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 NO TO TOMMY ROBINSON FRANCE 

‘Yellow Vests’ 
protesters rattle 
government 
PROTESTS THAT exploded 
across France forced the 
government into retreat on 
Tuesday. But the concessions 
may be too little, too late.

Prime minister Edouard 
Philippe announced that  
a planned rise in fuel tax 
would be suspended for six 
months after the Yellow Vest 
movement’s revolt.
>>Page 20

CAMMELL LAIRD

Shipyard bosses 
reeling from 
rolling strikes 
WHEN CAMMELL Laird boss 
John Syvret announced 
plans to slash 291 jobs by 
March, he hoped they would 
just be part of a growing list 
of layoffs in manufacturing. 

He didn’t reckon with the 
depth of workers’ anger at 
the shipyard.

Their strike has become a 
beacon of resistance. 
>>Pages 10&11

THEORY 

How we can take 
control from the 
establishment
JOURNALISTS and politicians 
like politics to be a game 
for a few specialists. 

They see proper politics as 
the property of the rich, and 
ordinary people as spectators.

But by taking action we 
have the power to throw them 
into crisis.
>>Pages 14&15
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  It’s expensive to  
 party like a banker 
BANK OF England boss 
Mark Carney threw a 
summer party for his 
staff costing nearly 
£100,000 complete with 
a bake-off and fun run, 
as Britain hunkered 
down ahead of Brexit.

The Governors’ Day 
event saw the Bank spend 
more than £58,000, 
excluding VAT, on food 
and drink alone at the 
annual shindig held 
in July at its sports 
ground in Roehampton, 
south west London.

Carney celebrated 
with a staff bake-off 
competition for charity, as 
well as a fun run, treasure 
hunt, bouncy castle and 
performance from the 
Bank’s choir and band.

It cost £95,674, in total.
Carney racked up more 

than £50,000 in expenses 
between March and May.

The figures last month 
showed that Financial 
Policy Committee member 
Donald Kohn spent 
nearly £31,000 on travel 
including three return 
flights from Washington 
to London in the quarter.

Pay rises for rail boss 
higher than fare hikes
FAT CAT rail bosses 
lapped up a 6 percent 
average pay rise last year.  
     At the same time  
passengers have been hit 
by news of a  
3 percent hike to 
fares next year.

The pay rise 
comes from accounts 
of 13 companies 
that run Britain’s 
biggest networks.

The  
highest-paid bosses of 
private rail-operating 
franchises earned an 
average £344,000.

That is an average 
rise of £20,000—or 
6 percent—from the 
previous  
year.

The best-paid chief 
of a rail and transport 
group was Go-Ahead’s 
David Brown, on £1.2 
million last year. 

That is up a 
whopping 50 percent 
on a year earlier. 

Solidarity with 
prisoners over 
the holidays    
AS THE holiday season 
approaches, Socialist 
Worker asks readers to 
write to political prisoners 
and those who have 
suffered at the hands 
of the system to show 
solidarity.

When you write to 
prisoners, please enclose 
a stamped addressed 
envelope so that they can 
reply.

Brendan McConville 
Roe 4 C7604
HMP Maghaberry
Old Road
Upper Ballinderry, Lisburn
BT28 2PT
John Paul Wootton
HMP Maghaberry
Old Road
Upper Ballinderry, Lisburn
BT28 2PT
For more information on the 
Craigavon Two go to  
is.gd/PozCMk 

Ross MacPherson  
A6791AD
HMP Belmarsh
Western Way
Thamesmead
London
SE28 0EB
For more information go to 
is.gd/c20ZZA 

Kevan Thakrar   
A4907AE
HMP Whitemoor
Long Hill Road
March
PE15 0PR
For more information go to  
justiceforkevan.org

John Bowden
A5026DM
HMP Warren Hill
Grove Road
Hollesley
Woodbridge
IP12 3BF
For more information go to  
is.gd/8vdNcT 

Naweed Ali
A0531CJ
HMP Frankland
Brasside
Durham
DH1 5YD
Khobaib Hussain
A0537CJ
HMP Long Lartin
South Littleton
Evesham
WR11 8TZ
Mohibur Rahman
A3480AZ
HMP Full Sutton
Stamford Bridge
YO4 1PS
Tahir Aziz  
A8301DV
HMP Whitemoor
Long Hill Road
March
PE15 0PR
For more information go to  
mojuk.org.uk/Orphans/brum-
four.html and is.gd/2k4mEg

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘It’s a tough time’
An understatement from 
Theresa May

‘Yes, at a human 
level, because 
leadership is 
a lonely place, 
and that can be 
difficult. I think 
that people 
working very 
hard and doing 
their best should 
be respected’
Jeremy Corbyn, when asked if 
he had sympathy for the prime 
minister

‘You cannot 
chant in the same 
slogan cut taxes 
and build more 
schools’ 
President Emmanuel Macron 
of France confronts  
anti-government protesters 

‘Sounds like a 
great deal for the 
EU’
Donald Trump throws Theresa 
May’s Brexit plan under a bus

‘Rewarding 
the captain of 
the Titanic for 
jumping ship’ 
Manuel Cortes, head of the 
TSSA union, on a CBE to Mark 
Carne, ex-Network Rail boss
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lIT’S NOT often that the third 
longest word in English is aired. 

Antidisestablishmentarianism 
means being against the Church of 
England separating from the state. 
Government spokesman Lord Young 
used it when peers debated the 
issue. The second longest word is 
Floccinaucinihilipilification—estimating 
something worthless—bit like the Lords.

  £65,000,000 for Trump to  
 play golf watched by cops
THE US Secret Service 
has allocated more than 
£70,000 for golf cart 
rentals in South Florida 
this winter, apparently 
to protect president 
Donald Trump.

According to fed-
eral spending data, the 
agency is set to pay a 
Delray Beach company 
as much as £72,845 
between now and June 
for  an  unspec i f i ed 
number of “golf carts”.

So far , Maddox Joines 
Inc has received £25,312 
of the potential total. 

How many other, sim-
ilar contracts have been 
issued to rent golf carts 
for the Secret Service at 
other Trump properties is 
unknown. 

Previous golf cart rent-
als at Trump’s US clubs 
have so far cost 

£236,000. Several 
Secret Service agents 
follow Trump in the 
carts every time he 
plays golf.

As president he 
has done that 154 
times, or more than 
20  percent of the days 
since he took office. 

All golf carts used 
by Trump’s security 
detail must be modi-
fied to go at least 19 
mph—about 5 mph 
faster than a standard 
non-special ops cart.

Trump’s total golf 
expenses—including 
the cost of his Secret 
Service detail—cur-
rently stand at an esti-
mated £65 million.

Over a million of 
that has been to play 
golf at Turnberry in 
Scotland.

nTHE I newspaper ran a story about 
the resignation of Kate Osamor, 

Labour’s former shadow international 
development secretary. She was 
accused of misleading the public over 
her knowledge of drugs charges against 
her son. But its picture above the story 
was not Osamor but Peterborough MP 
Fiona Onasanya. It’s almost like black 
people all look the same to the press.



IN BRIEF
 More workers  
 are in poverty
A FIFTH of the population 
in Britain is in poverty 
according to the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation 
charity—and some four 
million are workers. 

The charity said poverty 
for people in work is rising 
faster than employment, 
especially among parents.

 £50 million for  
 posh grammars
THE TORIES are handing 
£50 million to 16 grammar 
schools while the vast 
majority of schools face   
real-terms cuts.

The Institute for Fiscal 
Studies said funding per 
pupil in England is down by 
8 percent in real terms since 
2010.

 Food fears over  
 benefit rollout
UNIVERSAL CREDIT (UC) 
was set to be rolled out to 
more areas across Britain on 
Wednesday. In Merseyside 
food banks have begun to 
stockpile donations.

Fans Supporting 
Foodbanks charity founder 
Dave Kelly said food bank 
use was now an “epidemic”.

 Children miss  
 out on support
OFSTED HAS condemned the 
“national scandal” of children 
with special educational 
needs being denied support.

The schools inspectorate 
said over 4,000 children 
in England with official 
education, health and care 
plans received no support at 
all in 2017. That’s five times 
more than in 2010.

 Crisis for Theresa May as  
 vote on Brexit deal looms
by CHARLIE KIMBER

NOBODY AT the top of society 
knows what will happen in British 
politics in the next two weeks—
including Theresa May. A crisis 
has struck at the heart of the  
government and the Tories.

MPs began a five-day debate on 
the government’s proposed Brexit 
deal on Tuesday. It is likely to be 
defeated in a vote on 11 December.  

May has met MPs in small groups 
in an effort to persuade them to back 
her deal, but without success.

One normally loyal Tory said  
afterwards, “Theresa just said all the 
same things again. It was very flat, 
and she persuaded none of us.”

Some analysts predict May will 
lose by 200 votes—or even 400—
in the Commons. The bigots of the 
Democratic Unionist Party that sus-
tain the government have deserted 
it, and almost 100 Tory MPs have 
declared they won’t back the deal.

It’s hard to see how May could 
survive such a shattering defeat, 
although she has struggled on in 
the past.

She hopes that predictions of 
 economic devastation if there is not 
a deal might panic enough MPs into 
eventually accepting her plan.

Unemployment
A Bank of England report last week 
said that, in the worst case scenario, 
unemployment could double and 
inflation rise to 6.5 percent.

There is undoubtedly an element of 
“Project Fear” at work. But, regardless 
of what happens over Brexit, many 
commentators are predicting another 
global lurch downwards soon.

The most likely result next week 
is that May loses and Labour moves 
a vote of no confidence in the 
government. 

But most people don’t think it will 
win. Instead Labour is increasingly 

moving towards arguing for a second 
referendum (see page 5) as the “real-
istic” option.

What’s utterly missing from all the 
debates is the interests and interven-
tion of ordinary people. 

May’s deal preserves European 
Union (EU) regulations to protect big 
business and limit nationalisation, 
and it includes more anti-migrant 
laws. No socialist could support such 
a vision. 

Instead there should be active 
mobi l i sa t ion  to  demand an  
anti-austerity and anti-racist Brexit 
deal. 

And it has to be linked to demands 
such as to scrap Universal Credit, 

fund the NHS, raise wages and ben-
efits, and fund education. For as long 
as the Brexit debate is about parlia-
mentary manoeuvres, the Tories, if 
not May, have hopes of survival. Yet 
Labour and the unions have made no 
call to protest or demonstrate.

At a time of the greatest politi-
cal crisis for decades, they mobilise 
nothing.

The argument has to be removed 
from the dusty sphere of mainstream 
politics and taken to the streets and 
the workplaces.

Vote Down May’s Deal—Protest, 
Tuesday 11 December, 5pm-9pm, 
Parliament Square, London. Hosted by 
Owen Jones

BACK STORY
Theresa May is fighting to get her 
Brexit deal backed in parliament
lRows over Brexit have led to 
deep splits in the Tory party and 
have caused a crisis for May
lHer deal keeps European Union 
rules that help the bosses while 
clamping down more on migrants
lShe is likely to be voted down 
but the weakened Tories could still 
struggle on in office
lLabour and the unions are failing 
to call the kind of mobilisations 
that could drive the Tories out

IN THIS WEEK

 2010
Student protest 
humiliates cops
FURIOUS protests saw 
students take over 
sections of central 
London on 9 December.

Students and others 
were protesting against 
rises to university tuition 
fees. Some broke into 
the Treasury and fought 
mounted cops.

THERESA MAY being grilled on the This Morning show over Brexit  Picture:  Number 10/Flickr

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5620 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. We are asking 
everyone who enjoys Socialist Worker 
to donate as much as they can and 
help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

101,143

Socialist Worker’s coverage 
and support to fight racism and 
Islamophobia is much valued 
by the people of Rotherham 
and Yorkshire. 

It played a central and active 
role in the Rotherham 12 
victory and its contribution has 

been crucial in helping to  
build a movement to stop  
the far right and fascism. 
Taiba Yasseen
Labour councillor (pc)  
and Rotherham 12 
campaigner
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Halt the rise 
of Robinson 
street army 
with unity
As the far right gains in confidence, 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans argues that 
the left must unite to defeat it

NAZI FIGUREHEAD Tommy 
Robinson has cal led on his 
supporters to march against 
the “Great Brexit Betrayal” in 
central London this Sunday,  
9 December. 

He hopes to use the Tories’ Brexit 
crisis to grow the far right.

The march is backed by Ukip 
leader Gerard Batten and other 
prominent far right figures.

Anti-fascists were pushing for 
a united demonstration against 
Robinson as Socialist Worker went 
to press on Tuesday.

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
and Unite Against Fascism (UAF) 
have moved their counter-dem-
onstration to BBC Broadcasting 
House. It is backed by the Muslim 
Association of Britain and the 
Democracy for Brazil UK group.

Labour left group Momentum, 
the Stop Trump Coalition, women’s 
groups and others will also gather 
outside the BBC on Portland Place.

Opposing
SUTR said, “The united counter 
demonstration is for all anti-fas-
cists, regardless of their positions on 
Leave/Remain on Brexit. Its focus is 
opposing Tommy Robinson, fascism 
and racism.

“Join us to say no to racism and 
no to fascism and stop this fascist 

seeking to exploit May’s crisis to 
build his far right street movement. 

“We have to come together to 
stop him.” 

The anti-fascist counter-dem-
onstration will march to Whitehall 
where the fascists and racists plan 
to hold a rally.

It comes after Batten appointed 
Robinson as a personal adviser on 
rape gangs and prison reform. 

When the far right talk of “rape 
gangs” it is code for pushing the 
racist smear that Muslim or Asian 
“culture” is responsible for sexual 
abuse. 

Batten has pulled Ukip in a far 

BACK STORY
The far right is in flux
lFollowing the Manchester 
bombing a new group emerged, 
the Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance (DFLA)
lStand Up To Racism was key 
to exposing the DFLA as an 
organisation with an increasingly 
racist focus
lTommy Robinson has become 
increasingly rehabilitated in the 
context of a resurgent far right
lNow Robinson and elements of 
Ukip are testing out an alliance 

right direction. He has repeatedly 
spoken at fascist-organised rallies, 
described Islam as a “death cult” 
and pushed antisemitic conspiracy 
theories. 

But Batten has also suffered 
a kickback from Ukip’s tradi-
tional  conservative wing, which 
wants to focus on Brexit and racist 
 scapegoating of migrants. 

For them, the open association 
with fascists is a step too far.

This wing tried to push through 
no confidence votes among Ukip 
MEPs and the party’s national exec-
utive committee last week. Ukip 
said that the national executive 

“voted overwhelmingly” against 
the motion. But it also refused to 
endorse Robinson’s appointment 
and headed off Batten’s long term 
ambition to welcome Robinson as a 
party member. 

Former members of the fascist 
British National Party and English 
Defence League are banned from 
joining the Ukip. 

Robinson was a member of the 
BNP and a co-founder of the EDL. 

Batten’s embrace of Robinson is 
another sign of the growing links 
between the fascists, racist populists 
and traditional conservatives. 

The march this coming Sunday 

will bring together groups from 
across the far right.

Anti-fascist unity is crucial to push 
back the resurgent forces of the far 
right in Britain. 

A big, united demonstration on 
Sunday can help build a movement 
that can confront the Nazis and break 
their confidence on the streets.
Go to Facebook event Oppose Tommy 
Robinson in London—unite against 
racism & fascism

On other pages...
Why European Union values are 
 racist to their core  >>Page 15

Vicious racist lies exposed
TOMMY Robinson’s 
racist lies about Jamal, 
a Syrian refugee 
school student, 
unravelled last week.

The Nazi figurehead 
was forced to admit 
that he shared “fake 
news” about the   
15 year old.

Footage showed 
another pupil 
at Almondbury 
Community School in 
Huddersfield, South 
Yorkshire, grab Jamal 

by the throat. 
The attacker had 

shared Robinson and 
Britain First posts on 

his Facebook page.
Robinson tried 

to capitalise on the 
attack. 

He posted a video 
saying that Jamal 
had attacked other 
children. 

But he was later 
forced to admit this 
was false.

Kirklees Stand Up 
To Racism has initiated 
a public statement 
calling for solidarity 
after the attack. 

Student Jamal

Nazi Tommy Robinson wants to mobilise the far right behind him

French cops 
crack down 
on migrants
FRENCH COPS have stepped up 
attempts to clear 1,500 refugees 
trapped at Britain’s border in 
Calais, northern France.

Statistics from refugee 
solidarity groups published last 
week showed the police organised 
78 camp clearances in October 
and 77 in September.

Simon Shaw, an NEU education 
union rep and teacher from east 
London, was volunteering in Calais 
last weekend. 

“There had been a clearance at 
2am the night before we came,” 
he told Socialist Worker. 

“The conditions are awful and 
cold in Calais.”  

Increase
There has been another increase 
in refugee numbers. Simon said, 
“Just as we were leaving another 
200 people arrived so we had to 
dash back to the warehouse and 
do another distribution.

“The CRS riot police have been 
concentrating on the Yellow Vest 
movement, so refugees have been 
using it as an opportunity to cross 
the channel.”

Stand Up To Racism and 
Care4Calais have organised 
another solidarity delegation for 
this weekend.

It will bring vital supplies and 
donations. 

But it is also about raising 
political solidarity and building 
a movement that can force the 
Tories to open the border and let 
the refugees in. 

Hundreds protest to close 
Yarl’s Wood refugee prison
HUNDREDS OF people gathered 
outside Yarl’s Wood immigration 
detention centre in Bedfordshire 
last Saturday. 

They were protesting in 
solidarity with women detainees 
on hunger strike.

Around 40 women began 
the strike on Tuesday night 
of last week in protest over a 
deportation flight to Nigeria.

Fidelia from Bolivia spoke 
to Black Women’s Rape Action 
Project (BWRAP), which 

coordinates support for the 
women hunger strikers. 

“I came to the UK for 
safety as my life was 
threatened by drug 
gangs after I spoke out,” 
she said. “I’ve been in 
the UK for over 11 years. 
I’m a cancer survivor 

and I need to see a 
specialist but all I’ve been 

given is paracetamol.
“I’ve been held here for seven 

months for no reason.”
One person inside the 

detention centre told the 
Detained Voices website, 

“Anywhere I go, you’ll see 
officers following me. They came 
to my room yesterday. 

“They search through my 
luggage, I don’t know what they 
are searching for. They know 
everything we are doing.”

Shadow home secretary Diane 
Abbott pledged that a Labour 
government would close Yarl’s 
Wood and Brook House centres, 
and end indefinite detention.

Anti-racists should 
demand Labour shut down 
all the detention centres, end 
deportations and give asylum 
seekers indefinite leave to 
remain. 

WE NEED thousands out to stop the fascists in their tracks, as on previous Stand Up To Racism demonstrations  Picture: Guy Smallman

UNITY PROTEST
Assemble 11am,  
Sunday 9 
December, BBC 
Broadcasting 
House, 
Portland 
Place, 
W1A 1AA. 
Nearest Tube is 
Oxford Street  

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

‘PEOPLE’S VOTE’ IS A BAD 
ALTERNATIVE FOR LABOUR

 J
EREMY CORBYN is 
inching towards backing a 
second referendum over 
Brexit. His ally shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell 

said that a so-called “People’s 
Vote” was inevitable if Theresa 
May’s Brexit deal is voted down.

At a shadow cabinet meeting 
only Richard Burgon and Ian 
Lavery warned against Labour 
supporting a second referendum. 

Previously McDonnell accurately 
said that Labour was “walking its 
own tightrope” over Brexit.

Labour’s first balancing act over 
Brexit is electoral. 

While around two thirds of 
those who voted Labour at the 
last general election voted Remain, 
a significant minority voted Leave. 

And, amid Corbyn’s impressive 
gains in the election, Labour did 
lose Mansfield, Walsall North 
and Stoke-on-Trent South to the 
Tories. They are all working class, 
Leave-voting constituencies. 

A left wing manifesto and class 
politics helped Corbyn’s Labour 
cut across the Leave/Remain divide. 

Yet now it looks as if Labour is 
about to shift decisively in favour 
of a second referendum with 
“Remain” as an option.

McDonnell is performing a 

second, much more fundamental 
balancing act—between the 
interests of workers and bosses.

Labour seeks to implement 
progressive reforms, but its 
method for winning changes 
is based on using the existing 
capitalist state. So Labour comes 
under pressure to prove it’s 
responsible to run the state and 
rule in the “national interest”. 

That’s why McDonnell was 
meek in front of City fat cats last 
month. “What you’ll get from us is 
certainty,” he told them. 

“If you don’t like the policies 
we’re using to achieve our 
objectives, if there’s another way 
of achieving those objectives, 
let me know and we’ll discuss 

them.” Big business is desperate 
to remain in the racist, neoliberal 
European Union (EU) because it 
protects its profits. The EU’s single 
market rules on competition 
and state aid can block left wing 
policies such as nationalisation.

So hinting that Labour will 
support a “People’s Vote” is part 
of McDonnell’s charm offensive 
on business. This is a disastrous 
strategy for the left. 

Many people want a “People’s 
Vote” for legitimate reasons. They 
are disgusted at reactionary Tory 
Brexiteers, such as Boris Johnson 
and Jacob Rees-Mogg. 

They fear for their EU migrant 
workmates and see the far right 
mobilising on the streets.

Yet the leadership of the 
“People’s Vote” campaign is made 
up of big business and right wing 
liberals. Blairites such as Chuka 
Umunna offer no alternative to 
austerity and racism, and nor does 
the EU.

Labour should not tie itself to 
a campaign led by big business—
which will seek to undermine a 
Corbyn government. 

The left should fight for a 
general election to dump the 
Tory regime and for a Brexit that 
benefits working people. 

RIOTS ROCK OUR RULERS
 RIOTS IN France pushed the 

government to retreat on 
a fuel tax rise this week. 

The furious protests showed the 
power that ordinary people can 
have when they take action.

Mainstream politicians are 
outraged but they are also scared. 

They try to demonise rioters as 
mindless, violent criminals on the 
edges of society because they are 
terrified of the truth.

It isn’t some fringe minority that 
riots, it is ordinary people. They 
often feel they have no other way 

to make their voices heard—and 
they have a point. 

Time after time, people 
campaign only to be ignored by 
those at the top.

For all the talk of “violent” 
rioters, it’s the cops who meted 
out the violence. 

And while politicians denounce 
riots, they preside over a violent 
system.  When riots happen, 
ordinary people take action for 
themselves. 

They can win important gains. 
The Poll Tax riot in 1990 marked 

the end of hated Tory prime 
minister Margaret Thatcher for 
example.

But the state will organise in 
the aftermath to punish those 
who take part and to ramp up 
repressive measures.

Socialist Worker is on the side of 
ordinary people fighting back. We 
need more people taking action 
against the system, not fewer. 

And we also need to fight to 
end a system where ordinary 
people’s voices are usually 
unheard.

Labour should not 
tie itself to the 
big businesses 
which will seek to 
undermine it

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 
SIMON BASKETTER
ANALYSIS 
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 George HW Bush— 
 a killer and a crook
THE FAWNING praise of the life and legacy of the now 
deceased mass murderer George HW Bush was as 
predictable as it was tedious.

According to one television obituary Bush enjoyed 
“wearing socks”. His dog Sully looked sad at the funeral. 

Some of this is because people want to suggest that 
anyone is better than Donald Trump. But if the best 
alternative to Trump is a blood-soaked, died-in-the-wool 
imperialist, descended from a line of ruling class crooks then 
we are in real trouble.

Bush was born to a very affluent, establishment east coast 
family. His grandfather was a banker who became president 
of the US Golf Association. His father was a Republican 
senator. 

A political rival once quipped that Bush was born with a 
silver spoon so far down his throat “that you couldn’t get it 
out with a crowbar”.

Bush mocked what he called “the vision thing” in politics. 
His was the politics of cynical entitlement. So when Bush 
first stood for office as the Republican’s Senate candidate 
in Texas in 1964, he opposed the Civil Rights Act as an 
infringement on freedom.

He was a key part of a long-term Republican strategy to 
encourage racism to undercut the base of the Democrats in 
the Southern states.

So on abortion he moved from pro-choice to staunchly 
anti-choice as the religious right offered votes. Inevitably he 
recently faced allegations that he had sexually harassed a 
number of young women throughout his career. 

It is no surprise that Republican president and crook 
Richard Nixon liked and promoted him.

Bush became director of the CIA where he was in charge 
of Operation Condor. This was the plot to overthrow the left 
in central and Southern America by training, arming and 
encouraging brutal right wing violence.

Bush ducked blame for the 1986 Iran-Contra scandal. He 
claimed not to have known that the proceeds of secret arms 
sales to Iran had been illegally diverted to Nicaragua’s right 
wing “Contra” rebels. He later pardoned those who were 
caught in the scandal.

Racist 
Finally making it to President Bush after a nasty racist 
campaign in 1991, he used the end of the Cold War to 
launch assaults on Panama and Iraq.

The justification was the notion that Panama’s formerly 
CIA-backed president Manuel Noriega was in league with 
malicious drug barons.

The real reason was that Noriega’s commitment to the US 
proxy war against Nicaragua’s left wing government was in 
doubt. The US wanted a more pliable government in Panama 
before administration of the strategic Panama Canal was 
handed over to the Panamanians.

So on to Operation Desert Storm, when Bush invaded Iraq 
in January 1991 supposedly to punish former client Saddam 
Hussein for attacking Kuwait.

Bush saw Iraq as a threat to US control of Middle Eastern 
oil and a welcome opportunity to flex American muscles 
without fear of Russian retaliation. 

The assault destroyed Iraqi infrastructure. In February 
1991, for example, an airstrike on an air raid shelter in the 
capital Baghdad killed at least 408 Iraqi civilians. The US 
knew it was an air raid shelter. US forces also massacred tens 
of thousands of surrendered, retreating Iraqi troops. 

The journalist Joyce Chediac said, “US planes trapped the 
long convoys by disabling vehicles in the front, and at the 
rear, and then pounded the resulting traffic jams for hours. 

“‘It was like shooting fish in a barrel,’ said one US pilot. 
“On the 60 miles of coastal highway, Iraqi military units sit 
in gruesome repose, scorched skeletons of vehicles and men 
alike, black and awful under the sun for 60 miles.”

Bush spoke of creating a “new world order”, allegedly “a 
world where the rule of law supplants the rule of the jungle 
and the strong respect the rights of the weak”. 

He also put it more simply. “The US has a new credibility,” 
he said. “What we say goes.”

Bush’s last act in office was to send 28,000 US troops to 
Somalia. 

He did his class some service.

 Climate protesters demand  
 urgent action to save planet
A march in London 
brought together 
people from different 
parties, unions and 
campaign groups, 
writes Sarah Bates

UP TO 2 ,000 peop le 
marched through central 
London last Saturday to 
demand action on climate 
change.

The “Together for climate 
justice” demonstration, organ-
ised by the Campaign Against 
Climate Change, brought 
together environmental activ-
ists, trade unionists, workers 
and students.

Yasmin told Socialist 
Worker she was demon-
strating partly because of a 
renewed focus on the issue. 

“We’ve got to make the 
most of it and put the pressure 
on the government,” she said.

Many speakers saw the 
protest as an opportunity to 
pile pressure on the Tories 
ahead of last Sunday’s COP24 
climate talks in Poland.

Clive Lewis, a Labour 
shadow treasury minister 
responsible for sustainabil-
ity, told the crowd, “Jeremy 
Corbyn and the front bench 
understand we need the 
most radical action on cli-
mate change.”

Cheers
Big cheers erupted through 
the demonstration when 
speakers mentioned the 
“School strikes 4 Climate 
Action” that swept through 
Australia last Friday.

And UCU union vice  
president Nita Sanghera said 
trade unionists had to fight 
for a “sustainable economy”.

Flags from new envi-
ronmental action group 

Extinction Rebellion were on 
the demonstration. 

Hannah spoke from the 
group, which she said now 
had 75 groups in the UK, and 
22 others globally.

“The  env i ronmenta l 
 movement has to be bold and 
we have to use every tactic in 
the toolbox”, she said.

Everyone wanted urgent 
action. Sian Berry, co-leader of 
the Green party, argued that a 

movement to “demand radical 
and bold action” was needed.

For Victoria, who had trav-
elled from Worcester, a big 
part of the solution was tack-
ling “consumption”.

Others pointed to chang-
ing the system.

Kate told Socialist Worker, 
“We need as much structural 
change as possible.

“Everyone is pushed to 
save water, and recycle—
it’s great but it’s so minimal. 
I don’t think the individual 
way is enough.”

Lots of speakers at the rally 
outside the Polish embassy 
spoke about the need to link 
the environmental movement 
to other fights.

Asad Rehman from char-
ity War on Want said, “Our 
challenge is to commit our 

climate fight to the fight for 
racial justice, gender justice 
and social justice.”

Neil Cameron from the 
No Third Runway coalition 
said that Heathrow expan-
sion would be devastating for 
communities living under its 
flightpath.

“But ultimately it’s about 
the future of the planet,” he 
said.

The demonstrat ion—
and the enthusiasm for the 
actions called by Extinction 
Rebellion—show the poten-
tial for a wider mass move-
ment to stop catastrophic cli-
mate change.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

MARCHERS IN London demanded action on climate 
change  Pictures: Guy smallman

FIGURE IT OUT
 18  metres—a ban 

on the use of 
combustible 
materials on 
buildings over 
18 metres high 
is set to come 
into effect

 72  people are 
known to have 
died due to the 
Grenfell fire

 3  private equity 
groups could 
take over 
Arconic, which 
manufactured 
the cladding 
used at Grenfell  

 Cladding firm tries to limit payouts
A BAN on the use of 
combustible materials on 
buildings over 18 metres 
high is set to come into 
force on 21 December.

Survivors group 
Grenfell United pointed 
out, “This is the first piece 
of proposed legislative 
change the government 
has put forward as a 
result of the Grenfell 
Tower fire.”

Flammable material 
should not be used on any 
building, including those 
under 18 metres high.

Meanwhile, Arconic the 
firm that manufactured 
the flammable cladding 

used at Grenfell, is being 
looked at by three private 
equity groups as a possible 
takeover target. But some 
bosses are trying to evade 
responsibility for the 
Grenfell disaster. Arconic’s 
main investor is the hedge 
fund Elliott Management. 

It is in talks with the 
potential buyers over how 
to avoid liabilities as a 
result of compensation 
claims relating to the fire.

“If Arconic is trying to 
wriggle out of its liabilities 
in order to limit payments 
to Grenfell Tower victims, 
this is a disgrace,” said 
Labour MP David Lammy.Campaigning for justice
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 Teachers refuse to cross  
 lines in John Roan strike
GMB union members are striking against academisation and teachers have 
joined them despite a legal challenge to their strike, says Sadie Robinson
GMB UNION members at The 
John Roan school in Greenwich, 
south east London, struck last 
Thursday against a plan to turn 
the school into an academy. 

And many NEU union members 
at the school refused to cross their 
picket lines and struck unofficially 
alongside them.

Workers are furious at a plan for 
the UST academy chain to take over 
the school. The chain has already 
threatened to make cuts after it is 
set to take over in January.

Striking cleaner Margaret told 
Socialist Worker, “I’m striking to 
keep my job and stop the company 
from taking over the school.”

Evelyn, another cleaner, agreed. 
“We don’t want an academy,” she 
told Socialist Worker. “They’ve said 
they want to reduce staff and make 
redundancies. It might also affect 
things like our pensions.”

There was a huge turnout on the 
picket line. Passing vehicles hooted 
their horns in support of the action. 
Strikers know that academisa-
tion will be bad for workers and 
children.

Mealtime supervisor and parent 
Jenny said an academy takeover 
could threaten vulnerable chil-
dren. “My son has special needs 
and is in a wheelchair,” she told 
Socialist Worker. “He relies on a lot 
of support. 

“But when parents met Graeme 
Price from UST and asked about 
future provision, he said there will 
be cuts.”

Cleaning
They also oppose it because they 
don’t want to work for a private 
firm. As cleaning supervisor Tammy 
said, “I came to work here because 
it was working for a local authority, 
not a contractor where you can get 
moved around. 

“UST has said it will make a  
10 percent reduction in support 
staff.”

GMB branch president Steve 
Oakes said workers plan a  
three-day strike from next 
Tuesday, 11 December. 

NEU members had planned 
to strike, but the union sus-
pended the action fol-
lowing a threat of legal 
action from Labour-run 
Greenwich council.

Tammy said, “You 
expect this kind of 
thing from the Tories. 
But it’s a bit below the 
belt from Labour.”

Some NEU mem-
bers respected the 
picket lines and struck 
anyway. John Roan 

NEU rep Kirstie Paton told strikers, 
“This is a very important precedent. 
An injury to one is an injury to all.”

NEU national executive committee  
(NEC) members Alex Kenny and 
Jess Edwards brought solidarity for 
the NEU members refusing to cross 
the picket line.

“We stand with you,” said Alex. 
“A union cannot tell its members 
not to cross a picket line. But what 
I’m saying to you is, NEU NEC mem-
bers stand right behind you.”

He pledged that the union would 
try to make sure workers refusing to 
cross wouldn’t lose out financially. 
And he said the NEU hoped to be 
back out on strike in the future. 
“The NEU isn’t backing away from 
this fight,” he said.

“It’s a campaign we must win.”
Jess told the pickets that the 
fight at John Roan is “inspir-

ing”. “Every fight against 
an academy is worth 
fighting,” she said.

Academies are a scam 
to allow big businesses to 
get their hands on valuable 
land and assets. They are 
a way of entrenching pri-
vate interests in key ser-
vices. Workers are right to 
oppose them.
Send messages of solidarity 
to Steve.oakes@royalgreen-
wich.gov.uk and Green-
wichnut@outlook.com 

MANY TEACHERS refused to cross other workers’ picket lines at John Roan school Pictures: Guy smallman

Anti-academies round-up
PARENTS AND trade 
unionists in Wakefield, West 
Yorkshire, have launched a 
campaign to stop Mackie 
Hill primary school from 
becoming an academy.

The Department for 
Education has recommended 
the school become an 
academy. The plan follows 
major failings by the 
Wakefield City Academies 
Trust in the area.

Over 90 people attended 
a public meeting on Monday 
to launch a campaign to 
defend Mackie Hill.

nNEARLY 1,000 people have 
signed a petition against The 
Barclay School in Stevenage 
being turned into an academy.

A Multi Academy Trust 
is set to take over the 
school in January. 

Parent Amanda Feagan 
who started the petition said, 
“Turning the school into an 
academy is making it private. 

“I didn’t choose this—I sent 
my children to a state school.”
Go to Hands Off Barclay on Facebook

nPARENTS IN Lewes, Sussex, 
are opposing plans to convert 
six schools in and around the 
town into academies. Hundreds 
joined a public meeting on 
Tuesday of last week. Over 450 
people have signed a petition 
calling to scrap the plan. 

The schools affected are 
Lewes Priory School, Iford and 
Kingston CE Primary School, 
Wallands CP School, Southover 
CE Primary School, Western 
Road CP School and South 
Malling CE Primary School.
Sign the petition at bit.ly/Sussex-
Academy

nPEOPLE PACKED a meeting 
at Waltham Abbey town 
hall in Essex on Monday to 
oppose the academisation of 
Waltham Holy Cross Primary 
School. Net Academy Trust 
is the proposed sponsor. 

Parents claim an Ofsted 
report, which placed the school 
in special measures, was flawed. 
They say Net was already in 
talks about taking over the 
school before it was released.

People argued for protests.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Camden traffic 
wardens strike 
for better pay
CAMDEN TRAFFIC wardens were 
preparing to return to the picket 
lines this week. 

Around 120 Unison union 
members were set to walk out 
in the north London borough for 
a 14-day strike from Thursday 
of this week. The workers are 
fighting back because bosses 
want them to live on poverty 
wages of just £10.20 an hour.

Officially known as civil 
enforcement officers, the traffic 
wardens are demanding an 
hourly rate of £11.15. 

Strikes in 2015 won them a 
three-year pay deal of £10.20 an 
hour and a promise to pay them 
25p above the London Living 
Wage. But despite the Living 
Wage rate rising, outsourcing fat 
cats won’t raise their pay.

In response, the 
predominately black workforce 
returned an overwhelming vote 
for strikes and staged a solid 
five-day strike in October.

The parking service is 
outsourced by Camden council 
to NSL. 

Traffic warden David told 
Socialist Worker that NSL was 
“a big organisation” that makes 
“lots of money”.

Offer
He said since the last strike, 
bosses had come up with a 
different offer—but because it 
affects workers’ bonuses “it’s not 
good enough, so we’ve said no 
we can’t take it”.

David said they’d escalated 
to a 14-day strike because “we 
think it will affect their income 
more”.

“They made £25 million last 
year,” he said. “We expect a lift 
and for them to give us better 
pay.”

The strike is due to take place 
in the busy Christmas shopping 
period. 

“It’s not easy to go on strike 
for two weeks but I believe it’s 
going to work—the money they 
lose will be massive,” said David.

Traffic wardens are lone 
workers for most of the time, 
and many endure racist abuse 
during work. 

On the picket line at their 
strike in October Unison 
general secretary Dave Prentis 
vowed, “We won’t leave you by 
yourself and we’ll make sure 
management know that you 
won’t back down.”

Camden traffic wardens have 
the courage and resilience to 
win their pay rise from NSL 
bosses, and their union should 
do everything in its power to 
support them. 
Sarah Bates
David’s name has been changed. 
To send solidarity messages email 
unison@camden.gov.uk 
Picket line 7am-10.30am, Camden 
Car Pound, Regis Road, NW5 3EW

7NEWS Socialist Worker  5 December 2018



 Mexico’s new left president is  
 already faced with challenges
by ALISTAIR FARROW

MEXICO’S NEW president, 
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, 
was inaugurated last Saturday.

For many of the tens of millions of 
Mexicans who live in grinding pov-
erty he represents a hope for change. 

At the same time he is con-
strained by the reality of Mexico’s 
place in the world system—pres-
sured by the neighbouring US and 
corporate interests.

Lopez Obrador has promised an 
end to corruption, no mean feat 
in a country where an estimated  
10 percent of GDP goes on corrupt 
payments. 

Included in his programme are 
limits on top civil service pay and 
a 60 percent pay cut for the pres-
ident. He also wants to challenge 
organised crime by legalising 
marijuana. 

During his inauguration cere-
mony Lopez Obrador said, “What 
we want, what we desire is to 
purify public life in Mexico. I repeat 
my commitment—I will not lie, I 
will not steal or betray the people 
of Mexico.”

A taste of how Lopez Obrador 
promises to deliver this commit-
ment was given in the period lead-
ing up to his inauguration. 

He launched a referendum on 
what to do with a new airport serv-
ing Mexico City. It decided to stop 
construction on the project, a third 
of which had been completed.

Prosecuted
A series of other referenda have 
been held or scheduled, includ-
ing on whether former presidents 
should be prosecuted for corruption.

The Economist  magazine 
bemoaned Lopez Obrador’s airport 
plan as “preventing the expansion 
of links between Mexico and the 
outside world”. 

It conveniently forgot that the 
site—Lake Texacoco—supports 
an aquifer for drought-vulnerable 

Mexico City and 150 species of 
migratory birds. 

In the background to Lopez 
Obrador’s inauguration has been 
the migrant exodus moving through 
Mexico toward the US border. 

Almost 10,000 people are 
 congregated in the border town of 
Tijuana. Far from keeping Donald 
Trump at arm’s length Lopez 
Obrador has courted the US presi-
dent,  attempting to organise a truce 
between their seemingly incompat-
ible politics.

Lopez Obrador’s solution to 
the crisis has been to tout a new  
£15 billion fund to promote jobs 
and measures in Central America 
to decrease migration. 

He has approached the White 
House for backing, an unlikely 
 outcome unless it is tied to even 
further economic restructuring.

Lopez Obrador has been careful 
to avoid appearing as a threat to 
international capital. 

But, if he is to deliver on the 
hopes of the millions who voted for 
him, he will have to challenge it. 
And he will have to be placed under 
pressure from below to do that.

On other pages...
Protests in France defy state 
violence >>Page 20

LOPEZ OBRADOR represents a hope for change to tens of millions of ordinary people 

SPANISH STATE

Far right takes step forward and could 
make it into government in Andalusia
A FAR right party has won seats in 
a Spanish regional election for the 
first time since the days of dictator 
Francisco Franco.

It grabbed 12 parliamentary 
seats in Andalusia, in the south 
of the Spanish state, on Sunday 
beating expectations that it would 
win five.

Vox is anti-migrant and 
Islamophobic, and it could be 
decisive in putting together a 
coalition in Andalusia.

France’s fascist leader Marine 
Le Pen tweeted, “Strong and warm 
congratulations to my friends from 
Vox.”

The Socialist Party has ruled 
Andalusia for 36 years. 

It still won more seats than 
any other party but received its 
worse result for decades. The 
conservative Popular Party came 

second, though it also lost ground. 
Its national leader Pablo Casado 

said he hoped to put together a 
coalition in the region with Vox 
and the centre-right Ciudadanos 
(Citizens) party. 

This also made big gains in the 

election. Between them, the three 
parties hold a majority of seats. 

Anti-racists in the Spanish 
state are determined to step up 
the fight against Vox and to stop 
other parties making concessions 
to its lies.

BACK STORY
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador 
swept to victory in presidential 
elections in July
lHe campaigned on a platform 
of redistributing wealth and 
ending corruption
lPowerful forces stood against 
Lopez Obrador and his allies. The 
election campaign was marked 
by violence, with candidates 
being gunned down
lBosses also sent letters to 
workers warning of job losses if 
Lopez Obrador won

Trillions have penta-gone!
THE US Department of Defence 
(DoD) has been defrauding 
the federal government for 
decades. Over £16 trillion in 
Pentagon financial transactions 
between 1998 and 2015 cannot 
be documented or traced.

The DoD submits its annual 
budget request to Congress 
each year. As part of this it 
sends the previous year’s 
financial reports. These account 
for all of the previous year’s 
budget even if it hasn’t been 
spent. Surpluses were instead 

siphoned off to other branches 
of the department. 

The accountants drafted in to 
audit the department said there 
were so many mistakes and 
missing documents an audit 
was impossible.

It is hugely unlikely that 
no one in government knew 
anything about such massive 
fraud. Far more likely they 
turned a blind eye for the sake 
of US imperialism, based on a 
bloated military shoring up an 
economy in relative decline.

Vox leader Santiago Abascal celebrates the result
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Who joins the 
Brexit debate?
IS THERE going to be 
a real television debate 
about Theresa May’s 
Brexit deal?

It looks to me that 
once again we will only 
have a half-measure—
and with no Scottish 
voices heard.

Annie Royle
Glasgow

We have had 
People’s Vote
ALL THOSE clamouring 
for a People’s Vote seem 
to be suffering from 
collective amnesia. 

There has already 
been a People’s Vote. 
It was called the 
referendum of June 2016.

John Curtis
Ipswich

Yellow vests 
are violent
I SUPPORT the Yellow 
Vest protest in France. 

But your article should 
condemn violence by 
some protesters as well 
as the police. When 
protesters use violence it 
weakens their argument.

John Spurs
Brighton

EU is no way 
progressive
GIVEN THE recent  
flare-up of violence 
in Ukraine, it’s 
important to recall the 
European Union’s role 
in contributing to the 
fighting. 

Progressive? I don’t 
think so.

Mike Killian
Manchester

Don’t turn on 
each other
I READ about Karen 
Reissmann’s suspension 
from holding office in the 
Unison union.

You would think that 
as we’re heading for 
another Tory leadership 
contest and probably 
another undemocratically  
elected prime minister, 
the unions would want to 
set an example. 

Cathy de Veras
On Facebook

Democrats 
aren’t left 
I LAUGH when the 
mainstream media refers 
to the Democrats as the 
“US left”. Yeah, and Tony 
Blair is a Marxist.

Tony Webb
On Facebook

Just a 
thought...

Wind turbines—hard to put up

Engel is wrong about fracking dangers
FORMER Labour MP 
Natascha Engel has 
recently been appointed 
“shale gas commissioner” 
by the Tory government. 

She was a pro-fracking 
Labour MP, and she lost 
her seat to a Tory who 
was anti-fracking in 2017.

Engel recently wrote a 
letter to newspapers to 
claim that earth tremors 
at Cuadrilla’s Preston 
New Road fracking site 
are “nothing to worry 
about”. 

She says these are 
harmless, but she’s way 
off the mark. You can’t 
feel them at the surface, 

but the damage is done 
two kilometres down. 

And she blames the 
anti-frackers for “wasting 
the opportunity” of shale 
gas. 

But the Tories have 
lowered the tax income or 

shale gas and given the 
industry an easy ride. At 
the same time, they’re 
making it impossible to 
put a wind turbine up. 

Engel is out of touch 
and misinformed, and I 
think she’s getting her 
script from the fracking 
industry. 

Money talks. Fracking 
is just illogical given the 
recent headlines about 
climate change.

We’ve got 12 years to 
solve it and they’re 
pushing ahead with fossil 
fuels. 

Dave Mason
Scarborough

Right wing 
normalised 
on campus
SNOWSPORTS, A society 
affiliated to Lancaster 
University, had a social 
last month. 

It started in a campus 
bar and moved to a 
student union-owned 
nightclub.

Members of the society 
wore white T-shirts with 
handwritten messages. 

They wrote messages 
mocking the Holocaust, 
endorsing homophobia, 
sexism, and paedophilia.

The official club 
photographer took photos 
of those wearing these 
T-Shirts, including six 
members of the society’s 
executive committee.

It wasn’t reported to 
the police to begin a 
criminal investigation and 
the university did not 
initiate disciplinary 
procedures. 

Instead the whole 
weight of the incident was 
placed on the student 
union.

One of them was a BME 
officer who became 
increasingly 
uncomfortable with the 
culture of the 
investigation and blew 
the whistle.

What does this tell us? 
It tells us that we have 
reached a shocking level 
of the normalisation of 
far right ideas on 
campuses.

There are institutions 
where a focus on “brand 
management” takes 
precedence over the 
rights of students and 
staff.

Workers and students 
must stand together and 
actively fight for a 
campus built on equality.

Name and address supplied

Tenants turned away 
by unfair landlords
AT LEAST one in ten rental 
properties in England could 
be being unlawfully 
advertised by explicitly 
discriminating against 
people on housing benefit, 
according to housing 
charities.

Analysis of around 
86,000 letting agents’ 
adverts by the homeless 
charity Shelter and the 
National Housing  
Federation in England 
found 8,710 posts ruled out 
tenants on housing benefit.

This is outdated, 
offensive, and causing 

misery for thousands.
Refusing tenants on this 
basis is grossly unfair and is 
likely to be unlawful 
because it overwhelmingly 
affects women and disabled 
people.

Many housing  
associations were created in 
the 1950s and 1960s in 
reaction to discrimination 
and racism.

Today’s discrimination is 
hardly any different and we 
must refuse to turn a blind 
eye.

John Smithee
Cambridgeshire

Profit is driving car industry 
job losses and plant closures
I USED to work for General Motors 
(GM) at its Vauxhall plant in 
Luton. 

At that time GM was the largest 
employer in the world. Tens of 
thousands of people worked in 
Luton and in its sister plants in 
Dunstable and Ellesmere Port.

Most of those jobs have gone 
and the workforce has been 
reduced to a few thousand, with 
job losses coming mainly through 
automation.

The mighty giant GM and other 
car companies had to be bailed out 
in the US by the George Bush and 
Barack Obama administrations.

It and other car manufacturers 
have however continued to 
produce roughly the same number 

of vehicles and remain major 
employers across the globe. In July 
2017 Trump promised car workers 
in the US that he would save their 
jobs. “They are coming back,” he 
boasted. 

On that basis he won the votes 
of a number of auto workers. 

It seems however that Trump’s 
protectionist policies, including 
tariffs on steel, have led to 
increased prices and a slump in 
demand for cars. 

The new wave of closures in GM 
plants across the US announced 
recently shows the truth behind 
Trump’s boasts—money for the 
rich and job losses for working 
people. In Britain, 850 workers 
face the sack at Michelin tyre 

makers in Dundee. This is despite 
the company making a large profit. 

Here, as in the US, the emphasis 
is on making that profit and not on 
the needs of workers.

This has nothing to do with 
Brexit—these redundancies and 
cutbacks have a long history.

Automobile workers across the 
world remain a powerful force.

Redundancies at Vauxhall’s 
Ellesmere Port in Liverpool, now 
owned by the PSA group, 
prompted a walkout by the 
workforce last week.

Car workers still have the 
traditions and the ability to take 
the fight into their own hands.  

Dave Gilchrist
North London



 SHIPYARD
 STRIKE HAS
 BOSSES
 REELING
A series of strikes by shipyard workers in Birkenhead has 
won widespread support—and has the potential to push 
back bosses’ job cuts, reports Tomáš Tengely-Evans

CAMMELL LAIRD PLAYS DIRTY 
ON THE MERSEY, BUT...

A 
STRIKE  BY  hun -
dreds of workers at 
Cammell Laird ship-
yard in Birkenhead has 
become a beacon of 
resistance to the jobs 

slaughter in manufacturing.
From car-making to shipbuilding, 

bosses have announced more than 
a thousand redundancies in recent 
months to protect their profits.  

When Cammell Laird CEO John 
Syvret announced plans to slash  
291 jobs by March, he hoped they 
would just be part of this growing list 
of layoffs. He didn’t reckon with the 
depth of workers’ anger.

Bill is one of the Unite and GMB 
union members who began three 
weeks of rolling strikes last Monday. 
He said workers’ anger has spilled 
over. “Syvret is vindictively trying to 
make money by laying off the people 
who have looked after him,” Bill told 
Socialist Worker. 

“We’ve had enough of shallow 
promises”.

Brendan, a GMB member, told 
Socialist Worker, “They are just liars.

“We very rarely go on strike because 
we know what the  shipbuilding 
industry is like.

“They treat men like they’re casual 
labour anyway, but the job cuts they’re 
proposing now are just too far.”

David added, “Earlier on they 
said if you give us this five-year pay 
deal we will protect your jobs. And  
18 months down the line, they knew 
there wouldn’t be the jobs.” 

The fight at Cammell Laird shows 

that workers can take on the bosses 
and the working class power that 
comes through strikes.

Each day of the three weeks of 
 rolling action sees a different sec-
tion of the workforce strike. And all 
 workers are part of an overtime ban 
that lasts for ten weeks until February.

Over 100 workers were outside the 
gates when it was the labourers and 
riggers’ turn last Wednesday. Brendan 
said, “Even lads who aren’t in the 
union aren’t crossing the picket line 
and only four have done overtime.

“And we know who they are and 
they know who they are.”

He added, “I’ll still be outside this 
gate even if I’m one of the first ones to 
get laid off. And I’ll tell the Jobcentre, 
‘Don’t expect me to go out and look 
for work, because I’m going to be 
down on the line’.” 

Support for the strike has poured 
in from across the Labour and trade 
union movement in Merseyside.

Bill said, “There’s been a lot of sup-
port from local people, saying, ‘We 
support you because we’ve seen this 
happen before.’

“There’s always cars beeping to 
show their support.”

Ross Quinn, a Unite organiser, told 
Socialist Worker that the strike fund 
had been inundated with donations.

“We’ve had £11,056 today,” he 
said last Wednesday. “We’re making 
sure that there’s no hardship for 
workers because of the action.”

This solidarity shows how strikes 
can become a focus for other 
 workers’ anger. And workers’ actions 

Even lads who 
aren’t in the union 
respect the picket. 
Only four have 
done overtime
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On the picket line at Cammell 
Laird’s on Merseyside last week 
(above) The RSS Sir David 
Attenborough, that the public 
wanted named Boaty McBoatface, 
was constructed at the yard (left) 
Bosses were happy to boast of 
new orders, including refitting 
vessels from Scotland’s CalMac 
Ferries (below) Laird’s boss 
John Syvret claims the strike is 
damaging the yard (below, right)

Pickets argue with truck drivers 
not to cross the picket line. This 
driver was convinced to not to 
deliver his load and turn around 
instead (left) The Merseyside 
Labour and trade union movement 
has been quick to show its 
solidarity with the strikers (below)

have shown that picket lines are most 
effective when they’re not treated as 
just another form of protest. 

They are there to stop bosses’ 
attempts to keep work going and 
minimise disruption during a strike. 

A huge cheer went up from the 
pickets on the third day of their strike 
last Wednesday after another delivery 
turned around.

They hailed the truck to a stop and 
argued with the driver that the best 
way to support them was by refusing 
to go into the yard. 

“A few lorries have turned around,” 
said Jason. “And a few have gone in, 
but we’ve got to try.”

Other sections came out during 
their lunch break to stand in solidar-
ity with the pickets. Bill said, “The 
whole workforce is solid because we 
realise that Syvret obviously wants to 
get rid of us.”

The proposal to get rid of 251 jobs 
amounts to around 40 percent of the 
workforce. “They want to reduce 
our section from 81 men to 16,” he 
said. “This definitely isn’t about a 
 short-term gap in work.”

Work in shipbuilding already 
depends on the number of orders a 
yard gets for building new ships or 
repairing old ones. 

Brendan explained, “I’ve been in 
and out of work at the yard like a fid-
dler’s elbow.” 

This means workers often have 
little employment stability. 

“Once I was taken on at Cammell 
Laird for six to seven weeks and 
worked here for six months,” said 

Brendan. “Another time I was hired 
for two weeks once and I ended up 
working here for two years.”

He added, “If work comes in after 
you’ve been laid off, you get a call 
back. They’d like to change that 
so you’d have to apply again or go 
through an agency.”

Worker after worker said that they 
thought there was a “hidden agenda” 
to bring in full blown casualisation, 
with a workforce made up almost 
entirely of agency workers.

“We think that they’re deliber-
ately delaying work coming in,” said 
Brendan. “Before we went on strike, 
there were no orders coming in.

“Then it was announced that 
Cammell Laird had won the contract 
to refit four ferries from Scotland.”

A
S  PART  o f  t h e i r 
attempts to bring in a 
casualised workforce, 
bosses already rely on 
hiring workers through 
agencies. Some of the 

agency workers are migrants from 
Eastern Europe. Unfortunately some 
strikers see the agency workers, not 
the bosses, as the problem.

Bill said, “They are good lads, 
they’re hard workers and I’ve got 
some good friends among them.

“But they are starting to take 
jobs on from us. And all the agency 
 workers aren’t in the union.”

But agency workers aren’t “taking” 
jobs. They are being exploited by the 
same job-cutting bosses, who think 
nothing of putting their safety at risk.

As Brendan said, agency  workers 
often work “without any rescue plans” 
or other health and safety measures.

And they often feel under pres-
sure not to speak out of fear of losing 
their jobs. 

John said agency workers “have 
been threatened and they can be 
blacklisted” from working. 

The best way to resist bosses’ 
attacks is to forge unity among all 
workers at the yard and fight for 
equal working conditions. 

All workers should unite together 
to defend jobs, and resist any 
attempts to divide them on racist or 
other grounds. The blame for poor 
health and safety lies with bosses who 
want to drive down standards across 
the yard and the industry. 

Nothing shows bosses’ contempt 
for workers more than their disregard 
for health and safety. 

As Brendan said, “There is virtu-
ally no health and safety training, 
 everything is lick and spit. 

“The health and safety team should 
make sure there’s equipment on the 
ships, but there isn’t always rescue 
 equipment on board.”

He added, “Prince Andrew came 
to have look at the yard once—one 
of his entourage said it was like a 
 working museum.

“And they would be right, it’s like 
going back into the dark ages.

“There’s antique equipment on the 
yard that should have been refitted or 
replaced by now.”

Bill said that the “health and safety 
team are governed by management”. 

“So if managers say something is 

okay, they will back up the manager,” 
he explained. 

A united workforce can also have 
the power to impose proper health 
and safety standards onto the bosses. 

The announcement about jobs 
losses is the straw that broke the cam-
el’s back, but workers’ anger has been 
building up for some time.

Jason said bosses “make the rules 
up as they go along”. “If they take a 
disliking to you, if your face doesn’t 
fit—expect a grievance,” he said.

Brendan added, “They just treat 
the men like we’re scum. There’s not 
so much as a ‘good morning’ when 
they pass you in the yard.”

Workers now fear bosses  wanting 
to bring in a “matrix system” for 
employment. This is based on points, 
using supposedly “objective” crite-
ria to measure workers’ skills and 
 productivity, which bosses rely on 
during layoffs. Bill said, “Managers 
are like their policeman. If they want 

to be funny with you, they can pick on 
you all day.”

Bosses’ drive to keep profits up also 
sees workers on long, unsocial hours. 

John said, “I once signed up to 
working for 28 days but was asked to 
stay on to finish the job. I had to work 
for 33 days on nights without a break.”

Bill explained how night shifts 
can take their toll. “It’s not just the  
84 hour week. With night shifts you 
could finish 6am and have to be in 
later that day at 8pm,” he said.

John added, “And you will be up all 
day because you can’t sleep, but they 
will still expect you to be in.”

In the face of all of this, workers 
have shown they won’t just take the 
bullying and job losses anymore.

And they are determined to keep 
up their fight. The Unite union anni-
unced last Friday that the action 
would be extended from 14 December 
until 18 January.

The attacks at Cammell Laird show 
up how the system works in favour of 
the bosses and against the rest of us. 

In a socialist society, workers’ skills 
could be used to produce things that 
benefit everyone.

In this society, workers are pushed 
to compete for jobs to make ships that 
will then be used to wage war against 
workers elsewhere.

Every trade unionist should sup-
port this crucial fight for jobs. But we 
should also demand a world where 
production isn’t governed by what 
helps those at the top.

Workers’ names have been changed

The job cuts are 
the straw that 
broke the camel’s 
back—anger has 
built for some time

‘‘ 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

WIGAN
What does Brexit mean 
for ordinary people?
Sat 15 Dec, 11am, 
The Brocket Arms,
38 Mesnes Rd,
WN1 2DD

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
What the frack?  
Capitalism vs the climate
Mon 10 Dec, 6pm, 
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
How was Israel created?
Thu 3 Jan, 7pm, 
The Civic 
(next to The Old Chemist),
Hanson St,
S70 2HZ
BOLTON
The radical ideas of 
Georg Lukacs
Wed 12 Dec, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
How not to resist racism—a 
lesson from France
Thu 13 Dec, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Ln 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRISTOL
Peterloo 1819—the fight 
for democracy and freedom
Wed 12 Dec, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Peterloo 1819—the fight 
for democracy and freedom
Wed 12 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
Palestine, antisemitism and 
why Israel is a racist state
Wed 12 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Reggae and revolution
Thu 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
DERBY
The Civil Rights 
Movement—Detroit to Derry
Thu 13 Dec, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL

DONCASTER
Saudi horror in Yemen—a 
crime made in Britain?
Tue 11 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Goose,
53-54 Hall Gate,
DN1 3PB
EDINBURGH
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 12 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
Germany 1918—from 
war to revolution
Thu 13 Dec, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
HARLOW
Brazil, Bolsonaro and 
the rise of the right
Thu 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Islamophobia—what is it 
and how do we fight it?
Wed 12 Dec, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade  
(near both train and 
bus stations),
HD1 5JP

KENT
Germany 1918—from 
war to revolution
Thu 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre,
272 High St, Chatham
ME4 4BP
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The ‘Yellow Vest’ movement 
in France and the fight 
against Macron
Thu 13 Dec, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Brazil, Bolsonaro and 
the rise of the right
Thu 13 Dec, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT
LONDON: HACKNEY
Capitalism and fashion—
what will you wear to 
the revolution?
Thu 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd,
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
What the frack? Capitalism 
vs the climate
Wed 12 Dec, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd,
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Decolonising education—
what is the legacy of empire?
Wed 12 Dec, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: NEWHAM
Christmas? Humbug! 
Marxism and Religion
Wed 12 Dec, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Reggae and revolution
Wed 12 Dec, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra 
Rd, facing Windrush Sq),
Brixton,
SW2 1EP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 12 Dec, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Aretha Franklin and the 
Civil Rights Movement
Wed 12 Dec, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow, E17 6QQ

LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
18 months after Grenfell—
how can we solve the 
housing crisis?
Thu 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Where does racism come 
from and how do we fight it?
Wed 12 Dec, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NORWICH
The Peterloo Massacre 
1819—the fight for 
democracy and freedom
Thu 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
PLYMOUTH
Fascism and the rise 
of the far right—how 
do we fight it?
Thu 13 Dec, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
SCARBOROUGH
Christmas? Humbug! 
Marxism and Religion
Wed 12 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd, YO12 5AZ

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Peterloo 1819—the fight 
for democracy and freedom
Thu 13 Dec, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER  
EVENTS

BARNSLEY
Socialist Worker 
Appeal fundraiser
Thu 13 Dec, 6.30pm, 
The Civic,
Hanson St,
S70 2HZ

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

LONDON
Stand Up To Racism and 
Calais Fundraiser
Wed 12 Dec, 7pm, 
Greatorex Street 
Community Centre,
Unit 48 Micro-Industrial Park,
50E Greatorex St,
E1 5NP
LONDON
Grenfell Silent Walk—
18 months on
Fri 14 December,
Kensington Town Hall,
Hornton St, Kensington, 
London, W8 7NX.
bit.ly/SilentWalk18
NATIONAL
Safe, Secure Homes for All
Sat 8 Dec, 
NEU, Hamilton House, 
Mabledon Pl, 
London WC1H 9BD.
Called by Axe the Housing 
Act—secure homes for all
bit.ly/SafeSecureHomes

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

HULL
Thu 13 Dec, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 12 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 12 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

SWANSEA
Thu 13 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

TELFORD
Wed 12 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY

YORK
Wed 12 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, 
YO10 4AH

After the Brexit vote... 
How do we get 
rid of the Tories? 

Socialist Worker

Send your reports and views to 
reports@socialistworker.
co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

Sign up for our morning email  
Breakfast in Red at  
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone and switch notifications on. 
Save 07494 519595 as Socialist 
Worker WhatsApp. Send ‘start’ 
to 07494 519595

[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker (Britain)
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 Let’s get medieval—Ribera  
 and the Art of Violence
Jusepe De Ribera has a grisly reputation but, argues Ben Windsor, a new 
exhibition shows he did more than just glorify the violence around him 
JUSEPE DE Ribera’s reputation 
has suffered a great deal over the 
years. While he prospered during 
his lifetime—1591-1652—his visceral 
depictions of torture have subse-
quently earned him a reputation as 
a sadist. 

One 19th century critic went so 
far as to claim that his legacy was 
a “slaughtering school of painting 
invented by some hangman’s assis-
tant for the amusement of cannibals”.

It’s not hard to see why some 
might reach that conclusion. Ribera 
returns obsessively to scenes of 
extreme violence—and seems to 
relish the ingenuity and craft with 
which pain can be inflicted. 

Most of the eight large canvases 
in this exhibition depict gruesome 
scenes of saintly martyrdom. 

Ribera seems particularly taken 
with the flaying of St Bartholomew, 
who would later become the patron 
saint of tanners, leatherworkers and 
barber-surgeons.

But the smaller sketches on dis-
play point to some refined brutality 
much closer to home. 

These were the very public tor-
ture and executions committed by 
both secular and religious authori-
ties in Ribera’s adopted homeland 
the Kingdom of Naples, then part 
of the Spanish Empire. 

This was the period of the 
Counter-Reformation, when the 
Catholic church was going on the 
offensive against real and imagined 
enemies.

It was an era of permanent 
war abroad and repression at 
home, when the dirty work of the 
Inquisition was ramped up several 
notches.

Torture
His sketches point to a striking 
ambivalence at the heart of Ribera’s 
work. 

In the paintings of martyrs, we 
are encouraged to sympathise with 
the victims of the torture. But in real 
life Ribera seems to have had few 
qualms about aligning himself with 
the torturers. 

He was keen to curry favour with 
the rulers of the Kingdom, and even 
received a top honour from Pope 
Urban VIII. 

By 1647 Ribera had become such 
an establishment figure that he had 
to flee when the city was gripped by 
revolt.

The curators of this exhibition 
have done an impressive job of con-
textualising his work, up to a point. 

Part of their aim is to counter 
the argument about his sadism by 
showing how commonplace vio-
lence was in everyday life. But that 

EXHIBITION
OF GODS, RAINBOWS AND 
OMISSIONS
By Athi-Patra Ruga 
Somerset House, until  
6 January. Admission free. 
somersethouse.org.uk

ATHI-PATRA Ruga’s 
first major solo British 
exhibition brings together 
three recent series of work 
for the first time.

The exhibition unveils 
a surreal, mythical utopia, 
filled with a collection of 
extraordinary characters. 

Ruga uses mediums from 
drawings and sculpture 
to film and photography, 
as well as hand-crafted 
tapestry. 

The exhibition grapples 

with the issue of identity 
in post-apartheid South 
Africa. It points to the 
country’s colonial past, 
apartheid and suggests 
visions for its future.

BOOK
WOMEN ON THE MOVE
By Roger Giles 
University of Nebraska Press, 
£22.99.  
Available from Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop

THIS BOOK tells the 
overlooked stories of 
professional women cyclists 
in the 1980s US. Women 
took up cycling in large 
numbers in this period.

A vision focused on ordinary people 
THIS IS the first major 
retrospective of the work of 
Martin Jenkinson. He built his 
career on documenting the lives 
of ordinary people. 

During the Miners’ Strike of 
1984-5 Jenkinson did his most 
famous work. 

He documented the struggle 
in minute detail and brought it 
to life. 

This exhibition features some 
of his most famous pictures 
from that period, as well as 

lesser-known but equally 
moving shots of working class 
life. 

Included in the exhibition 
is perhaps his most famous 
picture, of a miner inspecting 
police lined up without numbers 
on their shoulders at Orgreave. 

In a 2004 interview with 
Socialist Worker Jenkinson 
described how he covered 
the dispute. “A lot of the local 
press went and stood behind 
the police lines,” he said. “Me, 

John Harris and John Sturrock, 
and some others were on the 
miners’ side. That’s not a false 
picture, it’s a way of getting at 
the truth.”

Also featured is his portrait 
of Maxine Duffat (above), the 
first black woman bus driver 
for South Yorkshire Passenger 
Transport. 
Who We Are 
Weston Park Museum, Sheffield  
Until 14 April  
Admission free

IMAGES OF working class struggle, and everyday life, form the spine of a new exhibition in Sheffield 

Photography

Night of the Long Knives I

lets the primary perpetrators off the 
hook. 

“Violence” isn’t abstract, despite 
Ribera’s determination to mytholo-
gise it, but excruciatingly concrete. 
The show could more appropriately 
be titled “the art of torture”.

Question
Which leads to the question, why 
now? The gallery claims this is the 
first ever show dedicated to the 
artist in Britain. 

What is it about this time that 
makes his work seem timely? 

One reviewer evokes the spec-
tre of Isis, but perhaps it is the hor-
rors inflicted in our name during 
the “war on terror” which really 

give Ribera a contemporary feel. 
The exhibit is an intriguing depar-
ture for the gallery, set in one of 
the more genteel neighbourhoods 
of south London. 

The director is keen to hype up 
its ultra-violent aspect, likening the 
show to a Tarantino film. 

The press release boasts of 
“bringing together his most sensa-
tional and shocking works.” 

And one of the curators lets slip a 
revealing remark when he predicts 
the show will provoke “a sense of 
surprise, shock and awe!” 

It really is a show fit for the age 
of Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo. 
Until 27 January at the Dulwich  
Picture Gallery. Entrance £16.50/£8 

Event at Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop
The Man Who Shook His 
Fist at the Tsar
7 December, 6.30pm
1 Bloomsbury Street, 
WC1B 3QE.
Admission £2
To reserve your place call 
020 7637 1848

BOOK LAUNCH

The Martyrdom of Saint Bartholomew
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READ MORE
lThe revolutionary ideas 
of Karl Marx 
by Alex Callinicos 
£9.99

lReform or Revolution 
and the Mass Strike 
by Rosa Luxemburg  
£9.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

T
HE BBC has 
spent £10,000 
putting up a 
s ca f f o l d i n g 
t owe r  n e a r 
parliament so 

its journalists can be seen 
without protesters behind 
them.

It’s an example of how 
the media and politics work 
in tandem. Journalists in a 
studio  interview other jour
nalists standing outside a 
building who have inside 
“sources”.

Proper politics is the 
property of the rich and their 
advocates.

People in suits talk to 
people in suits about what 
might go on in arcane ritu
als in parliament, Downing 
Street or the stock market. 

The people with the 
 placards just get in the way.

Like people wearing white 
coats in adverts, the message 
is that it is not for the likes of 
you to understand how this 
works. But you should defi
nitely accept what you are 
told.

An entirely reasonable 
response is to turn off or 
away. But the decisions of our 
 “betters” have enormous— 
usually bad—effects on our 
lives.

The sense of a lack of con
trol can leave people atomised 
and open to apathy, despair or 
right wing ideas.

Those at the top want us to 
be, at best, passive observers 
of politics. We are more likely 
to accept the ruling ideas that 
way.

But people do resist. When 
we march, protest, riot and 
strike we are putting ourselves 
back at the centre of things.

Protest pushes against the 
habit of subordination that 
 capitalist society pushes on us.

To those at the top, our 
 protests are portrayed as either 
irrelevant or inexplicable. Or, if 
too large or militant to ignore, 
they are immoral and illogical.

In contrast the Irish revolu
tionary James Connolly wrote, 
“There was a time stretching for 
more than 1,000 years, when 
the mob was without power 
or influence, when the entire 
power of the world was concen
trated in the hands of the kings, 
the nobles and the hierarchy.

Power
“That was the blackest period in 
human history. Then the mob 
started on its upward march 
to power, a power only to be 
 realised in the socialist republic.

“In the course of its upward 
march the mob has transformed 
and humanised the world. All 
hail to the mob, the incarnation 
of progress.”

Almost every progressive 
reform has been the result of 
protest and revolt.

Whether that is impro
vements in living conditions, 
our right to vote or curbing the 
excesses of the rich, pressure 
from below produced progress.

The initial refusal of those 
in charge to give into demands 

can lead some to believe that 
the only way to change the 
system is from the inside.

And repression can encour
age other people to dismiss or 
sometimes promote protests as 
just stunts or spectacle.

Others vacillate between the 
two and hope for a combina
tion of protest and reform from 
above as the way forward.

But if your starting point is 
to use a movement merely as a 
pressure group to push the top 
of society, then the pull to not 

rock the boat too much is mas
sive. So union leaders argue, 
“We will back Corbyn if you 
back Trident renewal.”

Or they say, “A Labour gov
ernment can give in to this 
demand, but if we ask for too 
much that will bring them 
down. So we better hold back 
and be realistic.”

When Labour is out of office, 
every union leadership argues 
that too many strikes and 
protests divert from getting 
Labour elected. 

And when Labour is in office 
they argue against too much 
action in case it lets the right 
back in.

The temptation for some 
people is to think that all we can 
do is raise our voices until the 
cavalry of a Labour  government 
gets here.

By delaying resistance, this 
allows more attacks from the 
rich to go through. It also 
 disarms our side by limiting our 
potential for real change.

Every piece of resistance, no 
matter how small, has to be 
supported and encouraged.

It offers the potential of 
resistance spreading to revolt. 
But it also offers parts of 
our class the chance to learn 
through the  experience how 
best to resist.

And the attacks on us are real, 
so every gain is an improvement 
to real people’s lives.

A 
revolutionary 
socialist con-
clusion is  to 
deepen the con-
frontation. We 
try to win larger 

numbers of people to adopt-
ing the best methods to bring 
down the system, not to try 
and reform it.

That means escalating 
struggle. It means aiming for 
mass resistance based on the 

power of the organised  working 
class.

Struggles can and do win 
reforms. And more militant 
struggle will win more reforms. 

But as long as society remains 
in the hands of an elite, it will 
always try to claw back any 
gains we make.

And we are more likely to 
defend what we have gained 
and win further victories if we 
fight for—as the US  socialist 
Daniel De Leon put it—“more”.

Revolutionaries argue for 
rank and file control over 
strikes, for reaching out to 
other workers, for the maxi
mum selfactivity in raising 
 support and making decisions.

On demonstrations we are 
for the largest, most militant 
protest possible.

This often comes up against 
those who believe in gradual 
change from above even where 
we work together.

They believe strikes should 
be controlled by the trade union 
leadership and protests should 
be passive affairs— listening to 
our betters, with the odd token 
flare.

Popular street democracy 
can sometimes develop into 
workers’ selforganisation.

This often results from 
people defending themselves 
against right wing forces or the 
police.

Any large demonstration 
involves group  decisionmaking. 
Do we listen to the  stewards or 
ignore them? Sit down or run?

These choices represent 
people taking a level of control.

The key element is the role of 
organised workers.

Workers’ position in society 
gives them immense power. 
They can bring the system to a 

HOW WE 
CAN TAKE 
CONTROL
Journalists and politicians like politics to be a game for a 
few specialists, with ordinary people spectators at best.  
But by taking action we have the power to throw them into 
crisis, says Simon Basketter 

standstill if they refuse to work. 
And they have the economic 
power, the numbers and the 
expertise to reorganise society 
on their terms.

That’s why strikes throw up 
direct questions about control 
and organisation.

Socialism is about the 
 transfer of economic power 
away from a tiny, greedy elite, 
and into the democratic control 
of the  majority—the working 
class.

Workers creating their own 
organisations of control offers 
the potential to reshape society.

Escalating resistance can 
throw the whole of society into 
crisis.

Unable to solve its problems 
at our expense, the ruling class 
can split down the middle.

Those who give the orders in 
industry, finance, the army and 
the police begin scrapping with 
each other, even though this 
weakens their hold on power 
over the rest of us. Protest can 
widen those splits. 

Too often those at the head 
of the workers’ movement look 
for ways to resolve rather than 
deepen those splits. 

This is usually in the name of 
“national interest”.

But at the same time vast 
numbers of working people 
begin to question things they 
have taken for granted in the 
past.

Workers who previously 
accepted their “place” in soci
ety find that things can be very 
different.

The dominant ideas of soci
ety, which insist that only 
“experts” can run things, can 
be rejected. These ideas include 
things that divide workers—
nationalism, racism, sexism 
and so on.

Ideas
People do not all automatically 
draw the same conclusions—
there is an unevenness of ideas. 
This means that crucial to the 
success is politics and political 
organisation.

In a struggle of any length 
you see the different views of 
how change occurs reflected in 
arguments over strategy.

There are people who say 
that we have to keep the 
 existing system intact and then 
change it slowly. They can hold 
us back from taking action. 
Worse, they can open up the 
possibility of the right regroup
ing and counterattacking.

That’s why people who want 
to see fundamental transforma
tion have to organise together 

as revolutionaries. We’re 
always encouraging the strug
gle to go further and act as a 
 counterweight to reactionary 
ideas and conservatism.

Reforming parl iament, 
breaking windows, or even 
bombing buildings will not 
stop the giant corporations 
from making many millions and 
wrecking billions of  people’s 
lives.

But revolutions can. So 
be realistic, get  organised—
demand what’s really possible.

Protests developed 
into organisation 
during the Egyptian 
Revolution as 
protesters had to 
defend themselves 
(top) Demanding 
abortion rights in 
Ireland (above). 
Progressive reform 
is the result of 
protest and revolt

Struggles win 
reforms. And 
more militant 
struggles win 
more reforms

‘‘ 
James Connolly

THE WAY politics is done—journalists look at journalists looking at politicians

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Damning report exposes 
depth of racism in the EU

It’s no surprise that 
people of African 
decent face shocking 
levels of harassment 
in the EU, writes  
Alistair Farrow

YOU COULD be forgiven for 
missing the latest evidence 
of racism throughout 
European Union (EU) states. 

That’s because it was 
hidden away in the middle 
pages of newspapers and 
down the bottom of news 
websites, if reported at all.

A report released by the 
European Union Agency 
for Fundamental Rights 
(EUAFR), Being Black in the 
EU, makes shocking reading. 

The European Parliament 
claims the union’s 
“fundamental values are 
respect for human dignity 
and human rights, freedom, 
democracy, equality and 
the rules of law”.

But the report undermines 
this portrayal of the EU and 
its member states as a bastion 
of fairness and equality.

It shows that the EU 
doesn’t stand for fairness 
and equality, and the 
latest research shows 
the devastating reality of 
racism in everyday life.

Nearly 6,000 people “of 
African descent” were surveyed 
from 12 EU countries. 

Some 30 percent said they 
experienced racial harassment 
in the five years before the 
survey and 21 percent said 
they experienced it in the  
12 months prior to the survey.

Individual
The report is detailed and 
looks at individual countries 
as well as general trends. 

For instance, in Finland  
63 percent of people 
surveyed said they had been 
racially harassed in the 
five years to the survey.

It also shows that where 
racist physical attacks take 
place, 64 percent of people 
surveyed did not report them. 

Just over a third of people 
said this is because they didn’t 
think anything would happen.

It’s also because many 
people are scared of the 
police as the police are 
racist. Going to the police to 

report a racist crime could 
lead to more hassle rather 
than being taken seriously. 

Some 24 percent of people 
surveyed said they had been 
stopped by the police in the 
five years before the survey. 

People of African descent 
are discriminated against 
from an early age in the 
education system, suffer from 
higher rates of poverty and 
limited access to housing. 

Some 18 percent of parents 
or guardians who were 

surveyed said their children 
had faced racist bullying. 
And 9 percent reported 
being discriminated against 
in an educational setting.

Housing for black 
people in the EU is 
particularly shocking.

 Those who have suffered 
discrimination in private 
renting climbs as high as  
37 percent in Austria and  
31 percent in Italy.

Poverty
Dig deeper into the figures 
and you find that  
55 percent of respondents 
have a household income 
that means they are on 
the verge of poverty.

As EUAFR director Michael 
Flaherty put it, the study’s 
findings reveal “a reality both 
shameful and infuriating”.

He pointed to the 
systematic nature of 
discrimination saying, “One 
quarter of the respondents 
felt discriminated against 
during their job search. 

“Access to housing can 
also be difficult, both in the 
private and public sectors.”

However, the EUAFR’s 
solution is to “promote the 
full inclusion of people of 
African descent in the EU”.

This is a mealymouthed 
response to the reality of 
attacks, harassment and 
discrimination that black 
people suffer from daily. 

The real problem is that the 
EU, and European countries, 
are racist to their core. 

That systematic racism can’t 
be reformed away, it must 
be confronted and fought.
You can find the report at  
bit.ly/BeingBlackinEU

LIBERALS TRY to give the EU a progressive face 

The report  
undermines the 
portrayal of the 
EU as a bastion 
of equality

‘‘ 

ANALYSIS

FIGURE IT OUT
 64  percent of people 

who suffered 
a racist attack 
didn’t report it to 
the police

 34  percent of victims 
didn’t tell the 
police as they 
thought nothing 
would happen

 28  percent didn’t 
report as they 
didn’t trust, or 
were afraid, of 
the police
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 Volunteering is no answer to Tory cuts
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

EIGHT YEARS after David 
Cameron pledged to create 
a “Big Society” the Tories 
have finally made good on 
his promise.

The rhetoric was all about 
how volunteers would take 
over providing state-run 
public services.

In reality the Big Soci-
ety was a big scam designed 
to make way for cuts and 
 privatisation.

These policies have gutted 
the NHS and left it short of 
42,000 nurses in England 
alone.

Now the same right wing-
ers are asking people to vol-
unteer to plug gaps.

The Daily Mail newspaper 
launched a “major campaign 
to recruit thousands of NHS 
volunteers” last weekend. 

Signed
By Monday a reported  
7,300 readers had signed up 
to give 420,000 hours of help.

Volunteers have worked in 
the NHS since it was set up 
in 1948. 

The number of volunteers 
in the NHS and care services 

stands at around three million, 
according to the Department 
of Health and Social Care. 

Many people will have 
signed up out of worry at 
how much pressure NHS ser-
vices are under.

Y e t  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s 
pushed by the Mail are 
c o o r d i n a t e d  t h r o u g h  

Helpforce, a charity set up by 
former investment banker Sir 
Tom Hughes-Hallett. 

He is a long-time advocate 
of NHS “reform” and his pre-
ferred platform for spouting 
his right wing views is the 
Daily Mail.

“We think of free health-
ca re  a s  our  na t iona l  

birthright—but how much do 
we really need?” he wrote in 
September 2013. “The brutal 
answer has to be—a lot less.”

Hughes-Hallett called for 
“non-essential services to 
become the responsibility of 
communities, charities and 
individuals”.

And, revealing his full 

agenda of privatisation, he 
said people had to be “pre-
pared to pay for some of 
them”. Hughes-Hallett tried 
to claim there was public sup-
port for his plans by pointing 
to a series of interviews with 
people in Essex.

He found a “young mother 
who couldn’t understand why 
the state funds her maternity 
care when she made a choice 
to get pregnant”.

And in Clacton-on-Sea 
people “would rather see 
their local hospital closed and 
the money reinvested in com-
munity services”.

Marched
He has been less keen to 
talk to the hundreds who 
marched against NHS cuts in 
Essex last February.

Unfortunately, the interim 
head of the Royal College of 
Nursing gave “whole-hearted 
backing” to the Mail’s cam-
paign. Dame Donna Kinnair 
wrote in the Mail, “Some 
people argue that every job 
in a hospital should be done 
by a trained member of NHS 
staff.

“But that’s completely 
unachievable at the moment.”

W i t h  t h e  l i k e s  o f 

 Hughes-Hallett involved, it’s 
no wonder that Theresa May 
gushed that the Mail’s cam-
paign was “fantastic”.

Previously May refused to 
answer a question about why 
nurses relied on food banks.

Poverty pay and rocketing 
workloads are driving out 
nurses and forcing the NHS 
to rely on volunteers.

The Trussell Trust charity, 
which runs food banks across 
Britain, held a day of volun-
teering to raise awareness 
about poverty.

Celebrities and ordinary 
people took part.

The day also gave Tory 
MPs photo opportunities 
to look compassionate and 
talk up the importance of 
 volunteering.

Jacob Rees Mogg previ-
ously said the rise in food 
banks was “rather uplifting” 
because it showed how chari-
table people were.

It’s scandalous that anyone 
should have to rely on a food 
bank and the responsibility 
lies with those Tory MPs. 

TORY MP Ross Thomson grabbed the chance for a photo-op  Picture: ross thomson mP/twitter
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Anger over 
pay bursts 
onto college 
picket lines 
A walkout at six colleges was solid—
and showed workers are angry about 
more than pay, says Sadie Robinson

THERE WERE big picket lines at 
six colleges last week as UCU 
union members staged a 48-hour 
strike. 

The action was the first wave in 
a battle to win a real-terms pay rise 
for workers. 

The strikes hit Bath, Bradford, 
Croydon, Lambeth, New College 
Swindon and Petroc colleges in 
Devon.

Geraint Evans is a UCU rep at 
Bradford, where the scale of the 
strike closed the college. “We had 
a very upbeat and well attended 
picket,” he told Socialist Worker. 

“Bradford College UCU mem-
bers smashed the Tory trade union 
laws with 89 percent of those voting 
saying yes to industrial action.”

At Petroc in Barnstaple, big num-
bers of students staged lunchtime 
walkouts in support of the strikers. 

And students joined lively picket 
lines elsewhere, including a conga 
on the picket line in Lambeth, south 
London.

Strikers said attacks on pay are 
part of a wider assault on colleges 
that hurts students’ education. 

Lambeth striker Zeina said, 
“We’ve been teaching people with 
mental health difficulties here for 
20 years.

“We used to do sewing, cooking, 
art, all sorts. Now it’s just English, 
Maths and IT.”

Solidarity 
Workers from other UCU branches 
and other unions also joined pick-
ets in solidarity. UCU members from 
Bath and Bristol universities visited 
pickets at Bath College. 

At Croydon, Lewisham and 
Southwark College workers were 
on the picket line.

Croydon College UCU member 
Christa told Socialist Worker, “We 
are angry at low pay but also job 
insecurity. If you’re on a sessional 
contract, you just get paid for 
 contact hours.

“If you’re sick you don’t get 
paid, and you don’t get paid in the 
 holidays either.”

Geraint said increased workload  

and loss of holiday “has led to high 
numbers of staff leaving or being on 
sick leave”.

“We have also had repeated 
rounds of redundancies,” he said. 
“But one Bradford College CEO 
received a salary of £160,000.”

There was an upbeat mood at 
Lambeth as strikers chanted, “What 
do we want? 5 percent. When do we 
want it? Now!”

New UCU member and teaching 
assistant Steve joined the UCU last 
week “so I could get on the picket 
line”.

“I used to get the Tube to work,” 
Steve told Socialist Worker. “Now I 
get three buses and it takes me two 
hours. It’s cut my travel expenses by 
nearly half, but I have to get up at 
5am.”

Striker Maria added, “Our 
 standard of living has gone down. 
You feel it. I’ve had to take on more 
teaching hours to get by.”

The UCU says college workers 
have lost 25 percent in real terms 
pay since 2009. It wants a 5  percent 
rise, or £1,500 for all workers 
 earning less than £30,000 a year.

The money is there for workers’ 
pay (see right). If they keep up the 
fight, they can win. 

On other pages...
Shipyard strike has bosses reeling 
>>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
College workers are fighting for 
a 5 percent pay rise
lThey have suffered a real-terms 
25 percent pay cut since 2009
lA 48-hour pay strike hit  
six colleges last week 
lWorkers across colleges voted 
overwhelmingly for strikes, but 
most didn’t meet the Tories’ 
50 percent legal threshold for 
action 
lThe UCU is reballoting  
26 colleges that had a turnout of 
35 percent or more Inflation-busting pay deal at Capital 

Colleges shows bosses have the cash  
A RECENT above-inflation 
5 percent pay deal at the Capital 
City College Group (CCCG) has 
emboldened workers to fight. It 
followed eight days of strikes.

“The CCCG deal has cracked 
everything open,” Mandy Brown, 
joint UCU rep at Lambeth College, 
told Socialist Worker. 

“It’s proved that we were right 
all along—the money is there.”

Some people have said CCCG 
is a special case as it had reserves. 
“But that’s not the point,” said 
Mandy. 

“Earlier this year bosses there 
were saying they had no money. 
And now they’ve found money.”

And Lambeth strikers said a 
looming merger with London 
South Bank University means 
there’s a lot of spare cash around. 

One homemade banner read, 
“£5 million going spare—where’s 
our share?”

Striker Nadia said, “They’ve said 
they have this £5 million as part of 
the merger, but they aren’t going 
to spend it on staff.”

Matt Waddup is UCU head of 
policy and campaigns. “Everyone 
is looking at the landmark deal at 
CCCG,” he told Socialist Worker. 
“The lesson for us so far in the 

campaign is that colleges often say 
they haven’t got any money.

“But if you push and have 
strikes, you often find that there is 
money there.”

Sean Vernell from City and 
Islington College, part of CCCG, 
told a rally of Croydon and 
Lambeth strikers that the deal 
made “a big difference”.

“The deal includes putting 
casualised staff on permanent 
contracts,” he said. “Already 47 
have got permanent contracts.”

The college strikes last week 
were popular. 

Croydon UCU rep Margot Hill 
described the picket line there 
as “one of the best and most fun 

picket lines I’ve ever been on”. 
“Students have asked how they can 
support us,” she added.

Lambeth UCU rep Juliet said 
strikers had received solidarity 
messages from UCU members 
“everywhere in London, Bolton, 
Chesterfield, West Midlands” and 
many more.

The mood to fight back is clearly 
there. And bigger strikes could 
follow in the New Year. 

UCU members in colleges voted 
overwhelmingly for strikes in 
ballots earlier this year. 

But most failed to meet the 
50 percent turnout requirement for 
legal strikes. 

Re-ballots of 26 branches that 
achieved turnouts of 35 percent or 
more ends on 19 December.

Juliet said, “We are just the 
forward guard in a national 
movement. As well as fighting our 
own corner, we are paving the way 
for the 26 to get out a yes vote.”

Margot said previous strikes had 
won a 1 percent rise at Croydon—
but that workers have still suffered 
a real terms cut. “This time we’re 
going to change this,” she said. 

“This time we’re going to 
win 5 percent and permanent 
contracts.”

SOLIDARITY FROM trade 
unionists and students on 
the picket line in Bradford 
(top left) UCU branch 
secretary Geraint Evans 
(above)  Pictures: Neil terry 

 
Chanting on the Lambeth 
College picket line in south 
London (left)  
Picture: Guy smallmaN

A south London striker 
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Manx post office  
workers could strike
THE RESULT of a strike 
ballot by postal workers on 
the Isle of Man was set to 
be announced as Socialist 
Worker went to press.

CWU union members at 
the Isle of Man Post Office 
could strike over attacks 
on their pay, pensions and 
conditions.

Workers have beef 
with the bosses
BEEFEATERS AT the Tower of 
London could strike, say the 
PCS and GMB unions.

Workers, including 
Beefeaters, at sites such 
as the Tower of London, 
Kensington Palace and 
Hampton Court Palace are 
fighting attacks on their 
pensions.

Bosses at Historic Royal 
Palaces—which manages six 
unoccupied royal palaces—
want to close their current 
pension scheme and replace 
it with a worse one.

A strike was set to end of 
Friday of this week.

Postal protests 
over outsourcing
CWU UNION activists held 
a day of action on Saturday 
against plans to privatise and 
outsource post offices.

They held protests outside 
a number of Post Offices 
across Britain. 

They are campaigning 
against plans to sell 74 
flagship post offices to 
WHSmith.

Pay fight takes off 
at Luton Airport 
WORKERS AT Luton airport 
began a four-day strike 
against belligerent bosses on 
Tuesday. 

Passanger Assistant 
workers, outsourced to Clece 
Care Services, walked out 
alongside cleaners employed 
by Sasse. 

The Unite members are 
fighting for £9 an hour

BT workers want to 
keep jobs in house 
MEMBERS OF the CWU 
union protested outside 
BT workplaces every day 
last week against plans to 
outsource staff.

Workers fear this could 
lead to attacks on their terms 
and conditions.

Plumbing strikes 
could be in pipeline
PLUMBING manufacturers 
in South Yorkshire could be 
heading for strikes over pay. 

Over 200 Unite union 
members at Pegler Yorkshire 
Group, based in Doncaster 
and Rotherham, are being 
balloted for action.

They want more than the  
3 percent pay award they were 
offered in May, and an end to 
the “long-running inequality in 
the award of bonuses”.

 Strike over paltry pay  
 offer at Shelter charity
by SARAH BATES 

OVER 400 housing and 
homelessness workers at 
Shelter are set to walk out for 
three days from Tuesday of 
next week. 

The Unite union members’ 
action follows a measly pay 
offer of a 1 percent increase 
plus a one-off 1 percent 
payment.

Workers at the charity want 
an increase of 3.5 percent or a 
flat rate increase of £1,100 for 
everyone. Unite says  
below-inflation pay “increases” 
have left Shelter’s workforce 
11 percent worse off since 

2010. One Shelter worker said, 
“Shelter has a vision of a safe, 
secure affordable homes for 
everyone.

“But it is a bit meaningless 
considering I am struggling 

to pay my mortgage every 
month.” Another worker 
added, “We are here to support 
people on low incomes, but 
Shelter staff are now facing 
this themselves.” 

Unite regional officer Peter 
Storey said, “Our members are 
not looking to get richer, they 
are just trying to keep their 
heads above water.

“It is entirely unfair that the 
wages of Shelter workers have 
been declining at the same 
time that the charity’s reserves 
have been increasing.”

More action is planned in 
the New Year. 

Trade unionists should build 
solidarity for their fight. 

CAMPAIGNING AGAINST Universal Credit in Liverpool Picture: unite the union

Protests tell Tories—stop 
and scrap Universal Credit
THE UNITE union held a day 
of action against Universal 
Credit (UC) last Saturday. 

The union said more than 
90 events were held across 
Britain.

Several of these were 
Unite stalls where activists 
sang carols with rewritten 
lyrics attacking UC.

Liane Groves, Unite 

Community head, said, 
“We were getting feedback 
from members of the public 
and many of them were 
telling us of their own 
experiences which were 
quite heartbreaking.”

The Tories are on the 
defensive over UC, but it will 
take resistance on a much 
bigger scale to get rid of it.

BENEFITS

PCS UNION

Nazi poster boy is no show
SUPPORTERS OF Stand Up to 
Racism in Edinburgh teamed 
up with Hearts Football Lads 
and Lassies Against Fascism 
to leaflet the Hearts vs 
Rangers game last Sunday. 

Nazi Tommy Robinson had 
announced he would attend 
after an invite from a small 
group of Hearts fans who are 
fascists.

We put across a clear 
message that football is 
for all and that racism 
and Islamophobia must be 
rejected.

Although a vocal minority 
was hostile, we handed out 

thousands of leaflets and 
they went down well with 
the vast majority. 

Many people thanked us 
and wished us good luck. 

Ahead of the match we 
made it widely known that 
we would be leafleting. 

Politicians including 
Labour MP Ian Murray, 
Scottish Labour leader 
Richard Leonard, Scottish 
National Party former deputy 
leader Angus Robertson, and 
Green MSP John Finnie all 
told Robinson to keep away.

Robinson did not show. 
Steve West 

HOUSING

A PLANNED strike at a 
housing association in 
Hackney, east London, was 
called off after bosses caved.

Some 25 Unite members 
were set to stage a 5-day 
walkout from this Monday. 

They were fighting for 
Peter Bedford Housing 

Association to implement the 
local government pay award. 

nCAMPAIGNERS are gearing 
up for a protest against plans 
to redevelop the Elephant 
and Castle shopping 
centre in south London on 
Wednesday of next week. 

Protests forced Lambeth 
council to back down from 
the worst attacks.

Activists are demanding 
full guarantees for traders 
who would be displaced by 
the development. 
l6pm, Lambeth Council,  
160 Tooley St, SE1 2QH 

OBITUARIES
Jean Dorothy 
Parkin
1921-2018
JEAN PARKIN, my mother, 
died peacefully on  
20 November 2018. 

For the purpose of this 
tribute I shall refer to her as 
Jean, the name her comrades 
and many of her friends knew 
her by.

As the daughter to an 
impoverished docker’s family 
in Bootle, Merseyside, Jean 
knew all too well about 
poverty and inequality.

And it was in this 
environment of hardship that 
she learned the realities of 
life under capitalism and the 
British class system.

By the time the Second 

World War broke out in 1939, 
Jean was already a committed 
socialist. 

She joined the army in 
1941—ostensibly to fight 
Hitler and Nazism. 

But she soon realised that 
wars were bloody contests 

of the rich and powerful in 
which the innocent paid with 
their lives. 

Consequently, she became 
a fervent anti-war activist, 
firstly with the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament and 
later with the Stop the War 
coalition.

But it was racism and 
fascism that Jean detested 
most.

Her rage over South African 
apartheid and the US Civil 
Rights movement’s heroism 
and dignity were cornerstones 
of her political consciousness.

She would proudly 
recall meeting her hero, US 
Communist and singer Paul 
Robeson, at the Leeds Odeon 
in the early 1960s.

In 1971 she was one of the 
founders of the South Leeds 
branch of the International 

Socialists, forerunner of the 
Socialist Workers Party.

Over the years this found 
her involved in the Troops 
Out Movement during the 
Troubles in Northern Ireland, 
the Anti Nazi League, and 
later solidarity work during 
the Miners’ Strike of 1984-5.

Jean and her husband Bill 
raised seven children. 

She was an incredibly brave 
and inspiring woman with a 
warm infectious humour. 

Solidarity, the love of 
humanity, and socialism 
coursed through her very 
veins.
Brian Parkin
lJean’s funeral will take 
place at Farnley Crematorium, 
Wednesday 12 December 1pm. 
All comrades are welcome and 
are invited to bring along a 
single red rose

Jean Dorothy Parkin

CHARITY

Workers want a pay rise 

STAND UP TO RACISM 

Godrich wins 
and pulls out  
JANICE GODRICH has 
stood down as a proposed 
candidate ahead of elections 
for the PCS union’s assistant 
general secretary.

Godrich had won a ballot 
to stand as the candidate 
endorsed by the Left Unity 
grouping inside the PCS. 

The result was ratified at 
a Left Unity national meeting 
on Saturday.

 But it was later 
announced that she was 
standing down due to illness.

Discussions among 
supporters of Godrich’s 
campaign were ongoing as 
Socialist Worker went to 
press.

UNISON UNION 

Defend Karen Reissmann
SUPPORTERS OF health 
worker Karen Reissmann 
were set to lobby a meeting 
of the Unison union’s 
national executive committee 
in London on Thursday.

Unison members are 
demanding that Karen 
is reinstated to her 
democratically-elected union 
positions.

Karen was elected to the 
national executive and health 
service group executive 

She was an outspoken 
critic of the NHS pay deal 
that the leaderships of  

13 health unions missold to 
their members. 

The Reinstate Karen 
Reissmann campaign 
held a launch meeting in 
Manchester last Saturday. 

Activists resolved to gain 
more signatures for the 
public statement calling for 
Karen’s reinstatement.
lLobby the Unison NEC,  
Thurs 6 Dec, 8.30am,  
Unison HQ, London NW1 2AY.  
Sign the statement at  
bit.ly/ReinstateKarenReissmann  
and like the Facebook page 
Reinstate Karen Reissmann
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 Strikes save jobs at  
 Grimethorpe school
by GEORGE ARTHUR 

WORKERS AT Ladywood 
P r i m a r y  s c h o o l  i n 
G r i m e t h o r p e ,  S o u t h 
Yorkshire, were overjoyed to 
hear last week that manage-
ment had backed down from 
sacking nine dinner ladies 
at Christmas. 

The head teacher is claim-
ing that this is due to “natural 
wastage” of other staff.

But teaching assistants 
and dinner ladies in the 
Unison union are absolutely 
clear that what has brought 
about the climbdown by the 
management is hard-hitting 
action.

One of the strikers said, 
“We have been on strike for 
36 days. In August there 
was no discussion—all nine 
dinner ladies had to go. 

“Our strike and the sup-
port we have had from 
parents meant she has had to 
back down.”

Str ikers  were real ly 
pleased at the messages of 
support they received from 
across Britain. 

They elected two union 
reps during the strike.

They had not been organ-
ised before, but they are 
now determined to continue 
involvement in the union.

From the start of the strike 
the workers had been clear 

that their action should be 
an example to people in other 
schools to unite and stand up 
for themselves if they faced 
job cuts. 

One of the strikers said 
early on in the dispute, 
“We’ve had dinner ladies 
and teaching assistants from 

other schools come along to 
see how we’ve organised.”

The victory at Ladywood is 
an encouragement to work-
ers in other school.

It should also be a warning 
to other head teachers that 
they cannot deal with Tory 
cuts to education by sacking 

staff. To emphasise this the 
Ladywood strikers are hold-
ing a victory party, hosted by 
Unison Barnsley, on Friday  
7 December to which all sup-
porters are invited.
lFor details of the victory 
party go to  
bit.ly/GrimethorpeCheer 

BROKEN BRITAINBIN WORKERS

THE “BRITAIN is broken” 
campaign, an initiative of 
the People’s Assembly, 
was launched last week.

Around 150 people 
heard speakers including 
Richard Burgon MP 
demand an end to the 
Tories’ brutal austerity 
regime.

Burgon said, “This is all 
about showing the truth 
behind the Tories’ claim 
that ‘austerity has ended’.

“It clearly isn’t over for 
millions of people who 
desperately need it to be.”

Other speakers at the 
launch included the Daily 
Mirror newspaper’s editor-
in-chief Alison Phillips and 
Dr Aislinn Macklin-Doherty 
from Health Campaigns 
Together.

 Following this event 
there will be a national 
speaking tour and building 
for a national mass 
mobilisation in spring of 
next year.

 Defend Paul Jonson and 
speak out for Palestine 
PALESTINE solidarity 
activists were set to lobby 
Labour MP Ian Austin’s 
surgery in Dudley on Friday 
of this week.

It comes after Dudley 
council worker Paul Jonson 
was reportedly suspended 
from work for describing 
Israel as a “racist endeavour”.

Paul posted the statement, 
“Israel is a racist endeavour” 
on Facebook while promoting 
a previous lobby at Austin’s 
surgery.

Under the International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance’s (IHRA) definition 
of antisemitism calling Israel 
a racist endeavour could be 
considered antisemitic. 

This makes it harder for 
activists to highlight the 
racist nature of the Israeli 
state, or to describe its 
expulsion of Palestinians as 
ethnic cleansing.
lGo to Protest, Free Speech 
on Israel, lobby Ian Austin MP 
on Facebook for details of the 
protest. Sign a statement in 
solidarity with Paul Jonson at 
bit.ly/ReinstatePaulJ

nSTUDENTS AT universities 
across Britain had a day 
of campaigning in support 
of Palestinians and the 
Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions (BDS) 
campaign last Thursday.

Yet at some campuses 
students found it difficult 
to organise, or action was 
subdued.

Student activists have 
come under a sustained 
campaign by supporters of 
Israel on campus to make 
it harder to organise in 
solidarity with Palestinians. In 
many cases Israel supporters 
have used the IHRA definition 
to pressure universities and 
student unions into cancelling 
activities.

In Wolverhampton the 
student union told activists 
from the Labour, Palestine 
and Socialist Worker Student 
societies that they could not 
hold campaign stalls in the 
union building.

They were not given a 
clear reason. 

Socialist Worker students 
held a stall anyway.

CELEBRATING IN Grimethorpe after the victory was announced 

PALESTINE

Picketing in Liverpool 

SCOTTISH TEACHERS

Turn the feeling over pay 
into hard-hitting action
THE RESULT of last month’s 
EIS Scottish teachers’ union 
ballot was a 98 percent 
rejection of the pay offer on 
a 74 percent turnout.  

This came after a fantastic 
demonstration of more than 
30,000 teachers in Glasgow 
in October in support of the 
10 percent pay claim. That 
means that at least half of 
the entire union membership 
turned up on that day, an 
incredible statistic. 

The councils and the 
Scottish government are 
obviously worried, but the 
union leadership is also 
acutely aware of the depth of 
feeling among the members. 

December is a “negotiating 
window” but the union has 
scheduled an emergency 
meeting in January that 
could give the go-ahead for 
a statutory strike ballot, 

cutting out the usual 
consultative ballot. 

A strike will definitely be 
needed as John Swinney, the 
Scottish education secretary, 
has said the money is not 
there to finance a deal that’s 
more than 3 percent. 

Unfortunately the Sunday 
papers this week were full of 
articles calling into question 
the 10 percent claim and 
comparing this to the offer 
given to other council 
workers.

Rather than giving 
solidarity, other union leaders 
are complaining that teachers 
are being treated differently. 

Activists in the EIS need to 
continue campaigning to put 
pressure on our negotiators 
and prepare for effective 
strike action as early as 
possible in 2019. 
Charlotte Ahmed

BUS DRIVERS

 Pay battle in Keighley buses
BUS DRIVERS in Keighley, 
West Yorkshire, struck on 
Tuesday over pay. Almost all 
the 180 drivers are in the 
Unite union. 

They are demanding a 50p 
an hour rise. The company 
offered just a 34p an hour 
rise—over two years.

Phil Bown, Unite regional 
officer, said workers “just 
feel enough is enough.

“The cost of living has risen 
but pay hasn’t kept pace.”

nABOUT 650 bus drivers 
in the north east of 
England are set to strike 
for a week from Sunday 
16 December over pay.

The Unite union said 
Arriva Durham County Ltd 
drivers are the second lowest 
paid in the company.

Drivers in Darlington, 
Durham, Redcar, Stockton 
and Whitby plan to strike 
after voting by 95 percent to 
win a £1 an hour rise.

RAIL WORKERS 

Strike day 38 on Northern 
WORKERS AT Northern Rail 
in the RMT union struck 
again last Saturday after 
company bosses refused to 
committee to key guarantees. 

They’re fighting against 
driver only operation trains 
that will remove guards from 
services. 

Meanwhile Rail Gourmet 

workers in Edinburgh struck 
on Tuesday over bullying and 
harassment of staff, abuse of 
disciplinary procedures and 
non-payment for additional 
duties.

The staff work on the inter-
city LNER contract.

Another strike is planned 
for 24 December.

A BIN strike could hit 
Birmingham in the Christmas 
period, as workers vow to 
fight bullying management. 

Unite union members 
waged a long-running series of 
strikes against 100 job losses in 
2017. And they could return to 
the picket lines as soon as  
28 December.

Birmingham City Council 
have been allegedly giving 
GMB union members—who 
didn’t strike—secret payments.

Howard Beckett, Unite 
assistant general secretary, 
said, “Birmingham City Council 
has effectively blacklisted 
Unite members for carrying 
out their legal right to defend 
their jobs last year.”

Unite members should vote 
to attack their poor treatment 
at the hands of council 
management.

nA PLANNED bins strike 
across Calderdale in West 
Yorkshire was called off 
at the last moment after 
council bosses made an 
improved pay offer.
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More online
Rising costs fuel anger in 
France bit.ly/yellowvest

   French protesters 
  rattle government  
by CHARLIE KIMBER

PROTESTS THAT exploded 
across France forced the 
government into retreat on 
Tuesday. But the concessions 
may be too little, too late.

Prime minister Edouard 
Philippe announced that a 
planned rise in fuel tax would 
be suspended for six months.

His climbdown followed a 
revolt of the Yellow Vests—
named after the hi-vis jackets 
people are required to keep 
in their cars. 

But a movement that began 
over the price of fuel has now 
focused attention on other 
issues and involved wide 
layers of  working class people. 

Many on social media on 
Tuesday said the protests 
must continue until price 
rises were cancelled, wages 
raised, pensions protected—
and President Emmanuel 
Macron forced out.

Yellow Vests protested 
in Paris last Saturday for 
the third week in a row and 
threw up barricades.

Police attacked with 8,000 
tear gas grenades, water 
cannon, stun grenades, baton 
charges and mass arrests. 
Some people smashed shops 
and banks in response.

Health worker Angelique told 
Socialist Worker, “The police 
are beasts. The  government is 
just out for the rich.

“They are getting what 
they deserve when we tear 
up Paris. They have torn up 
our lives for too long.”

Other  protes t s  took 

place in Nice, Strasbourg, 
Marseille, Rennes, Dijon, 
Bordeaux and many other 
towns and cities. State forces 
hit back savagely. 

T h e  p o l i c e  i n j u r e d 
dozens of  people last 
Saturday and there were  
hundreds of arrests. But this 

didn’t halt the movement and 
Macron came under extreme 
pressure.

In some places strikers have 
joined with the Yellow Vests.

A big day of action by 
school students last week and 
again this week was strong-
est in areas where the Yellow 

Vests have mobilised. Last 
Saturday a demonstration of 
15,000 trade unionists over 
unemployment mingled with 
the Yellow Vests. 

On Monday  striking ambu-
lance workers blocked roads 
around parliament. They too 
were tear gassed. Macron’s 

government has tried to blame 
“ultra left and ultra right trou-
blemakers” for the revolt. 

But the vast majority of 
those involved are ordinary 
people.

Right wing paper Le Figaro 
admitted that most of those 
arrested in earlier Yellow 
Vests protests were “workers, 
mechanics, cooks, carpenters, 
farmers and plumbers, aged 
between 20 and 30”.

Rail worker Pierre came to 
Paris last Saturday with five 
workmates. 

He told Socialist Worker, “I 
came to see if this was a real 
working class movement of 
the sort I could support. It was 
brilliant, we all thought so.

“We were all involved in 
the rail strikes earlier this 
year. They were good but 
they didn’t go far enough.” 

“Now I feel we can bring 
Macron down.” 

If the protests continue and 
deepen they can do more than 
stop the price rises.

They can break Macron, 
free the arrested protesters,  
and start to roll back all the 
neoliberal assaults.

PROTESTERS BLOCK a road in Rennes, France, last Saturday. The sign demands Macron’s resignation  Picture: PA

 Right and left battle to shape Yellow Vests revolt
AN ARRAY of political 
forces have tried to 
benefit from the Yellow 
Vests movement from 
its beginning.

The fascist Marine 
Le Pen has posed as 
its champion, but her 
message of division 
and racism has been 
largely rejected.

Some trade union 
leaders have tried to 
shepherd the energy and 
militancy of the movement 
behind their own, much 
meeker, protests.

But for the most 
part the Yellow Vests 
have maintained their 
independence from 
such forces. Because 

of the gap between 
traditional politics and 
the concerns of millions 
of working class people, 
we can expect similar 
examples in the future. 

The Brexit vote in 
Britain had, in electoral 
terms, some of the 
same features.

The question is 
whether such movements 
will generalise to the 
left or to the right.

Socialists in France 
cannot influence 
this process by 
loftily criticising the 
contradictions and 
shortcomings of such 
movements. They have 
to be actively involved.    

Socialists call for strikes
THE MAIN French union 
federation, the CGT, 
is running to catch up 
with the Yellow Vests.

At first it was 
contemptuous of 
the movement. 

Now it says there is 
“legitimate anger in the 
population” and that “the 
CGT shares this anger”.

The CGT has invited 
“all employees of the 
private and public 
sectors, jobseekers, 
retirees and students to 
meet in general meetings, 
to debate demands and 
to collectively decide 
on action plans”. 

It has called for “a 

great day of action on 
14 December throughout 
the country”.

Strikes, more 
blockades and even larger 
demonstrations are the 
best way to build the 
movement. But the CGT 
leaders have too often 
throttled real resistance.

Olivier Besancenot 
from the revolutionary 
socialist NPA party 
has called for “millions 
to strike” to lay the 
basis for fundamental 
change in society.

On Tuesday, after 
the government 
retreat, he said, “The 
fight continues.”

Police have attacked protesters in France
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