
 TAKE ON 
THE REAL  
 RACISTS 

by  CHARLIE KIMBER

A DELUGE of slurs on the 
lef t  and Labour leader 
J e r e m y  C o r b y n  o v e r  
antisemitism are designed 
to weaken those fighting for 
change and to marginalise 
the Palestinians.

And whenever a concession 
is made to such claims it simply 
encourages more of them.

It’s time to confidently refute 
them and to defend freedom 
for Palestine.  

Amid the storm of attacks on 

the left, the real racists escape 
criticism.

The Tories, whose party 
is soaked in a vile history 
of racism, antisemitism and 
Islamophobia, dare to pose as 
anti-racists.

There is far more atten-
tion on a single tweet or 
phrase in a speech by a Labour 
Party member than on an  
avalanche of racism from 
Tommy Robinson and his Nazi 
supporters.

The march of fascism in many 
parts of the world is sidelined 

while attention is focused on 
the invented crimes of the left. 

It’s time to target the real 
racists. 

Join the marches against 
racism on Saturday 16 March 
in London, Glasgow and  
Cardiff as part of an interna-
tional day of action. 

And let ’s build a 
bigger movement 

that can hurl back 
those who want to 
divide us in order 
to bolster their 
rule.

Join international day 
of protests against 
racism, antisemitism 
and Islamophobia

Saturday 
16 March
lLondon
lGlasgow
lCardiff 
standuptoracism.org.uk
for details

Sadie Robinson speaks to Spanish and Greek  
activists about International Women’s Day >>Pages 10 &11

 ‘We have millions
 of reasons to protest’

Sarah Bates reports on the latest protests in  
the growing climate movement  >>Page 6

Stay on the streets to  
build the climate strike 
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AFTER SLURS ON CORBYN AND 
THE LEFT OVER ANTISEMITISM...

PROTEST IN Gaza last week

PALESTINE 

UN slams 
snipers killing 
civilians
by NICK CLARK 

ISRAEL MAY have committed 
war crimes in its efforts to 
crush Palestinian protests in 
the Gaza Strip, the United 
Nations (UN) has said.

UN investigators accused 
Israeli soldiers of repeatedly 
firing on civilians during 
protests at the fence that traps 
Palestinians inside Gaza.

A panel said it had found 
“reasonable grounds to believe 
that Israeli snipers shot at 
journalists, health workers, 
children and persons with 
disabilities, knowing they were 
clearly recognisable as such”.

Some 266 Palestinians have 
been killed by Israeli forces 
since weekly protests began 
at the border nearly a year 

ago, according to the Ministry 
of Health in Gaza. They 
include at least 45 children.

The most recent victim, 
15 year old Yusuf al-Dayeh, 
was shot in the chest 
with a live bullet during 
protests last month.

Palestinians have held 
mass protests at the 
border fence every Friday 
since March last year. 

They are demanding an 
end to the siege that has 
trapped them in overcrowded 
conditions and caused  
severe shortages for 
nearly 12 years.

They also demand the 
right of Palestinian refugees 
to return to the land they 
were expelled from in 
>>Page 3
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2 NEWS

Desperate May scrambles  
to offer cash for EU votes
DESPERATE Theresa May 
offered “left behind” towns 
in England a £1.6 billion 
funding bribe on Monday. 

It was part of a package 
of measures designed to win 
support for her Brexit deal 
among Labour MPs.

But some Labour MPs crit-
icised the approach and said 
the cash would do little to 
tackle the effects of austerity. 

They included Labour’s 
Lisa Nandy and Gareth Snell, 
who were elected from the 
areas targeted and have indi-
cated they might back May’s 
deal.

Snel l  sa id that  the  
£212 million earmarked 
for the whole of the West 
Midlands region “is less than 
the total amount that Stoke 
city council has had to cut 
from its budget in the last nine 
years because of austerity”.

It’s a disgrace that the 
Tories claim to be friends of 
areas they have devastated.

Flicker
There was flicker of hope for 
May at the weekend. Some of 
her Tory opponents seemed to 
soften their approach for fear 
of losing Brexit altogether. 

They have been unnerved 
by the  prospect  of  a 
 postponement of the leav-
ing date or even a second 
referendum.

Graham Brady, chair 
of the 1922 committee of 
 backbench Tory MPs, wrote 
in the Mail on Sunday news-
paper, “When the right 
compromise is offered, we 

should pull together behind 
the prime minister and help 
her to deliver our exit from 
the European Union on  
29 March.”

But to have any hope May 
has to deliver major changes 
to the Irish backstop that 

could see Britain as part 
of a European Union (EU) 
 customs union indefinitely.

Reports at the start of the 
week said that the EU and 
the Irish government were 
not making concessions to 
the British. Attorney general 

Geoffrey Cox has apparently 
abandoned efforts to get a 
definite date for the  backstop 
to end. Cox is looking for a 
formula that would allow 
him to change his previous 
legal advice that the backstop 
could “endure indefinitely”.

Unfortunately Labour is 
increasingly fixated on some 
form of second referendum.  

It should be mobilising in 
the streets and workplaces to 
force a general election and 
an anti-austerity, anti-racist 
Brexit.

The push for a second 
referendum enables May to 
falsely pose as the defender 
of democracy and feeds the 
accusations of “betrayal”.

Bigotry makes school drop LGBT+ lessons  
A BIRMINGHAM school 
has suspended lessons on 
LGBT+ education amid 
parent protests. 

The decision came after 
many Muslim parents 
at Parkfield Community 
School kept up to 600 
children home last Friday. 

They objected to the “No 
Outsiders in Our School” 
programme. This involves 
lessons on diversity as part 
of Relationships and Sex 
Education (RSE). 

Unfortunately, the head 
teacher has linked No 
Outsiders to “reducing 

radicalisation” as part 
of the deeply 
Islamophobic 
“Prevent” 
programme. 

But this is 
not what the 
argument is 
about. One 
parent, Fatima 
Shah, made 
clear the nature of 
the protests. 

“We have no 
problem with 
the school 
teaching 
them 

British values, but this 
is promoting 
homosexuality,” 
she said.

Protests 
outside the 
school have 
been joined by 
conservative 
Christian and 
Jewish figures. 

There should be more 
RSE in schools.

The lessons at 
Parkfield school 
should be reinstated. 
There are of course 
children and 

adults who identify as both 
LGBT+ and Muslim.

The oppression of one 
group does not justify 
individuals expressing 
bigoted views towards 
another group. 

One side effect of 
the protest is that some 
Islamophobes see an 
opportunity to portray 
Muslims as particularly 
homophobic. 

Solidarity among the 
oppressed is not automatic 
but must be built. 

That means standing up 
to all bigotry. 

The expected timetable after a series of votes last week

12 March 
A vote on May’s latest 
version of the deal that was 
rejected by 230 votes in 
January.

13 March 
If May’s deal is not  
passed there will then be a 
vote on whether to accept a 
no-deal Brexit. 

14 March 
If no-deal is rejected there 
will then be a vote on 
whether to apply for what 
May has called a “short, 
limited extension” of the 
Article 50 process to leave 
the EU.   
    This would mean pushing 
back the present leaving 
date of 29 March.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘We can go on the 
dark side, say, 
well, perhaps 
you have to shut 
down plants and 
things like that
Carlos Tavares, boss of the 
PSA Group which owns the 
Vauxhall car maker, threatens 
job cuts over Brexit

‘If we have to 
make unpopular 
decisions we will’
Tavares continues

‘For far too long 
this violent thug’s 
hate-spewing, 
anti-Islamist 
tirades were 
given a platform 
by Facebook’
Labour’s deputy leader  
Tom Watson on Facebook’s 
decision to ban Nazi Tommy 
Robinson

‘A cautionary tale 
for our times’
Daily Mail columnist  
Sarah Vine urges people not 
to support homeless people 
after one was found to be a 
convicted killer

‘He looked a little 
bit silly’
Vine attacks actor Billy Porter 
for wearing a dress to the 
Oscars

‘A deal is within 
our grasp’
Theresa May deludes herself 
over Brexit
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WORKERS WOULD be mugs to trust May

Academy 
chain loses 
194 pupils
AN ACADEMY chain “lost” 
194 children with special 
educational needs (SEN) 
at one of its schools in one 
year.

The Times newspaper 
reported the drop at the 
Great Yarmouth Charter 
Academy in Norfolk, which 
is run by the Inspiration 
Trust. The academy said 
some children with SEN 
had left and others were  
reclassified. 

The figures represent 
an 83 percent fall in the 
number of children with 
SEN at the academy 
between January 2017 and 
January last year.

The number of children 
with additional needs 
dropped by 55 percent 

across the trust’s seven 
secondary schools between 
January 2015 and January 
last year. The average drop 
for all schools over the same 
period was 2 percent.

The Inspiration Trust also 
has one of the highest rates 
of disappearing students in 
the run-up to GCSEs. 

In 2017-18 it lost  
40 students—more than  
5 percent—in the year 
before their GCSEs.

The four academy chains 
that lost the most students 
were Delta Academies 
Trust, Aldridge Education, 
Inspiration Trust and the 
Harris Federation.

Academies exclude more 
children on average than 
state-run schools.

Some 45 schools gave 
at least 20 percent of their 
students one or more 
fixed-period exclusions in 
2016-17. Thirty-four were 
academies, six were free 
schools and five were run by 
local authorities.

Academies are also 
suspected of selecting 
students to boost their 
results and avoid spending 
money on extra support for 
students.

One parent said her 
autistic son was wrongly 
refused a sixth form place 
at Jane Austen College in 
Norwich, also run by the 
Inspiration Trust.

A bigoted message

Head Barry Smith



Jewish 
activist 
attacked  
A PROMINENT Jewish 
Labour Party activist says 
she has received threatening 
phone calls after challenging 
accusations of antisemitism.

Naomi Wimborne-Idrissi, 
a member of the Jewish 
Voice for Labour (JVL) 
group, told Socialist Worker 
that an anonymous caller 
threatened her, “You’re the 
next to go”.

Naomi said both she and 
JVL chair Jenny Manson 
had received the phone 
calls, beginning the day that 

left wing Labour MP Chris 
Williamson was suspended.

“The first call I got was 
Wednesday. I just heard long 
cackling before being told 
“’We know where you live,’” 
Naomi said.

“Then in the middle of 
the night at about 2:30am I 
received a silent phone call. 
Now I’ve just been told ‘we 
have files on you—you’re the 
next to go’.”

Naomi said the threats 
against her underlined the 
fact that giving in to the 
accusations only encourages 
further attacks.

Mistake
“It shows that those people 
on the left who think they 
can stick it out and wait for 
everything to go away, are 
making a big mistake,” she 
said. 

“Because the people 
behind the assault want 
everybody who supports 
Corbyn to leave or be 
expelled. 

“This isn’t about 
antisemitism—which 
is primarily a terrifying 
phenomenon on the right. 
Whatever the Labour Party 
does will not be enough for 
the people launching the 
attacks.”

If we just throw under the 
bus anyone who is attacked 
by the right then this is not 
going to stop.

“It’s important to stand up 
and fight this.”
Read the full article online at 
bit.ly/JVLthreatened

Antisemitism accusations 
designed to attack the left
by NICK CLARK

IT’S OPEN season on the left of the 
Labour Party as right wing Labour 
MPs campaign to portray their own 
party as riddled with antisemitism.

Two right wing Labour MPs 
attempted to link left wing politics 
to antisemitism this week.

Meanwhile, a left wing MP has 
been suspended from Labour for 
speaking out against the accusa-
tions. And party members have been 
demonised in the press for refuting 
the attack on their party.

Labour MP Margaret Hodge cited 
“unacceptable anti-Zionism” as  
antisemitism. Anti-Zionism is opposi-
tion to Israel’s founding ideology that 
justifies racism against Palestinians.

Hodge went on to blame the “cul-
ture” and “policy” of Labour’s left 
wing leadership. 

Hodge also claimed to be fighting 
antisemitism in the same way that 
she had “fought the extreme right”.

Rhetoric
But, when the Nazi BNP were growing  
in her constituency a decade ago, she 
reacted by adopting much of its racist 
rhetoric.

She called in 2006 for “indig-
enous” people to be given priority 
over migrants on housing waiting  
lists.

Her comments this week 
followed a claim by Labour 
MP Siobhan McDonagh, who 
argued, “To be anti-capitalist 
is to be antisemitic.”

Speaking on Monday, 
McDonagh said, “It’s very 
much part of their politics,  
of hard left politics, to 
be against capitalists  
and to see Jewish 
people as the financiers 
of capital. Ergo you are  
anti-Jewish people.” Her 
comments are part of an 

effort by the right of the Labour Party to  
discredit, silence and drive out the 
left.

Right wing Labour MPs are  
outraged that, as they see it, 

not enough Labour members 
have been found guilty of  
antisemitism and expelled from 
the party.

McDonagh and Hodge 
defended attempts by deputy 

leader Tom Watson last 
week to interfere in 
investigations into alle-
gations of antisemitism 
made against party 
members.

Yet Watson hypo-
critically responded to 
reports that members 
of Corbyn’s office were 

involved in investigations as “unac-
ceptable political interference.” And 
Labour MPs routinely provide “exam-
ples” of antisemitism investigations to 
the press, with no way for members to 
respond or verify if they’re true.

Meanwhile ordinary members are 
bullied into silence for daring to speak 
out. 

Passing
The Hackney North and Stoke 
Newington Constituency Labour Party 
was branded “disgraceful” and “des-
picable” for passing a motion deny-
ing that the party is “institutionally 
antisemitic”.

It followed the suspension of left 
wing Labour MP Chris Williamson 
for telling a Momentum meeting in 
Sheffield that Labour had given “too 

much ground” over the accusations. 
Williamson later apologised for the 
comments. He insisted that Labour had 
“held ourselves to a higher standard  
than any other political party when it 
comes to anti-racism”. 

Yet he was suspended after prominent  
figures on Labour’s soft left turned on 
him.

Influential groups on the left of 
Labour think that by conceding to 
the idea that they have a problem 
with antisemitism they can show 
the right they are listening to their 
“concerns”.

Instead they are fuelling an atmos-
phere of fear inside Labour designed 
to silence and discredit the left.
Rally for Palestine—Exist! Resist! Return!  
1pm, 30 March.  
Israeli Embassy, London W8 5EA

LABOUR MP Chris Williamson was sacrificed to stop the right’s attacks, but instead it spurred them on 

IDF fires on Gaza protesters
>>>continued from front page
1948, now formally in Israel.

Israel responded to the 
protests with extraordinary 
violence, sending snipers with live 
ammunition and soldiers with  
rubber-coated steel 
bullets to put them 
down.

Israel finds the 
Palestinian demand 
for the right to return 
unacceptable because 
it sees the presence 
of Arabs inside its 
borders as a threat to 
its existence.

It was founded 
in 1948 through a 
campaign of ethnic 

cleansing against Palestinians 
to ensure it had a Jewish ethnic 
majority. 

It uses racist laws and repressive 
measures to keep Palestinians out 
and ensure it maintains that ethnic 

majority today. 
Yet despite 

the repression, 
Palestinians continue 
to resist. 

Hundreds of 
Palestinians in Gaza 
have joined new 
“night confusion” 
protests, setting tyres 
on fire, chanting 
through loud speakers 
and marching on the 
border at night time.A ‘night confusion’ protest

Naomi Wimborne-Idrissi

Siobhan McDonagh

Fighting for our future—
capitalism versus the  
climate

A new Socialist Worker pamphlet
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Camilla Royle

For copies ring 0207 840 5600

NEWS 3
Socialist Worker 6 March 2019



 How the IHRA definition  
 was won by the right wing
ATTEMPTS TO 
paint Labour as 
“institutionally 
antisemitic” increased 
with a parliamentary 
report published in 
October 2016. 

Despite 
acknowledging that 
most antisemitic 
attacks are carried 
out by the far right, 
it singled out Jeremy 
Corbyn and then 
NUS president Malia 
Bouattia.

And it linked 
antisemitism to 
opposition to Zionism

It asserted that 
it is antisemitic to 
deny “the Jewish 
people the right to 
self-determination, 
by claiming that the 
existence of the State 
of Israel is a racist 
endeavour”.

That’s a sentence 
from an example 
attached to the 
International Holocaust 
Remembrance 
Alliance’s (IHRA) 
definition of 
antisemitism.

It restricts the right 
to call Israel a racist, 
apartheid state, or to 
call for a one state 
solution in Palestine 
with equal democratic 
rights for all its 
citizens.

The right was 
outraged when 
Labour published a 
detailed definition 
of antisemitism. 

This took the main 
part of the IHRA 
definition, which is 
that antisemitism is “a 
certain perception of 
Jews, which may be 
expressed as hatred 
toward Jews”.

But it clearly 
distinguished 
between legitimate 
criticism of Israel and 
antisemitism. It said, 
“It is not antisemitism 
to refer to ‘Zionism’ 
and ‘Zionists’ as 
part of a considered 
discussion about the 
Israeli state.”

Yet Labour was 
accused of being 
“driven by the Corbyn 
faction’s obsessive 
hatred of the Jewish 
state”. Over the next 
few months Corbyn 
and the Labour 
leadership came under 
intense pressure to 
accept the part of the 
definition that ruled 
out criticism of Israel.

Demonstrations 
outside parliament 
accused Corbyn 
himself of encouraging 
antisemitism. 

MP Margaret 
Hodge called Corbyn 
a “fucking antisemite 
and a racist”.

A meeting of 
Labour’s national 
executive committee 
adopted the right’s 
definition, thanks to 
the votes of left wing 
members and trade 
union delegates.

Corbyn reportedly 
tried to introduce a 
caveat that it should 
not be considered 
antisemitic “to 
describe Israel, 
its policies or the 
circumstances around 
its foundation as 
racist because of 
their discriminatory 
impact, or to support 
another settlement of 
the Israel-Palestine 
conflict”.

 Left figures betray Palestine
AT EVERY turn, 
prominent left wing 
activists such as 
Momentum founder 
Jon Lansman and 
trade union leaders 
such as Len McCluskey 
have given in to right 
wing demands. 

They hoped that 
by accepting the full 
IHRA definition, the 
left could stop the 
right wing attacks.

In reality this was a 
major concession to 
the idea that criticism 
of Israel and support 
for Palestine inevitably 
lead to antisemitism.

Appeasing the 
right in their party 
in the vain hope of 
securing “unity” was 
more important to 
the Labour left than 
defending the right 
of Palestinians to 
speak out against 
their oppression. 

Accusations of 
antisemitism have 
become a stick to beat 
Labour members with, 
who are now bullied 
simply for denying 
that their party is 
antisemitic.

The right wants 
to push the left into 
conceding that they 
are “institutionally 
antisemitic”.

They want the left 
to accept that the 
solution is for Corbyn 
to stand down.

This would be 
another way to 
silence the voice of 

Palestinians. Labour 
members who waved 
Palestinian flags 
at last year’s party 
conference were 
accused of “baiting 
Jews”.

Right wing Labour  
MP Jess Phillips 
recently accused 
a Labour students’ 
twitter account of 
being antisemitic for 
tweeting “Palestine 
lives”.

Any further 
concessions would be 
a disaster. 

They would discredit 
and demoralise the 
whole of the left 
and the Palestinian 
solidarity movement.

Standing up to 
the smears means 
refusing to be 
constrained by the 
“unity” with the 
Labour right any 
longer.

Jon Lansman

Margaret Hodge was at the centre of the move to 
portray Corbyn as antisemitic
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 Has Labour  
 leader been  
 sunk by the  
 claims he is  
 antisemitic?
by NICK CLARK

MP JOAN Ryan said on Sunday 
that antisemitism is “intimately 
related” to Jeremy Corbyn’s left 
wing politics, claiming “we never 
had this problem in the Labour 
Party” before he was leader.

That, in a nutshell, is the smear 
that has slowly ground down 
Labour’s left wing leadership.

When the right claims that 
Corbyn’s politics are responsible 
for making Labour “institutionally 
antisemitic,” they’re usually talking 
about his support for Palestinians. 

Ryan in particular has repeatedly 
and openly linked antisemitism to 
criticism of Israel.

One argument is that anyone 
who opposes Zionism—the ideology 
that justifies Israel’s racism towards 
Palestinians—is antisemitic because 
they deny Jewish people their 
“homeland”.

The people who argue this always 
gloss over the fact that this “home-
land” was built on the expulsion of 
850,000 Palestinians.

A linked argument is to insinuate 
that anyone focused on Palestinian 
solidarity, or who boycotts Israeli 
products, targets Israel because it’s 
a Jewish state.

Supports
A more recent tactic is to label 
anyone who vocally supports 
Palestinians as “Jew-baiters”. 

This strategy has been used to dis-
credit anti-imperialism and soli-
darity with the Palestinian 
struggle for years—and 
not just in Britain. 

I n  t h e  U S , 
Democratic politician 
Ilhan Omar is facing an 
Islamophobic onslaught 
for speaking out about the 
right to criticise Israel and 
support Palestinians.

In fact the whole 
assault has a sinis-
ter Islamophobic 
undercurrent.

Omar said 
recently that 
many people 

consider “everything we say about 
Israel to be antisemitic because we 
are Muslim”. 

Muslims are often painted as 
being antisemitic for supporting 
Palestinians, just as they’re branded 
terrorist sympathisers for opposing 
the West’s wars. 

Pushing
In France supporters of embattled 
president Emmanuel Macron have 
also reached a new low by saying 
that anti-Zionism is antisemitism.

Such attacks are helped by the 
false, racist claim that the conflict 
in Palestine is about a clash between 
reactionary Arabs and Israel’s “lib-
eral democracy”.

In Britain this really came to the 
fore to discredit the Stop the War 
Coalition when it formed to oppose 
the War on Terror in 2001.

Supporters of the invasions of 
Afghanistan and Iraq latched on to 
the fact that Stop the War involved 

Muslim organisations. 
They came up with an argu-

ment that the left’s “obsession” 
with anti-imperialism and 
Israel found common cause 
with the inherently antisemitic 
and backward Islam.

Mass demonstrations in soli-
darity with Palestinians during 

Israel’s war on Gaza in 2014 
also led to claims of a rise in  

antisemitism in Britain.
So  when Jeremy 

Corbyn became Labour 
leader in 2015, those 
same people warned of 
his “past associations”.

BACK STORY
Right wingers claim Labour has 
seen a surge in antisemitism 
under left leader Jeremy Corbyn
lThe attacks on Corbyn are 
linked to his anti-imperialism and 
opposition to Israeli repression
lLeft wingers who support 
Palestinians in the US and France 
have also come under attack
lThe slurs can have a sinister, 
Islamophobic undertone to them

TOM WATSON (right) has positioned himself as a crusader against antisemitism 

  Every retreat over false claims of 
antisemitism led to more attacks
THE FIRST real attack on the left 
came in February 2016 when 
accusations of antisemitism were 
made against members of Oxford 
University Labour Club. The 
accusations were tied to the club’s 
support for Palestinians.

The club’s chair Alex Chalmers 
resigned from his position 
after a vote to support Israel 
Apartheid Week—an annual event 
organised by Palestine societies at 
universities. 

Chalmers made unsubstantiated 
allegations of antisemitic 
behaviour against other members. 
But in an article entitled 
“Antisemitic Anti-Zionism,” he 
made clear his objection was the 
support for Palestinian resistance. 

Grotesque
Labour MP Lousie Ellman, vice 
chair of Labour Friends of Israel, 
said she was “deeply disturbed” 
by the incident. She added that 
comparisons between apartheid 
South Africa and Israel were “a 
grotesque smear and the Labour 
Party should dissociate itself 
from them”.

The row pre-empted a 
concerted campaign to shut down 
Israel Apartheid Week events. 

It also gave supporters of Israel 
confidence to pressure Labour to 
begin an investigation into the 
Oxford University Labour Club. 

It followed comments by 
Bradford West MP Naz Shah 
and former London mayor Ken 

Livingstone, the suspension of 
Labour activist Jackie Walker, and 
the demonisation of then NUS 
president Malia Bouattia for her 
support for Palestinians.

During Israel’s war on Gaza 
in 2014, Shah posted a satirical 
image saying, “Solution to the 

Palestine conflict—relocate 
Israel to the US.” The point of 
the image was to highlight the 
scale of military funding the US 
sends to Israel, and the land that 
Palestinians have lost.

Defending Shah in an 
interview, Livingstone claimed 
that Hitler had supported 
Zionism.

Right wing MP John Mann—
who calls for racist immigration 
controls—called Livingstone a 
“Nazi apologist”.

Both Shah and Livingstone’s 
comments were careless—and, 
in the case of Livingstone, 
historically inaccurate—but they 
weren’t antisemitic. They didn’t 
target Jews for being Jews.

Nevertheless Shah was made 
to apologise and Livingstone 
later quit the party. 

Ilhan Omar has faced attacks for 
speaking out for Palestinian rights

Alex Chalmers

The snowball gains speed...
THE SETTING up 
of the Chakrabarti 
Inquiry was the first 
major concession 
by Corbyn to the 
claim that his 
leadership had 
caused an increase 
in antisemitism 
in Labour. It also 
showed that such 
concessions only 

encourage the right to 
go further.

When published, 
the report sensibly 
said Labour members 
should avoid 
comparing Israel to 
the Nazis, and that 
“Zionist” should not 
be interchangeable 
with “Jew”.

Yet the Labour 

right branded it a 
whitewash.

Corbyn was 
attacked for saying 
Jews are not 
responsible for the 
actions of Israel just 
as Muslims aren’t 
responsible “for those 
of various self-styled 
Islamic states or 
organisations”.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

RIGHT WANTS LABOUR TO 
BE PARTY FOR THE BOSSES

 P
OLITICIANS, THE media 
and TV personalities 
are gunning for Jeremy 
Corbyn.

They think the slur 
that Corbyn has made Labour a 
safe place for antisemites is their 
best chance of forcing him out.

The right has hounded Corbyn 
since he was elected Labour 
leader in 2015. He has been 
accused of being a terrorist 
sympathiser, unpatriotic, and a 
Marxist. 

The extreme hostility to 
Corbyn comes from his record of 
opposing imperialism and standing 
up for working class people.

This kind of politics goes 
against the interests of the British 
state and the bosses—and they 
are scared that it’s popular.

Hundreds of thousands of 
people joined Labour after 
Corbyn’s election. Many people 
disillusioned with mainstream 
politics saw him as representing 
something radically different.

But despite the change in 
membership, and Corbyn’s 
rhetoric, the fundamental nature 
of Labour remains the same. 

It is a reformist party based 
on managing capitalism, not on 
overthrowing it. The focus is on 

elections. And party structures 
give right wing MPs more say than 
members.

For the Russian revolutionary 
Lenin, Labour is a “capitalist 
workers party”. He could have 
been anticipating Labour deputy 
leader Tom Watson when he 
described what this meant. 

“While made up of workers 
it is led by reactionaries, and the 
worst kind of reactionaries at 
that, who act quite in the spirit of 
the bourgeoisie,” he said.

Corbyn is Labour’s most left 
wing leader. But his election hasn’t 
been enough to overcome the 
right in the party.

And its focus on elections has 
seen Corbyn make concessions 

in the name of holding Labour 
together.

Labour can’t be relied on to 
fight for ordinary people. But we 
should care about what happens 
in the party because it has a wider 
impact.

When the leader of a 
mainstream party denounces the 
system as “rigged against the many 
to protect the interests of the 
few” it means something. 

This rhetoric makes it easier to 
raise radical and socialist ideas. A 
defeat for Corbyn would be seen 
as a defeat for these ideas. 

Those arguing for public 
ownership or higher taxes for 
the rich would be more easily 
dismissed as “extreme” and 
unpopular.

Everyone on the left would feel 
the defeat, in or out of Labour. 
There would be a big risk of 
demoralisation. And the right 
would feel more confident to go 
on the offensive.

Ring wingers who oppose 
Corbyn want Labour to return to 
being an unquestionably safe party 
for the bosses.

Socialists should defend 
Corbyn against them. But we need 
to go beyond Labour to push back 
the right and win a better system.

MYTHS OF KNIFE CRIME
 E VERY DEATH from a knife, 

gun or other assault is a 
tragedy. But it’s not true, 

as the Daily Express newspaper 
claimed on Tuesday, that there are 
“war zones on our streets”.

Hospital admissions for knife 
assault in England were lower 
last year than in 2003, 2004, 2005, 
2006, 2007 and 2008. 

The number of knife-related 
killings did rise last year to 285. 

But there were, for example, 
272 in 2007.

The focus on knife crime is 

being used to demand more 
police and more powers for the 
police. It doesn’t stop knife crime.

Over the last decade the 
average prison term for those 
jailed for carrying a knife has gone 
up from almost five months to 
well over eight months. Sentences 
for all kinds of violent crime have 
been getting tougher.

In the year ending September 
2018, 36 percent of those caught 
carrying knives were jailed and a 
further 18 percent were given a 
suspended prison sentence.  

The figures for 2008, when 
data was first compiled, were 
18 percent and 8 percent 
respectively.

More cops, more repression, 
more stop and search and harsher 
sentencing will make people’s lives 
worse—and they will hit young 
black people particularly hard.

A good start would be to 
reverse all the cuts in education, 
benefits, housing, mental health 
services, youth services and 
everything else the Tories have 
wrecked.

Everyone on the 
left, in or out of 
Labour, would 
feel the defeat if 
Corbyn went 

‘‘ 
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 Labour rows expose  
 electoralism’s limits
THE FORMATION of The Independent Group (TIG) by 
breakaway Labour and Tory MPs is a sign of the extent 
to which the two-party system is buckling under the 
pressures of Brexit. Two weeks ago I predicted that Tories 
were unlikely to join with Chuka Umunna and his Blairite 
chums. I was soon proved wrong.

Still, I’m going to hazard another prediction. The main 
influence that TIG will have is not to create a new force in 
British politics but in the effect it is having on the main parties. 

The handful of backbenches that have broken are 
strengthening the hand of those who agree with them but 
who stayed behind in their respective ex-parties.

The departure of the three Tories is merely one of a number 
of pressures pushing Theresa May to renounce the option of a 
no-deal Brexit. In the end this may help her wear down right 
wing opposition to her deal. But we see the effect of TIG much 
more clearly in the Labour Party.

The threat of an avalanche of further resignations by right 
wing MPs has pushed Jeremy Corbyn off the fence and forced 
him to support a second referendum on Brexit. 

Moreover, it has transformed Tom Watson into a 
witchfinder-general sniffing out cases of “left antisemitism”.

It’s crystal clear that the campaign against “left antisemitism” 
is intended not simply to destroy Corbyn himself but to smash 
and marginalise the radical left. 

Solidarity with the Palestinians on an internationalist basis 
has been one of the main banners of the movements of the 
past 20 years. Watson and his allies want to turn it into the 
equivalent of wearing a swastika.

This is a mortal danger to the entire radical left, in and out 
of the Labour Party. But how can those of us outside Labour 
influence the inner-party struggle? If the right can shape it by 
leaving, are there ways we can do the same?

The broad answer is—yes, of course we can. Someone 
like Corbyn has himself been influenced by participating in 
movements against war and fascism that were initiated by 
revolutionary socialists. 

Nurtured
In the absence, alas, of large-scale workers’ struggles, 
movements like these have provided the soil in which new 
generations of socialists have been nurtured.

Nevertheless, this influence operates within certain limits. 
It’s a cliche that Labour is a “broad church”. What this means 
is that it is a coalition of parliamentarians, trade unionists, 
and activists that seeks to win general elections. 

Throughout the history of the Labour Party electoral 
logic has triumphed over the effects of social forces and of 
ideologies.

The main reason why Corbyn has survived as long as 
this is that, in defiance of the conventional wisdom, he has 
delivered according to this logic. In June 2017 he fought May 
to a standstill, producing Labour’s best election result since 
2001 and depriving the Tories of a majority.

But Labour right wingers have increasingly been pursuing 
scorched-earth tactics. They are willing to see another Tory 
election victory to prevent the left consolidating its grip over 
Labour. Umunna and Co have made this intention visible. 

The rush of opinion polls immediately after TIG’s formation, 
rather absurdly trying to test its appeal as a national party, did 
underline that it might take enough votes away from Labour 
to keep the Tories in office.

The concessions from Corbyn, often amplified by his 
shadow chancellor of the exchequer John McDonnell, are an 
attempt to neutralise this threat. 

The problem is that they both demoralise Corbyn’s and 
McDonnell’s supporters, and begin to undermine Corbyn’s 
claims to represent something different from the Labour 
mainstream. 

We see the logic of electoralism very clearly with 
Momentum—supposed Corbyn loyalists who have embraced 
the witchhunt against “antisemitism”. 

Its leadership has given priority to canvassing and the 
inner-party struggle over building broader movements, for 
example against racism. Now we see the consequence.

This doesn’t mean, as some despairing Corbyn supporters 
are starting to say, that all is lost. But he may be beginning 
to bump up against the limits imposed by Labour’s nature as 
an electoral project.

A ‘BLUE wave’ demanded climate action in Glasgow last Saturday   Picture: Andrew McgowAn

 Activists stay on the streets  
 and demand climate justice
by SARAH BATES

WITH JUST days to go until 
global strikes on 15 March, 
climate change activists 
show no sign of slowing 
down their protests.

The “Fridays for Future” 
school strikes movement 
is  growing. Thousands 
struck in Norway for its first  
widespread strike last week.

Students directed their 
anger at the government’s 
decision to keep granting oil 
and gas exploration licenses.

In Belgium, there were 
marches in Antwerp, Huy, 
Brussels, Mechelen, Dinant 
and Liege.

Swedish teenager Greta 
Thunberg—who started the 
climate strikes movement—
joined a 4,000-strong march 
in Hamburg. A key demand 
of the German strikes is an 
end to coal mining.

Politicians
“For way too long, the politi-
cians and the people in power 
have gotten away with not 
doing anything to fight the 
climate crisis,” she said.

“But we will make sure 
that they will not get away 
with it any longer.” 

The global strike on  
15 March is likely to be the 
 biggest yet—and workers 
could join the action.

In France, the CGT union 
federation has called on  
everyone to join the upcom-
ing walkouts. “Environmental 

issues and the climate emer-
gency are inseparable from 
our struggles for progress and 
social justice,” it said. 

In Britain, a 20,000-strong 
school strike last month 
has forced MPs to give the 
appearance of concern. 

Last week the House of 
Commons held the first 
debate on climate change in 
two years. But only a handful 
of MPs bothered to turn up. 

It’s clearer than ever that 
“normal” politics won’t pro-
duce the scale of change 
needed. 

In the face of inaction from 

the government, activists are 
staying on the streets.

About 150 people marched 
round Canterbury in Kent last 
Saturday calling for immedi-
ate and serious action to be 
taken to halt climate chaos.

Coffin
The march took the form of 
a New Orleans funeral with 
a large coffin representing 
the species already lost and 
the growing threat posed by 
global warming.

Demonstrators blocked 
the main road and addressed 
the queue of traffic about 
the need for action. Many 
drivers were surprisingly 
sympathetic.

Over 100 people marched 
in Glasgow on the same day. 
Protesters formed a “blue 
wave” and demanded the 
council commit to cutting 
carbon emissions to zero by 
2025.

Climate change activists 
are preparing for an “inter-
national climate rebellion” 
on 15 April.

Extinction Rebellion is 
organising a week of direct 
action in Britain, and similar 
events in 30 other countries. 

Now is the time to join the 
movement for climate justice.

School, sixth form, col-
lege and university students 
should be on the streets on 
15 March. And trade unions 
should back them.
For ideas of action on 15 March 
go to youthstrike4climate on 
Instagram

Demo hits oil summit
EXTINCTION Rebellion 
disrupted an oil 
conference last week 
by gluing themselves 
to the windows of the 
hotel hosting the event. 

Nine members 
of the direct action 
environmental 
organisation 
were arrested 
after police 
spent about two 
hours detaching 
the protesters. 

International 
Petroleum 
Week, held 
at a swanky 
Mayfair 
hotel in central 

London, brought together 
oil and gas bigwigs.

Extinction Rebellion’s 
Sam Knights said that 
guests represented 
companies that “are 
destroying our planet”.

He said, “They 
continue to put 

private profit over 
human life. 

“The fact that 
they are still talking 
about acquiring 
new fossil fuel 
reserves at this 

point in the 
climate crisis 
is not only 

deeply immoral, 
it is criminal.” 

Take action

Leading a funeral procession on
a climate demo in Canterbury
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Duckenfield  
made ‘fatal 
mistake’ in 
disaster
The Hillsborough trial continues to 
hear from witnesses and experts, 
reports Sadie Robinson

POOR DECISION making and 
lack of leadership by David 
Duckenfield contributed to the 
Hillsborough football disaster, a 
court has heard.

Some 96 Liverpool fans died 
after being crushed in pens 3 and 
4 at the Leppings Lane end of the 
stadium. Duckenfield was police 
match commander on the day.

He faces  95 charges  of 
manslaughter by gross negligence. 
Duckenfield can’t be charged over 
the death of the 96th victim, Tony 
Bland, as Bland died four years 
after the disaster.

Graham Mackrell, then Sheffield 
Wednesday Footbal Club (SWFC) 
safety officer, faces two charges 
relating to safety breaches. Both 
deny the charges.

Former crowd control adviser to 
the Football Association Douglas 
Hopkins gave evidence to the trial 
on Monday. 

He said it took Duckenfield a 
long time to respond to requests 
to open a gate to relieve a crush 
outside the turnstiles.

When Duckenfield decided to 
open the gate “he didn’t even tell 
his officers inside so they had no 
forewarning of a sudden flood of 
supporters coming through”.

Hopkins said, “I think it was a 
fatal mistake.”

The court heard that at the 
inquests Duckenfield referred to his 
lack of experience and knowledge. 

Prepared 
Hopkins said, “I believe a prudent 
and careful match commander, 
even one who was inexperienced, 
would have prepared himself far 
better.”

Hopkins would have expected 
a reasonably competent match 
commander to be familiar with 
various documents. This included 
an Association of Chief Police 
Officers (ACPO) document on 
hooliganism dated October 1987. 

It referred to the need to monitor 
the approaches to a stadium and 
said effective turnstile policing is 
“key”. He said Duckenfield failed to 

meet SWFC senior staff and failed 
to realise the club control room 
could provide him with turnstile 
counts. 

Hopkins said an essential 
part of being match commander 
is knowing what resources are 
available and having contingency 
plans.

Essential 
He said it would be “essential” to be 
aware of the stadium’s geography 
and to police the tunnel leading to 
pens 3 and 4.

Benjamin Myers QC, defending 
Duckenfield, asked Hopkins about 
a match between Arsenal and 
Liverpool in November 1988. 
Hopkins was match commander.

The court heard that 6,000 
Liverpool fans were locked out of 
the stadium as more fans arrived 
than could be catered for.

Hopkins accepted there was 
some loss of control of fans at the 
game, despite planning.

Hopkins agreed that mistakes 
were made in planning for the 1989 
semi-final that played a part in the 
disaster but were not to do with 
Duckenfield.

Last week the court heard that 
Duckenfield accepted during the 
inquests that his failure to close 
the tunnel was the “direct cause” of 
fans’ deaths.

The trial continues.

BACK STORY
The trials of Graham Mackrell 
and David Duckenfield began in 
January
lThey were some of the key 
people responsible for public 
safety at Hillsborough stadium
lNinety six fans died because of 
a fatal crush during the match
lRead more of this week’s latest 
coverage online—Duckenfield 
agreed his failure was a ‘direct 
cause’ of Hillsborough deaths, 
jury is told 
bit.ly/DirectCause

DISCIPLINARY

Cops are cleared of misconduct over 
Sean Rigg’s death in police custody
FIVE METROPOLITAN Police 
officers have been cleared of 
misconduct over the arrest and 
detention of Sean Rigg who died in 
custody in 2008.

Police Constables Andrew 
Birks, Richard Glasson, Matthew 
Forward, Mark Harratt and 
Sergeant Paul White all faced 
disciplinary proceedings. Chair 
of the hearing panel Commander 
Julian Bennett said, “The decision 
of the panel is that none of the 
allegations are proved.”

Marcia Rigg, sister of Sean Rigg, 
said, “I do not accept this as an 
honest judgement of the evidence 
before the panel. I had little faith 
in these proceedings, but I always 
held hope that in the end they 
would do the right thing, based on 
such clear facts and evidence.

Justice
“My question remains, if the police 
acted as they were required, why is 
my brother dead? Nothing will tell 
me that this is justice.”

The Metropolitan Police 
Federation celebrated the 
result and the Police Federation 
called for a year time limit for 
disciplinary proceedings.

Bennett dismissed allegations 

that any of the officers instigated 
a cover-up after Sean Rigg’s death, 
despite accepting they had at times 
given incorrect statements.

He ruled these were “not 
deliberate lies” and attributed 
them to the passage of time and 
false memories being created.

Bennett also ruled that the 
officers did not restrain Sean Rigg 
inappropriately, did not fail to 
recognise he was suffering with 
mental health problems and did 
not fail to ensure he received 

adequate medical care when it 
became clear he was seriously 
ill. Marcia Rigg said the result 
provided police with a “licence to 
kill” as she vowed to continue to 
fight for justice.

A previous inquest found 
the officers used “unsuitable” 
force and that the way Sean was 
restrained contributed to his death.

Following “the mockery of 
justice”, Marcia vowed to continue 
her fight. “It may be the end of the 
legal proceedings but it’s not the 
end as far as me and my family are 
concerned,” she said. 

Her lawyer, Daniel Machover, 
said the impact of the dismissals 
will “strengthen the police’s 
sense of impunity when failing to 
treat mentally ill people who are 
obviously in crisis”.

He added that the panel’s 
conclusion that holding Sean Rigg 
in the prone position for seven 
minutes was not excessive is 
“chilling and dangerous”.

Deborah Coles, director of 
charity Inquest, said, “People 
continue to die. A system which 
routinely fails to hold the police 
to account against mandatory 
policing standards is an unsafe, 
unfit system which fails us all.”

Sean Rigg

SOME OF the 96 victims who 
died as a result of a fatal 
crush during a football match 
in April 1989. 
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 Strikes in  
 North Africa  
 rattle rotten  
 regimes
Mass strikes and protests have 
erupted in Algeria, Morocco and 
Tunisia reports Alistair Farrow

HUGE PROTESTS have swept 
Algeria in North Africa demand-
ing the fall of president Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika. 

Hundreds of thousands of people 
took to the streets in towns and 
cities across the country on Friday 
after weeks of protests and strikes. 

In capital city Algiers alone there 
were 800,000 on the streets, accord-
ing to the cops, in defiance of a ban 
on protests dating back to 2001.

Last Sunday Bouteflika filed his 
candidacy to run in the April presi-
dential elections. In response, thou-
sands of young people marched 
through Algiers.

Bouteflika suffered a stroke in 
2013. He is 82 and is incapaci-
tated. Now his brother Said rules 
in his place. Strikes have also swept 
Morocco, and Tunisia in recent 
weeks. Teachers in all three coun-
tries have walked out along with 
wider sections of workers.

In Morocco a general strike was 
held on 20 February to mark eight 
years since the protests that gripped 
the country in 2011. Striking work-
ers were viciously attacked by riot 
police.

Strikes
In Algeria strikes have also spread 
to airline workers and port workers.

And in nearby Sudan protests 
demanding the fall of dictator Omar 
al-Bashir continue despite heavy 
state repression which has report-
edly left at least 50 people dead 
since the movement began.

The protesters in Algeria are 
demanding the downfall of the cor-
rupt government. 

This has clung to power partly 
through suggesting the alternative 
would be a return to the bloody, 
decade-long civil war of the 1990s. 
That was caused by a coup in 1991 
against an Islamist electoral victory.

But the protesters also point to 
the lack of change since the revo-
lutionary wave of the Arab Spring 
swept the region in 2011. 

The chant of, “The people want 
the fall of the regime,” that was  
heard in 2011 is popular again.

But for some the problems in 
Algeria go further back still. 

 “Algeria has been run by the same 
group of men, the same system,” 
since the overthrow of French colo-
nialism in 1962, said protester 
Abderrahmane Hamirouche.

And today the French ruling class 
still wants to control its former 
colony. 

One source was candid in an 
interview with the Nouvel Obs news 
website, saying, “With Algeria, our 
historical, economic, and security 
ties are very deep. France has inter-
ests there.”

In 2011 Bouteflika staved off 
serious unrest through mild social 
reforms and increasing subsidies on 
essential goods and services. 

This was made possible by  
diverting profits from the oil indus-
try. Falling oil prices have made the 
situation increasingly volatile. Over  
25 percent of Algerians under the 
age of 30 are unemployed.

Across the region people are 
demanding change. 

Oppositional elements of the 
ruling class within the protest move-
ments must not be allowed to push 
themselves to the front of these, or 
to co-opt them. The role of work-
ing class organisation independent 
from such influences is crucial.

On other pages...
International  Women’s Day  
protesters speak out >>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
North Africa is seeing a 
revival of protest movemetns 
reminiscent of the “Arab Spring” 
uprisings of 2011
lHundreds of thousands of 
people protested in Algeria 
depite a ban on demonstrations
lPresident Abdelaziz Bouteflika 
is refusing to step down 
lTunisia and Morrocco have 
seen large strike movements in 
recent weeks

STUDENTS IN Algiers defying a ban on protests last Friday 

FRANCE

 Determined Yellow Vests build more  
 mobilisations despite repression
THE FRENCH Yellow Vests are 
preparing for major mobilisations, 
in particular on 16 March.

They were expected to join 
marches on International Women’s 
Day on Friday this week and to 
make women’s rights one of the 
themes of the mobilisations a day 
later.

Some groups are also backing 
the student walkouts for the 
climate on 15 March—as is the 
CGT union federation.

Then 16 March will be the 
four-month anniversary of the 
birth of the movement. It is also 
the end of president Emmanuel 
Macron’s “great 
debate”, a fake 
attempt to portray 
the government 
as listening to the 
protesters.

 A call has 
gone out for 
Yellow Vests 
from across 
France to 
converge on 
Paris for a great 
demonstration on 
16 March.

The determination to build such 
demonstrations was strengthened 
when Macron announced 
recently that, despite austerity, 
he was earmarking £31.5 billion 

for an upgrade of nuclear and 
conventional weaponry.

Some activists are pushing to 
bring together the Yellow Vesrts 
and the anti-racist march planned 
in Paris that day as part of the 
international day of mobilisations.

Then on 19 March there will 
be a national strike called by 
four union federations and the 
students’ and school students’ 
unions.

Stephanie, a teacher, told 
Socialist Worker, “It could 
be a great ten days from the 
International  Women’s Day 
marches to the national strike. But 
it will require a lot of building. We 
have to push the union leaders but 

not rely on them. 
“It’s amazing how 

determined the Yellow 
Vests are. But now 
we need a big leap 

forward.”
 

 
 

The numbers taking part in  
last Saturday’s Yellow Vest 
protests, the sixteenth successive 
weekend of action, are highly 
contested.

The state said 39,300 took part. 
Some Yellow Vest groups said it 
was 92,000.

There were mobilisations 
of hundreds or thousands in 
Paris, Rouen, Bordeaux, Caen, 
Perpignan, Montpellier, Grenoble, 
Tarbes, Dinan, Lyon, Marseilles, 
Strasbourg, Lille, Toulouse, Arles, 
Nantes, Le Cannet-des-Maures and 
many other places.

In Colmar protesters put a 
giant yellow vest on the replica of 
the Statue of Liberty in the city, 
birthplace of Frederic Auguste 
Bartholdi, sculptor of the statue in 
New York.

The police were as thuggish as 
ever. 

An onlooker in Paris had most 
of his mouth and many teeth 
destroyed by a flashball shot. 

In Bourdeaux Loic Prud’homme, 
an MP of the left wing France 
Insoumise (France Unbowed) 
group, was beaten as he walked 
away from a demonstration.

But repression has not broken 
the movement. Instead there 

is the potential to hit a higher 
level.
Charlie KimberProtesters in Paris
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How can left 
oppose EU?  
I WRITE this as someone 
who is a left wing 
socialist.  

How can a socialist 
newspaper write that 
Jeremy Corbyn is 
wrong to back a second 
referendum on Brexit 
(Socialist Worker,  
27 February)?

Leaving the European 
Union without any deal 
would cause thousands 
of job losses.

Surely we as socialists 
have to protect the mass 
population from this 
catastrophic impact. 

James Oldfield-Williams 
On Facebook

nTHE VAST majority 
of true socialists are 
against the European 
Union due to its 
imperialism, slow erosion 
of workers’ rights 
and entrenchment of 
capitalism. 

But I think that’s an 
ideological standpoint, 
not a practical one.

They’re not looking 
at the destruction of the 
economy. 

Frank Dorrian
On Facebook 

You cannot 
reform EU  
I’M YET to meet a 
socialist who supports 
the European Union 
(EU). 

And that’s probably 
because the EU by 
its very nature makes 
socialism pretty much 
impossible for members.

Alan Yule
On Facebook 

nIT’S A pipedream to 
think that the European 
Union can be reformed. 

All power lies in the 
unelected European 
Commission and the 
Council of Ministers, the 
parliament is toothless. 

We have to fight 
against a Tory Brexit just 
as we have to fight all 
Tory policies. 

The racist,  
austerity-driven bosses’ 
club is no solution. The 
austerity dealt to Greece 
is evidence. 

Tony Tingle 
On Facebook 

Independent 
of principle?
WHAT EXACTLY is The 
Independent Group in 
parliament independent 
of?

Principle, ideology, 
intellect, reason? The list 
is inexhaustible. 

John Curtis
Suffolk

Just a 
thought...

 System behind growing mental distress
I’VE BEEN a local 
government housing 
worker for nearly 30 years, 
dealing with benefits, 
homelessness and now 
private sector housing. 

It seems fairly clear 
that there’s been a 
significant increase in 
vulnerable people with 
mental distress. 

And I have come to the 
same conclusion as Iain 
Ferguson, who wrote 
Politics of the Mind—
Marxism and Mental 
Distress. 

 We need to be able to 
cope with not only the 
stresses in our own lives,  

 

but with the horrors of 
war, inequality, 
exploitation, pollution 

and oppression in the 
world. From my 
experience, it is true that 
an understanding of the 
origin of one’s mental 
distress can be helpful in 
coping. 

Medication is a relief at 
times when you feel it’s 
really necessary. 

But “resilience” is a 
great skill to have in 
order to be strong enough 
to fight for a better 
future.

Being part of a 
movement which is trying 
to promote equality helps. 

John Kipling
Huddersfield

 Let’s stop  
 the great  
 gas rip off
THERE IS widespread 
concern about rising energy 
prices, particularly for low 
paid workers, 
pensioners and others who 
are on fixed incomes.

Rising energy prices are 
a scam generated by the 
government, media and the 
energy industry.

Although energy 
suppliers have increased 
their prices, the price of 
natural gas fell by a 
whopping 30 percent 
during the last three 
months of 2018.  

This saving has not been 
passed on to customers.

My own provider has 
increased the maximum 
price tariff by 25 percent. 
That means it had a gross 
profit margin of 53 percent.

And the energy 
companies are trying 
another scam with the 
“standing charge” to your 
bill.

Imagine if an attendant 
at a petrol station said they 
were charging you an 
additional £15.00 on top of 
the cost of the fuel. 

And when you ask why 
that was, they said it was to 
pay for “pipes and wires” at 
the refinery. 

You would soon tell 
them where to go wouldn’t 
you? 

But this is exactly what 
energy companies are doing 
with the standing charge.  

It doesn’t matter if you 
switch to a rival company 
anymore. Surprise, surprise, 
they have all increased 
their prices to within £20 of 
each other. 

If that’s not a cartel, I do 
not know what is.

Mark Cooper
Address provided

 Attack the Tories and  
 cuts, not the homeless
I WAS horrified to see 
footage of railway staff 
pouring dirty water on a 
homeless man in an 
attempt to make him move 
away from a station.

This took place outside 
Sutton station in south 
London. Sections of the 
press then tried to deflect 
from the issue by “revealing” 
the man was convicted of 
manslaughter 20 years ago. 

I work with homeless 
people. There are four main 
groups. 

There are people whose 
lives have been torn apart 

by losing their job, illness 
or relationship breakdown 
and find themselves in a 
downward spiral from 
respectability to street life.

There are people with 
addiction issues. There are 
people with mental distress. 

There are ex-soldiers. All 
homeless people deserve a 
secure place to live. 

But Tory cuts have been 
a disaster. The number of 
rough sleepers in England 
has risen by 165 percent 
since 2010. 

Hannah M
East London

Health charges for migrants 
are racist—scrap all of them 
THE TREATMENT of Boysie Folkes 
shows that the whole system of 
charging migrants for healthcare 
and checking people’s immigration 
status is wrong.

Boysie, who holds a British 
passport, was one of the Windrush 
Generation of migrants who came 
to Britain in the 1950s. 

Yet his treatment at Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham 
was delayed after he was refused 
free NHS care. 

He had retired to Jamaica but 
fell ill on a trip back to Britain—so 
had allegedly lost his rights after 
staying outside the country.

He did in fact have the right 
papers. But whether someone is 
documented or undocumented, if 

they’re ill they should get care.
It’s true that some trusts are 

“overinterpreting” the rules or 
interpreting them in their own way. 

But the problem isn’t just the 
interpretation of rules. There 
shouldn’t be these rules in the first 
place and everyone should have 
free access to health care. 

It is increasingly making it 
difficult for migrants to get the 
correct health care or benefits or 
use public services. 

The government is scapegoating 
migrants for problems caused by 
cuts and austerity.

There can be no economic 
justification for the NHS migrant 
charges—so it must be something 
else. They collect peanuts and I 

wouldn’t be surprised if it cost 
more collecting fines.  

But once the government has 
systems in place to charge people, 
they can restrict healthcare for 
others and undermine the NHS. 

At Barts hospital trust in East 
London we forced them into a 
partial climbdown over aspects of 
the checks and reporting. 

But the trust continued with a 
government pilot of checking 
everyone’s ID in maternity and 
dialysis after it had ended. 

It is still charging and making 
inquiries to the Home Office. So we 
have organised another protest on 
22 March outside the Royal London.

Jackie Applebee
East London
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HERE ARE lots of ways 
you could celebrate 
International Women’s 
Day this week. You could 
pay to attend one of 
several events that will 

allegedly teach you how to up your 
chances of becoming a CEO.

You could take tennis player Serena 
Williams’ advice and “dream crazier” 
as she urges in her latest advert for 
multinational corporation Nike.

Or you could strike, protest and join 
struggles aimed at bringing about a 
world without sexism and oppression.

That’s what millions of women 
will do in the Spanish state, where 
last year over five million struck on 
International Women’s Day.

Marina Morante from Marx21 in 
Bareclona says, “The two main union 
federations, CCOO and UGT, have 
called work stoppages for two hours, 
although the feminist organisations 
called for a 24-hour strike. 

“Other smaller unions have called 
a general strike and are holding 
meetings in companies and taking 
part actively in neighbourhood 
committees.

Abortion
“As a day of working women, it 
focuses on denouncing sexist vio-
lence, the defence of abortion rights, 
the denunciation of the sexist legal 
system and the discrimination that 
we suffer as working women. 

“In addition the joint manifesto  for 
the day opposes racism, borders and 
immigration controls, which violate 
immigrant women.”

Antea is a member of the feminist 
assembly and Anticapitalist Collective 
of Burgos in northern Spain. She told 
Socialist Worker, “We have millions 
of reasons to protest. In the Spanish 
state the figures are chilling. One 

rape is reported every five hours and 
98 women were murdered last year.

“There is street harassment. There 
is inequality in the labour market, 
as women occupy the most precari-
ous jobs. Women carry the physical 
and mental burden of supporting the 
family.”

In Greece there will also be strikes 
on the day. Public sector work-
ers have called walkouts in Athens, 
Thessaloniki and Chania in Crete.

Maria Stylou is a leading member 
of SEK, the Socialist Workers Party’s 
sister party in Greece. “This is the first 
time there’s been a strike on women’s  
issues,” she told Socialist Worker.

“In Athens the public workers’ 
union has a four-hour strike and a 
demo in the centre of Athens. Lots of 
hospital, teaching and local author-
ity unions are involved—it adds up 
to almost 30 unions.

“We hope it’s going to be really big.”
In Greece, Maria said workers are 

angry that “nothing’s being done” to 
address unequal pay. And years of 
austerity have hit women hard. So 
strikers’ demands will take this up. 

“The public sector has suffered all 
the cuts,” said Maria. “In the family, 
women particularly have to pay for 
that. The nurseries and public schools 
are there but they’re not there.

“The cuts have destroyed all these 
things. We are saying, give money to 
the public sector, not to the banks.”

In Spain, threats to abortion rights 
are also pushing more women to fight 
back. In February 2014 tens of thou-
sands of women protested against an 
attempt to push back abortion rights.

Marchers chanted, “We give birth, 
we decide,” and, “Decriminalise 
abortion.”

That attack was beaten back, but 
the right is on the offensive again.

“The visibility of far right parties in 

the media puts into question all the 
basic rights we have won,” said Antea.

“These include the law against 
gender violence and the right to decide 
whether or not we want to be mothers. 

“We cannot take steps back. I 
believe that many working women 
see the situation and are arming 
themselves to face it.”

Maria explained that the strike in 
Greece came about because of an  
initiative taken by revolutionaries.

“Our group published a book about 
women’s oppression and held some 
meetings in workplaces,” she said. 

“We started around the beginning of 
November. And we got a great reaction 
and an impression that we should do 
something. We thought we shouldn’t 
just use International Women’s Day to 
say things are bad and complain.

“We should put some demands.”

Workers
Maria said it was “rank and file pres-
sure” that led to the strikes. “We put 
a proposal in the meetings for a strike 
on 8 March,” she said. “Workers dis-
cussed it and accepted it, and then we 
went to the unions.”

In Spain Antea said the feminist 
movement that called for the strike has 
“grown exponentially in recent years”.

“Many young women have 

appeared and have taken a step 
 forward, but unions have also picked 
up the call,” she added.

“All social movements have posi-
tioned themselves with the 8 March 
strike. I am sure that, like last year, 
forces will be united and the struggles 
on the day will converge.”

In Greece, socialists have held 
 meetings in universities, getting a “pos-
itive reaction” and in local areas. In 
Athens activists hope that women from 
refugee camps will join the protest.

“We opened this up everywhere,” 
said Maria. “We have involved immi-
grant women workers and refugees. 
It’s not easy, but not impossible.”

The involvement of different 
groups is also sparking political 
debates about why oppression exists 
in the first place and how best to 
organise against it.

“Some feminists here say, ‘Yes we 
accept the strike’,” said Maria. “But 
they translate it in a different way.

“So they say, ‘Strike from the 
 workplace, and strike from the house’. 
They say the problem is  capitalism 
and men.”

She said there have been lots of 
debates about “the role of capitalism 
in oppression and how we can get rid 
of this whole system”.

Antea said that during the strike in 

 ‘WE HAVE MILLIONS
 OF REASONS TO
 PROTEST’

International Women’s Day this year is set to be marked 
by demonstrations and huge strikes in Spain and Greece. 
Sadie Robinson spoke to activists taking to the streets 
and reclaiming the radical tradition of 8 March

It feels like a lead 
curtain has closed 
on our nation. Now 
we need to fight 
even harder

‘‘ 

Antea from 
the feminist 
assembly in 
Burgos, northern 
Spain

Maria Stylou 
from the 
socialist SEK 
party in Greece

Marina Morante 
from Marx21 in 
Barcelona
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Spain that as well as refusing to work, 
women will also be encouraged to not 
buy anything on the day, not go to 
classes and not do any housework.

In Greece workplace meetings are 
continuing, and discussing how to 
build the strike. “People are talking 
about how it’s not going to be the end 
on 8 March,” said Maria. 

She said there are lots of oppor-
tunities to take the struggle forward.

“In Greece this year there will be 
an election period,” she said. “Prime 
minister Alexis Tsipras said again 
that he is going to put some sort of 
legal arrangement about equal pay 
through the parliament. But we don’t 
trust him and we don’t trust what sort 
of arrangement it will be.”

Maria said keeping the pressure on 
unions and in the workers’ movement 
to take women’s demands seriously is 
important.

“The unions can’t just forget the 
whole issue,” she said. “They need 
to raise concrete demands. We don’t 
want them to just say, ‘We are angry, 
we will go into the streets for just one 
or two days and then we finish.’”

“Sexism and oppression is a global 
problem,” said Antea. “The only way 
to overthrow the system is the self-
organisation and struggle of the 
working class.”

I NTERNATIONAL Women’s 
Day was set up after a call 
from revolutionary socialists. 
German Social Democratic 

Party member Clara Zetkin first 
proposed the idea in 1910. The 
aim was to celebrate struggles by 
working class women.

She chose 8 March because, on 
that day in 1908, some 15,000 
women workers in the needle 
trades had marched in New York.

In response the Socialist Party 
of America declared the first 
“National Woman’s Day” on 
28 February 1909.

In November that year, women 
textile workers struck in New 
York clothes factories after some 
were sacked for setting up a 
union. Jewish women led the 
20,000-strong strike.

After five weeks, workers won a 
shorter working week and holiday 
pay. Bosses also agreed to pay for 
all the workers’ tools.

The idea of International 
Women’s Day is to celebrate this 
kind of resistance. But people who 
want to block such struggles have 
attempted to co-opt it.

Celebrate
So Tory prime minister Theresa 
May, responsible for attacks on 
working class women through 
austerity, claims to celebrate it.

In 2015 International Monetary 
Fund boss Christine Lagarde used 
International Women’s Day to 
celebrate pushing an “equality 
through austerity” agenda.

These people are not on 
our side in the fight against 
oppression—or anything else.

Ruling class women have an 
interest in keeping alive a system 
that rests on women’s oppression. 

It’s in their interest for ordinary 
people to blame each other for 
the problems caused by class 
societies. So it suits those at the 
top if working class women feel 
oppression comes from men’s 
human nature, not their system.

The day’s history isn’t some 

fluffy “sisterhood” of all women 
uniting. It’s of working class 
women joining working class men 
to fight back against those at the 
top.

This year’s official theme for 
International Women’s Day is 
#BalanceforBetter—calling for 
better gender balance. 

After years of women being told 
they “have it all” it’s good that 
more people are recognising that 
sexism and oppression exist, and 
demanding change. But too often 

these demands are limited to 
getting more women into top jobs 
as bosses, judges or politicians.

The dominance of men in such 
positions reflects the sexist society 
we live in. 

But these demands assume 
that the system is fundamentally 
sound and call for more women to 
play leading roles in it.

We should reclaim 
International Women’s Day as a 
day of struggle against a sexist 
system.

FACE FACTS
lWomen working full time in 
Britain earned 8.6 percent less 
on average than full time male 
workers in 2018.

If the gender pay gap were 
closed women would receive, on 
average, a £6,300 annual pay 
rise

lAround 62 million girls 
worldwide are denied education

lWomen make up 64 percent of 
people who can’t read across the 
world

l60 percent of the world’s 
malnourished people are women 
and girls

lJust 60 countries provide 
legal access to save abortions, 
according to a 2018 Guttmacher 
Institute report. Some  
39 countries only allow abortion 
if a woman’s life is at risk

lApproximately 830 women die 
from preventable causes linked 
to pregnancy and childbirth 
every day

DON’T LET THE ELITE CLAIM 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
FOR THEMSELVES

STRIKES ACROSS SPAIN
Struggles against 
sexual harassment 
and for abortion 
rights have given new 
life to International 
Women’s Day 
protests.

Big protests took 
place in Ireland, the 
US and Spain in 2017 
to mark the day.

In Dublin at 
least 3,000 people 
brought the city 
centre to a standstill. 
Other protests took 
place in Galway, 
Limerick and 
Waterford to demand 
abortion rights.

Dozens of protests 
took place across 
the US in opposition 
to sexist president 
Donald Trump. One 
of Trump’s first acts 
as president was 
to reintroduce the 
“global gag” rule 
that denies aid to 
organisations that 
provide abortion 
advice to women.

In Philadelphia, 
teachers staged 
hour-long walkouts. 
Big protests hit cities 

including New York 
and Chicago.

More than five 
million people took 
part in strikes across 
Spain last year. 
Unions said the 
two-hour walkouts 
were “unprecedented 
in our trade union 
movement”.

Discrimination
It was the country’s 
first national strike 
to mark International 
Women’s Day. 

Women aimed 
to highlight sexual 
discrimination, 
domestic violence 
and the pay gap.

There were 
hundreds of 
protests across 

Spain, including 
in Barcelona, 
Seville, Madrid and 
Pamplona. Hundreds 
of thousands joined 
them.

In Catalonia 
protesters blocked 
traffic.

Students picketed 
universities and 
school students 
walked out. 

The ruling right 
wing Popular Party 
(PP) denounced the 
action as being “for 
feminist elites and 
not real women with 
everyday problems”.

Eighty three year 
old Maria Vargas del 
Rio was in Madrid 
on the day. “I have 
worked all my life 
both inside and 
outside the home. 
We cook, we iron, 
we clean, we look 
after everyone, and 
that has never been 
appreciated.

“What is 
happening now is 
exciting. Women 
are tired of being 
trampled.”

Protest in Ireland

WORKING CLASS women’s 
lives are shaped by 
the demands of work 
and family, but the 
International Women’s 
Day strikes in Spain 
offer an alternative (left) 
Thousands joined rallies 
in towns and cities across 
the country (right)
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

DONCASTER
System change not 
climate change
Tue 12 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Dreambakes,
3 Priory House,
Priory Walk,
DN1 1TS
LIVERPOOL
Women, resistance & 
revolution—fighting 
sexism and exploitation
Thu 14 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
The ‘snowflake generation’ 
—what do we say 
about free speech?
Mon 11 Mar, 6pm, 
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
The Stephen Lawrence 
Report 20 years on—
why does institutional 
racism still exist?
Thu 14 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Room 302—The Civic,
Hanson St,
S70 2HZ
BIRMINGHAM
Capitalism in crisis—
the revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Wed 13 Mar, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ
BRISTOL
Iraq—What happened next?
Wed 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
YHA,14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Wed 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CHESTERFIELD
An introduction to the 
Communist Manifesto
Thu 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Corbyn, antisemitism and 
the Labour Party in crisis
Thu 28 Mar, 8pm, 
Oyster Room—Hythe 
Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
CO1 2FG
DUDLEY
System change not 
climate change
Wed 13 Mar, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge, DY8 1EP
EDINBURGH
In the era of Trump and 
Bolsonaro—the fight 
for LGBT+ liberation
Wed 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
The united front and 
revolutionary strategy
Thu 14 Mar, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City, G1 5QT
HARLOW
Venezuela—what’s behind 
the coup attempt?
Thu 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX

HUDDERSFIELD
Antisemitism, the far right, 
Zionism and the left
Wed 13 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Women, resistance & 
revolution—fighting 
sexism and exploitation
Thu 14 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LONDON: HACKNEY
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Thu 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Racism, resistance and 
revolution—legacy of 
the Black Panthers
Wed 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd,
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
The ‘snowflake generation’ 
—what do we say 
about free speech?
Wed 13 Mar, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: NEWHAM
System change not 
climate change
Wed 13 Mar, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP

LONDON: SOUTH
System change not 
climate change
Wed 13 Mar, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
Brixton, SW2 1EP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
20 years after the Stephen 
Lawrence Inquiry—have 
the police really changed?
Wed 13 Mar, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St, SE8 4RH
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Why is there a housing crisis?
Wed 13 Mar, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Rd, E3 5AT
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
Sudan—revolution and the 
struggle against El Bashir
Thu 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 13 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
Corbyn, antisemitism and 
the Labour Party in crisis
Thu 14 Mar, 7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St, NE1 6QE
NOTTINGHAM
Politics of the mind—
Marxism & mental distress
Wed 10 Apr, 7pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

OXFORD
The Stephen Lawrence 
Report 20 years on—
Why does institutional 
racism still exist?
Wed 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
1919—Britain on the 
brink of revolution?
Wed 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
The partition of India
Wed 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Marxism and morality
Thu 14 Mar, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Catalonia, independence 
and resistance
Wed 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Corbyn, antisemitism and 
the Labour Party in crisis
Thu 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WIGAN
Sudan—revolution and the 
struggle against El Bashir
Thu 14 Mar, 7pm, 
The Brocket Arms,
38 Mesnes Rd,
WN1 2DD
YORK
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Wed 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM EVENTS

EAST LONDON
Film screening—From 
Cable Street to Brick Lane
Tues 12 Mar, 6.30pm,
Genesis Cinema, 93-95 
Mile End Rd, E1 4UJ
NATIONAL
UN anti-racism day 
demonstrations
Sat 16 Mar
London 12 noon, Park Lane 
Glasgow 11am,George Sq  
Cardiff 11am, City Hall, 
For details go to 
standuptoracism.org.uk
NOTTINGHAM
Unity in the community, 
oppose racism, 
Islamophobia and 
antisemitism
Weds 13 Mar,  7pm,
Nottingham Mechanics 
Institute, 3 N Sherwood St, 
NG1 2LZ

{ }MOVEMENT
 EVENTS

NATIONAL
Marxism 2019
Thu 4 Jul—Sun 7 Jul,
Mile End,  east London

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

DUNDEE
Wed 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

HULL
Thu 21 Mar, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ

LONDON: HACKNEY
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd,
E5 0PU

LONDON: WALTHAM 
FOREST
Wed 20 Mar, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ

NORWICH
Thu 14 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

PLYMOUTH
Thu 21 Mar, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF

TELFORD
Wed 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY

Know your enemy
Alt-right, the far right
and fascists

AD in here

FAR RIGHT group Generation Identity on the march in Berlin

Race, class 
and identity

International Socialism day school

Saturday 18 May, 10am-5pm  
Friends House, 173-177 Euston Road,  

London, NW1 2BJ
£5 unwaged £10 waged

isj.org.uk/race-class-and-identity

Socialist Worker  6 March 2019



 REVIEWS & CULTURE 13
Socialist Worker 6 March 2019

 Exposing horrors of domestic abuse in Tory Britain
TELEVISION
SAFE AT LAST—INSIDE A 
WOMEN’S REFUGE
Available channel4.com 

THIS Dispatches 
documentary is a gruelling 
look at a refuge for 
women fleeing domestic 
abuse. 

Their stories are 
horrific. Many have 
suffered years of abuse 
at the hands of their 
partners. They talk of 
being strangled, spat at 
and raped. The refuge 
in Surrey provides not 
only accommodation 

but intense counselling, 
educational support for 
their children and help to 
start a new life.

Workers try to “wrap 
them in support” to allow 
them to break contact with 
the perpetrators.

Sometimes it doesn’t 
work. Rachel, who 
suffered 18 years of abuse 
from her husband, returns 
to him during filming. 

But 48 hours later she’s 
had to come back after he 
strangles her. 

Residents live with 
constant fear of being 
tracked down by their 
ex-partners. This happens 

to Alison, after her child 
posted a photo on social 
media of their new school 
uniform. 

Alison and her three 
teenage children are 
forced to leave the home 
within an hour, bundling 
their clothes into bin 
bags and hugging tearful 
goodbyes. 

This refuge—and the 
301 others like it—save 
lives. 

But there are not 
enough of them, and 
they are chronically 
underfunded. Some six 
in ten women are turned 
away when trying to flee 

domestic abuse. Support 
worker Charlotte meets 
Theresa May to discuss 
new abuse laws.

“There’s no point 
having a fancy new piece 
of legislation about 
domestic abuse that’s 
going to encourage people 
to report crimes, if there’s 
no place that women can 
go,” Charlotte said. 

Safe At Last is 
harrowing and reveals 
what can happen to 
women facing domestic 
abuse—and the workers 
who help to give them a 
new start.
Sarah Bates

 Foxtrot film doesn’t dance  
 to the Israeli state’s rhythm
It was funded and then boycotted by the Israeli government, but Nick Clark 
argues that it reduces the occupation of Palestine to a story-telling device 
AN ISRAELI state-funded film has 
just been released in Britain, but 
Israel’s culture minister doesn’t 
want you to see it.

Miri Regev has apparently never 
seen Foxtrot. But she hates it—and 
she hates that it was made with cash 
from the Israel Film Fund. In fact, she 
hates it so much that she wants to 
pass funding laws to stop films like it 
from ever being made again.

Released last Friday, the film 
centres on the death of a young 
Israeli soldier and his family’s grief. 
It also features a moment when that 
soldier kills four Palestinians held at 
a checkpoint—a killing covered up by 
the army’s top brass.

So for that reason Miri Regev hates 
it. When it was shown at the Israeli 
Film Festival in Paris last year, the 
Israeli embassy boycotted it. 

Foxtrot is “boosting the BDS 
 movement,” Regev said—referring to 
the campaign to boycott Israeli prod-
ucts in solidarity with Palestinians. 

It shows “Israeli army soldiers in 
a deceptive manner as  murderers 
and harms the good name of the 
Israel Defence Forces.” And it even 
“destroys the greatest celebration of 
the 20th century—the state of Israel.”

That’s a pretty telling insight into 
how Israeli politicians view culture.

More than a decade ago the Israeli 
government launched a “Brand 
Israel” programme. It has poured mil-
lions of pounds into promoting musi-
cians, artists and films as the liberal 
face of Israel, explicitly to replace 
 stories of its occupation of Palestine.

The problem for Regev is that in 
some cases—like Foxtrot—it doesn’t 
work out the way she imagined it.

So Regev wants a law that says 
any film supported by state-backed 

film funds would have to hire script 
 readers from a  government-controlled 
agency. 

That’s a position made all the more 
extreme by the fact that Foxtrot isn’t 
as damaging to Israel as Regev seems 
to think.

It’s not so much a film about the 
occupation of Palestine as it is a study 
of an Israeli family’s grief.

Four bored teenagers—stuck at a 
desert checkpoint—become the stony 
faces of the Israeli occupation and the 

systematic humiliation that makes up 
daily Palestinian life. But really the 
focus is on the impact this has on the 
soldiers, not their victims. 

Even  the  four  murdered 
Palestinians are little more than a 
story-telling device, their killing just 
part of the sequence of events leading 
up the Israeli family’s trauma.

We don’t see their families 
 grieving. We don’t get to study the 
lives torn apart by their deaths.

That’s why others—such as the 

right wing Times of Israel—like the 
film. Their reviewer wants the world 
to see it “the better to understand the 
price we continually pay for our very 
existence.”

While the film undermines one 
Israeli narrative—its “most moral 
army in the world”—it also reinforces 
another.

So it’s absurd that Regev doesn’t 
want you to see this film. But I’m not 
sure I want you to either.
Out now at Curzon cinemas

FOXTROT IS part of the “Brand Israel” project

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Culture Wars—Media 
and the British Left
James Curran

2  A Rebel’s Guide to 
Marx
Mike Gonzalez

3  The Case Against 
Borders
Charlie Kimber and 
Dave Sewell

4 Teamster Rebellion
Farrell Dobbs

5 Wage-Labour and 
Capital & Value,  
Price and Profit
Karl Marx

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

FILM
THE BOY WHO HARNESSED 
THE WIND
On Netflix and at selected 
cinemas

THE STREAMING giant’s 
latest big-name release is 
written by, directed by and 
stars Chiwetel Ejiofor.

It follows the true story 
of 13 year old William 
Kamkwana, who builds 
a wind turbine to help 
provide energy for his 
village Wimba in Malawi 
during a famine. 

The film is based on 
Kamkwana’s book, and 
keeps a tight focus on the 
dynamics between William 
and his family. 

Winning a prize at the 
Sundance film festival, it’s 
a worthy directorial debut 
from Eijiofor. 

EXHIBITION
DOROTHEA TANNING
Tate Modern, Bankside, 
London, SE1 9TG. 
Until 9 June, £13

THIS MAJOR exhibition 
of the work of pioneering 
surrealist artist Dorothea 
Tanning includes over  
100 pieces of her work, 
made over 70 years.

Tanning was a painter, 
poet and writer who 
explored domesticity.

A central theme in her 
early career was combining 
the familiar with the 
strange to turn the home 
into a surrealist space. 

This is the first  
large-scale exhibition for  
25 years. It’s set to explore 
Tanning’s love of gothic 
and romantic literature, 
alongside her passion 
for dance, music and 
performance. 

Support worker Charlotte
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READ MORE
lThe Comintern 
by Duncan Hallas 
bit.ly/cominternbook

lThe Communist 
International 
Various articles and 
documents relating to the 
Comintern available on the 
Marxists Internet  
Archive 
bit.ly/cominternMIA

lWorld Revolution—
the rise and fall of the 
Communist International 
by CLR James 
bit.ly/CLRjames 
 
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

proletariat regardless of the 
differences separating them 
so long as they are anxious to 
wage a common fight for the 
urgent and immediate needs of 
the proletariat.”

The emphasis was on the 
fight, not just the unity.

Revolutionaries had broken 
with reformism. Learning to 
work with reformist  workers 
and organisations was not 
always easy or welcome.

But revolutionaries repre-
sented a minority of workers, 
and the class could not seize 
power unless a majority was 
actively involved. 

United fronts saw revolu-
tionary parties propose specific 
areas where revolutionaries 
could fight alongside reformists. 

But revolutionary parties 
had to maintain political 
independence to win workers 
to revolutionary politics.

The turning point for the 
German Revolution, and the 
Comintern, came in 1923. 
French troops occupied the 
Ruhr, inflation soared and the 
country polarised between left 
and right.

The potential to challenge 
for state power developed.

The Communists formed 
“workers’ governments” with 
the Social Democrats in two 
states, supposedly to launch a 
revolutionary rising. 

But when the reformists 
lost their nerve so did the 
Communists—despite support 
among a majority of workers.

By 1925 Lenin was dead. 
Sta l in ,  who had shown 
minimum interest in the 
Comintern, moved to increase 
his influence as Russia’s 
revolution degenerated.

The US revolut ionary 
James P Cannon described the 
 consequence of Stalin’s bloody 
counter-revolution. 

He said the Communists 
went from “agencies of revo-
lution into border guards of 
the Soviet Union and pres-
sure groups in the service of its 
 foreign policy”.

In the mid-1920s Russian 
leaders steered Communist par-
ties into alliances with the right. 

In China, the Comintern 
insisted on an alliance with the 
nationalist Kuomintang. It led 
to thousands of Communists 
being massacred.

Then Stalin denounced 
reformist parties as social 
 fascists and Communists were 
told not to work with them. 

In Germany this enabled 
the unnecessary victory of Nazi 
Adolf Hitler in 1933. This in 

turn led to another lurch. 
Stalin ordered Communist 

parties to swing to the right as 
he tried to make alliances with 
the ruling classes of Britain and 
France. This meant revolution-
ary movements in France and 
Spain were held back, and lost.

The mistakes in the early 
years of the Comintern sprang 
from the inexperience of the 
revolutionary parties.

The disasters of the later 
years were the result of 
 counter-revolution and the 
rejection of the principles upon 
which the Comintern was built.

But at its founding it raised 
the prospect of organising for 
global revolution. 

And its first four congresses 
were schools of revolution-

ary strategy and tactics 
that still offer lessons for 

today. 

Nationalists in 
China massacred 
Communists in 
1927 (top). A 
revolution got rid 
of Hosni Mubarak 
in Egypt in 2011 
(above)

H
OW DO we 
organise to 
transform the 
system? That 
question was 
at the heart of 

a meeting a hundred years 
ago this month.

In March 1919, 51 people 
gathered in the old Court of 
Justice in the Kremlin in 
Moscow to found the Third 
Communist International, 
or “Comintern”.

They represented left 
wing parties, labour asso-
ciations and emigre groups. 

Of the 43 delegates for 
whom an age is known, five 
were in their 20s and 24 
were in their 30s, with only 
one over 50.

The delegates came from 
35 groups in 22 countries. 
To be there at all was an 
 achievement as the Soviet 
state was blockaded and 
invaded. 

A delegate from Germany, 
Eugen Levine, was arrested 
on his way by German police. 

Two others, Fritz Platten 
from Switzerland and Karl 
Steinhardt from Austria were 
jailed during their return jour-
ney. The Hungarian delega-
tion was blocked by fighting in 
Ukraine.

Only the five Russians rep-
resented a real mass revolu-
tionary party. The Norwegian 
delegate represented a mass 
party but it wasn’t revolution-
ary, and a number of revolu-
tionaries didn’t represent a 
party at all.

B u t  i t  w a s  s t i l l  a  
world -shaping event.

The Russian Revolution saw 
workers take power in 1917.

The  Bo l shev ik  pa r ty , 
led by Lenin and Trotsky, 
argued that socialism was 
the  self-emancipation of the 
working class, not something 
granted from above. 

They stressed that the capital-
ist state must be smashed. And 
they argued that  capitalism, as 
a global system, must be fought 
on a global basis. 

The Comintern aimed to pull 
together the best militants across 
the world to form parties that 
could repeat the Russian victory.

Lenin began the meeting by 
saying, “Not only in Russia but 
in the most developed capitalist 
countries of Europe, Germany 
for example, civil war is a fact. 

“The world revolution is 
beginning and growing in 
intensity everywhere.”

Trotsky arrived in military 
uniform. The soviets, or 
workers’ councils, were fighting 
a brutal civil war and battling 
imperial armies that were 
trying to crush the revolution. 

One of the Comintern’s early 
acts was to produce a pamphlet 
in English to be distributed 
among the invading armies 
trying to break the revolution.

Trotsky declared that the 
“worst pyromaniacs in history” 
were picking through the debris 
and smoking ruins of war. 

I t  was  t ime to  uni fy 
the efforts of all genuine 
revolutionary parties. At the 

congress’s concluding session on  
6 March Lenin announced, “The 
founding of an international 
Soviet republic is on the way.”

This was not a daft thing to 
say.

As Duncan Hallas put it in his 
history of the Comintern, “That 
the socialist revolution was an 
immediate prospect in central 
Europe, above all, in Germany, 
was doubted by none of the 
delegates.”

From Germany to France, 
Britain, and the remains of 

Austria-Hungary, the same 
conditions existed that had 
propelled Russian workers into 
power. 

The horror of war gutted 
the imperial institutions and 
 traditional ways of thinking.

There  were  count less 
 outbreaks of strikes, mass 
 protests and uprisings.

Within a year of the first 
Comintern meeting, short-lived 
soviet republics took power in 
Hungary and Bavaria. 

Factory occupations spread 

across Italy. There were mass 
strikes in Glasgow and Belfast, 
and the British and French 
armies mutinied. 

Anti-colonial revolts erupted 
across the world including in 
Iraq, Ireland, India, Egypt, 
Syria, Morocco and across the 
Russian empire.

In the three months  following 
the founding congress, mass 
workers’ parties in Italy, 
Norway, Sweden, and Bulgaria 
joined the International. Parties 
in Germany, France, and Britain 
opened negotiations to join.

In March 1920 a general 
strike crushed a right wing coup 
in Germany. The second world 
Congress of the Comintern 
was held that year. It had 217 
 delegates from 67 organisations 
in 40 different countries.

The growth of mass reformist 
organisations dominated the 
experience of the Comintern. 

The reformists argued that 
to abolish capitalism you had to 
rebuild its institutions—such as 
the state and parliament—and 
bring change from above. 

As Hallas put it, “Social 
democratic parties combined 
verbal hostility to capitalism 
with a practical activity that 
was essentially confined to 
winning members and votes. 

“Confrontation with the 
forces of the state or even 
the employers was avoided 

 wherever possible.”

A
LL SORTS of 
p a r t i e s  s e n t 
 d e l e g a t i o n s 
to the second 
Congress of the 
Comintern. 

As Lenin wrote in 1920, 
“The Communist International 
is to a certain extent becoming 
fashionable.”

The Communists tried to 
confront the reformists and win 
over those who were genuinely 
vacillating between reform and 
revolution.

Some reformists tried to use 
radical rhetoric to cover their 
attempts to make peace with 
the system. The Comintern 
laid down tough conditions of 
membership to emphasise the 
differences.

This was one way of breaking 
from unaccountable reformist 
leaders. It also aimed to reach 
out to revolutionary trade 
unionists who didn’t trust 
political parties.

The Russians learnt from 
others ’  experiences.  The 
Comintern discussed in detail 
how revolutionaries should 
tackle oppression, and relate 
to trade unions and national 
 liberation struggles.

The Indian delegate to the 
third Congress, M N Roy, wrote, 
“For the first time, brown and 
yellow men met with white 
men who were not overbear-
ing imperialists but friends and 
comrades.”

By 1921 the system had 
recovered a little from the 
shocks of the post-war period. 
In 1922 the Comintern’s execu-
tive committee called for “the 
establishment of a united front 
of all parties supported by the 

BUILDING 
A GLOBAL 
UPRISING
Revolutionaries formed the Comintern 100 years ago. 
Simon Basketter says this was a world-shaping event and 
that its activities still hold lessons for socialists today

The Comintern 
aimed to pull 
together the 
best militants 
in the world

‘‘ 
Leon Trotsky

A WORKERS’ revolution in Russia needed to spread to other countries to succeed—and the Comintern fought to organise global revolt

Tatlin’s never-built monument
to the Third International

The fantastic fictional  
life of Jeremy Corbyn  

Nick Clark suffers 
the inaccuracies and 
smears in a new book 
about Jeremy Corbyn

AT LEAST some of Dangerous 
Hero—the new biography 
of Jeremy Corbyn by 
“investigative journalist” 
Tom Bower—is made up.

According to Bower, after 
Corbyn gave his leader’s 
speech to the 2016 Labour 
conference in Liverpool “the 
next stop was a Socialist 
Workers event”. There—
“among Trotskyites”—
Corbyn condemned the 
US’s war on Syria, defended 
Isis fighters, and criticised 
Islamophobic laws.

No such event ever took 
place, except perhaps in 
Bower’s mind. Corbyn 
hasn’t been at any Socialist 
Worker event since he was 
elected Labour leader. 

And the few details Bower 
gives of this meeting come 
from a 2014 parliamentary 
committee, which it takes 
about five seconds to 
discover on Google.

Aside from that, we’re 
sure the rest of Bower’s 
book is entirely accurate. 
Even if it is based heavily on 
guesswork, conjecture and 
the author’s imagination.

Startling
Bower believes he’s 
uncovered a startling truth 
about Corbyn—that he’s a 
Marxist, Stalin-sympathising 
Trotskyist with a secret plan 
to turn Britain communist. 

It’s all down to the few 
months that Bower claims 
Corbyn spent as a teenager 
in Guyana in 1968.

Bower says he doesn’t 
know what Corbyn 
did in Guyana. 

But he speculates that with 
the help of the Guyanese 
Marxist historian and 
activist Walter Rodney, 
Corbyn “could have flown 
to Cuba via Mexico”. 

There’s no evidence that 
Corbyn and Rodney ever met. 

But they were supposedly 
both briefly in Guyana—a 
country roughly the size 
of Britain—at the same 
time, and that’s good 
enough for Bower.

“The extent of his Marxist 
education in Guyana 
remains unknown,” Bower 

writes, before adding that 
the whole story is “partly 
romanticised and possibly 
an invention.” Quite.

Bower ploughs on, fully 
convinced that Corbyn 
is now a Marxist. 

He seems particularly 
troubled by Corbyn’s defence 
of migrants and immigration. 

The book is littered with 
euphemistic references to 
Corbyn’s support among 
“immigrant communities”.

After first being elected 
MP for instance, we’re 
told, “Corbyn’s door was 
open to a tide of misery—
Cypriots, Jamaicans, Indians, 
Pakistanis, South Africans, 
South Americans, Somalis, 
West Saharans and Kurds 
all sought his help.”

The casual bigotry 
doesn’t stop at that. 

On introducing Diane 
Abbott, the first point Bower 
makes—after the customary 
comment on her physical 
appearance—is that, “She 
would always blame ‘the 
system’ for the educational 
failure of black British 
children, never their parents 
or her own community.”

Similarly Bower claims  
that as a councillor 
responsible for housing, 
Corbyn’s first wife Jane 
Chapman “instead allocated 
homes to gays and single 
mothers” rather than 
“families in need”.

Bower explains that 
Labour’s antisemitism crisis 
is down to the left’s links to 
Muslim groups in the Stop 
the War Coalition, and his 
support for Palestinians.

“In approving Corbyn 
as the group’s vice-chair, 
the Coalition’s Muslim 
members assumed that 
his anti-Zionism chimed 
with their antisemitism.”

Condemnation
Evidence of Corbyn’s 
antisemitism is mostly 
based on his condemnation 
of Israel’s wars on 
Palestinians, and his 
refusal to accept Israel’s 
right to Palestinian land. 

Bower pushes the point 
further in a chapter on 
“Jew-Haters,” in which 
he describes protests by 
“aggressive Muslim students”. 

Bower does add his own 
explanation into the mix.

As a union official, Corbyn 
once organised strikes against 
businesses, some of them 
owned by Jewish people.  

And on that basis alone, 
Corbyn is accused of 
believing in “the malign 
collective power of Jews”.

It really is that lazy—and 
it seems incredible that such 
a preposterous book could 
ever be taken seriously. 

But British politics is full 
of people making stuff up 
about the left at the moment. 

STALIN-LOVING TROTSKYITE Jeremy Corbyn?

Bower believes 
he’s uncovered 
a startling 
truth about 
Corbyn—that 
he’s a Marxist

‘‘ 

BOOK REVIEW
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WIGAN SUTR leafleting at the football match last Sunday 

 Hundreds join rallies to build support  
 for national anti-racist demonstrations
Stand Up To Racism 
campaigners are 
organising big events 
in the run-up to  
16 March protests
Birmingham
AROUND 150  peop le 
joined an evening of poli-
tics, music and spoken 
word in Birmingham on 
Thursday last week.

It was organised by the 
local Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) group to build for 
the demonstration in London.

Acts included rappers and 
spoken word artists Kurly 
and Zara, and Basil Gabbidon 
who was formerly in reggae 
band Steel Pulse. 

The audience  heard  
powerful speeches by Unison 
union assistant general secre-
tary Roger McKenzie and Zak 
Cochrane from Love Music 
Hate Racism. 

McKenzie emphasised 
the seriousness of the racist 
threat—and said now was the 

time to stand up and to get 
onto the streets on 16 March.

Refugee Nas Popalzai 
s p o k e  a b o u t  h i s  
successful fight to get the 

right to remain in Britain 
having come as a lone child 
from Afghanistan. 

And Kedisha Brown-Burrell 
spoke about the long struggle 

for justice for her brother 
Kingsley Burrell, who died 
after contact with the police 
in 2011. 

lAround 100 people came 

to an SUTR public meeting 
in Newcastle and 70 to a 
public meeting in the Black 
Country.

O the r  SUTR  pub l i c 
m e e t i n g s  a t t r a c t e d  
40 in Lewisham in south 
east London, 30 in nearby 
Croydon and 20 people in 
Barking in east London.
For details of upcoming rallies 
go to standuptoracism.org.uk

North London
SOME 70 people joined 
an anti-racist vigi l  on 
Wednesday of last week 
after an attack on a Jewish 
man in Islington, north 
London.

The attack took place near 
Highbury and Islington tube 
station on Tuesday night of 
last week. 

The vigil was organised 
by the Islington SUTR group. 
It brought together Labour 
Party members, other social-
ists and representatives from 
the local Jewish and Muslim 
communities. Sanai, a col-

lege student, told Socialist 
Worker she came because “if 
you want to change things it’s 
not enough to say racism is 
bad”. 

“It means fighting it, not 
just talking about it,” she said. 

Speakers included poet 
Michael Rosen and Clau-
dia Webbe, a Labour coun-
cillor and member of the 
party’s national executive 
 committee. 

“We are in unity with our 
Jewish brothers and sisters,” 
said Webbe. “We will not tol-
erate antisemitism or racism 
of any kind.” 

Universities
UCU UNION members 
have condemned a far right 
group’s online abuse of 
union vice president Nita 
Sanghera.

Generation Identity tar-
geted Nita, who is a  leading 
supporter of SUTR in the 
trade union movement. 
Sign the statement at  
bit.ly/DefendSanghera

PEOPLE AT a ‘No Pasaran’ anti-racist conference last Saturday Picture: Guy Smallman
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The EU is to blame for Libya’s 
migrant torture prison camps
Film evidence showing torture inside refugee camps in Libya was released just as Europe’s 
rulers made a deal to trap more migrants in North Africa, reports Tomáš Tengely-Evans

 How the West fuelled chaos, conflict and bloodshed
THE HORRORS in 
Libya were caused by 

Western imperialism and 
the retreats of the Arab 
revolutions in 2011.

A popular uprising broke 
out against the dictatorship 
of Muammar Gaddafi in 
February 2011. 

It was inspired by 
revolutions in neighbouring 
Tunisia and Egypt 
that brought down 
Western-backed dictators 
and challenged imperialism.

After decades of 
antagonism, Gaddafi had 
become the West’s new 
ally in the “war on terror” 
and early attempts to stop 

refugees. The EU had an 
agreement with Gaddafi to 
clamp down on refugees 
sailing from Libya. 

Faced with a wave of 
popular rebellion against 
its allies across the Middle 
East and North Africa, 
the West fought to regain 
control.

It’s governments hoped 
that providing military 
support with strings 
attached would help 
them take control of the 
outcome. 

So the US, Britain 
and France all bombed 
Libya under the guise 
of “humanitarian 

intervention”. The 
bombing caused 
destruction and opened 
the door for rival generals 
and militias to begin a 
brutal struggle for power. 

A 2016 report by MPs 
slammed then Tory prime 
minister David Cameron, 
one of the bombing 
campaign’s most vocal 
supporters. 

It said he was 
responsible for “migrant 
crises, widespread human 
rights violations, the 
spread of Gaddafi regime 
weapons across the region 
and the growth of Isis in 
North Africa”.

HORRIFIC FOOTAGE of refugee 
camps in Libya released last 

week has shown up the reality fac-
ing people fleeing war, dictatorship 
and poverty. 

Film obtained by Channel 4 News 
showed scenes of squalor and torture 
in detention camps on the Libyan 
coast. 

Footage showed people being 
whipped, beaten and tortured with 
molten plastic while guns were held 
to their heads. Graffiti daubed on the 
wall of one camp in Khums declares, 
“Libya is a market for human beings.” 

A few days earlier European Union 
(EU) rulers planned to make it a 
whole lot worse.

At a summit of the EU and the Arab 
League, top politicians discussed ways 
to keep migrants and refugees out of 
Europe. Instead, trapped in North 
Africa, they are forced into detention 
camps or into the hands of people 
traffickers and slave traders.

The EU’s Fortress Europe policies 
have already turned Libya into a mass 
prison camp. 

Deter
At every turn of the refugee crisis 
the EU has tried to deter refugees 
by making the routes into Europe 
deadlier.

First it signed a deal with the 
Turkish regime of Recep Tayyip 
Erodgan in 2015 that made it easier 
to deport refugees who had reached 
Greece. 

This closed off the short route 
across the Aegean Sea and forced 
some to go to Libya.  

Then in 2017 the EU signed a 
deal to cooperate with the Libyan 
coastguard in catching refugees 
trying to make the dangerous sea 
crossing to Europe. There were an 

estimated 662,000 migrants in Libya 
in 2018,  according to the International 
Migration Organisation. 

That’s a massive leap from 40,000 
in the previous year.

Now the EU has been pushing 
for “disembarkation platforms” in 
North Africa. These are processing  
centres—effectively EU-funded  
detention camps—for migrants 
caught in the sea. Italy’s racist inte-
rior minister Matteo Salvini has now 

stopped refugee rescue ships from 
docking in its ports. 

And the EU is funnelling money to 
the different forces that control Libya 
to pick up refugees and take them 
back to North Africa. 

After refugees are caught by the 
Libyan coast guard, many are sold 
back to people traffickers who hold 
them for ransom from their families. 

The EU plans were dropped at 
the summit, for now. But their joint 

declaration did promise a “strengthen-
ing of the fight against irregular migra-
tion”. That’s surely a promise of more 
repressive measures against refugees.

It’s the EU’s plans that create the 
conditions for detention camps, tor-
ture and slave trading. 

Having barred the route to safety in 
Europe, our rulers are now  working to 
make a hell on earth.

The solution is to open the borders 
and let the refugees in.

‘I survived 
the Libya 
crossing’

ONE refugee, who 
we’ve named 

Ahmed, fled from the 
Sudanese regime and 
made it to Britain in 
2018. 

He got into 
Europe after staying 
somewhere on 
Libyan coast.

Ahmed described 
his journey to Socialist 
Worker. “We left Libya 
to go to Italy late at 
night,” he said. “There 
were 100 or so people 
on the boat, most 
of them women and 
children.”

Ahmed described 
how the people on his 
boat were rescued by 
one of the charity ships 
that were operating in 
the Mediterranean. “We 
were going through the 
sea with the waves,” 
he said. “I then heard 
an ambulance noise. 
A rescue team came 
across us—we were 
lucky that they found 
us.” 

Ahmed was taken 
to Sicily in southern 
Italy where he received 
some help from aid 
workers. “My toe nails 
had been pulled off 
when I was tortured by 
the Sudanese security 
services,” he explained. 

Racism forced Ahmed 
and many others to 
travel further in search 
of safety. Ahmed said, 
“In Italy they do not 
want black people, they 
do not want refugees, 
so we left Italy and we 
went to Belgium and 
tried Brussels. And then 
we were around Calais 
and Dunkirk”.  

Eventually Ahmed 
made it on the back of a 
truck to Britain in 2018 
where he is now trying 
to claim asylum seeker 
status.

David Cameron in Libya

CROWDED CONDITIONS at a migrant detention centre on the outskirts of the Libyan capital Tripoli
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IN BRIEF 

Housing conference 
takes on landlords 
HOUSING CAMPAIGNERS are 
gearing up for a conference 
on 30 March. 

The event, supported by 
Generation Rent and the 
Unite union, will focus on 
issues facing private renters 
and homeless people.

Speakers are set to include 
Dr Jackie Turner from Doctors 
in Unite, Eileen Short from 
the Homes for All campaign 
and Guardian columnist Dawn 
Foster. 
lSat 30 March, 10am. Unite 
the Union, 33-37 Moreland 
Street, London EC1V 8BB

Lift workers push 
button for action  
ABOUT 400 lift engineers, 
employed by Otis Ltd, are set 
for six weeks of strikes over 
the next three months after 
rejecting bosses’ pay offer of 
1.5 percent. 

The first week’s strike runs 
from 13 to 20 March.

Baggage handlers 
sack off walkouts 
THE UNITE union suspended 
a planned seven-day strike by 
baggage handlers and check-
in staff at London Luton 
Airport after bosses made a 
new pay offer. 

 The workers, employed by 
GH London Ground Handling 
Services, are set to vote on a 
revised offer. 

Hunger could strike 
at British Airways 
UNITE UNION members at 
Alpha Flight—food and drink 
suppliers for British Airways—
voted by 98 percent to strike 
over pay allowances. 

Workers are set to strike 
from 3am on 27 March until 
12 midnight on 28 March.

Car part workers 
defend penssions 
OVER 400 Unite union 
members at Delphi 
Technologies are preparing to 
ballot for strikes over bosses’ 
attacks on their pensions.

Workers are based at 
two sites in Gillingham, 
as well as Stonehouse in 
Gloucestershire and Warwick.

Struggle could take 
off in Dundee 
AIR TRAFFIC controllers at 
Dundee Airport have voted for 
strikes over pay. They could 
walk out from April after an 
89 percent vote for strikes on 
an 86 percent turnout. 

Strikes to derail 
pensions attack  
FREIGHTLINER rail company 
workers are set to strike over 
pensions on Friday 15 March. 

RMT and Aslef union 
members will walk out 
together. And Aslef members, 
who voted overwhelmingly 
for strikes, are planning a` 
further walkout on 29 March. 

Strikers win support 
of care service users  
by SARAH BATES 

AROUND 660 care workers 
across the North West of 
England began a 48-hour 
strike against attacks on 
their pay on Saturday.

The Unison union members 
work for Alternative Futures 
Group (AFG) and care for 
vulnerable adults who live in 
their own homes and need 
support at night.

There were strike rallies in 
Liverpool, Burnley, Rochdale 
and Tameside. AFG bosses are 
slashing the rate for overnight 
sleep-in shifts by £15 for each 
shift—a huge blow to an 
already low-paid workforce. 

Lifeline 
Care worker Emma said, “The 
sleep-in payments are a lifeline 
to me and my family.

“I can’t afford to carry on 
working in this job if they don’t 
pay us for our time.”

Management are pushing 
through the attack after the 
High Court ruled last year that 
workers on night shifts don’t 
have to be paid an hourly 
minimum wage. 

This means bosses can get 
away with paying workers a 

flat rate of around £40 for a 
nine-hour shift. Some care 
workers at AFG work three 
overnight shifts a week—and 
stand to lose £2,000 a year 
from the bosses’ attacks.

The action follows an  
87 percent vote for strikes and 
AFG pulling out of talks at the 
conciliation service Acas.

Emma said the workers had 
the backing of the service users 
that they support. “The care 
users’ families have been very 
supportive,” she said. 

“They know we’re doing this 
for the good of the service.

“This can’t go on as it is and 
we’re all supporting each other 

to make sure AFG change 
course.”

AFG claims it can’t afford to 
pay workers the same rate—
even though its funding from 
councils hasn’t decreased. 

And, while AFG has called 
on central government to 
tackle “social care funding 
in crisis”, workers shouldn’t 
be forced to pay the price of 
austerity.

Workers should be ready 
to take more action. And they 
could link up with striking 
home care workers from 
Birmingham care service and 
outsourced health workers at 
Liverpool Women’s Hospital.

ACTIVISTS IN Liverpool demand the fall of Sudan’s regime last Saturday  Picture: John carr

Bin workers should refuse to take any 
rubbish from anti-union Labour council
BIRMINGHAM BIN workers 
were set to strike on Friday—
and their Unite union plans 
further strikes on Tuesday and 
Wednesday of next week. 

They are fighting over 
payments made to GMB union 
members, who didn’t strike 
during an industrial dispute in 
2017. 

Unite members only heard 
about the payments, estimated 
to be up to £4,000, when their 
GMB colleagues told them.

Unite suspended two 
walkouts last week and a 

further walkout this Monday 
for talks with council bosses.  

The union and the Labour-
run Birmingham City Council 
have been locked in a legal 
battle over the dispute. 

The council attempted to 
use Tory union laws to block 
the strikes after some 325 bin 
workers struck for two days 
last month. 

Meanwhile, Unite sought 
an injunction over the 
bosses’ implementation of an 
agreement after industrial 
action in 2017.  That deal 

was meant to ensure that bin 
lorries had experienced grade 
3 bin workers on them. 

But the union said the 
council is running bin services 
without grade 3 workers on 
them—creating an unsafe 
working environment. 

Workers are balloting for 
action over the implementation 
of the 2017 deal—and should 
be prepared to come out to 
defend themselves.

The union shouldn’t call 
off the current action—strikes 
make bosses listen. 

INTERNATIONALISM 

Sudan solidarity protests
AROUND 100 Sudanese 
people and their supporters 
joined a vibrant protest 
in Bristol last Saturday.

It was called in solidarity 
with the struggle against the 
regime of Omar al-Bashir in 
Sudan.

Sudanese women and 
men assembled outside 
the city hall where a major 
International Women’s Day 
event was being held. 

This was appropriate as 
women are playing a leading 

role in the Sudanese struggle. 
Labour Party councillors 

and a member of the 
Socialist Workers Party spoke 
alongside Sudanese people 
living in Bristol.

Meanwhile, around  
40 Sudanese people and 
their supporters protested in 
Liverpool on the same day.

Demonstrations have 
also taken place in London, 
Manchester and Norwich.
Thanks to Salena Williams 
and Michael Grisenthwaite

CARE 

Care workers at the rally in Liverpool Picture: John carr

BIRMINGHAM BINS

TAXIS 

Taxi drivers take out legal 
challenge to Sadiq Khan
PRIVATE HIRE taxi drivers 
have launched a legal 
challenge to Transport for 
London’s (TfL) congestion 
charge for minicabs. 

Lawyers for the workers’ 
IWGB union will argue that 
the extension of the charge 
to drivers is in breach of the 
Equality Act. 

Black-cab drivers, the 
majority of who are white, 
will continue to be exempt. 

But minicab workers— 
94 percent of who are 
black—will have to pay the 
£11.50 daily charge. 

Employers should be made 
to pay the charge. 

But TfL would have to 
stop letting firms such as 
Uber treat workers with 
contempt through bogus self-
employment status.

 And it will not do that 

without a fight. Yaseen Aslam 
is the United Private Hire 
Drivers branch secretary of 
the IWGB. 

“Four years ago I decided 
to take Uber to court because 
it was unlawfully depriving 
me of my basic employment 
rights,” he said. 

“I didn’t imagine then, 
that years later I would be 
forced to take legal action 
against mayor of London 
Sadiq Khan for introducing 
a policy that discriminates 
against our community. 

“We hope the mayor 
sees sense and scraps this 
policy that promises to push 
thousands of drivers into 
deeper poverty.”
lThe IWGB has launched a 
crowdfunding campaign for its 
legal challenge 
bit.ly/IWGBTaxis

Minicab drivers protest last week Picture: Guy Smallman

COUNCIL CUTS

Activists are angry after  
Greens vote with Tories  
GREEN PARTY councillors 
in Scarborough voted for 
Tory budget cuts last Friday 
in an apparent bid to secure 
funding for the “climate 
emergency”.

The North Yorkshire 
council declared a climate 
emergency in January after 
pressure from environmental 
campaigners. 

The council agreed 
minimal climate funding 
of £80,000 over two 
years to be absorbed into 
“climate work”. The climate 

emergency motion had 
called for funding for a 
sustainability officer. 

The Greens’ actions have 
angered local campaigners.  

Stephanie Pride, a member 
of Extinction Rebellion and 
Frack Free Scarborough, said 
she was “very disappointed” 
with the Greens. 

“Opponents spoke very 
well, highlighting the social 
justice issues that should 
be at the forefront of 
environmental politics,” she 
said. 
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nWORKERS IN the West 
Midlands who manage 
people’s claims for the 
Universal Credit benefit are 
set to strike on Monday and 
Tuesday of next week.

Members of the PCS union 
in Walsall and Wolverhampton 
say understaffing is causing 
a backlog of work—meaning 
claims and payments can 
be delayed. This causes 
misery for claimants.

nPARLIAMENTARY security 
staff have voted to strike in 
a dispute over rest breaks, 
settlements for longstanding 
personal cases and the 
reinstatement of a worker.
Members of the PCS union 
voted by 87 percent for strikes 
on a turnout of 63 percent. 

nA STRIKE ballot by workers 
over the closure of an HMRC 
tax office in Ealing, west 
London, has ended. The result 
was expected this week.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Traffic wardens will  
 not wait to win rights
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

TRAFFIC WARDENS in two 
London boroughs are taking 
on outsourcing giant NSL.

GMB union members 
in Tory-run Westminster 
and Wandsworth struck on 
Wednesday and Thursday of 
last week over sick pay. 

And they were set for a 
further two-day strike from 
Thursday this week.

T r a f f i c  w a r d e n s  i n 
Wandsworth, south London, 
held two 48-hour strikes last 
month. This time they were 
boosted by traffic wardens in 
Westminster—who had never 
struck before.

Pe te r ,  a  s t r i ke r  in 
Westminster, said workers’ 
anger had come to a head 
over sick pay after years of 
poor treatment. “People have 
kept things inside for so long,” 
he told Socialist Worker.

Voice
“We’ve had no voice—and 
now we’re letting it all out.”

There was a party atmos-
phere on the picket line as 
strikers danced in front of 
their depot then marched on 
Westminster City Hall. 

Chelsea, a GMB member, 
told Socialist Worker, “We 
don’t often get to see each 
other, but this is the best bond-
ing exercise we’ve had.”

Tom, another striker, said, 
“This is my first time on 

strike, we’re fighting for our 
rights and we’re all united.”

Sick pay is only one of the 
issues that has angered work-
ers. Traffic warden Ahmed 
told Socialist Worker, “They 
need to address how they’ve 
treated us and then we can 
start to have a conversation.

“Companies like NSL are 
bad and someone has to tell 
them that they can’t treat 
people like this in 2019.”  

Johnathon, a GMB rep in 
Wandsworth, told Socialist 
Worker that support was still 
growing for their fight. “Our 

third strike has been solid, 
more people have joined the 
action than last time,” he said.

“And it’s better because 
Westminster is out too.”

Johnathon described a 
recent offer from manage-
ment as a “back-handed 
insult”. “They offered us five 
days sick pay, which they 
know is below what our 
members would even con-
sider,” he said.

Further coordinated action 
across London boroughs can 
pile pressure onto NSL bosses.

Liz Wheatley is the Unison 

union secretary of the local 
government branch in nearby 
Camden. Traffic wardens in 
the north London borough 
have taken 33 days of strikes 
against NSL over pay.

“It would be fantastic if 
Camden, Westminster and 
Wandsworth could be out 
together,” she told the picket 
line to loud cheers.

Every trade unionist 
should build support for the 
traffic wardens’ fight and join 
their picket lines.
lWorkers’ names have been 
changed

Back Lynn Henderson for AGS in PCS  
SOCIALIST Workers Party 
(SWP) members in the 
PCS union have issued a 
statement on the union’s 
national pay campaign and 
its election for Assistant 
General Secretary (AGS).

The statement says 
that winning the union’s 
campaign “to break the 
government pay cap and 
to return to national pay 
bargaining” is “centrally 
important”.

Members of the PCS are 
set to ballot for national 
strikes over pay. They are 
demanding a 10 percent pay 
increase. The ballot is set to 
begin on Monday 18 March.

The statement added 
that SWP members are 
supporting Lynn Henderson 
as the candidate to be 
elected as Assistant General 
Secretary (AGS). It said that 

the election “Has become 
about more than just which 
individual takes up a single 
post in the union, but has 
become a debate about the 
future strategy for PCS.”

It explained that SWP 
members felt they could not 
back the incumbent AGS 
Chris Baugh, who is standing 
for re-election. It points out 

that Baugh had “argued 
for departmental-wide or 
disaggregated ballots over 
pay rather than a national 
one.

“If departmental balloting 
had gained any real support 
it would have destroyed the 
national campaign.”

The statement finished 
by arguing that “All those 
who want to see PCS win 
the pay ballot and continue 
to rebuild as a fighting 
union should back Lynn 
Henderson”.

And it called on activists 
to “rebuild the left” in the 
PCS. “Involving new activists 
over the pay campaign is not 
only key to winning the pay 
ballot but also renewing the 
left to build a fighting union 
in the future.”
lRead the full statement online 
at bit.ly/PCSAGSstatement

NSL BOSSES are under pressure from Westminster strikers  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

 Battles over academies,  
 pay and restructuring 
NEU UNION members at 
Inscape House School in 
Cheshire began a three-day 
strike over pay on Tuesday of 
this week. 

They held a three-day 
strike last week.

NASUWT union members 
at Together Trust, which runs 
the school, also struck on 
Tuesday of last week. 

The union planned 
five more days of strikes. 
The trust has refused to 
recognise unions.

NASUWT general 
secretary Chris Keates said 
the trust had made “adverse 
changes” to workers’ pay 
and conditions. 

“Teachers at the Trust 
are now paid less than their 
colleagues in other schools,” 
she said. 

“Retention and 
recruitment of teachers will 
be badly affected.”

Rachel Knight, NASUWT 
national executive member 
for Cheshire, added that the 
Trust had “reneged” on a 
previous agreement.
lSend messages of support to 
Dawn.taylor@neu.org.uk

nWORKERS AT Wyggeston 
& Queen Elizabeth 1 
College in Leicester began 
a three-day walkout on 
Tuesday of this week. 

NEU and NASUWT union 
members are fighting a 
restructure and held three 
days of strikes last month.

NASUWT general 
secretary Chris Keates said 
the restructuring plans 
“would leave some staff on 
worse pay and conditions”.
She added that previous 
agreements “have not been 
maintained”.
lSend messages of support 
to joseph.wyglendacz@neu.
org.uk and alan.hackett@exec.
nasuwt.org.uk

nNEU UNION members at 
Galliard Primary school in 
Enfield, north London, were 
set to strike on Wednesday 
and Thursday of this week. 

Workers are fighting a 
plan to turn the school into 
an academy. There was a 
three-day walkout last week. 
lSend messages of support to 
Anne-mariehickling@hotmail.
co.uk

SCHOOLS

Lynn Henderson

Pickets out for teachers and quality education 

SHREWSBURY COLLEGE GROUP

WORKERS AT the 
Shrewsbury College Group 
struck on Tuesday of this 
week, following a two-day 
strike on Wednesday and 
Thursday of last week. 

The walkouts are against 
a new lesson observation 
policy. Jean Evanson, NEU 
union rep at the school, 
said the atmosphere on the 
picket line was “absolutely 
fantastic”.

“Strikers are resolute,” 
she told Socialist Worker. 
“We have three sites with 
two gates on each, and we’ve 
had pickets covering all of 
them. We’ve also had people 
join the union in the run-up 
to the strikes.”

The college group was 
formed through a merger of 
two colleges in 2016, which 
had different observation 
policies. 

Now the college principal 
wants to impose one system 
that would include graded 
observations.

Jean said, “Research 

has shown that grading is 
unreliable and subjective. 

“We’re fighting because 
the prospect of being graded 
makes the whole process 
stressful and anxiety-ridden.

“The consequences can 
potentially be enormous. 
Teachers can be left with 
depression and grading can 
cause long-term sickness.”

At the post-picket meeting 
a number of workers 
described how a low grade 
had affected them after 
observations. 

This included long term 
sickness and leaving their 
post. These accounts 
“solidified the mood”.

Labour Party members 
visited pickets to show 
solidarity, along with trades 
council and Unison union 
members.

Further strikes were set 
for Thursday of this week, 
Wednesday of next week and 
21 March.
lSend messages of support to 
jean.evanson@neu.org.uk

CIVIL SERVICE

ROUND-UP

  Fighting stressful grading
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 MARCH TO DEFY  
 RACIST THREAT  
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

A N T I - R A C I S T S  a r e 
preparing to march in 
London,  Glasgow and 
Cardiff. 

The demonstrations, part 
of an international day of 
action against the rise of 
racism and the far right, take 
place on Saturday 16 March.

Protests and actions are 
planned in the US, Germany, 
Poland, Greece and other 
European countries. 

Anti-racists were boosted 
by news of a 200,000-strong 
demonstration in Milan, 
northern Italy, last Saturday. 

It was backed by the major 
CGIL union federation and 
the city’s social democratic 
mayor Giuseppe Sala. 

Respect
One protester said that they 
joined the demonstration 
demand the government 
put “people before profit, 
before differences, before 
identities”. “We should 
always respect their rights,” 
they said. 

Another protester added, 
“We are against this atmos-
phere of racism, our families 

chose to be of many colours 
and differences.”

Italy’s racist interior min-
ister Matteo Salvini has 
launched an assault on 
Roma people, refugees and 
migrants (see page 17). 

He issued a decree last 
September that makes it 
easier to deport migrants 

and strip them of citizenship. 
He has also forced through 
a clearance of a Roma camp 
after calling for a census last 
June.

Salvini engaged in deadly 
grandstanding when he 
refused to let the refugee 
rescue ship Aquarius dock 
in Italy. This contributed 

to charity Doctors Without 
Borders’ decision to stop 
search and rescue operations 
in the Mediterranean last 
December. 

Salvini’s League party is 
one of a growing number 
of far right and racist gov-
ernments and parties across 
Europe. Others include 

Austria’s Tory/Nazi coalition 
and Hungary’s antisemitic 
prime minister Viktor Orban.

The far right has been 
fuelled by state-sponsored 
racism against Muslims, 
 refugees and migrants. 

And this has been pushed 
by mainstream politicians—
conservative, liberal and 

social democratic. A High 
Court decision last week 
highlighted the Tory’s racist 
attacks on migrants in Britain. 

It ruled that Right to Rent, 
which requires landlords 
to checks prospective ten-
ants’ immigration status, is 
“discriminatory” and could 
breach human rights laws.

The judge Justice Spencer 
said evidence “strongly 
showed” the scheme led 
landlords to discriminate 
against potential tenants 
based on their nationality 
and ethnicity. 

Right to Rent was intro-
duced in England as part of 
the Immigration Act 2014—
the centrepiece of Theresa 
May’s “hostile environment”. 

The High Court ruling 
means the Tories will not be 
able to roll out the scheme to 
the rest of Britain or Northern 
Ireland. 

This underlines the need 
for a mass movement against 
racism and the importance of 
marching in London, Glasgow 
and Cardiff next Saturday.

AROUND 200,000 anti-racists marched in Italy

 Social media ban and legal threat for Robinson
NAZI TOMMY Robinson 
is having a bad week. 

Lawyers acting for a 
Syrian school student 
served Robinson with 
a letter informing him 
of their intention to 
sue for defamation.

A video last 
December showed the 
student, Jamal, being 
grabbed by the throat 
by another pupil.

The pupil had shared 
posts by Robinson and 
Britain First on Facebook. 

Robinson claimed that 
Jamal had attacked other 
children and that “lots of 
Muslim gangs are beating 
up white English kids”. 
He was later forced to 
admit spreading “fake 

news”. But Robinson 
won’t be able to take to 
Facebook and Instagram 
any more as they deleted 
his accounts last week.

Facebook said 
Robinson had posted 
“material that uses 
dehumanising language 
and calls for violence 
targeted at Muslims”.

Robinson said on 
YouTube last week that 
he was “looking at the 
possibility of a massive 
demonstration in London 
against censorship”. 

He has mobilised 
thousands on that 
basis before. 

Anti-fascists must 
oppose Robinson and his 
supporters on the streets.Robinson has mobilised over media ‘censorship’ Picture: Guy Smallman

BBC axe far right Dankula
ANTI-RACISTS have 
forced BBC Scotland 
to axe far right Mark 
Meechan from an 
upcoming programme.

 Meechan was fined 
£800 for teaching his dog 
(right) to do a Nazi “sieg 
heil” salute whenever 
he said, “Gas the Jews” 
or, “Heil Hitler”. 

Meechan is better 
known by his alt 
right online persona 
Count Dankula. 

BBC Scotland had 
planned to feature 
Meechan as part of a 
series of programmes. 

But it backed off.
Unite Against Fascism 

Scotland said, “Only 

the public outrage 
denied this platform. 

“It prevented the 
unnecessary, unforgivable 
distress that this would 
have caused to ageing 
Holocaust survivors 
and their families.” 
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