
THOUSANDS OF school students took to the streets across Britain last week to vent their fury  
at government inaction on climate change. The next strike is set for Friday 15 March >>Pages 2&3

ANTI -FASC ISTS  w i l l 
oppose Tommy Robinson 
i n  S a l f o rd ,  G re a t e r 
Manchester, on Saturday.

The far right targets Mus-
lims—and wants to spread 
racism more generally.  

Jackson Yamba and his 
young son were afraid to 
leave their Salford home 
after “No blacks” was daubed 
on their front door recently. 
And a Jewish cemetery in 
nearby Bury was attacked. 

We must stop the far right.

>>Pages 4&5

Labour splitters’
reheated Blairism

New ‘Independent Group’ has a
funny tinge about it  >>Page 6

Institutional racism
at heart of system

20 years after Stephen Lawrence Inquiry
report slammed police >>Pages 14&15
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SUDAN

‘I don’t think the 
government can 
survive’
THE REVOLT against 
president Omar al-Bashir 
in Sudan has given hope to 
Sudanese activists in Britain 
and around the world.

The uprising was sparked 
by anger over rising prices and 
shortages but it has become 
much bigger, demanding 
deeper changes in society—and 
the downfall of the regime.
>>Page 17

BREXIT

May attempts 
blackmail to get 
backing for deal
THERESA MAY warned 
MPs on Monday that 
“history will judge us all” 
as part of a desperate bid 
to blackmail them into 
supporting her Brexit deal. 

May has already secured 
her place in history as the 
Tory prime minister who 
suffered eight parliamentary 
defeats over Brexit. 
>>Page 20

EUROPE

Workers across 
Europe strike 
against austerity
THE ECONOMIC and social 
policies pushed by the 
European Union (EU) are 
often described as a haven 
from inequality and crisis.

But last week millions of 
 workers were fighting back 
against the EU-sanctioned 
policies of austerity. 
>>Page 8



by SARAH BATES

AROUND 20,000 school students 
staged a historic strike last Friday 
to demand climate justice. 

It’s the largest strike over the cli-
mate ever in Britain, and estimated 
to be at least as big as the school 
walkouts over the Iraq war in 2003 
and Tory education cuts in 2011. 

Up to 10,000 rallied in  central 
London’s Parliament Square, with 
thousands-strong rallies in several 
other towns and cities (see column, 
right).

The atmosphere was angry and 
urgent. It was driven by the rage of 
a generation who feel they may not 
have a future.

It was organised as part of the 
“Fridays for Future” demonstra-
tions that originated with 16 year 
old Greta Thurnberg in Sweden.

The strikes included everyone 
from toddlers to university stu-
dents—but those of secondary 
school age led and made up most 
of the action. 

Lots of strikers had never been 
to a political protest before and 
had heard about the strike through 
Facebook and Instagram. 

Tamzin had travelled from 
Slough, in Berkshire, to join the 
demonstration in London.

Business
She told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
about the few ruining it for the 
many—we need to regulate large 
business.”

And she said the experience of 
being on strike should make older 
generations listen. “There’s a stigma 
that teenagers aren’t politically 

active and today shows that’s not 
true,” she argued.

Teachers should support students 
in taking collective action over cli-
mate change—and fight against any 
attempt to discipline strikers. 

The national NEU education 
union should show its support for 
action. 

Many strikers stressed the 
urgency of the situation. “It’s the 
most important thing—climate 
change should be a priority,” 
said Emilia from Camden, north 
London. “There’s no time left for 
slow progress.” 

Sustainable
She had made a placard about the 
effects of meat consumption. But 
she also argued, “We can’t put the 
blame on the consumer.

“The whole process needs to 
change.

“We need to change the system 
to make it more sustainable.” 

Sean, a 14 year old student at 
Queens Park Community School in 
north west London, said a  handful 
of students struck there. 

“We need to change the system. 
Capitalism has got us to this point 
but it won’t get us out of it,” he said.

“We need to put pressure on the 
top 100 companies that produce  
70 percent of global emissions and 
we need to cut down on waste and 
production—if we don’t adapt we’re 
screwed.”

Further strikes are planned on  
15 March. 

Students in schools, sixth form 
colleges, FE colleges and universi-
ties should work towards spreading 
the action—and workers should get 
behind them too. 

   ‘This is the only way that we can be heard’
MANY OF those striking 
in London had placards 
attacking Theresa May 
and anti-Tory chants rang 
out on the march. 

“Where the fuck is the 
government?” echoed off 
the buildings of central 
London. 

Support for Jeremy 
Corbyn was strong.

The march was an 
act of defiance to being 
told by the political 
elite that students don’t 
understand climate crisis.

Mika, a 14 year old 
student from west 
London who described 
herself as a socialist, 
said the experience was 
“amazing—sometimes it 
feels as though nobody 
else feels the same way—
but we do.”

She argued the 
situation couldn’t be any 
more serious.

“I want my future 
children to know what 
fish are,” she said. “We 
can turn this thing 

around, we have to put 
passion and love into this. 

“This is the only way 
that we can be heard.”

Few predicted how 
widespread the schools’ 
strike would be. 

It showed the depth 
of anger about the 
world young people are 
inheriting. 

But it also shows a 
move towards the type 
of action that will be 
necessary to tackle 
climate chaos.

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Disruption 
increases teachers’ 
workloads and 
wastes lesson time’
Theresa May on last Friday’s strike

‘Who wants to bunk 
off school and join 
a climate change 
protest?’
Tory MP James Cleverly scoffs

‘Where the fuck is 
the government?’
A popular chant on the London 
demonstration

‘This protest could 
be at the weekend 
or half term’
Tory MP Andrea Leadsom misses 
the point of a strike

‘Nothing is more 
important than a 
child’s education’
The National Association of Head 
Teachers on the strike

‘We’re not going to 
get an education 
because we’re all 
going to be dead’
Fourteen year old striker Myla

‘Less a political 
protest than an 
opportunity to get 
out of doing work’
Daily Mail’s Sarah Vine on why 
“99.9 percent” of strikers took 
action—including her daughter, 
whose dad is Tory environment 
secretary Michael Gove

   Walkout hits  
 60 towns  
 and cities 
SCHOOL STRIKES over climate 
change hit 60 towns and cities 
across Britain, with many holding 
thousands-strong strikers’ rallies. 

It was the largest mobilisation 
of young people and students for 
many years. 

Up to 2,000 students took to the 
streets of Brighton and heard from 
Caroline Lucas, a Green Party MP.  

Hundreds rallied in Sheffield, 
where mayor Magid Magid 
promised to “have a word” with 
any teachers who disciplined 
students because of the action. 

Between 800-1,000 joined the 
protests in Exeter.

They took place ahead of a vote 
set for Thursday of this week over 
whether Devon county council will 
declare a “climate emergency”.

And in Oxford, over 1,000 
strikers rallied in Bonn Square and 
heard from George Monbiot, an 
environmental journalist, and Layla 
Moran, a local Liberal Democrat 
MP.

In Glasgow up to 500 students 
joined a rally in George Square 
throughout the day.

  Saving the planet means dumping the rich
THE LAST few months has seen 
an explosion of inspiring struggle 
to fight climate change. 

For socialists, challenging 
environmental chaos is part of 
a wider fight about the kind of 
world we live in. 

Action on the streets comes 
alongside increasingly serious 
warnings from leading scientists 
about impending crisis on a 
global scale. 

Radical action is needed now, 
not in 15 or 20 years when the 
climate crisis will be devastating.

Sea levels rising, increasing 
extreme weather events, millions 
forced from their homes, loss of 
ecosystems and threats to food 
production are just some of the 
threats. 

Climate scientists say there are 
only 12 years left to limit carbon 
emissions to avoid the worst-case 
scenarios. 

This attempt to keep the 
temperature rise to 1.5 degrees 
would need a drastic reduction in 
carbon emissions. 

Promise
So far the response of political 
leaders has been to hold climate 
talks that promise little and 
deliver less. 

Countries are sailing through 
their carbon emissions targets 
agreed at the Paris talks three 
years ago and are set to exceed 
them for the foreseeable future.

Stopping the use of fossil fuels 
will be essential to limit carbon 
emissions. But instead the Tory 
government is trying to push 

through large-scale fracking in 
Britain. 

Mining and burning fossil fuel 
on an industrial scale is one of 
the main contributors to climate 
change.

This has been known for 
decades—yet the bosses of huge 
oil and gas corporations continue 
to do it.

It’s estimated that by 2025, 
oil and gas production will be 
25 percent higher than in 2017.

But the rich are just worried 
about their profits.

Shareholders at the worlds’ 
largest fossil fuel firm, 
ExxonMobil, voted to make 
the company disclose how it 
was taking action on keeping 

temperature rise to 2 degrees. 
But the vote in 2017 wasn’t 
done out of concern for the 
environment—but so the 
company could explain how 
restrictions would “affect its 
business”.

Why are companies allowed 
to get away with polluting our 
world despite proof that their 
actions are causing chaos? 

The answer lies in the way it 
seems as though everyone has a 
common interest in stopping our 
planet becoming inhabitable. 

But even in the short term, the 
rich can avoid the consequences 
of climate change.

When wildfires hit California 
in the US last summer, 

millionaires employed private 
firefighting forces to protect their 
homes while ordinary people saw 
theirs burn to the ground.

Climate change is not 
inevitable. It’s a direct result of 
organising society according to 
the logic of capitalism. 

Burned
Temperatures have risen so 
drastically in the last century 
because bosses have burned oil, 
gas and coal on an industrial 
scale.

And although they can appear 
very powerful, no individual 
politician or oil tycoon controls 
the entire system. So each prime 
minister or CEO works to protect 
their own interests. 

If they don’t, they could get 
booted out of office or their firm 
could be put out of business. 

Under capitalism, the rich are 
happy to pollute the environment 
as long as they can continue to 
collect profits. 

They see the natural world 
as a series of resources to be 
plundered, rather than the only 
home to every human being and 
animal species. 

But it doesn’t have to be this 
way.

Fighting for a socialist society 
means fighting for the type of 
world where ordinary people 
have a voice. 

It means building a sustainable 
future, and organising 
production around what humans 
need—not how bosses can make 
money.

SCHOOL STUDENTS on the climate strike protest in London  Picture: Guy Smallman

School strike a massive 
step up in climate fight

The angry protest in London was bigger than many had expected 
 PictureS: Guy Smallman

There was a big turnout for the climate strike in Leeds Picture: Neil terry

Protesting in London

 Threats in  
 Scarborough
SCHOOL STUDENTS braved 
threats of exclusion and isolation 
at two Scarborough senior schools 
to join the climate strike.

In another, students were locked 
in the grounds to prevent them 
from leaving and joining the strike.

Police went into one school to 
tell students that they could be 
fined. But the pupils came out 
anyway. And they were determined 
to make the second climate strike 
next month even bigger.

At a rally, Dave Malone for the 
Greens warned striking students 
they would come up against 
opposition, but had to stick 
together to grow the movement.
Kim Hunter

  Bristol demo  
 blocks traffic
AROUND 1,000 students of all 
ages struck in Bristol to protest 
against climate change. Some 
came from as far as Taunton and 
Gloucester.

Rainbow flags were everywhere 
and the demonstration was flooded 
with placards, one of the most 
popular choices being “System 
Change, Not Climate Change”.

After speeches, the students 
headed to the main road on the 
bottom of Park Street to stop 
the traffic and sit continuously 
chanting, “Climate Justice Now”.
Abigail Head

MORE ONLINE
lThousands of students strike 
across Britain to demand 
climate justice:  
bit.ly/climate-strike

lVIDEO—school students 
strike in London:  
youtu.be/jBKzwi_N-5I

lGALLERY—school students’ 
climate strike, London:  
bit.ly/climate-pics
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IN BRIEF 
 NHS checks mean women  
 denied access to abortions
THE TORIES have 
been forced to admit 
that migrants were 
wrongly denied NHS 
treatment because of 
racist health charges.

Hospital bosses 
told 22 people to 
cough up before they 
could begin treatment 
despite the severity 
of their health 
conditions. 

They included 
three pregnant 
migrants who were 
denied the right to 
have an abortion.

Rules state 
that those with 
“immediately 
necessary and/or 
urgent” needs should 
receive care without 
upfront costs.

Tory peer Zahida 
Manzoor said that “22 
case studies included 
instances where 
individuals were 
required to make 
advance payment 
for treatment that 
the department 
has concluded was 
arguably, on proper 
analysis, immediately 
necessary and/
or urgent”. A 

government legal 
document released 
last year said, 
“Evidence suggests 
some cases of poor 
practice where 
treatment the 
department considers 
to be ‘immediately 
necessary’ and/or 
‘urgent’ is treated as 
non-urgent.

“Three examples 
concerning pregnant 
women who have said 
that they chose not 
to have an abortion 
due to a requirement 
to make advance 
payment, with the 
result that they 

proceeded with the 
pregnancy”.

Migrants from 
outside of the 
European Union are 
denied the right to 
free “non-emergency” 
treatment. 

The rules 
are designed to 
discourage migrants 
seeking care and to 
scapegoat migrants 
for the NHS crisis 
caused by cuts and 
privatisation. 

And they are also 
a bridge to charging 
other patients for 
care to undermine 
the NHS. 

 All out to protest against  
 the racists on 16 March 
ANTI-RACISTS are 
booking coaches 
from across Britain 
to the Stand 
Up To Racism 
(SUTR) national 
demonstration in 
London on Saturday 
16 March. 

Transport is 
coming from 
Sheffield, Manchester, 
Nottingham 
and Cambridge. 
There will also be 
demonstrations in 
Cardiff and Glasgow 
on the same day.  

Weyman Bennett, 
co-convenor of 
SUTR, said the 
demonstrations were 
a key opportunity to 
push back against 
the far right and 
racism. “We are 
in the fight for our 
lives,” he said. 

“The right are 
all linking up and 
Islamophobia is the 
key thing that holds 
them together—and 
behind Islamophobia 
are other forms of 
racism.”

 Time to stand against the Nazi  
 Tommy Robinson in Salford
 by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS      

SEVERAL LABOUR MPs and 
 leading trade unionists have 
backed a protest against Nazi 
Tommy Robinson in Salford, 
G rea te r  Manches te r,  t h i s 
Saturday.

Shadow ministers Angela Rayner 
and Cat Smith are among those sup-
porting the Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) and Unite Against Fascism 
counter-mobilisation. Labour left 
group Momentum branches from 
Manchester and Stockport also 
planned a protest. 

A statement from the Salford 
Unison union branch slammed 
Robinson’s attempts to paint  himself 
as a free speech martyr ahead of a 
planned BBC Panorama documen-
tary. “Protesting against the far 
right is not about attacking free 
speech,” it said. 

“It is about recognising that 
 wherever they go their actions 
cause violence and division”. 

The Nazi figurehead hopes to 
marshal the forces of the British far 
right outside the BBC Media City in 
Salford.

Robinson is a former member 
of the fascist British National 
Party (BNP) and co-founder of the 
English Defence League (EDL). 
Two instances last week hammered 
home his racist agenda. 

A leaked video showed Robinson 
boasting about scoring drugs and 
proclaiming himself “king of the 
whole Islam race”. 

It shows him refer to a taxi driver 
in Bologna, Italy, as a “little Paki 
who drives a car”. 

Banter
Robinson tried to dismiss this as 
“banter”—and protested that there 
are “multiple Asians,  multiple 
Asians” in the group chat. “This 
could have been so much worse … 
some of the banter that I’ve had in 
this group,” he said.

A Rape Crisis centre advertising 
help for black, Asian and minor-
ity ethnic women received abuse 
after a Facebook post by Robinson 
attacked their publicity last Friday. 

A spokesperson said that they had 
“significant volume of abusive phone 
calls, messages and emails, many of 
which are of an overtly racist nature”.  

The Wycombe, Chiltern and 
South Buckinghamshire centre sup-
ports all victims of abuse. It also 
 provides a specialist service for black 
and Asian women who can face 
added barriers to accessing help. 

Jockeying
The Salford rally is Robinson’s first 
public outing after anti-fascists 
 outnumbered his joint march with 
Ukip in London last December. 
It comes at a time when different 
groups jockeying for leadership on 
the far right. 

The fascists have been organising 
“Yellow Vest” protests in London, 
Manchester and other towns. Their 
leader James Goddard was arrested 
last week. 

Around 40 Yellow Vest protesters 
tried to rampage through Haymarket 
in central London last Saturday. 
Supporters of SUTR outnumbered 
small numbers of “Yellow Vests” 
in Manchester and Durham on the 
same day. 

While the “Yellow Vest” numbers 
are small, it shows that they are 
confident to try and bring  violence 
onto the streets. Anti-fascists must 
oppose them. 
Join the counter-mobilisation against 
Robinson in Salford this Saturday, 23 
February. Go to Facebook event No to 
fascist Tommy Robinson in Salford 

LARGE, UNITED protests can deal a devastating blow to the far right Picture: Guy Smallman

Kicking racism and fascism off campus
A CALL to confront racism and 
the far right on campuses went 
out from the student Stand 
Up To Racism conference in 
London on Saturday.

Around 100 students and 
lecturers from universities and 
colleges across Britain debated 
topics from decolonising the 
curriculum to challenging 
Islamophobia and the “Prevent” 
programme.

Zain, a Labour Party member 
and student at the University 
of East London, said the 
Tories’ policies had “created 
an atmosphere for blaming 
migrants”. 

“It makes it difficult for 
students and is leading to more 
racism on campuses,” he said. 

“We’ve got to get all 
the different societies and 
organisations on campuses 
together to unite against 
racism, but also to change the 
regime of Theresa May.”

One of the major themes of 
the conference was decolonising 
education—taking on how 
courses and the curriculum are 
shaped by racist and imperialist 
ideas.

Zeid Trusscott from the NUS 
black students and LGBT+ 
committees said, “The question 

of decolonising education is 
not just about getting a more 
diverse reading list.

“It’s about questioning the 
system as a whole—Bristol 
university was built on money 
from slavery.”

Villain
The recent row over Labour 
shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell calling Winston 
Churchill a “villain” was a point 
in discussions.

Aafiyah, whose family is from 
Pakistan and India, described 
how a lecturer had dismissed 
her essay on Churchill and 
the British Empire. “My 

lecturer said the original title 
‘Should Churchill fall?’ was 
‘too philosophical’,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

“And he said that Churchill 
was actually pragmatic”.

Alongside justifications 
for the British Empire and 
colonialism, there has been a 
resurgence of “scientific racism” 
within academia. 

Oisin from Cambridge 
university talked about a 
campaign there against racist 
academic Noah Carl.

“We have to keep up 
momentum so we don’t let the 
college get off the hook,” he 
said.

BACK STORY
The need to protest against 
and stop the fascists has been 
underlined in the last week
lA video was leaked showing 
Tommy Robinson describing a 
a taxi driver as a “little Paki who 
drives a car”
lNazis and racists are given 
confidence by having one of their 
own given a platform
lThey are mobilising in 
Manchester this Saturday
lThey must be confronted and 
pushed back

WHAT WE THINK

People should have healthcare wherever they’re from

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

CAR CRISIS IS ABOUT 
CAPITALISM, NOT BREXIT

 T
HE THREAT to the jobs 
of 3,500 Honda workers 
in Swindon shows 
bosses’ contempt for 
workers.

Workers found out on social 
media that their jobs are to go. 

In all 16,000 jobs are at risk, 
including more than 12,500 jobs 
in the plant’s supply chain.

The car industry is in yet 
another major global crisis. 

In Britain there have been 
job losses at Jaguar Land Rover, 
Vauxhall, Ford and Michelin, with 
Nissan pulling new models. 

Thousands also lost their jobs 
in the US and Canada, at GM and 
Ford this month. Why now?

First a trade deal between 
Japan and the European Union 
(EU) is phasing out import tariffs 
on Japanese-produced cars. 

Another deal agreed between 
11 countries includes Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, Vietnam 
and Malaysia. All have promised to 
eliminate tariffs on car imports. 

Both these deals encourage 
production to be moved to Japan.

Meanwhile the “dieselgate” 
scandal arising from falsifying 
emissions tests has had a seismic 
effect on the car industry. And 
diesel sales have tanked.

In the US Donald Trump is set 
to introduce high tariffs on car 
imports. The EU could retaliate. 

That makes the interlinking of 
the industry important. 

German producers export 
750,000 cars a year to Britain. 

The car industry in Britain—led 
by Tata, Honda, and BMW—would 
be hit hard by US tariffs. Sales 
to the US reached 221,000 last 
year, making up 18 percent of car 
exports from Britain.

The underlying problem is 
overcapacity. The chaos of the 
market means too many cars 
are produced—yet bosses’ only 
solution is to compete with each 
other and encourage people to 
buy even more cars.

The boss of Honda said this isn’t 
a Brexit issue. But every political 
issue in Britain is seen through 
the prism of Brexit. 

So, the TUC and the Unite 
union blamed Brexit uncertainty 
for the job cuts and are now set 
to do nothing.

National Unite officer Des 
Quinn said, “We are entering a 
period of meaningful consultations 
with the management to examine 
in detail the business case put 
forward by the company.”

Which isn’t even empty fighting 
talk.

For decades unions have failed 
to protect car workers. Too 
many deals have been proclaimed 
to save jobs while attacking 
conditions—and left the door 
open to further job cuts.

Bosses and union leaders alike 
typically blame “globalisation” for 
low wages and poor conditions in 
Britain.

But the globalised nature of 
modern capitalism and “just in 
time” production can put workers 
in a powerful position to defend 
their jobs.

So plants could be occupied, 
strikes could be called. Workers’ 
action is the one thing that can 
save jobs.

REJECT GRENFELL MYTHS
A CHANNEL 4 Dispatches 

documentary entitled 
Grenfell: Did the Fire 

Brigade Fail? aired on Monday.
At least 72 people died in the 

Grenfell Tower fire in June 2017. 
The documentary claimed that 

firefighters and call operators told 
55 of them to stay in their flats. 

This was because high rise 
buildings were made up of 
self-contained, fire-resistant 
compartments when policy was 
first drafted.

The documentary argued that 

a “systemic failure” in fire brigade 
policy meant the building was not 
evacuated when it should have 
been. 

It blamed fire brigade leaders 
for not learning the lessons of 
previous fires.

As Fire Brigades Union general 
secretary Matt Wrack said, 
“Before any firefighter arrived, 
the building was a potential death 
trap. 

“The building was wrapped 
in flammable cladding which 
caused the fire to spread at an 

unprecedented and rapid rate.”
The documentary described 

how firefighters “were trapped in 
a system that let everyone down”.

It is important that individual 
firefighters are not blamed for the 
deaths at Grenfell. 

Such moves deflect blame from 
those really responsible.

The documentary didn’t point 
the finger at the firm Arconic that 
produced the cladding. 

Nor did it point to the people 
in government who undermined 
safety procedures to cut costs. 

The globalised 
nature of modern 
capitalism can 
put workers in a 
powerful position

‘‘ 

Trade union conference

Saturday  
23 February
10.30am, Hamilton House, 
Mabledon Place, 
WC1H 9BD

The kind of violent thugs arrayed behind Robinson  Picture: Guy Smallman

Students play an important role in the anti-racist movement Picture: SocialiSt Worker

We can beat Nazi Robinson

National protests

Saturday  
16 March
12 noon lLondon 

lGlasgow lCardiff 
For more information go to  

standuptoraciscm.org

Want to start receiving regular updates? 
Download Whatsapp to your phone. Save 07377 632826 

as Socialist Worker. Text ‘start’ to 07377 632826 

Socialist Worker Whatsapp
radical revolutionary relaunch

Already a subscriber? Save 07377 632826 as Socialist Worker
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 Centre group formed 
on shrinking ground
FINALLY, ALL the rumours of a new centre party have 
given birth to—a mouse. Seven Labour backbenchers 
have quit.

They include some of the usual Blairite suspects—Chuka 
Umunna, Angela Smith, Luciana Berger, Chris Leslie. They 
are using the false accusations of antisemitism against 
Jeremy Corbyn that Labour right wingers and the corporate 
media are constantly peddling to give their breakaway the 
appearance of moral legitimacy.

But probably the biggest factor pushing them to leave is 
their strident support for the European Union (EU). 

They are furious with Corbyn for failing to support 
restaging the 2016 referendum—even though there is little 
or no prospect of this policy passing the House of Commons. 

Indeed, other Labour right wingers have veered in the 
opposite direction towards backing Theresa May’s exit treaty 
with the EU. This divergence points to the interesting fact 
that many other Blairite backbenchers share much the same 
hostility to Labour’s current direction under Corbyn. So why 
are so few prepared to break?

The splitters may preen themselves with the example of the 
Gang of Four—Roy Jenkins, Shirley Williams, David Owen, 
and Bill Rodgers. In March 1981 they broke away from Labour 
to form the Social Democratic Party (SDP). 

They pledged to “break the mould of British politics” by 
forming a centre party that was pro-market, pro-European, 
pro-Nato, and anti-union.

But the SDP isn’t exactly a good precedent. The British 
first-past-the-post electoral system favours two big parties. 

If one splits, the other can win landslide victories on a 
minority of the popular vote. This is exactly what Margaret 
Thatcher was able to do thanks to the SDP in the 1983 and 
1987 general elections. The SDP never won more than a 
handful of seats and was eventually absorbed by the Liberals.

This electoral logic helps to keep many Blairites grudgingly 
in Labour. It is also an important factor in containing the 
bitter divisions among the Tories over Brexit. May is quite 
consciously trying to hold the party together as a broad 
church stretching from the far right fringe to pro-Europeans 
such as Ken Clarke. The Labour splitters apparently hope to 
attract Tory Remainers, but that won’t be easy.

In any case, a centre party is unlikely to work. It’s been 
tried already, under New Labour. Back in the late 1980s the 
left wing Labour MP Eric Heffer complained that the party 
was becoming an “SDP Mark II”. 

This shift was consolidated under Tony Blair, who 
presided over a neoliberal imperialist government. 

Crash
The final blow to New Labour was delivered under Blair’s 
successor, Gordon Brown. He steered the British economy 
into the great financial crash of 2007-8. 

Blair and Brown had prepared the way for this disaster by 
offering City speculators “light touch” regulation.

The world since the crash is very different from the era 
of the “third way” trumpeted by the likes of Blair. Amid the 
anxieties created by the failure of neoliberalism, centre-left 
parties have suffered a succession of electoral disasters. 
It has been the far right—Donald Trump, Matteo Salvini, 
Jair Bolsonaro—who have been on the front foot. 

Leslie—who was briefly an unusually stupid shadow 
chancellor of the exchequer—has accused Corbyn of having 
an “outdated ideology”. Actually, it’s he and his pals who 
are out of date. Their pro-market and pro-imperialist politics 
may have worked electorally in the era before the Iraq war 
and the crash. They don’t work now.

Corbyn has been able to attract hundreds of thousands 
of people to join the Labour Party and to deliver in 2017 
the best Labour vote since 2001 because he speaks to the 
concerns that people have now. 

He has something to say to the people whose lives have 
been ravaged by austerity. And he can claim to have been 
vindicated in his consistent opposition to the disastrous 
foreign policy record of successive British governments 
simply trailing along behind the United States.

But there is a sting in the tail of this analysis. The right 
wing MPs who haven’t broken with Labour will now try to 
blackmail Corbyn into bending in their direction. 

It’s vital he doesn’t give way.

LUCIANA BERGER (centre) is one of the seven who left  

 Right wing split from Labour 
   peddles reheated Blairism
by NICK CLARK

S E V E N  R I G H T  w i n g 
MPs qu i t  the  Labour 
Party on Monday, declar-
ing the launch of a new 
“Independent Group” in 
parliament.

Chris Leslie, Ann Coffey, 
Angela Smith, Gavin Shuker, 
Mike Gapes, Luciana Berger,  
and Chuka Umunna all aban-
doned Labour.

They said they hoped to 
create a new politics—that 
looks remarkably similar to 
the old politics. Each MP took 
it in turns to give their rea-
sons for leaving.

Leslie was angry that 
Labour’s leaders have not 
fully supported Britain’s 
continued membership of 
the single market. 

Market
This European Union insti-
tution that enforces the  
pro-market and privatisation 
rules is something right wing 
Labour MPs are desperate to 
maintain.

But for Leslie the big 
problem was that Labour 
had been “hijacked by the 
machine politics of the hard 
left” under the leadership of 
Jeremy Corbyn. 

This, he complained, had 
led to Labour opposing aus-
terity. “To them the world 
divides between oppressor 
and oppressed, class ene-
mies,” he said. “They’re hos-
tile to business large and 
small. They make impossible 
promises which everybody 

knows in their hearts couldn’t 
be kept without putting the 
economy at risk.”

Other MPs were saddened 
that Labour no longer rushes 
to war. Gapes—who still 
champions Tony Blair’s wars 
in Iraq, Sierra Leone and 
Kosovo—said Corbyn was “on 
the wrong side on so many 
international issues”.

Gapes also described 
Labour  a s  “ a  r a c i s t , 
 antisemitic party”. 

That’s a charge based on 
the fact Labour’s leadership 
initially resisted attempts to 
define describing Israel as a 
racist state as antisemitic.

Berger claimed that Labour 

has become “institution-
ally antisemitic,” and Coffey 
said—without evidence—
that antisemitism in the party 
is “rife and tolerated”.

But such rhetoric suffered 
an embarrassing blow just 
hours later. Smith appeared 
to say live on television that 
racism is “not just about 
being black or a funny tinge”.

Many of the MPs implied 
that, under Corbyn, Labour 
has abandoned the working 
class.

Smith, Shuker and Umunna 
spoke in the New Labour lan-
guage of working class “aspi-
ration”. It’s about helping a 
few individual working class 
people become rich.

Umunna finished with a 
speech that was really about 
Britain’s deep political crisis 
and the collapse of the centre 
ground.

H e  p i t c h e d  t h e 
Independent Group as an 
opportunity to build an 
alternative. That apparently 
involves appealing to Tory 
MPs to join his new group.

“It is time we dumped this 
country’s old fashioned poli-
tics and created an alterna-
tive,” he said. “Politics is 
broken, it doesn’t have to be 
this way—let’s change it.”

But the crisis is because so 
many ordinary people reject 
the politics of austerity and 
war that Umunna and his co-
thinkers want to resurrect.

Don’t make concessions
JEREMY Corbyn replied 
to the leavers by pointing 
out that in the 2017 
general election “Labour 
won people over on 
a programme for the 
many not the few”.

His problem has been 
that since then he and 
his allies have softened 
their message to try 
and appease the right. 

The right wing 
should have been 
deselected long ago.

Reacting to news on 
Sunday that Britain’s 
richest man Jim 
Ratcliffe is to move 
to tax haven Monaco, 
shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell could 

only say he was “really 
disappointed”.

Labour’s deputy leader 
Tom Watson used the 
split to attack Corbyn. 

He argued that 
Labour’s leadership 
had to pitch right to 
“address the reasons 
that good colleagues 
might want to leave”.

Yet appeasement will 
only press them to beat 
Corbyn into making 
more concessions.

The way to beat the 
right now is to return to 
a radical anti-austerity, 
anti-racist and anti-war 
message—and struggle 
against the corrupt 
system for the rich.

Mike Gapes backed wars

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk
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Rage at rule of the rich 
and the corrupt hits Haiti
by ALISTAIR FARROW

HUGE PROTESTS and a general 
strike in outrage at corruption 
have gripped Haiti.

President Jovenel Moise’s regime 
has been heavily implicated in the 
PetroCaribe scandal. This chan-
nelled government revenues into 
the pockets of bosses and politicians. 

The government has also come 
under fire for passing the costs 
of an economic crisis on to ordi-
nary people in a country already 
devastated by imperialism and 
neoliberalism. 

The beginning of the protests 
coincided with the anniversary of 
the country’s notorious former ruler 
Jean-Claude “Baby Doc” Duvalier 
fleeing after the fall of his regime.

Banks have been attacked, petrol 
stations set on fire and businesses 
across the country have reported 
they can’t function. 

The protests, which began on 
7 February, are demanding the res-
ignation of Moise. But they also 
express a much deeper dissatisfac-
tion with the government and the 
political system.

Protesters have already scored 
victories. 

On Sunday prime minister 
Jean-Henry Ceant announced 
that “unnecessary privileges for 
high-level government officials, like 
allowances for gas and  telephones, 
needless trips abroad, and the 
amount of consultants” were to be 
stripped away.

Such measures may not be 
enough to stem the tide of protest, 
although mainstream media sources 
are keen to claim they will.

Protester Valckensy Dessin 
expressed the deep anger millions 
of Haitian people feel when he told 
the Miami Herald newspaper, “We 
have a little minority, rich people in 
this country, running this country, 
earning everything. 

Misery
“And we have the mass of the 
 population dying, hungry, and 
misery like this.”

The PetroCaribe agreement at 
the heart of the scandal is between 
the Haitian state and  oil-producing 
countries in the region such as 
Venezuela. 

It allows the Haitian state to 
receive oil and pay for it within 
25 years, meaning it can sell it to 
organisations inside the country. 
This is designed to enable the state 
to use the money to fund develop-
ment projects.  

But this has not happened. 
Emergency measures introduced 
after successive devastating hurri-
canes lifted restrictions on bidding 
processes for the oil.

This opened the door for bosses 
to stick their hand in the till. 

Over £3 billion is missing. 
Banners on the protests include, 
“Give us the PetroCaribe money” 
and, “Where is the Petrocaribe 
money?”

The links between the Haitian 
state and those who have enriched 
themselves are complex but 
undeniable. 

For instance, the firm Societe 
G e n e r a l e  d ’ E n e r g i e  o w e s 
£134  million to the state. 

Its chief executive founded the 
Haitian stock exchange. Its second 
in command described Haiti to 
French bosses as “27,750 square 
 kilometres of opportunities to invest 
and make money”. 

Haiti has been impoverished by 
outside powers and the local rich. 
This revolt gives a glimpse of the 
force that can bring change.

PROTESTERS MARCHING in Haiti earlier this month 

Crunch time in Venezuela
THE RIGHT wing coup attempt 
in Venezuela was set to reach 
a key turning point this week. 

So-called “interim” 
president Juan Guaido has 
declared Saturday as the date 
for US intervention. This is 
dressed up in the hypocritical 
language of delivering aid. 

If the US was concerned 
about the plight of ordinary 
Venezuelans, it would not 
have imposed devastating 
sanctions on the country. A 
UN special rapporteur said 
in January that these were 
illegal and could amount to a 
“crime against humanity”.

So far imperial tensions 
have held back the US from 
intervening as it would 

like. Russia and China 
have backed the current 
president, Nicolas Maduro. 

But there are signs this 
may be coming undone. 

Guaido claimed on 
Saturday in an interview 
with the Financial Times 
newspaper that he was in 
talks with Russia and China. 

And reports indicate the 
Russian bank Gazprombank, 
under threats from US 
sanctions, has frozen the 
accounts of the Venezuelan 
state oil company PDVSA. 

This shows that the only 
force that can stop US 
intervention, push back the 
right and win change is the 
movement from below.

Democrats 
won’t stop 
Trump’s wall
RACIST US president Donald 
Trump announced a “state of 
emergency” on Friday of last 
week in order to get funding to 
build his anti-migrant border 
wall.

He wants to push through 
almost £4 billion funding for 
200 miles of wall along the US’s 
southern border. 

This is on top of another 
£2 billion from other sources 
that is already available. 

Trump wants the wall 
completed in time for the 
presidential elections in 2020. 

Migrants will die as a result. 
That’s just one reason among 

manyn why people should turn 
out to protest against him if he 
comes to Britain this year. 

Yet declaring and creating 
states of emergency to push for 
political objectives is nothing 
new in the US. 

Barack Obama did it to 
deport thousands of migrants. 

Senior Democrat Nancy 
Pelosi, self-proclaimed leader 
of the resistance to Trump, was 
strongly in favour of that state 
of emergency. 

Sanctions
And states of emergency have 
been used to impose sanctions 
on countries such as Venezuela 
and Iran on 26 separate 
occasions. 

These have had devastating 
consequences for ordinary 
people.

Democrats have launched 
legal challenges to Trump’s 
state of emergency. 

They are unlikely to succeed 
legally if they can’t challenge it 
through legislative means. 

If they wanted to challenge it 
in the branches of government 
they would need to win a 
majority in both houses of 
government—the House of 
Representatives and the 
Senate. 

This is unlikely since the 
Republicans have a majority in 
the Senate. 

Trump could then veto the 
decision anyway. 

It’s a devastating 
counter-argument to claims 
by the Democrats that voting 
for them is the most important 
way to resist Trump or achieve 
social change.

And a legal process could 
take years to reach the 
Supreme Court—which is now 
dominated by conservatives 
thanks to Trump’s 
appointments.

The only answer is a 
movement on the streets and 
in workplaces that is capable of 
pushing Trump back. 

And there are real signs of 
resistance. 

The number of workers taking 
part in strikes in 2018 was the 
highest for 32 years.

More online
How could Haiti win its freedom? 
bit.ly/HaitiFreedom
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Workers across Europe 
strike back at austerity
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE ECONOMIC and social poli-
cies pushed by the European 
Union (EU) are often described  
as a haven from inequality and 
crisis.

But last week millions of 
 workers were fighting back against 
the EU-sanctioned policies of 
austerity.

On Wednesday of last week a 
national strike in Belgium stopped 
most public transport, air travel, 
refuse collection, postal ser-
vices and non-emergency hospi-
tal  services. Some private sector 
 workers also took part.

The breweries AB InBev—
which produces Stella Artois—and 
Hoegaarden, were closed for a day.

Hundreds of supermarkets 
closed because of strikes and lack 
of deliveries. Bosses said a third of 
small and medium size enterprises 
reported problems because of the 
strikes.

Belgium’s three main federa-
tions, with a combined membership 
of four million members, called 
their workers out.

Strikers are fighting over 
 nationally-agreed pay rises. These 
are based on the size of wage 
increases in France, Germany and 
other countries so that Belgium can 
be “competitive”.

Inadequate
Bosses’ groups say rises must 
be capped at  0.8 percent. 
The unions want a—wholly 
inadequate—1.4 percent.

“What we want is to tell employ-
ers, whoever they are, that we’re 
sick of them putting all the dough 
that we create in their pockets,” 
said Robert Verteneuil, president of 
the General Federation of Belgian 
Labour. “It’s time to give some of it 

back to the workers.” 
Two days later tens of thousands 

of public sector workers joined a 
national strike in Portugal.

The government of prime minis-
ter Antonio Costa is  sometimes por-
trayed as the example of what a real 
Labour-type   government can do. 

But it has faced repeated strikes 
from low-paid workers who are 
angry that ruthless austerity 
remains despite Costa being in 
office for more than three years.

Unions say the pay of around 
600,000 public sector workers has 
been frozen for the last ten years. 

Costa’s regime has come under 
fire from the UGT, Portugal’s 
second biggest and traditionally 
pro-socialist trade union.

“We are witnessing a revolt by 
the public and the unions against 
a government which gave high 
expectations but below par results,” 
said Carlos Silva, general secretary 
of the UGT union federation. 

Meanwhile three French trade 
union federations plus student 
and school student organisations 
have called for a national strike on 
19 March. It has similar demands 
to the one on 5 February which 

saw for the first time significant 
union backing for the Yellow Vest 
 movement’s aims.

Health worker Angelique told 
Socialist Worker, “Some of us came 
out at my hospital on 5 February. I 
think we can get more for 19 March. 
But the union leaders have to make 
this real, not a token call.

“And we should be escalating to 
more than a day.”

On other pages...
Camden traffic wardens strike 
>>Pages 10&11

PUBLIC SECTOR workers striking in Portugal 

SPAIN

Mass march 
for Catalan 
referendum
by JESUS M. CASTILLO, Seville,  
Spanish state

AT LEAST 200,000 people—
half a million according to 
the organisers—marched in 
Barcelona last Saturday against 
the show trial of 12 Catalan 
nationalist leaders.

The trial, which began at 
Madrid’s supreme court last 
week, follows Catalonia’s 
independence referendum and 
attempt to secede from Spain in 
October 2017.

Meanwhile, prime minister 
Pedro Sanchez of the 
Labour‑type PSOE party has 
dissolved parliament and called 
elections for 28 April. He had 
failed to win parliamentary 
approval for his budget.

He presented this as “the 
most social budget in history”—a 
claim supported by Unidos 
Podemos, the coalition of the 
radical group Podemos with the 
Communist‑led United Left.

In fact, his proposed budget 
contained less money for social 
services as a percentage of 
GDP than almost any of the 
budgets of the former right wing 
government.

Austerity
Behind some symbolic 
improvements, the government 
has maintained the European 
Union’s austerity policies.

The election announcement 
is the latest act in the ongoing 
political instability of the 
Spanish state.

The key fracture is over the 
question of a referendum on 
Catalan independence. 

But the political instability 
also has its roots in the 
response to the 2008 
economic crisis by successive 
governments.

This should have led to the 
growth of a left wing alternative. 

But Podemos, formed only 
five years ago, has abandoned 
its initial radical promises to 
reveal itself as just another 
mainstream party, backing the 
PSOE with very few criticisms.
Jesus in a member of Marx21 in 
Spain. A longer version is online at  
bit.ly/SpainSWfeb19

FRANCE

Yellow Vests take to streets despite cop violence and trials
THE FRENCH government and the 
police are saying the Yellow Vest 
movement is all but finished. 

Police violence has had the effect 
of reducing numbers. But the fall in 
turnout is not nearly as great as the 
authorities pretend.

They said just over 10,000 took 
part across the whole of France last 
Saturday—the 14th consecutive 
week of protests.

Yet more than that protested 
in just five demonstrations. There 
were around 5,000 in Paris.

At least 2,000 gathered in 
Pontivy in the Brittany region. A 
similar number took part in Nantes.

At least 2,500 were on the 
streets in Bordeaux.

Thousands were on the street in 
Toulouse, carrying placards such 
as “Fâche mais pas facho” (Angry 
but not fascist) and “capitalist 
dinosaurs, tremble, the world will 
change”.

The uncompromising banner at 
the head of the march said, “Only 
death will stop us.”

Other events—some of 
hundreds, some over 1,000—were 
held in places including Marseille, 
Montpellier, La Rochelle, Caen, 
Grenoble, Strasbourg, Alençon, 
Rennes and Le Mans.

If the strikes planned for next 
month grow stronger they can 
combine with the Yellow Vests to 
win further gains.

lChristophe Dettinger, a former 
French boxing champion, has been 
convicted for assaulting two police 
officers and sentenced to  
30 months in jail.

He was filmed on 5 January 
defending protesters and punching 
cops. 

It is a disgrace that he has been 
sentenced while the cops who 
maim and brutalise protesters are 
lauded by the authorities.

lEric Drouet appeared in court last 
Friday. He is accused of organising 
protests without permission.

Drouet’s lawyer complained to 
the court of arbitrary arrest and a 
political trial against his client. The Yellow Vests are still coming out

FIGURE IT OUT
 12   leaders in 

the Catalan 
independence 
movement are 
facing trial

 25  years—the sentence 
they’re facing

 80  percent of Catalans 
support a new 
referendum 
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Tory thieves 
make me sick
I REALLY struggle to 
listen and read anything 
about this for any 
great length of time 
before being sick to 
the stomach (Philip 
Hammond has to spend 
more to ‘end austerity’, 
13 February).

They’re stealing 
our money. Why can’t 
something be done about 
this level of corruption, 
fraud and criminal 
greed?

Frank Mulholland
On Facebook

Austerity has 
hit services
IT’S HARD to see how 
austerity is ending when 
councils are going to 
raise council tax bills.

And we are getting 
less for our money 
because they are cutting 
services such as libraries 
and recycling.

Tory cuts to council 
funding are behind this, 
but Labour councils 
shouldn’t just accept it.

Amanda Walsh
Liverpool

Corbyn will 
let us down
SOCIALIST Worker, 
when will you wake up? 
Jeremy Corbyn is not 
Leon Trotsky (Labour’s 
Brexit plan is a mistaken 
concession to bosses’ 
agenda, 13 February).

Corbyn is like every 
Labour leader before 
him. He believes 
in parliamentary 
democracy, which 
doesn’t exist.

Alan Wilson
On Facebook

No love lost 
for Churchill
JOHN McDonnell called 
Winston Churchill a 
“villain” and some 
people got upset.

But where’s the 
controversy in that?

Kathy Laycock
Bolton

lA HORRIBLE man and 
evidence to back it up. 
Truth hurts.

Debra Renicks
On Facebook

lFULLY AGREE—a villain 
is exactly what he is.

Martin Towle
On Facebook

lI THINK villain is quite 
a moderate description 
of the old aristocratic 
tosser. 

Paul Vallard
On Facebook

Just a 
thought...

Gavin Williamson—warmonger 

Gavin Williamson needs to ‘go away’
TORY DEFENCE secretary 
Gavin Williamson was at it 
again when he said that 
Brexit would be the start 
of Britain’s military 
revival.

Williamson probably 
fantasises about a British 
Empire 2.0. 

His appointment is 
symptomatic of a third rate 
imperial power with third 
rate armed forces. 

And Labour’s response? 
Instead of welcoming the 
£9 billion cut in defence 
spending since 2010, it 
decried it.

John Curtis
Ipswich

lGAVIN Williamson, who 
told the Russians to “go 
away and shut up” during 
last year’s Skripal poisoning 
affair, plans to squander  
£7 million on drones 
“capable of confusing” 
enemies. Well if anyone is 

“capable of confusing” 
people it’s Williamson.

He insists his plans will 
“strengthen our global 
presence, enhance our 
lethality and increase our 
mass”. 

Williamson is not putting 
forward a defence policy as 
much as reading from one 
of the Charles Atlas 
bodybuilding adverts that 
promised to transform puny 
runts into mountains of 
rippling muscle overnight.

He should follow his own 
advice and “go away and 
shut up”.

Sasha Simic 
North London

Blocked by 
Facebook
I AM one of the admins of 
the Disabled People Against 
Cuts (Dpac) Sheffield 
Facebook page. Dpac is an 
anti-cuts and disability 
rights campaign movement, 
run by and for disabled 
people.

On Friday 8 February we 
received a report from one 
of our members that she 
was unable to post a link 
from our website. It seemed 
merely a glitch. 

But this wasn’t an 
isolated incident.

By Saturday morning we 
had over 30 reports and 
screen grabs from members 
and allies, all of whom 
could not share articles or 
events from Dpac on 
Facebook.

Dpac.uk.net had been 
blocked by Facebook.

Dpac members contacted 
Facebook and received the 
same standard automated 
reply.

On Tuesday the ban was 
lifted and we were able to 
post again. We want to 
thank all of those who took 
time to show solidarity with 
us and who sent reports to 
Facebook for us.

But the important 
message is that this could 
happen to the page of any 
campaign group, union or 
political party.

If Facebook can digitally 
erase the online presence of 
disability rights activists 
without any explanation, 
they can do it to you and 
your campaign too.

All campaign groups, 
trade unions and left wing 
parties need to heed this 
warning. 

It’s really important to 
have a back-up plan, a list 
of activist contacts and a 
way forward should you 
face a media blackout.

Jennifer Jones
Dpac Sheffield

 Teachers should back  
 student climate strike 
MY NATIONAL Education 
Union meeting passed a 
motion supporting last 
week’s strike and protest by 
school students against 
climate change.

 In Lancaster, school 
students collected over 
1,500 names on a petition to 
force the council to declare a 
climate emergency. 

Young people are rightly 
angry at the prospect of a 
climate catastrophe. 

As teachers we support 
the right of students to 
participate in such action. 

The school curriculum 

must be changed to ensure 
that climate change is 
taught. 

We should organise 
assemblies, themed 
learning weeks and other 
activities to encourage 
discussion and debate.

It is great that young 
people are taking the lead, 
but we cannot leave it just 
to them. 

We need huge levels of 
action from all of us who 
care—we need system 
change not climate change.

Hilary Chuter
Lancaster

We need more than token 
gestures to save the planet 
SHEFFIELD COUNCIL has recently 
declared a climate emergency. 

But it’s a bitterly ironic 
declaration, as this is the council 
that has been chopping down 
street trees and trying to jail tree 
protesters. 

Furthermore, it has just decided 
to widen the city’s ring road while 
ignoring demands from cycling 
groups to improve the cycle 
network. 

A new study by the Institute for 
Policy Research says that a series 
of environmental and economic 
crises will hit at the same time 
causing massive global 
destabilisation. 

Are we not running out of time 
to be indulging the token gestures 

of institutions and multinational 
companies? 

Should’t we be forging the links 
between Extinction Rebellion 
activists and trade union activists 
to create a movement from below 
demanding real change?  

John Ross
Sheffield

lCAMPAIGNERS ARRESTED under 
anti trade union laws by South 
Yorkshire Police (SYP) while 
protesting against tree felling in 
Sheffield have secured an out of 
court settlement of more than 
£24,000 over their claim for 
wrongful arrest.

SYP has faced a storm of 
criticism over the 1989 

Hillsborough disaster, the 
Rotherham child sexual 
exploitation scandal and policing 
at the Battle of Orgreave during 
the 1984-85 Miners’ Strike. 

It used section 241 of the Trade 
Union and Labour Relations Act to 
make the arrests. 

More payouts are expected to 
follow. 

Campaigners say that despite 
the payouts no apology has been 
issued. 

The council has also spent 
£413,000 of public money on legal 
costs seeking to prosecute or seek 
injunctions against peaceful street 
tree campaigners.

Phil Turner
Sheffield



J
ENNY IS glad she lives 
in a different London bor-
ough to the one she works 
in. That’s because Jenny 
is a traffic warden, and the 
abuse she suffers would 

make her fear leaving her home.
“It’s good not to be close to where 

we work,” she said. “What if I walk 
out my house and I see someone I’ve 
issued a ticket to?”

Jenny told Socialist Worker that 
traffic wardens—officially called Civil 
Enforcement Officers (CEOs)—face 
danger “every single second”.

“The public just see the uniform—
they don’t see the person behind the 
 uniform” she said

But for all the hardships of the 
job, Jenny is now part of an  inspiring 
fightback.

Around 130 traffic wardens in the 
north London borough of Camden 
are now in their fifth week of strikes 
against outsourcer NSL.

The Unison union members are 
fighting against low pay that they 
struggle to live on—and for better 
conditions.

Their recent action has replaced 
the hard life on the streets with a 
sense of togetherness.

The exuberant sense of fighting 
back together has electrified every 
picket line, march and discussion.

At union meetings people have 
gained confidence and debated the 
way forwards. People who are never 
normally listened to have a voice and 
are speaking out.

The meetings are not humdrum 
and bureaucratic. They are a rush of 
ideas, opinions and encouragement 
to keep fighting and not be fobbed 
off by the bosses.

Around 100 of the strikers are street 
wardens patrolling Camden—and 

the remaining 30 monitor CCTV for 
 traffic infractions.

They’re fighting for an hourly rate 
of £11.15, improved sickness proce-
dures and more holiday allowance.

Despite having 42.5 contracted 
hours a week, workers’ pay is so low 
that many are forced into working 60 
hours to survive.

They regularly walk the streets for 
up to 13 hours a day—with no extra 
breaks.

Jenny said cold weather is a major 
hazard. “When the weather is under 
four degrees, we’re supposed to get 
an extra ‘weather break’, but we 
don’t,” she said.

Overtime
Workers can end up buying food and 
drink at coffee shops during breaks 
just to warm up. The dependence on 
extra hours is another way for bosses 
to control workers.

Bosses aren’t allowed to set quotas 
for tickets. But strikers say that 
 workers aren’t offered overtime if 
management feel they’re not issuing 
enough fines. NSL’s contract with 
Labour-run Camden Council is up for 

re-tender in April 2020. Strikers think 
the dispute will make it harder for the 
firm to bid for the contract.

That’s because Camden Council—
which usually collects millions 
every month from parking fines and 
 permits—won’t be collecting the cash 
during the dispute.

Alongside a five-day strike and two 
14-day walkouts, many workers have 
only been working their contracted 
hours. Sources say NSL sets aside 
around 10 percent of its wage budget 
for overtime—its business model relies 
on workers picking up extra hours.

That means the firm saves money 
on hiring extra workers. But it also 
makes NSL vulnerable if workers only 
book in for their regular shifts.

NSL should be losing cash too as the 
council could fine it for breach of con-
tract. But strikers say the council is still 
paying NSL, despite there being almost 
no parking operations in the borough. 

Alongside pay, a central demand 
is to reassess the “Bradford Factor”. 
This is a formula bosses use to punish 
workers for taking time off. 

Us ing the Bradford 
Factor bosses calculate an 
 “attendance score”—and 
workers who reach a certain 
amount are disciplined.

This punishes workers 
for taking several periods of 
short-term absence. 

For example,  workers 
with five instances of 
absence lasting two days 
each score 250 points. A 
worker with a single long 
term absence for a year 
scores 240 points.

Jack, who has worked as 
a traffic warden at Camden 
Council  for 18 years, 
describes the Bradford 
Factor as “a form of control”. 

“After a certain amount 
of points you get a letter, 
then a discussion, then a 
 disciplinary,” he said.

“It’s a stick to beat people with.”
Workers also lose their attendance 

bonus if they have two “unexplained 
absences” a month. So if  workers 
are ill, injured at work, or have 
 unexpected  childcare responsibilities 
they can lose £80 while the threat of 
being disciplined increases.

Mark, who has worked as a traf-
fic warden for five years, was angry 
about an offer made before the latest 
round of strikes.

It apparently gave workers a 

When the weather 
is under 4 degrees 
we’re supposed to 
get an extra break, 
but we don’t

‘‘ 

“pay rise”. But the deal would have 
absorbed their £80 bonus into their 
new rate of pay—effectively meaning 
a real-terms cut.

“You can’t touch the bonus and just 
put it in the hourly rate,” said Mark. 
“In this job, knives are pulled out, I’ve 
witnessed people being threatened. 
And they want to cut our bonus!”

Strikers are determined that any 
offer has to improve conditions, not 
just pay.

T
HE THREAT of harass-
ment and abuse—much 
of it racist—is constant. 
All strikers on the picket 
line know someone who 
has suffered violence, or 

have been victims themselves.
But when a worker is injured at 

work and has to take time off, 
NSL counts that as sick leave.

This means it affects their 
Bradford Factor score as well 
as their pay. 

Strikers told Socialist Worker 
that one CEO was attacked 
with a 12 inch screwdriver sev-
eral years ago. And despite it 
being reported to bosses, no 
manager spoke to the CEO 
about the incident.

Situations can be life 
threatening.

Jenny said, “There 
are three CEOs who’ve 
had serious injuries. 
One was knocked out 
with a bicycle chain. 
He was on the ground, 
the re  was  b lood 
 pouring from his face. 
He could have died.”

Mark said a col-
league slipped in a car 
park while working and 
had to take two months’ 
unpaid sick pay. This 

left him unable to pay rent. 
NSL said it didn’t have to pay for 

sick leave because it didn’t own the 
car park—until the warden fought 
bosses and won.

Last week NSL put a new offer 
on the table. It was a pay rise—but 
was worth just 17p for most workers. 
Mark said the offer was “an insult”. 

“It’s like someone slapping you in 
the face,” he said. “When we’ve been 
on strike before we’ve taken what 
was offered. This time, we’ve got to 
keep striking.”

The deal also increased the 
 difference between most CEOs and 

those on a higher grade, such as 
supervisors. But many strikers rejected 
it because it failed to address wider 
issues around how injury at work 
is treated. Strikers discussed the 
offer at a mass meeting. Some CEOs 
 wondered if CCTV  workers, who face 
less risk of injury at work, would be 
keen to accept the offer.

But CCTV worker Zak told Socialist 
Worker that unity between workers is 
a real strength of the strike.

“Management will try to divide 
us because that’s what they do,” he 
said. “But we’re one family, we listen 
to each other and respect each other.”

Supervisors
NSL bosses claim they don’t have 
enough cash to increase pay. But Zak 
said the firm gets more from Camden 
Council than it pays out in wages. 

“We’ve heard that Camden Council 
pays NSL £20 an hour for what we 
do, and supervisors get around  
£30 an hour,” he said.

“The money is definitely there—
but they want more profit.” 

Strikers are furious that they are 
denied a raise of just 80p an hour 
when the parking operations make 
millions. 

Striker Adam said, “We will not 
believe they don’t have money to pay 
us. How? It’s a 24-hour operation, we 
generate money every second, every 
minute, every hour, every day.”

Adam described another CEO who 
sustained an injury at work and had 
to take months off unpaid. 

He said this is “common” and that 
workers stay in the job because “a lot 
of people don’t have the option and 
they have to go with it”.

The family of the injured CEO had 
to pay thousands to treat the injury. 
And the worker will need treatment 
for the rest of his life.

This is the third dispute for traffic 
wardens since workers won Unison 
union recognition in 2010. 

Jack said it’s been a long process to 
get to the five-week walkout. 

“We did our best to get union rec-
ognition,” he said. “We started in 
2007 and once we got it we went on 
strike within three years over pay.

“The first strike was a test—none of 
us had any idea what we were doing. 
The second one we said, ‘We want a 
little more money’. Now we’re solid.” 

And Zak said that the experience of 
striking—and winning—before makes 
workers determined to keep going.

“It’s not like we haven’t won before,” 
he said. “We’ve struck three times and 
every time has won something.”

Strikers say the walkouts are 
stronger than ever because supervisors 
and workers formally on probationary 
contracts have joined the action. 

Tory trade union laws force 
 workers to reballot if they want to 
take more action.

But strikers are determined to 
keep fighting—and they must be sup-
ported by the national leadership of 
their union. This means supporting 
longer-term industrial action. 

Last year strikers voted to strike 
indefinitely, but so far the union has 
only agreed shorter stints of strikes. 

Zak said the next step was an indef-
inite strike. He said, “We’ve done two 
sets of 14 days, and five days and 
we’ve seen NSL shaken up—they’ve 
made another offer. Indefinite strikes 
would bring them to the  negotiating 
table.”

Jenny agreed. “We can’t give up,” 
she said. “We can’t just say yes to a 
deal about money that doesn’t look 
at other issues. We’re ready to keep 
going. Until we win we will just 
carry on.”
Workers’ names have been changed

CLAMPING
BOSSESthe

Strikers on the picket line in 
Camden, north London, last week 
(left) Meetings of the strikers to 
discuss management’s paltry offer 
were alive with resistance (right)  
Pictures: Guy smallman

Unison leader Dave Prentis joins a 
solidarity picket (below)

It’s not like we 
haven’t won before. 
We’ve struck three 
times and always 
won something

‘‘ A traffic wardens’ walkout in north London has rattled the bosses. 
Sarah Bates spoke to strikers about how their fight for better pay, 

conditions and respect at work has given them a boost

TRAFFIC WARDENS provide a massive source of revenue for Camden council
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WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

LONDON: HACKNEY
Know your enemy—alt-right, 
the far right and fascists
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
PORTSMOUTH
Venezuela—what’s behind 
the coup attempt?
Wed 27 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Imperialism—why does 
capitalism create war?
Mon 25 Feb, 6pm, 
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
Brexit, borders and the 
case for a united Ireland
Thu 28 Feb, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St, S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM
Capitalism in crisis—
the revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Wed 13 Mar, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BOLTON
In the era of Trump and 
Bolsonaro—fighting 
for LGBT+ liberation
Wed 27 Feb, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), BL1 1DY
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Women, resistance and 
revolution—fighting 
sexism and exploitation
Thu 7 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Why is capitalism 
addicted to plastic?
Wed 27 Feb, 7.30pm, 
YHA,14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Angry white men—myths 
about the working class
Wed 27 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
Brexit, borders and the 
case for a united Ireland
Wed 27 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community 
Centre, Cathays Terrace, 
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Knife crime—why are young 
people killing each other?
Thu 28 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
The art and politics 
of Frida Kahlo
Thu 28 Feb, 8pm, 
Oyster Room,
Hythe Community Centre,
CO1 2FG
DONCASTER
System change not 
climate change
Tue 26 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Goose,53-54 Hall Gate,
DN1 3PB
EDINBURGH
In the era of Trump and 
Bolsonaro—the fight 
for LGBT+ liberation
Wed 27 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
7 Victoria St, 
EH1 2JL

EXETER
System change not 
climate change
Wed 27 Feb, 7pm, 
The Exeter peace shop, 31 
New Bridge St, EX4 3AH
GLASGOW
Immigration—the myths 
spread to divide us
Thu 28 Feb, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,33-44 King St,
Merchant City,G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
Brexit, borders and the 
case for a united Ireland
Wed 27 Feb, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL
Know your enemy—alt-right, 
the far right and fascists
Thu 21 Mar, 7pm, 
Cafe licious, 104 Cottingham 
Rd, HU6 7RZ
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The Brexit crisis—how do 
we get rid of the Tories?
Thu 28 Feb, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq, LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Thu 28 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln, L1 3BT
LONDON: HACKNEY
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans liberation
Thu 28 Feb, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0NP

LONDON: HARINGEY
The Brexit crisis—how do 
we get rid of the Tories?
Wed 27 Feb, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
The ‘snowflake 
generation’—what do we 
say about free speech?
Wed 27 Feb, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: NEWHAM
Twenty years after the 
Stephen Lawrence 
Inquiry—have the police 
really changed?
Wed 27 Feb, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park), E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Politics of the mind—
Marxism and mental distress
Wed 27 Feb, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
Brixton, SW2 1EP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Twenty years after the 
Stephen Lawrence 
Inquiry—have the police 
really changed?
Wed 27 Feb, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
Deptford, SE8 4RH
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Who decides the limits 
of free speech?
Wed 27 Feb, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Road, E3 5AT

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Know your enemy—alt-right, 
the far right and fascists
Wed 20 Mar, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
In the era of Trump and 
Bolsonaro—fighting 
for LGBT+ liberation
Thu 28 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Wed 27 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
System change not 
climate change
Thu 28 Feb, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE
NORWICH
Gandhi and non-violent  
direct action
Thu 28 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Politics of the mind—
Marxism and mental distress
Wed 3 Apr, 7pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

SCARBOROUGH
Why the working class is the 
most revolutionary class
Wed 27 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile, 
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Can the Labour Party 
bring real change?
Thu 28 Feb, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre),S1 2JB
TELFORD
Know your enemy—alt-right,  
far right and fascists
Wed 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, The Parade, 
Wellington, 
TF1 1PY
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
System change not 
climate change
Wed 27 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St, WV1 4HW
YORK
Can identity politics  
bring true liberation?
Wed 27 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel, 
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH 

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORSET
Women, resistance and 
revolt—fighting sexism 
and exploitation
Sat 2 Mar, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, Colliton Park,  
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists

GLASGOW
Socialism 101 Glasgow—
ideas to change the world
Sat 23 Feb, 12.30am, 
The Griffin,  
266 Bath St,G2 4JP.
Hosted by the Socialist 
Workers Party.  
Book your place at  
bit.ly/soc101glasgow
NATIONAL
Marxism 2019
4-7 July, London 
A four-day festival of political 
ideas, hosted by the SWP. 
Book your place at 
marxismfestival.org.uk

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM EVENTS

BIRMINGHAM
United against racism 
and fascism
Thu 28 Feb, 7pm,
Irish Centre, 14-20 
High St Deritend, 
B12 0LN
OXFORD
United against racism 
and fascism
Thu 28 Feb, 7pm,
Oxford Town Hall, 
St Aldgate’s, 
OX1 1BX

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 6 Mar, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

LIVERPOOL
Thu 14 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting 
House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

LONDON
Wed 6 Mar, 7pm, 
Bloomsbury Central 
Baptist Church,
235 Shaftesbury Avenue,
WC2H 8EP

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Wed 6 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

NEWCASTLE
Thu 7 Mar, 7pm, 
Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 6 Mar, 7pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

OXFORD
Thu 7 Mar, 7pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,OX1 1BX

SHEFFIELD: CITY 
CENTRE
Thu 7 Mar, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre),S1 2JB

SWANSEA
Thu 7 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

YORK
Wed 6 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

Women, resistance & revolution 
Fighting sexism and exploitation 

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

Women struck for equal pay in Glasgow last year  Picture: Andrew McGowAn
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Diane Arbus used her photographs to tell stories 
EXHIBITION
DIANE ARBUS—IN THE 
BEGINNING and KADER 
ATTIA—THE MUSEUM OF 
EMOTION
Hayward Gallery, London 
£15.50

DIANE ARBUS’S portraits 
grab your attention and 
challenge you.

There are over a 
hundred of her earlier 
photographs at the 
Hayward Gallery’s new 
exhibition of her work. 

The pieces are laid out 
unusually—columns are 
spaced evenly throughout 

the gallery and each have 
a photo hung on opposite 
sides. The effect is to 
create enclosed spaces 
within the two large rooms 
which form the gallery.

Arbus captures people 
at their most raw—
exhausted, angry and 
vulnerable. There are 
some remarkable images 
on display, and others 
which are problematic. 

Many of the pictures 
are of people performing 
at fairgrounds in the 
1950s—giants, dwarves 
and conjoined twins, 
for instance. And there 
is an element of the 

embarrassing body-type 
TV programme about 
some of these photos.

“I think it does, a little, 
hurt to be photographed,” 

she said at one point. 
It’s easy to see why, 
particularly in the case of 
her subjects. Arbus seems 
to challenge them with her 

camera, and some of the 
people stare back with a 
look of defiance.

In an adjoining 
gallery is a retrospective 
of Kader Attia’s work 
from the last 20 years. 
His pieces explore the 
legacy of colonialism and 
imperialism today. He 
takes aim at the dominance 
of Western cultural norms 
as well as documenting the 
lives of Arabs living in the 
slums of Paris.

On display is Attia’s 
installation piece which 
combines images of the 
First World War with 
wooden sculptures.

Koons’s art is glitzy, but does 
it still have power to shock?
A new exhibition featuring 17 famously grotesque pieces by Jeff Koons jostles 
with antiquity at the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford, writes Kate Douglas
JEFF KOONS’S giant bling appals 
and enthrals, and it has arrived in 
Oxford.

Koons—until recently the world’s 
highest-priced living artist—still 
has massive appeal. This show of 
17 sculptures and paintings at the 
Ashmolean is already the fastest-
selling exhibition in the  museum’s 
history. 

He is best known for his stainless-steel  
sculptures of balloon animals and 
trinkets reproduced on an enormous 
scale. He was the quintessential artist 
of the 1980s—a period of greed and 
arrogance.

After a decade of austerity, his 
overblown pieces are becoming 
expensive items for showing off at 
luxurious lobbies everywhere in New 
York. 

But Koons still manages to pro-
voke and shock, whether it’s the 
sheer  glitter glamour or admira-
tion at the precise perfection of the 
craftsmanship. 

The first room at the Ashmolean 
has a series of three sculptures in a 
line, down the centre of the room. 

An orange basketball floats 
half-way up in a tank of water, 
 preserved in its motionless state 
forever. 

Inflatable
This is followed by Koons’s signature 
work, Rabbit (1986), a stainless-steel 
blow-up of a cheap inflatable toy. 

Based on a “ready-made”—an 
existing, mass-produced toy, Rabbit 
is unexpectedly complex. 

The disconcertingly blank face 
reflects the viewer in its perfect 
sheen making the piece seem contin-
ually changing and never the same 
for each viewer.

In the second room here are 
gigantic “mirror-polished” stainless 
steel sculptures reproducing decora-
tive porcelain figurines of ballerinas. 

Also featured is the magnificent 
Balloon Venus (Magenta) inspired 
by a tiny Stone Age figure known as 
the Venus of Willendorf. 

Koons used an industrial CT scan-
ner to produce minutely detailed 
information of the balloon model.

And he further manipulated the 
data on a computer to create his 

trademark super-reflective coloured 
steel on a huge scale. The vast fin-
ished piece weighs nearly 1.5 tonnes. 

And, according to Koons, it has the 
“energy of a cult figure… an ancient 
tribal goddess, but in materials that 
also place her firmly in the present”.

In the third gallery is the “Gazing 
Balls” series, very typical of Koons’s 
work. 

They bring together copies of mas-
terpieces of painting and sculpture, 
and the reflective, highly polished 

balls that are used to adorn US gar-
dens. The artist includes both us and 
the artwork in the reflections of the 
gazing balls.

In the Ashmolean museum where 
the collections range from prehistory 
to the present, Koons’s work will 
 provoke debate about the history of 
art and ideas. 

Whether you see Koons as the 
Donald Trump of the art world or a 
luxury brand this exhibition is worth 
a look.

ONE OF the rooms of the Ashmolean filled with Koons’s grotesque art

Arbus’s subjects met her gaze

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  The Labour Party—a 
Marxist History
Donny Gluckstein, Tony Cliff 
and Charlie Kimber  

2  A Rebel’s Guide to 
Marx
Mike Gonzalez

3  The Fight for Trans 
Liberation
Various authors

4 Art For All
Christine Lindey

5 A Rebel’s Guide to Rosa 
Luxemburg
Sally Campbell

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

FILM
ROSA LUXEMBURG 
Direcetd by Margarethe von 
Trotta 
Available on Blu-ray, DVD and 
Digital Download
 
MARGARETHE von  
Trotta’s biopic of Rosa 
Luxemburg was nominated 
for the Palme d’Or at 
Cannes Film Festival in 
1986.

Now the film is available 
on DVD and in other forms 

for the first time. It has 
also been remastered. 

Luxemburg was played 
by Barbara Sukowa, who 
won the Best Actress 
award at the Cannes film 
festival for her portrayal. 

FILM
MEKTOUB, MY LOVE
Direcetd by Abdellatif 
Kechiche 
On limited release
 
THIS IS the latest film 
from the director of 
Couscous and Blue is the 
Warmest Colour. 

It follows a young 
screenwriter faced with a 
difficult choice between 
love and his career.

The film is an indulgent, 
immersive, homage to the 
1990s.

Barbara Sukowa as Luxemburg
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READ MORE
lSocialist Worker’s 
contemporary reports 
from the 1998 
Macpherson inquiry 
bit.ly/LawrenceInquiry

lSay It Loud—Marxism 
and the Fight Against 
Racism 
edited by Brian Richardson 
£9.99

lWhat’s wrong with 
privilege theory? 
by Esme Choonara and 
Yuri Prasad  
isj.org.uk/whats-wrong-
with-privilege-theory/

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

they might be friends with. The 
matrix is shared by a variety 
of organisations, with people 
given an automated “green”, 
“amber” or “red” violence 
rating. 

But the people who are 
named on it might never know. 
And, more than three quarters 
of them are black.

Being on the matrix makes 
a person a potential target for 
police action and can ruin their 
lives, even if they’ve never had 
any involvement with violent 
crime.

Macpherson was also par-
ticularly anxious that educa-
tion should be put under the 
microscope. 

The Inquiry report spe-
cifically called for figures on 
school exclusions to be broken 
down into ethnic categories 
on a school by school basis 
so any prejudice could be 
investigated.

Exclusions
In today’s competitive school 
environment there has been 
a 40 percent increase in the 
number of school exclusions in 
the past three years. 

Many parents and teachers 
cite schools’ increasing need 
to pass inspections and do well 
in exam league tables as a key 
driver of the increase.

Children from a “Black-
Caribbean” background are 
three times more likely to be 
excluded from school, while 
around half of those removed 
are categorised as having 
“Special Educational Needs”. 

So, in the two key areas that 
the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry 
identified, policing and educa-
tion, institutional racism is get-
ting worse not better. 

Looking back over the dec-
ades since the report, Lawrence 
family lawyer Imran Khan, said, 
“I want to reignite that anger 
and say we’ve got to hold the 
Met, the police and the govern-
ment to account over this whole 
process of institutional racism.”

And, in those years more areas 
of public life have been opened 
up to scrutiny—from the health 
service to housing to the “hostile 
environment”. Each has a par-
ticular story of racism to tell.

The pattern and persis-
tence of prejudice in powerful 
institutions should tell us that 
racism is a vital part of capital-
ist society, deeply lodged in all 
its sacred spaces.

Racism is not an unfortu-
nate but reformable aspect of 
 capitalism today. It has become 
part of how the system operates.

Institutional racism is a key 
means by which prejudice is 
spread and reproduced, giving 
official sanction to ideas that 
black people and ethnic minor-
ities are a “problem” to be 
managed. 

It is a systematic process 
because our rulers need their 
ideas to percolate down to the 
those they see as the lower 
orders.

Institutional racism exists 
both to create and justify divi-
sion—primarily among working 
class people who, it is hoped, 
will see each other as competi-
tors and enemies, rather than 
friends and allies.

We are not simply fighting 
individuals with biases, we 
are fighting a whole system of 
biases. 

And to win we need a fighting, 
radical and collective response.

POLICE now stop 
and search black 
people at 8.4 
times the rate of 
whites (top) The 
school system 
lets down black 
children (above)
Top picTure: Guy Smallman

N
EW and very 
p o w e r f u l 
examples of 
the rac ism 
that afflicts 
British society 

arrive every few days now.
Recently many of us 

were haunted by mental 
images of 28 shackled and 
frightened black men and 
one black woman being 
rounded up for deportation 
to Jamaica.

Meanwhile reports of the 
discrimination against black 
workers in the NHS were 
backed by a  hard-hitting 
report. It showed these 
workers are also more 
likely to suffer bullying and 
harassment.

What drives this? Does 
it stem from a few “bad 
apples”—a relatively small 
number of flawed individuals 
who now find themselves in 
positions of power and influ-
ence? Or is there something 
more systematic at work?

These are some of the vital 
questions that the inquiry 
into the racist murder of 
black teenager Stephen 
Lawrence tried to answer 
when it published its report 
20 years ago.

Retired high court judge 
William Macpherson was 
tasked by Tony Blair’s Labour 
government with investigat-
ing why police in south east 
London had so botched the ini-
tial investigations.

He also had to say whether 
racism and corruption had 
played a part.

Killers
The inquiry itself was the 
result of huge public pressure. 
Campaigners for justice for the 
Lawrence family had won sup-
porters in every town and city 
in Britain. 

Packed public meetings 
seethed with anger at the racist 
killers and the police who had 
protected them.

People queued to sign peti-
tions demanding that the head 
of the Metropolitan Police 
resign, but many wanted to do 
more to help the campaign. 

Thousands marched in 1993 
against the headquarters of the 
fascist British National Party in 
Welling, near to where Stephen 
and other black men had been 
murdered or attacked. 

Shamefully,  the police 
assaulted the march, deep-
ening the anger at them still 
further.

The campaign also spread 
to the unions, with Stephen’s 
father Neville winning the 
backing of the national TUC 
federation as well of hundreds 
of local branches. 

The pressure was so great 
that Labour committed itself to 
a public inquiry. It was partly 
a bid to recapture the initia-
tive from the family and the 
campaign.

But after a year of hearing 
witnesses, including many who 
had suffered contact with the 
police, Macpherson began to 
draw shocking conclusions. His 

report concluded that the force 
was “institutionally racist”.

Put simply, that meant that 
the virus of racism in the police 
was so powerful and persistent 
that it could not be explained 
by pointing to a handful of 
prejudiced officers. 

It thrived in the policies 
of the organisation, in its 
 recruiting and training, and in 
its daily practice—in was to be 
found in the very DNA of polic-
ing. For the many thousands of 
people who had been outraged 

by the Stephen Lawrence case, 
“institutional racism” best 
described why the police failed 
his family, and why it contin-
ued to fail black people. 

The state, the police and 
government ministers were 
enraged. 

After all, if it were true that 
the police were intrinsically 
racist the whole concept of 
crime and justice would have 
to be re-thought. Macpherson’s 
verdict could be interpreted as 
saying the police were one of 

the main drivers of racism in 
society, and therefore could 
not play a role in fighting it. 

Macpherson certainly never 
went anywhere near that far 
himself. But he did insist on 
systemic change in the police 
and other public services.

One area he particularly 
highlighted was police stop 
and search, which he said was 
seen as disproportionately 
aimed at black people, and a 
major cause of resentment.

Urgent reform was needed, 
he said, and despite much 
resistance, the number of 
searches did fall dramati-
cally in the years following 
his report. But all the while 
the police fought a rearguard 
action to demand a return to 
the “good old days”.

The police are determined to 
keep stop and search for two 
key reasons.

First, by targeting black 
young people in particular they 
are create a racist fantasy. 

In it crimes such as drug 
dealing and robbery are seen 
as products of “particular cul-
tures”, rather than being born 
of poverty and racism. In this 
way, police racist profiling 
helps protect the status quo.

Secondly, stop and search 
is highly visible policing that 
creates an impression that 
officers play a crucial role in 

preventing crime—it therefore 
bolsters the demand for ever 
more resources.

Bias
Today, it is clear that the police 
have used the recent rise in the 
level of recorded knife crime 
as an excuse to again ramp up 
the stop and search figures. It is 
also clear that police racial bias 
is getting worse, not better. 

Overall, police now stop and 
search black people for any 
reason at 8.4 times the rate of 
whites—a figure that has more 
than doubled since 1998-99 
when Macpherson’s inquiry 
was sitting.

In London, so-called Section 
60 searches saw an astronomi-
cal 400 percent rise last year. 
These draconian orders allow 
senior officers to declare a 
whole area a danger zone 
in which police can stop and 
search without any reason. 

The orders can even cover 
a whole London borough—
which means in some cases 
over a third of a million people 
are potentially affected.

A s  i f  t o  r a m  h o m e 
Macpherson’s diagnosis of insti-
tutional racism, the existence of 
the Metropolitan Police’s “gang 
matrix” was confirmed last 
year. 

Supposedly an intelligence-
based system for identifying 
gang members and potential 
members, the database was 
set up in the wake of the 2011 
London riots.

In fact, it is a racially 
 discriminatory tool. 

It categorises young black 
boys and men in particular 
for the music that they listen 
to, what they look at on social 
media, where they live and who 

RACISM AT 
THE HEART 
OF SYSTEM
Twenty years a report into racism and corruption around 
the murder of Stephen Lawrence returned a verdict of 
insititutional racism. What’s changed? asks Yuri Prasad

The virus of 
racism was to 
be found in the 
very DNA of 
policing

‘‘ 
William Macpherson

DEMONSTRATING OUTSIDE the Macpherson hearings in Birmingham 
Picture S O’Neil

Arab rulers risk revolt by  
betraying Palestine

A summit last week 
exposed rulers’ disdain 
for Palestinians—but 
solidarity could block 
their plans, writes 
Nick Clark

ARAB LEADERS would like 
to sacrifice Palestinians to 
make alliances with Israel, 
a Middle East “security” 
conference showed last week.

Officially, countries such 
as Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates and Oman 
refuse to deal with Israel. 

Mass sympathy for 
Palestinians—who have 
suffered persecution and 
violent occupation since 
Israel was founded—
has stood in the way of 
normalising the relationships.

But the regimes of the 
Gulf Arab states have been 
quietly cooperating with 
Israel against their shared 
rival Iran. Now US president 
Donald Trump is pushing 
for that relationship to 
come out into the open.

The US relies on states 
such as Israel and Saudi 
Arabia to prop up its 
dominance in the Middle 
East. But the growing power 
of Iran and the spread of its 
military threatens US control.

So Trump wants to 
bring US allies together to 
confront Iran on the US’s 
behalf. That was the main 
message of the US at the 
summit in Poland last week.

Growing
For Israeli leader Binyamin 
Netanyahu it was an 
opportunity to show off 
his growing ties with 
Gulf Arab states.

For several months 
Israeli and Arab rulers have 
made calculated gestures 
and held public meetings 
designed to show their 
thawing relationship. 

In the run-up to elections 
in April, Netanyahu wants 
to present himself as the 
man who ended Israel’s 
isolation in the Middle East.

That’s why he personally 
attended last week’s 
summit, while most other 
states were represented 
by foreign ministers. He 
described the summit’s 

opening dinner, where he sat 
alongside Arab officials, as 
a “historic turning point”.

But Arab rulers have to be 
much more cautious. Openly 
declaring ties with Israel risks 
provoking outrage and revolt.

As one Israeli security 
analyst said, “The Arab street 
is still nowhere near where 
the elites are regarding 
Israel, and too strong an 
embrace could draw fire.”

A proposed “peace deal” 
between Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) is 
meant to help overcome this. 

The only problem is 
that the PA rejects it 

entirely—and rightly so.
The plan won’t be public 

until after the Israeli election. 
But previously leaked 

details suggest that its 
vision for a Palestinian state 
involves the PA handing over 
yet more land to Israel.

The Israeli military would 
also keep “security control” 
over the land that’s left. 

Soldiers
That means Israeli soldiers 
staying on Palestinian land.

Far from ending the 
occupation the plan would 
rebrand it as statehood 
and make it permanent.

That’s why the PA boycotted 
the summit, with Palestinian 
foreign minister Riad Maliki 
describing it as “a plot against 
the Palestinian cause”.

Officials from Russia, 
Turkey and Iran held 
a “rival” summit in the 
Russian ski resort of Sochi. 

None of those at either 
summit are interested in 
improving life for ordinary 
people in the Middle East. 
They are looking out for 
their own interests.

It’s reported that Saudi 
Arabia won’t back the 
US plan unless it gives 
more “concessions” to 
the Palestinians. What 
the Gulf regimes really 
fear is that agreeing to 
another humiliation for 
Palestinians will spark 
revolt against them.

Whatever plans the 
warmongers and dictators 
cook up, resistance 
by ordinary people 
across the Middle East 
stands in their way.

NETANYAHU (right) meets Omani minister Yousef bin Alawi

BACK STORY
US president Donald Trump 
wants to strengthen his 
alliances in the Middle East
lArab leaders officially 
refuse to deal with Israel 
lBut their regimes have 
been quietly cooperating 
with the imperialist outpost
lTrump wants these 
relationships to be open,  
to push back his rival Iran
lBut this risks provoking 
revolt by ordinary people

Trump wants to 
bring US allies 
together to 
confront their 
rival Iran

‘‘ 
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Witness tells of ‘chaos’ at Hillsborough
by SADIE ROBINSON

POLICE MATCH com-
mander David Duckenfield 
gave no orders as the 
match was stopped dur-
ing the 1989 Hillsborough 
football disaster, a court 
has heard.

Some 96 Liverpool fans 
died as a result of the disas-
ter, following a crush in pens 
3 and 4 at the Leppings Lane 
end of the ground.

Former South Yorkshire 
Police (SYP) sergeant Michael 
Goddard was in the police 
control box on the day of the 
disaster. He said the police 
control box was responsible 
for monitoring the numbers 
of fans in pens.

Goddard said a request 
to close Leppings Lane to 
traffic at 2.17pm signified 
“volume of traffic, volume of  
supporters”.

He thought he heard 
superintendent Marshall 
saying “open the gates” over 
the radio at around 2.50pm. 

The court heard that after 
a third request from Marshall, 
Duckenfield replied to open 
the gates. Goddard couldn’t 
recall any other order from 

Duckenfield before this. He 
didn’t recall any discussion 
about the consequences of 
opening the gate.

Robert Purdy was an SYP 
inspector at the time of the 
disaster. Purdy told the court 

last week that the crowd’s 
mood was normal but there 
was “some agitation” as 
fans wanted to get into the 
ground. 

“The people weren’t fight-
ing, there was no disorder,” 

he said. Purdy was later 
involved in rescue efforts. 

Asked if he received any 
direction or order from senior 
officers over this he said, “No 
sir, nor did anybody.” 

Andrew Sanderson was a 

civilian worker with South 
Yorkshire Police in 1989. On 
the day of the disaster he 
took radio equipment to the 
ground.

He heard some “breaking 
up” on the radios at around 
2.30pm. Sanderson went to 
the police control box and said 
the radio system seemed to 
have “improved” when he left.

A statement from Liver-
pool fan Alison Willis, who 
was in pen 4, was last week 
read to the court. She said 
once police realised what was 
happening there didn’t seem 
to be any organisation and it 
was “absolute chaos”.

Control
Malcolm Edmundson was an 
SYP chief inspector in 1989 
and was based at Snig Hill 
police station on the day of 
the disaster. Edmundson was 
in contact with the police 
control box.

Snig Hill requested a fleet 
of ambulances at 3.07pm. 

At 3.13pm there was a 
request for Snig Hill to con-
tact the fire service and 
request hydraulic cutting 
equipment be sent to the 
ground. Edmunson said the 
disaster began to be treated 

as a major incident at around 
3.17pm when the fire brigade 
was requested.

Expected
Edmundson said assistant 
chief constable Walter Jack-
son was the most senior 
officer at Hillsborough on the 
day. “I would have expected 
the assistant chief constable 
to take immediate charge,” 
he said.

Richard Matthews QC 
showed the match opera-
tional order to the court. It 
said, “Chief Superintendent 
Duckenfield is in overall com-
mand at this event.”

Edmundson agreed with 
this. He said he didn’t think 
there would be any reference 
to Jackson in the order.

D u c k e n f i e l d  f a c e s  
95 charges of manslaugh-
ter by gross negligence. He 
cannot be charged over the 
death of the 96th victim, 
Tony Bland, as Bland died 
four years after the disaster.

Graham Mackrell, then 
Sheffield Wednesday club 
safety officer, faces two 
charges relating to safety 
breaches. Both deny the 
charges.

The trial continues.

A TRIBUTE to victims of the disaster 
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‘I don’t think the government 
can survive. It has lost trust.’
People in Britain are organising solidarity with the inspiring movement of resistance demanding 
real change in Sudan. Some spoke to Sadie Robinson about the challenges and possibilities
THE REVOLT against president 
Omar al-Bashir in Sudan has given 
hope to Sudanese activists in 
Britain and around the world.

The uprising began in December 
and was sparked by anger over 
rising prices and shortages. But it 
has become a much bigger struggle 
demanding deeper changes in society.

Haliem is a Sudanese activist and 
engineer living in Portsmouth. He 
told Socialist Worker, “There has 
been nothing like this in Sudan for 
30 years. It’s not going to end until 
the regime is completely toppled.”

Maher, another Sudanese activist 
in Portsmouth, told Socialist Worker, 
“There is a big possibility that the 
regime could fall. The government 
has lost people’s trust completely. I 
don’t think it is going to survive.

“Sudan is in theory a very rich 
country. But we have thieves and 
gangs in charge. They are looking for 
solutions and they are talking about 
talking to the people. But it’s too late 
for that now.”

Dr Sarah Abdelgalil spoke at a 
Socialist Workers Party meeting in 
Bristol last week. “What’s happening 
in Sudan is an uprising,” she said. “It’s 
not a protest just because of the price 
of bread or fuel. We want democratic 
change and the stepping down of the 
current regime.”

Revolution
Thousands protested in the capital 
Khartoum on Thursday of last week. 
Demonstrators chanted, “Freedom, 
peace, justice and the revolution is 
people’s choice.”

Hundreds gathered in the Zamzam 
refugee camp in Darfur on the same 
day, to protest against the regime. 
Other demonstrations took place in 
El Obeid, North Kurdufan, and in 
Al Jazirah state.

Anti-government activist Kamal 
Mohammed said the revolt was 
“ignited by the young generation”. 

“This is the generation that saw 
the Arab Spring,” he said. “They were 
inspired by this.”

F o r  S u d a n e s e  j o u r n a l i s t 
Mohammed Elsharif, who was 
involved in an uprising there in 

1985, the revolt today is “fantastic”. 
He said, “Women are leading the 
 protests. That shows how the nation 
has changed.

“The regime turned Sudanese 
against each other—people in South 
Sudan, Darfur and the north.”

But the revolt is undermining these 
divisions.

Kamal said, “What’s happening 
in Sudan now is bringing people 
together. We hear slogans such as, 
‘We are all Darfur.’ This has never 
happened before.” 

The Sudanese Professionals 
Association (SPA) is involved with 
organising the protests. Haliem 
explained that the SPA involves 
newer union groups after trade 
unions in Sudan were “hijacked by 
the regime”.

Maher said, “The people who are 

leading the revolution are from dif-
ferent categories—doctors, engi-
neers, workers. They don’t belong to 
one party and the majority are quite 
young.”

The SPA’s demands include the 
“immediate withdrawal of Bashir 
and his regime from the rule of the 
country unconditionally”. It wants 
a  transitional government to move 
Sudan towards democracy. 

“We’re not just talking about 
 toppling the regime,” said Kamal. 
“We’re talking about peace, liberty 
and a sustainable democracy.”

Support
Haliem described some of the bar-
riers to winning significant change. 
“There are all kinds of security and 
armed forces working to support the 
regime,” he said. “This is the main 
obstacle.”

The regime has imposed emer-
gency laws and curfews in some 
cities. Over 50 people have been 
killed since the protests began, 
police have used live ammunition on 
protesters. And activists say around 
1,000 people have been arrested. 

But it hasn’t quelled the revolt. 
“People are going out in bigger num-
bers every time,” said Maher.

Opposit ion groups met on 
Wednesday of last week and called 
on the regular armed forces to stop 

backing the regime and side with 
ordinary people. The only way to 
make sure this happens is to build a 
bigger revolt.

Mohammed said, “How can we 
ensure that the people who go into 
the streets are protected? 

“The people in the street need to 
know they have the whole world 
behind them.”

Haliem said, “We need to put 
pressure on the British government 
to act.

“Hundreds if not thousands of 
people have been harmed or injured. 
I have a friend who still has a bullet 
inside him. 

“Hospitals have been dismantled 
and the only ones operating are 
 private sector.”

Many Sudanese people in Britain 
have been involved in building soli-
darity for other groups facing oppres-
sion. A day of solidarity protests  
is planned for 2 March. 

“All of us need to work together 
to send a clear message to the dic-
tator we are in solidarity with the 
Sudanese uprising,” said Kamal.

Mohammed said, “This is about 
people who have decided they want a 
better future. We need to understand  
that this is not beyond us.”
Sarah, Kamal and Mohammed were 
addressing a Socialist Workers Party 
meeting in Bristol last week

A history of 
imperialist 
plunder

THE UPRISING in 
Sudan is the result 

of decades of attacks on 
ordinary people, by both 
imperialist powers and 
Sudanese rulers.

Sudan’s natural 
wealth and strategic 
position were exploited 
by the British Empire 
in the 1880s. Britain’s 
tactics included working 
with slave traders. 

A popular uprising 
defeated the British, 
but they returned and 
murdered thousands 
of Sudanese. 

This set the stage 
for decades of imperial 
plunder. British rule 
ripped apart a complex, 
multi-ethnic society 
that had developed 
over centuries. It 
ended as part of the 
huge anti-imperialist 
movements that 
erupted after the 
Second World War.

The current ruler of 
the North East African 
state, Omar al-Bashir, 
has moved closer to 
the US and Western 
imperialist powers. 

Sanctions imposed by 
the US were lifted after 
al-Bashir sent 1,000 
troops to support the 
Western-backed Saudi 
invasion of Yemen.

Omar al-Bashir 
grabbed power in a 
military coup in 1989. 
He banned 
political 
opposition 
and installed 
one-party 
rule.

PROTESTERS IN Sudan demand the downfall of the regime (above) 
while people in Britain deliver solidarity (left)   
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We’re talking 
about peace and 
liberty, not just 
about toppling the 
regime

‘‘ 
Omar al-Bashir in his finery

Picture: Guy Smallman
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A breakthrough at 
South Western rail?
THE RMT union has called off 
a strike planned for this week 
on South Western Railway. 
It followed what union 
leaders called a “significant 
breakthrough on the guard 
guarantee”. 

RMT members are fighting 
driver-only operation trains 
that threaten their jobs and 
passengers’ safety.

The union said, “the 
company has offered a 
guarantee of a guard on the 
services that have been in 
dispute.” 

BA flights could 
lose food and drink
DRIVERS AT Gatwick airport 
are set to vote on whether 
to strike over poor pay. It 
follows a unanimous vote for 
walkouts in a consultative 
ballot.

The 50 HGV drivers work 
for Alpha Flight UK and 
transport food and drink for 
British Airways flights. 

Their Unite union said they 
are paid “below the going 
rate”. The ballot closes on 
28 February—workers should 
vote to force better pay from 
their bosses.

Care strike is on  
the cards in Dundee
SOME 200 care workers in 
Dundee are set to strike over 
plans to slash their pay and 
hours. 

The SNP-controlled council 
wants to force the low-paid 
workers on to split shifts, 
which would mean pay cuts 
of up to £4,500 a year.

Over 80 percent of union 
members in Unison, the 
GMB and Unite have voted 
for strikes. Workers marched 
through Dundee centre to 
build support for their action.

Fashion protest  
over Grenfell deaths
JUSTICE 4 Grenfell 
campaigners were part of a 
photo call at London Fashion 
Week last Thursday. 

Models and DJs joined 
survivors and activists 
wearing a T-shirt designed for 
the occasion with the words, 
“72 dead and still no arrests? 
How come?” 

Moyra Samuels 
told Socialist Worker, 
“Justice4Grenfell wanted to 
use the reach and influence of 
the fashion industry to remind 
the world that in London, the 
atrocity of Grenfell remains a 
symbol of the inequalities in 
our society,” .
Rena Niamh Smith

Cleaners consider 
Dagenham pay deal
CLEANERS AT Ford in 
Dagenham, east London, are 
being recommended by their 
Unite union to accept a pay 
rise of 3 percent.

The 150 cleaners work 
for Hamton Environmental 
cleaning contractors.

 Wythenshawe postal  
 workers fight bullying
by  NICK CLARK

POSTAL WORKERS in Greater 
Manchester were set to strike 
on Friday of this week and 
Monday of next week in a fight 
over management behaviour.

Members of the CWU union 
at the Royal Mail delivery 
office in Wythenshawe voted 
to strike after managers 
disciplined two workers. 

One was disciplined for 
reporting sick with stress, 
while another faced action 
for allegedly complaining of 
management bullying on social 
media.

CWU officials said the 
disciplinary cases were just 
two examples of “unacceptable 
and unnecessary behaviour of 
management towards staff”.

Unit rep Phil Tickle said, 
“There are up to  
39 statements from staff about 
the unacceptable behaviour 
which have never been 
addressed.

“We have a management 
team who seem to believe 
they are not bound by our 
national agreements and 

procedures, but feel they are 
unaccountable and can do 
whatever they want.”

The vote for strikes in 
Wythenshawe is the latest 
action by Royal Mail workers 
against managers. 

There has been a wave of 
strikes—many unofficial—by 
workers who complain about  

bullying by the management.

nPOSTAL WORKERS on 
the Isle of Man struck for 
three days last week.

Some 200 members of 
the CWU union working for 
the Isle of Man Post Office 
struck over cuts to pensions 
and pay.

RMT UNION members working for contractor Vinci on London Overground struck on 
Monday over sick pay and other issues         Picture: rMt east London raiL Branch

Fightback at business dept
OUTSOURCED catering 
workers at the Department 
for Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy (BEIS) 
struck for two days last 
week to demand better pay.

The members of the 
PCS union are paid as 
little as £7.38 an hour.

This is well below 
the London Living Wage 
of £10.55 an hour.

One striker, Novlette 
Hurd, said, “We can’t live 
because, for starters, I’ve 
got dependent children 
and this amount of wages 
is just not enough.

“You think, why do I 
bother to work? It just makes 
you desperate some days. 

“You just get up and 
you think, does it make 
sense to go to work?”

The strike comes as PCS 
members employed directly 
by government departments 
prepare to ballot for 
national strikes over pay. 

They are demanding a 
10 percent pay increase to 
end an attack on pay that 
has lasted almost a decade.

The strike ballot is set to 
run from Monday 18 March 
until Monday 29 April.

TRANSPORT CIVIL SERVICE

Wythenshawe workers ready for action     Picture: cWu on tWitter

On the picket line

ROUND-UP

Strike ballots in PCS union
nWORKERS AT an HMRC 
tax office in Ealing, west 
London, began balloting for 
strikes on Monday against 
the closure of their office.

The planned closure means 
workers face the threat of 
redundancy if they are unable 
to travel to new workplaces 
several miles away. 

The closure is part of a 
plan which will see around  
90 percent of HMRC 
workplaces closed and 
relocated to fewer than 
20 “regional centres and 
specialist sites”.

nSECURITY WORKERS in 
parliament began a strike 
ballot last week. PCS union 
members are demanding the 
reinstatement of a colleague, 
and also want issues over 
rest breaks resolved.

The ballot is set to end on 
Thursday of next week. 

nA BALLOT for strikes by 

PCS union members at 
two Universal Credit (UC) 
centres was set to end on 
Monday of next week.

Workers at UC service 
centres in Walsall and 
Wolverhampton say there is 
understaffing at the centres. 

It causes delays which 
mean misery for claimants 
and stress for workers.

nTHE PCS union has 
suspended strikes by 
workers at three Historic 
Royal Palaces after an offer 
on pensions from bosses.

Workers at Kensington 
Palace, Hampton Court Palace 
and the Tower of London have 
been fighting bosses’ attempts  
to close their current pension 
scheme and replace it with a 
worse one.

The PCS said it suspended 
strikes, which were set for 
last Saturday and Thursday of 
this week, to allow workers to 
consider the offer.

ROYAL MAIL

A NATIONAL day of 
action has been called 
on 26 February against 
outsourcing. 

A demonstration is 
scheduled in central 
London as part of the day. 

It is backed by the RMT, 
PCS, IWGB and UVW unions. 

In a joint statement the 
unions said, “For the last few 
years outsourced workers 
have been doing what many 
had thought to be impossible 
—organising and winning 
better rights at work. 

“Now we are coming 
together for the first 
joint day of action 
against outsourcing.”

The protest coincides 
with a legal case being 
brought by the IWGB against 
the University of London 
which could challenge 
outsourcing in Britain. 
lFor more information, go to 
bit.ly/CleanUpOutsourcing

nUP TO 100 people 

protested outside Goldsmiths 
university in south London 
on Thursday of last week to 
demand support workers 
be brought in-house. 

The university currently 
has a contract with 
the outsourcing firm 
CIS and workers are 
demanding this ends.

It would mean improved 
pay and conditions. 

The workers’ union, the 
IWGB, claims they face 
discriminatory practices 
such as being excluded 
from access to some 
catering services. The 
university denies this.

A previous campaign 
succeeded in bringing 
cleaners back in-house. 

“We want the university 
to sit down with us, listen 
to our demands and bring 
us back in-house where 
we belong,” said Michael 
Bukola, Chair of the 
IWGB’s Security Guards 
and Receptionists branch.

OUTSOURCING

CPI WILLIAM CLOWES

 Day of action and national 
demo against outsourcing

Print strikers make bosses think again
UNITE MEMBERS working 
at CPI William Clowes 
printers in Ellough, Suffolk 
struck on Wednesday of last 
week against management’s 
refusal to offer a pay rise 
in both 2018 and 2019. 

This comes on top 
of a virtual pay freeze 
for the past 14 years.

This is the fourth 
month of one-day strikes 
which have stopped 
production at the plant. 

It comes on top of 
an overtime ban and a 
refusal of workers to 
change shifts to fit in with 
management’s wishes.

The action followed 
management’s refusal to 
discuss a pay increase 
in April 2018 and their 
insistence instead on a 
further two-year pay freeze. 

The ballot for action 
was carried with 71 
percent voting for action. 

Firm action by the 75 
Unite union members has 
begun to force a climbdown 
by management. 

Talks with the company’s 
parent firm are set to 
take place in Brussels. 

As one of the strikers 
said, “Taking action has 
hit the company where it 
hurts. If they don’t come up 
with something satisfactory 
in these talks the action 
will continue and we will 
be out here again.”
Kevin Wingfield
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200 link arms over threat 
to sell off Dorset hospital  
MORE THAN 200 people 
joined a “hands around the 
hospital” protest in Portland, 
Dorset, last Saturday.

Dorset Health Care NHS 
trust has threatened to sell the 
hospital site.

The protest is another step 
in efforts to contest a savage 
assault on Dorset’s NHS, which 
faces over £150 million of cuts.
Phil Marfleet

nOUTSOURCED support 
workers at Liverpool Women’s 
Hospital were set to strike over 
pay on Monday of next week.

 The 40 Unison union 
members are demanding that 
private firm OCS pays them 
the same as workers employed 
directly by the NHS.  

Some only receive the 
minimum wage of £7.83 an 
hour compared to £8.93. 

SCHOOLS 

 School boss scores 
own goal in attacks
by SADIE ROBINSON

N A S U W T  u n i o n  
members at  Granvi l le 
Academy in Derbyshire 
struck last Thursday. 

Workers are resisting 
“adverse management prac-
tices” that hit their conditions.

The union said it has 
“deep concerns” about 
policies, including lesson 
observations, performance 
management and disciplinary 
procedures. The school is run 
by the de Ferrers Trust.

NASUWT national treas-
urer Russ Walters compared 
de Ferrers Trust boss Ian 
McNeilly to  ex-Manchester 
Un i ted   manager  Jose 
Mourinho.

He said a letter that criti-
cised strikers sent by McNeilly 
to parents during the strike 
was similar to Mourinho 
 publicly attacking players 
after bad results.

Strikers said there was “low 
morale” at the school because 
of excessive monitoring.

They plan to strike again 
on Tuesday of next week, and 
on 6 and 7 March.

nWORKERS AT Wyggeston 
and Queen Elizabeth 1 
College in Leicester held a 
two-day strike on Wednesday 
and Thursday of last week. 

It followed a 24-hour 
walkout on 6 February. And 
NEU and NASUWT union 
members say more strikes 

will follow after management 
failed to respond to an offer 
of talks. 

They are in dispute over 
attacks on their terms and 
conditions as part of a 
restructure.

NASUWT general secre-
tary Chris Keates said, “These 
restructuring plans would 
leave some staff on worse pay 
and working conditions.”

She said agreements made 
when Wyggeston & Queen 
Elizabeth 1 College merged 

with Regent College “have 
not been maintained”.

Alan Hackett, NASUWT 
national executive member 
for Leicester, said, “What is 
the point of us sitting around 
with the employer negoti-
ating a transfer if they then 
change it within weeks?

“If the employer wins 
this battle it means that any 
school can just ignore Tupe 
transfer regulations and set 
their own conditions.”
lSend messages of support to 

toni.bennett@neu.org.uk and  
alan.hackett@exec.nasuwt.
org.uk

nNASUWT union members 
plan to strike over pay in 
Jersey next Tuesday. 

The union said an offer 
has been imposed that fails 
to take account of real terms 
cuts to workers’ pay.

It said that by 2020  
workers’ pay will have been 
cut by well over 10 percent in 
real terms since 2008.

UNISON UNION

Glasgow strikes and #MeToo fuelled a   
confident mood at women’s conference  
by MADDY COOPER, Unison union 
women’s conference delegate  (pc) 

AROUND 800 women held 
an inspiring and rousing 
Unison union women’s 
conference in Bournemouth 
last week.

With some 58 percent of 
Unison members on low pay, 
poverty was one of the main 
issues. 

Unison general secretary 
Dave Prentis told the 
conference we will get back 
every penny the Tories have 
stolen from our pay over the 
last nine years. 

But it was women strikers 
from Glasgow council who 
showed us how to win on 
pay. After 12 years arguing 

with the council over their 
equal pay claim, over 8,000 
mostly women workers 
walked out on strike last 
October. 

And other workers walked 
out in solidarity—including 
the mainly male workers at 
nine bin depots. 

Victory 
Their magnificent campaign 
and victory shaped the 
mood of conference and 
helped activists argue how 
we can fight and win. 

Birmingham care 
worker and Unison rep 
Mandy Buckley spoke to 
conference. 

Care workers have taken 
over 60 days of strikes to 
defend their jobs and pay 

from the Labour-run council. 
The #MeToo campaign 

had clearly given confidence 
to women and many 
delegates spoke about 
taking up harassment at 
work.

The conference also 
unanimously passed a 
motion defending trans 
women’s right to  
self-identification. 

Conference called for 
delegates to support 
the Stand Up To Racism 
national demonstration 
against racism and fascism 
in London on 16 March. 

And delegates 
unanimously passed a 
motion against Islamophobia 
and to defend Muslim 
women.  

A HUNDREDS-STRONG protest by pupils and parents last Tuesday forced Labour-run 
Midlothian council in Scotland to step back from slashing the music service

Two more London colleges 
could join strikes over pay  
UCU UNION members at 
two London colleges are 
balloting for strikes over 
pay and conditions. 

A vote for action could see 
workers at Tower Hamlets 
College and Redbridge 
College in east London join 
a third wave of strikes next 
month.

UCU members struck 
at 13 colleges last month. 
It followed a strike at six 
colleges in November. 

Workers are fighting for a 
real-terms pay rise and there 
are also specific disputes 
over conditions at different 
colleges.

UCU head of policy Matt 
Waddup said, “Colleges 
cannot hide behind 
government cuts to shirk 
responsibility for their staff.

“UCU will continue 
to campaign for more 
investment from the 
government.

“But, whether this 
is forthcoming or not, 
strikes will continue until 

colleges show that they are 
prioritising their staff.”

The ballots end on Friday 
1 March.

nA STRIKE ballot of UCU 
members across 143 
universities ends on Friday 
of this week. 

Workers are fighting a 
below-inflation 2 percent 
pay offer and demanding 
universities take action on 
the gender pay gap, insecure 
contracts and workloads.

nNEU union members 
at Shrewsbury Colleges 
Group are set to strike on 
Wednesday and Thursday of 
next week.

The action is over lesson 
observation policy. 

The union had suspended 
a strike planned for 
12 February for talks, but 
has now rejected a new 
proposal from management.
lSend messages of support to 
NEU rep Jean Evanson at  
jean.evanson@neu.org.uk

SCOTLAND 

COLLEGES 

UNIVERSITIES 

Workers have no praise 
for Coventry university  
WORKERS AT Coventry 
university are balloting for 
strikes over pay. 

The UCU union members 
are fighting a controversial 
new appraisal system. 

University bosses have 
refused to adopt a national 
system for pay rises used 
by the vast majority of 
universities.

The union said the new 
system, which was imposed in 
September, makes it harder 
for workers to get annual 

incremental pay rises. Workers 
have to get their line managers 
to submit a case for any pay 
rises to human resources.

Bosses refused to negotiate 
over the system.

UCU regional official 
Anne O’Sullivan said workers 
are “furious they have been 
singled out for detrimental 
treatment”.

“They are already amongst 
the worst paid in the West 
Midlands.”

The ballot ends on 5 March.

NHS 

Health campaigners protested against stroke service cuts outside 
Kent and Medway Clinical Commissioning Group last Thursday 

CARE WORKERS 

Big vote for 
pay strikes  
CARE SUPPORT workers at 
Alternative Futures Group 
have voted overwhelmingly 
to strike over pay cuts.

Bosses want to slash 
workers’ wages by more than 
£2,000 a year by cutting  
£15 from each shift.

Some 87 percent of the 
660-strong Unison union 
membership voted to strike.

Meanwhile, Unison is taking 
the fight for care workers’ pay 
to the Supreme Court.

The Court of Appeal 
had overturned a previous 
ruling that said care workers 
are entitled to the national 
minimum wage for every hour 
of their shift, not just a lump 
sum. 

Unison has won the right to 
take the case to the Supreme 
Court to challenge this 
decision. 
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 DON’T LET LOSER
 MAY KEEP GOING
THERESA MAY warned MPs 
that “history will judge us 
all” in a desperate bid to 
blackmail them into sup-
porting her Brexit deal on 
Monday. 

May has already secured 
her place in history as the 
Tory prime minister who 
suffered eight shattering 
parliamentary defeats over 
Brexit. 

And she could face another 
defeat next Wednesday when 
MPs are set to vote on her 
Brexit deal.

Her weakness is underlined 
by her constant attempts to 
appease both warring  factions 
of the Tory party. 

May flew to Brussels on 
Monday to try and convince 
the European Union’s (EU) 
leaders to renegotiate the 
“backstop” over Northern 
Ireland. 

Tory right wingers are 
determined to have new 
assurances over Britain’s 
border written into the  
EU Withdrawal Agreement.

Steve Baker, deputy chair 
of the European Research 
Group of Tory Brexiteers, 
made clear they wouldn’t 
accept anything less than 
scrapping the backstop. And 

in a leaked WhatsApp mes-
sage, Baker warned the 
Tories could “grind towards 
a party split”.

Meanwhile, Tory culture 
secretary Jeremy Wright sug-
gested that May could ditch 

her promise to renegotiate 
the backstop. He said, “I don’t 
think it’s the mechanism that 
matters, it’s the objective.” 

May’s objective is to unite 
her party and keep the Tories 
in government. But the EU 

feels no pressure to com-
promise—especially with 
someone who keeps losing 
votes in parliament.

May lost a “neutral” motion 
in parliament last Thursday, 
which was supposed to do no 

more than note what is hap-
pening and play for time.

It was defeated by the 
votes of 303 MPs to 258. 
Nearly a quarter of Tory MPs 
did not support the govern-
ment—67 abstained, and five 

voted against. It was another 
shattering humiliation for 
May.  

Every week that Brexit 
draws closer May loses more 
friends and alienates more 
people in her own party. 

But the Labour Party and 
trade union leaders aren’t 
taking advantage of the Tory 
crisis by calling strikes or 
protests. 

And this has left working 
class people feeling frus-
trated and like spectators.

The options of a “soft”, 
“hard” or “no-deal” Brexit 
are false choices for working 
class people.

They will all be bad deals 
so long as they are based 
on Tory politics of auster-
ity and racism that help the 
super-rich and shaft working 
class people.

The lef t  should put 
 forward a socialist, anti-rac-
ist vision of Brexit that rejects 
the neoliberal single market 
and defends freedom of 
movement.

The best way to break 
the deadlock is to step up 
resistance on the streets, 
workplaces and campuses 
to drive out May and all the 
Tories.

THERESA MAY leaves parliament after another humiliating defeat last week

STRIKES

Two groups of Birmingham council workers fight to bin Labour’s attacks
by SARAH BATES

TWO GROUPS of workers 
in Birmingham were set 
to strike together this 
week against attacks 
by a Labour council.

Care workers were 
set to walk out on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

The Unison union 
members are fighting 
plans to axe jobs 
and slash hours. 

The predominantly 
women workers are 
facing cuts of up to 
£4,100 a year for a role 
that’s already low paid. 

Strikers have begun 
a programme of 

leafletting in the wards 
of key councillors 
who are pushing the 
proposals forward. 

They plan to visit the 
ward of deputy council 
leader Brigid Jones this 
Saturday and tell residents 
what she is doing.

Previous leafletting 
sessions have been met 
with a lot of support 
from residents of 
the Jones’s ward.

Birmingham’s bin 
workers struck on Tuesday 
and were set to strike 
on Friday of this week. 

The Unite union 
members are fighting 
management behaviour 
since their strikes in 

2017. The 300 workers 
have been on a work to 
rule since 29 December.

Now they are set to 
walk out two days a week 
for the next five weeks.  

They say that bosses 
have given “secret 
payments” to bin workers 
who are members of 
the GMB union and who 
didn’t strike alongside 
their Unite colleagues.

They struck in 2017 
against the council’s 
plans to lay off some 
workers and force them 
to reapply for different, 
lower paid jobs. 

Workers forced 
the bosses back.

But they did 

accept a deal with 
new responsibilities 
and extra hours. 

Alongside the strikes, 
Unite is also set to 
take Birmingham City 
Council to court over 
its implementation of 
the deal from 2017.

It blasted the council for 
not respecting the deal. 

Howard Beckett, Unite 
assistant general secretary, 
said the council was 
“seeking to unpick it, 
while trying to defend the 
blacklisting of workers 
who took strike action 
to protect that role”.
Bin workers are set to strike on 
22, 27, 28 February and on  
4, 8, 12, 13, 21 and 22 MarchBirmingham bin workers on strike in 2017  Picture: Guy Smallman

BACK STORY
The ‘Northern Ireland 
backstop’ is an attempt 
to avoid a hard border 
on the island of Ireland 
when Britain leaves the 
European Union (EU)
lUnder May’s deal there 
would be a two-year 
transition period after 
29 March where the EU 
and Britain would remain 
in a “common customs 
territory”
lThe backstop would 
kick in if the EU and 
Britain fail to negotiate 
trading agreements after 
those two years are up
lNorthern Ireland would 
remain in the EU single 
market and customs 
union
lThere would be limited 
customs checks between 
Britain and Northern 
Ireland


	sw2642p4&5.pdf
	_GoBack
	_GoBack


