
WE CAN
BEAT THE
RACISTS
SAT 17 NOV, 12 NOON, BBC PORTLAND PLACE, LONDON
Called by Stand Up To Racism and Unite Against Fascism, and backed by the TUC standuptoracism.org.uk

Has Brazil fallen 
to fascism? 

Full analysis PLUS socialist from 
Sao Paulo  speaks out >>Pages 14&15

Donald Trump vs
migrant caravan

Troops sent to US border with orders to shoot 
>>Page 8
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GERMANY

Days of hope—
the November 
1918 Revolution
A REVOLUTION that erupted 
100 years ago helped put a 
socialist world on the agenda.

It was part of a wave of 
unrest sweeping through 
Europe in the wake of the 
Russian Revolution.

Despite ending in defeat 
and tragedy, it shows the 
power of workers to liberate 
themselves and to end war. 
>>Pages 10&11

FASCISM

Anti-fascists 
see off Nazis  
in Liverpool
AROUND 500 protesters 
drove a tiny handful of 
fascists out of Liverpool 
last Saturday. 

The “Merseyside and 
North West Frontline 
Patriots” planned to march 
but were unable to leave 
Moorfields train station.

United action can beat 
back the Nazis. 
>>Page 3

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Birmingham care 
workers prepare 
fresh strike dates
OVER 270 care workers in 
Birmingham are set to strike 
for 15 days this month. 

They’re fighting 
redundancies and drastic cuts 
to their hours. 

The Unison union members 
have fought for over 18 months 
to save their service.
>>Page 20
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lTHAMES VALLEY Police 
retweeted “a joke” that 

Labour MP Diane Abbott had 
been “caught up in a stop and 
search drama” looking for 
her house keys, and had then 
forgotten where she lives.   
      Thames Valley Police said 
it had contacted Abbott to 
“apologise unreservedly”.

 Two thirds of richest firms  
 won’t pay the living wage 
NEARLY TWO thirds of top firms fail 
to pay the “real living wage” while 
their bosses earn millions a year.

The 61 biggest companies raked in a 
combined £86.5 billion profit last year. 
And some bosses banked 173 times 
more than the average pay of their full 
time workers. 

Top earners include Persimmon 
house builder boss Jeff Fairburn, 
paid £47 million last year, and chief 
executive of business specialist 
Melrose Simon Peckham, on a  
£42.7 million package.

The huge pay gap was 
revealed by the High Pay 
Centre think tank.

It looked at the top 100 firms 
on the London Stock Exchange.

The Government’s legal 
minimum wage is £7.83 an 
hour for people aged 25 and 
over. The real living wage is 
£9. Around a third of FTSE 100 
firms are signed up to the Living 
Wage Foundation, which recom-
mends the higher figure.

lLOVE THE police? Want to 
advertise the fact to the rest of 

the world? Why not snap up some of 
the new Metropolitan Police Service 
merchandise?  
   The Met is going to sell branded 
toys, homeware, stationery and 
clothes to raise money. It hopes 
to “generate significant income to 
reinvest in frontline services”.

 Tories give bookies  
 an £800 million win
THE TORIES broke their 
promise to take action 
against fixed odds 
betting terminals (FOBT) 
by April next year.

The decision to delay the 
change came after Tory MP 
Philip Davies went to see 
culture secretary Jeremy 
Wright and chancellor 
Philip Hammond. 

Now the crackdown  
will only 
come into 
force 
next 

October. That is six months 
later than originally 
stated and means about 
£800 million extra 
revenue for the bookies.

Davies’ register of 
interests shows more 
than £3,000 worth of 
hospitality tickets to 
racing events this year. 

They include two 
hospitality tickets to 

St Leger Doncaster 
Races in September 
valued at  
£140 each, 
provided by 
William Hill. 

And Davies 
also got some 
free tickets from 
Ladbrokes, Arena 
Racing and 
Sky Betting.

Blair takes £1 million 
to stay in public view
TONY BLAIR claimed  
more than £1 million 
of our cash without 
submitting a 
single receipt.

The former prime 
minister has invoiced 
the Cabinet Office for 
an allowance worth up 
to £115,000 a year to 
help pay for stuff after 
leaving government. 

Since he stood down 
as prime minister in 
June 2007, he has 
claimed £1,077,888 
from public funds.

The allowance, 
called the public duty 
cost allowance, 
provides 
financial 
support 

for former prime 
ministers who remain 
active in public  
life.

A tribunal was told 
on 22 October that the 
offices of John Major, 
David Cameron and 
Gordon Brown had 
provided supporting 
evidence for their claims.

But Blair’s office 
provided only 
documents for 
inspection, 
which means 
that they cannot 
be obtained 

under Freedom of 
Information  

laws.

No charges for 
ex-police chief
FORMER South Yorkshire 
Police and Crime 
Commissioner (PCC) 
Shaun Wright will not 
face any charges over 
an allegation he lied to 
MPs about his knowledge 
of the Rotherham child 
sexual exploitation 
scandal.

The Independent 
Office for Police Conduct 
(IOPC) said it has decided 
not make a referral to 
the Director of Public 
Prosecutions.

The inquiry followed 
allegations Wright had 
committed perjury when 
he gave evidence to 
parliament.

Wright eventually 
resigned from his 
PCC position. He had 
previously been the head 
of children’s services in 
Rotherham.

Some 33 police officers 
remain on notice that they 
are under investigation by 
IOPC.

Anti-gay 
Ukipper
A Ukip councillor has 
been ordered to step down 
from the South Yorkshire 
Police and Crime panel 
after making homophobic 
comments.

Brian Cutts made the 
comments at a Rotherham 
Council committee 
meeting in March. He 
asked, “Why are we 
allowing lesbians and gay 
men to foster children?”

He added that he knew 
“right from wrong” and 
“knew which side of the 
road to drive on and which 
way to go straight”.

A panel last week 
ruled the comments 
were homophobic and 
brought the authority into 
disrepute. Cutts said he 
stood over his views.

Child care  
cash shortfall 
A £410 MILLION increase 
to children’s services is 
only half what councils 
need. Chancellor Philip 
Hammond announced  
£650 million for social 
care in his budget, with 
two thirds effectively 
earmarked for children. 

But figures from the 
department of made up 
statistics—or Office for 
Budget Responsibility— 
show local authorities 
were short by £800 
million for child social 
care last year.

Government funding to 
councils has been slashed 
by almost 50 percent 
since 2010.

Fashion police

THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I do feel some 
small shred of 
sympathy’
Daily Mail columnist  
Sarah Vine on disgraced 
billionaire Philip Green

‘Green’s chief 
error was 
employing too 
many snowflakes’
Vine continues

‘Incredibly brave 
man’
Ukip leader Gerard Batten on 
Nazi Tommy Robinson

‘He’s not a 
criminal. He may 
have criminal 
convictions, 
that’s not to say 
he is guilty’
Batten continues

‘Totally 
unrepentant’
Batten on his support for 
Robinson

‘Racist, sexist, 
homophobic or a 
refreshing break 
from political 
correctness?’
Headline tweeted by the BBC 
on the election of  
Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil

‘Black people are 
too stupid to vote 
for me’ 
US President Donald Trump

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7819 1180
Circulation
020 7819 1171

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ@

‘‘ The wealthy who pay low 
Persimmon
Jeff Fairburn £47million

Melrose 
Simon Peckham £42.7 million

GVC 
Kenny Alexander  
£18 million

Reckitt 
Ben Rakesh 

Kapoor  
£12.4 million 

BA Tobacco 
Nicandro Durante £11.4 million  

BP 
Bob Dudley £10.4 million

Carnival 
Arnold Donald £8.9 million

Prudential 
Mike Wells £8.7 million
   
Vodafone 
Vittorio Colao £7.9 million   
   

JEFF FAIRBURN

Tony Blair



IN BRIEF
 Pro-Palestine  
 win in Leeds
THE PRO-Palestinian 
Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions campaign scored a 
victory after Leeds university 
divested from firms linked to 
Israeli violence.

It has divested from 
Airbus, Keyence and United 
Technologies which supplied 
or maintained military 
equipment used in Israel’s 
2014 war on Gaza.

Students, staff and former 
students had called on the 
university to break ties with 
the firms.

 Suspended for  
 taking on Israel
A WORKER has reportedly 
been suspended from his job 
at Labour-run Dudley council 
after criticising Israel on his 
Facebook page.

Paul Jonson called Israel 
a “racist endeavour” and 
advertised a lobby of Dudley 
Labour MP Ian Austin’s 
surgery. 

The Campaign Against 
Antisemitism accused Paul 
of breaching the International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance definition of 
antisemitism.

 Student society  
 cancels speech
THE LABOUR Society at 
Sheffield University cancelled 
a speech by Labour MP Chris 
Williamson after pressure by 
pro-Israel campaigners. 

It said it could not 
invite Williamson—who 
has defended the right 
to criticise Israel—while 
the Metropolitan Police 
investigates antisemitism in 
the Labour Party.

The Metropolitan Police 
says it is not investigating 
the Labour Party.

 Hundreds of anti-fascists  
 see off Nazis in Liverpool
HUNDREDS OF protesters drove a 
far right group out of Liverpool on 
Saturday.

The “Merseyside and North West 
Frontline Patriots” had intended 
to march to Derby Square in the 
city centre. Instead they never left 
Moorfields train station. 

Around 500 anti-fascist protesters 
pushed the tiny handful of fascists 
back onto trains out of the city.

Anti-racists shouted, “You’re not 
going anywhere,” and “No pasaran,” 
as the fascists were forced back.

Video footage showed the 
 “patriots” running up the steps of the 
station and back inside.

Paul Jenkins from Unite Against 
Fascism (UAF) told Socialist Worker, 
“There was a really positive mood on 
the protest. And there was a great 
response from a passersby, who com-
mented on how good the anti-racist 
placards were.

“There was a feeling that we had 
scored a complete victory and there 
was a celebratory mood.”

The protest came a day after Alice 
Weidel, leader of German far right 
AfD party, was due to make a speech 
at Oxford university.

Fear of mass anti-racist opposition 
forced Weidel to cancel the visit.

Unions
UAF Merseyside and Liverpool Stand 
Up to Racism called the demonstra-
tion at Moorfields Station. It was 
supported by regional unions in the 
north west of England including the 
CWU, GMB, NEU, PCS, Unison and 
Unite.

Constituency Labour Parties 
including Birkenhead, Halton, 
Wallasey, Walton, West Derby 
Wirral South backed it too, as did 
Merseyside Together. 

Mayor Joe Anderson and other 
councillors joined the demonstration. 
Liverpool councillor Anna Rothery 
spoke to the crowd.

Anderson said that “peaceful 

people power chased the fascists off 
our streets”. 

And shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell tweeted his solidarity 
with protesters.

Paul said, “What came across 
clearly was the involvement of trade 
unions and Labour Party members. 
There was a great feeling of unity on 
the day.”

After the far right group had 
been turned back, protesters held a 
victory march back to Lime Street 
 station chanting, “Whose streets? 
Our streets!”

Paul Sillett from UAF spoke about 
the threat of Tommy Robinson’s 
movement. People also remembered 

Max Levitas, the Cable Street veteran, 
who died on Friday of last week.

Speakers called on protesters 
to join the national demonstration 
against racism and fascism in London 
on 17 November.

Paul said, “The people of Liverpool 
have once again shown the fascists 
that they are not welcome here.

“Over 70 years on from the horrors 
of the Holocaust, it is vital we oppose 
the fascists to make sure that ‘Never 
Again’ becomes a reality.”

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
The Frontline Patriots planned to 
march in Liverpool last Saturday
lBut only a tiny handful turned 
out for the fascist protest
lHundreds of anti-fascists 
mobilised against them—and 
stopped the Nazis from protesting
lThe Nazis were humiliated and 
forced to flee the city
lThe protest brought together 
trade unionists, Labour Party 
members, socialists and others
lIt showed how united action can 
push back the Nazis

IN THIS WEEK

 1989
Celebrations after 
Berlin Wall falls
PEOPLE began to break 
apart the Berlin Wall on  
9 November 1989.

It was part of a process 
from below that heralded 
the end of the Stalinist 
Soviet Union. 

Millions of people 
protested across the 
Eastern Bloc.

ANTI-FASCISTS VASTLY outnumbered the Nazis in Liverpool on Saturday  

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5620 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

The working class needs a 
paper that puts their interests 
above all else, that fights for 
class unity against the racists 
and  fascists and also argues 
for a different future. 

Socialist Worker is that kind 
of paper and as it has no rich 

backers, it needs your support 
so it can continue being at the 
heart of the resistance.  
Roger Huddle 
Founder Member of Rock 
Against Racism

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. We are asking 
everyone who enjoys Socialist Worker 
to donate as much as they can and 
help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£85,084
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 Stats make  
 mockery of  
 Tory pledge  
 on refugees 
Sea routes are becoming deadlier, 
but the Tories are refusing to offer 
refuge, says Tomáš Tengely-Evans

JUST 20 unaccompanied chil-
dren have been resettled in 
Britain directly from refugee 
camps in the Middle East.

The Tories had promised to 
resettle up to 3,000 over the course 
of four years when the Vulnerable 
Children’s Resettlement Scheme 
(VCRS) was launched in 2016.

The figures released to the 
Observer newspaper show far fewer 
have been let in.

Then-prime minister David 
Cameron also promised to allow 
20,000 Syrian refugees into Britain.

Sea routes are also becom-
ing deadlier for refugees. For 
every 18 people who crossed the 
Mediterranean between January 
and July, one has died or gone 
missing. 

That’s up from one death for 
every 42 people who crossed in the 
same period in 2017.  

Almost 2,000 refugees have 
already died trying cross the 
Mediterranean since January. 

The annual figure could surpass 
the 3,139 refugees who drowned 
in 2017—including an estimated  
300 children. 

The VCRS was brought in at the 
height of the refugee crisis. 

Direct action by refugees and 
a mass outpouring of solidarity 
across society put the Tories and 
the European Union’s (EU) rulers 
under pressure.

Offensive
Yet since then the right has gone on 
the offensive.

Far right and racist governments 
in Austria, Italy and Hungary are 
pushing for more internal border 
controls.

And “centrist” leaders, such as 
German chancellor Angela Merkel 
and French president Emmanuel 
Macron, are also pushing through 
a racist clampdown.

They want to reinforce the EU’s 
external borders.

Those refugees who do make 
it into Europe face barbed wire, 
police batons and destitution. 
Over 1,000 refugees are trapped 

at Britain’s border in Calais as 
freezing weather approaches. 
Another set of figures showed 
that the Tories have accepted  
220 unaccompanied children under 
a separate scheme known as the 
Dubs Amendment. 

The Tories agreed to bring in  
480 children—down from the  
3,000 pushed for by Labour peer 
Lord Dubs. 

Solidarity
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) and 
Care4Calais are organising a two-
day delegation to Calais from  
8 December.

The delegation will bring much-
needed supplies, but it’s also about 
bringing political solidarity and 
building a movement in Britain.

The only solution to the situation 
in Calais is to open the border and 
let all of the refugees into Britain.

The Tories’ racist treatment of 
refugees hammers home the need 
to take on state-sponsored racism 
and the far right it fuels. 

A key opportunity to do this 
is the SUTR national demonstra-
tion against racism and fascism in 
London on 17 November.

On other pages...
Round-up of anti-racist activity 
around Britain >>Page 16

BACK STORY
Only a small number of refugees 
have been resettled in Britain
lThe Tories made various 
promises about how many 
refugees they would help
lAnd sea routes across the 
Mediterranean are becoming 
more deadly for refugees
lAnti-racists plan to take much 
needed supplies and solidarity 
to refugees in Calais, France next 
month
lThe national demonstration on 
17 November can help to turn the 
tide against the racists

REFUGEES FACE ever deadlier sea crossings as governments enforce racist immigration rules  

 Threat to migrants who seek welfare
IMMIGRATION OFFICERS have 
been placed in at least eight 
local councils in London. 

It is another sign that 
home secretary Sajid Javid 
has not dropped the “hostile 
environment” policy despite 
warm words in the wake of the 
Windrush scandal.

The officers can sit in on 
a range of interviews with 
migrants from outside the 
European Union who are trying 
to access council-run services. 

Many migrants are hit by the 
No Recourse To Public Funds 
rule, which stops them using 
council and NHS services. 

The Project 17 charity said 
officers had threatened to deport 
migrants seeking welfare or 

offered them “voluntary return”.
The councils are Bexley, 

Barking and Dagenham, 
Greenwich, Enfield, Lewisham, 
Croydon, Hackney and Harrow. 

All of them, apart from Bexley, 
are controlled by Labour Party 
administrations. 

Labour-run Southwark 
council in south London 
removed the immigration 
officer after allegations that 
they had given incorrect advice 
to migrants. 

Similarly, Labour-run Haringey 
council in north London dropped 
its officer in 2017 after a series 
of complaints.

This shows that councils are 
vulnerable to pressure from  
anti-racist campaigning.  

FIGURE IT OUT
 56  percent of people 

in detention were 
classed as an “adult 
at risk” a Guardian 
newspaper survey of 
around 200 detainees 
found last month

 27  percent of those 
surveyed had been 
tortured

 84  percent had been 
given no removal 
directions, implying 
open-ended detention

 Solidarity with Stansted 15
AROUND 100 people 
rallied outside 
Chelmsford Crown 
Court on Monday 
in solidarity with 
15 activists facing 
jail under terror 
legislation.

The “Stansted 
15” tried to stop a 
deportation flight at 
Stansted Airport in 
Essex in March 2017. 

The jet was 
chartered by the 
Home Office to deport 

detainees to Africa.
Their trial restarted 

at the beginning of 

last month and is 
continuing.

The Crown 
Prosecution Service 
brought charges 
against them under 
the Aviation and 
Maritime Security Act. 

This is a piece of 
terrorism legislation 
which has never been 
used against political 
protesters before.

It allows for lengthy 
sentences, including 
life imprisonment. 

Support for Stansted 15

Immigration officials target migrants
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WHAT WE THINK
WELFARE
Report slams ‘pointlessly 
cruel’ benefit sanctions
by SADIE ROBINSON

A DAMNING report 
released on Tuesday 
slammed the 
government’s brutal 
benefit sanctions 
regime. 

The MPs’ Work and 
Pensions Committee 
said the human cost 
of sanctions, where 
benefits are withheld, 
is “simply too high” 
and “pointlessly cruel”.

And it found that 
single parents, care 
leavers and people 
with disabilities and 
health conditions 
are more likely to be 
sanctioned. 

On top of that 
children are at risk of 
becoming “collateral 
damage” when their 
parents’ benefits are 
withheld.

The report is based 
on over 500 responses 
from claimants. 

One disabled 
woman was forced to 
“sofa surf” or sleep 
in a library for a 
year when all of her 
benefits were taken 
away. 

The report comes 
as new figures show 
that the Universal 
Credit (UC) benefit 

has led to more 
emergency supplies 
being handed out at 
food banks. 

The Trussell 
Trust charity 
said it provided 
658,048 supplies 
between April and 
September—a 
13 percent rise 
compared to the same 
period a year ago. 

Emma Revie from 
the trust said planned 
Tory changes to UC 
wouldn’t solve the 
problem. 

“They won’t help 
people making new 
claims this winter,” 
she said. 

She said the only 
way to stop people 

being driven to food 
banks was to “pause 
all new claims to 
Universal Credit”.

A petition calling 
on the government to 
deal with problems 
with UC was set to be 
delivered to Downing 
Street on Wednesday 
of this week. 

There is widespread 
opposition to UC, 
even among Tories. 

But the government 
is fighting to plough 
ahead with it.

UC is a mechanism 
to punish poor people 
and low paid workers. 

The rollout should 
be stopped—and 
the entire benefit 
scrapped now.

ATTACKS ON benefits are driving up food bank use 

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

REMEMBER REVOLUTIONS 
ENDED FIRST WORLD WAR

 T
HIS WEEK marks  
100 years since the end 
of the First World War. 
The bloody conflict 
caused appalling suffering 

and loss of life.
A staggering 40 million military 

personnel and civilians are 
thought to have died as a result 
of the war. Many were killed in 
fighting—over one million during 
the Battle of the Somme in 1916 
alone. Others died from  
war-related famine and disease.

Our rulers will make an 
enormous fuss about mourning 
the dead this week. But they will 
also say the war had to be fought.

They say an aggressive German 
state threatened the peace in 
Europe, and challenging it was in 
all of our interests. They make 
such an effort to push this view 
because the reality exposes the 
brutality of their system.

The war was not in everyone’s 
interests. It was an imperialist 
conflict waged to protect and 
further empires. 

Millions of people suffered and 
died so that our rulers could fight 
over who controlled which bits 
of land. We are told to celebrate 
how the war brought “the nation” 
together. In fact many people saw 

through their rulers’ lies—and 
resisted. The war sparked a wave 
of revolt. 

Workers across Europe, 
including in Britain, France and 
Italy, staged mass strikes and huge 
demonstrations. Armies mutinied, 
and revolutions erupted in Russia 
and Germany (see pages 10&11).

The armistice of 1918 came 
about because Germany’s rulers 
feared the navy and army mutinies 
would spread and the state would 
collapse—so they surrendered.

Action by ordinary workers 
and soldiers—not clever moves 
by their rulers—ended the 
slaughter. If they’d had their way, 
the deaths would have continued. 
The ruling class created an official 

industry of remembrance as part 
of a battle over the interpretation 
of the war. 

The war created revolutionary 
movements that threatened their 
rule. So they tried to control that 
horror and push it in a direction 
that didn’t threaten the established 
order. This continues today.

People who refuse to go along 
with the official remembrance and 
wear a poppy come under attack. 

And people who say that the 
war shouldn’t have been fought are 
accused of disrespecting the dead.

The real people who disrespect 
the dead are those who are quite 
happy to keep sending working 
class people to die in wars today. 
Just like those who sent them to 
die 100 years ago.

The First World War is a 
symbol of everything that is 
wrong with the system. 

It shows how little our rulers 
value working class lives. 

But it also shows that 
ordinary people have the power, 
even in the most desperate 
circumstances, to fight back.

The revolutions that ended the 
war gave a glimpse of a different 
way of running society, and of the 
potential for a world without wars. 
That’s what we should remember.

HYPOCRISY OVER GRENFELL
 EVERY POLITICIAN and 

pundit was publicly sickened 
by the disgusting video 

of people burning an effigy of 
Grenfell Tower on bonfire night.

Tory prime minister 
Theresa May said it is “utterly 
unacceptable” to “disrespect 
those who lost their lives, their 
families and loved ones”.

Yet this is precisely what the 
Tory government did—in the run-
up to the fire and in its aftermath. 
At least 72 people died as a 
result of the Grenfell Tower fire 

block in west London on 14 June 
2017.

Gavin Barwell, the then 
housing minister, sat on a report 
that recommended retro fitting 
sprinklers into high-rise buildings. 

He is now adviser to the prime 
minster who thinks it’s “utterly 
unacceptable to disrespect” 
Grenfell victims. 

Barwell showed no respect for 
residents’ lives before they lost 
them. Much of the media that 
denounced the video have also 
covered up the truth about the 

Grenfell fire. They have peddled 
lies about the survivors to deflect 
from the truth.

And the victims, their relatives 
and residents are still being 
treated with the same contempt.

More than 150 families made 
homeless by the fire are still 
living in temporary or emergency 
accommodation. 

The Tory ministers, councillors, 
contractors and housing bosses 
are the criminals who should 
be arrested for the murder at 
Grenfell.

The real people 
who disrespect 
the dead are the 
ones who sent 
them to die

‘‘ 
Women workers are losing 
thousands in retirement
WOMEN will receive 
thousands of pounds 
less a year in 
retirement—on top of 
facing a longer wait 
before they can claim 
their state pension.

New analysis 
of data on British 
household incomes 
suggests the gap 
between men and 
women’s pension 
income is nearly  
40 percent. The figure 
is twice that of the 
gender pay gap. 

In the next few 
weeks the age at 
which women can 
claim their state 
pension equalises 
with men’s at 65.

Women’s pension 
age has gradually 
risen since 2010, 
when it was 60. 

Then Tory 
chancellor Ken Clarke 
announced in his 
1993 budget that the 

women’s pension age 
would be brought into 
line with men’s at  
65 by 2020.

This deadline was 
later brought forward 
to 2018.

Women Against 
State Pension 
Inequality campaign 
supporters interrupted 
Philip Hammond’s 
budget speech 
last week. If the 
government wanted 
equality, it could 
have reduced men’s 
pension age. Instead 

it betrayed promises 
made to women in 
their 50s about when 
their pensions would 
be due. The injustice 
is intensified by how 
much less women 
receive when they 
retire. 

The new study 
by the Prospect 
union considered all 
retirement income 
sources, including 
state, personal and 
workplace pensions. 

It concluded that 
pension income for 
female retirees was 
39.5 percent lower 
than for men, or 
around £7,000 a year.

Women’s pensions 
are lower because 
women are on average 
paid less than men. 

And many pensions 
discriminate against 
“gaps” in work history 
due to caring for 
children.

A pension campaigner
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ANALYSIS 
NICK CLARK

Palestine activists 
call for single state 
A DEFINITE shift has taken place in the Palestine 
solidarity movement. Not so long ago people who call for 
a one state solution in Palestine were a clear minority.

Now it seems the opposite is true. The Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign (PSC)—the largest and broadest pro-Palestinian 
organisation in Britain—held a conference last Saturday 
where the main theme was ending apartheid in Palestine.

Two keynote speakers—theorists Virginia Tilley and 
Hazem Jamjoum—kicked the day off explicitly rejecting the 
two-state solution and the Palestinian Authority (PA). 

Both argued that the partition of Palestine in 1948, creating 
a state of Israel based on discrimination against Arabs, could 
only be racist. Both also criticised the PA for accepting that 
racial division by agreeing to the two state solution.

It used to be the case that this kind of argument was 
barely tolerated in the PSC. This time there was hardly a 
whisper of disagreement.

Most people at the conference seemed to accept as a given 
that the two state solution is dead. Discussion turned to how 
solidarity with Palestine means more than just opposing the 
occupation of the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza 
Strip.

This change hasn’t come out of nowhere. The reality 
of the occupation has made it glaringly obvious that the 
two state solution could never mean freedom or justice for 
Palestinians.

The Oslo Accords—which were supposed to lay the 
groundwork for an independent Palestinian state—were 
signed more than 25 years ago.

In those 25 years Israel has consistently sabotaged “peace 
talks” while the PA took responsibility for managing and 
policing Palestinians under occupation.

All the while Israel has massively grown the size and 
population of its settlement in East Jerusalem and the West 
Bank. Any Palestinian state based on the land that’s left 
would be fragmented and under Israeli military control.

Occupation
That’s caused a crisis for the Israeli state, which openly frets 
about maintaining its Jewish majority in order to remain a 
“Jewish state”. The myth of the two state solution has helped 
bolster the occupation and deny Palestinian refugees from 
1948 and their descendants the right to return.

Israel’s crisis is made worse by the fact that its violence has 
led to growing support for Palestinians.

Its response has been to increase its persecution of 
Palestinians, exclude them from politics and erase their 
history. Earlier this year the Israeli government passed a 
racist “Nation State” law that denies Palestinians citizenship 
inside Israel.

It has also fought to make describing Israel as racist an 
antisemitic attack. It has done the same for discussing its 
ethnic cleansing of Palestinians, or calling for a one state 
solution. That’s another reason why the PSC has had to shift. 

In Britain, the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance’s definition of antisemitism has been adopted by the 
government, several councils, and the Labour Party. 

Examples attached to the definition mean that activists 
now face accusations of antisemitism if they call Israel a 
racist or apartheid state.

So Palestine solidarity activists now have to say clearly 
exactly why it’s right to brand Israel racist. 

Much of the PSC’s conference last Saturday dealt with 
why Israel meets a legal definition of apartheid. But 
ultimately explaining why Israel is a racist state means 
talking about how it was founded on racial division and the 
ethnic cleansing of Palestinians.

Ending that division means fighting for a single state 
in all of Palestine, with equal democratic rights for all its 
citizens—Arabs and Jews.

Some in the PSC look to a Jeremy Corbyn-led Labour 
Party as the best way of pressuring Israel. But the argument 
for a one state solution still has to be won among Labour 
members. And the Labour Party, including Corbyn, is 
committed to the two state solution. 

Support for a one state solution means looking for other 
ways to win freedom and justice for the Palestinians. It 
means putting resistance by ordinary people in Palestine and 
across the Middle East at the centre.

WORKERS IN Bolton have shown how to win victories over pay—by fighting  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Victimised for speaking out 
against the health pay deal?
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

SOLIDARITY IS growing for 
a nurse and leading union 
activist who has been sus-
pended from holding office 
in the Unison union.

Karen Reissmann is widely 
known as someone who 
spoke out against this years’ 
NHS pay deal.

She said the agreement fell 
short of what workers could 
have won—and refused to 
support it.

The deal was cobbled 
together by the Tories and 
the leaderships of 13 health 
unions.  

Karen is  an e lected 
member of Unison’s national 
executive and its health ser-
vice group executive. Her 
suspension means she is 
unable to take her place on 
these important bodies.

She is also a supporter of 
Socialist Worker newspaper 
and a trade union militant 
who fights for workers and 
patients in the NHS.  

In 2007 she was sacked 
by a previous employer after 
speaking out over NHS cuts 
and privatisation.

A two-year battle included 
14 days of strikes in her 
defence by 700 workers and 
an all-out strike of a week by 
150 others. It ended with a 
settlement at an employment 
tribunal.

Now growing numbers of 
Unison members are rais-
ing concerns about Karen’s 

suspension. A statement 
initiated by many of them 
said, “We note that Karen 
Reissmann is currently sus-
pended from office in Unison. 

“She has been outspo-
ken about the NHS pay 
deal. She believes NHS 
workers could have 
done better from this 
weak government 
and that Unison 
materials were 
 misleading to 
members. 

“We are 
concerned 
these views 

and her suspension are 
linked.”

“Whatever our own per-
sonal view of the NHS pay 
deal, or if we have no view 

at all, we believe that any 
investigation of branches 
or individuals should be 
withdrawn and Karen’s 

suspension should be 
immediately lifted.”

Karen’s suspen-
sion comes as 

workers raise 
c o n c e r n s 
that  many 
health unions 
mis-sold their 

members this year’s pay deal 
(see box).

All the health unions, 
apart from the GMB, pushed 
for their members to accept 
the three-year agreement. 

The Unison members’ 
statement said, “We are 
aware branches were threat-
ened with disciplinary action 
if they opposed the NHS pay 
deal.

“We are opposed to discipli-
nary action being threatened 
or instigated against individ-
uals or branches for simply 
expressing a different view 
from the national leadership 
on issues that affect members 
or for campaigning among the 
membership to alter Unison 
policy on any issues.

“Unison needs healthy 
debate, not the silencing of 
opposing views.

A revolt in the Royal 
College of Nursing union over 
the mis-selling of the pay deal 
saw the  leadership lose a vote 
of no confidence and resign.

It was a vindication of all 
those across the unions who 
campaigned against the deal.

This has made the lead-
ership of Unison nervous as 
it was one of the key unions 
which pushed for its mem-
bers to accept the agreement. 

The leaders of the 13 
health unions should reopen 
the deal and fight to get more 
from this weak government.

The Unison leadership 
should immediately lift 
Karen’s suspension and with-
draw any disciplinary action.

How the deal was sold
THE HEALTH unions 
mis-sold the deal to their 
members. Many were 
shocked when they got 
pay slips showing only 
tiny pay increases.

NHS pay scales 
are made up bands, 
subdivided into 
incremental points. 

Health workers who 
haven’t reached the top 
of their pay band moved 
up these points at an 
annual increment date.

Unison and the 
other unions had a 
pay calculator on 
their websites.

It suggested people 
not at the top of their 
pay bands would get 

pay rises on 1 April that 
they were not due until 
their increment date. 

This date could 
be up to 11 and half 
months later.

The Royal College of 
Nursing asked Electoral 
Reform Services to 
conduct an investigation 
of how the deal was 
presented. It found that 
the pay calculator “was 
not able to relay the 
nuances of the deal”.

“It was not able 
to provide sufficient 
detail to members on 
how the deal would 
be implemented and 
affect pay packets in 
the short term,” it said. 

Karen Reissmann
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 Residents  
 forced into  
 industrial  
 estates
People from London are being 
sent to live in remote and unsafe 
business units, says Alistair Farrow
LONDON BOROUGHS  a re 
 sending homeless people miles 
from their friends and families to 
live on remote industrial estates 
in Essex.

Many of those who have been 
forced to move to units in Harlow 
are suffering from depression as a 
result.

Tenants there spoke to Socialist 
Worker about the harsh reality of 
life on the industrial estates.

“In the first two months of me 
living here someone killed herself,” 
said Linda. “She hung herself in one 
of the upstairs rooms.”

Linda has lived in a bedsit in 
Templefields House on the River 
Way estate for one year and eight 
months—in one room with her two 
young children. She is now moving 
out.

“Everyone here is depressed,” 
said Linda. “There’s no transport, 
people have to walk miles with 
their kids to school. You see people 
crying openly very often.”

Although some private tenants 
live there, the majority of people 
are in temporary housing. 

Linda said she was moved to the 
block after living in the London 
borough of Havering. “The coun‑
cil said they had discharged their 
duty of care by putting me here,” 
she explained.

“I then went to Harlow council, 
which said I have to live there for 
five years before they can help me.

Children
People don’t feel safe at Templefields 
House. There are rats near the bins 
and the road outside the block is 
an access road for the industrial 
  estate— lorries barrel down it, ten 
feet from where children play. 

Templefields has enough rooms 
to accommodate 174 people, 
according to a sign on the front. 

It’s not clear if three people to 
one room is included in the calcu‑
lations of Caridon Property, the pri‑
vate firm that services the building.

Caridon promises to “offer 
landlords a reliable and consist‑
ent income” by guaranteeing the 

landlord rent. The company’s web‑
site says, “We effectively become the 
perfect tenant, providing landlords 
with a service that ensures peace of 
mind and regular payments with no 
hidden fees.”

At Phoenix House in Harlow’s 
West Road industrial estate resi‑
dents said the council had told them 
there was a regular bus service to 
get to the block.

Some vulnerable residents have 
been rehoused there after escaping 
abusive relationships. But the front 
door to the block can’t be locked, 
meaning people can just wander in 
to communal areas.

One resident told Socialist 
Worker that people have been 
found sleeping on the stairs. The 
list of complaints adds up to make 
life intolerable.

Heni explains, “Rubbish is being 
burned around the corner at the 
recycling centre. One morning, I 
came down to have a cigarette I 
saw there was fog. But it wasn’t 
fog, it was smoke from the recy‑
cling plant.”

This scandal is the latest in a long 
list. The Tories created the housing 
crisis. But the fact that Labour coun‑
cils, such as Harlow, are refusing to 
put up a fight is making it worse.

On other pages...
Why women are still fighting for 
equal pay >>Page 17

THE SHADOW chancellor is trying to sit on the fence  Picture: Guy Smallman

John McDonnell’s appeal to bankers 
and bosses is a warning about Labour
JOHN MCDONNELL, Labour’s 
shadow chancellor, made an 
appeal to banking fat cats last 
week. 

“What you’ll get from us is 
certainty,” he told business bosses 
in the heart of London’s City 
financial district. “There’s nothing 
up my sleeve.”

He met with a motley crew 
in the offices of media group 
Bloomberg. Representatives from 
Virgin Media, the Crown Estate 
and Pfizer were invited.

McDonnell boasted that a 
Labour government would 
cooperate with business—and said 
bosses would have a seat at the 
table.

Achieving
“If you don’t like the policies we’re 
using to achieve our objectives, if 
there’s another way of achieving 
those objectives, let me know and 
we’ll discuss them.

“If there’s another way that’s 
more pragmatic we’ll do it.”

His meeting with the mega‑rich 
wasn’t the only sign that 
McDonnell is thinking seriously 
about how a future Labour 
government would run.

He also backed a Tory 

package of tax cuts for higher 
earners—allowing the Lib Dems 
to spearhead parliamentary 
resistance to them. 

The changes will raise the 
higher income tax rate threshold 
to £50,000 and the personal 
allowance for income tax to 
£12,500 from April.

That means people earning 
less than £12,500 won’t pay any 
income tax, compared to the 
current allowance of £11,850. But 
the real winners are the rich.

The higher tax threshold 
currently applies to anyone 
earning over £46,350. Putting it up 
to £50,000 lets richer people keep 
more of their money.

Despite it being a tax cut 
predominately for higher‑earners, 
McDonnell said Labour wouldn’t 
reverse the cut. 

In the House of Commons Labour 
told its MPs to abstain on the Lib 
Dem motion opposing the changes. 

Opportunistically, a group of 
Labour right wingers backed the 
Lib Dems and voted against the tax 
cut, hoping to undermine Jeremy 
Corbyn. 

They voted the right way for 
tactical reasons, not principled 
ones. McDonnell’s position is a far 

cry from the anti‑establishment 
wave that Corbyn rode during his 
leadership contests and general 
election campaign. 

Labour’s election manifesto in 
2017 pledged to make the financial 
sector pay more tax and promised 
to “transform how our financial 
system operates”.

Powerful
But now Labour’s leaders sense 
a general election, know the 
powerful will oppose fundamental 
change and want to appease the 
rich who seek to derail a Corbyn 
victory. Bosses will likely be happy 
to use their investments as a 
method of political influence. 

When McDonnell says bankers 
have “pragmatic” solutions, he 
implies Labour will clear the path 
for them to continue to make 
profits.

The trajectory of McDonnell 
reflects the limitations of Labour’s 
politics. 

But it is possible to build a 
society where bankers and bosses 
are not in charge. 

We need to challenge the 
City fat cats now, and fight for 
something better in the future.
Sarah Bates

Templefields House
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Trump tells soldiers to shoot 
migrants at US’s south border
RACIST US president Donald 
Trump has sent soldiers to the 
country’s southern border—
threatening that they’ll shoot 
migrants from countries such as 
Honduras and El Salvador.

As many as 12,000 migrants are 
estimated to be travelling through 
Mexico to the US in large groups 
known as caravans. 

The four main groups have been 
met with solidarity from ordinary 
people who have donated food and 
clothing to them.

People are travelling from coun-
tries that have been ravaged by the 
crimes of US imperialism, only to 
be denounced by the US president 
as “hardened criminals” for want-
ing to escape.

They are risking everything for a 
chance at a better life. 

Tomas Gonzalez Casti l lo, 
director of a migrant shelter in 
Tenosique, Mexico described parts 
of their route as “deadly, lethal 
territory”.

Trump has ordered 15,000 US 
troops to be sent to the border, and 
they have begun to arrive. 

He has said that if any migrants 
throw stones, soldiers should “con-
sider it a rifle”.

Alan Dicker from the Texas-
based Detained Migrant Solidarity 
Committee told Socialist Worker, 
“Trump is trying to normalise the 
dehumanisation of migrant people 
to the point of mowing them down.

“The border patrol has killed kids 
for throwing rocks before, claiming 
they are deadly weapons.”

Warzone
He added that Trump, in the run-up 
to this week’s midterm elections, 
was “trying to create an illusion 
of this place being a warzone, but 
there’s no one here for the troops 
to fight.

“They’re closing the bridges and 
standing there in riot gear. It’s 
absurd, it’s a theatre.”

While Trump attacks the migrant 
caravan, a real migrant crisis 

created by him is going on inside 
the US. On Thursday of last week 
Trump said of migrants and people 
claiming asylum, “We’re going to 
catch, we’re not going to release.” 

In another interview he said, 
“We’re going to put tents up all 
over the place and they’re going to 
wait.”

Tent cities are being built to 
house detained migrants, often 
unaccompanied children. 

Alan described how “the Torneo 
camp outside El Paso went from 
holding 800 kids to 3,500 kids 
almost overnight.”

He argued that the camps Trump 
has described are likely to be built 
on military bases. 

Many children remain in deten-
tion. If their parents come and 
claim them, they will be arrested 
and detained as well.

Under current rules, migrants 
waiting to have their cases heard 
are released from detention—but 
are given no assistance and are 
attached with ankle tags.

Everyone should have the right 
to live and work wherever they 
choose to.

On other pages...
Has Brazil fallen to fascism? 
>>Pages 14&15

A NATIONAL Guard soldier, who is already at the US-Mexico border 

British royal visit to Nigeria after 
mass killing of peaceful marchers
PRINCE CHARLES visited Nigeria 
in West Africa this week in the 
aftermath of a horrendous state 
massacre.

Nigerian security forces 
massacred 49 people at an army 
roadblock on the road from Nyanya 
to Abuja on Monday of last week. 

A peaceful, unarmed 
demonstration of Shia supporters 
of the Islamic Movement in Nigeria 
(IMN) was gunned down on the 
road. 

The IMN says over 1,000 of its 
members are missing. The police 
say they are holding 400.

The IMN was demonstrating for 
the release of its leader Ibrahim 
Zakzaky. 

He has been illegally detained 
with his wife since the massacre 
of at least 350 IMN members in 
December 2015.  

The high court ordered their 
release in December 2016, but this 

decision has been ignored by the 
security forces. 

The massacre on the Nyanya 
road is the latest evidence of the 
inhumanity of the security forces.  
They have killed as many civilians 
in the north east of the country as 
the infamous Boko Haram group.  

A report by Amnesty 
International shows the level of 
violence and killing aimed at the 
IMN. 

“It seems the Nigerian military 
are deliberately using tactics 
designed to kill when dealing with 
IMN gatherings,” said Osai Ojigho, 
Director of Amnesty International 
Nigeria. 

“Many of these shootings clearly 
amount to extrajudicial executions,” 

“Since a massacre of over 350 
IMN supporters which took place 
in Zaria in 2015, the Nigerian 
authorities have consistently sent 
in the military to respond to IMN 

protests or marches. This strategy 
appears to be at least partly to 
blame for the bloodshed.”

The officers responsible 
for ordering this mass killing 
should be court martialled, but 
more importantly, the security 
forces need to be dissolved and 
re-constituted under popular 
control.

The police always side with the 
money bags. The answer to state 
intimidation is mass collective 
action. 

A planned general strike over 
the level of the minimum wage 
that was set for this Tuesday was 
called off at the last minute.

As socialists we call for full 
support for protests and strikes 
over the massacre and other issues 
that are affecting Nigeria’s workers 
and poor.
Socialist Workers and Youth 
League, Nigeria

BACK STORY
Trump’s threat is his latest 
attack on migrants travelling to 
the US from South America
lPlanned laws announced in 
August would bar any migrant 
from US citizenship if they have 
claimed benefits 
lHis other border laws caused a 
scandal earlier this year
lThousands of children were 
ripped away from their parents 
after arriving in the US
lThey were locked in cages in 
immigration detention centres

Struggle is the alternative
RACISM HAS been central to 
the Republican Party’s strategy, 
on a national and local level. 
Speaking on Sunday in Georgia, 
Trump attacked migrants 
as “criminal aliens” and 
“predators.”

On a local level, Republicans 
have used all forms of racism to 
attack their opponents.

Democrats pose as the 
antidote to Trump. But they 
have been careful to promise 
little. Their main line of attack 
has been over the alleged links 

between the Trump campaign 
and Russia. 

All of the seats in the House of 
Representatives—435—are up 
for grabs in elections this week. 

So are 35 of the 100 Senate 
seats and a number of state 
governorships and local state 
governments.

Whatever the results more 
struggle will be needed against 
Trump and a society where the 
top 1 percent make 25 times 
more than 99 percent of the 
population. 
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We can stop 
Bolsonaro
BRAZIL’S JAIR Bolsonaro 
should be in jail. But it 
will be hard to defeat 
him, as he has some 
parts of the church 
behind him as well.

But his victory gave 
us some hope. I’ve never 
seen the Brazilian left so 
united as it is now.

Cleseo Baranda
On Facebook

lIF WE don’t learn the 
lessons of the whole PT 
period, we won’t learn 
how to defeat Bolsonaro 
and all he stands for.

Peter Dwyer
On Facebook

Anti-racists 
are majority
CAN AND will be beaten! 
(Global menace of far 
right can be beaten, 31 
October).

There’s more of us on 
the right side of history!

Alex Alexandre
On Facebook

I’m missing 
my flu vaccine
I DID wonder why I 
haven’t had a text from 
the doctors telling me 
to book an appointment 
(Winter flu vaccine crisis 
looms, 31 October).

Now I know why!
Katie Todd

On Facebook

Labour plan 
fails tenants
BLUE LABOUR business 
puppets in charge 
(Vulnerable residents 
could lose homes, 31 
October).

About time they 
got the old ones back 
who represent their 
electorate. 

Paddy Hanrahan
On Facebook

lMOST PROBABLY they 
will build for the rich and 
move the people out of 
London completely.

Labour want to use 
Jeremy Corbyn to get in 
but quickly remove him 
to continue austerity.

Andres Viveros
On Facebook

Protest to get 
climate action
WELL DONE to the 
protesters who blocked 
roads around parliament 
over climate change.

Direct action can 
force politicians to take 
action.

Suzy Naylor
Manchester

Just a 
thought...

Shadow chancellor John McDonnell didn’t oppose Tory plans 

 Labour shouldn’t back tax cuts for rich
THE TORY budget has 
been reported as the end 
of austerity and a huge 
boost to the NHS.

As someone who works 
in mental health services 
within the NHS the notion 
that the government is 
now going to fully fund 
services is far from the 
truth. 

It was also clear that 
the main people to gain 
from the tax changes in 
the budget were the much 
better off. 

I was therefore very 
surprised and 
disappointed to see 
Labour’s John McDonnell 

not oppose these tax 
changes. 

If Labour under Jeremy 
Corbyn is to represent a 
challenge to the way 
things are, then taxing 
the rich and their 
corporations is the 

minimum one would 
expect. Trying to appease 
the well off has never 
worked for those wanting 
to fundamentally 
challenge the wealthy.

Salena Williams
Bristol

 We’ll keep  
 fighting to  
 block Uber
I STARTED working for 
Uber in 2013 and I have 
been campaigning since 
2014. In 2016 an 
Employment Tribunal ruled 
we should be treated as 
“limb-b workers”, not 
self-employed due to the 
control Uber has over us. 

Uber appealed last year 
and we won again.

It wants to flood the 
street with drivers 
everywhere without taking 
any responsibility. 

Uber can afford to keep 
appealing. It’s a mockery of 
the system.

I’m grateful to the IWGB 
trade union that helped us 
get the best legal team, and 
for the UPHD drivers who 
backed us. It was a struggle 
and lonely to start with. 

We had drivers scared to 
come forward, or felt there 
was nothing we could do to 
make things better. But 
when we won our first 
tribunal, it really took off. 

We have managed to 
build a movement of 
drivers across Britain in 
seven different cities. 

I have never seen gig 
workers unite and organise 
the way they have today. 

I’m glad we’ve done our 
bit to take on Uber 
alongside James Farrar 
(co-claimant) and helped 
UPHD members across 
Britain. But it is draining 
and it has stressed me out. 

The question is—what is 
the government doing to 
help workers like me? What 
are Transport for London 
and local councils doing? If 
Uber can get away with 
exploiting drivers, it’s bad 
for everyone. We’re going 
to carry this fight forward.

Yaseen Aslam
Former Uber driver

Our battle is political, 
says Glasgow striker 
THANK YOU for printing an 
honest account of the 
dispute with Glasgow City 
Council (Socialist Worker, 
31 October).

I spend much time 
arguing with Scottish 
National Party (SNP) 
supporters that this strike is 
not a politically motivated 
attempt to discredit the 
SNP.

We don’t need to 
discredit the SNP-run 
Glasgow City Council—
their actions do that 
already. However, the 
many times I hear, “This is 

not a political strike!’’ 
bothers me. This IS 
political.

Women being paid much 
lower than men? Unelected 
council officers thwarting 
progress, including millions 
of pounds spent trying to 
block our fight in the 
courts? 

While the chief executive 
gives out six-figure sums 
for some people to access 
pensions early? The largest 
equal pay strike in history? 
My arse it’s not political!

I’m resolved to win.
A Glasgow striker

It’s right to challenge racist 
lies over child sexual abuse 
I THINK this race stuff has allowed 
the police to shift focus away from 
how much they clearly don’t care 
about people from poorer or 
difficult backgrounds (Claims 
about ‘Asian sex gangs’ don’t stack 
up, 31 October).

In the big Rochdale case, 
although some weren’t, most of 
the known victims came from 
chaotic backgrounds—abusive 
homes, absentee parents, the 
foster care system. 

They were easy to target and 
they were children no one cared 
about.

The sexual health clinic worker 
who talked about it said the police 
and social services considered the 
girls “slags” who had it coming 

and that it was inevitable their 
lives would go this way. 

All these ‘OUR GIRLS!’ types 
don’t really bother to look at why 
they ended up being victims. 

Their lives were a mess and no 
one was protecting them or telling 
them they were valuable.

Laura Mar
On Facebook

lTHE VAST majority of CSE 
offenders are single white men. 

Problem is the image of all 
Asian/Pakistani offenders paints a 
different picture. People make 
judgements emotionally, so how 
do you address this?

Shazad Amin
On Twitter

lEXCELLENT ARTICLE. There 
must be many more such criminal 
“gangs” in other “groups” that 
have not been detected or pursued 
with such efforts.

Systemic Islamophobia has 
focused the microscope on 
Muslims, so other groups are 
getting away with it.

AhmedC
On Twitter

lEVERYONE WHO genuinely cares 
about all victims needs to read this 
and read it again.

Huge gratitude to Dr Cockbain 
and Socialist Worker for having 
the courage to go against the tide.

Johnny Spooner
On Twitter
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revolting. When thousands marched 
on the Reichstag parliament build-
ing, Ebert’s right hand man, Philipp 
Scheidemann, was forced to step 
outside and address the crowd. In 
increasing desperation at the crowd’s 
revolutionary demands he declared, 
“Long live the German Republic.” 

The monarchy was gone but the 
old ruling class, the generals and the 
bosses were still determined to regain 
the upper hand. 

As the revolution took hold, the 
future of German capitalism hung in 
the balance. Scheidemann’s procla-
mation came just two hours before 
Liebknecht declared the socialist 
republic. Which would win out?

T
HE WORKERS’ councils  
did not make a bid 
to seize state power. 
Instead they gradu-
ally handed it back to 
the government. And 

revolutionary socialists lacked the 
organisation to successfully argue 
against the retreats. 

The ruling class used the breath-
ing space to launch a vicious 

counter-offensive.
The SPD government and 

the German High Command 
organised a new paramili-
tary force to restore order. 
The Freikorps was made 
up of middle class officers 
and shock troops loyal to 
the old monarchy. 

They waged a campaign 
of reactionary terror against 
the left and workers’ move-
ment. It culminated in the 
crushing of a rising in Berlin 
in January 1919 organised 
by the Sparticists and the 
murder of Liebknecht and 
Luxemburg. 

Up until 1923 there 
were chances for revo-
lutionary struggles to 
break through. And 
despite its defeat, the 
November Revolution 
showed the potential 
for the working class to 
fight for its own libera-
tion—and to stop war.

In her last  written words 
Luxemburg said, “The leadership has 
failed. Even so the leadership must be 
recreated from the masses and out of 
the masses. The masses are the deci-
sive element, the rock on which the 
final victory is built.

“Tomorrow the revolution will 
already raise itself with a rattle and 
announce with fanfare to your terror: 
I was, I am, I shall be.”

 DAYS
 OF
 HOPE

THE 1918 GERMAN 
REVOLUTION

A revolution in Germany that erupted 
100 years ago this month rocked 
Europe’s rulers and helped put a 
socialist world on the agenda.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans looks at 

how the revolt showed the power of 
workers to liberate themselves—and 
to end bloody war

T
HE revolutionary Karl 
Liebknecht proclaimed 
a  “ f r e e  s o c i a l i s t 
republic” from the bal-
cony of the Imperial 
Palace in Berlin on  

9 November 1918.
Thousands of hands of armed 

workers and soldiers shot up when 
he asked, “Who wants the world 
revolution?”

Four years before, German Kaiser 
Wilhelm II addressed a patriotic 
crowd from the same balcony as 
Europe plunged into the First World 
War. Now a revolution had toppled 
the Kaiser and ended the slaughter.

Troops mutinied while workers 
organised mass strikes and demon-
strations. In many parts of Germany 
they set up workers’ councils that 
challenged the political authority of 
the central government.

One newspaper report from 
Bavaria described how “no elegant 
gentleman or well-to-do lady dared 
show themselves in the streets”. “It 
was as if the bourgeoisie had van-
ished,” it said.

“Only workers—wage slaves—
were to be seen. But they were seen 
with arms.”

The German Revolution showed 
the power of the working class to 
challenge those at the top of society. It 
showed how rapidly ordinary people 
can throw off reactionary ideas such 
as nationalism during struggle.

The upheavals were part of a wave 
of revolt that swept Europe following 
the Russian Revolution. In October 
1917 workers seized power and 
began running society through work-
ers’ councils, called soviets.

But Russia was left isolated and 
under siege from remnants of the old 
order and Europe’s rulers. 

Germany was one of the most 
advanced capitalist countries with 
a big socialist and working class 
movement. Vladimir Lenin, leader 
of Russia’s revolutionary Bolshevik 
party, warned, “Without a German 
revolution, we are doomed.”

Germany’s revolt gave the revolu-
tion a chance to succeed.

British Liberal prime minister Lloyd 
George observed the upheavals nerv-
ously. “The whole existing order, in its 
political, social and economic aspects 
is questioned by the masses from one 
end of Europe to another,” he wrote.

Germany’s revolution began when 
sailors at Kiel’s naval base mutinied.

Faced with mounting desertions in 
the trenches and growing unrest from 
workers, the German High Command 
knew the war was lost. 

The Kaiser was forced to accept a 
new government that included Social 
Democratic Party (SPD) ministers in 
October 1918. The Labour-type SPD 
backed the war, but was still the 

largest and most influential working 
class party.

Germany’s rulers hoped its inclu-
sion would placate workers’ resist-
ance and let them cobble together a 
peace treaty that kept the old order 
intact. They underestimated the 
severity of the situation.

Their British and French imperialist 
rivals sensed an opportunity to redraw 
the map of Europe in their interests. 
They wanted the Kaiser’s total surren-
der, not a negotiated peace.

So the German High Command 
ordered the Kiel fleet to take on the 
British in an attempt to avoid humili-
ating surrender terms. 

In Wilhelmshaven sailors put out 
the ships’ boilers to stop the fleet 
leaving port. Less than a week later 
on 23 October, Kiel exploded in 

revolt. Following a week of disobe-
dience and demonstrations, a mass 
meeting of 20,000 people elected a 
sailors’ council. 

By the following morning, it had 
political control of the whole port 
town in northern Germany.

And within 48 hours, unrest 
had returned to Cuxhaven and 
Wilhemshaven. Mass demonstrations 
and general strikes gripped both port 
towns, then people elected workers’ 
and sailors’ councils that took politi-
cal control.

A
S THE revolut ion 
spread across north-
ern Germany, workers 
began to challenge 
some of the labour 
movement’s  more 

moderate leaders.
In Hamburg there was a meeting of 

the Independent SPD, a left wing split 
from the SPD. Some of its members 

such as Karl Liebknecht and Rosa 
Luxemburg were revolutionary social-
ists grouped around the Spartacist 
League. Others were reformists, but 
opposed the SPD’s support for the war.

The Independent SPD meeting 
called for all imprisoned sailors to be 
freed, but rejected calls for a workers’ 
council. This wasn’t enough for large 
numbers of revolutionary workers.

A 100-strong group took over 
the sailors’ union headquarters and 
called for a demonstration the fol-
lowing day. Some 40,000 people 

came onto the streets and voted for a 
“republic of workers’ councils”.

They formed a workers’ council. 
A new revolutionary newspaper in 
the city, The Red Flag, proclaimed, 
“This is the beginning of the German 
Revolution—of the world revolution.” 

Revolution swept through other 
big industrial cities. Only in the capi-
tal Berlin did the ruling class cling to 
power. SPD ministers thought their 
party’s working class roots would 
allow them to hold back revolt. And 
the German High Command believed 

loyal troops and the police could 
maintain order.

Both were in for a shock. 
Liebknecht issued a leaflet call-

ing for revolution, which matched 
the mood of many workers and sol-
diers in Berlin. One newspaper report 
noted with alarm that the supposedly 
loyal “Kaiser Alexander Regiment has 
gone over to the revolution”. 

Tens of thousands of workers in all 
Berlin’s factories joined a general strike. 
The revolt was led by Liebknecht, the 
Spartacists and the revolutionary shop 

stewards’ movement based around 
Berlin’s metal workers. 

Columns of workers and soldiers 
seized the Imperial Palace and the 
police headquarters. Conservative 
chancellor Prince Max handed 
over his position to the SPD leader 
Frederick Ebert in an effort to hold 
back the workers’ movement. 

The right wing SPD leadership 
was solidly opposed to revolution 
and had even dropped opposition 
to the monarchy. But it couldn’t 
openly oppose the workers who were 

A mass meeting 
elected a sailors’ 
council. The next 
day it had control 
of the whole town

‘‘ 

How the biggest workers’ 
party helped restore order 
SPONTANEOUS ACTION by 
workers and soldiers drove 
the spread of the revolution in 
November 1918.

But the Social Democratic 
Party (SPD) played a decisive 
role in helping the ruling class to 
regain the upper hand.

Germany’s rulers had 
repressed the SPD. Yet faced with 
revolution, they saw no other 
option than to bring it back into 
the fold. 

Gustav Stresemann, a leading 
bourgeois politician, said, “A 
government without the Social 
Democrats during the next two 
years seems quite impossible. 
Otherwise we shall stagger from 
general strike to general strike.”

The SPD was officially a 
Marxist party and called for 
socialism to replace capitalism. 
Founded in 1863, it had grown 
into the largest working class 
party in the world with over one 
million members. 

But while its leaders talked 
of Marxism, they increasingly 
focused on winning reforms 
within capitalism rather than 
replacing it altogether. 

Its leaders ended up seeking 
to defend the capitalist state 
and backed Kaiser Wilhelm II’s 
declaration of war in 1914.

Reformism
The SPD still had a massive 
sway among the working class. 
It had been at the forefront 
of pushing for workers’ rights 
and its reformism fitted with 
the majority of working class 
people’s ideas and experiences. 

Most workers can see it’s 
possible to win reforms, but 
view capitalism as the only way 
to run society. And even when 
workers are part of revolutionary 
struggles, not all reach  

revolutionary conclusions about 
the need to smash the whole 
system.

The strength of the SPD meant 
that its reformism had a big 
impact during the revolution. 

When mutiny broke out in Kiel, 
the government sent right wing 
SPD politician Gustav Noske to 
“prevent the rising spreading 
through the fleet”. The leaders of 
the sailors’ council suggested he 
take over its chairmanship.

This put Noske into a position 
of trying to contain the revolution.

Rhetoric
The SPD used a similar 
method after the fall of the 
monarchy in November. It 
invited the Independent SPD, 
made up of revolutionaries 
and left reformists, to join a 
“revolutionary government”.

Liebknecht saw through its 
rhetoric. 

The revolutionaries tried to 
organise an assembly of workers’ 
and soldiers’ councils, but the 
SPD machine moved to pack 
the meeting and marginalise 
Liebknecht and Luxemburg.

There were opportunities for 
the revolutionary left. 

When the Communist Party 
(KPD) was formed in December 
1918, it could draw on the 
support of tens of thousands 
of workers who looked to 
revolutionary change. 

But the KPD was founded late 
and lacked the experiences of 
struggle. Many workers were 
unsure of who to put their trust 
in—and were pulled by reformist 
ideas.

KPD leaders such as 
Luxemburg had trouble winning 
the large numbers of newly 
radicalised workers to the need 
for revolution. 

Rosa Luxemburg broke from the SPD

Mutiny! Sailors of the German 
High Seas Fleet were the spark 
for the revolution in November 
1918 (above) Soldiers soon erected 
barricades to defend their revolt 
(right) Revolutionary socialist 
Karl Liebknecht addresses a mass 
meeting (furthest right)

The proclamation of the republic 
at the Reichstag parliament in 
February 1919 (right) 

While SPD leaders 
talked of Marxism, 
they focused on 
winning reforms 
from capitalism

‘‘ 
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How workers’ uprising ended war  
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

 LONDON: HARINGEY
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
YORK
The Armistice—
remembrance and resistance
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
YO1 9RL

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Ten years after the crash—
why capitalism fails
Mon 12 Nov, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
What do we mean 
by a left Brexit?
Thu 15 Nov, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM
What the frack?! 
Capitalism vs the climate
Wed 14 Nov, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
Kristallnacht—a 
warning from history
Wed 14 Nov, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
 BL1 1DY
BRIGHTON & HOVE
The politics of food
Thu 15 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Marxism and alienation
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CARDIFF
Peterloo 1819—the fight 
for democracy and freedom
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
The First World War—
mutinies and revolts
Thu 15 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COVENTRY
Capitalism vs the climate
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln,
CV1 5RF
EDINBURGH
Who are the working 
class today?
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
Ghetto Fights! The Warsaw 
uprising 75 years on
Thu 15 Nov, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
Why we should celebrate 
the Russian Revolution
Wed 14 Nov, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP

HULL
Capitalism vs the climate
Thu 22 Nov, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ
LIVERPOOL
Going beyond the binary 
—Marxism, gender 
and trans liberation
Wed 21 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln, 
L1 3BTl

LONDON: CENTRAL
Decolonising education
Wed 14 Nov, 6.30pm, 
Room 541 - UCL 
Institute of Education,
20 Bedford Way,
Bloomsbury,
WC1H 0AL
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Agony in Yemen—blood 
on Saudi Arabia’s hands
Thu 15 Nov, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT

LONDON: NEWHAM
The rise of the far right 
—how do we fight it?
Wed 14 Nov, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, 
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Brexit, Corbyn and 
the Tory crisis
Wed 14 Nov, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd,Brixton,
SW2 1EP

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
What the frack?! 
Capitalism vs the climate
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
William Morris Community 
Centre, 6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow, E17 6QQ
LONDON: WEST
Politics of the mind—
Marxism and mental distress
Thu 15 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl, 
W12 7DZ

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Peterloo 1819—the 
fight for democracy and 
freedom then and now
Wed 14 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,M2 5NS
MILTON KEYNES
After Grenfell—how can we 
get secure homes for all?
Mon 26 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Centre,
Fishermead Boulevard,
MK6 2LA
NEWCASTLE
Capitalism vs the climate
Thu 15 Nov, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE
NORWICH
#MeToo—fighting 
sexism and the system
Thu 15 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
PLYMOUTH
Germany 1918-23—
why the lost revolution 
is relevant today
Thu 15 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
What is Islamophobia 
and how do we fight it?
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ
SWANSEA
Peterloo 1819—the fight 
for democracy and freedom
Thu 15 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
TELFORD
#MeToo—fighting 
sexism and the system
Thu 29 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, The Parade,
Wellington, 
TF1 1PY
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Socialist strategy and tactics
Wed 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BURNLEY
How do we stop the rise 
of racism and fascism?
Fri 16 Nov, 7pm, 
The Library Building,
Colne Rd,
BB10 1LL
Speakers include Julie 
Cooper MP and Councillor 
Afrasiab Anwar.
Organised by Stand 
Up To Racism 
DORCESTER
The Leveller Revolution
Sat 10 Nov, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ
Organised by the 
Dorset Socialists
NATIONAL
Unity demonstration 
against fascism and racism
Sat 17 Nov, 12 noon, BBC 
Portland Place, London 
Called by Stand Up To Racism 
and Unite Againt Fascism 
and backed by the TUC

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

BRADFORD
Thu 15 Nov, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Ln 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ

COLCHESTER
Thu 29 Nov, 8pm, 
Hythe Community Centre,
1 Ventura Dr,
CO1 2FG

DONCASTER
Tue 13 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Goose,
53-54 Hall Gate,
DN1 3PB

DUNDEE
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 15 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd,
E5 0PU

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd,
N15 3QH

MEDWAY
Thu 15 Nov, 7.30pm,
Conference Room 
Nucleus Arts Centre,
272 High St,
ME4 4BP

OXFORD
Wed 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Thu 15 Nov, 7pm, 
Central United Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St,
S1 2JB

Brazil, Bolsonaro and 
the rise of the far right

SUPPORTERS OF Jair Bolsonaro celebrate 
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Widows is a heist film that 
pushes at the genre’s limits
Steve McQueen’s new film couldn’t be more different to his past work. It’s 
strength is in nuanced, powerful points about US society, says Julia Ryder
CORRUPTION, CRIME and oppres-
sion are brought together in Widows 
to give subtle snapshots of US 
society.

This heist thriller is a powerful  
adaptation of Lynda La Plante’s ITV 
drama Widows. When the origi-
nal was released in 1983, it turned 
crime fiction on its head by putting 
four women into the leading roles as 
criminals.

Director Steve McQueen takes 
Widows’ basic plot, then transplants 
it from London to Chicago to tackle 
race and class in the US. 

After their husbands are killed in 
a botched job, Veronica, Linda and 
Alice’s lives go up in smoke. 

Their partners leave them without 
any money. 

But Veronica’s husband, the gang’s 
ring leader Harry Rawlins, has left 
them with a powerful enemy. Crime 
boss turned aspiring local politician 
Jamal Manning is determined to get 
back his stolen millions.

Faced with an ultimatum from 
Manning’s thugs, they’ve no choice 
but to perform a heist themselves.

Veronica, a black woman former 
lobbyist for the Chicago teachers’ 
union, is now used to the high life. 
Coming from a much more privi-
leged position, she is the most con-
fident and the driving force behind 
the heist. 

Dynamic
This dynamic between the women 
changes as the film progresses. 

Linda married young with two 
children. Now she’s lost her business 
to her husband’s creditors. Played 
brilliantly by Michelle Rodriguez, 
she grows in confidence throughout 
the film.

The same is true for Polish immi-
grant Alice. At the beginning of the 

film she’s trapped with an abusive 
husband and an overbearing mother, 
who suggests she take up sex work 
after he dies. She becomes crucial to 
the whole sting. 

The criminal activities show that 
they’re part of a corrupt society. 

These antiheroes are reminiscent 
of the hard-boiled cop stories that 
became popular in pulp fiction mag-
azines during the 1930s prohibition 
era. 

In Chicago the forces bolstering 
the Democratic Party’s corrupt polit-
ical stitch ups are shifting. 

Different self-proclaimed leaders 

rely on the same methods to gain the 
votes from whole community groups 
or knock opponents out of the race.  

Jack Mulligan has been picked to 
run for alderman (councillor) in the 
14th Ward.

He’s got to win because his father 
used to be alderman—and before 
that his father’s father—and the fam-
ily’s power and wealth rely on it.  

Meanwhile, Manning hopes 
to go relatively straight and be 
the first black alderman for the  
predominantly black ward.

The politics are never po-faced or 
worthy and the film effectively flits 

back and forth between the personal 
stories and the bigger picture. 

One of the cleverest scenes is 
a flashback to how Veronica and 
Harry’s son was killed in police stop 
and search. 

As the camera zooms in on the car, 
you briefly catch in the corner of your 
eye a row of Barack Obama “Hope” 
posters.

The next moment a cop has just 
murdered another young black man.

Sharp social commentary are cou-
pled with plot twists, violence and 
action to keep you watching. 
On general release

THE WOMEN in Widows pick up the pieces they are left with, and fight for their futures 

PLAY
I’M NOT RUNNING
Written by David Hare 
At the National Theatre until  
31 January 
Go to bit.ly/NotRunning

PLAYS ABOUT the plight of 
the Labour Party must be in 
vogue.

Last year James 
Graham’s comedy Labour 
of Love told the story of 
a right wing Labour MP 
and his left wing campaign 
manager. David Hare’s 
current play I’m Not 
Running has a similar 
premise but without the 
laughs.

Pauline Gibson (Sian 
Brooke) is a junior doctor, 
turned NHS campaigner, 
turned independent MP. 
Popular as a political 
outsider she weighs up 
whether to stand for leader 
of the Labour Party.

She clashes with Labour 
MP Jack Gould, (Alex 

Hassell) who is based on 
every young, careerist 
Blairite MP. Patronising, 
smug and entitled, he’s 
thoroughly unlikeable—and 
wholly convincing because 
of this.

That’s an achievement in 
a play where much of the 
dialogue is anything but 
convincing. And this is a 
very wordy play.

Characters don’t have 
conversations so much as 
deliver speeches at each 
other. It seems that no 
one can open their mouth 
without attempting to make 
a profound, philosophical 
reflection on the nature of 
politics, relationships or 
life itself.

In contrast to Gould, 
Gibson is someone who 
really wants to make a 
difference. If only a “real 
person” could take charge 
of Labour, maybe they 
could change things she 
wonders.

But she is not a Jeremy 
Corbyn stand-in. 

Gibson is very pointedly 
the “respectable” face for 
“sensible” campaigns. An 
“outsider” adept at playing 
the insiders’ game. Popular, 
but not populist. In other 
words she is a Guardian 
columnists’ Labour leader.

There’s a lot of angst in 
this play. But it’s liberal 
angst that feels the centre 
ground collapsing beneath 
its feet.

Sian Brooke as Pauline Gibson

Explosive war caper lords it over zombies and Nazis
FILM
OVERLORD
Directed by Julius Avery 
On general release from  
9 November

AS A cult subgenre, Nazi 
zombie films have their 
own conventions and 
cliches to follow. Producer 
JJ Abram’s Overlord works 
because it does them so 
well.

It’s the night before 
D-Day, and a plane of US 
paratroopers ready to jump 
into France is shot down. 

The survivors discover 
a secret Nazi laboratory 
where French prisoners 
and corpses are subjected 
to bizarre experiments 
designed to turn them into 
superhuman soldiers.

There aren’t exactly 
hordes of these  
zombie-mutants—but 
they’re so grotesque 
and terrifying that there 
doesn’t need to be.

All the other hallmarks 
are there too.

There’s the sadistic 
Nazi scientist, the goose 
stepping German officer, 

the grizzled US veteran, 
the tough-talking trooper, 
the green private straight 
out of boot camp. And of 
course there’s blood and 
guts in abundance, and so 
many moments to make 
you jump that you 
start to anticipate 
them.

A more 
recent action 
cliche—the 
moral 
dilemma 
about war, 
brutality 
and 

the greater good—also 
features. Typically our 
hero, Jovan Adepo’s 
private Boyce, balks at 
the methods of his mates. 
It’s familiar stuff for 
current action movies. 
In more thoughtful films 

it’s meant to prick the 
viewer’s conscience 
with a mild rebuke 
then soothe it with a 

happy resolution. 
But here it’s 

basically just 
a threadbare 

character arc.
Like the genre, the 

real point of this film is the 
gratuitous, over the top 
violence. 

Knowingly ridiculous 
and done with humour, it 
can make you cringe, groan 
and laugh all at once.

Most of this involves 
Nazis getting impaled, 
dismembered or blown up 
in various ways. But there’s 
plenty of shooting to fill 
the gaps in between—and 
the kind of fistfights where 
every punch is as loud as a 
gunshot. 

It’s great fun.
Nick ClarkJovan Adepo helps a friend
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J
AIR Bolsonaro’s 
p res i den t i a l 
e lect ion vic-
tory in Brazil 
has sent shock 
waves across 

the world. 
An extreme right winger 

is in the driving seat of a 
country with 210 million 
people and the world’s 
eighth largest economy. 

He is a threat to women, 
LGBT+ and black people, 
and every other oppressed 
group. He must be stopped.

The election has sent 
commentators scrambling 
for words to categorise 
Bolsonaro and his politics.

In Foreign Policy maga-
zine Federico Finchelstein 
argues, “Bolsonaro’s pop-
ulism harks back to Hitler’s 
time”. 

His article is under the 
headline, “Jair Bolsonaro’s 
model isn’t Berlusconi. It’s 
Goebbels.”

During the election the 
Labour-type Workers’ Party 
(PT) ran campaign videos 
comparing Bolsonaro to Hitler 
and the Nazis.

And some on the revolu-
tionary left have also called 
him a fascist or semi-fascist.

The debate about whether 
Bolsonaro is a fascist matters 
because it determines how the 
left and others should respond 
to the new government. 

It’s a question about what 
the balance of class forces is in 
Brazil, what it means interna-
tionally—and what the poten-
tial is for resistance. 

Russian revolutionary Leon 
Trotsky identified fascism as 
a mass movement of the petty 
bourgeoisie—a section of the 
middle classes, such as farm-
ers, shop keepers and small-
time capitalists.

Historically it drew behind it 
large sections of the peasantry 
and smaller sections of workers. 

Unique 
Fascism’s aim is to smash the 
power of the working class and 
its organisation. 

That’s why it represents 
a unique threat to ordinary 
people and needs to be crushed.

Fascism comes to power in 
societies in deep social crisis. 

When capitalists are no 
longer capable of ruling 
through the normal parliamen-
tary means, they can gamble on 
fascist rule. 

Often the fascists will then 
move against sections of the old 
ruling class. 

The main context for the rise 
of fascism in Italy and Germany 
was the Russian Revolution of 
1917. 

The ruling class internation-
ally was terrified of the spirit of 
workers’ revolt spreading and 
fascism was the poison used to 
kill it off.

Today “Bolshevik revolu-
tion poses not even a ghost of 
a threat,” writes Robert Paxton 
in his book The Anatomy of 
Fascism.  He goes on to argue 
that nothing close to “classi-
cal fascism” exists today.  The 

specific form fascism takes dif-
fers from country to country. 

Fascism in 1920s and 1930s 
Italy was different to that in 
Germany. 

And fascism today is different 
from in the past.

But none of that should hide 
that Bolsonaro—however he is 
defined—is a dangerous enemy 
that must be confronted. 

It is easy to see why people 
argue that Bolsonaro is a fascist. 

Some of the features of his 
campaign could be described 

as fascistic. He has mass rallies 
designed to whip up hatred and 
mobilise against the left. 

At one rally before the elec-
tion he pledged to purge Brazil 
of “left wing criminals”. 

There is no doubt fas-
cists have been emboldened 
by Bolsonaro’s deeply racist 
speeches.

He’s also made clear his abso-
lute contempt for democracy. 

He criticised the dictatorship 
of 1964 to 1985 for not going 
far enough. And he has said he 

would do “the job that the mili-
tary regime didn’t do, killing 
30,000 people.”

He has appealed to the 
middle classes by playing to 
their sense of being attacked 
by former PT president Dilma 
Rousseff. 

But  these character is -
tics don’t mean fascism has 
triumphed. 

And Brazilian capitalism 
is not yet in such a dire crisis 
that it must look to the forces 
of fascism. 

So far the movement on the 
streets behind Bolsonaro has 
been complementary to his 
electoral strategy. 

Now he can call on state 
forces.

Bolsonaro sees his power in 
this existing repressive appara-
tus, not a mass movement. 

One of his election pledges 
was to unleash the police and 
give them virtually unlimited 
power against those he defines 
as opponents. 

Bolsonaro is a career politi-
cian and former army captain. 

Far from rising from the fas-
cist movement, such as Benito 
Mussolini in Italy, he views the 
movement as subsidiary to his 
political ambitions.

This is different to how fas-
cists traditionally take power. 

T
rotsky described 
fasc i sm com-
i ng  to  powe r 
through a mass 
m ove m e n t  o f 
the “petty bour-

geoisie and the bands of 
declassed and demoralised 
lumpenproletariat”. 

There is a danger of dis-
missing out of hand Bolsonaro 
and his supporters because he 
doesn’t appear to fit Trotsky’s 
outline. 

Their political trajectory is 
important. 

There is a potential for a 
genuinely fascist movement 
to develop out of Bolsonaro’s 
administration. 

And there are also a number 
of other possibilities, such as 
the installation of a military 
regime. 

Bolsonaro hypocritically 
positioned himself at the head 
of a middle class-led movement 
against PT corruption. 

“The far-right movement in 
Brazil mobilised the middle 
class more than anything, espe-
cially around impeachment of 
Dilma Rousseff,” University 
of Brasilia researcher Sabrina 
Fernandes points out. 

Bolsonaro has elevated 
Judge Sergio Moro, who jailed 
former PT president Lula, to the 
minister of justice. 

This is a clear message to his 
support base that he is not let-
ting up the fight—and that he 
wants to keep it mobilised. 

It is not inconceivable that 
Bolsonaro would have to mobi-
lise his supporters in an increas-
ingly fascistic manner. 

If he wants to push through 
the 147 privatisations of state-
owned industry his economic 
advisers want he will meet 
with working class resistance. 

 HAS BRAZIL 
 FALLEN TO 
 FASCISM?
Far right Jair Bolsonaro is a threat to workers and the 
oppressed. But the potential power of those who oppose him 
means it’s possible to stop his project, argues Alistair Farrow 

The specific 
form fascism 
takes differs 
from country  
to country 

‘‘ 
Trotsky analysed what
made fascism unique 

If this happens, Bolsonaro is 
likely to mobilise the army to 
break strikes and attack dem-
onstrations. His new finance 
minister Paulo Guedes has said 
the government will follow the 
economic policies of Augusto 
Pinochet’s regime. He came to 
power in Chile in 1973 through 
a brutal military coup.

Pushing through these poli-
cies will mean clashes. During 
these clashes Bolsonaro could 
be defeated, or mobilise state 
violence, or move in a fascist 
direction.

Despite his resounding vic-
tory in the presidential elec-
tion, Bolsonaro is isolated in 
parliament. 

His Social Liberal Party (PSL) 
went from one to 52 seats in the 
lower house of parliament. But 
the PT remains the largest party 
with 56 seats.

There will be 30 parties fight-
ing for their own agendas in the 
new parliament, the highest 
number ever. 

T
HAT MEANS any 
coalition Bolsonaro 
is able to stitch 
together is likely 
t o  b e  h i g h l y 
unstable.

In this context Bolsonaro 
could use the military to push 
through his agenda, not a mass 
fascist movement of the petty 
bourgeoisie. 

So far he has surrounded 
himself with generals. 

His defence minister will be 
Augusto Heleno, the first time 
a non-civilian has held the post 
since the military dictatorship. 

His vice president will be 
another general—Hamilton 
Mourao. 

On top of this, many of the 
PSL candidates that won in the 
parliamentary elections are  
military figures. 

In the Bolsonaro stronghold 
of Sao Paulo, the party won 
15 seats. Of these, nine were 
officers.

On the eve of the election 
the military raided universities, 
arresting people and breaking 
up an anti-fascist meeting.

The military were already a 
hugely powerful institution in 
Brazilian society.

I t  w a s  m a d e  m o r e  
powerful by the PT during 
its time in office. The party 
increased spending on the mili-
tary dramatically. 

It also sent the Brazilian 
Army to Haiti to help the UN 
forces mop up after US special 
forces removed the democrati-
cally elected president Jean 

Bertrand Aristide. Both Heleno 
and Mourao were leading offic-
ers in that expedition. 

They were responsible for 
the deaths of dozens of people 
when they launched a raid 
into the slums of the capi-
tal Port au Prince. These are 
now the people at the heart of 
Bolsonaro’s government. 

Brazil isn’t a fascist state, 
but its government is a threat 
to ordinary people in Brazil and 
across the world.

If Bolsonaro is set on bring-
ing the military back to power, 
it’s worth remembering that it 
was brought down last time by 
mass strikes. 

The unions remain power-
ful and capable of delivering a 
blow to Bolsonaro and the rest 
of the right.

Bolsonaro is likely 
to rely on the 
military to push 
through his right 
wing programme 
(top) There are 
still powerful 
movements of 
workers, women 
and LGBT+ people 
that can resist 
(above)
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SUPPORTERS OF far right president Jair Bolsonaro 

EYEWITNESS 
BRAZIL

‘The workers’ movement 
can beat Bolsonaro’

Brazilian socialist 
Sandra Silva spoke 
to Socialist Worker 
about how people are 
resisting in the wake 
of Bolsonaro’s win 

ORDINARY PEOPLE are 
fighting back against the rise 
of the far right in Brazil. 

Sandra Silva is a Brazilian 
socialist in Sao Paulo. 

She worked on the 
campaign of Erica 
Malunguinho, a member 
of the radical left Psol 
(Socialism and Liberty) party. 

Malunguinho is the first 
trans woman to be elected 
to the state congress in Sao 
Paulo just over a month ago.

“People are getting 
attacked on the streets,” 
said Sandra.

“A friend of mine 
was attacked as he left 
a samba protest against 
Bolsonaro this week.

“Indigenous people’s homes 
are being burned down. 

“It looks like the military 
are going to be taking 
political decisions alongside 
religious leaders.” 

Sandra added, “Bolsonaro 
says corruption will 
vanish, but it will not. 
It will get worse. 

“He is inviting people 
who have been in jail 
for corruption into 
office alongside him.

Rehearsal 
“At first people were sad, 
disappointed and frustrated. 
Now people feel like they 
need to come out and resist.

“We had a rehearsal of 
what can be done during 
the election campaign.”

Sandra described how, 
as the Bolsonaro victory 
became increasingly 
likely, more people came 
out on the streets. 

Protests can increase the 
pressure on Bolsonaro—
his parliamentary position 
is unstable (see left). 

And spreading the protests 
to the powerful Brazilian 
working class can make the 
pressure unbearable for him.

“A lot of people who were 
on the protests were not 
for Bolsonaro’s adversary,” 
Sandra said, referring to 

Workers Party (PT) candidate 
Fernando Haddad. 

“They were just against 
Bolsonaro. A lot of people 
came out to express 
themselves politically 
for the first time. 

“They began popular 
education in the streets, 
debating why not to 
vote for Bolsonaro.” 

Bolsonaro’s meteoric 
rise in the polls was 
largely unforeseen, but 
not unpredictable. 

And his stabbing during 
the election process 
allowed him to present 
himself as a martyr, and 
he made rapid gains. 

That caught many 
people by surprise. 

Both the bosses’ parties 
and the PT were left trailing 
in his wake, having badly 
misread the situation.

“The PT has historically 
a lot of connection 
with working people,” 
said Sandra. 

“Once they took office 
institutional politics took 
all the energy of the party 
and they stopped talking 

to people in the fields 
and the factories.”

She argued that keeping 
a movement independent 
of parliamentary politics 
was “one of the things 
we failed to do during 
the years of the PT”.

“Now we need a massive 
political campaign against 
Bolsonaro, and it needs to 
be outside of institutional 
politics,” she said. 

Ideas 
According to Sandra, 
some Bolsonaro voters 
are beginning to realise 
what his election means. 

“They don’t agree with 
most of his ideas. 

“Now they can see that 
he was not exaggerating 
during the election 
campaign—he is following 
through with what he said 
he would do,” she said. 

“His voters were fooled by 
fake news, in particular an 
illegal Whatsapp campaign.”

She also pointed the finger 
at the PT leadership for 
losing touch with the people 
that in the past delivered 
them electoral victory. 

Now, says Sandra, 
people fighting back in 
Brazil need solidarity. 

“It’s important we spread 
the word about what is 
happening,” she said, 
emphasising that people are 
not just taking the Bolsonaro 
presidency lying down. 

“What works here is 
people on the streets.

“We are planning 
international coordinated 
action in the near future.”

A PROTEST against far right president Jair Bolsonaro 

People feel like 
they need to 
come out and 
resist after the 
election 

‘‘ 



I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker with a monthly 
direct debit of £5
Name  ...............................................................................

Address .............................................................................

..........................................................................................

Postcode  ..........................................................................

E-mail  .............................................................................

Phone  ..............................................................................
I would like ____ extra papers to sell 
(this will not be deducted from my bank account)

For official use only—this is not part of the instructions to 
your bank/building society

Sherborne Publications,  
PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay 
by direct debit

Originator identification no.   n n n n n n
Our reference no.  

n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n
1. Name and full postal address of your bank or building 
society
To the manager:

Bank/building society  ....................................................

Address  ........................................................................

Postcode  .......................................................................

2. Name(s) of account holder(s)

....................................................................................

3. Branch sort code  nn / nn / nn

4. Bank/building society account no.  

nnnnnnnn
5. Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Sherborne Publications direct debits from 
the account detailed on this instruction subject to 
the safeguards assured by the direct debit guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may remain with 
Sherborne Publications and, if so,  details will be passed 
electronically to my bank or building society.

Signature(s)  .............................................................

Date  ........................................................................

Banks and building societies may not accept 
Direct Debit instructions from some types of account 

Direct debit guarantee
nThis Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
nIf there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Sherborne Publications will notify you ten working 
days in advance of  your account being debited or as otherwise 
agreed. If you request Sherborne Publications to collect a payment, 
confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time 
of the request.
nIf an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by 
Sherborne Publications or your bank or building society you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your 
bank or building society.
n If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back 

when Sherborne Publications asks you to.
nYou can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting 
your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. 
Please also notify us.

9 7 3 3 5 5

Socialist Worker Subscriptions
Post PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ 
Phone 020 7840 5601 
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Subscribe to Socialist Worker
Have Socialist Worker delivered with your post every week for a direct debit of £5 a month

JOIN THE
 SOCIALIST

 WORKERS
  PARTY

Yes, I'd like to be a member
I’d like more information and to receive emails

Name  ...................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

Postcode  ..................................

Phone  ...................................................................................................

Email  ....................................................................................................
Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 74955  
London E16 9EJ. Phone 020 7840 5602  
Email membership@swp.org.uk SWP

 Building a network against racism
Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) supporters 
are organising across 
Britain against racism 
and the far right.

Oxford
Anti-racists in Oxford are cel-
ebrating after far right leader 
Alice Weidel pulled out of 
speaking at the Oxford Union 
university debating society.

The parliamentary leader 
of the far right Alterna-
tive for Germany (AfD) had 
been due to give a speech on 
Wednesday. 

Weidel comes from the 
AfD’s racist populist wing, 
but open Nazis are growing 
in influence inside the party 
leadership and structures. 

Kate Douglas from Oxford 
SUTR, which had planned 
a protest, hailed it as “an 
important victory”. 

“It shows anti-racists make 
a difference if they organise 
and mobilise,” she said.

Newham
Around 60 people joined a 
public meeting on Friday of 
last week in Newham, east 

London, on opposing the rise 
of the far right.

It was called by the local 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
group to mobilise support 
ahead of the national dem-
onstration against racism and 
fascism on 17 November.

The meeting began with a 
tribute and minute’s silence 

for Max Levitas, who recently 
died aged 103. 

He was a veteran of the 
Battle of Cable Street of 1936 
when anti-fascists stopped 
Oswald Mosley’s Blackshirts 
marching.

Speakers included Labour 
mayor Rokhsana Fiaz and 
Unmesh Desai, the Labour 

London Assembly Member 
for City & East. 

Paul Holborow, one of the 
founders of the Anti Nazi 
League (ANL) from 1977, 
also spoke at the meeting.  

The local SUTR group has 
agreed to meet up ahead of 
the demonstration and go to 
it as a delegation.

Wigan 
Supporters of SUTR in Wigan 
were out leafleting at the 
Wigan v Leeds football match 
last Sunday. 

Those leafleting included 
supporters of Labour left 
group Momentum and Wigan 
trades council.

SUTR has called a national 
day of leafleting of football 
grounds for 24 November. 

Scotland
SUTR groups in Scotland are 
organising to build the Scot-
tish TUC’s St Andrew’s Day 
anti-racism march.

It takes place on Saturday 
24 November in Glasgow, 
assembling at 10.30am at 
Glasgow Green.

Edinburgh
SUTR is campaigning against 
the decision of the European 
Broadcasting Union’s News 
Xchange committee to invite 
Steve Bannon to speak at a 
media conference.

Bannon is a key alt right 
figure and former adviser to 
Donald Trump.

He is due to speak on 
Wednesday 14 November at 

Edinburgh International Con-
ference Centre.

SUTR is calling for people to 
contact the conference organ-
isers to demand that Bannon’s 
invitation is cancelled. 

There will be an SUTR 
demonstration on the day 
from 9am if Bannon’s visit 
goes ahead. 

Statement
Labour shadow ministers 
and trade union leaders have 
signed a SUTR open letter 
calling for support for the 
national demonstration on 
17 November. 

Signatories to the letter 
in the Guardian newspaper 
include shadow home secre-
tary Diane Abbott and shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell.

It came in the wake of 
the far right Jair Bolsonaro’s  
victory in the Brazilian presi-
dential election. “It marks an 
extremely serious point in the 
rise of the global far right,” 
said the letter.

“But we are many, they are 
few, we can drive back this 
movement.”  
Send news of your local SUTR 
group’s activities to  
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

WIGAN SUTR leafleting at the football match last Sunday 

STAND UP TO RACISM16
Socialist Worker  7 November 2018

mailto:reports@socialistworker.co.uk


BACKGROUNDCHECK 17

 The bungle in Birmingham
BIRMINGHAM CITY Council 
(BCC)—Britain’s biggest local 

authority—was the site of a set 
piece battle in the SSA dispute.

Some 20,000 workers in 
the GMB, Unison, Unite and 
Ucatt unions there struck 
for four days in 2008.

The Tory and Lib Dem-run 
council wanted to impose a pay 
deal which would have slashed 
many workers’ pay. Some would 
have lost over £10,000 a year.

Workers were sent threatening 
letters telling them to accept 
new contracts or lose their jobs. 

The council simultaneously 
claimed it needed to reduce 
the wage bill to afford the SSA 
claims, and refused to pay the 
six years’ worth of back pay. A 

2010 employment tribunal in 
Birmingham exposed examples of 
how the discrimination worked. 
Many workers won tens of 
thousands through this process. 

For instance, a cleaner on  
grade 1—the lowest-paid grade—
was earning £11,577, and on the 
same grade as a street sweeper. But 
because this sweeper had bonuses 
and overtime, he earned £32,000.

Or a care assistant and refuse 
driver—both on grade 4— 
where the highest paid driver 
earned £50,000 and the care 
worker just £12,291. 

The final bill for the council 
was estimated to be at least 
£890 million. It sold the National 
Exhibition Centre in 2015 for 
£307 million to help pay its debts. 

Strikes are the way to win
PART OF the reason women 
are still having to fight is 

because of a lack of leadership 
from unions that boast millions of 
members between them. 

For years, unions were engaged 
in legal proceedings. Activists 
couldn’t discuss openly their local 
campaigns at union conferences or 
public meetings.

The battle was waged through the 
courts rather than on picket lines. 

Stefan Cross QC is the leading 
lawyer representing the Glasgow 
workers—but it’s far from his first 
equal pay case. 

That was an employment 
tribunal in 1997, when he won  
£1 million for 2,000 school meals 

staff in Redcar, north east England. 
Working for their GMB union, 

Cross successfully argued that 
women had taken pay cuts that 
men were not asked to take. 

He won again in 2005—but this 
time fighting the GMB union. 

Cross represented women 
workers in Middlesbrough who 
took their union to court because, 
they said, the union focused more 
on pay protection for men than on 
back pay for women. 

Trade unions such as Unison and 
the GMB should call more dates 
for strikes in Glasgow. Collective 
action is an opportunity to build 
a more confident and combative 
layer inside every workplace. 

 Why women workers are still  
 fighting to win equal wages 
A mass strike at Glasgow City Council last month exposed how women workers are still 
fighting for equality. Sarah Bates looks at how councils have got away with this for so long

Ripped off 
by sexist 
system

THE SSA fight 
shows some of the 

ways that bosses can get 
away with paying 
women less—but it 
doesn’t show the full 
picture. 

In some cases, jobs 
seen as “women’s work” 
are low-paid because 
bosses don’t take into 
consideration the skills 
and experience they 
require.

Under capitalism, 
caring for children or 
other relatives is a big 
part of many women’s 
lives. 

So paid caring roles, 
for example, reinforce 
the sexist idea that it’s 
women’s place in society 
to perform these jobs.  

And many women 
take on part-time 
employment to fit 
round childcare 
or other domestic 
responsibilities. 

Contributions
This affects pension 
contributions and access 
to benefits. 

Women are also 
less likely to be in top, 
higher paid jobs. They 
make up 47 percent of 
the workforce, but only  
35 percent of managers, 
directors and senior 
officials. 

This year, British 
firms and public sector 
bodies with more than  
250 employees were for 
the first time forced to 
publish what they pay 
men and women. 

The results show that 
almost eight in ten pay 
men more than they pay 
women.  

The gender pay gap 
sits at 18.1 percent—
which means from 
11 November women 
effectively work the rest 
of year for free.

NEARLY 50 years after the 
Equal Pay Act was passed, 

why are women still fighting for the 
same rate for the job as men?

Glasgow is the site of one of the 
latest battles in a long-running dis-
pute over equal pay that has rocked 
local authorities across Britain. 

A huge strike gripped the city last 
month as 8,000 low paid workers 
staged a 48-hour walkout.

The mainly women workers are 
fighting for equal pay with their male 
colleagues in Glasgow City Council.

Proposed by the Labour gov-
ernment in 1997, Single Status 
Agreements (SSA) were an attempt 
to tackle historical unequal pay in 
councils.

For decades, work done predomi-
nately by women has been paid less 
than job roles filled mainly by men. 

Partly this was because roles such as 
cleaning, catering, caring and clerical 
were graded low on local authorities’ 
pay scale.  

But the biggest discrepancy came 
through unequal access to overtime 
and bonus schemes—which many 
workers rely on just to survive. 

So, gravediggers, bin workers and 
road sweepers could potentially take 
home tens of thousands more every 
year than women doing equivalent 
work on the same pay grade. 

Stark
These differences were stark. A study 
in 1999 found that 80 percent of male 
workers had bonuses, while only  
1.2 percent of women did. 

On the back foot, councils tried 
desperately to shift the blame to trade 
unions. 

They claimed that if pay was 
unequal, it was a result of unions 

negotiating it. The rollout of SSA 
was partly an attempt to stem the tide 
of equal pay claims in employment 
tribunals from workers often repre-
sented by “no-win, no fee” lawyers 
(see below).

Problems dogged the implementa-
tion of SSA from the outset. Central 
government didn’t offer any extra 
cash to fund the pay claims—so local 
authority bosses tried to foist the cost 
of equal pay onto workers. 

Some councils such as Birmingham 
used the rollout of SSA as an oppor-
tunity to attack workers’ pay and 

conditions. They tried to cut men’s 
wages, rather than levelling up 
women’s.

This was a cynical attempt to pit 
one group of workers against others.

Low-paid women workers, dis-
criminated against by local authori-
ties—often for decades—should have 
their pay levelled up. 

Other workers’ pay should not be 
rounded down to achieve parity. 

Some councils offered the sop 
of “pay protection”—meaning they 
would only pay workers their pre-
vious wage for a few years after 

implementing SSA. Despite SSA first 
being introduced in 1997, most coun-
cils missed the 2007 implementation 
deadline. 

To get a resolution, lots of coun-
cils offered workers settlements in 
2007 and 2008—often for amounts 
far below the amount they were enti-
tled to. The Glasgow equal pay strikes 
show that, for some, the battle is far 
from over. 

And by taking to the streets, the 
low-paid workers of Glasgow raise 
the banner for equal pay and against 
bosses that seek to divide us.

STRIKERS IN Glasgow last month   Picture: Andrew McGowAn
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IN BRIEF 

 Pay strike scheduled 
at Luton airport
LOW PAID workers at Luton 
airport are preparing to fight 
to be paid at least £9 an hour.

Passenger assistance 
workers in the Unite union 
employed by Clece Care 
Services were set to begin a 
seven-day strike from 5am on 
Thursday this week.  

And cleaners, outsourced 
to Sasse, are voting on 
whether to strike over their 
wage of just £7.83 an hour. 

Sasse won the cleaning 
contract in April this year.

Care homes protest 
in Southampton 
“SAVE OUR care homes” 
was the message of 
a demonstration last 
Saturday called to pressure 
Southampton city council. 

The Labour-run local 
authority wants to shut its 
last two care homes, 
threatening the future for  
80 workers and 75 residents. 

Some 200 attended the 
rally, organised by the Unite 
union, outside Solent 
University, where a regional 
Labour conference was taking 
place.

Hundreds out to 
hear Jeremy Corbyn
JEREMY CORBYN spoke 
at packed Labour Party 
meetings in Nuneaton and 
Rugby last Saturday. 

Over 200 people attended 
the Nuneaton meeting and 
750 people came to the one 
in  Rugby.   

Corbyn spoke about the 
need both to repeat and 
improve on the last general 
election campaign. He 
stressed that the Labour Party 
needed to be rooted and 
active in communities. 

Stand Up to Racism was 
invited to hold a stall and 
leaflet at both meetings.
Coventry SWP

GMB on strike at  
a teachers’ union
WORKERS AT the NASUWT 
teachers’ union struck for a 
second time over proposed 
pension changes on Monday 
of this week.

The GMB union members 
were set to strike again on 
Friday this week. 

The dispute involves both 
highly paid union officals and 
low-paid admin workers.

The NASUWT union made 
changes to the pension 
scheme and imposed a 
three-year pay deal without 
consulting workers.

Fighting on for 
Orgreave justice
CAMPAIGNERS HANDED in a 
letter to home secretary Sajid 
Javid on Wednesday of last 
week, demanding justice over 
Orgreave.

They want a public inquiry 
into the Battle of Orgreave, 
where cops attacked striking 
miners in June 1984.

 Strong  battle for jobs  
 at Bradford university
by UMIT YILDIZ

WORKERS AT Bradford 
university are striking to 
defend jobs and conditions. 

Cleaners, cooks, gardeners, 
technicians, security guards and 
admin staff in the Unison union 
struck on Tuesday this week.

It follows a three-day 
walkout last week.

Patrick, the Unison branch 
secretary at the university, 
told Socialist Worker that the 
action is over “restructuring 
and potential redundancies”.

Earlier in the year, bosses 
threatened to make around 
200 staff redundant by 
Christmas.

“We’ve tried to negotiate 
with management but they’ve 
not given us any indication of 
how many redundancies we’re 
looking at,” he said.

“So we’re going on 
strike until you tell us—no 
redundancies.”

Many passers-by showed        
solidarity with strikers. 
Students and other university 
workers brought tea, coffee 
and food to the pickets.

Unison members voted for 
strikes by 80 percent in a ballot 
that ran over the summer. 
The turnout was 60 percent 
—beating the 50 percent 
threshold in the Tories’ Trade 
Union Act.

There was a buoyant mood 
on the picket line. “We’re 
doing really well, really 
strong,” said Patrick.

“Staff want to show how 
annoyed and upset and stressed 
out they are. They want 
someone to listen to them.”
lMessages of support to 
unison-executive@bradford.
ac.uk and to @BradUniUnison 
and @unisonyorksuni on Twitter

AROUND 100 people marched in London last Saturday to say “Save Our Libraries”. It was 
called by the Unison union and supported by the PCS and Unite unions         Picture: Guy Smallman

LIBRARIES

Picketing at Halloween                      Picture: unison in He YorksHire   

SEXISM

 Google workers on strike 
over sexual harassment    
WORKERS AT Google staged 
walkouts on Thursday of last 
week in protest at how the firm 
handles allegations of sexual 
misconduct.

Workers walked out at 
offices in Singapore, Tokyo, 
Berlin, Dublin and London. 

Big numbers gathered on the 
street in Zurich, Switzerland. 
Google workers in India struck 
at offices in Gurgaon, Mumbai 
and Hyderabad.

Kate, a Google worker in 

Dublin, told the crowd the 
walkout was “in solidarity 
with anybody who has 
experienced any form of sexual 
harassment or misconduct in 
our workplace”.

Google boss Sundar Pichai 
last month admitted that 48 
employees have been sacked 
over the last two years over 
sexual misconduct allegations.

A statement from strikers 
said problems with harassment 
“go all the way to the top”.

EDUCATION

Debating ideas and action     
AROUND 150 people 
attended the Marxism in 
Scotland event in Glasgow 
last Saturday 

A highlight of the opening 
rally was hearing Denise 
Jarvis Phillips and Isabel 
Lurinsky from the recent 
Glasgow council workers’ 
equal pay dispute.

There was much discussion 
about the case for Scottish 
independence and how this 
had to be linked to a wider 
programme of class battles.

The theme of combating 
racism and the far right ran 
through the day.

Speakers included Manfred 

Ecker from the Austrian 
movement against the far 
right and Weyman Bennett.

There was a powerful 
discussion on Palestine, 
antisemitism, anti-Zionism 
and the left, with Naomi 
Wimborne-Idrissi from Jewish 
Voice for Labour and Henry 
Maitles from the Socialist 
Workers Party.

Other sessions included 
one on “Reproductive 
Rights and the struggle for 
women’s liberation” with 
Adrienne Wallace—Repeal 
the 8th campaigner and 
revolutionary from Ireland—
and Judith Orr.

THE TOWN Square in 
Wellington, Telford, 
was packed with 3,000 
protesters last Saturday. 

They were demanding 
that Shrewsbury and Telford 
Hospital NHS Trust reviews 
its decision to close the A&E 
at Princess Royal Hospital 
overnight from December. 

Telford and Wrekin council 
leader Shaun Davies said, 
“3,000 people have turned 
out today, 30,000 people have 

signed the petition calling for a 
government backed rescue plan 
and we will not stand idle. 

“We will continue to fight for 
what is right.”

None of the five Tory MPs in 
the area attended the rally or 
sent a message of support. 

Roger Mckenzie from the 
Unison union received the 
loudest cheers when he called 
for people to stand up and fight 
for our NHS.
Andy Brown

MARXISM IN SCOTLAND

NHS

COMMUNICATION WORKERS UNION

SCHOOLSHIGHER EDUCATIONFURTHER EDUCATION

NASUWT UNION members at 
South Shields School struck 
on Thursday of last week to 
save their school.

The school was ordered 
to become an academy last 
November after being rated 
inadequate by Ofsted. Now 
South Tyneside Council has 
proposed closing the school 
because no academy firm 
wants to sponsor it.

Parents and students 
joined strikers on the picket 
line. They held placards 
reading, “We have a voice— 
Save South Shields School.”

nWORKERS AT The John 
Roan school in south east 
London were set to strike 
on Wednesday this week. 

The NEU union members 
are fighting to keep the 
school under local authority 
control. 
lSend messages of support to 
johnroannut@gmail.com

UCU UNION members in six 
colleges will strike over pay 
on 28 and 29 November. 

In England the union 
wants a 5 percent pay rise or 
a fixed increase of £1,500 for 
workers who earn less than 
£30,000 a year.

Some 85 percent of 
workers who voted backed 
strikes in a recent ballot of 
107 colleges. Four reached 
a turnout of 50 percent or 
more, plus two others in 
separate ballots.

The UCU plans to 
reballot some branches 
from 28 November until 19 
December. 

The colleges that will 
strike are Bath, Bradford, 
New College Swindon, Petroc, 
Croydon and Lambeth.

The union leaders should 
also call for strikes at the  
12 Welsh colleges that voted 
overwhelmingly for walkouts 
on pay and workload.

THE UCU’S higher education 
committee (HEC) last week 
narrowly voted against 
reballoting branches with a 
35 percent turnout or higher 
for pay strikes.

Nearly 69 percent of 
UCU members voting in 
universities backed strikes in 
a ballot. The overall turnout 
was 42 percent—the highest 
ever in a pay ballot.

Seven universities met the 
50 percent threshold, 76 had 
a turnout of 35 percent or 
higher. The UCU Left, which 
Socialist Worker supports, 
proposed the reballots.

UCU members in higher 
education were set to meet 
for two special sector 
conferences on Wednesday. 

If the delegates vote for 
reballots, this would overrule 
the HEC decision.
lThe UCU Left will hold a 
national strike meeting and 
AGM in London on 24 Nov.

Defending the health service in Telford            Picture: DaviD Smith

MEMBERS OF the CWU 
union—which represents 
workers in the postal, 
telecoms and financial 
industries—held a “redesign” 
conference last weekend. 
They debated and voted on 
proposed changes to how the 
union is run and organised.

Delegates voted to reject 
union leaders’ plans to hold a 
decision-making conference 
only once every two years. 

Instead conference passed a 
motion that said, “Any move 
to increase the duration 
between Conferences will 
undermine the democratic 
accountability of this union.”

Delegates also rejected a 
proposal to sell the CWU’s 
training centre, Alvescot 
Lodge. Instead they called 
for “a full strategic financial 
plan” which must be 
“published to branches”.
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TRANSPORT 

Tube workers push 
for safety on lines 
by SARAH BATES 

TUBE WORKERS are fight-
ing to maintain safety on the 
London Underground. 

RMT and Aslef union 
members on the Central 
Line were set to strike for 24 
hours on Wednesday of this 
week. 

No trains were set to run 
on the Waterloo & City Line, 
which uses the same staff and 
type of trains as the Central 
Line.

And a strike on the 
Piccadilly Line was sus‑
pended after “sufficient 
progress” was made in talks. 
RMT members were planning 
to walk out this Wednesday 
as part of a  separate dispute.

Their dispute is over 
long‑running concerns about 
a range of issues that threaten 
workers’ health and safety.

Chaos
The lines are some of London’s 
busiest routes. Strikes will 
cause chaos across the capi‑
tal’s transport network.

The joint action follows 
strikes on the Piccadilly Line 
in September and a walkout 
by Central Line drivers in 
October.

There is a potential for 
action to spread to other lines. 
Aslef organiser Finn Brennan 
said, “The issues underlying 

this dispute, fair treatment 
at work and complying with 
agreements, aren’t just con‑
fined to a couple of areas. 

“The Aslef  executive 
committee is to discuss res‑
olutions from our branches 
asking to be balloted for 
action.

“ T h e  l i n e s  a r e  t h e 

Hammersmith & City and 
Northern lines with other 
branches set to follow.” 

The last strike by Piccadilly 
Line workers brought bosses 
to the table.

Tube workers  are a 
highly organised section of 
 workers—and unified strikes 
have the potential to win. 

MANUFACTURING 

Cable workers hope to tie 
down bosses in pay talks 
WORKERS AT Prysmian 
Cables in Eastleigh, 
Southampton, struck for  
48 hours last week as part 
of their battle against a 
paltry 2 percent pay offer.

Unite union members 
walked out on Wednesday 
and Thursday last week.

They began taking action 
at the beginning of October. 

The union—which 
has 162 members at 
Prysmian—says bosses 
approached the Acas 
conciliation service before 
the strike this week. 

Debbie Watson, Unite 
regional coordinating 
officer, said, “It’s a shame 
the company didn’t do this 
last week.

“We have been standing 
by since then in the hope 

that management will 
sit down and negotiate 
constructively over the 
paltry pay offer.

“And now this looks like 
it is going to happen.” 

More strikes were 
planned for Wednesday and 
Thursday of this week as 
Socialist Worker went to 
press.

ASLEF LEADER Mick Whelan (right) on a Tube picket line

RAIL WORKERS

Guards’ fight 
still on track
WORKERS ON Northern 
and South Western Railway 
struck to keep guards on 
services last Saturday.

Bosses want to increase 
driver‑only operation (DOO) 
services, which threaten safety.

RMT union members have 
been fighting against the plans 
for three years.

Workers on Northern were 
set to strike this Saturday.

nWORKERS AT the Great 
Western Railway (GWR) 
Paddington depot in west 
London are balloting for strikes 
over a victimisation. 

Ben Frederick reported that 
he was assaulted by a member 
of the public on 11 August. 

GWR suspended Ben on 
5 September following an 
allegation he had assaulted a 
member of the public. 

The RMT said CCTV footage 
clearly shows him being 
assaulted.

 
nRAIL GOURMET workers 
based in Edinburgh struck 
last Tuesday over pay and 
allegations of bullying.

The RMT union members at 
the rail catering company voted 
by 100 percent to strike.

HOUSING

Protesters demand ballots 
over demolition of estates
A PROTEST calling for 
ballots of residents on 
council estates up for 
redevelopment descended 
on the headquarters of the 
Greater London Assembly 
(GLA) on Saturday.

The protest was called 
by the Save Cressingham 
Gardens campaign from 
south London, The Radical 
Housing Network and the 
Homes for All campaigns. 

Organisers said that up 
to 300 people attended.

Campaigners from 
across London came to 
put pressure on London’s 
Labour mayor Sadiq Khan.

“People like you and me 
and our neighbours are not 
going to take it anymore,” 
said Paul Burnham from 
Haringey Defend Council 

Housing in north London. 
“We have to make them 
listen,” said another 
campaigner from the stage. 

Khan promised ballots on 
all redevelopments back in 
July. Some 36 estates were 
excluded from the promise 
because redevelopments 
were already underway.

Importantly, his proposals 
also gave developers the 
power to decide when, or if, 
ballots would be introduced.

Green GLA member 
Sian Berry told the protest 
that residents “should 
have the final say in 
how their homes are 
developed and managed”. 
lHomes for All Summit  
Saturday 8 December, 11am,  
NEU HQ, Hamilton House, 
London WC1H 9BD

Housing campaigners in London  Picture: Guy Smallman

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Dinner ladies serve up 
resistance on picket line
UNISON UNION members 
at Ladywood Primary school 
in Grimethorpe, South 
Yorkshire, were back on the 
picket line on Monday.

It marked the 24th day 
of their all‑out strike against 
sackings.

Dinner ladies, teaching 
assistants (TAs) and High 
Level TAs were buoyed by the 
support that welcomed them at 
the school gates.

Supporters came from 
Barnsley trades council, 
Barnsley NEU education union 
and other support groups. 
They included Save Our NHS, 
Barnsley East Labour Party and 
Barnsley Momentum. 

School bosses announced 
that they will begin discussions 
with Unison on Tuesday. 

Unison agreed to suspend the 
all‑out strike for five days from 
Wednesday.  

One Unison rep said, “We 
are putting forward several 
proposals to save more than 
the £32,000 the school is short 
of that do not involve any job 
losses.”

One of the pickets said, “I’m 
worried about the atmosphere 
when we are back in work, but 
we’ve done the right thing. 

“We want proper education 
for the children, that’s what 
our job is about.”

If negotiations are not 
successful, Unison plans 
to resume the strike from 
Wednesday 14 November.
lSend messages of 
support to branchoffice@
unisonbarnsleylg.org

On the picket line 

CRANE MAKERS 

More action 
to lift crane 
workers’ pay
UNITE UNION members at 
the Street Cranes Company 
in Chapel‑en‑le‑Frith, 
Derbyshire, held their fourth 
one‑day strike on Monday. 

The pickets were out in 
force again in their fight for a 
4 percent pay rise. 

One worker said, “The 
company had grown 
considerably. 

“But we feel let down, we 
have low wages which people 
cannot live on.  

“So now the union is going 
to escalate action to 48‑hour 
strikes, each Monday and 
Tuesday, until management see 
sense.”
lMessages of solidarity and 
collections to Shaun Lee 
shaun.lee@unitetheunion.org

SHIP BUILDERS 

Occupy to 
stop yard 
going under
ARMS manufacturer 
Babcock announced it 
would shut the Appledore 
shipyard by March 2018.

The move puts 200 jobs in 
North Devon at risk.

One shipyard worker told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s a sad day 
for Appledore.

“Look what they did to the 
miners—now they’re now doing 
it to shipyard workers.”

He added, “I think the 
shipyard should be nationalised 
again to protect jobs even if they 
do have to be redeployed.”

Workers should occupy the 
plant and demand that it’s 
nationalised. Their skills could 
be used for socially useful ends.  
Dave Clinch

WASTE DISPOSAL 

UNITE UNION members 
working for Veolia 
Environmental Services Ltd 
will ballot for strikes in a 
dispute over unpaid shifts.

Workers at the site in 
Widnes, Cheshire, are 
contracted to work any five 
shifts during a seven-day 

period. But if drivers work a 
sixth day in the same period 
they are not being paid for it.

Unite officer Steven 
Gerrard said, “Our members 
have had enough of working 
for free.”

The ballot runs from this 
Thursday to 19 November.
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More online
Care workers speak out  
bit.ly/brumcare

CARE  STRIKE TO  
 SAVE SERVICES
by SARAH BATES 

CARE  WORKERS  a re 
unleashing a huge wave of 
strikes at Birmingham City 
Council after a successful 
five-day strike from last 
Friday.  

Over 270 Unison union 
members plan 15 days of 
walkouts this month, with 
more dates planned for 
December. 

They voted unanimously at 
a members’ meeting to con-
tinue their fight. 

Workers plan to start a 
five-day strike on Thursday 
of next week and to strike 
for a further five days from  
25 November. 

The workers are fight-
ing £2 million worth of 
“efficiency savings” to their 
service—which mean cuts to 
workers’ hours. 

Pay 
Members of the home enable-
ment team have been fighting 
for around 18 months to stop 
a slew of attacks on their 
pay, terms and conditions 
and jobs. 

The Labour-run coun-
cil wants to reduce workers 
to contracts of 27, 23 and  
16 hours a week. And bosses 

said workers should get a 
second job if they want more 
cash. 

Unison senior steward 
Mandy Buckley told Socialist 
Worker the plans would leave 
workers unable to “pay their 
mortgage or survive”. 

“When they’ve already got 

full time hours, why should 
they look for another job?” 
she said.  

The council also wants to 
force through a programme 
of voluntary redundancies, 
flexible working and “lateral 
moves” where workers trans-
fer to other council jobs. The 

council has already reduced 
the workforce by 48 percent 
in the last year through an 
earlier series of redundancies. 

Bosses are also proposing 
rotas that change on a fort-
nightly basis, which would 
make it impossible to get 
another job to fit around the 

irregular hours. And a tran-
sition to part-time hours 
would also affect workers’ 
access to benefits and pen-
sion entitlements. 

After a barrage of cuts, 
management have tendered 
out a growing number of 
care packages to the private 

sector—effectively semi-
privatising the council-run 
service. 

But Mandy said the home 
enablement team are able to 
“provide a different type of 
care” from the private sector.

“Carers are rushing to get 
in and rushing to get out 
because they’ve got so many 
calls to cover,” she said. 

“With an ageing popula-
tion, the council should be 
giving us more hours not 
less.”

Resistance 
The Birmingham home care 
strikers have now taken  
34 days of action since 
January. 

Many are first-time strik-
ers. But Mandy said they 
feel unbowed by the bosses’ 
attacks. “It’s been a long year, 
but the morale is still high,” 
she said. “Everybody is in it 
until we find a solution.”

Every trade unionist 
should build solidarity for 
their fight in their workplaces 
and union branches 
Donate to the home care strike 
fund at bit.ly/BrumStrikeFund

BIRMINGHAM HOME care workers led a march at the Tory party conference in September   Picture: SocialiSt Worker 

Somerset care workers plan walkouts to stop Sirona bosses’ pay cut plan
LOW-PAID CARE workers 
in Bath and North East 
Somerset are preparing to 
strike to head off attempts 
to slash their pay. 

Unison union members 
at Sirona care homes 
plan five 23-hour strikes 
starting on Saturday of 
this week. 

They are fighting 
the imposition of new 
contracts that would see 
them lose thousands of 
pounds in pay.

Sirona workers struck in 
June and July over plans 
to extend the working day 
and replace a paid break 
with an unpaid one.

Unison rep Andy 
McGuinness told Socialist 

Worker that workers aren’t 
“fighting for a pay rise—
we’re fighting for the same 
low pay as before”.

Bosses announced plans 
to cut pay in summer 
2017.

 Andy said the strikes 
are coming “at a crucial 
time.” 

“We’ll have to see who 
blinks first,” he said.

Contracts 
Some workers have 
already signed the new 
contracts. 

But Andy explained that 
not everyone understood 
the nature of the contracts. 

“Some people signed 
because they didn’t think 

they had a choice,” he 
explained. 

“Where there is less of 
a union presence, workers 
were told, ‘You’ve got to 
sign’.” The predominantly 
women workers were 
issued with “dismiss and 
re-engagement” notices, 
which effectively force 
them to sign up to new 
shift patterns or lose their 
jobs. 

Sirona bosses claim they 
need to slash workers’ 
wages to compensate for a 
funding shortfall. 

Tory-run Bath and North 
East Somerset council has 
slashed funding to Sirona 
by £215,000.

Andy said that the 

experience of striking 
“has been an education in 
itself”.

“People have been going 
on the radio and giving 
interviews, where they 
wouldn’t have done that 
before,” he said.

The dispute is linked to 
the wider crisis across care 
services. 

Every trade unionist 
should raise solidarity for 
the Sirona care strikers.
Make donations to the Sirona 
workers’ strike fund:  
Account name: Bath & North 
East Somerset Unison Branch 
Bank name: Unity Trust Bank 
Account Number: 49025813 
Bank Sort Code: 608301 
Send messages of solidarity to 
UNISON@bathnes.gov.ukSirona care workers on strike in July  Picture: unison south West
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