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lLOAN SHARK Cash Genie 
won’t pay £20 million promised 

to victims of its unfair practices.
   In 2015 regulators ordered 
it to pay out or write off debt 
for 92,000 customers. Unfair 
practices included charging a 
£50 fee for referring customers 
to its own debt collection arm. 
   But it says there is no money. 

Millionaire Tory landlord in 
sick video of Grenfell effigy 
ONE OF the s ix  men 
arrested over a vile bon-
fire night effigy of Grenfell 
Tower is a property mil-
l ionaire who owns an  
£8 million block of flats in 
Clapham, south London.

Paul Bussetti owns a block 
of flats that is made up of 
one, two and three bedroom 
homes that rakes in at least 
£30,000-a-month.

He is believed to have used 
a £4 million inheritance from 
his murdered father, also a 
landlord, to buy the man-
sion block with his brother 
and sister.

The Georgian building 
comprises 16 flats and local 
estates agents value the 
building at £8 million.  

The annual income from 
the property would be close 
to £400,000.

Bussetti drives a black 
Range  Rove r  w i th  a 

personalised number plate 
and a plaque on the family’s 
£500,000 home boasts that 
they are “party animals”.

Six of the ten-plus people 
at the party where the effigy 
was burned handed them-
selves into police.

These are Bobbi Connell 
and his father Clifford Smith 
who hosted the party at his 
South Norwood home. 

Another is company direc-
tor Steven Bull, who appar-
ently made the cardboard 
effigy with his teacher 
partner.

Bussetti and friend Mark 
Russell were also held with 
Trent Bogle.

Clifford Smith along with 
Bobbi Connell and Paul 
Bussetti had their member-
ships of the local Conservative 
club suspended last week.

They appeared in a 
number of pictures on the 
now-de le ted  Facebook 
page of the South Norwood 
Conservative Club.

One featuring Smith pho-
tographed mocking the 
homeless during a trip to Las 
Vegas was captioned, “Best 
tramp in Vegas.” 

lLAST YEAR 79,880 households were 
placed in temporary accommodation, 

including 123,130 children—an increase 
of 44 percent over five years. Housing 
benefit is pegged to 2011 rent levels and 
has been frozen since 2016. According 
to housing charity Shelter a shortfall 
between housing benefit levels and 
the cost of renting a modest two-
bedroom house in 95 percent of areas. 

Boss nets pay rise 
for  inadequate care 
A COMPANY providing 
substandard care for 
the elderly gave its chief 
executive a £200,000 
pay rise last year.

Pete Calveley, the chief 
executive of Barchester 
Homes, earned 
£914,000, company 
accounts disclose. 

It’s up from 
£702,000 the 
previous year. 

Care Quality 
Commission 
reports show 
that residents 
at some of 
Barchester’s 
homes 
were 
put 
at 
risk 

of harm.Barchester Homes 
mainly provides nursing 
care for older  
people. 

Of the company’s  
174 homes and community 
care services in England, 

35 were rated 
as requiring 

improvement 
and four were 
inadequate. 

Calveley, 
who took over 

at the company 
in 2014, lives in 
a £1.2 million 
property. 

He received the 
pay rise despite 
the company 

posting a  
£1.5 million 

loss. 

Basildon plans to 
build on Dale Farm
BASILDON council is 
set to allow a private 
developer to build up to 
700 houses at the Dale 
Farm traveller site. 

The Essex council 
evicted Travellers 
from the site in 2011, 
bulldozing the homes 
of 86 families.

It claimed Travellers 
had to leave to 
protect greenbelt 
land. Now it is ready 
to remove greenbelt 
restrictions to allow 
private development.

Basildon council’s 
draft local plan includes 
a major new road running 
through south west 
Billericay and 1,700 new 
homes on greenbelt land.
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘To any of the 
pundits or talking 
heads that do not 
give us proper 
credit for this 
great midterm 
election, just 
remember two 
words—FAKE 
NEWS!’
 US President Donald Trump

‘It opened the 
gates of hell’ 
Egypt’s President  
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi on the 
Arab Spring revolt of 2011

‘Having a 
member of the 
royal family 
is helpful to 
businesses but so 
is a royal yacht. 
They are all tools 
in the bag’
That most useful of tools 
Prince Andrew tries his hand 
at getting us to buy him a new 
boat

‘I think 
everybody who 
does any difficult 
or stressful job 
needs a way to 
switch off. We all 
have different 
ways. Mine is 
Lego’
Culture secretary  
Jeremy Wright

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ@

PAUL BUSSETTI (left) and Clifford Smith (right)

Protest at Dale Farm in 2011

Think tank  
on the run 
THE Quilliam Foundation 
is in retreat after being 
challenged about its 
claims on child sexual 
exploitation (CSE). 

Quilliam claims to be 
a “counter-extremism” 
organisation. It mainly 
targets Muslims.

It released a report 
last December on “group 
based child sexual 
exploitation”. This claimed 
that 84 percent of people 
convicted of grooming 
gang offences since 2005 
were Asian.

Last week it rewrote 
some of its report 
following months of 
criticism by experts and 
others. The original report 
claimed to provide a 

“comprehensive 
data 

analysis of all 
group child-sex offences” 
in the UK over a 12-year 
period.

The new report claims 
to provide a “data 
analysis of group-based 
CSE offences”. The 
original claimed it would 
“definitively demonstrate” 
whether one ethnic group 
is disproportionately 
represented in the 
convictions.

The new report 
simply claims it will 
“demonstrate” this.

Quilliam denounced 
CSE researcher Dr Ella 
Cockbain’s claim that it 
had altered its report as 
“surreal”.

It is particularly het 
up about the fact that 
Ella spoke to Socialist 
Worker about the flaws in 
its report. It attacked the 
Socialist Workers Party as 
a “revolutionary socialist 
organisation”.

It was also unhappy 
that human rights group 
Cage had thanked Ella for 
challenging racist myths 
on abuse. 

So it attacked Cage.

Pete Calveley

Tommy Robinson and  
Maajid Nawaz from Quilliam 



IN BRIEF 
Women forced 
to give birth in 
prison cells   
WOMEN PRISONERS are 
being forced to give birth 
alone in cells without access 
to proper medical care. 

A report revealed by the 
Guardian newspaper looked 
at three prisons in England.

It found that women have 
given birth in cells with no 
midwife present. 

In one case, a woman 
told prison staff she was 
in labour but she was not 
believed. The baby was born 
feet first in the cell.

Tories under 
pressure over 
gambling rules
MORE THAN 70 MPs have 
called on the Tories to 
bring forward changes to 
gambling regulations. 

They have signed 
amendments to bills that 
would reduce the maximum 
bet on Fixed Odd Betting 
Terminals in April 2019. 

Chancellor Philip 
Hammond used evidence 
influenced by the ABB 
betting industry body to try 
to delay the stake reduction 
until October 2019. 

Alarming rate 
of self-harm in 
youth prisons
A CHARITY has said the 
“disturbing extent” of  
self-harm in young offender 
institutions shows “prison is 
no place for a child”.

The Howard League for 
Penal Reform said that Parc 
prison in Bridgend has the 
highest rate of self-harm 
among youth prisons in 
England and Wales.

There were 64 instances 
of self-harm there last year. 

 Unison must back heroic  
 Birmingham care strikers
by SARAH BATES

BIRMINGHAM’S FIGHTING care 
workers were set to strike again 
this week.

The 280 Unison union members 
were preparing to walk out for five 
days from Wednesday of this week—
part of 15 strike days planned for 
November.

They are fighting redundancies 
and cuts to their hours that will see 
the vast majority of workers reduced 
to part-time wages. Birmingham 
City Council has been trying to push 
through a series of vicious cuts on 
the home enablement service in the 
name of “efficiencies”.

The changes would see  workers 
lose between £400 and £800 a 
month. The 98 percent women work-
force are already so low-paid it’s not 
an amount they can afford to lose. 

Around 40 strikers last week 
dressed as men and unfurled a “Care 
cuts=austerity” banner at a cabinet 
meeting of the Labour-run council. 

Senior Unison steward Mandy 
Buckley told Socialist Worker, “If 
it was men full time workers, they 
wouldn’t cut their hours like this. 

“They see men as the main 
 breadwinners, not women.”

Programme
The council wants a programme 
of voluntary redundancy and 
lateral moves—where workers 
transfer to a different part of 
the council. 

And management is keen 
to push for one-to-one 
meetings with strikers. 

Mandy said it’s an 
effort to “intimi-
date and patron-
ise” workers 
into giving 
up their jobs 
or hours.

“You don’t 

need to go into a one-to-one  meeting 
to understand those cuts, people can 
work that out for themselves,” she 
added. 

Strikers have recently set up an 
online donation page. Mandy 
said, “We need more cash so we 
can keep going.” 

The care workers receive 
£25 a day in strike pay from 

their Unison union, but 
because they are so low 
paid the local hardship 
fund is used in addi-
tion to this. 

It means every five 
days of strikes costs 
the hardship fund 

£20,000.
Mandy said that the 

council hopes  workers 
will be broken by 

hardship and that “the pot will dry 
up so they’ll get us back”. 

And she said solidarity messages 
and financial donations are keeping 
strikers’ spirits up. 

“The letters of support are abso-
lutely brilliant, we’ve got a big file of 
them that we show to all our mem-
bers”, she said. 

After 11 months of the dispute, 
Unison needs to pile on political and 
industrial pressure to help workers 
win. 

Dispute
There is more the national leader-
ship could do to win this dispute. For 
instance, secondary action during the 
equal pay strikes in Glasgow saw bin 
workers, street sweepers and school 
janitors refuse to cross picket lines 
to go into work. This led to some 

Glasgow City Council services to shut 
down for 48 hours.

There is no reason why this 
couldn’t be repeated elsewhere.

The Birmingham home carers 
have heroically led this fight against 
a Labour council implementing cuts 
so drastic it will leave many relying 
on food banks or losing their homes. 

But Unison has never used the 
power of its 1.3 million members. 

The leadership of Unison should 
call for branches to host strikers, days 
of action and encourage walkouts. 
There should be mass protests where 
trade unionists flood the streets of 
Birmingham in defence of strikers.

At the very least, they must ensure 
the money is there to sustain the 
dispute.
Donate to the strike fund at  
bit.ly/BrumStrikeFund

HOME CARE strikers rally earlier this year Picture: Guy Smallman

Pic: Geoff Dexter

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5620 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

Socialist Worker was one of 
the first newspapers to publish 
news of the Ivy House unofficial 
strike after management 
victimised workers. 

And it helped bring much 
needed support to our picket 
line.

Please support this appeal 
and help Socialist Worker 
continue to spread news of 
industrial action, class struggle 
and great left wing news and 
history.
James Pettefar  
Ivy House pub striker

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. We are asking 
everyone who enjoys Socialist Worker 
to donate as much as they can and 
help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£90,080

IN THIS WEEK

 1989
‘Velvet Revolution’ 
in Czechoslovakia
Czechoslovakian  
cops beat up students 
on a demonstration in 
Prague on 17 November.  

A series of mass 
protests forced the 
country’s Stalinist rulers 
to abdicate. 

NEWS 3
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Don’t give 
cops more 
power to 
use stop 
and search 
by ALISTAIR FARROW

POLICE CHIEFS want to make 
it easier to harass black people. 
They have met with senior Tories 
to discuss getting rid of require-
ments that cops must have 
“reasonable grounds” to search 
someone.

This restriction was introduced 
in 2014 following outrage at cops 
disproportionately targeting black 
people.

Figures released last month show 
black people are 8.4 times more 
likely to be stopped and searched 
than white people.

The rise in knife crime is real—
there was a 16 percent rise in knife 
offences in the year to March.

But the government’s own Serious 
Violence Strategy released in April 
dismisses any link between falling 
use of stop and search and the spike 
in knife crime.

Tory Home Secretary Sajid Javid 
has called on London’s Metropolitan 
Police to make “full use” of its 
powers, including “targeted” stop 
and search. He told cops in May he 
had “confidence in your professional 
judgement.”

The Tories frame the spike in 
knife crime as young people fight-
ing each other on increasingly 
 lawless streets. 

But only 21 percent of people 
caught in possession of a knife or 
bladed weapon in the year to March 
2018 were aged 10 to 17.

They are using tragic deaths to 
smooth the path to giving the police 
more powers.

Pushed
The Tories and their cheerlead-
ers in the media aren’t interested 
in understanding why people stab 
each other. Instead neat theories are 
being pushed which back up their 
predetermined agenda.

The Tory-supporting Spectator 
magazine pointed to a 21 percent 
drop in stop and searches between 
2016 and 2017. 

It then points to a “26 percent rise 
in the number of homicides involv-
ing a bladed weapon over the same 

period.” These two observations are 
true. But placing them in sentences 
next to each other doesn’t mean they 
are linked.

Others argue police budget cuts of 
20 percent over the past seven years 
are to blame. But Office for National 
Statistics figures show that overall 
levels of crime are stable despite the 
cuts.

“Lower-volume but higher-harm 
types of violence” such as knife 
crime are exceptions to the overall 
picture.

What is left out of the debate are 
Tory cuts to services such as drug 
rehabilitation, youth services and 
homelessness support. And the 
sense of hopelessness among many 
young people.

The Scottish government’s 
response to high knife crime rates 
in 2005 saw the creation of the 
Violence Reduction Unit. 

This focuses on outreach work 
and early intervention involving 
health education and social work 
sectors. It’s far from the whole 
answer, but it led to a rapid drop in 
knife crime. 

Now London mayor Sadiq Khan 
wants a similar unit for London, but 
it will need funding to be effective.

The reasons why people carry 
knives are complex and social—
they can’t be pinned on one statisti-
cal change. 

One thing is sure—the problem 
won’t be solved by giving police 
more powers to harass black people.

BACK STORY
Tory home secretary Sajid Javid 
has called on the police to make 
‘full use’ of stop and search 
powers
lHome Office statistics have 
repeatedly shown these powers 
are used disproportionately 
against black people 
lA study by HM Inspectorate of 
Constabulary and Fire & Rescue 
Services found last year that 
“the use of stop and search on 
black people might be based on 
weaker grounds for suspicion 
than its use on white people”

Socialist Worker  14 November 2018

STOP AND search disproportionately targets black people 

ANTI-RACISM

Humiliation for racists and 
fascists at rally in Norwich
by TIM KNIGHT-HUGHES

AROUND 1,000 
anti-racists and 
anti-fascists 
outnumbered a motley 
crew of no more than 
50 racists and Nazis in 
Norwich last Saturday.

The racist 
demonstration was 
called by small far 
right group UK Unity. 
It featured a handful 
racists and with 
union jacks, “Drain 
the Swamp” placards 
and “Make Britain 
Great” again caps, and 
fascists who did Nazi 
salutes. They were 

outnumbered by a 
demonstration called 
by Labour councillors 
under the banner 
Norwich Against 
Fascists. 

This took the steps 
of the city hall opposite 
the racist rally. 

The large 
counter-demonstration 
was a real mixture 
of people from 
Norwich—black, 
white, Muslim, Jewish, 
LGBT+. Young people 
stood alongside 
seasoned anti-racists.

There were also 
members of the FBU 
and RMT unions, 
Labour MP Clive 

Lewis, people from 
the Green Party, the 
Labour Party and 
Stand Up To Racism.

As the protest went 
on, demonstrators took 
the street but were 
pushed back by cops. 

Yet demonstrators 
ignored the police 
and moved over to 
the other side of the 
road to surround the 
fascists.

Outnumbered, they 
wilted away one by 
one as anti-racists 
chanted, “Taxi for the 
fascists,” “Where’s 
your demo now,” 
“Cheerio,” “Ta-ra,” and 
“Auf wiedersehen”.

PART OF the counter-demonstration in Norwich  Picture: tim Knight-hughes

Anti-racists oppose far right 
crew in Coventry and Cardiff
A MOTLEY crew of 
racists and fascists 
around the UK 
Unity group were 
outnumbered three to 
one in Coventry last 
Saturday. 

This was despite 
the fact their “Brexit 
Now” demonstration 
was called with only 
24 hours’ notice.

The counter-protest 
was called when it 
became clear the 
organisers were using 
Brexit to whip up 
racism and promote 
the Nazi Tommy 
Robinson. 

UK Unity 
organisers did 
nothing to stop one 
of their supporters 
making a Nazi salute 
while wearing a 
poppy and actively 
threatening people. 

In contrast the 
lively and peaceful 
counter-protest 
included local 
anti-racists, trade 
unionists, young 
people and Labour 
Party members. 

Many passers-by 
stopped to support 
the counter-protest. 
Once again attempts 

by the far right 
to mobilise in 
Coventry were met 
with a determined 
opposition from a 
wide range of local 
people. 

Thanks to everyone 
who turned out in 
the pouring rain to 
ensure the voice of the 
anti-racist majority 
in our city was made 
loud and clear. 

Big and united 
counter-demos against 
UK Unity also took 
place in Cardiff and 
elsewhere.
David Kersey

Tories ditch plan to spy on ill migrants 
THE TORIES have been forced to 
formally dump a scheme that saw 
NHS data used to target migrants. 
The decision follows campaigning 
and a legal challenge by the 
Migrants Rights Network to the 
data-sharing scheme.  

The memorandum of 
understanding was agreed by 
the Home Office and NHS Digital 
in November 2016.

Immigration officers could 
access patients’ “demographic 
data”—name, date of birth, 
address—to track down 
migrants. This could frighten ill 
migrants off from seeking the 
healthcare they need. 

And it’s part of reinforcing 
the racist lie that migrants drain 
the NHS of resources—when in 

fact the NHS couldn’t function 
without migrants.

The Tories were forced to limit 
the use of the scheme in May, 
but the Home Office has been 
finding ways around it. 

Socialist Worker revealed in 
August that Barts Health NHS 
Trust in east London was making 
100 enquiries a week to the 
Home Office about patients. 

This was part of the process 
of checking if migrants from 
outside the European Union 
were eligible for free healthcare. 

It involved sending patient 
demographic information to 
immigration officials. 

A campaign forced the trust 
to back down partially over 
checking patients’ statuses. 

Refugees suffer at border
RIGHT wingers were 
outraged to hear 
claims this week that 
the British border 
is “not secured by 
any stretch of the 
imagination”.

The findings 
came in a report by 
David Bolt, the Chief 
Inspector of Borders 
and Immigration.

Border guards told 
Bolt that refugees 
were “exploiting” 
understaffing to 

coordinate attempts 
to get into Britain. 

The UK Border 

Force is still capable 
of meting out 
brutal treatment to 
refugees. 

The refugees 
trapped at 
Britain’s border in 
northern France 
are fleeing poverty, 
environmental 
catastrophe and the 
West’s wars in the 
Middle East. 

The only solution 
is to open the border 
and let them in.

Refugees in Dunkirk

Protesting at Barts  Picture: guy smallman

FIGURE IT OUT

3,000
 The number of unaccompanied 
refugee children who were 
supposed to be resettled in 
Britain from Europe under the 
2016 Dubs Ammendment

480
 The maximum number the 
Tories said they would let in

220
Were actually allowed in

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS AND 
FIGHT A RACIST SYSTEM

 C
APITALISM produces 
racism and uses it to 
keep us divided and 
distracted from the real 
relations in society.

That’s why mobilising for  
anti-racist protests such as the 
one this Saturday is important. 

When thousands of people 
march it shows the people at the 
top we are united. It makes them 
think twice about their latest 
racist assault and it gives other 
anti-racists confidence.

Racism isn’t just a matter of 
individual attitudes. 

It is built into society and 
pushed by those at the top.

The loathsome attitudes of 
those who burnt an effigy of 
Grenfell Tower last week are 
rooted in a society that treated 
the tower’s residents with racist 
contempt. 

The Stephen Lawrence Inquiry 
was a landmark in Britain. 

Under pressure from a big 
anti-racist campaign, it branded 
the Metropolitan police as 
“institutionally racist”. That 
pointed at the systematic nature 
of oppression and popularised 
the idea that racism is something 
more than just a person’s 
attitudes.

 We need to get rid of a system 
which guarantees profits for the 
rich and condemns billions to 
poverty. 

From its birth “capital comes 
dripping from head to foot, from 
every pore, with blood and dirt,” 
wrote Karl Marx. He was talking 
about the million injustices 
the system has heaped upon 
us throughout its history, but 
particularly slavery.

The transatlantic slave trade 
gave capitalism the adrenaline 
shot in needed to become a 
global system.

Racism was the ideology 
created to justify the ownership 
of human beings. It was designed 
to dehumanise slaves—to make 

white workers think they had 
more in common with their 
bosses than with slaves. Marx was 
clear that “labour in white skin 
cannot emancipate itself where 
the black skin is branded”. 

The core of racism is to 
dehumanise and to divide.

That’s true of attacks on 
migrants by US president Donald 
Trump, of attacks on Roma by 
Matteo Salvini in Italy or of 
attacks on refugees by the Tories 
and the European Union. 

Increasingly there is 
Islamophobia whipped up by the 
people at the top of society, from 
Boris Johnson to the architects of 
the Prevent policy.

We have to fight racism and 
the society that creates it—the 
head must be cut off.

Because capitalism and racism 
are intertwined, the fight against 
the system must have anti-racism 
at its centre.  And to get rid of 
racism once and for all we need 
to get rid of capitalism, not try to 
make it nicer piecemeal. 

To do that we need a 
revolutionary organisation that 
can push forward successful 
struggle. Join the revolutionary 
socialists to be a part of that fight.
bit.ly/JoinTheSWP

TORY YEMEN HYPOCRISY
 FOREIGN SECRETARY Jeremy 

Hunt called on Saudi Arabia 
to “stop famine and cholera 

intensifying” in Yemen ahead of 
meeting with the country’s rulers 
this week. 

He already knew that British 
arms sales to the dictatorship 
weren’t on the agenda when he 
met Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman. Those British arms are 
responsible for inflicting suffering 
on the Yemeni people.

The Ministry of Defence and 
BAE Systems service Saudi planes 

that carry out daily bombing raids 
on Yemen. Further sales of fighter 
jets are in the pipeline. 

A Saudi Arabian-led coalition 
invaded Yemen in 2015 to install a 
regime that would be friendly to 
Western imperialism’s interests in 
the Middle East. 

The assault on Yemen has 
wrecked one of the poorest 
societies in the Middle East. 

Around 14 million—half of the 
population—are on the brink of 
starvation. 

The United Nations says Yemen 

could be facing the worst famine 
in 100 years if Saudi air strikes 
continue.

The Saudi murder of journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi and images of 
starving children forced some 
Western politicians to raise mild 
criticism.  Yet they won’t stop the 
arms sales to a bloody regime 
that backs their interests. 

The Tories and all the other 
Western politicians who support 
Saudi Arabia are responsible for 
the murder and starvation of 
Yemenis. 

Increasingly  
Islamophobia is 
whipped up by 
people at the top 
of society

‘‘ 
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US is trying to slow 
down China’s rise 
DONALD TRUMP has been blundering around Europe 
again, picking fights as he goes. But the relationship that 
really matters is between the US and China. 

The trade war that started back in March involves Trump 
slapping tariffs on half of China’s exports to the US and 
China retaliating in kind. 

Recently Trump has been sending some more positive 
signals. A couple of weeks ago he tweeted that he had had 
“a very good conversation” with President Xi Jinping “with a 
heavy emphasis on trade”. 

He raised hopes that they might reach a compromise at 
the G20 world rulers’ summit at the end of November. After 
all, Trump stepped back from a trade war with the European 
Union (EU) in July.

Clearly this prospect is unwelcome to some in his 
administration. Peter Navarro, director of the White House 
National Trade Council, launched an astonishing attack on 
“globalist billionaires” last Friday. 

He accused them of being “unregistered foreign agents” 
acting as part of a Chinese “influence operation” to get 
Trump to withdraw his tariffs. “Globalist” has become a far 
right antisemitic code word for “Jewish”. 

It’s true that the Chinese government invited a number of 
leading US bankers to meet Vice President Wang Qishan in 
September. 

The fact that they went had nothing to with any 
conspiracy by “Jewish finance”. US banks and corporations 
have benefited heavily from the liberalised world economy 
that has allowed capital to move where profits are high and 
wages low.

This doesn’t mean that the confrontation with China is 
just a personal eccentricity of Trump’s. Ever since the ruling 
Communist Party started to integrate China into the world 
market in 1978, it has never been just another low-wage 
location for corporations.

The party has maintained state control over the banks and 
large industrial enterprises. Now China is the world’s second 
biggest economy and the largest manufacturer and exporter. 

One of Xi’s main policies is called Made in China 2025. 
This aims to upgrade the Chinese economy into more and 
more hi-tech areas.

Widespread 
It scares many Western companies and governments who 
fear Chinese firms will take their markets. There are also 
widespread accusations that Chinese takeovers of Western 
firms are used to obtain valuable intellectual property.

The truce struck by the US and the EU back in July 
involved a joint investigation into—though not in as many 
words—alleged Chinese theft of Western technology. 

This isn’t just a matter of economic competition. China’s 
rise represents the most serious threat so far to the global 
hegemony of US capitalism.

The US fears that firms with connections to the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) are trying to get access to 
research into artificial intelligence that could have military 
spin-offs. 

Both the US and European states, including Britain, are 
starting to clamp down on Chinese investments that might 
affect their security.

The tensions go in both directions. Xi has revived former 
leader Mao Zedong’s old slogan of “self-reliance”.

Defence minister General Wei Fenghe told an 
international forum organised by the PLA that the island of 
Taiwan “is China’s core interest”. “If anyone tries to separate 
Taiwan from China, China’s military will take action at all 
costs,” he warned. 

Taiwan was historically part of China, but is independent 
thanks to US support.

The US didn’t invite China to observe Rimpac, the huge 
naval exercise it holds in the Pacific every two years. And 
it imposed sanctions on a branch of the PLA for buying the 
Russian S-400 missile defence system.

But there’s no controversy in the US ruling class about this 
kind of action. They assume the US has the right to dominate 
both the Pacific and Europe.

Although there’s lots of opposition to Trump’s tariffs in 
US business circles, measures intended to show China who’s 
boss are fine.

FOOD BANK use has gone up in Flintshire—one of the first areas to implement Universal Credit   

Millions on Universal Credit 
left poorer by Tories’ budget 
by SADIE ROBINSON

A MAJORITY of claimants 
will still be worse off under 
the Tories’ Universal Credit 
(UC) despite extra money 
promised in the budget.

The Resolution Foundation 
think tank said that the 
budget changes will make 
a further 200,000 “working 
families” better off. 

It said this takes the 
number of claimants better 
off under UC to 2.4 million 
from 2.2 million.

But a staggering three mil-
lion will still lose out—com-
pared to 3.2 million before 
the budget.

The think tank warned that 
single parents and second 
earners in families, who 
are usually women, will be  
particularly hard hit.

Changes 
Chancellor Philip Hammond 
a n n o u n c e d  a n  e x t r a  
£1.7 billion for changes to 
work allowances under UC. 

This will increase the 
amount someone can earn 
before they start to lose  
benefits by £1,000 a year.

But UC claimants must 
have children or a disabil-
ity in order to be eligible for 
work allowances. Around  
2.3 million claimants won’t 
benefit from the change.

The changes announced in 
the budget mean that UC will 
now cost more money than 
the benefit system it replaces. 

But the Tories are committed 
to driving it through. They 
hope to intimidate workers 
into accepting poor pay for 
fear of being pushed onto UC.

The Resolution Foundation 
report comes as a new BBC 
investigation exposed the 
hardship that UC is causing. 

The BBC’s Panorama pro-
gramme found that coun-
cil tenants on UC have on 
average more than double 
the rent arrears of housing  
benefit claimants.

Across 129 councils , 
the average arrears for UC 
claimants was £662.56. For 

housing benefit claimants it 
was £262.50.

Flintshire in North Wales 
was one of the first counties 
to be hit by the rollout of UC. 

Rent arrears there have 
gone up by £1 million in the 
18 months since UC was intro-
duced. And evictions are up by  
55 percent compared to last 
year.

Arrears 
UC has led to rising arrears, 
evictions and food poverty. 

One claimant interviewed 
by Panorama was being 
evicted after owing £4,000 
in rent. “I’ve found a bridge 
where I can live,” he said. 

Others described sell-
ing possessions to raise 
enough money to put in their  
electricity meter.

The Tories knew that UC 
would lead to rent arrears. 

Professor Paul Hickman 
told Panorama that the gov-
ernment asked him to look 
into UC. 

His study in 2011 found 
that only 8 percent of tenants 
who made seven or more rent 
payments managed to pay 
the rent in full.

“I think the government 
was so committed to rolling 
out universal credit whatever 
we found they were going to 
continue to plough ahead,” 
he said. “I would probably 
scrap it.”
Join the national day of action 
against Universal Credit on 
Saturday 1 December, hosted 
by the Unite union 

Scrap a hated regime 
THE SCALE of the 
unease and anger at 
Universal Credit (UC) 
is growing and doesn’t 
just involve the 
usual suspects.

Councils 
already 
suffering 
funding cuts 
are losing 
more money 
as council 
housing 
tenants fall 
behind on rent 
payments. 

And some 
Tories fear that 
anger at the 
benefit could lead 

to “poll tax style riots”.
Instead of pledging a 
“review” of UC, Labour 
should demand that it is 
scrapped.

The Tories have been 
forced to retreat on UC 
again and again. 

Stepping up 
the campaign 
against it can 
force them to 

scrap it 
altogether.

Professor Paul Hickman

Campaigning in south London P
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 Labour plan  
 to challenge   
 the state  
 falls short
Party leaders tried this week to 
lay out their plans for taking on 
unelected power, writes Nick Clark

SHADOW CHANCELLOR John 
McDonnell laid out what he said 
were the Labour leadership’s 
plans for transforming the state 
at an event on Monday evening.

It was an attempt to explain 
what his answer would be to the 
challenges from big business and 
the state that a left wing Labour 
government would face.

Speaking at an event hosted 
by the Red Pepper magazine, 
McDonnell described that state 
as “a relationship with domi-
nance, particularly dominance over  
working class people”.

This is “about how people have 
to behave to receive any support or 
benefits from the state,” he said.

“It’s about the parameters in 
which they operate or even the 
parameters in which they think to 
conform to the existing distribution 
of wealth and power within society.”

In contrast McDonnell said 
Labour’s plans were about “open-
ing up the doors” of the state to 
more democratic participation and 
broader representation. 

Appointed
This would be done by filling 
elected and appointed positions 
with more people from campaigns 
and “communities”. 

And it would involve reforms 
such as abolishing the House of 
Lords, setting up cooperatives and 
community land trusts, renational-
isation and appointing workers to 

company boards.
He said that taken together 

those plans would “trans-
form the whole nature of 
our society and the demo-
cratic engagement that 
people can have within 
our society”.

And he said everything 
L a b o u r 

d o e s 
n o w 

should be measured against the 
question, “Will the development of 
this policy transfer the power from 
the state, transform the relationship 
of the state to the individual?”

Yet Labour politicians are already 
preparing to make concessions to 
protect the power of the state.

Last week Labour’s shadow 
defence secretary Nia Griffith said 
Labour would never accept support 
from the Scottish National Party if 
it meant scrapping Trident nuclear 
weapons. 

Insist
Although Jeremy Corbyn is a life-
long opponent of nuclear weapons, 
MPs and trade union leaders insist 
that a Labour government will keep 
Trident.

As Labour prepares for govern-
ment its leaders come under increas-
ing pressure to show they can protect 
the state they hope to manage. And 
they hope the rich who rely on the 
state to protect their interests will 
not undermine their government.

McDonnell said the best protec-
tion against that is to make sure 
Labour is “built into a movement that 
is clear in its ideas” and at the same 
time holds its officials accountable.

“I don’t think there’s any force 
out there that can in any way under-
mine or defeat us,” he said. “The 
biggest fear I have is our own lack of 
ambition and lack of mobilisation”.

Yet he recently promised City 
bosses Labour could change its plans 
“if you don’t like the policies we’re 
using to achieve our objectives”.

McDonnell’s plans to reform the 
state into something that can trans-
form society have one flaw. The 
establishment won’t allow Labour 
to hold onto the state without it 
giving in to the power of big busi-
ness, bankers and the city.  

A movement that protects against 
that power has to go beyond trans-
forming parts of the state and hold-
ing its representatives accountable. 

It has to be based on struggle in 
workplaces and on the streets that 
can end the power of the state and 
the rich entirely.

LABOUR DOESN’T know how it will take on the power of the state, such as the GCHQ spy centre  

Hundreds of Unison members call for 
the reinstatement of Karen Reissmann
UNISON UNION members have 
launched a campaign to defend 
leading health worker Karen 
Reissmann.

Over 400 have signed a 
statement calling on the Unison 
leadership to reinstate Karen to 
her democratically-elected union 
positions.

She was an outspoken critic of 
the NHS pay deal that was cobbled 
together by the Tories and  
13 health unions.

Karen is currently suspended 
from holding office in Unison. She 
was elected to the union’s national 
executive committee (NEC) and 
the health service group executive 
committee (SGE).

Her statement has been 
signed by 20 fellow NEC 
members and 18 members 
of SGEs for health, local 
government and higher 
education.

Karen is a socialist 
and a union militant 
who raises solidarity 
for strikes and 
fights to defend 
the NHS. So 
it’s no surprise 
that members 
of branches 

involved in Unison’s high-profile 
disputes have signed the statement.

This includes health workers 
from Wigan and Bolton who won 
over outsourcing and pay after 
a series of strikes. And members 
of local government branches 
in Birmingham, Camden and 
Glasgow, where workers have 
recently struck, have also signed. 

Outspoken
The statement said, “Karen has 
been outspoken about the NHS 
pay deal. She believes NHS 
workers could have done better 
from this weak government 
and that Unison materials were 

misleading to members.
“We do not know if these 

views and her suspension 
are linked, but would have 
grave concerns if they were. 

 “If Karen is suspended for 
having views different to 

that of the national 
leadership, her 

suspension should 
be immediately 
lifted.”

The 
leaderships of 
the 13 health 

unions missold 

the NHS pay deal to their members. 
NHS pay scales are made up 

bands, subdivided into incremental 
points. 

Health workers who have not 
reached the top of their pay band 
moved up these points at an 
annual increment date.

Unison and the other unions had 
a pay calculator on their websites. 

It suggested people not at the 
top of their pay bands would get 
pay rises on 1 April that they were 
not due until their increment date.

This date could be up to 11 and 
a half months later.

The leadership of the Royal 
College of Nursing was forced 
to resign over the misselling of 
the deal. This revolt made the 
leadership of Unison nervous 
because it was one of the key 
unions that pushed for the deal. 

The leaders of the 13 health 
unions should reopen the deal. 

The Unison leadership should 
immediately lift Karen’s suspension 
and withdraw any disciplinary 
action.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans
To sign the statement go to 
bit.ly/ReinstateKarenReissmann  
and go to Facebook page  
Reinstate Karen ReissmannKaren Reissmann John McDonnell 
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 Israel rains  
 bombs on  
 Gaza in new  
 clampdown 
Israel’s leader Binyamin Netanyahu 
threatens a new war amid fresh 
attacks on Gaza, says Nick Clark
ISRAEL BOMBARDED Gaza with 
waves of air strikes on Monday. 
It destroyed the building that 
housed the Al Aqsa TV sta-
tion and at least one residential 
building.

Palestinian officials said at least 
three people were killed in the 
attacks.

The bombardment followed an 
invasion by Israeli soldiers into 
Gaza on Sunday, where troops 
killed seven Palestinians.

Palestinians launched hundreds 
of rockets at Israel in response.

The seven were killed fighting 
off what Israel says was an “intelli-
gence gathering mission,” but which 
resistance group Hamas said was an 
assassination attempt.

One Israeli soldier was also killed 
after their incursion sparked hours 
of clashes and gunfights. 

The soldiers escaped after intense 
bombing and shelling by Israel near 
the town of Khuzaa.

Israeli prime minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu described the dead sol-
dier as a “glorious fighter”.

Israeli opposition leader Tzipi 
Livini said the troops who invaded 
Gaza were “courageous soldiers 
who are ready for any mission at 
any hour”.

In contrast, Palestinians who 
try to escape the siege of Gaza are 
often labelled terrorists—as are 
those who defend Gaza from Israel’s 
aggression.

Incursion
The escalation following Israel’s 
incursion raised the prospect of 
another bloody war in Gaza as Israel 
tries to force Palestinians to submit.

Israel is said to be pursuing a 
ceasefire deal with Hamas,  brokered 
by the West’s ally Egypt which is led 
by dictator Abdel Fattah el-Sisi.

A deal would likely mean Hamas 
gives up resistance and its demand 
for the right of Palestinian refu-
gees to return to their homes now 
in Israel. It is also said to involve 
allowing Israel to keep control over 
goods that enter the Gaza Strip.

Its efforts to pressure Hamas to 

give in have caused misery for the 
two million Palestinians living in 
the Gaza Strip.

In his latest threat of violence 
against Palestinians, Netanyahu 
said on Saturday that Israel was “a 
step away” from launching another 
war on Gaza.

“I am not afraid of war if neces-
sary,” he said, adding, “No politi-
cal solution exists for Gaza, just as 
there isn’t one with Isis.”

Israel’s siege of Gaza—now more 
than 11 years old—has created 
what aid organisations describe as 
a “humanitarian crisis”.

Last month the Palestinian 
Ministry of Health in Gaza reported 
a severe lack of medicines in its 
 hospitals and healthcare centres. 

The crisis is made worse by a lack 
of safe drinking water, caused by 
constant electricity cuts. 

The intolerable situation has led 
Palestinians to take part in mass 
protests at the border between Gaza 
and Israel every Friday.

Israel has responded with shock-
ing brutality, using live ammunition 
against protesters. 

Some 221 Palestinians have been 
killed by Israel since the protests 
began in March.

On other pages...
Donald Trump, the US and China 
>>Page 6

BACK STORY
Palestinians in Gaza began a 
series of protests in March
lThe Great March of Return 
demonstrations mark 70 years of 
dispossession by Israel
lIsrael has responded with 
brutality and terror, killing at 
least 214 Palestinians
lIsraeli leader Binyamin 
Netanyahu has threatened a new 
war on Palestinians in Gaza
lPalestinians there have 
suffered 11 years of a siege that 
created a humanitarian crisis

 Poland’s government boosts fascists
by ANDY ZEBROWSKI in Poland

THE FASCISTS were given a big 
boost by the Polish government 
on Sunday. A 200,000-strong 
march in the capital, Warsaw, 
was jointly organised by 
Poland’s fascist organisations 
and the highest state officials to 
mark the 100th anniversary of 
Poland’s independence.

It was addressed by the 
president and preceded by 
columns of soldiers and military 
vehicles. Fascist flags and 
symbols were prominent.

Many more people came on 
the march than in previous 
years because it was seen as 
part of the state celebrations 

of the independence 
anniversary. During the rest of 
the year the fascists can only 
manage hundreds on their 
demonstrations. 

But the Independence Day 
marches show their support could 
grow unless they are opposed.

Very worryingly the Solidarity 
trade union supported the 
fascist-led march. 

In opposition to all this, on 
Sunday thousands of people 
marched in Warsaw against 
fascism and the normalisation of 
fascism.

This was an important 
mobilisation in the ongoing fight 
against the far right.
For a longer version go to  
bit.ly/Polandmarch  

 Athens demo over Nazi trial
ANTI-FASCISTS in 
Greece protested 
outside the Court of 
Appeal in Athens on 
Tuesday. 

They demanded 
that a trial against 
leading members 
of the Nazi Golden 
Dawn party is 
speeded up.

Some 69 Golden 
Dawn members have 
been on trial since 
2015. 

Their trial covers 

the murder of 
anti-fascist rapper 
Pavlos Fyssas, who 
was killed in the street 
by Golden Dawn thugs 
in 2013.

The trial has 
exposed evidence 
pointing to Golden 
Dawn’s role in 
organising attacks 
on migrants and 
anti-fascists. 

But delays in the 
lengthy court process 
have dragged the trial 

out for more than 
three years.

Now Golden Dawn’s 
lawyers are trying to 
delay proceedings 
by presenting reams 
of documentary 
evidence.

Anti-fascists are 
demanding more 
sessions to speed up 
the trial. 

They also argue 
that court officials 
should not have other 
cases to deal with.

THE AFTERMATH of Israeli bombing in Gaza last weekend Picture: @WalidMahModrouk/tWitter

Soldiers joined the march in Poland

MORE ON THE WEB
 

More struggle 
needed after 
US elections
bit.ly/USvotes
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Reading on 
revolutions?
I FIND this idea about 
workers and soldiers 
striking as one of the 
main reasons why 
the war ended very 
interesting (Socialist 
Worker, 7 November).

I was wondering if 
you could suggest some 
literature on this. 

I have seen the same 
discussion over strikes in 
Nazi Germany on Ernest 
Mandel’s book. 

Felipe Messeguer
On Facebook

Tories’ fears 
over Falklands
THE TORIES are scared 
that Argentina could take 
back the Malvinas, also 
known as the Falklands, 
due to Brexit.

Another plus point 
of leaving the European 
Union!

Kelly Reade
Essex

Labour won’t 
bring change 
PLEASE WAKE up!

Labour are no more 
our friends than  
the Conservatives.

Stop voting for the 
two-party state or 
nothing will ever change 
for any of us.

Justice4GallionsPoint
On Twitter

Nick Robinson 
changes tune
I GIGGLED to see Nick 
Robinson say that 
journalists have a right 
to ask “tough questions 
of people in power”.

He was responding to 
Donald Trump’s attack on 
a CNN journalist.

When did Robinson 
ask tough questions of 
the powerful?

During the Iraq war, 
he said, “My job is to 
report what those in 
power were doing or 
thinking. 

“That is all someone 
in my job can do.”

Annie Wise
Nottingham

Reformists 
lost revolution
BUT FOR the treachery 
of the reformist SPD 
it could have gone on 
to establish a socialist 
republic (Days of Hope—
the German Revolution,  
7 November).

The bloody history of 
the twentieth century 
could have been avoided.

Sasha Simic
On Twitter

Just a 
thought...

Media reporting fuels racism 

 We shouldn’t say sorry for others’ abuse
RECENTLY WHILE waiting 
for a train in London I 
was asked by a stranger if 
I was Muslim. 

I said, “Yes”. He asked 
if I had read the day’s 
Metro newspaper. I said, 
“No”. 

He then handed me the 
Metro, asked me to read 
page 7, and asked, “Why 
does this keep 
happening?” 

The article was about 
Asian grooming gangs.

I was the only visibly 
Muslim and Asian man on 
the platform. 

I wasn’t traumatised. 
When I got on the train I 

thought about what just 
transpired.

A stranger associates 
grooming gangs with 
Muslims and Asians. The 
narrative put forward by 
Quilliam is quickly taking 
root in society. So now 

we’re terrorists and 
groomers? What next?

The impact of 
racialising issues such as 
grooming gangs is 
another reason for me to 
disengage with the 
mainstream media. 

And another reason, on 
a long list, to question the 
intentions of Quilliam.

We do not need to 
explain or apologise for 
the actions of others, 
whether they share our 
religion, gender, ethnicity 
or any other 
characteristic. 

Na’eem 
By email

 Hail strike  
 at Google 
THE GLOBAL Google 
walkout shows the future of 
workers’ organisation. It 
started in Tokyo and 
Singapore and spread 
through the world.

Traditional trade unions 
were totally irrelevant to 
this great, historic action.

Google workers showed 
that you do not need formal 
organisation to take action. 

But it is incomparably 
easier to organise it where 
official, admittedly 
bureaucratic, union 
apparatus exists. 

For some time the 
organisation of capital 
through multinationals has 
left workers’ organisation 
lagging miles behind.

Companies are bigger 
than unions.

Google workers are 
showing the way. We need 
to follow their example.

John Shemeld
Nottingham

 Is austerity  
 really over?
SO GREAT to hear that 
austerity is finally over! 

Now can we look 
forward to getting our 
hospitals back.

Presumably we’ll be 
getting our affordable, 
good quality council houses 
back so we can look 
forward to fewer people 
being left to sleep on the 
street. 

Maybe we can have a 
minimum wage which is 
enough to feed a family and 
pay the rent. Maybe we 
won’t need food banks.

Or are we being lied to 
again? Place your bets. 

Heather Dore
Swansea

 Workers deserve a lot  
 more than £10 an hour 
JEREMY CORBYN’S Labour 
wants to win the demand of 
a minimum wage of £10 an 
hour by 2020. 

This is good and the 
unions should organise 
strikes to achieve that 
demand. But in reality this 
is just the bare minimum. 

Workers have suffered 
the longest drop in living 
standards since the 
Victorian era. Average real 
earnings will be £1,733 
lower in 2021 than they 
should have been if wages 
had recovered after the 
2008 banking crash. 

Household debt stands at 
£1.6 trillion pounds. 

And if the minimum 
wage had kept up with 
productivity in the US they 
would be worth over 
£15.60 an hour.

We should fight for £15 
an hour and push on from 
there. And we mustn’t 
forget that wages represent 
the fight over how much 
surplus the bosses steal 
from us. 

All the profits of the 
system should be ours.

Tim Knight-Hughes
Norwich

Bankrupting universities is 
part of a privatisation plan 
THE ONLY surprise about the news 
that three universities are on the 
verge of bankruptcy is that it has 
taken so long. 

The Browne Review of Higher 
Education was set up by Peter 
Mandelson when New Labour was 
in office. Browne was the former 
boss of BP and was for a while 
involved with Cuadrilla.

His review was informed by the 
assumption that competition 
would bankrupt some universities 
that could then be sold off to US 
for profit universities. 

This would then bring “real” 
competition into the sector, driving 
down standards for the great 
majority of students and the pay 
and conditions of all staff. The 

Browne report was an off-the-shelf 
McKinsey management document 
and that means privatisation. 

What is interesting is that the 
Tory-Lib Dem coalition did not 
have the nerve to force universities 
into bankruptcy. 

Instead we have had to wait for 
the original intentions of the 
review to be finally realised. 

If these three universities are 
allowed to go bankrupt then we 
will without doubt see them sold 
off to US private universities. 

This will be just the beginning. 
Students and staff at every 
university have to get ready to 
fight to stop this attack succeeding.

John Newsinger
Brighton

lLEADING COUNCILLORS left 
their Labour group meeting in 
Manchester last week—in order to 
attend a vigil for those killed in 
Pittsburgh. 

Ten Labour councillors, 
including representatives from the 
wards with the largest Muslim 
populations, joined councillors 
from Salford where the largest 
Jewish community lives. 

Two Jewish restaurants in 
Manchester have been torched and 
the Jewish cemetery desecrated. 

Stand Up To Racism Manchester, 
which called the vigil, made a 
necessary and important stand 
against antisemitism.

Mark Krantz
Manchester
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 HOW WE CAN
 PUSH BACK
  AGAINST
 RACISM
Thousands of people will march in London this weekend 
against the rise of racism and fascism. Activists spoke 
to Socialist Worker about the renewed threat from the 
right—and what needs to be done to fight it

Grattan 
Puxon Naima Omar

Mohammed 
Kozbar Rose Brown

Unmesh 
Desai

GRATTAN PUXON
Executive member of 
the International Romani 
Union

AT LEAST 15 Roma have been killed 
or died due to mistreatment across 
Europe since February 2017.

The rise in racism, and the election 
of right wing governments, has had a 
big impact on Roma. In Italy we have 
a very bad situation. The authorities 
are attacking camps systematically 
there, and in France too.

France has seen massive 
deportations of Roma. 

In Britain there are around 
150,000 Roma migrants. They fear 
that Brexit means they could face 
the threat of deportation.

Theoretically they have the right 
to stay here if they are resident. But 
there are a lot of forms to fill in and 
barriers you have to get through. 
Many Roma won’t pass these 
barriers—and they are not supposed 
to pass them.

We will have a bloc on the protest 
on 17 November flying Roma flags.

On 8 April we will mark 
International Roma Day in London 
and elsewhere. We would like 
anybody who can to come and 
support us. And on 2 August we will 
mark the 75th year of the Roma 
Genocide Commemoration.

We will be grieving for the Roma 
losses during the Nazi period but 
also thinking about Roma who are 
under attack today.

In advertising anti-racist events, 
antisemitism and Islamophobia 
are rightly often mentioned. We 
want equal space to be given to 
anti-Roma racism. That would add 
to the agenda and help us to fight.

MOHAMMED KOZBAR
Chair of Finsbury Park 
mosque in London

WE’VE BEEN fighting racism 
and Islamophobia for years. But 
now it really is the right time to 
try to do something big which 
should have an impact on the 
government.

There’s a rise in racism 
and Islamophobia in 
particular—52 percent of religious 
hate crimes are against Muslims.

Our mosque in Finsbury Park 
has been attacked many times. 

They’ve tried to set fire to the 
mosque, they’ve put a pig’s head 
on the gates, and they’ve sent us 
white powder.

I’m sure every mosque in the 
country has been attacked in one 
way or another.

Muslim women who wear the 
hijab are more vulnerable than 
others.

Many women have come to us 
in tears saying they can’t take 
their children to schools as they 
used to any more. They can’t use 
public transport as they used to, 
because they are afraid.

There are different reasons 
for this but the main thing is 
the media. Most of the stories 
about Muslims are negative. The 
government is not taking serious 
steps to protect Muslims.

There is a lot that Stand Up To 
Racism can do locally. We need 
to challenge the media much 
more if we see stories that are 
not accurate and make them feel 
they cannot get away with false 
information.

When we see an incident take 

place we need to stand up to it.
We need to lobby the 

government, parliament and our 
local MPs and say Islamophobia is 
not acceptable. 

We should challenge parties 
who have got an issue with 
Islamophobia—we need to keep 
asking the Conservative Party 
to open an investigation into 
Islamophobia.

We can do a lot of things 
locally. We had an organising 
meeting with Muslim 
organisations and Stand Up To 
Racism in Islington, to talk about 
the 17 November demonstration 
and work out a longer term 
strategy. 

We can have meetings, posters 
to let people know what to do if 
they are attacked and training 
courses on challenging the media. 
We need to start this process.

UNMESH DESAI
Labour Greater London 
Assembly member

THE SCALE and nature of the threat 
we face is different from what we’ve 
seen over the last two decades. The 
populist right and the respectable 
right are coming together—
something which we’ve not had 
before, not even in the 1970s.

The painful reality is too many 
people—including in trade unions 
and the Labour Party—have not 
grasped the scale of the challenges. 
We need to raise consciousness 
through an education process.

Secondly we need to build local 
anti-racist and anti-fascist alliances 
working with or through Stand 
Up To Racism. They can organise 
against the far right—even if the 
far right is small. Because if you let 

them get away with small things 
they’ll go on to bigger things.

Thirdly, institutions such as trade 
unions need official positions on how 
they’re going to combat the far right. 
We need the broadest possible unity, 
involving politicians of all parties, 
people in positions of authority, 
schools, community groups, political 
groups and faith groups.

As well as the broadest possible 
unity, those of us on the left 
have also got to offer a worked 
out alternative to the politics of 
austerity. Especially on housing, 
jobs and on how we can build a 
vision for a post-Brexit Britain.

The Labour Party must be at the 
forefront of any initiative against 
the far right.

We’ve got a historic tradition. 
John McDonnell called for an 
anti-racist movement, Diane Abbott 
spoke at the Stand Up To Racism 
rally as did I. That message has got 
to go out to Labour Party members. 

The huge strength of the Labour 
Party—half a million members 
alongside six million trade 
unionists—is how we channel that 
energy and dynamism outwards into 
a mass anti-racist movement.

NAIMA OMAR
Stand Up To Racism 
activist and Socialist 
Workers Party member

THE FAR right is growing across 
the whole world. It’s not just 
Europe. You see it in the United 
States and in Brazil with the rise 
of Jair Bolsonaro. 

It’s worrying, especially where 
some have made it to parliament 
and are gaining confidence on the 
streets. 

Here in Britain Tommy 
Robinson has mobilised 
thousands of people on the streets 
not once but twice in the last year. 
So an anti-racist movement is 
important to put the far right on 
the back foot.

The anti-fascist movement has 
to be a broad united front with 
people from across the spectrum 
of anti-racists who really want to 
tackle the far right’s growth. 

The Labour Party is an 
important element in the 
movement—it’s the largest party 
in Europe. But the anti-racist 
movement can’t be limited to 
the Labour Party. There are 
anti-racists who are not Labour 
members.

And Labour’s record on 
anti-racism when it’s been in 
office is terrible. The growth of 
racism and the narrative of the far 
right is about more than austerity. 

Of course there will be political 
disagreements about certain 
things. But the main thing is to 
come together and mobilise an 
anti-racist movement in local 
areas and nationally.

It has to create a culture where 

anti-racism is part of our society. 
It sounds cheesy, but it has to 
make being a racist uncool.

But the movement 
also has to mobilise on 
counter-demonstrations any 
time the far right, the fascists or 
Tommy Robinson rear their heads.

Counter-demonstrations are 
important to claim our streets—to 
show them that they don’t have 
the majority. That they are not the 
voices of ordinary people. 

To say we are the majority and 
we’re not going to accept their 
racism, hatred and bigotry. But 
also, if we’re large enough, we 
want to take them off the streets 
completely.

ROSE BROWN
Unison union national 
executive committee (pc)

FASCISTS ARE open and proud 
now. They had been driven 
underground, but there’s no more 
shame. It’s almost like a badge of 
honour.

And there is the rise of 
state-sponsored racism.

We have to be constantly on the 
lookout for the changing shape 
and face of racism and the fact that 
people are being told that it’s okay 
to be racist against certain groups.

Let’s not be frightened and think 
we’ve just got to look after our own. 
A united front will make the far 
right run fast.

The problem are groups such 
as the Democratic Football 
Lads Alliance. It can appeal to a 
demographic of people who are 
marginalised and who will listen 
to its arguments about migrants. 

People need to be educated about 
why people need to move. Migrants 
don’t create their own crises. 
They don’t create their own wars. 
Refugees on the move are often the 
innocent victims of conflicts.

The fact is that freedom of 
movement is something that was 
agreed throughout Europe. Why are 
people suddenly being stigmatised 
for something they’re entitled to do?

Trade unions are good at 
organising. They’ve got mass 
memberships and if they work 
together they can mobilise. That’s 
what we do. We’ve got people who 
are committed, who are experienced 
and can encourage others.

The organising model of the trade 
union is what is needed. Getting 
people to organise themselves, show 
people that they can. We have funds, 
buildings and facilities that people 
can use. That can encourage people.

As trade unionists we also have 
to fight austerity. We have to let 
people know who’s at fault and 
why austerity is there. 

If the big corporations paid 
their taxes everybody would be a 
bit better off. Maybe we’d all get 
better rates of pay.

(Pictures, clockwise from 
bottom left) Roma protests 
have demanded an end to 
discrimination; Protesting 
against the far right on the 
streets of London this summer; 
the aftermath of the attack on 
Finsbury Park Mosque in north 
London; Hate-peddler Tommy 
Robinson

‘Football lads’ on the march in central London

Stand Up To Racism diary

lSaturday 8 December
Winter appeal for refugees
Join us in Calais and Dunkirk
lSaturday 23 February, 2019
Trade union conference
in central London
lSaturday 16 March, 2019
National demonstration
in central London
standuptoracism.org.uk

1111FEATURE 
1010

Socialist Worker      14 November 2018Socialist Worker  14 November 2018

Picture: Guy Smallman



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

LONDON: SOUTH
Crime, class and capitalism 
—why are young people 
killing each other?
Wed 28 Nov, 7pm, 
Karibu Centre,
7 Gresham Rd,
SW9 7PH
LONDON: WALTHAMSTOW
Antisemitism, the far right, 
Zionism and the left
Wed 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
NORWICH
In the era of Trump, racism 
and the far right—is 
socialism possible?
Thu 22 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
#MeToo—sexism 
and the system
Thu 29 Nov, 7pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,
OX1 1BX

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
A rebel’s guide to 
James Connolly
Mon 19 Nov, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
What is fascism and 
how do we fight it?
Thu 22 Nov, 7pm, 
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BRADFORD
The hijab—a woman’s 
right to choose
Thu 22 Nov, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane,
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Germany 1918—from 
war to revolution
Thu 22 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Ten years after the crash 
—is austerity really over?
Wed 28 Nov, 7.30pm, 
YHA,14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CHESTERFIELD
A rebel’s guide to the 
Black Panthers
Thu 22 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

COVENTRY
A hidden history of Asian 
workers in Britain
Wed 28 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln,CV1 5RF
DERBY
The lost revolution—
Germany 1918-1923
Thu 6 Dec, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd,DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
The First World War—
mutinies and revolts
Tue 20 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Goose, 53-54 Hall Gate,
DN1 3PB
DUNDEE
How do we beat the Tories?
Wed 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
The art and politics 
of Bertolt Brecht
Wed 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL

EXETER
Rosa Luxemburg and the 
German Revolution
Thu 22 Nov, 7pm, 
The Exeter peace shop,
31 New Bridge St,
EX4 3AH
GLASGOW
How revolution ended 
the First World War
Thu 22 Nov, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
HARLOW
Do we really need 
more police?
Thu 22 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
What is fracking and 
how can we stop it?
Wed 21 Nov, 
6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP

HULL
Capitalism vs the climate
Thu 22 Nov, 7pm, 
Cafe Licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ
KENT
The US elections—
the beginning of the 
end for Trump?
Thu 29 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Why is there a housing crisis?
Thu 22 Nov, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Going beyond the binary 
—Marxism, gender 
and trans liberation
Wed 21 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

LONDON: CENTRAL
Freedom of speech and 
‘no platform’—what 
do socialists say?
Wed 21 Nov, 6.30pm, 
Room 215 UCL Foster 
Court Building,
Malet Place,WC1E 6BT
LONDON: HACKNEY
The Tories in crisis—will 
Brexit finish them off?
Thu 22 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd,
E5 0PU
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Crime, class and capitalism 
—why are young people 
killing each other?
Wed 21 Nov, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: NEWHAM
The rise of the far right 
—how do we fight it?
Wed 21 Nov, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park),E15 1HP

LONDON: SOUTH
How revolution ended 
the First World War
Wed 21 Nov, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd,
Brixton,
SW2 1EP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
After Grenfell—how do we 
fight for decent homes?
Wed 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,SE8 4RH
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
How revolution ended 
the First World War
Wed 21 Nov, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Road,
E3 5AT
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
Politics of the mind—
Marxism and mental distress
Thu 22 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
MILTON KEYNES
After Grenfell,  how can we 
get secure homes for all?
Mon 26 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Trinity Centre,
Fishermead Boulevard,
MK6 2LA
NOTTINGHAM
#MeToo—sexism 
and the system
Wed 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Peterloo—the fight for 
democracy and freedom
Thu 22 Nov, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St,S1 2JB
SWANSEA
The US elections—
the beginning of the 
end for Trump?
Thu 22 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
TELFORD
Going beyond the binary 
—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Wed 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Roy Fletcher Centre,
17 Cross Hill,
SY1 1JE
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Socialist strategy and tactics
Wed 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St,
WV1 4HW
YORK
Politics of the mind — 
Marxism and mental distress
Wed 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,YO10 4AH

{ } MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

BURNLEY
How do we stop the rise 
of racism and fascism?
Fri 16 Nov, 7pm, 
The Library Building,
Colne Rd,BB10 1LL
Speakers include Julie 
Cooper MP and Councillor 
Afrasiab Anwar.
Organised by Stand 
Up To Racism

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 21 Nov, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

CARDIFF
Wed 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX

COLCHESTER
Thu 29 Nov, 8pm, 
Hythe Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
CO1 2FG

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd),N15 3QH

LONDON: WALTHAMSTOW
Wed 28 Nov, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,E17 6QQ

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Wed 21 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, 
M2 5NS

NEWCASTLE
Thu 22 Nov, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

SCARBOROUGH
Wed 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ

Brazil, Bolsonaro and 
the rise of the far right 

Socialist Worker

Send your reports and views to 
reports@socialistworker.
co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

Sign up for our morning email  
Breakfast in Red at  
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone and switch notifications on. 
Save 07494 519595 as Socialist 
Worker WhatsApp. Send ‘start’ 
to 07494 519595

[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

We are on Twitter
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 Exhibition shines a light on 
the art of the ‘dark ages’ 
The artefacts of six hundred years of Anglo-Saxon rule on display at the 
British Library provide a unique insight into history, writes Camilla Royle
ONCE MALIGNED as the “dark 
ages”, it was a period in which arts 
and literature flourished. The era 
produced many of the beautiful illu-
minated manuscripts in the British 
Library’s major exhibition, Anglo-
Saxon Kingdoms. 

The Germanic-speaking Saxons, 
Angles and Jutes settled in Britain 
after the decline of the Roman Empire 
in the 5th century. Anglo-Saxon soci-
ety lasted until England was con-
quered, first by Cnut of Denmark 
in 1016 and then by William of 
Normandy in 1066.

The exhibition includes the 
immense Bible known as the Codex 
Amiatinus, the earliest single-volume 
Latin Bible in existence. 

It was produced in Wearmouth-
Jarrow and sent to Italy as a gift to 
the Pope in the year 716. 

The book is back in Britain for the 
first time in 1300 years. 

The powerful Benedictine mon-
astery of Wearmouth-Jarrow would 
later decline in influence as the king-
dom of Mercia in the Midlands began 
to dominate. 

By the 9th century, under threat 
from repeated attacks from Viking 
raiders, a new king, Alfred, emerged. 

Power
He consolidated the various peoples 
vying for power into a single king-
dom of the Anglo-Saxons. 

Alfred and his descendants pop-
ularised the Old English language, 
with its Germanic roots and Latin 
alphabet. 

The epic story Beowulf, set in 
Scandinavia, was produced during 
this period, as well as strange tales 
such as The Dream of the Rood, an 
account of the crucifixion from the 
point of view of the cross itself. 

The  Ang lo -Saxons  had  a 

sophisticated knowledge of science 
and technology. They recognised 
that Earth is a sphere and observed 
the planets as far out as Jupiter and 
Saturn. 

Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms tells us 
very little about the lives of ordinary 
people, although perhaps 
this is inevitable in 
an exhibition 
focused on 
va luable 
books—
o f t e n 
used  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

as gifts for the wealthy. However, it 
does nod to the importance of agri-
culture. A fascinating piece suggests 
that in 11th century Ely, eels were 
used as currency. 

The exhibition ends with the 
Domesday Book, a detailed record 

of the country’s wealth 
c o m p l e t e d  i n  

1086  by  the 
N o r m a n 

i n v a d -
ers. The 

survey, 
named 

Domesday as it reminded people 
of the Biblical day of judgement, 
recorded thousands of villages. 

The exhibition could be inter-
preted as a nationalist story of how 
England came to be. 

It shows how the borders of 
England were established and dem-
onstrates the importance of the 
English language and of Christianity. 

However, it also shows that, rather 
than being timeless, England came 
about due to different power strug-
gles between the various peoples that 
settled on the island from elsewhere.

It also shows how willing the 
Anglo-Saxons were to build links 
with other parts of the world. 

The influence of Celtic art and 
design is evident in the intricate knot 
designs on many of the artefacts. 
Scholars and scribes travelled far and 
exchanged ideas and techniques with 
others from the continent and from 
North Africa and the Middle East.  

It’s impressive that 600 years of 
history have been explained in one 
exhibition, although at times it feels 
like a lot to take in. 

While the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms 
is understated, it brings together an 
extraordinary collection of books and 
artefacts and is a unique opportunity 
to see them. 
Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms: Art, Word, War 
at the Bitish Library, London. 
Open until Tue 19 Feb 2019

MINIATURE FROM the Vespasian Psalter, made in Kent in the  
8th century (above) and a jewel depicting King Alfred (right)

PLAY
ALL WE WANTED WAS 
EVERYTHING 
Bush Theatre   
London W12 8LJ 
Until 24 November

MIDDLE CHILD theatre’s 
latest production is a  
slow-motion meltdown 
on stage—which offers its 
audience redemption at the 
end.

All We Wanted Was 
Everything is a fun piece 
of “gig theatre” that jumps 
through the decades from 
1987. 

The live music and 
references offers twenty 
and thirty-somethings a 
trip down memory lane. 

Working class Leah and 
lower middle class Chris 
are both born in Hull in 
single parent families.

When Tony Blair walked 
into Downing Street and 

Harry Potter hit the shelves, 
things could only get better. 

A decade later, the credit 
crunch has hit and Chris 
and Leah face their own 
personal crises. 

By 2017 Brexit and 
Donald Trump lead to the 
end of the world. 

And Chris and now 
successful Leah are in their 
30s, both disillusioned and 
self-pitying. 

The MC—or narrator—
makes an impassioned plea 
for the two of them and the 
audience to stop wallowing 
and live for the moment.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

PLAY
OH WHAT A LOVELY WAR 
Swansea Little Theatre   
One-off performance

OF ALL the tributes and 
films and elegies and 
speeches made about First 
World War this year, this 
must be the finest. It tells 
the story of those that 
fought as people. 

We see them, young, not 
so young, afraid and in 
pain. 

This is a magnificent 
play and portrayal of 
what happens when Tsars, 
Kaisers and Kings—or oil 
companies—want their 
empires to be bigger.

We are overwhelmed 
with the horror—but the 
play ended with a powerful 
quiet tribute to individuals. 
Heather Dore 

Refreshing tale of gangs, family and the system 
FILM
BIRDS OF PASSAGE
Directed by Cristina Gallego 
and Ciro Guerra 
Out now

BIRDS OF passage is a 
visually stunning account 
of the lives of the Wayuu 
clan who live in northern 
Colombia. 

Over ten years from 
the late 60’s to the late 
70s, it follows the family’s 
growth in prosperity 
through their part in 
the drug trade and their 

eventual downfall. 
Cristina Gallego and 

Ciro Guerra’s film is 
refreshing in how it treats 
its characters. 

In contrast with many 
Hollywood films there are 
no main protagonists or 
antagonists—and no good 
or bad guys. 

As each character 
is exposed to the 
competition and monopoly 
of a profit-led society 
they are fundamentally 
changed. 

That’s true of characters 
that the audience are 

led to believe to be 
unchangeable.

The film is loosely based 
on true events and bills 
itself as being the origin 
story of the drug trade in 
Colombia. 

Birds of Passage is an 
accurate depiction of the 
decade of the violence 
of the drug trade in this 
period. 

But to reduce this film 
to just simply a crime 
drama or a mob film 
would be a disservice. 

This film is about 
family and tradition. It 

is a cautionary tale of 
capitalist greed that seeps 
into a community leaving 
only destruction.

An early sequence 
depicts a white 
American couple 
from the peace 
corps handing 
the main 
character, 
Rapayet, 
a sticker 
that says 
“Say no to 
communism”.

He shouts 
back at them 

“Long live capitalism!” 
The scene hangs over the 
film leaving the audience 
with the feeling that will 
inevitably become a 

tragedy. 
Sophie Squire

Natalia Reyes in Birds of Passage

Bryony Davies  in All We Wanted 
Was Everything
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READ MORE
lFascism—what it is and 
how to fight it 
by Leon Trotsky 
£6.00

lHas Brazil fallen to 
fascism? 
Socialist Worker article by 
Alistair Farrow 
Online at  
bit.ly/BrazilBolsonaro

 
 
 
 
 
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

to come to Britain. It’s com-
monplace that thousands can 
be abandoned to drown if they 
dare to try to enter Europe from 
Africa.

The nation is increasingly 
defined by the racists and the 
far right as the ethnically and 
racially pure, the white and het-
erosexual. Bolosnaro doesn’t 
just attack Brazil’s indigenous 
people, he abuses women and 
LGBT+ people.

But none of this would work 
without another factor—the 
decline and retreat of the social 
democrat left. 

Socialist democrats who are 
supposed to offer an alternative 
to the inequality of capitalism 
have implemented austerity. 

They have accepted the lie 
that migrants lower wages, 
scapegoated Muslims and 
cheered on imperialist wars.

They have often placed 
themselves in the front rank of 
those who demand more police 
and stronger borders. 

This has been an essential ele-
ment in buttressing the right’s 
agenda and weakening the 
defences against the fascists. 

It demoralises and weakens 
the left. 

Fortunately the growth of the 
far right is only one side of the 
picture. There is also resistance.

We stand with the quarter 
of a million who demonstrated 
against racism in Berlin, the 
250,000 who marched against 
Trump in London. We are with 
the Brazilians who are taking 
to the streets to defy Bolsonaro 
and the many others across the 
world who are fighting back.

There have to be much bigger 
and stronger united anti-racist 
and anti-fascist movements and, 
just like the far right, we need 
to organise beyond borders.

System
But we need to go further and 
confront not just today’s fascists 
but the system that produces 
them again and again. 

There has to be a socialist 
force that calls for and fights 
for a classless society. 

Mealy-mouthed opposition 
that clusters around the racist, 
neoliberal European Union or 
the decaying centre parties 
won’t blunt the right. 

Look at France where, 
according to a poll last week, 
Marine Le Pen’s fascist move-
ment will take the most votes in 
European elections next year. 
The Labour-type Socialist Party 
is in sixth place.

It has made itself irrelevant 
with its austerity-lite message. 

Against the far right’s message 
of hatred and division there 
needs to be struggle to smash 
the system that has produced 
the growth of today’s horrors. 

Capitalism is not delivering 
for the vast majority and it is 
not going to. It means poverty, 
war, racism and catastrophic 
environmental destruction.

Workers, the poor and sec-
tions of the middle class are 
angry—and are right to be 
angry. But their fury has to be 
turned away from the false tar-
gets offered by the far right and 
towards the real enemy. 

Anti-racist mobilisation and 
class struggle is the way to 
break the fascists.

Ultimately the threat will be 
removed through revolution, 
when the working class takes 
power from the capitalist class 
and fights for a different world.

It is deemed 
acceptable in 
Europe to cram 
refugees into 
detention camps 
in Greece (top) or 
let them freeze in 
northern France 
rather than let 
them into Britain 
(above) 
 Pictures: Guy smallman

A 
SERIES of 
thuggish, rac-
ist and fascist 
movements 
are on the 
rise. 

Sometimes they are in 
government or challenging 
for office. 

Elsewhere they are still 
small but are hopeful of a 
breakthrough.     

The election of far right 
Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil 
at the end of last month 
underlined that this is not a 
case of one or two repellent 
regimes. It is a phenomenon 
sweeping many parts of the 
world.

Fences and walls are 
going up, the razor wire is 
unrolled. Laws designed to 
expel and repulse migrants 
a r e  n o d d e d  t h r o u g h  
compliant parliaments.

And  there are assaults 
and murders in the streets. 
Muslims are hunted and vile 
antisemitism spews forth 
again.

The parties and individu-
als involved have different 
roots, political programmes 
and social bases. 

Matteo Salvini of the 
League in Italy is not the same 
as Narendra Modi in India or 
Donald Trump in the US.

There are groups that 
are fascist and aren’t too 
 concerned to deny it—such as 
Jobbik in Hungary. 

There are parties that are not 
fascist—at least not yet—but 
have substantial numbers of 
fascists organising inside them. 
The Alternative for Germany 
(AfD) is one clear example.

There are right wingers that 
rely on fascists for their parlia-
mentary majority. The Austrian 
government is made up of a 
racist mainstream conservative 
party and a fascist party. 

Turkey’s president Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan formed a 
“People’s Alliance” for this 
year’s presidential and parlia-
mentary elections with the fas-
cist MHP party. Now he couldn’t 
rule without them.

The differences matter. It’s 
important to say that not all 
of these racist, far right parties 
and figures are fascists. 

This is not a question of 
saying that some are dangerous 
and others are not. 

Threat
They are all a threat to work-
ing class organisation and the 
oppressed. They all have to be 
opposed. 

One key difference is that 
fascism in power means 
the complete destruction of  
working class organisation and 
independent political life. 

Because fascism is not yet 
triumphant we can still use the 
strength of the working class to 
hurl it back. 

But it is not enough to hope 
for our side to organise. We 
actually have to do it—urgently.

Another factor is that fas-
cism is a mass social movement 
which organises a street army 
to destroy its opponents. It is 

not simply a parliamentary polit-
ical grouping that heads up the 
existing state machinery.

That’s why in Britain it 
is important to contest the 
marches by Nazi Tommy 
Robinson’s supporters and deny 
them control of the streets.

We have to understand our 
enemy in order to defeat it.  

The new rise of the racists is 
a product of capitalist crisis. 

Capitalism always produces 
racism, but its virulence and 
pattern varies depending on 

the system’s booms and slumps.   
Since the financial crisis, 

governments everywhere have 
poured huge funding into the 
banks and the corporations to 
shore up profits. 

That provoked anger and 
sometimes resistance from 
those who are being fleeced to 
bail out the rich.

In response there is inten-
sified repression, censorship, 
police powers and militarism. 

The “states of emergency” 
proclaimed in France or Turkey 

were ended only when virtually 
all the undemocratic powers 
they enabled were translated 
into permanent laws. 

The police—and sometimes 
death squads that operate  
outside the state system—get 
free rein to arrest and murder. 

President Rodrigo Duterte 
in the Philippines unleashed 
the police to target those they 
defined as drug addicts. At least 
6,000 people have been killed.

Governments peddle the idea 
of “national unity” in order to 
splinter the opposition and to 
fuse together enough people to 
win an election. 

That means defining some 
groups as aliens, opposed to 
what’s presented as the native 
decent and hard-working 
majority. 

This consciously stokes 
racism and clears the path for 
those further to the right.

Islamophobia has been used 
by governments to scapegoat 
Muslims and justify wars in the 
Middle East. It is the glue that 
holds the far right together.

Theresa May’s “hostile envi-
ronment” towards migrants 
aids the lies of Tommy 
Robinson. Home secretary 
Sajid Javid’s taunts against 
Asians and Muslims are cel-
ebrated by the Democratic 
Football Lads Alliance.

R
AC I ST  p o l i t i -
cal manoeuvres 
are copied and 
admired by other 
r i gh t  w ingers . 
Trump becomes an 

inspiration to others. 
The right has consciously dis-

mantled the ramparts that in 
an earlier period were erected 
against fascism.

As Hungarian academic  
GM Tamas puts it, after the hor-
rors of the Holocaust there was 
widespread acceptance that 
“nobody should be excluded 
from the political community”. 

He adds that this was always 
a hypocritical and imperfect 
reality—for example, colonial 
people were left out as were 
many black people.

But political rights were not 
formally based on race or reli-
gion. This, says Tamas, has now 
been destroyed by racists. 

Hungarian prime minister 
Viktor Orban says the Roma, 
legal Hungarian residents, are 
lower quality beings. 

Salvini says that 500,000 
migrants need to be expelled 
from Italy. Trump threatens to 
take away the citizenship rights 
of some people living in the US.

And it has ceased to be a 
dirty secret that people can be 
treated like this. 

“Get out! Get lost! Don’t 
come here!” That’s the language 
of the new far right and fascists. 
People stepping from ministerial 
cars mouth the slogans of racist 
street thugs.  

It is deemed acceptable in 
Europe in 2018 to have deten-
tion camps filled with refugees 
in Greece. 

And to leave people to face 
freezing conditions in northern 
France rather than allow them 

 THE NEW 
 RISE OF 
 THE RIGHT
From Hungary, to Italy, to Brazil, to the US, racists and 
fascists are growing. Charlie Kimber looks at what’s 
behind this terrifying growth—and how we can stop it 

Ramparts 
against fascism 
have been 
dismantled by 
the right

‘‘ 
Nazis organise in the
AfD party in Germany 

Supporters of the fascist Tommy Robinson  Picture: Guy Smallman

Fight for a world without 
racist border controls

Immigration laws 
are the backdrop to 
increasing attacks 
on migrants and 
refugees, argues 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

ATTACKS ON refugees and 
migrants are at the forefront 
of the racist assault waged 
by rulers across the world.

In the last few weeks 
alone, they have intensified 
their scapegoating.

Donald Trump sent 15,000 
troops to the border between 
the US and Mexico with 
permission to open fire at a 
caravan of 12,000 migrants 
from Central America. 

And Italian senators 
cleared the way for a nasty 
law that would make it 
easier to strip migrants of 
citizenship and deport them.

These sorts of attacks have 
caused outrage among many.

So Diane Abbott has said 
Labour will end the Tories’ 
“hostile environment”. 

Yet she also promised 
5,000 more border guards to 
tackle “illegal immigration”. 

Most people, even those 
who see themselves as 
 anti-racist, support some form 
of immigration controls. 

But from their introduction 
at the turn of the twentieth 
century, the British state’s 
immigration controls have 
always been racist.

For instance, the Aliens 
Act 1905 targeted Jewish 
people fleeing pogroms. 

And subsequent 
restrictions specifically 
singled out black people from 
Britain’s former empire.

That’s a central reason 
Socialist Worker stands 
against all immigration 
controls and borders.

Profiling
Racial profiling is still tied up 
with immigration controls.

In 2004 the Court of 
Appeal ruled that it was legal 
for British border guards 
at Prague Airport to turn 
away Roma people more 
than other Czech nationals. 

Facing intense racism 
at home, many Roma 
people had tried to 
claim asylum abroad.

And this doesn’t stop 

at the border. Migrants 
from outside the European 
Union face restricted 
access to free healthcare 
and council services. 

These sorts of policies were 
driven by the Immigration 
Act 2014, which tried to 
turn bosses, landlords 
and public sector workers 
into border guards.

This means many migrants 
live in fear—and also makes 
people whose parents or 
grandparents came to Britain 
as migrants a target.

So 27 percent of landlords 
told a survey that they 
would be less likely to rent 
to people with a “foreign-
sounding” name or accent.

Labour has said it 
would scrap the act. 

But its immigration 
policy for after Brexit is 
based on discriminating 
between “lower-skilled” and 
“higher-skilled migrants”. 

This just makes it easier 
for the Tories to divide us.

Mass migration has had 
a hugely positive effect—
black and Asian workers 
built the NHS and it still 
relies on migrants to run. 

To stop racist division 
taking hold, we have to 
say that no one is illegal.

This shouldn’t be a 
condition of being part of the 
movement against racism.

Immigration controls 
are a recent invention 
and nation-states divided 
by borders are only a few 
hundred years old. Before 
1905 millions of people 
didn’t move to Britain.

Bosses want migrants to 
cross borders during times 
of capitalist boom when 
they face a shortage of 
labour and need workers. 

But alongside the need 
for labour, capitalists need 
to divide workers and 
use immigration controls 
to stoke up racism and 
manage labour flows.

Our capitalist society of 
competing states and class 
division will keep relying on 
racist immigration controls.

The result is death, 
deportations and detention. 

The revolutionary Leon 
Trotsky wrote that “amid the 
vast expanses of land and 
the marvels of technology” 
capitalism had “converted our 
planet into a foul prison.” 

A socialist, borderless 
world could break it open.  

US FEDERAL police await part of the migrant caravan

MORE ONLINE
More on anti-racism at 
www.socialistworker.co.uk
lDon’t concede to the far 
right
bit.ly/DontConcede
lState racism—fuelling the 
fire of fascism
bit.ly/StateRacism
lDo we need to control 
immigration?
bit.ly/ImmigrationControl

To stop racist 
division taking 
hold we have to 
say that no one 
is illegal
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  Strikes fuel Royal Mail bosses’ crisis
by NICK CLARK

THE LATEST unofficial strike 
by postal workers last week 
came amid a tumultuous few 
days for Royal Mail, includ-
ing the forced resignation of 
a top boss.

Members of the CWU 
union at a Royal Mail 
delivery office in Blaydon, 
Gateshead, walked out last 
Thursday morning over bul-
lying and harassment involv-
ing a manager. 

The CWU Newcastle Amal 
branch said the walkout 
ended a few hours later, with 
the manager moved and no 
loss of pay for strikers.

It was the latest in a steady 
stream of unofficial walkouts 
at delivery offices—all over 
bullying and harassment by 
managers.

Overtime
Bosses pressure workers into 
coming in early, accepting 
overtime because deliveries 
can’t be completed in normal 
working hours, or “lapsing”—
taking on sections of other 
routes.

A deal between CWU 
 leaders and bosses earlier this 

year promised a “change in cul-
ture” to deal with  workplace 
stress and bullying. But little 
seems to be changing.

CWU deputy general sec-
retary Terry Pullinger spent 
the bulk of a question and 
answer session on Facebook 
last Tuesday dealing with 
workplace culture.

“Changing a culture takes 
time,” he said. “You’re not 
just changing the culture of 
management, you’re also 

changing the culture of our 
people as well. Sometimes we 
have to look in the mirror.”

CWU members watching 
the video demanded action. 

One commented, “The 
workload is totally unaccep-
table, the amount of parcels 
that we are doing now is 
unbelievable.

“We are not donkeys—
the workforce is dropping to 
bits.” 

Another said, “It’s time 

HQ told senior management 
enough is enough!”

Pullinger was supposed to 
have been joined by Royal 
Mail chief executive officer 
Sue Whalley—but she pulled 
out at short notice. 

The next morning news 
broke that Royal Mail’s direc-
tors had forced Whalley to 
resign. 

She apparently took the 
rap for problems including 
falling profits and uncertainty 

about a pensions deal. Royal 
Mail’s half-year results, set to 
be released this week, were 
expected to show a fall in 
profits. 

And a planned new pen-
sion scheme—at the heart of 
a deal between the CWU and 
Royal Mail—is in trouble.

The deal hopes to intro-
duce a new type of pension 
scheme called collective 
defined contribution (CDC). 

But this can’t be brought in 

unless the government passes 
new laws to allow it. 

Last week the government 
launched a consultation into 
doing this—which could last 
for years.

Scheme
More worryingly for  workers, 
the new scheme could see 
them lose out. 

The amount paid out will 
depend on how well fund 
managers invest the pension 
pot on the market. If there’s 
a crash, workers will get less.

Last week pensions con-
sultant John Ralfe warned 
the “structurally flawed” 
idea had been cooked up for 
“entirely political” reasons 
“to head off a strike”. 

He said, “It is likely pen-
sioners could see a reduction 
in their incomes.

“A CDC scheme can work 
only with strict regulation. I 
predict it will fail.”

Royal Mail appointed a 
new deputy chair last week, 
Keith Williams, said by the 
bosses’ Financial Times news-
paper to have a “background 
in worker relations”.

It’s a sign that bosses 
are anxious about workers’ 
action.

WORKERS IN Gateshead staged an unofficial strike last week  Picture: cWu NeWcastle amal
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Car industry bosses lay off 
hundreds to protect profits  
Commentators, business and union leaders, say that Brexit is to blame for car factory closures. 
It’s really down to firms’ fear that overproduction will hit profits, argues Sarah Bates 

Overproduction led to worldwide car industry crisis  
BRITAIN’S car  
industry is big 

business with a turnover 
of £82 billion in 2017. It’s 
highly profitable, so why is 
everyone so worried?

Some trade union 
leaders joined the bosses 
in hyping up Brexit fears. 

They feel this gives them 
an alibi if they don’t fight 
the bosses’ attacks. 

So Unite union assistant 
general secretary Tony 
Burke said Shaeffler’s 
announcement should 
“leave no one in doubt of 
what was in store if the 
UK crashes out of the EU 
without a deal that secures 

tariff-free frictionless 
trade”. 

Burke is worried bosses 
will lose their ability to 
transfer goods within 
the EU if Britain doesn’t 
maintain access to the 
single market. 

The way the 
manufacturing process 
is organised means parts 
can travel several times 
across the Channel before 
final assembly. 

But the real problem 
is falling demand. There 
has been a raft of plant 
closures in Australia and 
the US in the last year. 

And factories are 

running at a lower scale of 
production. 

For instance, in the 
US General Motors runs 
its plants at 37 percent 
capacity. It’s also why 
Jaguar Land Rover 
reduced car workers in 
the West Midlands to a 
three-day week. 

Bosses attacks on 
workers in the car industry 
pre-date the vote to Leave 
in 2016. In 2009, Nissan 
slashed 1,200 jobs from its 
factory in Sunderland.

And Jaguar Land 
Rover cut 1,450 jobs and 
Ford made 850 workers 
redundant. 

HUNDREDS OF workers were left 
fearing for their jobs last week after 
two car industry giants announced 
plans to close factories. 

Tyre-maker Michelin said it would 
close its factory in Dundee, meaning 
845 jobs will go by mid-2020.

It was followed by Shaeffler, 
which makes car parts at factories in 
Plymouth and South Wales. The firm 
said over 500 jobs would go.

Many commentators are keen to 
blame Brexit fears for the move. 

But it’s actually more about 
long-term trend of overproduction in 
the car industry that threatens bosses’ 
profits. 

The Michelin announcement is a 
huge blow for Dundee. 

Its factory is one of the biggest 
workplaces in the city, which has the 
lowest rate of employment in Britain. 

It’s not as if the company is short 
of cash—it recorded a net profit of  
£1.4 billion in 2017. 

And Michelin also received a £43 
million handout from the Scottish 
government this year through the 
“Scottish Enterprise” scheme. 

But bosses say demand has 
dropped for smaller tyres—which 
the factory in Scotland specialised in. 

Structural 
Michelin Dundee manager John Reid 
said “major structural changes” in 
the industry mean more products are 
now being imported from Asia. 

China is a huge producer of tyres. 
Reid said these factors made “the 
business case very difficult” for 
 keeping the factory open. 

Some trade union leaders like to 
pit the interests of workers in Dundee 
against those in China. 

But the “business case” for produc-
tion in either in Scotland or China 

relies on bosses’ attempts to maxim-
ise profits at workers’ expense. 

Reid added, “The proposals are 
nothing to do with the UK’s decision 
to leave the EU”. But others, such as 
Herald Scotland newspaper column-
ist Iain Macwhirter, were quick to 
draw conclusions. 

He sa id  Dundee Michel in 
“underlines the kind of economic 

environment into which Britain is 
headed post-Brexit. 

“Brexit is isolating the UK from 
EU supply chains and hastening 
 deindustrialisation”, he wrote.

Gloom spread to the Shaeffler 
plants. There are 350 workers at 
the Plymouth factory and 220 at the 
Llanelli plant in South Wales. 

Regional chief Jurgen Zieglar 

said the closures would “make us 
more efficient by relocating parts of 
our production closer to where our 
 products are used”. 

Some 85 percent of Shaeffler’s 
products are exported and the firm is 
going to move production to China, 
South Korea and Germany. 

Zieglar hinted that Brexit was part 
of the reason for the closures. 

“Brexi t  i s  c lear ly  not  the 
single decisive factor behind our  
decision-making for the UK market,” 
he said. “But the need to plan for var-
ious complex scenarios has brought 
 forward the timing.”

Offered 
Meanwhile in Devon, bosses at 
Appledore shipyard announced its 
set to close by March 2019.

Babcock International—which 
manufactures warships at the site—
said all of the 199-strong workforce 
would be offered a job at another site. 

But with the Devonport yard some 
60 miles away, the transfer will be 
impossible for many workers.

The rich are using Brexit as a pre-
text for attacking ordinary people. 

For instance, car company Nissan 
is delaying pay negotiations with 
workers until it has “better clarity on 
the future business outlook”. 

That’s the same Nissan which 
threatened to leave Britain until it 
got a promise of government cash if 
it incurred extra tariffs after Brexit. 

So bosses are blackmailing  workers 
and the government in order to fight 
for a Brexit in the interests of the rich. 
Workers should fight for the right to 
work. 

The layoffs show the need for 
a socialist system where ordinary 
people make decisions about what is 
 produced, not a rich minority.

Occupy 
plants to 
save jobs

THE CAR industry 
has shifted towards 

“just in time” 
production to save on 
storage costs. 

Components are 
delivered hours or even 
minutes before they’re 
needed on the assembly 
line. 

Any interruption 
slows down the whole 
supply chain, which 
makes it particularly 
vulnerable to workers’ 
actions.

But union leaders 
have tried to build 
partnership with bosses. 

The Unite union 
boasted it’s been 
working on a “flexibility 
agreement” with 
Michelin management 
for two months. 

But its two-year plan 
would mean job cuts 
and shorter shifts in the 
first year. 

Axing 
And bosses proposed 
a further raft of 
redundancies and 
axing hours if “market 
conditions had not 
improved” by year two. 

Workers at Michelin, 
Shaeffler and Babcock 
should mount a 
fightback, occupy 
their factories and 
demand that they are 
nationalised to save 
jobs.

They even have the 
potential to win—like 
the Visteon car workers 
did in 2009. 

Sacked with no notice 
or redundancy pay 
hundreds of workers 
occupied factories in 
Belfast, Basildon and 
Enfield. 

Workers’ action 
won them significant 
redundancy packages, 
and dealt a humiliating 
blow to the bosses.

Unite union assistant general secretary Tony Burke 

MICHELIN WORKERS in Dundee walk into work after hearing news that 
their factory will close
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London university 
workers protest 
WORKERS AT the University 
of London were set to protest 
next Tuesday as part of their 
campaign against outsourcing 
and to be brought in-house. 

The protest, organised by 
the IWGB union, coincides 
with the university’s 
Foundation Day, when 
honorary degrees are handed 
out by university chancellor 
Princess Anne. 
lFor more information, go to 
bit.ly/UoLAnne 

Demand justice 
from ministry 
MINISTRY OF Justice (MoJ) 
workers plan to protest 
outside a drinks reception 
being held by minister David 
Gauke next Monday. 

The UVW union members 
also want the London Living 
Wage of £10.55. 

The outsourced workers 
are demanding equal 
conditions to those employed 
directly by the MoJ. 
lMeet at St James’s Tube 
station at 5pm 

Strike to sweep 
away low pay 
BIN WORKERS in Manchester 
could walk out over pay in the 
first week of December. 

The Unite union members 
work on the city centre night 
shift team.

Outsourcer Biffa plans to 
freeze their pay for several 
years. And workers say 
bosses have reduced their 
team from 14 to nine. 

Union won’t wind 
down the action 
WORKERS AT the Prysmian 
Cable Company are preparing 
their eighth week of action in 
their fight for better pay. 

The Unite union members 
were set to walk out on 
Wednesday and Thursday of 
this week. 

The 162 Unite members in 
Eastleigh, Southampton, are 
fighting for an improvement 
on a 2 percent pay offer.  

Protest over unpaid 
wages and tips 
WORKERS AT the recently-
closed Brassica restaurant in 
Dundee protested last week 
after a director said he had 
“no legal obligation” to cover 
money owed to staff.

Around 100 people joined 
the demonstration.

The Unite union members 
said they are still no further 
forward with clawing back 
£28,241 in unpaid wages.

Day of action over 
Post Office selloffs 
THE CWU union has called 
for a day of protests on 1  
December in defence of Post 
Offices facing privatisation. 

The call for protests follows 
the announcement that 74 
major Post Offices are to be 
franchised out to WHSmith. 

Upbeat strike against 
academisation scam
by SADIE ROBINSON 

WORKERS AT The John Roan 
school in Greenwich, south 
east London, have called 
three more strikes in their 
campaign to stop the school 
becoming an academy.

The NEU union members 
plan to walk out on 22, 27 and 
29 November. Workers and 
parents were also set to lobby 
a Greenwich council cabinet 
meeting on Wednesday.

The action follows a 
successful walkout on 
Wednesday of last week.

Strikers were upbeat on 
the picket line, defying the 
weather by playing Singing in 
The Rain. 

Supporters from other 
London anti-academy 
campaigns, and the local 
trades council, joined the 
picket line in solidarity.

Head 
Governors and the head want 
the school to become an 
academy, run by the UST chain, 
following an Ofsted rating of 
inadequate earlier this year. 

But strikers said the 
academy plan came before 
that. “UST has had its fingers 
all over this school for some 
time,” striker Andy told 
Socialist Worker. “The school 

owns millions of pounds worth 
of land.” 

The union at John Roan 
has pointed to evidence that 
the academy plan predates the 
Ofsted inspection. 

Its website said that head 
teacher Cath Smith told 
parents she was “brought in by 
UST to help with the transition 
to academy”.

Smith became head at the 
school in February, but the 
Ofsted inspection took place in 
March. 

Workers fear that 
academisation will mean a 
worse education for children, 
and worse conditions for them. 

Striker Josie said, “Some 
say it’s the law that we have to 

become an academy because of 
the Ofsted rating. 

“But it’s a very wobbly law 
and somebody has to stand up 
to it and get it changed.”

Kirstie, the joint NEU rep 
at the school, told Socialist 
Worker, “At least 16 schools 
have had academy orders 
revoked. 

“If we all unite, we can stop 
it.”
lSome strikers’ names have 
been changed.  
For a longer version go to 
bit.ly/JRStrike 
Send messages of support to 
johnroannut@gmail.com Sign 
the petition against forced 
academies at  
bit.ly/AcademiesPetition

TUBE DRIVERS staged a powerful strike                                                                 Picture: Guy Smallman

Shutdown on Central Line
TUBE DRIVERS shut 
down the Central Line on 
Wednesday of last week as 
they walked out in a dispute 
about fair treatment at work. 

RMT and Aslef union 
members staged a 24-hour 
strike on the line. 

The Waterloo and City line 
also shut down as it uses the 
same workers and type of 
trains as the Central line. 

The workers are fighting 
against the dismissal of a 
driver of 25 years’ experience 
who made a mistake while 
dealing with a problem 

caused by a defective train.
Finn Brennan is the Aslef 

organiser on the London 
Underground. “Senior 
managers who screw up walk 
away with massive payouts,” 
he said. 

“Frontline staff who make 
mistakes are thrown away 
like broken toys.”

And he warned Transport 
for London bosses that 
strikes are “inevitable” 
unless they “change 
the culture at London 
Underground and treat staff 
with fairness and respect”. 

LONDON UNDERGROUND 

LEWISHAM AND SOUTHWARK COLLEGES

THE UCU union has ended a 
pay dispute at Lewisham and 
Southwark Colleges. They 
are part of the NCG group of 
colleges.

Workers had only been 
offered a 1 percent pay rise 
in five years and unlike 
other colleges didn’t receive 
London weighting. The union 

said they will now receive a 
£350 pay rise, and pro-rata 
for part time workers. 

Other NCG colleges will 
receive incremental pay 
progression.

The UCU said it hoped 
to win incremental pay 
progression at Lewisham and 
Southwark in the future.

SCHOOLS 

ON THE John Roan school picket line  Picture: Guy Smallman

Teachers ballot to push for more cash 
THE NEU union was set to 
start an indicative ballot for 
strikes over pay on Thursday 
of this week. 

The ballot covers all 
teachers in state-funded 
schools and sixth form 
colleges in England.

The Tories have refused 
to implement the School 
Teachers’ Review Body’s 
(STRB) recommendation of 
a 3.5 percent pay rise for all 

teachers or to fully fund any 
increases.   

The NEU is demanding full 
implementation of the STRB  
and more funding for schools. 

The ballot ends in January.

nTHE NEU is among several 
unions preparing to protest 
over school cuts in London 
next Tuesday. 
lEnough is Enough: March for 
Education on Facebook 

nELECTIONS BEGIN this 
week for seats on the 
NEU’s national executive 
committee. 

Socialist Worker is 
supporting left candidates. 

They include Jess 
Edwards, Simon Murch, 
Sally Kincaid, Debs Gwynn, 
Chris Denson, Jon Reddiford, 
Stefan Simms, Sheena 
Wheatley, Warren Chambers 
and Jean Evanson.

EDUCATION ROUND UP 

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 

Workers plan walkout for 
higher pay at six colleges 
UCU UNION members across 
six colleges are expected to 
strike over pay on 28 and 29 
November. 

The union is demanding 
a 5 percent rise or a fixed 
increase of £1,500 for 
workers who earn less than 
£30,000 a year.

Mandy Brown is joint 
branch secretary of the UCU 
at Lambeth College in south 
London. 

“The situation in further 
education is so bad it doesn’t 
take much to get people 
to want to strike,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

Workers there are also 

engaged in a local dispute 
with college bosses because 
workers on new contracts 
receive ten days’ less holiday.

Some 85 percent of 
workers who voted backed 
strikes in a recent ballot of 
107 colleges. But only four 
reached a turnout of 50 
percent or more, plus two in 
separate ballots.

The UCU plans to reballot 
branches that achieved a 
turnout of 35 percent or 
more from 28 November.
lThe colleges set to strike are 
Bath, Bradford, New College 
Swindon, Petroc, Croydon and 
Lambeth.

HIGHER EDUCATION 

Pay and pensions debate  
A UCU union higher 
education conference on pay 
voted to reballot all branches 
over pay.  

UCU members at 
universities recently voted 
for strikes over pay. But the 
majority of branches didn’t 
reach the 50 percent turnout 
threshold required for a legal 
walkout.

 Delegates passed another 
motion calling for the union 
to ballot on the pay claim for 
2019-20 at the end of March.

Many wanted swifter 
action. Carlo Morelli, a 
UCU national executive 
committee, told Socialist 
Worker, “If we ballot in 
March, it’s not clear when 
you can strike. 

“Easter is followed by 
exams, and universities have 
different timetables.”

A conference on pensions 
followed the pay debate. 

But the chair told 
delegates from newer 
universities they didn’t 
need to stay because it 
concerned a dispute in older 
universities. That meant that 
the conference on pensions 
wasn’t quorate. 

nACTIVISTS AT Manchester 
university held two 
important rallies last 
Thursday.

Unison union members 
met to build support of their 
current ballot to strike over 
proposed pension cuts. 

Straight afterwards the 
living wage campaign held a 
rally calling on the university 
to accredit itself with the 
living wage foundation. 
Conor Cooley
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

 Carers reject extra 
hours or a cut in pay 
by SARAH BATES 

AROUND 80 care work-
ers struck over five days 
from last Saturday to stop a 
 devastating pay cut.

Unison union members at 
five Sirona care homes in Bath 
and North East Somerset are 
fighting new shift patterns.

These remove their half 
hour paid break and insert 
an hour-long unpaid break 
into their shifts.

T h e  p r e d o m i n a t e l y 
women workforce, already 
low-paid, will work for 
longer or receive less money. 

Unison steward Andy 
McGu innes s  spoke  to 
Soc ia l i s t  Worker  f rom 
a picket line of around 
20 workers outside Cleeve 
Court residential home. 

“Care support workers 
have taken the brunt of it,” he 
said. “They looked into cut-
ting directors’ pay, but they 
said if they did they wouldn’t 
be able to attract directors.”

He said the directors’ 
wages were “so different to 
what we’re earning. I just 
don’t think they understand.”

Bosses issued “dismissal 
and re-engagement” notices 
to staff, which means they 
wil l  be start ing worse 
 contracts in the next month. 

“I’ll be on a new con-
tract from Saturday 24 
November,” said Andy. “I 
work four nights and can’t 
do an extra night.”

Sirona said it has no 
choice but to hit workers 
because the council has cut 
its funding by £215,000.

But bosses shouldn’t 
be allowed to evade their 
responsibility.

After strikes in June 
and July, more action was 

postponed after the  council 
set up a “scrutiny  committee”. 

But Andy said despite 
the committee’s efforts 
to resolve the dispute, its 
 recommendations “come to 
a grinding halt” when it gets 
to the full council.

“Now the council has got 
to come up with an answer—
ultimately it’s their legal 
responsibility”, he said.

Workers are ready to keep 
fighting—they reballoted for 

more action and returned a 
vote of 95 percent for more 
strikes.

The dispute comes as 
the financial future of care 
 provider Allied Healthcare 
is thrown into doubt. 

Over 9,000 elderly and 
vulnerable people are at risk 
of losing their home care 
services if Allied can’t secure 
long-term funding. 
lSend messages of support  
to unison@bathnes.gov.uk

SHIPBUILDING  

Overwhelming votes say 
no to 3 percent pay deals 
A BATTLE over local 
government pay in Scotland 
could be looming after 
more workers rejected their 
latest pay offer. 

Unison union members 
voted by 79 percent to 
oppose the 3 percent pay 
offer in a consultative ballot. 

It follows a 92 percent 
vote to reject by GMB union 
members. Unite union 
members voted 73 percent 
No to employers’ body 
Cosla’s pay offer. 

nSCOTTISH teachers 
in the EIS union have 
been voting on whether 
to accept a 3 percent 
pay offer—with a strong 
recommendation to reject.

The ballot closes on 
Tuesday of next week. 

After a 30,000-strong 
demonstration over teachers’ 
pay and education last 
month, the union should 

move quickly to a strike 
ballot if the deal is rejected.

nOVER 8,000 Unison and 
GMB union members at 
Glasgow City Council are 
awaiting the results from 
negotiations following 
their 48-hour equal pay 
strike in October.

They are fighting for a 
financial settlement and job 
re-evaluation, after 12 years 
of a discriminatory pay 
scheme that saw them paid 
less than men. 

Lawyers and union 
negotiators are halfway 
through six-week talks with 
council officers. 

Strikes brought the 
council to the table.

Serious negotiations 
are important, but must be 
accompanied by industrial 
action. Unions should call 
escalating strikes now to keep 
the pressure on the council.

DETERMINED PICKETING on Monday Picture: @unisonsW/tWitter

TGI FRIDAYS

After bosses’ retreat, it’s 
time to fight for everyone
THE UNITE union heralded 
a victory at the TGI Fridays 
restaurant chain last week.

Workers have been 
fighting for fair tips and 
pay justice since January.

The dispute began when 
bosses told waiting staff, 
with two days’ notice, that 40 
percent of tips made by card 
would go to kitchen workers.

Some waiting staff 
lost hundreds of pounds 
a month as a result.

Unite members across 
three TGI Fridays restaurants 
in London, Manchester 
and Milton Keynes struck 
for three days in August 
as part of the campaign.

That followed a 
24-hour strike across 
four sites in May.

Unite London & Eastern 
last week said, “Workers at 
TGI Fridays won after taking 
highly effective industrial 
action and embarrassing the 
company into concessions.”

Staff meals will be 
reinstated. Workers will be 

paid for trial shifts as will 
online training sessions that 
were previously unpaid.

And kitchen staff will 
receive 35 percent of tips 
from February, instead of 
the current 40 percent.

This was decided by a 
restored “Tronc committee” 
that was abolished in 
January. It arranges to pool 
tips and share them out. 

The bosses’ retreat shows 
that strikes can get results. 

But if the union had fought 
for pay rises for all workers, 
kitchen staff included, this 
could have seen a bigger 
struggle win much more.

Instead kitchen workers 
didn’t join TGI picket lines.

Restaurant workers are 
forced to rely on tips to 
get by because wages are 
so low. Unions need to 
urgently up the fight for 
better pay everywhere.

As one TGI Friday 
striker said, “Settled? No. 
We’re now going for a 
pay rise for everyone.”

Manchester Piccadilly pickets   Picture: Mike killian

RAIL

 Day 35 of Northern strikes
WORKERS ON Northern rail 
staged their 35th day of strikes 
last Saturday in a dispute over 
the future of guards on services.

RMT union members on 
the network are fighting 
driver-only operation (DOO) 
services that don’t guarantee a 
second safety-trained member 
of staff on board at all times.

Leaving the driver 
responsible for passenger 
safety makes train travel 
unsafe and inaccessible. 

In the last 12 months 
strikes at six networks have 
seen workers fight to keep 
safety trained workers on 

services. But bosses want to 
implement DOO because it 
saves them money. 

RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash said strikers were 
“standing up for the principle 
of a safe and accessible railway 
for all in the teeth of the most 
appalling barrage of fiction 
and propaganda from the 
company”.

The RMT held large 
meetings about the guards’ 
dispute last week. Some  
90 came in Leeds with Richard 
Burgon MP, 55 attended a 
meeting in Newcastle and 
there were 50 in Sheffield. 

Escalation at 
Street Cranes
WORKERS AT Street Cranes 
escalated their action this 
week to 48-hour stoppages 
on Mondays and Tuesdays. 

Pickets were out in force 
again with strong support from 
the public and the early shift 
picket turned back a big wagon. 

The Unite union is fighting 
for a 4 percent pay rise. 

The company has offered  
3 percent with strings. The extra  
1 percent represents only 
£25,000 on the total wage 
bill, so it is a very reasonable 
demand given that the company 
made £980,000 in profit last 
year.

The union has twice agreed 
to talks to try to settle the 
dispute. Workers say that both 
times management took a “take 
it or leave it position”.

This attitude is only spurring 
on the action. The money is 
there and they intend to win.
Jeannie Robinson
lMessages of solidarity and 
collections to Shaun Lee 
shaun.lee@unitetheunion.org

Now strike 
to save jobs
WORKERS AT the Cammell 
Laird Shipyard in Birkenhead, 
Merseyside, have voted to 
strike to defend their jobs.

Bosses at the shipbuilder 
have announced plans to axe  
291 jobs. 

The GMB and Unite unions 
have warned that they could 
push through 40 percent of 
these job cuts by the end of 
March next year.

The shipyard was awarded 
a £620 million contract to 
build tankers for the Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary. Bosses are still 
determined to push through 
redundancies.

Workers have vital skills that 
could be put to socially useful 
purposes rather than relying on 
building warships. 

Cammell Laird workers 
also built the climate science 
ship which was almost called 
“BoatyMcBoat Face” after an 
online campaign. 

A fight for jobs based on 
hard-hitting strikes could win 
big support.

OBITUARY
Bill Ronksley   
1924—2018
BILL RONKSLEY, former 
president of train drivers’ 
union Aslef and Sheffield TUC 
secretary, has died aged 94.

Bill, a Communist Party 
member since his 20s, was a 
legendary figure in the trade 
union movement.

He met Pablo Picasso, 
creator of the great anti-war 

painting Guernica, off a train 
as part of a welcoming party 
at Sheffield station in 1950. 

One of his proudest 
moments was during the 
1984-5 miners’ strike when 
Aslef members refused to 
move coal during the strike. 

Bill supported SWP 
members victimised after 
leading strikes in the 1980s.
Phil Turner
lLonger online at  
bit.ly/BillRonksleySW

SCOTLAND MANUFACTURING 
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More online
The Brexit that we want  
bit.ly/Brexitwewant

 USE EU ROWS TO  
 GET TORIES OUT  
by CHARLIE KIMBER

TIME IS running out for 
Theresa May’s Brexit plans, 
and the political chaos in 
the government is growing.

May had hoped to put a 
final draft of the withdrawal 
agreement with the European 
Union (EU) to a cabinet meet-
ing on Tuesday. 

But it was impossible 
because the EU kept coming 
up with new issues and May 
was being repeatedly stabbed 
in the back by her own side. 

A failure to make progress 
in the talks almost certainly 
delays agreement at an  
EU level until a summit 
scheduled for December. 

This makes it increasingly 
difficult for the promised 
“meaningful final vote” by 
MPs on any deal to be held 
before Christmas.

The delays increase the 
chances of Britain leaving the 
EU without a formal deal—a 
prospect that enrages big 
business.

Ministers are in revolt 
against May. Jo Johnson, 
transport minister, resigned 
his post last week.

It showed that May’s Brexit 

proposals are now under fire 
not just from Tory pro-Leave 
zealots but also from those 
who backed Remain.

Johnson said, “We’re in 
the extraordinary position 
where even the staunchest 

advocates of Brexit, includ-
ing my brother Boris, publicly 
admit we’d be better off stay-
ing in the EU than with the 
prime minister’s deal.”

Indeed, Boris Johnson 
called for a cabinet “mutiny” 

against the deal. And there 
are constant rumours that 
several cabinet ministers have 
not resigned yet only because 
they want to use their votes 
to defeat May’s plans. 

These include Andrea 

Leadsom, Esther McVey 
and Penny  Mordaunt . 
Justine Greening, another  
Remain figure who resigned 
from the cabinet in January, 
supported Jo Johnson.

Meanwhile, Labour leader 

Jeremy Corbyn came under 
pressure from some Labour 
MPs for saying that “we can’t 
stop” Brexit. 

Corbyn added, “The refer-
endum took place. The issue 
now has to be how we bring 
people together.” 

He said it was necessary to 
“recognise the reasons why 
people voted leave”.

This incensed Labour 
r ight  wingers  such as 
Luciana Berger, Mike Gapes, 
Wes Streeting and Chuka 
Umunna, who want a second 
referendum.

And shadow Brexit sec-
retary Keir Starmer bluntly 
said, “Brexit can be stopped.”

He added that if May’s 
deal was defeated and there 
isn’t a general election then 
all options are on the table, 
including a “public vote”.

Starmer hopes to make 
such a vote into a second ref-
erendum to stop Brexit.

But the splits among the 
Tories should be the signal 
to increase the resistance to 
them on all fronts.

THERESA MAY with Ireland’s Taoiseach Leo Varadkar  

RESISTANCE

 Break from neoliberal policies and racism---the Brexit we should fight for
SOCIALIST Worker opposes 
the Tory vision of Brexit.

Their vision seeks to 
promote the interests of 
big business and bring 
in even more controls on 
migration. 

It is driven by the desire 
to keep the Tories in 
office—and Jeremy Corbyn 
out. 

Wages, jobs, the 
right to move between 
countries, the rights of EU 
nationals, the NHS and the 
environment don’t get a 
look in. 

But the answer isn’t a 
second referendum or for 
Britain to stay in the EU. 

The EU showed its true 
colours this week. Its 

officials demanded that, 
however Britain leaves 
the EU, it will have to 
follow state aid rules that 
restrict nationalisation and 
state intervention in the 
economy.

The EU is a mechanism 
to enforce racism and big 
business polices across a 
continent.

We see it in the Fortress 
Europe anti-migrant 
policies that lead to 
thousands of deaths. 

We saw it in the bleeding 
and bullying of Greece 
when it tried to break free 
from austerity.

We would like to see 
May’s deal defeated 
by MPs, most probably 

triggering her resignation, 
and then for massive 
pressure to force a general 
election.

This could see the Tories 
dumped.

Maintain
Labour should run in any 
such election on a Brexit 
that would maintain free 
movement for workers, 
welcome migrants and 
oppose privatisation and 
austerity.

It should dump the  
pro-business single market, 
and stress international 
workers’ unity.

That’s the agenda 
the trade unions should 
campaign for. The 

alternative to the Tories’ 
Brexit isn’t going back 
to the policies of David 
Cameron and George 
Osborne before the 2016 
referendum.

It’s to break from the 
stultifying neoliberal 
consensus.

Neither Labour nor the 
union leaders are doing 
that. So we need more 
struggle in the workplaces 
and the streets against 
austerity and racism.

That’s the way to shape 
the Brexit debate in the 
interests of the working 
class.

Such a major issue 
cannot be left to feuding 
pro-business groups.EU immigration rules leave refugees to die at sea
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