
 TORIES
 RAMP UP 
 RACISM
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

TORY HOME secretary Sajid 
Javid is trying to go back on 
the offensive after the outrage 
over the Windrush scandal. 

He wants the public to divide 
migrants into categories of “good” 
and “bad”. 

A deportation flight to Jamaica 
with around 50 people on board 
was scheduled to leave London on 
Wednesday this week.

It was the first attempted depor-
tation flight to Jamaica since the 
height of the scandal last April.

There was outrage at the 
treatment of the Windrush 
generation—people who came 
from Britain’s former Caribbean 
colonies after the Second World 
War. They faced a loss of rights and 
deportation under Theresa May’s 
“hostile environment” policy. 

Anger erupted at news of 
the fresh charter flight—partly 
because many of the migrants are 
descendants and relatives of the 
Windrush generation. 

In response the Home Office 
said that those facing deporta-
tion on the flight have criminal 
records. Their convictions range 

from offences such as domes-
tic violence to drug and driving 
crimes.

If the Tories get away with 
these deportations they will push 
for more. They hope that ramping 
up racism will distract people from 
their Brexit divisions.

Javid plans new immigra-
tion rules based on a false divi-

sion between “skilled” and 
“unskilled” migrants. 

Anti-racists should fight 
to end deportations,  
close detention centres, 
and defend migrants’ 
rights. 

Join international day of 
protests against racism

Saturday 
16 March
lLondon
lGlasgow
lCardiff

standuptoracism.org
for details

lBACK CORBYN–VOTE LABOUR
lVOTE LEFT IN SCOTLAND

TRUMP GANG DEMAND REGIME CHANGE IN VENEZUELA >>PAGE 8

 END OF THE PINK TIDE?
HOW LATIN AMERICA RAILED AT IMPERIALISM >>PAGES 10&11
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 AFTER WINDRUSH SCANDAL,
 NEW DEPORTATION FLIGHTS

STRIKE

Traffic wardens 
determined to 
win on pay
STRIKERS IN Camden, north 
London, are “fully determined 
to fight” in their pay battle 
against outsourcing giant NSL. 

Around 130 traffic wardens, 
members of the Unison union, 
started a 14-day walkout on 
Monday.

NSL is the same firm that 
workers are striking against in 
Wandsworth, south London. 
>>Page 20

COLLEGES

Bosses need a 
tough lesson, 
say strikers
COLLEGE STRIKES last 
week saw big picket lines 
and a confident mood 
to take on the bosses.

UCU union members at 
13 English further education 
colleges struck.

Workers are fighting a 
derisory below-inflation 
1 percent pay offer after a 
decade of real term cuts. 
>>Page 17

ANTI-RACISM

Behind the 
Labour Party’s 
migrant flip flop
LABOUR FAILED to 
halt the Tories’ racist 
Immigration Bill last week.

What is it that leads 
Labour’s most principled and 
well known anti-racists to 
cave in? It’s more than a fear 
of losing votes that leads the 
party to back border controls.
>>Pages 14&15
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lAS mentioned  
previously, prisons minister 

Rory Stewart said in August he 
would quit after 12 months if 
prisons had not improved.   
Well in 2018 there were 325 
deaths in jail—a 10 percent 
rise—while self-harm rose 
by a record 23 percent and 
assaults by 20 percent. 

   The secret plot to give the  
 queen a holiday in Scotland 
PANIC. THE queen and other senior 
royals will be evacuated from London 
in the event of riots under secret 
plans being drawn up by Whitehall.

Emergency proposals to rescue the 
royal family during the Cold War have 
been “repurposed” in recent weeks.

The plans, which were originally 
intended to be put into action in the 
event of a nuclear attack from the 
Russians, would see the queen and 
the Duke of Edinburgh moved out of 
London to a secret location.

So secret is the plan that a Cabinet 
Office source told papers, “These emer-
gency evacuation plans have been in 
existence since the Cold War, but have 
now been repurposed in the event 
of civil disorder following a no-deal 
Brexit.”

Dai Davies, the former head of royal 
protection at Scotland Yard, said, “If 
there were problems in London, clearly 
you would remove the royal family 
away from those key sites. Where and 
how they will evacuate them is top 
secret and I can’t discuss it.”

He then continued to discuss 
it adding, “This is a measure that 
is extremely unlikely to come to 
pass. But the powers-that-be need 
to have contingency plans for any  
eventuality.”

Originally codenamed Operation 
Candid, plans were drawn up for the 
queen to be evacuated to sea on the 
royal yacht Britannia if the Soviet 
Union launched a nuclear attack.  

Royal yachts are presumbly immune to 
nuclear fallout.

But the royal yacht was mothballed 
in 1997, so the plans were amended to 
include evacuation via the Hebridean 
Princess, a cruise ship that will ferry 
the royals around the remote Scottish 
islands.

So a riot seems the only way to 
guarantee the royals a decent Scottish 
holiday this year.

l NEARLY ONE in ten state nursery 
schools has shut in the past nine 

years. The total number is down from 
428 in 2010 when the Tories took 
office to 394. Some 3.5 percent were 
in deficit before 2010—but this has 
now surged to 20.3 percent.  
    The sector’s total deficit 
was £594,000 in 2009-10 
but is now £4.8 million. 

Academy is the gift 
that just keeps giving 
SOME £400,000 was 
wrongly paid to two 
consultants involved with 
a Multi Academy Trust 
(MAT), the Education and 
Skills Funding Agency 
(ESFA) has found.

The Village School and 
Woodfield academy in 
Brent, west London, were 
set to become part of a 
MAT. Workers at The Village 
School staged several 
strikes against the plan.

The ESFA investigation 
looked into financial 
irregularities linked to 
the conversion process.

One of the consultants 
was Greg Foley. 

He acted as Chair of 
Trustees, Member of the 
Finance Committee and 
Chief Financial Officer.

Hank Roberts, president 
of the NEU in Brent, called 
on the schools’ executive 
head Kay Charles to go.

The NEU had raised 
concerns about finances 
to governors and trustees 
at the two schools. 

They failed to act on 
them. But the majority are 
proposed as governors and 
trustees of the new MAT—
where they will oversee 
a much bigger budget.

It’s not easy being a 
green capitalist, honest
TORY PEER John 
Selwyn Gummer’s 
private company has 
been paid more than 
£600,000 from “green” 
businesses that stand 
to make millions from 
his advice to ministers.

The Conservative 
heads the government’s 
Climate Change 
Committee.

Sancroft International 
has been paid by at 
least nine businesses 
and campaign 
groups involved 
in projects to 
cut greenhouse 
gases.

Engineering 
giant Johnson 
Matthey, which 
makes 

batteries for electric 
cars, paid Gummer’s 
firm nearly £300,000 
over five years. 

Temporis Capital—
whose profits from 
windfarms and solar 
energy projects are 
bolstered by government 
subsidies—paid the 
company £50,000 
between 2012 and 2017. 

Controversial green 
energy producer Drax, 
which gets £700 million 

a year in government 
subsidies, paid 
Sancroft £15,500 
while the Climate 
Change Committee 
was writing a report 

on Drax. 

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Show us the 
money’ 
Labour MP John Mann 
demands government bribe 
cash to back the Tories 

‘God wanted 
Donald Trump to 
be president’ 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders, the 
White House press secretary

‘You are strong’
One of the messages written 
by Meghan Markle on bananas 
given to women who work as 
prostitutes

‘People out here 
struggle to eat 
and sleep and 
she gifts us some 
words on a piece 
of fruit’
One woman, Nikki, responds

‘She has the 
means to help us 
more than that. 
It’s offensive’
Nikki continues

‘Squeamish’
Tory minister Liz Truss says 
women are held back because 
they feel ‘squeamish’ about 
earning lots of money

‘If you sign up 
you get  a signed 
copy of my latest 
speech’
Michael Gove entices 
people to pay extra for gold 
membership of the Tory party
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Eff orf with 
their heads 
THE QUEEN is advertising 
for a trainee butler who is 
capable of working at all 
estates and performing all 
royal functions. The pay is 
£19,935. 

Which seems way too 
little reward for being 
told to “eff orf” by Prince 
Andrew when you draw 
back his bedroom curtains 
at noon. Or for boiling five 
eggs for Prince Charles 
to ensure the one he 
chooses meets his exact 
requirements. 

Then there is ironing 
swastikas onto Harry’s 
outfits and scraping Philip 
off the road.

The naked 
hypocrite
MILLIONAIRE mockney 
Jamie Oliver has held 
meetings with bosses 
at McDonald’s, despite 
criticising the fast food 
chain for several  
years.

Oliver has had regular 
discussions about healthy 
eating with the chain’s 
bosses—including chief 
executive Paul Pomroy 
—but does not have a 
commercial relationship 
apparently.

Unlike oil company 
Shell and Tesco, which 
pay his bills.Resisting academies in Brent

Selwyn Gummer

SECRET BOAT being secretive

Fight the power

Call to deflect 
benefits
STAFF DO use “deflection 
scripts” to push Universal 
Credit claimants online 
rather than talk to them.

The DWP last year 
denied the claims and 
documents weren’t 
released under Freedom of 
Information.

But leaked documents 
show staff were 
encouraged to “ask what 
the claimant is calling for 
at the beginning of the 
call as this may open up 
the opportunity to deflect 
the caller online”.



Strike for climate grows
SUPPORT IS growing for a 
planned school student walkout 
to demand action over climate 
change. 

Activists are pushing for a 
strike on Friday 15 February, 
ahead of a global walkout 
planned for 15 March.

So far school students 
have struck in Belgium, 
Australia, Canada, 
Germany, Switzerland 
and Finland under the 
banner “Fridays for 
Future”.

The movement is 
inspired by student Greta 
Thurnberg, who has been 
striking every Friday 
outside the Swedish 

parliament since September. 
Around 12,500 students marched 
in Brussels on Thursday of last 
week for the fourth week in a 
row. One student held a placard 
reading, “I’ll do my homework 
when you do yours.” 

More than 3,000 
scientists have signed an 
open letter in support 
of the students. It read, 
“As scientists, and on the 
basis of scientific facts, 
we declare: the climate 
activists are right!”

They argued that 
collective action, not 
just lifestyle changes, 
are needed to save the 
planet.

 Chaos in  
 Corbyn’s  
 Labour
WHILE THE Tories are on the 
rocks, Labour faces its own 
divisions.

The Observer newspaper 
claimed last weekend that it 
“has been told by multiple 
sources that at least six MPs 
have been drawing up plans 
to resign the whip and leave 
the party soon”.

Their reasons centre on 
Brexit, alleged antisemitism 
in the party, and Jeremy 
Corbyn’s refusal to back the 

coup in Venezuela.
Any such split would be 

a repeat of the breakaway 
of 1981 when a handful of 
Labour MPs broke away to 
form the Social Democratic 
Party. They helped Margaret 
Thatcher to win the 1983 
election. 

The Parliamentary Labour 
Party discussed antisemitism 
on Monday evening.

MPs passed a motion 
demanding action from the 
leadership over antisemitism 
within seven days.

Meanwhile John Mann MP 
said he was one of several 
Labour MPs who might back 
Theresa May’s Brexit deal 
if there was an “investment 
package” for Leave-voting 
areas. 

The areas targeted by the 
funds are the ones the Tories 
devastated through industrial 
closures and a war on the 
trade unions in the 1980s. 

It would be outrageous to 
allow the Tory government 
to survive in return for a tiny 
portion of the money stolen 
in the past.

Instead of talking to May, 
trade union and Labour 
leaders should be organising 
resistance to the government, 
fighting to bring it down and 
to force a general election.

 Brexit unity is wobbly as  
 May seeks EU settlement
by CHARLIE KIMBER 

THERESA MAY faces another 
tortuous twist over Brexit with 
headlines about her “triumphs” 
already turning to dust.

The government remains stun-
ningly weak and is surviving only 
from day to day. 

May avoided another humiliating 
defeat in parliament last week by 
urging MPs to vote to ditch a key ele-
ment of her Brexit deal. 

This is the deal that she had said 
for months was the only deal, could 
not be amended fundamentally and 
was the sole alternative to no deal or 
no Brexit.

An amendment that passed by 
317 to 301 said the backstop over 
the Irish border (see page 15) 
should be “replaced with alternative 
arrangements to avoid a hard border”. 

This managed to bring together 
the large majority of the Tories, DUP 
bigots and a few Labour MPs.

But nobody knows what it means, 
and even before the vote was held the 
EU had made clear it wasn’t going to 
budge. It was fake unity around a 
fake programme.  

May was expected to return to 
Brussels this week to seek revisions 
to the withdrawal treaty. 

The Alternative Arrangements 
Working Group this week discussed 
what a different border regime could 
look like. 

It included hardcore Leavers as 
well as former Remainers.

It’s unlikely there will be consen-
sus. Before the group had met one of 
its members warned there was “trou-
ble ahead” unless May re-opens the 
whole Withdrawal Agreement and 
removes the backstop entirely.

As May prepared for her desperate 
quest, car firm Nissan abandoned the 
planned expansion of its Sunderland 
factory to build the new X-Trail 
model. The company said clearly 

that “business reasons”—the desire 
to make more profit—are behind the 
decision. 

But it added that “the continued 
uncertainty around the UK’s future 
relationship with the EU is not 
helping companies like ours”.

This triggered speculation of 
mass job losses unless politicians 
bow to bosses’ demands to halt 
Brexit or ensure a deal that protects 
companies’ interests.

Every announcement of job losses, 
driven by corporate policies, is likely 
to be camouflaged by talk of Brexit. 
Nissan chief Carlos Ghosn—now 
facing charges of financial miscon-
duct—promised May after the Brexit 

referendum that it would produce the 
X-Trail at the Sunderland site. 

But the company faced problems 
meeting the latest emission rules 
using the diesel engines that it buys 
from Renault in France. Nissan had 
already said it would not launch 
another new diesel car after 2021.

The Financial Times newspaper 
said, “To make petrol versions of the 
X-Trail in the UK would require ship-
ping engines from Japan, something 
the business considered commer-
cially unviable.” 

While politicians and the media 
are fixated on Brexit, the bosses 
avoid responsibility for putting prof-
its before people. 

BACK STORY
Theresa May is trying to hold her 
government together
lShe told MPs to vote against a 
key part of her deal 
lBut previously she insisted that 
no part of it was negotiable
lThe biggest sticking point is the 
question over the “backstop” over 
the Irish border
lThe EU wants to avoid  custom 
checks and a physical border in 
Northern Ireland
lMay has promised a “meaningful 
vote” on the deal on 14 February

Death notice
Colin Barker 1939-2019

Socialist Worker is very 
sad to heard of the death 
of Colin Barker. 

A full obituary is to 
follow next week. 

Among his many 
writings were a series 
of columns he wrote for 
Socialist Worker in 2003-4 
which can be found at 
bit.ly/WhereWeStandSW

Brussels protest

THERESA MAY is manoeuvring between tragedy and farce	
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 Join protests  
 on 16 March,  
 say unions 
TRADE UNIONS are throwing 
their weight behind the Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR) national 
demonstrations in London, 
Glasgow and Cardiff on Saturday 
16 March. They are part of an 
international day of action.

The CWU post and telecoms 
workers’ union has called on its 
workplace reps to support the 
mobilisations. 

“It is vital all CWU branches 
are represented on the day,” the 
national union told reps. 

The union has sent out 
materials for CWU members to 
use in workplaces and on social 
media to build support for the 
demonstration. 

Federation
The demonstation in London is 
backed by the TUC union federation.

Around 130 anti-racists joined 
the Scottish SUTR national 
conference in Glasgow last 
Saturday.

Delegates showed solidarity with 
Sheku Bayoh—a man who died 
minutes after being restrained by 
Police Scotland officers. 

Other themes included 
organising against the far right on 
campus and taking on the hostile 
environment.  

With just over a month to go 
until the demonstrations, it’s 
crucial that activists organise in 
their local area to get support out 
on the day.  
For a list of local mobilising meetings 
go to standuptoracism.org.uk 

 Setback for Robinson as  
 far right get more nasty
FORMER CONVICT Tommy 
Robinson was barred from 
Australia last week. It marked a 
new low for the Nazi, who was 
hoping to rake in thousands of 
pounds as part of a far right tour 
in the country.

His troubles don’t mean that 
the British far right threat has 
gone away. James Goddard, 
known for harassing Tory Anna 
Soubry outside parliament, is 
organising “Yellow Vest” protests 
around Britain. 

They only managed 40 in 
Newcastle last Saturday—and 
plans to “shut down” Leeds city 
centre failed. 

Supporters of Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) were on the 
streets to oppose them. 

The far right has not mobilised 
large numbers since last summer. 

But activists are still buoyed by 
the racism in society. 

And many are becoming 
more vicious after anti-fascists 
outnumbered the joint Tommy 
Robinson/Ukip march last 
December. Around 150 marched 
around Trafalgar Square in 

central London last Saturday. 
And around seven far right 

thugs tried to harass SUTR and 
Socialist Worker campaigning 
stalls in Manchester.

The next focus for the far right 
is likely to be a “Yellow Vest” 
rally in London on 30 March.  

SUTR and Unite Against 
Fascism have called a  
counter-mobilisation. 

Tommy Robinson has hit a new low

 Witness for  
 an inquest  
 could face  
 deportation 
The Tories’ ‘hostile environment’ lies 
behind the latest threat to migrants, 
writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans

THE TORIES are trying to deport a 
witness to the circumstances sur-
rounding the death of a Jamaican 
man who was being held at an 
immigration detention centre.

Inquest witness Christopher 
Richards is booked onto a depor-
tation flight bound for Jamaica. 
It  was scheduled to deport  
50 people on Wednesday. 

A second witness,  Joseph 
Nembhard, was granted a last 
minute repreive on Monday. 

They are two of the three wit-
nesses in the inquest of Carlington 
Spencer, who fell ill at Morton 
Hall immigration removal centre in 
Lincolnshire in September 2017. 

He was taken to hospital and 
received treatment for swelling of 
the brain, but never recovered.

A pre-inquest hearing is sched-
uled to take place on 3 March.

Former Tory home secretary 
Amber Rudd had already tried to 
deport a third inquest witness, but 
was blocked by the High Court last 
April. 

Resigned
She resigned the following day 
amid mounting outrage over the 
treatment of the Windrush genera-
tion of migrants.  

Her successor Sajid Javid is now 
trying to regain the initiative after 

the Windrush scandal put the Tories 
onto the back foot over immigration. 
That means dividing people between 
“good” and “bad” migrants. 

Stand Up To Racism has spoken 
out against the deportation.

The Home Office was keen to play 
up that those facing deportation on 
the flight have criminal records. 

It said, “Foreign nationals who 
abuse our hospitality by commit-
ting crimes in the UK should be in 
no doubt of our determination to 
deport them.”

Their convictions are for a range 
of charges from domestic violence to 
drug and driving offences. Labour 

BACK STORY
A witness to the circumstances 
surrounding the death of a 
Jamaican man face deportation
lThe man, Carlington Spencer, 
was being held in an immigration 
detention centre in Lincolnshire
lHe fell ill in September 2017 
and never recovered after 
suffering swelling of the brain
lAnother of those facing 
deportation, Divonte Demetri 
Fyffe, moved to Britain aged three
lHe faces being sent to Jamaica, 
where he knows no one

MP David Lammy said, “I have met 
many Windrush citizens forced into 
petty crime.

“This is precisely because of the 
hostile environment outrageously 
stripping them of rights to work, 
healthcare, housing and benefits.”

Some of those on the flight include 
people who came to Britain when 
they were children and the children 
of Jamaican migrants already living 
in the country. 

One of those facing deportation is 
Divonte Demetri Fyffe, who moved to 
Britain when he was three years old.  

The resident of Wolverhampton 
served a two-year sentence for a 

drug offence he committed when he 
was 18 years old. 

After Fyffe’s release, the immigra-
tion authorities told him he no longer 
had a right to remain in Britain. 
“I’m scared,” he said. “I don’t know 
anyone in Jamaica. Who will I stay 
with? How will I get income?”

He added, “I haven’t reoffended, I 
wanted to make a change. But I was 
told I couldn’t work or study, and 
now this is happening. I made one 
mistake and I’m still paying for it.”

The migrants’ treatment is a result 
of the Tories’ policy of creating a 
“hostile environment” for migrants. 
Labour’s shadow home secretary 

Diane Abbott has pledged to scrap 
the hostile environment. 

Her plans include shutting 
Y a r l ’ s  W o o d  a n d  B r o o k 
H o u s e — t w o  o f  B r i t a i n ’ s  
13 immigration detention centres—
and an end to indefinite detention.

Anti-racists should demand the 
closure of all immigration detention 
centres, an end to all deportations 
and for migrants to have the right 
to stay in Britain.

On other pages...
Why does Labour give into myths 
on immigration? >>Pages 14&15

TWO MIGRANTS who witnessed the circumstances surrounding a death have been threatened with deportation		   

FIGURE IT OUT
	 15	� protesters are set to be 

sentenced this week. 
They were found guilty 
under terror legislation 
after trying to stop a 
deportation flight

	60	� migrants were on the 
flight the 15 tried to 
stop, bound for Ghana 
and Nigeria

	 11	� of the migrants are still 
in Britain thanks to the 
actions of the  
Stansted 15

Support for the Stansted 15
SUPPORTERS OF the 
Stansted 15 group 
of protesters were 
set to rally outside 
Chelmsford Crown 
Court on Wednesday 
this week.

The protesters were 
found guilty under 
terror legislation 
after trying to stop a 
deportation flight. 

The Aviation and 
Maritime Security 
Act carries hefty 
sentences—including 

life imprisonment. 
The judge was set to 
decide on Wednesday. 

The flight that the 
Stansted 15 tried to 
stop had 60 migrants 
on board bound for 
Ghana and Nigeria.

Eleven are still in 
Britain as a result of 
the protesters’ actions.

The End 
Deportations group 
called on people 
to “demonstrate 
solidarity” and to 
“demand an end to 
brutal deportation 
flights”. 

Defending the 15

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

OUR ACTION CAN BREAK 
THE BREXIT BLOCKAGE 

 T
HERE’S A paralysis and 
sense of unreality in 
British politics. The Tories 
lurch from crisis to deeper 
crisis. Almost every week 

sees a new report about appalling 
poverty. Every month there is more 
evidence of the catastrophic toll of 
climate change. 

But none of it seems to matter. 
Most of the media treat the Brexit 
debates like a mix of reality TV 
and sporting event. Will Theresa 
May win by five votes or will Jacob 
Rees-Mogg outwit her?

Can the People’s Vote make a 
late comeback? Is Chuka Umunna 
about to put in a transfer request?

This happens because politics 
is deliberately separated off from 
ordinary people’s lives. 

Those at the top have 
always feared real democratic 
involvement and—whatever 
position they take on Brexit—they 
hate it more than ever now.

The only way ordinary people 
have ever wrested control for 
themselves is when they have 
organised, protested and kept 
fighting until they won. 

In Glasgow last Saturday Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn said, “The 
people who are bearing the brunt 
of nine years of austerity cannot 

wait years for a general election. 
They need a general election now.”

That’s true. But how are we 
going to get it? The parliamentary 
impasse could be changed only by 
a transformation of struggle from 
below to make the most of the 
crisis of the establishment.

And nobody should 
underestimate how much this 
matters. 

What if May eventually goes 
but the Tories escape and stay 
in government until the next 
scheduled general election in 2022? 

They promise nothing but more 
attacks on working class people.

There will be more 
privatisation, more hollowing 
out of the NHS, more fear about 

growing old and having to rely 
on a threadbare or non-existent 
social care systems.

Even more people will be driven 
by sanctions and Universal Credit 
to foodbanks and charities.

We can’t just look upwards and 
wait for Labour. We need action 
now, and if we have a Labour 
government.

It would be good to have a 
movement like the Yellow Vests in 
France. But we won’t get there by 
looking wistfully across the Channel.

Instead we have to try to 
organise ourselves. Every spark of 
struggle matters—the Birmingham 
care workers, the traffic wardens 
in London, the college strikers in 
Scotland and England, and others. 

We need more of this. We have 
to push union leaders to stop just 
being “angry and disappointed” 
or “shocked and concerned” 
when bosses cut pay or slash jobs. 
Instead they have to start fighting.

One crucial focus is the battle 
against racism which the Tories are 
using to divide opposition.  

The demonstrations in London, 
Glasgow and Cardiff against racism 
and fascism on 16 March are not 
just about battling division but also 
sending a wider message. We are 
not spectating, we are acting.

NO TO BIGOTRY IN SCHOOL
 AN ARGUMENT over LGBT+ 

education in Birmingham 
could pit two oppressed 

groups against one another.
Some 400 Muslim parents at 

Parkfield Community School 
signed a petition calling for it to 
drop a “No Outsiders in Our 
School” programme. This involves 
lessons on diversity as part of 
relationships and sex education.

Right wingers and liberals have 
seized on it to present Muslims 
as “backward” or particularly 
homophobic. Socialists support 

more relationships and sex 
education. And, even if some 
parents might object, children 
shouldn’t miss out on it.  

Muslim and LGBT+ pupils—and 
those who identify as both—should 
feel supported to think and talk 
about issues that affect their lives. 

Unfortunately a PowerPoint 
presentation by the head 
teacher linked the No Outsiders 
programme to “reducing 
radicalisation” as part of the 
Islamophobic “Prevent” programme. 

The Prevent strategy, which is 

used against Muslims, should not 
play any part in relationships and 
sex education. 

This pits LGBT+ and Muslim 
people against one another and 
undermines the possibility of open 
discussion in schools. 

Solidarity among oppressed 
groups is not automatic. 

It has to be built through 
supporting fights against racism, 
homophobia and other forms of 
oppression. Only through joint 
struggle can we seek to overcome 
homophobia and Islamophobia.

We can’t just look 
upwards and wait 
for Labour. We 
need to have 
action now

‘‘ 

Stand Up To Racism diary
l16 February: Student conference—
Decolonising Education—confronting 
racism on campus. 12.30pm-4.15pm

l23 February: Trade union conference—
Stopping the far right and challenging 
institutional racism. 10.30am-4.30pm

Both events will be held at NEU, Hamilton House, 
Mabledon Place, London WC1H 9BD.  

Go to standuptoracism.org.uk for more details
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 Banks propped up by  
 states a decade on
THE 2007-8 financial crash continues to overshadow the 
world economy. The big economic news last week was 
the decision of the US central bank, the Federal Reserve 
Board (Fed), not to increase interest rates.

This was a highly significant non-event. To understand 
why we have to go back to how the leading capitalist states 
got out of the Great Recession set off by the crash.

Basically, they ignored neoliberal dogma and opened the 
spending tap. This meant extra government borrowing. 

But a slick political operation driven by the corporate 
media and surviving banks soon redefined this as a 
“sovereign debt crisis”.

The result was austerity, which was aimed at cutting 
public spending. But economies were still far too weak to 
manage without state support. The strain was taken by the 
central banks, which in the neoliberal era regained control 
over creating money and setting interest rates.

The resulting “monetary activism” took the form 
especially of quantitative easing (QE). Central banks bought 
government and corporate bonds from privately owned 
banks, effectively pumping money into the financial system. 
The idea was the banks would use this money to lend to 
firms seeking to invest. 

When this didn’t happen, other measures were tried—for 
example, the introduction of negative interest rates, under 
which banks were charged for sitting on money.

But the plan was always that sooner or later monetary 
policy would be “normalised”. In other words, interest rates 
would be raised from the ultra-low levels they were cut to at 
the height of the crash, and QE would end. Behind this were 
two ideas.

First, there was the assumption that the crash and the 
Great Recession were just a blip in the expansion of a 
basically healthy capitalist system. 

Once their effects had been overcome, there could be a 
return to neoliberal “normality”. 

Hyper-inflation
Secondly, there is a key orthodox economic dogma, the 
quantity theory of money. This asserts that if you increase 
the amount of money in the economy too fast, this will lead 
to higher inflation. Many neoliberal economists warned that 
QE would lead eventually to hyper-inflation.

But the path to “normality” has proved very rocky, as 
successive Fed chairs have discovered. 

In 2013 Ben Bernanke, then chair of the Fed hinted that 
it would start tapering new money creation. The financial 
markets went wild, in the so-called “taper tantrum”. 

Bernanke retreated fast. His successor Janet Yellen began 
to reduce QE and increase interest rates, but in 2016 she was 
forced to put this on hold when the Chinese economy ran 
into serious difficulty.

A year ago, Donald Trump replaced Yellen with Jay 
Powell. He was infuriated when Powell resumed Yellen’s 
policy of gradually raising interest rates. 

The Fed also is not replacing the bonds it holds when they 
mature, which means it has stopped pumping new money 
into the banking system.

Trump was scared that the Fed would kill off the burst 
of growth the US economy has enjoyed since his election. 
But the orthodox economists at the Fed were worrying that 
falling unemployment would lead to higher inflation as 
workers felt confident enough to press for wage increases.

In fact, inflation is another highly significant non-event. 
Central banks have found it hard to get prices rising at their 
inflation target rate, usually 2 percent. 

One reason for this is that the unemployment figures look 
better than they actually are because so many people have 
just given up looking for jobs.

But the main reason Powell gave for putting further 
increases in interest rates on hold is “cross-currents” in the 
world economy.

These are the impact of the developing trade war between 
the US and China, economic slowdown in the eurozone and 
China, and the disruption a hard Brexit may cause.

But the fundamental truth is that global capitalism, still 
deeply wedded to free-market ideology, can’t do without 
the crutch of the state. This marks what the left-liberal 
economist James Galbraith has called “the end of normal”.

REMEMBERING THE victims of the 1989 Hillsborough football disaster	  Picture: Nick/Flickr

Too few turnstiles for fans at 
Hillsborough, court hears
by SADIE ROBINSON

T H E R E  W E R E  n o t 
enough turnstiles for fans  
enter ing the terraces 
on the day of the 1989 
Hillsborough football dis-
aster, a court has heard.

Some 96 Liverpool fans 
died after a crush devel-
oped in pens 3 and 4 at 
the Leppings Lane end 
of Sheffield Wednesday’s 
ground.

Chartered structural engi-
neer John Cutlack told a court 
on Monday about changes 
included in the 1986 Green 
Guide to safety at football 
grounds. One change defined 
the role of club management 
in ensuring fans’ safety.

Cutlack said the aim 
was to make sure a club  
understood that “the ultimate 
responsibility for safety sat 
with the holder of the safety 
certificate”.

Other changes included 
the introduction of a sug-
gested “maximum flow rate” 
through turnstiles of 750 
people per hour.

Cutlack said the target 
was “interpreted to mean 
that it was expected that the  
turnstiles would need to be 
of sufficient numbers that 
everybody could get into the 
ground in an hour”.

But he said for all fans to 
get into the Leppings Lane 
terraces, the turnstiles would 
have needed to admit 1,443 
people per hour.

The Green Guide was 
voluntary. But Cutlack said 
councils in particular often 
“viewed it as the Bible”.

The court heard that the 
Leppings Lane turnstiles 
needed to cater for around 
6,000 more people on the 
day of the disaster than on 
a typical league match day. 
Cutlack also estimated that 
the figure of 1,443 was about 
30 percent higher than at the  
semi-final in 1988, when 
arrangements were different.

Cutlack said at a flow rate 
of 750 per hour per turn-
stile, it would have taken 

around one and a half hours 
to get everyone through the  
turnstiles in 1988. In 1989 
he estimated that this would 
take nearly two hours.

“Inevitably i f  people 
arrived within the last hour 
before the game there would 
have been more people  
outside the turnstiles still 
trying to get in than would 
have been the case in 1988,” 
he said.

A Health and Safety 
Executive (HSE) review 
after the disaster found that  
barrier 124a, which collapsed 
in the crush, was around 60 
years old. The HSE concluded 
that it had suffered some 
corrosion, as had two other  
barriers in pens 3 and 4.

Density
The HSE calculated that there 
were 1,576 fans in pen 3 on 
the day leading to a “packing 
density” of 8.4 people per 
square metre. It thought the 
figure in pen 4 was similar.

David Duckenfield, police 
match commander on the 
day of the disaster, faces 95 
charges of manslaughter by 
gross negligence. He cannot 
be charged over the death 
of the 96th, Tony Bland, as 
he died four years after the 
disaster.

Graham Mackrell, then 
Sheffield Wednesday club 
safety officer, faces two 
charges relating to safety 
breaches. Both deny the 
charges.

The trial continues.

Rigg hearings begin
POLICE officers involved 
in the detention of Sean 
Rigg lied about their 
actions as part of a 
cover-up after he died 
in custody, a police 
misconduct hearing 
heard on Monday.

Officers are 
also accused of 
holding Sean 
in a prone 
position for 
seven minutes, 
an excessive 
period of time.

Five cops face 
charges of gross 
misconduct over 
the death of 
Sean who died 

after being restrained 
in 2008. They deny the 
charges and face the 
sack if found guilty.

Opening the case, 
Gerard Boyle QC accused 
the officers of gross 
errors and four of them 

of lying to an 
inquest jury and 
investigators to 
hide the truth. 

Sean was 
arrested on 
the grounds 
he had stolen 
a passport.
The passport 
turned out to 
be his, the 
hearing heard.Sean Rigg

David Duckenfield
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 Hi-vis unity as strikers  
 join with Yellow Vests  
by CHARLIE KIMBER

STRIKES AND protests swept 
France on Tuesday as the Yellow 
Vest  movement  and t rade 
unionists came together for the 
first time in significant numbers.

The Yellow Vests have put tens 
of thousands of people onto the 
streets every Saturday for 12 weeks 
in a row. 

A movement that began over 
fuel prices has grown into a con-
frontation with French president 
Emmanuel Macron’s neoliberal 
agenda.

The movement took a massive 
step upwards this week by linking 
with strikes that had been called as 
a result of rank and file pressure on 
union leaders.   

The main CGT union federation, 
the smaller Solidaires union federa-
tion, the school students’ union and 
the university students’ union called 
for the action on Tuesday. 

And union branches from some 
other federations joined their call. 

Socialist Worker went to press 
before the full picture of the day’s 
events were clear, but there were 
good early signs.

Many rail services were hit as 
drivers, guards and signal workers 
struck. 

Alain, a rail worker in Boulogne, 
told Socialist Worker, “We came 
out across the different union 
federations and the grades.

“Of course not everyone came 
out on strike. It is not easy to  
overcome the lack of leadership 
at an earlier stage from the union  
leaders, but lots of us are Yellow 
Vests or know the Yellow Vests. 

“We can get unity and beat 
Macron.”

Sections of teachers and other 
school workers were out in many 
cities. From around 3am up to 1,000 
strikers and Yellow Vests blockaded 
the entrances of the Rungis markets 
which supply the whole of the Paris 
district.  

Dawn 
By dawn three out of four of the 
entrances were closed, and the 
fourth blocked by traffic.

Alice, a student at Paris 8 univer-
sity, was part of the Rungis blockade 
and then went to a blockade at her 
college. 

“There were 350 students 
involved early on and we closed 
the classes and then held a gen-
eral assembly to discuss the attacks 
on education,” she told Socialist 
Worker. 

“We are against restrictions on 
university entrance which will 
hit poorer people and against the 
sixteen-fold rise in fees for students 
from outside the European Union. 

“But we also stand with the 
workers and the Yellow Vests 

against low pay, poor housing and 
the arrogance of the rich.”  

She added, “The Rungis blockade 
was inspiring. 

“It’s the first time I felt we could 
all be together. 

“And it was great there were 
undocumented migrants’ groups 
who were part of it as well.”

In Nice, in southern France, one 
of the biggest mobilisations since 
the start of the movement saw strik-
ers and Yellow Vests sweep through 
the streets. 

Airport entrances in Nantes and 
the port of Bayonne in western 
France were blockaded.

To beat Macron there needs to 
be a further escalation—a con-
tinuing general strike—but every 
sign of unity this week is very 
important.

On other pages...
Latin America and the march of 
the right >>Page 10&11

Anger at police brutality  
ANGER AT cops’ brutality 
was the theme for the 
Yellow Vest’s “Act XII”—the 
12th weekend of national 
protests—last Saturday. 

Marchers remembered those 
who have been killed or have 
suffered appalling injuries by 
the CRS riot police and cops’ 
use of flashball guns, tear gas 
grenades and other weaponry.

Between 10 and 15,000 
people took part in protests 
in Paris last Saturday. 

The most popular slogans 
were, “They kill, they wound—
down with the CRS,” and “5 
February—unlimited strike”.

Thousands of people took 
to the streets in other cities 
and towns including Tours, 

Valence, Marseille, Besancon, 
Strasbourg, Rouen, Lille, 
Toulouse, Saint-Quentin, 
Caen, Valence, Grenoble, 
Montpelier and Bordeaux. 

Yellow Vest leader Jerome 
Rodrigues, who was recently 
maimed by a police flashball, 
was on the Paris protest.

He said, “I am the 20th 
person to have lost an eye so 
it is important that I come.” 

In Paris and several other 
cities anti-fascists identified 
and removed far right thugs.

Those removed included 
the fascist group “The 
Zouaves” who attacked 
the revolutionary socialist 
NPA section of the protest 
in Paris last week.

PALESTINE 

Israel erects 
new racist 
border wall 
around Gaza
ISRAEL HAS begun building 
a new giant fence around the 
Gaza Strip to make escape 
for Palestinians even more 
difficult.

Work began last Saturday 
on a new, high tech 20-foot 
steel fence. 

When completed it will 
stretch 40 miles around the 
Palestinian enclave, which 
has been under siege for more 
than 11 years.

The fence will stand just 
metres from an  
already-existing fence, 
equipped with sensors and 
atop a deep underground wall. 

It’s yet another brutal 
measure to keep ordinary 
people living in horrific 

conditions of overcrowding, 
poverty and shortages.

It comes after nearly a full 
year of mass demonstrations 
by Palestinians at the border 
fence.

Palestinians have been 
holding weekly protests at the 
fence every Friday since March 
last year. 

They are demanding an end 
to the siege and the right of 
Palestinian refugees to return 
to the land they were expelled 
from in 1948.

Some 263 Palestinians, 
including more than  
45 children, have been killed 
by Israeli forces during the 
protests. 

Israel finds the Palestinian 
demand for the right to return 
unacceptable because it sees 
the presence of Arabs inside 
its borders as a threat to its 
existence.

It was founded in 1948 
through a campaign of ethnic 
cleansing against Palestinians 
to ensure it had a Jewish 
ethnic majority. 

It uses racist laws and 
repressive measures to keep 
Palestinians out.
Nick Clark 

YELLOW VEST protesters and  
CGT and Solidaires union federations 
joined forced on the streets of 
towns and cities across France. They 
included protests in the Rungis 
district of Paris (above) and Orleans 
in central France (left)

A Palestinian in Gaza
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MADURO SUPPORTERS rallied on Saturday. The sign says “Get out of the White House Donald Trump”�

Trump goes nuclear 
with treaty meltdown
US PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
has made another terrifying 
move that increases the threat 
of nuclear war. The Tories are 
helping him.

Trump has announced the 
US will no longer be bound by 
the Intermediate Range Nuclear 
Forces (INF) treaty that was 
signed over 30 years ago.

Under the INF the US and 
Russia agreed not to deploy 
land-based missiles with 
ranges between 500 and 5,500 
kilometres.

Now the US wants to tear up 
the old treaty so it can counter 
the rise of China. Scrapping the 
treaty will allow it to develop 
and then deploy new missiles 
––including nuclear weapons in 
the longer run.

It’s not just the White 
House that wants to clear the 
path to more missiles. Jens 
Stoltenberg, Nato’s secretary-
general, said the alliance 
agreed Russia would “bear 
sole responsibility” for the 
treaty’s demise. British defence 
secretary Gavin Williamson has 
said that Russia is “making a 

mockery” of the treaty. Such 
comments encourage Trump’s 
fanatical militarism.

The chilling readiness of 
the US and its nuclear rivals 
to ratchet up the drive to war 
has to be met by renewed 
determination to eliminate 
nuclear weapons and the system 
that produces nuclear weapons.

Jeremy Corbyn and the 
Labour Party could take an 
important step forward if they 
reversed their 2017 manifesto 
policy and pledged to get rid of 
Trident nuclear missiles.
Longer online at  
bit.ly/TrumpGoesNuclear

West threatens force to 
get its way in Venezuela
by SADIE ROBINSON

W E S T E R N  g o v e r n m e n t s 
are organising to force out 
Venezuelan president Nicolas 
Maduro. Their manoeuvres show 
up the sham that is democracy 
under capitalism.

Opposition leader Juan Guaido 
declared himself “interim presi-
dent” of Venezuela last month.

Several European countries, 
including France, Britain and Spain, 
recognised Guaido as interim pres-
ident on Monday. They ordered 
Maduro to call presidential elec-
tions by Sunday, and threatened to 
recognise Guaido if their demand 
wasn’t met.

The US announced it is send-
ing “aid” to Venezuela follow-
ing a request from Guaido. It has 
also imposed sanctions against 
Venezuela’s state-owned oil firm 
PDVSA.

Geoff Ramsey from the NGO 
Washington Office on Latin 
America said the US hoped this 
“will be the silver bullet that finally 
kills Maduro’s regime”.

The sanctions ban US firms from 
exporting goods or services to 
PDVSA. US refineries are banned 
from buying crude oil from PDVSA 
unless the money is paid into 
accounts not linked to Maduro.

US national security advi-
sor John Bolton said the sanc-
tions would immediately block  
£5.4 billion of PDVSA assets. 
The firm will lose an estimated  
£8 billion in the coming year.

Bolton claimed the sanctions were 
aimed at helping the poor and pro-
moting “democracy”. But Ramsey 
said, “It’s hard to see these sanctions 
doing much apart from increasing 
the suffering of normal people.”

Regime
Events in Venezuela have nothing 
to do with democracy. The real aim 
is to install a regime that is friendly 
to the US. Even Bolton admitted 
that the sanctions are aimed at pro-
tecting US interests.

“The authoritarian regime of 
Chavez and Maduro has allowed 
the penetration by adversaries 
of the United States, not least of 
which is Cuba,” he said.

“That is a strategic significant 
threat and there are others, includ-
ing Iran’s interest in Venezuela’s 
uranium deposits.”

Bolton added that unless Maduro 
accepted “a nice quiet retirement on 
a pretty beach” he would end up “in 
some other beach like Guantanamo”.

Asked if US troops could get 
involved he said, “The president 
has made it very clear that all 
options are on the table.”

Guaido called protests last 
weekend and said they would con-
tinue until there was “freedom”. 

Thousands of people protested in 
the capital Caracas in his support—
but thousands also demonstrated to 
support Maduro.

Maduro has kept the support of 
the military, but some figures are 
switching sides. General Francisco 
Yanez last week became the high-
est-ranking military official to pub-
licly back Guaido.

The coup attempt follows years 
of crisis. Ordinary people have suf-
fered shortages of food and millions 
have emigrated. But this isn’t some 
particular failing of left wing gov-
ernments—the crisis is fuelled by a 
system that is stacked in favour of 
the rich.

Venezuela was hit by a sharp 
fall in oil prices in 2014. And its 
government is punished for not 
slavishly following the US. It isn’t 
allowed to interact with the US 
financial system, for instance, and 
so can’t restructure its debts.

Left wing governments in 
Venezuela have been elected with 
great enthusiasm. But while they 
brought about some reforms, they 
left the rich and their system in place.

Workers and the poor taking 
action for themselves can block 
a right wing coup—and create 
a movement that can pose an 
alternative.

On other pages...
Latin America and the march of 
the right >>Pages 10&11

Nurses in 
Ireland on 
pay strike
MORE THAN 35,000 striking 
nurses have picketed hospitals 
across Ireland, telling the 
government they can take no 
more.

They launched a series of 
strikes to get pay rises to stop a 
flight from the job. There is now 
only one application for every 
four vacancies. Workers want a 
12 percent pay rise.

Following two 24-hour strikes 
last week, the Irish Nurses and 
Midwives Organisation (INMO) 
staged a strike on Tuesday and 
called another for Thursday this 
week. 

And there are set to be 
another five strikes this month. 

The government is openly 
worried that it will see other 
groups of workers strike 
for better pay. A national 

agreement means that the 
government can threaten 
to withdraw previous pay 
improvements because of the 
strike. But the strike is very 
popular and the government 
won’t risk attacking the nurses.

Emma, who has been in the 
job for two years, said, “A lot 
of people I graduated with are 
away now, there’s very few of 
them still here in the country.

“Why would you stay here if 
you can go to another country 
with better money, a better 
staff-patient ratio?”

Ben, picketing in Dublin, said, 
“It just feels like the government 
aren’t listening to us.

“We’re out, up and down the 
country, fighting the good fight 
for our patients, that’s why 
we’re doing it.”

FIGURE IT OUT
	2.1	� billion dollars spent 

every second on 
fighting against 
green as a colour 
and backing purple

	 1.1	� dollars spent every 
second on fighting 
against green as a 
colour and backing 
purple colour and 
backing purple

	 O	� dollars spent every 
second on fighting 
against green as a 
colour and backing

A land-based missile

Striking hospital staff

FIGURE IT OUT

2,600
�Fewer nurses in Ireland now 
than there were in 2007

 216
�The number of nurses the 
Health Service Executive is 
short of what is required to 
care for all admitted patients, 
according to the Irish Nurses 
and Midwives Organisation last 
August
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Tories should 
be ashamed
I HOPE a real, socialist 
Labour government, led 
by Jeremy Corbyn, could 
be in place this year. 

It should use its 
mandate to erase all 
the rotten, arrogant and  
greed-driven policies 
carried out under 
decades of Tory rule. 

The government has 
made deliberate and 
merciless attacks on 
vulnerable people.

Tory voters should 
be ashamed of the right 
wing agenda their party 
has continued to pursue.

Michael Thompson
Devon

Don’t forget 
struggle here 
IT’S GREAT to celebrate 
the Los Angeles school 
teachers in their 
successful strike.

But please publicise 
the contribution of local 
Liverpool Labour parties 
and FBU union delegates 
in a local victory to get 
proposed cuts in fire and 
rescue services shelved. 

In or out of the EU 
fighting austering must 
be a priority for the left.

Vincent Ferguson
Liverpool

Nobody is 
‘unskilled’
ON READING “Tory 
immigration law cracks 
down on ‘unskilled’ 
migrants” I want to tell 
“unskilled” migrants 
we really appreciate 
everything you have 
brought to Canada.

Everyone has a “skill” 
of one kind or another 
and all your hard work is 
crucial to our success.

So sorry British Tories 
have it in for you—you 
are welcome here.

John Richmond
Toronto, Canada

nWE NEED a crack down 
on unskilled ministers. 

Julian Self
on Twitter

Big problems 
with hospital
I READ “Problems were 
built into the Glasgow 
hospital named ‘Death 
Star’ (Socialist Worker, 
30 January). 

These problems are a 
result of a relationship 
between medical 
models of healthcare, 
technical solutions 
and the prioritisation 
of the needs of large 
corporations’ profits.

Gerry Mooney
On Twiter

Just a 
thought...

Get involved 	

Now is the time to fight for our ideas
ON THE radio I heard a 
police officer warning of 
the danger of the growth 
of the far right.

It was good to hear 
someone in official 
authority at last naming 
this danger.

This will bring it to the 
attention of millions who 
might have thought it a left 
wing fantasy. 

His comments were 
reported in newspapers 
too. 

So now is a good time to 
initiate anti-racist groups in 
workplaces.

We can sell badges, 
discuss what people want 

to do in their area or 
workplace to turn the tide 
on the racists.

Many unions have 
equalities policies and 
equalities officers which 
could be put to good use 
in backing these meetings. 

All unions have  
anti-discriminatory 
policies which again can 
be used to build a 
meeting.

When I sold badges and 
talked about the 
possibilities for anti-racists 
I found I was pushing at an 
open door, and others have 
had the same experience. 
Most of us are against 
racism but we need to 
organise to have an effect.

Now seems like a better 
time than ever with 
awareness even being 
raised by the police. 

Heather Booker
Swansea

Not all men 
are bullies
I READ Leoni Knight’s letter 
about the new Gillette 
razor advert (Socialist 
Worker, 23 January).

We shouldn’t risk 
alienating ourselves from 
the men and women who 
are angry at how men have 
been portrayed in the 
video.

The ad focuses on the 
worst of male behaviour. 
Not all men are bullies, and 
don’t encourage and 
engage in violence as it 
seems to imply.

We are who we are, and 
never who the adverts tell 
us we are—so let’s not the 
adverts divide us.

Oliver Prevost
East London

Kondo has 
limitations
YOUR ARTICLE on Marie 
Kondo and the “life 
changing magic of tidying 
up” (Socialist Worker, 30 
January) was interesting.

When life is difficult, 
having control over our 
own homes and possessions 
can give us a feeling of 
empowerment. But this 
leads to huge pressures on 
women, particularly 
mothers, to do it all. 

Getting rid of things 
doesn’t really make life 
easier for working class 
people—and it is more 
difficult for working class 
people to replace what they 
declutter. It is costly and 
time consuming to replace 
anything thrown away. 

If capitalism’s drive for 
profit was gone, it would be 
easier to consider whether 
the items we possess are 
“joy sparking” enough.

Siobhan Brown
East London

Racism wasn’t at heart 
of eugenics movement
THE RETURN of Scientific 
Racism (Socialist Worker, 
23 January) article was 
excellent.  

 It is important to add, 
however, that racism was 
not the defining or central 
feature of eugenics.

This could be argued in 
relation to the movements 
in the US and Nazi 
Germany. 

However, the main 
characteristic shared by the 
many different strands of 
eugenics was an elitist and 
paternalistic middle class 
bias. Racism was not 

central to the sterilisation 
laws passed in 
Scandinavian states nor to 
eugenics in Britain. These 
were mainly concerned 
with how to deal with those 
deemed as “degenerate” or 
“feeble-minded”. 

To see eugenics as being 
only or even principally 
about racism doesn’t help 
us understand why so much 
of the left supported it.

They believed mistakenly 
that it was based on sound 
scientific insights.  

Roddy Slorach
East London

Keep pressure on councils 
for a ‘climate emergency’
THERE’S A growing movement to 
demand political leaders take 
serious action on climate change. 

As a direct result of this 
pressure, more than 20 British 
councils—and councils as far away 
as Canada and Australia—have 
now declared a “climate 
emergency”.

Groups such as Extinction 
Rebellion—which has a focus on 
direct action—symbolise a 
movement which is energetic, 
international, anti-racist and 
pro-refugee. 

Greta Thunberg became an 
inspirational figure at just 15. 

Last year Greta kicked off a 
global wave of school strikes for 
the climate. She recently told the 

billionaires at the Davos Economic 
Forum they were sacrificing the 
climate “to continue making 
unimaginable amounts of money”.

The fight for the health of the 
planet has dramatic consequences.

Councils declaring climate 
emergencies can’t overturn the 
system that plunders the natural 
world for profit. 

But these campaigns play an 
important role in keeping the 
pressure up on such an important 
issue.

There are other exciting 
opportunities for action. 

Socialists should try to link up 
with the Youth strikes for the 
climate on 15 February and 15 
March. Students in British schools 

and colleges are planning to join 
the #FridaysForFuture walkouts.

And if there’s a campaign to get 
your local council to declare a 
climate emergency, get involved. 

Extinction Rebellion is planning 
an “international rebellion” week 
from 15 April, where activists are 
aiming to shut down capital cities 
until climate demands are met.

Trade unionists should pass 
motions of support and be 
involved.

Socialist and trade unionist 
involvement will help ensure 
climate campaigns integrate 
working class and anti-racist 
demands.

Kim Hunter
Scarborough



Alistair Farrow on how the Pink Tide ebbed and 
what can be done to stop the reactionariesA

CROSS LATIN America 
right wing forces are 
organising to roll back 
the left’s gains of the 
last 20 years. The 
Pink Tide of left wing 

governments came to office off 
the back of mass movements and 
revolts in the 1990s and 2000s. 

Their talk of “socialism in the 21st 
century” and resistance to free market 
shock therapy terrified the rich and 
inspired the left across the world.

The r ight  now senses  an 
opportunity to take back control. 

Far right Jair Bolsonaro is presi-
dent of Brazil, the largest and politi-
cally most important country in Latin 
America. His victory was a litmus 
test for the direction the continent is 
moving in.

Venezuela could be next if Juan 
Guaido manages to oust left wing 
president Nicolas Maduro. It could 
herald a return to the dark days of 
US-sponsored dictators and rampant 
neoliberalism. 

Elsewhere the right is on the 
march. 

And there are also serious prob-
lems with the left wing governments. 
The three countries most associ-
ated with the Pink Tide—Venezuela, 
Bolivia and Ecuador—have made 
very conscious turns away from their 
programmes of reform.  

In Ecuador president Lenin 
Moreno is pursuing a policy of bal-
ancing between the interests of big 
business and “the people”. And he 
is closing the borders to refugees 
fleeing the social crisis in neighbour-
ing Venezuela. 

Meanwhile, Bolivian president  
Evo Morales has invited Western 
imperialist powers to exploit the 
country’s natural resources. That’s 
particularly ironic given Morales was 
brought to office by a mass move-
ment of indigenous people fighting 
against gas multinationals. 

Most recently, Morales gave 
German firm ACI Systems the rights 
to mine the salt lake Uyuni in Potosi 
for the 21 million tonnes of lithium. 

This is all a far cry from the late 
20th century when ordinary people 
across Latin American waged huge 
struggles that challenged imperialism.

The election of left wing govern-
ments in Latin America through-
out the late 1990s and early 2000s 
was a result of these huge politi-
cal shifts. Mass movements against 

US imperialism and neoliberalism 
provided the impetus to sweep them 
to office. 

These movements were partly 
a response to the broken prom-
ises by the politicians who replaced 
US-backed dictators. 

W h e n  C h i l e a n  g e n e r a l  
Augusto Pinochet was forced out 
in 1989, it was supposed to be the 
beginning of a new democratic era 
in Latin America. But the neoliberal 
assault on ordinary people continued.

People rose up in disgust at how 
they were treated—but also at the 
false promises of a new hope.

In Venezuela Carlos Andres Perez 
won the presidential election in 
1989. Perez claimed during the elec-
tion campaign he would dismiss the 
neoliberal dictats of the International 
Monetary Fund. He re-imposed them 
after he won.

The price of fuel and transport shot 
up. 

So hundreds of thousands of 
people rose up in the capital Caracas 
and its satellite towns in a mass revolt 
known as the Caracazo. 

Mass revolts followed in Ecuador 
from 1990 and in Mexico with the 

Bolivia
Evo Morales 
elected president
in 2006

Argentina

Uruguay

Paraguay

Guyana

Costa Rica

Nicaragua

Cuba

Ecuador
Rafael Correa 
elected president
in 2007

Venezuela
Hugo Chavez 
elected president 
in 1999. Replaced 
by Nicolas 
Maduro in 2013

The ‘Pink Tide’ of Latin 
America comprised 
countries that elected 
radical and social 
democratic parties in 
the 2000s

Mass movements 
and Pink Tide 
governments often 
had a difficult 
relationship

‘‘ 

Zapatista uprising in 1994. These 
movements formed the backdrop for 
the victory of the Pink Tide govern-
ments, which would have not taken 
office without them. 

Another period of resistance came 
in the early 2000s. A US-backed fac-
tion within the Venezuelan mili-
tary tried to initiate a coup against 
left president Hugo Chavez in 2002. 
Hundreds of thousands of ordinary 
Venezuelans marched from the barrio 
slums to the presidential palace in 
Caracas to demand his release. 

The military was forced to back 
down.

In 2000 in Bolivia there were sig-
nificant mobilisations against the 
privatisation of the municipal water 
supply. 

The so-called “gas war” from 2003 
saw people demand the nationalisa-
tion of natural gas. This grew into 
a huge movement—people erected 
road blocks across the country, bring-
ing it to a standstill. 

Eventually president Gonzalo 
Sanchez de Lozada was forced to 
resign. He was succeeded by his vice 
president Carlos Meza—who was also 
forced to step down. This cleared 

the way for socialist Evo Morales 
to win the 2005 election on a plat-
form of opposition to multinationals 
exploiting natural resources.

There was always a difficult rela-
tionship between the Pink Tide 
governments and the mass move-
ments that brought them to office. 
Often they demobilised the popular 
movements once elected. 

Professor John Beverley pointed 
out the contradiction at the heart of 
the relationship. “What should be the 
relation of formal or informal social 
movements to the new governments 
of the Pink Tide that they have helped 
bring to power?” he asked.

“Do the social movements capture 
the state, or are they instead captured 
by it, limiting the radical force and 
possibility they carried initially?”

There is still time to resist the 
rise of the right. But there has to be 
a return of the mass movements—
acting independently of left wing 
reformist politicians who seek to 
tame the capitalist state. 

Only such a fight by the Latin 
American working class could turn 
the tables on the right and take the 
fight to the bosses.

 What went wrong with  
 the Pink Tide project?

 FORCES THAT looked to 
the Pink Tide governments 
as the alternative are now 
scrambling around to find 

explanations for their failures.
Labour shadow chancellor 

John McDonnell argued that 
Venezuela’s problems stemmed 
from its inability to diversify the 
economy from oil. 

Yet while diversification would 
have had an effect, it would not 
have helped Venezuela escape 
the consequences of global 
economic crisis.

The social reforms of the 
Pink Tide governments were 
underpinned by the commodities 
boom of the early 21st century. 
They ploughed some revenues 
from oil, gas, soya and other 
exports into alleviating poverty. 

In Venezuela policies reduced 
unemployment from 14.5 percent 
in 1998 when Chavez took office 
to 7.8 percent in 2011.

Similarly in Brazil large-scale 
redistributive programmes were 
introduced.

All of these reforms should 
be celebrated as real gains for 
ordinary people. 

But Chavez and the other 
leaders did all this while leaving 
capitalist social relations intact. 

Instead of an outright assault 
on the rich, Chavez sought 
social peace with the ruling 
class. He used oil profits to fund 
progressive social programmes 
while privatising state assets and 
handing control of the state oil 
company to the military.

The commodity boom was 
fuelled by the needs of the rapidly 
growing Chinese economy. When 
this began to slow down following 
the economic crisis of 2007, 
Latin America was particularly 
vulnerable. 

The crisis bit hard across 
the continent around 2015. The 
material basis for the reforms 
introduced by the Pink Tide 
governments was coming undone. 

Each country reacted in 
different ways. In Brazil—which 

was more loosely associated 
with the Pink Tide, Dilma 
Rousseff’s Workers’ Party 
government hammered the poor. 
She introduced laws favouring 
big landowners over indigenous 
farmers and raised the threshold 
for unemployment insurance, 
among many other measures.

The contradictions have come 
undone in catastrophic ways.

Maduro has opened up the 
Venezuelan economy, inviting  
159 international firms to apply 
for concessions to extract 
minerals, oil and gas in cahoots 
with a military corporation. 

This is in the Arco Minero 
region, where he has also 
suspended constitutional rights to 
smooth the way for bosses.

Vultures
Caracas Capital Markets 
managing partner Russ Dallen 
is one of the vultures lining up 
to take advantage. “Even if the 
vault was empty, the oil, gold 
and natural gas reserves remain 
underground,” he said. 

“That’s what bondholders and 
the IMF are counting on for the 
future.”

Even with the ruling class out 
for his blood, Maduro is trying to 
negotiate with them. 

He has repeatedly called for 
a dialogue with both the US and 
Juan Guaido. He has even asked 
for talks between his ruling PSUV 
party and the right in Venezuela, 
which Mexico and Uruguay have 
agreed to mediate.

In 2014 to 2015 a similar 
conference was held. The right 
shunned it with just one day to 
go—in a period when Maduro’s 
grip on power was significantly 
tighter than it is now. 

The solution to coups and 
imperialist intervention is try and 
break the power of the ruling 
classes and their imperialist 
backers.

Venezuela shows what 
happens when left wingers try to 
compromise with capitalism. 

LEFT CHALLENGE
‘Revolution in 
the 21st century’
THE PINK Tide governments were 
touted as an alternative to both 
reformist social democracy and 
revolutionary Marxism.

Chavez described them as a 
new way for the left to take power, 
describing it as “socialism in the 
21st century” and “revolution in 
the 21st century”.

In reality, he pursued a 
reformist strategy of trying to 
implement changes from above 
through the capitalist state. 

There are many factions in the 
ruling PSUV party—from the left to 
the right—and some of the party’s 
leaders have been photographed 
meeting with Juan Guaido.

Temir Porras, who served in 
the Chavez government, said, 
“Chavismo is a very peculiar 
movement. It has a massive 
civilian component but it also 
has a very deeply rooted military 
component.”

Chavez’s great talent was to 
maintain a balance between these 
two forces in Venezuelan society. 

Porras also calls for 
negotiation between the PSUV 
and the right in Venezuela. This 
is a continuation of the Chavismo 
strategy. 

Maduro argues that the 
Venezuelan economic crisis is all 
down to US sanctions. 

It’s true that the sanctions 
are having a brutal effect—a UN 
rapporteur branding them an 
“economic crime” against the 
people. But Maduro must also 
take responsibility for political 
mistakes that led to the situation. 

Crucially, he did not pursue 
more combative policies such as 
nationalisation of industries and of 
the financial sector, along with the 
expropriation of the bosses’ assets. 

These and similar policies 
would have meant confronting the 
capitalist state and bosses and 
looking to the millions of ordinary 
Venezuelans. That is still possible 
but it is increasingly clear that 
Chavismo’s reformist strategy is 
incapable of delivering such a 
challenge to the system.

Middle class supporters of Juan 
Guaido in Venezuela have taken 
to the streets in their thousands 
(left page) Guaido declared 
himself president and also has the 
backing of much the West’s rulers 
(centre graphic) The promise of 
land reform was a key feature of 
the ‘Pink Tide’ governments, and 
helped to attract support from 
indigenous farmers, such as these 
in Bolivia (below, left)
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRISTOL
The Sudanese Revolution—
the people demand change
Wed 13 Feb, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Women, resistance and 
revolution—fighting 
sexism and exploitation
Wed 6 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
Women, resistance and 
revolution—fighting 
sexism and exploitation
Thu 7 Mar, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St, NE1 6QE
PORTSMOUTH
Venezuela—what’s 
behind the coup?
Wed 27 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Women, resistance and 
revolution—fighting 
sexism and exploitation
Thu 7 Mar, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St,
S1 2JB
YORK
Women, resistance & 
revolution—fighting 
sexism and exploitation
Wed 6 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Mon 11 Feb, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
Going beyond the binary 
—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Thu 14 Feb, 7pm, 
Room 302, The Civic,
Hanson St,
S70 2HZ
BIRMINGHAM
Going beyond the binary 
—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Wed 13 Feb, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
The day the Zulus beat 
the British Empire
Wed 13 Feb, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY
BRISTOL
Women, resistance & 
revolution—fighting 
sexism and exploitation
Wed 6 Mar, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Venezuela and Brazil— 
South America in turmoil
Wed 13 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
Fighting racism and 
the far right
Wed 13 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX

CHESTERFIELD
Going beyond the binary 
—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Thu 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
The art and politics 
of Frida Kahlo
Thu 28 Feb, 8pm, 
Oyster Room,
Hythe Community Centre,
CO1 2FG
COVENTRY
1919—Britain on the 
brink of revolution?
Wed 13 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln, 
CV1 5RF
DERBY
Venezuela—what’s 
behind the coup?
Thu 14 Feb, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL 

DONCASTER
Venezuela—what’s 
behind the coup?
Tue 12 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Goose,
53-54 Hall Gate,
DN1 3PB
EDINBURGH
Venezuela—what’s 
behind the coup?
Wed 13 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
EXETER
Venezuela—what’s 
behind the coup?
Wed 13 Feb, 7pm, 
The Exeter Peace Shop,
31 New Bridge St,
EX4 3AH
GLASGOW
The fight for love! 
Trans politics and 
LGBT+ liberation
Thu 14 Feb, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City, 
G1 5QT

HARLOW
100 years since  
Rosa Luxemburg’s murder 
Thu 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX
HULL
How women really 
won the vote
Thu 21 Feb, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Venezuela—what’s 
behind the coup?
Thu 14 Feb, 7pm,  
Meeting House Lane,
Friends Meeting House,
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Resistance in the 
US—is Donald Trump 
on the way out?
Thu 14 Feb, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: HACKNEY
Capitalism and fashion 
What will you wear 
to the revolution?  
Thu 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd, E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 13 Feb, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Hi-vis fury—what’s 
behind the Yellow Vest 
revolt in France?
Wed 13 Feb, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,  N7 6QT
LONDON: NEWHAM
What’s behind the rise of 
the far right in Germany? 
Wed 20 Feb, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
In the era of Trump and 
Bolsonaro—fighting 
for LGBT+ liberation
Wed 13 Feb, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd
Brixton,SW2 1EP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Why is capitalism 
addicted to plastic?
Wed 13 Feb, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St, SE8 4RH
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Sex, class and revolution 
—an anti-Valentine’s 
Day special meeting
Wed 13 Feb, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Rd, E3 5AT
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
In the era of Trump and 
Bolsonaro—fighting 
for LGBT+ liberation
Thu 21 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,W12 7DZ

NEWCASTLE
Venezuela—what’s 
behind the coup?
Thu 14 Feb, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE
NORWICH
Can the Labour Party 
bring real change?
Thu 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Women, resistance & 
revolution—fighting 
sexism and exploitation
Wed 6 Mar, 7pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
Hi-vis fury—what’s 
behind the Yellow Vest 
revolt in France?
Wed 13 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
In the era of Trump and 
Bolsonaro—fighting 
for LGBT+ liberation
Wed 13 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Imperialism—why does 
capitalism create war?
Wed 13 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
100 years since Rosa 
Luxemburg’s murder 
Thu 14 Feb, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St, S1 2JB
SWANSEA
Brexit, borders and the 
case for a united Ireland
Thu 14 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
TELFORD
100 years since Rosa 
Luxemburg’s murder 
Wed 13 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,T�F1 1PY
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Women, resistance & 
revolution—fighting 
sexism and exploitation
Wed 20 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St, WV1 4HW
YORK
Why we hate Mondays— 
Marxism and alienation
Wed 13 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM

NATIONAL 
Decolonising education—
confronting racism on 
campus conference
Saturday 16 Feb, 10.30am,
National Education Union,
Hamilton House, 
Mabledon Place, 
London, WC1H 9BD

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

LIVERPOOL
Wed 13 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 20 Feb, 7pm, 
Karibu Centre,
7 Gresham Rd,
SW9 7PH

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 13 Feb, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Wed 13 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

Know your enemy—alt right, 
far right and fascists  

Buy Socialist Worker 
every week
If you liked this issue 
of  Socialist Worker, 
why not subscribe 
for just £5 a month?

For more details go to 
page 16,  
phone 020 7840 5601 or  
email circ@socialistworker.
co.uk
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Creating a sense of dread using dream diaries and film
EXHIBITION
DARIA MARTIN—TONIGHT 
THE WORLD
The Curve, Barbican Centre, 
London. Until 7 April. Free

USING FILM and computer 
game techniques, Daria 
Martin brings to life the 
story of her grandmother, 
Susi Stiassni who fled 
the Nazi occupation of 
Czechoslovakia with her 
family in 1938, when she 
was just 16 years old.

From 1970 Stiassni 
kept dream diaries for use 
in psychoanalysis. They 
amount to 10,000 dreams 

across 35 years and were 
left to her family on her 
death. One recurring 
dream involved the family 
house they had fled from 
in Brno.

The house still stands 
today and is preserved 
as a heritage site. It 
plays a major part in 
this exhibition. Entering 
the gallery you view the 
house recreated as a 
“play-through” of a video 
game. We are walked 
through the rooms, up 
and down stairs, clicking 
open drawers to reveal 
documents, some of which 
are pages from Stiassni’s 

diaries or inventories of 
furniture. A gold locket 
comes into vision with 
empty ovals where photos 
once were. It is a bleak 
and ominous tracing 

of steps, recreated as a 
videogame but in shades 
of grey.

A second film features 
specific dreams from 
the diaries, all filmed at 

the Brno villa. Children 
play hide and seek in the 
garden but the person 
looking for them despairs 
of finding them. A destitute 
woman picking berries 
in a forest is confronted 
by armed hunters. The 
menacing atmosphere 
during a family meal. All 
these scenes are brought to 
the screen.

There are no direct 
references to the Nazi 
threat in Martin’s artwork 
but the sinister and bleak 
images chillingly evoke 
the sense of loss, fear and 
the need to flee.
Mary Brodbin

Dior exhibition lifts the lid on 
a world of glitz and privilege
A new exhibition at the Victoria and Albert museum in London unintentionally 
exposes the obscenity behind the high fashion industry, writes Rena Smith
THE NEWLY opened Christian 
Dior—Designer of Dreams exhi-
bition at the Victoria & Albert 
museum is an excellent snapshot of 
the way the fashion industry oper-
ates in the most traditional sense. 

Rather than seeing clothing as a 
socially-produced art form, it curates 
a view of a single designer’s impact, 
glossing over the sexist and racist 
implications of his work. It promotes 
the kind of 360-degree branding 
which Dior pioneered—a strategy 
which takes into account every facet 
of how a company is perceived. 

Dior was a master of branding. 
His empire included high fashion,  
ready-to-wear clothing and licens-
ing deals for perfume, millinery and 
gloves.

The exhibition features designs 
from Dior and the seven design-
ers who have succeeded him at the 
helm of the house. These include 
Yves Saint Laurent, John Galliano 
and Maria Grazia Chiuri.

It begins with Dior’s “New Look”, 
launched in 1947. At the time, 
Harper’s Bazaar editor Carmel Snow 
pronounced, “It’s quite a revolution, 

dear Christian. Your dresses have 
such a new look!” 

No revolution, the New 
Look was part of a cul-
tural and political move-
ment to re-establish pre-
war ideals of femininity. 

The Bar suit—a cen-
tral design—featured a 
highlighted bust, nipped 
in waist, soft shoulders 
and shaped hips. It 
was a clear step away 
from the androgyny 
of wartime fash-
ion. The New Look 

reintroduced corsets, which according  
to today’s popular memory, were 
ditched in the 1920s. 

Tightened
On display is Dior’s advice to young 
women. It reads, “Avoid too much 
makeup, any hair dyes, and anything  
which does not look natural”. This 
sits beside artificially-tightened 
waists without a shadow of irony.

The New Look was criticised at the 
time for coming about before rationing  
ended. Like today, the established 
fashion industry caters to the rich 

first and foremost. Dior was inspired 
by the glamorous bygone eras of the 
Belle Epoque and Versailles. 

He wasn’t a tailor by profession, 
but a rich kid who had owned an 
art gallery in the 1920s. When he 
launched his fashion house it was 
backed by textile manufacturer 
Marcel Boussac. 

By 1955, Dior accounted for around 
50 percent of exports of French high 
fashion. The end of the Second 
World War heralded some seismic 
social changes, but the establishment  
harked back to better days. A 

coyly-titled “travel” section displays 
dresses inspired by clothing from 
around the world, reimagined in lux-
urious finery. It typifies the racist atti-
tudes with which fashion bosses treat 
ordinary people.

His legacy is remembered as  
“headline-grabbing looks maintained 
both awe and regular custom required 
to sustain the success of the house.” 

The exhibition is not so much fash-
ion history as an exercise in brand 
identity from the French label, now 
owned by luxury conglomerate LVMH.
On until 14 July. Go to bit.ly/DiorVA

FINERY ON display, but the exhibition is uncritical about Dior’s sexism and racism

A Still from Tonight the World (2018)

EXHIBITION
THE KING’S LAST DAY—THE 
EXECUTION OF CHARLES
Scottish National Portrait 
Gallery. 
Until Friday 1 May. Free

FANS OF regicide should 
dash to the Scottish 
National Portrait Gallery 
for a tantalising taste 
of what a right royal 
decapitation would look 
like.

At the centre of this 
display is the intriguing 

and gory painting of the 
Execution of Charles I by 
an unknown Dutch artist. 

This painting, probably 
based on eye-witness  
accounts and 
contemporary engravings, 
records the execution of 
Charles I. He was killed 
on 30 January 1649 at 
Whitehall, after a long and 
bitter civil war. 

Prints, paintings and 
miniatures from the 
collection also feature. 

FILM
EARLY KOREAN CINEMA
Film festival 7 to 28 February 
at BFI Southbank.  
Go to bfi.org.uk/southbank

THE KOREAN Cultural 
Centre UK and the British 
Film Institute have 
collaborated for the first 
time to present a season of 
films that were produced 
under the brutal Japanese  
occupation of Korea.

It was once assumed 
that all pre-1945 Korean 
cinema had vanished 
from existence. But in the 
2000s a series of archival 
discoveries revealed a 
horde of material from the 
colonial period.

EXHIBITION
MANDELA—THE OFFICIAL 
EXHIBITION
26 Leake Street, London SE1 7NN 
From 8 February  
For tickets, go to bit.ly/mANDELA

THIS IS an interactive 
exhibition covering 750 
square metres. 

It features previously 
unseen film, photos and 
a display of over 150 
historical artefacts and 
personal effects on loan 
from the Mandela family, 
museums and archives 
worldwide.

Showing off the stump

One of Dior’s 
designs
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L
A B O U R ’ S 
shadow home 
secretary Diane 
A b b o t t  h a s 
spent her whole 
life fighting rac-

ism. But last week she 
was threatening to allow a 
vicious Tory immigration bill  
to make progress through 
parliament unopposed.  

The Immigration Bill 
would end freedom of 
movement, which allows 
European Union migrants 
to come to Britain without 
a visa.

On the day it  went 
through its second reading 
in parliament, Abbott said 
that “under Labour freedom 
of movement will end”. 

But socialists should 
defend the right for ordi-
nary people to move around 
freely without border con-
trols. Immigration law—like 
the Tories’ latest piece of leg-
islation—is always applied in 
a racist way. 

What is it that leads one 
of Labour’s most principled 
and well known anti-racists 
to cave in?

A look at Labour’s history 
helps find an explanation.

Time and again Labour 
politicians have promised to 
defend migrant rights only to 
accept—or even champion—
anti-migrant laws.

Ever since Labour was 
founded its politicians have felt 
the need to appeal for votes 
from all sections of society—
left and right.

Labour’s MPs were split 
down the middle at the first 
attempt to introduce Britain’s 
very first immigration controls.

The Aliens Act specifi-
cally targeted Jewish refugees 
who were fleeing pogroms in 
Eastern Europe. It aimed to 
institutionalise the idea that 
these migrants were to blame 
for sickness, housing problems, 
criminality and poverty.

When the then Tory govern-
ment first tried to pass the bill 
in 1904, three of Labour’s six 
MPs voted against it—but the 
others abstained.

Unanimously
They managed to agree to 
oppose it unanimously when it 
came back in 1905. But the bill 
passed and from then on Labour 
MPs’ opposition to immigration 
controls was shaky.

In 1914—when Labour capit-
ulated to the nationalism that 
accompanied the outbreak of 
the First World War—a new 
Aliens Restriction Act went 
virtually unopposed. This act 
allowed for the internment and 
expulsion of any “undesirable” 
migrant.

Yet in 1919—a period of 
mass revolt across Britain—
Labour unanimously opposed a 
bill to keep and tighten those 
laws.

L a b o u r  M P  J o s i a h 
Wedgewood declared, “We 
believe that the interests of 
the working classes every-
where are the same.” Just five 
years later MPs cast that spirit 

of internationalism aside in an 
effort to keep the first Labour 
government in office.

The Tories claimed that 
Labour’s immigration policy 
was to “let them all come.” 
Fearing that this could cost it 
votes, Labour’s response was 
that it had naturalised fewer 
foreigners than the Tories.

It didn’t save Labour, which 
was booted out of office in a 
snap election. Yet throughout 
the 1920s and 1930s Labour 
remained firmly in favour of 

restricting immigration.
The only thing that could 

force a change was the needs of 
capitalism and the British state.

The need for workers after 
the Second World War led the 
1945 Labour government to 
attract migrants to Britain. 

But rather than repeal the 
Aliens Act, Labour instead 
launched European Volunteer 
Worker schemes with severe 
conditions forced on migrants 
who came to work. Migrant 
workers from Europe couldn’t 

bring their families with them, 
for instance, and if they fell ill 
or were injured on the job, they 
were deported.

Labour’s defence of immigra-
tion from the Commonwealth—
countries that were once part of 
the British Empire—was on a 
similar basis.

Labour MPs spoke out 
against attempts by the Tory 
government to restrict migra-
tion from the Commonwealth 
in the late 1950s and early 60s. 
Labour shadow home secretary 
Patrick Gordon Walker attacked 
the Tories’ Commonwealth 
Immigration Bill as “bare-faced, 
open race discrimination.”

But Labour’s arguments 
relied much more on defence 
of the Commonwealth and 
a paternalistic attitude to 
people in Britain’s former col-
onies. Labour leader Hugh 
Gaitskell was sympathetic 
to Commonwealth migrants 
because “They look on us as 
the mother country in a very 
real sense.”

Barbara Castle, a Labour 
MP, said, “I do not care 
whether or not fighting this 
Commonwealth Immigration 
Bill will lose me my seat, 
for I am sure that this bill 
will lose this country the 
Commonwealth.”

Y
ET AS it turned 
out, fear of losing 
seats is exactly 
w h a t  t u r n e d 
Labour towards 
backing further 

immigration controls. In the  
climate of rising racism, Labour 
started to drop its opposition 
to immigration controls ahead 
of a general election in 1964.

Twice as many Labour candi-
dates as Tory mentioned immi-
gration in their leaflets.

Labour won that election. 
But Gordon Walker lost his 
seat in Smethwick to the Tory 
Peter Griffiths, whose campaign 
was based on racism against 
Commonwealth migrants. This 
was the election with the infa-
mous slogan “If you want a 
nigger neighbour, vote Labour”.

Walker’s response was to 
furiously deny that he was 
in favour of unrestricted 
immigration. 

But when he lost his seat 
anyway, Labour’s conclusion 
was that it had to make conces-
sions to anti-migrant racism, 
not challenge it.

The new Labour government 
began introducing the sort of 
immigration controls it had 
opposed when out of office. 

Labour MP Richard Crossman 
wrote, “Since the Smethwick 
election it has been quite clear 
that immigration can be the 
greatest potential vote-loser for 
the Labour Party if we are seen 
to be permitting a flood of immi-
grants in to blight the central 
areas of our cities.”

Ever since, Labour’s attitude 
to immigration has always been 
decided either by the needs of 
capitalism, or the pressure of 
elections—never the needs 
of migrants. Harold Wilson’s 
Labour government rammed 

LABOUR’S 
MIGRANT 
FLIP FLOP
Labour failed to halt the Tories’ racist Immigration Bill last 
week. Nick Clark argues it’s more than a fear of losing 
votes that leads the party to back border controls

Its attitude to 
immigration is 
decided by 
bosses’ needs 
or winning votes

‘‘ 
Peter Griffiths
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through its own Commonwealth 
Immigration Act in 1968. This 
stopped Kenyan Asians with 
British passports entering 
Britain.

Under James Callaghan’s 
1976-9 Labour government, 
laws were passed that said 
women coming to live in Britain 
didn’t need a visa as long as 
they were planning to marry. In 
practice that meant that Asian 
women were forced to undergo 
“virginity tests” at airports.

The New Labour govern-
ments of Tony Blair and 
Gordon Brown allowed in some 
migrants because they believed 
it would boost the economy 
but simultaneously carried out  
anti-migrant measures.

The economic crash in 2007—
and Labour’s unpopularity—saw 
Brown adopt the slogan “British 
jobs for British workers”.

Ed Miliband, who led Labour 
after him, tried to win the party 
back to office with a promise for 
“controls on immigration”—
infamously printed on a mug. 

Labour now has a left wing 
leadership. It was a good 
sign that Corbyn’s first act as 
Labour leader was to address a  
50,000-strong pro-refugee rally 
in central London. 

But even Corbyn and Abbott, 
who have resisted anti-migrant 
racism, face the same pressure 
as previous Labour leaderships. 

There’s a constant pull on 
them to give in. Ever since his 
leadership election there’s been 
a steady pressure on him and his 
allies to retreat from defending 
migrants’ rights.

Myth
Right wing Labour MPs and 
some trade union leaders 
repeat a version of the myth 
that migrants lower wages.

They talk of how bosses are 
“importing” migrant workers to 
undercut workers.

It’s not true. Bosses might 
want to drive down wages in 
this way—but all the evidence 
shows that migration has had 
little impact wages in Britain. 

And some of the most inspir-
ing campaigns for higher pay 
have been those organised by 
migrants.

Yet for all that Labour 
MPs and trade union lead-
ers continually pressure 
Corbyn to adopt a policy 
of introducing new 
immigration controls. 

Unlike the Labour 
right, the left couch 
their  ant i -migrant 
a r g u m e n t s  m o r e 
overtly in the language 

of workers’ rights.
In speeches Corbyn often 

insists that migrants aren’t 
to blame for low wages—
then  p romi se s  t o  s t op 
“undercutting”. 

That’s a fudge that comes 
from Labour’s eternal attempts 
to look for left and right votes 
at the same time. 

But the pull is to the right.
The people who benefit most 

from anti-migrant racism are 
the Tories and the racists. 

Labour and the trade union 
leaders have to be pushed to 
challenge anti-migrant racism 
and to defend workers’ freedom 
of movement and migrants’ 
rights.

But in Labour, resisting that 
pressure to give in means cut-
ting against the problems that 
have been built into the party 
since the very beginning.

Diane Abbott 
speaking at a rally 
defending Windush  
Generation 
migrants last year 
(top) 
	 Picture: Guy Smallman

Striking back—migrants 
don’t lower wages

JEREMY CORBYN speaks at a pro-refugee rally

What’s behind the hard  
border debate in Ireland? 

Tomáš Tengely-Evans  
unpacks the arguments 
around the “backstop”  
agreement and what 
it means for ordinary 
people 
THE BRITISH state and 
the European Union (EU) 
both say they want to avoid 
a “hard border” between 
Northern Ireland and Ireland. 

Yet the issue has inflamed 
Tory division—and could 
see the government’s 
Brexit deal unravel. 

The row revolves around 
what will happen after Britain 
officially leaves the European 
Union (EU) on 29 March. 

If a Brexit deal is passed 
there’s likely to be a two-
year “transition period” when 
Britain and the EU remain in 
a “common customs area”. 
Capital, goods, services 
and labour could continue 
to move between Britain 
and EU member states 
without border checks.

The border in Ireland 
becomes a sticking point if 
the EU and Britain haven’t 
negotiated a new trading 
relationship after the 
transition period ends. Under 
pressure from the EU’s rulers, 
Theresa May was forced 
to accept a “backstop”.

Transition
The backstop would see 
Northern Ireland remain in 
the EU single market and 
customs union after the 
British state left at the end 
of the transition period. So 
there would be some, very 
limited, customs checks for 
products moving between 
Britain and Northern Ireland.

Bosses don’t generally 
want to face new restrictions 
on their ability to move 
goods, services or money. 
But the prospect of the 
backstop didn’t incense the 
banks or big businesses. 

So why is it causing trouble 
for the Tories? The making 
of Northern Ireland and the 
border is down to Britain. 

A nationalist revolt broke 
out across Ireland in 1919, 
forcing the British Empire to 
negotiate within three years. 
Those talks led to the Anglo-
Irish Treaty of 1922, which 
saw the majority of Ireland 

becoming a self‑governing 
state within the Empire, 
and later a republic.

While Britain was 
forced to retreat, it wasn’t 
willing to give up the 
incredibly profitable six 
counties in the north.

The major shipbuilding and 
engineering industries have 
long ceased to be profitable, 
and the British state has 
treated Northern Ireland as a 
political slum. But what the 
ruling class does isn’t only 
down to profit and loss.

To solidify its rule in 
Ireland, the British stoked 
sectarian division between 
Catholics and Protestants. 

And the Tories, 
in particular, used 
British nationalism and 
imperialism to build a 
popular base at home.

Today right wing Tory MPs 
posture that the backstop 
“threatens the integrity of 
the United Kingdom”.

Britain founded Northern 
Ireland as a “Protestant state 
for a Protestant people” 
with Catholics as second 
class citizens. These forces 
relied on the British state 
but were also ready to fight 

for their own survival. The 
loyalists torpedoed, for 
example, the power‑sharing 
agreement in 1974.

The Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP) isn’t going to 
allow a move that could be 
seen to erect a border between 
Britain and Northern Ireland. 
And, because May relies on 
their MPs’ votes in parliament, 
they were able to help to 
scupper her Brexit deal.

Agreement
So the Tories passed a 
amendment to her deal calling 
for “alternative arrangements”, 
which could include a 
free trade agreement.

This might seem like a 
plausible compromise. After 
all, Britain and Ireland 
already had a Common 
Travel Area and a Free Trade 
Agreement before either state 
joined the EU. But the British 
state and the DUP aren’t the 
only players at the top.

The EU has already 
ruled it out because it is a 
regional capitalist bloc.

Its rulers want to control 
what goods and services 
and people come into 
their territory in order to 
protect their own profits 
and their Fortress Europe 
policy. A British‑Irish free 
trade agreement would 
breach the EU’s external 
border customs union.

In fact, the EU is far more 
determined to enforce the 
border between Northern 
Ireland and Ireland than 
the Tories because it 
wants to be seen to punish 
Britain for leaving.

The real solution is for 
Britain to leave Ireland.

BOSSES WANT to avoid a hard border

The British 
stoked division 
between 
Catholics and 
Protestants

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
BREXIT
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 Socialist and comedian Jeremy Hardy
by MICKI LOEBNER and TIM O’DELL

IT IS with profound sadness 
that we face the death of 
socialist and comedian 
Jeremy Hardy. 

The outpouring of love fol-
lowing his death is a testa-
ment to how many people he 
inspired, his humanity and his 
determined use of his intel-
lect in support of everyone 
fighting tyranny and injustice. 

His comedy was a weapon 
to expose the hypocrisy of 
the great and powerful. 
His warmth and humanity 
encouraged all who fought 
back.

Acheiving
In the 1980s, when he was 
first achieving career success 
as a comedian, Jeremy was 
also deeply involved in the  
committees to free the 
G u i l d f o r d  F o u r  a n d 
Birmingham Six. 

For four decades he con-
tinued to fight every cause 
to achieve justice, personally 
befriending those wrongfully 
imprisoned and never turning 
down a benefit gig.

But he was a fantastic 
comedian. 

Listening back to clips over 

the last couple of days left us  
laughing through the tears at 
how funny, outrageous and 
uncompromisingly political 
he was. 

That included being an 

early supporter of the left-
of-Labour Socialist Alliance 
in 2001 and coming to the 
Socialist Workers Party’s 
Marxism festival. 

He campaigned to clear 

the name of Danny McNa-
mee, whose wrongful con-
viction for taking part in 
the IRA’s 1982 Hyde Park 
bombing was overturned in 
1998. 

Jeremy’s socialist politics 
meant he wasn’t always pop-
ular. In 2000, he was booed 
by the audience of the Just 
A Minute radio programme 
when he used the subject 
“parasites” to begin a rant 
against the royal family.

In the 2000s his focus 
became Palestinians and ref-
ugees displaced across the 
world by war and economic 
deprivation. 

It was through work on 
Palestine that he met his 
partner, film-maker Katie 
Barlow, making the docu-
mentary Jeremy Hardy vs the 
Israeli Army.

It shockingly ended off-
camera with them under fire 
from the Israeli army and 
having to be rescued.

Together they became a 
force for change. 

Commitment
The messages from Palestin-
ian and refugee organisations 
paid tribute to Jeremy’s com-
mitment to the cause.

As ever, it wasn’t just in 
words but in deeds, as Katie 
and Jeremy took in a Syrian 
family under the resettlement 
scheme in 2015. 

On the day he died he had 

been organising the defence 
of two young Afghan broth-
ers who had entered Britain 
through the Calais jungle and 
now face deportation. 

T h e  m a i n s t r e a m 
newspapers and media obit-
uaries rightly pay tribute to 
his comic genius. 

Although it wasn’t genius 
that he taught our kids some 
wholly unacceptable words. 

Movement
We should also remember 
the Jeremy many of us in the 
movement knew so well—
the person who talked the 
talk but, fundamentally, who 
walked the walk. 

It is with deepest sadness 
that we mourn with Katie, 
his daughter Betty as well 
as all of his family and many 
friends.    

In his final Guardian 
newspaper column he was 
notably uncompromising.

“I do not see my job as 
keeping our rulers on their 
toes. I’d rather see them 
hanging by their feet”.

The fight for socialism 
has been robbed of a great 
advocate and comrade.

Jeremy Hardy 1961-2019

JEREMY HARDY at a benefit he organised with Stand Up To Racism� Picture: Guy Smallman
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Bosses need a tough lesson 
say striking college lecturers
Thirteen further education colleges saw strikes last week. Pickets told Sadie Robinson that 
the fight was about far more than pay and conditions, it’s about the future of education

Fight has support of students and puts managers on defensive
COLLEGE STRIKES won 
support from other trade 

unionists, MPs and students. At 
Bradford College, RMT union 
members who have been on 
strike in Leeds joined pickets in 
solidarity.

Postal workers refused 
to cross the picket line at 
Bridgwater and Taunton 
College, in Somerset.

In London, NEU teaching 
union members visited 
pickets at West Thames 
and Lambeth colleges.

Mayor of Hastings Nigel 
Sinden was on the picket 
line at the Hastings campus 
of East Hastings College. 

Ruth Cadbury MP joined 
strikers at West Thames College.

Workers are confident 
that they can win. 

The threat of strikes has 
already pushed some college 
bosses into making concessions.

Planned action at Hugh 
Baird College, in Liverpool, 
last week was suspended 
after a deal was reached.

It gives workers pay rises 
of between 3 and 6 percent 

over two years, and an extra 
five days’ annual leave.

Strikes at New College 
Swindon were also suspended 
after the union said it reached 
a deal that would give 
“significant pay rises”. And 
the union suspended strikes at 
Coventry as talks continue.

Results
A deal reached last year 
at London’s Capital City 
College Group (CCCG) gave 
1,700 workers a 5 percent 
rise following strikes.

It also made casual staff 
permanent after a set time.

Learning support assistant 
Yasmin told Socialist Worker, 
“After seeing results from other 
colleges, I think we can win.

“I just feel there needs 
to be a change.”

Jo McNeill, the UCU Left 
candidate to be the union’s vice 
president, joined the picket 
line at Lambeth College. 

Strikers there chanted, 
“The money’s there—
where’s our share?”

Mandy said, “We are 

merging with London South 
Bank University and we’ve 
been told we have a deficit. 

“But we didn’t cause the 
deficit. The university vice 
chancellor, David Phoenix, 
is on £295,000 a year.

“Sometimes I feel we 
should call the police and 
say, ‘There’s been a robbery 
—we’ve been burgled’.”

There were big numbers 
on the picket lines at Bath, 
Wolverhampton, Bradford 
and East Sussex.

Bradford UCU branch 
secretary Geraint Evans said 
the strike was solid with 
no classes taking place.

At Harlow College, in Essex, 
it was many UCU members’ 
first experience of striking. 

There was a great 
response from passing 
car and lorry drivers, with 
many hooting support.

And at West Thames College, 
strikers were pleased as it was 
the first time the UCU group 
had delivered a strike vote 
with over 50 percent turnout.

The union plans a third 
wave of strikes in March. 
Mandy said the strategy is 
“building up momentum”.

“We’re feeling confident,” 
she said. “It’s exciting.”

The colleges that struck on Tuesday 
and Wednesday are Abingdon and 
Witney, Bath, Bradford, Bridgwater 
and Taunton, Wolverhampton, 
Croydon, East Sussex, Harlow, 
Lambeth, Petroc in Devon and West 
Thames. UCU members struck at 
Leicester College on Tuesday and 
Thursday. Those at Kendal College 
struck on Wednesday and plan a 
further strike on 12 February

COLLEGE STRIKES last week saw 
big picket lines and a confident 
mood to take on the bosses.

UCU union members at 12 
English further education (FE) col-
leges began a two-day strike on 
Tuesday.

A thirteenth college, Kendal, 
joined the action on Wednesday.

Workers are fighting a derisory 
below-inflation 1 percent pay offer 
after a decade of real terms cuts. 

They are furious about the erosion 
of their pay, but they also want to 
end insecure contracts, impossible 
workloads—and get more funding 
for FE.

The strikers have shown that 
taking action can be popular with 
workers and students—and builds 
the union.

Contracts
Croydon College striker Manu 
told Socialist Worker, “Staff are 
underpaid. And staff on new 
contracts earn significantly less than 
those on older ones.

“We’re now doing marking in 
our teaching time because there’s 
not enough time to do everything. 
It means students just have to get 
on with it.”

Frances, branch chair of the UCU 
at the college, had to go part time 

because working full time meant she 
had “no weekends”.

“I don’t know how anyone does 
this full time, especially if they have 
a family. You can’t tell a baby it has 

to wait because you’ve got marking 
to do.”

English for Speakers of Other 
Languages teacher Edyta is one 
of those on a “sessional” contract, 

meaning she is only paid for the 
hours she teaches. “It feels inse-
cure and unfair,” she told Socialist 
Worker.

“I’m not paid or am paid less in 

the holidays. And if myself or my 
daughter are ill and I can’t come 
into work, I won’t get paid.”

Edyta joined the union so she 
could be part of the strikes. Several 
branches have reported a rise in 
membership as a result of the pay 
walkouts.

Mandy Brown is branch secretary 
of the UCU at Lambeth College. She 
said management “will get a shock” 
during this strike because so many 
more people had joined.

“We’ve had about a 15 per-
cent rise in membership since the 
November strike,” she told Socialist 
Worker.

“More people in areas such as 
library services are now on strike. 
We are having a bigger impact.”

Students
Margot Hill, branch secretary of the 
UCU at Croydon, said strikes had 
won “lots of support from students”.

“We want the pay rise,” she said. 
“But we also want sessional staff to 
be made permanent.

“We are sick of people coming to 
the end of a year and not knowing 
if they will be coming back the next 
year.

“The strike is about getting some 
respect back. And every time we 
have a strike, people join the union.”

On the picket line in Wolverhampton (above) and Lambeth, south London (below)

STRIKERS IN Croydon, south London, are confident they can win a better deal		 Picture: Socialist Worker
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IN BRIEF 

Egg on bosses’ faces 
as bird catchers win
FOOD WORKERS declared 
victory last week as bosses 
backed off from threats about 
public holiday working. 

Bosses at Hook 2 Sisters 
in Suffolk wanted to make the 
seven chicken catchers work 
on Christmas Day, Boxing 
Day and New Year’s Day.

But after the Unite 
members announced a ballot, 
bosses backed off. 

People to assemble 
against austerity
THE PEOPLE’S Assembly 
against Austerity is organising 
a speaking tour as part of its 
Britain is Broken campaign.

Events are planned in 
Northampton on 16 Feb, 
Pembrokeshire 2 March, 
Newcastle 12 March, 
Nottingham 13 March, 
Cambridge 16 March and 
Brent 21 March. Dates will 
be announced for meetings 
in Milton Keynes, Brighton, 
Bristol, Doncaster and 
Sommerton and Frome.
lDetails can be found at 
thepeoplesassembly.org.uk

Guards battle on  
for safety and jobs
STRIKES AGAINST driver only 
operation trains on Northern 
rail continued on Saturday. 
RMT union members struck 
for 24 hours against plans to 
remove safety-critical guards.

It was their 47th day of 
action and they plan walkouts 
for the next two Saturdays. 

 Build support for 
  Turkish resistance
CAMPAIGN GROUP Solidarity 
with the People of Turkey 
(Spot) is holding its annual 
conference this Saturday in 
London.

It will give an opportunity 
to hear from those who have 
experienced the reality of life 
under president Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan’s regime.
lGo to bit.ly/SpotConference 
for details and to register

3,500 Yorks bus 
drivers could strike
AROUND 3,500 bus workers 
in Yorkshire could be balloted 
for strikes if management 
does not reinstate two union 
reops facing disciplinaries. 

Unite union members at 
First Group companies say 
there is an “anti-union” stance.

Hermes workers win 
minimum wage deal
THE GMB union has won 
a deal with delivery firm 
Hermes to offer drivers 
guaranteed minimum wages 
and holiday pay.

It means that its 15,000 
self-employed workers can 
choose to become “self-
employed plus” with pay rates 
of at least £8.55 an hour.

An employment tribunal 
last year found that a group of 
Hermes couriers were workers.

 A fight to win sick pay  
 from NHS contractor
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

HUNDREDS OF outsourced 
health workers in south west 
London are demanding that 
multinational ISS gives them 
sick pay.

Around 120 GMB union 
members joined a protest 
outside Kingston Hospital 
last Saturday. They came out 
during their lunch break—
despite some managers 
standing on the hospital steps.

The low-paid, 
predominantly migrant 
workforce is made up of 
cleaners, domestics, porters 
and other support staff. 

John, a GMB member, said 
workers feel ripped off by 
bosses at ISS. “We give good 
value for money to them—and 
they just take the profit,” he 
told Socialist Worker.

“We end up sick a lot of the 
time because we work in an 
infectious environment, but we 
don’t get any sick pay.”

John added, “One of my 
colleagues got sick from 
measles at the hospital. They 
didn’t pay him for one week.”

Daniel, another GMB 
member and domestic, told 
Socialist Worker, “One worker 
had to have a knee operation 
after an injury. 

“The doctor told them to 
take three months off, but 
management said they would 
lose their job if they didn’t 
come in.

“So they did—and messed 
up their knee.” 

The specific dispute over 
sick pay is part of a general 
anger towards bosses. Daniel 
said, “All they care about is 
getting the jobs done, they 
don’t care about people’s lives 
because we are considered 
‘lower’ than them.

“Their attitude is, ‘You’re 
sick? Not my problem.” 

Workers are determined to 
win their fight for sick pay and 
respect at work. 

The workers and their 
supporters marched around 
the hospital through Kingston 
in a show of strength. 

At the end of the march 
GMB general secretary Tim 
Roach pledged that the union 
“will support every one of you 
workers until you win”. 

If ISS bosses don’t back 
down under the mounting 
pressure, organising strikes 
could force them to cough up. 
lWorkers’ names in this 
article have been changed.

ANGER AT outsourcing bosses                                                                   Pictures: Guy Smallman

Civil service workers could 
ballot for national strikes
THE CIVIL service workers’ 
PCS union looked set to 
announce a national strike 
ballot as Socialist Worker went 
to press on Tuesday.

The union is demanding 
that the government gives 
workers a pay rise of between 
8 and 10 percent after years 
of below-inflation 1 percent 
rises—effectively pay cuts. 

Yet John Manzoni, chief 
executive of the Cabinet Office 
which oversees civil service 
pay, said workers would only 
get 1 percent unless the PCS 
agrees to cuts elsewhere.

Speaking on Friday after 
a meeting with Manzoni, 
PCS general secretary Mark 

Serwotka said, “I think it’s very 
likely that we will move to an 
industrial action ballot.”

National pay strikes can 
force the Tory government to 
hand over the money to make 
up for years of civil service pay 
cuts. 

But winning a strong 
result in the ballot will take 
solid organisation and active 
campaigning involving as 
many union members as 
possible.

PCS reps should set up 
regional activists’ committees 
to organise campaigns, and 
hold mass leafleting and 
rallies.
Nick Clark

HEALTH CIVIL SERVICE

KAREN REISSMANN

 Step up the battle for union 
  democracy and free speech
MANY UNISON union 
members are furious that 
their leadership is refusing 
to answer questions over 
victimised health worker 
Karen Reissmann. 

Karen, a nurse in Bolton 
in Greater Manchester, was 
suspended from her elected 
union positions on the 
Unison national executive 
and health service group 
executive committees. 

She was a leading critic 
of an NHS pay deal that was 
missold by the leaderships of 
13 health unions.

The Reinstate Karen 
Reissmann campaign 
said, “There has been no 
acknowledgement from the 
union but it seems clear 
that Karen continues to be 
suspended. 

“The National Executive 
Committee (NEC) was told 
last October Karen is not 
suspended under Rule I of 
Unison rules.

“The only other possibility 
seems to be Appendix Two.”

It added, “The process for 
this is draconian.

“Panels hearing cases can 
refuse to hear witnesses, 
refuse to consider documents 

and refuse to allow witnesses 
to be questioned on 
particular areas.”

The leadership’s attempt to 
silence Karen is an attack on 
the whole left and grassroots 
initiative in the union. 

Members of Unison local 
government branches in 
Portsmouth and Trafford, 
Greater Manchester, were the 
latest to show solidarity.  

Supporters of Karen need 
to keep up the pressure to 
demand her reinstatement 
and fight for democracy. 

What you can do
lInvite a speaker to a 
campaign meeting in your area 
lIf you haven’t already, 
sign the statement at bit.ly/
ReinstateKarenReissmann
lLike and share the Reinstate 
Karen Reissmann Facebook 
page
lTake a selfie at work or in 
your union meeting with the 
Reinstate Karen Reissmann 
sign. This and other materials 
are available from the 
Facebook page 
lSupport Karen and the other 
Unison Action left candidates 
in the forthcoming Unison NEC 
elections.

OBITUARY
Frank Stone 
1937-2018
CLOSE FRIENDS, comrades 
and family came together 
recently for a memorial to the 
life of Frank Stone who died 
just before Christmas

Frank was an activist from 
a young age. His political 
journey began when he 
followed in his parents’ 
footsteps, by representing 
the Labour Party on the local 
council. Frank was also a 
union activist at Norwich 
Union insurance company. 

Equal pay was an issue he 
fought for and he remained 
a union activist until his 
retirement.

Many people in Norfolk 
will remember Frank best 
for his time as convenor of 

the Norwich Stop the War 
Coalition between 2005 and 
2018. He maintained the 
group as one of the most 
active in Britain.

Frank left the Labour Party, 
disgusted at its role in the Iraq 
war, and joined the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP).

He stood up for everyone 
who faced oppression and 
remained until his death 
committed to the idea that 
capitalism had to be destroyed. 

He would often come to 
meetings with a bag full of 
articles for everyone to read 
and relished fierce political 
debate. 

He hated racism in all 
forms and was central to the 
Stand Up to Ukip campaigns 
in his home town of Great 
Yarmouth, where he lived all 
his life. 

Frank was an active SWP 
comrade to the end. Weeks 
before his death he had 
been helping to set up a 
new branch of the Palestine 
Solidarity campaign in 
Yarmouth.

 When he had time Frank 
was a passionate jazz fan and 
supporter of Norwich City 
football club. 

Frank was a modest 
quietly spoken man with a 
great sense of humour and 
a mischievous grin. He was 
absolutely determined to fight 
for a better world. 

Frank never gave up and 
when we were tired and down 
he was a constant inspiration.

Norwich SWP will miss him 
very much and we will fight 
on as he would. Our thoughts 
are with Bunty and his family.
Mary Littlefield

DELIVEROO BINS

WORKERS FOR the food 
delivery firm Deliveroo 
struck in five cities on Friday 
of last week over pay and 
waiting times. They are 
members of the IWW union. 

The company claims 
riders are paid between  
£10 and £12 an hour—but 
many workers dispute the 
figure. 

Bosses’ calculations for 
an hourly rate are based on 
a fee per delivery of £4.50. 
But riders have shown they 
are often paid less than this.

Workers also don’t get 
paid sick pay or holiday pay 
because they are technically 
self-employed.

STRIKES ARE set to begin 
again at the bin service in 
Birmingham following a 
breakdown in negotiations. 

Some 350 Unite union 
members plan to walk out 
for two days a week from 
19 February. This follows an 
overtime ban and work to 
rule. 

The Labour-run council 
has reduced the bin service 
to fortnightly collections as a 
result of the action. 

Workers complain that 
council bosses made cash 
payments to GMB union 
members who didn’t take 
part in a programme of 
strikes in 2017. 

Patients and staff unite
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Strikes over Enfield 
academy scam plan
by SADIE ROBINSON

NEU UNION members at 
Galliard Primary School in 
Enfield, north London, were 
set to start a two-day strike 
on Wednesday this week.

Workers are fighting a 
plan to turn the school into 
an academy. They struck for 
a day in January.

Enfield councillors have 
spoken out against “forced 
academisation” as being an 
undemocratic drain on funds.

The council last month dis-
cussed a £60 million scheme 
to boost fire safety in schools. 

One of the schools, Walker 
primary school, plans to 
become an academy.

Enfield council deputy 
leader Daniel Anderson said 
this would see the coun-
cil “investing resources in 
something that will be lost to 
the local authority”.

Governors 
Councillor Achilleas Georgiou 
said Walker’s governors had 
“gone against the will of the 
vast majority of parents to 
become an academy”.

Labour council leader 
Nesil Caliskan spoke about 
Galliard school.  

She said the decision to 
become an academy wasn’t 

“prompted or welcomed by 
local residents or from par-
ents and certainly not from 
unions”.

“Every time a local author-
ity school that is experiencing 
a deficit decides to academise 
it costs this local author-
ity money—because their 
deficit stays with the local 
authority,” she said.

The council should inter-
vene to stop the schools 
becoming academies. 

And trade unionists should 
organise solidarity with strik-
ers this week.
lMessages of solidarity to 
susan.oshea@neu.org.uk

nTEACHERS IN the NEU 
union at Wyggeston & 
Queen Elizabeth I College in 
Leicester were set to strike on 
Wednesday this week over a 
restructure. 
lSend messages of support to 
toni.bennett@neu.org.uk

nWORKERS AT Shenstone 
Lodge in Sandwell were set 
to hold a two-day strike from 
Wednesday this week.

The NEU union members 
are fighting redundancies. 
lSend messages of support to 
Darren.barton@neu.org.uk

nTHE GMB union has 

accused  the  NASUWT 
teachers’ union of using Tory 
laws to break strikes. 

NASUWT staff are in dis-
pute over pensions and pay.

The  GMB sa id  the 
NASUWT’s staff review com-
mittee has refused its request 
to extend the life of an existing 
industrial action ballot.

The bal lot  was sup-
ported by the overwhelming 
majority of GMB members. 

Workers then struck 
in October.  Under the  
anti-union laws, industrial 
action ballots are live for six 
months unless a three-month 
extension is agreed.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

INDUSTRIAL NOTES 
Outsourcer NSL grew business empire 
by fleecing workers and public sector  
by SARAH BATES 

OUTSOURCING giant NSL 
claims that its business is 
“built on trust and respect”. 

Traffic wardens in the 
London boroughs of Camden 
and Wandsworth won’t 
recognise that picture. 

In 2017 NSL reported  
£2 million in profit. And 
the company also paid its 
top director £708,000—a 
pay increase of almost 400 
percent since 2015. 

Yet the Unison and GMB 
union members in the two 
boroughs are striking for 
higher wages and sick pay.

NSL has benefited from 
a culture of privatisation 
and outsourcing, which has 
become commonplace in 
public services over the last 
two decades. It’s swallowed 

up contracts in parking 
management, debt recovery, 
airport shuttle services, taxi 
management and CCTV 
monitoring. 

And NSL boasts that it 
processes over two million 
fines for councils across 
Britain every year. 

NSL has branched out 
into healthcare too.

Transport 
In 2010 the firm bought 
Patient First contracts—a 
private service used by the 
NHS to transport  
non-emergency patients. 

But in January 2014 the 
Care Quality Commission 
watchdog said the firm 
was failing in four out of 
five areas.  It reported that 
workers hadn’t undergone 
criminal record checks and 
patients had experienced 

long waits. Its poor 
treatment of traffic wardens 
is nothing new.

NSL was described as 
“predatory and dishonest” 
by an employment tribunal 
in January 2012.

It came after a traffic 
warden, who had highlighted 
unfair parking quotas, was 
awarded £20,000 after 
being unfairly dismissed. 

Hakim Berkani said 
NSL bosses told wardens 
in Kensington and Chelsea 
in west London to issue at 
least ten tickets per shift. 

Judge Jeremy Burns 
said NSL bosses “saw the 
claimant as a trouble-maker 
because he had refused to 
comply with the clandestine 
quota system”. 
Turn to page 20 for 
reports of traffic wardens’ 
strikes against NSL 

‘Let’s be a fighting union’—
left candidate Jo McNeill 
UCU LEFT candidate Jo 
McNeill’s campaign to 
become the union’s vice 
president has got off to a 
busy start. 

Before ballot papers 
were sent out on Friday of 
last week, Jo had already 
spoken to groups of workers 
across the country about her 
campaign.

Jo told Socialist Worker, 
“So far I’ve spoken at UCU 
hustings at Dundee, UCL, 
London Region, Birmingham 
university, Newcastle 
university, Heriot-Watt, 
Edinburgh and Cambridge. 

“We have nine more 
booked in and I’m speaking at 
other events too.”

She wants the UCU to be 
a fighting union. “We need 
to step up, flex our industrial 
muscles and show the 
employers where our strength 
lies,” said Jo. 

“I have proven time and 
again that I can withstand 
pressures to back down.”  

Jo visited striking UCU 
members at Lambeth College 
last week (pictured). They 
were out alongside 11 other 
colleges fighting for a real 
terms pay rise. 

Jo said, “Colleges have got 
money and can pay fair pay.”

Left activists in the UCU 
should organise hustings and 
invite Jo to speak.

UCU Left is also backing 
Paul Anderson for honorary 
treasurer and several 
candidates for the national 
executive committee.
lGo to bit.ly/Jo4UCUVP

A SHOW of strength on the picket line at Galliard School 	 Picture: Stefan Simms

Jo McNeill is running for 
UCU union vice president

POST 

Royal Mail workers deliver 
a strike threat to bosses 
WORKERS AT one of Royal 
Mail’s largest workplaces have 
agreed to ballot for industrial 
action if they don’t get a review 
into management’s “bullying 
culture”.

CWU union members at the 
Southend mail processing unit 
in Essex voted unanimously at 
a mass meeting last Thursday 
to call for a ballot. 

It followed a sit-in by some 
300 workers at the office—the 
second largest delivery office in 
Britain—the previous week.

Workers at the office sat in 
the canteen after bosses sacked 
a young worker on the spot—a 
move CWU officials described 
as “heavy handed”. 

They returned to work after 
bosses agreed to reinstate 
the workers’ pay pending an 
appeal hearing. Now they 

have written to the CWU’s top 
officials demanding a review 
into management practices—
and will ballot for action if one 
isn’t organised.

John Hunt, secretary of the 
CWU’s Essex Amal branch, told 
Socialist Worker, “Members are 
coming to us regularly about 
the heavy-handed methods of 
the employer.” 

Royal Mail workers face 
increasing workloads and 
longer deliveries. 

A deal between the CWU 
and Royal Mail last year 
promised a “change in culture” 
to deal with workplace stress 
and bullying.

But John said, “We’ve only 
seen the culture get worse.  

“People can take no more—
and we don’t think Southend is 
unique.”

CARE WORKERS

Support home care battles
AROUND 200 people rallied 
in support of the Birmingham 
home carers last Tuesday.  

Home care workers in the 
Unison union have struck 
for over 60 days in the last 
12 months against attempts 
to privatise their home 
enablement service.

The Labour-run council’s 
cuts have been referred to the 
scrutiny committee, which 
may provide a last-ditch 
opportunity to axe the plans 

Caroline Johnson, 
Birmingham Unison branch 
secretary, said, “In the fifth 
richest country in the world we 
can afford good quality care 

for everyone.” Unison general 
secretary Dave Prenits vowed, 
“We will make sure we win this 
dispute”.

Workers are preparing to 
strike again on 9, 17, and 23 
February.

nHOME CARE workers in 
Dundee could strike over bosses’ 
plans to introduce a new split 
shift system.

Workers have been told they 
have to move to four days on 
a split shift system. This would 
mean working 7am-11am and 
4pm-10pm. The Unison union 
members’ consultative ballot is 
set to close on 15 February. 

Keep up the 
fight for pay 
in Scotland   
A FIGHT over Scottish local 
government pay could still be 
on as Unite union members 
voted to reject the latest 
offer.

They voted by 55 percent 
to reject the offer from 
bosses’ organisation Cosla. 

The result comes after 
Unison union members 
voted to accepting the 
offer by 91 percent on the 
recommendation of their 
leadership.  

The offer would see them 
get 3.5 percent pay rise for 
2018, 3 percent this year and 
3 percent for 2020. 

Unite recommended 
rejecting the offer.

The union is demanding a 
“trigger clause” is included 
in future offers, which would 
allow for renegotiation of the 
pay offer if inflation rises.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

P
ic

t
u

r
e
: G

u
y
 S

m
a

ll
m

a
n



Published by Larkham Printers & Publishers Ltd. Correspondence address: PO Box 74955, London, E16 9EJ. Printed by trade union labour at Reach Printing Services

£1    No 2640    6 February 2019    

  SOLID STRIKE IN  
 NORTH LONDON  
by SARAH BATES

STRIKERS IN Camden 
are “fully determined to 
fight and achieve what we 
deserve” in their pay battle 
against outsourcing giant 
NSL. 

They are battling the same 
firm that workers are striking 
against in Wandsworth (see 
below and page 19).

Around 130 Unison union 
members started a 14-day 
walkout in the north London 
borough on Monday.

Traff ic  wardens and 
CCTV observers—called 
Civil Enforcement Officers 
(CEOs)—are fighting for 
£11.15 an hour. 

For full-time traffic wardens 
on the London Living Wage, 
that would mean an increase 
of up to £4,000 a year. 

Savings
Striker Henry told Socialist 
Worker workers have to fight 
“because of the economic 
conditions”. 

“People are worried about 
the low wages, and they 
don’t have savings to back 
themselves up,” he said.

The contract is tendered to 

outsourcer NSL but Camden 
Council receives the cash 
from parking permits and 
fines. Workers are frustrated 
that the council won’t step in 
and resolve the dispute.

CCTV worker Duncan said, 
“It’s their responsibility to 

pick it up. Camden Council 
made £26 million from their 
parking operations—we 
deserve a little more. What is 
a Labour council doing with 
a company like NSL?”

Strikers hope this week’s 
action will force bosses to 

make a serious offer. But 
workers are ready to push for 
more industrial action if NSL 
doesn’t concede.

It follows a five-day and 
14-day strike last year, and 
strikers report more are 
joining the walkouts. Strikers 

are picketing the five main 
depots and plan mass pickets 
of Camden Council and NSL 
London headquarters. 

Duncan said that for some 
people the pay increase 
would be “absolutely crucial”. 

“A lot of guys are forced 

to take second jobs,” he said. 
“They can’t get by otherwise.” 

Supervisors and workers 
who recently ended their 
probationary period have 
joined the walkout.

Solid
Henry, a traffic warden for  
15 years, told Socialist 
Worker the strike was “solid”. 

He said, “Almost all union 
members are out. There are 
no more than ten working.”

Duncan reported that out 
of 30 CCTV workers, 23 have 
joined the walkout.

The strike will hit the 
council in the pocket. NSL 
will also miss out on incen-
tives based on the number of 
CEOs on the streets.

Workers face daily harass-
ment and abuse—much of it 
racist. 

“We’re not enemies of the 
public,” said Henry. “It’s a 
tough job but people don’t 
have a choice—they have to 
make ends meet.”
Send messages of support 
to unison@camden.gov.uk 
Workers’ names have been 
changed. Bring trade union 
banners to the strike rally 
Assemble Saturday 9 February, 
10.30am, Mornington Crescent 
station, NW1 2JA 

CAMDEN STRIKERS picketing on Tuesday	�  Pictures: Socialist Worker

SOUTH LONDON

 ‘The firm treats us like dogs,’ say striking Wandsworth traffic wardens
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

SUPPORT IS growing for 
the Wandsworth traffic 
wardens’ fight against 
outsourcers NSL. 

GMB union members 
in the Tory-run south 
London borough began 
their second 48-hour 
strike for sick pay on 
Thursday of last week.

James, a striker, told 
Socialist Worker that 
bosses have “been up to 
all sorts of skullduggery”.

“After the last strike 
management said, ‘You’ve 
got to have a return to 
work interview for being 
absent—fill in this form’.

“I said, ‘You know 
where I’ve been, I’ve been 
on strike!’ They said it 
was still an absence.”

Jacob, another GMB 
member, told Socialist 
Worker, “This company 
is unbelievable.

“People who went 
on strike could have 
been blacklisted.”

Traffic warden Robert 
said many workers are 
“already under a final 
warning” as bosses 
discourage people 
to take sick leave.

He said, “If they 
had done the return 
to work interviews, it 
would obviously have 
been, ‘See you later’.”

Outrage forced NSL 
bosses to back down and 
workers have put in a 
collective grievance. 

James said, “Within a 
few days the supervisor 
had to call us into the 
office one by one and 
say the interview would 
be taken from people’s 
work records.”

The retreat has boosted 
strikers’ confidence.

Thomas, a GMB rep, 
said, “The return to work 
interviews really made 
the workforce stand up 
and say this is wrong.”

This comes on top 
of discontent about 
management’s attitude 
towards workers.

Jacob said, “This 
company treats you like 
dogs. We don’t have sick 
pay or adequate uniforms, 
but we have to be out 
in all sorts of weather 
for eight hours a day.

“Their attitude is, ‘Go 
on dog, get out there’.”

Workers have 
shown that they are 
determined to fight. 

More strikes—and 
coordinated action 
between Wandsworth 
and Camden (see 
above)—can force NSL 
bosses to back down.

Send messages of support to 
andy.prendergast@gmb.org.uk  
Workers’ names have been 
changedWandsworth pickets last week                                     Picture: Socialist Worker

mailto:unison@camden.gov.uk
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