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CLIMATE CHANGE 

Rage at climate 
chaos boils over 
onto the streets  
WARNINGS ARE coming 
thick and fast about how the 
Earth is hurtling towards 
climate catastrophe.

The threat has led to a 
feeling of urgency and need 
for resistance.

It has seen new group 
Extinction Rebellion organise 
thousands-strong protests in 
response.
>>Pages 10&11 

JOB LOSSES 

Cammell Laird 
shipyard strike 
wins solidarity
WORKERS AT Cammell Laird 
shipyard in Birkenhead, 
Merseyside, launched 
a ten-week programme 
of industrial action on 
Monday against job cuts.

A rolling strike by Unite 
and GMB union members 
will see a different section of 
workers walk out each day 
for the next three weeks. 
>>Page 7

ANTI-RACISM 

Politicians across 
Brexit divide unite 
to bash migrants  
LEADING LEAVE and Remain 
supporters have found an 
issue that unites them—
drawing up new ways to 
control immigration.

They see the issue as 
so crucial that they are 
competing over who can be 
the toughest. 
>>Pages 14&15
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 Life expectancy falls  
 for poorest women
LIFE expectancy 
for women living in 
the poorest areas of 
England has fallen. 

New research showed 
that, overall, life 
expectancy rose for rich 
and poor between 2001 
and 2016, although more 
so for richer people. 

But between 2011 and 
2016 life expectancy fell 
for women in the poorest 
20 percent of  
England.

The very 
poorest lost 
nearly three 
months.

Researchers 
analysed 
official data 
on the  
7.65 million 

deaths in England 
between 2001 and 2016. 

In 2001, women 
from the poorest tenth 
of England had a life 
expectancy at birth that 
was 6.1 years lower than 
those in the richest tenth.

By 2016 that gap had 
widened to 7.9 years. 

Those in the most 
affluent areas could expect 
to live to 86.7 years, while 
the poorest would die at 

78.8 years 
of age.

The life 
expectancy 
gap for richer 
and poorer 
men has also 
widened 
to around 
9.8 years.

High self-harm rates 
among young women
MORE THAN a fifth 
of young women aged 
between 17 and 19 in 
Britain have self‑harmed 
or tried to kill themselves, 
as have one in ten boys.

The study, from NHS 
Digital, is the biggest 
into young people’s 
mental health in 
Britain for 13 years. 

It also found in 2017 
that one in eight of 11 to 
19 year olds 
had some 
form of mental 
disorder. So 
did 5.5 percent 
of children 
aged between 
two and four.

For five 
to 15 year 

olds, the percentage was 
11.2 percent—up from 
10.1 percent in 2004. 

A quarter of young 
women between 17 and 
19 had a mental disorder. 

Charities blamed 
pressure from social 
media, stress over 
doing well in education 
and worries about 
finding work. 

Others said sexual 
violence 
partly 
explained 
the rising 
mental 
health 
problems 
among 
young 
women.

Tories cash in 
on miners
MINISTERS will take  
£617 million from the 
miners’ pension fund this 
year bringing the total 
removed to more than 
£4.4 billion in 24 years.

The Tories have 
pocketed two payments of 
£51 million in the last two 
years alone.

When British Coal 
was privatised in 1994 
the government agreed 
to act as guarantor for 
its pension payouts. 
Surpluses are split 50/50 
between the Treasury and 
scheme members.

The Mineworkers’ 
Pension Scheme has 
about 200,000 members 
who, while working, 
contributed 5.25 percent 
of their pay.

Burst pipes 
fixed in Spring
AS freezing temperatures 
sweep Britain, some 
water firms may not be 
able to cope—leaving us 
without water.

The so‑called Beast 
from the East earlier this 
year saw thousands of 
homes left without water 
for days after pipes burst. 

Millions of others had 
to ration water.

Industry regulator 
Ofwat said last week that 
measures designed to 
stop a repeat of the chaos 
might not be completed 
until March or later.

Joy riding cops 
risking lives 
POLICE cars are 
deliberately running down 
moped‑riders during  high 
speed chases.

Cops gloated over 
their footage of pursuit 
teams hitting mopeds 
and sending suspects 
sprawling.

So far this year officers 
have knocked suspects off 
mopeds or scooters  
63 times. The Met said 
that none had been 
seriously hurt and no 
complaints had been made.

In December 2014 a 
teenage moped rider was 
pursued by two police 
cars. Four officers were 
cleared of misconduct 
after 18 year old  
Henry Hicks, a carpenter 
from north London, died in 
a crash during the chase.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Now they’re 
threatening our 
fish and chips’
The Daily Mail panics about 
Brexit

‘Bring on the 
water cannon!’
Odious columnist Richard 
Littlejohn urges attacks on 
Extinction Rebellion protests

‘A rather lurid 
imagination’
Lord Tebbit dismisses 
protesters’ claims that he 
drove at them on his way to 
parliament 

‘Seeking to 
remove the Prime 
Minister risks the 
most appalling 
chaos’ 
Foreign secretary Jeremy Hunt 
on the Tory crisis

‘Nowhere has a 
more illustrious 
history than 
Northern Ireland 
when it comes 
to the creation 
of recreational 
watercraft. The 
Titanic springs to 
mind’
Boris Johnson charms the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
by mentioning the success 
story of the Harland and Wolff 
shipyard

Get in
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020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
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E16 9EJ@

lTHE TRUSSELL Trust said 
its network of food banks 

provided almost 160,000   three‑day 
emergency food supplies in 
December last year, a  
49 percent increase for the monthly 
average for 2017/18.  
    The figure was 10 percent up 
on December 2016. The charity 
is expecting more this year.

 MPs hide how £3 billion gets  
 spent on spooks in Britain 
MATTHEW HEDGES said in 
the UAE last week he was 
a spy, and this week said 
he wasn’t. 

He worked for a number 
of businesses, including an 
Emirati-owned consultancy, 
the Institute for Near East 
and Gulf Military Analysis 
(Inegma). 

T h e  c o m p a n y  c o n -
ducts research and holds 
conferences attended by 
 representatives of arms com-
panies as well as generals 
and defence officials from 
Western and Middle Eastern 
countries.

It is a conduit for Emirati 
officials to engage with 
Western counterparts. 

And as Professor of Art 
History and posh Russian spy 
Anthony Blunt never said, 
“Academics are never spies.” 

Talking of spies, the secre-
tive Intelligence and Security 

Committee of Parliament issed 
a couple of reports last week.

The committee is made 
up of MPs and apparently 
 oversees the work of the 
security services. 

Its annual report reveals 
that it held some meetings. 
It also disclosed that the 
annual budget for the spooks 
is £2,923,515,000

It then proceeded to redact 
all information on how the 
money is actually spent. 

The name of one of the 
organisations that spent the 
cash is also redacted.

The committee also pub-
lished a report on the 2017 
terrorist attacks in Britain. 

It’s a  predictable call for 
more resources to be given to 
the spooks. 

It manages not to notice 
Britain’s role  with  the 
Libyan Islamic Fighting 
Group (LIFG), an Islamist 
militant group. In 1996, with 

the backing of MI6, it tried to 
assassinate Colonel Gaddafi. 
It failed and was brutally 
repressed.

After years of  considering 
Libya a pariah state, the 
West lifted sanctions against 
it in 2004. Having backed 
it before, the British gov-
ernment decided to list the 
LIFG as a proscribed terrorist 
organisation in 2005.

Libyan exiles with links to 
the LIFG were placed on con-
trol orders. 

British security services 
cracked down on Libyan dis-
sidents as part of the deal. 

But as Gaddafi fell they 
changed sides again. The 
LIFG were encouraged again.

In the annual report the 
committee says it does not 
know how many interoga-
tions were carried out by the 
British in Afghanistan, Iraq 
and various prisons.

lWANTING TO create 
a “country home” 

interior in your house?
Head over to Anthropologie’s 

website, which is selling a bundle 
of 18 twigs for £40. A snap at just 
over £2 per twig.  
     The “Decorative Birch 
Bundle” apparently brings a 
“rustic quality to your home”.



IN BRIEF
Cops could have 
lied about demo
TWO WEST Midlands Police 
officers have been charged 
with misconduct in public 
office.

The charges allege that  
PC Brent Swarbrick made a 
false witness statement and 
that PC Richard Bolton made 
a false pocket book entry. 

These actions are alleged 
to have happened following 
the arrest of a man for 
a public order offence, 
according to the IOPC 
watchdog.

The allegations arose from 
an anti-fascism rally against 
Pegida near Birmingham 
International railway station 
on 6 February 2016.

Both constables were due 
in court on Tuesday. 

US car firms put 
profits over jobs
GENERAL MOTORS bosses 
announced this week that the 
firm will close five plants in 
the US and Canada in 2019.

They also plan to close 
a further two unspecified 
plants in the rest of the 
world. 

The destruction of 14,700 
jobs is part of a plan to cut 
£5 billion in costs by 2020. 

UC will mean a 
hard Christmas
MORE THAN 100,000 
children live in families at 
risk of debt and hardship 
over Christmas because they 
are waiting for a Universal 
Credit (UC) payment.

Claimants who signed up 
to or were moved onto UC 
after 20 November will not 
receive any benefit until after 
the festive period. 

This is because of the 
built-in wait of at least 35 
days for a first monthly 
payment, the Peabody Trust 
housing association said.

This includes 67,000 
families collectively looking 
after an estimated 116,000 
children.

Mental illness 
cuts hit hard
MORE THAN half of all 
mental health patients who 
need help in a place of 
safety are taken there in a 
police car rather than an 
ambulance, according to a 
report published on Tuesday.

Victoria McNally, 
caseworker at the charity 
Inquest said, “A high 
proportion of deaths in police 
custody involve people with 
mental ill health”. 

 Care workers can strike a  
 blow against council cuts
by SARAH BATES

CARE WORKERS in Birmingham 
are keeping up their fight against 
brutal council cuts. 

The low-paid workers walked 
out for a further five days from last 
Sunday against redundancies and 
attempts to force them onto part-
time hours. 

The 280 Unison union members 
recently voted to continue their action. 

By the end of this round of action 
they will have struck for 46 days, and 
further walkouts are planned. 

The predominantly women  
workers could lose up to £11,000 a 
year in the latest attack from Labour-
run Birmingham City Council (BCC). 

Even the least-affected workers 
will lose £5,000 a year.

Another group of workers in the 
city is also under attack. The Unite 
union will ballot bin workers after it 
alleged the council made “secret pay-
ments” to people who had not taken 
part in strikes last year. 

If they vote yes, workers could be 
out during the Christmas period.

Major 
Home care strikers were planning 
to leaflet three major council offices 
this week—Woodcock Street, Lifford 
House and Sutton New Road.

They’ve also been campaigning in 
leading councillors’ wards and talk-
ing to residents about the dispute.

This is not the first attack that 
home carers have suffered. 

BCC tried to rush through a dra-
matic change in split shift patterns in 
2017. This would have seen workers 
effectively work 16 hours but only be 
paid for 11.

Although the new rotas haven’t 
been implemented yet, the local 
authority slashed the workforce by 
48 percent in the last year.

The latest cuts come after BCC 
spent £12 million on paying a private 

consultancy to “redesign” its adult 
social care services. The review rec-
ommended a £2 million saving from 
the home enablement service. 

The home enablement service is a 
free, council-run service that’s avail-
able to everyone in Birmingham after 

they’re discharged from hospital. But 
workers fear the attacks will open the 
door for privatisation. As fewer service 
users would be able to access the free 
care, they would be forced to turn to 
private sector care packages.

The care workers are far from 
unique in the cash-strapped local 
authority. 

Just this week, a new raft of cuts 
was announced—including the 
slashing of all 189 lollipop men and 
women from Birmingham’s streets. 

Labour council leader Ian Ward 
said it has to make the cuts because 
the Tories have slashed its budget by 
some “£650 million since 2010”. 

“Sadly we anticipate having to 
make further cuts of £123 million by 
2021/22,” he said. 

The pressures on BCC reflect a 

wider crisis in local government. 
Councils across the country are 
expected to have a collective short-
fall of £5 billion by 2020. 

But it’s not enough for BCC to 
blame Westminster—they are plung-
ing hundreds of women into poverty. 

The council must stop spending 
money on expensive “redesigns”, 
reverse the care worker cuts and 
properly fund a service that allows 
people to live a dignified life. 

Send messages of support to  
info@birminghamunison.co.uk 
lDonate to the strike fund online at  
bit.ly/BrumStrikeFund  
lMake cheques payable to Birmingham 
Unison and make clear it’s for the hard-
ship fund. Contact Birmingham Unison 
to arrange a home carer to speak at 
your union meeting 

BIRMINGHAM CARE workers need as much support as possible 

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5620 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

Socialist Worker is the paper 
that covers working class 
struggle.

We have no rich backers or 
advertising in our pages. We 
rely on sales and donations 
from ordinary people.

By donating to the Socialist 

Worker Appeal you can help 
us to continue reporting the 
stories that matter. 

Whether its Israeli apartheid 
or the Tories’ Brexit crisis, we 
don’t shrink from taking on  
the difficult arguments. 

Donate to our appeal today.

SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. We are asking 
everyone who enjoys Socialist Worker 
to donate as much as they can and 
help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£96,991
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Unite and 
stop the  
racists and 
fascists on 
9 December
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

ANTI-RACISTS ARE mobilising 
against a planned march called 
by Nazi Tommy Robinson on 
Sunday 9 December.

Stand Up To Racism and Unite 
Against Fascism have called a 
 counter‑mobilisation in London. It 
is backed by the Muslim Council of 
Britain and Democracy for Brazil 
UK. 

His announcement comes after 
a tens of thousands‑strong national 
demonstration against racism and 
fascism in London earlier this month. 

It brought together people from 
across the left and labour and trade 
union movements.

That same sense of unity and 
breadth of mobilisation needs to be 
on the streets to oppose Robinson’s 
racist thugs.

Riccardo La Torre, FBU union 
Eastern regional secretary, was part 
of a firefighters’ delegation to the 
demonstration. 

He told Socialist Worker that 
“working class people have been at 
the forefront” of resisting the fascists. 

“Tommy Robinson is a distraction 
from the real issues working class 
people should be fighting,” he said. 
“It’s important that we oppose him.”

Voice
He added, “Trade unions hold a 
unique position. We have to use our 
voice and use it responsibly espe‑
cially when Tommy Robinson and 
the Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance are claiming to speak for 
working class people.”

Robinson has called the 
march under the banner of 
“The Great Brexit Betrayal” 
in order to capitalise on the 
Tory chaos over Brexit. 

This has triggered a 
row on the left about 
how best to oppose it.  

The Another Europe 
Is Possible campaign has 
called a separate mobilisation 
under the dangerous slogan 
of “No to Tommy Robinson—
no to Brexit”. The organisers 
link opposition to Robinson 

to demands for a “People’s Vote” to 
stop Brexit.

Racism against migrants pushed 
by both Tory Brexiteers and Labour 
 “centrists” who want to block Brexit 
has added to the racist atmosphere. 

That’s why it’s important that the 
anti‑fascist mobilisation cannot be 
restricted to those who voted Remain. 

The left must not write off the  
17 million people who voted to 
leave the racist, neoliberal European 
Union as backward bigots.

To do so would be pushing them 
towards Ukip and Robinson. We 
need a united demonstration of all 
those opposed to fascism and racism 
whatever their views on Brexit.

Whether people voted Leave or 
Remain, they have to be welcome on 
the demonstration against Robinson.

The resurgence of the far right 
in Britain is part of a global 
trend. State‑sponsored racism 
against Muslims, migrants and 
refugees has fuelled fascist and 

racist forces at the ballot 
box and on the streets.

The unions and the 
Labour Party mem‑
bers who marched 
just weeks ago 
need to be on the 

streets again on 
Sunday 9 December.

Go to the Facebook event 
page Oppose Tommy 

Robinson in London—
unite against racism & 
fascism

BACK STORY
Nazi Tommy Robinson has called 
a demonstration in London for 
Sunday 9 December
lIt comes after Gerard Batten, 
leader of the racist Ukip party, 
appointed him as an adviser
lSome 15,000 people marched 
in support of Robinson in central 
London in June
lAnti-fascists have shown they 
can mobilise against them
lTens of thousands joined a 
Stand Up To Racism unity march 
in London earlier this month

STANDING UP to Nazis and racists in central London earlier this year Picture: Guy Smallman

Ukip leader firms up Nazi links by 
giving a job to Tommy Robinson
NAZI TOMMY Robinson has 
been appointed as a “special 
adviser” to the leader of the 
racist Ukip party.

His appointment as Gerard 
Batten’s right hand man is 
another sign of the growing 
links between fascists and racist 
populists.

Batten has steered Ukip 
further to the far right. 

He has repeatedly made calls 
at fascist-organised rallies for 
the crowds to join Ukip and he 
has welcomed leading alt right 
figures into the party. 

He is also one of the forces 
backing Robinson’s planned 
march on Sunday 9 December. 

Ukip has a ban on former 
members of the fascist British 
National Party and English 
Defence League joining. 
Robinson was a member of 
both.

Appointing Robinson as his 
adviser has allowed Batten to 
get around Ukip’s traditional 
conservative wing that wants to 
focus on Brexit. 

They voted to defer Batten’s 

motion to the party’s executive 
committee calling for an 
all-member ballot on letting 
Robinson join the party.

Instead, Robinson will be an 
adviser on “grooming gangs” 
and “prison reform”. 

This first is far right code 
for pushing the racist smear 
that Muslim or Asian culture is 
responsible for sexual abuse.

Robinson was arrested and sent 
down for 13 months after filming 
outside a sexual abuse trial at 
Leeds Crown Court in May. 

He was released on bail after a 
judge ruled that there should be 
a retrial. 

The case was last month 
referred to Attorney General 
Geoffrey Cox, a Tory minister who 
gives the government legal advice.

Gerard Batten (left) and  Nazi Tommy Robinson 

Solidarity with family of 
Sheku Bayoh in Glasgow
THE FAMILY of 
Sheku Bayoh led 
a 2,000‑strong 
St Andrew’s Day march 
against racism in 
Glasgow last Saturday.

Sheku died after 
police restrained him 
in May 2015.

A Crown Office 
investigation ruled last 
month that there would 
be no charges against 
the police officers.

Suki Sangha, chair 
of the STUC union 
federation’s black 
workers’ committee, 
walked alongside 
Sheku’s family. 
Her grandfather, 
Sikh waiter Surjit 

Singh Chhokar, was 
murdered in 1998.

Sangha slammed 
the Crown Office 
decision. “The news 
recently that the nine 
police officers involved 
in the death of Sheku 
Bayoh will not be 
prosecuted should not 
shock us,” she said. 

“It should cause 
fury. How many times 
must we see black 
communities plead for 
justice?”

She added, 
“The undertaking 
of anti‑racist and 
anti‑fascist work has 
never felt as important 
and urgent as it does 

in 2018. The far right 
are becoming more 
visible in public life 
across Britain, Europe 
and beyond.

“Years of 
constitutional, 
economic and political 
crisis have replaced 
hope with fear after 
fear. 

“We know that 
racism is a by‑product 
of capitalism, we know 
who our real enemy is.”

Sheku’s family was 
also joined by Scottish 
Labour leader Richard 
Leonard, Labour MSP 
Anas Sarwar and 
leading civil rights 
lawyer Aamer Anwar.

Some 2,000 people marched against racism on St Andrew’s Day  

Slum housing for refugees
ASYLUM seekers 
in Britain are being 
forced to live in 
squalid housing. 

Just a quarter of 
their housing meets 
required standards, 
according to the chief 
inspector of borders 
and immigration.

Accommodation 
is currently provided 
by private firms 

G4S, Serco and 
Clearsprings.

Social housing 
providers such as 
local authorities have 
refused to house 
asylum seekers.

Instead they are 
forced into run down 
houses with leaks, 
damp and rodents.

When approached, 
councils and housing 

associations turned 
down Home Office 
requests to take over 
asylum housing, a 
source told the Inside 
Housing magazine.

The government 
wants to cut costs. 

The housing of 
vulnerable people 
should not be left to 
private firms out for 
profit.

Socialist Worker  24 November 2018

Robinson supporter

Far right is outdone in Boro
ANTI-fascists 
outnumbered a 
far right protest in 
Middlesbrough in the 
north east of England 
last Saturday.

A group linked to 
the far right, called 
Justice for Women 
and Girls, mustered 
around 40 people in 
the town. It tries to 
whip up Islamophobia 
by pushing the lie 
that Muslim or Asian 
“culture” is to blame 
for sexual abuse. The 

protest attracted thugs 
from the fascist English 
Defence League and 
Michael Hopper from 
Ukip. 

Around 60 
people joined the 
counter-mobilisation 
called by local Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR) 
groups and others. 

Meanwhile 
anti-fascists in 
Liverpool are preparing 
to take on a Nazi 
protest on Sunday 
9 December, the 

same day as Tommy 
Robinson’s march. 

And at Bristol 
University supporters 
of SUTR were set 
to protest this 
Wednesday after a 
racist stunt by Nazi 
group Generation 
Identity.

They put red dye 
into a water fountain 
outside Victoria Hall 
with a sign next to 
it referencing Enoch 
Powell’s racist Rivers 
of Blood speech.
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DISASTER IN YEMEN SHOWS 
BRUTALITY OF IMPERIALISM 

 D
ESPITE massacres, 
disease, impending 
famine and tens of 
thousands of deaths, the 
US “can’t support” even 

a limited ceasefire in the war on 
Yemen.

According to reports on 
Tuesday, the US had “slammed the 
brakes” on attempts to negotiate 
a ceasefire through the United 
Nations (UN) this week.

It’s a damning example of how 
the interests of the US, Britain 
and their ally Saudi Arabia are 
wrecking the lives of millions of 
people.

Some 14 million people are on 
the verge of famine. That’s largely 
down to a Saudi-led, Western-
backed blockade on Hodeidah, 
a vital port city held by Yemeni 
rebels known as Houthis.

The blockade has drastically 
reduced commercial food imports 
by 55,000 metric tons a month—
enough to feed more than four 
million people.

Some 85,000 children in Yemen 
under the age of five are thought 
to have died of hunger or disease 
in the last three years, according 
to charity Save the Children.

Its estimate comes as the 
Western-backed coalition wages 

an intense assault on Hodeidah—a 
city of hundreds of thousands of 
people.

The charity says its figure is a 
“conservative estimate” based on 
data collected by the UN. The real 
figure could be much higher.

Aid workers say many deaths 
go unreported because only half 
of the country's health facilities 
are functioning. Many people are 
too poor to access the ones that 
remain open.

The UN says more than  
1.3 million children have been 
affected by severe malnutrition 
since the conflict began.

The horror could be stopped 
if Saudi Arabia’s biggest backer—
the US—wanted it to. But US 

president Donald Trump promised 
last week to remain “a steadfast 
partner” of Saudi Arabia. And that 
means backing its war on Yemen.

The Saudi regime broadly acts 
to protect the interests of the US 
in the Middle East.

It attacked Yemen in 2015 to 
restore a regime friendly to the 
West’s interests after it had been 
overthrown by a Houthi uprising.

Saudi Arabia is also Britain’s 
largest buyer of weaponry—it has 
bought almost £5 billion worth of 
arms since the war began.

The sales aren’t just about cash. 
They shore up Saudi Arabia’s close 
relationship with Britain.

So even though Tory foreign 
secretary Jeremy Hunt has called 
on Saudi Arabia to “stop famine” 
he won’t stop the arms sales.

For the US and Britain, keeping 
their dominance in the Middle 
East is more important than 
the lives of millions of ordinary 
people.

And that means defending Saudi 
Arabia as it creates the greatest 
humanitarian crisis in the world.

Stop the War Coalition public  
meetings—Stop Bombing Yemen, 
Stop Arming Saudi. 
Go to bit.ly/STWYemen to find a 
meeting near you

NO CARE FROM FAT CATS
 THOUSANDS OF elderly 

and vulnerable adults face an 
uncertain Christmas as their 

care provider rushes to sell off its 
council contracts.

Allied Healthcare has contracts 
with 130 councils and provides 
care for 13,000 mainly elderly 
adults in homes. 

But it announced last week it 
was selling off its local authority 
services, and that councils would 
have to find alternative care.

It said it couldn’t secure enough 
finance after 21 December. Bosses 

blamed regulator Care Quality 
Commission (CQC), which issued 
a warning earlier in November 
about the future of Allied. 

It said CQC’s warning had 
“negatively impacted” the business. 

But those who stand to be 
negatively impacted the most are 
those who rely on care services 
and Allied workers.

The outsourcing firm also 
provides out-of-hours services for 
the NHS, including 111 telephone 
services, GP-led medical centres 
and end of life care. 

Its problems are just the 
latest example of the scandal of 
privatisation. 

When essential services are run 
for profit, ordinary people suffer.

Allied’s care services shouldn’t 
now be passed on to another 
private provider.

They should be brought into 
public hands, properly funded and 
run by local authorities. 

We need to fight to put the 
needs of workers and people who 
use the service first, not the needs 
of a few rich bosses.

The interests of 
the US, Britain 
and Saudi Arabia 
are wrecking the 
lives of millions

‘‘ 
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Oil is incentive for 
US and Saudi pact
THE PRICE of oil fell to less than £47 a barrel on Friday 
last week, its lowest level in more than a year. A couple 
of months ago it had reached a four-year high of £67 a 
barrel. Of course, markets are supposed to go up and 
down. 

But oil is what the political scientist Simon Bromley 
calls a “strategic commodity”, a source of political power. 
The recent see-sawing of the oil price has a lot more to do 
with politics—particularly geopolitical competition among 
states—than economics.

More specifically, it has to do with Donald Trump’s Middle 
East policy. He wants to isolate and weaken the Iranian 
regime. So he denounced the international agreement that 
his predecessor Barack Obama reached with Tehran over its 
nuclear programme. He also reimposed economic sanctions 
on Iran.

It was the return of sanctions that triggered the rise in 
the oil price, due to fears that these would lead to a fall in 
Iranian oil exports. But Trump is very anxious to achieve 
lower oil prices, to please gas-guzzling conservative voters.

So the US has allowed eight states to continue to import 
limited amounts of Iranian oil. Even so, Iranian oil exports 
fell from 2.8 million barrels a day in April to less than  
1.8 million in October. Another oil producer would have to 
pick up the slack and increase its output.

Traditionally this role has been played by Saudi Arabia. 
Since taking office Trump and his son-in-law and Middle 
East supremo Jared Kushner have drawn very close to the 
ambitious Saudi crown prince Mohammed bin Salman 
(known as MBS). They see him as a key ally against Iran and 
fantasise that he can help them to bring peace to Israel and 
Palestine.

But now MBS is in big trouble. The brutal assassination 
of the moderately critical journalist Jamal Khashoggi in the 
Saudi consulate in Istanbul in Turkey has put under the 
spotlight the reckless policies MBS has pursued since taking 
control of the Kingdom in 2015.

These include a devastating war in Yemen, an 
anti-corruption drive that served to shake down the Saudi 
rich and remove his political rivals and the kidnapping of the 
Lebanese prime minister. 

Judgement
MBS’s opponents in the ruling family had started to circle 
round him. But then Trump came to the rescue. Just after 
the CIA had reached the judgement with “high confidence” 
that MBS had ordered Khashoggi’s murder, Trump issued a 
rambling statement. “It could very well be that the Crown 
Prince had knowledge of this tragic event—maybe he did 
and maybe he didn’t,” it said 

He quoted MBS’s description of Khashoggi as “an enemy 
of the state”, argued that Saudi Arabia was a “great ally” 
against Iran, and claimed that “the Kingdom agreed to spend 
and invest £350 billion in the United States.” This figure is 
highly disputed, but probably more significant is Trump’s 
praise for the Saudis for having “been very responsive to my 
requests to keeping oil prices at reasonable levels”. 

And indeed the Saudis, desperate for US support, have 
pushed oil output up nearly 11 billion barrels a day, even 
though they need an oil price of at least £62 a barrel for 
their budget to balance. The Financial Times commented 
that Trump “should hold the whip hand over Riyadh at this 
stage”.

Roula Khalaf, the paper’s deputy editor, has expressed 
her anger at “Donald Trump’s Saudi Arabia First policy”. But 
she reflected, “Ever since Ibn Saud, the founder of modern 
Saudi Arabia, met Franklin D Roosevelt on board the USS 
Quincy in 1945, the relationship has been based on narrowly 
defined interests—Saudi Arabia ensures the steady flow 
of oil and recycles its petrodollars, and the US secures the 
kingdom’s survival. Human rights never featured in the 
equation.”

Human rights aren’t the only casualty. The US-Saudi 
alliance keeps greenhouse gases pumping into the 
atmosphere. As the oil price hit a new low, the White House 
dismissed a report by its own government experts warning 
that climate change will cost the US hundreds of billions of 
dollars and cause thousands of deaths a year unless there is a 
global shift to a carbon-free economy.

Real-term pay strikes hit six 
further education colleges
Strikes could be start 
of further action, says 
Sadie Robinson

WORKERS AT six colleges 
were set to start a two-
day strike on Wednesday 
of this week. It’s the first 
wave of action by the UCU 
union in a campaign to win 
real-terms pay rises.

Mandy Brown is joint 
branch secretary of the UCU 
at Lambeth College in south 
London, one of the six that 
will be on strike. “The money 
is there to give workers a 
pay rise,” she told Socialist 
Worker .  “Other  union 
branches have received pay 
awards.

“And we won 1  percent 
after a previous strike. 
Management told us the 
strike was the only reason 
we got it.”

The action comes after 
workers at three London col-
leges last week won what 
the UCU called a “historic” 
above-inflation pay deal.

Deal
The deal at Capital City 
College Group will give work-
ers earning less than £55,000 
a year a 5 percent rise. 

Senior management earn-
ing between £55,000 and 
£76,000 will get 3 percent, 
and those paid more than 
£76,000 will get nothing.

The group includes City 
and Islington College, The 
College of Haringey, Enfield 
and North East London 
and Westminster Kingsway 
College.

Vice-chair of the UCU’s 
further education commit-
tee Sean Vernell said, “It 
was our eight days of strikes 
that forced the employers to 
take our demands seriously.” 

The deal shows that it’s pos-
sible to win real pay rises in 
further education. Shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell 
sent a message of congratu-
lations to workers on their 
“brilliant victory”.

“I hope this signals a 
change in direction that the 
whole sector can follow,” he 
added.

Bigger pay strikes could 
follow in the new year as 

the UCU were to begin 
 reballoting members at  
26 colleges this week. 

Union members at the 26 
voted for strikes in recent bal-
lots, but didn’t meet the 50 
percent turnout threshold.

The union wants a 5 per-
cent rise or a fixed increase of 
£1,500 for staff earning less 
than £30,000 a year. But it 
isn’t only pay driving work-
ers’ anger—individual col-
leges also have local disputes. 

At Lambeth, workers are 
also in dispute because staff 
on newer contracts receive 
ten days’ less holiday a year 
than other workers.

“Management said the 
idea behind the fewer holi-
days is that workers say they 
don’t have enough time to do 
all the work,” said Mandy. 

“So basically people are being 
overworked and then having 
holidays taken away.”

But pay is a growing issue 
in colleges—overall some 
85 percent of UCU members 
who voted in colleges backed 
strikes over pay. Mandy said 
workers must organise to 
keep the pressure on. 

“No one can argue that 
further education is properly 
funded,” she said. 

“We need to demand 
more funding from the gov-
ernment. But we also need 
to make sure that principals 
release the money for pay 
rises.”

The colleges set to strike are 
Bath, Bradford, New College 
Swindon, Petroc in Barnstaple, 
Croydon and Lambeth. The 26 
reballots end on 19 December

CITY AND Islington (above) striking during the pay 
dispute in February. Mandy Brown speaks out (left)

FIGURE IT OUT
 35  days. The 

minimum 
length of time 
claimants wait 
until their first 
payment

 8  years spent in 
development, 
yet Universal 
Credit still 
results in chaos 
and a punishing 
sanctions for 
mistakes

 2  billion dollars 
pounds spent 
by the Tories to 
create the hated 
scheme

Action day to stop Universal Credit
ACTIVISTS WERE set to 
take part in a day of action 
against Universal Credit 
(UC) this Saturday, called 
by the Unite union.

Events were planned 
in towns and cities 
across Britain including 
Brighton, Southampton, 
Kent, Liverpool, Sheffield, 
Norwich and London.

Paula Peters is a 
Disabled People Against 
Cuts and Unite Community 
activist. She said the 
rollout of UC will lead to 
“a horrendous jump in the 
numbers in poverty”.

“Amber Rudd, the new 
Department for Work and 

Pensions secretary, said 
UC is a force for good,” 
she said. “It isn’t. It is 
conscious cruelty designed 
to punish the poor.”

Paula said actions such 
as those this Saturday 
can “give people hope 
that there is a fight being 
mounted”.

“The message to 
everybody on 1 December 
is—we have to put aside 
our political differences 
and unite. We need to fight 
to get UC stopped and 
scrapped—and to get the 
Tories out.”
Go to unitetheunion.org for 
more detailsFighting to end the scheme
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  Cammell Laird workers’ 
walkout wins solidarity
by JOHN CARR

WORKERS AT Cammell Laird 
shipyard in Birkenhead launched 
a ten-week programme of rolling 
strikes on Monday.

The Unite and GMB union 
members are angry over bosses’ 
 proposals to axe 290 jobs by March. 

That amounts to 40 percent of 
the workforce at the Merseyside 
shipyard. One striker told Socialist 
Worker, “The bosses are taking a 
hardline attitude.

“But  by  s t r i k ing  be fo re 
Christmas we are showing this 
arrogant  management that we are 
 determined and united in our fight.”

The rolling strike will see a dif-
ferent section of workers at the 
 shipyard walk out each day for the 
next three weeks. And the whole 
workforce will observe an overtime 
ban until February.  

Workers have already shown that 
they are up for the fight to save their 
jobs. Nearly 79 percent of Unite 
members who voted backed strikes 
in a recent ballot. 

And 84 percent backed industrial 
action short of a strike on a turnout 
of 75 percent.

Unite and GMB members walked 
out of the shipyard at the end of 
their shift on Friday of last week. 

Hundreds of workers at Vauxhall’s 
Ellesmere Port plant on Merseyside 
also walked out  unofficially on 
Friday after they were told of plans 
to axe 241 jobs.

One worker told the Liverpool 
Echo newspaper that staff “upped 
sticks and went” when their shop 
stewards told them the news.

Banners
At Cammell Laird, solidarity poured 
onto the picket line from socialists 
and the trade union  movement 
from the first day of the strike.

Supporters brought banners 
from Wirral trades union coun-
cil and five Constituency Labour 
Parties.

There was a strong turnout of 
Labour Party figures, including 
the city’s mayor Joe Anderson and 
local councillors.

And a petition in support 
of Cammell Laird workers has 
attracted nearly 5,000 signatures 
with widespread support from 
 politicians and ordinary people.

Unite regional officer Ross 
Quinn said the firm “should be in 
no doubt of the determination of 
the  workforce to defend their jobs”. 

“Bosses have signalled their 
intent to press ahead with plans 
that will see vital shipbuilding 
skills lost for a generation,” he said. 

Unions fear that the company 
wants to casualise the workforce. 
This would see worse pay, conditions  
and job security as bosses replace 
full-time jobs with agency labour.

The shipyard recently won two 
contracts worth £619 million to 
support and maintain ships for the 
Royal Navy. 

Yet bosses want to press ahead 
with cuts as part of a broader plan 
to undermine workers’ rights.  

Workers at the site have vital 
skills that could be put to socially 
useful purposes. 

They built the climate  science 
ship that was almost called 
“BoatyMcBoat Face” after an online 
campaign. 

Every trade unionist should get 
behind the Cammell Laird workers’ 
fight to defend their jobs for now 
and future generations.
Support the fight by sending solidarity 
donations to the fighting fund at  
www.gofundme.com/ 
casualistion-fighting-fund

On other pages...
Teachers march against school 
funding cuts >>Page 16

GMB backs off from strike
DELIVERY FIRM DPD has used 
legal threats to push the GMB 
union away from a strike. 

Drivers are having their 
rates cut and the firm has 
said it will also review 
rates every six months. 

Around 50 workers 
had been set to strike on 
Saturday of last week.

The action was also to 
remember DPD driver Don 
Lane who died after missing 
health appointments out of 
fear of being fined by DPD.

The firm’s lawyers argued 
that the union was trying to 
undermine owner-franchisee 
agreements “with the intent 
to cause significant financial 
loss to the company”. This 

is because drivers are not 
classed as employees, 
but as contractors.

The union had previously 
hinted that the strike, set to 
be carried out by workers 
at the firm’s Cambuslang 
depot in Glasgow, could be 
replicated at other sites. 

Lawyers for DPD wrote 
to GMB officials, “You are 
well aware that December 
is the busiest month of 
the year for our client.” 

The union caved in and 
told members they would 
be in breach of their service 
agreements if they walked out. 

It said workers could be 
held financially responsible 
for DPD’s loss in earnings. 

Student day 
of action for 
Palestine
STUDENTS AT universities 
across Britain were set to launch 
a day of action for Palestine on 
Thursday this week. 

Activists have also lobbied 
local councils demanding the 
freedom to criticise Israel.

The Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign (PSC) has called 
on students to protest over 
universities’ links to Israeli 
oppression of Palestinians. 

Many universities invest in 
companies that sell arms to 
Israel, profit from its occupation 
of Palestine, or assist in 
building Israeli settlements on 
Palestinian land.

Student activists want their 
universities to break those links 
as part of the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions campaign.

Students have also protested 
during visits to university 
campuses by Israeli ambassador 
Mark Regev in recent weeks. 

Activists demonstrated at 
City university in London on 
Wednesday of last week.

Meanwhile PSC campaigners 
are lobbying councils not 

to adopt a definition of 
antisemitism that restricts 
criticism of Israel. 

Many councils are preparing 
to adopt—or have already 
adopted—the International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance’s (IHRA) definition. 

This says it may be 
antisemitic to call the state of 
Israel “a racist endeavour”.

PSC activists petitioned 
Tower Hamlets council in 
east London last week after it 
adopted the IHRA definition. 

The IHRA definition could see 
council employees victimised 
or disciplined for calling Israel 
racist, or for describing the 
expulsion of Palestinians as 
ethnic cleansing.

Paul Jonson, an employee of 
Dudley council, was reportedly 
suspended for saying “Israel is a 
racist endeavour” on Facebook.
Sign the statement in support of 
Paul Jonson at  
bit.ly/ReinstatePaulJ

Bus stop art at City university

CAMMELL LAIRD strikers in 
Merseyside have won support 
from other trade unionists and 
Labour Party members  
 Pictures: AlAn Gibbons/twitter
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YELLOW VEST protesters in Paris. The movement spells trouble for president Emmanuel Macron  

TUNISIA 

Public sector strike for 
higher pay rocks regime 
SOME 650,000 public sector 
workers struck in Tunisia on 
Thursday of last week as part 
of their campaign for higher 
wages. 

The North African country’s 
UGTT union has called for 
another national strike on 
17 January. 

The strikes came as the 
government is under increasing 
pressure from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to make 
more cuts to public spending. 

A 2016 IMF loan of over 
£12 billion came with strings 
attached.

UGTT leader Noureddine 
Taboubi said negotiations 
had failed so far because “the 
sovereign decision is in the 
hands of the IMF”.

Government cuts have hit 
working class Tunisians’ living 
standards. “I can’t pay for my 
son’s food and studies out of 
a £240 salary,” teacher Nafisa 
told the Al Jazeera news 

website. And the government 
plans more cuts. 

The public sector wage bill 
stands at 15.5 percent of all the 
goods and services produced by 
the country. 

The government wants to cut 
this to 12.5 percent. It would 
mean poverty for hundreds 
of thousands. Often whole 
families rely on one public 
sector wage. 

 French cops crack down  
 on ‘Yellow Vest’ protests 
by CHARLIE KIMBER 

T H O U SA N D S  O F  Fr e n c h 
“Yellow Vest” protesters were 
met by police assaults, riot cop 
attacks and tear gas in Paris last 
Saturday.

The authorities had banned dem-
onstrators from gathering in certain 
parts of the capital. But they defied 
the orders.

They were met with state 
violence designed to crush a  
movement that threatens to engulf 
president Emmanuel Macron.

The protesters are focusing a 
feeling of utter disillusion with the 
present set-up. 

As one person on a blockade in 
Cadenet in south east France put it, 
“We can’t take it any longer. 

“We are stifled, we the little 
people, the toothless, the ones who 
are called lazy but who work so 
hard.”

The movement, named after the 
hi-vis jackets people are required 
to keep in their cars, exploded into 
view a week earlier. 

Nearly 300,000 people  blockaded 
motorways, roundabouts and toll 
booths last week. There were mass 
arrests and two protesters were 
killed.

The original demands were 
against a rise in the price of diesel 
and petrol. 

Public transport is poor in most 
of France, and huge numbers of 
drive to work, particularly in rural 
areas. 

The rise was particularly 
resented because it came after the 
top 1 percent saw tax cuts that will 
see their incomes rise by 6 percent 
next year.

A popular slogan was, “We’re 
paying at the pumps to fund the 
rich.”

Early support for the Yellow 
Vests came from the mainstream 
right and the fascists of Marine 
Le Pen’s Rassemblement National 
(National Rally—the renamed 
National Front).

Racist 
But as the protests happened they 
took on a wider opposition to 
Macron’s attacks on working class 
people. 

There have been examples of 
sexist and racist behaviour at some 
blockades. But there was clear 
opposition to them from most 
protesters.

The Yellow Vests coordinators 
said, “It is important that every 
person who wishes to participate in 
this movement be able to do so, no 
matter their skin colour, country of 
origin, sexual orientation, gender 
or religion.

“The Yellow Vests are not the 
sheep of nationalists, fascists and 
other extremist movements.

“ N o r  i s  o u r  m o v e m e n t 
 represented by any party or union.” 

There are signs of  organised 
w o r k e r s ’  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e 
movement.

According to the La Voix Du Nord 
website, some striking Amazon 
workers at Lauwin-Planque in the 
north of France joined with Yellow 
Vest protesters last Friday.

Traffic 
During a strike at the Total oil refin-
ery in La Mede, Yellow Vests and 
150 strikers jointly controlled the 
flow of traffic, sometimes apart, 
sometimes together.

Macron is in deep trouble, and 
signalling he is going to make 
concessions. 

The main union federation, 
the CGT, has called a day of 
 demonstrations across France for 
Saturday. 

A very big march, mainly of 
women, saw tens of thousands 
march against sexism and sexual 
violence last Saturday

And secondary school students 
were set to walk out on Friday. 

Bringing the struggles together 
around left wing politics is the key 
to victory. 

On other pages...
Don’t give in on the rights of 
migrants >>Pages 14&15

GREECE 

 Strikes over  
 poverty pay  
 after years  
 of austerity  
WORKERS ACROSS the private 
sector in Greece were set to 
strike on Wednesday of this 
week. 

They are demanding wage 
and pensions increases after 
years of austerity imposed by 
successive governments and 
the European Union (EU).

Rail and ferry services 
in the capital Athens were 
expected to grind to a halt. 

The walkout follows a strike 
by public sector workers on 
Wednesday of last week.

It also demanded pay and 
pension increases, as well as 
more workers. 

It was the first major 
strike since Greece exited 
the “bailout” agreement in 
August, which was imposed by 
the EU and enforced austerity.

During the bailout left wing 

party Syriza imposed cuts in 
return for loans from the EU, 
the International Monetary 
Fund and the European 
Central Bank.

Greece’s Syriza prime 
minister Alexis Tsipras 
promised “relief” and a “new 
era” when the agreement 
ended. 

But he has agreed to strict 
spending limits for decades to 
come.

Yet the bailout exit has 
also led workers to demand 
measures to compensate 
for more than eight years of 
austerity. 

And there have been 
growing strikes and pressure 
on union leaders to call united 
mass action.
Nick Clark 

School cleaners joined the public
sector strike last week 

Union leader Noureddine Taboubi 
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Troops used 
against people
I HAVEN’T yet seen the 
film Peterloo.

But your review puts 
me in mind of novelist 
Leo Tolstoy’s maxim, 
“Soldiers are used more 
against their own people 
than they’re sued against 
foreigners”. 

Will Counsel
Peterborough

Don’t trust 
the media 
TENS OF thousands of 
people travelled from all 
over Britain to protest 
against the growth in 
racism and fascism  
(Socialist Worker,  
21 November).  

But the establishment 
media opts for a blanket 
ban on coverage.

A woman is 
discovered practising 
as a psychiatrist in the 
NHS without appropriate 
qualifications and all 
the media choose to go 
berserk. Why? Perhaps 
because she is a 
migrant?

John Murphy
Stockport

Left strategy 
won’t work 
IT SEEMS like Socialist 
Worker’s faith in a left 
wing government under 
Jeremy Corbyn is going 
down the pan.  

You should read 
Ralph Miliband’s The 
Parliamentary Road to 
Socialism. 

Such a path doesn’t 
exist.

Alan Wilson
On Facebook

Union should 
not retreat  
SOCIALIST Worker 
reported that the NEU 
union withdrew planned 
strikes at The John Roan 
school in the face of an 
legal injunction threat by 
Greenwich Council. 

The injunction was 
never issued. But why 
did the union retreat?

 Unions rightly don’t 
trust the courts. But 
this retreat showed 
unwarranted timidity. 

We need the strength 
of the union in support 
of workers showing 
perseverance.

Let’s hope we see a 
robust response from the 
NEU to whatever was 
behind the threat. And 
much more importantly, 
that we see the strikes at 
John Roan immediately 
reinstated. 

Miriam Scharf
East London

Just a 
thought...

Jeremy Corbyn—jobs first?  

Why left should reject May’s EU deal
THERESA MAY’S proposed 
Brexit deal is the worst of 
all worlds. 

It leaves control of trade 
in the hands of the 
neoliberal establishment 
while offering restrictions 
on immigration. 

Corbyn is right to call for 
a “jobs-first Brexit”. But 
there can be no dealing 
with the European Union 
(EU) when it comes to the 
“radical transformation” 
that Corbyn rightly says 
that Britain needs.

If Corbyn were to win a 
general election, the 
pressure on him to 
compromise with the EU 

would be huge. Those who 
reject comparisons with the 
Syriza government in 
Greece underestimate the 
pressure from the EU and 
British ruling class to 
maintain the status quo. 

The EU’s single market 

rules on state aid would 
undermine attempts to 
nationalise industry. 

And the EU is moving in 
an increasingly racist 
direction. 

It’s split between 
politicians who want to 
strengthen its external 
border, and those who wish 
to see the return of internal 
borders.

That is why the only way 
to deliver real change in 
Britain for workers, the 
unemployed, for students, 
and for migrants, is to 
reject a deal with the EU. 

Tom
East London

When a 
Nazi ran 
Interpol
WESTERN governments 
made very public objections 
to the prospect of Russian 
General Alexander 
 Prokopchuk becoming head 
of the Interpol international 
police service last week. 

This was a stark contrast 
to when Reinhardt Heydrich 
became head of Interpol’s 
forerunner in 1940. 

SS general and Gestapo 
secret police chief Heydrich 
already presided over a 
regime of torture, brutality 
and murder. And he would 
go on to be one of the chief 
architects of the Holocaust. 

After the Czech 
resistance assassinated 
Heydrich in 1942, he was 
replaced as head by another 
Nazi mass murder—Arthur 
Nebe.

He had commanded a 
unit that massacred some 
50,000 mainly Jewish 
people in Russia. 

And he in turn was 
succeeded by SS general 
Ernst Kaltenbrunner who 
was intimately involved in 
the Holocaust. 

This Nazi connection 
did not end with the war. 
In 1963 Jean Nepote, 
who’d been part of the 
French collaborationist 
regime, became Interpol 
head.

And astonishingly Paul 
Dickopf, a former SS officer 
who had served under 
Heydrich, was appointed to 
head it up in 1968.  

Dickopf’s SS records had 
conveniently been lost.

He filled the German 
federal police with former 
Nazis and SS men. He was 
also on the CIA’s payroll. 

Interpol has a very dark 
history.

John Newsinger
Brighton

Hospital’s contract with 
the Saudis is a disgrace
KING’S COLLEGE Hospital 
NHS Trust in south London 
is looking at business 
opportunities in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Moorfields Eye Hospital 
and the Royal Marsden 
already have business 
dealings in Gulf states.  

It’s shocking that in the 
world’s sixth richest 
country we’re having to 
prop up the NHS by making 
foreign investment deals.

Hospitals should be using 
the resources they’ve got 
instead of setting up these 
deals. Managers justify it by 

pointing to the money 
made abroad that can be 
ploughed back into the 
NHS.

Kings is looking at a 
deficit of £120 million by 
the end of the year. 

But the reason hospitals 
have large deficits is 
because the Tories have not 
put the money into the NHS 
and because of privatisation.  

The NHS should be 
funded through taxation 
not private investment.   

Jackie Applebee
GP and health campaigner,  

East London

Oxford Union has helped to 
legitimise far right bigotry 
THE OXFORD Union, a posh 
private debating club for Oxford 
University students, invited far 
right guru Steve Bannon to speak 
a fortnight ago. 

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) and 
student groups said that giving 
Bannon a platform would help 
legitimise racism and embolden 
racists and fascists.

Two days later there was a 
horrific racist attack on a pregnant 
Muslim woman and her family 
outside a supermarket in 
Oxfordshire. 

A couple hurled racist abuse at 
the family. They then hit the 
pregnant woman in the face and 
dragged her to the ground while 
repeatedly trying to remove her 

hijab. The victim’s husband and 
3 year old child were also 
physically attacked.

On the same weekend large 
swastikas were daubed on an 
Oxford sports pavilion and a wall 
close to a school.

The Oxford Union claims it is 
defending freedom of speech, and 
that the far right can be defeated 
by their clever arguments. 

Yet by giving Bannon a platform, 
they help to unleash forces that 
terrorise ordinary people while 
they remain immune from the 
consequences of their actions.

In the past the Oxford Union has 
invited far right and fascist 
speakers. They’ve included British 
National Party leader Nick Griffin, 

Holocaust denier David Irving and 
Alternative for Germany leader 
Alice Weidel.

It is clear that the union’s 
attempts to beat the far right and 
fascists by debate have failed. 

We need a mass movement that 
confines racist views like Bannon’s 
to the gutter where they belong.

Up to 1,000 people protested 
against Bannon. And the following 
day up to 40,000 joined the 
national demonstration called by 
SUTR. Anti-racists now plan to 
oppose Tommy Robinson’s march 
on 9 December in London.

This is the real force that can 
halt the rise in racism and fascism.

Julie Simmons
 Oxford
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 ANGER AT
 CLIMATE
 CHANGE
 BOILS OVER
A renewed wave of rebellion is taking place worldwide 
to take on the threat of catastrophic climate change. 
Sarah Bates spoke to activists who are at the forefront of 
struggles to save the planet

W
A R N I N G S  a re 
coming thick and 
fast about how the 
Earth is hurtling 
towards climate 
catastrophe.

The threat has led to a feeling of 
urgency and need for resistance—
and has seen new group Extinction 
Rebellion (see box) organise thou-
sands-strong protests in response.

Even the conservative IPCC climate 
scientists’ report last month called 
for “rapid, far-reaching and unprec-
edented changes in all aspects of soci-
ety” to avert the worst-case climate 
change scenarios. 

And, most strikingly, it said we’ve 
only got 12 years left to make them. 
Campaign Against Climate Change 
(CCC) chair Suzanne Jeffery told 
Socialist Worker, “There’s a growing 
sense of urgency about the situation.

“And the IPCC said it’s the political 
will that’s lacking.”

World rulers won’t come out of the 
COP 24 climate conference in Poland 
next week with a new political will to 
avert climate catastrophe. But their 
inaction hasn’t led to passivity and 
desperation from ordinary people. 

Pockets of resistance are popping 
up globally—and they have a focus 
on collective action.

In Australia students have staged 
walkouts under the banner of 
“School Strike for Climate Action” 
throughout November. School stu-
dent Nia said, “Education is impor-
tant, but what’s even more impor-
tant is making sure that we try to do 

something about climate change.” 
Further strikes and  protests have 
been organised in every state of 
Australia this week. The Australian 
walkouts were inspired by Greta 
Thunberg, a 15-year-old who 
camped outside the Swedish parlia-
ment to draw attention to climate 
change. 

Greta travelled to London to speak 
at the launch of Extinction Rebellion. 

“Some people say that I should 
study to become a climate scientist 
so I can ‘solve the climate crisis’,” 
she told the group’s “Declaration of 
Rebellion” protest. “But the climate 
crisis has already been solved.

Ancient
“We have all the facts and solutions. 
All we have to do is to wake up and 
change.”

In Germany, a major focus of the 
movement is ending the coal indus-
try. Ende Gelande is a campaign that 
takes direct action against the RWE 
coal mining company’s attempts 
to destroy the remaining parts of 
ancient Hambach forest in west 
Germany. 

In October it hosted the “largest 
action of civil disobedience against 
coal”. Some 6,500 people took part 
in a weekend of occupations to block 
the rail tracks that transport coal 
from the mine.

Selma Richter from Ende Gelande 
said, “This summer of heat waves and 
water shortages made us feel directly 
the threat of climate change. 

“But we are not only fighting for 

our own future. We are also fighting 
for the livelihoods of people in the 
Global South who are most impacted 
by climate change.” 

In Britain, Extinction Rebellion 
organises direct action over climate 
change. It has captured a mood 
among ecological activists and those 
who have never been on a demon-
stration before. 

Founder member Roger Hallam 
told Socialist Worker, “We need a 
rebellion against the government to 
force them to act. 

“Our view is that the way to do 
that is through mass participation 
and civil disobedience.”

Up to 6,000 activists blocked 
six central London bridges on  
17 November and dozens took part in 

three days of road blocking “swarm-
ing” protests last week.

Roger said that the group’s tactics 
are just one element of the wider cli-
mate movement. “We’re not saying 
we’re the be all and end all of how 
to bring about social change”, he 
stressed. 

Fracking
Extinction Rebellion has taken 
inspiration from previous struggles.  
“The peace movement, gay rights, 
all those were quite robust forms 
of direct action,” said Roger. “They 
were hated by a lot of the left and 
a lot of the right, and disturbed the 
status quo.

“That ’s  the tradit ion we’re 
coming from and we’ll see what 
happens.”

The fight against fracking has 
been one of the big flashpoints of 
climate change activism in Britain. 

Fracking involves blasting high 
pressure water, chemicals and sand 
into rock formations to release gas 

or oil trapped deep underground. It 
is a dangerous industry that threat-
ens communities and the future of 
the planet.

It has been spearheaded by 
the Tory government, which is 
hand-in-hand with the oil and gas 
companies. The Tories have even 
 re-written laws to make it easier to 
overturn local planning decisions.

B
UT DESPITE the politi-
cal support from the 
top, it’s not going so 
well for fracking mul-
tinational Cuadrilla. 
It started fracking at 

Preston New Road near Blackpool 
in Lancashire in October. But 
Cuadrilla has had to pause opera-
tions for three weeks after fracking 
caused 36 small earthquakes in the 
first month.

The fight against fracking has fed 
into other campaigns. Kim Hunter 
from the Frack Free Scarborough 
campaign told Socialist Worker she’s 
“trying to build a climate movement 
that is as big as possible and that 
doesn’t limit itself”.

She explained that getting 
involved in anti-fracking has led 
activists into a more generalised 
political fight. “My aunt got involved 
because she was concerned about 
her community,” said Kim.

“But then she starting thinking 
about agriculture, the climate, the 
Tories and so on.

“The movement pushes outwards 
from fracking, but there has to be 
people there to argue for that.”

Suzanne argued that climate 
activists also need to “overcome divi-
sions within the working class”.

Some in the labour movement, 
such as the GMB union, argue that 
focusing too much on sustainable 
energy will mean job losses in fossil 
fuel industries. 

This means they are reluctant to 
oppose fracking.

The CCC’s “One Million Climate 
Jobs” campaigns argues that a just 
transition to green energy is possible.

Suzanne argues that “the alterna-
tive doesn’t mean working class com-
munities are going to be devastated”. 

“Jobs and the environment aren’t 
mutually exclusive,” she said.

“And there’s a real common work-
ing class interest at the heart of fight-
ing for a society where fossil fuel cor-
porations aren’t prioritised at the 
expense of a safe, liveable planet.”

United opposition to the system 
will be crucial in the battles to come. 

The need to take on the threat 
to the planet could not be more 
urgent—and the renewed climate 
change activism reflects that sense of 
immediacy.

Roger said that Extinction 
Rebellion was set up to raise aware-
ness because “there’s a high probabil-
ity that we’re heading toward social 
collapse”.

“It’s not inevitable,” he said. “But 
it’s a credible point of view that on 
that basis we need to mobilise people 

‘We are going to take  
every action that we can’
EXTINCTION Rebellion activists 
continued their programme of 
direct action with three days  
of blockading roads last  
week. Protestors “swarmed” 
major roads in central London, 
stopping vehicles for seven 
minutes, letting traffic  
pass, then repeating the 
exercise. 

The biggest action on Saturday 
drew over 1,000 protesters who 
gathered in Parliament Square 
for a memorial service for extinct 
animals and other enviromental 
damage. 

Extinction Rebellion members 
tried to bury a cardboard coffin, 
but were stopped by cops. 

More than 50 activists 
blocked all roads surrounding 
the square, bringing 
Westminster to a standstill for 
much of the afternoon. 

Emily said “There is power 
in this shared mourning. We 
are going to take every action 
that we can, we are going to 
disrupt again and again and 
again so that space might be 
cleared where we can create a 
better future.” Some 14 people 

were arrested, and one activist 
superglued herself to the gates 
of Buckingham Palace. 

Dr Gail Bradbook read a letter 
addressed to the queen outside 
Buckingham Palace. She said 
“We are facing the biggest threat 
to our entire realm and way of 
life in 1,000 years of our history.

“We know our rights and are in 
rebellion to save ourselves, our 
loved ones and our entire nation. 
We have asked our government 
to meet with us and address our 
demands.”

Demonstrations also took 
place in Sheffield, Bangor, 
Edinburgh and Frome.

In Manchester, over 200 
environmental activists took 
to the streets, and eight were 
arrested for blocking a public 
highway.

It was led by a banner reading, 
“Declare a climate emergency—
carbon neutral by 2025”. 

Speakers at one blockade 
stressed the immediacy of 
the climate emergency, and 
the need to get more people 
involved in the “rebellion in the 
north”.

We already have all 
the facts and 
solutions. All we 
have to do is wake 
up and change

‘‘ The rich hired fire 
engines to protect 
their homes from 
the California 
wildfires

‘‘ 

round the country and show people 
what’s really going on.” 

Scientists have been saying for 
years that carbon emissions must be 
reduced or we will suffer the effects 
of a drastically heating Earth. But, as 
the IPCC said, it’s the “political will” 
at the top of society that is lacking.

In the short term the rich will be 
able to shield themselves from the 
worst aspects of climate change.

For instance, millionaires were 
able to hire private fire fighters to pro-
tect their homes during November’s 
California wildfires while entire 
working class communities burned 
to the ground.

Climate change, like every other 
disgusting symptom of capitalism, 
will affect poor people first and will 
have the biggest impact on them.

It’s in the interests of ordinary 
people to join the urgent battle to 
save the planet, but also to fight 
against the capitalist system that  
produces climate change.

(Pictures clockwise) School 
pupils in Bendigo, south eastern 
Australia, joined thousands 
of others in a school strike 
demanding action on climate 
change. Melting icecaps are 
a source of profit for shipping 
companies that now operate 
in them, Wildfires in California 
this year have killed dozens, 
destroyed the local whole towns, 
and killed much wildlife. Flooding 
in Bangladesh has hit Rohingya 
refugee camps, forcing them to 
flee once more

The Ende Gelande stop coal protest 
movement in Germany  (above) 

Together
           for
climate
  justice
Join us on 
Saturday 1 December, 
12 noon, Portland Place, 
central London

March to Downing Street, where 
the Frack Free United Declaration 
against fracking will be handed in

www.campaigncc.org

Extinction Rebellion protesters in London last weekend Picture:Guy Smallman
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Antisemitism—the far 
right, Zionism and the left
Wed 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
E17 6QQ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BOLTON
Brazil, Bolsonaro and 
the rise of the right
Wed 5 Dec, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
The hijab—a woman’s 
right to choose
Thu 6 Dec, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON & HOVE
The lost revolution—
Germany 1918-1923
Thu 6 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Aretha Franklin—preaching 
the gospel of liberation
Wed 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
YHA,14 Narrow Quay, 
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
The Brexit crisis—how do 
we get rid of the Tories?
Wed 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,BB11 1NR
CHESTERFIELD
Brazil, Bolsonaro and 
the rise of the right
Thu 6 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,S40 1QN
DERBY
The lost revolution—
Germany 1918-1923
Thu 6 Dec, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next to 
Britannia Mill),DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
Brazil, Bolsonaro and 
the rise of the right
Tue 4 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Goose, 53-54 Hall Gate, 
DN1 3PB
EDINBURGH
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,EH1 2JL
EXETER
Rosa Luxemburg and the 
German Revolution
Wed 5 Dec, 7pm, 
The Exeter Peace Shop,
31 New Bridge St,EX4 3AH

HARLOW
Brazil, Bolsonaro and 
the rise of the right
Thu 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
The global financial 
crisis ten years on—
why capitalism fails
Wed 5 Dec, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade 
(near both train and bus 
stations),HD1 5JP
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Is a robot after your job?
Thu 6 Dec, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Thu 6 Dec, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: HARINGEY
Brazil, Bolsonaro and 
the rise of the right
Wed 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
What the frack? Capitalism 
vs the climate
Wed 5 Dec, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St, 
SE8 4RH
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Why is capitalism 
addicted to plastic?
Wed 5 Dec, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Road, 
E3 5AT
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Aretha Franklin and the 
Civil Rights Movement
Wed 12 Dec, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd, 
E17 6QQ

LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
18 months after Grenfell—
how can we solve the 
housing crisis?
Thu 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,  
Shepherd’s Bush, 
W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Wed 5 Dec, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,M2 5NS
NORWICH
The Peterloo Massacre 
1819—the fight for 
democracy and freedom
Thu 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,NR2 2SA

NOTTINGHAM
#MeToo—sexism 
and the system
Wed 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
How revolution ended 
the First World War
Wed 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
Fascism and the rise 
of the far right—how 
do we fight it?
Thu 13 Dec, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
Brazil, Bolsonaro and 
the rise of the right
Wed 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Brazil, Bolsonaro and 
the rise of the right
Wed 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SWANSEA
Germany 1918—from 
war to revolution
Thu 6 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORSET SOCIALISTS
Can Labour beat capitalism?
Sat 1 Dec, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park, Dorchester
DT1 1XJ
NATIONAL
Together for Climate Justice
Sat 1 Dec,  12 noon,
Central London.
Called by the Campaign 
against Climate Change
bit.ly/ClimateDemo
NATIONAL
Socialism 101
Sat 1 Dec,  10.30am,
Birkbeck, University of 
London. 
Speakers include Janet Alder, 
Christine Buchholz,  
David Albrich and 
Alex Callinicos.
For tickets, go to
bit.ly/101Socialism
NATIONAL
Safe, Secure Homes for All
Sat 8 Dec, 
NEU, Hamilton House, 
Mabledon Pl, 
London WC1H 9BD.
Called by Axe the Housing 
Act—secure homes for all
bit.ly/SafeSecureHomes
LONDON
Grenfell Silent Walk—
18 months on
Fri 14 December,
Kensington Town Hall,
Hornton St, Kensington, 
London W8 7NX
bit.ly/SilentWalk18

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

ABERDEEN
Mon 3 Dec, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 5 Dec, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 6 Dec, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU 

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 5 Dec, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove,
E15 1HP

Saudi horror in Yemen...
A crime made in Britain?

Socialist Worker

Send your reports and views to 
reports@socialistworker.
co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

Sign up for our morning email  
Breakfast in Red at  
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone and switch notifications on. 
Save 07494 519595 as Socialist 
Worker WhatsApp. Send ‘start’ 
to 07494 519595

[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker (Britain)

British-made weaponry has been used in Yemen 

Socialist Worker  28 November 2018



 REVIEWS & CULTURE 13
Socialist Worker 28 November 2018

The fight is on for Hull’s soul after year of culture
TELEVISION
A NORTHERN SOUL
BBC iPlayer, available now

THIS IS a heartwarming 
documentary about 
warehouse worker Steve. 

He has a dream to bring 
hip-hop workshops to 
school children living on 
council estates in the city 
of Hull through a “Beats 
Bus”. 

It follows the 
announcement that Hull 
would be 2017 City of 
Culture. The documentary 
asks the question, “Can 
City of Culture really 

change things for ordinary 
people?” 

Director Sean McAllister 
was a fellow Hull resident 
and guides the viewer 
through a brief history of 
Hull as a working class 
city built on the fishing 
industry. 

We are then swiftly 
taken to the situation now, 
following over eight years 
of austerity and cuts.

The City of Culture is 
presented as a time to 
revitalise the city. 

Steve has been working 
at the Arco factory for nine 
years. We see his struggles 
with debts, threat of 

bankruptcy and poor work 
relationships. 

The only thing stopping 
him from feeling down is 
his plan for the Beats Bus. 

He gets funding from 
the City of Culture 
programme and the Beats 
Bus workshops begin.

Eight children are 
selected to form a crew, 
who later perform at City 
of Culture events. 

The positive impact 
from Steve’s mentoring 
becomes clear. 

However, as the year for 
City of Culture comes to 
an end and the Beats Bus 
is decommissioned. Steve 

is also demoted. Viewers 
experience his frustration 
from having “Grafted hard 
all [his] life” with little to 
show for it and “earning 
money for some rich 
prick”. 

The documentary 
finishes six months later 
with Steve working 
full-time on Beats Bus 
Crew Ltd. 

This is a bittersweet 
story of how, despite 
culture for ordinary 
people being viewed as 
unimportant, we still 
find ways to explore our 
creativity.
Stephanie Onamade

 Lost in a labyrinth of social  
 and political catastrophes
A profound sense of injustice and chaos grips visitors to a new exhibition 
about identity at Manchester’s Castlefield Gallery, writes Molly Docherty
THE GROUND Beneath Your Feet is 
an exhibition that looks at ideas of 
belonging and identity. 

Work from eight different artists 
and artistic groups, each of which have 
used their own personal  backgrounds 
to inspire their art, explore these 
themes.

Tulani Hlalo’s piece comprises two 
films, Fatherland and Motherland. She 
covers herself in earth in Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe and stands in the sea in 
Tynemouth, England—the places that 
her parents are from—while she looks 
at the camera.

There is a clear sense of split iden-
tity as she explores both sides of her 
heritage literally side by side—the 
screens are placed next to each other. 

The idea of national identity is com-
plex and the piece emphasises how 
immigration and an ever-globalising 
world have an effect on your ability 
to understand and express yourself. 

Original
Oscar Santillan’s The Intruder consists 
solely of a small stone, but it could be 
interpreted as an anti-imperialist mes-
sage as a comment on things removed 
from their original settings.

Taken from Scafell Pike, the high-
est mountain in England, when the 
piece was first exhibited in London 
in 2015 there was outcry from people 
demanding it to be returned.

This shows the hypocrisy of being 
outraged by a small bit of rock being 
removed while overlooking the 
amount of natural resources Britain 
and other world powers have stolen 
over the years. 

The exhibit reveals the way some 
people attach more importance to 
a fragment of rock than to human 
beings being deported. The Museum 

of Homelessness also contributed a 
selection of items to the exhibition 
from their State of the Nation project.

These pieces aim to reveal what 
lies beneath  situations of home-
lessness and serves to highlight the 
many problems people experiencing 
 homelessness face.

This is at a time when there are 
record numbers of homeless people 
in Britain—a 169 percent increase 

since 2010. 
There are a few items on display 

here but the one which sticks out 
the most is an Anti-Social Behaviour 
Order given to a homeless man for 
begging. 

This really emphasises to the 
viewer how challenging homelessness 
is. Constant barriers are being put up 
to deny people the most basic rights 
while money being used for this could 

instead be used for putting in place 
structures of support. 

This exhibition shows well the 
 subject of identity and the political 
and structural factors that can shape 
it. If you are in Manchester you should 
 definitely go and see it.  
The Ground Beneath Your Feet is at 
the Castlefield Gallery, 2 Hewitt Street, 
Manchester, M15 4GB until 3 February. 
Admission free

PINK OYSTER Mushrooms Detoxifying Milton Friedman, Jane Lawson, 2012

Steve (left)

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Antisemitism—The Far 
Right, Zionism And The 
Left
Rob Ferguson

2  Rise Like Lions
Mark Krantz

3  The Communist 
 Manifesto
Karl Marx and Frederick 
Engels

4 ‘Kill all the Gentlemen’
Martin Empson

5 The Left Case Against 
the EU
Costas Lapavitsas

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

PLAY 
THE SELFISH GIANT 
Written by Oscar Wilde 
Adapted by Tessa Bide 
Productions 
At the Omnibus Theatre 
1 Clapham Common Northside 
London, SW4 0QW 
Until 24 December

OSCAR WILDE’S classic 
children’s story is being 
brought to life for the 
festive period. 

It tells the tale of Grinter 
the giant. She lives happily 
alone in a huge cold house. 
She shuts out the world 
because the world has 
shunned her.

Outside the walls, the 
world has been changing. 
One day some children find 

a gap in the giant’s wall 
and climb through, and the 
story begins.

BOOK
WHY WOMEN HAVE BETTER 
SEX UNDER SOCIALISM 
Written by Kristen R. Ghodsee 
£12.99 at Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop 

THIS BOOK looks at how 
women’s lives changed 
after the collapse of the 
“Communist” regimes in 
Eastern Europe following 
the fall of the Berlin Wall 
in 1989.

Giant ties itself in knots
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READ MORE
lThe Case Against 
Borders 
by Dave Sewell and  
Charlie Kimber 
£2.00

lDon’t let the vote to 
leave the European Union 
be written off as backward 
by Sadie Robinson  
Socialist Worker article 
online at bit.ly/2PNwD6N

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

L
EADING Leave 
a n d  R e m a i n 
supporters have 
found an issue 
t h a t  u n i t e s 
them—drawing 

up new ways to control 
immigration.

They see the issue as so 
crucial that they are com-
peting over who can be the 
toughest. And both sides try 
to paint their anti-migrant 
ideas as progressive.

Theresa May is less suc-
cessful at this. Last week 
she suggested that European 
Union (EU) nationals would 
no longer be able to “jump 
the queue” to come to Britain 
after Brexit.

No one fell for the idea that 
May was seeking to  promote 
the rights of migrants from 
Africa, Asia or  anywhere else. 
Her comments rightly caused 
outrage.

But the anti-immigrant 
rhetoric from sections of the 
left is more insidious.

This says that fears about 
immigration drove the Brexit 
vote. Those on the left can’t 
ignore these “genuine con-
cerns” of working class 
people, they say. 

The argument goes that we 
have to show we are taking 
them seriously by backing 
immigration clampdowns and 
policing migrants.

This is very dangerous. It 
bolsters a view that attacking 
migrants is in the interests of 
workers. 

It divides the working class 
and allows those at the top to 
get away with scapegoating 
vulnerable people for problems 
they did not cause.

Immigration wasn’t the only 
factor driving the Leave vote. 
Many people voted to leave the 
EU because it does nothing for 
them—and to give the estab-
lishment a kick in the teeth.

But at the same time many 
ordinary people do think immi-
gration is a problem, and that’s 
no surprise.

The press and the Tories 
have spent decades fostering 
the idea. And workers can be 
susceptible to accepting racist 
ideas particularly when there 
isn’t much struggle against 
those at the top.

Blame
We are encouraged to blame 
migrants for lack of decent hous-
ing, over-stretched services, low 
wages and unemployment. 

Migrants have caused none 
of these things. Cuts, auster-
ity, neoliberal policies and 
 profiteering bosses have. 

The  way  t o  add re s s 
 “concerns” about migrants isn’t 
to repeat racist lies about them. 

It’s to reject the argument 
that immigration is a problem 
and point the finger at the real 
enemy—the bosses, the rich 
and the Tories.

But some in Labour, the 
unions and on the left are 
 failing to do that. Instead they 
are parroting racist myths.

So Labour peer and EU 
fanatic Andrew Adonis backed 

a report last week that rec-
ommended ID cards and forc-
ing migrants to learn English. 
Adonis said, “The choice 
between EU membership and 
controlling migration is a false 
one. 

“The best way to take back 
control is to stay in the EU and 
get serious about immigration 
and welfare enforcement.”

The Global Future report 
said people aren’t against 
immigration in principle but 
were  concerned about crime, 

pressure on public services, 
access to jobs and integration. 

This racist  dog-whistle rheto-
ric paints migrants as the cause 
of social problems and unem-
ployment. Indeed, Adonis spoke 
of “solutions to immigration”.

Former  Labour  home 
 secretaries Charles Clarke and 
Alan Johnson wrote in the 
Guardian last week that “con-
cerns about free movement” 
must be addressed. 

Both pushed through racist 
policies when in office.

“Millions of people voted for 
Brexit because they felt immi-
gration was outside their con-
trol,” they wrote. “Concerns 
about immigration have to be 
properly addressed. 

“We need tighter control of 
EU migration into the UK by 
applying current EU rules.”

And they want these rules to 
be tougher too.

“The UK should require EU 
migrants to register with their 
local authority,” they said. 
“Those without jobs should 
be required to return to their 
 country of origin.”

“We need stricter labour 
market controls. We should 
re-establish a national iden-
tity system. This would make 
it easier to identify illegal 
migration.”

They go on to discuss what 
could be done to deal with 
“exceptionally high inflows”. 

And they say clamping down 
on migrants can be achieved 
“more effectively inside, rather 
than outside, the EU”.

I
T’S A disgrace to repeat 
racist rhetoric about 
“taking back control,” 
“illegal migration” and 
to describe people as 
“inflows”.

But Johnson and Clarke 
also couch some of their argu-
ments in pro-worker language. 

They claim to want tougher 
controls to stop “exploitation” 
and trafficking. Like Adonis, 
they say jobs should be offered 
“locally” first.

This feeds the myth that 
migrants are undercutting 
British workers by taking “their” 
jobs. It fails to point out the real 
cause of unemployment is the 
capitalist system.

Scapegoating migrants does 
nothing to tackle job cuts, low 
wages or underfunded services.

Pitting one section of the 
working class against another 
doesn’t  benefi t  ordinary 
people—it benefits the bosses 
and the rich.

It’s never in the interests 
of workers to blame other 
 working class people for ruling 
class attacks.

The most high-profile rac-
ists demanding more controls 
on immigration are the likes of 
Nigel Farage and Boris Johnson. 

But Labour refuses to defend 
migrants  wholeheartedly. 
Partly this is because of the 
nature of the party.

Labour wants to work within 
capitalism to get a better deal 
for workers.

But capitalism is based on 
delivering the best deal for the 
bosses and is racist to the core. 
So Labour has a problem.

It wants to show that it can 
responsibly manage capital-
ism for the bosses. Bosses want 
access to labour and so are for 
immigration—but they also 
want to use racism to divide us, 
and so want controls.

So  Labour  advoca te s 
“ reasonable management of 
migration” and “fair rules”.

It says it will get rid of the 
income thresholds currently 
in place for migrants but will 

DON’T GIVE IN 
ON RIGHTS OF 
MIGRANTS
Politicians at the top—whether Leavers or Remainers—
all agree that immigration must be curbed. But says 
Sadie Robinson, that will only breed more racism

replace this with “a prohibition 
on recourse to public funds”.

And the party has accepted 
the idea of a two-tier system 
that meets the bosses’ needs. 

Shadow Home Secretary 
Diane Abbott said in September 
that migrants with “specified 
bona fide skills” could come 
to Britain under a Labour 
government.

Giving in to myths about 
migration also reflects a pessi-
mism about the working class. 

Some in Labour and the 
unions assume that workers 
are racist, so think they have to 
be racist in order to win their 
support.

This creates a vicious cycle 
where ordinary people blame 
other ordinary people, often 
the most vulnerable, for their 
problems.

And it boosts the fascists and 
the far right by making some 
of their ideas appear more 
 mainstream and acceptable.

Similar debates are taking 
place on the left across Europe. 

In Germany parliamentary co-
chair of the left wing Die Linke 
party, Sahra Wagenknecht, has 
called for a cap on refugees and 
more police.

In the context of rising 
Islamophobia, she has claimed 
that immigration is linked to 
terrorism and issued warnings 
about Islamist groups.

This is apparently part of 
a plan to undercut racists by 
taking workers’ “concerns” 
seriously.

It’s right to want to win 
people away from racist ideas. 
We won’t do that by agreeing 
with those racist ideas.

Potential
Anti-racist events and protests—
and the scale of solidarity there 
has been with refugees—shows 
that racism isn’t all-pervasive. 

There is potential to push it 
back. But accepting anti-migrant 
myths makes this harder.

The people pushing  hardest 
for both Leave and Remain tell 
us we have limited options. 
They say we can either have 
Brexit with no free movement 
or be part of the racist EU with 
controlled free movement.

The fact that nothing better 
is even considered exposes the 
rottenness of the system we 
live in.

Revolutionaries have long 
stood for something differ-
ent—genuine internationalism 
and solidarity between workers 
wherever they are from.

In 1907 some 884 delegates 
from 25 countries debated how 

to approach immigration at the 
International Socialist Congress 
in Stuttgart. They backed the 
abolition of all restrictions 
and discrimination towards 
migrants.

The Russian revolutionary 
Lenin in a letter in 1915 warned 
against seeing workers from 
other countries as the enemy.

He referred to “opportunist 
leaders” of the US Socialist Party 
“who are in favour of restrictions 
of the immigration of Chinese 
and Japanese workers”.

“We think that one cannot 
be internationalist and be at 
the same time in favour of such 
restrictions,” he wrote.

We have to unite to push 
back racism and fascism in the 
here and now. But we also need 
to fight for a socialist world 
with genuine free movement, 
no borders and no racism.

Left wing 
German MP Sara  
Wagenknecht 
(top) has called 
for a cap on 
refugees. Mass 
demonstrations 
show racism is 
not all pervasive 
(above)  

Bosses want 
access to 
labour, but they 
also want to 
divide workers

‘‘ 
Andrew Adonis
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Nigel Farage (left) wants to leave the EU, while Alan Johnson (right) wants to remain—but both want restrictions on migrants 

Handouts to firms show 
how states serve the rich

Nick Clark says a 
series of recent offers 
made by politicians 
to businesses show 
up who really holds 
power in society

SOME STORIES, hidden 
inside the bosses’ Financial 
Times newspaper, say 
more about how society 
is run—and in whose 
interests—than they let on.

Councils and governments 
are throwing enormous 
sums of money at huge 
corporations that are 
holding them to ransom.

This year Tees Valley 
council—authority for one 
of the poorest areas in the 
country—offered more 
than £100 million to the 
richest man in Britain. 

It hoped that 
multi-billionaire Jim 
Ratcliffe might build a 
new car plant on the site 
of a former steelworks.

Tory mayor Ben Houchen 
said he “threw the kitchen 
sink” at Ratcliffe to get his 
Ineos car plant to Teesside.

“We offered to clean 
the site then give them 
the land for free, to build 
the factory, a £20 million 
cash grant, a £100 million 
capital allowance to offset 
against their corporation 
tax every year, massively 
reduced electricity rates, 
cash to train local workers, 
and a generous tax credit 
for research investment.”

Offer
It wasn’t enough. Ratcliffe 
apparently turned the 
offer down and is instead 
looking at sites in Portugal 
or Bridgend, South Wales. 

In a leaked letter to 
Ratcliffe, Tory ministers Greg 
Clark and Alun Cairns offered 
“to explore exactly how the 
UK might support you on 
this exciting opportunity”.

Meanwhile in the US retail 
giant Amazon is so powerful 
it can dictate a shopping 
list of demands to cities 
competing to host its sites.

When looking for a 
host for its new second 
headquarters, Amazon 
published a document 
demanding “incentives” 

such as tax breaks, grants 
and fee reductions.

In the end it decided 
to split its headquarters 
between two cities—New 
York and Arlington, Virginia.

It will receive more than 
£2 billion in incentives, 
including grants worth tens 
of thousands of pounds 
per job “created”—and 
a helipad at each site.

Other states offered even 
more. Maryland and New 
Jersey each promised Amazon 
incentives worth £5 billion. 

Not counting its latest 
windfall, over the years 
Amazon has been promised 
£1 billion to build its 
warehouses and distribution 
centres in the US. 

Much of this is effectively 
to subsidise the “creation” of 
jobs so low paid that many 
of its warehouse workers rely 
on welfare food stamps.

These are more than just 
tales of greedy corporations. 

They tell us something 
deeper about the relationship 
between big business 
and the state—and how 
society is organised.

On top of subsidies, 
Amazon also demanded road 

networks, transport links, and 
a specific level of education 
among the local population.

It also wanted “local 
government structure 
and elected officials 
eager and willing to work 
with the company”.

Ratcliffe said he couldn’t 
build his plant in Teesside 
because “there was no 
guarantee that the necessary 
infrastructure could be put in 
place to meet our timescale”.

Infrastructure
So the most basic 
infrastructure of society 
is built to accommodate 
big businesses. 

And this is how things 
are supposed to work.

Corporations can use their 
power to get what they want. 

When threatened, they can 
also use it to actively sabotage 
things they don’t like.

For instance Theresa 
May knows most of capital 
wants a Britain with a 
close relationship to the 
European Union—if not 
to remain altogether. 

So she’s banking on the 
idea that they’ll cause a 
run on the pound just to 
avoid a no-deal Brexit.

And in 2015, when a 
radical left wing government 
was elected in Greece, 
international capital 
threatened to force the 
banks to close to thwart its 
plans to end austerity.

All of which shows how 
much elected officials 
and politicians are in 
hoc to big business.

Politicians can make 
some limited decisions. But 
real power lies elsewhere.

POLITICIANS LOVE Britain’s richest man Jim Ratcliffe

ANALYSIS

The most basic 
infrastructure 
is built to 
accommodate 
big business

‘‘ 
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by SADIE ROBINSON

UP TO 500 teachers, school 
workers, parents, councillors, 
children and others marched 
against education cuts in  
central London last Tuesday. 

The Tories say that more 
money than ever is going into 
education. But rising costs 
and pupil numbers mean that 
schools face a real terms cut.

Miranda, a teacher from 
Islington in north London, 
explained what this means. 

“Some students need phys-
ical support to get around the 
school, but they aren’t getting 
it,” she told Socialist Worker.

Emotional 
Hassan, a parent from 
Tottenham in north London, 
said there was an “emotional 
build-up” from the impact of 
school cuts. 

“It’s very hard for parents 
to see it,” he told Socialist 
Worker. 

“They should take more 
tax from big businesses and 
put it into schools.”

Miranda agreed. “We 
should make companies 
pay their fair share of tax,” 
she said. “They use our 

infrastructure. We should 
also look at the whole tax 
system. Paying a bit more is 
nothing to the very rich.”

Protesters marched to the 
Department for Education 
chanting, “We march in rain, 
we march in snow—Damien 
Hinds has got to go.”

The education secretary 
is just one of those minis-
ters who has rattled off the 

rhetoric about “more money” 
going into schools.

At a rally after the march, 
joint general secretary of the 
NEU union Kevin Courtney 
attacked those ministers. 

He told the crowd there 
was “a special place in hell” 
for Tories who lie about 
school funding.

“The government is trying 
to pretend that the cuts aren’t 

real,” he said.
There was a standing ova-

tion for Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn as he joined the rally. 

He said he didn’t want 
education to be “dependent 
on parents’ wealth” or the 
area children lived in.

Corbyn promised that 
Labour would “return to 
the principle of a family of 
schools”—a reference to how 

the Tories have broken up 
the education system with 
privately-run academies. He 
attacked the “asset-stripping, 
rip-off society where the rich 
get richer”. 

And he said, “We will raise 
corporation tax to end the 
student fee system.”

Courtney ended the rally 
on a confident tone. NEU 
members are currently 

voting in an indicative ballot 
on whether they would be  
prepared to strike to stop cuts 
and fight for better pay.

Jane, a teacher from 
Hackney in east London, told 
Socialist Worker that strikes 
at her school had successfully 
stopped some cuts.

Provide 
Courtney said that he “really, 
really” didn’t want strikes. 
Union leaders and officials 
often say this because they 
know that workers care 
about the services they pro-
vide.

But he also said, “We 
want members to commit to 
strikes as the next step in this 
campaign.

“We want the biggest yes 
vote in the ballot. We believe 
we can have popular indus-
trial action that is supported 
by parents.

“A national demonstration 
on a national day of strikes—
I think parents will come with 
us. We are ramping it up.”

Courtney added, “We are 
thankful for the support from 
Labour’s front bench.

“But it’s our actions that 
make the difference. It’s time 
for us to fight back.”

SCHOOL workers on the 
march (left) and Jeremy 
Corbyn addressing the 
crowds (above)  
 Pictures: Guy smallman
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Big mobilisations of refugee solidarity at the borders
ORGANISERS OF last 
Sunday’s day of 

solidarity spoke to 
Socialist Worker.

Matthew Vitz from 
San Diego in California 
said, “We want to show 
our solidarity with the 
people travelling here 
and support them in their 
attempt to claim asylum.”

He is part of the 
Otay Mesa Detention 
Resistance (OMDR), one 
of the groups coordinating 
the border protest. 

“I think this is the start 
of something bigger,” said 
Matthew. “We have a lot of 

signatories for the protest.
“We want to shift the 

narrative away from 
the dehumanisation of 
migrants that is going 
on at the moment.

“The mainstream 
media is repeating 
uncritically what 
the government says 
about refugees.

And Matthew said, 
“We also want to bring 
people’s attention 
to the legacy of US 
intervention in countries 
such as Honduras. 

“In 2009 there was a 
military coup which was 

backed by Barack Obama. 
“Since then economic 

free trade agreements 
have led to violence, 
paramilitary gangs, the 
proliferation of drug 
cartel assassinations 
and increased violence 
by the state.”

Matthew said that 
dozens of organisations 
are supporting the 
mobilisation on Sunday. 
“Migrants rights 
organisations, socialist 
organisations and 
anti‑imperialist groups 
are all involved—it’s 
like a broad tapestry 

of the left,” he said. 
Brendan Cassidy, also 

a member of OMDR, 
said the Migrant and 
Refugee Coalition—
which organised the 
demonstration—
was “formed out of 
collective fury”.

Dozens of protests 
across the US have 
been called, according 
to Matthew, “from 
Texas to Colorado.”

“People can feel 
the urgency of the 
political moment since 
Trump was elected.”

Brendan adds, “We 

cannot simply hope the 
system will move itself in 
the direction of justice”. 

“Those who seek a 
world where all can live 
without fear must work 
both inside and outside of 
the system,” he added.

“We must always 
be centred on the 
voices of those who 
are most affected.”

Trump’s laws 
bolster borders

 MIGRANTS have 
focused on crossing 

the border near towns 
such as Tijuana, which 
shares the border with 
the US state of California.

The state is part 
of the relatively 
pro‑refugee Ninth Circuit 
Court. Refugees have 
chosen to cross here 
because nearby Texas is 
part of the Fifth Circuit 
Court, which is more 
conservative. 

Last week Trump 
lashed out at those who 
had challenged him. 

“Justice Roberts can 
say what he wants, 
but the Ninth Circuit 
is a complete and total 
disaster. Justices must 
not Legislate Security,” 
he tweeted.

There are limits to 
how far legal challenges 
can prevent Trump’s 
agenda. Arguments 
from bodies such as the 
Centre for Immigration 
Studies think tank have 
already suggested that 
border security and 
similar issues should 
be exempted from legal 
challenges.

Bigotry pushed 
from the top 

 THE PEOPLE in the 
caravan have faced 

obstructions at every 
stage of their dangerous 
journey.

An important part 
of that obstruction is 
the racist reporting 
of the caravans in the 
mainstream media.

This has been stoked 
by the racist‑in‑chief 
Trump. 

He attacked the 
caravan throughout 
his midterm election 
campaigning and 
has attempted to 
dehumanise the people 
travelling to the US.

Crude stereotyping 
serves to undermine 
the magnitude of the 
journey, and the needs 
of people making it.

Solidarity with migrant 
caravans after attacks
Migrants from Central America fleeing poverty face racist abuse, border 
controls, and armed troops. Alistair Farrow speaks to activists fighting back 

 SOME 500 people stormed the 
US border from Mexico on 

Sunday, only to be pushed back by 
rubber bullets and teargas.

They are part of migrant cara-
vans that have braved attacks from 
the governments of the countries 
they have passed through. Now the 
Mexican government is threatening 
to deport all those who stormed the 
border crossing.

And now the caravans are at 
the border things are no easier. US 
authorities were last week only 
 processing 100 people a day. 

There are thousands of migrants in 
the Mexican town of  Tijuana.

Processing asylum claims for eve-
ryone there could take months.

Earlier in November President 
Donald Trump passed an order 
which proposed that people crossing 
the border without the required doc-
uments would not be able to apply 
for asylum. Previously they had been 
able to.

Overturned
Trump’s order has since been 
 overturned by a Californian judge. 
But its intended effect—forcing 
migrants to register at crossing places 
to begin their asylum claims—has 
already happened. 

On Wednesday of last week 
Trump tweeted, “There are a lot of 
CRIMINALS in the Caravan. We will 
stop them. Catch and detain!”

Some people in Tijuana offer 
food and clothing to the caravan, 
but others protest against it, hold-
ing signs saying, “No to the inva-
sion.” Some wear hats saying, “Make 
Tijuana Great Again”.

Trump has sent as many as 5,800 
troops to the border, with orders 

to use lethal force “if necessary”. 
Outgoing Mexican president Enrique 
Pena Nieto has deployed troops 
against those seeking safety in the US.

Brendan Cassidy is from the Otay 
Mesa Detention Resistance (OMDR) 
campaign in San Diego, California. 

He told Socialist Worker that, “the 
US military’s cooperation sends a 
disturbing message to xenophobes 
and nationalists that weapons of war 
are an appropriate way to respond 
to refugees fleeing violence and 
exploitation.” 

The caravan has been dubbed 

a migrant caravan. This language 
is used by some to say the asylum 
claims of those making the journey 
aren’t valid. 

“Migrant is a catch-all term that 
includes everyone. Refugee points to 
the fact that people are fleeing,” said 
OMDR member Matthew Vitz.

“People in Central America and 
here are using the term ‘exodus’, and 
I think that is more fitting to what is 
going on.”

Refugee Isaac has a severe physi-
cal impairment which has not been 
properly diagnosed. He is part of the 

caravan, but has trouble walking. “In 
our country, Honduras, there is noth-
ing good. 

“Only the rich can live well there,” 
he told BBC News.

“Poor and disabled people like us 
can’t do anything. We’re cast aside.”

The US authorities do not class 
people such as Isaac as “refugees”. 

But, faced with poverty and vio-
lence at home—which the US has 
been directly responsible for—many 
people can’t return. 

And they are pushing the US to rec-
ognise their demands.

REFUGEE SOLIDARITY in San Diego, California Picture: Linda Brewton
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It’s no crime to disagree 
with the union’s leaders
THE REINSTATE Karen 
Reissmann campaign is 
set to hold its official 
launch meeting in 
Manchester this Saturday.

Unison union members 
are demanding that health 
worker Karen is reinstated 
to her democratically-elected 
union positions.

Karen was elected to 
Unison’s national executive 
committee and health service 
group executive committee. 

She was an outspoken 
critic of the NHS pay deal 
that was missold by the 
leaders of 13 health unions 
and left many health workers 
feeling out-of-pocket.

Attack
Karen’s suspension from 
holding office is an attack 
on the right of all union 
members to speak out if they 
disagree with the leadership. 

The Reinstate Karen 
Reissmann campaign said, 
“For all those who want to 
defend democracy in our 
union we cannot allow them 
to silence Karen.

“We must come together 
to campaign for a Karen’s 
reinstatement to all union 
bodies immediately.”

A statement initiated by 
Unison members in Karen’s 
support has gained nearly 

500 signatures. It said, “We 
are opposed to disciplinary 
action being threatened or 
instigated against individuals 
or branches for simply 
expressing a different view 
from the national leadership. 

“Unison needs healthy 
debate, not the silencing of 
opposing views.

 “Whatever our own 
personal view of the NHS 
pay deal, or if we have no 
view at all, we believe that 
if Karen is suspended for 
having views different to that 
of the national leadership, 
her suspension should be 
immediately lifted.

If the Unison leadership 
is allowed to get away with 
silencing Karen, it will move 
against other left wingers 
and rank and file initiative. 

Activists should get people 
in the union branches and 
workplaces to sign the 
statement to demand Karen’s 
reinstatement and democracy 
in Unison.   
lGo to Facebook event 
Reinstate Karen Reissmann. 
launch meeting 2pm,  
Saturday 1 December  
Friends Meeting House, 
Manchester M2 5NS. 
Sign the statement at  
bit.lyReinstateKarenReissmann  
and like the Facebook page 
Reinstate Karen Reissmann

IN BRIEF 

Striking together  
at Luton airport
CLEANERS AT Luton Airport 
are due to strike for seven 
days from Wednesday of next 
week after a unanimous vote 
for action. 

The Unite union members 
want an improvement to their 
£7.83 an hour minimum wage. 

Outsourcer Sasse has 
offered a three-year deal so 
low that by 2021 workers will 
still be earning below the  
£9 an hour Real Living Wage.

The cleaners are set to be 
joined by striking passenger 
assistants, employed by 
Cleece Care Service. They 
plan to strike for four days 
from 5 December. 

Fight to cure the 
Doctors Laboratory
WORKERS PLANNED to 
protest on Friday this week at 
The Doctors Laboratory (TDL) 
Christmas Party. 

TDL is a courier service 
working for the NHS. It does 
not pay its workers holiday or 
sick pay because they do not 
have worker status.
lProtest outside the Museum 
of London from 7pm

Hackney staff say 
pay what’s agreed
WORKERS AT supported 
living accommodation in 
Hackney, east London, are set 
to strike for five days from 
Monday of next week.

The 25 Unite union 
members provide care and 
assistance to 400 vulnerable 
adults at Peter Bedford 
Housing Association. They 
want bosses to implement a 
pay deal agreed last year. 

Veolia workers say 
no to rubbish shifts   
WORKERS EMPLOYED by 
Veolia Environmental Services 
in Widnes, Cheshire, have 
voted 78 percent for strikes 
on a 92 percent turnout. 

The Unite union members 
are contracted to work five 
shifts in seven. But drivers are 
not paid if they work a sixth 
shift in a seven-day period. 

Woolwich ferry may 
be halted in 2019  
WOOLWICH FERRY workers 
based in south east London 
could strike in the new year.

Unite union members 
employed by Briggs Marine 
Contractors Limited are 
voting on action over new 
shift patterns. They would see 
big pay cuts due to loss of 
overtime for weekend working.

Sick policy triggers 
strike ballot at P&O 
WORKERS AT the P&O 
Dover ferry service are being 
balloted for strikes over new 
sickness procedures.

Bosses have imposed a 
“sickness toolkit policy”, but 
RMT union members want it 
withdrawn.

 Strike is stopped, but  
 the anger still remains 
by SADIE ROBINSON

TEACHERS AT The John Roan 
school in Greenwich, south 
east London, held a silent 
picket outside the school 
on Thursday of last week.

NEU union members had 
planned to strike on the day, 
as part of a long-running 
campaign to stop the school 
becoming an academy. But the 
union suspended strikes after 
Labour-run Greenwich council 
threatened legal action.

However GMB union 
members at the school were 
set to strike this Thursday. 
Teachers said they would not 
cross the picket line.

Workers fear that a takeover 
by the UST chain could see 
subjects cut and top bosses 
grabbing huge salaries.

They have appealed for 
people to contact the chair 
of governors and National 
Schools Commissioner Dominic 
Herrington to oppose the plan.
lEmail the chair of governors 
at dskinner@thejohnroan.
greenwich.sch.uk and Dominic 
Herrington at rsc.sesl@
education.gov.uk

 

Protesting at Amazon’s warehouse in Milton Keynes                                       Picture: Kate Hunter

Protests at five sites over 
‘inhuman’ work conditions 
GMB UNION members and 
officials held Black Friday 
protests at five Amazon 
warehouses last week against 
the stress and pressure at 
the company’s warehouses

An investigation by GMB 
earlier this year revealed 
ambulances were called out 
to Amazon warehouses 600 
times during the past three 
financial years. 

Separate figures from the  

GMB revealed a total of 602 
reports have been made from 
Amazon warehouses to the 
Health and Safety Executive. 

Meanwhile workers in 
Amazon warehouses report 
working in agony, not having 
time to go to the toilet and 
a heavily pregnant woman 
forced to work standing.

Amazon workers in Spain, 
Italy and France struck for  
24 hours.

AMAZON

SCHOOLS 

THE JOHN Roan school protest last week       Picture: Guy Smallman

DEFEND KAREN REISSMANN

STREET CRANE CABLE WORKERS

SHERINGTON PRIMARY

Prysmian dispute is settled
WORKERS AT Prysmian Cables 
in Eastleigh, Hampshire, have 
voted by 85 percent to accept 
a new two-year pay deal. 

The 162 Unite union 
members have agreed a  
2 percent increase for 2018, 
backdated to January and an 
increase of 2.5 percent for 
2019.

Workers were originally 
offered a 2 percent deal from 
January 2018.

Unite regional coordinating 
officer Debbie Watson said, 
“I would like to praise the 
solidarity our members have 
shown during this testing time 

and the big-hearted support 
they have received from the 
local community.”

Strikers staged an 
impressive series of strikes 
and hit production.

However, they have gained 
only an extra 0.5 percent in 
the second year.

More could have been won 
if the strikes had been boosted 
by wider solidarity and the 
bosses had come under more 
pressure. 

Below-inflation pay rises 
are far too common as bosses 
make profits from their 
workers.

Eight days of strikes wins a victory on pay  
WORKERS HAVE declared 
victory at Street Crane after 
strikes won them a 3 percent 
pay rise without strings.

The Unite union members 
at the crane manufacturers 
in Chapel-en-le-Frith, 
Derbyshire, struck for 
eight days in October and 
November. 

The management offered 
them a 3 percent rise with 
strings attached. 

Workers unanimously 
rejected an offer that would 
have seen them receive a 
£100 lump sum to move 
to monthly pay.  After that, 

the management backed 
down and offered them the 
3 percent without strings 
immediately. 

The union is now much 
stronger in the workplace, 

and the strike has caused a 
huge backlog of work. 

It was great to see a group 
of workers flexing their 
muscles—and winning.
Jeannie Robinson

Academy plan is defeated
TEACHERS AND parents 
were celebrating last 
week after Sherington 
primary school scrapped 
plans to turn the school 
into an academy.

GMB and NEU union 
members at the school in 
south east London had 
called six days of strikes 

against the plan. Governors 
there met on Wednesday of 
last week and unanimously 
voted to keep the school run 
by Greenwich council.

In a letter, governors 
said the best way to provide 
financial stability and retain 
staff was to stay as part of 
the local authority.

Striking worked at Street Crane
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Grimethorpe dinner 
ladies won’t give in 
by GEORGE ARTHUR 

DINNER LADIES  and 
teaching assistants at 
Ladywood Primary School 
in Grimethorpe, Barnsley, 
remain determined to stand 
up to their head teacher.  

The Unison members in 
the South Yorkshire town 
have been on indefinite 
strike against redundan-
cies since the beginning of 
October. 

In spite of rain and bitterly 
cold weather, strikers have 
maintained their picket line.

Their slogan remains, “No 
Dinner Lady Cuts!”

One of the dinner ladies 
told Socialist Worker, “For 
years the head teacher told 
us that she really liked the 
dinner ladies and the way 
we kept the children settled 
at dinner time. 

“Then she got us all 
together and told us that we 
were all going to be sacked at 
Christmas.”

Traditions of working 
class solidarity are alive 
in Grimethorpe, where 
the memory of the Great 
Miners’ Strike of 1984-5 is 
still strong. 

Reps from Ladywood have 
been to talk to Huddersfield 
trades council, Barnsley 
trades council and Barnsley 
Momentum meetings. 

They are willing to travel 
to other meetings where they 
can explain their fight.

Anger has grown at the lack 
of intervention by Barnsley’s 
Labour-run council.

The council leader said 
the council could not inter-
vene because schools set and 

control their own budgets
The strikers were set to 

hold a lobby outside the next 
council meeting on Thursday 
of this week.

That will mark the 40th 
day of their strike. 

The union has emailed all 
councillors with details of the 

dispute and asking them to 
speak to strikers at the lobby. 

Following the lobby the 
strikers will lead a demon-
stration through Barnsley 
to a rally in the shopping 
centre. 
lSend solidaritry messages to 
branchoffice@ 
unisonbarnsleylg.org 
Join the council lobby 9.30am, 
Thurs 29 Nov, Barnsley Town 
Hall, S70 2TA

nTRAFFIC WARDENS in 
Camden, north London, plan 
another strike over pay. 

Around 120 Unison union 
members are set to stage 
a two week walkout from 
6 December.

The traffic wardens—
officially known as civil 
enforcement officers—are 
fighting for an hourly rate of 
£11.15.

They’re outsourced from 
Camden council to private 
company NSL. 

The workers struck for five 
days in October, and brought 
the boroughs parking service 
to its knees. 

Traffic wardens’ strikes 
have won better pay before. 

T o  w i n ,  t h e  p r e s -
sure must be kept up on 
 penny-pinching  outsourcers. 
lTo send solidarity messages 
or to arrange for a striker to 
come to speak at your meeting 
email unison@camden.gov.uk 

FIGHTING THE CUTS 

‘Broken Britain’ tour to 
call for radical alternative
THE “BRITAIN is broken” 
campaign, an initiative of 
the People’s Assembly, was 
set to launch on Wednesday 
this week.

Speakers included 
Richard Burgon MP, Lindsey 
German from the People’s 
Assembly and Alex Kenny, 
an NEU education union 
executive member. 

Lauren Townsend from 
the TGI Fridays strike was 
also due to speak.

Organisers said, 
“Austerity isn’t over—in fact 
it’s getting worse and it’s 
about to get much worse.

“And it’s not just that life 
is getting harder either. It’s 
actually getting shorter.

 “Austerity has now had 
such an impact that life 
expectancy is in decline.” 

They added, “The Tories 
need to be out of office 
before any more damage is 
done.”

Following the launch 
there will be a national 
speaking tour and building 
for a national mass 
mobilisation in spring 2019.
lWednesday 28 November, 
7pm, London Irish Centre, 
London NW1 9XB.

Protests after bank stops 
benefit claimants renting 
HOUSING activists protested 
outside NatWest branches 
in seven cities last Saturday 
in response to the bank 
targeting housing benefit 
claimants. 

NatWest and other 
banks have clauses in 
some buy‑to‑let mortgages 
that prohibit prospective 
landlords from taking on 
tenants on benefits. 

Protesters were 
demanding that NatWest 
drop the clause. 

The demonstrations 
were called in response to 
a woman being told by the 
bank she must evict a tenant 
who claimed housing benefit.

Some 30 people gathered 
outside the NatWest branch 
in Stratford, east London, as 
part of the London Renters’ 
Union mobilisation. 

“NatWest’s policy puts 
people into vulnerable 
positions because it forces 
them to take whatever they 
can get,” protester Ali told 
Socialist Worker. “One of our 
members is on benefits. She 

was told last week that in 
order to be eligible to rent 
she would have to pay six 
month’s rent in advance.

“This isn’t just about bad 
landlords being mean—
NatWest write it into the 
contracts so it’s systematic.”

Protesters occupied the 
Newcastle and Manchester 
branches. 

The bank announced it 
would review the contracts 
just before the protests.

There should be no limits 
to who has access to housing. 
And at the same time, 
activists need to fight for 
council housing and for all 
that is out of the control of 
private landlords.

nHOUSING campaigners are 
gearing up for a conference 
in London on 8 December. 

The Safe, Secure Homes 
for All event, organised by 
the Homes for All campaign, 
is a chance to discuss the 
fightback. 
lGo to Facebook event  
Safe, Secure Homes for All

SOLIDARITY ON the picket line in Grimethorpe 

HOUSING 

Outside NatWest in Stratford Picture: Guy Smallman

Richard Burgon MP 

COMMUNICATION WORKERS 

Post office workers could 
deliver a Christmas strike
CROWN POST Office workers 
were to begin balloting for 
strikes on Christmas Eve 
from Friday of this week.

Bosses refused to 
give workers their usual 
Christmas Eve early finish.

Ballot results are set to 
be announced on Monday 
10 December, leaving the 
union just enough time to 
give notice for a strike on 
Christmas Eve.

The ballot comes as Crown 
Post Office workers were also 
set to take part in a day of 
protests against privatisation 
on Saturday of this week. 

Post Office bosses want to 
sell 74 flagship Post Offices 
to WHSmith—affecting as 
many as 800 jobs.

nMembers of the CWU union 
working for the BT telecoms 
company were taking part 

in a week of protests across 
Britain this week. 

They are fighting plans 
by BT bosses to outsource 
hundreds of facilities services 
workers.

Bosses want to transfer 
some 1,700 workers, who 
perform jobs such as catering 
and maintenance at BT 
offices, to private companies 
CBRE and ISS. 

Workers fear this could 
lead to attacks on their terms 
and conditions—and more 
outsourcing for other BT 
workers.

Strikes are the best way to 
stop outsourcing.

CWU members protested 
at BT sites in Doncaster and 
central London last week. 

More protests were set 
to take place in London, 
Leicester and Sevenoaks this 
week.

PCS UNION

Janice Godrich wins vote 
INTERIM RESULTS of a 
ballot among left wing PCS 
union activists to choose 
their candidate for assistant 
general secretary (AGS) were 
revealed on Sunday.

Results showed that 
Janice Godrich, who Socialist 
Worker backed, won the vote 
among members of PCS Left 
Unity with 167 votes. 

The other candidate, 
current AGS Chris Baugh, got 
139 votes. 

The vote indicates support 
among activists for a 
candidate who has said she 
wants to continue the PCS’s 
national pay campaign. 

Left activists now have to 
unite to build the campaign 
to smash the Tories’ pay cap.

RAIL WORKERS 

Walkout for safety on trains 
NORTHERN AND South 
Western Railway workers 
walked out last Saturday, 
reducing both networks to a 
fraction of the regular service.

The RMT union members 
are fighting for an end to 
driver only operation (DOO) 
trains. Strikers want a second 
safety‑trained member of 

staff on board at all times. 
The strike last Saturday 

strike was the last day of 
action for South Western 
Railway workers, who have 
taken seven days of strike 
since 23 October. 

Northern guards plan to 
strike every Saturday until 
the end of the year. 
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 May’s frantic fight    
 in Brexit deal vote
It will be a battle to get the agreement through 
parliament, writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans
THERESA MAY and big busi-
ness are desperately trying 
to whip MPs into backing 
the Tory Brexit deal.

Time is running out for 
the Tory prime minister. May 
will put her European Union 
(EU) Withdrawal Agreement 
to a parliamentary vote in 
less than two weeks’ time on 
Tuesday 11 December.

May was boxed in from all 
sides as she embarked on her 
tour of Britain on Monday to 
drum up support for the deal. 

A growing number of 
right wing Tory backbench-
ers have said that they will 
vote against the “surrender 
document”.

And the bigots of the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP), which props up the 
Tory government, have said 
they won’t support it.

May was reduced to an 
unsuccessful bid to win over 
Labour MPs in a special brief-
ing on Monday night. 

The deal is a bosses and 
bigots’ charter—MPs should 

vote it down. Big business is 
desperate to remain in the 
racist, neoliberal EU because 
it protects profits.

While bosses see the with-
drawal agreement as a poor 
compromise, it gives them 
just enough assurances.

Crucially the Tory deal 
keeps the EU single market’s 
competition and state-aid 
rules for a 21-month tran-
sition period after Britain 

leaves in March 2019. And 
corporations are already 
pushing for these rules to be 
written into British law when 
it ends.

Under s ingle market 
rules a Jeremy Corbyn-led 
Labour government would 
be allowed to national-
ise individual rail or utility 
companies.

Yet they would have to 
remain in competition with 
other private firms. 

The single market bans 
governments from national-
ising a whole industry and 
running it as a public service.

The Tory deal is a launch-
pad for further racist attacks 
on migrants’ rights. 

Bureaucratic
It ends freedom of movement 
and will make the three mil-
lion EU migrants already in 
Britain pay to stay and jump 
through bureaucratic hoops 
for residents’ rights. 

If the deal doesn’t go 
through the first time, there’s 
nothing to stop May from 
making MPs vote on it a 
second time.

Some Labour MPs see that 
as an opportunity to push for 
a “People’s Vote”.

Many people back a second 
referendum out of disgust 
at May and vile reaction-
ary Brexiteers such as Jacob 
Rees-Mogg. 

But the People’s Vote cam-
paign is led by big business 
and Blairite “centrists” who 
offer no solution to austerity 
or racism. 

And the EU, with its 
neoliberal rules and racist 
borders that drown refugees, 
is no progressive alternative. 

The real alternative is to 
force a general election and 
boot out May and the whole 
Tory regime of cuts and 
privatisation. 

And the left should argue 
for a socialist, anti-racist 
Brexit that says “No to the 
single market” and “Yes to 
freedom of movement”.

‘No to the bosses’ club’
OVER 250 people joined 
a meeting on Corbyn, the 
labour movement and a 
People’s Brexit in central 
London last Thursday.

Speakers included 
Labour MP Graham 
Stringer, Guardian 
journalist Larry Elliot, 
socialist academic Costas 
Lapavitsas and Lindsey 
German from Counterfire.

Everyone was united 
behind the message 
that the EU is a bosses’ 
club that stands for the 
few, not the many.

But some asked if 
freedom of movement 
for EU migrants 
undermined wages, 
terms and conditions. 

Socialist economist 
Grace Blakeley argued 

for a Brexit that breaks 
from the EU’s single 
market and defends 
migrants’ rights. 

She called for 
“limits on the 
movement of capital 
and continued free 
movement of people”.

THERESA MAY looks set to struggle to get the deal voted through parliament  

Arguments over Gibraltar rock talks
BRITAIN’S RULE of 
Gibraltar has become 
another flashpoint in 
the Tory Brexit crisis.

Theresa May agreed 
that the British possession 
in southern Spain might 
not be part of a future 
free trade agreement 
after Britain leaves the 
European Union (EU) 
in March of next year. 

The Spanish 
government had 
threatened to veto any 
future Brexit agreement 
if it didn’t have a say 
over Gibraltar. 

May’s 
concession 
meant that 
the EU’s 

 
 
 

27 governments endorsed 
the Tory deal last week. 

But it has further boxed 
her in between right wing 
Tory Brexit supporters. 

Control
The Tory right has made 
clear that it will not accept 
Britain giving up any 
control over Gibraltar. It’s 
similarly incensed that 
British-ruled Northern 
Ireland could remain part 

of the EU customs 
arrangement.

May’s 
concession 

will only 

make them ramp up 
this sort of nationalist 
posturing.

A British and Dutch 
Fleet first seized 
Gibraltar during an 18th 
century war to prevent a 
potential joint kingdom 
of Spain and France.

It was officially granted 
to Britain under the Treaty 
of Utrecht in 1713.

It became a useful 
military and trading 
outpost as Britain grew 
as an imperial power in 
the aftermath of the war.

While Britain has 
long ceased to be a 
world power, British 
bosses still use Gibraltar 

as a tax haven.
The British have 

no right to rule 
over Gibraltar. 

The People’s Brexit meeting

BACK STORY
Parliament is set to vote 
on May’s Brexit deal on  
Tuesday 11 December
lMost bankers and 
bosses like the withdrawal 
agreement
lThat’s because it binds 
Britain to the single 
market rules until 2021
lThe rich are worried 
about a no deal Brexit
lIt’s the latest element in 
the Tories’ Brexit crisis 

Gibraltar is another flashpoint for the Tory Brexit crisis
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