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Brazil Far right 
grabs presidency

United States 
11 Jews murdered

Britain Robinson  
feeds racist hate

SAT 17 NOV, 12 NOON, BBC PORTLAND PLACE, LONDON
Called by Stand Up To Racism and Unite Against Fascism, and backed by the TUC standuptoracism.org.uk

Glasgow women’s 
strike shows our power

Equal pay fight shook a city... and strikers tell 
Socialist Worker they’ll do it again  >>Pages 10&11

The massacre 
at Peterloo

Ruling class brutality on the streets of 
Manchester in 1819 >>Pages 14&15
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BUDGET

Meagre ‘handouts’ 
and more cuts— 
no end to austerity
TORY chancellor Philip 
Hammond unveiled his 
budget on Monday.

He claimed the “era of 
austerity” was coming to an 
end. But the budget confirmed 
that it will continue.

Planned cuts to services 
will still go ahead. And vague 
promises of cash do nothing 
to address funding crises.
>>Page 6

SCOTLAND

Monster march 
in Glasgow for 
teachers’ pay
AROUND 30,000 teachers 
and their supporters 
marched through Glasgow 
last Saturday in a fight to 
win a 10 percent pay rise.

They came from schools 
in every part of Scotland. 

There is a mood for 
strikes, but a danger that 
the teachers’ EIS union is 
moving too slowly.
>>Page 20

CHILD ABUSE

Racist claims over 
‘Asian sex gangs’ 
don’t stack up
POLITICIANS AND the far 
right are trying to whip 
up racism by focusing 
on “Asian sex gangs”. 

Researcher Ella Cockbain 
said some survivors have 
suffered a “horrible backlash” 
from the far right when they 
talk about white offenders. 
>>Page 17
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lDELSIE GAYLE  who was 
subjected to a racist tirade on 

a Ryanair flight has dismissed her 
abuser’s apology. David Mesher 
said “I apologise for all the distress 
you’ve had there and since.” Delsie 
Gayle said “I don’t think so. You 
must forget and forgive, but it’s 
going to take a long time for me to 
get over what he has done to me.”

 US mercenaries worked as a 
‘murder squad’ in Yemen
A US company Spear 
O p e r a t i o n s  G r o u p 
organised a private assas-
sination squad to work in 
Yemen. 

The company’s founder, 
Israeli operative Abraham 
Golan, and former US Navy 
Seal Isaac Gilmore admit-
ted to these actions in a 
Buzzfeed article. 

The company hired sev-
eral other US veterans and 
reservists. 

US mercenaries were 
hired by the United Arab 
Emirates, as part of the Saudi 
Arabian-led coalition fighting 
in Yemen, to carry out assas-
sinations in 2015.

Spear Operations Group 
agreed with the UAE to con-
duct targeted killings at a fee 
of £1 million per month plus 
undisclosed bonuses. 

In one operation a dozen 
men loaded up with body 

armour and whiskey flew a 
charter plane from a small 
New Jersey  airport to a UAE 
base 

“There was a targeted 
assassination program in 
Yemen,” said founder Golan, 
“I was running it. We did it. 
It was sanctioned by the UAE 
within the coalition.”

Another one of the team’s 

mercenaries was still in the 
Navy Reserve with top-secret 
clearance. Another formerly 
worked with the CIA’s equiv-
alent of the military’s special 
forces, otherwise known as 
the “ground branch”.

A former CIA official 
described the mercenaries as 
“almost like a murder squad”.

Almost?

lPAVEWAY IVs  a re 
made by Raytheon 

UK. They are blowing up 
people in Yemen. The RAF 
and the 640-warplane 
Royal Saudi Air Force are 
equipped with them. They 
cost £62,000 each.

Along with British-licensed 
Brimstone, Storm Shadow, 
ALARM anti-radar missiles, 
and PGM500 guided bombs, 
Paveway makes short work of 
civilian targets.

Since the bombing of 
Yemen began in 2015,  
Britain has sold more than 
£4.7 billion worth of arms 
to Saudi Arabia. Some 110 
military personnel and 130 
government civilian staff cur-
rently maintain its weaponry.

Aeroplane, helicopter and 
drone sales over the past 
three years were £2.7 billion, 
bombs, missiles and grenades 
another £1.9 billion.

lA MILLIONAIRE has lost his 
personal leisure centre after 

refusing to get planning permission.
Accountant Graham Wildin fought 

to keep the 10,000 square foot leisure 
centre at his six-bedroom mansion.

It has a bowling alley, cinema, squash 
courts, bar and casino plus a 25 foot, 
three-storey doll’s house. Tragically it 
will be bulldozed, a court ordered.

Brit  billionaires are 
25% richer this year
THE WORLD’S richest 
people made a record 
amount of money  
last year, with the wealth 
of British billionaires 
growing by a quarter, 
a report has found. 

The fortunes of 
billionaires rose by 
£1.3 trillion worldwide, 
almost 20 percent. 

The 
figures are  
from the 
Swiss bank 
UBS and  
the 
accountancy 
firm PWC.

Some of 
Britain’s 
wealthiest 
people were 
among the 

biggest winners, with its  
54 billionaires enjoying an 
average jump from  
£2.3 billion to £2.9 billion. 

Globally 2,158 
billionaires held assets 
worth an average of  
£3.2 billion last year, up 
from £2.9 billion in  
2016. 

More than 300 
billionaires 
were 
created last 
year while 
153 sadly 
slipped 
out of the 
wealthiest 
bracket.

But 
there’s 
always next  
year.

Thought crimes and 
Tory control orders 
A MAN who told a court 
he believes he is Jesus 
Christ has been found 
guilty of encouraging 
acts of terrorism by 
posting Isis videos on 
his Facebook account.

Abdulrahman 
Alcharbati shared the 
material on his open 
social media page, 
including footage 
of executions and 
suicide bombings.

Alcharbati, who has 
been diagnosed as 
being bi-polar, will be 
sentenced in December.

Anjem Choudary, or 
terrorist hate preacher 
as the press prefer to 
call him, was released 
after serving a sentence 

for encouraging support 
for Isis. He is restricted 
by at least 25 measures. 
They include only being 
allowed to associate 
with people approved 
by the authorities. Use 
of the internet will be 
supervised. He cannot 
travel outside of London.

At least four 
associates of Choudary, 
who cannot be named, 
were subject to a 
Terrorism Prevention 
and Investigation 
Measure. This is a form 
of control that places 
two years of restrictions 
on the movements and 
activities of people 
who have not been 
charged with a crime.

Lawrence cops 
face questions
THREE POLICE officers 
who led the original 
Stephen Lawrence murder 
inquiry 25 years ago have 
been told they will be 
questioned over alleged 
misconduct in public office.

They will be interviewed 
under caution over failings 
in the investigation into 
the 18 year old’s murder 
by a racist gang.

Detective 
Superintendent Ian 
Crampton was in charge 
for the first three 
days after the murder. 
Detective Superintendent 
Brian Weeden took over 
as senior investigating 
officer. Detective Chief 
Superintendent William 
Ilsley oversaw them both.

All have received letters 
formally placing them 
under investigation by the 
National Crime Agency.

Tory sick slurs 
on Lawrence
TORY ANITA Sillick, who 
is running to be councillor 
for Temple Hill in 
Dartford, Kent, next year, 
has launched a bizarre 
and offensive attack on 
Stephen Lawrence.

She opined, “All this 
Stephen Lawrence stuff 
gets on my tits. He was 
a drug dealer who used 
violence to get what he 
wanted. My own father 
witnessed him going into 
a shop and demanding 
cigarettes he used a knife 
to threaten the member 
of staff.” She has refused 
to apologise for this 
nonsense.

Check your 
facts Full Fact
SLIGHTLY smug 
fact-checking website “Full 
Fact” changed its facts 
when Socialist Worker 
pulled it up on them. 

They write, “We 
corrected a typo in this 
article which stated 36 
percent of 940 possible 
offenders who had been 
reported to CEOP for 
‘street grooming and 
child sexual exploitation’, 
as identified in its 2011 
report, were identified as 
Asian. The correct figure 
is 26 percent.”

The automated reply 
asking us to subscribe to 
their products was nice.

Having  a Wildin time

THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘It wasn’t Daniella 
in the lions’ den; 
it was a petting 
zoo’
The Conservative 1922 
committee weren’t nasty to 
Theresa May according to 
Michael Fabricant MP

‘Help protect 
the low paid 
from necessary 
savings in public 
spending’
George Osborne defends the 
fact he kept a cap on public 
sector pay despite civil service 
warnings it would trap children 
in poverty

‘Make sure 
this doesn’t go 
to court and 
to make sure 
nobody finds out, 
how many zeros 
do you want on 
the end of this 
cheque?’
Employee of Sir Philip Green 
recalling the office atmosphere

‘I’m being used  
as target 
practice’
Sir Philip Green after being 
outed as a sexual harasser 

‘I might be 
prepared to’ 
Tory MP Justine Greening, 
former education secretary, 
indicating she could run for 
the party leadership

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker
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Circulation
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Socialist Worker
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London
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BALLOTS 

Protesters 
want say 
on estate 
demolition 
HOUSING campaigners 
are set to protest outside 
the Greater London 
Assembly demanding that 
all estates get a ballot on 
redevelopment proposals.

In July London’s 
Labour mayor Sadiq Khan 
brought in changes on how 
residents are consulted.

He pledged that all 
estates considered for 
redevelopment would get a 
ballot on the proposals.

But 36 estates in London 
were exempted from the 
pledge. These projects are 
already underway and their 
developers can apply for 
exemption from ballots.

Campaigners are 
demanding that Khan 
includes these estates in his 

ballot proposals.
“Sadiq Khan isn’t the 

only person who can make 
a ballot happen,” said 
Eileen Short from Defend 
Council Housing. 

“At the last local 
elections Camden and 
Hackney Labour parties 
included in their manifestos 
promises to ballot estates 
on redevelopments.”

The Cambridge Road 
estate in Kingston-upon-
Thames is one of the 
36 excluded from the 
proposals, but the council 
has promised a ballot 
anyway.

Political pressure can 
also be applied to the 
minsters responsible 
for housing—James 
Brokenshire and Kit 
Malthouse.

Eileen said, “There 
are at least 82 estates in 
London that are threatened 
with development and 
demolition—all of them 
need a ballot. 

“And so do the estates 
outside of London which 
are being forgotten in all of 
this.”
Join the protest. Saturday 3 
November, 12 noon, City Hall, 
Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 

Residents at risk of losing 
homes under council plan
by ALISTAIR FARROW

FORTY ONE households in south 
east London fear they will be 
removed from their homes by the 
Labour-run council’s plan to scrap 
their sheltered accommodation. 

Residents of Sam Manners House 
in Greenwich spoke to Socialist 
Worker about how council officers 
treated them with contempt when 
they tried to raise concerns. 

“Nobody from the council spoke 
directly to us about the plans until 
11 October,” said Alex. 

“A group of people from the coun-
cil came round and tried to brush our 
concerns off.

“I said, ‘I don’t know who you are. 
Why is this the first time we have 
seen you?’”

Residents are right to be suspi-
cious. They had just six days to raise 
concerns about the plans between 
their meeting with council officers 
and the council cabinet meeting on  
17 October that voted on the plans. 

Those are hardly the actions of 
an organisation committed to a full 
consultation.

Letter 
Residents had first heard of the plans 
in a letter dated 3 October from the 
council’s housing department. 

It said, “Recommendation is to 
decommission Sam Manners House 
and redevelop the site to provide a 
number of local authority new build 
units.”

That was the option voted through 
on 17 October.

What this means is unclear. Will 
only new sheltered accommodation 
be built on the site? Will the council 
develop the site with council hous-
ing on it? 

Or will the redevelopment be done 
in partnership with a private devel-
oper who will provide only minimal 
“Local Authority New Build units”? 

Greenwich council has a lot of ques-
tions to answer. 

The most important question is 
what will happen to the people who 
live in Sam Manners House.

Terry described what the scheme 
meant to the people who live there.  
“All our memories are here,” said 
Terry. “It’s discrete, respectful and 
dignified housing for people whose 
life is drawing to a close.”

“We would lose all our connections 
if we were forced to move away.”

After it voted for the redevelop-
ment, the council cabinet said that 
“other sites can be considered for 
provision of temporary housing”.  No 

more information was given in the 
document. 

It said that residents might be able 
to stay in “former sheltered scheme 
blocks at Cooper Court and Swingate 
Lane” while the redevelopment is 
taking place. 

Temporary 
But temporary accommodation in 
Greenwich is already well oversub-
scribed, as council documents show.

As Alex said, “You can’t pour 
a litre of liquid into a quarter litre 
container.”

Residents fear property devel-
oper Savills is involved in the 

redevelopment. In February the coun-
cil told residents it had appointed the 
firm to “undertake a survey on our 
behalf”. 

Greenwich council has given 
no good reason for the proposed 
demolition. 

Residents at Sam Manners House 
need written assurances that they 
will have secure, safe homes for the 
rest of their lives.
Residents’ names have been changed

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

SAM MANNERS House (above) in Greenwich has been earmarked for 
“redevelopment”. Residents say they have been treated with contempt 
by the Labour-run council that made clear it wanted to push through 
the plans in a letter dated 3 October (right)  
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Mayor Sadiq Khan 

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5620 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

In the age of media censorship 
and funnelled search engines, 
Socialist Worker is, I find, a vital 
source of information on class 
struggle worldwide. 

The fact that it is present at 
critical protests, movements 
and everything else shows 

that it really is at the heart of 
class struggle. I owe a lot of my 
awareness to this paper, and 
would urge others to read and 
learn.
Dave Macnamara  
Wigan NHS Unison union  
striker

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. We are asking 
everyone who enjoys Socialist Worker 
to donate as much as they can and 
help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£76,309
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 Resistance is needed after far  
 right victory in Brazil election
 by  ALISTAIR FARROW

FAR RIGHT candidate   Ja ir 
Bolsonaro was elected president 
of Brazil on Sunday evening.

He took around 55 percent of the 
vote, and his victory in a country 
of 210 million people will have a 
huge impact. 

It is also another sign of the rise 
of the global far right that has to be 
resisted everywhere.

His election marks a brutal turn 
in Brazilian politics. Bolsonaro is 
a front man for the sort of forces 
involved in the murderous military 
dictatorship from 1964 to 1985.

On Saturday Charlione Lessa 
Albuquerque was shot dead, alleg-
edly by a Bolsonaro supporter, 
while attending a rally in support 
of the Workers’ Party (PT) candi-
date Fernando Haddad.

Throughout his election cam-
paign Bolsonaro has used vile lan-
guage to refer to minority and 
oppressed groups. 

He has backed the use of violence 
by the murderous Brazilian cops. 
Between January and July this year, 
in just one state—Rio de Janeiro—
cops killed 895 people.

He has described himself as 
“homophobic—and very proud of 
it”. LGBT+ groups described his vic-
tory as “opening the gates of hell”.

“Bolsonaro means everything 
that is bad,” PT member Cleusa told 
Socialist Worker at a protest outside 
the Brazilian embassy in central 
London on Saturday night.

Favelas
“He has said that the citizens he 
deems to be ‘good’ will be allowed 
to carry guns. The ‘bad’ ones are 
the people who live in favelas [poor 
areas] and are black.

“He has said women shouldn’t 
earn the same as men.”

Cristina, who was also on the 
London protest, argued, “After 
Sunday, Brazil will not be the same. 
The fascists there will wake up.”

A woman had a swastika carved 
into her body by a Nazi supporter 

of Bolsonaro during the election 
campaign. 

Bolsonaro’s lead narrowed after a 
particularly vicious speech he gave 
last week in which he threatened to 
arrest left wingers if they did not 
leave the country after the election.

This led prominent figures to 
publicly back Haddad. But in the 
end this had little effect.

A large part of the blame for 
Bolsonaro’s election win lies with 
the PT (see below).

Big business has warmed to his 
success. Since he moved ahead in 
the first round of the election three 
weeks ago one Brazilian stock 
market index has soared 18 percent 
while global indexes have fallen.

Bolsonaro’s main support base 
lies in the richer southern states of 
Brazil, such as Sao Paulo and Rio de 
Janeiro. The new government will 
be a government for the rich. 

He has surrounded himself with 
economic advisers such as Paulo 
Guedes, who wants to privatise  
147 state-owned businesses.

The military dictatorship was 
eventually beaten by mass workers’ 
resistance and strikes. Resistance to 
Bolsonaro and the far right he has 
emboldened must start today.

On other pages...
Ten dead in latest wave of Israel’s 
slaughter >>Page 8

SUPPORTERS OF far right Bolsonaro celebrating his election victory in Brazil  

 State racism behind synagogue attack
ELEVEN PEOPLE were murdered 
on Saturday in the deadliest 
single attack on Jewish people in 
the history of the US. 

Fascist terrorist Robert Bowers 
injured six more people before 
being arrested. 

He opened fire at the Tree of 
Life synagogue in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, on Saturday after 
shouting, “All Jews must die.”

Thousands of people attended 
vigils across the US throughout 
Sunday. One also took place at 
Cable Street in London (see page 
16).

The attack follows vicious 
racism from Donald Trump, 
including antisemitic imagery.

During the presidential 
election campaign Trump 
tweeted an image of Hillary 
Clinton against a backdrop of 
dollar bills and the Star of David 
with the caption, “Most corrupt 
candidate ever!”

Bowers’s rampage shows that, 
once unleashed, the forces of the 
far right have a life of their own. 

Rather than referencing 

Trump as an inspiration, he 
criticised the racist US president 
for not being racist enough.

“Trump is a globalist, not a 
nationalist,” he posted on social 
media platform Gab. “There is 
no #MAGA as long as there is a 
kike infestation.”

Pipe bombs were sent to 
various Trump critics and 
Democratic Party politicians last 
week. Among them was George 
Soros, the billionaire political 
activist and donor.

Figurehead
Soros has become a figurehead 
for the antisemitic lie that 
Jewish people control the world 
through secret networks. 

Last week Trump claimed 
Soros is funding the migrant 
caravan that is heading through 
Mexico toward the US border.

He has also begun referring to 
migrants as “invaders”, a term 
widely used by fascists.

There’s a danger that the 
outrage and horror at the attacks 
only benefits the Democratic 

Party in the midterm elections. 
Democratic politicians have 

shied away from criticising 
Trump too harshly because their 
own party’s record is so bad.

A movement capable of 
pushing the far right back 
must be independent of the 
Democrats.

In Britain, some people have 
disgracefully tried to use the 
atrocity to further their attacks 
on the left. 

An article shared by Labour 
Against Antisemitism said 
antisemitism “is the one thing 
the extremists on the left and 
the extremists on the right can 
agree on”.

Euan Philipps of Labour 
Against Antisemitism went even 
further. 

In a hastily deleted tweet, he 
said Hornsey and Wood Green 
Labour’s message of condolence 
to the victims was “weasel 
words” because it supports 
Jewish Voice for Labour (JVL). 

JVL defends the right to 
criticise Israel.

 Corruption destroyed the PT
THE WORKERS’ Party 
(PT)’s credibility 
was destroyed by its 
record of 13 years in 
office. 

Huge corruption by 
PT officials involving 
allocating contracts 
for state-owned oil 
company Petrobras 
undermined the 
party’s support.

This helped 
Bolsonaro pose as 
an anti-corruption 

crusader—while 
allying with corrupt 
elements in Brazilian 
society.

The corruption 
scandal of the PT, 
including jailed former 
president Lula, soured 
the party’s image for 
millions. And Lula’s 
successor Dilma 
Rousseff heaped the 
cost of the economic 
crisis on the backs of 
ordinary Brazilians.Former president Lula

BACK STORY
Far right Jair Bolsonaro is the 
new president of Brazil
lBolsonaro won after a vicious 
campaign where he attacked 
minorities and the left
lBig business has warmed to 
him and his main support comes 
from a new middle class
lBut the failings and corruption 
of the Workers’ Party (PT) is also 
to blame for his victory
lBolsonaro’s win is another sign 
of the rise of the global far right—
and it must be urgently resisted

UNITED STATES
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Sajid Javid

IN BRIEF 
 Families and Friends march  
 demands action over deaths
THE ANNUAL United 
Families and Friends 
Campaign march 
took place in central 
London last Saturday.

Over 200 people 
marched to remember 
the thousands who 
have died after 
coming into contact 
with the police, and to 
demand change.

“We’re here to 
deliver a letter 
to Theresa May,” 
Mohammed Yaqub 
told Socialist Worker. 

His son Yassar 
was shot dead by the 
police in January 2017 
on the M62 motorway 
near Huddersfield.

“It’s destroyed 
our family,” said 
Mohammed. “It’s 
made my wife ill, it’s 
made me ill. 

“But still we came 
here today to demand 
justice.”

Carol Neville’s son 
David died after being 
restrained by cops 

in Islington, north 
London, in 2013.

She said she felt 
“completely let down”.

“We haven’t seen 
any justice,” she said.

“The police clearly 
lied about what 
happened.”

The family and 
friends of Nuno 
Cardoso came on this 
year’s march.

Nuno died after 

being restrained by 
cops in November last 
year.

Rapper Ambush, 
Nuno’s cousin, said 
police have “questions 
to answer”.

Kadisha Brown-
Burrell, sister of 
Kingsley Burrell, led 
chants of, “No justice, 
no peace!” as the 
protest arrived at 
Downing Street.

ON THE march in London  Picture: Guy Smallman

 Sajid Javid is forced to say  
 sorry for hostile DNA checks
TORY HOME secretary 
Sajid Javid was forced 
to apologise last 
week after the Home 
Office demanded DNA 
samples from some 
migrants. 

Some 449 migrants 
were asked for DNA 
samples under 
the Tories’ “hostile 
environment” policy. 

They were seeking 
to move to Britain on 
the basis of a family 
relationship. 

A large number 
of them were Royal 
Gurkha Rifles soldiers 

from Nepal and 
people who translated 
for the British in 
Afghanistan. 

Despite having 
served British 
imperialism, the 
British state has still 
meted out this sort 
of racist treatment to 
them. 

The Immigration 
Act 2014, which 
made the “hostile 
environment” into law, 
should be scrapped. 

 AfD breakthrough in Hesse
THE FAR right 
Alternative for 
Germany (AfD) 
party scored another 
breakthrough in 
regional elections in 
Hesse on Sunday.

It tripled its share 
of the vote to 13 
percent allowing it to 
pass the 5 percent 
threshold for winning 
MPs in the central 
German state. 

The result follows a 
similar breakthrough 
in regional elections 
in Bavaria at the start 
of this month.

The ruling parties 

of the “grand 
coalition”—the 
conservative CDU and 
Labour-type SPD—
saw their support 
collapse.

Chancellor (prime 
minister) Angela 
Merkel’s conservative 
CDU party dropped 
from 38 percent to 27 
percent. 

The CDU has ruled 
Hesse as part of a 
coalition with the 
Green Party since 
2013.

The SPD received 
one of its worst 
parliamentary 

election results since 
1887—when the party 
was banned from 
campaigning under 
the “anti-socialist 
laws”.

The Green Party, 
whose vote almost 
doubled to 20 
percent, picked up 
a lot of support by 
pitching to the left on 
refugees. 

The left wing Die 
Linke also saw its vote 
rise slightly.

Merkel’s 
concessions to racists 
boosted the AfD.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

GLOBAL MENACE OF FAR 
RIGHT CAN BE BEATEN

A 
FASCIST gunned 
down 11 Jewish 
people at a synagogue 
in Pittsburgh, in the 
US, last week. 

Judah Samet, who survived the 
mass murder of the Holocaust, 
narrowly missed death by being 
four minutes late for a service.

Racism of the sort spread by 
Donald Trump is responsible for 
the horror at the Tree of Life 
synagogue. 

The killings added to the sense 
of fear and outrage that a far right 
juggernaut keeps advancing in 
country after country. 

The next day businessman Jair 
Bolsonaro decisively won the 
presidential election in Brazil. 

Bolsonaro is an open admirer 
of the murderous military junta 
that ruled the country between 
1964 and 1985. 

He hates black people, women 
and LGBT+ rights.

The rise of the likes of 
Bolsonaro is a sign of a capitalist 
society in crisis. 

Across the world ruling classes 
are ramping up racism against 
Muslims, migrants and refugees to 
divide working class people. 

This state-sponsored racism 
normalises and legitimises the far 

right’s views within wider society 
and helps it to grow.

And sometimes sections of 
the ruling class can look towards 
more authoritarian figures in 
the hope of protecting their 
system. Bolsonaro, for instance, 
is championed by powerful 
agribusiness interests. 

In the 1930s the crisis was so 
great that the German ruling class 
handed power to the Nazis. 

Fascism aims to build a 
movement that can terrorise 
the left, minorities and ultimately 
smash workers’ organisation and 
all democracy. 

It is a fundamental break 
with other forms of right wing 
authoritarianism. Society hasn’t 

reached the same level of crisis 
for the ruling class to hand 
political power to the fascists. 
That doesn’t mean the fascists 
aren’t very dangerous—or won’t 
grow more powerful.

This is an urgent moment 
where passivity and retreat 
cannot be the answer.

The thugs around Nazi Tommy 
Robinson have the potential to 
mobilise thousands. 

We need a mass movement to 
break the fascists’ confidence on 
the streets and take on the wider 
racism that fuels them. 

The national demonstration on 
17 November is a key chance to 
strengthen our side. Everyone has 
to build that demonstration.

There was a third warning 
during the weekend of horror last 
week.  

The far right AfD saw another 
breakthrough at regional 
parliamentary elections in Hesse. 

It was a further blow to 
defenders of the “liberal centre”.
But “centrist” establishment 
politics is no way to stop the right.  

The threat of the far right 
requires a much bigger challenge 
to the capitalist system that 
produces the horrors of last 
weekend. 

SCRAP UNIVERSAL CREDIT 
 TORY CHANCELLOR Philip 

Hammond threw more 
money at the hated Universal 

Credit (UC) benefit in this week’s 
budget. MPs’ fears of unrest 
because of the impact of UC 
forced his hand.

The money won’t stop 
claimants being pushed further 
into poverty. It’s a desperate 
attempt to keep a rotten scheme 
going that should be scrapped.

MPs on the Public Accounts 
Committee found that UC is 
causing “unacceptable hardship 

and difficulties” for many in a 
report last week. They said the 
government’s “fortress mentality” 
means ministers are in “denial” 
about it.

An investigation by the 
Observer newspaper on 
Sunday found that UC is fuelling 
homelessness. One homeless 
shelter said a third of its clients 
were there partly due to UC.

And a food bank supplier 
warned it might have to cut its 
distribution to cope with the full 
rollout of UC—due to begin on 

Wednesday. But the supplier has 
already nearly run out of food at 
least three times this year.

“Universal credit leads to an 
increase in food bank usage,” said 
Dave Simmers from Community 
Food Initiatives North East. “Our 
concern is how on earth do we 
manage to support people. 

“It’s a scary time ahead.”
More money for UC isn’t a 

gain for claimants. It means the 
blinkered Tories are determined 
to stick with it. We need to keep 
fighting to scrap UC.

This is an urgent 
moment where 
passivity and 
retreat cannot  
be the answer

‘‘ 
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 White House can’t  
 trump socialism
THE TRUMP administration is full of surprises. The White 
House’s Council of Economic Advisers (CEA) has just 
published a 72-page report called, “The Opportunity 
Costs of Socialism.”

The most interesting passage in its report comes in the 
opening sentences. “Coincident with the 200th anniversary 
of Karl Marx’s birth, socialism is making a comeback in 
American political discourse,” it says. 

“Detailed policy proposals from self-declared socialists are 
gaining support in Congress and among much of the younger 
electorate.” The main “self-declared socialist” in the White 
House’s sights is, of course, Bernie Sanders. 

Sanders’ bid for the Democratic presidential nomination 
in 2016 represents a particular danger for Donald Trump. 
He showed himself able to appeal to many of the same 
discontented blue-collar voters who tipped the scales in the 
Republicans’ favour.

His most popular policy proposal was for a single-payer 
healthcare system—something resembling the NHS. 

This was shunned by mainstream Democrats such as 
Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton. But it would represent 
a huge improvement on the current system dominated by 
private healthcare and insurance companies.

Sanders isn’t a particularly radical socialist—more a 
European-style social democrat. So the CEA spends a lot 
of time criticising Nordic societies where social democratic 
parties similar to Labour in Britain were long dominant. 

But it also targets Stalinist states such as the Soviet Union, 
China under Mao Zedong, Cuba and so on.

This has two aims. First, to smear the likes of Sanders by 
association with gigantic catastrophes such as the forced 
collectivisation of agriculture in Stalinist Russia and Mao’s 
“Great Leap Forward”.

Secondly, to rehearse the traditional critique of socialism 
made by free-market economists, namely that a planned 
economy is necessarily less efficient than the market.

All of this leaves out of account that the Stalinist regimes 
represented a complete distortion of the revolutionary Karl 
Marx’s original conception of socialism. That is, the  
self-emancipation of the working class. 

Democratic
Real socialism would be a self-managed economy run by 
democratic collectives of the “associated producers,” as Marx 
put it. Planning in this society would not be based on the 
kind of centralised command system built up under Stalin. 

It would be on the basis of democratic coordination and 
negotiation between these collectives.

Moreover, many of the CEA’s shots fall well wide of the 
mark. The report ignores contemporary China. There, the 
Communist Party has presided over an extremely dynamic 
state capitalist economy integrated into the world market. 

This is very far from the pure market economy imagined 
by neoliberals.

The CEA makes much of the fact that national income per 
head is about a fifth higher in the United States than in the 
Nordic countries. But just relying on gross domestic product 
(GDP) to measure well-being has long been discredited. 

The United Nations Development Programme has 
constructed a Human Development Index (HDI). This takes 
into account not just GDP but life expectancy and education. 
In the 2018 HDI Norway comes first, Sweden 7th, and 
Denmark 11th, all ahead of the United States at 13.

The difference must reflect the effects of the healthcare 
and education offered by the developed welfare states 
in Scandinavia. These collective services don’t figure in 
individual incomes.

Moreover, the liberal American economist Paul Krugman 
suggests that “much of the gap in real GDP represents a 
choice, not a cost. 

“Nordic workers have much more vacation, much more 
time for family and leisure, than their counterparts in our ‘no 
vacation nation’.”

As the CEA admits, the Nordic societies represent 
a compromise with capitalism. In recent decades this 
compromise has been breaking down everywhere under the 
pressure of economic crises and neoliberal policies.

No wonder that there is growing interest in a real socialist 
alternative to capitalism.

HAMMOND PREPARES to deliver his budget 

 Philip Hammond’s budget is  
 not the end of Tory austerity
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

TORY chancellor Philip 
Hammond’s budget on 
Monday confirmed that 
austerity is not over. 

Ins tead he  c la imed, 
vaguely, that it was “finally 
coming to an end”. 

What this really means is 
that billions of pounds of cuts 
previously announced by the 
Tories are still to come.

For instance Hammond 
boasted of giving an “extra” 
£650 million to social care. 
But councils—which fund 
social care—still face £1.3 bil-
lion of cuts over the next year.

That means the coun-
cils’ funding crisis—which is 
pushing many local authori-
ties to the brink of bank-
ruptcy—will get worse.

Similarly the promise of a 
one-off £400 million payment 
to buy equipment for schools 
will not impress teachers or 
parents. It actually comes 
down to about £10,000 per 
primary school, or £50,000 
per secondary school.

Shortfall
Schools in England suffer 
from a £2 billion shortfall 
in funding a year. The “little 
extras” Hammond said the 
£400 million would pay for 
won’t cover the everyday 
basics.

And his pledge of £20 bil-
lion more for the NHS by 

2023 is nowhere near what’s 
needed as it enters yet 
another winter crisis. This is 
actually a rehash of a promise 
made earlier this year—not a 
new announcement. 

And the Tories are still 
demanding that the NHS 
makes £22 billion in “effi-
ciency savings” by 2020/21. 

Plus, the “new” money 
comes with the price of fur-
ther reforms in a 10-year plan 
for the NHS.

Hammond’s  attempts 
to claim that austerity is 
“coming to an end” shows 
that the Tories fear people’s 
anger could boost Jeremy 
Corbyn and the Labour Party.

Even reactionary Tory 
MP Jacob Rees-Mogg said 

the government had to look 
at the rollout of Universal 
Credit (UC) benefit.

Hammond announced 
£1.7 billion in funding to 
increase the UC work allow-
ance—the amount some 
people can earn before they 
start losing the benefit—by 
£1,000 a year. 

That won’t stop the desti-
tution millions of vulnerable 
people face on UC.

Freeze
There are still no above-infla-
tion pay rises for public sector 
workers after an almost  
decade-long pay freeze. So in 
real terms that’s yet another 
pay cut. 

And the benefits freeze 
won’t be lifted either—
another cut for the poorest 
in society.

Meanwhile Hammond’s 
real giveaway was for the 
better off. 

The income threshold for 
paying the top rate of tax was 
raised to £50,000.  

Taking money off the cor-
porations and rich could fund 
the NHS, schools, higher 
wages and the end of aus-
terity. But that will mean a 
fight to boot the Tories out 
of office.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Behind NHS pledge
HAMMOND’S 10-year 
NHS plan promised 
a new mental health 
crisis service. 

This will be set up 
through £2 billion of 
funding by 2023/24.

This is supposedly 
about helping a growing 
number of people who 
can’t access mental 
health services until 
they reach crisis point.

Those services at 

A&E departments and 
local authorities have 
been slashed during 
the last eight years. 

And helping people 
with mental distress 
should not just be 
about waiting until they 
reach crisis point.

There should be 
proper funding for all 
mental health services 
across the NHS and 
local authorities.

Tories fear a boost for Corbyn
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 Frackers all  
 shaken up  
 as tremors  
pause work
Bosses’ claims that fracking is safe 
have been rumbled by activists and 
small earthquakes, says Sarah Bates

FRACKING OPERATIONS have 
been paused due to earth trem-
ors at the Preston New Road 
(PNR) site in Lancashire. 

The British Geological Survey 
(BGS) said 28 “seismic events” have 
happened near the site since frack-
ing started on 15 October. 

These movements, although too 
minor to be felt on the ground, have 
forced fracking company Cuadrilla 
to suspend operations three times. 

Fracking is a process that injects 
millions of litres of water, sand 
and chemicals into rock formations 
miles underground. 

The pressure created by the 
stream of liquid cracks rocks to 
release shale gas or oil. 

But if the pressure builds up 
enough the tectonic plates can slip, 
causing tremors underground.

These are measured in units of 
local magnitude (ML).

As Socialist Worker went to 
press there had been four readings 
of at least 0.5 ML, which count as 
a red alert and means work should 
be immediately suspended for 18 
hours. Equipment should also be 
checked and further seismic events 
monitored.

Counted
But Cuadrilla denied one of these 
readings counted as it happened 
after fracking had finished, which 
is known as a trailing event.

If a tremor is measured up to 0.5 
ML it counts as an “amber alert”, 
which means fracking can continue 
but pressure should 
be reduced and 
equipment should 
be checked.

So far, there 
have been two 
such readings at 
PNR—0.4 on 23 
October and 0.3 
on 25 October.

Campaigners 
say  the  earth-
quakes, which were 
highly likely to be 
caused by fracking 
at the Preese Hall 

shale gas well, are a major reason 
why operations should stop. 

A tremor in 2011 during a previ-
ous fracking exercise measured 2.3. 
It was felt by residents who woke in 
the night and there were reports of 
toppled traffic lights and a cracked 
railway bridge.

This caused fracking at the 
Preese Hall site—also carried out 
by Cuadrilla—to stop immediately. 

The firm commissioned a report 
into the earthquake, which recom-
mended the “traffic light” system 
currently in place at PNR. 

But earthquakes aren’t the only 
source of headaches for fossil fuel 
fat cats. 

Trusted
A parliamentary debate on “local 
involvement in shale gas develop-
ment” was set for Wednesday this 
week. Some Tory MPs were set to 
rebel—though they can’t be trusted. 

Many have constituencies that 
sit in affected areas and are wor-
ried about getting re-elected if cen-
tral government continue to force 
through fracking. 

Details of a meeting between 
Tory energy minister Claire Perry 
and fracking companies were 
revealed last week. 

She met with Cuadrilla and other 
oil and gas companies on 21 May 
this year, and the minutes of the 
meeting were released under a free-
dom of information request.

In it, Perry pledged that the Tories 
m a k e the case for shale gas to “get 

past myths on the topic”.
But earthquakes at 
PNR show that con-

cerns about frack-
ing aren’t a fic-
tion, but based 
on real  fears 
about the effects 
on what an Earth-
destroying indus-
try can do.

I t ’ s  t i m e 
Cuadrilla fracked 

off and left fossil fuels 
where they belong—in 

the ground.

THE ANTI-FRACKING movement has seen some large protests in Lancashire Pictures: John Atkinson

Flu vaccine crisis looms after years of 
Tory budget cuts and selloffs in NHS
AN EAST London GP has warned 
that elderly people could die this 
winter because of flu vaccine 
shortages.

Jackie from Tower Hamlets told 
Socialist Worker there was “total 
chaos” across GP surgeries. Her 
warning came as the NHS faces a 
winter crisis and flu variety even 
worse than last year.

“The winter crisis is already 
upon us,” she said.

“Ultimately, the worst possible 
scenario is that people will die 
because they didn’t get the vaccine 
when they needed to.”

GP surgeries have been 
reporting a shortage of the new 
seasonal flu vaccines designed for 
people over 65 years old.

Turned
“In our surgery we don’t have any 
for over 65s,” said Jackie. “I know 
of GP practices in Hackney and the 
Lake District where people have 
turned up to get their vaccines and 
been told they’ve run out.”

There has been a phased roll-out 
of the new Adjuvanted Trivalent 
Vaccine (aTIV) from manufacturer 
Seqirus. The plan was for 40 
percent to be delivered in 
September, 20 percent in October 

and 40 percent in November.
Jackie said, “It’s good to get them 

early, not wait until November.”
NHS England and 

pharmaceuticals bosses have said 
there are enough supplies for over 
65s to get vaccination this winter.

Yet an NHS England circular 
from 13 September showed that 
bosses were preparing for supply 
problems. “If limited aTIV stock is 
available those aged over 75 years 
and those aged 65 to 74 years with 
an underlying clinical risk factor 
should be prioritised,” it said.

Jackie said, “It’s something 
that we’ve been flagging up 
for months—people could see 

it coming.” The NHS England 
circular said all over 65s “should 
be directed to the local pharmacy 
in the first instance”.

But Jackie said, “There will be 
a lot of people who are normally 
vaccinated in GP surgeries who 
won’t get it done this year,” 
she said. “Some people aren’t 
organised enough to go out and 
ask for it.”

Administering
Flu vaccinations are provided 
by GP surgeries and some other 
providers. 

The amount of money received 
for administering each vaccination 
has also gone up to £9.48.

The Tories’ years of budget cuts 
and privatisation have caused the 
NHS winter crisis. They will be 
responsible for any deaths that 
result from it.

The flu vaccine crisis shows the 
irrationality of a health service that 
is increasingly run like a private 
business and subject to market 
competition. 

The manufacture and 
distribution of drugs should be 
brought under public ownership 
and control.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

BACK STORY
Flu vaccines for the over 65s are 
in short supply
lGP surgeries are already 
struggling to cope with “chaos”
lHealth bosses have publicly 
claimed that everything is fine
lBut an internal NHS circular 
shows that at risk people are 
being prioritised, a sign of a 
coming crisis
lTory cuts lie behind the chaos

Cops take away a 
protester at PNR 
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Ten dead in
latest wave 
of Israel’s 
slaughter
Over 100 airstrikes blighted Gaza in 
just one night, but Palestinians are 
still resisting, says Nick Clark

ISRAELI FORCES killed at least 
ten Palestinians—including 
three children—last weekend. 
They were the latest victims 
of an attempt to crush popular 
Palestinian resistance. 

Three Palestinian teenagers were 
killed by an Israeli airstrike near 
the border between Israel and the 
besieged Gaza Strip on Sunday. 
They were 14 year old Khalid Abu 
Said, 13 year old Abdelhamid 
Abu Dhaher and 13 year old  
Muhammed al-Satari.

It followed a night of airstrikes 
in which Israel bombed the Gaza 
Strip close to 100 times, and a 
new onslaught of violence against 
Palestinian protesters on Friday.

Israeli soldiers shot and killed six 
Palestinians on a demonstration of 
at least 16,000 people at the border 
between Gaza and Israel on Friday.

Another  Pa les t in ian  man, 
Othman Ladadwa, was shot in 
the back by Israeli forces in the 
occupied West Bank. Israeli forces 
fired on Palestinians during a clash 
with Israeli settlers, who seize 
Palestinian land then try to drive 
Palestinians out.

Israel later bombed some 95 sites 
in Gaza after Palestinian resist-
ance factions launched rockets in 
 retaliation for the killings.

The Gaza protest was the latest 
in a series of mass demonstra-
tions—known as the Great March 
of Return—that began in March. 

Coordination
At least 217 Palestinians have been 
killed by Israel since then, accord-
ing to the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs. And at least 160 of those 
have been killed on the Great March 
of Return protests.

The demonstrations demand an 
end to the siege of Gaza and the 
right of Palestinians to return to 
the land they were expelled from 
in 1948.

Some 850,000 Palestinians were 
forced from their homes in 1948.

But Israel refuses to allow 
Palestinian refugees to return 

because it views the presence of 
Arabs as a threat to its existence. 

It says that demanding the right 
of return for refugees and their 
descendants is antisemitic because 
it spells the end of Israel as a Jewish 
state.

Earlier this year the Israeli gov-
ernment approved a law enshrining 
racism against Palestinians in its 
constitution. It says only Jewish 
people have the right to citizenship 
inside Israel’s borders.

The law is designed to ensure that 
Palestinians remain subordinated.

The siege of Gaza—now more 
than 11 years old—has also pushed 
the enclave into a humanitarian 
crisis.

Palestinians in Gaza live with 
just a few hours of electricity a day, 
extremely limited access to water, 
shortages of medicine and mass 
unemployment.

Rage at the crisis has fuelled 
the mass weekly protests. But 
last month Israeli prime minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu threatened 
war as Palestinian resistance 
continued.

“We are preparing militarily,” 
he said. “This is not an empty 
statement.”

On other pages...
Arrests, torture and repression in 
Saudi Arabia >>Page 15

MORE ONLINE
For more on Palestine and Israel 
visit socialistworker.co.uk
lWhy Israel is a racist state
bit.ly/IsraelRacist
lBloody Balfour’s century of 
oppression in Palestine
bit.ly/BloodyBalfour
lThe First Intifada—30 years 
since Palestinians rose up 
against Israel
bit.ly/Intifada30
lOslo deal betrayed Palestinians
bit.ly/OsloDeal

Anti-racist opposition across Italy
by OLIVIA ALESSI

“IN MY country nobody is 
a foreigner!” This slogan 
summarised a day of national 
mobilisation in Italy on Saturday 
last week.

It was organised to oppose far 
right interior minister Matteo 
Salvini’s security decree—and 
more generally against the 
government’s policies. 

The government promotes 
policies aimed at cutting 
migrants’ access to public 
services, criminalising solidarity 
and enshrining racism in the law.

The populist Five Star 
Movement (M5S) governs in 
coalition with the far right 
League. 

Racist and xenophobic groups 
are confident enough to march 
on the streets.

But anti-fascists and 
anti-racists are marching as well.

The Cobas trade union 
organised a demonstration in 
Rome. It was fighting “against 
the repressive and racist policies 
of the     
fascist-Lega-M5S government”. 

It came a day after mass 
strikes in the public sector over 
wages, conditions and pensions.  

The political parties on the 
left took part in local events, 
but mostly not in a centrally 
organised form. There was 
nothing but silence from the 
national leadership of the social 
democratic PD party.

German forest under threat
A WEEKEND of action 
in Germany, saw 
thousands of activists 
oppose plans to tear 
down parts of an 
ancient forest.

Some 6,000 
protesters descended 
on the Hambach coal 
mine to resist mining 
company RWE’s plans 
to fell the last 250 
acres of a 12,000 
year-old forest. 
Over 4,000 people 
occupied the railway 

track for two days, 
blocking the supply of 
coal to nearby power 
stations. A smaller 
group also occupied 
the coal excavator for 
several hours.

Police used 
violence including 
water cannons to 
clear the protesters.

The plans to 
destroy the last 
remnants of 
Hambach forest has 
resulted in a pitched 

battle between 
campaigners—some 
of who are living in 
tree houses—and the 
fossil fuel giant. 

But as the RWE 
come closer to tree 
felling, the pressure is 
increasing.

The mass protest 
was organised 
by Ende Gelende 
(End the Site), a 
campaigning group 
against the coal 
industry.

PALESTINIANS STAND among the rubble of buildings flattened by airstrikes in Gaza last week 

FIGURE IT OUT
 40  billion pounds. That’s 

fossil fuel giant RWE’s 
revenue in 2017 

 12  thousand years. How 
long the Hambuch 
Forest has stood 

 12  years left to stop the 
earth’s temperature 
rising to a level 
that would cause 
catastrophic climate 
change. That's 
according to the 
IPCC

Italy's interior minister Matteo Salvini
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Good to see 
women fight
THE STRIKE for equal 
pay by council workers 
in Glasgow is brilliant—
it shows the power of 
women!

Whizzy Wickinson
On Facebook

Remember 
Obama crimes
I READ your article 
about the 8,000 
migrants from Honduras 
in Central America 
marching on the US 
border (Socialist Worker, 
24 October). 

It should make all 
those Barack Obama 
fawners still out there 
think.

“The mainly Honduran 
migrants are fleeing 
violence and poverty 
which US foreign policy 
is largely responsible 
for,” said your article. 

In 2009 the US-
backed a coup in the 
country and installed 
a vicious regime that 
pushed through free 
market reforms. And 
that was carried out with 
Obama’s knowledge. 

Fleck Fletcher 
On Facebook

Ruling class 
predicts a riot
FORMER TORY prime 
minister John Major said 
he feared the roll out of 
Universal Credit could 
spark riots  
(Socialist Worker,  
24 October). 

It’s good when the 
state fears the people, 
but bad when the people 
fear the state.

Militie Zonder Grenzen
On Facebook

Trump is part 
of the system
I WAS horrified to read 
that Donald Trump has 
threatened to build up 
the US’s nuclear arsenal 
as a warning to other 
countries.  

And I was equally 
horrified by the response 
from some parts of the 
media.

One BBC journalist 
suggested that it’s 
just “the way that the 
president negotiates”.

Trump is particularly 
horrific.

But all establishment 
politicians and their 
hangers-on would be 
willing to risk our lives 
with threats of nuclear 
war to appear strong on 
the world stage. 

Becky Sedley
Central London

People’s Vote isn’t left wing, 
but don’t dismiss marchers  
I SHUDDER to think that I’m part 
of the same movement as Tory 
MPs, war criminals Alastair 
Campbell and Tony Blair and their 
like.   

And I cringe when Remainers 
such as Labour peer Lord Adonis 
make patronising remarks about 
people who voted to leave.

So why did I join the People’s 
Vote march last Saturday alongside 
all the pro-European Union (EU) 
types? 

Because the Leave side is worse. 
Look who is leading it. They are 

not by any stretch of the 
imagination socialist, green, 
egalitarian or democratic. 

The Leave campaign leaders are 
disaster capitalists. 

They want Britain to move 
away from pesky EU laws on tax, 
environment and workers’ 
rights—no matter how timid they 
are. 

This is so they can live out 
their Thatcherite fantasy and gut 
our land, our society, and our 
lives. 

They have all admitted their 
love of Thatcherism.

They spent their formative years 
in Eton public school, Harvard 
University or the City of London.

The left is not leading the 
campaign against the EU. 

Only one person has ever told 
me that they voted to leave the EU 
because it’s a neoconservative 
capitalist institution. 

And he’s a mate of mine with 
the same left wing books on his 
shelves.

So I joined the People’s Vote 

march because the enemy of my 
enemy is my friend. 

At least until Jeremy Corbyn 
gets into Downing Street, the other 
side can sod off.

Benn Jamieson
Ross-on-Wye

nTHERE WERE more than a few 
celebratory and dismissive 
comments on my Facebook 
timeline about the People’s Vote 
march. 

At the risk of alienating all, I 
think both views are wrong.

The march was led by people 
who have no quarrel with 
capitalism.

They have no quarrel with a 
decade of austerity and no quarrel 
with a Fortress Europe which has 

claimed the lives of thousands of 
refugees in the Mediterranean. 

But that wasn’t why a lot of the 
people marched. 

The friends of mine who 
marched are the same people I’ve 
fought with against academies and 
racism and for trade union rights 
and the NHS.

It is a huge error to put faith in 
the European Union and dismiss 
the vast bulk of the Brexit vote as 
a grunt by the racist, reactionary, 
great unwashed. 

What the Tories and New Labour 
did to public services, the trade 
union laws, fracking, racist 
scapegoating and privatisation all 
happened without any challenge 
from the EU.

Yes the Tories want to be 
worse—but it is an error to see the 
EU as a barrier to right wing, 
pro-business governments.

To those who marched to defend 
public services and stand against 
racism, I think you need to take 
that energy in a different 
direction.

We have to become our own 
bulwark to the bosses and their ilk 
in parliament. 

We need anti-capitalist, anti-
racist, pro-environment, pro-NHS, 
pro-equality movements in trade 
unions and on the streets.

A People’s Vote is the wrong 
strategy. 

The real people’s vote should be 
a general election to kick this 
racist, ruling class Tory shambles 
out. 

Doug Morgan
Birmingham

Racist Rod  
writes lies 
RESIDENTS OF Tower 
Hamlets were supposed to 
be thrilled by getting 
name-checked in Rod 
Liddle’s Sunday Times 
column last week.

The definitely non-racist 
pundit Liddle suggested 
that supporters of Anjem 
Choudary blow themselves 
up in our east London 
borough.

Left wing “snowflakes” 
like us readers of Socialist 
Worker might think that 
suggesting Muslims are 
blown up is racist. 

But that’s because we 
don’t understand that 
Tower Hamlets is 
apparently already 
governed by the iron fist of 
Sharia law.  

Surprising, isn’t it? 
Neither myself nor any of 
the 304,000 residents of 
Tower Hamlets realised we 
live in an “Islamic State”.

Bethan Turner
East London

Separated 
by the state 
THE CAGE detainee rights 
organisation recently held 
a successful meeting in 
Birmingham to highlight 
how the state separates 
parents and children.

Separation takes place 
under the “Prevent” 
strategy, which targets 
Muslims for signs of 
“radicalisation”. 

Cage is organising to 
open a branch in 
Birmingham to challenge 
Prevent authority and 
support local families

Mirfat Sulaiman
Birmingham

Scared of 
solidarity
I RECENTLY asked my 
Unison union branch 
officers if we could arrange 
solidarity visits from 
Birmingham home care 
strikers.

The response I got was, 
“We’ve just settled a new 
deal with care workers here 
and they might think they 
could do better if they meet 
with a load of strikers.” 

Socialist Worker is 
always saying that union 
leaders won’t lead struggle 
unless they’re pushed. 

I’ve never heard this 
proven so succinctly before. 

A Unison member
Address provided

Just a 
thought...

Warmonger Alastair Campbell 



THE WOMEN
THAT  MAKE 
GLASGOW ARE...

W
ORKING c lass 
w o m e n  m a k e 
Glasgow. That’s 
the message sent 
out by last week’s 
stunning 48-hour 

strike as Glasgow City Council 
(GCC) services ground to a halt.

Some 8,000 workers in education, 
care, cleaning and catering services 
walked out in a battle for pay justice 
that has lasted 12 years. Hundreds 
more struck in solidarity.

Every primary, nursery and addi-
tional needs school was closed, and 
a reduced “life and limb cover” was 
offered in adult social care.

And up to 10,000 strikers and sup-
porters marched through the city to a 
strike rally on the doorstep of council 
office the Civic Chambers. 

Unison and GMB union members 
are fighting GCC to get the wages 
they are owed after suffering from a 
discriminatory pay scheme. Many of 
the women are so low paid they work 
two or three jobs just to survive. 

Kathy Houston was striking for the 
first time in her life. 

On a normal day she starts her first 
shift at 7am as a school janitor. At 3pm 
she travels to her second job at another 
school and works for three and a half 
hours as a cleaning supervisor. 

‘Open their gobs’
She told Socialist Worker that a finan-
cial settlement would let her “take a 
bit of pressure off”. 

Kathy—who took her grandchild 
and great-grandchild on the strike 
rally—worked a third job starting at 
5am until a stroke last year forced her 
to quit. She’s determined to get the 
council to “open their gobs and talk”. 

“They’re worrying about paying 
the money but they’re quick to take 
council tax”, she said. 

Roseanne Melrose worked as a 
catering assistant for 26 years. She 
works at both a breakfast club and 
a dinner club—two different jobs—
because “they don’t pay me enough 
so I need two”. 

Roseanne said, “12 years is a long 
time. I’m fighting for my granbairns. 
Woman or man, you’re doing the 
same job, you need the same money.”

Her school, Drumchapel High, 
remained open during the strike but 
operated without a kitchen. 

She said the experience of strik-
ing was “emotional”. “It feels like 
Christmas,” she said. “So many people 
have come here to fight for us.”

The low-paid women are strug-
gling against the Workforce Pay 
and Benefits Review job evaluation 
scheme that was imposed by GCC in 
2006. The review was supposed to 

make sure women and men received 
equal pay for jobs of the same value. 
But it offered extra protection for 
men’s bonuses and discriminated 
against part time workers—who are 
overwhelmingly women.

Action 4 Equality—the legal team 
representing the women—said 
they’ve received up to £3 an hour 
less than men. The final bill for GCC 
could reach up to £1 billion.

The first day of action on Tuesday 
of last week culminated in a huge 
strike rally organised by the Scottish 
Trades Union Congress (STUC).

In a powerful moment it opened 
with a minute’s silence for all the 
workers who have died during the 
12 years of the pay fight.

Take notice
Lynne Henderson, STUC president, 
said that women work “part time, 
full time, every time, all the time. 
We work at work and we work in 
our house”.

She added, “Equal pay is yours 
in the law, but until it’s yours in the 
bank in your purse you must stick 
together.”

But the most prominent voices 
came from striking workers.

Unison steward Lynn Marie O’Hara, 
a cleaning supervisor at a care home, 
said workers were “the invisible”.

But she told strikers, “We are 
incredibly visible now. We have 
walked away and our members made 
Glasgow stop.”

Speaking to Socialist Worker on a 
picket line the following day, Lynn 
Marie said the strike would make 
council bosses listen. “The city has 
been crippled,” she said. “City lead-
ers will have to take notice.”

Many workers said this action was 
about much more than equal pay. 

Jane, a home carer for over 18 
years, said, “This is the start of us 

opening our mouths and 
the start of us saying 
something now.”

She pointed to worsen-
ing conditions for carers, 

who mainly work on 
their own. Carers 
are out “in red 
weather warnings, 
but we still make 
all our calls,” she 
explained.

J a n e  s a i d 
changes three years 
ago mean many of her 
colleagues work seven 
days on, seven days 
off shift patterns. 

M a n a g e m e n t 
sold these changes 
a s   p r o v i d i n g 

Glasgow council—  
12 years of shame 
2006 Glasgow City Council 
(GCC) implements its new job 
evaluation scheme the Workforce 
Pay and Benefits Review 
2009 Workers start to challenge 
their pay through employment 
tribunals
May 2017 Scottish National Party 
wins minority control of GCC
August 2017 the Court of 
Session rules the review is 
discriminatory towards women
January 2018 GCC votes to sit 
down for talks with the unions 
and settle the claims
August 
2018 GCC 
suspends 
fortnightly 
talks, 
after no 
meaningful 
negotiations
September 
2018 
Workers return 
huge votes to 
strike in Cordia 
and education
October 2018 
8,000 workers walk out, 
effectively shutting down a 
huge raft of 
GCC services

“continuity” to service users, but work-
ers say up to four different carers can 
visit them each day. And Jane said a 
fight is brewing over working condi-
tions. Safety was a big worry for many 
carers, particularly those who work 
night shifts. 

Like many others, this was Jane’s 
first time on strike. “But we can fight 
for anything,” she said “We’ve got 
mouths now.”

Some say they’re now more deter-
mined to get active in their union. 

Josie Stewart, a cleaner and edu-
cation support worker, spoke to the 
strike rally. “After the strikes I’ve 
decided I want to be a union rep so I 
can stand up for people at work,” she 
told the crowd to roars of approval.

T
HE STRIKE is an inspir-
ing example of the 
power of workers as 
coordinated action by 
low-paid women shut 
down Scotland’s largest 

local authority. 
And the strikes also raise the ques-

tion of women’s oppression in society. 
Women are paid less because of 

historical sexism that allowed bosses 
to treat the work they tend to do as 
less important than the work men do. 

The global #MeToo and #TimesUp 
movements have raised issues of how 
women are treated. Campaigning on 
issues from sexual harassment to 
equal pay will be most powerful if it 
is linked to collective action.

The Glasgow strikes are a great 
example of the action we need. Union 
leaders must be pushed to move from 
good words to effective action.   

During the second day of action, 
GCC said it wanted to sit down 
for talks. Council bosses say they 
are determined to offer workers a 
 settlement by December. 

But with meaningful negotiations 
yet to take place, it’s highly unlikely 
a fair settlement can be reached in 
this timeframe. 

The Glasgow strikers are an inspi-
ration for the whole working class. 
Dismissed by council bosses, and 
ignored by successive administra-
tions, they are fighting back hard.

Last week’s strike has to be the 
start of the struggle. The strength of 
the action, and the solidarity strikers 
won, show the potential to win.

“It’s our money,” said catering 
assistant Margaret. “They’ve been told 
they have to pay, so they’ve got to.”

Margaret said she felt nervous 
before striking for the first time, but if 
she takes action again “all the nerves 
will be gone”.

“We know everyone supports us 
now,” she said. “If this doesn’t work 

Jane (right), a home carer for 
over 18 years

‘This is the start of us 
opening our mouths 
and the start of us 
saying something 
now’

Kathy Houston, a first-time 
striker, works two jobs

‘They’re worrying 
about paying the 
money but they’re 
quick to take council 
tax’

Lynn Marie O’Hara, Steward 
and care home worker (right)

‘We are incredibly 
visible now. We have 
walked away and our 
members made 
Glasgow stop’

Megan Doherty, health care 
worker and striker

‘The council say we’re 
family. When the bin 
workers came out I 
really felt like I was 
part of the family’

SNP and Labour are to blame
SUSAN AITKEN—featured on many 
strikers’ placards—has sat as 
council leader since May last year.

 Then the Scottish National 
Party (SNP) won control of 
Glasgow City Council from 
Scottish Labour.

Labour had controlled the 
authority for 37 years—and 
denied equal pay to women for 
decades.

That’s why it’s particularly 
galling for Scottish Labour leader 
Richard Leonard and others to be 
offering solidarity to the strikers. 

Leonard was also a GMB 
union official at the time the 
discriminatory pay deal was 
agreed.

Some 18 months after taking 
office, Aitken has yet to make 
good on her election promise to 
resolve the dispute. 

It’s right that workers fight 
against council bosses, regardless 
of their political hue. 

And Aitken’s inability to resolve 
the dispute isn’t the only thing 
that has workers raging at her.

Speaking to the Evening Times 
newspaper earlier this month 
Aitken said, “I’m not entirely sure 
the women know the basis on 
which they are striking.”

This is deeply patronising—and 
untrue.

Striker Sylvia said, “This is not 
a fight about party policy, not a 
fight about terms and conditions, 
this is about pay justice.”

She pointed out the council 
has spent “£2 million in court 
costs and QCs and what for? To 
stop pay justice, and stop low 
paid women getting what they 
deserve.”

Solidarity wins the day
THE FIGHT sparked a strike wave 
where other workers refused 
to cross their picket lines—and 
turned their fire on the bosses.

It was a fantastic response to 
Tory anti-union laws that deem 
solidarity strikes illegal. And it 
shows the laws can be defied.

School janitors and staff at 
land and environmental services, 
who maintain parks, roads and 
outdoor spaces, walked out during 
the second day of action.

One janitor told Socialist 
Worker that strikers “just had to 
stick at it and tough it out”.

“My wife is a home carer—she’s 
losing pay, I’m losing pay,” he 
said. “But it can be done.”

Bin workers struck on both 
days of the equal pay strike. They 
turned up to work at 6am but 
refused to take the wagons out 
after women set up a picket line.

When bosses at one depot told 
bin workers they wouldn’t be paid 
for the day, they walked out in 
response.

The solidarity action by around 
600 workers meant no bins were 
collected from the city’s nine 
depots during the 48-hour action.

One teacher who refused to 
cross the picket line at Eastbank 
Academy has been told not to 
return to the school. She was 
reportedly called by the school’s 
deputy head who said she “would 

not get another job in Glasgow”.
But workers are right to 

respect strikers’ picket lines—and 
unions must defend any who face 
victimisation as a result.

Services run by Glasgow 
Life—the council’s arms length 
management organisation—were 
also affected. The Mitchell Library 
and Kelvingrove art gallery and 
museum were closed during the 
walkout.

The  scenes in Glasgow are a 
powerful reminder of workers’ 
strength against the bosses.

In the past, council bosses told 
low-paid women workers that 
their pay could only 
be increased if male 
council workers took 
a cut.

Yet the council 
isn’t divided 
between men 
and women 
workers, but 
between 
those who 
are fighting 
for pay 
justice 
and those 
who are 
obstructing it.

THE PICKET lines and rallies 
during the equal pay strikes in 
Glasgow brought a new energy to 
the unions 
 Pictures: PA (left, below) And Andrew McGowAn (left)

Strikers won’t be
fooled by bosses’
carrots

A strike by 8,000 women in 
Glasgow last week ground key 
services to a halt and showed 
the power that workers have. 
Strikers spoke to Sarah Bates 
about why they are fighting—
and how the action has 
transformed them

FIRST MINISTER Nicola 
Sturgeon with Susan Aitken, 
Glasgow council leader
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM & 
BLACK COUNTRY
Palestine, antisemitism, and 
the struggle for freedom
Wed 7 Nov, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St,
B4 6AF
LONDON: HARINGEY
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
Is the media all powerful?
Thu 8 Nov, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BOLTON
Saudi Arabia, imperialism 
and the Middle East
Wed 7 Nov, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St 
(off Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Peterloo—the fight for 
democracy and freedom
Thu 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Brazil and Bolsonaro—has 
fascism come to power?
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
YHA,14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Kristallnacht—a 
warning from history
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
The politics of Malcolm X
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Peterloo—the fight for 
democracy and freedom
Thu 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Brazil, Bolsonaro and 
the rise of the right
Thu 29 Nov, 8pm, 
Hythe Community Centre,
1 Ventura Dr,
CO1 2FG
COVENTRY
How can we fight for 
a workers’ Brexit?
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln, CV1 5RF

DONCASTER
Are we heading towards 
another economic slump?
Tue 6 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Womens Centre 
(Changing Lives),
5 Princes St,DN1 3NJ
DUNDEE
The revolutionary 
case for socialism
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
100 years on—remembering 
the German Revolution
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
The Glasgow women’s 
strike and the fight 
against austerity
Thu 8 Nov, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,33-44 King St,
Merchant City,G1 5QT
HARLOW
Why does capitalism 
love plastic?
Thu 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
‘Corbynomics’—can we have 
democratically run society?
Wed 7 Nov, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
10 years since the banking 
crisis—why capitalism fails
Thu 8 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Ln,LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The myth of overpopulation
Thu 8 Nov, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
#MeToo—sexism 
and the system
Wed 7 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,L1 3BT
LONDON: HARINGEY
#Me Too—sexism 
and the system
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd),N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Thu 8 Nov, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,N7 6QT
LONDON: LEWISHAM
Brexit, the Tories and 
the People’s Vote
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH

LONDON: NEWHAM
Germany—the lost 
revolution
Wed 7 Nov, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Brazil, Bolsonaro and 
the rise of the right
Wed 7 Nov, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
Brixton,SW2 1EP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Alexandra Kollontai 
and sexual liberation
Wed 7 Nov, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Rd,
E3 5AT
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Germany—the lost 
revolution
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
LONDON: WEST
The hijab—a woman’s 
right to choose
Thu 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,W12 7DZ

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
What is social 
reproduction theory?
Wed 7 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,M2 5NS
NORWICH
Solidarity with Palestine 
Thu 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
Should socialists 
defend free speech?
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
Germany—the lost 
revolution
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Africa and imperialism today
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Venezuela, crisis 
and socialism
Thu 8 Nov, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre),S1 2JB
SWANSEA
100 years on—poets 
and the great war
Thu 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,SA2 0BP
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
A rebel’s guide to Frida Kahlo
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
YORK
The armistice—
remembrance and resistance
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCESTER
The crash 10 years on—
austerity, lies and deception
Sat 3 Nov, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,DT1 1XJ
Organised by the 
Dorset Socialists
LONDON: HACKNEY
Opposing the rise 
of the far right
Thu 8 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd, E5 0PU 
Organised by Stand 
Up To Racism

SOCIALIST WORKER MEETINGS

HULL
Thu 22 Nov, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ

LONDON: CENTRAL
Wed 7 Nov, 6.30pm, 
Room 215, UCL Foster 
Court Building,
Malet Place,WC1E 6BT

NEWCASTLE
Thu 8 Nov, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 7 Nov, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd, NG1 3FN

YORK
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Friargate
YO1 9RL

Capitalism vs the climate 

New at
BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

£3
1 Bloomsbury Street,  
London WC1B 3QE 
l 020 7637 1848 l 

bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

Antisemitism, 
The Far-Right,
Zionism and the Left
by Rob Ferguson

£16.99

The man who shook 
his fist at the Tsar
by Jack Robertson

CLIMATE CHANGE has contributed to more extreme weather and droughts in the Horn of Africa 
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Workers who sabotaged 
Pinochet’s murder machine
A new film tells how engineers in East Kilbride refused to work on the Chilean 
regime’s jet engines. Dave Sherry spoke to one of those workers, John Keenan
How did the solidarity action 
come about?
Our factory was well organised. 
Immediately following General 
Pinochet’s coup in 1973 the factory 
committee voted unanimously 
to condemn it and to support 
the Chile Solidarity Campaign.

Union member Bob Fulton was 
checking paperwork on one of 
the engines he was inspecting. 
He discovered it had arrived from 
Chile and that there were other 
Chilean air force jet engines.

Straight away he came to 
the works committee and told 
us no way would he touch any 
Chilean engine. This was in line 
with the decision we had already 
taken straight after the coup.

The works committee 
recommended that the workforce 
refuse to work on any Chilean 
engine. It asked that every shop 
steward hold a section meeting to 
argue for our recommendation. 

All these meetings voted 
heavily to back our call. 

How did the bosses and the 
British state respond?
Local management was annoyed but 
they weren’t keen to take us on. 

At Westminster Tory leader Ted 
Heath tried to force Labour Prime 
Minister Harold Wilson to instruct 
the trade union to lift the boycott. 
But at that point Wilson didn’t 
want to take on the unions either.

We were later to discover 
that the Chilean air force 
had gone to court and had 
been granted an order for the 
engines to be released. 

While our AUEW union had a 
good formal policy on Chile, the 
executive council member for 
our district instructed our works 
committee to lift the boycotts. 
Clearly he was coming under 
pressure from the company and his 
cronies in the Labour government.

We were able to fob him off for 
a time but decided to call a mass 
meeting of the whole workforce. 
It voted almost unanimously 
to continue the boycott. This 
was a tremendous decision.

You had no way of knowing it at 
the time, but your solidarity had a 
big impact in Chile. What did that 
mean to you?
It was all down to the rank and 
file workforce. It was really the 
courage and defiance of the mass 
meeting—the ordinary workers—
that mattered. Without them 
we couldn’t have done a thing. 
It shows what real working 
class unity might achieve.

The engines lay untouched for 
four years. Then in 1978, in the 
small hours of a Sunday morning, 
a convoy of lorries with false 
names and false plates entered the 
factory compound. It loaded up 
the engines and drove them away 
under an armed police escort.

We remain convinced this was 
done via the Ministry of Defence, 
at the behest of James Callaghan’s 
Labour government and carried 
out by the SAS. But it didn’t solve 

the problem for the junta. Other 
Rolls Royce engine plants in Britain 
wouldn’t touch the engines either.

How did the film come about? 
The director Felipe was born 
in Belgium. His parents were 
Chilean refugees who fled 
there after the coup. 

As a child he heard our story 
from other refugee families 
and how our action crippled 
the Chilean air force, inspiring 

resistance among prisoners and 
refugees. He was determined 
to find us and make a film.

It wasn’t until Felipe met up 
with us a few years ago to make 
a short film that we learned what 
our actions had achieved.
John Keenan is still an active member of 
the Unite union. He is currently writing a 
history of how the trade unions built and 
organised at the East Kilbride factory. 
lNae Pasaran is on limited release 
from 2 November

FILM 
THE HATE U GIVE
On general release now

STARR CARTER (Amandla 
Stenberg) has two separate 
lives. One is at the 
predominantly white school 
she attends, and one is in 
the black neighbourhood 
she lives in.

These two worlds come 
crashing together when she 

witnesses the police murder 
her best friend, Khalil. 

They are pulled over, 
Khalil is told to step outside 
the car and he is shot while 
unarmed. It’s an all-too 
familiar story from the US. 

Amandla Stenberg brings 
the brutality vividly to 
life in a hugely powerful 
performance as Carter. 

Although this film is 
aimed at young adults, the 
arguments that are dealt 
with are relevant to people 
of any age. Race, the role 
of the police in society, 
and how best to resist 
oppression are all grappled 
with. 

This is a film about 
balance and compromise, 
but the moments of anger 
make it worthwhile.

Amandla Stenberg as 
Starr Carter

A message of thanks to Scottish workers from Chile

A PICTURE of John Keenan in the 1970s
taken by Socialist Worker
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Film shows solidarity works
NAE PASARAN is a powerful 
documentary film showing how 
a handful of workers were able 
to strike a blow against the 
dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet 
in Chile.

In 1970, Chile’s left-wing 
president Salvador Allende was 
elected.

He nationalised the copper 
industry, raised wages and began 
land reform. This infuriated the 
ruling class. 

On 11 September 1973 the 
US-backed Chilean military used 
British-made Hawker Hunter 
planes to bomb the presidential 
palace, killing Allende. Up to 
30,000 people are thought to 
have been killed in the following 

years. Nae Pasaran details these 
shocking events. 

On the other side of the 
world in the small town of East 
Kilbride four men—Bob, John, 
Robert and Stuart—worked on 
plane engines. 

They refused to repair the 
Rolls Royce engines used in 
the planes. The engines began 
rusting and became useless. 

Their actions became a 
powerful symbol of international 
solidarity. Director Felipe Bustos 
Sierra shows the men involved 
the impact their actions had.

It’s an extremely touching 
reminder of the power of 
working class solidarity.
Tom Willis
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F
OR DAYS people 
prepared their 
banners, prac-
tised hymns and 
marched with 
bands.

In the summer of 1819, 
Lancashire was filled with 
excitement. 

A campaign for parlia-
mentary reform had called 
a mass meeting in St Peter’s 
Field in Manchester, to be 
addressed by some of the 
foremost radical speakers of 
the time.

On Monday 16 August 
the field was packed with at 
least 60,000 men, women 
and children.

As the radical speaker 
Henry Hunt took to the stage, 
the mood rapidly changed. 
Watching from the edge of 
the field, local magistrates 
ordered mounted yeomanry 
to clear the area.

They charged, followed 
by cavalry hussars. Their 
sabres flashed and the air 
became thick with the noise 
of thundering hooves and the 
screams of the injured. 

At least 18 died from their 
injuries, including a two 
year old child and a preg-
nant woman. Over 600 were 
injured.

Within moments, recalled 
the radical Samuel Bamford, 
most of the crowd had fled. 

But “several mounds of 
human beings still remained 
where they had fallen, crushed 
down and smothered. 

Some of these still groaning, 
others with staring eyes, were 
gasping for breath, and others 
would never breathe more. 

“All was silent save those 
low sounds, and the occasional 
snorting and pawing of steeds.”

A cavalryman’s sabre came 
down on John Lees. Another 
came up behind the 22 year old 
factory worker and slashed his 
right elbow to the bone.

He was then severely beaten 
by men wielding truncheons. 
Lees died from his wounds on 
7 September.

Major Thomas Dyneley saw 
the deserted place strewn with 
the refuse of conflict. “In short,” 
he said with relish, “the field 
was as complete as I had ever 
seen one after an action.”

Lees and Dyneley had both 
fought at the Battle of Waterloo 
in 1815 with the Royal Horse 
Artillery.

Murder
A friend wrote that Lees said, 
“At Waterloo there was man to 
man; but at Manchester it was 
downright murder.”

Major Dyneley wrote in his 
report that the “first action of 
the Battle of Manchester is over, 
and has I am happy to say ended 
in the complete discomfiture  
of the enemy”.

On the day itself, a group 
of special constables taunted 
wounded protesters by shouting,  
“This is Waterloo for you! This 
is Waterloo.”

Within days the Manchester 
Observer newspaper had 
started calling it Peterloo.

The massacre took place 
during the severe economic 
depression that followed two 
decades of war. The govern-
ment, spooked by the spec-
tre of revolution, fretted 
that any reform would bring 
insurrection.

Manchester was a city, The 
Times newspaper reported, 
where thousands of spinners 
and weavers lived in “squalid 
wretchedness” and “repulsive 
depravity”.

Britain in the 1810s was 

haunted by the fear of 
Jacobinism from the revolution 
that had overthrown the mon-
archy in France. Meanwhile 
only one in ten men—and no 
women—could vote, while 
many towns had no MPs at all. 

There was pressure for 
reforms from some of the 
middle class as well as workers.

The inst incts  of  Lord 
Liverpool’s Tory government 
were always repressive. 

In 1817, an attack on the 
Prince Regent ’s  carriage 

prompted the government to 
suspend the right to appeal 
unlawful imprisonments. It also 
clamped down on “seditious” 
meetings.

In response at one Stockport 
rally, a speaker wished for a 
“sword in my hand to cut off 
the heads of all tyrants”. 

Another told the crowd that 
they must “get all armed for 
nothing but sword in hand will 
do at all—Liberty or death!”

But conspiratorial insurrec-
tionism had generally been 
crushed by infiltration by  
government spies. 

That peaceful petition-
ing had proved ineffectual 
meant reformers for political 
change had to look to mass 
mobilisation.

Demands
That meant that demands for 
political reform started to coin-
cide and merge with broader 
demands. 

Henry Hunt insisted that 
a great deal of radical effort 
remained focused on the elec-
tion of MPs and the sponsor-
ship of moderate reform bills.

But conflict over tactics 
between the reformers in 
London led Hunt and others to 
look to the provinces, and to 
mass meetings, to build pres-
sure for change.

A mass meeting held at 
Palace Yard, Westminster, in 
September 1818, denounced 
the Prince Regent. 

It asserted the sovereignty of 
the people and demanded their 
rightful share for workers in the 
fruits of their labour.

Rallies were arranged in 
the Midlands and the north of 
England in the summer of 1819. 
The final provincial meeting 
was set for Manchester.

On the morning of the meet-
ing, the roads into Manchester 
from the villages and towns 
were thick with men, women 
and children dressed in their 
best clothes and carrying  
festive decorations.

Their banners bore inscrip-
tions such as “Universal 
Suffrage” and “Taxation 
Without Representation is 
Tyranny”. A few read, “Liberty 
or Death.”

O
RGANISERS took 
pains to ensure 
an orderly meet-
ing. At first light, 
the area of St 
Peter ’s Fields 

had been cleared of as many 
objects as possible that could 
be used as potential weapons.

Samuel Bamford had argued 
that there “could be no harm 
whatever in taking a score or 
two of cudgels, just to keep the 
specials at a respectful distance 
from our line”. 

But Hunt called people 
to bring no weapon other 
than that of a “self-approving 
conscience”.

It mattered little. The 
Salford Yeomanry cavalry that 
first attacked the crowd was 
made up of drunk volunteers 
recruited from innkeepers, 
tailors and butchers who saw 

THE BRUTAL 
HISTORY OF 
PETERLOO
As director Mike Leigh’s film tells the story of the Peterloo 
massacre, Simon Basketter argues the events show how 
the ruling class reacts when its position is threatened

Reformers for 
political change 
had to look  
to mass 
mobilisations

‘‘ 
A painting of George, 
the Prince Regent
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themselves as the guardians of 
order. “Damn you, I’ll reform 
you,” one of them shouted. 

Hunt looked on from the hus-
tings as the yeomanry “charged 
amongst the people, sabring 
right and left, in all directions. 
Sparing neither age, sex, nor 
rank.”

Once they had cut their way 
through the crowd, the yeo-
manry and special constables 
quickly set upon those on the 
platform.

Women were singled out for 
particularly brutal treatment.

The violence meted out to 
female reformers had been 
encouraged before the event. 

The New Times stated, “We 
cannot conceive that any but a 
hardened and shameless pros-
titute would have the audacity 
to appear on the hustings on 
such an occasion and for such 
a purpose.”

The full time cavalry of 
the Hussars, led by Colonel 
L’Estrange, formed into a line 
across the eastern end of the 
field and then charged the 
crowd. They were joined by the 
Cheshire Yeomanry, attacking 
from the south.

Escape
The fleeing people trapped 
between these advancing 
troops found their escape 
through Peter Street blocked 
by the 88th Infantry with bayo-
nets drawn. It took 15 minutes 
to clear the field.

Peterloo was a deliberate 
attempt to crush an emerg-
ing movement. The organisers 
were arrested and imprisoned. 

The Prince Regent wrote 
from his yacht to thank the 
Manchester 
Magistrates 
for  the i r 
“ p r o m p t , 
d e c i s i v e 
and efficient 
measure  for 
the preservation of 
public tranquillity”.

Following the pro-
tests there were numerous 
mass protests with 100,000 
in London and 40,000 in 
Newcastle. The government 
responded with six acts of par-
liament designed to subdue the 
reform movement.

To some extent it worked. 
Peterloo entered the popular 
imagination as proof of our 
rulers’ violent resistance to 
challenges to their order.

That meant that the first 
fully working class move-
ment, the Chartists, grew in 
the following decades with the 

experience of Peterloo in its 
mind. It made significant sec-
tions of the  movement more 
radical.

The memory of the massacre 
was kept alive through radical 
stories, songs and verse. 

The most famous today is 
Shelley’s Mask of Anarchy 
which, though written in the 
weeks after the massacre, 
wasn’t published until 1830.

Its lines include the famous, 
“Ye are many, they are few”—
one of the slogans of the left to 
this day. 

The poem is not just a recog-
nition of the strength of num-
bers of multitude. It is a call 
to arms, for revenge and for 
justice.

The legacy of Peterloo is 
not just heritage. As a moment 
when the emerging work-
ing class came into the con-
flict with the ruling class, it’s 
a reminder of the depth of the 
struggle ahead.

A NOTICE warning 
people away from 
the rally at St. 
Peter’s Square 
(above), a plaque 
commemorating 
the massacre 
(right) and Rory 
Kinnear as Henry 
Hunt in Mike 
Leigh’s new film 
(below)  

A depiction of the massacre

EYEWITNESS 
SAUDRABIA

Arrests, torture and  
repression in Saudi Arabia

Activist Ameen 
Nemer tells Socialist 
Worker how a 
journalist’s murder 
will shine a light on 
the regime’s brutality

THE GRUESOME murder 
of Saudi Arabian journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi captured the 
world’s attention. But it’s just 
a glimpse of the repression 
that the regime of the Saudi 
royal family thrives on.

Ameen Nemer is a human 
rights activist from Saudi 
Arabia now living in Britain. 
He told Socialist Worker how 
the murder of Khashoggi, 
“Is not a one-off story.”

“The main difference 
is that he was a journalist 
writing for the Washington 
Post—an American 
newspaper. He was one of the 
establishment,” said Ameen.

“He described himself as 
a critic—not an opponent. 
All he said was, ‘I want 
to express my views’.”

But Ameen hopes the 
case will help to shine a 
light on the repression 
inside Saudi Arabia.

“The Khashoggi case means 
that the world is now talking 
about Saudi Arabia. But this 
is not a single story. This is a 
big part of what is going on 
in Saudi Arabia,” he said. 

“Most activists—especially 
the prominent ones—have 
been through a special 
criminal court for terrorism.

“There are cases of 
people who’ve been 
arrested arbitrarily, have 
gone through unfair trials 
without legal representatives, 
who were tortured.”

Difficult
Under these conditions, 
activism in Saudi Arabia is 
extremely difficult. When 
the Arab revolutions erupted 
in 2010 and 2011, a call 
went out in Saudi Arabia 
for a “day of rage”. 

The regime responded 
by filling the streets with 
secret and uniformed 
police to deter protests.

In a BBC Arabic television 
news report from March 2011 
journalists, watched by police, 
could find no one protesting 
on the streets of the Saudi 

Arabian capital Riyadh.
A lone activist, Khalid 

Al-Jahani, tells them, “The 
people cannot speak freely. 
We don’t have freedom, 
we don’t have dignity, 
we don’t have justice.”

At the end of the 
film Al-Jahani drives 
home, followed by a 
police car. He then went 
missing—imprisoned 
for more than a year.

Ameen says that in 
many cases activists won’t 
openly talk politics “in 
order to stay safe”.

Nevertheless there 

have been movements 
and resistance—such as 
by those campaigning 
for rights for women.

In June this year the Saudi 
Arabian government lifted the 
ban on women driving. But, 
just a month before that, the 
regime imprisoned more than 
15 women’s rights activists.

“I see the arrests as a 
message from the regime that 
says allowing women to drive 
did not come from a point 
of weakness,” said Ameen

“It’s to say, ‘If we want to 
do something, it’s because we 
know what’s good for you. 
We are better than you, we do 
things for you. You just have 
to keep silent. If you struggle 
to achieve your goals you’re 
going to end up in prison.’”

Ameen now works to 
draw attention to the plight 
of those victimised by the 
regime—in particular that of 
activist Israa Al-Ghomgham. 

She was arrested for taking 
part in a demonstration and 
now faces the death penalty.

But he also criticises the 
Western governments that 
prop the Saudi regime up.

“Look at how the US, 
France and Britain reacted to 
the alleged chemical attack by 
the Syrian regime on civilians. 

“The reaction was an 
attack on Syria. But while 
Saudis bomb Yemen and 
blockade it—when they 
bombed a school bus 
killing 40 children—they 
didn’t react that way.

“Why do they have 
these double standards? 
Because they support regime 
change in Syria, while they 
support Saudi Arabia as a 
historical, strategic ally.”

BACK STORY
Journalist Jamal Khashoggi 
was killed last month
lHe died in the Saudi 
Arabian consulate in 
Istanbul
lThe Saudi Arabian 
authorities changed their 
story about what happened 
lHe had written critically 
about the Saudi royal family 
and praised it’s rival Turkey
lIt’s put their allies in a 
tricky position

Despite the 
regime, there 
have been 
movements and  
resistance

‘‘ 

OUTSIDE THE Saudi Arabian embassy last week

FOCUS ON 
SAUDI ARABIA
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 Protest and meetings take on racism
Stand Up To Racism 
supporters have been 
organising across 
Britain to take on 
racism and the far 
right.
Leith, Edinburgh
Around 200 people joined 
a march against racism in 
Leith, Edinburgh, last Satur-
day.

It was called by Stand Up 
To Racism (SUTR) after a 
series of racist attacks in the 
city. 

We are now organising 
a protest at the Edinburgh 
International Conference 
centre for 14 November. 

An organisation called 
News Xchange, supported 
by the BBC, has disgracefully 
invited far right fanatic Steve 
Bannon to speak.  
Thanks to Steve West 
for the report

East London
Around 150 people joined 
a vigil in Tower Hamlets on 
Sunday to remember the 
Jewish people massacred by 
a fascist in Pittsburgh. The 

vigil was called by members 
of the left wing Jewdas group 
under the mural to the Battle 
of Cable Street of 1936. 

Speakers included David 
Rosenberg and Julia Bard 
from the Jewish Socialist 
Group.

Unmesh Desai, Labour 
Greater London Assem-

bly member for City and 
East, also came to show his 
 solidarity.

Sheffield
Sheffield SUTR were out on 
the streets against the racist 
Ukip party on Saturday of last 
week.

The group “successfully 

leafleted a racist Ukip street 
stall” which caused them to 
“pack up and leave”.  

“We will not allow racists 
to divide out city,” it said.

It came the day after Ukip 
leader Gerard Batten praised 
Nazi Tommy Robinson on the 
BBC show Any Questions. 

Leicester
Around 30 people joined an 
SUTR meeting in Leicester 
last week.

Speakers included Roger 
McKenzie, assistant  general 
secretary of the Unison union.

The meeting comes ahead 
of a national demonstration 
on 17 November.

Manchester
Supporters of SUTR in Man-
chester were set to hold a 
solidarity vigil for the victims 
of the Pittsburgh massacre 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press on Tuesday.

The group said, “We stand 
together in sadness and soli-
darity with the Jewish com-
munity in Pittsburgh at this 
time. We stand united against 
racism, antisemitism, Islamo-
phobia, and bigotry.”

Students
Student supporters of SUTR 
at Sheffield Hallam Univer-
sity were set to hold a public 
meeting on Tuesday night.

S c h e d u l e d  s p e a k e r s 
include Sheffield lord mayor 
Magid Magid.

Around 30 people attended 
a public meeting on “How can 
we stop the racist and fascist 
right?” at Cambridge Univer-
sity last week. It was part of a 
national campus tour jointly 
organised by Student SUTR 
and the UCU union.

Send news of your local SUTR 
group’s activities to  
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

PROTESTERS IN Edinburgh opposing racism in the city Picture: StePhen McBrooM
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Claims over 
‘Asian sex 
gangs’ don’t 
stack up    
Racists blame Muslims for child 
abuse, but researcher Ella Cockbain 
told Sadie Robinson about the reality

 POLITICIANS, pundits and 
the far right are trying to 

whip up a racist frenzy against 
Asian men and Muslims by focus-
ing on “Asian sex gangs”. 

And some are trying to twist the 
reality of child sexual exploitation 
(CSE) to better fit their argument.

Ella Cockbain researches human 
trafficking and child sexual exploi-
tation at University College London 
(UCL). “I’ve spoken to some incred-
ible survivors of sexual exploita-
tion,” she told Socialist Worker.

“They’ve spoken out about their 
abuse at the hands of both Asian 
and white men.

“But they’ve had some horrible 
backlash from the far right. Things 
like being told, ‘It was just Asian 
men, wasn’t it?’ And then pure vit-
riol when they won’t deny the white 
offenders.”

The panic over Asian men abus-
ing white girls has been fuelled 
by high-profile media coverage of 
some CSE trials.

Ella said this means people reg-
ularly see reports of abuse crimes 
illustrated with “rows of Asian 
faces”. 

“No one is denying that some 
Asian men have committed terrible 
crimes and white girls have suffered 
abuse,” she said.

Distorted 
But she said focusing so overwhelm-
ingly on this kind of abuse gives a 
distorted picture. 

“I’ve seen equivalent collages of 
white faces, but these cases don’t 
seem to get nearly the same level of 
attention,” she said.

Ella mentioned one case where 
victims’ parents were left frustrated 
after a trial of white men who had 
abused their children. It attracted 
only a fraction of the media cov-
erage of a very similar case in the 
same area involving Asian men.

UCL research looked at records 
for over 9,000 children affected by 
sexual exploitation who had been 
supported by the charity Barnardos 
between 2004 and 2013. 

Ella said, “We found that nearly 

one in three were boys and one in 
five were black or minority ethnic. 

“This sample only includes 
people who had accessed Barnardos 
services, so we can’t say it’s 
representative.

“But it does show a more compli-
cated picture of who victims are.”

Ella also researched six major 
CSE cases in a book published ear-
lier this year, including in Rochdale 
and Derby. She said that there was 
little evidence of race or religion 
playing a role in the abuse.

Ella also found that abusers 
“weren’t particularly organised”. 
“The impression sometimes given 
in the media is that gangs that 
abuse children are run by criminal  
masterminds,” she said.

“With a few key exceptions, there 
tended not to be obvious ringlead-
ers and the groups were more loose 
networks. While the abuse was hor-
rific, much of it took place casually 
and opportunistically.”

Out of 43 victims across the six 
cases, nine girls came from black or 
Asian backgrounds.

In some cases all victims were 
white. But Ella said, “The claim that 
this is just about Asian men target-
ing white girls makes victims who 
aren’t white invisible.”

On other pages...
Monster march of teachers in 
Glasgow >>Page 20 

BACK STORY
The Times claimed in January 
2011 to have uncovered a new 
crime of “on-street grooming”
lIt claimed cops were ignoring 
Asian abusers targeting white 
girls for fear of being called racist
lIts claims were based on a 
search of press coverage looking 
at convictions involving two or 
more men for sexually abusing 
girls they had met locally
lThis excluded male victims and 
victims of other types of sexual 
abuse Right has a long history of exploiting 

crime to whip up racism in society 
 THE way the panic about 
Asian abusers has developed 

isn’t new. 
“This kind of racialisation 

of crime has a lot of parallels 
throughout history,” said Ella 
Cockbain. 

“I think the strongest one 
was mugging, constructed as a 
dramatic new crime committed by 
black men against old white ladies.

“There was another panic in the 
early 20th century about the ‘white 
slave trade’. 

“Particularly in the US there was 
widespread concern about white 
women and girls being abducted 
by ‘foreigners’ into prostitution.

“It happened in the context of 
a broader campaign for ‘social 
hygiene’, an abolitionist stance on 
prostitution, xenophobia and fears 
of ‘racial contamination’.”

And she argued that the wider 
context is also important today.

“The idea that there’s a unique 
problem with ‘Asian sex gangs’ 
plays into a broader context of 
widespread deprivation and 
frustration about multiculturalism, 
migration and the out-of-touch 
political elite,” she said. 

A number of misleading reports 
have boosted the idea that Asian 

men pose a particular 
threat. 

One came from the Quilliam 
Foundation, a self-styled  
“counter-extremism” think tank.

It claimed last December that 
84 percent of “grooming gang” 
offenders in a 12-year period were 
Asian. 

Ella said, “Quilliam’s report 
claims to provide a ‘comprehensive 
data analysis of all group child-sex 
offences committed in the UK over 
a period of 12 years’.

“But it absolutely does 
not do that. How can it be 
‘comprehensive’ and provide 

‘conclusively irrefutable evidence’ 
when the object of study—
‘grooming gang’ offences—does 
not exist in law?”

Ella worried that the report “is 
particularly dangerous because the 
authors make a point of stressing 
their own ethnic and religious 
backgrounds”.

“The fear is that people think, 
‘It must be true if these Muslims/
British Pakistanis are saying it’.”

The biggest-scale studies into 
various forms of CSE stress that 
they are working with incomplete 
data where the ethnicity of the 
offender is often unknown. 

All say that their findings can’t 
be generalised to give a national 
picture.

Yet the racists persist—and are 
prepared to use victims to further 
their own ends. Far right Tommy 
Robinson was jailed earlier this 
year after filming outside the 
Huddersfield CSE case in Leeds.

Ella pointed out that British 
National Party leader Nick Griffin 
previously pulled similar stunts.

“To put a trial at risk like that 
just shows disregard for victims,” 
she said. “I can’t believe that the 
likes of Tommy Robinson and Nick 
Griffin care about the victims.”

ANTI-RACISTS IN Sunderland take a stand against the far 
right’s attempt to use sexual abuse to whip up Islamophobia 
(above) UCL university researcher Ella Cockbain (left) has 
looked at the reality of child sexual exploitation and human 
trafficking in a new report (below)   
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IN BRIEF 

Norwich resistance 
to Universal Credit  
OVER 150 people protested in 
Norwich last Saturday against 
the rollout of Universal Credit. 
Labour and Green Party 
members joined the rally, 
organised by Norfolk Disabled 
People Against Cuts.

PCS union members were 
also on the protest.

Scarborough beats 
‘Yorkshire Patriots’
ANTI-FASCISTS in 
Scarborough outnumbered 
40 of the far right “Yorkshire 
Patriots” group last Saturday.

Labour Party prospective 
parliamentary candidate 
Hugo Fearnley reported, 
“We gathered as socialists, 
trade unionists and Greens 
to demonstrate against the 
Yorkshire Patriots. We sent 
them on their way with chants 
of ‘Our streets’ in their ears!”

Appledore workers 
march to save jobs  
HUNDREDS OF people 
marched to save Appledore 
Shipyard in Bideford from 
closure last Saturday.

It was organised by the 
GMB and Unite unions. 

Some 200 jobs are 
under threat after Babcock 
International proposed 
shutting its shipbuilding 
facilities in North Devon. Trade 
unionists should support the 
fight to save their shipyard. 

But workers’ skills should 
be used for socially useful 
vessels rather than warships.  

No cuts in museums 
and our libraries
A NATIONAL “Save our 
libraries” demo was set to take 
place in London this Saturday.

The mobilisation, called by 
the Unison union and backed 
by the Unite and PCS unions, 
is backing libraries, museums 
and cultural services. 
lDemonstrate Sat 3 Nov, 
12 noon, British Library, Euston 
Road, London NW1 2BD

Pay drivers the rate 
for caring service
DRIVERS IN Hackney, east 
London, are preparing for 
action after a 100 percent 
vote for strikes.

The 32 Unite union 
members, working for Hackney 
council’s learning trust, 
transport disabled children. 

They take children to 
school in the morning, then 
return for the school run in 
the afternoon. They want split 
shift payments, which would 
boost their income. 

Call for an end to 
the cuts in Bradford  
BRADFORD FAMILIES Against 
Children’s Services Cuts 
reacted with anger after the 
city’s Children’s Services 
department failed an Ofsted 
inspection. The group calls on 
the council to stop cuts and 
instead invest in the service.

 Out to bring workers’ 
  rights back from dead 
by ALISTAIR FARROW

HUNDREDS OF workers and 
their supporters marched 
through London on Tuesday 
to demand an end to bosses 
ripping off “gig economy” 
workers. 

The “Rise of the Precarious 
Workers” demonstration 
assembled at the Transport for 
London headquarters before 
marching to the Royal Courts 
of Justice. 

It was called by the 
Independent Workers of Great 
Britain union and supported 
by Momentum, Bfawu, CWU, 
and United Voices of the World 
unions, and other organisations.

On the day, Uber drivers 
Yaseen Aslam and James 
Farrar were fighting a legal 
case for Uber drivers to be 
regarded as workers, not self-
employed. This would give 
them more rights.

They won this claim at an 
Employment Appeal Tribunal 
last year, but Uber is appealing 
it. The case will have big 
implications for workers across 
Britain. 

Yaseen told Socialist Worker, 
“We launched the campaign 
in 2015. We won in 2016 and 
2017. 

“Uber is prolonging this fight 
but we are growing stronger 
and stronger. 

“We have opened seven 
branches now, and are helping 
drivers fight against Transport 
for London and councils.”

Workers from McDonald’s 
and TGI Fridays joined the 
demonstration, as well as 
students from the London 
College of Communication.

“We’re all fighting for the 
same thing,” said Bonnie from 
TGI Fridays. 

“Managers want to cream off 

all the profit while treating us 
like excrement.”

Later in the day, protesters 
marched to the University 
of London where workers 
were striking as part of their 
campaign to be taken in-house.

Yaseen said, “In New York 
City the mayor has agreed a 
rate of pay for all taxi workers 
and protections at work. They 
have a strong union there.”

Muhamed, a driver, said, 
“We are going to force the 
politicians to take notice and 
take action.”

POSTAL WORKERS united in Maidstone, Kent 

 Divest from zombie firms
PROTESTERS, SOME dressed 
as zombies, marched in 
Leeds last Saturday to 
demonstrate against fracking 
and fossil fuel industries.

The Halloween-themed 
event called on Leeds council 
and Leeds university to 

end their investments in 
companies that damage the 
environment. 

It was organised by Dead 
Against Fossil Fuels, Friends 
of the Earth Huddersfield,  
and Fossil Free West 
Yorkshire Pension Fund.

POST

Defying Royal Mail bullies  
POSTAL WORKERS at a 
Royal Mail delivery office 
in Maidstone, Kent, staged 
an unofficial strike on 
Wednesday of last week. 

It was the second 
unofficial walkout that week, 
following another in Wigan 
after a worker was sacked.

The walkouts are a sign 
that anger among Royal Mail 
workers about bullying and 
harassment is starting to boil 
over. An agreement signed 
between the workers’ CWU 
union and Royal Mail bosses 
last year was supposed to 

herald a change of “culture” 
in the workplace. 

In a video message to CWU 
members, deputy general 
secretary (postal) Terry 
Pullinger spoke of Royal 
Mail bosses’ “desire to work 
together” with the union. 

But some CWU members 
responded by pointing out 
the bullying tactics they face. 

One spoke of managers 
“intimidating workers for 
going to the toilet, having a 
drink or even talking at the 
fitting.” Another said, “We’ll 
still be worked like donkeys.”

RIGHTS AT WORK

ENVIRONMENT

AGAINST FASCISM AND RACISM

‘Dead against fossil fuels’ in Leeds Picture: Neil terry

London CWU union reps this week showed their backing for 
the 17 November demonstration against fascism and racism

SHERINGTON PRIMARY

PARENTS AND teachers at 
Sherington Primary School 
in Greenwich, south east 
London, are trying to stop 
the school being turned into 
an academy.

Governors and the 
school’s senior leadership 
team are looking at “options” 
for the school’s future, which 
include becoming part of a 
Multi Academy Trust.

In a message to parents 
they said that “no final 
decision has been taken”. 
“Joining a local Multi 
Academy Trust could 

potentially offer a number of 
opportunities for both pupils 
and staff,” they added.

NEU union members 
at the school have voted 
for a ballot for industrial 
action against the plan. The 
GMB union has also said it 
opposes academisation. 

The school has been rated 
outstanding by Ofsted. Local 
MP Matt Pennycook said he 
was “puzzled and concerned” 
by the prospect of the school 
becoming an academy.
lSign the petition at  
bit.ly/Sherington

Fighting for justice                                                                Picture: Guy Smallman

Battle continues against ‘predatory’ chain 
WORKERS AT the John 
Roan school in south east 
London are set to strike on 
Wednesday of next week. 

The NEU union members 
are fighting a plan to turn 
the Greenwich school into an 
academy.

NEU members organised 
a 24-hour strike against the 
plan last month, and NEU and 
GMB union members staged 
several strikes last term.

Parents at the school sent 
a message of support to 

strikers last month. It said 
that parents “are in support 
of the industrial action taken 
by the NEU”.

“Many who say they are 
against the strikes are also 
vehemently opposed to 
academies,” it said. 

“We must be united in 
our fight and support the 
teachers who all want the 
very best for our students.”

The statement said that 
the UST academy chain 
had been “predatory” in its 

drive to take over the school 
as part of a Multi Academy 
Trust. 

The school was threatened 
with a forced academy 
conversion after failing an 
Ofsted inspection. Parents 
are demanding that school 
governors and the council 
arrange a new inspection.

Over 1,000 people have 
signed a petition against the 
forced academisation.
lSend messages of support to 
johnroannut@gmail.com

SCHOOLS
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 Dinner ladies won’t  
  let up strike for jobs
by GEORGE ARTHUR

UNISON UNION mem-
bers at Ladywood Primary 
School in Grimethorpe, 
South Yorkshire, are not giv-
ing up in their fight against 
job cuts.

Dinner ladies have been 
on indefinite strike since 
4 October—and teaching 
assistants (TAs) and higher 
level teaching assistants 
joined them from Monday 
of last week. 

School bosses want to 
slash nine dinner ladies’ jobs, 
get TAs to supervise meal 
times instead, and cut two 
TA roles at the school. 

Strikers were amused last 
week when police turned up 
to their picket line because 
the head teacher had com-
plained they were singing 
too loudly. 

Supporters
They responded by dem-
onstrating to the police the 
range of songs that they have 
put together to keep their 
spirits up.

One of the strikers said, 
“It’s been a good week. 

“We had a lot of supporters 
here when Barnsley trades 
council held a support rally 
last Monday. 

“And then we were all 
happy when Anne Scargill 

came and joined us with 
her Grimethorpe Women 
Against Pit Closures banner 
last Wednesday.”

Another picket said, “The 
postal workers have been 
really great. 

“They won’t cross our 
picket line with school mail 
and they have even refused 
to take it to the post office.”

Barnsley schools began 
their half-term break on 

Monday, so the strikers 
are taking a well-deserved 
break.

But they will be back out 
again from Monday of next 
week when Barnsley trades 
council is organising another 
support rally from 8am. 

The pickets welcome 
anyone who can join them 
between 8am and 2pm 
during any weekday.

Like the low-paid women 

workers taking action in 
Glasgow for equal pay, 
Grimethorpe strikers are 
showing how to fight back. 

They deserve the support 
of every trade unionist and 
every campaigner who wants 
to see the end of austerity 
that threatens the future of 
education.
lSend solidarity messages 
to branchoffice@
unisonbarnsleylg.org

MANUFACTURING
Call action in colleges now 
UCU UNION members are 
fighting for pay strikes 
following ballots in higher 
and further education. 

The ballots saw some  
85 percent of FE members 
and 69 percent of HE 
members vote to support 
strikes.

But the vast majority of 
branches did not meet the 
Tories’ 50 percent turnout 
threshold.

The union should 
name strike dates for the 
branches that met the 
threshold now. And it should 
reballot branches that got a 
35 percent turnout or more.

In many cases, beating 
the threshold will require 
getting a handful more 
people to vote for strikes.

A quorate meeting of 
UCU members at Newcastle 
university last week passed 

a motion to reballot all 
branches with a turnout of 
35 percent or higher. 

Other branches were set 
to discuss similar motions 
this week.

The ballots were 
overwhelmingly in favour 
of strikes and it’s right to 
demand that the union 
keeps up the fight. 

But unions also have to 
challenge the anti-union 
laws and not simply accept 
them. 
lSix colleges out of 109 met 
the 50 percent threshold. 
They are Bath, Bradford, New 
College Swindon, Lambeth, 
Croydon and Petroc. Seven 
universities out of 147 beat 
the threshold. They are 
Heriot-Watt, Huddersfield, 
Leeds Arts, Nottingham, 
Sheffield, Brighton and 
Courtauld Institute of Art

SOLIDARITY ON the picket line in Grimethorpe last week Picture: GeorGe Arthur

Protest demands Salford 
council funds nurseries
OVER 200 parents, nursery 
workers and campaigners 
protested in Salford, 
Greater Manchester, on 
Saturday of last week.

They met outside Salford 
Civic Centre and demanded 
that Tory chancellor Philip 
Hammond ring fence funding 
for five Sure Start nurseries.

 They are all threatened 
with closure by the Labour-run 
council. 

Rebecca Long-Bailey, 
Labour shadow minister and 
Salford and Eccles MP, spoke 
at the protest. 

“We’ll see many other local 

authority-maintained nurseries 
going under if we don’t fight in 
Salford,” she said. 

Salford Council had said the 
nurseries would have to close 
in February this year due to a 
funding crisis.

After pressure—including 
a 1,000-strong march through 
Salford—the council was 
forced to guarantee funding 
for another year.

But the Save Our Five 
campaign—and the Unison 
union which represents around 
100 nursery workers—are 
fighting for longer-term 
funding. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

NURSERIES 

PAY CAMPAIGNS 

Scottish local government 
union rejects rubbish pay
A FIGHT for local 
government pay could be 
brewing in Scotland as the 
Unite union announced 
its craft members voted 
to reject a pay offer.

Local authority bosses’ 
association Cosla offered 
joiners, labourers, painters 
and electricians a  
below-inflation pay 
increase of just 3 percent. 

But after years of pay 

freezes and real terms cuts, 
Unite members voted by  
69 percent to reject the offer. 

The larger Unison and 
GMB unions are also calling 
on its members to reject the 
local government pay offer,

The Unison ballot 
runs until Wednesday 
of next week.

Unison members 
should vote to reject it 
and fight for higher pay. 

EDUCATION 

Cable workers refuse to 
wind down fight for pay
CABLE manufacturing 
workers began their fifth 
week of strikes in their fight 
for higher pay last week.

The Unite union 
members’ picket line 
outside the Prysmian Cable 
company site in Eastleigh, 
Southampton, has been 
strong and determined.

Many vehicles have 
turned around at the gates. 

And production rates 
of cables has dropped 
dramatically from 1,200 
tonnes per month to just 
800 tonnes a month. 

Bosses were still refusing 
to talk about raising their 
pathetic pay offer of just 

2 percent, as Socialist 
Worker went to press on 
Tuesday afternoon.  

And there is a feeling 
that the company wants 
to use the dispute to 
weaken the union. 

The 160 workers have 
struck on Wednesdays. 

The action has 
strengthened their 
resolve and they were set 
to escalate their action 
from just Wednesdays 
to every Wednesday and 
Friday from this week. 

This will take place 
alongside a work-to-
rule and overtime ban.
Glyn Oliver 

HEALTH SERVICE 

South Yorks campaigners 
fight £575 million NHS cut
ACTIVISTS IN South 
Yorkshire have pledged 
to defend maternity and 
paediatric services from 
proposed cuts.  

Around 50 people joined 
a public meeting in Barnsley 
Town Hall on Saturday of last 
week 

The cuts are being 
planned by the South 
Yorkshire and Bassetlaw 
Integrated Care System—a 
vehicle for £571 million in 
cuts in the local NHS.

The Integrated Care 
System is planning to reduce 
consultant-led maternity 
units and children’s  
in-patient wards. 

These changes will mean 
that many women with birth 
complications and many 
desperately ill children will 
have to travel to centres 
elsewhere in the region. And 

this will increase the risks 
to their health and make it 
more difficult and costly for 
families to keep in contact. 

At the meeting Dr 
D Kerrin, a consultant 
paediatrician in Barnsley, 
said that Barnsley Hospital 
already provided excellent 
paediatric care and that 
there was no reason to 
change it. 

Felicity Dowling from the 
Save Liverpool Women’s 
Hospital campaign urged 
campaigners to build a mass 
movement to defend the 
health service. The meeting 
pledged to fight the cuts by 
all means necessary. 
Tony Nuttall 
lIf you want to join the fight 
against these cuts please 
email Tony Nuttall, secretary 
of Barnsley Save Our NHS at 
tonynuttall@blueyonder.co.uk

Forcing the council to make concessions last week   Picture: Steve SPeed
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  TEACHERS JOIN  
 MARCH FOR PAY  
by CHARLIE KIMBER in Glasgow 

AROUND 30,000 teach-
ers and their supporters 
marched through Glasgow 
last Saturday in a mas-
sively powerful display of 
their determination to win a 
10 percent pay rise.

Given that there are almost 
55,000 teachers in the EIS 
union which organised the 
protest, roughly half the 
entire workforce may have 
taken part.

They came from schools 
in every part of the country, 
as far away as the remote 
Western Isles.

The front of the march was 
arriving in George Square 
before the back had left the 
Kelvingrove Park assembly 
point. 

“Two and a half miles 
of angry teachers,” as one 
marcher put it.

Value
The protest was called around 
the slogan “Value Education, 
Value Teachers! 10 percent 
now” and was supported by 
other unions.

The Scottish government, 
led by the Scottish National 
Party (SNP), and the Cosla 
council employers’ body, 
have made a “final offer” of 
3 percent.

Those taking part were 
confident and determined 

to win more. They were also 
angry as their pay has been 
slashed by nearly a quarter 
over the last decade in real 
terms.

“I’m not apologising for 
demanding 10 percent,” 
teacher Margaret Andrews 
from Edinburgh told Socialist 
Worker.

“What’s wrong with want-
ing back less than half of 
what’s been taken from us?”

Alison Palmer from Falkirk 
added, “Pay’s really impor-
tant, but I also want action 
over the workload which 
crushes us.

“This is about education 
and the children we teach 
just as much as it is about 
pay.”

The large majority of those 
marching were women. Helen 
Patterson from Perth said, “It 
feels like we’re making a bit 
of history today.

“We’ve been working so 
hard to make this march a 
success, but it’s much bigger 
than I expected it to be.

“We can win!”
It was the second time in a 

week that a great demonstra-
tion of working class women 
filled Glasgow’s George 
Square.

A few days earlier Unison 
and GMB union members in 
the council’s education, social 
care, cleaning and catering 
services had struck for two 
days for equal pay.

Whenever a speaker at the 
teachers’ rally made refer-
ence to the strike there were 
cheers from the crowd.

It was a mistake not to 
have a speaker from that 
strike at the rally.

Union leaders need to 
break from their sectional 
attitudes and learn how one 
battle can give confidence to 
others.

Threatened
John Swinney, deputy first 
minister and cabinet sec-
retary for education, has 
threatened to go over the 
heads of the unions and write 
to teachers urging them to 
accept the offer.

Teachers and their unions 
are outraged.

There is real pressure on 
Scotland’s political parties 
over teachers’ pay.

Richard Leonard, leader 
of the Scottish Labour Party, 
told the rally, “It’s time to 
stand up and fight. I fully 
support your campaign.”

SNP MP Chris Stephens 
offered his support and said, 

“I have rung the Scottish gov-
ernment and will do so again. 
We have to find a way of  
sorting this.”

Such support is welcome. 
But it will take action to shift 
the government.

EIS general secretary Larry 
Flanagan told the rally that 
teachers had shown they 

think “Scottish education is 
worth fighting for”.

The biggest cheers came 
when Flanagan said the union 
could move towards strikes.

“We will continue to seek 
a negotiated settlement,” he 
said.

“But I want to be clear, 
if and when push comes 
to shove we will ballot for 
industrial action.”

He added, “We will smash 
the Tory ballot thresholds out 
the park. 

“There’s no point settling 
for half of what we want and 
then coming back. We have 
to win.”

But those fighting words 
have not been matched by 
the union’s tactics. 

On Tuesday a ballot began 
on whether or not to accept 
the 3 percent offer.

Then, say union leaders, 
there will have to be an indic-
ative ballot on strikes and 
then a formal strike ballot.

That’s too slow. The 
immense momentum shown 
by this demonstration must 
not be wasted.

Charlotte Ahmed, an EIS 
school rep and a member of 
the Glasgow EIS committee 
of management, told Socialist 
Worker, “This is a great dem-
onstration driven by the rank 
and file of the union.

“It really shows the mood 
to fight. Now we need to get 
on with it.”

PART OF the 30,000-strong crowd in Glasgow last Saturday  Pictures: Andrew McGowAn 

Council workers on strike 
for equal pay speak out
‘The council say 
we’re family. When 
the bin workers 
came out I really  
felt like I was part  
of the family’ 
Megan Doherty, a home 
carer in Glasgow >>pages 10&11

Teachers are demanding a 10 percent pay rise
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