
ANTI-RACISTS from across Britain and many other countries came together at the
Stand Up To Racism international conference in London last Saturday >>Pages 10&11

1,400 JOIN INTERNATIONAL ANTI-RACIST CONFERENCE

 GLASGOW STRIKERS SAY...

Full report >>Page 3
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PROTEST AT RACISM & FASCISM
SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER, 12 NOON, CENTRAL LONDON
CALLED BY STAND UP TO RACISM, UNITE AGAINST FASCISM AND BACKED BY THE TUC standuptoracism.org.uk
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BREXIT 

‘People’s Vote’ 
march boosts 
big business 
ALMOST 700,000 marched 
for a “People’s Vote” in 
London last Saturday.

It shows the campaign has 
struck a chord with sections 
of those who voted Remain in 
the 2016 referendum or who 
have turned against Brexit. 

But that doesn’t make it 
progressive or in the interests 
of working class people. 
>>Page 4 

HEALTH SERVICE  

NHS pay victory 
in Bolton shows 
power of strikes 
A STRIKE by hundreds of 
outsourced health workers 
in Bolton has forced 
bosses to agree to give 
all staff full NHS pay.

Their bosses were refusing 
to allow many workers the 
same pay as people directly 
employed by the NHS. 

Workers will now get the 
three-year NHS pay deal.
>>Page 7

UNITED STATES 

Thousands of 
migrants march 
on Trump’s border 
AS MANY as 8,000 migrants 
from Honduras in Central 
America are marching 
on the US border. 

They have already crossed 
two borders and are defying 
Donald Trump’s threat to 
forcibly deny them entry to 
the US. 
>>Page 8 
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�MPS HAVE en joyed f ree 
overseas trips worth over 

£2 million over the last two years.
Foreign governments paid for 

over half the trips—and Saudi 
Arabia spent the most.

Tory MPs were treated the most, 
with free trips worth £1.3 million. 

Meanwhile Labour got trips 
worth £630,000.

 Taser cops could be charged 
 over Dalian Atkinson’s death
TWO COPS involved in the 
Tasering of ex-Aston Villa 
footballer Dalian Atkinson, 
who later died, could face 
charges.

The Independent Office 
for Police Conduct has 
referred Atkinson’s death 
to the Crown Prosecution 
Service.

He died after being 
Tasered by cops outside his 
father’s home in Telford, 
Shropshire, in August 2016. 

He went into cardiac 
arrest in an ambulance, and 
was pronounced dead in hos-
pital 90 minutes later.

Eyewitnesses said police 
shot Atkinson “four or five 
times” even when he was on 
the ground. Some said offic-
ers waited up to 20 minutes 
to call an ambulance.

One witness said cops 
appeared to kick Atkinson 
when he was on the ground.

AVON AND Somerset 
cops have once again 
mistaken their own race 
relations advisor for a 
wanted man.

PC Claire Boddie Tasered 
Judah Adunbi in the face last 
year, after apparently mistak-
ing him for Royston McCalla. 

Adunbi said two offic-
ers approached him again 

on Wednesday of last week 
asking if he was McCalla, 
before driving off laughing.

“They were shouting, ‘Hey 
Royston, Royston’ but I just 
kept my head down,” Adunbi 
told the Bristol Post. 

“I felt terrible. I walked 
home and locked my door and 
didn’t want to go back out.” 
PC Boddie was cleared last 

month of criminal charges 
relating to the incident. 

Avon and Somerset chief 
constable  Andy Marsh 
defended her. 

“I need officers like Claire 
Boddie and her colleagues 
to feel confident to stop 
people,” he said.

POLICE IN Cheshire will 
carry cuddly panda bears 
in their patrol cars. 

S p e c i a l  s e r g e a n t 
Sarah Johns  sa id  the 
“Pandas4Pandas” initiative 
stopped children “feeling 
afraid of the police”.

Stopping the Tasering of 
children would be better.

Police targeted more than 
2,000 children under 18 in a 
five-year period, according to 
Home Office figures released 
last December. 

Nearly 70 children under 
14 were targeted.

�BLAIRITE LABOUR MP Chuka 
Umunna will chair a new “centrist 

think tank” for £65,040 a year.
Umunna said that Progressive Centre 

UK aims to connect “progressives from 
across the UK with the latest ideas and 
experience from across the globe”.

He’ll be working for the think tank 
for 12 hours a month—and will grab 
£451 an hour for his troubles.

 Tories are in a mess 
 over benefit reform
THE TORIES last week 
voted to cover up 
documents relating to 
their hated Universal 
Credit benefit.

Labour had tried 
to force the release 
of any papers on “the 
impact of Universal 
Credit on recipients”.

MPs voted the proposal 
down by 299 to 279.

� THE TORIES have to 
pay out over £1.6 

billion to disabled 
benefit claimants, after 
underpaying them.

Around 180,000 
people were paid less 
Employment 
Support Allowance 
than they were 
entitled to. 

� UP AND coming Tory 
MP Johnny Mercer 

called the government a 
“shit show” last week.

He even questioned 
whether his “set of 
values and ethos” are 
still “aligned with the 
Conservative Party”.

Last week Mercer gave 
an emotional speech in 
the House of Commons 
defending Universal Credit.

He claimed the previous 
system “sapped” 
young people’s 
ambition to work.

“People want 
welfare reform,” he 

claimed.

‘The council and 
cops failed my son’ 
THE MOTHER of a 
man killed in Hackney, 
east London, has said 
the authorities failed 
to protect him.

Abraham Badru was 
shot dead in March 
after testifying against 
gang rapists in court. 

He had stopped an 
attack on a girl in 2007.

Cops threatened to 
charge his mother Ronke 
with perverting the 
course of justice if he 
didn’t give evidence.

Ronke said police 
and the council failed 
to help her family to 
move out of Hackney.

A friend said that there 
is a lack of progress with 
the investigation into his 

murder is because “it 
will force us to point our 
fingers at the police and 
the council and prove 
they were negligent”.

�COPS TREATED a 
14 year old boy who 

was shot dead after being 
forced to sell drugs as 
“an offender” rather than 
a victim of exploitation. 

Corey Junior Davis 
was shot in Newham, 
east London, last year. 
He had told social 
workers that he feared 
he could be killed.

A serious case review 
said the boy was “rarely 
truly heard and even 
more rarely adequately 
responded to”.

Payout over 
detention case
THE HOME Office has to 
pay substantial damages 
to a woman who was 
unlawfully detained, the 
High Court has ruled.

The woman, known as 
ZV, was trafficked into 
Britain and forced into 
prostitution.

She was imprisoned 
in June 2017 after 
being convicted of 
cannabis possession, and 
transferred to Yarl’s Wood 
detention centre.

Mr Justice Garnham 
said ZV was entitled to 
damages for 45 days’ 
unlawful detention, but 
not the entire period of 
her time at Yarl’s Wood.

�

 Tories are in a mess 

FAULTY FIRM
No. 731
Co-op, Bath
Snooty shop
�A Co-op store in Bath 
put limits on children from 
a comprehensive school 
entering its shop—but not 
on those from a nearby 
private school
�A sign said only two 
children from Ralph Allen 
school could enter at once
�The manager changed 
the sign—but still singled 
out the comprehensive

Chuka Umunna—in the money

THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘My constituents 
are always saying 
“I don’t want to 
be a Vassal state” 
they say it just 
before they ask 
for a foodbank 
voucher usually’
Labour MP Jess Phillips 
tweets her respect for her 
constituents

‘Support her in 
the hour of the 
nation’s need’
Daily Mirror commentator 
Paul Routledge tells Labour 
to back Theresa May over 
Brexit

‘Fears that 
Theresa May’s 
promise had 
been interpreted 
too literally’
The Guardian says 
chancellor Philip Hammond 
fears the “end of austerity” 

‘The royal couple 
spoke to children 
about equality’
No hint of irony in the 
Daily Mail newspaper’s 
gushing about prince Harry 
and Meghan Markle’s trip to 
Australia

‘Is this Meghan’s 
first fashion faux 
pas of the royal 
tour?’
But the Mail still can’t resist 
having a go at women for what 
they choose to wear

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7819 1180
Circulation
020 7819 1171

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ

FORMER ASTON Villa striker Dalian Atkinson

FIGURE IT OUT

£70 MILLION
the amount hospitals 
made through charging 
NHS workers to park at 
work in 2017-18

155 
the number of hospital 
trusts charging for 
disabled parking, up from 
132 the previous year

Police taunted 
rape victim 
COPS WERE present 
when a teenage girl was 
raped, a court has heard.

Peter and Avril Griffiths 
were jailed last week 
for grooming and raping 
teenage girls in South 
Wales over three decades.

One victim told the 
court that officers 
would often say that no 
one would believe her 
if she complained.

‘‘

Johnny Mercer 



ANTI-RACISM
 Robinson 
 retrial is 
 put back
THE RETRIAL of Nazi 
Tommy Robinson has been 
put back after a hearing 
at the Old Bailey court in 
London on Tuesday.

The judge referred the case 
to the attorney general, the 
Tory minister in charge of 
giving high-level legal adv ice. 

Geoffrey Cox QC will now 
decide if, when and where to 
hold a full retrial.  

Robinson remains free on 
bail after winning an appeal 
in August. 

He was jailed for contempt 
of court after filming men 
accused of serious sexual 
offences outside a Leeds 

Court in June. Robinson 
blames Muslim or Asian 
culture for sexual abuse. His 
racist actions almost caused 
the trial to collapse.

Up to 1,000 fascists and 
racists from various far right 
groups gathered outside the 
Old Bailey Court on Tuesday.

Stand Up To Racism and 
Unite Against Fascism held a 
counter-protest.

Pro-Robinson stewards 
were told to wear black 
shirts—as worn by Hitler’s 
SS and Oswald Mosley’s 
Blackshirts of the 1930s.

Anti-fascists must be ready 
to take to the streets against 
the far right when they next 
try to mobilise.

 Glasgow women’s strike 
 shows power of workers
by SARAH BATES in Glasgow

THOUSANDS OF striking women 
flooded Glasgow city centre this 
week demanding that bullying 
bosses pay up now. 

Some 8,000 GMB and Unison 
union members in education, care, 
cleaning and catering services began 
a two-day strike on Tuesday.

They have waged an inspiring 
12-year battle against an unfair pay 
structure that saw work predomi-
nately done by women paid less than 
that of men’s.

Shona Thomson, branch secretary 
of GMB Glasgow City Council branch 
told Socialist Worker, “It’s our money, 
and it’s been stolen from us for years.

“So many women are fired up and 
we’re excited to be here. It’s been a 
long time coming.” 

Shona, a home carer, said the job 
now carried “more pressure and more 
tasks” than ever before—but without 
a fair pay scheme.

A militant march of 5,000  through 
the city centre followed a busy morn-
ing picketing schools and other 
council workplaces.

In some cases, other workers such 
as bin workers and teachers refused 
to cross picket lines.

Picket
Megan has been a home carer for 
18 months. She said picketing is 
important. “We need to be visible,” 
she said. “People can’t support us 
without a picket line.”

The Scottish National Party (SNP) 
controls Glasgow City Council, and 
leader Susan Aitken promised to 
resolve the dispute as part of her 
election campaign last year.

Strikers were furious at Aitken’s 
recent comments that workers “didn’t 
know what their demands are”.

“We know why we’re striking,” 
Megan said. “We’re standing up for 
future generations.”

Labour controlled the council for 
the first decade of the dispute. Both 
Labour and the SNP have failed the 
women.

Cleaner Carol, a Unison member, 
said the strikes meant “nothing would 
get touched” inside the workplace.

Striker Maggie echoed many 
others’ fears that the council would 
try a dirty trick in December.

Workers fear it could offer far less 
compensation than they are entitled 
to, in the hope they will be tempted 
to accept it just before Christmas. 

“They might try to dangle a 
carrot”, said Maggie. “But people 
won’t accept it, not this time.” 

Carol added, “We’re standing up  

for ourselves, it’s not just equal pay. 
Some folk work three jobs and if 
someone is off sick or on holiday they 
have to do their work too.”

The women of Glasgow have 
shown who really runs the city. 
During their action, every nursery 
and primary school was shut—and 
some secondary schools too. 

It’s an example of the power that 
workers have when they act together. 
With strikers ready to call more 
action in November and December, 
the union leaderships must get fully 
behind their fight. 
Send messages of support to Unison 
Glasgow City Branch on Facebook and 
to scotland@gmb.org.uk

BACK STORY
Over 8,000 council workers in 
Glasgow struck this week
�The Unison and GMB unions 
want equal pay for women
�An unfair pay scheme saw work 
done by men graded higher than 
work done by women
�The council has dragged its feet 
for 12 years over agreeing a deal
�Some workers could receive 
tens of thousands of pounds in 
compensation if they win
�Strikes shut nurseries, schools 
and some home care services

IN THIS WEEK

 1956
Workers’ uprising 
in Hungary
A REVOLUTION erupted 
in Hungary on 23 October 
1956.

Hundreds of thousands 
of people fought the 
secret police and Russian 
tanks. 

It showed that workers 
have the power to take 
on the ruling class.

WOMEN STRIKERS in Glasgow on Tuesday PICTURE: ANDREW MCGOWAN 

Nazi Tommy Robinson
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Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5620 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

Socialist Worker was far and 
away the best in covering the 
recent UCU university workers’ 
dispute. 

I’d encourage everybody 
to support the paper to allow 
other workers in dispute to 
have access to such important 

coverage and to spread the 
lessons of such battles more 
widely.
Carlo Morelli  
UCU NEC

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. We are asking 
everyone who enjoys Socialist Worker 
to donate as much as they can and 
help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£73,319

NEWS 3
Socialist Worker 24 October 2018



 March for  
 Brexit vote 
 boosts big 
 business 
The ‘People’s Vote’ campaign has a 
wide range of supporters—but it will 
help the right, reports Sarah Bates 

ALMOST 700,000 marched for 
a “People’s Vote” in London last 
Saturday.

This was a huge mobilisation—
the largest in Britain since the 2003 
march against the Iraq War. 

It shows the campaign has struck 
a chord with sections of those who 
voted Remain in the 2016 refer-
endum or who have subsequently 
turned against Brexit.

But that doesn’t make it progres-
sive or in the interests of working 
class people.

The People’s Vote campaign is 
a cross party alliance with leaders 
such as warmongering spin doctor 
Alastair Campbell. 

As director of communications 
for Tony Blair’s Labour Party, he 
ignored a march against the inva-
sion of Iraq which was three times 
the size of last Saturday’s.

Banners
The organised left was largely 
absent on the march although there 
were a number of Labour Party ban-
ners. There was virtually no trade 
union presence.

Unusually, there were Tory feet on 
the streets. One marcher complained 
that Tory MPs were “trying to stab 
Theresa May in the back and not sup-
port her”.

The campaign officially claims it 

wants a full referendum on the “final 
Brexit deal”. But it is a serious attempt 
to stop it entirely—not just have a say 
on the conditions of Brexit.

Campbell and others are insisting 
that a new vote must have Remain 
on the ballot paper. 

The People’s Vote campaign is a 
desperate bid by sections of the ruling 
class to maintain the status quo.

Whatever the individual moti-
vation of marchers, the campaign 
is a vehicle to deliver the big busi-
ness agenda of defending the racist, 
neoliberal European Union (EU).

Some marchers were horrified 
by the racism of the Tories, Nigel 

BACK STORY
Some 700,000 marched last 
Saturday to demand a 
‘People’s Vote’ over Brexit
�Offically this is over the terms of 
the final Brexit deal 
�In reality organisers want a 
new referendum to stay in the 
European Union (EU)
�Big business wants to remain 
because the EU pushes austerity 
and free market policies
�People joined the march for 
many reasons, but it’s firmly led 
by the establishment 

Farage and the far right who back 
Brexit. A handful had come from 
the Stand Up To Racism confer-
ence that was taking place on the 
same day, or went off to it later 
(see pages 10&11).

Anti-racists have to unite 
 whatever their views on Brexit. 
But backing the EU means lining 
up behind a racist institution that 
 murders refugees.

Support
Labour, Tory, Lib Dem, and Green 
representatives all marched together 
alongside smaller Remain cam-
paigns. Scottish National Party 

leader Nicola Sturgeon sent a 
 message of support.

There was strong anger at Jeremy 
Corbyn for “failing” to oppose Brexit. 
The People’s Vote is clearly a vehicle 
for the Labour right to undermine 
Corbyn’s leadership.

And, although it likes to pose as a 
movement for the young, the march 
was older than the protest against 
Donald Trump in the summer.

Addressing the crowd, London’s 
Labour mayor Sadiq Khan said, 
“The government is choosing party 
 politics over the national interest.”

But the concept of a national 
interest is a myth—the interests of 

Tory MPs are very different to the 
interests of ordinary people.

And, seemingly without irony, 
Khan called for another vote by 
saying, “What can be more demo-
cratic than trusting the will of the 
British people?”

People who want to fight racism 
and austerity should throw them-
selves behind the fight to save the 
NHS, end Universal Credit and 
against the Tories’ border regime. 

A socialist Brexit would says “No 
to the bosses’ single market” and “Yes 
to freedom of movement”.
For a longer version of this story, 
go to bit.ly/PeoplesV 

Campaign’s sops to the left
MANY PEOPLE on the 
march were new to 
street protests.

Hannah and 
Gemma were 
all on their first 
demonstration last 
Saturday. 

Hannah told 
Socialist Worker she 
wanted to “show my 
face and make this 
happen because it’s 
so much better to be 
proactive”.

Gemma said the 

most worrying thing 
about Brexit was that 
it threatened freedom 
of movement within 
countries in the EU.

“Brexit doesn’t 
benefit us—we want 
to work and live where 
we want,” she said. 

Caroline Lucas, 
leader of the Green 
Party, said a victory 
for the “People’s 
Vote” campaign 
would be a chance 
to “reprogramme our 

economy that fails so 
many. 

“The People’s Vote 
is an opportunity to 
transform how things 
are, not defend the 
status quo.”

But it is actually 
a desperate bid by 
sections of the ruling 
class to maintain the 
status quo.

Its aim is getting a 
vote to achieve a result 
that keeps everything 
the same.

THE ESTABLISHMENT hopes the ‘People’s Vote’ march will boost their efforts to defend the status quo 

Some marchers had patronising attitudes 

SATURDAY 3 NOV
Refield St Stephen’s
Church Centre,
260 Bath St,
Glasgow
G2 4JP

Tickets
£10 (waged) or

£5 (unwaged)
Book online at

bit.ly/
MarxisminScotland

Speakers including
Paul O’Brien, Neil McKay,

and Naomi Wimborne-Idrissi

MARXISM IN SCOTLAND
IDEAS FOR A WORLD IN TURMOIL
A ONE-DAY CONFERENCE HOSTED BY THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
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Brexit crisis could spell 
the end for Theresa May
TORY PRIME minister 
Theresa May faced a 
growing threat to her 
leadership as Socialist 
Worker went to press 
on Tuesday.

She was under 
pressure from right 
wing Brexiteers 
to attend a “show 
trial” meeting of the 
1922 Committee 
on Wednesday. It 
is a powerful group 
of backbench Tory 
MPs that plays an 
important role in 
selecting the leader.

If 48 MPs send in 
letters to Sir Graham 
Brady, the chair of 
the 1922 Committee, 
he could call a vote 
of no confidence in 
May’s leadership. And 
around 46 letters had 
already gone in by 
the beginning of this 
week.

If 158 Tory MPs 
voted against May, 
it would trigger a 
leadership election.

Brexit-supporting 
Tory MP Andrew 
Bridgen 
said May 
was 

“drinking in the last 
chance saloon and the 
bad news for her is 
that the bar is already 
dry. If she doesn’t turn 
up to ‘the ’22’ that will 
only make the letters 
go in even faster,” he 
said.

In a sign of the 
Tories’ growing 
crisis, backbench 
backstabbing and 
manoeuvres in the 
cabinet turned into 
more open warfare 
this week.

A former Tory 
minister told the 
Sunday Times 
newspaper, “The 
moment is coming 
when the knife gets 
heated, stuck in her 
front and twisted. 

“She’ll be dead 
soon.” Another 

Tory MP told 
the Mail on 
Sunday 
newspaper 

that May should 
“bring her own noose” 
to the “show trial”.

The Tories have 
been wracked by deep 
divisions over Brexit—
which have paralysed 
May since she failed to 
win a majority at the 
last general election. 

Without an obvious 
replacement, the 
Tories have backed off 
from ousting her. 

But crunch time is 
coming as the official 
date for Britain 
leaving the European 
Union next March 
approaches.

And even if May 
survives the 1922 
Committee meeting, 
there will be further 
chaos. 

The left should 
exploit those divisions 
in the ministry of 
mayhem to force out 
the Tories’ regime of 
austerity and racism. 

EU rulers’ backstop brush-off 
THERESA May 
has claimed that 
“95 percent of the 
withdrawal agreement 
and protocols” for 
leaving the European 
Union (EU) were 
settled.

Yet the Tories and 
EU rulers are still 
arguing over how to 
avoid a “hard border” 
with customs checks 
and physical barriers 
in Northern Ireland.

They have 
proposed alternative 
“backstops”—
which both sides 
have rejected as 
unacceptable.

EU chief negotiator 
Michel Barnier said 
Northern Ireland 
would remain in the 
customs union and 
single market after 
Britain left. 

This would mean 
customs checks 
between Britain and 

Northern Ireland.
May relies on the 

sectarian bigots of the 
Democratic Unionist 
Party to prop up her 
government. 

And it could spark a 
much bigger crisis for 
the British state.

Under May’s 
proposals Britain will 
remain in the EU’s 
customs union and 
single market after 

Britain leaves the 
EU next March. She 
proposed extending 
this “transition period” 
after 2020, but faced 
opposition from both 
the EU and right wing 
Brexiteers.

The solution to 
the Northern Ireland 
border crisis is for 
Britain to get out 
of Ireland once and 
for all.

Barnier and Juncker are fighting for European bosses

Graham Brady (second from right) with previous chairs
of the 1922 committee 

Theresa May is under attack

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

KHASHOGGI KILLING LIFTS 
LID ON A MURKY WORLD

W 
ITH EVERY new 
detail that emerges, 
the murder of 
journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi seems as 

desperate as it was gruesome.
According to the Turkish 

government’s version of events, 
Khashoggi was ambushed by an 
elite hit squad inside the Saudi 
Arabian consulate in the Turkish 
city Istanbul.

He was reportedly tortured, 
killed and then dismembered by 
men in close contact with the 
offi ce of Saudi Arabian Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman.

Saudi Arabia’s version of events 
keeps changing. At fi rst it denied 
that Khashoggi had been killed 
at all. By the end of last week it 
admitted that Khashoggi was dead, 
but said he had died in a fi stfi ght.

Within hours a top Saudi offi cial 
had changed the story again. Now 
Khashoggi was apparently killed by 
a chokehold in a botched attempt 
to kidnap him and persuade him to 
return to Saudi Arabia.

It’s a lot of trouble to go to for 
someone who was at most a mild 
critic of the Saudi government. 
Khashoggi described himself as a 
“faithful servant” of Saudi Arabia 
and had even advised the Saudi 

royal family. But his disagreements 
with bin Salman touched some 
very raw nerves. 

Over the past year Khashoggi 
had criticised elements of 
bin Salman’s “modernising” 
economic programme and praised 
Saudi Arabia’s growing rival Turkey. 
His last column for US newspaper 
the Washington Post called for an 
end to Saudi Arabia’s failed, bloody 
war on Yemen.

Yet now Khashoggi’s murder has 
put bin Salman and his Western 
supporters in a tricky situation.

Turkish president Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, who has locked up 
hundreds of journalists, postures 
as a champion of press freedom.

Meanwhile people who 

defended bin Salman’s regime from 
accusations of brutality are now 
condemning him. Newspapers 
and journalists who promoted 
bin Salman as a “modernising 
reformer” are attacking him.

Even Donald Trump was 
forced to suggest there could be 
sanctions against Saudi Arabia.

That seems unlikely. Trump 
relies on Saudi Arabia to protect 
US power in the Middle East. His 
son in law Jared Kushner’s close 
relationship with bin Salman has 
helped bring Saudi Arabia closer 
to the US’s other big ally Israel.

Britain relies on Saudi Arabia 
too. Theresa May condemned 
Khashoggi’s killing in the 
“strongest possible terms”. 

But she has always defended 
Britain’s arms deals with Saudi 
Arabia and welcomed bin Salman 
to Downing Street—even as 
bombs fell on Yemeni school buses.

What Trump and May really 
hope is that the Khashoggi affair 
will all blow over, then they can go 
back to business as usual. 

Saudi Arabia is a brutal, 
repressive, warmongering regime. 
But blame for deaths of all those 
it has murdered lies at the feet of 
the Western governments who 
prop it up.

DEFEND A WOMAN’S CHOICE
 PARLIAMENT WAS set to 

debate abortion law in 
Northern Ireland as Socialist 

Worker went to press on Tuesday. 
Labour MP Diana Johnson 

introduced a bill calling for the 
1861 Offences Against the Person 
Act to be repealed.

The Act has been superseded 
by other laws in Britain but 
remains in force in Northern 
Ireland. 

It effectively criminalises any 
woman seeking an abortion—
forcing women to travel abroad 

to have terminations. Other 
amendments to the Northern 
Ireland bill, set to be debated on 
Wednesday, ask the government 
to “make provision” for repealing 
the 1861 Act.

But the Tories will oppose 
extending abortion rights. 
Theresa May clings onto offi ce 
with the help of the bigots of the 
Democratic Unionist Party.

It’s a disgrace that women in 
Northern Ireland are criminalised 
for trying to control their own 
bodies. The 1967 Abortion Act, 

which makes abortion legal in some 
circumstances, has never been 
extended to Northern Ireland.

Anti-abortionists try to 
dress up their bigotry by posing 
as democrats. They argue the 
government shouldn’t “impose” 
abortion rights on Northern 
Ireland. But it isn’t progressive 
to insist that some women have 
fewer rights than others.

Abortion rights should be 
extended to Northern Ireland. 

And we should fi ght for an end 
to all restrictions on abortion.

Khashoggi’s 
disagreements 
with bin Salman 
touched some 
very raw nerves

‘‘ 

UNRAVELLING THE FAMILY
�Sheila McGregor on social reproduction theory
�Marnie Holborow on the victory for abortion rights in Ireland 
Plus John Bellamy Foster and Paul Burkett on value and nature

The latest issue of International Socialism journal is out now

£5             To order Phone 020 7840 5640 email isj@swp.org.uk or www.isj.org.uk      www.isj.org.uk      
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Why Fukuyama still 
doesn’t get history
FRANCIS FUKUYAMA has published a new book with the 
remarkably dull title Identity—not that anyone has really 
noticed. It was very different back in 1992, when The End 
of History and the Last Man came out.

Fukuyama was already famous. In 1989, while deputy 
director of policy planning at the State Department under 
President George HW Bush, he published an article called 
“The End of History?” 

He argued that the victory of the US over Stalinist Russia 
in the Cold War marked the definitive triumph of liberal 
capitalism over Communism. It was therefore the end of 
history.

Fukuyama understood history, following the great 
philosopher GWF Hegel, as the struggle between rival 
ideologies. Communism, he contended, represented the last 
progressive set of ideas capable of challenging capitalism. 
Therefore, once it had failed, history was over. 

Fukuyama was seen as the spokesperson of the capitalist 
triumphalism expounded by US president Ronald Reagan 
and Margaret Thatcher.

This was never entirely fair. In a famous passage 
Fukuyama mused, “The end of history will be a very sad 
time,” dominated by “economic calculation, the endless 
solving of technical problems, environmental concerns, and 
the satisfaction of sophisticated consumer demands.”  

But in the book where he elaborated the argument, the 
revolutionary Karl Marx was treated as a dead dog.

In 1992 I debated with Fukuyama about his book at 
in Manchester. Nobody in the 200-strong audience was 
prepared to support him, leading him grudgingly to concede, 
“I guess history isn’t over in Manchester yet.”

In the succeeding decades, history has proved itself 
stubbornly alive everywhere. And Fukuyama has changed his 
tune about Marx. Back in 1989 he wrote, “Surely, the class 
issue has actually been successfully resolved in the West. 

“The egalitarianism of modern America represents the 
essential achievement of the classless society envisioned by 
Marx.”

Class
By 2016, Fukuyama was having second thoughts. Trying to 
explain Donald Trump’s election, he wrote in the Financial 
Times newspaper that social class “appears to have become 
the single most important social fracture in countless 
industrialised and emerging-market countries”.

In an interview with the New Statesman magazine to 
promote his latest book, Fukuyama went still further. 

“At this juncture, it seems to me that certain things Karl 
Marx said are turning out to be true,” he said. 

“He talked about the crisis of overproduction… that 
workers would be impoverished and there would be 
insufficient demand.” 

But Fukuyama is still sticking to the basic framework 
of his original article. He argues that history is driven by 
what Hegel calls “the struggle for recognition”. This finds 
expression not just in ideological struggle, but also in 
contemporary identity politics.

Although misunderstanding Hegel in various ways, 
Fukuyama makes the same mistake of treating ideas as 
decisive. 

Marx said this failed to take into account how societies 
are shaped by the structure of economic relations and the 
productive technologies with which these are interwoven.

Fukuyama understands politics superficially as ideological 
shifts and power struggles. Back in 1989 he felt entitled to 
ignore Marx because the regimes that—falsely—claimed 
legitimacy from his ideas had collapsed.

The past three decades have been a painful education in 
the persisting importance of Marx’s critique of capitalism 
as an economic system defined by class exploitation and 
cyclical crises. 

But Fukuyama lags behind, tacking bits of Marx onto a 
basically unchanging theoretical framework. 

He focuses on identity politics, without acknowledging 
sufficiently the way the suffering caused by the neoliberalism 
he once celebrated encourages some people, for example, to 
blame migrants. 

Those who want to understand contemporary history are 
better off starting with Marx.

Big protest against fracking 
as jailed activists are set free
by SARAH BATES

PROTESTERS descended 
on the Preston New Road 
(PNR) site in Lancashire 
last Saturday to reaffirm 
their resistance to fracking. 

They were responding to 
a call to take to the streets 
from three jailed protesters 
who were released on appeal 
on Wednesday of last week. 

Some 2,000 anti-frackers 
protested at the PNR site just 
five days after the first frack 
in Britain for seven years.

Activists Simon Blevins, 
Richard Roberts and Rich 
Loizou walked free from 
prison and urged everyone 
to be part of the fight against 
fracking and to join the 
protest.

They were jai led on  
26 September for a “lorry 
surfing” protest at PNR in July 
2017. Convicted for causing 
a public nuisance, Blevins 
and Roberts received a  
16 month sentence, and 
Loizou received 15 months. 

But a panel at the Royal 
Courts of Justice ruled their 
sentences were “manifestly 
excessive”.

Lord Chief Justice Ian 
Burnett said the panel deemed 
that a “community order with 
a significant requirement of 
unpaid work” would have 
been the correct judgement 
at the original trial.

Resistance
Speaking immediately after 
their release Loizou linked 
the anti-fracking resistance to 
a wider battle against climate 
catastrophe. 

“The fracking industry 
threatens to industrialise our 
beautiful  countryside”, he 
said. “It will force famine, 
flooding and many other 

disasters on the world’s 
most vulnerable communi-
ties by exacerbating climate 
change.”

The three are thought to be 
the first anti-fracking demon-
strators to have been jailed.

The judge who setenced 
them, Robert Altham, has 
family links to the oil and 
gas industry. His sister runs 
a company that has publicly 
supported fracking. 

Kirsty Brimelow QC, who 
represented the defendants, 
said “We are now looking at 
an appeal against conviction 
in the light of information 
received which might give 
the appearance of bias.”

The Judicial Conduct 
Investigations Office has 
launched an investigation.

The release of the three 
was great news in a week 
that saw fracking begin in 
Britain for the first time in 
seven years.

Activists should defend 
their right to protest against 
fracking bosses who push on 
with industries they know con-
tribute to climate catastrophe.

It’s a battle that everyone 
will need to be a part of. So 
it’s welcome that Jeremy 
Corbyn has promised that a 

Labour government would 
ban fracking. 

Earlier this month Corbyn 
visited Marsh Lane—a village 
in Derbyshire where many 
residents are fighting Ineos’s 
plans to explore for shale gas 
at a site nearby.

But he needs to turn words 
into action and mobilise the 
full weight of the Labour Party 
onto the streets and behind 
the fight against the frackers.

And the trade unions—
most of which formally 
oppose fracking—should sup-
port mass campaigns to finish 
this danger off. 

Climate scientists recently 
released stark warnings about 
the reality of climate change. 
Now is the time to act, and 
to broaden the movement for 
the future of the planet.

PROTESTERS AT Preston New Road on Saturday (above)  
Rich Loizou after being freed from prison (left) 

More Tory failures in the wake of Grenfell fire
FIVE TOWER blocks in 
Norwich failed fire safety 
tests last week. 

Cladding on the blocks 
was found to be unsafe, 
despite being in line with 
building regulations. 

Tests initiated by the 
Tories are inadequate. 

And, at national and 
local levels, the Tories are 
dragging their heel over 
urgently needed change.

In North Kensington 
people evacuated from 
Grenfell Tower and the 
nearby estate are still in 
temporary housing.

Kensington and Chelsea 
deputy council leader 

Kim Taylor-Smith tried to 
deflect the blame in an 
interview last week.

He attacked housing 
association Clarion for 
not including enough 
social housing in its plans 
to redevelop the Sutton 
Estate in the south of the 
borough. 

The council has enough 
money to buy homes for 
people displaced by the 
fire. Instead it is forcing 
people to move back to 
the estate where they saw 
their neighbours die—and 
threatening that they 
could lose their council 
tenancies if they don’t.One of the tower blocks in Norwich
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Threat of more strikes defeats 
the lying health bosses in Bolton
Hundreds of striking porters, cleaners and domestics in Bolton show the way to fight off Tory 
attacks on pay, NHS privatisation and outsourcing, argues Tomáš Tengely-Evans
A STRIKE by hundreds of health 
workers in Bolton has forced 
bosses to agree to full NHS pay 
for all staff.

The Unison union members at 
the Royal Bolton Hospital in Greater 
Manchester work as porters,  cleaners 
and other support staff. They had 
been outsourced to a private firm 
owned by their NHS trust.  

Bosses at iFM Bolton Ltd—an 
Integrated Facilities Management 
company—had been refusing to 
give many workers the same pay, 
and terms and conditions as people 
directly employed by the NHS.

All iFM workers will now get the 
three-year NHS pay deal. A 48-hour 
strike at the beginning of this month 
saw over 200 join picket lines out-
side the hospital. 

Management caved in at talks 
last Wednesday before workers 
were set to walk out again.

Unison branch secretary Linda 
Miller told Socialist Worker, in a 
personal capacity, that bosses had 
“picked on the wrong people”. 

“Strikers might be domestics 
and portering staff,” she said. “But 
the trust had to provide cover for 
them. It must have cost them a lot 
of money.”

Workers accepted bosses’ offer at 
mass meetings last week.

Threatens
The win at Bolton is another 
blow to a dangerous new form of 
 privatisation that threatens the NHS 
(see box).

iFM is a wholly-owned subsidi-
arity of the Bolton NHS Foundation 
Trust. It is a privately-registered 
company and its workers are not 
on the NHS pay roll.

The aim of such subsidiaries is 
to undermine workers’ wages and 
terms and conditions. Hospital 
bosses hope that reducing the wage 
bill will make the service more 
attractive for private companies 
down the line.

Often this is done by hiring new 
workers on worse con-

tracts. But at iFM there 
was already a two-

t i e r  work force 
when the com-

pany took over 
the facilities 
management 

contract on  
1 January 
2017.

I t  t o o k 
on porters and 

cleaners, previ-
ously employed 
by private con-
tractor ISS, on 
t h e  n a t i o n a l 

minimum wage of £7.83 an hour. 
And then, a few months later, the 
trust transferred other NHS sup-
port workers on £8.92 an hour to 
iFM.

Bosses lied that they would give 
all workers NHS Agenda for Change 
pay and terms and conditions.

Linda said, “When we signed the 
partnership, management said they 
would do it and then they turned 
round and said the opposite.”

This fuelled workers’ anger—
and made management see they 
couldn’t push them around.

“We’ve had a two-day strike and 
massive support from branches 
around the country,” said Linda.  

The win at the Royal Bolton 
Hospital is another blow to the 
drive to privatise the NHS. And it 
shows the power of workers and 
their unions to fight back.

ON THE picket line in Bolton Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Strikes can beat outsourcing
THE VICTORY at the Royal 
Bolton Hospital follows a 
successful walkout against 
outsourcing in nearby Wigan.

Workers at Wigan, 
Wrightington and Leigh NHS 
Trust stopped bosses’ plans 
to outsource their jobs.

The disputes show 
that strikes aren’t just 
another form of protest, 
but have the power to hit 
bosses where it hurts.

In both Wigan and Bolton 
the unions didn’t just call a 
one-day strike. They went for 
two days straight away—and 

made clear to bosses that they 
were going to escalate if they 
didn’t get what they wanted.

In Wigan the Unison 
and Unite union members 
held two 48-hour strikes—
then escalated to a 
five-day walkout. The 
hospital blinked first. 

Similarly in Bolton, Unison 
called a two-day strike. And it 
announced dates for another 
three-day strike before 
workers had even walked 
out of the door the first 
time. Again the bosses were 
forced to make concessions. 

Scarborough 
health attack 
through STP?
HEALTH WORKERS in Scarborough 
are furious that bosses are keeping 
them in the dark about plans that 
could see hospital services axed.

A Unison union member at 
Scarborough hospital told Socialist 
Worker, “Our local health service is 
under threat.

“The way management are 
treating us and the contradictory 
statements they’re putting out to 
the press shows their absolute 
contempt.”

Under the guise of improving 
patient care, the Tories want to 
slash £22 billion from the NHS 
across England by 2020-21 by a 
series of “re-organisations” called 
Sustainability and Transformation 
Plans (STP).

Scarborough falls under the 
Humber Coast and Vale STP which 
calls for £420 million in “savings”.

The package could include 
downgrading the accident and 
emergency unit.

Similar proposals have all 
happened under other STP plans.

Travel
“People will die if it goes ahead,” 
warned the Unison member. 
“People who are seriously ill will 
have another hour and a half to 
travel to hospital.”

Bosses have said the review is 
at an early stage and that “there 
will be opportunities for staff and 
the public to get involved”.

This wasn’t the case at a series 
of staff meetings in the hospital 
last Thursday.

The Unison member said, 
“Someone said that there was 
a staff briefing that had been 
announced at the busiest time of 
the day.

“They said all the staff were 
invited, but they chose a venue 
for only around 100 people. And 
then they said they weren’t taking 
minutes.

“One person showed up and 
said they were representing a 
department of 400 people. They 
were still told there was no room.”

Bosses’ contempt shows the 
need for a mass fightback—which 
the unions and local campaigners 
support—to force them to back 
track on any plans to slash 
services.
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Thousands 
of migrants 
march on 
US border
They’re defying racist immigration 
laws to escape a life of poverty and 
violence, says Alistair Farrow

AS MANY as 8,000 migrants 
f rom Honduras  in  Centra l 
America are marching on the US 
border. 

They have already crossed two 
borders and are defying Donald 
Trump’s threat to forcibly deny 
them entry to the US. 

The migrant caravan arrived at 
the border between Guatemala and 
Mexico last Friday. At first authorities 
only allowed a slow trickle of people 
through. In response, migrants tore 
aside fences and other obstacles. 

Mexican police attacked, with 
some 400 cops using tear gas on 
those trying to force their way 
through. 

After people were pushed back, 
they held a meeting and thousands 
decided to use rafts to cross the 
Suchiate river to get into Mexico. 

Some remained camped on a 
bridge, demanding to be let in. 

“We are going to stay together, 
we won’t be broken,” said Edwin 
Rosas from Honduras. “We will 
keep going all the way.”

Now the march continues 
through Mexico to the US border—
a journey of over 1,000 miles. 

Ordinary people have responded 
magnificently—in contrast to the 
attacks from the Mexican state and 
the threats from the US. 

They set up donation points with 
clothing and food for the migrants 
after the caravan reached Mexico.

The mainly Honduran migrants 
are fleeing violence and poverty 
which US foreign policy is largely 
responsible for. 

Installed
In 2009 the US-backed a coup in the 
country—carried out with Barack 
Obama’s knowledge—and installed 
a vicious regime that pushed 
through free market reforms. 

Now 66 percent of Hondurans 
live in poverty. The murder rate 
stood at almost 64 people for every 
100,000 in 2015—among the high-
est in the world.

“There is no work back home,” 
said William from Honduras. “No 
future.”

Fraudulent presidential elections 
in Honduras in 2017 were met with 
protests.

A u t h o r i t i e s  k i l l e d  3 0  
protesters and arrested a further 
1,000 people.

No one should have to live in fear 
for their life. 

That is what Trump is threaten-
ing. He tweeted, “Full efforts are 
being made to stop the onslaught 
of illegal aliens from crossing our 
Southern Border. 

“People have to apply for asylum 
in Mexico first, and if they fail to 
do that, the US will turn them 
away.”

He even accused the US 
Democratic Party of organising 
or funding the caravan. Actually, 
the Democratic leadership has 
 distanced itself from the plight of 
the migrants.

Trump is using the issue to 
appeal to his racist base ahead of 
the midterm elections to Congress 
next month.

Immigration is the most impor-
tant issue for 25 percent of 
Republican voters. 

Yet it falls to 15 percent for the 
rest of the US population, according 
to a Kaiser Foundation poll.

The caravan’s journey to the US 
border is long and dangerous.

International solidarity is impor-
tant if the migrants are to force their 
way through the border.

BACK STORY
Thousands of migrants are 
marching to the border between 
US and Mexico
lThey’re travelling from 
Honduras, where many live in 
poverty
lTrump has threatened to leave 
them stranded in Mexico
lAnd border officials and police 
have been making their journey 
harder
lBut ordinary people have 
helped with donations of food 
and clothes 

Refugees storm Spanish border fence 
by CHARLIE KIMBER

ONE AFRICAN migrant died and 
three others were injured when 
around 300 stormed the border 
fence separating Spanish enclave 
Melilla from Morocco in north 
Africa on Sunday.

About 200 migrants managed 
to scale the seven-metre high 
metal barrier.

The border is protected by two 
fences toped with barbed wire.

They were taken to a 
reception centre where officials 
started the process of identifying 
them. The man died of a 
suspected cardiac arrest.

More than 6,000 migrants 
have made it to Melilla and 

Spain’s nearby territory Ceuta so 
far this year, according to the UN 
refugee agency UNHCR. 

More than 40,000 have 
arrived by sea on Spain’s 
southern coast since January. 

The routes have changed as 
Italy clamped down on rescue 
ships trying to dock at its ports.

But although the Labour-
type Spanish government 
has not followed the Italian 
government’s lead, it is expelling 
migrants. 

Last Saturday Spain returned 
24 migrants to Morocco who 
reached the Chafarinas islands, 
another Spanish territory off the 
North African coast.

The fate of thousands of 
others is unclear.

Resisting Brazil’s Bolsonaro
TENS OF thousands 
of people in Brazil 
protested against the 
far right presidential 
candidate Jair 
Bolsonaro last 
weekend. The 
demonstrations 
came ahead of the 
second round of the 
presidential election.

Bolsonaro was 
polling at almost 60 
percent on Monday. 

In the last week he 
has pledged to use 

the armed forces to 
patrol the streets.

“If Congress grants 
permission, I would 
put armed forces in 
the streets,” he said, 
saying the country 
was “at war”.

He has promised 
to deport or jail 
left wingers and 
has branded some 
left wing groups as 
terrorist organisations.

“These red outlaws 
will be banished from 

our homeland. It will 
be a cleanup the likes 
of which has never 
been seen in Brazilian 
history,” he told a rally.

Some 50,000 
people took to the 
streets against 
Bolsonaro in Sao 
Paulo on Saturday. 

The city is one of 
Bolsonaro’s support 
bases. Protests 
happened in over 
50 cities over the 
weekend.

RUSHING THROUGH the border between Guatemala and Mexico 

FIGURE IT OUT
 60  percent—Bolsonaro’s 

ratings at the top of 
the polls at the start of 
the week

 18  percentage points—
the amount Bolsonaro 
was ahead of his 
nearest rival Fernando 
Haddad of the 
Workers’ Party 

 35  percent of Brazilians 
say they would never 
vote for Bolsonaro. 
But Haddad’s rejection 
rate is 47 percent

Migrants scaling the fence in Melilla
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Don’t allow anti-Zionism to be silenced
AFTER MUCH wrangling, 
Labour left factions 
agreed a joint slate of 
candidates to stand for 
Labour’s National 
Constitutional Committee. 

One disagreement was 
whether Momentum 
founder Jon Lansman 
would back Stephen 
Marks, a member of 
Jewish Voice for Labour 
(JVL). Marks eventually 
stayed on the slate.

JVL has defended 
Labour members’ right to 
criticise the racist nature 
of the Israeli state. But 
Lansman has led calls to 
give in to the right’s 

campaign to severely 
restrict criticism of Israel.

Now the Jewish 
Chronicle reports that 
Lansman dislikes JVL’s 
very existence because “to 
actually argue about 
Zionism itself is only 

going to exacerbate the 
problem.”

He also believes that 
“there needs to be an 
acceptance of Israel’s 
right to exist, alongside a 
Palestinian state”. This 
means the Labour left 
wouldn’t be allowed to 
argue for a single state for 
Jews and Arabs together.

Lansman thinks that 
giving into the right will 
make them lay off. 

His own actions show 
that giving in only helps 
to silence legitimate 
debate on Palestine.

Jenny Porter
Carlisle

9

Blinkered 
Blairites
THE BLAIRITES got 
teary-eyed at pictures of 
Tony Blair and Gordon 
Brown together last week.

Between them 
they lost hundreds of 
thousands of Labour 
members and millions of 
votes. But the Blairites 
still think they can “save” 
Labour.

Jason Cunningham
Stratford-upon-Avon

Corbyn’s no 
communist
CHANCELLOR Philip 
Hammond described 
Labour’s election 
promises as a “Marxist 
manifesto” last week.

If only!
Deborah Whittaker

Northallerton

Great news 
from Germany
IT WAS blooming 
brilliant to see your 
report of the huge march 
against the far right 
in Germany. (Socialist 
Worker, 17 October). 
Solidarity!

Maureen Topley
On Facebook

Tories aim to 
hurt the poor
YOUR FEATURE on the 
effect of Universal Credit 
was shocking. (Socialist 
Worker, 17 October.)

For the Tories it’s a 
good day at the office 
if their policies lead to 
starvation and suicide of 
poor and disabled people. 

Cahit Cetinkaya 
On Facebook

Deportation 
risks lives
IT’S OUTRAGEOUS that 
the Tories would risk a 
man’s life to push him 
through deportation 
(Socialist Worker, 17 
October). Time to shut 
down the immigration 
detention centres.

Hannah Biss
On Twitter

DLFA is not 
working class
EXCELLENT STUFF in 
your last issue on why 
it’s wrong to see the 
DFLA as “authentic” 
working class (Socialist 
Worker, 17 October).

At last some decent 
class analysis of the 
DLFA.

David Webber
On Twitter

Blinkered 

Just a 
thought...

Momentum’s Jon Lansman

Court win 
for union
MY UNION, the civil service 
workers’ union PCS, won a 
victory last week against 
the Tories’ attempts to 
destroy us.

In 2015 the Department 
for Work and Pensions 
ended the “check-off” 
system of deducting trade 
union subscriptions directly 
from employees’ wages. 

This was a nasty political 
attempt to destroy PCS, as 
these subscriptions made up 
90 percent of our income.

Members, reps and PCS 
staff worked tirelessly to 
get members signed up to 
pay their union dues by 
direct debit.

Now the High Court, has 
ruled that the withdrawal 
of check-off was illegal. 

The government has to 
pay the union £3 million 
plus our legal costs in 
settlement. 

We must now build 
workplace organisation so 
that next time we have a 
strike ballot, we can smash 
through the 50 percent 
turnout threshold.

Steve West
PCS DWP group executive 

committee  (personal capacity)

Royal Mail 
shares fix
THE AVERAGE Royal Mail 
share price was 
£5.40-£5.80 for years. 

But the very day before 
the workers’ shares could 
be sold tax-free, the price 
dropped to £3.60.

As workers were losing 
out, Royal Mail’s new 
supremo Rico Back was 
welcomed as chief 
executive officer with a 
payment of £6 million.

Nigel Coward
West London

European Union wants 
to keep wages down
THE SPANISH government 
wants to raise the minimum 
wage but the “worker-
friendly” European Union 
(EU) doesn’t like it one bit. 

The government 
proposes an unprecedented 
22 percent rise in the 
minimum wage. 

In addition it wants to 
raise pensions, increase 
paternity leave, spend more 
on unemployment and 
disability benefits and 
invest more in housing and 
education.

But according to Spanish 
newspaper El Pais a 

high-ranking EU official has 
said the measures are not 
something a “responsible 
government” would do.

This is nothing new. 
A couple of years ago an 

EU document praised the 
government for keeping a 
lid on wage rises while 
trying to end collective 
bargaining.

It’s hard to reconcile the 
Labour left’s obsession with 
remaining in the EU with 
the EU’s actions in the 
Spanish state.

Bernie Wilcox
Manchester

Weak Tories can be beaten 
if we unite to scrap cruel UC
NEWS THAT the government is 
further delaying the rollout of 
Universal Credit (UC) has been 
welcomed by people who 
campaign against it. 

We do not want to see hundreds 
of thousands of people left in 
confusion and despair by the UC 
regime. 

The little income they have to 
survive on can suddenly stop 
and they have no support to 
challenge it. 

Years of cuts to frontline 
services mean that many disabled 
people simply don’t have support 
to meet their basic day to day 
needs. Let alone read mail, fill in 
forms or go online. The 
government has spent billions of 

pounds on UC. Now it has 
belatedly realised the total 
nightmare that “managed 
migration” was about to create. 

This is the process of all benefit 
claimants having to re-apply to go 
onto UC to continue receiving their 
money.

But let’s be clear. The reason the 
government has announced this 
delay isn’t because the Tories care. 

It’s because the Tories are so 
weak they want to avoid any 
potentially divisive issue. 

Also, simply to pause the rollout 
of UC is not the answer.

As research published last week 
by Inclusion London and the 
University of Essex shows, the use 
of sanctions to “incentivise” a 

work ethic among claimants is not 
just cruel.  It is also counter-
productive. 

The research was based on 
testimonies by disabled people on 
the Employment and Support 
Allowance. 

It found that people deemed 
well enough to carry out 
work-related activities and to 
search for jobs often felt sanctions 
undermined their confidence and 
made mental health difficulties 
worse.

Universal Credit must be 
stopped now. It should be 
scrapped and we need to be united 
in accepting nothing less.

Ellen Clifford
South London



 TOGETHER
 WE CAN TAKE
 ON  RACISTS
 & THE RIGHT
As forces of reaction grow across the world and right wing 
governments ramp up Islamophobia and scapegoating, the 
1,400-strong Stand Up To Racism conference last week 
was a welcome relief—and a chance to set priorities for the 
year ahead. Socialist Worker reports

A
NTI-RACISTS from 
across Europe vowed 
to step up the fight 
against the far right 
and racism at the 
Stand Up To Racism 

(SUTR) international conference in 
central London last Saturday. 

It brought together activists from 
across Europe, the US and Latin 
America. Around 1,400 people 
attended meetings and workshops 
throughout the day.

Themes included defeating the far 
right, building solidarity with refu-
gees and defending migrants’ rights. 
And there were some debates about 
the best way to take on the fascists 
and the myth that Muslim “culture” is 
behind sexual abuse (see box).

Yet among the discussions, speak-
ers stressed the need for unity in 
action to take on the the threat of 
fascism and racism.

Labour shadow home secretary 
Diane Abbott threw her support behind 
SUTR’s mobilisations against the far 
right. “We don’t need to reinvent the 
wheel, we don’t need a new organisa-
tion,” she said. “We need unity.”

The conference came against the 
backdrop of mainstream politicians 
ramping up racism against Muslims, 
migrants and refugees. Alarmingly this 
state-sponsored racism is fuelling the 
rapid growth of fascist and racist forces 
at the ballot box and on the streets. 

Petros Constantinou from Greek 
anti-racist organisation Keerfa told 
the conference the movement had to 
take on both threats. “The fascists are 
not unstoppable,” he said. “We have a 
movement that is powerful.

“We cannot stop them by giving 
in to racism, because that’s the 
ground on which they grow.” 

Cornelia Kerth from the Union of 
the Persecutees of the Nazi Regime/
Federation of Anti-fascists in Germany 
was part of a panel on responding to 
the international far right.

She talked about how mainstream 
politicians laid the ground for the 
far right AfD party’s breakthrough 
in the Bavarian regional elections 
recently. “The CSU party in Bavaria 
tried to copy the propaganda of the 
right wing AfD,” she said.

Kerth said this means there needs 
to be several responses. “One is con-
fronting the AfD whenever they 
appear in public, but we also encour-
age people to confront racism every 
day in every place,” she explained.

“It’s a mass movement to reach 
people who ask, how can I intervene 
against racism every day.”

The far right hasn’t just mobilised 
large numbers on the streets and 
achieved electoral breakthroughs—
in some countries it is in government. 

Austria is ruled by a Tory/Nazi 
coalition government—with the fas-
cist FPO party in charge of key minis-
tries.  And in Hungary prime minister 
Viktor Orban’s racist Fidesz party has 
lurched further to the right to outdo 
the fascist Jobbik.

Orban’s increasingly authori-
tarian government openly pushes 
antisemitic conspiracy theories about 
US banker George Soros.

Sandor Szoke, a Roma civil rights 
campaigner from Hungary, described 
the difficulties of organising under 
Orban. “We don’t have free and fair 
elections any more,” he explained. 
“We don’t have free media. 

He added, “One thing we need is 
international help and international 
light on what’s happening in Hungary.” 
The far right’s international rise is 

alarming, but their victory is not inev-
itable if we build a movement. 

Kerth talked about how Aufstehen 
Gegen Rassismus (Stand Up Against 
Racism) alongside other organisations 
had opposed the AfD.

“One day before the Bavarian elec-
tion, we had 250,000 people out in 
Berlin and no one had expected that,” 
she said to loud applause. “Whenever 
the AfD hold a congress, there are 
demonstrations.”

Scapegoating of Muslims is both 
the sharp end of state-sponsored 
racism and one of the main mobilising 
focuses for the far right. Debates about 
how to respond were reflected at a 
200-strong workshop on Islamophobia 
where there was standing room only. 

A French Muslim woman spoke 
brilliantly from the floor. To huge 
applause, she said, “I’m a feminist but 
in France many other feminists think 
their job is to liberate me. 

“I say to them, ‘Thank you, but I’m 
going to liberate myself’.”

A debate opened up when a woman 

from the floor described herself as a 
former officer with the British state’s 
Prevent strategy. 

She said she couldn’t understand 
the panel speakers’ hostility to the 
“anti-terror strategy” and said that 
she had “saved” a Muslim family 
planning to travel to the Middle East.

A young Yemeni woman chal-
lenged her immediately.

Islamophobia is the glue that binds 
together the resurgent British far 
right around Nazi Tommy Robinson. 

His supporters mobilised 15,000 
thugs on Whitehall in June—the big-
gest outdoor mobilisation organised 
by fascists in Britain.

Another debate came at the work-
shop on how to build a movement 
against this threat.

Liane Groves from the Unite union  
pledged the union’s support for mobi-
lisations against the far right. 

But she said it wouldn’t “reso-
nate with people in ordinary work-
places” to just talk about fighting fas-
cism. So she argued that reps could, 

‘Free Tommy’ thugs on the rampage Delegates from Germany discussed building against the growing far right AfD party

The far right’s 
international rise 
is alarming but 
their victory is not 
inevitable

‘‘ 
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Voices from conference
THE STAND Up To Racism 
international conference brought 
together people from across 
Britain. It included many new to 
politics—as well as long-standing 
anti-racist activists from local 
groups.

The makeup reflected that 
SUTR is a broad-based united 
front. It brings together activists 
from the Socialist Workers Party, 
the Scottish National Party, 
Plaid Cymru, the Green Party, 
the Labour Party, the trade 
union movement and those of no 
political affiliation. 

Muna from Birmingham told 
Socialist Worker, “I came from 
Yemen and lived in Sweden for six 
years and it became obvious that 
racism is getting worse in Europe.

“Everyone should be part of 
stuff like this.”

A growing number of people 
are horrified about rising levels 
of racism within society—and 
SUTR provides an opportunity to 
do something about it. Nasir, a 
Plaid Cymru member from Cardiff, 
told Socialist Worker, “Racism is 
something that affects us all.

“It has also affected my 
daughter. She was walking 
home wearing a head scarf and 
someone shouted at her that 
she’s a jihadi.

“That really brought it home.”
He added that he came to 

SUTR conference because, “It’s 
time to take action—it won’t go 
away without that.”

Shadow home 
secretary 
Diane Abbott

Tottenham 
Labour MP 
David Lammy

Ismahane 
Chouder from 
International 
Forum against 
Islamophobia 
and for Civil 
Rights

Muna,
Birmingham

Weyman 
Bennett, 
co-convenor 
of Stand Up 
To Racism

Nasir,
Cardiff

The student session at the Stand Up To Racism conference
discussed ways to fight the right on campus and how to

mobilise large numbers for the forthcoming national demo
 PICTURE: JO HOLLAND

for instance, point to Labour’s coun-
cil house building plans as a way to 
undercut the far right’s focus on mili-
tary veterans being homeless.

The Tories use racism to divide 
working class people as they push 
through austerity.

But Candy Udwin, a PCS union 
member, argued that focusing on aus-
terity alone wasn’t enough to take on 
racism. “We have to show there is an 
alternative to austerity,” she said. “But 
we also have to learn the lesson that 
you have to call a spade a spade. 

“We have to take on racism, even 
if it comes from among our own 
members.” 

Alongside political differences, 
people were committed to working 
together to build a mass movement 
against fascism and racism. 

At the closing rally Labour shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell invoked 
the Spanish Civil War slogan “No 
Pasaran”—they shall not pass. 

“Today is about us recognising the 
scale of the threat and what we need 
to do about it,” he said.

“We needs peaceful, non-violent 
direct action to ensure ‘No Pasaran’ 
for the far right.”

SUTR co-convenor Weyman 
Bennett closed the conference by call-
ing for people to join the national 
demonstration against racism and 
fascism on Saturday 17 November. 
It is a key opportunity to give con-
fidence to our side to take on the 
fascists and the state-sponsored 
racism that fuels them.

“I am for defeating the fascists by 
any means necessary,” he said. 

“We have got the seeds of a mass 
movement and we need an interna-
tional movement because we face an 
international threat.”

‘We are seeing the sexualisation 
of racism—and this is not new’
TORY HOME secretary Sajid Javid 
has used the horrific child sexual 
abuse in Huddersfield to push 
racism against Muslims.

He tweeted about “sick Asian 
paedophiles” after a group of 
men were found guilty of sexually 
abusing girls as young as 11 in the 
West Yorkshire town. They were 
jailed on 120 offences against 15 
girls on Friday of last week.

Javid promised that “there will 
be no no-go areas”—signalling 
support for racist profiling.

At the SUTR conference Labour 
MP David Lammy began his 
speech by attacking Javid. “It is 
unjust to reprimand an entire 
community for the evils of a few,” 
he said, arguing that paedophilia 
“has no culture—and the home 
secretary knows that.

“He is pandering to the far right 
in this country.”

Questions and arguments over 
the abuse scandals repeatedly 
came up in workshops at the 
SUTR conference. Some people 
were unsure about how to take 
on the right’s racist slurs about 
Muslim and Asian “culture” 
leading to abuse.

Some speakers said we should 
take on the far right’s argument 

by pointing out child sexual abuse 
by other institutions such as 
the Catholic Church. Or that the 
left had to take up the issue of 
paedophilia in order to undercut 
the right.

Socialist Worker has been at 
the forefront of reporting on the 
sexual abuse scandals where cops 
and authorities have failed victims.

But simply pointing out a range 
of abuse scandals can dodge 
taking on the racists’ argument. 

Lindsey German from the Stop 
the War coalition said, “We are 
seeing a sexualisation of racism 

and again this isn’t new. Jews 
were accused of being sexually 
predatory, black people have 
always been accused of being 
sexually predatory. It is a racist 
trope used against minorities in 
order to try and whip up racism 
against them.”

She pointed out that “90 
percent of abusers on the sex 
offenders’ register are white”. 

“This is not a cultural or Asian 
thing,” German added. “If you 
look at where most abuse comes 
from it’s from within the family 
and home”.

Newcastle anti-racists take their message to the streets earlier this year
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRISTOL
Going beyond the binary 
—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Wed 31 Oct, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
LONDON: HARINGEY
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
What is fascism and 
how do we fight it?
Wed 31 Oct, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
The Paris Commune 1871— 
when workers ran the city
Thu 1 Nov, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St, S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM
Why does capitalism 
love plastic?
Wed 31 Oct, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Chile 1973—a warning 
from history
Wed 31 Oct, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Brazil and the rise 
of the right
Thu 1 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Political correctness—
friend or foe?
Wed 31 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
The politics of Malcolm X
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
#Me Too—where does 
sexism come from?
Thu 1 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,S40 1QN

DUNDEE
How do we end austerity?
Wed 31 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
What does the working 
class look like today?
Wed 31 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL

GLASGOW
Should we support a 
‘People’s Vote’?
Thu 1 Nov, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City, G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
Why the US lost the 
Vietnam War
Wed 31 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade, HD1 5JP

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
#MeToo—sexism 
and the system
Thu 1 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane, LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Rosa Parks and the struggle 
for Civil Rights in the US
Thu 1 Nov, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq,LS3 1AD

LIVERPOOL
#MeToo—sexism 
and the system
Wed 7 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT
LONDON: HACKNEY
Germany 1918—the 
roots of the revolution
Thu 1 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd 
(corner Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Capitalism vs the climate 
Wed 31 Oct, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Should we support a 
‘People’s Vote’? 
Thu 1 Nov, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
What the frack? Capitalism 
vs the climate
Wed 31 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH
LONDON: NEWHAM
Aretha Franklin—preaching 
the gospel of liberation
Wed 31 Oct, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Fashion and capitalism—
what will we wear to 
the revolution?
Wed 31 Oct, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd  
(near Effra Rd, facing 
Windrush Square),
Brixton,
SW2 1EP
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Where next for the US 
resistance to Trump? 
Wed 31 Oct, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
LONDON: WEST
#MeToo—sexism 
and the system
Thu 1 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Will a robot take your job? 
Marxism and automation
Wed 31 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

NORWICH
Why does capitalism 
love plastic?
Thu 1 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Capitalism vs the climate
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
PLYMOUTH
Germany 1918-23—why 
is the lost revolution 
relevant today?
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
From McDonald’s to 
Deliveroo—what does the 
working class look like?
Wed 31 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Germany 1918-23 —
the lost revolution
Thu 1 Nov, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SWANSEA
Aneurin Bevan and 
the struggle for the 
NHS—then and now
Thu 1 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Brexit, the Tory crisis 
and the ‘People’s Vote’
Wed 31 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
YORK
How we live and how we 
might live—the art  and 
politics of William Morris
Wed 31 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Wed 14 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

NEWCASTLE
Thu 1 Nov, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

OXFORD
Wed 31 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH

Peterloo 1819 
Fighting for freedom 
then and now

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories 
that matter: socialistworker.co.uk

Download Whatsapp to 
your phone
Save 07494 519595 as 
Socialist Worker WhatsApp
Send ‘start’ to the number 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and get the latest 
news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go to  
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ
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 Peterloo puts workers’ lives 
and struggles centre stage 
Mike Leigh’s film sticks up two fingers at Victorian period dramas, but also has 
a message that is wholly relevant to our battles today, writes Mark Krantz
WATCHING MIKE Leigh’s new film 
Peterloo makes you feel like you 
were actually there on the very 
day the massacre took place in 
St Peters Fields, Manchester in 
1819. 

Peterloo is not a documentary film, 
although it is well researched and 
historically accurate. The major his-
torical figures are all portrayed, but 
it is working class people who are at 
the centre of this picture.

This film is not about kings and 
queens making history. But it does 
show in vivid colour the cruelty of the 
ruling aristocracy, the brutality of the 
police chief, and the callousness of 
the ruling elite. 

In Peterloo, Leigh has made a film 
where workers’ lives and their collective 
struggles are centre stage. 

We see the working class talking 
and arguing over what is to be done 
about poverty and exploitation. 

We see our class collectively strug-
gling to have its voices heard.

Radical
In 1819 60,000 workers marched 
to see the radical reformer Henry 
“Orator” Hunt speak at a mass 
meeting.

Leigh breathes life into Hunt, a 
gentleman farmer who embraced 
the cause of reform. He was a bril-
liant, popular speaker—but also 
an unashamed self-promoter, and 
egocentric.

Oratory is not restricted to Hunt. 
Workers are shown making passionate 
speeches. 

We hear the weaver Sam Bamford. 
But also three spinners John 
Johnson, John Bagguley, and Samuel 
Drummond. These angry working 
class men are shown speaking to 
mass meetings with passion, energy 
and commitment. 

The leading female reformer at 
Peterloo was Mary Fildes who led the 
Manchester Female Reform Society. 

Rather than cast actor Maxine 
Peake to play the “leading lady”, she 
plays the “ordinary” Nellie Ogden. 

Leigh makes Nellie a pivotal 
character. 

She is not a reformer and believes 
that there is “too much talk and not 
enough action”. 

But by following the story of Nellie 
and the Ogden family we are taken 
on a journey to St Peter’s Fields.

This  makes i t  possible to 

understand the final scene that 
depicts the massacre. 

There are no overhead shots. The 
filming is up close and personal. 

Leigh made an “ensemble film” 
where actors collaborate to develop 
together their characters, their stories 
and histories. This brings an energy, 
intensity, and realism to the film.

Leigh went to Salford grammar 
school but said, “We never learned 
anything about what happened. 
St Peter’s Fields is a ten minute walk 
from our school.” 

After finding out about the whole 

history of the events Leigh says he 
was inspired to make the film. “I 
wanted to give two fingers to period 
movies,” said Leigh at the Manchester 
premiere last week. 

He has done more than that. Leigh 
has made a film about the past that 
resonates and is very relevant to the 
world we live in today.

Peterloo opens in cinemas across 
Britain on 2 November. Mark Krantz 
is the author of Rise Like Lions, a 
pamphlet on the Peterloo massacre. 
Available from bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk or phone 020 7637 1848

HENRY ‘ORATOR’ Hunt inspires the crowd                                                                        PICTURE: AMAZON STUDIOS

MUSIC
BROKEN POLITICS
Neneh Cherry
Available to download and buy 
on CD and vinyl

NENEH CHERRY continues 
to defy categorisation with 
her latest album, Broken 
Politics.

Produced by Four Tet, 
and featuring the likes of 
3D from Massive Attack 
on the moving track Kong, 
this is a strong piece of 
work. 

Cherry takes aim at 
gun violence and other 

issues. And her voice is as 
distinctive and urgent as it 
has ever been. 

It’s a shame it doesn’t 
feature more often on the 
record. 

PERFORMANCE
COURAGE EVERYWHERE
National Theatre, 
London SE1 9PX
Go to bit.ly/Cevery

TO MARK the 100th 
anniversary of some 
women in Britain gaining 
the right to vote, the 
National Theatre is hosting 
a series of rehearsed 
readings, talks and 
screenings.

Neneh Cherry 

Chasing dreams in a society that produces nightmares 
THEATRE
DEATH OF A SALESMAN
Royal Exchange Theatre, 
St Ann’s Square, Manchester 
until 18 November. 
For tickets and more 
information, go to 
royalexchange.co.uk

DEATH OF a Salesman by 
Arthur Miller has always 
been a very popular play.
This new production in 
Manchester focuses on 
the idea of “the American 
dream”. 

The play is centred 

on the hard-working 
salesman Willy Loman, 
who has always dreamed 
of making it big. 

He believes that if 
he works hard, is “well 
liked”, and finds “the 
secret”, then he will be 
the salesman he wants 
to be. 

Further, he will be a 
good role model for his 
sons and set them off on 
the right path.

Played out on a circular 
stage, the audience gets 
the sense that Willy feels 
surrounded by others. 

As conflicts develop on 
stage, the world slowly 
closes in on him. 

This only serves to 
make him clutch onto his 
aspirations ever more 
tightly, to the extent 
that he refuses to even 
acknowledge anything 
that contradicts them. 

There are many 
flashbacks, and Willy 
always seems to have 
exactly the same problem.

He is envious of the 
lives of others who are 
more successful and 
believes they have simply 

found an elusive secret he 
hasn’t.

These will be familiar 
feelings to people of all 
ages, as even children are 
pitted against one another.

As it becomes clearer 
that his dream is merely a 
fantasy, Willy desperately 
searches for a way to 
make his mark on the 
world.

He realises that the 
system has failed him and 
remarks that “you end 
up worth more dead than 
alive”.
Conor CooleyDon Warrington as Willy Loman

BOOKMARKS
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O
NE story of 
t h e  1 9 6 8 
M e x i c o 
Olympics is 
well known. 
US sprinters 

John Carlos and Tommie 
Smith raised their fists in 
the Black Power salute—an 
iconic symbol of defiance.

A less well-known story is 
the massacre that took place 
in Mexico City two weeks 
earlier. 

A movement that had 
swept universities in the 
summer of 1968 came 
to a head on 2 October. 
Thousands marched on the 
capital. The army mobilised 
too, took up position and 
then opened fire.

The result was “hun-
dreds of deaths, thousands 
of wounded, and hundreds 
of political prisoners,” said 
former student leader Felix 
Hernandez.

Up to 400 people were 
killed.

One witness recalled, 
“there was blood on the walls 
of the buildings, that the ele-
vators were perforated with 
machine-gun bullets, that the 
glass windows of the shops 
were destroyed, that tanks 
were inside the plaza, that 
there was blood on the stair-
cases of the buildings, that they 
could hear people  shouting, 
moaning, and crying.”

The government of Gustavo 
Diaz Ordaz had spent some 
£115 million in preparation for 
the summer Games in the city.

Although it had plenty of 
money for this pet project, mil-
lions of Mexicans still lived in 
dire poverty. And they were cut 
out from any semblance of dem-
ocratic control by the one-party 
system set up by the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party.

Movements
The summer of 1968 saw a huge 
student movement in response 
to increased state repression 
on university campuses. The 
National Strike Council was the 
movement’s organising body, 
with delegates from 70 universi-
ties and schools across Mexico.

After police attacked a 
school, beating students and 
teachers, the movement began 
mobilising larger numbers. 

Around 50,000 demonstrated 
at the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico. Police 
eventually took over the uni-
versity, which in turn led more 
students to join the movement.

Students and their support-
ers planned a demonstration 
to demand freedom for politi-
cal prisoners, an end to repres-
sive laws and the withdrawal of 
cops from universities.

The government did not 
want the student movement to 
grow or to make further, deeper 
links with the working class. 
Nor was it prepared to look 
foolish in front of the world’s 
television cameras, which were 
soon to arrive for the Games.

It planned meticulously for 
the 2 October protest,  deploying 
at least 5,000 troops. Some 

4,000 people marched in the 
Tlatelolco area of Mexico City. 
The army opened fire with live 
ammunition as the demonstra-
tion passed through the Plaza 
de las Tres Culturas.

They had chosen the square 
carefully—it was a bottleneck 
and difficult to escape from.

By the time they stopped 
firing, according to some esti-
mates, as many as 400 people 
were dead. Thousands more 
were injured.

Immediately after the attack, 

government sources blamed the 
death on students who, they 
said, were shooting to provoke 
the army into a response. 

The same misinformation 
was reported at the time by The 
Times newspaper’s correspond-
ent in Mexico City.

But 50 years on from the 
event, Jaime Rochin, head of 
the government’s Executive 
Commission for Attention to 
Victims, said this was a lie. 

The Ordaz administration 
had ordered the use of “snipers 

who fired to create chaos, terror 
and an official narrative to 
 criminalise the protest,” he said.

The massacre represents “an 
historical chapter in which the 
Mexican state showed its most 
authoritarian face by silencing 
the voices of the citizen’s move-
ment,” he added.

It was the first time a govern-
ment official has admitted the 
army’s role in the massacre. 

Over 1,000 people were 
arrested after the march. Some 
of the student leaders were 
detained for two years. Prison 
guards encouraged other 
inmates to beat them with 
pipes and bats after they held a 
six-week hunger strike.

Transformation
To understand what drove the 
student revolt, you have to 
grasp the huge changes that 
had shaken Mexican society.

Between 1940 and 2000 the 
country underwent a  dramatic 
transformation— mil l ions 
flocked to urban centres to 
find work. This led to the rapid 
enlargement of the  working 
class, which now included 
many who had recently been 
peasants.

The new workers were fre-
quently enraged by their con-
ditions and the way they were 
exploited. They were volatile 
and often seemed close to 

exploding with anger.
This period also saw a huge 

growth in the student popula-
tion—in 1970 there were 49 per-
cent more students than there 
had been in 1964. 

This was part of the con-
text for a revolt that seemed to 
come out of a period of relative 
social peace.

Another vital element was 
the global uprising of students 
and workers in 1968.

In Vietnam a peasant army 
was fighting US imperialism and 
winning some victories. In the 
US itself a huge anti-war move-
ment and the Civil Rights and 
Black Power movements were 
shaking the state.

In France millions struck and 
showed workers’ power could 
bring society grinding to a halt.

Student movements were 
key to sparking bigger revolts 
among workers the world over 
and students in Mexico were 
inspired.

Though the student move-
ment ultimately went down 
to defeat, their resistance was 
soon to find an echo beyond 
their ranks.

“A new labour militancy 
emerged, guerrilla fighters 
appeared, and the govern-
ment, aided by US imperial-
ism, carried out its ‘dirty war’ of 
the 1970s,” noted the Marxist 
writer James D Cockcroft.

Tragically, the student move-
ment had been dealt a hammer 
blow just as it was beginning 
to make links with the working 
class and the peasantry.

“We now have the petrol 
workers, the telephonists, 
and the electricity workers’ 
unions supporting us,” a stu-
dent leader had told a journal-
ist on the day of the massacre.
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MASSACRE
 AT MEXICO
 OLYMPICS
Fifty years ago this month the Mexican state, fearing bad 
publicity for its forthcoming Olympics, launched a brutal 
crackdown on protesting students. The result was carnage 
but not the end of resistance, writes Alistair Farrow 

Student 
movements 
were sparking 
revolts among 
workers

‘‘ 
Protesting against the
massacre
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Although one-party rule lasted 
until 1988, the events of 1968 
marked the start of a process 
that would see the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party’s iron grip 
on the state begin to loosen.

The legacy of the massacre 
lives on today. Every year on 
the anniversary thousands of 
students travel to Mexico City 
to commemorate those who 
were killed in 1968.

In 2014 a group of student 
teachers began their journey to 
attend the protest. Some 43 of 
them simply disappeared.

The government presented a 
flimsy narrative, suggesting the 
students had been caught up in 
a drug cartel exchange.

It downplayed the  suggestion  
that the army was involved.

Now, newly elected presi-
dent Manuel Lopez Obrador 
has promised a full investiga-
tion into the disappearances. 
Despite this, the government 
continues to block a commis-
sion to investigate what hap-
pened to the group of 43.

No one has been charged for 
the killings of 1968, nor for the 
disappearances of 2014. 

Each outrage is a reminder 
of the need for fundamental 
change to prevent yet more 
repeats of the crimes of the 
powerful.

Cops and soliders 
waded into the 
student demo 
with their clubs 
to finish the job 
of the snipers 
(top) Emiliano 
Zapatista, 
peasant leader 
of the Mexican 
Revolution (above)

Rulers tried to pacify the poor
MEXICO HAD been subject to 
one-party rule by the bosses’ 
Institutional Revolutionary 
Party since the 1940s.

Its precursors, the 
National Revolutionary 
Party, formed in 1929, and 
the Party of the Mexican 
Revolution (PRM), formed 
in 1938, all talked of the 
need for “national unity”.

The social force behind 
these formations was 
the emerging national 
bourgeoisie which could 
trace its roots back to 
the Mexican Revolution 
of 1910 to 1917.

This new class drew 
its confidence from its 
defeat of the peasant 
armies of Pancho Villa 
and Emiliano Zapata.

But in the process, the 
bourgeoisie had been badly 
damaged, and could not 
sustain an outright class 
war against the peasantry 
and working class.

Instead it presented 
itself as the defender of 
the Revolution. Since then 
the ruling class strategy 
has been to undermine the 
power of differing sections 
of society by co-opting 

them. President Lazaro 
Cardenas formalised the 
relationship when he 
created the PRM in 1938.

He proposed an arm of 
the state to represent each 
section of society—workers, 
capitalists, peasants.

This was all couched 
in a patriotic and 
populist nationalism.

Crucially, he was well 
liked among the poor, 
while at the same time 
proving to the bosses that 
he was capable of putting 
down workers’ struggle.

The Fire Last Time
1968 and af ter
by Chris Harman

The year 1968 was a watershed. Millions of workers in 
France struck, black ghettos in the US rose in protest, and 
it was the year of the Prague Spring against Stalinism
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Bookmarks
bookshop
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EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Somerset children are latest 
victims of councils’ crisis

As local authorities 
face disaster, one Tory 
council is taking it out 
on children, reports 
Sarah Bates

“HOW MUCH is a 
child’s life worth?”

That’s what Kris Black, 
Somerset Unison union 
branch secretary is asking 
after brutal council cuts 
have left young lives 
hanging in the balance. 

“These aren’t just numbers 
on the page—these are 
real lives both in adult and 
children’s services”, she 
told Socialist Worker.

“The stakes couldn’t 
be higher.”

Tory-controlled Somerset 
County Council in south 
west England last week 
reaffirmed its plans to hollow 
out its children’s services. 

It follows a meeting 
in September where a 
cabinet made up of eight 
Conservative councillors 
voted through cuts of 
£28 million over two years.

The council plans to 
slash the county’s Get Set 
programme—an early years 
service based on Sure Start. 

Get Set workers organise 
open play sessions so 
families can socialise, but 
also supply specialist dietary 
information, financial advice 
and parenting support.

Two thirds of Somerset’s 
children’s centres have 
already been shut. Kris 
says further cuts—up to 
80 Get Set jobs are due to 
go—will plunge families 
into desperate situations. 

Problems
She is sure that closing 
support services that identify 
problems early on will lead 
to devastating results. 

“The outcomes are 
endless”, she said. “Children 
could end up on child 
protection registers, 
end up in care, or have 
unexplained injuries.”

And, if families aren’t 
identified as needing 
additional support early 
on, it just stores up 
problems down the line.

“The cuts are a false 
economy,” explained Kris. 

“If children aren’t picked up 

early, they will go into social 
care, which is overstretched 
and underfunded.”

Somerset Council 
is not alone. 

This year Northamptonshire 
County Council was the 
first council for over 20 
years to declare financial 
insolvency. It is highly 
unlikely to be the last.

A big problem for councils 
is that cash from central 
government has fallen—and 
is set to drop even further.

For instance, Somerset 
council receives £9 million 
in its “revenue support 
grant” from Westminster. 

In 2013 the figure 
was £90 million.

So councils are struggling 
to balance their books, keep 
enough in reserve funds 
and save for the future.

Many have slashed jobs 
and “non-essential” services 
such as bin collections, library 
hours and road gritting.

The Local Government 
Association—the national 
body for councils—has 
issued a string of dire 
warnings about funding. 

It says that £16 billion 
of core funding will have 

been slashed by 2020. 
So two thirds of councils 

have dipped into their 
reserves as a result—and 
many others warn they will 
follow Northamptonshire’s 
descent into bankruptcy. 

Austerity has never been 
just about saving cash. 

It’s also about pushing 
through a politically-motivated 
programme of taking services 
out of public control and 
putting them into the hands 
of private companies.

That’s why reports into 
Barnet council in north 
London have found that 
outsourcing was forced 
unduly on key services.

And it’s why dwindling 
council funds are 
used as a pretext for 
attacking workers.

Reserves
Labour-run Birmingham 
City Council—which has 
used £177 million of its 
reserve money in the last 
two years—is attempting to 
push through redundancies 
and privatisation.

Labour councils—and 
Scottish National Party 
ones—have to stop attacking 
their workers and services. 

They can’t wholeheartedly 
oppose Tory austerity 
while pushing through 
cuts themselves.

A decade on from the 
bankers’ crisis, austerity 
is still being used to 
punish ordinary people.

Strikes, protests and 
mass action will be needed 
to roll back the cuts, and 
fight for services that 
allow working class people 
to live with dignity.

PROTEST OUTSIDE Somerset county hall in Taunton recently

Cuts are a false 
economy. They 
could mean 
children go into 
social care

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON
AUSTERITY
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On the streets against racist attacks
Stand Up To Racism 
supporters have been 
organising across 
Britain to take on 
racism and the  
far right.
Manchester
Anti-racists humiliated the 
fascist English Defence 
League (EDL) in Manchester  
last Saturday.

Around 200 people joined 
a counter-mobilisation organ-
ised by Unite Against Fas-
cism (UAF) and Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR). 

A rump group of around 30 
fascists joined the EDL mobi-
lisation in Piccadilly Gardens 
in the city centre.

The EDL had originally 
planned to “shut down”  
Didsbury Mosque, but oppo-
sition forced them to move it 
to the city centre. 

Tower Hamlets, 
east London
Around 50 people joined a 
protest against Islamopho-
bia in Tower Hamlets, east 
London, last Wednesday. It 

was called by the local SUTR 
group after three Muslim 
women were attacked  outside 
a McDonald’s on Bethnal 
Green Road. 

The attacker hit one of 
the woman, tried to rip off 
her headscarf and spat at the 
other two.

Roshnara from east London 

told Socialist Worker, “Eve-
rybody should be feel safe to 
wear what they want to when 
walking down the street.” 

Speakers included Alex 
Kenny from the NEU educa-
tion union, Tower Hamlets 
Labour deputy mayor Asma 
Begum and Naima Omar 
from SUTR.

Newcastle
Over 100 people joined an 
SUTR public meeting in 
Newcastle on Thursday of 
last week.

It was a brilliant show of 
unity and defiance against 
the fascists and the far right. 
It included people who had 
taken part in the mobilisa-

tion against the racist Demo-
cratic Football Lads Alliance 
in Sunderland a few weeks 
previously. 

Held in Newcastle Univer-
sity, the meeting had official 
student union backing. 

Speakers included one of 
the Anti Nazi League’s found-
ers, Paul Holborow, Labour 
councillor Dipu Ahad and 
Newcastle student union 
racial equalities officer Chris 
Wilkinson.

Holborow stressed the 
importance of the national 
demonstration against racism 
and fascism on 17 November. 

But he also used examples 
from the past to highlight the 
need to take on the fascists 
on the streets, as UAF and 
SUTR are doing. 

The meeting was part of 
a campus tour organised by 
UCU and SUTR. 

Scarborough
The fascist Yorkshire Patri-
ots plan to march through 
 Scarborough on Saturday.  
The local SUTR and UAF 
groups have called a coun-
ter-protest. 
Assemble 12 noon outside the 
Brunswick Centre.

Wandsworth
People protested outside 
Tory-run Wandsworth coun-
cil in south London last week.

It is seeking a blanket injunc-
tion to stop  “unauthorised 
incursions” on public land by 
Travellers. 

The protest was supported 
by SUTR.

Students 
Supporters of Student SUTR 
from across Britain took part 
in a convoy to Calais in the 
north of France on Sunday.

They brought solidarity 
and substantial donations  to 
refugees trapped at Britain’s 
border.  

North Devon 
Over 30 people joined an 
SUTR North Devon forum in 
Barnstaple earlier this month. 

Schools diversity trainer 
Neomi Alam and North 
Devon NEU education union 
president Malcolm Richards 
spoke powerfully about the 
need to respond to the far 
right.
Send news of your local SUTR 
group’s activities to  
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

TAKING ON Islamophobia in east London Picture: Guy Smallman
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Angry protest helps to 
expose colleges in crisis
After three thousand took to the streets of London to demand an end to Tory 
further education funding cuts,  Sadie Robinson spoke to those resisting

 STUDENTS AND workers 
staged an angry protest through 

central London on Wednesday of last 
week to demand more funding for 
further education (FE).

The UCU union, which helped 
organise the protest, said up to 3,000 
people took part. Groups of students 
travelled from across the country to 
join it.

FE funding has been slashed 
by around 30 percent in the last 
ten years. And students suffer the 
consequences.

NHS worker Roland is studying 
counselling at East Coast College in 
Great Yarmouth. “Disabled students 
aren’t getting the support, staff or 
equipment that they need,” he told 
Socialist Worker. “Sometimes there 
isn’t even a tutor there. People just 
turn up to the classroom and are told 
to get on with it.”

Stopping
Freya from The Henley College in 
Oxfordshire said cuts are stopping 
her from getting into the university 
she wants to go to. “I want to do phi-
losophy,” she told Socialist Worker.

“But our college doesn’t have a phi-
losophy teacher, so it’s harder for me 
to get the support and grades I need.”

Cuts have left students at Hereford 
sixth form college being taught for 
just three days a week. Languages 
and science have been cut.

Music has gone at The Henley 
College. College principal Satwant 
told Socialist Worker, “We’ve had a 
reduction in the timetable and closing 
down of courses. It’s demoralising.”

Students described why FE 
matters.

Judy is a mature student at East 
Coast College. “When I left school, 

I had no opportunities to do any-
thing else,” she said. “But now I’m  
studying hair and beauty. It’s inspired 
me so much.

“My ex-colleagues can’t believe 
what I’m doing. College has shown 
me that there is life after you retire.”

Angatu is studying English for 
Speakers of Other Languages (Esol) 
at New City College in east London. 
She said, “I started Esol last year and 
it has made a very big difference.

“I came here as a refugee from 
Turkey, and in London I got the 
chance to go back to school after 27 
years.

“Many of us have changed our lives 
through college. Learning English is 
the key.”

The scale of the cuts, and the anger 
of workers and students, pushed the 
bosses’ Association of Colleges to 
back last week’s protest. But college 
bosses have pushed through cuts. 

And they are refusing college work-
ers a pay rise.

Mike, a lecturer at Redbridge 
College, told Socialist Worker, 
“There’s been pressure on them to 
support something like this protest 
for years.

“The only reason they have is 
because we had strikes. 

“We need to continue to put pres-
sure on our own managements as 
well as the Tories.”

THOUSANDS MARCHED to demand more cash for further education   Picture: Guy Smallman

Labour promises solution
LABOUR LEADER Jeremy 
Corbyn spoke to a rally in 

Parliament Square following the 
protest. 

He and shadow education 
secretary Angela Rayner were 
cheered when they pledged 
to tackle the crisis in FE.

Corbyn told the crowd, 
“I don’t want to live in a 
society where your ability 
to become a doctor or an 
engineer is dependent on 
your parents’ income. 

“We were right to 
say we will increase 
corporation tax 
to end fees.” 
He denounced 
the fact that 
students 

faced the “threat of debt” 
for going to college. 

Rayner said the government 
should bring back the Education 
Maintenance Allowance 
for college students.

And she mocked the idea that 
free education is impossible.

“When I was at school, 
I was offered university 
for free,” she said. “I 
went to college for free. 
So we can have it and 
we can afford it.”

Other speakers 
included joint NEU 
union general 
secretary Mary 
Bousted and 
Shakira Martin, 
NUS president.

Poor forced from education
CUTS TO further education 
funding hit poorer students 

the hardest. 
Vincent is chair of the 

UCU union branch 
at Hugh Baird 
College in Bootle, 
Merseyside.

“FE is anathema 
to the Tories,” he 
said. “They don’t 
value it because 
it’s based in local 
communities and 
they aren’t part of 
that.”

Lucy, a teacher at 
West London College, 
said, “FE gives students 

who don’t want to go down the 
academic route other options.”

But cuts mean that fewer courses 
are being offered—and some 
students are being pushed out of FE. 

“It’s become more selective 
regarding who can come to 
college,” said Vincent. 

“I’m an IT teacher and the 
lowest level we teach is level 2.

“But for that you need certain 
grades at GCSE—and some 
students just won’t make that. 

“So what then? Are they 
disbarred from college?

“We call them community 
colleges, but are they 
really serving the 
community?”

Millions short 
of needed funds

 THERE is an annual 
shortfall of £760 in 

funding for every sixth 
form college student, 
thinktank London 
Economics revealed last 
week.

Sixth form colleges 
received £1,380 less in 
real terms per student in 
2016-17 than in 2010-11. 

Over 160,000 
students study at sixth 
form colleges. London 
Economics found a 
funding shortfall of £122 
million a year.

College bosses 
grab a fortune

 Seventeen college 
principals grabbed 

more than £200,000 in 
2016-17, figures released 
in April revealed. And 
over a third got a pay 
rise of 10 percent or 
more. 

The biggest fat cat 
was Matt Hamnett 
(pictured) at North 
Hertfordshire College 
with a salary of 
£294,000.

Cuts make FE 
‘biggest loser’

 FUNDING has been 
cut in FE “much 

more sharply” than any 
other area of education, 
according to the Institute 
for Fiscal Studies (IFS).

An IFS report last 
month described  
16-18 education as “the 
biggest loser” from Tory 
education cuts.

Shadow education secretary
Angela Rayner
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Demand justice  
for killed migrants  
THE FAMILIES of five migrant 
workers who were crushed 
to death are appealing for 
money to begin proceedings 
against the company. 

A 15-foot high wall of 
concrete blocks and used 
metal fell on top of them 
at recycling company 
Hawkeswood Metal in 
Birmingham on 7 July 2016.

They were Ousmane Kaba 
Diaby, Saibo Sumbundu 
Sillah, Bangally Tunkara 
Dukuray, Almamo Kinteh 
Jammeh and Mahamadou 
Jagana Jagana. 

There have been a number 
of serious incidents in recent 
years at Hawkeswood Metal. 

The families of the people 
killed are appealing for 
£2,500. 
lTo donate to the legal fund, 
go to bit.ly/LegalAppeal

National demo for 
workers’ rights 
WORKERS WITH precarious 
employment contracts across 
Britain are preparing to rise 
up on the evening before 
Halloween, 30 October.

“They have killed our 
rights, but together, we are 
going to bring them back 
from the dead,” said one 
event organiser.

The demonstration 
coincides with the next step 
in the Independent Workers 
of Great Britain union’s legal 
case against taxi firm Uber.

Speakers include Guardian 
columnist Owen Jones and 
CWU union general secretary 
Dave Ward.
lGo to Facebook event Rise 
of the Precarious Workers—
National Demo

Private renters 
debate evictions 
CAMPAIGN groups 
Generation Rent and End 
Unfair Evictions have 
organised a meeting next 
month to discuss issues 
facing private renters. 

End Unfair Evictions is 
campaigning to scrap no fault 
evictions. 

These allow landlords to 
kick out tenants with just two 
months’ notice, and give no 
reason. 
lWed 7 Nov, 6.30pm, The 
Osmani Centre, London E1 5AW.  
Go to bit.ly/RentQuake for 
more information 

Unions might fight 
over shipyard cuts
UNITE UNION members at 
Cammell Laird shipyard could 
strike against bosses’ plans to 
slash almost 300 jobs.

Bosses at the shipyard in 
Birkenhead, near Liverpool, 
announced plans to slash  
291 jobs last week. This is 
around 40 percent of the 
workforce,

Workers unanimously 
backed resistance at a mass 
meeting. The GMB union 
could now move towards a 
ballot for industrial action.

Keep up universities 
and colleges pay fight 
by SADIE ROBINSON 

UCU UNION members in 
further and higher education 
have voted for strikes over pay. 

Some 85 percent of 
members in FE backed strikes, 
and 69 percent of those in HE 
supported strikes.

But the vast majority of 
colleges and universities failed 
to meet the new 50 percent 
turnout threshold imposed by 
the Tories.

Just four colleges out of 
107 met the threshold— 
Bath, Bradford, New College 
Swindon and Petroc. 

And seven universities 
out of 147 got a turnout of 
50 percent or more. Three 
universities in Northern 
Ireland, where the Tory  
anti-union laws don’t apply, 
also voted for strikes.

Carlo Morelli is a UCU rep 
at Dundee university and a 
member of the union’s national 
executive committee (NEC). 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“It’s appalling in terms of 
democracy that the anti-union 
laws are blocking strikes.

“The overall turnout of 
around 42 percent is the 
highest we’ve ever had in 

a ballot on pay. The union 
should certainly reballot 
branches that got turnouts of 
over 40 percent, and possibly 
those that got over  
35 percent.”

Twenty six college UCU 
branches achieved a turnout of 
35 percent or higher. 

Some 73 university 
branches delivered a turnout 
of 35 percent or more. In 56 of 
them, the turnout was over  
40 percent.

Some missed the threshold 
by a fraction. The turnout at 
Leeds university for instance 
was 49.18 percent.

Carlo said that, although 
most places didn’t reach the  
50 percent threshold, there 

are “a lot of positives” in the 
results.  “There was a high 
increase in votes in lots of 
places,” he said.

“The turnout at Heriot-Watt 
University was over  
64 percent. This is because the 
branch ran a proper Get the 
Vote Out campaign. 

“We now need to have a 
discussion about how to run 
these in other places.”

Carlo explained some of 
the factors behind the results. 
“It’s not the case that people 
won’t vote for action on pay,” 
he said. “But it’s a question 
of how the union motivates 
people.

“The ballot started in August, 
which doesn’t make sense. It 
was run simultaneously with 
other ballots, which meant it 
wasn’t given priority.

“During our pensions 
dispute earlier this year, NEC 
members spoke to around half 
the branches involved. 

The NEC needs to give a 
lead, and get out and speak 
to branches. It has to show 
it takes the pay dispute 
seriously.” And union leaders 
will have to start confronting 
the anti-union laws, not 
just going along with their 
restrictions. 

SOLID TURNOUT against a sacking in Wigan 

Strike to lift workers’ pay
UNITE UNION members at 
Street Cranes in Chapel-en-
le-Frith, Derbyshire, returned 
to the picket line again on 
Monday.

It was the crane 
manufacturing workers’ 
second walkout in a series 
of planned strikes over 
bosses’ refusal to negotiate 
over wages and terms and 
conditions. 

Support for the strike is 
rock solid among the shop 
floor workers at the factory.

Unite Community 
branches from High Peak 
and Chesterfield visited the 
picket line.

Workers were set to strike 
again next Monday.
Jeannie Robinson 
lSend message of support tp 
shaun.lee@unitetheunion.org
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Postal workers deliver an 
unofficial walkout in Wigan  
POSTAL WORKERS at a 
Royal Mail delivery office in 
Wigan, Greater Manchester, 
staged an unofficial strike 
on Monday in defence of a 
sacked colleague.

Some 180 members of the 
CWU union walked out after 
the worker was dismissed on 
Saturday. 

“We think he was treated 
unfairly,” one Wigan postal 
worker told Socialist Worker. 

“He’s been here for  

36 years.” The walkout is 
the latest unofficial strike to 
hit Royal Mail workplaces—
many of them over bullying 
and harassment. 

Royal Mail workers often 
face increasing pressure 
from managers to take on 
increasing workloads.

Workers in Wigan also 
staged an unofficial strike in 
November last year after one 
of them was disciplined for 
refusing to work overtime.

HIGHER AND FURTHER EDUCATION MANUFACTURING

HIGH SPIRITS on the crane makers picket line 

SCHOOLS 

South London teachers 
resist academisation plan
NEU UNION members at the 
John Roan school struck on 
Thursday of last week. 

Workers are fighting 
a plan to turn the school 
in Greenwich, south east 
London, into a privately-run 
academy.

NEU and GMB union 
members staged several 
strikes against the plan last 
term. 

The John Roan NEU group 
wrote a letter to parents.

“The academisation of 
schools is failing thousands 
of children,” it said. 

“It’s happening through 
exclusions, the off-rolling of 
students especially SEND 
students, who may not ‘make 
the grade’ and an ‘exam 
factory’ approach.

“Staff turnover is much 
higher in many  
Multi-Academy Trusts as 
compared to local authority 

schools.” The school is 
subject to a forced academy 
order. But the union pointed 
to figures that showed 16 
examples of schools where 
such orders had been 
revoked.

Strikers are optimistic that 
they can keep John Roan 
as an inclusive, community 
school.

NEU members plan a 
further strike on 8 November. 
lSend messages of support to 
johnroannut@gmail.com

A previous pension strike 

Special conference criticises leadership
UCU UNION members voted 
to censure their general 
secretary, Sally Hunt, at 
a special conference in 
Manchester on Thursday of 
last week.

A motion calling for Hunt’s 
resignation was withdrawn.

The censure motion 
strongly criticised Hunt’s 
handling of a pensions 
dispute in older universities 
earlier this year.

It said that Hunt claimed 
that a majority of branch 

representatives at a union 
meeting supported an 
immediate ballot of members 
on a deal to end the dispute. 

The deal left workers 
without guarantees on their 
pensions. The motion said 
Hunt failed “to provide 
any verifiable evidence to 
support this claim”.

The special congress was 
called to debate business 
that was not discussed 
during the union’s annual 
congress earlier this year. 

Many motions weren’t heard 
after Hunt, UCU staff and 
officials staged walkouts to 
prevent criticism of her.

The congress passed 
several equalities motions. 
Delegates agreed to oppose 
“discriminatory targeting 
of Muslims on the basis 
of dress” and to defend 
transgender rights. 

And the conference 
passed support for Stand Up 
to Racism initiatives against 
the far right. 

UCU UNION 

Striking in July 
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RAIL WORKERS

WORKERS ON Northern 
rail held their 32nd 
strike in the fight against 
driver only operation 
(DOO) last Saturday. 

They were set for more 
strikes this Saturday, and 
then on 3 November and  
10 November

RMT union members 
at South Western Railway 
(SWR) began a five-day 
strike this Tuesday. 

Defiant workers picketed 
the entrance to Waterloo 
station in London from early 

in the morning, and talked to 
passengers about why they 
were striking. 

They are fighting the 
imposition of more DOO 
services—which would 
make train travel unsafe and 
inaccessible. 

SWR strikers are set 
to take more action on a 
further five Saturdays. 
lThe RMT is organising public 
meetings in Leeds, Sheffield 
and Newcastle on the fight for 
passenger safety. For details go 
to rmt.org.uk/news
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Teaching assistants 
& dinner ladies unite
by GEORGE ARTHUR

TEACHING assistants (TAs) 
and higher level teach-
ing assistants joined a 
strike by dinner ladies at 
Ladywood Primary School 
in Grimethorpe, South 
Yorkshire, on Monday. 

They formed a picket line 
from 6am demanding that 
threatened redundancies are 
stopped.

Bosses want to sack nine 
dinner ladies and use TAs to 
supervise meal times instead. 

In response, the dinner 
ladies, in the Unison union, 
have been on indefinite strike 
since 4 October. 

One TA said, “The head 
acts like a dictator. She is 
not prepared to treat people 
properly. 

“We told her two weeks 
ago that we were joining the 
strike, but on Friday she was 
telling parents there would 
not be a strike.”

Support 
Some parents also stood with 
the pickets to show their 
support. 

One parent said, “We have 
set up the Ladywood Parents 
Association and we will be 
having a meeting to discuss 
the dispute. 

“Parents have a number 
of issues with how the head 
teacher is operating the 
school and we want to see 

change.” A rally on Monday 
saw Barnsley trades coun-
cil and members of the NEU, 
GMB and CWU unions bring 
 messages of support.

Malcolm Clements, a 
Barnsley councillor, told the 
rally, “I will be raising this 
issue with Barnsley Labour 
group. 

“Nothing has been dis-
cussed with us about the 
problems at the school. 

“It is a local authority 
school and we should be put-
ting on pressure to get this 
sorted.” 

A boost was given to 
the rally when a group of 
 ex-miners marched up the 
road with a Yorkshire NUM 
union banner. 

L a d y w o o d  P r i m a r y 
school is in Grimethorpe, 
an  ex-mining village, and 
there is still a strong sense of 
solidarity.

The rally finished with 
the pickets giving rousing 
 choruses of “No ifs no buts, 
no dinner lady cuts!”
lMessages of support 
to branchoffice@
unisonbarnsleylg.org

d

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ROUND UP 

nSTRIKES COULD hit leisure 
services across Blaenau 
Gwent, South Wales, in 
November as workers 
at the Aneurin Leisure 
Trust fight poverty pay.

Unison union members 
are preparing to strike 
against the bosses’ pay offer 
which amounts to an annual 
increase of just 0.5 percent.

Around 110 workers in 
libraries, entertainment 
venues, parks and leisure 
centres across the borough 
voted 88 percent to strike. 

Rosie Lewis, Unison 
Wales regional organiser 
said, “Some staff are so 
desperate they have been 
forced to use foodbanks.”

nANTI-CUTS campaigners 
are preparing to take to 
the streets to fight planned 
closures to nurseries 
in Salford, Greater 
Manchester. Labour-run 

Salford council announced 
plans in February to close 
its five Sure Start nurseries. 

After public outrage and 
a 1,000-strong demo, the 
plans were shelved and 
funding guaranteed for 
another year.

But parents and workers 
want secure long-term 
funding for the nurseries, 
which employ 106 workers, 
and serve around 250 
children.
lDemonstrate, Sat 27 Oct, 
12 noon, Salford Civic Centre, 
Chorley Road, Manchester 
M27 5AW

nSEVEN FINANCE workers 
at Newham council in east 
London were set to strike 
over pay and regrading 
on Friday of this week 
and Monday next week.

The Unite union 
members plan two more 
days of action. 

PALESTINE SOLIDARITY

UNITY ON the picket line on Monday Picture: Barnsley unison

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS

  Tens of thousands of jobs 
at risk in justice ministry
THE PCS civil service workers’ 
union has declared a fresh 
dispute with the Ministry of 
Justice (MOJ) over plans to 
move court admin work to 
new contact centres. 

The move could put tens of 
thousands of jobs at risk.

Bosses had previously said 
they would pause the plans 
to move—but now plan to 
open centres in Birmingham 
and Stoke-on-Trent as early as 
January. 

Current workers will have 
to reapply for their jobs to 
work in the new centres—
which will also come with 
worse terms and conditions to 

facilitate 8am-8pm opening 
times.

It comes after MOJ workers 
in the PCS overwhelmingly 
voted to reject a pay offer that 
linked a below-inflation wage 
rise to worse conditions.

A PCS MOJ group executive 
committee member told 
Socialist Worker, “The 
employer is like a cyberman 
from Doctor Who—it just 
keeps marching at us.”

Strikes at the MOJ could 
beat off the bosses’ attacks, 
win a decent pay rise—and 
feed into the fight to beat the 
pay cap for all civil service 
workers.

HOUSING

Protest over demolition plan 
HOUSING campaigners will 
hold a protest outside the 
Greater London Assembly 
on Saturday 3 November to 
demand ballots for estates 
up for regeneration.

Some 36 estates in 
London have been excluded 
from London mayor 
Sadiq Khan’s pledge to 
give residents a ballot on 
regeneration proposals. 

These are estates where 
permission to build was 
approved before Khan made 
the pledge. 

People should not be 
denied a say over what 
happens to their homes 
because of this.

The protest has been 
called by a number of local 
campaigns, including Save 
Cressingham Gardens, as 
well as the Defend Council 
Housing and Radical Housing 
Network campaigns. 

It has support from trade 
unions including the GMB. 

The protest has been 
called to coincide with the 

mayor’s Question Time. 
A statement from the 

protest organisers said, 
“There are 31,000 residents 
who will be affected by 
demolition on 118 estates in 
the next decade. 

“Nearly 8,000 homes will 
definitely be lost, and the total 
could eventually be much 
greater.

“Meanwhile, homelessness 
is soaring. 

“Families on council 
housing waiting lists are 
giving up hope, and private 
renters are being ripped off 
unmercifully. 

“This means that many 
people are being economically 
and socially cleansed from 
London altogether.”

Stepping up the pressure 
can force Khan to drop his 
plans to exclude people on 
the 36 estates from a vote.
lDemonstrate 3 November, 
assemble 12 noon, City Hall, 
The Queen’s Walk, London  
SE1 2AA 
Alistair Farrow

 For free speech on Palestine 
AROUND 70 people came to a 
meeting in north London last 
week on Corbyn, Antisemitism 
and Justice for Palestine. 

It was one of a series of 
meetings, including one in 
August that filled London’s 
Conway Hall to capacity. 

Speakers including Ben 
Jamal, Lindsey German and 
Rob Ferguson pointed to the 
display of solidarity with 
Palestinians at Labour Party 
conference as a signal of 
wider support for Palestinian 
freedom and human rights. 

This was despite the 
adoption by Labour of 
the IHRA definition of 
antisemitism and its examples. 

These examples conflate 
opposition to the state of Israel 
and Zionism with antisemitism.

Speakers called for a 
rigorous defence of free speech 
on Palestine. 

There was an attempt by 

far right, extreme supporters 
of Israel to shut down the 
meeting. 

This is a small group that 
does not represent mainstream 
Zionist opinion, let alone all 
Jews. 

They have disrupted 
meetings, refusing to respect 
the chair with the intention of 
preventing democratic debate.

Individuals at the core of the 
group include Islamophobic 
supporters of Nazi Tommy 
Robinson, Ukip, and “Make 
Britain Great Again”—the far 
right group that attacked the 
socialist bookshop, Bookmarks. 

At last week’s meeting this 
group directed vicious hate 
speech at those attending, 
particularly at Jews. 

Finally, there was an 
incident with passers-by to 
which the police were called. 

Nobody attending the 
meeting was involved in this.

SCOTLAND

A BATTLE over pay in local 
government in Scotland could 
be coming.

Unite union members have 
voted by 73 percent to reject 
a 3 percent pay rise. 

Of those who rejected the 
offer, 88 percent voted for 
industrial action.

The GMB, Unison and Unite 
all recommended rejecting 
the offer. The Unison ballot 
closes on 7 November. 

Unite says it will move to 
an industrial action ballot. 
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 TEACHERS NEED 
10 PERCENT NOW
TEACHERS IN Scotland 
are set to take a step for-
wards in their battle for pay 
and decent education on 
Saturday.

A large demonstration by 
teachers’ unions and their sup-
porters is planned in Glasgow.

Its message is, “Value edu-
cation, value teachers. Pay us 
what we are due—starting 
with delivery of our  10  percent 
pay claim for this year”.

EIS teachers’ union nego-
tiators recently met with the 
Scottish government and 
local authorities’ body Cosla. 

They expected to receive a 
better offer than the 3  percent 
rise already put forward.

Instead, says the union, 
“In an obviously pre-planned 
and coordinated strategy, the 
shutters were slammed down 
on any further negotiation.

“The message from the 
other side was stark—we are 
not offering you anything 
better, so what are you going 
to do about it?”

The only effective response 
is a redoubled campaign, 
a huge demonstration on 
Saturday and then strikes to 
win the full 10 percent claim.

Alison Thornton, EIS 
 p re s iden t ,  sa id ,  “Our 

take-home pay has suffered 
a real terms reduction of 
around 24 percent over the 
past decade. Experienced 
teachers, worn down by a 
combination of increasing 
workload and declining pay, 

are increasingly leaving the 
profession early.

“The EIS has negotiated 
in good faith. However, as 
we head towards the end 
of the year with no agree-
ment in place, the prospect 

of industrial action looks 
increasingly likely.”

The EIS has announced 
there will be a ballot, 
 beginning on Tuesday, on 
whether to accept or reject 
the bosses’ offer.

If it is for rejection there 
will then be more talks and 
then, possibly, an indicative 
ballot on industrial action.

Then there might be a 
formal strike ballot. But this 
is much too slow.

EIS is by far the biggest 
Scottish teachers’ union, but 
other unions are also sup-
porting the demonstration 
and the 10 percent claim.

The Scottish Secondary 
Teachers’ Association plans 
a consultative survey of 
members and strongly recom-
mending rejecting the offer. 
The survey will also assess 
members’ readiness to strike.

The NASUWT union says 
it is putting information out 
to members on the pay offer 
and asking for their opinions 
via a survey.  

Charlotte Ahmed is an EIS 
school rep and a member 
of the Glasgow EIS commit-
tee of management. She told 
Socialist Worker, “We have to 
hit back against the failure to 
value teachers and schools. 

“There has been leafleting, 
petitioning and meetings to 
build the demo. We’re being 
encouraged to march in our 
school groups.

“The momentum that 
comes from Saturday must 
not be wasted. I think we need 
to move much more quickly to 
a strike ballot and action.”
Demonstrate Sat 27 Oct, 
assemble 11am, Kelvingrove 
Park, Glasgow

EIS UNION members fight for pay 

BENEFITS

Tories partially retreat on Universal Credit amid outrage and fears of ‘riots’
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE TORIES are under 
pressure over their hated 
Universal Credit (UC) 
benefit. They were last 
week forced to delay 
the rollout of UC from 
next year to 2020. 

And it won’t be fully 
rolled out until 2023.

The retreat follows fury 
from claimants who are 
suffering more poverty and 
stress after being moved 
onto UC. Even former 
Tory prime minister John 
Major has warned that UC 
could spark a repeat of 
the Poll Tax riot of 1989.

Emma is one of many 

people who are worse off 
under the new benefit. She 
told Socialist Worker, “I’m 
disabled and I was on the 
Severe Disability Premium 
(SDP). I was told that 
people with SDP would be 
protected on the transfer.

“But they took that 
away and they took away 
my child tax credits.

“I’ve lost £98 in SDP 
and other sickness 
benefits attached to it, 
and £64 child tax credit 
every week. So I can’t 
pay for care, childcare 
and domestic help.”

Emma had to move 
cities with her son to 
escape a violent partner. 
An advance on her benefits 

paid for the move, but 
she wasn’t aware that 
repayments would be 
automatically deducted 
from her benefit.

“I’m paying off £125 
a month, which leaves 
me with under £200 to 
live on after rent,” she 
said. “Not only did I 
flee a situation where I 
had to leave everything 
behind, I am now having 
to sell the things I 
replaced them with.”

Emma’s mobility 
problems leave her 
dependent on taxis. But 
now she can’t afford them. 
And being unable to get 
out puts her at risk of 
losing even more money.

“Before I was on UC, 
the Jobcentre used to 
pay for travel for benefit 
meetings,” she explained. 
“But they will not cover 
taxi fares for monthly 
work coach meetings on 
UC. And if you can’t get 
there, they sanction you. 

“It’s a cashing in 
system for them.”

Emma sees UC as 
a way of attacking 
vulnerable people. “I’m 
furious about all of it,” 
she said. “I can see the 
Poll Tax riots happening 
again. The only way UC 
is going to get fixed is 
by getting rid of it.”
Claimants names have been 
changed

Running scared—former Tory prime minister John Major fears
Universal Credit could spell another Poll Tax moment
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