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OPPRESSION

Disgusting racism
is at the heart
of the Tories
THE TREATMENT of
Shamima Begum has
highlighted the racism at
the heart of the government
and its immigration rules.
The Tories’ racist attacks
on Muslims, migrants and
refugees reinforce the need
for a mass movement.

>>Pages 2&3
MARXISM

What is
socialism and
can it work?
THOUSANDS OF people
are taking to the streets
to fight for climate action
and to oppose racism.
But what kind of society
can fight the injustices of
capitalism?
How can ordinary people
fight for a better world run
in our interests, not for the
rich?

>>Pages 10&11

SCHOOL STRIKES

Join international day
of protests against
racism, antisemitism
and Islamophobia

This Saturday
lLondon lGlasgow lCardiff
>>Turn to page 2 for details

Climate change
action spreads
STUDENTS ACROSS Britain
were preparing for strikes
this Friday to demand urgent
action on climate change.
The strike follows a
20,000-strong walkout in
February.
It’s part of an international
movement with over 1,000
events coordinated.

>>Pages 4&5
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘Institutionally
Islamophobic’

Former Tory chairperson Baroness
Warsi on the Tory party

‘Get rid of all
mosques’

A comment on a pro-Jacob ReesMogg Facebook group

‘Oran’

How a senior Tory officer is accused
of referring to Tory candidate Prab
Ghosh—allegedly a shortening of
‘Orangutan’

‘Coloured
woman’

Tory minister Amber Rudd’s
description of shadow home
secretary Diane Abbott in an
interview last week

‘Clumsy language’
How Rudd saw her comment, as
opposed to racist

‘Security force
killings in Ireland
were not crimes and
were the actions of
people fulfilling their
duties in a dignified
and appropriate
way.’
Tory Northern Ireland secretary
Karen Bradley description of the
actions of British soldiers who killed
people in Northern Ireland

‘We looked her
in the eye and
told her to resign’
Relatives of those killed by security
forces in Northern Ireland when
they met Bradley last week

Socialist Worker

Disgusting racism is at
the heart of the Tories

Robinson is
back in court
TOMMY ROBINSON is set to be
back in court on Friday of next
week. The Nazi figurehead faces a
fresh hearing at the High Court in
London after a decision by attorney
general Geoffrey Cox.
He is alleged to have committed
contempt of court by filming

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THE TREATMENT of Shamima
Begum has highlighted the racism
at the heart of the government
and its immigration rules.
Shamima’s baby son Jarrah died
in a Syrian refugee camp last week.
A month before, Tory home secretary Sajid Javid had stripped her
of British citizenship. And now Javid
has taken away British passports
from sisters Reema and Zara Iqbal.
All three are trapped in the al-Roj
refugee camp in north eastern Syria.
The death of Jarrah in a refugee
camp was wholly predictable—and
the responsibility lies with Javid.
Reema and Zara have five children all under the age of eight stuck
in the same desperate conditions.
The Tories saw Shamima’s case
as an opportunity to increase racism
and state-surveillance of Muslim
people in Britain.
Secondary school pupils
Shamima, Amira Abase and Kadiza
Sultana from Tower Hamlets left for
Syria in 2015.
Reema and Zara from the east
London borough also went to join
Isis, a reactionary, sectarian group
fighting Bashar al-Assad’s regime.

Stateless

But stripping Shamima of citizenship backfired on Javid, who caused
widespread fear by his ability to
make someone stateless.
And an intervention by Labour’s
shadow home secretary Diane
Abbott last Saturday helped to further shift public opinion.
She said, “This week a British
baby died from pneumonia in a

DEMONSTRATE
SATURDAY 16
MARCH

HLondon Assemble 12 noon,
Park Lane, W1
HGlasgowAssemble 11am,
George Square, G2 1DH
HCardiff Assemble 11am,
City Hall, CF10 3ND
Called by Stand Up to Racism
www.standuptoracism.org.uk

Get in
touch with
Socialist
Worker

@

Nazi Tommy Robinson

outside a trial in Leeds.
Robinson was jailed for
13 months last May.
He was released on bail after
the Court of Appeal quashed the
findings against him and was due
to face retrial.
Judge Nicholas Hilliard referred
the case to the attorney general
after two hearings at the Old Bailey
court in London last autumn.

TORY AMBER Rudd referred to Diane Abbott as ‘coloured’ last week

Syrian refugee camp—a tragedy that
might have been avoided.
“If the mother and baby had
been brought home, the baby might
have lived. Sajid Javid has behaved
shamefully.”
Labour taking a principled stand
against racism, rather than making
concessions to the right, can have a
real impact.
It should speak out against all
attacks on migrants’ rights and for
freedom of movement.
The Tories are riddled with racists. Work and pensions secretary
Amber Rudd referred to Abbott as
“coloured” during an interview last
Thursday. “Coloured” harks back to
the racist language that black people

Shamima Begum’s baby died after
her British citizenship was removed

Big protests can help give people confidence to take on the racists 

who came to Britain after the Second
World War faced. Rudd was forced
to resign as home secretary over the
Windrush scandal last April.
The scandal saw the threat of
deportation hang over the heads of
thousands of people who had come
from Britain’s former Caribbean colonies between the 1950s and 70s.
Her remarks came not long after
Independent Group MP Angela
Smith referred to black and Asian
people as having a “funny tinge”.
The Tories’ racist attacks on
Muslims, migrants and refugees
have given a lease of life to older
forms of racism.
And they reinforce the need for a
mass movement against racism.

Tories suspended over Facebook remarks
THE TORIES were forced
to suspend 14 party
members last Wednesday
over allegations of
Islamophobia.
The members posted
comments in a Facebook
group for supporters of
bigoted Tory MP Jacob
Rees-Mogg and other
right wing groups.
One comment from
Charles Lamb, who
claimed to be a party
member, said, “A golden
rule in life is never do

Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk
Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”
Twitter @socialistworker

Tory Sajid Javid

business with Pakis or
Pykies”.
Lamb said he would
vote for Boris Johnson in
a leadership contest.
Johnson said Muslim
women who wear the
burqa look like “letter
boxes”.
The Tories’ racist
rhetoric and policies have
legitimised these sorts of
views.
At the Tory conference
last October Tory home
secretary Sajid Javid
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said Pakistani “culture”
played a role in some
recent child sexual abuse
scandals.
The revelations came
as the Tories confirmed
that they had suspended
Swale Borough Council
leader Andrew Bowles.
He shared a post on
Twitter protesting against
Nazi Tommy Robinson’s
recent ban from Facebook
and Instagram.
Longer version at
bit.ly/ToryIslamophobia

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ
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Cops investigate after officers beat unarmed man
A POLICE force has been made to
launch an investigation into its
officers after footage emerged of
a man being beaten.
The footage shows a white
cop hit a black man over the
head eight times with an object
believed to be a CS gas canister.
Other white officers restrain
the man, meaning he cannot
shield his head from the blows.
It shows a crutch strewn on
the floor before one officer
notices the incident being filmed
and shuts the door.
West Midlands Police has said
it is investigating. The case could
be referred to the Independent
Office for Police Conduct (IOPC),
the cops’ pet watchdog.
Shariff Athman said he filmed
the incident. “I had gone to
visit my friend after he came

Footage showed a white officer beating a black man

back from his honeymoon and
there was all this shouting and
screaming over the road,” he
said.
“I went over to investigate
what was going on—there were

some Turkish men outside.
“These days you can catch
everything on camera so I turned
it on and I was quite shocked at
what I saw.
“The emergency services are

people you think of to come and
help and protect you. Of course
they need to use reasonable
force. But he was repeatedly
hitting that man.
“Who knows what happened
when the door was closed.”
Officers allegedly told Athman
to “keep out of it”.
The footage is another
example of police brutality and
shows that institutional racism
still runs through public bodies.
The Tories are using reports
of knife crime to argue for more
police and more powers for the
police (see page 17).
And, unfortunately, the Labour
Party and many on the left have
fallen behind calls for more
police funding.
The solution is not more
police.

Trade unionists take action ahead of anti-racist protests
TRADE UNIONISTS held a day
of action on Monday ahead of
the Stand Up To Racism (SUTR)
national demonstrations in
London, Glasgow and Cardiff this
Saturday.
The FBU firefighters’ union
is one of the unions mobilising
for a delegation on the London
demonstration.
Riccardo la Torre, FBU Eastern
regional secretary, told Socialist
Worker that it would “very
publicly show that we’re against
the far right”.
“We’ll be marching with the
new FBU fire engine on the day,”

Royal Mail workers backing the anti-racist protests

he said. “Far right groups are
spreading the message that they
speak for the working class and
that will be a very visible rejection of it.”
At London Stansted Airport,
Royal Mail workers in the CWU
union held a group photo publicising the demonstration.
A big turnout on the protests
can give confidence to people to
take on racist arguments.
Riccardo said, “It’s not working
class people from other parts of
the world who are the problem,
it’s bosses and politicians.”
Longer version at bit.ly/Unions4Unity
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Reject racist
border rules
THE HOME Office should be
stripped of its responsibilities over
immigration policy, according to a
new report.
The Institute for Government
think tank warned that “an even
bigger crisis than Windrush” could
be coming over the European
Union (EU) Settlement Scheme.
The three million EU migrants
living in Britain have to sign up.
It recommended setting up a
new ministry to “meet the Brexit
challenge on immigration”.
The problem isn’t Home Office
incompetence but Britain’s racist
immigration rules.
Immigration controls divide
workers and make it harder to fight
the Tories and bosses.
Socialist Worker stands for open
borders.

Protests against racism
will take place around
the world between
16 and 23 March
For details go to
worldagainstracism.org
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Action over
climate set
to spread to
new schools
by SARAH BATES

THOUSANDS OF students across
Britain were preparing for huge
strikes this Friday to demand
urgent action on climate change.
They are part of the globally
c oordinated #FridaysForFuture
school walkout movement. The
strike was likely to hit thousands
of primary and secondary schools,
colleges and universities.
It follows a 20,000-strong
walkout in Britain last month. Now
even more students are organising
strikes in their schools.
Jess Maddison is a student at
Manor Community Academy in
Hartlepool. She was organising a
strike at her school and a regional
rally in nearby Middlesbrough.
Jess told Socialist Worker, “It’s
important to strike because it sends
the message that we’re all united in
cracking down on climate change.
“It’s a really pressing issue—you
only have to look outside and see
extreme weather conditions.
“It’s been 20 degrees in February,
then one week later, there’s huge
storms.
“You’ve got unbearable heat
across Europe, you’ve got polar ice
caps melting, and rising sea levels—
the consequences are catastrophic.”
The school students’ sense of
urgency has connected with many
joining in strikes for the first time—
and organising their own.
Ollie, a 16 year old student, spoke
to Socialist Worker about how he is
helping to organise the Youth Strike
4 Climate in Hereford.

Greed

“Children are growing up in a dying
world they can’t save. It’s a world
dying of greed,” he said. “We’re protesting to raise awareness that this
isn’t an issue that can be ignored any
longer.”
Students in Hereford will use the
strike day to speak to MPs and councillors about what they are planning
to do about the climate crisis.
“If even the youth of today are
aware what a severe emergency this
is and is taking action, then it begs
the question why aren’t politicians?”
asked Ollie.
The movement is throwing up all
sorts of questions about the most
effective way to combat climate
catastrophe. Jess, a vegan, became
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interested in climate change through
animal liberation activism.
“There’s a lot we can do on an
individual level, but the g
 overnment
has got to step in and declare a
climate emergency,” she argued.
Ollie agreed. “We can all individually make changes at home by
reducing meat consumption and the
amount of plastics we use,” he said.
“But it is ultimately up to the
governments in charge to move
to renewable energy sources and
limit deforestation, plastic use and
manufacturing.”
Edith, a student in Westminster,
central London, has been on
a nti-austerity, anti-Brexit and

anti-racist demonstrations before.

Special

But she said February’s strike rally
in Parliament Square was “quite
special—it felt like change was in
the air”.
She echoed many strikers when
she said her generation has a particular interesting in fighting the
threat of climate change.
The movement means “a lot for
young people, we finally feel part of
something and feel engaged,” she
said.
Theresa May blasted students for
“wasting lesson time” when they
struck in February.
But Edith said instead of criticising the strike, politicians should
“come to any sixth form and listen to
us and our ideas for policies”.
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Socialism is a chance to build a
sustainable world>>Page 15

SCHOOL STUDENTS took over central London during the climate strike last month	
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This is an international movement,
and it is quickly growing stronger
THE SCHOOL strikes set to take
place across the globe this Friday
were set to become one of the
largest actions for the climate
ever.
Over 1,000 events in
85 countries were planned.
Hundreds of thousands looked
set to strike together, with
32 countries joining the action
for the first time.
Bolivia, Costa Rica, Egypt,
Greece, Iceland, Kenya and
Pakistan are just some of the
countries where a strike was
planned for the first time.
Cyrus is part of UK Schools
Climate Network’s “expansion”
working group. He said he was
feeling “pretty positive”, adding,
“We’ve got some great stuff
moving forwards.
“We’re looking at how to
expand the movement and make
sure we get into schools and
colleges in every single region.”
This global aspect of the
movement is one of its strengths.
“We internationally coordinate
with other countries who are
striking, we’ve got people

Finlay Pringle goes to Strasbourg

setting up the movement in new
countries, and we’re doing things
together,” said Cyrus.
Representatives from
20 climate strikes spoke to
politicians and attended a debate
at the European Union Parliament
in Strasbourg, France, this week.
One of them, 11 year old
Finlay Pringle from Ullapool in
the Scottish Highlands, spoke to
Socialist Worker. “We’re going

to speak to the people who are
paid to look after us. They’re
doing nothing so we need to tell
them what to do and how do it,”
he said. Finlay has struck every
Friday with his sister Ella and her
friend Megan.
“We stand outside our school
and a lot of people say we should
be in school but I feel like we’re
learning more on our strike than
we do in the school,” he said.
He added, “Every country in
the world needs to starts doing
it, and then they’ll listen.”
One of the biggest strikes is set
to take place in Australia where
50 rallies are planned.
Students are demanding that
construction on the new Adani
coalmine is stopped, no new
fossil fuel projects are started,
and a transition to 100 percent
renewable energy by 2030.
Australian prime minister
Scott Morrison blasted the school
strikes last year.
“What we want is more
learning in schools, and less
activism”, he said after thousands
of students walked out.

Socialist Worker

Our collective strength
is the key to how we win
YOUNG PEOPLE—led
by teenagers—have
shown that taking
to the streets and
collective action will
be central to fighting
climate change.
The threat exists
on a global scale,
so the movement
will need to be big
enough to tackle it.
There needs to
be more action,
demonstrations
and strikes—and
they should involve
broader layers of
people.
It can’t be left to
striking teenagers
or small groups
of dedicated
activists, although
their struggles are
inspiring.
The fight for
the climate affects
everyone—and all
ordinary people share
an interest in fighting
together.
One of the best
ways to organise
action is through
trade unions.
They are
potentially able to
mobilise millions out
on the streets.
Workers could be
a powerful element
of the movement

WE CAN BE POWERFUL
WHEN WE FIGHT TOGETHER

A
A striker in Australia

for climate justice.
But there has been
precious little
practical support
unions, although
there are some signs
that workers could
join in the action.
In France, the CGT
union federation
supports the
demonstrations, and
said environmental
issues were
“inseparable from our
struggles”.
This week the
Australian Education
Union (AEU) joined
20 other unions and
released a national

statement supporting
the climate strikers.
“The AEU supports
the democratic
right of students to
take direct action,
giving voice to their
very real concerns
about the impacts
of climate change,
and protesting the
inaction by the
federal government,”
it said.
It’s not enough to
applaud the courage
of the school student
strikers—workers
should follow their
lead and fight for
similar action.

Rebellions across Britain
ACTIVISTS FROM the
Extinction Rebellion
group are organising
action in the lead up
to an “International
Rebellion” fortnight of
protests next month.
Campaigners
created a “sea of
blood” at Downing
Street last Saturday to
symbolise the “hellish
future if governments
don’t take emergency
action now”. Around
400 gathered in
central London to
spill 200 litres of
the mixture made of

WHAT
WHAT WE
WE THINK
THINK

MID THE stifling
narrowness of official
politics in Britain, there
are some very welcome
signs of change this

syrup, food colouring,
water and cornflour.
Activists also began
a walk from Land’s
End, Cornwall, to
London on Monday.
Organisers say up to
1,000 people will join
the walk, which is set
to arrive by 15 April.
In Colchester,
Essex, up to 300
activists held a rally
last Saturday and
marched through the
town centre.
It was led by a
coffin to symbolise
the mortal threat to

human and animal
species. Protesters
staged three “die-ins”.
Thirteen Extinction
Rebellion members
were arrested in
Edinburgh after
occupying the National
Museum of Scotland.
They were part of a
demonstration against
the Scottish Oil Club
annual dinner, hosted
at the museum.
Activists chained
themselves to railings
and dropped a banner
from the balcony of
the museum.

week.
It’s not the latest hyped and
spun manoeuvres over Brexit that
give hope, it’s the fact that tens of
thousands of people are going to
take to the streets.
On Friday school students were
set to spearhead a revolt over
climate change.
It couldn’t be more urgent.
Researchers at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology last week
produced a terrifying prediction.
They said that if it’s “business
as usual” then in 50 years’ time
well over half a billion people will
experience humid heat waves that
will kill even healthy people in the
shade within six hours.
Welcome to capitalism 2070.
On Saturday demonstrations
against racism will take place in
London, Glasgow and Cardiff
organised by Stand Up To
Racism—and by other groups in
cities across the world.
It won’t be the vile slogans of
the fascists that fill the streets.
Instead there will be a sense of
international fighting unity. There

is widespread fear and anger over
both climate chaos and over the
rise of racism and the far right.
But unless there is action, a sense
of paralysis and powerlessness
spreads.
Large numbers raging against
those in power and fighting back
gives collective confidence.
Marches can be a launchpad for
the larger protests and strikes that
can break the hold of those at the
top of society.
That is why everyone needs to
be part of energetically building
and supporting both mobilisations
this week. And we need many
more of them.
Constant surrenders never
win anything. It’s one of the most
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As analysts pick
over manoeuvres
in parliament,
austerity wrecks
people’s lives

D

for older people and the poor are
in the firing line.
Medicaid and Medicare face
cuts of £1.13 trillion and
£639 billion respectively.
The announcement raises the
prospect of a shutdown—where
government departments are
closed and workers go unpaid—if
the vote does not go through on
1 October.
The budget met with
opposition from the Democrats,
some of which was more strident
than other bits.

Climate scientist
Heleen de Connick,
a lead author of last
year’s IPCC report,
spoke to the crowd.
“I would like to tell
you that you can solve
the whole problem
by adjusting your
personal behaviour.
“But unfortunately
it’s not enough” she

said. “You cannot
change on your own
where the chemical
industry gets its raw
materials from and you
cannot change on your
own what kind of fuel
an aircraft uses. System
changes are required to
stay below a one and a
half degrees rise in the
planet’s temperature.”

The potential for workers’
struggle played a role in ending the
last shutdown.
The budget announcement
comes in the context of huge
strikes sweeping the education
sector in the US.
And workers in other sections
of the economy are looking to
them.
When Trump next comes to
Britain—as he is expected to later
this year—then demonstrations
against him can feed into the
outrage at his racist wall.

Socialist Worker

40,000 march in Amsterdam
AROUND 40,000
marched in Amsterdam
last Saturday to
demand urgent climate
action, in the first
demo of its kind.
Much of the
Netherlands already
sits below sea
level, and will be
particularly vulnerable
to rising sea levels.

frustrating and inexcusable aspects
of the slurs against the Labour
Party’s leaders that instead of
hitting back they simply capitulate
to many of the false arguments
thrown at them.
That leaves the initiative with
people such as deputy leader Tom
Watson, and it leads to retreats
such as the abandonment of free
movement for workers.
But this flows from the logic
of the “unity of Labour” and of
prioritising elections.
Rather than confront the
Labour right, or be accused of
failing to look like a government in
waiting, Labour’s left shrinks from
urging mass resistance.
Whatever happens now over
Brexit, the grinding reality of
austerity continues. As analysts
pick over the latest scheming in
parliament, millions of ordinary
people’s lives are being wrecked.
The trade unions and the
Labour Party have to fight much
harder, and when they don’t
activists have to try to fill the gaps.
To guide such movements
we argue for a different sort
of politics—revolutionary
socialist politics that can offer an
alternative to the disasters and
cruelties of capitalism.

RESIST RACIST TRUMP
ONALD TRUMP is again
holding ordinary people in
the US to ransom in a bid to
get billions in funding for his brutal
border wall with Mexico.
On Sunday the racist US
president unveiled a new federal
budget. It spells out a war on the
poor.
Included are major increases for
the armed forces, and £6.5 billion
for his wall.
The money will come from a
5 percent spending cut from many
services. Healthcare programmes

For daily updates and the stories
that matter: socialistworker.co.uk

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and get the
latest news every day.
For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go to
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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Women lead
millions out
on strike for
equality
International Women’s Day saw mass
actions in the Spanish state, Greece
and Belgium says Sadie Robinson
SIX MILLION workers joined
a two-hour strike across the
Spanish state last Friday to
demand equal pay and rights for
women.
The action, on International
Women’s Day, saw massive demonstrations in many cities.
According to official figures up
to 375,000 protested in Madrid and
220,000 in Valencia.
Protesters in Madrid’s Puerta
del Sol square chanted, “We want
your respect—we don’t want your
compliments.”
Hotel cleaners and civil service
workers joined a protest in nearby
Cibeles Square.
There were tens of thousands
protesting in Bilbao in the Basque
country. Ainhoa, a member of the
Marx21 socialist organisation,
told Socialist Worker, “There were
masses of people on the march.
“Even when it finished there were
still masses of people arriving.”
Antea, a member of the feminist assembly and Anticapitalist
Collective of Burgos, was protesting in Burgos in northern Spain.
She told Socialist Worker, “We have
addressed several issues.
“A rally in front of the hospital demanded public health that
includes the demands of women, to
ensure the right to abortion.

Courts

“We also made a stop in front of
the courts demanding an end to the
patriarchal justice that condemns
and blames us.
“And we picketed clothing stores
to highlight sweatshop labour used
in making clothes.”
The CCOO union federation said
the strike was over 80 percent solid
in universities, involving education
workers and students.
It estimated that 61 percent of
students and workers in secondary
schools struck, along with 42 percent of those in primary schools.
Marina Morante from Marx21 in
Barcelona told Socialist Worker that
“class demands” were part of the
action. “These include the defence

BACK STORY

The strikes on 8 March marked
International Women’s Day
(IWD)
lIWD was first set up by
revolutionary socialists
lThey wanted to celebrate
struggles by working class
women
lBosses and our rulers want to
depoliticise IWD and obscure its
radical history
lStrikes in Belgium, Greece and
the Spanish state showed the
best way to reclaim IWD’s roots

of public education and health, as
well as the public pension system,
which is under threat,” she said.
In Greece workers struck in
Athens, Thessaloniki and Chania in
Crete.
Strikers focused on the impact
that austerity has had on women,
and demanded more funding for
services and an end to unequal pay.
Argyri Erotokritou is a junior
doctor at the General Hospital in
Athens. She told Socialist Worker,
“The strike was a big success and
had a huge impact. It’s the first
strike we have had on the issue of
women’s oppression.
“The union federations called a
three-hour stoppage under pressure
from the rank and file.
“Hospital cleaners who are facing
sackings were at the head of our
demonstration in Athens, mostly
women.
“The unions need to keep taking
up women’s demands. Many workers agreed that 8 March is not the
end—the movement is continuing.”
In Belgium thousands took part
in the country’s first ever national
women’s strike. Protests hit at least
a dozen cities including Brussels,
Antwerp, Liege, Gent and Leuven.



On other pages...
What is socialism?
>>Pages 10&11

STRIKERS IN Barcelona

New challenges for Algerian protesters
by ALISTAIR FARROW

PROTESTERS demanding that
Algerian president Abdelaziz
Bouteflika doesn’t run for a
fifth consecutive election saw a
change in the regime’s tactics.
Bouteflika has announced he
will not seek re-election—but
also postponed elections.
Hundreds of thousands of
people marched in the capital
Algiers and other towns and cities
last Friday.
Now it is important the protests
continue against Bouteflika’s
attempt to cut off people’s anger
at a deeply unequal society.
There is 30 percent youth
unemployment in Algeria and a

FIGURE IT OUT
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thousand LBD rubber
bullet and “flashball”
shots fired by police
and other state forces
since the beginning
of the Yellow Vest
movement four
months ago this week

21
5

	protesters have been
blinded in one eye by
police assaults

is the number of
		 hands torn apart

third of its population is under
30 years old.
This is a lethal combination
for the government.
Workers’ action forced to
Bouteflika to withdraw his
candidacy. Teachers’ strikes shut
down schools, and a national
teachers’ strike was set to take
place on Wednesday.
Dock workers staged a
walkout and some textile
workers have been on indefinite
strike since 27 February. And
workers from the country’s
energy sector joined mass
walkouts on Sunday.
The working class asserting its
own independent demands is the
way to get rid of the old regimes
for good.

Protester in Algeria

Big push by the Yellow Vests
THE FRENCH Yellow
Vest movement and
organised workers in
the trade unions face
a big test.
This Saturday is
set to see a major
national push by
the Yellow Vests to
turn out the biggest
possible numbers
in Paris to mark the
end of president
Emmanuel Macron’s
fake “great debate”.
It’s seen a

movement that began
over the price of
fuel become a major
social confrontation
with the government
and with neoliberal,
pro-business policies.
A national strike,
called by four big
union groupings
and the student and
school students’
unions, is set for next
Tuesday.
Agnes was one of
the women who took

part in the Du Pain et
Des Roses (Bread and
Roses) section of the
Toulouse march last
Saturday.
She told Socialist
Worker, “We wanted
to say that women
cannot be excluded
from anything and we
want to make a mark
on the direction of the
Yellow Vests.
“We fight sexism
alongside other social
struggles.”
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Parliament
votes won’t
solve Tory
Brexit crisis
There is still time to put forward
anti-racist arguments over Brexit,
argues Tomáš Tengely-Evans
THERESA MAY was forced to
bring her Brexit deal back to parliament on Tuesday after months
of delays.
But the Tory prime minister
looked likely to suffer yet another
parliamentary defeat as Socialist
Worker went to press.
She claimed to have won “legally
binding” changes relating to
Northern Ireland at 11th hour talks
with EU negotiators on Monday
night.
The border with Ireland has scuppered previous attempts to win support for the deal. With the Tories split
into hostile factions, May long ago
lost a real parliamentary majority.
She has had to appease the
right wing Brexiteer backbenchers
and the bigots of the Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP). Both said that
they wouldn’t back May’s deal.
If it doesn’t pass, MPs were
expected to vote on ruling out a

“no-deal Brexit” on Wednesday
and extending the Article 50 Brexit
process on Thursday. Whatever the
outcome of the votes, the government’s troubles are far from over.

Deeper

Tory splits and parliamentary
impasse flow from deeper divisions
over big business and bigotry. The
CBI bosses’ group piled pressure
onto MPs to back May’s deal ahead
of the vote on Tuesday.
John Allan, CBI president and
Tesco supermarket chairman, made
a panicked plea at the annual business leaders’ dinner last week. “Our
message to politicians is clear—
unite around the prime minister’s
deal,” he said. “Or unite around
something—urgently.”
Most British bosses want to stay
in the EU because it allows them to
compete with bigger rivals such as
China.
And the rules of the EU’s single
market restrict a Labour government’s ability to nationalise whole
industries and run them as public
services. The Tories understand
this as the party of big business. But
May has also made a play for right

BACK STORY

Getting Brexit through
parliament has been a disaster
for Theresa May
lHer deal was rejected by 230
votes in January
lIt was the biggest government
defeat in the Commons ever
lMay has united supporters of
Leave and Remain against her
lShe’s desperate to push this
deal though
lIn February she offered cash for
towns that voted Leave

wing, racist votes by promising to
dump freedom of movement for
migrants.
The Tories plan a host of vicious
attacks against migrants. But pressure forced the British government to promise that EU migrants
already living in Britain could stay.
And outrage forced them to
scrap the £65 charge to apply for
the EU Settlement Scheme.
Tory retreats show that a racist
clampdown is not an inevitable
part of Brexit—and can be resisted.
The options of “soft Brexit” or
“hard Brexit”—deal or no-deal
Brexit—are all false choices for
working class people.
The Brexit deal will be a bad
deal so long as it is based on Tory
policies of austerity and racism.
The left should put forward an
anti-austerity and anti-racist vision
for Brexit based around slogans such
as, “Yes to freedom of movement”
and “No to the single market”.
The inaction of Labour and the
union leaders has helped make
working class people into spectators of parliamentary manoeuvres.
To break through that there
needs to be more action on the
streets, campuses and workplaces
to drive out the whole Tory regime.
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MAY CLAIMED victory in last minute talks, but her nightmare was far from over	
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Pushed into poverty by cruel benefit
freeze—scrap this vile government
TORY CHANCELLOR Philip
Hammond’s spring statement this
week follows a decision from MPs
last week to continue with a freeze
on many benefits.
The freeze means claimants’
income stays the same while the
cost of living goes up—meaning
people have less to spend in real
terms.
Between 2016 and 2020 the
freeze will have affected more
than 27 million people and pushed
400,000 into poverty.
Universal Credit claimant Emma
told Socialist Worker that trying
to survive on the benefit is a
“constant struggle”.
“The cuts have had a
detrimental effect on my health,”
she said. “My oven broke and I
have no money to replace it. I can’t
pay for necessary domestic care or
decent food to maintain a healthy
diet. This plays a big part in my
wellbeing as a disabled person.”
Even MPs have admitted that
the freeze is “cruel”. A Work and
Pensions Committee report this
week said the overwhelming
majority of those hit by the freeze
can’t work.
Some 82 percent of those
affected aren’t expected to look for

work due to health issues or caring
responsibilities.
This exposes the lies that
claimants are too lazy to work
and that attacks on benefits
“incentivise” people into jobs. The
report said the freeze is hitting
“single mothers with newborn
babies and people with serious
health conditions”.

Neglect

Some families have been left
with so little money that their
children were taken into care due
to neglect. And because claimants
can’t work they have “no way to
escape the cap”.
Just five out of every 100
households affected by the cap
have moved into work.
Unfortunately the report
calls for the benefit freeze to
continue for claimants seeking
work. The freeze is aimed at
making life harder for poor
and working class people—it
needs to be scrapped.
It’s hypocrisy for the
Tories to attack
people for not
working. Over one
million public
sector jobs went Philip Hammond
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between 2010 and June 2017
because of cuts, privatisation and
outsourcing, according to the GMB
union.
The money’s there to give
everyone a decent standard of
living. But disgracefully the Tories
are holding onto it.
Hammond bragged on Radio 4’s
Today programme this week of
having “fiscal reserves”. “Public
finances have improved very
significantly over the last couple of
years,” he said.
But he is using Brexit as an
excuse to keep hammering the
poor. According to the Sunday
Times, Hammond has £15 billion
in a no-deal contingency fund.
Hammond said if money is spent
“dealing with the disruption of
a no-deal exit” it can’t be
spent on services.
“People need to
remember this bunch
of clowns are supposed
to work for us,” said
Emma. “Austerity is
killing people and the
Tories have blood
on their hands.
It’s simple—this
government needs
to go.”
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Does money make
the world go round?
WHAT IS Modern Monetary Theory (MMT) and why
should anyone care? In the past few weeks discussion of
this obscure economic school has gone viral, from the
New York Times to Jacobin magazine.
The interest was sparked off by Alexandria Ocasio‑Cortez,
the left wing Democrat who last year won a House of
Representatives seat in New York away from the party’s
conservative establishment.
Soon after arriving in Washington Ocasio-Cortez helped
unveil a “Green New Deal”, a massive programme of reforms
and public works to combat climate change. Of course,
mainstream politicians have asked where the money—on
one estimate £5 trillion a year—would come from.
Ocasio-Cortez’s advisers responded by invoking MMT.
This is a theory that ultimately derives from the ideas of John
Maynard Keynes. He challenged the free-market orthodoxy
that still dominates economics today and in particular the
assumption that a market economy, if left alone, will achieve
full employment.
Keynes insisted that intervention by the state was
necessary to ensure full employment. MMT supporters take
this a bit further.
They argue that money is created by the state, in
particular to provide its subjects with a means of paying
taxes. This means that the state can finance its activities, not
simply by taxing or borrowing, but by printing new money.
So the US state could pay for the Green New Deal this way.
But economists of almost every persuasion object that
if too much money is pumped into the economy the result
will be an increase in inflation. Despite a certain amount
of double-talk, MMT supporters accept this, but argue
that higher inflation can be avoided if the extra spending
stimulates sufficient increased production.

Problems

There are two problems with MMT. The first is that it shares
with mainstream neoliberal economics the idea that the state
creates money. For neoliberalism too much money creation
threatens inflation. For MMT, sufficient money creation can
achieve full employment.
But the underlying idea is false. Karl Marx understood
that in modern capitalism money is increasingly created
through the credit system.
These days this means banks create money when they
issue loans and allow overdrafts. As Keynes knew what
matters is not so much the supply as the demand for money.
In other words, workers and capitalists borrow to
finance, respectively, consumption and investment. The
state underwrites this process of money creation but doesn’t
control it. Margaret Thatcher’s government in the 1980s
completely failed in its efforts to control the money supply.
But equally creating money won’t necessarily produce
economic growth. If firms don’t want to invest, creating new
money won’t make them change their minds.
This brings us to the second problem with MMT.
As the Marxist blogger Michael Roberts points out, it
ignores how value is created by workers in the process of
production. Capitalists appropriate some of this value in
the form of profits. If these profits aren’t high enough, they
won’t invest, however much new money is created.
We’ve had a practical proof of this in the past few years
with the policy of quantitative easing (QE) pursued by the
major central banks since the crash.
This has involved putting new money into the banks. This
stabilised the financial system, but it hasn’t kick-started a
new phase of economic growth. It also hasn’t, contrary to
some neoliberal predictions, caused inflation to take off.
So sluggish are the US and European economies that
the central banks have retreated from their plans to phase
out QE. This reflects the fact that, as Roberts and his
collaborators demonstrate in a new book, World in Crisis,
profitability remains low.
What MMT ignores, like the Keynesian thought from
which it derives, is that capitalist economies are defined by
the conflict of the production process and ultimately by the
class struggle between bosses and workers.
It is this that determines the rate of profit that regulates
the system. If profitability is too low, no monetary tricks can
overcome this.

BINYAMIN NETANYAHU at an election rally

‘Israel is for Jewish people
alone,’ says Netanyahu
by NICK CLARK

ISRAELI PRIME minis‑
ter Binyamin Netanyahu
confirmed last week that
Israel—the state founded on
Palestinian land—doesn’t
belong to its Palestinian
citizens.
Responding to criticism
of the racist election cam‑
paign run by his Likud party,
Netanyahu said that “Israel is
not a state of all its citizens.”
“Israel is the nation state of
the Jewish people—and only
it,” he said.
He pointed to the Nation
State Law—passed by his gov‑
ernment last year—that said
only Jewish people have the
right to self-determination
there.

Derided

Actor Rotem Sela criticised
Likud’s election campaign,
which has repeatedly derided
its opponents by accusing
them of seeking support from
Arab parties.
“What’s the problem with
the Arabs?” Sela asked. “God
in heaven, there are also Arab
citizens in this country. When
the hell will somebody in the
government let the Israeli
public know that Israel is a
state of all its citizens and that
all people are born equal?”
But Netanyahu responded,
“Israel is not the state of all its
citizens. According to Basic
Law that we passed, Israel is

the nation-state of the Jewish
people—and its alone.”
The law—a “basic law”
treated as part of Israel’s
constitution—implicitly
denies the same rights to
Palestinians who have lived
there since before Israel was
founded in 1948.

Although it has been
c riticised in Israel, it reaffirms
the racist nature of a state
built on the expulsion and
exclusion of Arabs.
Hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians were expelled
to ensure that Israel had
a Jewish ethnic majority

Labour investigated
THE LABOUR Party
faces an investigation
into antisemitism by
a government human
rights group. The
action was prompted
by people who say it
is antisemitic to call
Israel a racist state.
The Equality
and Human Rights
Commission (EHRC) says
it will contact the Labour
Party over complaints
of antisemitism.
The announcement
was treated by some
critics of Labour’s left
wing leadership as
proof that the party is
antisemitic, although
an investigation has
not yet even begun.
The EHRC said it
was preparing
to examine
Labour
after the
Campaign
Jeremy Corbyn

Against Antisemitism
(CAA) submitted a
dossier of evidence to it.
On its website the CAA
classes anti‑Zionism—
opposition to Israel’s
founding ideology
that justifies racism
against Palestinians—
as antisemitism.
It has also organised
protests where Labour
leader Jeremy Corbyn
was compared to Hitler.
And it has accused
the Palestine Solidarity
Campaign as being
fuelled by antisemitism.
The CAA submitted
its complaints to the
EHRC in November
last year—after
Labour adopted
a definition of
antisemitism
that rules
out calling
Israel a racist
state.

at its foundation in 1948.
Racist laws, violence and
discrimination ensure that
Palestinians are kept margin‑
alised as Israel’s occupation
of the Palestinian West Bank
and East Jerusalem deepens.
Netanyahu’s Likud
party has thrived amid the
racist atmosphere against
Palestinians.
Netanyahu won Israel’s
last elections in 2015, calling
on his supporters to turn out
and vote for Likud because
“Arab voters are coming out
in droves.”

Governs

As the row erupted, the
Palestinian Authority (PA)—
which governs limited
areas of the West Bank—
announced it was cutting the
salaries of its employees.
The fifty percent pay cut
was blamed on a decision
by the Israeli government to
withhold funding to the PA.
Last July the Israeli gov‑
ernment voted to take £230
million a year from the PA’s
budget.
Israel collects taxes on
behalf of the PA as part of a
supposed “peace deal” signed
in 1993. It’s one example of
how it has used the occupa‑
tion to cement its control
over Palestinian land.
Join the Palestine Solidarity
Campaign day of action events
on 30 March. Go to
bit.ly/ExistResistReturn to find
a protest near you.
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Just a
thought...

Requiem
for the
‘American
dream’

Olivia Alessi
East London

Tory bribes
over Brexit
I LIKED Charlie Kimber’s
article (Socialist Worker,
6 March) outlining the
increasing difficulty that
Theresa May faces in
getting her Brexit bill
through parliament.
May’s promise to cough
up paltry amounts in an
effort to get Labour MPs
onside highlights the
contempt that May holds for
Labour and the wider
working class.
Here in north east
England when Redcar steel
works closed thousands of
lives were devastated.
And still nothing has
been done to improve
workers’ lives.

Dave Tate
Durham

Don’t miss
Nae Pasaran

Illustration: Tim Sanders

I WAS in San Francisco in
the United States recently.
I was deeply shocked by
how the disparity between
the very few rich and the
very many poor was so
visible and tangible.
Wandering in the rich
financial district you could
see workers at multi-billion
dollar tech companies
walking alongside the many
rough sleepers. These
people are left to their
health issues and their
desperate conditions as if
they are a “fact of life”.
Years of service cuts and
privatisation have created a
situation you wouldn’t
expect to see in the “richest”
country in the world.
The failures of capitalism
are so blatant, so obvious
and so brutal that they can’t
be swept under the carpet
anymore.
It is crystal clear that the
“American dream” is
attained by ever-smaller
numbers.
Lack of decent funding
for basic needs in public
schools in the state led
Oakland teachers to strike.
These strikes have been
not only successful but also
inspirational—other
teachers followed the lead.
This success and support
should encourage a wider
layer of the US working
class to push for a real
system change. This change
is much needed, not just in
the US but globally.

How should we approach
Birmingham school protest?
MANY OF us in Birmingham were
unhappy with the headline
“Bigotry makes school drop
LGBT+ lessons” (Socialist Worker,
6 March).
This appears to label the parents
at Parkfield Community School as
homophobic bigots and is not
helpful to those of us on the
ground working to win people to a
different position.
We support lessons on diversity
in all our schools and totally
oppose any homophobic placards
and leaflets, some of which have
been evident on the protests.
However Parkfield has to be
seen against the background of
Trojan Horse, Prevent and the
weaponisation of “British values”
as a test of radicalisation.
This is a more than 99 percent
Muslim-intake primary school,
now with Christian leadership, in
an area where Muslim parents and
leaders have been effectively
removed from all involvement in
running local schools.
We have been to both parents’
meetings and a meeting of LGBT+
activists.
Neither were easy but parents
listened when we said that their
leaflets were homophobic and the
LGBT+ activists started by talking
about “the mob” and “hate crime”
but ended with some wanting to
meet parents from the school.
We have pulled together a
meeting with people from both
communities.
There is no automatic unity of
the oppressed, it has to be forged
from below and that is what we
are trying to do.
We may not succeed but we will

Is this how to deal with LGBT+issues?

do everything we can to stop
division from escalating as this is
not in the interests of the working
class.
Equality has to be won from
below not imposed from above.

Geoff Dexter, Mirfat Sulaiman, Fatima Hickson,
Sharon Campion, David Hughes, Doug Morgan,
Bridget Parsons, Alistair Wingate
Birmingham

n THE ASSISTANT headteacher
from Birmingham, Andrew Moffat,
is absolutely right to introduce a
fully inclusive gay and trans Sex
and Relationships Education (SRE)
programme in his school.
Socialists should support him in
this.
But he had made some serious
errors. The school needs to assure
parents that there is no link
between the No Outsiders
programme and the government’s
Prevent programme.
But it would be disastrous for the
school to back down on the
delivery of inclusive SRE.
All schools regardless of parental
views, should teach about LGBT+
rights and relationships. Moffat

faces an attack from some Muslims
who do not believe that children
should be taught about LGBT+
relationships. They have been
joined by right wing Christians and
even the fascist Nick Griffin has
given his support.
Education secretary Damian
Hinds has tweeted that whilst SRE
will be compulsory, it will not
include gay or trans relationships.
This is the old Tory anti-gay
Section 28 in all but name.
It is wrong for parents to
withdraw their children from
Moffat’s school in protest.
All children have the right to
understand LGBT+ issues.
Young LGBT+ people growing
up should know that they are as
valuable as anybody else and their
sexuality is not something to feel
ashamed about.
Every LGBT+ teacher is watching
what is happening at Parkfield and
if the parents’ campaign wins out,
this will be a defeat for the LGBT+
movement.
LGBT+ teachers will be more
afraid and less confident to fight for
liberation. So will LGBT+ pupils.
Socialists need to engage with
the parents patiently, but they must
do so while attempting to change
their minds.
We think the campaign is based
on homophobia—so we disagree
with it.
Whenever there is a racist attack,
we actively oppose it. Whenever
the fascists mobilise, we mobilise
against them. But we will also
stand firm against homophobia,
wherever it comes from.

Jess Edwards and Michael Dance
London
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I’D RECOMMEND Nae
Pasaran, the film about
the remarkable story of
Scottish workers at the
Rolls Royce factory in
East Kilbride.
They took a very
courageous stand with the
people of Chile after the
1973 coup. They refused
to service the Hawker
Hunter jet engines used
by the regime.
It’s a must-see film
and is available on BBC
iPlayer for a few more
days.
Pauline Wheat-Bowen
By e mail

Climate change
is the key issue
I ENJOY your coverage of
environmental chaos—and
the fightback against it.
But you are still
making a very important
mistake. In terms of
campaigning, meetings
and agitation, climate
questions are the only
ones that matter.
Getting a better pay
deal will be meaningless
if we don’t act soon.
Paula Hughes
Gloucester

Guardian is
blocking truth
JUST WHAT has
happened to the
Guardian newspaper?
Nobody is allowed
to make comments
that criticise the Israeli
government. It doesn’t
seem to matter if
snipers shoot unarmed
Palestinian children.
Hugh Moss
Harrogate

Lord Falconer
helped scabs
I DON’T want Lord
Falconer looking into
antisemitism complaints
in the Labour Party.
He was best chums
with Tony Blair. And he
worked for the British
Coal bosses to help break
up the NUM union and
recognise the scab UDM
after the 1984-5 strike
Ann Jenkins
Cardiff

Tories make us
die far earlier
LIFE EXPECTANCY for
65 year-olds in Britain
has fallen by five months.
What a sorry tribute to
austerity. And doesn’t it
call into question a rising
pensions age?
Bob Hillier
Nottingham
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As thousands take to the streets to
fight for climate action and against
racism, Tomáš Tengely-Evans and
Alistair Farrow look at what kind
of society can fight the injustices of
capitalism

times more likely to be referred to
the Prevent programme.
Because oppression is part
and parcel of capitalist society, it
takes more than changing people’s
individual ideas to get real change.
To get rid of oppression once and
for all, rather than just pushing it
back temporarily, we need to get rid
of the rotten society that creates it.

What would a
socialist society
be like?
SOCIALISM IS a society based on
meeting the needs of people and
planet, not maximising the profits of
the rich. It would mean a radically
democratic society, with ordinary
people collectively running things
for themselves.
It’s hard to know what socialism
would be like exactly, but looking
back at big struggles against the
system gives us an idea.
A socialist society would be one
where items are produced because
they are needed, rather than
because they are profitable.
It would mean an end to a system
where millions of people struggle to
make ends meet while the rich sit
on piles on money.
Ordinary people would
collectively own big industries,
services and banks—and decide
democratically how to use the
Earth’s resources.
Central to socialism is the idea
that ordinary people should run
every aspect of society through their
own democratic organisations.
This means the mass of ordinary
people—workers, students and
unemployed—would get to elect
their own bodies to make decisions
about how society is run.
Such organisations have
developed organically in each big
uprising against capitalism.
But socialism isn’t something that’s
going to be won by a small group of
revolutionaries with berets and guns.
It also won’t be won through
MPs in parliament—some call this
“socialism from above”.
It will have to be fought for by a
mass movement of ordinary people
who want to challenge capitalism
and fight for something better.
This “socialism from below”
would be a huge democratic
process.
In our capitalist society, working
class people are dismissed as too
stupid or selfish to decide how
to run things. We are told we
need “experts” to do this for us.

AMAZON BILLIONAIRE Jeff Bezos

But it’s the knowledge, skills and
experience of ordinary people that
allow capitalism to function.
For instance, who knows
more about running a hospital?
It’s not the private management
consultants, but the nurses, doctors
and other health workers.
In a socialist society, health
workers would get to decide how
hospitals are run—and important
decisions about patient care and
working conditions wouldn’t be left
to the bosses.
Under capitalism, a tiny minority
of billionaires and corporations
make decisions that affect millions
of people.
But capitalism isn’t an
inevitable feature of human
society.
People have organised
themselves in different ways
in the past, and they can
again in the future.

How can
we win
socialism?

I
S
S
T
A
WH and OwoCrk IALISM ?

MANY PEOPLE call themselves
socialists—from Bernie Sanders
in the US to Jeremy Corbyn in
Britain.
Some socialists are influenced
by the ideas of Karl Marx.
Marx was a revolutionary
writer and activist who worked
to understand how capitalism
functioned—and how workers
can overthrow it. For Marxists,

Who knows more about running a hospital than people who work in one?
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revolution is key to changing
society.
This would mean ordinary
people using their collective
power to change society in a
fundamental way.
The people at the top of society
are terrified of this happening—
the rich and powerful fear
anything that threatens their
power and profits.
A revolutionary movement
would include the mass of
ordinary people struggling
together to make it impossible for
the rich to rule as before.
There will need to be mass
strikes and protests that unite
workers against the bosses.
Right wing people say that
revolutions have to be violent.
But there’s nothing more violent
than the wars of the present
system. And history shows that

can it

?

Join the fight

Can socialism
work?

For Karl Marx revolution was key

violence occurs in revolutionary
movements when the army and
police turn on protesters.
Why shouldn’t ordinary people
be able to take to the streets, not
just the ballot boxes at election
time, and decide how society is
run?

Like what you’ve read? You
can join or find out more
about the Socialist Workers
Party here:
Twitter @socialistworker
and @SWP_Britain
Facebook Socialist Worker
(Britain) and Socialist
Workers Party
Instagram socialist_
workers_party
Web socialistworker.co.uk
and swp.org.uk
Email enquiries@swp.org.uk
Phone 020 7840 5600
Write to PO Box 74955,
London E16 9EJ

THE RUSSIAN Revolution in 1917
was a genuine socialist revolution
where working class people seized
power for themselves.
It showed that workers were
capable of destroying the old
capitalist order and building and
running a new society.
It meant a country of over 150
million people was under the
control of workers. Workers took
over factories, and peasants took
control of land from landowners.
But right wingers have spent the
past century using it as an example
of why socialism can’t work.
The Bolshevik party, which had
given leadership to the revolution,
always argued that it’s impossible to

have socialism in one country.
But socialist revolution failed to
break through in other countries,
leaving Russia isolated. Meanwhile,
Britain and 13 other armies invaded
Russia.
The Red Army in Russia was
organised and led by workers. It
repelled the invaders but the war
devastated the working class that
had made the revolution.
This left a small number of state
officials with huge amounts of
power. These bureaucrats developed
into a new layer of powerful rulers
under Joseph Stalin.
Many countries have called
themselves “socialist” or
“communist” since then.
But Socialist Worker always
argued those societies were not
socialist because socialism is about
working class people having control.
The experience of Russia a

century ago doesn’t mean that
socialism is doomed to fail—but it
does show the rich and powerful
will throw everything at stopping it.

Can the Labour
Party win
a socialist
society?
JEREMY CORBYN has captured
the imagination of hundreds of
thousands of people who have
flocked into Labour since his
leadership election in 2015.
But Labour isn’t a vehicle for
bringing about socialism. Its
strategy is focused on reforming
capitalism through parliament,
rather than overthrowing the

system entirely. Real power
doesn’t lie in parliament. It lies
with unelected bankers and big
businesses, who use it to pressure
governments.
That’s why we need struggle
on the streets, campuses and
workplaces to pile pressure on
MPs, but also to take on the power
of the bosses. Corbyn’s vision of
socialism is very different to the
one held by Marxists.
Reformists want to win changes
within the current system, rather
than winning a different system.
Reforms through parliament
don’t challenge existing social and
economic structures. And they
leave power in the hands of MPs
and bosses.
Even the most left wing Labour
MPs want to implement “socialism
from above”.
“Socialism from below” would
be built by the group of workers
who had built resistance strong
enough to overthrow capitalism.
Revolutionaries unite with other
workers to fight for reforms. This
also helps create a layer of people
who could run a new society.
But the establishment will fight
any major reforms to their system.
Just look at how Corbyn is
treated in the mainstream media
and by his enemies inside the
Labour Party.
A more radical solution—
revolution—is needed
to overcome such strong
opposition to real change.

Is socialism just
about workers?
SOCIALISM WILL mean an end to
racism, sexism, transphobia and
every other form of oppression that
exists under capitalism.
Oppression isn’t natural and it
hasn’t always existed.
It is constantly driven from the
top of society. It serves the bosses’
interests because it divides workers
against each other, and encourages
ordinary people to blame each other
from their problems.
Our rulers give the impression
that the solution to oppression is
individuals changing their opinions,
not changing society.
Every instance of oppressive
behaviour and language should be
challenged—but doing that isn’t
enough to get rid of it.
Oppression is systemic and built
into the way capitalism is organised.
For instance, tax breaks are given
to married couples to reinforce the
idea of the nuclear family.
Black people made up 43 percent
of stop and searches in London last
year, yet only make up 15 percent of
the population.
And if you’re a Muslim you’re 50

School climate strikers last month

How do we
fight back?
THE SOCIALIST Workers Party
is a revolutionary socialist
organisation.
Revolutionaries are a small
minority most of the time, even at
the start of revolutionary periods.
But they organise to promote
arguments and tactics that can
push the movement forwards.
Revolutionaries fight for these
ideas in the wider movement.
This can be in trade unions, on
demonstrations, or in universities
and colleges.
A revolutionary party is very
different from other political
parties. It’s not like the Labour
Party’s “broad church” that can
have both Diane Abbott and
warmonger Tony Blair in it.
In a revolutionary organisation,
there is general agreement among
members over ideas and activities.
This makes the party more
effective at working to achieve the
aims it has democratically agreed
upon.
Being organised in a
revolutionary party makes it
easier to organise protests, strikes
and campaigns.
And it builds up a layer of
people with experience of fighting
back and challenging the system.
In a revolutionary situation,
with the government of the
capitalist state teetering on the
brink, there is a lot of confusion.
People debate the way forward
as seismic events take place
around them.
In these situations
revolutionary parties can look
back at the lessons of the past to
see what should be done next—
and avoid repeating mistakes.
And the party can organise to
put such arguments into the wider
movement.
Revolutions, such as the
one that took place in Egypt in
2011, are the product of a vastly
unequal society. Their success
rests partly on the level of
organisation within the working
class.
Becoming a revolutionary today
strengthens the fight for a better
world tomorrow.
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.
INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION
Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and d emocratically plans how they
are used.
REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.
It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.
THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and
judiciary cannot be taken over
and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism
and are designed to protect the
ruling class against the workers.
The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’ state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
a workers’ militia.
At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.
Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.
INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide s truggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.
We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.
We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.
We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.We support all genuine
national liberation movements.
The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.
In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
a similar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.
We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.We are for an end
to all forms of discrimination
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people.
We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.
THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in p ractice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own i nterests.
We have to build a rank and file
movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16
or go to www.swp.org.uk
or phone 020 7840 5602 for
more information

WHAT’S ON

Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

WORKER
{ SOCIALIST
PUBLIC MEETINGS }
GLASGOW

Know your enemy—alt-right,
the far right and fascists
Thu 21 Mar, 7pm,
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
LONDON: HACKNEY

Know your enemy—alt-right,
the far right and fascists
Thu 4 Apr, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd
(corner Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON:WEST & NORTH WEST

Crime, class and
capitalism—why are young
people killing each other?
Thu 21 Mar, 7.30pm,
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ

WORKER
{ SOCIALIST
BRANCH MEETINGS }
Weekly meetings to discuss
political issues and our local
interventions. All welcome.
BARNSLEY

The lost revolution—
Germany 1918-1923
Thu 21 Mar, 6.30pm,
YMCA,
Blucher St,
S70 1AP
BIRMINGHAM

A Marxist History of
the Labour Party
Wed 20 Mar, 7pm,
Birmingham LGBT Centre,
38/40 Holloway Circus,
B1 1EQ

STRIKING SCHOOL students fight for the future of the planet	

Picture: Andrew Mcgowan

Capitalism versus the climate

System change not climate change
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 21 Mar, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 21 Mar, 7pm,
The Swarthmore
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 21 Mar, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Wed 20 Mar, 7pm,
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,N7 6QT

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 20 Mar, 7pm,
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to
Morrisons car park),E15 1HP

NORWICH
Thu 21 Mar, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

NEWCASTLE
Thu 21 Mar, 7pm,
Floor 2 - Commercial
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,NE1 6QE

OXFORD
Wed 20 Mar, 7.30pm,
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH

YORK
Wed 20 Mar, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

BRISTOL

Kashmir—bitter fruits
of the British empire
Wed 20 Mar, 7.30pm,
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE

The Satanic Verses—
30 years on
Wed 20 Mar, 7.30pm,
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF

Know your enemy—
the alt-right, the
far right and fascists
Wed 20 Mar, 7.30pm,
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD

Hi-vis fury—what’s
behind the Yellow Vest
revolt in France?
Thu 21 Mar, 7.30pm,
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

COLCHESTER

Corbyn, antisemitism and
the Labour Party in crisis
Thu 28 Mar, 8pm,
Oyster Room—Hythe
Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,CO1 2FG
DERBY

Zombie capitalism—Why
is the system failing?
Thu 21 Mar, 7pm,
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next to
Britannia Mill),DE22 3BL
DONCASTER

Women, resistance &
revolution—fighting
sexism and exploitation
Tue 19 Mar, 7.30pm,
The Gate House,
6 Priory Walk,DN1 1TS
DUDLEY

Corbyn, antisemitism and
the Labour Party in crisis
Wed 20 Mar, 8pm,
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,Stourbridge,
DY8 1EP

EDINBURGH

The Stephen Lawrence
Report 20 years on—are
the police still racist?
Wed 20 Mar, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
HUDDERSFIELD

Women, resistance &
revolution—fighting
sexism and exploitation
Wed 20 Mar, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL

LONDON: HARINGEY

Know your enemy—alt-right,
the far right and fascists
Wed 20 Mar, 7.30pm,
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH
LONDON: SOUTH

The Stephen Lawrence
Report 20 years on—
why does institutional
racism still exist?
Wed 20 Mar, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd
Brixton, SW2 1EP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST

Know your enemy—alt-right,
the far right and fascists
Thu 21 Mar, 7pm,
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd, HU6 7RZ

Revolt in Sudan—the
people demand change
Wed 20 Mar, 7pm,
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St, SE8 4RH

LIVERPOOL

LONDON:TOWER HAMLETS

The Brexit crisis—How do
we get rid of the Tories?
Thu 28 Mar, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln, L1 3BT

Venezuela, crisis
and socialism
Wed 20 Mar, 7pm,
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Road, E3 5AT

LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST

The Stephen Lawrence
Report 20 years on—
why does institutional
racism still exist?
Wed 20 Mar, 7.30pm,
William Morris
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL

Hostile environment,
institutional racism—
how can we get justice?
Wed 20 Mar, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
MILTON KEYNES

100 years since Rosa
Luxemburg’s murder—
the German Revolution
Mon 25 Mar, 7.30pm,
The Old Bath House,
205 Stratford Rd,
Wolverton,
MK12 5RL

Celebrate resistance with
Socialist Worker this May Day
May Day is a chance to celebrate working class solidarity against
the bosses and resistance to oppression.
Every year Socialist Worker produces a special supplement of
May Day greetings from our readers in trade unions, colleges
and campaigns. Make sure to get yours in by Wednesday 17 April
l1 column ad: £30
l2 column ad: £55
l3 column: £95
Post, email or ring with your advert details. Make cheques out to
Sherborne Publications Ltd

NOTTINGHAM

Politics of the mind—
Marxism and mental distress
Wed 10 Apr, 7pm,
International
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd, NG1 3FN
PLYMOUTH

Know your enemy—alt-right,
the far right and fascists
Thu 21 Mar, 7pm,
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH

Brexit, borders and the
case for a united Ireland
Wed 20 Mar, 7.30pm,
Somerstown
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH

An introduction to The
Communist Manifesto
Wed 20 Mar, 7.30pm,
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE

Who decides the limits
of free speech?
Thu 21 Mar, 7pm,
Central United
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible
Theatre),S1 2JB
SWANSEA

Fake news and
alternative facts—Who
controls the media?
Thu 21 Mar, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

CONTACT
THE SWP
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London E16 9EJ

020 7840 5656
mayday@socialistworker.co.uk

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email
enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,
London E16 9EJ
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A marvelous step forward
for cinema’s superheroes
There’s some interesting themes in Captain Marvel, and sexists won’t like it.
But it failed to live up to its potential, argues Gabby Thorpe
MARVEL COMICS has finally taken
the leap and released a solo film
for a female superhero—it’s a long
time coming.
Captain Marvel is also the first film
with a woman behind the camera in
co-director and writer Anna Boden.
It stars Brie Larson, who alongside
acting is a women’s rights activist and
advocate for sexual abuse survivors.
Film studios should have made a
shift to more diverse films sooner,
particularly considering their c ultural
impact.
But perhaps with the hugely
successful Black Panther last year, we
may see more like Captain Marvel.
It tells the story of Carol Danvers,
a member of the alien race Kree,
sent to Earth to stop Skrulls (alien
shapeshifters) from colonising.
Even the trailer for the film caused
controversy among internet trolls
who claimed that the character
“wasn’t feminine enough”.
It’s a welcome arrival with Carol
Danvers serving as a good role
model for women and girls who feel
underrepresented in comics.

Powerful

She is the most powerful superhero
in the Marvel series of films. And
these complaints from sexists point
to what is good about the film.
It highlights everyday sexism in
a way that is important, and also
unsettling.
Technology from the 1990s is
used to generate laughs. There are
many references to 1980s and 90s
culture—and a nod to Top Gun.
But some of the attitudes towards
female characters still reflect

INVISIBLE WOMEN
By Caroline Criado Perez
Published by Penguin
£16.99

SEXISM pervades
every level of society
throughout the world—
home, work, public
spaces, transport, health
care and leisure.
This has a daily impact
on women’s lives and
wellbeing as their needs,
views and even their
presence is ignored.
Criado Perez has
unearthed extensive data
highlighting the extent
to which sexism is the

THEATRE
ROUSE, YE WOMEN
Touring until 19 April.
For dates and times, go to
bit.ly/RouseYeWomen

IN 1910 the women
chainmakers of Cradley
Heath focused the world’s
attention on the plight of
Britain’s low-paid women
workers. Their wage was 5
shillings for a 50-hour week.
Led by union organiser
Mary Reid Macarthur,
hundreds of women struck
for a living wage. They won,
and their pay doubled.
The play brings to life

A scene from Rouse, Ye Women

Macarthur’s campaign to
expose the bosses that
profited from the poverty.

TELEVISION

FLEABAG
On BBC Three, Mondays at 9pm
Also available on iPlayer

BRIE LARSON (centre) is a good choice to play Captain Marvel

women’s daily experiences twenty
five years later.
The plot features a displaced
community of aliens, and to an
extent, an anti-war message.
Ultimately the film fails to make
a strong statement, but it sets up a
sequel with the potential to make an
impact on its audience.
Hopefully, a sequel will build on
the strengths of the film and expand

on the concepts of imperialism and
refugees.
Beyond its political relevance,
Captain Marvel does not offer a
whole lot to people who are not
familiar with the Marvel cinematic
universe.
In terms of the series, the film follows all the usual tropes of a Marvel
classic and will particularly appeal to
fans of Samuel L Jackson’s Nick Fury.

There is nothing particularly new
happening, however it fulfils its job
in tying into the final Avengers film
and provides an entertaining viewing
experience.
Overall, the film was good but
more would be appreciated in
spreading the message of the victims
of war and the position of women in
the world.
Captain Marvel is on general release

New book looks at how sexism in society kills women
BOOK

13

13 March 2019

default position
in everyday life.
For instance,
a study of
academics in
the US exposed
that researchers
“rated fake
research
claiming that
academia had
no gender bias
higher than
real research
which showed
it did”.
Other studies show that
high-paying jobs done by
men turn into lower-paid
jobs when mainly done by
women.
A main focus of the

book is the
assumptions
which
underpin daily
life.
One example
is how the
medical
profession is
trained on the
“average” male
body—as if
female bodies
were just a
smaller version
of the male.
So, symptoms for
women with heart attacks
are different from those
of men. Because of
assumptions in medicine
in Britain, women are 50

percent more likely to be
misdiagnosed than men.
These are examples of
the all-pervasive gender
“data gap” referrred to by
Criado Perez.

Burden

Techniques have been
developed to overcome
some of this sexism.
Orchestras routinely
choose new players
through “blind” auditions
—listening to candidates
without being able to see
them.
Criado Perez provides
a wealth of data I’ve not
even mentioned, about
the world of work and the
double burden women

face. She places her hopes
in campaigning to get
more women in positions
of influence throughout
society on the grounds
that women will bring
about change.
The roots of sexism and
inequality are systemic
because of the way in
which the family operates.
That means women
within the family bear
the burden of caring for
working class people in
capitalist society.
The battle to change that
is part of a wider struggle
to create a society based
on the needs of all and not
the profits of a few.

Sheila McGregor

PHEOBE Waller-Bridge’s
Fleabag is back. Almost
three years after the smash
hit debut, Fleabag’s life is
as disastrous as ever.
Crisis lies everywhere.
Even a family dinner results
in Fleabag having to wipe
her face clean of blood with
an enthusiastic waitress at
her feet, similarly injured.
The first episode
promises lots of dark
humour. Jokes about
miscarriages, paedophilia,
alcoholism and death
all puncture the tense
atmosphere of a middle
class family pretending
they get along.
It’s this relationship
that’s the beating heart of
Fleabag’s chaos. When her
dad gives her therapy for
her birthday, it’s not only
funny but moving as well.
Fleabag is a woman just
about holding on—and
we’re lucky to be along for
the ride.
Sarah Bates

FILM

FROM CABLE STREET TO
BRICK LANE
6.30pm, 14 March.
Genesis Cinema, London E1 4UJ

THIS DOCUMENTARY is
about the fight against
racism and fascism in east
London.
The film explores how
different communities
came together to challenge
racism and intolerance.
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S

ocialists pride
ourselves on
being the most
principled and
consistent
anti-racists. So
when the left is labelled
“institutionally antisemitic”—or the Labour
Party is told it’s an unsafe
place for Jewish people—
that can’t be dismissed.
If someone uses
antisemitic tropes or conspiracies, denies the
existence or scale of the
Holocaust, or targets people
because of their Jewishness,
that’s antisemitism. Those
racist, far right ideas are
alien to the left.
But what about accusations of antisemitism that are
to do with our opposition to
Israel?
How we answer them
affects the way we campaign
in solidarity with Palestinians
who have suffered at the
hands of the Israeli state.
The question of whether
it’s antisemitic to oppose
Israel as a racist state has run
throughout Labour’s crisis.
From the targeting of
Labour students for backing
Israel Apartheid Week, to last
year’s furore over how Labour
should define antisemitism, this
is a key question.
Last week Labour MP
Margaret Hodge told Channel 4
News that anti-Zionism—
opposition to Israel’s founding
ideology—is antisemitic.
“Denying Jews the right to
self-determination in their own
state is very difficult in the light
of all the pogroms and indeed
the terrible Holocaust,” she said.
This is a powerful and emotive argument that it can be
difficult to disagree with.

Wake

Israel was founded in the wake
of the Nazis’ mass murder of
Jews during the Second World
War. It promised a safe haven
to all Jewish people. This resonates with a much broader
layer of people than those who
support the actions of Israel’s
current government against the
Palestinians.
So how can socialists, who
say the horror of the Holocaust
should never be repeated,
oppose it?
Why do we criticise the
Israeli state and not just its
government? Why do we march
in such large numbers for the
Palestinians when many other
governments are guilty of violence, racism and human rights
abuses? And why do we only
call for Israeli products to be
boycotted?
One answer is to do with US
domination in the Middle East
and its fear of resistance by
masses of ordinary Arab people.
The US has given more money
in aid to Israel than it has to
any other country. It is increasingly in the form of military aid,
fuelling the growth of the military that occupies Palestinian
land. Britain, as the US’s partner, plays a similar role. That’s

to stay in Europe and fight
antisemitism as part of the struggle against their governments.
The problem that confronted
Zionism was that people already
lived in Palestine. It became a
racist ideology that insisted the
Palestinians weren’t entitled to
the land they lived on.
The first settlers agreed to
support the British Empire in
Palestine in return for the promise of a homeland there. Zionist
militias engaged in racist violence against Arab villages,
and cooperated with the British
army against Palestinians who
rebelled.
After the Holocaust, a state
in Palestine seemed to many
Jewish people to be the only
way they could be safe.
But there was still the
problem of what to do with
Palestinians. David Ben Gurion,
who became Israel’s first prime
minister, believed that “only a
state with at least 80 percent
Jews is a viable and stable
state”.
Troops arrest a boy in Hebron

IS OPPOSING
ISRAELI STATE
ANTISEMITIC?
As Labour faces accusations of antisemitism, Nick Clark
explains why the Israeli state is a racist endeavour and
why solidarity with Palestinians is crucial

Margaret Hodge

why the issue is so important
for the left in Britain. Both
the US and Britain are directly
responsible for funding and
supporting Israel’s oppression
of the Palestinians. And if we
want to challenge the system
that supports the West’s wars
in the Middle East, we have to
oppose Israel too.
But that doesn’t fully answer
why we say the Israeli state is
illegitimate.
So look at the way Israel treats
Palestinian refugees. Palestinian
refugees demand the right to
return to the land they lived on
before Israel was created. Israel
won’t let them, and the reason
it gives for this is more or less
explicit. As the Times of Israel
news website explained “no

‘‘

Zionism
became a racist
ideology that
insisted
Palestinians
weren’t entitled
to the land they
lived on

Israeli government” could ever
accept the right of return. “It
would spell the end of Israel as
a Jewish-majority state.”
Every Israeli government
has taken this attitude, and
the reason goes back to the
very basis on which Israel
was founded. The people who
founded Israel—like the people
who support it today—believed
in Zionism. This is the idea that
Jewish people should have a
state of their own in Palestine,
and that in this state they
should be the majority.
It emerged as a response to
antisemitic repression in Eastern
Europe towards the end of the
19th century, although few
Jews supported it. Many more
were socialists who wanted

Partition

So when the United Nations
drew up a plan to partition
Palestine—without the agreement of Palestinians—Zionist
militias waged war to drive
Palestinians out.
By the end of this process of
ethnic cleansing, some 850,000
Palestinians had been expelled
from their homes. This has
had far-reaching and drastic
consequences.
Inside Israel, more than 65
racist laws discriminate against
Palestinians. They include laws
that mean Palestinians can be
stripped of their citizenship for
“disloyalty” to Israel.
Israel’s latest racist law—
the Nation State Law—ensures
it keeps its ethnic majority by
saying only Jews have the right
to self-determination there.
This is the result of a process
that can’t be pinned to any one
government, but goes back to
the nature of the state itself.
Campaigning tactics such as
a boycott target Israel as a racist
state. The same goes for supporting Palestinian resistance.
Standing on the side of
Palestinians who resist doesn’t
mean calling for Jewish people
to be driven out of Palestine.
But it does mean supporting the right of people to fight
the forces that have brutalised
them for decades. Israel is the
source of the violence.
Likewise, arguing that this
isn’t antisemitic is not the same
as denying that antisemitism
exists. A just solution would see
Palestinians and Jewish people
living together with equal
democratic rights in a state not
based on religion or ethnicity.
Many people on the left
disagree with this. But it’s possible to discuss it without accusing them of supporting Israel’s
violence, or of being accused of
antisemitism.
Others want to shut down
this discussion by labelling it
antisemitic. It’s important that
we have the confidence to
argue why it’s not.
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FOCUS ON
THE CLIMATE

Socialism gives us a chance
to build a sustainable world
PROTEST AGAINST Israeli settlement in Gaza

Israel’s international campaign
to silence criticism of its crimes

I

SRAEL IS accusing its
critics of antisemitism
because it faces a crisis. It
has launched three major
wars on the Gaza Strip in the
last ten years. Each has been
challenged by mass protests
around the world.
In the occupied West
Bank and East Jerusalem,
Israel expands its claim to
Palestinian land through
ever-growing settlements.
It has made sure that
the Palestinian economy
and infrastructure is
completely tied to its own.
These things make a
two-state solution—an
independent Palestine
existing alongside Israel—
look increasingly impossible.
But those in charge in
Israel hate the idea of one
state for Jews and Arabs.

Problems

Israel has responded to
its problems by trying to
roll back international
solidarity with Palestinians
and squash the arguments
for a one-state solution.
Accusations of antisemitism
help it to do this.
Criticism of Israel
is denounced as
“delegitimising” the
world’s only Jewish state.
Palestinians who resist
are accused of wanting to
massacre Jews. Then those
who stand in solidarity

READ MORE

lPalestine: Resistance,
Revolution and the
Struggle for Freedom
by Anne Alexander, Phil
Marfleet, John Rose and
Tom Hickey £4
lAntisemitism: The Far
Right, Zionism And The
Left
by Rob Ferguson £3

with Palestinian resistance
are said to support
antisemitic killers.
And people who argue
for a single state are told
they want to deny Jews
the right to live in safety.
Israel has a specific
government department—
the Ministry of Strategic
Affairs—devoted to
combating support
for Palestinians.
Last year its minister,
Gilad Erdan, contacted
the British government to
try and cancel marches in
solidarity with Palestinians.
Erdan has described the
campaign to boycott
Israel as “a battlefield”.
This isn’t a conspiracy
theory. It is how a state
built on violence and racism
defends itself. And it’s not
just happening in Britain.
In the US Democratic
politician Ilhan Omar
has been demonised for
speaking out against
pro‑Israel campaign groups.
And in France, president
Emmanuel Macron is
championing a law explicitly
equating anti-Zionism
with antisemitism.
The arguments in Britain
over antisemitism and
Israel take place in this
context. Giving in means
handing victory to those
who want to hide Israel’s
crimes in Palestine.

lThe Myths of Zionism
by John Rose, £14.99
Available at Bookmarks,
the socialist bookshop.
Phone 020 7637 1848
or go to
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

Israel’s public
security minister
Gilad Erdan (top)
US Democratic
politician Ilhan
Omar (bottom)

A socialist society
would allow people to
plan for the needs of
people and planet, not
the profits of the few,
argues Sarah Bates
MANY IN the climate strike
movement call for a radical
overhaul of a system that
allows the rich to pollute
our world—but what
might that look like?
A socialist society
would have sustainability,
democracy and the needs
of ordinary people at the
heart of it. New ways of
organising society would
open up possibilities for
fighting climate change.
We could use the
technological advances made
under capitalism to meet the
needs of people and planet.
Some try to discredit
socialist solutions by claiming
they would mean an end to
scientific development. They
argue that there wouldn’t
be an incentive to make
innovations without a profit.
But the opposite is
true. There would likely
be huge advancements in
science and technology.

Development

Experts could share
knowledge rather than
producing identical things
in secret laboratories for
competing companies.
And the development of
new technologies wouldn’t
be constrained by what’s
profitable or not.
We could tackle the
problem of how to stop the
Earth’s oceans from filling
up with rubbish. A huge
amount of that rubbish is
plastic—a material that could
last forever but is sold as
disposable to keep up profits.
There is growing awareness
about how damaging fossil
fuels are to the environment.
Yet, instead of acting on
it, multinational corporations
pour billions into finding new
reserves of oil, gas and coal.
They actually saw melting
ice caps as an opportunity
to drill for oil in the Arctic.
That’s because under
capitalism production is
based on what’s profitable

MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS saw melting ice caps as
an opportunity to drill for oil in the Arctic

FIGHTING
FOR OUR
FUTURE
Capitalism
versus
the climate
by Sarah Bates,
Camilla Royle and
Amy Leather
Available from
Socialist Worker
sellers or phone
0207 840 5600

£1

for bosses. But in a socialist
society we would make things
because they are useful for
humanity as a whole.
There would be
democratic planning on a
system‑wide scale. People
could instead decide to
use their experience, time
and resources developing
renewable energies rather
than extracting fossil fuels.
This would facilitate the
energy transition that will
be needed to dramatically
curb carbon emissions. It
would be an end to a system

‘‘

Experts could
share their
knowledge, not
work for rival
companies

where the wealthy guzzle
up resources while the rest
of us struggle to get by.
The rich and powerful who
benefit from capitalism are
the ones most responsible
for climate change. Just
15 percent of the population
take 70 percent of all
international and domestic
flights in Britain.
In a socialist society there
would need to be huge
infrastructure projects.
It’s likely these would
involve the development of
sustainable transport systems
and energy efficient house
building programmes.
With the stranglehold
of profit broken, humans’
relationship with work
would change too.

Illogical

It would see an end to an
illogical job market that
sees some work three jobs
to survive while others get
by on zero hour contracts.
Workers wouldn’t have
to commute long distances
by car, racking up carbon
emissions and making
their lives miserable.
The rich like to say that
climate change can be tackled
through small changes by
individuals or through vaguely
worded political treaties.
But these “solutions” won’t
tackle what’s keeping serious
action on climate change
off the agenda—the logic of
profit. Only a revolutionary
movement with workers at
the centre of it would be able
to overthrow their rule.
Fighting for a socialist
world gives us a chance
of a sustainable future.
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Statements read to Hillsborough trial
said, “I’m not guilty of criminal offences.”
Douglas Hopkins, former
crowd control adviser to the
Football Association, agreed
that Hillsborough compared
“favourably” to other stadia
in April 1989.

by SADIE ROBINSON

THE PROSECUTION has
finished outlining its
case in the trial of David
Duckenfield and Graham
Mackrell.
The men are on trial in relation to the 1989 Hillsborough
disaster.
Some 96 Liverpool fans
died after being crushed in
pens 3 and 4 at the Leppings
Lane end of the stadium.
Duckenfield was police
match commander on the
day and faces 95 charges
of manslaughter by gross
negligence.
He can’t be charged over
the death of the 96th victim,
Tony Bland, as Bland died
four years after the disaster.

Terraces

Charges

Mackrell was Sheffield
Wednesday football club
safety officer at the time of the
disaster. He faces two charges
relating to safety breaches.
Both deny the charges.
The court was last week
read a statement given
by Mackrell to the police
Operation Resolve investigation into the disaster.

DAVID DUCKENFIELD denies charges of manslaughter by gross negligence

In it Mackrell said he took
“reasonable care” in his role
during the disaster and that
he has “sorrow and regret”
over what happened.
He said at no point before
the disaster did anyone

suggest any dangers. He was
not aware that the stadium
or its layout contravened the
spirit of the official Green
Guide safety manual.
Duckenfield statement’s to
Operation Resolve was read

For a longer version go to
bit.ly/Hilltrial
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to the court. It said he “tried
to do my professional best” in
relation to Hillsborough.
The statement said he
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Anderson.
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to be chief superintendent
of the division that included
Hillsborough he was seen as
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the role”. The trial continues.
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How the knife crime panic is
used to give cops more power
Those at the top of society say that young people in cities are killing each other in record
numbers but they do this despite the evidence and for their own ends, writes Sadie Robinson
THE ESTABLISHMENT is in
a panic over knife crime. A
recent Daily Mail article gave the
impression that ten year olds are
terrorising people with machetes.
Tabloids and politicians talk of a
“knife crime epidemic”.
Violent attacks do happen and
they are horrific. And poorer people
are much more likely to be victims
of crime. Many people are genuinely
frightened by what can seem like an
increasingly violent society.
Yet although the number of
recorded knife attacks has risen (see
right), they remain rare. Our rulers
are whipping up fear to further a
right wing, racist agenda that has
nothing to do with k
 eeping us safe.
They give the impression that
working class people—and particularly young, male and black
working class people—are responsible for violent crime. And then
they say we need more police,
more prisons, more stop and
search and harsher sentences to
deal with it.

Statistics
tell a tale

System

From The Sun newspaper
to Jeremy Corbyn there is
agreement that increasing police
numbers are the way to cut crime.
But more police won’t stop crime
because that isn’t their job—and
because crime is built into the system
(see below).
More police will mean more harassment and bullying of poor and vulnerable people—and more of them
crammed into prison.
National Audit Office figures show
there is no link between the rate of
imprisonment and recorded crime.
Throwing people in jail doesn’t keep
others safe or rehabilitate criminals.

THE TORIES, cops and media are stoking a moral panic

It is a mechanism
for repressing ordinary people, and
entrenching oppression.
Black and minority ethnic (BAME)
men and women make up 26 percent
of prisoners but just 13 percent of the
population.
The 2017 Lammy Review found
that some 40 percent of young
people in custody were from BAME
backgrounds.
In the short time since, this has
risen to over half. The number

of Muslim prisoners doubled
between 2002 and 2017. Over half
of all prisoners have been excluded
from school. Nearly a third of people
assessed in prison in 2016-17 said they
had a learning disability or difficulty.
More police and harsher prison
sentences won’t stop crime or violence. They are part of a system that
encourages it.
As professor of Black Studies
Kehinde Andrew put it in an article
for The Independent news website

this month, “Young people who see
a future for themselves in society do
not stab each other.
“Knife crimes are a symptom of the
problem. An increased police presence—the Labour Party’s official position—means that many more young
people will be arrested. Once you are
trapped in the criminal justice system
your life chances plummet.
“It truly is a shame to see the
Labour Party indulge in the dog-whistle politics of law and order.”

The poor are made to pay while the rich go unpunished
VIOLENCE IS built
into capitalism. But
much of it isn’t considered
criminal. Our rulers send
people to kill and die in
wars fought for their
interests.
Many more people die
because they can’t afford
to heat and eat during the
winter than die from knife
attacks. Over the winter of
2017-18 there were nearly
46,000 excess winter
deaths among people
aged 65 and over, or
379 older people a day.
This isn’t called a
crime. Others die because
of the poverty and despair

caused by Tory benefit
reforms, or because they
can’t access the health
care they need due to
cuts. But these are not
called crimes.
Things that are
considered crimes are
linked to the wider
system.

Desperate

Poverty and alienation can
push people to desperate
acts.
For instance, crime
rates soared during the
depression of the 1930s,
and during recessions in
the early 1980s and early

1990s. During the 1950s,
when capitalism was
booming, recorded crime
fell every year.
Most of the time, the
crimes and violence of the
rich and better off remain
relatively hidden. Outcries
over crime are aimed at
working class people.
Moral panics over crime
and the behaviour of
young people aren’t new.
Similar panics—about
knife crime, gun crime,
anti-social behaviour,
drugs, “mugging” and
even rock and roll—have
recurred for decades.
Painting ordinary

people as dangerous thugs
is useful to our rulers. It is
used to justify repressive
state machinery but it also
plays an ideological role.
It encourages us to fear
each other and to see
each other as threats, not
as allies.
It encourages us to feel
hopeless about human
nature and discourages
us from thinking we can
create a better world.
It distracts us from
other issues.
And it helps our rulers
to blame individuals
for problems in society
rather than looking at the

system.
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KNIFE crime figures
don’t always show
what you might think.
The police recorded
an 8 percent rise in
offences involving
a knife or sharp
instrument in the year
ending September 2018.
But the Office for
National Statistics
pointed out, “The
weapon does not have
to have been used in the
offence, only present,
for it to be flagged.”
Police figures are also
affected by changes in
recording and policy.
NHS admissions
for injuries caused by
assault with a knife
or other sharp object
across England rose by
nearly a third between
2012-13 and 2017-18.
But it’s still very
unusual for a violent
incident to involve a
knife. In the year to
March 2018, 79 percent
of violent incidents
in England and Wales
involved no weapons,
according to the Office
for National Statistics
(ONS).
The Crime Survey
for England and Wales
(CSEW) has found
“continued falls” in
violent crime over the
past two decades.
Some 4.7 percent of
adults said they had
suffered a violent crime
in 1995. In the year
ending March 2018 that
figure was 1.7 percent.
“Violence without
injury” accounted for
42 percent of police
recorded violence
against the person
offences in the year to
March 2018.
Hospital admissions
for assault in England
rose by 7 percent in the
same period, but they
were still 33 percent
lower than the year
ending March 2008.
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Newark strike to
grind down bosses

Birmingham—care workers
fight on, bins strike paused

WORKERS AT NSK Bearings
in Newark, Nottinghamshire,
began a three-week strike on
4 March.
The Unite union members
are fighting a new shift
pattern that would see
weekend working and
management being able to
extend Friday working.

Stockport unofficial
post action success
POSTAL WORKERS at
Stockport delivery office took
action last week in response
to “over the top management
attitudes”. CWU union
members refused to work and
sat in the canteen.
One manager was sent
home.

Freightliner action
to defend pensions
FREIGHTLINER RAIL services
were set to stop this Friday
as RMT and Aslef union
members walk out together in
a coordinated strike.
They are fighting to defend
their pensions from bosses’
attempts to change the terms
of the scheme.

Clacton Omnibuses
workers want union
DRIVERS AT the Hedingham
Omnibuses depot in
Clacton have voted to strike
on Monday over union
recognition.
Some 42 of the 59 drivers
are members of the Unite
union. The company doesn’t
want to pay the rep when they
are doing union work.
One driver said “We have
decided enough is enough as
things are just getting worse.
We want a union recognised
within the company.”
Raphael Pigot

North sea walkouts
about longer shifts
OFFSHORE WORKERS at five
oil platforms began the first
of five days of strikes over
changes to their shift patterns
on Monday
The Unite union members
on Elgin, North Alwyn and
Dunbar platforms are set to
strike against 19, 27 March
and 2, 12 April. New shift
patterns would see their stints
on the rig increased from two
weeks to three weeks.

Angry meeting over
Oxford homeless
A 60-STRONG meeting
packed out the Ruskin Room
at Exeter College, Oxford on
Monday of last week.
It brought together
homeless people with a range
of activists and homelessness
agencies to discuss Oxford’s
homelessness crisis, Six
people have died for want
of shelter since Christmas
on the streets of one of the
richest cities in Europe.
Lee Humber

Hundreds joined an International Women’s day protest in London last Friday

Picture: Guy Smallman

CARE

Liverpool health strike
for equal pay justice
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS
OUTSOURCED health workers
at Liverpool Women’s Hospital
have ratcheted up their
fight for equal pay after a
solid walkout last month.
The Unison union members
took to the picket lines on
Monday—and were set to
strike again on Wednesday.
The 40 cleaners, porters
and other support staff, who
work for multinational OCS,
are demanding the same rate
of pay as workers employed
directly by the NHS.
Some of them are up to
£2,150 a year worse off than
directly employed workers
doing similar jobs.

Lifeline

Kerry Cornwall is a Unison
member and catering assistant.
“An extra pound an hour
would mean I can possibly
take my kids on a small break
or make their birthdays or
Christmases a little more
memorable,” she said.
“It wouldn’t make me rich,
but it would make my life a
little richer by taking some of
my financial worry away. And I
play a part in keeping our NHS

CARE WORKERS in
Birmingham are keeping
up the fight for their
jobs and the service with
strikes set for this week.
The 280 Unison union
members are fighting against
council plans to put them on
part-time hours.
Drastic cuts could see an
end to the free, council-run
home enablement service
that allows people to stay in
their own homes following
discharge from hospital.
Workers struck on Tuesday
and plan to walk out again
on Sunday this week and
Saturday next week.
They leafletted the
Longbridge and West Heath
ward of cabinet member
Brett O’Reilly on Tuesday of
this week.
Strikers plan to leaflet
Waseem Zaffar’s Lozzells
ward on Sunday.
Workers have been
fighting for two years

against attacks from their
Labour council on their shift
patterns, pay and jobs.
nA PLANNED strike for
Birmingham bin workers
was suspended after the
council offered a deal that
the Unite union called a
“real breakthrough”.
Unite members had struck
alongside Unison union
members against “secret
payments” given to workers
who didn’t take part in
strikes in 2017.
Workers were due to walk
out on Friday of last week,
and for a further four days.
They are still operating an
overtime ban.
Labour-run Birmingham
City Council says it is
offering £3,500 to workers.
The cabinet recommended
the deal for approval last
Friday and a final decision
was expected on Friday of
this week.

TRAFFIC WARDENS

Further action can win more

On the picket line on Monday 
going—so it’s only fair that I
should get NHS pay.”
Paula Barker, Unison’s
regional convenor, said,
“OCS made £47 million profit
last year but won’t give our
members a £1.10 per hour pay
rise.
“These valuable workers
feed patients but can’t afford to
feed their families.”
Managers employed by OCS
have seen their pay increase
by more than 10 percent since
the company took over the
contract.
A delegation of Unison
members came from Wales to
show support for the strike.

Picture: Paula Barker

Strikes by other workers in the
North West of England have
forced outsourced companies
at other hospitals to sign up
to NHS pay and terms and
conditions.
A two-day strike at the
Royal Bolton Hospital—with
the threat of further action—
won equal pay last October.
Their win showed that
longer programmes of action
can win quick results.
Every trade unionist should
support the fight of the
Liverpool Women’s Hospital
workers.
lTweet messages of support
to @NorthWestUNISON

THE GMB union suspended
a 48-hour strike by traffic
wardens in Westminster and
Wandsworth last week.
Traffic wardens in the
Tory-run London boroughs
planned to walk out last
week as part of their fight for
sick pay and the living wage.
The result of talks at
conciliation service Acas had
not been released as Socialist
Worker went to press.
Johnathon, a GMB member
in Wandsworth in south
London, said strikes forced
bosses at outsourcing giant
NSL to make a new offer.
“Our strikes have
definitely had an impact—
especially the last one
when we struck together
with Westminster,” he told
Socialist Worker.
Wandsworth traffic
wardens struck for six days
in February. Westminster
workers joined them for two
of these.

NSL bosses previously offered
workers in Wandsworth
five days sick pay—which
the GMB didn’t put to its
members. Johnathon said,
“I’d want them to offer at
least a month’s sick pay,
which would be a decent
offer that could be put to the
members.”
Workers have already
shown their determination
to fight and not settle for a
rubbish offer from bosses.
Johnathon said, “If the
talks turn out to be a waste
of time people are definitely
prepared to strike again.
“And other boroughs are
waiting in the wings.”
Traffic wardens in the
Unison union in Camden,
north London, returned an
overwhelming vote to strike
in a ballot last week. A
coordinated strike by workers
in all three boroughs would
step up pressure on NSL.
lJohnathon is a pseudonym

NURSERIES

GRENFELL TOWER FIRE

Justice for Grenfell moves further away A battle to save nurseries
POLICE WHO are investigating
the Grenfell Tower fire have
said they will not submit files
to the Crown Prosecution
Service (CPS) until “the
latter part of 2021”.
That means any trials
of people or organisations
connected with the 2017 blaze
at the west London tower
block will likely not take place
until at least 2022.
Survivors and campaigners
have slammed the
announcement as yet more
foot-dragging from the
authorities.
Antonio Roncolato, a
survivor of the fire, told

Socialist Worker, “I’m very
disappointed. I want to believe
and I want to trust that when
the police have concrete
evidence they will not wait but
will act on it.
“We have to have results.
We want to see people behind
bars for this.”
Justice4Grenfell said,
“Bereaved families and
survivors are rightly dismayed
at the police update.
“Justice4Grenfell does not
understand why the police are
waiting for the public inquiry
evidence before sending a file
to the CPS.
“These are, and should

be, handled as two separate
investigations.”
The cops’ announcement
is linked to the likely delay of
the second stage of the public
inquiry into Grenfell until
2020. This is the stage which
will look at some of the wider
issues surrounding the fire.
Those responsible for the
conditions that led to the fire
are walking free.
lGrenfell Silent Walk,

Thursday 14 March,
6pm, Notting Hill Methodist
Church, 240 Lancaster Road,
London W11 4AH.
lLonger online at
bit.ly/SWGrenfell0319

AROUND 300 nursery school
head teachers protested in
central London on Monday
over cuts to nursery funding.
Hundreds of protesters
held a lobby in Parliament
and then marched to Downing
Street to deliver a letter to the
chancellor Philip Hammond.
The action was backed
by the NAHT head teachers’
union.
It said most maintained
nursery schools have had
to make “large cuts” due to
“reduced budgets”.
“Exceptional, highly
trained early years staff have
been lost through restructures

Protesting against cuts
or because of the constant
worry of an uncertain future,”
it said.
“Many of us are trying to
plan for a future that, without
the sustainable funding, will
probably mean the closure of
our schools.”

Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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FURTHER EDUCATION

Solid strike over pay
at Scottish colleges

SHREWSBURY

Strikers at Shrewsbury College 

by CHARLIE KIMBER

Bosses’ observation plan
doesn’t make the grade

COLLEGE WORKERS across
Scotland held their third
one-day strike over pay last
Wednesday.
The EIS-Fela union members plan a further walkout
on Thursday of next week
and more after Easter.
They are demanding a “fair
cost of living pay rise” after
being offered only 2 p
 ercent
over three years.
This latest action follows
24-hour strikes in January
and February.
EIS-Fela president Pam
Currie said, “Scotland’s
College lecturers have, once
again, shown their determination to make a stand
in pursuit of a fair pay
settlement.
“Yet the response of
management has been to label
us ‘greedy’ and ‘unrealistic’.”

Rise

Annette Wilson from the
Arbroath campus of Dundee
and Angus College said, “It’s
about more than just the cost
of living pay rise.
“Management are now
trying to unpick terms and
conditions and undermine
national agreements.”
The new attacks include
trying to rip up a 2017
agreement about transferring

WORKERS AT the
Shrewsbury College Group
were set to strike on
Wednesday this week.
Teachers in the NEU union
are fighting a new lesson
observation policy. They held
a successful walkout earlier
in March, and struck for two
days in February.
NEU rep Jean Evanson
explained that the new
policy would include graded
observations. “Research
has shown that grading is

THE STRIKE rally in Glasgow

staff on temporary contracts
onto permanent ones.
Many strikers want the
Scottish government to intervene to force college bosses
to back off.
Ayrshire College EISFela members said, “We
feel ignored, lied to, treated
with contempt by Colleges

Strike threat wins on pay
THE THREAT of strikes by
the EIS-Fela union has won
Scottish teachers a pay
offer that goes some way to
restoring money lost under
austerity.
The offer delivers
around 13.5 percent across
three years. It is split into
three stages—3 percent
backdated to April 2018,
7 percent for 2019/2020
and finally 3 percent for
2020/2021.
This will take basic salary
to £40,200 this year for
teachers at the top of the
main pay scale.
That’s compared to
£35,000 a year for teachers
working outside of London
in England and Wales.
And the Scottish

jean.evanson@neu.org.uk

CIVIL SERVICE
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Scotland and the Employers’
Association.”
They demanded that
Scottish first minister Nicola
Sturgeon “get involved”.
Strikers held demonstrations in Glasgow and Elgin.
In an escalation of the
dispute, EIS-Fela has also
opened a statutory ballot

on industrial action short of
strikes. If members vote for
the action, it would include
a boycott of college results
systems and a withdrawal of
goodwill when asked to do
extra work.
This action is designed to
run alongside the programme
of strikes.

SCHOOLS

by CHARLOTTE AHMED

unreliable and subjective,”
she said. Jean said the stress
of grading can leave teachers
with depression and anxiety.
Labour members and
other trade unionists visited
picket lines during previous
strikes to show solidarity.
And more workers have
joined the NEU in the run-up
to the strikes. Workers plan a
further walkout on Thursday
of next week.
lSend messages of support to

government has said it
will address workload,
recruitment and retention.
But details on the offer
are still sketchy. While
seemingly generous,
the offer makes a bold
assumption that inflation
will not rise significantly in
the next two years.
The government made
the offer last Friday—three
days before teachers were
set to begin voting in a
ballot for strikes.
The EIS-Fela executive
voted to recommend
accepting the offer. It is
almost certain that this will
happen.
The Scottish government
would not have made the
offer without the EIS-Fela
campaign—which saw more
radicalism among members
than the leadership.

ACADEMISATION

Battle over academy plan
wins support from council
WORKERS AT Galliard
primary school in north
London were set to
begin a two-day strike on
Wednesday of this week.
The NEU union members
are fighting a plan to turn
the school into an academy.
They struck for a day in
January, for five days in
February and for two days
last week against the plan.
Governors want it to form
a Multi Academy Trust with
four other schools in Enfield
borough.
The other schools are
Wilbury Primary, Brettenham
Primary, Fleecefield Primary
and Raynham Primary.
The NEU said schools are
“riding roughshod over the
wishes of staff and parents”.
It said academisation

Council leader Nesil Caliskan

would mean the school
would be “effectively run on
a business model”.
Leader of Labour-run
Enfield council Nesil Caliskan
said, “We should resist
academisation as much as
possible.
“There is now evidence to
show academisation is purely
ideological and nothing to do
with outcomes.”

Pickets in Walsall 

Picture: Martin Lynch

Strike to stop suffering at
Universal Credit centres
WORKERS WHO manage
people’s claims for the hated
Universal Credit (UC) benefit
began a two-day strike on
Monday to win a better
service for claimants.
PCS union members in
Wolverhampton and Walsall
Universal Credit centres say
understaffing is causing people
who rely on the benefit to
“suffer”.
UC was introduced by the
Tory government as a way of
cutting benefits for some of the
most vulnerable in society.
And now understaffing at
the West Midlands centres is
causing even more misery for
claimants.
Strikers say they are
frequently made to handle
too many calls to the centre,
leaving them with little time to
clear their regular caseload.
This results in delays in
payments. One striker told
Socialist Worker, “Staffing
levels are so poor that the
claimants are not getting the
service they deserve.”

He added, “Of about 150 case
managers only ten went in.
“We’ve had lots of messages
of support from other PCS
branches and the Unite and
Unison unions.”
Strikers are demanding
5,000 new staff and permanent
contracts for temporary
workers, and limits on the
number of phone calls handled
by each case manager.
“We want more staff to
deliver a better service,” the
striker said. “The people who
suffer from understaffing are
the claimants.”
nPCS UNION members at an
HMRC tax office in Ealing are
set to strike next Wednesday
to stop the closure of their
workplace.
The workers in west London
plan a half day strike beginning
at noon next Wednesday.
It is set to be followed by
another half day strike on
Tuesday 26 March, a full day
on 3 April and a three day
strike starting on 10 April.

Can the alternative to
capitalism work? >>Pages 10&11

WHAT IS
SOCIALISM?

JOIN
CLIMATE
WALKOUTS
ON FRIDAY

AND MARCH
AGAINST
RACISM ON
SATURDAY>>Page 2
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SCHOOL STRIKES

DUMP THE
RICH TO
SAVE OUR
PLANET

Action on climate
change is growing
THOUSANDS OF students
across Britain were
preparing for huge strikes
to demand urgent action
on climate change.
The strike follows a
20,000-strong walkout in
February, and is set to grow
as more students become
involved.

>>Pages 4&5

ENVIRONMENT

Socialism is a
chance to build
a green society
NEW WAYS of organising
society would open up
possibilities for fighting
climate change.
We could use technological
advances to meet the needs
of people and planet.
Workers could run society
to benefit ordinary people.

>>Page 15

OPPRESSION

Disgusting racism
lies at the heart
of the Tory party
THE TORIES’ attacks on
Muslims, migrants and
refugees have given a lease of
life to older forms of racism.
Their attacks reinforce the
need for a mass movement.

>>Pages 2&3

