
 TORIES’
  DEADLY
 BORDER
 REGIME
THE TORIES’ attempted depor-
tation of a chronically ill man 
has exposed the racism of 
Britain’s brutal border regime.

Sangarapillai Balachandran has 
suffered three strokes in the last six 
years—and could die if he’s made 
to board a long-distance flight.

That hasn’t stopped the Home 
Office trying to send him back to 
Australia four times.

The Balachandran family are 
Sri Lankan Tamils who have 
 Australian citizenship. 

The most recent deportation 
attempt on Monday night saw 

his blood  pressure rise to such 
dangerous levels that the family 
refused to board the flight. 

The Tories now want to deport 
the family individually—and leave 
Balachandran here to die alone.

Their treatment is part of a 
system of border guards, barbed 
wire and detention centres justi-
fied by racist scapegoating.  

We need a movement to boot 
out the Tories and all of their 
racist policies—and tear down the 
deadly border regime. 

Full story >>Page 3THE BALACHANDRAN family refused  to board a deportation flight this week 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
THIS SATURDAY, 20 OCTOBER, 10am, 
FRIENDS HOUSE, EUSTON, LONDON 
HOSTED BY STAND UP TO RACISM 
>>For details page 4

PROTEST AT RACISM & FASCISM
SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER, 

12 NOON, LONDON
CALLED BY STAND UP TO RACISM 

AND BACKED BY THE TUC standuptoracism.org.uk
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 DEPORTATION MAY KILL STROKE VICTIM ENVIRONMENT

Fracking 
outrage as 
drilling starts
by SARAH BATES 

FRACKING HAS once again 
started in Britain, in another 
sign of how the Tories and 
big business are endangering 
the environment. 

Cuadrilla announced at 1pm 
on Monday it had started the 
first large-scale hydraulic oper-
ations for seven years. 

There hasn’t been any com-
mercial fracking since the prac-
tice caused two earthquakes in 
Lancashire in 2011.

The Preston New Road (PNR) 
site near Blackpool has been at 
the centre of the fight against 
fracking since 2016.

In October of that year, the 
Tories rode roughshod over 
Lancashire County Council’s 
decision to deny the frackers 
permission to operate.

The Tory government has 
since made it easier for central 
government to grant permis-
sion directly to fracking com-
panies if local governments are 
opposed. 

Two protesters from the 
Reclaim the Power environmen-
tal campaign blocked the main 
entrance to the site on Monday 
by locking themselves to a scaf-
folding structure at the gates. 

Henry Owen sat on top 
of a scaffolding attached 
to a parked van for around  
12 hours. He said “It’s abso-
lutely vital because this indus-
try has no social licence in the 
UK,” he said. 

“It’s being pushed through by 
a government who don’t care
>>Page 3

Lancashire fracking protest this week
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lDOWNING STREET police 
don’t only climb into body 

armour, attach handcuffs, strap 
9mm Glock 17 sidearms on and 
tool up with Heckler & Koch G36C 
submachine guns.  
    They carry pet treats—  
Dreamies apparently for 
Larry, the Number 10 cat.

Fishing ‘codfathers’ make an 
offer that can’t be refused 
FIVE OF Britain’s wealthi-
est families control more 
than a quarter of the coun-
try’s fishing quotas. 

Concentrating ownership 
of the lucrative quotas in 
such a small number of com-
panies is helping to destroy 
the livelihoods of thousands 
of smaller-scale fisherfolk 
excluded from the system, 
according to Greenpeace.

In Scotland the families 
include the Taits, who con-
trol the Fraserburgh-based 
Klondyke Fishing Company, 
the Buchans, who run the 
Peterhead-based Lunar 
Fishing and the Woods, who 
run JW Holdings in Aberdeen. 

Greenpeace investigated 
the ownership and distribu-
tion of fishing quotas.

The investigation, using 
records from Companies 
H o u s e ,  f o u n d  t h a t  
29 percent of the fishing 
quota was controlled by five 

families on the Sunday Times 
Rich List, including three in 
Scotland.

Quotas are a means by 
which governments regulate 
the industry under the EU’s 
common fisheries policy. 

These can be bought, 
sold and leased, leading to 
claims that big companies 
are  snapping up ever-larger 
shares.

Will McCallum, head 

of Oceans at Greenpeace, 
said, “This sell-off of British 
waters by our own govern-
ment is a national disgrace 
and an  economic, social and 
 environmental tragedy.”

He said that successive 
governments had destroyed 
livelihoods, encouraging 
unsustainable fishing, and 
allowed “a wealthy cabal 
of fishing barons to become 
‘codfathers’.”

The Scottish families iden-
tified include Alexander 
Buchan and family, whose 
estimated net worth is £147 
million. Their Lunar Fishing 
Company controls 8.9 per-
cent of the quota.

K l o n d y k e  F i s h i n g 
Company, owned by Robert 
Tait and family (worth £115 
million) holds 6.1 percent of 
the total, and JW Holdings, 
owned by Sir Ian Wood and 
family (worth £1.7 billion), 
holds 1 percent.

Hundreds  of  vesse ls 
shorter than ten metres—
around three quarters of 
the fishing fleet—were not 
required to record their 
catches in the 1990s.

They therefore missed out 
on a fair share of fishing rights.

These smaller enter-
prises are going out of busi-
ness because they only have 
access to 4 percent of the cur-
rent total quota.

lTORY MP Johnny Mercer has landed 
a second job at a cyber-security firm 

earning £85,000 a year for working 20 
hours a month. So while being an MP and 
paid £77,379 plus expenses, he’s still able 
to fit in another job, on more money. 

 Handily the long summer recess, 
which began on 20 July and only 
ended last Tuesday, helps no end. 

    Opposing the price of 
wine is sour grapes 
A FRENCH wine has 
fetched the highest price 
for a single bottle, more 
than doubling the record.

The 1945 Romanée-
Conti, considered to be 
the best burgundy, sold 
for £424,000—17 times 
its upper 
estimate—at 
Sotheby’s in 
New York on 
Saturday. 

A few 
minutes later 
another 1945 
Romanée-
Conti sold for 
£377,000.

The 
previous 
record for 
a standard 
wine bottle 

was £177,164, paid for 
an 1869 Château Lafite 
Rothschild in 2010.

In another 
record-breaking sale at 
the auction, A bottle of 
Macallan 1926 whisky 
sold for £641,000, the 

highest price 
Sotheby’s has 
achieved for a 
single spirit. 

However, 
it was well 
short of the 
world record 
£848,750 
for a bottle 
of 1926 
Macallan 
Valerio Adami 
paid this 
month at 
Bonhams.

Gold credit card for 
those making a mint  
THE ROYAL Mint is said 
to be developing a gold 
credit card for those who 
want to add weight to 
their wallets.

The cards, made of 
18 carat gold, will work 
in cash machines and at 
contactless card readers. 

The card itself will 
cost about £3,000. The 
signatures of owners will 
be engraved on the back.

Mastercard is handling 
the technology to 
process payments. The 
cards have already 
been offered to 
multimillionaires.

lTORY Andrew 
Kennedy recalls 

working for Andrea 
Leadsom’s short-lived 

leadership campaign. Its 
base was in the same 
house used by John 
Major campaign in 1995. 

“When Major was 
here,” the hostess 
explained one lunchtime, 
“Viscount Cranborne 
would send round a 
Fortnum’s hamper, 
delivered in his Rolls 
Royce by two liveried 
footmen.” 

Team Leadsom sent out 
for sandwiches.

Underworked—Johnny Mercer

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Something’s 
changing and 
it’ll change back 
again’
US President Donald Trump 
now accepts climate change— 
sort of

‘As soon as 
the wedding 
finished it was 
like it never 
happened. We 
had people 
in here who 
didn’t know 
who Princess 
Eugenie is’
A Windsor fudgemaker on the 
royal wedding last week

‘They should 
pay for their own 
wedding’ 
Windsor rough sleeper 
Sunny Kumar

‘Absolute curse 
on the earth, 
leaving that 
school with 
a sense of 
entitlement  
and 
over‑educated 
cultural 
posturing’
Author John Le Carre, who 
taught at Eton in the 1950s, on 
the quality of the students
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Cop trades 
on Holocaust 
PC MATT HART, of 
Northamptonshire 
Police, sold barbed wire 
and items described as 
“fence insulators” as 
Auschwitz memorabilia.

The items have now 
been withdrawn from sale 
and the eBay account is 
believed to be closed.

His force said it was 
satisfied no offences 
had been committed.

A cop said, “We can 
confirm the officer had 
previously declared a 
business interest in line 
with force policy but, 
following questioning, it 
was determined that no 
actual legal wrongdoing 
had taken place.”

Millions lost by 
the military
TOP BRASS in the 
Ministry of Defence wrote 
off almost £200 million 
last year. That included 
£4.7 million for a crashed 
submarine.

Costs of repairs on HMS 
Ambush were allowed to 
more than double after it 
hit a tanker off Gibraltar.

And £1 million of 
equipment could not be 
accounted for after a 
major refit of nuclear sub 
HMS Triumph.

Ration packs worth 
£363,000 were ditched 
after changes in plans 
meant they would not be 
used before their expiry 
date.

Cop accused of 
hitting student 
to face hearing
THE CITY of London police 
force has failed in an 
attempt to block disciplinary 
action against a cop who 
was accused of beating a 
student over the head.

Its lawyers’ attempted 
to persuade a judge that 
the Independent Office 
of Police Conduct (IOPC) 
had overstepped its role 
when it forced proceedings 
against PC Mark Alston, 
who is accused of using 
excessive force against 
Alfie Meadows in 2010.

Meadows needed surgery 
to save his life. He was 
cleared of violent disorder 
at the demonstration.

Lawyers for the City 
of London police argued 
that the case had no 
merit, and that the IOPC 
was “undermining public 
confidence in the police.”

The judges ruled 
against them and a 
hearing must take place.

Throwing the book at MPs?

A MACKEREL and pilchard catch earlier this year

Pricey plonk for privileged
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about their commitments 
to take action on climate 
change.”

Fracking is a process 
where large amounts of 
highly pressurised water, 
sand and chemicals are 
injected into rock formations, 
releasing the gas or oil 
trapped inside. 

It has contributed to 
contaminated drinking 
water, noise and air pollution 
and earthquakes.

But the effects of fracking 
go much wider.

It is just one week since 
the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change called for 
urgent action to limit climate 
change. 

It recommended keeping 
the global temperature rise to 
1.5 degrees, rather than the  
2 degrees previously advised. 

To do this carbon pollution 
would need to be cut by 
45 percent by 2030.

Yet fracking is devoted 
to expanding reliance on 
fossil fuels. And the Tories 
are determined to aid the 
industry. 

Last week energy minister 
Claire Perry hinted that 
she wanted to relax rules 
that would stop fracking 
operations if they caused 
earthquakes.

We need renewable energy 
and proper investment in 
green jobs. And we need to 
fight for a society that doesn’t 
rely on energy that threatens 
our planet.
Together For Climate Justice, 
protest hosted by the Campaign 
against Climate Change. 
Assemble 12 noon, 1 December, 
central London. Details at  
bit.ly/StopClimateChaos

 Tories risk a man’s life to  
 push through deportation
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THE TORIES are trying to deport 
a man so ill he needs medics on 
board the deportation flight.

Sangarapillai Balachandran, his 
wife and three children refused 
to board a deportation plane to 
Australia on Monday.

The Home Office has already tried 
to remove the family from Britain. 
They are Tamils from Sri Lanka who 
have Australian citizenship. 

Balachandran has suffered three 
strokes in the last six years and fears 
he could die on the flight. 

He has said the strokes have hap-
pened because of stress over the 
Home Office’s handling of the fam-
ily’s immigration status.

One of his daughters, Sinthuja 
Balachandran, said, “We have strug-
gled with the Home Office for five 
years, but now we’ve come to the end 
of the road.

“When I hear the words ‘Home 
Office’ I get scared.” 

The family agreed to voluntarily 
leave Britain twice in the last year, 
but were unable to because of his 
medical condition. He was taken off 
a flight in February and rushed to 
hospital.

The family’s treatment at the 
hands of the Home Office shows up 
Britain’s racist immigration rules.

Criminals
Karthika Balachandran, another 
daughter, said, the family was being 
treated “like criminals”. 

Balachandran and his family 
came to Britain in 2007 after he was  
head-hunted by an engineering com-
pany. After his work visa expired, 
they applied for indefinite leave to 
remain in 2012 but were refused by 
the Home Office. A judge ordered the 
Home Office to reconsider the fam-
ily’s case in 2013. 

The Home Office refused it in 

February of last year.
Without the ability to work legally 

or any savings left, destitution forced 
the family to go to the Home Office. 
They asked to be put into detention—
rather than sleep on a Heathrow 
Airport terminal floor. 

Sinthuja Balachandran said, “The 
Home Office told us that our father 
was too unwell to be detained. 

“They agreed to put us up in a 
budget hotel next to the detention 
centre on condition that we signed 
papers to return voluntarily to 
Australia. We felt we had no choice 
but to sign as we cannot survive on 
the streets.”

Their treatment is part of a 

broader agenda to make life difficult 
for migrants living in Britain. 

Just last week the Tories said they 
would double NHS treatment charges 
to £400 for migrants from outside the 
European Union.

Labour should pledge to shut 
down all the immigration detention 
centres and give migrants and refu-
gees indefinite leave to remain. 

And it should commit to defend 
freedom of movement and all 
migrants regardless of skills.  

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
The Tories are trying to deport a 
sick man and his family
lSangarapillai Balachandran has 
suffered several strokes and fears 
he could die on a flight
lThe Tories’ determination to 
push ahead with his deportation 
exposes the brutality of their 
border regime
lThe Tories have tried to use NHS 
checks to deport more migrants
lThey are targeting migrants and 
refugees to try and scapegoat 
them for the impact of austerity

IN THIS WEEK

 1993
Anti-fascists 
march in Welling
SOME 60,000 people 
marched in Welling, south 
London, against the Nazi 
British National Party on 
16 October 1993.

Cops attacked them. 
But the march helped to 
build a movement that 
pushed back the threat of 
the Nazis.

BRITAIN’S IMMIGRATION controls are a racist device designed to divide us

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5620 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

The billionaire press produce 
media in their own interests, 
not ours. 
I read Socialist Worker to keep 
up to date with the issues that 
affect working people.
Daniel Kebede anti-racism 
campaigner

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. We are asking 
everyone who enjoys Socialist Worker 
to donate as much as they can and 
help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£68,497
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Big protest 
deals blow to 
‘football lad’
fascists
The Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance protest last Saturday was 
their smallest to date—but the threat 
of the far right hasn’t gone away
AROUND 2,000 anti-racists 
joined a mobilisation against 
the Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance (DFLA) in central London 
last Saturday. 

Called by Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) and Unite Against Fascism 
(UAF), it was an important test in 
the battle against the resurgent far 
right.

The DFLA pulled their smallest 
numbers to date for a national mobi-
lisation—around 1,500 to 2,000 
joined its march from Hyde Park to 
Whitehall. 

Some stayed in pubs rather than 
join the march, others left early to 
drown their sorrows.

And then the generator broke 
down, curtailing their speeches. 

It came on the one-year anni-
versary of the “original” Football 
Lads Alliance’s first demonstration, 
which saw up to 20,000 march 
under the banner of “united against 
extremism”.

Organisations
The SUTR demonstration heard 
speeches from leading Labour 
Party and trade union figures and 
 anti-racist organisations.

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
and shadow home secretary Diane 
Abbott sent a message of support. 

“We’re proud to walk in the 

 traditions of anti-racism campaign-
ers and activists,” they said.

“Your fight is our fight.”
Many protesters spoke about the 

necessity to oppose the far right on 
the streets—as well as taking on the 
racist ideas that fuel them.

Hal, a student at Queen Mary 
University in east London, told 
Socialist Worker that a “united front 
is definitely needed”.

“We need to oppose them on the 
streets,” he said.

Another anti-fascist  mobilisation 
took place in central London at 
the same time as the main one in 
Whitehall.

BACK STORY
The Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance protested on Saturday
lIts London protest was 
outnumbered by around 2,000 
anti-fascists and anti-racists
lBetween 1,500 and 2,000 
joined the DFLA march
lIt came on the anniversary of 
the FLA’s first protest in London, 
which drew 20,000 people
lThe DFLA wants to whip up 
racism against Muslims
lCounter-protesters stressed the 
need for unity against the racists

The hundreds-strong protest 
delayed the DFLA march.

Some DFLA thugs were disap-
pointed at their reduced turnout. 
One DFLA supporter said, “We had 
20,000 a year ago—what’s this? 
1,500.”

But, in a sign of the fascist core 
that remains, he added, “At least it’s 
the proper people this time.”

Their final rally mustered only 
hundreds, and groups of racist 
thugs ran through streets adjacent 
to Whitehall.

The anti-racist march showed that 
organising against the DFLA has had 
an impact.

W e y m a n  B e n n e t t ,  S U T R 
 co-convenor, said, “The DFLA prom-
ised 6,000—and they didn’t deliver 
that.” But he warned, “There’s no 
room for complacency.”

The threat of the resurgent far 
right has not gone away.

Fascists and racists are likely to 
try to mobilise thousands of people 
after the result of Nazi  figurehead 
Tommy Robinson’s retrial on 
Tuesday of next week.

They sense an opportunity to 
grow out of the “Free Tommy” 
movement and feed off the Tories 
racist scapegoating.  

That ’ s  why  the  na t iona l 

demonstration against racism and 
fascism in London on 17 November 
is key. 

Activists have to go all out to 
make sure it’s big—with a larger 
turnout from trade unions than last 
Saturday. 

It is an opportunity to build a 
mass movement that can break the 
fascists’ confidence on the streets 
and push back the state-sponsored 
racism that fuels them. 

On other pages...
Stand Up To Racism activists get 
organised >>Page 16

THOUSANDS OF anti-racists gathered in Whitehall last Saturday to oppose the far right DFLA   Picture: Guy Smallman

FIGURE IT OUT
 1,500  
 
 
the number who joined a DFLA 
protest in London last Saturday

 6,000  

the number of people the DFLA 
had previously said would attend

 20,000  

 the number of people at an FLA 
protest in London a year ago

 Nazi rump at Whitehall rally
THE DFLA had hoped 
to place themselves at 
the head of a growing 
far right in Britain but 
their post-march rally 
in Whitehall was a 
washout.

The compere was 
forced to apologise to 
the rump of around 
200 racists and said 
the organisers had 
been “set up by the 
police”.

Unlike previous 
mobilisations, there 

were no high profile 
speakers, such as 
Ukip leader Gerard 

Batten or international 
far right figures. 

The main focus 
of the few speeches 
was the racist lie 
that Muslim or Asian 
culture is responsible 
for sexual abuse of 
women and girls.

And one speaker 
ranted about the 
“fascist left” and 
the “danger of 
communism” on the 
anniversary of the 
killing of the Tsar. 

A DFLA protester gives a
Nazi salute on the march 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
10am SATURDAY 20 OCTOBER  

Friends Meeting House,  
Euston Road,  
London

SPEAKERS INCLUDE 
DIANE ABBOTT MP • JOHN MCDONNELL MP •   
DAVID LAMMY MP • EMMA DENT COAD MP • 
PLUS ACTIVISTS FROM ACROSS EUROPE AND THE US
Go to www.facebook.com/events/210042889749697/
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 Conference  
 will challenge  
 rise of right 
A MAJOR international conference 
in London this weekend will bring 
together people fighting fascism 
and racism across Europe. 

The Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
international conference has broad 
backing in the labour movement. 

Speakers are set to include 
Labour shadow ministers Diane 
Abbott and John McDonnell, and a 
number of Labour MPs. 

And leading figures from the 
trade unions will join the debate 
about how to take on the rise of 
the right.

The conference takes place as 
politicians and the press ramp up 
racism against Muslims, migrants 
and refugees. 

Discussions will range from 
Opposing Islamophobia and 
Antisemitism, to Windrush— 
Combating the Hostile 
Environment. 

Windrush campaigner Patrick 
Vernon and Clare Moseley from 
Care4Calais are among those who 
will talk about how to take on racist 
scapegoating.

State-sponsored racism has 
fuelled the rise of the far right in 
the US and Europe.

Austrian anti-racist David 
Albrich will join the conference 
along with Cornelia Kerth from 
Germany. 

They have been part of 
organising mass mobilisations 
against the rise of the far right AfD 
and FPO parties (see page 8).
Go to www.facebook.com/
events/210042889749697/

 Robinson’s racists turn  
 on Rotherham survivor
ROTHERHAM ABUSE survivor 
Sammy Woodhouse has come 
under attack from racists and 
supporters of Nazi Tommy 
Robinson. 

It follows an interview with 
the BBC Newsnight programme 
where Sammy said that abuse 
wasn’t just committed by Asian 
men.

One man who describes 
himself as “anti-Islam” on Twitter 
tweeted, “It’s weird being told 
whites are the main pedos when 
she was raped as a child and kept 
the rape baby from a Pakistani. 
Shes literally sticking up for her 
rapist!”

Robinson has seized on child 
sexual abuse cases involving 
Asian men to try and encourage 
racism.

Sammy said she understood 
why some people joined right 
wing marches as “the only way 
their voices can get heard”.

But she added, “If they’re 
going to talk about child rape 
they should be talking about it as 
a whole and not just by Pakistani 
Muslims. 

“The majority of paedophiles 
are actually white males.”

She added, “When you get 
people like Britain First and 
Tommy Robinson saying we 
exposed Rotherham and other 
places, well no you didn’t.

“The people who exposed 
scandals are survivors.”

THOUSANDS OF anti-racists gathered in Whitehall last Saturday to oppose the far right DFLA   Picture: Guy Smallman

Abuse survivor Sammy Woodhouse

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

BUILD MASS MOVEMENT 
TO CONFRONT FAR RIGHT

 T
HE STAND Up To Racism 
(SUTR) international 
conference this Saturday 
takes place against 
the background of the 

growing threat of the far right.
From Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil 

to the AfD party in Germany, 
fascist and racist parties are 
gaining ground in elections. And in 
Britain, supporters of Nazi Tommy 
Robinson sense an opportunity to 
build on the streets. 

Socialist Worker stands 
with all those who are fighting 
racism and fascism in Britain and 
internationally. But we also need 
to discuss the best strategy to win. 

If the fascists seized power 
anywhere, it wouldn’t just produce 
a nastier variant of the mainstream 
right. It would mean a qualitative 
leap into horror that in the 1930s 
produced the mass slaughter of 
the Holocaust.

It’s true that the Democratic 
Football Lads Alliance mobilised 
in London last Saturday only a 
fraction of those who’ve joined 
previous protests for Robinson.  

But let’s not be complacent. 
We’ve recently seen far right 

demonstrations of 15,000 in 
Britain—and state racism and 
austerity mean there are ripe 

conditions for more. So it’s not 
just Nazis we face. 

The Tories’ regime of racist 
laws and policing, border controls 
and deportations wrecks people’s 
lives—and sometimes kills.    

We need mass movements 
against racism, Islamophobia and 
fascism. 

Our movement must be big 
enough to give confidence to 
anti-racists, shape debates inside 
the working class, and inspire 
hundreds of thousands of people 
to be active. There have to be local 
groups everywhere.

That’s a long-term task that 
has to unite anti-racists whether 
they are in the Labour Party, the 
revolutionary left, the SNP, Plaid 

Cymru, the trade unions or have 
no party. This cannot be left to a 
Labour Party that has a terrible 
record of conceding to racism and 
implementing racist laws.

It means systematic building, 
relentless arguments against 
racist lies, millions of leaflets and 
intensive social media.

We have to combat—not 
concede to—racist myths about 
migrants lowering wages or 
Muslims being terrorists and 
rapists.

SUTR is leading this work. It has 
to be strengthened. 

Within such a broad movement 
Socialist Worker will argue against 
all immigration controls. And we 
will argue for a socialist revolution 
to tear out the roots of racism.

To defeat the Nazis we also 
have to break their momentum. 

We have to separate the fascists 
from their softer racist support 
and deny them control of the 
streets.  

That requires mass 
confrontation—which is not the 
same as small groups seeking 
punch-ups with individuals. 

Let’s build SUTR, and make 
the national demonstration on 
17 November a turning point 
against the far right.   

BE WISE TO THE SPIES’ LIES 
 NEW REVELATIONS this 

week have underlined the 
extent of the British state’s 

spying operation in socialist 
organisations.

The Mitting inquiry into 
undercover policing has so far 
admitted that 24 spies have 
operated inside the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) and its 
forerunner the International 
Socialists. 

The police undercover units 
are not confined to the SWP.  
Considerable resources have been 

deployed to monitor left wing 
organisations—far more than Nazi 
groups. 

And these spooks don’t just 
distantly monitor left wing groups, 
they also ruin lives along the way. 

They stole the names of dead 
children and tricked women into 
long-term sexual relationships. 

It’s further proof that the 
British state is not neutral.

Those in the upper echelons 
of society—the secret service, 
top civil servants, police chiefs 
and so on—share common 

interests. Both Labour and Tory 
governments have used police 
spies and the Mitting inquiry still 
hides spies’ real names. 

Those at the top of the state 
understand that everything that 
strengthens the confidence and 
determination of ordinary people 
threatens the status quo. 

And that’s why they spend so 
much time and money spying on 
our movement.

The best response is to keep 
up the fight against the system the 
spymasters defend.

We have to 
separate the 
fascists from 
their softer racist 
supporters

‘‘ 

UNRAVELLING THE FAMILY
lSheila McGregor on social reproduction theory 
lMarnie Holborow on the victory for abortion rights in Ireland 
Plus John Bellamy Foster and Paul Burkett on value and nature

The latest issue of International Socialism journal is out now

£5             To order Phone 020 7840 5640 email isj@swp.org.uk or www.isj.org.uk      
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 Clash in Middle East  
 gives US a headache
WE’VE SEEN again how hard it has become to manage 
the Middle East in the interests of Western imperialism. 
The players this time are the US, Turkey and Saudi 
Arabia.

Historically the three were closely linked—Turkey a key 
member of Nato, and the Saudi absolute monarchy one of 
the US’s most important client regimes. But Turkey and 
Saudi Arabia have been increasingly at odds.

They are competing for political and ideological 
leadership of the dominant Sunni wing of Islam. The Saudi 
royal family has always claimed legitimacy from its role 
as keeper of the main Muslim holy places. But Turkish 
president Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s AK party stands for a more 
“modern”, explicitly pro-capitalist version of political Islam.

Regionally, Erdogan allied to the Muslim Brotherhood, 
whom the Saudis loathe as a radical Sunni rival. Turkey and 
Saudi Arabia have vied to turn the Syrian revolution into a 
Sunni sectarian movement. Both have sponsored and armed 
jihadi groups.

But Erdogan has been increasingly on the back foot. US 
support for Kurdish nationalist forces in Syria has soured 
relations with the US. He has campaigned since the abortive 
military coup of July 2016 for the US to extradite Fethullah 
Gulen, whom he blames for the coup, and jailed an American 
pastor, Andrew Brunson, for alleged links with Gulen. 

In August Donald Trump hit back. He doubled US tariffs 
on Turkish aluminium and steel, and withheld delivery 
of 100 F-35 jets. The Turkish economy was already under 
pressure. It had boomed thanks to a property bubble funded 
largely by borrowing in dollars and euros. Like Argentina, 
Turkey has been hit by rising US interest rates.

In August, despite Erdogan’s long-standing opposition to 
increasing Turkish interest rates, the fall in the lira forced 
them up by 24 percent. So Erdogan has retreated.

Brunson was released at the end of last week. “But US 
officials had little time to celebrate,” the Foreign Policy 
website commented. “They were struggling the same week 
with Turkey’s carefully orchestrated release of details in the 
horrific case of Jamal Khashoggi.”

Critic
Khashoggi, a relatively moderate critic of the Saudi regime 
living abroad, disappeared after entering the kingdom’s 
consulate in Istanbul on 2 October.

The Turkish government claims that a specially-flown in 
hit team seized, tortured, and killed him. It alleges that his 
dismembered body was smuggled out of the consulate and 
his terrible end recorded on his smartwatch.

This puts two people on the spot. The first is Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, or MBS, the Saudi heir apparent. 
He is about to host a big business conference, the Future 
Investment Initiative, in Riyadh. MBS has form when it 
comes to political violence.

Last November he used the Ritz-Carlton hotel to detain 
hundreds of his opponents charged with corruption. He has 
waged a bloody war in Yemen. Various opposition figures 
have been kidnapped abroad by Saudi intelligence, while 
the Lebanese prime minister was allegedly held hostage and 
forced to resign during a visit to Saudi Arabia. 

The Khashoggi affair is a big own goal for MBS. Even the 
ultra-venal Richard Branson is threatening to boycott the 
Future Investment Initiative. And then there’s the second 
person on the spot—the US president.

Trump and his son-in-law Jared Kushner are close to MBS. 
The US has signed a much-trumpeted £84 billion arms deal 
with Saudi Arabia. Trump has the Saudis’ biggest regional 
rival, Iran, in his sights. But the disappearance of Khashoggi, 
who was a columnist on the Washington Post newspaper, 
has caused uproar in the US capital. 

According to Foreign Policy, “Some diplomats and 
analysts see in the leak campaign a clever Erdogan ploy to 
drive a wedge into what he sees as the worrisome alliance 
between Washington and Saudi Arabia.”

Certainly Trump is squirming. He says there will be 
“severe punishment” for Saudi Arabia if its responsibility 
for Khashoggi’s disappearance is proven. But he also insists 
“there are other ways of punishing” than cancelling the arms 
deal. The blood pact between the Saudi autocracy and US 
imperialism still holds.

POTENTIAL CARCINOGENS, which can cause cancer, have been found around Grenfell Tower Pictures: Guy smallman

 Grenfell Tower soil is ‘toxic’  
 and could put health at risk
by ALISTAIR FARROW

THE SOIL in the area up to 
a mile from Grenfell Tower 
is toxic. That’s according to 
the preliminary findings of 
a report due to be released 
early next year. 

Professor Anna Stec of 
the University of Central 
Lancashire is the report’s 
author. She has urged Public 
Health England (PHE) to 
organise health tests of 
people potentially affected. 

“ I  a l r e a d y  h a v e  
datasets that indicate a 
number of toxins that have 
not yet been measured by 
PHE, who have already 
looked into air  quality,” said 
Stec. PHE has said it will only 
“take the results into consid-
eration” until the full report 
has been published.

Campaigners in North 
Kensington and survivors of 
the fire that killed at least 
72 people are angry, as they 
raised concerns about  toxicity 
immediately after the fire. 

Questions
M o y r a  S a m u e l s  f r o m 
Justice4Grenfell said, “We 
asked questions from day one 
and got assurance after assur-
ance. This is the final straw 
for many people.”

Natasha from Grenfell 
United said, “We have writ-
ten to PHE and the govern-
ment to demand a meeting 
about this report.”

At public meetings in the 

aftermath of the fire, PHE 
spokespeople tried to reas-
sure people that there was 
no danger of toxins in the air.

A statement released on 
21 June 2017 said it believed 
“the risk to people’s health 
from air pollution around 
the Grenfell Tower site to be 
 consistently low”.

Stec’s report raises ques-
tions about why PHE only 
tested air quality in the wake 
of the fire. What other tests 
have been overlooked?

On Friday a PHE spokes-
person said “historical use of 
the land” made it “difficult 

to link it [toxicity] directly 
with the Grenfell Tower fire”. 
But that doesn’t explain the 
reluctance to carry out public 
health tests.

The public inquiry into the 
fire has commissioned Stec 
to conduct a separate piece 
of research. It was also quick 
to put distance between itself 
and the toxicology report.

Delay
PHE’s decision to delay health 
tests could have devastating 
consequences. 

And people are being 
forced to make decisions 
about their future with-
out having access to all the 
 information they should.

As Moyra pointed out, 
“People were told to return to 
their homes on the Lancaster 
West estate under threat of 
losing their tenancies. 

“Would they have returned 
if they had known this?”

People should not have 
effectively been forced to 
return to their homes in the 
shadow of Grenfell. Now the 
ground outside their homes, 
where children play, may be 
toxic.

People displaced by the 
fire should be found homes 
wherever they want to live. 
And if it means taking the 
homes of the rich, then that’s 
what should happen.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Silent Walk draws 500
SOME 500 people 
marched through rain 
on Sunday night for 
the monthly Grenfell 
Tower Silent Walk in 
North Kensington.

Organiser Zeyad 
Cred urged people to 
“keep putting on the 
pressure together”.

Anna Rothery, a 
Labour councillor from 
Liverpool, attended the 
walk and described 
how people there have 
been holding monthly 
vigils to coincide with 
the Silent Walk. 

“We have to 
push back at the 
establishment,” she said. 

“With every layer you 
will find someone who 
doesn’t want to take 
responsibility. Whatever 
it takes we will be 
there in solidarity.”

Days earlier 
it emerged that 
Kensington and Chelsea 
Tenant Management 
Organisation had 
refused a Freedom of 
Information request to 
protect the “commercial 
interests” of Grenfell 
refurbisher, Rydon.

The request would 
have revealed that the 
cladding on the tower 
had been replaced with 
a less safe version.
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 Crunch time  
 for Brexit  
 deepens the 
Tory crisis
A crucial week for the Brexit process 
will further expose the deep divisions 
that lie at the heart of the Tory party
TORY PRIME minister Theresa 
May pleaded for “cool, calm 
heads” as the prospect of a  
no-deal Brexit drew nearer.

Socialist Worker went to press 
before key developments this week, 
but further chaos is guaranteed.

May was preparing for a 
European Union (EU) rulers’ summit 
on Wednesday amid an accelerat-
ing crisis over the British border 
in Northern Ireland—and other 
problems. It could even precipitate  
the fall of May herself and open the 
road to a general election.

The Tory government is desper-
ate to avoid a “hard border” between 
Northern Ireland and Ireland with 
checkpoints and other physical bar-
riers after Britain leaves the EU in 
March 2019. The EU and the Irish 
government want the same.

Agree
Yet the Tories and EU have not been 
able to thrash out an agreement— 
and they can’t even agree on a 
“back stop” to keep an open border 
in Ireland.

Under May’s plan Britain will 
remain aligned with the EU’s  
neoliberal single market and cus-
toms union after Brexit. She 
accepted a “back stop” of extending 
this transition period beyond 2020 
for Northern Ireland.

But the EU’s rulers opposed this 
proposal because it’s time-limited. 
And May faced a backlash from 
right wing Brexiteer backbenchers 
who want a “hard Brexit” without 
any long-term transition period.

T h e  E U ’ s  
proposed “back-
stop” would 
see Northern 
I r e l a n d 

remain aligned 
with the cus-

toms union after 
Britain’s transition 

period ends.
May hit back 

that the Tories 
would never sup-

port a Brexit 
d e a l  t h a t 

“threatens the integrity of the British 
state”.

She is reliant on the sectarian 
bigots of the Democratic Unionist 
Party to prop up her government in 
parliament.

Its ten MPs have already threat-
ened to vote down the budget and 
“paralyse” the government if they’re 
unhappy with the Brexit deal.

The Tories, the EU and the Irish 
government have all said they could 
wait until December to find a solu-
tion. But time is running out—and 
that doesn’t guarantee May will get 
her deal through the Commons.

Discuss
May held another emergency cabi-
net meeting on Tuesday in a desper-
ate bid to muster support ahead of 
the summit on Wednesday.

The previous night a group of 
right wing Brexiteer ministers met 
to discuss the way forward.

Labour has said it will focus on 
demanding a general election.

But it has still left open the pos-
sibility of lining up behind big busi-
ness calls for a second referendum 
to stay in the racist, neoliberal EU. 

The left should exploit the Tories’ 
divisions to boot them out of office 
and put forward a socialist and  
anti-racist vision of Brexit.

That means solving the Irish 
conundrum by holding a vote across 
the whole of the island on unifica-
tion. And it means saying, “Yes to 
free movement” for migrants and, 
“No to the single market”.

BACK STORY
May was set to attend an EU 
rulers’ summit later this week
lShe wants to maintain access 
to EU markets for British bosses
lRight wing Tory Brexiteer 
backbenchers are threatening 
to vote against any deal that 
doesn’t attack migrants enough
lThe EU has treated May with 
contempt
lThe left can exploit Tory splits

THERESA MAY is dancing on the edge of a Brexit precipice—even a small push could see her gone  

New study finds benefit sanctions leave 
people ‘suicidal’, scared and homeless
BENEFIT SANCTIONS are “life 
threatening” for some disabled 
claimants, according to a new 
study. And the constant threat of 
sanctions leaves many “living in 
a state of constant anxiety”.

Claimant Charlie told 
researchers he “ended up trying 
to commit suicide” after being 
sanctioned. “On Christmas day 
I was sat alone at home just 
waiting for darkness to come so I 
could go to sleep,” he said.

“I was watching through my 
window all the happy families 
enjoying Christmas and that just 
blew me away.”

A government study published 
last month admitted there is “no 
evidence” that benefit sanctions 
help claimants find work. Yet the 
Tories still try to claim that their 
benefit regime helps people into 
work.

The new research, carried out 
by the University of Essex and 
the Inclusion London charity, 
shows that claim is a lie.

Claimants told researchers 
that the regime undermined 
their confidence and made 
mental health difficulties worse.

The study looked at disabled 
people who had been placed in 
the Employment and Support 
Allowance (ESA) Work-Related 
Activity Group. These are people 
deemed well enough to carry out 
work-related activities and to 
search for jobs after undertaking 

a Work Capability Assessment.
Ellen Clifford from Inclusion 

London is one of the authors of 
the study. She pointed out that 
the rollout of Universal Credit 
(UC) will mean claimants will 
have to meet certain conditions 
or risk sanction.

Living
“This is yet another reason why 
the roll out of Universal Credit 
must be stopped,” she said.

Karen is a disabled claimant 
living in Huddersfield, West 
Yorkshire. She previously 
claimed ESA. When Karen 
moved in with her partner, who 
claims UC, she was told to join 
his claim. But her partner was 
sanctioned—and that sanction 
carried over to the joint claim.

“They started to send him 
letters stating that he’d missed 
appointments from years ago 

that he didn’t get notified about,” 
Karen told Socialist Worker.

“So they added these 
sanctions to our claim. As 
it stands he has 371 days of 
sanction remaining and eight 
outstanding sanctions with no 
closing date.

Karen said the sanctions have 
left her and her partner trying to 
live on £160 a month.

Prior to being on UC, Karen 
claimed ESA as she suffered with 
anxiety and depression. 

“According to my doctor, 
anxiety and depression mean I 
have a disability, and I’ve been 
told I’m not fit for work,” she 
said.

“But when I joined UC they 
told me my sick notes weren’t 
worth the paper they were 
written on—their words, not 
mine.”
Sadie Robinson

Campaigning against austerity and benefit reforms in south London  Picture: Paula Peters

Racist Boris Johnson
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250,000 
out against 
racism in 
Germany
But it comes alongside another 
election breakthrough for the far 
right, says Tomáš Tengely-Evans 

A MASS demonstration against 
fascism in Berlin last Saturday 
showed the potential to push 
back the far right. 

The racist AfD party is making 
repeated gains in German elec-
tions and anger against the Nazis is 
growing.

Around a quarter of a million 
people joined the “Unteilbar” (indi-
visible) march in the capital. The 
call for the march said, “A dramatic 
political shift is taking place—
racism and discrimination are 
becoming socially acceptable. 

“What yesterday was considered 
unthinkable and unutterable has 
today become a reality.”

It came through a broad-based 
mobilisation of the left, unions and 
the wider anti-racist movement. 

Left wing Die Linke party MP 
Christine Buchholz told Socialist 
Worker, “It was a very powerful 
demonstration.

“It had Die Linke, the SPD, the 
Greens, Muslim organisations, 
Ryanair strikers, trade unions, social 
welfare groups, anti-racist organisa-
tions and hundreds of other groups.

“It is the climax of a series of 
 previous anti-racist marches—
another big push.”

The march has demonstrated the 
potential to break the Alternative 
for Germany (AfD), confront racism 
and to mobilise the anti-racist 
majority in Germany.

The Aufstehen movement, which 
concedes to anti-migrant feeling, 
did not back the demonstration.

Bavarian
The demonstration took place at a 
vital moment. Last weekends’s elec-
tion in the southern German state 
of Bavaria gave the AfD another 
breakthrough.

It grabbed just over 10 percent of 
the vote and came third in the first 
election it contested in the state.

The AfD is increasingly domi-
nated by open fascists and was part 
of a violent pogrom against migrants 
and left wingers in Chemnitz last 
month. 

It ran a viciously racist campaign 

against Muslims and refugees, 
with one of its posters calling for 
“Islam-free schools” to protect 
“German culture”.

Mainstream conservative politi-
cians parties responded by trying to 
outflank the party to the right.

The conservative CSU party—
which has ruled Bavaria almost con-
tinuously since 1945—suffered its 
worst result in 60 years. Its share of 
the vote tumbled from 48 percent 
to 37 percent.

Collapse
The CSU is the Bavarian sister party 
of chancellor (prime minister) 
Angela Merkel’s CDU, which oper-
ates in the rest of Germany.

Similarly the Labour-type SPD 
saw its vote collapse to below  
10 percent and sink from second to 
fifth place behind the AfD.

It has been discredited by being 
part of a “grand coalition” alongside 
Merkel’s conservative bloc.  

There is a real possibility that the 
government could collapse—which 
could see the AfD make further  
electoral gains.  

The Greens doubled their vote to 
17 percent standing on a platform 
that was in some ways to the left 
of the SPD.

But they have never been 
anti-capitalist and have offered to 
go into coalition with the CSU. 

The Bavarian election results are a 
warning about how  state-sponsored 
racism fuels the far right.

BACK STORY
The Bavarian elections were 
good news for racists 
lThe far right Alternative for 
Germany (AfD), standing in 
Bavaria for the first time, got over 
10 percent of the vote
lVotes for mainstream parties, 
including the Labour‑type SPD 
and the conservative CSU party, 
fell dramatically
lSome 250,000 anti‑racists 
took to the streets of Berlin last 
weekend

Zimbabwean trade unionists arrested 
by CHARLIE KIMBER

TRADE UNIONISTS in 
Zimbabwe, southern Africa, 
faced repression last week. 

The president and secretary 
general of the Zimbabwe 
Congress of Trade Unions 
(ZCTU) were arrested along with 
33 other trade unionists.

The ZCTU is the equivalent 
of the British Trades Union 
Congress.

Around 150 police surrounded 
the ZCTU offices in Harare 
to prevent the holding of 
a demonstration against a 
transaction tax increase that 
would hit the poor hard.

This type of repressive 

behaviour underlines that 
the government of President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa is no 
different from that of former 
President Robert Mugabe.

Both have attacked workers’ 
organisations in the interests of 
the profits of big business.

Among those arrested was 
Munashe Chirovamari, a member 
of the International Socialist 
Organisation of Zimbabwe.

Those arrested were released 
on bail last Saturday but must 
appear in court again on  
30 October. 
Send solidarity messages via the 
Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions 
—ZCTU on Facebook and copy to 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk for 
forwarding to the ISO

Palestinian death toll rises
ISRAELI troops shot 
and killed seven 
Palestinians on Friday 
of last week. The 
soldiers opened fire 
when up to 15,000 
Palestinians marched 
on the Israeli border. 

The demonstration 
was part of a series of 
weekly protests called 
‘The Great March of 
Return’.

These 
commemorate  
70 years since Zionist 

militias ethnically 
cleansed some 
850,000 Palestinians 
from their land in 
order to found the 
Israeli state.

In response, Israel’s 
minister of defence 
Avigdor Liberman 
said all diesel fuel 
entering Gaza would 
be stopped.

The Palestinian 
Ministry of Health 
says Israel has 
murdered over 

200 people at 
these protests, with 
thousands injured.

The killings came 
on the same day as 
Aisha Mohammed 
al‑Rabi, a Palestinian 
woman, was stoned 
to death by Israeli 
settlers as she 
approached a 
checkpoint in the 
West Bank. A general 
strike was called in 
the town of Biddya 
following her funeral.

THE UNTEILBAR anti-racist demonstration in Berlin 

FIGURE IT OUT
 70  years since The Nakba 

programme of ethnic 
cleansing that made 
850,000 Palestinians 
unable to return home

 11   years of a blockade 
imposed by Israel and 
Egypt. Some  
1.8 million people are 
unable to leave Gaza, 
and vital materials are 
blocked from entering

 1  state is the only 
solution to the 
bloodshed 

Munashe Chirovamari’s arrest
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Profit creates 
climate chaos
LAST WEEK a panel 
of the world’s leading 
climate scientists 
released a report calling 
for urgent changes on 
an international scale 
to prevent devastating 
climate change.

The only way to save 
our planet is to put our 
global economy under 
democratic control and 
run it to benefit us all 
rather than to make 
profits for a few people.

And that’s called 
socialism.

Russ Chandler
East London

Time for a 
French lesson
I READ your article 
about coordinated French 
strikes (Socialist Worker, 
8 October).

Unlike in Britain, 
there is widespread 
solidarity among the 
French working class 
against neoliberalism 
and austerity.

When they strike they 
do en masse, and their 
tactics are effective.

Daniel Margain
On Twitter

Potential for  
a Corbyn win
A READER is right 
to query why Jeremy 
Corbyn isn’t higher in the 
polls (Socialist Worker,  
8 October).

I can’t help but think 
part of the reason lies 
in the relentless attacks 
from the mainstream 
media. The latest 
example is the ridiculous 
cartoon on the front page 
of the Evening Standard 
newspaper.

But some of the blame 
also lies with the Blairite 
right inside the Labour 
Party. They should unite 
behind Corbyn and start 
attacking the Tories. 

Janet Dyer
East London

Indonesia is 
ignored
I READ about the 
aftermath of the 
Indonesian earthquake 
(Socialist Worker,  
2 October). 

If it happened in 
Russia, Donald Trump 
would be there throwing  
paper towels at aid 
workers like he did after 
the earthquake in Puerto 
Rica. 

It’s a shame this 
hasn’t made more 
headlines.

Lilli Gross
On Facebook 

Just a 
thought...

Protesting at the Opera House 

 Hands off iconic Australian building
I’M NOT surprised that a 
betting company was 
given permission by the 
New South Wales govern-
ment to beam adverts for 
horseracing onto Sydney 
Opera House.  

Gambling is a huge 
part of culture in 
Australia, although 
recent laws tightened 
gambling restrictions. 

The public anger over 
the advert taps into 
much wider frustrations 
in Australian society.

It’s currently in the 
middle of a drought, the 
most severe for decades. 
Where my family live in 

rural Queensland it 
hasn’t rained for a year.

People are living in 
devastating conditions, 
with very little in the 
way of government 
support.

The drought—which is 

driven by climate 
change—is affecting 
people’s livelihoods and 
living conditions. 

There have been 
hundreds on protests 
and  over 250,000 have 
signed a petitions 
against the advert. 

People are so angry 
because it symbolises 
everything about a Tory 
government that is 
hand-in-hand with 
business, and wants to 
profit from everything, 
even iconic Australian 
buildings. 

Jasmine Fischer
North London

Frackers 
summon 
dark forces
I WONDER if the three  
anti-frackers jailed at 
Preston Crown Court knew 
they were being sentenced 
by the descendant of  
Lancashire Witch Trial 
Judge Sir James Altham.

Their defence team said 
Judge Robert Altham jailed 
the first British 
environmental protesters 
since 1932.

The alleged witches of 
1612 were not allowed 
defence counsel or to call 
witnesses. Ten were 
sentenced to death.

He sits as a circuit judge 
in the Crown Court in 
Lancaster Castle, where  
Sir James conducted the 
Pendle witch trials in 
August 1612. 

But maybe that’s not the 
most significant family tie. 

The present-day Judge 
Altham has close links to 
the oil and gas industry via 
the family business, Altham 
Ship Stores & Offshore 
Supplies Ltd. It supplies the 
oil and gas industry in the 
Irish Sea.

His sister is managing 
director of the company. 
She signed a letter urging 
Lancashire County Council 
to permit fracking.

The campaign was led by 
the North West Energy Task 
Force—later rebranded 
Lancashire For Shale.

People should be able to 
campaign to save our 
planet from catastrophic 
climate change.

But the sentences 
shouldn’t come as a 
surprise. To defend the 
right to oppose fracking we 
will need mass protest, 
preferably backed by the 
power of organised labour. 

Kim Hunter
Scarborough

Conviction highlights 
hypocrisy of far right 
THE JAILING of Peter Gillett 
for 18 years for sexual 
offences against children 
should be headline news. 

He is a former leading 
member of the English 
Defence League and friend 
of fascist Tommy Robinson. 
Robinson has tried to 
galvanise the far and fascist 
right around the issue of 
“Muslim grooming”. 

Robinson has made no 
mention of Gillett’s 
offences, let alone condemn 
them. And Gillett isn’t the 
first EDL figure convicted of 
offences against children. 

When such court cases 
involve Muslims, the BBC 
and other mainstream 
media outlets report the 
outcome prominently. 

But this case has largely 
gone under the radar. 

Anti-racists should have 
zero tolerance for 
propaganda against 
Muslims under the guise of 
concern for the welfare of 
children. 

We need to fight for a 
world fit for all children to 
live in.

Huw Williams
Bristol

We organised to stop the far 
right at Warwick University
THE THREAT of a large anti-fascist 
demonstration forced Warwick 
University to postpone a talk by 
Islamophobe Anne Marie Waters 
last Tuesday.

On the 4 October, the PPE 
(Politics, Philosophy & Economics) 
Society announced that their first 
guest speaker of the term would 
be the far right hate preacher 
Waters.

This caused outrage among the 
students.

Just five days later students 
organised a Facebook event called 
“Far Right Off Campus”, which 
attracted hundreds.

Only two hours before the 
arranged start time for the talk, 
the Warwick PPE society 

“postponed” the event, but did not 
specify why. Waters has called for 
the banning of the burqa, a 
Trump-style freeze on immigration 
from “Muslim Countries”, as well 
as a temporary freeze on all 
immigration.

And after an unsuccessful Ukip 
leadership bid, where she came 
under fire for her extreme 
Islamophobia, Waters launched 
the far-right party For Britain.

The PPE society said, “We believe 
that the only way of defeating ideas 
we disagree with is publicly beating 
them in debate, not by intentionally 
silencing them”.

But The Labour Society is right 
in arguing, “The 1930s tells us the 
far right needs to be protested, 

opposed and defeated wherever it 
rears its head.”

From Oswald Mosley’s 
Blackshirts in the 1930s, to Nick 
Griffin’s BNP, to Warwick Campus 
this week, the far right have only 
been defeated by a united front.

It is crucial that we block the 
political actions of those who seek 
to divide and attack our class.

As it stands, both the protest 
and talk are indefinitely 
postponed, but hopefully it has 
been made clear that there is no 
place for hate speech on campus.

It shows that students should 
organise against the far right at 
their universities.

Robbie Shaw
Warwick University
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 ‘BENEFITS
 REGIME
 PUSHED ME
 TO THE EDGE’
The Tories’ rollout of Universal Credit has driven 
thousands of working class people into hunger, 
homelessness and debt—and some to death. People living 
through the war on benefits told Sadie Robinson 
why it should be scrapped

BACKGROUND
What is Universal 
Credit and why are 
benefits in chaos?

UC REPLACES six benefits—child 
tax credit, working tax credit, 
jobseekers’ allowance, income 
support, employment support 
allowance and housing benefit

It helps the Tories to terrorise 
low-paid workers and snatch 
more money from the poor

Tory former work and pensions 
minister Iain Duncan Smith 
launched it in 2013. It’s due to be 
fully rolled out in March 2023

Some 1.1 million people claim 
UC. Nearly four million people in 
three million households will be 
“migrated” onto it from July next 
year

Tory benefits minister Esther 
McVey has reportedly told the 
cabinet that some poor families 
will lose £200 a month when it is 
rolled out further

Over a third of current 
claimants, 37 percent, are in work

Three quarters of claimants 
struggle to pay bills, according to 
DWP figures 

Labour’s official policy is not to 
scrap UC but to review it

O
N 4 September Dean 
Lovell-Payne took an 
overdose. He did so 
while he was on the 
phone to the Universal 
Credit (UC) benefit 

helpline. Dean told Socialist Worker, 
“I told them what I was doing. I said, 
‘If you’re not going to look after my 
family, I’m not going to put them 
through any more.’

“I was ill, in pain, tired and just ran 
out of options. I’ve got life insurance. 
I got to the point where I felt my kids 
would be better off with that than 
with me having to keep fighting.”

Dean was trying to access benefits 
that he is entitled to.

A bad fall on top of long-term health 
problems meant he had to stop work-
ing for an ambulance service in June. 
He is now “pretty much  bedbound” at 
his home in Bournemouth.

Yet Dean was forced to wait 11 
weeks before receiving any money.

“I physically couldn’t get to the 
job centre to sort anything out,” he 
explained. “I needed a home visit. 
But after about ten weeks they said, 
we can’t do anything without a home 
visit, and we can’t do a home visit as 
we don’t have the staff.”

On 5 September his daughters 
were due back at school—but Dean 
and his partner didn’t have the money 
to send them. “We asked for a letter 
confirming the delay so we could ask 
social services to place them in tempo-
rary care,” he said. “But UC refused.” 

It was the last straw. But his over-
dose seemed to make the problems 

in paying him disappear. “They man-
aged to get a payment into the bank 
that same night,” he said. “They 
didn’t want the publicity.”

Dean is one of tens of thousands 
of people plunged into despair by the 
Tory war on benefits and their hated 
UC regime. Just last week MPs heard 
that nearly half of women who go 
through Work Capability Assessments 
have tried to kill themselves.

Repay
Delays in UC payments leave people 
without money for food or heating. 
Some claimants face eviction because 
they can’t pay their rent.

When UC is finally paid, many 
people have racked up debts that 
they can’t afford to repay. And they 
get less money than they did before. 

“UC has been an ordeal,” said 
Dean. “Anyone who’s not working or 
in lower paid jobs is worse off.”

The Tories say UC helps claimants. 
“In my opinion, it helps the Tories by 
lining their pockets,” retorted Fiona, 
a claimant from Ayrshire in south 
west Scotland.

Fiona is a nursery teacher and until 
recently was in college studying for 
a diploma. She needs this for her 
job and not having it puts her future 
employment at risk.

But Fiona had to give up college—
because of UC. “I was £400 a month 
worse off,” she told Socialist Worker. 
“I couldn’t pay my rent. I could hardly 
pay my bills. I just thought, ‘I can’t 
do this’.”

A friend told Fiona that her nursery 

was looking for a supply worker until 
December—so she left college and 
took the job.

“They say they want you to get an 
education and better yourself,” said 
Fiona. “But you can’t. I’m not the only 
one that has left college. People can’t 
feed their families.

“I’m 42 this year. It’s taken me this 
long to be able to go to college. It 
feels like Theresa May’s slapped me 
in the face and said, ‘You’re not good 
enough.’”

The Tories say UC “is designed to 
make sure that you’re better off in 
work”. It’s a lie.

Liz from Torfaen in South Wales 
is due to return to full time work in 
January after having a baby. But the 
Tories’ “two-child limit policy”, intro-
duced to UC in April last year, stands 
in her way.

“UC said I can’t get help for child-
care for my baby,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “This is because there are 
already two children on my claim—
my eight year old and my 11 year old.”

Liz is a trained social worker but 
is currently working 16 hours a week 
as a childcare practitioner as it fits 
around caring for her children.

“I’d like to go back full time,” she 
said. “I’ve always worked. But for 
social work roles you are looking at 
30-40 hours a week.

“I would need a full time nursery 
placement. At the nursery I work in, 
that’s an £845 a month fee.”

Lack of money has forced Liz 
to make changes. “I’ve had to cut 
back on things like the amount of 

CLAIMANTS ON the brink: Dean 
in Bournemouth (top) and Liz from 
Torfaen in South Wales (above)
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recreational activity my children do 
outside school,” she said. 

“But it’s still not working and I 
don’t know what else we can cut. I’ve 
got an overdraft and because money’s 
tight I’m always going into it.”

Worthless
The financial hardship causes severe 
stress. And the system treats claim-
ants and their children as worthless.

“Being on UC was terrible,” said 
Fiona. “I was ill with it. It put me 
and my 17 year old son into poverty. 
He’s doing painting and decorating at 
college.

“It threatened his education as I 
might not have been able to afford it. 

“I’ve had to borrow money to pay 
for his travel and lunches. I had to go 
to a backstreet lender for a loan to 
buy clothes for him. A few years ago 
I wouldn’t have had to do that.”

Many claimants are forced into 
making humiliating and upsetting 
decisions. 

Karan claimed UC while work-
ing at the Department for Work and 
Pensions, which administers the ben-
efit. After her contract ended, she 
worked in a college doing admin. 

“After six weeks our college went 

SECRETARY OF State for Social 
Security Esther McVey is an 
ardent Thatcherite (below) She 
is happily implementing the 
Universal Credit benefit designed 
by her predecessor, the hated Iain 
Duncan Smith (bottom) Bob off! 
the government’s publicity for 
Universal Credit (right)

TORIES WANT to spread fear

Disabled people and their supporters protesting against the attacks on benefits

into liquidation and our wages were 
frozen,” she told Socialist Worker. “I 
informed UC about the changes and 
they gave me the grand amount of 
£300 to survive on for the month.

“At one point my little boy had 
to stay at his auntie’s house just to 
make sure he was getting a meal. I’ve 
worked ever since he was five weeks 
old.”

Liz’s partner moved cities to be 
with her when she found out she was 
pregnant, and initially didn’t have a 
job. “He was made to feel like dirt 
when he walked into the job centre,” 
she said. “He’s an  accountant. But 
they sent him for jobs stacking 
 supermarket shelves on the mini-
mum wage.”

She added, “UC has been a 
 nightmare. I’m on government mater-
nity allowance, which they treat as a 
benefit. When I asked for my claim 
to be reassessed, I was told to go to 
a food bank. Unless you’re in that 
situation, you don’t realise how soul-
destroying it is.

“People say this government is 
making the rich richer and the poor 
poorer. Unfortunately that is the way 
it looks.”

Dean calls UC “Theresa May’s ‘final 
solution’”. “It’s the complete humilia-
tion of sick and disabled people,” he 
said.

And the experience has made him 
“angry for other people”. “I’m edu-
cated and I can argue my case,” he 
said. “If it can get me to the point of 
taking an overdose, how are other 
people coping?”

‘It’s a bureaucratic 
nightmare for us’
UNIVERSAL CREDIT claimants 
face a life of form-filling, delays, 
mistakes and pointless procedures 
that waste their time.

“Since I’ve been on UC they’ve 
made mistake after mistake,” said 
Dean. “Every single thing except 
for the basic amount has been 
wrong.”

Liz said, “Every month I have 
to tell them my earnings. It never 
gets locked into the system.

“If there’s a problem, they 
advise you to put it in your 
journal.

“But no one gets back to you.”
Dean said, “They’ve overpaid 

on rent, even though I’d told them 
about 15 times in the journal what 
it was. Now they’re demanding 
that back.”

An error with council tax 
has left Liz with a big bill. “Just 
last week I got a letter saying 
my council tax payments have 
gone up to £160 a month,” she 
said. “That’s because they had 
previously calculated it as £20.88 
a month.”

Struggling
Liz had asked at the time whether 
this was correct and was wrongly 
told that it was. “I’m struggling 
now,” she said. “Our total income 
is £1,600 a month. Rent is £800. 
I’ve got four children.”

Dean has had to fill out “loads 
of forms” despite the fact that 
“they’ve already got all the 
information”.

“They say the system is all 
online,” he said. “But then they 
ask you to take all the information 
into the job centre. Everything is 
duplicated.”

The online system is 
inaccessible for many people. And 
it doesn’t work. Gemma and her 

partner claimed UC in August last 
year. 

“Even though I completed the 
forms online, only half of the 
claim was on their system,” she 
said.

Gemma was then expected 
to attend the office twice a 
month—despite having no money 
for travel. “We had to rely on a 
neighbour to get us there and 
back,” she said.

Dean is a “lifelong Tory voter” 
but he’s now joined the Labour 
Party. He described how his 
family all voted Tory and were 
“of the belief that hard work 
and education would get you 
somewhere”.

But his revulsion at the 
government led him to join the 
Not One More Day protest in July 
last year in his wheelchair.

“Next to the stage they had 
a list of names of people who 
they said had killed themselves 
because of the benefit changes,” 
he said. “It’s horrific.”

“UC needs scrapping. It’s a 
disaster.

“It just needs to go.”

Dean was a Tory 
voter but hatred of 
the government 
has driven him into 
the Labour Party

‘‘ 



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BLACK COUNTRY
In the era of Trump, racism 
and the far right—is 
socialism possible?
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
DONCASTER
Fascism and the rise 
of the far right—how 
do we fight it?
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes St,
DN1 3NJ
PORTSMOUTH
In the era of Trump, racism 
and the far right—is 
socialism possible?
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Building in the unions 
and workplaces
Wed 24 Oct, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
The politics of food
Thu 25 Oct, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St, 
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM
Why socialists oppose 
all borders
Wed 24 Oct, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
#MeToo—fighting 
sexism and the system
Wed 24 Oct, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRIGHTON & HOVE
The Windrush scandal 
and the fight against 
immigration controls
Thu 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
75 years on—the Warsaw 
Ghetto uprising
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay, 
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Detroit to Derry—the 
fight for civil rights
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
The Ku Klux Klan—the 
rise and fall of America’s 
fascist movement
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
#MeToo—fighting 
sexism and the system
Thu 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Trump—trade wars 
and real wars
Thu 25 Oct, 8pm, 
Hythe Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
CO1 2FG

DERBY
Why did America 
lose in Vietnam?
Thu 25 Oct, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL
DUNDEE
Russia 1917—why the 
October revolution 
is relevant today
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
10 years after the crash—
why capitalism fails
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,EH1 2JL

GLASGOW
Frantz Fanon—philosopher 
of the barricades
Thu 25 Oct, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,33-44 King St,
Merchant City, G1 5QT
HARLOW
The global crisis—
ten years on
Thu 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
The battle of Cable Street—
lessons for the fight 
against fascism today
Wed 24 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Venezuela, crisis 
and socialism
Thu 25 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Ln,
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The Peterloo massacre 
and the fight for the vote
Thu 25 Oct, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Wed 24 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln, 
L1 3BT

LONDON: CENTRAL
Africa and imperialism
Thu 25 Oct, 6.15pm, 
Room 235 UCL Foster 
Court Building,
Malet Place, WC1E 6BT
LONDON: HACKNEY
The roots of racism—
slavery to now
Thu 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd,
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Aretha Franklin—preaching 
the gospel of liberation
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Africa, underdevelopment 
and resistance
Thu 25 Oct, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
How can we beat the fascists 
—lessons from the 1930s
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St, SE8 4RH
LONDON: NEWHAM
Fracking, capitalism 
& climate change
Wed 24 Oct, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Ten years since the collapse 
of Lehman brothers—are 
we heading for another 
economic slump?
Wed 24 Oct, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
Brixton, SW2 1EP

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Is Lenin still relevant?
Wed 24 Oct, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Rd,
E3 5AT
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
How is the working 
class changing?
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
LONDON: WEST
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Thu 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Capitalism vs Climate—
is it too late to stop 
environmental catastrophe
Wed 24 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NORWICH
Marxism and mental distress
Thu 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
Corbynomics—can 
McDonnell’s plans 
bring socialism?
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
SCARBOROUGH
#MeToo—fighting 
sexism and the system
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Detroit to Derry—the 
fight for civil rights
Thu 25 Oct, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre), S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Capitalism vs the climate
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Strand,
7-9 Hanover Buildings,
SO14 1JX
SWANSEA
Malcolm X and the fight 
against racism today
Thu 25 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, 
SA2 0BP
YORK
Detention and 
immigration—why socialists 
are against all borders
Wed 24 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

NATIONAL
Confronting racism and 
fascism—international 
conference
Sat 20 Oct, 
10am-5.30pm, 
Friends House,  
Euston Rd, NW1 2BJ.
Speakers include Labour’s 
John McDonnell and 
Diane Abbott. 
Go to bit.ly/RacismConference

A one-day conference hosted by 
the Socialist Workers Party

MARXISM IN 
SCOTLAND 

l£10 waged l£5 unwaged     Book your ticket at bit.ly/MarxisminScotland

Renfield St Stephen’s Church Centre,  
260 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 4JP  

SATURDAY 3 NOVEMBER 

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories 
that matter: socialistworker.co.uk

Download Whatsapp to 
your phone
Save 07494 519595 as 
Socialist Worker WhatsApp
Send ‘start’ to the number 

IDEAS FOR 
A WORLD IN 

TURMOIL
Speakers include: Paul O’Brien, Neil McKay,  

Naomi Windbourne-Idrissi, Mark Brown,  
Amy Leather and Glasgow equal pay striker
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History of making things skips 
over some inconvenient truths
A new six-part series on the BBC looks at the history of manufacturing in 
Britain. It glosses over the crucial dynamic—class, argues Blythe Taylor
THE FIRST episode of a new  
BBC Two series, Made in Great 
Britain, sees four craftspeople 
take up the tools of steel workers 
through the ages. 

Six episodes will each take one 
industry and look at it from the  
18th century to the present day.

The emphasis in the first episode is 
on the methods and skill of Sheffield’s 
workforce. Each of the programme’s 
participants try out processes such 
as hand forging, blade-grinding, and 
cutlery polishing for themselves. 

What is clear from the beginning 
is the enthusiasm the workers hold 
for their crafts, which include pot-
tery, leatherwork, cookery and metal 
work.

The audience is frequently 
reminded how privileged the partici-
pants feel to be experiencing a taste 
of life as a Sheffield steel worker. 

The focus of the show is about the 
skills involved in each trade. 

What is missing is the ugly side of 
work. 

There is some short commentary 
highlighting appalling working con-
ditions in the industry.

The introduction of ever-more 
advanced forms of mechanisation 
attempts to reduce workers to the 
role of an accessory of a machine. 

Glorification
Token snippets give little more than 
a taste of the reality of the industrial 
revolution for ordinary people. 

There is much glorification of the 
achievements of “Great Britain”, but 
little exploration of the cost workers 
paid for these achievements.

It contrasts with the programme’s 
participants romanticising of the 
period. That romanticism remains 
the main focus of the show.

However, some of the participants’ 

remarks are significant. One woman 
picks up on an important point. She 
argues there is a disconnect between 
the worker and what they produce. 

Workers produced opulent pieces 
of cutlery—one example is given a 
“beetroot server”—for the middle 
classes and the elite to use. 

But working class people often 
could not afford the food being 
served on such implements, let alone 
the cutlery.  

The last stop in this episode 
is a modern, state-of-the-art fac-
tory which produces designer 
kitchenware.

The workforce here is noticeably 

smaller than during the industry’s 
peak era. This is justification for one 
of the participants to assert that the 
industry has gone back to its original 
craftsmanship roots. 

What she fails to notice is that 
history has not been reversed—the 
same process of capitalist production 
is going on. 

Workers are still operating within 
a fragmented, mechanised environ-
ment, with no ownership over the 
pieces they create.

It’s important not to confuse indi-
vidual craft work with wage labour.

The programme’s commentator 
defends the declining British steel 

industry. She points to the manufac-
turer’s role as a producer of “quality” 
steel.

 It’s almost presented as if the  
hollowing out of the steel industry 
was somehow the plan of the bosses 
all along. 

This programme provides an inter-
esting brief history of Sheffield’s steel 
industry. 

But it only pays lip service to work-
ing conditions, the hierarchy of class 
and child labour in between its glo-
rification of boutique mint sauce 
ladles.
Made in Great Britain is on BBC Two on 
Fridays at 9pm from 26 October

FORMER ENGINEER Steph McGovern leads four craftspeople through the history of Britain’s industry

WEBSITE
WINDRUSH STORIES
Go to www.bl.uk/windrush

THE BRITISH Library has 
launched a new website 
collecting essays, histories 
and works of fiction about 
migration to Britain from 
the Caribbean. 

The story is now familiar 
for many people. In June 
1948 the Empire Windrush 
arrived at Tilbury Docks, 
Essex carrying hundreds of 
people from the Caribbean. 

But that event was one 
part of a process. The 

selection of articles that 
Windrush Stories brings 
together, points to a longer 
and more complicated 
ongoing relationship 
between Britain and the 
Caribbean.

EXHIBITION 
BASS CULTURE EXPO 70/50
25 October to 22 November 
University of Westminster 
For more information and free 
tickets, go to  
bit.ly/BassCulture7050

BASS Culture 70/50 
brings together work 
from cultural icons such 
as Benjamin Zephaniah, 
Steel Pulse, Linton Kwesi 
Johnson and Don Letts to 
explore the legacy of the 
Windrush Generation on 
British culture.

It is set to showcase 
unseen artwork, specially 
commissioned film, 
“industry speakers”, 
British reggae label  
pop-ups, live 
performances, and over 
70 hours of individual 
testimonies.

EXHIBITION 
CAN MARKETING SAVE 
LIVES? 
23 October to 26 May 
Museum of Brands, London 
W11 1QT 
For tickets from £9 go to  
bit.ly/MarketingLives

A NEW exhibition examines 
the power of marketing in 
public health. 

It uses over 100 posters, 
television commercials 
and physical objects to 
revisit historic events in 
public health such as the 
formation of the NHS.

It splits the past  
100 years into five eras.

Arriving in Britain

Modern Couples’ relationships influence artistic work
EXHIBITION
MODERN COUPLES
The Barbican Art Gallery, 
London, EC2Y 8DS. £16 
For tickets and more 
information, go to  
bit.ly/ModernCouples

OVER 80 artists’ work 
from the early 20th 
century are collected 
here. They were each in 
relationships with at least 
one other featured artist. 

The artists in each 
relationship share a room 
in the gallery where their 

work is displayed. 
Alongside this is 

information about 
their individual artistic 
development and the 
way the relationship 
influenced their craft. 

Accomplished pianist 
and composer Alma 
Mahler Werfel was urged 
by Gustav Mahler to give 
up her work as he felt 
that a marriage between 
two composers would be 
“ridiculous”. 

Although she complied 
initially this led to the 
end of their relationship. 

As well as different 
art forms, the exhibition 
covers work by people 
in different forms of 
relationships—involving 
gay, straight and 
transgender people. 

It also includes 
relationships involving 
more than two people. 

Vanessa Bell’s 
relationships with Roger 
Fry and Duncan Grant is 
an example. 

Collaborative work 
between all three 
is included in the 
exhibition.  

Some of the 
relationships were 
fleeting, many were 
painful. 

Frida Kahlo’s The 
Wounded Deer is seen 
as referring to an 
unsuccessful operation 
and also to her 
relationship with Diego 
Rivera. 

The exhibition brings 
together some fascinating 
work alongside 
information about the 
artists who created it, 
their lives and influences.
Maggie FalshawDorothea Tanning and Max Ernst
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T
HE HARD right 
of Brazi l ian 
politics took 
a  b i g  s t e p 
forward this 
month.

Following the congres‑
sional and presidential elec‑
tion Jair Bolsonaro and his 
Social Liberal Party (PSL) 
moved from the fringe of 
politics to the front tier.

Bolsonaro who toook  
46 percent of the vote for 
president, just short of win‑
ning in the first round. He 
stood on a  programme of 
 unleashing the police for a 
“law and order” campaign—
in a country where the police 
killed 5,000 people last year.

In August he said police 
should be rewarded if they 
“kill 10, 15 or 20 at a time”. 

He has also played on 
racism and sexism.

Valerio Arcary from the 
Socialism and Liberty Party  
(Psol) told Socialist Worker, 
“The most reactionary sectors 
of his base saw the vote as 
an opportunity to fight back 
against the  women’s move‑
ment, the anti‑racist move‑
ment, and so on,” he said.

T h e s e  f o r c e s  a r e 
 emboldened by his victory. 

“We have seen a violent 
wave of attacks in the last few 
days. There have been at least 
50 separate attacks, three of 
which were particularly seri‑
ous,” said Valerio.

“In Salvador an artist was 
attacked and killed. He said 
publicly in a bar, ‘I voted for the 
PT [the Workers’ Party].’

“On Wednesday of last week 
a young woman was attacked 
and marked with the swastika.

“And at a university in south 
Sao Paulo one young stu‑
dent was attacked and seri‑
ously beaten because he was 
wearing a red cap. We have 
also seen localised right wing 
mobilisations.”

Racism played a key part in 
Bolsonaro’s campaign. He called 
black people “animals” who 
should “go back to the zoo”. 

Deep
Bolsonaro said his sons would 
not marry black women. This 
tapped into the deep racism 
that exists in Brazil, where 
there is a clear hierarchy based 
on skin colour. 

“In response to the racism 
which came from Bolsonaro 
and his support base, Psol 
stood several black women in 
the congressional elections,” 
said Valerio. “We now have ten 
MPs as a result of 3 percent of 
the vote.”

Bolsonaro ’s  PSL party 
party grabbed 52 seats in the 
Brazilian congress—they had 
just eight previously.

The second round of the pres‑
idential election will take place 
on 28 October. Current polling 
has Bolsonaro at 58 percent.

His campaign received a 
boost after he was stabbed 
on the campaign trail in 
September—allowing him to 
present himself as a martyr. 

But the stabbing does not 

explain the result—Bolsonaro’s 
success does not come from 
one single event, but a long 
history of disillusionment with 
 mainstream politics.

“The election shows the 
sharp divide between the rich‑
est and the poorest in Brazil,” 
said Valerio.

That divide has been wid‑
ened by almost ten years of 
neoliberal restructuring of 
the economy and attacks on 
 working class people.

Brazil’s former president and 

Workers Party (PT) leader Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva, known as 
Lula, introduced pro‑worker 
reforms after the party took 
office in 2002. But he was 
also able to keep bosses happy 
because of a boom in the price 
of commodities.

Lula’s approval rating at the 
time he stood down in 2012 
was 90 percent. Politics are now 
far more contested.

Lula could not stand in the 
recent elections because he 
remains in jail for bribery. 

The PT instead ran Fernando 
Haddad. “Among those with 
a monthly salary above £400 
Bolsonaro won. Under this 
wage threshold he lost. The 
minimum wage in Brazil is 
£200 a month,” said Valerio.

“There are other, more indi‑
rect, indicators of the class com‑
position of Bolsonaro’s vote.

“Education is a key example 
of this. There are three main 
levels of education in Brazil— 
fundamental, secondary and 
higher. Bolsonaro won among 
people with a secondary and 
higher level of education. The 
educated, new middle classes 
were a key part of the shift.

“There was also the geo‑
graphical component. People 
in the north east of the country 
generally voted against him. 

“People in the richer southern 
districts of Sao Paulo and Rio de 
Janeiro voted  overwhelmingly 
for Bolsonaro.”

T
HE international 
financial crisis 
of 2007 and a 
later collapse in 
the price of com-
modities created 

the economic basis for the 
unravelling of the PT support.

“Between 2004 and 2012 
the Brazilian economy ben‑
efited from the commodities 
boom. 

“It was one of three times 
in history that conditions of 
world trade favoured countries 
with export economies such as 
Brazil,” said Valerio.

“The growing international 
market for commodities was 
driven by China. 

“It went from being a mar‑
ginal trading partner for Brazil 
to being its primary trading 
partner in the space of just over 
a decade. Previously the US 
had been Brazil’s major trading 
partner, China took its place. 

“These huge global shifts 
took place over a short period.

“During these years it was 
possible to have a government 
based on sustaining the profits 
of capitalists while also deliver‑
ing high employment and wages 
which rose faster than inflation. 

“The material conditions of 
tens of millions of people were 
changed for the better. There 
was a feeling of social relief after 
a decade of neoliberal restruc‑
turing of the economy and 
attacks on the popular classes.

“This all changed when com‑
modity prices melted. Brazil 
had become extremely depend‑
ent on this new relationship and 
as the Chinese economy began 
to slow down, the impact was 
felt across the world.

“Now we’re in the grip of the 
biggest recession of the last 50 
years. The economy has con‑
tracted by 7 percent.

“In Brazil the past ten years 
have seen a brutal assault. 
Some 13 million people are 
now unemployed out of 105 
million  economically active 
people.

“That’s resulted in a tragedy 
of historical proportions. We’ve 
seen a fall in wages of between 
15 and 20 percent.”

RISE OF 
THE RIGHT 
IN BRAZIL
Socialist Worker spoke to Valerio Arcary, a leading 
member of the Brazilian Socialism and Liberty party, about 
resisting the far right and its candidate Jair Bolsonaro.

People saw in 
Bolsonaro 
someone who 
would fight for 
their interests

‘‘ 
Valerio Arcary

Far right candidate Jair Bolsonaro
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READ MORE
lBrazil: Neoliberalism 
versus Democracy 
by Alfredo Saad-Filho  
and  Lecio Morais 

lA historic turning point 
in Brazil 
by Eduardo Albuquerque 
Available on the 
International Socialism 
journal website at  
bit.ly/ISJBrazil

lThe brutal reality of 
Brazil’s eviction games 
Socialist Worker article 
online at  
bit.ly/BrazilGames 
 
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

The middle classes, which 
formed one of the key sources 
of Bolsonaro’s success, were not 
immune from this crisis.

The sharp economic slow‑
down was combined with a cor‑
ruption scandal involving the 
PT and the state oil company 
Petrobras. 

“The ruling class took advan‑
tage of the scandal to impeach 
Lula’s successor as president, 
Dilma Rousseff. 

“The corruption was real, but 
the bourgeoisie seized upon it 
in a demagogic fashion as a 
means of attacking the PT and 
rolling back the gains that were 
made,” said Valerio.

“The majority of the bour‑
geoisie was unified in their 
attack on the PT and the move 
to impeach the president 
Dilma Rousseff as part of the 
 corruption scandal.

“But with this election they 
have a sour taste in their mouths. 
If they had not campaigned to 
impeach Rousseff they would 
more than likely have their 
 preferred candidate from the 
PSB party in office now.

“If Bolsonaro wins on 28 
October the ruling class will 
have an extreme right winger to 
deal with, a man who is much 
more unpredictable.

“They have a serious prob‑
lem now—one which is at least 
partly of their own making.

“Corruption is one of the 
 ideological issues that Bolsonaro 
has taken advantage of to mobi‑
lise his middle class base.

“Behind this, the main issue 
that mobilised for it is class 
interest. People didn’t simply 
vote on the basis of his speeches. 

“They saw in him, rightly 
or wrongly, as someone who 
would fight for their interests.”

Misogyny
Out of all the reactionary ideas 
Bolsonaro represents, Valerio 
said it was his misogyny that 
provoked the strongest response.

“In Psol we fought for a united 
front against Bolsonaro through 
the women’s movement.

“This started as a Facebook 
group called Ele Nao! (Not Him) 
That’s the basic  programme of 
the united front. 

It was set up a month ago 
and the response was inspira‑
tional. Within two days it had 
3 million members.

“It resulted in a demonstra‑
tion on 29 September which 
saw a million people come on 
the streets demonstrating in a 
very militant fashion.

“In the face of this, a large 
movement is being organised 

by the trade unions and student 
organisations.

On Wednesday of last week 
5,000 people protested on the 
streets of Sao Paulo against 
Bolsonaro.

“The next step is a big mobi‑
lisation on 20 October,” said 
Valerio. “It’s impossible to turn 
this around without the activ‑
ism of millions. We are putting 
up a fight.

“We need to say to every‑
body—gain one extra vote 
against Bolsonaro.

“The biggest change is that 
everyone is talking about 
politics. 

“The layer of the population 
that is politically active was rel‑
atively small—now everyone is 
engaged.

“This gives us an important 
opportunity. We have a chance 
and we must grasp it.”

BOLSONARO 
WANTS to let 
Brazillian police 
(top)—who killed 
5,000 people 
last year—off the 
leash.
Protesters 
against Bolsonaro 
(above) have been 
motivated by his 
misogyny

Don’t let fascists disguise 
as ‘authentic’ working class

The far right pretends 
its racism reflects the 
concerns of ordinary 
people, but the reality 
is more complex, 
argues Nick Clark

FOR A set of commentators 
and politicians, Nazi groups 
such as the Democratic 
Football Lads Alliance 
(DFLA) are the authentic 
voice of the working class.

White, middle aged 
men in casual gear who 
like football, lager and 
fighting are apparently 
typical of all workers.

This insulting, patronising 
view of what working class 
people are like has little to do 
with reality. But most of those 
who talk this view up have 
so little contact with actual 
working class people that 
they probably even believe it.

Brendan O’Neill of the 
Tory‑supporting Spectator 
magazine is one of them. Last 
year he described a march 
by the Football Lads Alliance 
(FLA) as “a march organised 
by working‑class people and 
attended by working‑class 
people. Thousands of them.”

That’s a strange thing 
to say for an organisation 
founded and led by managers 
and small businessmen. John 
Meighan, the former football 
hooligan who founded the 
FLA, is a facilities manager.

The same goes for Nazi 
Tommy Robinson, the 
“working class lad” who 
ran a chain of tanning 
shops. His mate Danny 
Thomas, who organises 
the Free Tommy marches, 
runs his own business.

Movements
Many of the people drawn 
to far right and fascist 
movements come from a 
similar background—as 
the membership lists of 
previous movements such as 
the BNP and EDL proves.

But the far right love 
the idea that their hatred 
of Muslims and migrants 
reflects the views of 
working class people.

It’s important to how 
they make themselves 
seem legitimate. That’s a 
real danger. Nazi street 

movements can flourish 
when they feed off the 
racism driven deep into 
society by government 
policies that scapegoat 
migrants and Muslims. 

Yet it would be a 
mistake to see the people 
marching with the DFLA or 
Robinson as reflective of the 
working class as a whole.

The working class today 
is multicultural, multiracial 
and increasingly integrated. 
Opinions and attitudes to 
migration and Muslims 
among working class people 
are rarely straightforward, 

and often contradictory. A 
minority of working class 
people accept the racism of 
Robinson and the DFLA. But 
plenty of others reject it.

In between there are 
people with a whole range 
of conflicting views.

Opinion polls rarely 
canvass people’s opinions 
based on class. But results of 
polls on people’s attitudes to 
immigration—for instance—
are never straightforward.

Recent surveys have 
tended to to find just under 
half of people believe 
immigration has had a 
positive impact on Britain—
but that this is increasing.

A study by the Migration 
Observatory at the University 
of Oxford found that a 
majority of people think 
immigration should be 
reduced. But far less—
just over 25 percent—
thought immigration had 
actually made Britain a 
worse place to live.

In many surveys, people 
who think immigration has 
had a negative impact on 
Britain are far more positive 
when asked about the effects 
of immigration locally. 

That’s a complicated 
picture—but it doesn’t point 
to a vision of a uniformly 
racist,  
anti‑migrant working class. 

What it does say is that 
people hold a mix of different 
views that can pull them 
in different directions.

Stopping the rise of the 
far right—and challenging 
racist ideas people—is 
done by building a united, 
fighting opposition to them 
for all of the working class.

THE FAR right is led by small businessmen 

MORE ONLINE
All can be found at  
socialistworker.co.uk
lWhat is class?  
bit.ly/SWWhatIsClass
lThe real face of Tommy 
Robinson  
bit.ly/RealFaceRobinson
lDon’t fall for right wing lies 
over abuse perpertrators 
bit.ly/RightLiesAbuse
lChallenge racism, don’t 
concede to it  
bit.ly/DontConcede

The picture is 
complicated, 
but there isn’t a 
uniform racist 
working class
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Organising against far right menace
Stand Up To Racism 
supporters have been 
organising across 
Britain to take on 
racism and the far 
right.

Homerton Hospital, 
East London
Supporters of Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) at Homerton 
Hospital in Hackney have 
launched a workplace group.

Around 32 health workers 
joined its first meeting at the 
hospital on Thursday of last 
week.Possible workplace cam-
paigns will include “address-
ing institutional racism in our 
workplace” and resisting pass-
port checks for patients. 

West London
Up to 50 people joined a soli-
darity protest against police 
brutality on Tuesday night of 
last week.

It was called by North 
West London SUTR after 
six cops pinned down a 
black man while they were 
 arresting him in Harlesden, 
north London. 

Brian Richardson from 
SUTR said, “Black people 
are brutalised, but when 
they fight back they are con-
demned. We have to keep 
standing in solidarity.”

He called on people to “go 
back to your workplaces and 
colleges and build this move-
ment against racism.”

Oxford
The SUTR group in Oxford 
has called a protest against 
the parliamentary leader of 
the far right Alternative for 
Germany (AfD) party.

The Oxford Union has 
invited Alice Weidel to speak 
at the university  debating 
society  on Wednesday 

7 November. Anti-racists 
have launched an open letter 
calling for the Union to with-
draw the invitation.

It says that “by invit-
ing Alice Weidel the Oxford 
Union is helping to boost 
and legitimise racism and 
fascism”. The AfD is a far 
right party that includes tra-

ditional conservatives, racist 
populists and open Nazis.

 Islamophobic Weidel, who 
heads the party’s parliamen-
tary group of 92 MPs, is on the 
traditional conservative wing. 

Glasgow students
Student supporters of SUTR 
in Glasgow report that they 

held an “absolutely packed” 
fundraising gig on Sunday.

Acts at Blackfriars Bar 
included Lorna McKinnon, 
Wet Look and The Kidney 
Flowers. SUTR societies at 
Glasgow and Strathclyde Uni-
versities teamed up after an 
appeal from the Refuweegee 
charity. 

On the night they collected 
items of clothing and supplies 
for refugee packs. 

Manchester  
University
Around 30 people joined a 
joint meeting of SUTR and 
the UCU university union at 
Manchester University on 
Thursday of last week.

It was called under the 
banner of “How can we stop 
the racist and fascist right?”

Speakers included Labour 
shadow immigration minis-
ter and MP for Manchester 
Gorton Afzal Khan.  It was 
part of a national tour on 
campuses organised by SUTR 
and UCU.

Send news of your local SUTR 
group’s activities to  
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

OUT AGAINST police brutality in Harlesden, North West London Picture: Guy Smallman
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Bolton strikers take on the 
outsourcing health bosses
A walkout by hundreds of outsourced workers in Greater Manchester could help to push back 
the influence of private companies across the health service, argues Tomáš Tengely-Evans

 ‘Everyone is out---there’s such a good atmosphere’
MORE THAN 200 
workers joined picket 

lines outside the Royal 
Bolton Hospital on the 
first day of the walkout on 
Thursday of last week.

The picket lines showed 
the power of strikes to 
unite working class people 
and give them confidence 
to take on the bosses. 

Many first-time strikers 
picketed—including 
people who had signed 
up to the union to be 
part of the walkout. 

Unison member Amy 
told Socialist Worker, 
“This is my first time 
out on strike and it 

feels really good.
“Everyone is out 

supporting one another, 
there’s such a good 
atmosphere.”

Striker Edmund added, 
“I joined a strike with 
my Dad when I was 
a kid and I’m out on 
strike now because of 
the principle of it.” 

More long-standing 
workers had been part 
of a previous dispute at 
Bolton hospital against 
low pay and outsourcing.  

And others had 
struck while working 
in older industries 
around Manchester. 

Bosses at iFM offered 
workers the living wage of 
£8.75 an hour—below NHS 
Agenda for Change pay 
levels. But the campaign 
and picket lines gave 
workers the confidence 
to reject the offer and 
fight for full parity.

Porter Fred told Socialist 
Worker, “The last meeting 
we had was absolutely 
top. If we look at the 
mood in the meeting and 
the mood on the picket 
lines, I’d say, ‘Yes, we’re 
up for going out again’.” 

Edmund added, “I’m all 
for it, if they don’t back 
down we’ve got to do it.” 

A FIGHT by hundreds of  
outsourced health workers in 

Bolton has opened another front in 
the battle against a dangerous new 
form of NHS privatisation. 

Unison union members at the 
Royal Bolton Hospital in Greater 
Manchester struck for 48 hours from 
Thursday of last week. 

They plan another three days of 
strikes from 23 October. 

Strikers work for the wholly-owned  
subsidiary iFM as cleaners, porters 
and other support staff. 

Bosses are refusing to give many 
the same wages, terms and conditions 
as workers who work directly for the 
NHS.

Striker Amy told Socialist Worker, 
“They are trying to rip people off left, 
right and centre. 

“Everything is a big struggle after 
my bills went up in April. I live with 
my mum and I have literally got 59p 
left in my bank account.” 

Wholly-owned subsidiaries are 
owned by NHS trusts. But because 
they are also privately registered 
companies, they open the door to 
full-blown privatisation in the future.

The NHS Improvement regulator 
last month told hospitals to pause 
plans to set up any new wholly-owned  
subsidiaries. 

This follows a strike against  
outsourcing by hospital workers in 
Wigan (see column, right).

Initiative
But a number of hospitals have 
already outsourced hundreds of sup-
port workers. And bosses are looking  
for opportunities to regain the 
initiative.

The anger in Bolton has been 
fuelled by iFM bosses’ lies that they 
would match NHS pay increases 

when taking over the contract last 
year. Striker Emily said, “You’re told 
you’re part of the NHS and then this 
happens. There’s no respect for us.”

Sam added, “They are a private 
company at the end of the day. And 
what’s a private company for? Making 
profit.”

Porter David told Socialist Worker 
that “there is already a two-tier 
workforce”. 

We’re on £7.83 an hour national 

minimum wage and those on NHS pay 
are on £8.92 an hour,” he explained.

Some workers used to work directly 
for the NHS and were tranferred to 
iFM on NHS Agenda for Change pay 
and conditions. Others used to work 
for private contractor ISS.

David added, “The trust could apply 
for funding from the Department of 
Health for the pay rises. 

“But they would have to sign up 
to NHS terms and conditions for 

everyone. They say their aim is to be a 
‘real living wage employer’. And they 
say, ‘If you are Agenda for Change, 
then you might as well be in-house’. 

“Well, that’s the point, we should 
be.”

Every trade unionist should build 
solidarity for the workers’ fight.
Go to Bolton Health Unison on  
Facebook and send a message of  
support.  
Workers’ names have been changed

Struggle 
can stop 
fat cats

THE FIGHT at 
Bolton shows what 

wholly-owned 
subsidiaries are really 
about. 

Bosses use them to try 
and undermine workers’ 
pay and conditions. 

Slashing the wage bill 
makes it more attractive 
for private companies to 
come in and take over 
services down the line.

The Tories and 
bosses are desperate 
to prise open the NHS 
for private profit.

But the collapse 
of greedy outsourcer 
Carillion has made the 
Tories more nervous of 
immediately bringing 
in the private sector.

A strike in Wigan 
earlier this year stopped 
some 900 workers from 
being outsourced. 

Conditions
But a deal agreed with 
bosses and Unison 
meant changes to 
workers’ conditions 
and an agreement 
that bosses wouldn’t 
replace staff who left.

Unison general 
secretary Dave Prentis 
said that the trust 
had “tough financial 
challenges” due to 
funding cuts and said 
the union would work 
in “partnership” with it.

But the strikes to 
defend the NHS and 
workers’ conditions 
have the potential 
to win much more.

Union leaders 
shouldn’t be drawing 
up compromises with 
bosses who are intent 
on hollowing out 
the health service.

And they should 
launch a bigger fight 
to stop outsourcing 
and privatisation 
in the NHS.

Strikers are confident that they can beat their bosses

BOLTON HEALTH workers on strike last week   Pictures: socialist Worker
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IN BRIEF 

No to Nazi rally in 
central Manchester 
ANTI-FASCISTS WILL protest 
in Manchester on Saturday 
against the Nazi English 
Defence League (EDL). 

The EDL initially planned 
a national march to “shut 
down” Didsbury mosque in 
the city.

Hundreds of people, 
including council leader 
Richard Leese, signed a 
statement opposing the Nazi 
march. 

That forced the EDL to 
call off the event—but it now 
plans to rally in Manchester 
city centre.

Greater Manchester Unite 
Against Fascism and Stand 
Up To Racism Manchester 
have called a counter-protest. 

It assembles at 12.30pm at 
Piccadilly Gardens.
lGo to Oppose the EDL rally 
in Manchester on Facebook for 
more details

Pensions strike by 
NASUWT union staff
WORKERS AT the NASUWT 
teachers’ union were set to 
strike over proposed pension 
changes on Wednesday of 
this week.

The GMB union members 
plan further strikes on 5 and 
9 November.

The dispute involves both 
highly paid union bureaucrats 
and low-paid admin workers. 

The NASUWT union made 
changes to the pension 
scheme and imposed a 
three-year pay deal without 
consulting workers.

Under the proposals, union 
staff will have to work for  
45 years to get a pension that 
is worth half their salary. 

David Warwick is the GMB 
organiser. 

“Meetings have been taking 
place across the country 
with GMB members who 
have expressed their anger 
and disappointment with the 
senior management team of 
the NASUWT,” he said.

Strikes could see 
workers cash in
FINANCE WORKERS at 
Newham council in east 
London are set to strike on 
Friday of next week,  
29 October and 2 and  
5 November. 

The seven Unite union 
members process payments 
to suppliers of the council.

The dispute centres around 
job evaluation.

Union march to end 
cuts to culture 
THE UNITE, Unison and PCS 
unions have called a joint 
demonstration against Tory 
attacks on libraries, museums 
and cultural services 
in London for Saturday 
3 November.

A statement from the 
unions said, “Enough is 
enough. Stand with us and 
call on MPs to end cuts to 
our vital cultural services and 
#SaveOurLibraries.”

Cable workers’ march 
electrifies fight for pay
by GLYN OLIVER

WORKERS AT Prysmian Cables 
in Eastleigh, Southampton, 
were set to strike on 
Wednesday of this week. 

It comes after a march in 
the town centre on Wednesday 
last week. 

The 162 Unite union 
members at Prysmian Cables 
were on their second day of 
action against a below-inflation 
pay offer of 2 percent.

The march from the picket 
lines to the town centre was 
loud and confident. 

Union shop stewards 
reported that younger workers 
were particularly impressed 
and inspired by the solidarity 
shown by other unions. 

Support 
Unite assistant general 
secretary Tony Burke and 
regional officer Debbie Watson 
addressed the rally and both 
pledged full support from the 
union. 

Shop stewards took the 
opportunity of the large  turnout 

to hold a branch meeting where 
a show of hands was taken on 
escalating the action. 

Workers are now even more 
determined to return to the 
picket lines, with more action 
set to be announced.

Unite is providing strike pay 
and stewards are requesting 
financial support to sustain 
striking workers. Every trade 

unionist should build solidarity 
for the Prysmian workers’ 
fight.  
lTo send messages of 
support and request details 
for donations, email steven.
phillips@unitetheunion.org 
Visit the picket line, Prysmian 
Cables, Chickenhall Lane, 
Eastleigh SO50 6YU,  
7.30-10am and 4-6pm 

UBER DRIVERS protest outside the firm’s east London headquarters   Picture: Guy Smallman

Support grows for all out 
walkout by dinner ladies
DINNER LADIES at Ladywood 
School in Grimethorpe, 
South Yorkshire, are keeping 
up their indefinite strike 
against redundancies. 

The nine Unison union 
members are fighting bosses’ 
plans to axe their jobs and get 
teaching assistants (TAs) to 
supervise meal times instead.

Bosses also want to slash TA 
jobs. So from Monday of next 
week they are set to join the 
dinner ladies on all-out strike. 

Pouring rain on Friday of 
last week didn’t dampen the 
strikers’ spirits. 

Sheltering under their 
Unison umbrellas, the dinner 

ladies continued their chants of 
defiance. .

One of them said, “We 
normally work for an hour 
each day but now we are on 
the picket line from 8am till 
2pm. 

“Some dinner ladies can’t 
be here all the time because 
they have other jobs in the 
morning.”

But support is solid and 
local trade unions are planning 
a solidarity rally on the first 
day of coordinated action.
George Arthur 
lSolidarity messages to  
branchoffice@
unisonbarnsleylg.org

TAXIS 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES 

Drivers deliver solid strike 
for pay and workers’ rights
CHANTS OF, “Uber, Uber, 
you can’t hide, we can see 
your greedy side” rang out 
in Aldgate, east London, 
on Tuesday of last week as 
drivers protested outside the 
firm’s headquaters.  

The protest was part of a 
24-hour walkout by members 
of the United Private Hire 
Drivers section of the 
Independent Workers of 
Great Britain union.

Protesters remained in the 
firm’s lobby for almost an 
hour. 

The taxi drivers 

struck and rallied in 
London, Birmingham and 
Nottingham. They are 
demanding an increase in 
their pay rate from £1.15 to 
£2 a mile in London. 

They also want bosses to 
reduce the commission that 
Uber takes from drivers to  
15 percent.

Other demands include an 
end to unfair dismissals.  

Workers urged people not 
to cross the “digital picket 
line by logging into the Uber 
app as either a driver or 
passenger”. 

MANUFACTURING LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

STRIKERS AT at the rally in Eastleigh, Southampton   

Hundreds of women block roads outside 
parliament to demand pension justice 
OVER 1,000 women who 
have been forced to wait up 
to six extra years to get their 
state pensions marched to 
parliament on Wednesday of 
last week. 

They blocked traffic 
around Parliament Square.

It was organised under the 
banner of #OneVoice by an 
alliance of groups including 
The Waspi Campaign, Back to 
60, We Paid In, You Pay Out 
and others.  

Women in their 50s and 
60s have been hit hard by 
the government’s decision 
to increase the state pension 
age for women from 60 to  
66 years old. 

Joanne Welch is a 
representative of the 
BackTo60s pressure group. 

“We feel that the 
government thought 
our demographic was 
low-hanging fruit that they 
could pick off without a 

fight,” she said. “But there’s 
an increasing groundswell 
of fury coming the 
government’s way. 

“That’s because these 
women are becoming 
politicised.

“And increasing numbers 
are only now discovering 
they’re going to be affected.

“There are still women out 
there who don’t know their 
pension age has been set 
back.”

PENSIONS 

Support on the picket line in Grimethorpe    

Devon council cuts foster 
resentment among carers  
FOSTER CARERS in Devon 
protested against the 
Tory-run council’s proposed 
cuts to the service on 
Wednesday of last week. 

They are members of the 
Foster Care Workers’ branch 
of the Independent Workers’ 
of Great Britain (IWGB) 
union. 

Devon council is cutting 
the “skills fee” by as much as 
35 percent for the majority of 

foster carers. The fee for all 
tiers will be brought down to 
£116 a week for each child a 
carer looks after. 

IWGB branch secretary 
David Leyland said, “It’s 
such an injustice that they 
have the power to scrap the 
payments we receive for our 
skills and knowledge. 

“We cannot allow Devon 
to devalue and disrespect us 
like this.” 
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Picketing in Carlisle Picture: rMt

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 

 Push for more action  
 on pay and pensions
by SADIE ROBINSON

UCU UNION members 
were set to meet for a spe-
cial one-day congress in 
Manchester on Thursday of 
this week. The aim is to dis-
cuss business that was not 
heard at the union’s annual 
congress earlier this year.

Walkouts by UCU staff and 
officials blocked delegates 
from debating motions that 
sought to hold general sec‑
retary Sally Hunt to account.

The motions criticised 
Hunt’s handling of a pensions 
dispute in universities ear‑
lier this year, and aspects of 
the union’s democracy. They 
were right to do so.

Carlo Morelli is a UCU 
member at Dundee university 
and a member of the union’s 
national executive committee. 

Stifle
He told Socialist Worker, 
“There could be another 
attempt to stifle the discussion, 
this time by union trustees.

“There are a variety of 
views on the left about how 
to respond. But whatever 
happens with the motions, 
it’s important that we have a 
united left to fight over pay 
and pensions.” 

The congress takes place 
the day before ballots for 
strikes over pay end in col‑
leges and universities. 

Carlo said, “We want to 

go for strikes. And branches 
that just miss the 50 percent 
turnout threshold should be 
reballoted.

“We need strikes before 
Christmas. We could strike 
around 10 November, which 
is Equal Pay Day.”

Carlo added that many 
activists are prepared for 
sustained action over pay. 
“People are talking about a 
repeat of the 14 days of pen‑
sion strikes earlier this year. 

“No one wants one day or 
two days. It’s sustained, esca‑
lating industrial action.”

UCU members in over  
60 older universities struck 
for 14 days earlier this year 
to defend their USS pension 
scheme. 

A Joint Expert Panel was 
set up in the aftermath to 
look at the scheme’s future.

Its first report published 
last month blamed bosses, 
pension scheme managers 
and the government for trying 
to rob workers’ pensions.

Carlo said the report is 
“a massive vindication of 
our strikes”. He added that 
it should give workers more 

confidence to keep fighting.
“We’ve got to be going all 

out for the pay dispute,” he 
said. “And we also need to 
keep pushing to defend USS.

“We’ve got to get organisa‑
tion of the dispute in the hands 
of activists. The one‑day con‑
ference is a good time to start 
these discussions.”
lLove Our Colleges—lobby 
of parliament for fair pay and 
funding in FE. Wed 17 October. 
Assemble at 12.45pm at 
Waterloo Place for a march to 
Parliament Square. Rally at 
1.30pm before lobbying MPs

RESISTING THE MARKET CONFERENCE

Debating how to win a 
fighting, accountable UCU 
AROUND 100 people 
gathered in central 
London for a conference 
on resisting the market in 
education last Saturday. 

The event was called by 
UCU Transformed, UCU 
Left, Branch Solidarity 
Network and #OurUCU.

Activists discussed 
democracy in the union, 
fighting redundancies, how 
to organise strikes and how 
to push back the far right, 
among other things.

A session on the USS 
pensions dispute was 
optimistic following a Joint 
Expert Panel (JEP) report on 
the scheme. 

It criticised bosses and 
the government for trying to 

force workers onto a worse 
pension scheme.

Deepa Govindarajan 
Driver from the University 
of Reading said the JEP was 
a “byproduct of our strike” 
and that she hadn’t expected 
the report to be so positive. 

But she added, “I worry 
about whether there is a 
sting in the tail.”

Carlo Morelli told 
the meeting that “UCU 
members will not accept 
a significant detriment to 
their pension.”

In a session on democracy 
in the union, activists broke 
into groups to discuss how 
to involve more members in 
decision-making and hold 
officials to account.

UNISON PAY  BALLOT

PENSION STRIKES showed the power to fight back  Picture: Guy Smallman

TRANSPORT 

 New rounds of strikes in 
battle for passenger safety  
TRAIN GUARDS have 
announced a new programme 
of strikes over safety and jobs. 

They are fighting the 
rollout of driver‑only operated 
(DOO) trains. These endanger 
passengers.

The RMT union is engaged 
in a long‑running battle to keep 
safety‑trained staff on trains, 
and has announced more strikes 
on South Western Railway.

Workers on the line—one 
of the key commuter links into 
London—have been fighting 
since October 2017 against 
bosses’ plans. 

They plan a five‑day walkout 

from Tuesday 23 October. 
Strikers are then set to 

follow this with action on 
every Saturday in November. 

The industrial action is due 
to coincide with walkouts from 
train guards on the Northern 
line. Workers on this network, 
owned by Arriva Rail North, 
were set to strike for the next 
three Saturdays. 

They struck last Saturday—
their 31st day of action. 
lThe RMT is organising 
public meetings on the fight 
for passenger safety in Leeds, 
Sheffield and Newcastle. For 
details go to rmt.org.uk/news

SCOTRAIL 

WORKERS ON Abellio 
Scotrail last week launched 
an indefinite ban on 
overtime and rest day 
working in a dispute over 
rest day working payments. 

Some grades, such as 
drivers, get enhanced 
payments, some don’t.

Over 2,000 workers in the 

RMT union are involved. 
RMT general secretary 

Mick Cash said, “It cannot 
be right that the company 
seems to value one group of 
workers over another. 

“All staff should be treated 
equally and fairly—and that 
is all that the union is calling 
for.”

LONDON UNDERGROUND

TUBE DRIVERS on the 
Piccadilly line are set to strike 
for 24 hours from midday on 
Wednesday 7 November. 

They are fighting over a 
host of issues that endanger 
workers and passengers. 

Drivers want bosses to 
hire more workers and tackle 
the bullying culture from 
management in depots.

RMT union members have 
already staged a 48‑hour 
walkout from 26 September, 
followed by a further five‑hour 
strike on 28 September.

In the last wave of action, 
transport bosses called fresh 
negotiations while the drivers 
were still on strike. 

Now more action can force 
them to concede.

CRANE MAKERS

Crane battle lifts workers
WORKERS AT Street 
Cranes—a firm that 
manufactures cranes and 
hoists—struck on Monday 
over pay. 

Unite union members at 
the Chapel-en-le-Frith factory 
in Derbyshire voted by 100 
percent to strike for a  
4 percent rise. Managers have 
offered 2.5 percent—or  
3 percent with conditions. 

The strings, which 
annoyed the members, 
included removal of a 
ten minute break and the 
imposition of monthly pay.  

Workers are determined 
to win an above inflation pay 
rise and remove the strings. 

This is the first strike at 
the factory for over 15 years. 

For many workers it was 
their first picket line and the 
mood was very buoyant. 

Virtually the whole 
membership signed up for 
picketing duty.

They plan to strike again 
on the next three Mondays 
and to escalate with four 
48-hour strikes in November 
and December.
Jeannie Robinson

Unison voting on strikes
UNIVERSITY WORKERS in the 
Unison union across Britain are 
balloting for strikes over pay. 

Most Unison union members 
in higher education have been 
offered 2 percent, with some 
offered 2.7 percent. 

But the union says the 
below‑inflation offer isn’t 
enough, and members should 
vote for strikes. 

“Higher education workers 
have seen their pay worth 
less in real terms at a time 
when senior managers have 
seen their salaries increase on 
average above inflation,” said 
Unison national secretary Jon 
Richards.

The ballot result could see 
up to 50,000 strike. The ballot 
closes on 25 October.

UNIVERSITY OF READING
WOMEN AT the University of 
Reading staged a protest on 
Tuesday against the gender 
pay gap. The UCU union 
members joined an “unpaid 
women’s non-working lunch” 
to protest at unequal pay.

The gender pay gap at the 
university presently stands at 
19.6 percent.

It means women there are 
effectively working unpaid 
for the rest of the year from 
Tuesday. The average gap for 

British universities is now 
15.9 percent.

The union demanded that 
university bosses reaffirm 
their commitment to close 
the gap to 5 percent by 
2020. 

And it said the university 
should pay women workers 
extra if that isn’t achieved. 

The University of Essex 
gave women professors a 
one-off payment in 2016 to 
close a gender pay gap.
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  SUPPORT STRIKE 
 FOR EQUAL PAY
A key battle in the fight for women’s equality is about to take place in Glasgow. Workers across 
council services and schools are getting ready for a two-day walkout, reports Sarah Bates
THOUSANDS OF low-paid 
workers are getting ready 
to take to picket lines and 
deliver a huge 48-hour 
strike in Glasgow. 

It shows how organised 
workers can fight for wom-
en’s rights and equal pay. 

Over 8,000 Unison and 
GMB union members who 
work for Glasgow City 
Council (GCC) are due to 
walk out on Tuesday and 
Wednesday of next week. 

The action could see nurs-
eries, secondary and primary 
schools shut down and home 
care services grind to a halt. 

Strikers are fighting for 
compensation because of an 
unfair pay scheme that saw 
men’s work graded higher 
than women’s.

Some of the workers set 
to strike were outsourced to 
Cordia. 

It was a council-owned 
a r m s - l e n g t h  m a n a g e -
ment organisation, which 
 provided care, cleaning and 
 catering services for the local 
authority. 

The council dissolved 
Cordia and workers were 
brought back in house from 
1 October this year.

Dragged
Some workers will stand to 
receive tens of thousands in 
compensation because the 
council has dragged its feet 
for 12 years over agreeing 
payment. 

When the council was  
Labour-run it refused to 
budge for a decade. After 
local elections in May 2017, 
the Scottish National Party 
(SNP) took control and 
agreed to resolve the  workers’ 
pay claim this January. 

But it has frustrated the 
process and has not sat down 
for meaningful negotiations 
with union reps and legal 
firm Action4Equality. 

Workers are fighting for 
a transparent negotiation 
 procedure that sees the coun-
cil agree a financial payment 
formula with union reps. 

Jim, a Glasgow City Unison 
activist, told Socialist Worker 
they were worried the coun-
cil would try cynical tactics to 
end the dispute. 

“We think they might send 
individual letters to workers 

just before Christmas,” he 
said. “They might offer 
them relatively large sums—
they might dangle £10,000 
but folks will be entitled to 
£30,000 or £40,000.” 

The council has attempted 

to take the process 
of working out what 
workers are owed out 
of the hands of the 
unions. 

Jim explained 
that each worker 

should receive a different 
amount. It would be based on 
re-grading roles and taking 
into consideration overtime 
and pay agreements. “Some 
estimates say it will cost GCC 
a billion pounds to fix this”, 
he said. 

“But this is money that’s 
been stolen from these 
women and is life changing 
for some people.”

Insultingly SNP council 
leader Susan Aitken said last 
week, “I’m not entirely sure 
the women know the basis on 
which they are striking. 

“I’m not convinced they 
actually know the demands 
made on us.”

Jim said, “That’s not gone 
down well at all. If  anything, 
it’s stiffened people’s resolve.”

Over 10,000 workers are 
part of the claim against GCC. 
And with 900 workers joining 
Unison in the last six weeks, 
the numbers are swelling. 

“Folk are joining the union 
so they can fight,” said Jim. 
“The biggest increase in 
membership we’ve seen is in 
education and former Cordia 
workplaces.”

Greedy council bosses have 
forced these women into 
action—they may regret it. 
Join the equal pay march 
hosted by the Scottish Trades 
Union Congress. 11.30am, 23 
Oct, Glasgow Green, G1 5DB

WOMEN WORKERS protest against unequal pay outside Glasgow City Council 

SCHOOLS 
Pay fight 
for teachers 
in Scotland 
THOUSANDS of 
Scottish teachers 
are expected to join 
a demonstration in 
Glasgow on  
27 October to demand 
a 10 percent pay rise. 

Coming just days 
after the equal pay 
strikes in the city, it 
will build the sense of 
resistance to austerity. 

The EIS union 
demonstration is a 
chance to show the 
strength of feeling 
against the Scottish 
government and the 
local authorities’ 
3 percent pay offer. 

Reject
Teachers’ pay has 
been cut by nearly a 
quarter in real terms 
over the past decade.

But the EIS is 
moving terribly slowly 
towards strikes.

It has announced 
there will be a ballot, 
beginning on 30 
October, on whether 
to accept or reject 
the bosses’ offer.

If it is for rejection 
there will then be 
more talks and 
then, possibly, an 
indicative ballot on 
industrial action.

Then there might be 
a formal strike ballot.

This risks wasting 
the momentum. 

EIS leaders should 
move far more quickly 
towards a campaign of 
hard-hitting action.

Assemble Sat 27 Oct, 11am, 
Kelvingrove Park, GlasgowInsulting—council deputy leader Susan Aitken 
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