
 ‘TORY CUTS
FORCED ME
TO STARVE’
 SCRAP UNIVERSAL CREDIT NOW

Now millions more 
face new attack
TORY BENEFIT changes are leaving people 
with no money to buy food. 

Gemma, (not her real name) is one of over a 
million people who have been transferred onto 
the hated Universal Credit (UC) benefit. She 
told Socialist Worker she and her partner “had 
to wait six weeks before any payment was made.

“We had no food or electric. I blacked out 
due to not having eaten for three days.”

UC has driven up food bank use, debt and 
arrears—and things are set to get worse.  Millions 

of poorer families will lose £200 a month as UC 
is rolled out, work and pensions minister Esther 
McVey has reportedly told the cabinet.

She admitted the cut will hit around half of 
all single parents and two thirds of  working‑age 
couples with children.

Paula Peters is a Disabled People Against 
Cuts and Unite Community union activist. 
She told Socialist Worker the cut would mean 
“more poverty and more evictions”.

“There have been deaths linked to 
 Universal Credit payment delays,” she added. 
“Claimants have developed mental health 
problems. It’s ramping up mental distress.” 
Gemma agreed. “Being on UC just over a year

>>Page 3HATED TORIES—Esther McVey and Iain Duncan Smith
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WOMAN ON BENEFITS SAYS... SCOTLAND 

Mass march 
shows mood for 
independence 
AROUND 100,000 people 
joined a march for Scottish 
independence through 
Edinburgh last Saturday.

It was the largest ever march 
about the issue and shattered 
the myth that support for 
independence is ebbing away. 
It was the culmination of 
a series of six marches for 
independence this year.
>>Page 4

FAST FOOD RIGHTS 

United strikes 
call time on 
bullying bosses
LOW PAID workers from 
McDonald’s, Wetherspoon 
pubs and TGI Fridays 
restaurants all struck 
together for dignity 
at work last week. 

They spoke to Socialist 
Worker about their fight and 
how they organised. We ask 
what sort of struggle can 
win. 
>>Pages 10&11 

CLIMATE CHAOS 

Climate warning 
shows need for 
system change 
A REPORT from the United 
Nations Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
called for urgent action to 
tackle global warning.

It said global temperature 
rises must be limited to no 
more than 1.5 degrees higher 
than pre‑industrial levels.
>>Pages 5 and 6
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lTHE ARMY'S latest wheeze 
is to offer soldiers kicked 

out for using drugs a £10,000 
“golden hello” to come back. 
Some 700 fully trained service 

personnel were kicked out in 2015 
after failing drugs tests. Though if 
you’re going to kill foreigners for 
bosses, it may be best to be high.

 David Cameron gave spooks 
a licence  to kill and torture 
MI5’S AGENTS and informants have 
been secretly and officially author-
ised to carry out crimes without 
scrutiny.

The “secret and concealed” policy 
allows spooks to authorise participa-
tion in “murder, torture, sexual assault 
or other grave criminality” if it believed 
it was in the public interest, a court was 
told. 

The policy remains secret.
The criminal authorisation was 

acknowledged for the first time in 
a British court when an alliance of 
human rights groups argued that it was 
unlawful. 

Ben Jaffey QC told the Investigatory 
Powers Tribunal, which allegedly over-
sees the work of spy agencies, “This is a 
case where the agencies are able to self-
grant themselves a practical immunity 
from the criminal law.”

When judicial oversight of the policy 
was introduced in 2012, it was kept 
secret. David Cameron, then prime min-
ister, told the oversight judge, then Sir 
Mark Waller, at the time that he could 
not comment on its legality.

The order, which was renewed and 
signed off by Theresa May last year, 
allows MI5 handlers to authorise agents 
to commit crime while providing intelli-
gence to help the agency’s investigations 
into terrorism and espionage.

Section 7 of the Intelligence Services 
Act 1994 allows the foreign secretary 
to authorise MI6 or GCHQ to carry out 
criminal acts outside Britain.

But the government had previously 
denied criminality within Britain and  
Northern Ireland by MI5.

The government has released a heav-
ily redacted version of the guidelines. 
Circumstances in which crime is permit-
ted are blacked out.

Take the case of the 1989 shooting of 
Pat Finucane, a British and Irish human 
rights lawyer killed by loyalist para-
militaries. Cameron wrote to Sir Mark 
Waller one month before he told parlia-
ment that there were “shocking levels of 
state collusion” in the murder. 

The intelligence agencies, Home 
Office and Foreign Office argue that 
details of the policy cannot be publicly 
aired for reasons of national security.

Paul O’Connor, Director of the Pat 
Finucane Centre, said, “It can be no 
coincidence that Prime Minister David 
Cameron issued new guidelines on over-
sight of MI5 just two weeks before pub-
lication of the De Silva report into the 
murder of Pat Finucane.”

There are currently estimated to be 
hundreds of MI5 officers in Northern 
Ireland.

lUNITED FOR Change is investment 
banker Simon Franks’ new centrist party 

with reportedly £50 million behind it.  
    It is on the lookout for an advertising 
agency that “understands life for people 
outside the capital”. 
    It is apparently planning 
to launch next March.

     Michael Gove’s rubbish  
 plan to ‘help’ the poor  
MICHAEL GOVE has a 
plan. Open the nation’s 
waste dumps. The 
environment secretary 
wants all council waste 
sites to have happy 
urchins clambering over 
them looking for stuff.

Gove said, “It is not an 
answer to everything but 
greater reuse is one way 
to ensure that pressure on 
resources diminishes. I do 

not want to go full ‘Good 
Life’ but resource efficiency 
is good for the economy.”

People should be 
able to pick up the odd 
treasure. Perhaps if really 
lucky you might get a 
birch Camargue chair 
worth £432 or elephant 
lamp worth £134. 

Both of which Gove 
was was happy to get 
on MPs’ expenses.

Cleaners are sick of 
MPs’ debauchery  
MPS ARE to be warned 
about their conduct after 
cleaners complained of 
finding used condoms 
and vomit in their 
Westminster offices.

David Natzler, the 
clerk of the House of 
Commons, has received 
reports from disgusted 
cleaners forced to clear 
up the debris left by 
MPs.

“It’s the type of 
behaviour you would 
expect from students 
enjoying freshers’ week, 
not MPs and their staff,” 
the “source” said. “But 
cleaners are being 
confronted with vomit 
and used condoms in 
offices used by MPs and 
their staff. 

“The cleaners are not 
there to clear up after 
their debauchery.”

Last year Tory Andrea 
Leadsom pledged to lead 
an investigation into 
alcohol consumption in 
parliament. A hotline 
was set up for people 
to report the behaviour. 
So far “Members of 
staff called suggesting, 
that Andrea had thrown 
a book at someone’s 
head,” the source said.

Simon (not smug)  Franks

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I want voters 
who may 
previously 
have thought 
of themselves 
as Labour 
supporters 
to look at my 
Government 
afresh. They will 
find a decent, 
moderate 
and patriotic 
programme’
Prime minister Theresa May 
courts Observer newspaper 
readers

‘It would lead 
to collapse and 
disarray. It’s  
not a credible 
option’
Foreign Office minister  
Sir Alan Duncan warns of the 
consequences of ousting May

‘He may have 
abandoned 
them now, but 
I don’t think he 
can entirely, as it 
were, dump your 
past’
Richard Dearlove, former 
boss of MI6 who sorted the 
intelligence on weapons of 
 mass destruction used to 
invade Iraq, has a go at Jeremy 
Corbyn
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A GCSE in 
prejudice 
AN OFFICIALLY approved 
GCSE sociology text 
book has come under 
fire for repeating racist 
stereotypes about 
Caribbean families. 

It claimed that men 
are “largely absent” 
and children are passed 
between relatives. 

In AQA GCSE (9-1) 
Sociology a chapter 
discussing the sociology 
of families reads, “In 
Caribbean families, the 
fathers and husbands 
are largely absent and 
women assume the 
most responsibility in 
childrearing.”

No LGBT+ 
lessons for 
poshos
CHILDREN IN private 
junior schools will no 
longer have to be explicitly 
taught about gay marriage, 
cohabiting couples or 
same-sex families.

The change is contained 
in guidance on the 
standards by which 
independent schools are 
inspected. It was put out 
for consultation in March 
by education secretary 
Damian Hinds.

Since the passing of the 
Equality Act in 2010, both 
state and private schools 
have had to teach about 
lifestyles and sexualities to 
meet inspection standards. 

Pret A manger 
kills again
PRET A Manger is 
investigating the death 
of a second customer 
suspected to have had 
an allergic reaction to its 
food.

Celia Marsh died last 
December after eating 
a £3.75 vegan sandwich 
that was bought from a 
Pret store in Bath. It was  
contaminated with milk 
protein.

Tests revealed the 
dairy-free yoghurt used 
in the “super-veg rainbow 
flat bread” from one 
of Pret’s suppliers was 
contaminated. Dairy-free 
CoYo yoghurts from the 
supplier were pulled from 
supermarket shelves 
across the country.

Pret A Manger has been 
under national scrutiny 
after Natasha Ednan-
Laperouse died of an 
allergic reaction caused by 
a Pret baguette.

She had a fatal reaction 
to sesame, which was in 
the baguette but wasn’t 
listed as an ingredient.

Throwing the book at MPs?

Gove’s tasteful furniture that we paid for



PRIVATISATION

Attacks at 
Royal Mail
ROYAL MAIL postal workers 
lost out on hundreds of 
pounds due to privatisation 
last week—and now top 
bosses want to give them 
another kicking.

Workers were set to lose 
£895 on average after Royal 
Mail’s shares crashed last 
week. 

They were given shares 
in 2013 as part of a deal 
bosses drew up with 
their CWU union to stop 
them striking against 
privatisation.

With two weeks until 
workers are able to sell 
theirs, bosses caused share 
prices to crash on Monday 
of last week by announcing 
an expected fall in profits.

Privatisation means 
Royal Mail is in competition 
with other parcel delivery 
companies as the number 
of letters it has to deliver 
falls.

Now bosses will use 
the share price crash to 
step up their drive for 
efficiency “savings”. This 
includes changes that are 
being trialled as part of an 
agreement between Royal 
Mail and the CWU that 
headed off a strike.

They will also want 
to use an agreement to 
shorten the working week 

to put more pressure on 
workers.

The CWU hopes the 
agreement to cut working 
hours from 39 hours to 
35 hours a week will help 
protect against job losses. It 
says the workload will have 
to be shared out among 
more people.

But managers will 
pressure workers to do the 
same amount of work in 
less time.

CWU members at some 
Royal Mail workplaces have 
rejected these changes.

Pressure from 
management lay behind 
a number of unofficial 
strikes against bullying 
and harassment at delivery 
offices in the summer. 

That pressure will 
increase as the volume of 
post rises in the run-up to 
Christmas—meaning there 
could be more disputes to 
come.

‘Tory benefit cuts 
forced me to starve’
>>continued from page 1
now has had a serious impact on my 
health,” she said. 

“We were constantly borrowing 
money from family which made us 
feel awful.

“The stress and hassle made us 
both very ill.”

Food bank use has soared by over 
50 percent on average in areas where 
UC has been in place for at least a 
year.

The Trussell Trust charity warned 
last week that millions more will be 
driven to use food banks when UC is 
rolled out further next April.

East London food bank worker 
Marianne Williamson told Socialist 
Worker, “There will be hunger and 
terror about not being able to look 
after your children properly.

“There will be more suicides and 
an explosion of ill-health.”

Claimants are left with no money 
for weeks while switching to UC. 
As claimant Jennifer told Socialist 
Worker, “For four and a half months 
I was left living off child benefit and 
five hours a week wages with three 
kids. 

“UC needs to be got rid of.”

Deducted
Many claimants say they are worse 
off under UC—and often by more 
than £200 a month. Debt repayments 
can be automatically deducted.

Gemma said that money is 
deducted despite claimants being 
given “no evidence of arrears”.

And figures in August showed that 
benefit sanctions under UC are at 
least nine times higher than for the 
benefits it replaces.

Claimant Liz told Socialist Worker, 
“Universal Credit is deliberately dif-
ficult and demeaning. You jump 
through hoops and they still penal-
ise you.”

Jayne, another claimant, said her 
money had been slashed under UC. 
“I’m a grand in rent arrears now,” she 

said. “I was in credit when I changed 
to UC in August.”

“I’m ruined because of it,” added 
claimant Kerry. “I’ve already had to 
take £1,100 in a loan just to survive.”

The Tories claim UC simplifies the 
benefits system. In reality it helps 

them to withhold money from claim-
ants and terrorise low paid workers.

And they knew the £200 cut was 
coming. Frank Field MP, who chairs 
the Commons Work and Pensions 
Select Committee, said the cuts were 
“always planned”.

Gemma said, “They could not care 
less. They do not want people to get 
a job and better themselves.

“They want poor people under 
their thumb.”

Gemma and others hope that 
Labour will scrap UC if elected. The 
party disappointed campaigners at its 
conference last month by promising 
to launch a year-long “review” of UC. 

Last weekend shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell told Sky News, “I 
think we are moving towards a con-
clusion that you can’t save the thing.” 

But that isn’t a clear commitment to 
scrapping UC. And it isn’t enough to 
wait for a Labour government when 
Tory attacks are causing misery now.

Paula said, “McDonnell said that 
Universal Credit could go. It’s still 
very lacklustre and there’s no firm 
commitment. 

“Eventually there will be seven mil-
lion claimants impacted by Universal 
Credit. We cannot afford to be com-
placent and we need to keep the pres-
sure on Labour.”

Gemma said, “You cannot survive 
on what little money they pay you. 
The scheme needs to be scrapped.”

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

UNIVERSAL CREDIT has left many relying on foodbanks (left) 

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

We need maximum unity against 
the resurgence of the far right and 
Trump. 
    They encourage more racist 
murders on the streets.

Socialists should be the 
tribune of the oppressed. 

Do you stand with 

Muslim women against Boris 
Johnson and Islamophobia? 

Socialist Worker supported my 
family unequivocally, we need more 

people to do this work! 
Our campaign has just begun.
Maz Saleem
Anti-racism campaigner

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fi ghting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. We are asking 
everyone who enjoys Socialist Worker 
to donate as much as they can and 
help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£61,861

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5620 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

Maz Saleem

NEWS 3
Socialist Worker 10 October 2018



 Council still fails to house  
 victims of Grenfell disaster
TORY-RUN Kensington 
and Chelsea lead 
councillor for housing 
Kim Taylor-Smith 
has claimed the 
council is looking into 
requisitioning homes 
in the borough for 
people displaced by 
the Grenfell Tower fire. 

It’s unlikely to 
happen. 

Taylor-Smith said 
he has written to 
central government 
to request changes 
to the use of Empty 
Dwelling Management 
Orders. 

Currently the 
orders are limited to 
buildings where there 
has been evidence of 
vandalism.

Taylor-Smith’s 

intervention comes 
as it was revealed the  
council has spent  
£30 million on hotels 
for people waiting to 
be rehoused.

The Tories will not 
move to penalise 
landlords or people 
with multiple homes. 

Making his position 
clear Taylor-Smith 
said, “Owners should 
not lose out.”

Landlords and the 
rich should have their 
empty houses taken 
off them to house the 
homeless.

WHAT WE THINK

Kim Taylor-Smith

HOUSING 
 After Theresa May’s pledge,  
 demand new council homes
THERESA May 
announced last week 
that she was removing 
the Housing Revenue 
Account (HRA) 
borrowing cap for 
local authorities. 

It’s a significant 
move, and one 
which campaigners 
have fought for and 
councils have called 
for repeatedly. 

It’s also a sign of 
just how bad the 
housing crisis has 
become and exposes 
the inability of the 
private sector to build 
the homes that are 
needed. 

The HRA is the pot 
of money made up 
from council rents and 
service charges. It acts 
as a separate body 
from councils. 

Local authorities 
can borrow money 
from the HRA to build 
new council houses.

But since 2012 they 
have faced limits on 
how much they can 
borrow against the 
value of their existing 
housing stock. 

Now those limits 
are removed. Some 
commentators have 

estimated lifting the 
cap could result in 
more than 100,000 
new council homes 
being built. 

But the Tories can’t 
be trusted. 

In a statement 
after May’s speech the 
Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and 
Local Government 
said, “The cap will 
be lifted as soon as 
possible, with further 
details confirmed in 
the Budget.”

Those details could 
be crucial—what 
conditions will now 
be attached on council 

borrowing? 
There are plenty 

of other Tory blocks 
on building council 
housing. 

For example, the 
Tories’ Right to Buy 
policy holds back 
councils that want to 
build council houses. 

Councils only keep 
75 percent of the 
revenue from selloffs, 
and of that money 
they can only use 
a third towards the 
cost of building new 
council housing. 

This means housing 
being sold off is not 
being replaced.

Theresa May dances around the issue

 Fire survivors give evidence
SURVIVORS OF the 
Grenfell Tower fire 
have begun giving 
evidence to the public 
inquiry into the fire. 

They have revealed 
a litany of failures 
on the part of the 
Tenant Management 
Organisation (TMO) 

responsible for the 
block’s maintenance. 

Antonio Roncolato 
described how the 
TMO ignored the 
demands of residents. 

“Those residents 
who did not speak 
up were bullied 
into having the new 

boiler installed in the 
hallway,” he said. This 
was seen as a safety 
risk.
Grenfell Silent Walk—
Sunday 14 October, 
7pm, assemble Notting 
Hill Methodist Church, 
London. Go to Grenfell 
Tower—Silent Walk on 
Facebook

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

WE NEED SYSTEM CHANGE 
TO SAVE THE PLANET

 I
F THE disaster that climate 
scientists warned of this week 
is to be avoided, there needs 
to be radical action.

A report from the United 
Nations Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) called 
for urgent moves to tackle global 
warning.

It said global temperature rises 
must be limited to no more than 
1.5 degrees higher than  
pre-industrial levels. It said a  
2 degree rise would be 
devastating.

There was a muted response 
from politicians.  Australia’s 
deputy prime minister Michael 
McCormack reaffirmed his 
government’s commitment to 
mining and exporting coal. 

And Donald Trump has long 
threatened to pull out of climate 
agreements reached in the Paris 
talks in 2015.

Tory energy minister Claire 
Perry said, “We need to work 
together to accelerate the  
low-carbon transition to minimise 
the costs and misery of a rapidly 
warming world.”

But Perry and the Tories have a 
terrible track record. 

The government has forced 
through the dangerous and 

environmentally destructive 
practice of fracking. 

And in June, Tories whipped 
MPs to vote for plans to expand 
Heathrow Airport. 

It’s welcome that the IPCC 
has underlined the need for 
immediate action to challenge the 
destructive practices that pollute 
our world. 

But there’s a huge danger that 
the scale of the threat leads to 
passivity. It can cause a feeling that 
nothing effective can be done, or 
that only individual actions are 
possible.

So within hours of the IPCC 
report being released, the focus 
had switched to what ordinary 
people can do to save the planet.

Cycling, going vegan or refusing 
to use plastic are presented as 
solutions that, if taken up by 
enough people, can halt climate 
catastrophe. 

But it will take a mass 
movement to win the fundamental 
shift needed to tackle climate 
change. To avoid passivity, this 
battle has to lead to action. 

And it must be linked to other 
fights. 

There must be thousands on 
the streets on 1 December at the 
Together for Climate Justice rally 
in central London. 

But we also need a society 
where decisions are taken out of 
the hands of unelected bosses and 
are put into the hands of workers.

The most effective way to 
resist climate change is to 
challenge the system that created 
it. 

Fighting for socialism means 
working for a democratically run, 
sustainable society that has the 
interests of the majority of people 
at its heart.

Capitalism does not run in 
the interests of ordinary people. 
Energy bosses and governments 
plunging the planet into climate 
chaos is an extreme example of a 
system built for profit. 
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Order copies or subscribe: socialistreview.org.uk | 020 7840 5630

Shaun Doherty on prospects for Corbynism as the Tories’ Brexit crisis continues

CAN LABOUR 
GRASP THE MOMENT?
Plus

Christine Buchholz on anti-fascism in Germany
Adrian Budd looks at the recent process of political centralisation in China
Vanley Burke on capturing West Indian life in Birmingham

CRISIS IN MENTAL HEALTH
 TORY HEALTH secretary 

Matt Hancock offered warm 
words in the run-up to 

World Mental Health Day on 
Wednesday.

He urged a ministerial summit 
to “take this opportunity to 
deliver parity for mental health so 
it is treated the same as physical 
health”.

On the same day, new research 
exposed the scale of the crisis in 
mental health services.

Almost a quarter of mental  
health patients are being forced 

to wait three months to see a 
specialist on the NHS. 

And around a fifth have been 
made to wait over a year to get 
proper treatment.

One patient told researchers 
from the Royal College of 
Psychiatrists that they had to wait 
13 years to get the right support.

Some of the worst affected 
patients are vulnerable children 
and teenagers.

A separate piece of research 
found that around 55,800 children 
were turned away from child and 

adolescent mental health services 
(Camhs) in 2017-18. An Education 
Policy Institute researcher said 
this included “children and young 
people that have self-harmed or 
experienced abuse”.

Referrals to Camhs rose by  
26 percent in the last five years.

Local authority budget cuts and 
the acute NHS staffing crisis lie 
behind the figures.

Austerity has intensified the 
pressures that worsen mental 
distress—and kicked away the 
services that can help alleviate it.

Cycling, going 
vegan or refusing 
to use plastic are 
presented as 
solutions

‘‘ 
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Will rich flee before a 
Corbyn government?
WHILE BREXIT obsesses politicians and commentators, 
the super-rich apparently are more worried about Jeremy 
Corbyn. 

The Financial Times reported last week, “London’s 
ultra-wealthy are moving assets out of the UK and some 
are preparing to leave as concerns over a left wing Labour 
government led by Jeremy Corbyn intensify among the 
super-rich.

“Multimillionaires are setting up offshore investment 
accounts or shifting the location of UK-registered trusts 
holding their wealth to outside the country, in anticipation 
of higher tax rates and potential capital controls should 
Labour seize power.

“Some are looking to relocate to countries viewed as more 
welcoming to the super-rich … ‘Most people are much more 
worried about Corbyn than Brexit—by a factor of 10,’” a 
wealth management consultant told the paper. 

The confident performances of Corbyn and his shadow 
chancellor, John McDonnell, at the Labour Party conference 
in Liverpool have apparently panicked some of the super-rich.  

“The conversation has heated up since Liverpool,” said the 
head of one City wealth planning department. “One client 
pushed the button [on leaving the country] this morning.”

This story highlights London’s role as the biggest tax 
haven in the world. This isn’t just a matter of Russian 
oligarchs buying mansions and Premier League teams and 
sending their kids to English “public schools”.

Denmark’s Danske Bank is embroiled in a huge scandal 
surrounding the way its Estonian branch was used to siphon 
£175 billion out of Russia in 2007-2015. Obscure British 
corporate structures, limited liability partnerships and 
Scottish limited partnerships were heavily involved.

One of the big issues in Brexit is whether the City will 
continue to play its role as a global fiscal paradise. 

The French government is particularly worried that 
London will have even lighter regulation after Britain leaves 
the European Union, undercutting Paris.

Forward
How much of a real threat would be a Corbyn government 
to the super-rich and their assorted tax scams? On the face 
of it, not very much. As the feminist philosopher Lorna 
Finlayson pointed out recently in the London Review 
of Books, “What he has so far felt able to put forward is 
moderate by the standards of the Bennite left of the 1970s 
and 1980s.

“Labour under Corbyn is promising, among other things, 
to abolish tuition fees and expand free childcare, reversing at 
least some of the cuts imposed by the Conservatives.

“It proposes to pay for these measures by raising income 
tax for the top 5 percent of earners—though nowhere near 
pre-Thatcher levels—and by increasing corporation tax from 
19 percent to 26 percent. The lowest rate under Thatcher 
was 34 percent.”

But, as Finlayson goes on to point out, “Context and 
direction of travel matter at least as much as the detail of 
particular policies.”

The super-rich have grown very fat in the neoliberal era, 
as Thomas Piketty has documented in his studies of the 
increasingly unequal distribution of wealth. 

Governments have competed to make life as comfortable 
as possible for them. New Labour under Tony Blair and 
Gordon Brown were as much culpable as the Tories from 
Thatcher onwards.

One can appreciate the shock the ultra-wealthy must feel 
when Blair’s and Brown’s party comes under a leadership 
that says it wants to put a stop to all this. Worse still, that 
party has quite a good chance of winning the next election.

Some super-rich are planning their exit. This in itself 
is a form of pressure. Capital flight is the main way that 
reformist governments have been brought to their knees in 
the past.

But if the prospect of Corbyn stepping into 10 Downing 
Street draws closer the pressure will become more direct. 

Expect savage media bombardments and the open or 
concealed disloyalty of the civil service and security forces. 
Corbyn’s and McDonnell’s proposals may be modest, but 
they will have to mobilise all the power of the labour 
movement to push them through.

 Stark warning issued over a  
 global rise in temperature
A new report warns 
against further global 
temperature rises. 
Implementing it will 
mean challenging the 
logic of capitalism, 
argues Sarah Bates

THE NEED for urgent action 
over global warming has 
been underlined by a new 
wide-ranging report from 
the UN Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC).

It warned the Earth’s tem-
perature rise must be kept to 
1.5 degrees of pre-industrial 
levels.

It estimates that in 12 years 
it will be too late to limit 
the temperature rise to this 
figure.

Previously governments 
had agreed to limit carbon 
emissions in order to keep the 
temperature rise to 2 degrees. 

But the IPCC said that 
just half a degree less will 
limit changes to oceans, 
food production and animal 
extinction.

For instance, 99 percent of 
coral would be lost if temper-
atures rose by 2 degrees. 

If the rise was limited to  
1.5 degrees it’s estimated over 
10 percent would survive.

Outstrips
Water stress is when demand 
for water outstrips supply. 

The IPCC estimates that 
if temperatures rise by  
1.5 degrees, water stress will 
be 50 percent lower than if 
they increased by 2 degrees. 

Debra Roberts, co-chair 
of the IPCC working group 
on impacts, called the report 
the “the largest clarion bell 
from the science commu-
nity and I hope it mobilises 

people and dents the mood of 
complacency.”

“It’s a line in the sand and 
what it says to our species is 
that this is the moment and 
we must act now,” she said.

The situation could not be 
more urgent. 

Temperatures have already 
increased by 1 degree on pre-
industrial levels. 

The planet is currently on 
course for a 3 degree rise by 
2050. These changes don’t 
just mean a slightly warmer 

climate. Sea levels will rise, 
food production will be 
threatened and heat-related 
deaths will increase.

2018 has been an unusu-
ally hot year for the northern 
hemisphere. 

But there have also been 
record-breaking droughts, 
devastating floods and huge 
hurricanes across the globe. 

Time is running out, and 
the IPCC urges the need for 
immediate action to limit 
carbon emissions—one of 
the key agreements from the 
Paris talks. 

It says that carbon pollu-
tion will need to be eradi-
cated by 2050, not in 2075 
as was suggested by the pre-
vious agreements. 

Co-chair of the IPCC  
mitigation group Jim Skea 
said that it had “presented 
governments with pretty 

hard choices” that would 
require an “unprecedented 
shift in energy systems and 
transport”.

“We show it can be done 
within laws of physics and 
chemistry. Then the final tick 
box is political will”, he said. 

The report is a welcome 
step in recognising the dev-
astating effects of climate 
change. 

But it will mean little 
unless serious action is taken 
to address the industries that 
are stripping the Earth of its 
natural resources and filling 
the air with pollution. 

And that means chal-
lenging the priorities of 
capitalism.
Together for climate justice 
demo, London, 1 December. 
Hosted by Campaign against 
Climate Change  
Go to bit.ly/StopClimateChaos

GLOBAL WARMING means rising sea levels (above). 
Action is needed, argues Debra Roberts of the IPCC (left) 

Protest demands freedom for anti-fracking three
HUNDREDS of  
anti-fracking campaigners 
marched on a prison in 
Preston, Lancashire, last 
Saturday to demand the 
release of three activists. 

Simon Blevins and 
Richard Roberts were 
given 16 month sentences. 
Rich Loizou was sentenced 
to 15 months. All three 
took part in a “lorry surf” 
at Cuadrilla’s Preston New 
Road (PNR) fracking site 
in 2017.

Demonstrators shouted, 
“Free the anti-frackers” 
and, “Fossil fuel bosses 
should do time” as they 
marched through Preston 

town centre.
Speakers at the rally 

outside the prison 
included the father of 
one of the prisoners. 
He said, “You’ve 
got to continue to 
demonstrate to 
bring an end to 
fracking.” 

Campaign 
Against Climate Change 
Trade Union Group 
chair Suzanne Jeffery 
said the prisoners’ 
sacrifice must not be 
in vain. 

She said the 
government is using 
policing and the courts 

to intimidate people. 
One of the prisoners 

managed a 
phone call to the 
demonstration. 

The demonstration 
follows a victory last 
week. A last-minute 
interim injunction was 
granted to pause the 
fracking at PNR.

The high court 
was due to look 
into emergency 

planning 
procedures at 
the site near 
Blackpool this 
week. 

The Tories 

are under pressure. MP 
Lee Rowley told a Tory 
conference fringe event 
the party has “so many 
problems” it should drop 
its support for fracking. 
But the party will continue 
to back fracking unless 
there is more resistance.

We need a mass 
campaign to defeat 
fracking and fight climate 
change.
Kim Hunter
National anti-fracking 
gathering, 12 noon, 20 Oct, 
Maple Farm, Preston New Road.  
lWrite messages of support to 
the imprisoned anti-frackers. 
Go to bit.ly/FrackPrison On the protest
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A boost for 
right wing 
candidate 
in Brazil
There’s still enough time to stop  
Jair Bolsonaro after his general 
election success last week 

THE RIGHT is on the rise in 
Brazil.

In Sunday’s general election the 
ultra-right wing presidential candi-
date Jair Bolsonaro received 46 per-
cent of the vote. His nearest rival 
was Workers Party (PT) candidate 
Fernando Haddad with 29 percent.

Bolsonaro’s result, and the 
rapid growth of his Social Liberal 
Party (PSL), should serve as a dire 
warning. 

He has portrayed himself as an 
anti-establishment character in the 
likeness of Donald Trump, promis-
ing to “make Brazil great again”. 

Strong votes  for  PSL in 
Congressional elections are likely 
to give it 51 seats in the lower 
house. That puts it second only to 
PT, which has enough votes to give 
it 57 seats. 

The election saw the destruction 
of some of the established bourgeois 
political parties. The Brazilian Social 
Democracy Party’s share of the vote 
fell from 48 percent in 2014 to  
5 percent at Sunday’s election.

But it would be a mistake to buy 
into Bolsonaro’s anti-establishment 
hype, or to frame the election as a 
contest between right wing and left 
wing populism.

Establishment
Bolsonaro is a career politician with 
deep establishment links. His support 
comes from the richer electoral dis-
tricts such as Sao Paulo and Rio de 
Janeiro, and from the Christian right. 

And his vice presidential running 
mate is general Antonio Hamilton 
Mourao, who has previously 
endorsed military intervention if the 
government can’t “heal the existing 
politics”.

Bolsonaro is a ruling class fighter. 
He has defended the murderous mil-
itary dictatorship of 1964 to 1985. 

He has threatened to shoot PT 
supporters. He backs low pay for 
women. He views homosexuality 
as an illness. He defends the use of 
torture.

And he has vowed to attack work-
ing class people—raising taxes for 
them and cutting tax for the rich, as 

well as freezing social spending and 
privatising swathes of public assets.

A more clear anti-establishment 
element of the election was the 
huge level of abstention. 

Some 40 million people either 
stayed away of spoiled their 
ballots—even though voting is 
compulsory. Almost 150 million 
people are eligible to vote in Brazil. 

The PT presided over a vast 
corrupt network centred on the  
state-run energy firm Petrobras. 

Some £3 billion was funnelled 
from the company in bribes. The 
huge corruption was offset by some 
worker-friendly policies.

But the global financial crisis hit 
Brazil hard, choking off demand for 
the commodity exports it relied on. 
Ordinary people were made to pay 
the price by the PT government. 

Corruption and increasingly 
neoliberal economics from the PT 
have undermined its support base. 
Bolsonaro has tried to exploit this.

Tragically, the socialist left failed 
to make serious gains on Sunday. 
In the presidential election the 
Socialism and Liberty Party received 
just 0.6 percent—or 617,000 votes.

A second round election will take 
place on 28 October.

On other pages...
Oppose racists on the streets 
>>Page 20

BACK STORY
The election in Brazil comes 
after years of economic crisis 
and corruption
lCentre-left president Dilma 
Roussef was impeached in 2016
lA strike by truck drivers and oil 
workers in May this year scored a 
partial victory
lWorkers were fighting price 
hikes by state-run energy 
company Petrobras
lIt’s an example of how 
coordinated action could 
challenge the threat of Bolsonaro

BOLSONARO SUPPORTERS celebrating on the night of the vote 

Determined day of strikes in France 
against Macron’s barrage of attacks
WORKERS AND students in France 
struck and protested on Tuesday 
in a renewal of the battle against 
President Emmanuel Macron.

The action saw over 100 
demonstrations across France, and 
strikes in many areas of public 
services. 

Rail workers struck in large 
numbers and held an angry rally at 
Gare du Nord station in Paris.

There were student blockades 
and occupations at several 
universities.

Macron forced through a range 
of attacks on workers earlier this 
year, but wants to go further.

He has outlined plans to make 
it easier to sack workers, reduce 
unemployment benefits and 
ratchet up the pressure to take 
low-paying and temporary work. 

He also wants to sweep away 
many regulations on business. 

Meanwhile bosses have 
announced a new assault on rail 
workers’ rights.

Earlier this year the state rail 
management removed protection 
against sacking and other benefits 
for new workers. Now railways 
chief executive Guillaume Pepy 
says the existing workforce will 
have some rights removed. He 

added that 10 to 15 percent of 
rail jobs will go by 2026 and the 
company says line maintenance 
will be privatised in some areas. 

This is a total U-turn from 
promises made earlier. 

But Macron can be defeated. 
He faced serious strikes during the 
first round of attacks including 
nearly 40 days of rail strikes 
spread over four months and 
several national days of action.

He was not beaten but he 
was wounded. The French 
revolutionary socialist NPA party 
says workers are “not on their 
knees”. It points to strikes as well 
as battles for women’s rights and 
against climate change, racism and 

airport expansion. Macron has also 
been hit by the Benalla affair. 

This is a scandal surrounding 
his private security guard who was 
caught on video impersonating 
a police officer and punching 
demonstrators during May Day 
protests.

Macron is now very unpopular 
and widely derided as the “king of 
the rich”. This was reinforced last 
month when he contemptuously 
told a young unemployed 
gardener, “I can find you a job just 
by crossing the road.”

Last week interior minister—the 
equivalent of the home secretary in 
Britain—Gerard Collomb resigned, 
the third senior minister to go 
since July. Immediate replacement 
candidates were so thin on the 
ground that Macron had to appoint 
the prime minister to take on the 
job.

But if Macron is to be stopped 
the unions have to learn the 
lessons of the struggles earlier 
this year. The NPA calls for “a 
broad mobilisation of everyone 
together, built by going over the 
heads, if necessary, of some union 
leaderships, who are too passive 
or stuck in the so-called ‘social 
dialogue’.”

On the picket line in Ouges
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 Kavanaugh  
 scandal is  
 indictment  
 of system
There are more battles to come after  
a vile sexist was appointed to the US 
Supreme Court, says Alistair Farrow

SEXIST, RIGHT wing conserva-
tive judge Brett Kavanaugh has 
been confirmed to join the high-
est court in the US.

It’s a blow to all those fighting to 
limit and reverse the influence of 
the right in US society.

Thousands of people have pro-
tested against the appointment. 
Another 13 people were arrested 
as the Senate voted to approve 
Kavanaugh’s  nomination on 
Saturday—and the process was 
repeatedly interrupted.

Appointments to the Supreme 
Court are for life. And now the con-
servative right has a majority on the 
panel.

The Supreme Court rules on con-
stitutional matters. That means it 
decides on legal cases which have 
implications of national importance.

Three women have accused 
Kavanaugh of sexual assault. 

Their names were dragged 
through the mud, with self-con-
fessed sexual abuser US president 
Donald Trump publicly mocking 
the testimony of professor Christine 
Blasey Ford.

The FBI “investigation” into 
Kavanaugh didn’t interview him, 
Blasey Ford or several witnesses 
that could have corroborated her 
evidence.

Kavanaugh’s opposition to pro-
gressive political causes is well 
documented. 

Abortion
He has publicly called into question 
the historic Roe v Wade judgement 
which partially legalised access to 
abortion. 

Now there is a majority of judges 
on the Supreme Court who are 
opposed to that ruling.

Kavanaugh backed a Trump 
White House decision to deny access 
to abortion to an undocumented 
migrant who had been raped. 

Thankfully that time he was in a 
minority on a panel of three judges 
and the decision was overturned. 
But the episode gives a potential 
taste of the things to come.

This latest scandal has underlined 

the bias of the whole Supreme 
Court system. There have been 
114 Supreme Court judges—108 of 
which have been white men.

The leadership of the opposition 
Democratic Party claims the next 
stage in the struggle is midterm 
elections next month. 

Its election offer to voters is the 
claim they are the ones leading the 
fightback against Trump.

Their strategy focuses on re-
taking control of the Senate. One  
argument they have deployed is 
that this could result in Kavanaugh’s 
impeachment. 

This speculation is based more on 
attracting votes than the likelihood 
of it actually happening.

The problem is that their fight-
back is toothless, and has allowed 
a right wing sexist to appoint 
another of his kind to the Supreme 
Court.

The struggle against the racist, 
sexist right has suffered a blow, but 
the fight must continue.

The fight for abortion rights, 
against sexual harassment and 
for justice can be won only in 
the streets, not by relying on the 
Democrats or the normal political 
system.

BACK STORY
The US Senate cleared the way 
for confirming Donald Trump 
ally Brett Kavanaugh as a 
Supreme Court judge on Friday
lThree women have accused 
Kavanaugh of sexual assault and 
harassment
lThousands of people took part 
in a nationwide day of protest 
against Kavanaugh
lSome 3,000 people took to the 
streets of New York and walkouts 
took place at universities, 
schools and workplace

DEMONSTRATORS IN Washington DC protest against Brett Kavanaugh’s nomination 

IRELAND

 Large protest in Dublin over housing  
 crisis and widespread homelessness
THE IRISH government faces a 
mass movement over a housing 
crisis.

Up to 12,000 people marched in 
Dublin for a “Raise The Roof” rally 
last Wednesday.

The Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions and the National Homeless 
and Housing Coalition called the 
protest. It was backed by every 
political party except Fine Gael, 
which is in government. 

Some 10,000 people are now 
homeless, including almost 3,700 
children. 

A number of occupations and 
protests took place during the 
summer highlighting the scale of 
the housing crisis. 

One occupation was violently 
evicted by security guards and 
police wearing balaclavas.

Long time housing campaigner 
Father Peter McVerry said at the 
rally, “This protest is not just about 
homelessness. This protest is about 
housing. There are at least half 
a million people in this country 
whose housing situation is causing 
them serious distress.

“We have a housing policy 
affecting a huge number of 

families from all social groups 
except the very wealthy in this 
country. The housing policy isn’t 
working. We have seen record 
numbers of homeless people, rent 
increases and we have seen the 
price of houses increasing.

“Most young people today 
growing up will never be able 
to own their own home. Let our 
politicians know we are going to 
vote homelessness out.”

In parliament a motion from left 
wing party People Before Profit—

timed to coincide with the rally—
called for a national emergency to 
be declared over the housing crisis.

People Before Profit’s Richard 
Boyd Barrett told the Dail about a 
woman he knows who is homeless 
and living in her car. He said, 
“Terry O’Reilly is living in her car 
in Shanganagh Cliffs in Shankill.

“She served eight years in the 
Irish Army, now she’s homeless. 

“She has to wear patches for a 
medical condition that are sought 
after by drug users, so can’t go 
into hostels—where these drug 
users are—which is the only option 
being offered to her by the state.

“She served the Irish state but 
yet she is staying in a car in the 
estate where she grew up.”

He challenged the government. 
“Are you on the side of vulture 
funds, corporate greedy monsters 
and banks?” he asked. “Or the 
people who can’t afford a home, 
can’t afford rent and the 170,000 
waiting for social houses? 

“People are watching profits 
piling because of the human misery 
being imposed.” The motion was 
passed overwhelmingly.
Simon Basketter

More online
Kavanaugh case sparks big protests 
bit.ly/kav-protests

Part of the march in Dublin

8 INTERNATIONAL Socialist Worker 10 October 2018



LETTERS Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJLETTERS Socialist Worker 10 October 2018

9

Gas guzzlers 
must pay more
IT’S outrageous that the 
Tories have announced a 
ninth year of a freeze in 
fuel duty.

It’s an incentive 
to keep pumping out 
damaging emissions. It 
also means lost revenue 
of nearly £50 billion over 
the past eight years.

We have to steer 
people away from cars 
by using price signals 
and, most importantly, 
improving public 
transport.

Hannah Jarvis
Manchester

Rats leave 
racists’ ship
WEST Midlands MEP Bill 
Etheridge has left Ukip. 

Yes, that’s the  
Etheridge who speaks 
at Democratic Football 
Lads Alliance events and 
wanted former English 
Defence League members 
in Ukip. 

He says Ukip is now 
viewed by voters as “a 
vehicle of hate towards 
Muslims and the gay 
community”.

First time he’s ever 
been right.

Bob Davis
Birmingham

No answers 
from Tories
TORY MP Robert Halfon 
said, “If we don’t answer 
the growing unfairness 
and struggle in people’s 
everyday lives, Corbyn 
is going to sweep the 
board.”

The Tories don’t and 
can’t have an answer on 
those issues. And that’s 
why Corbyn will win.

George Templeman
On Facebook

I’m worried 
about polls
I READ everything 
Socialist Worker writes 
about the car-crash 
government of Theresa 
May and Jeremy Corbyn’s 
popular message.

And I agree. But why 
isn’t Labour well ahead 
in the polls?

Simon Silva
Worcester

Judges and 
democracy
THE PROTESTS against 
Brett Kavanaugh in the 
US are so necessary. It’s 
helpful Supreme Court 
judges get questioned.

What would come out 
if ours were?

Brenda Brown
Oxfordshire

Just a 
thought...

Socialist Worker, Feb 1989 

 Lessons for the left from Rushdie affair 
I ENJOYED Hassan 
Mahamdallie’s article on 
the Rushdie affair and the 
emergence of a new form 
of racism—Islamophobia 
(Socialist Worker,  
27 September).

It reminded me of the 
debates in the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) at 
the time, and what we 
learned from it.

In the days immediately 
after the fatwa against 
Rushdie was proclaimed, I 
can remember seeking 
signatures for a “Friends 
of Salman Rushdie” 
appeal supported by the 
party. 

It stressed very much 
the element of opposition 
to censorship and much 
less the danger of a rise 
in racism.

It wasn’t the right 
approach.

But within a very short 

time this was dropped as 
SWP members and others 
saw the tide of hatred 
against Muslims that was 
being created.

Instead, while 
defending Rushdie’s right 
to publish the book, the 
SWP stressed much more 
opposition to racism, the 
social roots of religion 
and related matters. 

I am glad that this was 
corrected so swiftly and 
that the SWP was, and 
remains, the most 
trenchant opponent of 
Islamophobia.

Mandy Crerand
South London

Radical 
Corbyn? 
BY ANY socialist standard, 
the Labour Party’s domestic 
programme is disappointing 
no matter how determined 
the attempts to dress it up 
as somehow “radical”. 

There is nothing in it 
that Labour leader Harold 
Wilson would have 
regarded as in any way 
dangerously left wing or 
radical in the early 1960s 
when he was campaigning 
to end “Tory misrule”. 

What it amounts to is at 
best a “warmed-up 
Wilsonism”. 

Indeed, the Labour Left 
of the 1960s would have 
condemned today’s Labour 
programme for its failure to 
take on capitalism.

What marks Jeremy 
Corbyn out is not Labour’s 
domestic programme, but 
rather his militant anti-
racism, his anti-imperialism 
and his consistent support 
for workers’ struggles. 

He is the first Labour 
Party leader to have such a 
fine record and it is this for 
this reason that he deserves 
our support. 

The great test for Corbyn 
will be whether or not he 
can maintain this record 
once he is prime minister.

John Newsinger
Brighton

nI SUPPORTED the 
protests by Disabled People 
Against Cuts at the Tory 
party conference. 

I hope they were 
ashamed of the suffering 
and deaths their cruel cuts 
have caused.

Labour really must 
commit to restoring all the 
benefits the Tories have 
stolen—and an end to the 
regime of sanctions, 
harassment and punitive 
assessments. 

Andy Willmott
Motherwell

Yemen horror sparks 
mass protests in Aden
THE DEATH by starvation of 
an internal refugee from 
Hodeida in Yemen, Hend 
Mansoor, has sparked 
renewed anger. It has also 
seen an uprising in Aden 
against the Saudi-backed 
regime of Abdrabbuh 
Mansour Hadi.

Hend was four years old. 
The Saudi-UAE coalition 

forces have torn apart the 
Hodeida region in its war 
against the Houthi militia.

 It imposes a blockade 
that includes food and 
medical supplies. 

In response to this 

outrage there was a total 
shut-down in Aden and 
surrounding areas. 

All shops and 
government offices were 
shut in support. 

Roads were blocked by 
youth who burned tyres.  

The Saudis are deporting 
thousands of Yemeni 
workers from their country. 

Having led three years of 
war on Yemen, they are not 
putting any effort to 
support or rebuild areas 
like Aden and the South. 

Mirfat Sulaiman
Birmingham

Black History Month should 
not just be about ‘diversity’   
DOES IT matter what Black History 
Month (BHM), which runs through 
October, is called?

I think it does, because it shows 
a whole attitude towards  
anti-racism.

The Conservative-led borough of 
Hillingdon in west London ceased 
BHM more than decade ago. 

Instead it has a programme 
called Culture Bite including 
events on south Asia, country 
dancing and wine tasting.

Now another Tory borough, 
Wandsworth, has decided to run 
“Diversity Month”. It is to be 
organised by a firm called Better 
which also manages Wandsworth’s 
libraries.

Events feature Indian, Polish, 

Spanish, Chinese as well as African 
and Caribbean cultures.

Behind this lies the notion that 
we don’t need to celebrate a 
history of black achievement and 
anti-racist resistance. 

Instead there’s a pretence that 
nowadays we all live together in 
the melting pot of supposedly 
equal opportunities Britain. 

It’s a new chapter in a fat book 
of ways to defang originally 
oppositional initiatives.

It separates BHM from the sense 
of struggle, absolves the present 
power structures from being 
interrogated, and subsumes black 
experience into “safe” avenues. 

We shouldn’t react to this by 
saying that BHM should be solely 

about African and Caribbean 
experiences. 

There is no problem with 
remembering Asian figures such as 
Jayaben Desai, the militant leader 
of the 1976 Grunwick strike.

She is a hero to all of us who 
want to shift focus to the strength 
and power of black women as well 
as the notable contribution of 
black men.

Let’s tell these Tories that they 
don’t represent us. Take BHM into 
our own hands. Let’s have 
meetings, social events, art and 
music from ourselves.

We don’t need their money. We 
are better off without them.

Jabulile Thomas
East London 
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 CALLING
 TIME ON
 BULLYING 
 BOSSES
Low paid workers from McDonald’s, Wetherspoon pubs 
and TGI Fridays restaurants all struck together last week. 
Alistair Farrow spoke to them about their fight, how they 
organised, and asks what sort of struggle can win

W
ORKERS across 
the food industry 
are fed up with low 
pay, insecure work 
and being treated 
with contempt by 

bosses. They’re striking back. 
Hundreds of people took action 

and walked out from their jobs in 
McDonald’s stores, TGI Fridays res-
taurants and Wetherspoon pubs on 
Thursday of last week. 

Uber Eats workers logged out from 
delivery apps.

It was an inspirational show of 
strength, with workers defying the 
little tyrant found in every workplace.

Beattie from TGI Fridays told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s all about the 
same thing—pay, dignity at work and 
trade union recognition.”

People took part in cities including 
Brighton, Bristol, Cardiff, Glasgow, 
London, Manchester, Newcastle, 
Plymouth and Southampton.

Workers travelled to Leicester 
Square in central London for a rally 
at 11am. Over 100 people attended, 
including international supporters.

More people took action across 
Britain throughout the day on 
Thursday. Some 50 striking Uber 
workers occupied the firm’s head 
office in London later on. 

The demand for £10 an hour min-
imum wage, an end to zero hour 
contracts and union rights will take 
a hard fight. But the campaign is 
having an impact.

Workers who have already been 
out on strike are already seeing the 
benefit of being in a union.

“We’re feeling positive—awareness 

is growing and with every strike we 
get more publicity,” said TGI Fridays 
striker Natalie. More people are join-
ing the union.

“Things are happening. We’ve got 
meals on shifts back after manage-
ment took them away in some stores. 
And they’ve stopped clocking us back.”

Clocking back is when manage-
ment round workers’ hours down to 
the nearest hour as a punishment for 
minor lateness or to save on wages.

“They’re just starting to know 
that we are picking up on this stuff 
and they can’t get away with it any-
more,” said Natalie. Before the strikes 
Wetherspoon brought workers’ annual 

Striking pub and fast food workers with Frances O’Grady from the TUC last week

pay rise forward in a sign, workers 
argue, that they’ve got bosses scared.

Jessie from the Post and Telegraph 
pub in Brighton spoke to Socialist 
Worker about how they have done it.

“There are two pubs in Brighton 
that are part of the strike,” he said. 
“We’ve been organising for just over 
six months. It’s been a struggle.

“Everyone is disaffected with the 
company and what it does.”

He described how more and more 
people have been coming to trade 
union meetings in the last couple of 
months. The shift came after people 
started organising together.

“We started by tackling small 
issues inside the pub. Rotas were a 
big issue, so was victimisation inside 
one of the pubs,” said Jessie. “We 
approached people and said, ‘We can 
address these things collectively.’”

Incredible
Workers launched petitions and 
grievance procedures, and began to 
win victories. 

“We fixed the small things together 
and then it was a natural step for 
people to join the union,” said Jessie. 
“It’s been an incredible process.”

All the workers involved in the 
strikes that Socialist Worker spoke 
to see themselves as part of that pro-
cess—a movement for decent pay in 
a section of the working class often 
ignored. To be successful, that move-
ment needs to look wider than parts 
of the working class deemed to be 
precarious.

Bfawu president Ian Hodson told 
the crowd, “No longer is it accept-
able for workers in the sector to be 

oppressed or exploited. Employers are 
finding that workers are fighting back.”

TUC general secretary Frances 
O’Grady addressed last Thursday’s 
rally. She said, “Although these are 
small-scale actions, they are grow-
ing and spreading. What I find really 
touching is that these are workers 
from different companies coming out 
to support each other.”

The question is how to spread the 
strikes and get more workers involved. 

Each strike by workers at a 
McDonald’s site or TGI Fridays res-
taurant raises the profile of the cam-
paign. Each one makes the prospect of 
workers fighting back and winning a 
reality in people’s heads and there is 
more potential for victory.

What is really needed to challenge 
the Tories’ low wage economy is a 
change in the balance of class forces.

Bosses won’t back down unless 
they are forced to.

In response to the str ikes 
Wetherspoon boss Tim Martin said, 
“It is understandable that there is 
pressure on pay with low unemploy-
ment and a housing shortage.”

He offered a half-hearted defence 
of his poverty pay policy. “Bonuses, 
free shares and other benefits should 
be taken into account in assessing 
pay,” he said.

“I don’t think it would benefit 
employees overall if, as some sug-
gest, Wetherspoon ended bonuses, 
free shares and other benefits, and 
increased the basic rate of pay.”

If the bosses are refusing to back 
down the alternative is to bring them 
to heel. 

The Labour Party has positioned 

itself as the force in society capable 
of delivering this.

Labour shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell said, “A briefing went 
out to all MPs which said, ‘If a picket 
takes place in your constituency, it’s 
your responsibility to attend it.’

“It’s the responsibility of every MP 
and Labour Party member.”

That’s a welcome intervention. But 
what does it mean?

Is it likely that Camden MP Keir 
Starmer will be visiting striking traf-
fic wardens in his constituency? 

Demanding
Too often the Labour leadership has 
failed to call for effective support for 
other disputes.

One example is the Birmingham 
care workers, who are striking against 
their Labour council’s plans to rob 
them of their jobs and gut the service.

Low pay is rife, and doesn’t just 
affect sections of workers deemed to 
be the most vulnerable.

In a vivid example of this, striking 
traffic wardens from Camden came 
down to the Leicester Square rally in 
solidarity. 

They are demanding a raise to 
£11.15 an hour from the outsourcing 
firm that employs them on behalf of 
Camden council—NSL. 

“We create money for them, 
it’s not fair,” one warden told 
Socialist Worker. “The NSL boss 
earns £708,000 a year and we earn 
£22,000, including overtime.

“This is supposed to be a five-day a 
week job, but we’re effectively forced 
to work overtime,” they said.

The wardens stand a good chance 

of winning. Out of a workforce of 
some 200 people about 130 are mem-
bers of Unison and, with some people 
either ill or on holiday, 100 of these 
are out on strike.

That kind of density is important for 
a strike to be effective and to hit bosses 
where it hurts—the bottom line.

“It’s almost a total shutdown. The 
council is losing big money, for sure,” 
said one warden.

And things are moving in the right 
direction in the fast food pay cam-
paign. A worker from one of the 
two Wetherspoon pubs involved in 
the strike estimated that almost 40 
workers had struck and travelled up 
to London. 

“There are about 50 workers at each 
of the two pubs in Brighton,” they said, 
pointing out another important factor 
in organising in the food industry—
high staff turnover. “We worked out 
that about 20 percent of staff won’t be 
there for more than two months. 

“That means you have to focus on 
people who have been there longer, go 
for the most experienced people and 
hopefully some of the rest will follow.”

Numbers matter in the fight for 
decent pay, for workers’ rights, and 
for a different kind of society. 

That means forging links of soli-
darity across industries and trade 
unions to create a movement capable 
of pushing forward where trade union 
leaders, and the Labour Party, won’t. 

As striker Lauren from McDonald’s 
in Manchester said, “If we organise 
now we can shape our own future. 
But we are going to have to fight for 
the Living Wage, we are going to 
have to fight for the union.”

Beattie—TGI Friday’s striker

Unions must do much more 
to fight scourge of low pay
THE STRIKES raise important 
questions about how to win 
decent pay. 

The elephant in the room 
is that the big trade unions 
have singularly failed to mount 
serious pay campaigns on a 
national basis. 

Last week’s strikes were 
inspiring.

But holding up a 
comparatively small group of 
workers as the banner bearers 
of the movement against low 
pay is not enough.

Unite is highlighting its 
campaign at TGI Fridays to show 
that something is being done. 

But what about the hundreds 
of thousands of workers in the 
public sector who have been left 
with below-inflation pay deals?

Meanwhile, too often the 
strategy is to wait for Labour to 
take office.

Labour shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell said on 
Thursday, “The message to every 

exploitative employer in this 
country—we are coming for you.” 

He went on to say, “A Labour 
government will guarantee full 
rights at work from day one,” 
also guaranteeing “£10 an hour 
minimum wage when a Labour 
government comes in to office.”

But the battle has to be 
fought now, not left until a 
general election.

Stagnating
The courage of the striking 
workers stands in stark contrast 
to the cynicism of many trade 
union leaders. 

Although many of their 
demands are different, the 
underlying reasons for the strike 
are the same.

Every day that passes prices 
are rising and wages are 
stagnating.

But despite the challenges, 
workers have shown they are 
up to it and they can organise 
themselves.

Inspiration from America
BETTY FROM the SEIU hospitality 
sector union in the United States 
spoke to Socialist Worker about 
how the brutal conditions working 
people are faced with are the 
same the world over.

“I’m sick of trying to live on a 
wage I can’t live on,” she said. 

“That’s why I fight. I’m tired of 
not being able to pay my bills or 
being able to feed my family. 

“When I started I was making 
the equivalent of £5.57 an hour.

“The bosses don’t address 
anything other than the money 
they are making. They always 
refuse to come to the table and 
negotiate.

“I joined the Fight For £15 
campaign and I’ve been fighting 
ever since. It started in the US 
and now it’s gone global.”

Supporter—Labour’s John McDonnell

Wetherspoon boss Tim Martin with his chum the Tory racist Boris Johnson

Rallying in London’s Leicester Square                                                         Picture: SocialiSt Worker

We fixed the small 
things... It was a 
natural step for 
people to join the 
union

‘‘ 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

DONCASTER
Fascism and the rise 
of the far right—how 
do we fight it?
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes street,
DN1 3NJ
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
In the era of Trump, racism 
and the far right—is 
socialism possible?
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Is Lenin still relevant today?
Wed 17 Oct, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
How was  the racist state 
of Israel created?
Thu 18 Oct, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM
The roots of racism 
and how we fight it
Wed 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Immigration—the myths 
spread to divide us
Wed 24 Oct, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Can we stop the Tories from 
destroying the NHS?
Thu 18 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Do all revolutions 
ultimately fail?
Wed 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CARDIFF
The Ku Klux Klan—the 
rise and fall of the US’s 
fascist movement
Wed 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX

CHESTERFIELD
In the era of Trump, racism 
and the far right—is 
socialism possible?
Thu 18 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Trump—trade wars 
and real wars
Thu 25 Oct, 8pm, 
Hythe Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
CO1 2FG
DERBY
A rebel’s guide to 
Martin Luther King
Thu 18 Oct, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL

DUNDEE
How do we get rid 
of the Tories?
Wed 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Breaking the British 
state—the socialist case 
for Scottish independence
Wed 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Thu 18 Oct, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,G1 5QT

HARLOW
Ten years since the collapse 
of Lehman Brothers—are 
we heading for another 
economic slump?
Thu 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
The Battle of Cable Street—
lessons for the fight 
against fascism today
Wed 17 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP
HULL
Prevent—why we 
should dissent
Thu 18 Oct, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd, 
HU6 7RZ
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The global crisis—
ten years on
Thu 18 Oct, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Wed 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln, 
L1 3BT
LONDON: CENTRAL
Who decides when we 
can have free speech?
Wed 17 Oct, 6.15pm, 
Room 235 UCL Foster 
Court Building,
Malet Place, WC1E 6BT
LONDON: HACKNEY
What is fascism and 
how do we fight it?
Thu 18 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd,
E5 0PU

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Africa, underdevelopment 
and resistance
Thu 25 Oct, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Marx@200—the 
revolutionary ideas 
of Karl Marx
Wed 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St, SE8 4RH
LONDON: NEWHAM
Corbyn, Labour and the 
fight for socialism
Wed 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
What is social 
reproduction theory?
Wed 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
Brixton, SW2 1EP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Palestine, antisemitism and 
why Israel is a racist state
Wed 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Rd, 
E3 5AT
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
The changing nature 
of the working class
Wed 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,E17 6QQ
LONDON: WEST
Capitalism and fashion—
what will you wear to 
the revolution?
Thu 18 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Irish civil rights 50 years on  
—why is Ireland changing?
Wed 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NORWICH
How to get rid of the Tories?
Thu 18 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
Capitalism versus 
the climate
Wed 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
The global crisis—
ten  years on
Thu 18 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
Should all the statues 
fall—the legacy of 
slavery and empire
Wed 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Building in the unions 
and workplaces
Wed 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
The Civil Rights Movement 
from Detroit to Derry
Thu 18 Oct, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
TELFORD
Palestine, antisemitism 
and defending Corbyn
Thu 18 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington, TF1 1PY
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Socialism—what sort 
of party do we need?
Wed 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St, WV1 4HW
YORK
The lost revolution— 
Germany 1918-1923
Wed 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS  

NATIONAL
Confronting racism and 
fascism—international 
conference
Sat 20 Oct, 
10am-5.30pm, 
Friends House,  
Euston Road, NW1 2BJ.
Speakers include Labour’s 
John McDonnell and 
Diane Abbott. 
Go to bit.ly/RacismConference
NEWCASTLE
Fighting racism and fascism 
today—lessons of the past
Thu 18 Oct, 7pm, 
Newcastle University,
NE1 7RU.
Supported by SUTR and UCU

A one-day conference hosted by 
the Socialist Workers Party

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories 
that matter: socialistworker.co.uk

Download Whatsapp to 
your phone
Save 07494 519595 as 
Socialist Worker WhatsApp
Send ‘start’ to the number 

MARXISM IN 
SCOTLAND
IDEAS FOR 

A WORLD IN 
TURMOIL 

l£10 waged l£5 unwaged     Book your ticket at bit.ly/MarxisminScotland

Renfield St Stephens Church Centre,  
Glasgow G2 4JP  

SATURDAY, 3 NOVEMBER 
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 A courageous production of Brecht’s anti-war classic
THEATRE
MOTHER COURAGE AND 
HER CHILDREN
At Albion Electric Warehouse, 
Leeds, LS10 1PR until  
20 October

RED LADDER Theatre 
Company, with the support 
of Leeds Playhouse, 
are putting on a new 
production of Bertolt 
Brecht’s Mother Courage 
and Her Children.

Written in 1939, the 
play is widely considered 
to be one of the greatest 
anti-war plays. We follow 
Mother Courage and her 

three children as she 
attempts to make a living 
by selling wares from her 
cart as the Thirty Years 
War drags on. 

The director Rod 
Dixon said he wants the 
audience to “imagine the 
trauma and realities of 
displacement and forced 
migration”.

It’s an immersive 
experience, with actors 
and a “community chorus” 
moving the audience 
from scene to scene in the 
warehouse where the play 
is performed. Full use is 
made of this space, which 
generates a sense of both 

intimacy and distance 
in the harrowing final 
moments. 

The cast is great and 
Pauline McLynn shines as 
a dominant, unpleasant, 
foul mouthed, sensual, 
witty and finally heart 
breaking Mother Courage. 

Her daughter Kattrin, 
brilliantly played by Bea 
Webster, was described by 
Brecht as ‘dumb’. 

Red Ladder challenges 
this description by 
having Webster—a deaf 
actor—break the rules 
of the play, and use 
signing to comment as 
well as interpret. Mother 

Courage is a discomfiting 
experience—not least 
because there aren’t 
enough seats for all the 
audience until the final 
scene. 

It would be deeply 
trite to say it mimics the 
experience of war and 
displacement. 

However, the cold and 
dirty conditions in which 
it is performed add a huge 
amount to the experience. 

It’s a play that will leave 
the audience unsettled, 
but there’s plently to enjoy 
in this astonishing and 
unique production.
Rebecca Townesend 

 First Man film puts humanity  
 at centre of the space race 
Starring Ryan Gosling, a new biopic of Neil Armstrong is about much more 
than a tense marriage and celestial exploration, writes Dave Sewell
FIFTY YEARS after US astronaut 
Neil Armstrong landed on the moon, 
films about real life space travel are 
a genre with well-established con-
ventions. First Man is refreshingly 
unafraid to break them.

It’s well worth seeing, and seeing 
in a cinema.

You might expect luxurious exte-
rior shots exalting the glory of space 
with slow, inspiring music. 

Well, there’s a bit of that. The 
lunar descent sequence is awesome 
and gorgeous, the eerily silent and 
colourless moonwalk that follows 
perhaps even more so.

But this is more a film of cramped 
cockpits, loud and confusing with the 
scream of hot metal and the bleeping 
of alarms. It’s intensely claustropho-
bic, the camera right up in Armstrong 
actor Ryan Gosling’s face.

Ingenious
You might expect a procedural plot 
about technical problems and ingen-
uous solutions. But this is a film 
about humans, not science.

At its core is emotionally-repressed 
Armstrong’s struggle to grieve for the 
daughter he lost to cancer. He shuts 
himself off from his family, adding 
to the strain caused by his repeated 
absences and brushes with death.

Claire Foy is impressive as Jean 
Armstrong, whose domestic labour 
fills the gap, and who angrily con-
fronts her husband and his Nasa 
bosses. 

The tension in their marriage acts 
as a microcosm of the debate around 
the space race.

Is it, as Jean snaps, just “a bunch 
of boys making models out of balsa 
wood”? Or is it, as Ed White played 
by Jason Clarke gushes, a noble quest 

to “look out” and “expand our hori-
zons”? White died in the Apollo 1 
cockpit fire, shown in all its horrific 
suddenness. Armstrong, bloodied in 
a crash, later admonishes his bosses 
for asking a little too late whether the 
cost was worth it.

The point is echoed with glimpses 
of critics, from skinflint politicians 
to protesters. The space programme 
wasn’t just a bunch of brilliant sci-
entists and brave pilots. It was the 

US state, a superpower that was also 
busy grinding its own citizens down 
in poverty, segregation and setting 
Vietnam ablaze.

Sending Armstrong to the moon 
helped US imperialism pose as the 
representative of all humanity, who 
watched with bated breath across the 
world. Today that state sees its power 
waning, its economy stagnating and a 
monster in the White House. 

So the Apollo programme is the 

perfect myth for those who’d rather 
“Make America Great Again” through 
the cosmopolitan imperialism of 
John F Kennedy than the insularity 
of Trump.

The film is as ambiguous as it 
can probably get away with, even  
controversially omitting Armstrong 
planting a US flag on the moon.

But however much it does to 
deconstruct a myth of US greatness, 
it does a bit more to revive it.

FIRST MAN features intensely claustrophobic moments

Pauline McLynn shines as
Mother Courage

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Sexism and the  
System—A Rebel’s Guide 
to Women’s Liberation
Judith Orr

2  Sylvia Pankhurst
Katherine Connelly

3  The Communist  
Manifesto
Karl Marx & Frederick Engels

4 Economics for the 
Many
Edited by John McDonnell

5 On Palestine
Noam Chomsky and 
Ilan Pappe

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

EXHIBITION
NOWHERE TO CALL HOME: 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
FORCED MIGRATION
Lyttelton Foyer, National 
Theatre, London SE1 9PX.  
Available to watch  
26 October to 2 November 
bit.ly/NowhereHome

CLIMATE REFUGEES from 
Bangladesh and the Arctic 
feature in this project by 
the Environmental Justice 
Foundation and playwright 
Ursula Rani Sarma. 

The curators wanted 
to focus on individuals 
affected by climate change 
because people are harder 
to ignore than statistics. 

Audio dramatisations 
will be used to describe 
climate refugees’ 
experiences, in what 
promises to be a powerful 
element of the show.

It’s part of the Seasons 
for Change programme, 
which is curated to inspire 
urgent action on climate 
change. 

FILM
22 JULY
Out now on Netflix.com. 
Directed by Paul Greengrass

NETFLIX’S LATEST feature 
tells the story of Norway’s 
2011 attacks which 
claimed the lives of 77 
people.

Nazi terrorist Anders 
Breivik attacked a camp 
organised by the youth 
division of the Norwegian 
Labour Party in a deadly 
rampage.

The film—premiered at 
September’s Venice film 
festival—tells the tragic 
story in three parts. 
Also on UK release this month 
is U-July 22, a Norweigan  
language feature about the at-
tacks and their aftermath. 
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READ MORE
lFascism—what it is and 
how to fight it 
by Leon Trotsky, £6
lIs the world going back 
to the 1930s? 
Socialist Worker article by 
Charlie Kimber  
bit.ly/backto1930s
lThe two faces of fascism 
Socialist Worker article by 
Weyman Bennett 
bit.ly/twofacesfascism

lRemembering “Rivers of 
Blood” 
International Socialism 
article by Shirin Hirsch  
bit.ly/riversblood

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

This didn’t mean that Austria 
had become a fascist state. 

Fascism is not just a more 
right wing, nasty, authoritarian 
version of what we have now. 

It is a fundamental break 
with racism that aims to bring 
about a completely different 
way of running society.

Fascists try to build a mass 
movement on the streets that 
can terrorise minorities and 
political opponents, and smash 
workers’ organisation and all 
democracy.

They have only ever come 
to power when the ruling class 
decides to hand it to them—in 
times of crisis or revolution.

But that doesn’t mean more 
mainstream right wingers are 
safe. Fascists will target anyone 
who is deemed to pose a threat 
to their rule.

In Germany in 1933 Hitler 
and the Nazi party were given 
power by the “Cabinet of the 
Barons”. This was a conserv-
ative group of land owners, 
capitalists and generals who 
had ruled Germany through  
presidential decree since 1930. 

There had been growing 
links between right wing con-
servative groups and the Nazis. 

The more mainstream right 
wingers hoped to use the Nazis 
to smash the workers’ movement  
and restore order. 

The level of crisis in Britain 
today isn’t so severe that the 
ruling class needs to look to a 
fascist movement to smash the 
left and the unions.

Yet this doesn’t mean that 
there isn’t a danger of fascists 
growing or getting into govern-
ment. In Austria the Tory-Nazi 
coalition has ramped up the 
racist atmosphere within soci-
ety and dragged politics further 
to the right. 

Growing Is lamophobia 
has reinforced older forms of 
racism too.

So the new government tried 
to shut down 42 mosques 
and draw up a list of 
imams to deport. 
Then an FPO min-
ister in the Lower 
Austria Region pro-
posed making Jewish 
people register if they 
want kosher food.

Similarly in Germany 
state racism in the wake 
of the refugee crisis fuelled 
the rise of the AfD. It saw 
an electoral breakthrough in 
November 2017—the first time 
Nazis have won MPs since the 
Second World War.

The AfD’s rise shows how 
state racism and the far right 

can reinforce one another.
Merkel’s racist scapegoating 

fuelled the AfD. Then conserv-
ative attempts to outflank the 
AfD helped to harden up the 
politics of the far right. 

The  AfD began as  a 
par ty  la rge ly  made  up 
of  t radi t ional  conserva-
tives and racist populists— 
but it is becoming a fascist 
party. Half its 92 MPs are Nazis 
and its fascist wing has made 
headway in internal elections.

This is not an isolated pat-
tern. The threat requires  
anti-fascists to take to the 
streets whenever the far 
right try to mobilise. 

But it also underpins the 
need to build a movement 
against the state-sponsored  

racism against Muslims, 
migrants and refugees that 
fuels the far right.

The far right in 
Britain (top) and 
Germany (above) 
have grown out 
of mainstream 
Islamophobia—but 
there is resistance 
(below) 
Top and below picTures:  

Guy smallman

F
AR right groups 
a r e  m a k i n g 
worrying gains 
across Europe. 
Even Tory home 
secretary Sajid 

Javid last week observed 
that “outright racist par-
ties have won significant 
numbers of seats” in some 
countries.

“But not here—not in 
Conservative Britain,” he 
boasted.

The idea is that the 
Tories, by pushing racist 
ideas, can defeat far right 
forces by winning their sup-
porters away. It is a common 
argument. 

But spouting right wing, 
racist ideas makes the far 
right more confident.

So Javid also claimed in 
his speech last week that 
Pakistani “culture” is a factor 
behind child sexual abuse 
scandals. 

Within hours the far right 
Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance (DFLA) was celebrat-
ing, bragging that his speech 
would help it “grow bigger 
and stronger”.

The group gloated that the 
“Tories are trying to appease 
us” after its racist protests in 
towns where the authorities 
have failed victims of sexual 
abuse. 

It is dangerous when main-
stream politicians make conces-
sions to the racist arguments of 
far right groups.

When Tory former foreign 
secretary Boris Johnson wrote 
that Muslim women who wear 
the burqa look like “letter 
boxes”, it normalised the ideas 
of the far right within wider 
society.

Various fascist and racist 
forces in Britain have seen a 
resurgence in recent months as 
they organise around the jailing 
of Nazi Tommy Robinson. 

A deep-seated hatred of 
Muslims is the glue that holds 
this new movement together. 

While there are specific fac-
tors behind the “Free Tommy” 
movement, it is part of a bigger 
pattern across Europe that has 
seen fascist and racist forces 
grow. 

State-sponsored racism 
against Muslims and migrants 
has played the key role in 
actively fuelling their rise. 

And both forms of scapegoat-
ing were significantly ramped up 
in the wake of the refugee crisis.

Solidarity
Refugees’ direct action and a 
mass feeling of solidarity forced 
European leaders to let in some 
of those fleeing in the summer 
of 2015.

Germany’s conservative chan-
cellor (prime minister) Angela 
Merkel opened the border and 
let in one million people. Then 
Tory prime minister David 
Cameron pledged to resettle 
20,000 people from Syria.

But our rulers were deter-
mined to retake the initiative. 
And so they continued their 
racism against refugees.

C a m e r o n  d e n o u n c e d 

refugees as a “swarm of 
people coming across the 
Mediterranean”. 

And right wing newspapers 
gave over thousands of column 
inches to dehumanising refu-
gees. Katie Hopkins told Sun 
newspaper readers that “these 
migrants are like cockroaches”.

This racism reinforced viru-
lent Islamophobia, which poli-
ticians had ramped up during 
the War on Terror in the 2000s. 

The fact that many refugees 
were fleeing from the Middle 

East helped combine the two 
forms of racism.

In Britain the far right 
also tried to capitalise on 
terror attacks in London and 
Manchester in 2016. 

Groups such as the Football 
Lads Alliance and DFLA have 
mobilised thousands of rac-
ists onto the streets of London 
against “extremism”—far right 
code for Muslims.

And both politicians and the 
far right play to racist ideas 
about how Muslim asylum 

seekers cannot integrate or 
accept “British values”.

In Germany the grand coa-
lition of Merkel’s conservative 
CDU and the Labour-type SPD 
pushed through a new integra-
tion law for refugees in 2016. 

CDU inter ior  minister 
Thomas de Maiziere made clear 
that “saying ‘Yes’ to our system 
of values” was a “crucial factor 
for integration”. 

“Orientation courses” to 
make sure refugees understood 
“German values” were a key 
part of the new law.

While the German coali-
tion government was debat-
ing the new law, a new racist 
movement was growing on the 
streets. 

The Pegida organisation 
mobilised thousands in towns 
and cities across Germany 
under the banner of “Patriotic 
Europeans  Aga ins t  the 
Islamisation of the West”. 

Leading figures of the far 
right Alternative for Germany 
(AfD) party were at the heart 
of the movement.

Merkel feared the growth of 
the far right could steal right 
wing conservative voters away 
from her government.

B
UT despite offi-
c ia l  warn ings 
against “extrem-
ism” of groups 
such as Pegida, 
m a i n s t r e a m 

politicians were pushing 
Islamophobic politics that 
fuelled them. 

And, in order to try and stem 
their rise, they tried to out-rac-
ist the racists.

This just made far right argu-
ments appear more credible.

Until the 2017 general elec-
tion Austria had a “grand 
coalition” government made 
up of the Tory OVP and the  
Labour-type SPO. Sebastian 
Kurz was a rising star on the 
right of the OVP and the for-
eign minister. 

Kurz played a key role in 
pushing for closing the borders 
during the refugee crisis and 
ramping up scapegoating of 
Muslims and migrants. 

By the time of the 2017 gen-
eral election, Kurz was the 
leader of the OVP.

He ran on a manifesto that 
was a carbon copy of the fascist 
FPO’s immigration policies—
and in some instances tried to 
outflank them from the right. 

The result was not defeat for 
the fascists at the polls. 

The Tories’ share of the vote 
went up by 7 percent to 32 per-
cent and they secured their 
position as the party with the 
most MPs. 

At the same time the fascists’ 
vote went up from 21 percent 
to 26 percent—and they only 
narrowly missed out to second 
place. 

The FPO didn’t just improve 
their share of the vote. The fas-
cists went from opposition to 
joining a Tory-Nazi coalition 
government and made sure to 
grab key ministries, including 
the ministries of the interior 
and security. 

FUELLING 
THE FIRE OF 
FASCISM
Tories and others claim that they can undermine the far 
right by being more racist. But as Tomáš Tengely-Evans 
explains, conceding to the fascists’ ideas just boosts them

Fascists try to 
build a street 
movement that 
can smash all 
democracy

‘‘ 
Angela Merkel

TORY BORIS Johnson’s attacks on Muslim women who wear the burqa makes Islamophobic fascists more confident

Don’t fall for right wing lies 
over abuse perpetrators

The left should give no 
ground to argument 
that Asian men are 
more likely to be child 
abusers, argues  
Sadie Robinson 
AN ARTICLE in the Morning 
Star newspaper last week 
blamed the left for the rise of 
the right. Alex Birch said left 
wingers “have allowed the far 
right a hearing” by ignoring 
issues, including paedophilia.

Apparently the left 
fears giving “inadvertent 
support to racists”.

This argument accepts 
the racist lie that Muslim 
men are more likely to 
be child abusers. 

Information on abusers’ 
ethnicity is patchy. 
But where ethnicity is 
known, the majority of 
perpetrators are white.

The most recent figures 
come from the first 
national assessment of 
child sexual exploitation.
It identified 2,379 offenders 
between March 2008 
and January 2011.

There was only reliable 
information on perpetrators’ 
ethnicity in 940 of the 
cases—under 40 percent. 
Of these, 26 percent were 
recorded as Asian.

Other types of sexual 
offence show an even 
lower percentage of 
Asian perpetrators.

Peter Davies of the Child 
Exploitation and Online 
Protection centre said, 
“Looking at this issue through 
the lens of ethnicity does not 
do the victims any favours.”

Selective
It is claimed the majority of 
“high profile” child abuse cases 
involve Asian men. That’s 
because cases involving Asian 
men are more high profile 
due to selective reporting.

In May 2018 a group 
of white people were 
convicted of offences 
against children, including 
rape and sexual assault, 
in Coventry. Four were 
members of the same family.

There were no front page 
headlines or politicians 
calling on white people to 
change their “culture”.

All abuse should be taken 

seriously. So focusing on 
abuse of white girls by 
Asian men is a problem.

It obscures the sexual 
abuse of children within 
families and other institutions 
such as the Church. 

And it’s not true that the 
left has avoided the issue of 
abuse. We have reported on 
cases of child abuse involving 
Asian men and others, and 
given voice to survivors. We 
explained how victims were 
repeatedly failed by social 
services and the cops. 

We also stood against 
attempts to whip up racism. 

Birch says we must “tackle 
the issue of paedophile 
gangs”, arguing the left should 
“militantly and aggressively” 
oppose paedophilia.

What does this mean? 
Joining the vigilantes who 
lure suspected paedophiles 
to fake meetings with 
children to attack them?

We’ve seen before where 
these kinds of appeals end up. 

In 2000 the Paulsgrove 
estate in Portsmouth saw 
a witch hunt, with people 
chased from their homes. It 
followed a News of the World 
“name and shame” campaign.

In 2013 Bijan Ebrahimi 

was wrongly accused of 
being a paedophile. He was 
beaten and burned to death 
at his home in Bristol.

What would the demands 
of “protests against 
paedophilia” be today? 
What forces would use those 
protests and for what ends?

Racists and the far right 
repeatedly seize on these 
issues. They see a chance to 
push the anger many people 
feel at how the authorities fail 
them in a racist direction.

It isn’t “ignoring” the 
issues that gives the right 
a hearing—conceding to 
their arguments does.

Abuse of children 
is a terrible thing that 
destroys lives. 

Oppression
Abuse happens because 
society is based on 
oppression, hierarchy and 
distorted sexuality. 

Giving in to right 
wing ideas about who 
commits child abuse 
reinforces that society.

We need to build a 
movement with the power 
to get rid of that society 
and build a new one.

For that we need united 
working class struggle. 
Pandering to racist myths 
undermines unity.

It helps our rulers 
pass the buck for the 
horrors of their system.

We don’t push back the 
right by agreeing with them. 
We don’t need to concede to 
racist arguments to connect 
with working class people.

Ordinary people have 
a history of organising 
against racism. We should 
have confidence in them.

A WITCH hunt in Portsmouth forced people from their homes

We don’t need 
to concede to 
racism to 
connect with 
working people 
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 Take action to push back the racists
Stand Up To Racism 
supporters have been 
organising across 
Britain to take on 
racism and the far 
right. Here’s Socialist 
Worker’s round-up

Islington
Islington SUTR activists 
organised two well-attended 
office meetings of council 
workers last week to discuss 
mobilisations against the far 
right.

Labour councillor Rakhia 
Ismail spoke passionately at 
one meeting about the effect 
of Islamophobia on the local 
area and wider society. 

There was a consensus 
in the discussions about the 
need to build a mass move-
ment against the global rise 
of the far right. 

The meetings agreed to 
publicise upcoming SUTR 
events in the north London 
borough.

Activists are planning 
more meetings in other coun-
cil offices and schools.

T h e s e  w i l l  b e  t h e  

beginning of SUTR work-
place groups.
Thanks to Jan Nielsen

Haverfordwest
Anti-racists held a success-
ful SUTR public meeting 
in Haverfordwest to plan 
upcoming activity in the area.

Speakers at the meeting in 
Pembrokeshire, West Wales, 
included Dinah Mullhol-
land from the Labour Party 
in Ceredigion and Sonia 
Klein from the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament (CND) 
Cymru.

Nimisha Trivedi from 
SUTR Swansea also spoke.

Tower Hamlets
Supporters of SUTR in Tower 
Hamlets, east London, held 
an organising meeting on 
Friday of last week.

The meeting discussed 
building for the SUTR 
national demonstration 
against racism and fascism in 
London on 17 November. A 

big turnout will be essential 
to give confidence to anti-
racists. 

Those attending included 
veterans of the fight against 
the Nazis on Brick Lane in the 
1970s and a Tower Hamlets 
Labour deputy mayor. 

The meeting took place on 
the 82nd anniversary of the 
Battle of Cable Street. Then 
anti-fascists stopped Oswald 
Mosley’s Blackshirts march-
ing through east London.

Harlow
SUTR supporters in Harlow, 
Essex, report that their public 
meeting shows “exactly what 
can be achieved when we 
unite to oppose racism”.

Speakers at the meeting 
on Wednesday of last week 
included firefighter and FBU 
union regional secretary Ric-
cardo la Torre and, Labour’s 
prospective parliamentary 
candidate for Harlow Laura 
McAlpine.

Miriam Scharf and Adam 
Cochrane from SUTR also 
spoke.

But the local  group 
reported, “The star of the 
show was undoubtedly local 

school student Joshua. He 
spoke about his shocking 
experiences of racism and his 
desire to stop it happening to 
others.

“Those who attended left 
motivated to stand up to 
racism.” 

The group is building for 
the SUTR international con-
ference on 20 October and 
a mass leafleting of Harlow 
town centre on Saturday  
27 October.

This is to promote the 
national demonstration 
against racism and fascism 
on 17 November. 

West London 
The North West London 
SUTR group called a protest 
in Harlesden after footage of 
police dealing with young 
black man.

It was set to take place at 
the scene of the incident this 
Tuesday as Socialist Worker 
went to press. It was called 
under the banner of “Black 
Lives Matter” and “No Jus-
tice—No Peace.” 
Send news of your local SUTR 
group’s activities to  
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

ANTI-RACISTS MET in Haverfordwest, West Wales  Picture: Pembrokeshire sutr
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‘Dangerous’
racist rules 
scapegoat 
refugees  
Councils that refuse to house some 
asylum seekers are whipping up 
division, writes Nick Clark

A DECISION to refuse housing 
in the north east of England 
to some asylum seekers has 
been labelled “dangerous” by 
the head of a leading refugee 
agency.

The Home Office struck a deal 
with local authorities not to house 
asylum seekers with “known 
criminality” in the area.

It comes after Labour MP for 
Sunderland Central Julie Elliott 
wrote to the government asking for 
a complete ban on housing for new 
asylum seekers. 

Julian Prior, chief executive 
of local refugee charity Action 
Foundation, told Socialist Worker 
that it was “deeply unfair” to 
blame immigrants for what some 
MPs have referred to as “tensions” 
in the area.

As far right and fascist forces 
whipped up a campaign alleging 
that migrants had sexually 
assaulted people in Sunderland, 
Elliott asked for a complete halt to 
housing asylum seekers “in light of 
the current tensions in the city”.

The letter—backed by the 
leaders of the Labour controlled 
council—was welcomed by the 
racists. It fuelled the scapegoating 
of refugees which, as Prior pointed 
out, can make life for migrants less 
safe.

Whipped
“When things are whipped up it 
divides people,” he said. 

“Certainly our experience of 
working with people is that they 
feel frightened quite often. 

“We’ve had incidents where 
people feel that they’ve been 
targeted for no particular reason.”

As well as blaming asylum 
seekers for sexual assaults, Elliott 
had also given credence to the idea 
that asylum seekers are to blame 
for crime or “antisocial behaviour”.

Deputy council leader 
Michael Mordey had also 
written to the Home Office after 
a meeting with residents. He 
said they were concerned about 
“general anti‑social behaviour, 

environmental concerns and 
perceptions that a high number of 
asylum seekers were residing in 
the area”.

At the time, only 271 asylum 
seekers were living in the whole of 
Sunderland.

Prior said it was “deeply 
unfair” to simply blame migrants. 
“Sunderland has been a very 
deprived city, so competition for 
resources is challenging,” he said.

“The kind of accommodation 
that refugees are housed in during 
their asylum claims—government 
contracted housing—is basic to say 
the least.

“The resources that asylum 
seekers are provided with doesn’t 
disadvantage local residents.”

Rather than limiting help 
for asylum seekers, Prior said 
governments, politicians and 
councils had to find ways to help 
migrants find work and a safe 
place to live.

“Some of the challenges are 
around poor policy rather than 
asylum seekers getting all the best 
of things,” he said. 

“The difficulty of new refugees 
to move on and contribute is 
created by government policy.”

.”
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Fascism—fuelling the fire 
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BACK STORY
Some councils are refusing to 
accommodate refugees who 
have a criminal record 
lIt follows a letter from 
Sunderland MP Julie Elliott, 
that conceded to ideas that fuel 
scapegoating of migrants
lLabour leaders of the council 
backed Elliott’s letter
lIt comes in a climate of far 
right mobilisations
lThe deal between the Home 
Office and local authorities will 
make racism worse

THERE’S COMPETITION for housing and other resources, but it’s not because of migration 

Migrant children denied free school 
meals under harsh Tory regulations
THE CHILDREN of refugees and 
migrants are going hungry because 
of the Tories’ racist immigration 
policies.

Children can have free school 
meals if their parents are claiming 
some types of benefits, including 
in‑work, out of work and disability 
benefits. 

The policy was supposed to stop 
the children of the poorest people 
in society going hungry. 

But the Tories’ “hostile 
environment” for migrants means 
that thousands of children are 
denied this support.

Many migrants from outside 
the European Union (EU) are hit 
by “no recourse to public funds” 
provision under the Immigration 
and Asylum Act 1999. 

Those affected include people 
who have come to Britain in the 
hope of gaining asylum.

Refugees can apply for financial 
support if they are applying for 
asylum status for the first time. 
This means that many children 
of asylum seekers can access free 
school meals.

Often this can be a much‑needed 
lifeline as asylum seekers only 
have access to meagre funds. 
Asylum seekers are not allowed to 

work in Britain—and they are only 
given £37.75 a month for each 
person in a household.

Around 39,132 people are 
receiving this sort of support.

Asylum seekers can go through 
a tortuous process of appeals if 
their claims are denied by the 
Home Office.

While they can reapply, support 
drops to £35.89 a week and it is 
much harder to make it through 
the means testing. Only 2,890 
people were receiving it at the 
beginning of this year.

This leaves many “failed” 

asylum seekers living in destitution 
and their children without any 
ability to access free school meals.

Refugees are one of the hardest 
hit groups, but the Tories’ racist 
policies affect a much wider 
section of migrants.

Those who fall under the “no 
recourse to public funds” provision 
include a person who has come on 
a spouse visa from outside of the 
EU. 

If you’re an international 
student with a child, you won’t be 
able to claim financial assistance 
for you or the child.

There has been a kick back 
among some Labour‑run councils 
and head teachers against the 
Tories’ nasty policy.

And some schools have been 
raiding departmental budgets to 
pay for the meals. This is partly 
because of work by refugee 
campaigners and parents.  

It’s good that some local 
politicians and school bosses have 
pledged to deal with the scandal. 
But they shouldn’t have to use 
money from elsewhere. 

The Tories should be forced 
to stump up the money and drop 
their racist immigration policies. 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans
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Workers’ sit-in at 
closing care home
CARE WORKERS at a 
residential care home 
in Stalybridge, Greater 
Manchester, staged a sit-in 
last week. 

They say they had to use 
£5,000 of their own money to 
buy food for residents after 
the company operating the 
site went into insolvency.

Some workers at Carson 
House Care Home said they 
faced eviction from their own 
homes. They had been left 
unable to feed their families 
and pay bills because they 
had not been paid themselves.

Amazon deal was 
not what it seemed
AMAZON WORKERS are 
angry at the global retail 
giant after it emerged a pay 
increase announced recently 
for its workforce would be 
offset by the removal of share 
and incentive schemes.

This will cost some workers 
£1,500 in a single year.

Amid much fanfare, 
Amazon had announced an 
increase in minimum wage 
rates to £10.50 an hour for 
workers in London, and £9.50 
an hour outside London.

But the company failed to 
mention the significant cut. 

Telford packaging 
workers want a rise
WORKERS AT WZ Packaging in 
Telford, Shropshire, are fighting 
over pay having received 
no rise for over four years. 
The managing director has 
awarded himself a £60,000 
bonus each year since 2014. 

The Unite union is now 
demanding a 3 percent 
increase and workers have 
begun an overtime ban.
lMessages of support to  
Unite regional officer Christine 
Crolley, 6 Victoria Square 
Wolverhampton WV1 1LD.
Andy Brown 

Offshore strike vote 
begins in North Sea
GMB UNION members in the 
North Sea offshore industry 
have begun a strike ballot.

They want a 4 percent 
pay rise for those covered 
by the Offshore Contractors 
Association (OCA) agreement.

Negotiations with the OCA 
have been taking place since 
January and two pay offers 
have already been rejected.

McCluskey cleared 
by unions’ regulator
THE CERTIFICATION Officer, 
the regulator for Britain’s 
trades unions, announced last 
week that there was no breach 
of rules during the 2017 
election for the post of general 
secretary of the Unite union.

This was won by Len 
McCluskey. The Certification 
Officer dismissed every 
charge brought against the 
union by Gerard Coyne and 
a member of his campaign, 
Richard Brooks.

 Pay battle by Bolton 
outsourced NHS staff 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

OUTSOURCED health workers 
in Bolton were set to begin a 
48-hour walkout for higher pay 
on Thursday.

The Unison union members 
at the Royal Bolton Hospital 
in Greater Manchester work 
for the iFM wholly-owned 
subsidiary as cleaners, porters 
and support staff. 

While the hospital is iFM’s 
only shareholder, bosses are 
refusing to give workers the 
agreed NHS pay rates of £8.93 
an hour. 

Their dispute shows how 
wholly-owned subsidiaries 
are a launchpad to full blown 
privatisation.

Bosses tried to fob off 
workers with a new pay offer, 
which was conditional on the 
union calling off the strikes. 

This would have 
amounted to the Living Wage 
Foundation’s real living wage 
rate of £8.75 an hour—still less 

than what directly-employed 
NHS workers receive.

This would have allowed 
iFM bosses to entrench the 
divide between outsourced 
workers and those directly 
employed.

The aim of wholly-owned 
subsidiaries is to undermine 
workers’ wages, terms and 
conditions. 

Slashing the wage bill 
makes it more attractive to 
private companies to take over 
those services in the future. 

Defuse 
Workers rejected bosses’ 
attempts to defuse their anger 
at meetings and supported 
going ahead with the strikes. 

Unison organiser Tim 
Ellis said, “Staff spoke very 
clearly and determinedly at 
our meetings about how they 
want the dignity of common 
treatment. 

“Staff perform important 
roles in the hospital, and there 
should be NHS pay rates for all 

NHS staff.” He added, “Bolton 
iFM’s latest offer shows that 
they have the resources to pay 
close to the NHS rate in the 
short term. 

“It would be easy for them 
now to pay staff the proper 
rate and commit to their 
workforce in the future.”

Bosses at the Royal Bolton 
NHS Foundation Trust should 
bring all those workers back in 
house.

The NHS Improvement 
regulator issued guidance 
last month telling trusts to 
pause plans to set up any new 
wholly-owned subsidiaries. 

A number of trusts across 
the North and Midlands have 
backed down in recent months. 

This would not have 
happened without a series of 
determined fights, including 
in nearby Wigan where strikes 
forced bosses to back down 
from outsourcing plans.

Every trade unionist should 
build support for the fight at 
Bolton.

BOLTON NHS workers are ready for the battle  

 Tell MPs that education 
needs extra funding now
UCU UNION members will 
meet in central London on 
Saturday for a conference 
to discuss the battle to 
defend education.

The conference, “Resisting 
the market—uniting for pay, 
pensions, democracy, equality 
and justice” takes place at 
University College London.

Sessions will look at 
reclaiming the curriculum, 
how to organise strikes, 
resisting redundancies and 
defending migrants.

The event comes as UCU 
members in further and 
higher education near the end 
of a ballot for strikes over pay. 
Workers in universities want 

a rise of 7.5 percent, while 
those in colleges are pushing 
for a 5 percent increase.

The ballots, across 110 
universities and 147 colleges, 
end on Friday of next week.

UCU members will protest 
in central London next 
Wednesday to demand more 
money for further education. 

The lobby of parliament 
is part of a week of action 
over funding backed by 
the bosses’ Association of 
Colleges group.
lLobby. Wed 17 Oct, assemble 
12.15pm, Waterloo Place for 
march to Parliament Square. 
Go to bit.ly/UCULeft13Oct to 
register for the conference

HEALTH WORKERS UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

PAY

 Revolt continues over health pay deal
TWO THIRDS of the 
leadership body of the Royal 
College of Nursing (RCN) 
announced last week that 
they would step down. 

This comes amid a 
grassroots backlash over a 
shoddy pay deal. 

The RCN Council members 
had been trying to hang on 
after a 78 percent vote of no 
confidence last month. 

Pressure forced them to 
say they couldn’t ignore the 
“moral weight” of the vote 

The RCN was among 
the 13 health unions that 
misrepresented a pay deal to 
members.

The vote and resignations 

vindicate all those in Unison 
and the other health unions 
who fought to reject the NHS 
pay deal. 

Health workers were 
promised a 3 percent pay 
rise this year. 

But this was broken into 
two stages for those who 
have not reached the top of 
their pay bands—1.5 percent 
in August and 1.5 percent on 
their pay increment date.

This means that unless 
a workers’ pay increment 
date was on 1 April, they 
won’t get the full 3 percent 
increase this year.

Nominations for 12 of the 
17 seats on the RCN council, 

its leadership body, have 
opened now and close on 25 
October. 

The elections will begin on 
21 November and close on 
11 December. 

The RCN’s president and 
deputy president are among 
those in the leadership who 
are not stepping down.

There is widespread anger 
in the NHS that the deal 
has not measured up to the 
claims that were made about 
it.

Activists in Unison, Unite 
and the GMB should use the 
RCN revolt to pressure all 
the union leaders to reopen 
the deal. 

 Cable workers lay claim to 
a rise more than 2 percent
WORKERS AT Prysmian 
Cables in Eastleigh, 
Southampton, struck for the 
second time on Wednesday 
of last week. 

There was a great spirit 
on the picket line, as most 
Prysmian workers are out, 
apart from agency workers, 
who the strike committee are 
not concerned about. 

European lorries have 
turned away from the picket 
line. 

The Unite union members 
are fighting against a miserly 
2 percent pay rise, which is 
all this incredibly profitable 

company have offered—
although recently they gave 
more to the cable-jointers. 

There has been a large 
police presence which the 
strike committee believe 
has been requested by the 
company. 

Management have also 
shown how vindictively petty 
they can be by not allowing 
pickets to use company 
toilets. 

Workers plan to continue 
the action on 10 and 17 
November, with pickets every 
day of the strike. 
Glyn Oliver

MANUFACTURING WORKERS

TAXIS

 Uber drivers want £2 a mile
UBER DRIVERS in London, 
Birmingham and Nottingham 
struck for 24 hours from 1pm 
on Tuesday. 

Workers asked people to 
“not cross the virtual picket 
line by logging into the Uber 
app as either a driver or 
passenger.”

They are in United Private 
Hire Drivers, part of the 
Independent Workers of Great 
Britain union.

Their demands include an 
increase in fares to £2 a mile, 
a reduction in the commission 
levied by Uber to 15 percent, 
and a halt to unfair dismissals.

As part of the strike, 
workers protested outside the 

firm’s headquarters on Leman 
Street in east London.

Rallies also took place in 
Birmingham and Nottingham.

On Thursday of last week 
UberEats couriers, Uber drivers 
and supporters occupied the 
lobby of Uber’s offices as part 
of the fast food national day of 
action. 

Around 50 people sprang a 
surprise protest in the lobby of 
Aldgate Tower, where Uber’s 
UK headquarters are based in 
London. 

The protesters stayed in the 
lobby for almost an hour doing 
a series of chants including, 
“Uber, Uber you can’t hide, we 
can see your greedy side.”

Hot work for Prysmian pickets        
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South Western Railway workers picket Picture: Guy Smallman

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 Strikes are just the  
 ticket for wardens
by SARAH BATES 

TRAFFIC WARDENS at 
Camden council in north 
London finished a solid  
five-day strike for higher 
pay on Friday of last week. 

Over 120 Unison union 
members who work for 
outsourcing giant NSL are 
demanding £11.15 an hour.

Strikes in 2015 won work-
ers a three-year pay deal of 
£10.20 an hour and bosses’ 
agreement to pay them  
25p above the London Living 
Wage. 

The living wage has risen 
to £10.20 an hour and NSL 
bosses are refusing to cough 
up any more cash. 

Chanting 
Confident picket lines were 
held at five sites in the bor-
ough, with workers chanting, 
“Low pay, no way”.

The parking service is big 
money. 

The traffic wardens—
officially known as civil 
enforcement officers—helped 
collect £26 million in parking 
tickets for the council last 
year.  

And despite NSL making 
a £2 million profit in 2017, 

bosses are refusing to pay 
workers more.  

Liz Wheatley is Camden 
Unison branch secretary. “It 
is pretty scandalous that a 
predominantly black, low-
paid workforce is forced to 
have to strike every single 
time they want to get a pay 
increase,” she said. 

The workers have already 

won a concession from NSL—
but rejected the offer of 
£10.45 an hour. 

One striker on the picket 
line said, “The price of every-
thing is going up, but our pay 
is stagnant. 

“We are not getting enough 
to keep up a minimum stand-
ard of living. 

“We are standing here 

demanding a pay rise to 
£11.15 an hour.” 

Strikes by Camden traffic 
wardens have forced bosses 
to cough up before.

Unison should announce 
more dates. 
lTo send solidarity messages 
or to arrange for a striker to 
come to speak at your meeting 
email unison@camden.gov.uk

SOCIAL CARE 

Birmingham home care 
workers plan more action
BIRMINGHAM HOME care 
workers are preparing 
to unleash another 
programme of strikes in 
their long-running battle 
against redundancies, cuts 
and privatisation.

A vote at a 130-strong 
meeting of Unison union 
members saw them 
unanimously vote to reject 
the Labour-run council’s 
latest offer. 

After talks workers 
were offered contracts of 
16, 23 and 27.15 hours a 
week. 

Council bosses initially 
wanted to transfer workers 
onto reduced hours of 14, 21 
or 23 hours a week.

But Mandy Buckley, 
Unison senior steward, said 
workers need more hours to 
pay for the essentials. 

“We’re low-paid workers, 
we’re struggling now, just 
to get by month by month 

or week on week”, she told 
Socialist Worker. “It’s so 
bad people could lose their 
homes in three months and 
be in a hostel, moving round 
the country.”

The new shift patterns 
would leave workers unable 
to take the second jobs 
that many have in order to 
survive. 

Workers are standing 
firm in the face of council 
pressure.

The 280 Unison union 
members have periodically 
struck for ten months to 
stop the council’s assaults. 

Workers are planning to 
announce new strike dates 
soon—likely to be five days 
of action at a time. 

The council’s latest offers 
shows it is able to make 
some concessions. 

More determined action 
could finish off its rotten 
plans for good.

SCHOOLS 

JUBILANT SCENES on the traffic wardens’ picket lines in Camden  Picture: Guy Smallman

TRANSPORT 

Railway bosses face safety 
strikes at end of the tunnel  
HUNDREDS OF train guards 
walked out last Saturday in the 
latest action over defending 
jobs and safety.

RMT union members on 
South Western Railway began 
a 48-hour strike last Friday 
and were joined by Northern 
rail workers the following day. 

And Northern train gaurds 
were set to strike again 
on Saturday and again on 
Saturday of next week.

The workers are fighting 
the introduction of more driver 
only operation (DOO) trains, 
which make travel inaccessible 

and less safe. RMT general 
secretary Mick Cash slammed 
the penny-pinching bosses who 
want to use DOO because it 
means services won’t always 
have a guard on the train. 

He said, “Other train 
operators have been prepared 
to engage seriously with 
RMT on the crucial issue of 
a guaranteed second safety-
critical member of staff on 
their services.

“Northern and South 
Western have dragged their 
heels and made a mockery of 
the talks.” 

LONDON UNDERGROUND 

Shutdown on Central Line
TUBE DRIVERS on the 
Central and Waterloo and 
City lines struck last Friday, 
bringing large parts of 
London’s transport network 
to a standstill. 

Aslef union members 
walked out for 24 hours over 
a breakdown in industrial 
relations. Finn Brennan, Aslef 
organiser on the London 

Underground, said workers 
were striking over a range 
of issues. “We have seen 
drivers dismissed because of 
one mistake after 25 years of 
excellent service,” he said.

“Or drivers have been 
reduced in grade because 
they had the temerity to 
take time off sick after a 
traumatic incident.”

AIRPORTS 

Pay fight looms at Luton
LOW-PAID CLEANERS at 
London Luton Airport could 
be heading for strikes after 
unanimously rejecting a pay 
offer. 

Bosses offered the Unite 
union members working for 
outsourcer Sasse a three-year 
pay deal.

It would still leave workers 
paid under the living wage of 

£8.75 an hour that workers are 
demanding. 

Unite regional officer Jeff 
Hodge said, “Profits are up 
for Sasse and Luton Airport 
announced profits of  
£39.6 million. 

“Luton and its contractors 
have no excuse for paying 
workers below the real living 
wage.”

BENEFITS 

ACTIVISTS HAVE launched 
Norfolk Against Universal 
Credit (NAUC) under the 
banner of “Stop and Scrap 
Universal Credit”. 

The rollout of the 
Universal Credit benefit is 
due to continue in the county 
over the next few weeks. 

In Great Yarmouth it 
has already been blamed 
for a rise in homelessness 
and food bank usage. And 

the problems faced by 
disabled people in Norfolk 
are compounded by the 
fact that it is a mainly rural 
county with poor transport 
communication links. 

This isolation is 
exacerbated by cuts to social 
care, which leave many 
disabled people as prisoners 
in their own homes.
Wendy Smith and 
Mick Hardy

All out to stop bosses’ dogs 
dinner over redundancies
DINNER LADIES at Ladywood 
Primary school in Grimethorpe 
started an all out indefinite 
strike last Thursday.  

The Unison union members 
are fighting redundancy. 

School bosses in South 
Yorkshire want to slash 
their jobs and use teaching 
assistants to supervise meal 
times instead. 

This strike against a 
stubborn head teacher shows 
workers who are being badly 
treated in other schools that it’s 
possible to fight back.  

At a meeting with Unison 
last Wednesday the head 
teacher announced that 
two Higher Level Teaching 

Assistants (TAs) would also 
be made redundant. TAs will 
join the all out strike once they 
have given two weeks’ notice.

 TA Jade Nippers said, 
“We’ve had support from other 
schools who have said they 
want to learn from us how to 
organise a picket line”.

Parents have been signing a 
petition for the dinner ladies. 

Jade said, “We have a good 
community in Grimethorpe. 
Unison are planning a fun day 
for local people to come along 
and join us and celebrate our 
unity”.
George Arthur 
lSolidarity to branchoffice@
unisonbarnsleylg.org

EQUAL PAY 

ACTION IS on the horizon at 
Glasgow council after Unison 
and GMB unions announced 
strikes for equal pay. 

Some 7,200 workers in 
education and care, cleaning 
and catering services are 

set to walk out on 23 and 24 
October. 

They are part of a 12-year 
battle with the council after 
it revised pay structures to 
grade women’s work lower 
than men’s work.
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THE DFLA marched earlier this year. Now it wants to do it again, and put itself at the head of the growing far right movement in Britain    Pictures: Guy smallman

 OPPOSE RACISTS  
 ON THE STREETS
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

A N T I - R AC I STS  p l a n 
to protest against the 
Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance (DFLA) in London 
this Saturday.

T h e  v i c i o u s l y 
Islamophobic group has 
called a march from Hyde 
Park to Whitehall in central 
London.

Stand Up To Racism and 
Unite Against Fascism have 
called a counter-mobilisa-
tion. It has the backing of 
Labour shadow ministers 
Dianne Abbott and John 
McDonnell and leading fig-

ures in the labour 
movement. 

Other left wing 
groups have also 

said they will 
p r o t e s t 
against the 
DFLA on 
Saturday.

T h e 
D F L A 
wants to 
whip up 

Islamophobia by pushing the 
lie that sexism and abuse is 
the preserve of Muslim or 
Asian men. Some on the left 
have given ground to this lie 
(see page 15). 

It has been trying to 
organise in towns where the 
cops and authorities have 
failed victims of child abuse. 

The  publicity for the 
march rails against the 
“thousands of migrants” and 
“returning jihadis” from the 
Middle East.

The DFLA received a boost 
ahead of the march from 
Tory home secretary Sajid 
Javid last week. 

At the Tory party con-
ference last Tuesday Javid 
suggested that Pakistani 
“culture” was a factor behind 
child abuse.

Pressure
The DFLA urged its support-
ers to “take the positives 
from the home secretary’s 
speech” and “keep the pres-
sure up”. 

This underlines the need 
to take to the streets against 
the fascists and racists wher-
ever they try to mobilise. 

And it shows the impor-
tance of building a mass 

movement  against  the 
racism pushed by politicians 
and the press that fuels the 
far right.

The DFLA march takes 
place at a critical time for 
the anti-fascist and anti-rac-
ist movement in Britain.  

It comes on the one-year 
anniversary of a 15-20,000 
strong march by the “origi-
nal” FLA, which brought 
together racist thugs from 
across Britain. The successor 
DFLA wants to repeat this. 

The DFLA’s racism has 
also hardened up in the year 
since that march.

The initial demonstration 
was called under the banner 
of “united against extrem-
ism” and the leadership was 
keen to keep Nazi Tommy 
Robinson at arm’s length. 

That has totally changed.
Vicious racism against 

Muslims is the glue that 
binds the DFLA together 
and Robinson has become 
the group’s main focus.

The DFLA hopes the 
march will put its at the head 
of the “Free Tommy” move-
ment that has galvanised the 
forces of the British far right. 

Robinson was arrested for 
filming outside a Leeds court 

in June as part of an attempt 
to exploit a sexual abuse trial 
to whip up Islamophobia. 

He was released on bail 
and is awaiting retrial. 

His retrial was scheduled 
for last month, but the full 
hearing will now take place 
on Tuesday 23 October. 

If Robinson is released, 
it will boost every fascist 
and racist in Britain and 
internationally. 

Terrorise
And if he’s sent down, they 
will use it as a pretext to 
take to the streets to terrorise 
Muslims and their political 
opponents. 

Every anti-racist must 
go all out to build for the 
national demonstration 
against racism and fascism 
in London on 17 November.

That demonstration can 
give confidence to anti-racists 
to take on divisive arguments 
pushed by politicians.

And it can feed into a 
movement that is capable of 
breaking the confidence of 
the far right on the streets. 
Oppose the racist DFLA 
Saturday 13 October, 1pm, Old 
Palace Yard, London SW1P.  
Called by SUTR and UAF.

Join conference in London
ANTI-RACISTS from 
across the world are 
coming to London this 
month for the Stand Up 
To Racism conference.

With the racist Donald 
Trump in the White 
House, racists the world 
over are emboldened. 

Speakers confirmed 
so far for the conference 
include Labour MPs 
Diane Abbott and 
John McDonnell, and 
Matt Wrack of the FBU 
union. International 
speakers from Austria, 
Hungary and Greece 
will also be attending.

Organisers “are 
inviting all those who 
want to build a mass 
movement against the 
far right on the streets, 
in the workplaces, on 
the campuses and in our 
communities to debate 
the way forward”.

Themes will include 
the rise of the far right, 
the Windrush scandal, 
refugee solidarity 
and Islamophobia.
Join the conference on 
Saturday 20 October.  
10am to 5.30pm 
Register at  
bit.ly/SUTRConferenceNothing to see here... on a previous 

DFLA march

Shadow home secretary Diane Abbott at last year’s conference
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