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TAKE ACTION AS TORIES IMPLODE PALESTINE

‘National demo 
will show our 
solidarity’ 
BEN JAMAL, director of 
the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign, spoke to Socialist 
Worker about why a huge 
London protest is needed—
and how to build it.

“If you are struggling 
against racist laws anywhere 
the struggle is not complete 
unless that battle is won 
everywhere,” he said. 
>>Page 17

ISLAMOPHOBIA

World leaders 
cry fake tears 
over shooting
DONALD TRUMP and other 
world leaders hypocritically 
condemned the fascist mass 
shooting at mosques in 
New Zealand last Friday.

Many have relentlessly 
pushed hatred of Muslims 
to bolster their political 
positions. This racism is the 
background to the horrific 
crime that killed 50 Muslims.
>>Page 3

PRIVATISATION

Collapse of 
Interserve spells 
danger for us all
HUGE outsourcing firm 
Interserve stands on the 
brink of bankruptcy. 

For years it feasted by 
picking apart public services, 
cutting wages and workers’ 
rights.

Now thousands of jobs and 
vital services are at risk.
>>Page 7
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    Spooks reveal a little of what  
 they knew about VIP abuse
MARGARET Thatcher personally 
supported one of her MPs who 
had an alleged “penchant for 
small boys”, MI5 files disclosed 
to a public inquiry reveal.

An MI5  l awyer  to ld  the 
Independent Inquiry into Child 
Sexual Abuse (IICSA) it was “a 
matter of regret” that the service 
considered only the national security 
implications of allegations of pos-
sible child abuse by Peter Morrison, 
Conservative MP for Chester, and did 
not pass information to the police.

The witness, who gave evidence 
anonymously, admitted that memos 
and a letter from 1986 had discussed 
claims that Morrison had a “penchant 
for small boys”. 

They added there was nothing to 
indicate MI5 passed the information 
in its possession to police.

The inquiry heard that two 1986 
memos were written by Eliza 
Manningham-Buller, who went on 
to be the director general of MI5 
between 2002 and 2007. 

lFORMER LIBERAL leader David 
Steel admitted he nominated 

depraved Cyril Smith for a  knighthood 
eight years after he confessed to 
 sexually abusing children.

The peer said under oath on 
Wednesday that he had asked Smith 
in 1979 about claims he abused boys at 
a Rochdale hostel in the 1960s, while a 
Labour councillor.

While Steel did not dispute Smith 

had confessed to abusing boys in the 
1960s, he said he did not believe he 
was still offending when they spoke.

He told the IICSA that he came 
away from the conversation with 
Smith “assuming” he had committed 
the offences because he did not deny 
them.

Lord Steel said, “He accepted the 
story was correct. Obviously I disap-
proved but as far as I was concerned 
it was past history.”

In 1988, Lord Steel nominated 
Smith for a knighthood, something 

he has since said he was “perfectly 
happy” to do. But giving evidence, 
he denied “hiding his head in the 
sand” over the abuse.

In a June 2018 appearance on 
BBC’s Newsnight programme, Steel 
described child sex abuse allega-
tions against Smith as ‘tittle-tattle’ 
and ‘scurrilous hearsay’.

lTHE  INQUIRY  was  a l so 
to ld  abou t  MI5 ’ s  i nve s -

t iga t ion  in to  Peter  Hayman.  
Hayman was high up in  MI6. He 
became high commissioner to Canada 
and was knighted in Britain. 

He kept detailed diaries about his 
sex life which were seized when his 
London flat was raided. The director of 
public prosecutions later granted MI5 
access to them.

The security service subsequently 
interviewed Hayman. The DPP, Hayman 
told MI5, had given him immunity from 
prosecution.

Baby formula firms 
doing deals with NHS
A THIRD of NHS 
health boards have 
broken guidelines by 
accepting payments or 
sponsorship from baby 
formula companies.

The marketing of infant 
formula is regulated to 
try to halt falling rates 
of breastfeeding.

Companies are not 
allowed to advertise or 
promote formula designed 
for infants under the 
age of six months. 

The World Health 
Organisation code of 
practice says no medical 
organisation or doctor 
should accept payments 
from formula firms.

But 59 out of 195 
clinical commissioning 
groups in England 

have recorded at 
least one breach of 
the WHO code since 
2014, an investigation 
by Channel 4’s 
Dispatches showed. 

In Wales, five out of 
the seven local health 
boards recorded a breach.

Companies use their 
specialised formulas 
such as products for 
children with allergies to 
create links with doctors 
for their normal baby 
formula products.

Essex cops are guilty of 
failing victims of abuse 
TWO police officers 
who scuppered 
child abuse 
investigations 
have been 
found guilty of 
misconduct in 
a public office.

Essex 
Police detective 
constable Lee Pollard 
was convicted of two 
counts while his partner 
detective constable 
Sharon Patterson was 
found guilty of one count.

Patterson was found 
not guilty of one count 
and the Old Bailey jury 
was unable to reach 
verdicts in a further 
charge against each. 

They will be sentenced 
on 3 May. Thirty officers, 

some now retired, 
were investigated 
and 296 Essex 
child abuse 
cases looked 
at, of which 55 
were referred to 

the Independent 
Office for 

Police Conduct.
The defendants 

were the only ones to 
face criminal charges, 
but a third officer was 
sacked last year.

Five officers resigned 
or retired when the 
investigation began and 
two officers who were 
found to have a case 
to answer for gross 
misconduct left the 
force before action was 
taken against them.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Labour is a very 
happy family’ 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn

‘Contrary to 
some reports 
we are not 
discussing  
cash’
The Democratic Unionist Party 
explains how talks are going 
with the government battling 
to get the Northern Irish party 
to back May’s Brexit deal

‘I was in the 
Army, I wasn’t 
trained to lose’ 
Brexiteer Tory MP  
Mark Francois

‘Such a witty  
and charming 
lady’
Defence secretary  
Gavin Williamson praises the 
prime minister

‘I think we can 
do more than 
survive’
Liberal Democrat leader  
Sir Vince Cable

‘I feel the 
embryonic 
kicking of 
feminism’
The Duchess of Sussex is 
pregnant

‘Well under 
construction’
Donald Trump responds to the 
news that no new border wall 
has been built in the US
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Brexageddon 
nonsense 1

NIGEL Farage had 
planned to celebrate on 
March 29—the day Britain 
was set to leave the EU—
with a lavish party at the 
Ritz. But the former Ukip 
leader may have to apply 
for an extension himself. 

So after not 
having marched from 
Sunderland, instead of 
champagne in Mayfair, 
Farage and Co will hold 
a rally in Parliament 
Square. “I’m afraid it will 
be pinot,” his henchman, 
Andy Wigmore opined. 
“Party In Name Only.”

Brexageddon 
nonsense 2

THE Metropolitan Police 
has told officers it is 
restricting leave because 
of fears of Brexit-related 
unrest. 

Britain’s biggest force 
has said it needs to have 
enough staff to “deal with 
any issues” arising from 
Britain’s departure. 

The restrictions apply 
this month and next.

Sick doctor 
struck off 
A GYNAECOLOGIST has 
been suspended for three 
months after jokingly 
referring to patients as 
“fallen women” while 
carrying out terminations 
at an abortion clinic.

Dr Tim Moriarty worked 
in Northampton and 
Milton Keynes.

He left one patient in 
distress by telling her 
“not all women are put on 
this earth to have babies” 
as she was awaiting a 
procedure.

Moriarty—who 
had previously been 
warned twice about his 
inappropriate language—
added, “Just because Isis 
try to bomb us back to 
the dark ages, it doesn’t 
change anything. 

“It’s a woman’s choice 
and don’t feel guilty.”

He introduced himself 
to a new recruit, saying, 
‘’Hi, I’m Dr Moriarty 
and I am tasked with 
looking after all the fallen 
women.”

MARGARET Thatcher and Peter 
Morrison (top) David Steel and Cyril 
Smith (above) Peter Hayman (bottom)



 Attacks in  
 east London  
 and Surrey
A GROUP of men abused 
Muslims and one launched an 
attack near an east London 
mosque last Friday. 

Jusna, a local resident 
from Tower Hamlets, 
witnessed the incident in 
Cannon Street. 

She was on her way to a 
vigil over the New Zealand 
mosque shootings.

Jusna told Socialist 
Worker, “I was walking down 
to the vigil at about 1.15pm 
on Friday. I heard loud noises 
and saw a large crowd, then 
I saw the Asian boys chasing 
the attackers’ car down the 
road.

“The car was carrying 
about four white young 
men, one of them was on the 
bonnet. 

“It stopped right in front 
of me and they came out. I 
saw one of them had a big 
metal knife and I thought, 
‘Oh my god’.”

Jusna said the white men 
“were shouting racist slurs” at 
the boys and “started hitting” 
them.

The Metropolitan Police, 
which is investigating the 
incident as a hate crime, had 
made no arrests as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

Jusna said the men were 
“acting on what they’ve 
seen”. “It’s about how the 
media portray the Muslim 
community,” she said.

Police are also 
investigating a suspected far 
right inspired stabbing of a 
19 year old man in Stanwell, 
Surrey. 

One witness claimed a 
man was shouting, “Kill 
a Muslim,” and, “White 
supremacy”. A man was 
arrested on suspicion of 
attempted murder and a 
racially-aggravated public 
order offence.

 Climate of Islamophobia  
 is behind mosque killings 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

WORLD LEADERS have hypo-
critically led condemnations of 
the fascist mass shooting at two 
mosques in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, last Friday.

Many have relentlessly pushed 
hatred of Muslims to bolster their 
political positions. This racism is the 
background to the horrific crime that 
killed 50 Muslims.

US president Donald Trump sent 
his “warmest sympathy and best 
wishes” after the “horrible massacre 
in the mosques”. 

One of Trump’s first acts as presi-
dent was to bring in a Muslim travel 
ban in 2017. 

And his racist rhetoric has given 
confidence to fascists and the far 
right—including the New Zealand 
mosque shooter Brenton Tarrant. 

Tarrant said he supported Trump 
“as a symbol of renewed white 
 identity and common purpose”. 

British foreign office minister 
David Lidington said the Christchurch 
attack showed the need to “stamp 
out” Islamophobia. 

But he is a member of a party 
 r iddled with rac is ts—and a 
 government that has spearheaded a 
clampdown on Muslims in Britain.

The Tories were forced to suspend 
14 party members after allegations of 
Islamophobia last month. 

Praised
Some of those now condemning the 
attack also praised Tory former for-
eign secretary Boris Johnson. 

He faced no sanctions for  writing 
that Muslim women who wear the 
niqab look like “letter boxes” last 
summer.

Tarrant has been charged with 
murder for the shootings. 

He is a self-described fascist who 
made a white power symbol when 
he appeared in a court last Saturday. 

Tarrant’s manifesto, which he cir-
culated just before the murders, said 
he was most inspired by Oswald 
Mosley. Mosley led the British Union 
of Fascists in the 1930s.

Tarrant also said he has “ties” to 
Darren Osborne. 

Osborne was found guilty of driv-
ing a van into  worshippers out-
side Finsbury Park mosque in north 
London in 2017.

And Tarrant claimed to have 
had “brief contact” with Nazi mass 
murderer Anders Breivik and to 
have received “a blessing for my 
mission”.

The Islamophobia pushed by poli-
ticians and the press has legitimised 
far right ideas and given fascists 
 confidence to attack. 

The Islamic Human Rights 
Commission said, “The horrific 
attacks are the inevitable outcome 
of the rampant Islamophobia that 
has been whipped up globally by 
politicians, far right activists and the 
media.

“Whether it is Tommy Robinson, 
Boris Johnson, Donald Trump or 
the Daily Mail, together they have 
 created an environment of hate.” 

The mosque shootings show 
the need to stand up against the 
far right—and the state-sponsored 
racism that fuels it. 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

MUSLIMS IN New Zealand hold pictures of a missing person following shootings at mosques last week 

 Cops clear two refugee camps in Calais
POLICE HAVE cleared the two 
largest refugee settlements in Calais, 
northern France.

Cops began breaking up the 
biggest make-shift camp located 
near the Verrotieres Road on 
Tuesday morning of last week. 

They tore up tents and shelters, 
forced refugees onto buses and 
made preparations to seal off the 
area with metal fencing.

The clearance came after the 
High Court in Boulogne-sur-
Merruling ruled in favour of firm 
Enedis, the owner of the land 
around Verrotieres Road. Enedis 
manages electricity distribution on 
behalf of local authorities.

The pretext was the safety of 
refugees who are forced to live 

under high voltage power lines and 
transformers.

Refugees settled near the 
Verrotieres Road after French 
authorities bulldozed the “jungle” 
camp in 2016.

Refugees have often returned to 
settlements after clearances, but 
the French authorities now want to 
make that impossible by putting up 
fencing. 

It will only make life harder 
for people who have risked their 
lives fleeing war, poverty and 
dictatorship.

The only solution is to open the 
border and let the refugees in. 

We need a mass movement 
against racism that can force the 
government to do that.

FIGURE IT OUT
 2  refugee camps in Calais 

were brutally broken 
up by French police last 
week 

 73  percent of asylum 
applications in France 
were rejected in 2017—
there were 100,412 
applications in total

 68  percent of asylum 
applications in Britain 
were rejected in 2017—
but 35 percent were 
overturned on appeal

ON THE WEB
Top five hits this week on 
www.socialistworker.co.uk

1  Angry demonstrations 
in Britain against  
racism and fascism

2  North Africa—from a 
democratic uprising to 
revolution

3  GALLERY—Pictures of 
the climate strike in 
London

4 One soldier to face 
murder trial over 
Bloody Sunday killings

5 Force out Theresa May 
after Brexit defeat

Labour’s Jeremy Corbyn joined a North
London vigil  Picture: Guy Smallman
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Fighting Fascism 
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 Big demonstrations in  
 Glasgow and Cardiff
AROUND 1,000 people joined 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
marches in Glasgow and Cardiff 
last Saturday

In Glasgow, demonstrators 
observed a solemn two-minute 
silence for the victims of the 
mosque attacks in New Zealand, 
then marched through the city 
centre. 

Speakers at the rally in 
George Square included Labour 
MSP Anas Sarwar and Scottish 
National Party MP Alison 
Thewliss.  

Sarwar emphasised the need 
for unity against racism and 
fascism. 

“The fight against 
Islamophobia should not be left 
to the Muslim community”, he 
said. “It is a fight for all of us.” 

The same is true, he 
continued, of the struggles 
against antisemitism, 
homophobia, sexism and all 
other forms of oppression.

Scottish TUC union federation 
president Lynn Henderson 
emphasised the need for unity 
in the face of a far right. “We are 

all marching under one banner”, 
she said. “And that banner is 
anti-racism.”

The demonstration was 
notable for the prominence of 
the banners and flags of the 
trade unions, including Unite, 
PCS, RMT, TSSA, EIS-Fela and 
FBU.

In Cardiff, speakers included 
Welsh Labour assembly member 
Jane Hutt, who brought a 
message on behalf of Welsh first 
minister Mark Drakeford, and 
Plaid Cymru leader Adam Price. 

They pressed the urgency of 
the situation and welcomed the 
unity of the movement.

Nimi Trivedi from Stand Up To 
Racism said, “In previous years 
I have come here and said that 
people need to be worried. 

“The time for just worrying is 
over, it is now time for action.” 

Nimi urged people to support 
the campaign against the Ukip 
and For Britain parties in the 
upcoming Newport West by 
election.
Thanks to Mark Brown, Peter 
Edwards and Martin Chapman

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

BREXIT AND THE SHAM OF 
CAPITALIST DEMOCRACY

 V
OTES THAT aren’t 
“meaningful”. Votes on 
the already defeated 
policies of a government 
without a majority. 

And votes blocked by 
parliamentary conventions from 
over 400 years ago. That’s what 
“democracy” looks like in Britain.

The Brexit shambles has 
underlined how hollow democracy 
is under capitalism. We aren’t just 
witnessing a crisis of Theresa May 
and the Tory government, but of 
the whole way that official politics 
is done.

Parliamentary democracy isn’t 
based on ordinary people making 
decisions for themselves.

First it limits participation to 
voting every few years in a general 
election. Then once the results are 
announced, people are supposed 
to let MPs get on with the 
business of “running the country”. 

To make the process seem even 
more remote, our rulers invent 
rituals and traditions to reinforce 
the idea that the way society is 
run is natural. 

But there is a far bigger 
problem with parliamentary 
democracy. Decisions made by 
the government and MPs can 
have a big impact, but real power 

doesn’t lie in parliament. It lies in 
the boardrooms of the banks and 
multinational corporations, which 
make all the major economic 
decisions. 

They use their immense power 
to make sure governments push 
through policies that put profit 
above people and planet.

Occasionally—as with Brexit at 
the moment—big business loses 
control. But it has a vast armoury 
of financial and other instruments 
to bend governments to its will.

There is an alternative to the 
parliamentary farce that means 
we don’t just have to sit back 
as spectators. That alternative 
is fighting back—whether that’s 
getting out onto the streets, 

organising strikes or taking direct 
action.

That’s why it was so important 
to see the 1.5 million people take 
part globally in the climate strikes 
last Friday. Thousands marched 
around London—and defied the 
authority of the cops (see pages 
10&11). 

And the following day up to 
25,000 people marched in London 
as part of a worldwide day of action 
against racism and the far right.

Movements outside parliament 
have the power to take on our 
rulers. 

Whenever people take action, 
they begin to see that they can 
challenge their “betters” and make 
decisions for themselves. 

There are always individuals 
who take a lead in organising 
action at the beginning. 

But as movements grow, they 
face questions about how to make 
sure the greatest possible number 
take part in decision-making. 

Real democracy flows from 
participation in action and 
discussion. 

And through taking action we 
can fight for an entirely different 
society, a socialist society, where 
ordinary people call the shots at 
every level. 

A TORY THREAT TO WOMEN
 TORY BRITAIN is ruining lives.  

MPs have been forced to 
launch an inquiry into how 

the rollout of Universal Credit 
(UC) has pushed some women to 
work as prostitutes.

The work and pensions select 
committee said it had received 
“sufficient evidence” of this 
 so-called “survival sex”.

UC claimants have to wait at 
least five weeks to receive their 
first payment. 

Several women have said 
this has forced them to make 

desperate choices to pay rent or 
feed their families.

Amber Rudd, Tory work and 
pensions secretary, is responsible 
for pushing through UC. 

The devastating impact on 
claimants will be no surprise to 
her because there have been 
repeated warnings throughout the 
rollout.

In areas where the UC regime 
is in force, foodbank use and rent 
arrears have rocketed.

In January four women workers 
won a legal challenge after the 

High Court ruled there is a 
“fundamental problem” with how 
UC payments are calculated.

Austerity has driven more 
working class women into poverty. 

Wage freezes, cuts to services 
and attacks on jobs have all made 
their lives harder.

Working as prostitutes 
puts women at greater risk of 
rape, harassment, murder and 
criminalisation from the state.

It’s another reason why we 
need to scrap UC and boot the 
Tories out.

When people take 
action they begin 
to see that they 
can challenge 
their ‘betters’

‘‘ 

 Anti-racist  
 anger spills  
 out onto  
 the streets 
Far right forces across the world 
are on the increase, and a mass 
movement against racism is crucial

FURY AGAINST racism was on 
the streets of London, Glasgow, 
Cardiff and cities across the 
world last Saturday.

Organisers said that 25,000 
people joined the Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) demonstration in 
London. 

Around 1,000 people braved 
light snow and freezing conditions 
to march through Glasgow and a  
similar number protested in Cardiff.

Many on the 
demonstrations 
had come out 

of fear and 

anger at how racism is rising across 
society. Sammy from Doncaster in 
South Yorkshire joined the demon-
stration in London. “There is a rise 
of right wing politicians like Donald 
Trump across the world,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

“The government has created 
hate, it’s creeping into our society 
and we have to stand against it.”

Hammered
The fascist mass shooting at two 
mosques in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, the previous day had ham-
mered home the scale of the threat.

Fazlelch, joint secretary of the 
Greater Sylhet Development and 
Welfare Council charity, was on the 
march in London. 

“We are very angry—people are 
killing people and they have no 

regret,” he said. 
“But we are united to show sol-

idarity to the world and we will 
fight together.” 

There was widespread union 
support with banners from all the 
major unions and a particularly 
impressive bloc from the CWU 
communication workers’ union. 

Frances O’Grady, TUC union 
federation general secretary said, 

“We will never ever let the fascists 
win. 

“Tommy Robinson is  no 

working class hero. He is a thug and 
a menace. 

“He is a pathetic plaything of rich, 
millionaire white supremacists.”

The rise of the fascist and far 
right forces has been fuelled by 
 state-sponsored racism against 
Muslims, migrants and refugees. 

Jashbirsingh, a CWU member, 
told Socialist Worker, “There have 
always been industrialists that want 
to divide and rule.” 

At the rally outside Downing 
Street shadow home secretary Diane 
Abbott said, “Muslim hatred has its 
enablers in mainstream politics and 
the media.

“We have to fight the enablers of 
Muslim hatred.” CWU union general 
secretary Dave Ward brought a mes-
sage of solidarity from Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn. 

It said the protest sent “a loud 
and clear message that we say no 
to Islamophobia, antisemitism and 
racism in any form”.

With far right forces and 
 scapegoating growing across the 
world, a big anti-racist movement 
is crucial. The marches showed how 
SUTR is developing real roots in 
local areas and workplaces. 

It can bring together people with 
very different views about Brexit but 

who agree that the real enemy is the 
Tories and racist scapegoating. 

Weyman Bennett, SUTR co-con-
venor, told the rally at the end of the 
march, “If we don’t stand together, 
we will hang together.

“Who defeated the NF? We did. 
Who defeated the BNP? We did. 
Who defeated the EDL? We did. 
Who stopped the DFLA? We did. 

“And we will stop the far right 
and fascists now.”

On other pages...
A climate of hope  
>>Pages 10&11

UP TO 25,000 people marched in London  Picture: Guy Smallman

 An inspiring day of resistance takes on the racist threat across the world
THE DEMONSTRATIONS in 
Britain were part of an annual 
international day of action against 
the rise of racism and the far right.

Around 12,000 people joined the 
demonstration in Vienna, Austria, 
last Saturday. It was organised by 
the Platform for a More Humane 
Asylum Policy and backed by over 
100 other organisations, including 
trade unions and political groups. 

It came against the backdrop 
of the Tory-Nazi coalition in 
Austria ramping up racism against 
Muslims and refugees. 

Hospital workers, refugees and 

migrants led a thousands-strong 
demonstration in Athens. There 
were also big delegations of 
workers from the education unions, 
the Muslim Association of Greece 
and LGBT+ organisations.

There were protests in eight 
towns and cities across Greece.

Demonstrations were organised 
in 32 different German cities and 
towns.

Around 2,000 people braved 
terrible weather in Berlin to 
march. The protest was called by 
Aufstehen Gegen Rassismus (Stand 
Up Against Racism) and supported 

by the Die Linke, Green and SPD 
parties, the Muslim Centre Berlin 
and the teachers’ union.

Five Polish cities saw 
demonstrations last Saturday. 
Around 1,000 people came out in 
the capital Warsaw and hundreds 
demonstrated in Gdansk, Krakow, 
Pozna and Szczecin.

Andy Zebrowski reports, “It’s 
possible that there were other 
protests in Poland that we don’t 
yet know about. We only heard 
on Saturday evening that a group 
of women’s rights activists had 
organised a picket against racism 

and fascism in the city of Toru.”
The United Against Racism 

coalition there is trying to 
coordinate the various strands of 
the movement. 

It involves left parties, the 
Greens, trade unions, students, 
interfaith groups, immigrants and 
NGOs working with refugees and 
migrants.

US activists also held their first 
ever demonstration on the annual 
international day of action. 

Some 500 people from different 
left and anti-fascist groups rallied 
in New York.In Vienna

Different elements of the movement

Activists’ 
diary
Saturday 27 April
Day of action against Ukip in 
the local elections

Saturday 27 April
Refugee solidarity convoy to 
Calais. Email  
info@standuptoracism.org.uk if 
you’d like to take part

Sunday 19 May
Student Convoy to Calais

Saturday 1 June
Stand Up To Racism forum: After 
the Euro elections, how can we 
stop the rise of the far right?

Sunday 25 & Monday 26 August
Notting Hill Carnival:  
Love Music Hate Racism float

Saturday 19 October 
Stand Up To Racism conference

31 October-4 November
Unite Against Fascism 
educational trip to Auschwitz
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Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and get the 
latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go to  
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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Brexit not key cause 
of car industry crisis
BAD NEWS has been hitting the British car industry 
since the start of the year. In January Jaguar Land Rover 
announced 4,500 redundancies, mostly in Britain.  

In February Honda said it would close its Swindon 
plant, threatening 3,500 jobs directly and thousands more 
indirectly. Nissan reversed its decision to produce a new 
sports utility vehicle in Sunderland. 

Last week it cancelled production of two Infiniti models 
made in the same plant. Meanwhile, car production in 
Britain has been falling since 2016. New spending has 
dropped by 90 percent in the past five years.

How much is this to do with Brexit? Didier Leroy, head 
of Toyota in Europe, has said that a no-deal Brexit would 
be “terrible” for the company. This reflects the fact that the 
car industry was rebuilt in Britain in the 1980s and 1990s 
mainly by Japanese companies building plants here to get 
access to the European Single Market.  

The tariff and customs barriers a no-deal Brexit would 
create would seriously disrupt the transnational production 
networks running across the Channel on which the car 
industry relies.

But the problem can’t be reduced to Brexit. A new free 
trade agreement between Japan and the European Union 
(EU) came into force last month. By 2027 this will scrap 
tariffs on Japanese cars imported into the EU. Ironically 
this was included at the behest of the British government to 
support the Japanese car companies based here.

But they invested in Britain in the first place to get round 
the tariff barriers that used to keep their exports out of the 
EU. Soon they will be able to produce for the European 
market directly from Japan. Both Honda and Nissan are 
shifting the production they are scrapping in Britain to 
Japan.

To a significant extent this represents a retreat from 
Europe altogether, which the Japanese car giants see as 
a less important market than the US and China. Honda is 
shutting down its Turkish plant as well. 

Ford is cutting back thousands of jobs in Europe—5,000 
in Germany and at least some in Britain, in a move that 
certainly has nothing to do with Brexit.

Demand
There are much larger forces at work. General Motors 
announced in November that it was closing seven plants, 
four in the US. Demand for passenger cars is falling, while 
that for 4x4 vehicles has been rising. This reinforced car 
companies’ hope that by switching to diesel they could meet 
more demanding targets for CO2 emissions. 

But the scandal over Volkswagen rigging its emission 
tests has highlighted the fact that diesel cars produce highly 
harmful soot and fine particles.

These problems are speeding up the switch to hybrid and 
electric cars. But this requires huge investment. Moreover, 
because of the scale and complexity of the technological 
changes involved, the established car firms feel vulnerable 
to new entrants. These include Tesla, which is headed by the 
erratic Elon Musk and is also pioneering self-driven cars.

All these pressures on car firms are leading to 
dramas different from Brexit. The most remarkable 
is that surrounding Carlos Ghosn. Until recently this 
Lebanese-Brazilian businessman headed up the Triple 
Alliance of Renault, Nissan, and Mitsubishi Motors. 

The development of this alliance since the end of the 
last century is a sign of car firms’ need to rationalise and 
merge. Mitsubishi was a scalp Ghosn added to his belt quite 
recently. But in November he was suddenly arrested when 
re-entering Japan on charges of tax fraud. Simultaneously 
Nissan announced his dismissal. Ghosn is now out on bail. 

He claims that the charges against him are the result of 
“plot and treason” by Nissan executives who want to block 
his plans for a full merger between the three firms.

If there’s any truth to Ghosn’s claims, they illustrate 
how nationally rooted big firms remain even in the era of 
globalisation. But the affair also unveils the tensions created 
by the competitive and uncertain environment car firms face. 

This is a context where, as the Financial Times put it, “It 
gets harder and harder to carry marginal plants.” Brexit 
might tip the balance in favour of closure, but it’s not the 
main cause.

Just one soldier on murder 
charge over Bloody Sunday
Sixteen British 
soldiers will face no 
prosecution over 
killings in Northern 
Ireland, writes 
Simon Basketter

ONE FORMER Br i t i sh 
paratrooper will be pros-
ecuted for two murders 
and four attempted mur-
ders on Bloody Sunday, 
Northern Ireland's Public 
P ro se c u t i o n  S e r v i ce 
announced last week.

The solider will face pros-
ecution for the murders of 
James Wray and William 
McKinney and the attempted 
murders of Joseph Friel, 
Michael Quinn, Joe Mahon 
and Patrick O'Donnell.

Thirteen civil rights dem-
onstrators were shot dead on 
January 30 1972. 

Some 15 others were shot 
and injured with one dying 
later from their injuries.

Sixteen other soldiers will 
not face prosecution.

S o m e w h a t  i n c r e d u -
lously, the North’s Public 
Prosecution Service claimed 
there wasn’t enough evidence 
to successfully prosecute the 
other 16 soldiers.

Deaths
Why is Soldier F not being 
charged with more deaths?

We know he killed Michael 
Kelly because he admitted it 
during the Saville Inquiry 
on condition his confession 
couldn’t be used against him.

Lord Saville himself was 
in “no doubt” Soldier F shot 
Barney McGuigan and Patrick 
Doherty.

Emerging from his hiding 
place with a white hand-
kerchief in the air, Barney 
McGuigan was hit in the back 

of the head while going to the 
aid of fatally-injured Patrick 
Doherty.

A solicitor for a number 
of the Bloody Sunday fami-
lies, Ciaran Shiels, said there 
had been “unprecedented 
attempted political interfer-
ence with the independence 
of the judicial process”.

“We are disappointed that 
not all of those responsible 
are to face trial,” he said.  

But he added that the ruling 
is “a remarkable achievement 
by the families and victims of 
Bloody Sunday”.

Relatives of the killed had 
marched together to hear the 
news of whether any soldiers 
would be prosecuted.

They marched again to 
the city’s Guildhall, holding 
 pictures of those killed.

Families said it is a “ter-
rible disappointment” that 
more soldiers will not be 
prosecuted.

“To deny people their 
human rights is to challenge 
their very humanity,” said 
John Kelly.

 His brother, 17 year old 
Michael, was killed on the 
day.

The government has 
confirmed that it will pay 

all soldiers F’s legal costs.  
The prime minister’s official 
spokesman said, “Clearly, we 
are indebted to those who 
served with courage and dis-
tinction to bring peace to 
Northern Ireland.”

James Wray’s brother Liam 
said the Wray family was 
“relieved”  that Liam’s death 
will be investigated, but was 
“very saddened for the other 
families of those killed on 
Bloody Sunday”.

“There are a lot of sad and 
heartbroken people today,” 
he said. 

“The Bloody Sunday 
 families are not finished yet.”

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

FAMILIES OF those killed on Bloody Sunday (above). A 
British soldier in Northern Ireland (left)

FIGURE IT OUT
 72  people are 

thought to have 
died in the 2017 
Grenfell Tower 
fire

 5  years is how 
long it will 
take to remove 
dangerous 
cladding from 
high rise blocks 
at the current 
rate

 6  buildings a 
month are 
having work 
to remove 
cladding 
completed  

 Grenfell residents’ rights breached
HUNDREDS OF people 
joined the monthly Silent 
Walk to demand justice 
for those who died in the 
Grenfell Tower fire on 
Thursday of last week.

Rapper Lowkey told 
the rally at the end of the 
march, “It’s time for us to 
go for the corporations. 

“This is about a system 
that lets people put 
flammable material on 
buildings.”

Moyra Samuels from the 
Justice4Grenfell campaign 
agreed. “We need to focus 
on the institutions that are 
really to blame,” she said. 

The Silent Walk 

came one day after the 
Equalities and Human 
Rights Commission 
released a report into the 
fire. 

It found that the rights 
of the tower’s residents 
had been violated.

People’s housing needs 
were disregarded and the 
care given to survivors was 
inadequate, contributing 
to “the harm that people 
have suffered”. 

Moyra said, “What 
action is being taken about 
it? 

“How are the people 
that breached these rights 
being held to account?”Grenfell Tower
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More privatisation chaos 
as Interserve collapses 
THOUSANDS OF workers have 
been plunged into an uncer-
tain future as outsourcing 
giant Interserve collapsed into 
 administration last week. 

It’s another sign of the destruction 
and theft caused by privatisation.

Interserve is responsible for deliv‑
ering £2 billion worth of government 
contracts and has 45,000 workers in 
the UK and 88,000 globally.

It’s one of the biggest private 
contractors in Britain, and services 
stand on the edge of chaos. 

The firm has contracts for ser‑
vices ranging from cleaning and 
providing school meals to manag‑
ing big  construction projects—and 
even  running parts of the probation 
services.

Shareholders said no to a “rescue 
deal” on Friday last week. They 
rejected the plan by 59 percent 
because it would have cut the value 
of their shares.

Interserve is now under the 
 control of administration firm EY 
and has been bought by a consor‑
tium of banks and hedge funds 
called Montana 1 Limited. This is 
set to soon be renamed as Interserve 
Group Limited. 

Despite running into trou‑
ble because of huge debts, 
Interserve bosses claimed it was a 
 “fundamentally a strong business”

“With a competitive finan‑
cial platform in place we see 
 significant opportunities ahead as 
a best‑in‑class partner to the public 
and private sector,” said Interserve 
chief executive Debbie White. 

Outsourcer Mitie is interested 
buying out parts of Interserve’s 
operations. But transferring 
 contracts from one outsourcer to 
another isn’t the solution. 

Sham
Interserve is just the latest expose 
of the sham of privatisation and 
 outsourcing of important public 
 services. The collapse of outsourc‑
ing giant Carillion in January 2018 
cost an estimated £150 million in 
public money. 

And Capita has been embroiled 
in a number of high profile failures. 
A National Audit Office report said 
last year that Capita’s NHS contracts 
could have “put patients at risk of 
serious harm”. 

But the Tory government hasn’t 
learnt from the collapse of private 
companies. Interserve was handed 
£660 million in public contracts 
in 2017‑18 and £6 million after 
announcing £700 million debts and 
seeking a rescue deal. 

GMB union national officer Kevin 
Brandstatter said, “Ministers have 
learnt absolutely nothing from the 
Carillion fiasco and are hell‑bent on 
outsourcing public sector contracts. 

“Shambolic mismanagement is 
putting jobs out on the line and 
 services in jeopardy. 

“Our public services can’t go on 
like this.” Firms such as Interserve 
depend on the public sector to 
 survive—some 70 percent of its 
annual £2.9 billion came from gov‑
ernment contracts. 

The last two decades have seen 
large amounts of council and 
 government services transferred to 
private companies. 

That means services that should 
be in public control are put into the 
hands of unaccountable companies 
and unelected bosses.

Pressure must be applied on 
the Tories to take services back in 
house—and Labour should pledge to 
overturn all privatisation measures.

On other pages...
Outsourced workers fighting to 
win NHS pay >>Page 19

INTERSERVE EMPLOYS cleaners whose jobs are now under threat 

Promises of a false Dawnus
CONSTRUCTION firm Dawnus 
also went into administration 
on Thursday of last week. 

Construction works in 
Swansea and Manchester 
were halted after Dawnus 
was handed over to 
accounting firm Grant 
Thornton for administration.

Workers who hadn’t been 
paid abandoned diggers on 
the £15 million project in 
Regent Road in Manchester.

Dawnus has a slew 
of public contracts. 

These include building a 
£12 million redevelopment 

of the Kingsway road in 
Swansea, schools and a flood 
defence scheme in Cardiff.

It has 700 staff across 
the UK working in 
construction, development, 
commercial management, 
plant hire and recycling.

Its most recent accounts 
showed it had a turnover 
of £170 million in 2017.

And it said it was 
optimistic about its future.

Manchester City Council 
paid Dawnus almost half a 
million pounds just days before 
it went into administration.

BIRMINGHAM

School ends  
lessons on 
LGBT+
A PRIMARY school in 
Birmingham has dropped 
a programme that includes 
LGBT+ education after weeks of 
parent protests.

Parkfield Community School 
indefinitely suspended the 
No Outsiders in Our Schools 
programme on Thursday. This 
involved lessons on diversity as 
part of Relationships and Sex 
Education (RSE).

Many Muslim parents have 
organised weekly protests 
outside the school gates and 
kept around 600 children at 
home last month.

School management has 
made the argument more 
difficult by linking the lessons 
to the Prevent programme that 
targets Muslims. It should have 
no place in LGBT+ education.

Ezra of Hidayah, an 
organisation that provides 
support and welfare for LGBT+ 
Muslims, told Socialist Worker, 
“We are really disappointed that 
the protests have resulted in the 
suspension of the lessons.

“This will seem like a victory 
to the parents, but the children 
will need the lessons. I go 
into schools and so many are 
surprised to see us because 
they’ve learnt that you can’t be 
LGBT+ and Muslim.”

Reinstated
There should be more RSE 
education in all schools and 
children shouldn’t miss out on 
it. The LGBT+ lessons should be 
reinstated at Parkfield school. 

There are different shades of 
opinion within the protests. 

Some parents put forward 
homophobic views and don’t 
want positive mentions of 
LGBT+ people in education. 

Others hope to achieve 
a compromise that keeps 
a different form of LGBT+ 
education.

Salma Yaqoob, a Birmingham 
campaigner, said that after a 
recent get-together of parents 
and LGBT+ people, “Parents 
affirmed support for teaching 
of the Equality Act, including 
tackling LGBT+ discrimination”.

Abiding by the Equality Act 
can mean different things to 
different people.  

Some parents accept equal 
rights for LGBT+ people, but 
deny that people can identify as 
both Muslim and gay.

Ezra explained that Muslims 
have different positions. “Some 
have a really conservative 
belief,” she said. “But a lot of 
Muslims think that both Muslim 
and LGBT+ people share 
oppression and then others 
think that being both is fine.” 

She added, “You have to 
take the argument to the 
conservatives.”
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  Yellow Vest 
 movement 
 has Macron 
 on the run 
A picture of the president quaffing 
wine while Paris burned didn’t go 
down well, reports Charlie Kimber 

FRANCE IS in revolt against 
i ts  government .  Hundreds 
of  thousands of Yellow Vest 
 protesters took to the streets last 
week—and workers struck across 
France on Tuesday. 

It followed days of repeated mass 
protests, including a student climate 
strike of around 168,000 people last 
Friday. The next day the “March of 
the Century” over climate chaos 
saw up to 350,000 come out onto  
the streets.

At the same time thousands of 
people joined solidarity protests 
with the Algerian uprising. 

The Yellow Vest protests saw a 
sharp increase in numbers from the 
 previous week and several thousand 
marched against racism in Paris last 
Saturday. 

These protests are not all directly 
related to each other, but people are 
forging links. 

S e v e r a l  Y e l l o w  V e s t  
demonstrations began with a 
minute’s silence for the Muslims 
murdered in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, last week. And groups of 
Yellow Vests went on the March of 
the Century. 

Climate 
The slogan, “End of the world, end 
of the month—same fight,” was 
popular. 

It meant that people fighting cli-
mate change and workers struggling 
to make their wages last a month 
share a common cause.

“It was incredible to be in Paris 
last Saturday,” teacher Nicole told 
Socialist Worker. “Everywhere 
you  l ooked  someone  was 
demonstrating. 

“It’s a revolt, not as class-based 
and powerful as we might like, 
but it’s a tonic, a reassertion that 
 ordinary people can resist.”

All the protests have intensified 
the pressure on neoliberal presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron. He tried 
to show his contempt for protesters 
by heading off to a ski resort in the 
Pyrenees for the weekend.

Macron was pictured smiling 
broadly and pouring drinks for his 

friends. This did not look so clever 
as reports came in that Yellow 
Vests had smashed their way into 
dozens of luxury stores on Paris’s 
 Champs-Elysees street.

Protesters targeted the Hugo 
Boss and Nespresso stores and the 
Le Fouquet’s restaurant, which 
is  popular with the wealthy and 
 powerful. A branch of Tarneaud 
bank was engulfed in flames.

Police responded with their 
 habitual violence against all Yellow 
Vest protesters and made nearly 
250 arrests.

Macron hurriedly cut short his 
trip and returned to the capital for 
a crisis meeting with ministers. He 
sacked the Paris chief of police, but 
the main push was more repression.

The authorities have announced 
a ban on further demonstrations 
in parts of Paris, Bordeaux and 
Toulouse if “radicals” are present.

The tirades against the Yellow 
Vests are encouraging personal 
violence towards the movement’s 
 high-profile figures. 

Eric Drouet, a leading Yellow 
Vest, had his house and car attacked 
on Monday.

Macron is desperate and  lashing 
out—but bringing the struggles 
together can defeat him.

On other pages...
How can revolts in North Africa 
deepen?>>Pages 14&15

BACK STORY
President Emmanuel Macron 
faced resistance on multiple 
fronts last weekend 
lThe Yellow Vest movement 
is still mobilising hundreds of 
thousands onto the streets 
lWorkers have pushed their 
unions to take some action 
lThere were big student strikes 
for action on climate change 
lAnd thousands joined a 
demonstration against racism 
lThose involved are forging links

DOCKERS STRUCK and 
joined a demonstration of 
up to 10,000 in the northern 
port city of Le Havre on 
Tuesday (above) President 
Emmanuel Macron toasted 
friends while at a ski resort 
in the Pyrenees (left) He 
was forced to cut short his 
‘mini-break’ after Yellow Vest 
protesters again took over 
central Paris last Saturday 
and attacked shops of the 
rich 

‘We have power to force out arrogant 
president’, say strikers across France 
THE NATIONAL day of union 
action on Tuesday saw strikes and 
120 demonstrations take place 
across France. 

They were called by three trade 
union federations and the students’ 
and school students’ unions.

The strike was popular. One 
survey at the beginning of the 
week found that 73 percent of 
people thought the action was 
justified.

Henri, a hospital worker from 
Nice, told Socialist Worker, 
“People are out because of the 
attacks on the health service, but 
also for many other reasons. 

“I work with Arab people whose 
families came from Algeria.

Support 
“They were waving a little Algerian 
flag on the demonstration because 
they wanted to show their support 
for the revolt there.

“And several of us are part of 
the Yellow Vest movement. We 
welcomed our fellow Yellow Vests 
who are not in unions on to the 
demonstration too.”

He added, “There’s such a 
feeling for action. 

“Macron is so arrogant and the 
rulers are attacking each other. 

I feel we could get him out if we 
were together.”

There was plenty of class anger 
on the demonstrations. 

In Rouen in Normandy marchers 
chanted, “Tax profits and make 
the bankers pay,” and, “Macron, 
you’re screwed, workers are in the 
streets.”

Alice, a catering worker from 
Lille, told Socialist Worker, “Some 
of us are striking at my factory, 

some not. But everyone is positive 
towards the strike.  

“It would have been bigger if the 
unions had done more. 

“There is still a sense of going 
through the motions when a strike 
is built, but it’s very good to be 
striking.”

Hospital
It’s possible for the strikes to go 
further. 

The pressure for the unions to 
make even token noises came from 
below. 

It involved workers demanding 
action, and calls for an “unlimited 
general strike” from Yellow Vest 
general assemblies in places 
including Rouen, Ales and Lille.

All these links can develop 
further—and there are some rank 
and file initiatives.

Rail workers in Paris last 
Saturday made a big push to 
welcome Yellow Vests to stations 
for discussions and refreshments. 

Several hundred people left 
the Gare du Nord station to join 
the demonstration on the Champs 
Elysees. 

They marched behind a banner 
saying, “Rail workers and Yellow 
Vests, together we derail Macron.”

Health workers strike in Nice 
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Fight now to 
stop the cuts
MY COUNCIL tax bill 
shows that in 2010 my 
local authority received 
£289 million—and in 
2017 just £171 million.

The only things 
booming in Leicester 
are food banks, queues 
for benefits advice and 
people on the streets.

Brexit and fights in 
the Labour Party can be 
a distraction. Jeremy 
Corbyn needs to fight 
back. We can’t afford 
another ten years of 
these cuts.

Name and address provided

Stop support 
for apartheid
WHEN WILL the 
West stop supporting 
apartheid in Israel?

Mark Wardell
On Facebook

A new low for 
Boris Johnson
BORIS Johnson 
reached a new low 
by complaining about 
investigations into child 
sexual abuse.

For Johnson, looking 
into “historic offences 
and all this malarkey” is  
money “spaffed up the 
wall”.

It’s shocking they 
think they can get away 
with this. We have to get 
these scum out of office.

Laura Kershaw
Leeds

A government  
of hypocrites
THE UK should have 
followed due process in 
the case of Shamima 
Begum, as they would for 
any other British citizen. 

Casting her out 
like this makes the 
government look 
hypocritical in its 
advocacy of human 
rights across the world.

John Szilady
On Facebook

Theresa May’s 
two-tier rights
THERESA MAY and the 
Tories have created two 
tiers of human rights.

One for those who are 
white natives, the other 
for immigrants, refugees, 
Muslims and BAME 
groups—the hostile 
environment.

Jeremy Corbyn 
fights against racism 
and apartheid at home 
and abroad. #JC4PM 
#ToriesOut

@MoAnsar
On Twitter

Just a 
thought...

A climate striker in London 

 Link the climate fight to wider struggle 
PAULA HUGHES is right to 
highlight the seriousness 
of climate change and I 
agree that Socialist 
Worker’s coverage of the 
recent climate protests is 
excellent (Letters, 13 
March). 

The threat from climate 
change is of paramount 
importance.

Winning the change we 
need will come out of 
building radical 
movements that fight for 
reforms as part of 
building the wider 
struggle for socialism. 

Socialists helped to 
launch the One Million 

Climate Jobs campaign 
through the Campaign 
Against Climate Change—
which has now spread 
internationally. 

This is about working 
people fighting for more 
and better jobs that 

reduce emissions and 
improve people’s lives—
such as more public 
transport and renewable 
energy. 

But every time workers 
fight back and win—over 
pay, jobs or anything 
else—they come out of 
the experience more 
confident and willing to 
fight over other issues. 

We cannot counterpose 
environmental issues to 
other demands. We need 
to link the fights together, 
as the enemy is the 
same—capitalism.

Martin Empson
Manchester

 Justice for  
 Orgreave
THE TORIES gave another 
kick in the teeth to miners 
and people in ex-mining 
areas this month. 

Sajid Javid, the home 
secretary, rejected an offer 
by Sheffield bishop Dr 
Wilcox to oversee an 
independent panel inquiry 
into the Battle of Orgreave, 
a police attack on striking 
miners in June 1984.

It was part of Margaret 
Thatcher’s attack on the 
miners’ NUM union and 
unions in general.

The Orgreave Truth and 
Justice Campaign (OTJC) 
welcomed Dr Wilcox’s 
intervention into our 
seven-year campaign. 

However, we have 
become hardened to Tory 
refusals to investigate—
after all, they have the most 
to lose.

Dr Wilcox said there are 
“unresolved questions 
about what happened at 
Orgreave and why”. 

The OTJC welcomes the 
Labour Party manifesto 
commitment to a full 
inquiry into the events at 
Orgreave. 

We recognise that only a 
socialist Labour 
government can bring 
justice to not only our 
comrades wrongly arrested 
and charged, but to all 
other campaigns fighting 
for justice.

We take strength and 
encouragement from other 
justice campaigns and vow 
to fight on. We urge our 
supporters to contact Javid 
and express their anger at 
the decision.

Joe Rollin
OTJC founding member

Contact Sajid Javid at public.
enquiries@homeoffice.gsi.gov.
uk and tweet to @sajidjavid 
and @ukhomeoffice using the 
hashtag #orgreavejustice

 Shamima Begum case  
 shows double standard 
IF SHAMIMA Begum was 
white, people would have a 
much easier time seeing her 
as British (Socialist Worker, 
13 March).

She is as British as I am!
Lots of people commit 

crimes abroad—they don’t 
get their citizenship 
revoked. 

There are people who’ve 
murdered people overseas 
and they still get to come 
back once they’ve finished 
their sentence. 

Gary Glitter is still British 
and he’s spent basically his 
entire life abusing children 

in Asia. So we’ll happily 
keep him, but not a 
teenager who hasn’t 
actually physically harmed 
anyone? Not to mention 
that she’d be returning in 
order to face the music and 
go to prison.

Real extremists will 
already be using this to 
prove that Britain is 
Islamophobic and mobilise 
more support. 

If we want to prove them 
wrong we’re going to have 
to do a lot better than this.

Susan Clare
On Facebook

We must defend Corbyn to 
build unity against racism 
AS AN octogenarian, my views on 
antisemitism were shaped by 
growing up before and after the 
Second World War. 

The tragic mistreatment of the 
Jews in Europe led me to become 
an active anti-Nazi.

After the war I encountered 
Oswald Mosley and his Blackshirts. 

I witnessed the Jewish  
ex-servicemen’s association and 
many on the left attack the 
platform of the Nazis. These 
influences led to my political 
development. 

I joined the Communist Party 
and later the International 
Socialists, which became the 
Socialist Workers Party. 

I never joined the Labour Party, 

which has been described as a 
“broad church”. I never considered 
it broad enough to include me. 

I lived through the Clement 
Attlee government. It has gained a 
reputation as a left government, 
but was quite right wing. 

Of course it created the health 
service. But it failed to rid us of 
the House of Lords, the monarchy 
and private education.

It fought wars trying desperately 
to save the British Empire. It was 
also involved in breaking strikes.

Whenever the left gains support 
inside Labour, the right wing 
campaigns against it. 

Margaret Hodge has called 
Jeremy Corbyn an antisemite for 
daring to side with the Palestinians 

in their struggle against Israel.
Israel’s role is to act in the 

interests of the US in the Middle 
East. Palestinians inside Israel are 
second class citizens. 

What is really troubling is that 
the alt-right, Islamophobia and 
antisemitism are on the rise. 

Jews face growing danger and 
the anti-fascist movement requires 
the utmost unity. To this end, 
Corbyn’s defence is critical.

We must cast aside any 
sectarianism. The stakes are too 
important. If we are to take this 
movement forward, the Blairites 
and Zionists have to be defeated. 

Are you up for the fight?
Eddie Prevost

East London
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T
HE SCHOOL climate 
s t r i k e  m o v e m e n t 
reached a scale no-one 
could have predicted as 
classrooms around the 
world emptied and stu-

dents took to the streets last Friday
Students struck together in  

125 countries and on every continent. 
The action saw a historic 1.5 million 
people protest to demand urgent 
action on climate change.

A 50,000-strong walkout across 
Britain was over twice the size of the 
first strike in February. The march in 
London was like nothing else that’s 
happened in British politics for years.

Thousands of school students 
descended on central London—and 
marched off wherever they felt like.

Much of the anger was directed 
broadly at those at the top of soci-
ety. An early breakaway group of sev-
eral thousand students marched from 
Parliament Square, up Whitehall 
past Downing Street and on to 
Buckingham Palace.

The cops were at a loss as to how to 
contain them. Barriers were lowered at 
the bottom of Pall Mall, but the strikers 
just climbed over them. Police formed 
a line at the top of the Mall, but the 
 students found a way round them.

Indignation
At one point police parked vehicles 
across the road. The students crawled 
under them. In Britain, the mobilisa-
tions have had a strong anti-Tory feel-
ing. “Kick out the Tories,” and “Fuck 
Theresa May,” were popular chants, 
although some protesters argued 
the movement shouldn’t become 
 “political”.

There were some chants for 
Jeremy Corbyn, but they had much 
less take-up. It’s an indication that 
Corbynism—increasingly focused 
on parliament—is a small ele-
ment of this street movement for 
change.

Most of the activists had never 
been on a demonstration before 
but were moved to act because of 
the scale of the problem. 

Gregor from north London told 
Socialist Worker that he joined in 
because “climate change is hon-
estly the most important issue. It 
should be everyone’s top priority—it’s 
above other problems,” he said. 

For many climate strikers, a combi-
nation of changes to personal behav-
iour and wider systemic changes will 
be needed to tackle the climate crisis.

Many carried homemade banners 
about plastic, water usage, food wast-
age and pollution.

“I’m a vegan, I advocate that 
because cows produce so much meth-
ane,” said striker Orla. “And people 
need to think more about the waste 
and energy they use.”  

Behaviour
Her friend Romy argued that “we also 
need bigger changes such as public 
transport—more electric cars and 
buses”. 

“We need legislation based on the 
Paris Agreement—but it needs to go 
further because that’s not enough,” 
she added. 

The Friday For Future movement’s 
focus on collective action is a wel-
come move away from divisive poli-
tics that focus exclusively on chang-
ing individual behaviour. This spirit 
of fighting together gives the climate 
strikes and protests their energy.

South London school student 

Caoimhe said it was “just amaz-
ing” to be part of the climate strike 
movement. 

“We need to come together to and 
say ‘this is wrong and we need to do 
something about it’. 

“We need the government to 
declare a climate emergency because 
this isn’t something that’s happening 
in the future, but right now,” she 
said. 

The strikes are an attempt to make 
those responsible for the climate 
crisis take action.

Matthew argued that “it’s only 
going to affect young people—it’s not 
going to affect the politicians making 
decisions, it’s going to affect us.”

Striker Nighan said, “It’s our 
future—we’re the ones who will have 
to deal with it, not adults.”

For others, it’s more a struggle 

between the rich and ordinary people. 
“The only way to change things is 

to rise up,” explained Orlando from 
Bedfordshire.

“It’s the rich bastards at the top 
who won’t be affected but we will.”   

Politicians tried to reduce the cli-
mate chaos to something that can be 
solved by banning drinking straws or 
plastic bags.

But the problem is that oil and gas 

companies pollute our planet just to 
get rich—and governments let them.

Priyaanca demanded that “the gov-
ernment stop investing in fossil fuels, 
and start investing in  renewable 
energy”.

“I want my grandchildren to have 
a good future,” she said. 

“It’s way more important than any-
thing else—climate change means the 
world is going to end.”

WHERE NEXT?
Movement 
must spread
IN JUST six months the school 
strikes movement has gone from 
a solo protest to coordinated 
action by 1.5 million. 

Now there are calls in Britain 
to demonstrate in Parliament 
Square every Friday starting from 
this week, with a major push on 
15 April and 24 May.

The strikes were started in 
August 2018 by teenager Greta 
Thunberg—now nominated for a 
Nobel Peace Prize. She demanded 
the Swedish government act on 
the promises it made during the 
Paris climate talks.  

Following the latest round of 
climate strikes, Greta released a 
statement calling for “new politics 
and new economies”. “We can no 
longer only focus on individual 
and separate issues like electric 
cars, nuclear power, meat, 
aviation or biofuels,” she said. 

“The political system that 
you have created is all about 
competition. We need to start 
cooperating and sharing the 
remaining resources of this planet 
in a fair way.”

It’s a welcome development 
that instead of collapsing into 
technical solutions for climate 
chaos, Greta looks at what needs 
to happen at a system-wide level. 

People around the world will 
be inspired by the actions of the 
school students. But what’s the 
next step for the movement? 

Congratulate
A good place to start would be 
in the workplaces. Strikes were 
bigger in places such as Australia 
and France because workers 
supported them. 

Sharan Burrow, International 
Trade Union Confederation 
general secretary, said, “The 
students are taking responsibility 
where leaders have failed.

“We have to thank them for 
their bravery in confronting the 
climate crisis. Their courage 
deserves our support.”

But it’s not enough to 
congratulate the students without 
organising concrete action.

Every worker should fight for 
solidarity with students, as well 
as organising their own action. 

Trade union branches should 
invite climate strikers to address 
meetings and bring workers onto 
the streets for the next big action.

And education workers should 
refuse to punish climate strikers. 
Their unions should back them.

Extinction Rebellion activists 
are building on the momentum 
created by the school strikes 

and plan a two-week 
“international rebellion” of 
non-violent direct action to 
start on 15 April. 

“Governments 
prioritise the short 
term interests of the 
economic elites, so 

we have to disrupt the 
economy to get their 
attention,” it said.

CLIMATE
HOPEof

After a reported 1.5 million people join school strikes over climate change, 
Sarah Bates reports from the walkout in London—and looks at where the 

movement could go next

This is a worldwide movement for change
THE GLOBAL Fridays For Future 
walkout saw action in over 2,000 
towns and cities in just one day.

Haven Coleman is a co-founder 
of US Climate Strike—where 
100,000 students struck in almost 
all states. “Last summer was the 
worst fire season for Colorado 
ever,” she said. 

“And especially because we 
have so much fracking and car 
exhaust pollution, it hurt to 
breathe. That was scary.” 

In San Francisco, protesters 
chanted for “a green new 
deal”—a renewable energy 
investment programme 
proposed by Democrat politician 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. 

Around 150,000 marched in 
Montreal, Canada, where activists 
are busy organising a nationwide 
climate strike for 3 May.

Fridays for Future say there 
were 235 strikes across Italy with 
500,000 taking part overall.

In Rome, students marched 
past the Colosseum towards 
Piaza Venezia, where thousands 
gathered for speeches from 
climate activists.

Student Eveline said she could 
already see the effects of climate 
change. “Italy is starting to import 
olives, because the climate is 
changing so much that it’s hard to 
grow olives,” she said. 

“And considering we’re one of 
the biggest producers of olive oil, 
that’s very worrying. So it’s having 
a big effect on our crops.” 

France had one of the biggest 

strikes, where organisers say 
168,000 struck and 40,000 
marched in Paris. 

The government held climate 
change debates at school in an 
attempt to stop the strike. 

Organisers Youth for Climate 
branded it a “desperate gesture” 
with the aim of “quelling disputes 
that are being expressed on the 
streets”. 

Some 300,000 took part in 
Germany’s walkout. There were at 
least 37 protests in Ireland, and 
it’s estimated 16,000 struck. 

In Australia around 150,000 
students joined the strikes—which 
were supported by 20 trade 
unions. Sixteen year old India told 
Socialist Worker, “Probably the 
most exciting thing about today 

was seeing how many people 
actually came along. 

“I was surveying who was in the 
crowd and just seeing the wide 
demographic of people—really 
old white men and young kids all 
here together uniting for climate 
action was really beautiful.”

Sydney university student 
Raquel said, “Half the Great 
Barrier Reef is gone and each year 
the heat waves are increasing.

“We’re not politicians, we can’t 
make massive changes, but this 
shows them that the youth is 
screaming at you—I think that 
says something.” 

Two thousand students rallied 
at the New Zealand parliament.

Alongside the bigger strikes, 
there were smaller walkouts—in 
many places where there hadn’t 
been action before. 

In Hong Kong, around 1,000 
students marched to the Central 
Government Offices. Over 
500 students struck in 
Greece.

Some 300 strikers 
rallied at Kasu 
Brahmananda Reddy 
National Park in 
Hydrabad, India. 
And in Delhi, 
student Srijani 
said people “have 
to make a choice 
whether we 
want to sit and 
be indifferent or 
do something for our 
planet”. 

School strikers took orders from 
nobody and ignored police to 
march down Pall Mall in central 
London (left) Protests in Brighton 
helped bring the city to a standstill 
(above) York strikers took over the 
centre of town, while in London a 
spontaneous march took off across 
Westminster Bridge (right)  

Pictures: Guy smallman, christian hoGsbjerG and  

julie ForGan

In Australia, around 
150,000 students 
struck, supported 
by 20 national  
trade unions

‘‘ 
School students in Uganda joined the global strike along with others across Africa and Asia

Denier in chief
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON       Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BARNSLEY
System change not 
climate change
Thu 28 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Room 302, The Civic,
Hanson St,
S70 2HZ
LONDON: HACKNEY
Know your enemy—alt-right, 
the far-right and fascists
Thu 4 Apr, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
System change not 
climate change
Wed 3 Apr, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St, Deptford
SE8 4RH
NEWCASTLE
Know your enemy—alt-right, 
the far-right and fascists
Thu 28 Mar, 7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE
WIGAN
From the Nakba to the 
Great March of Return— 
eyewitness from Palestine
Thu 4 Apr, 7pm, 
Book-Cycle,
Buckley St W,
WN6 7PQ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
System change not 
climate change
Mon 25 Mar, 6pm, 
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BOLTON
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Wed 27 Mar, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Know your enemy—alt-right, 
the far-right and fascists
Thu 28 Mar, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane,
BD5 0BQ
CHESTERFIELD
Venezuela—what’s 
behind the coup?
Thu 28 Mar, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

COLCHESTER
Corbyn, antisemitism and 
the Labour Party in crisis
Thu 28 Mar, 8pm, 
Oyster Room, 
Hythe Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
CO1 2FG
DERBY
Zombie capitalism—why 
is the system failing?
Thu 28 Mar, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd,
DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
The ‘snowflake generation’ 
—what do we say 
about free speech?
Tue 26 Mar, 7.30pm, 
The Gate House,
6 Priory Walk,
DN1 1TS

DUNDEE
Imperialism and 
capitalist crisis
Wed 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
System change not 
climate change
Wed 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
System change not 
climate change
Thu 28 Mar, 7pm, 
Avant Garde Music 
Bar & Restaurant,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

HUDDERSFIELD
Can there be a revolution 
in Britain?
Wed 27 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
System change not 
climate change
Thu 28 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The Amritsar Massacre—
British rule in India
Thu 28 Mar, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: HACKNEY
The Stephen Lawrence 
Inquiry 20 years on—
why does institutional 
racism still exist?
Thu 28 Mar, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
How can Palestine be free?
Wed 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
What is the future of work?
Wed 27 Mar, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT

LONDON: NEWHAM
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Wed 27 Mar, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Wed 27 Mar, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
Brixton,
SW2 1EP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Know your enemy—alt-right, 
the far-right and fascists
Wed 27 Mar, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St, Deptford
SE8 4RH
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Why Israel is a racist state
Wed 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Marxism and the state
Wed 27 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
MILTON KEYNES
100 years since Rosa 
Luxemburg’s murder and 
the German Revolution
Mon 25 Mar, 7.30pm, 
The Old Bath House,
205 Stratford Rd,
Wolverton,
MK12 5RL
NORWICH
Marxism and morality
Thu 28 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Politics of the mind—
Marxism and mental distress
Wed 10 Apr, 7pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
Corbyn, antisemitism and 
the Labour Party in crisis
Wed 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
The Stephen Lawrence 
Inquiry 20 years on—
why does institutional 
racism still exist?
Wed 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Orban, Hungary and the 
rise of the far-right
Thu 28 Mar, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SWANSEA
Class, caste and oppression 
—the fight for women’s 
liberation in India
Thu 28 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Wed 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR

LIVERPOOL
Thu 28 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 27 Mar, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Road, E3 5AT

YORK
Wed 27 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

Brexit shambles, Labour splits...
How can we end Tory rule? 

Celebrate resistance with  
Socialist Worker this May Day 
May Day is a chance to celebrate working class solidarity against 
the bosses and resistance to oppression

Every year Socialist Worker produces a special supplement of 
May Day greetings from our readers in trade unions, colleges 
and campaigns. Make sure to get yours in by Wednesday 17 April 

l1 column ad: £30  
l2 column ad: £55  
l3 column: £95 

Post, email or ring with your advert details. Make cheques out to 
Sherborne Publications Ltd

Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

mayday@socialistworker.co.uk
020 7840 5656
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An empathetic sitcom exploring the refugee crisis
TELEVISION
HOME
Tuesdays at 9.45pm 
On Channel 4

CHANNEL 4’S new six-part 
sitcom written by and 
starring Rufus Jones is 
very promising.

The premise is that a 
bickering suburban family 
unwittingly smuggle a 
Syrian refugee back to 
Britain with them after a 
holiday in France. 

He then moves in with 
them.

The first episode sees 
refugee Sami and the step 

father Peter arrested, and 
whisked off to the Home 
Office to be processed. 

It feels like its made by 
a team with considerable 
knowledge of the 
immigration system, and a 
great deal of compassion 
for those forced to flee 
their own countries.

But it rarely comes 
across as worthy or 
sentimental, and there are 
some great lines.

In one scene Peter, 
played by Jones, yells at 
Sami, “We’re full up!” But 
that argument doesn’t 
work, replies Sami, if you 
say that and “it echoes”.

Jones calls it “an angry, 
helpless response to what 
we were all seeing on the 
news in 2015,” at the peak 
of the refugee crisis. This 
despair does seep in. 

At times the show is 
a little too keen to see a 
bigot lurking round every 
corner, or to assume those 
who read the gutter press 
believe it uncritically. 

But when large parts of 
the media are spewing bile 
about refugees on a daily 
basis, its refreshing to 
see a comedy that insists 
they’re every bit as human 
as the rest of us.
Ben Windsor

Girl is a powerful film about 
trans teenager’s struggles
The story is a compelling tale of Tara’s battles at a top ballet school alongside 
her fight to live an authentic life. It’s a masterful study, argues Laura Miles
BELGIAN FILMMAKER Lukas 
Dhont’s first feature film Girl won 
the Camera D’Or prize at the 
Cannes Film Festival last year. 

It’s a masterfully intense study of 
a trans teenagers struggle to succeed 
at ballet school and live an authentic 
life in line with her gender identity. 

In French and Flemish the film 
tells the story of 15 year old Tara 
(Victor Polster) who lives with her 
father Mathias (Arieh Worthalter) 
and younger brother Milo (Oliver 
Bodart). 

The emotional and literal focus is 
on Tara’s daily life. She is in almost 
every shot, often in close up, and the 
audience follows her every move.

Taxi driver dad Mathias and her 
wider family support Tara’s career 
ambitions and her intention to 
 transition to live her life as a woman. 

For the most part Mathias is the 
understanding and positive rock in 
the emotional turmoil of Tara’s life.

A talented dancer already, but 
with limited ballet training, the film 
follows Tara’s trial period at a top 
ballet school. 

The family move house to be 
closer to the school. 

Progress
We follow Tara’s progress at a 
gender clinic, where she has already 
been prescribed puberty-blocking 
hormones.

 This occurs alongside  exhausting 
and painful training she needs 
to catch up with the other dance 
students. 

At home she balances caring 
for younger brother Milo with the 
 rigours of exercise and training and 
increasing pressures to make the 
grade.  At times it can seem that she 

has everything going for her as a 
young trans person. 

As she turns 16 she’s at last 
 prescribed the hormones she needs. 

At the same time she becomes 
increasingly frustrated by the slow 
pace of bodily changes and having 
to deal with transphobia. 

This may appear minor to begin 
with, such as Milo using her old 
male name. But even this non-mali-
cious ‘dead naming’ can be  demor-
alising for a trans person. 

More serious is a scene when 
a teacher asks her class if they’re 
comfortable sharing a changing 
room with Tara—despite her being 
 present in the class. 

She’s asked to close her eyes while 
students vote on the issue so she 
can’t see who may be opposed. 

Tara faces growing pressure from 
classmates about why she avoids 
showering or changing in front of 
others.

She’s bullied into showing her 

body, leaving her humiliated and 
emotionally violated. 

I don’t want to spoil the film’s 
climax by giving away too much, 
but the pressures lead her to take 
 shockingly drastic action to try and 
resolve her situation.

Dhont has described Girl as a film 
that challenges how we think and 
understand, a film about choice and 
determination. It’s certainly all that, 
and more.
Girl is on limited release now 

TARA (LEFT) is the emotional and literal focus of Girl

Katy and Sami in Home

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Antisemitism—The Far 
Right, Zionism, and The 
Left
Rob Ferguson

2  Fighting Fascism and 
the Far Right Today
Lewis Nielsen

3  Sexism and the System
Judith Orr

4 A Rebel’s Guide to 
Eleanor Marx
Siobhan Brown

5 A Rebel’s Guide to Rosa 
Luxemburg
Sally Campbell

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE

PODCAST
STAY FREE: THE STORY OF 
THE CLASH
New episodes released weekly 
Available on Spotify

THIS SERIES, narrated by 
Public Enemy’s Chuck D, 
documents how punk 
pioneers The Clash wanted 
to harness a spirit of 
rebellion.

It features guitarist 
Joe Strummer describing 
his disappointment with 
sell-out musicians, such 
as Mick Jagger who was 
photographed with Princess 
Margaret. 

When he was asked, 
“Do you want to inspire 
a riot?” Strummer simply 
replied, “Yes”. In one 
episode, Mick Jones says, 
“The relationship between 
the police and the local 
community had broken 
down completely.”

The anger and politics 
of The Clash is clearly still 
relevant today. 
Simon Shaw

THEATRE 
BETRAYAL
Directed by Jamie Lloyd  
At the Harold Pinter Theatre, 
London, until 1 June 

A NEW production of 
Harold Pinter’s acclaimed 
play Betrayal rounds off 
a six-month season of the 
playwright’s works.

The play traces the 
breakdown of a complex 
love triangle in reverse.

Vulnerabilities and 
calculations are exposed, 
forcing the audience to 
review its allegiances and 
assumptions. 

The power relations 
between individuals play 
a central part in Pinter’s 
work, and this production 
brings that feature out.
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Africa now show the alternative 
both to the present set-up and 
the carnage in Syria. The work-
ing class can potentially show a 
way forward.

The system’s cheerleaders 
cling to brutal dictators for 
fear of a more revolutionary 
movement. 

In Egypt, dictator Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi has detained tens 
of thousands and executed  
15 in February this year alone. 
A Human Rights Watch report 
described use of torture as a 
“systematic practice”.

Yet Anwar Sadat—a relative 
of the former Egyptian presi-
dent of the same name—has 
said, “Whether Sisi is the per-
fect choice or not, we have no 
choice but to have him succeed. 
Egypt cannot afford any other 
third revolution.”

Independent working class 
organisation and a revolu-
tionary party are important 
to develop the potential for 
change now. They can guard 
against counter-revolution.

They can argue for the crea-
tion of richer forms of democ-
racy such as workers’ councils 
and warn against trusting any 
section of capitalists.

Internationalism is also 
a central plank of Trotsky’s 
theory of permanent revolution 
for two main reasons. 

Firstly, he recognised that 
the increasingly intercon-
nected world system would 
mean that crises—political and 
economic—would increasingly 
have international effects. 

Revolutionaries had to base 
their analysis on world pro-
cesses, not conditions in a 
single country.

This was proven during the 
Arab Spring—revolution spread 
rapidly across the region. And it 
is proven today with the strikes 
and protests in Algeria, Sudan, 
Tunisia and Morocco. 

And the second interna-
tional element of the theory is 
that revolu-
tions must 
spread if 
they are to 
succeed. 

T h e 
r evo lu -
tionary Karl 
Marx hinted at 
this in 1850 when 
he said, “It is our 
interest and our 
task to make the revolu-
tion permanent. Not only 
in one country but in all the 
leading countries of the world.” 
Trotsky’s genius was to iden-
tify these dynamics and to take 

action. He became a member of 
the Bolshevik Party, 
which took up the 
theory during the 

course of the 
revolution in 
1917 and acted 
on it. 
This  meant 

a break from the 
assumed knowledge 
on the revolutionary 

left at the time.
Some specific aspects 

of Russia in 1917 may not 
be applicable now. 
But many of the central parts 

of Trotsky’s theory remain 
crucial.

PROTESTERS IN Paris showing solidarity with the 
uprising in Algeria (top). Lenin and Trotsky (centre, 
above) during the 1917 Russian Revolution. A 
protester in Egypt (below)

T
HE massive 
protests that 
have gripped 
A l g e r i a  i n 
recent weeks 
are inspiring. 

They have forced presi-
dent Abdelaziz Bouteflika 
to announce he will not 
seek re-election. 

Prime minister Ahmed 
Ouyahia has also stepped 
down.

Ouyahia’s replacement, 
Noureddine Bedoui, has said 
he will set up a technocratic 
government in a desperate 
effort to head off the huge 
anger Algerians feel.

But ordinary people have 
defied these attempts to stifle 
them and have continued 
their protests. 

Hundreds of thousands 
protested last Friday against 
attempts by Bouteflika and 
his supporters to hold onto 
power.

The protests raise seri-
ous political questions about 
how to move from battles 
against a single dictator to a  
revolutionary movement that 
can transform society.

It’s a question that revolu-
tionaries in Russia grappled 
with over a century ago. And 
they came up with answers 
that are still relevant today.

The Russian revolutionary 
leader Leon Trotsky devel-
oped the theory of permanent 
revolution to understand how 
a revolution could take place in 
Russia. 

He went on to expand this 
into a general theory of how 
revolutions could happen 
anywhere. 

The theory looks at how  
battles for democracy can grow 
over into struggles for more 
fundamental change. 

It also points to the danger 
that if struggles don’t go deeper, 
much of the old oppression and 
exploitation will remain even if 
dictators fall. 

For example, in the 1960s 
Algeria broke free from French 
colonialism after a long and 
heroic battle. This was a huge 
victory. 

But it did not transform soci-
ety in the interests of workers 
and the poor because a section 
of the capitalist class took con-
trol of it.

In Russia at the time of the 
1917 revolution, capitalists 
were tied to the old order. 

Trotsky argued that because 
of this, and their political cow-
ardice, the working class had to 
be the agent of change.

Workers could launch a revo-
lutionary process to get rid of 
the ruling Tsar. Trotsky said 
that, as part of this, they could 
also sweep aside the capitalist 
state and take over the running 
of society.

And through its bold action 
the working class could pull 
other oppressed groups in soci-
ety into the struggle.

There are similar lessons for 
the revolutionary process in 
Algeria today. It is fully incor-
porated into the capitalist world 
system, but Algeria is not one of 

its central economies. That was 
also true of Russia at the time of 
the revolution. Capitalism had 
developed in Russia in a spe-
cific way. 

At the start of the 20th cen-
tury the vast majority of the 
country was still in the grip 
of peasant production and  
landlord domination. 

The exceptions to this were 
the huge factories created in the 
cities. Among these were some 
of the most advanced technol-
ogies available. For instance, 

the Putilov works was the most 
advanced factory of its kind at 
the time.

As Trotsky put it this meant, 
“The most concentrated indus-
try in Europe based on the most 
backward agriculture in Europe. 

“The most colossal state 
apparatus in the world making 
use of every achievement of 
modern technological progress 
in order to retard the historical 
progress of its own country.”

He called this contradictory 
process uneven and combined 

development. The pace of 
change in Russia was lightning 
fast compared to the decades 
and centuries over which capi-
talism had developed in coun-
tries such as Britain.

People flocked from the 
countryside to work in the 
cities. And, because of the 
intense concentration of capi-
talist production in Russia, 
this new working class had 
immense power. 

This power could help it to 
lead other classes, in particular 
the vast peasantry, in a struggle 
to bring down the tsar and to 
fight for a new kind of society.

The central demand of the 
movement in Algeria is the 
removal of Bouteflika. 

There are also strong 
d e m a n d s  f o r  m o r e  
wide-ranging changes such as 
the redistribution of wealth.

If Bouteflika is simply 
replaced by a capitalist oppo-
nent, or some technocratic 
regime, and the movement 
comes off the streets, real 
change will be unlikely. 

There is little wriggle room 
for the Algerian ruling class.

F
ALLING commod-
ity prices have hit 
the economy’s key 
sectors hard, par-
ticularly the gas 
industry. 

This has seriously under-
mined the regime’s ability to 
maintain subsidies for essential 
goods and services.

And the Algerian ruling class 
is subservient to the interests of 
bigger imperial powers. That 
means none of its members 
will deliver the democratic and 
social change protesters and 
strikers are demanding. 

Trotsky argued that in sit-
uations such as these, the  
self-activity of the working class 
is essential. 

The working class is increas-
ingly central to the uprising in 
Algeria. Strikes that began in 
schools and universities have 
spread to the textile and trans-
port industries as well as the 
gas and oil industry. 

These strikes can hit the 
ruling class’s profits and form 
the basis of a rival source of 
power to the people at the top.

In Algeria today millions 
of people are chanting, “The 
people demand the downfall of 
the regime.” 

It has been a strong reminder 
of the process that saw dictators 
swept from power across the 
Arab world in 2010-11.

It is also a sobering reminder 
of the results of those revolu-
tions. Tunisia was the starting 
point of the Arab Spring that 
began eight years ago. 

Today in Tunisia there are 
protests to demand an end of 
the poverty that helped spark 
the 2011 uprisings.

Those who protect the 
system hold up failed revolu-
tions as evidence that all revo-
lutions are doomed. 

Dictators across the Middle 
East focus on Syria and the rise 
of Isis as one example.

But the uprisings in North 

HOW CAN 
REVOLTS 
DEEPEN?
As an uprising rages in Algeria, Leon Trotsky’s theory of 
permanent revolution helps us understand how battles can 
grow into revolutionary movements, writes Alistair Farrow

The system’s 
cheerleaders 
cling to brutal 
dictators for 
fear of change

‘‘ 
Abdelaziz Bouteflika 

PROTESTS AND strikes in Algeria are calling for the fall of the regime

How did Mussolini’s  
fascists  come to power? 

Tomáš Tengely-Evans 
looks at the birth of 
Italian fascism  
100 years on

A SMALL group of 
paramilitary thugs ransacked 
the offices of Italian 
socialist daily Avanti! in 
Milan in April 1919. They 
murdered four people, 
injured 39, and burned the 
offices to the ground.

Fascism had announced 
itself to the world, with Italy’s 
soon-to-be dictator Benito 
Mussolini hailing the attack as 
the “first incident of the civil 
war”. It came just after he had 
founded the fascist movement 
100 years ago this week.

Mussolini’s fascists were a 
new and unique threat to the 
left and working class people.

Fascism was born out 
of an intense social crisis 
and the threat of socialist 
revolution in the wake of 
the First World War.

Italy was gripped by 
a revolutionary wave—
known as the Two Red 
Years—in 1919 and 1920. 

In the industrial north 
workers struck, occupied 
their factories and some set 
up their own democratic 
workers’ councils to run 
things. In the rural south 
agricultural workers rose 
against the landowners.

Business
Sections of Italian big 
business and landowners 
had begun to lose faith in 
mainstream democratic 
politicians’ ability to 
face down the revolt. 

Mussolini had once been on 
the left of the Socialist Party, 
but had supported Italy’s 
participation in the war and 
moved sharply rightwards.

One minister said the 
attack on Avanti! had, 
“saved the country”.

Fascism isn’t simply 
another form of right wing 
dictatorship, but seeks to 
build a mass movement 
that can smash workers’ 
organisation and democracy.

The fascists in northern 
cities, such as Milan, were 
made up of middle class 
sections that felt squeezed 
between capitalists and 
the workers’ movement.
Supporters included  

small-time capitalists, shop 
owners, professionals—
and a significant layer 
of army officers. 

The arson of Avanti! was 
carried out by officers of the 
“Arditi”, the Italian army’s 
special forces regiment.

The Italian revolutionary 
Antonio Gramsci wrote, “The 
gangs that were already 
organised and armed by 
the big landowners soon 
adopted the label fascist for 
themselves too.” And then 
the fascists developed into a 
“White Guard of capitalism 
against the class organs 
of the working class”.

They went on to bomb a 
socialist demonstration in 
November 1919. And within 
a year groups were breaking 
strikes and shutting down 
trade unions and other 
democratic organisations 
across the country.

After socialists won 
elections in Bologna, the 
fascists occupied the town 
hall and overthrew the 
democratically-elected council. 

These sorts of actions were 
repeated in other towns.

Mussolini liked to present 
the fascist seizure of power 
as a heroic overthrow during 
a “March on Rome” in 1922. 

While fascists did 
march into Rome, they 
were escorted through the 
streets by the army and 
then marched back out.

Mussolini was appointed 
prime minister by the King of 
Italy. Fascist movements have 
never come to power through 
winning elections or simply  
through violent overthrow. 

They have been handed 
power by the ruling class 
in times of crisis.

Unfortunately the leaders 
of the reformist Socialist 
Party turned their back on 
the idea of fundamental 
change and betrayed the 
factory occupations and 
the workers’ movement. 

It failed to mobilise 
to stop the fascists.

Fascists are organising in a 
very different context today. 

So there aren’t 
thousands of demobbed 
army officers organised 
in paramilitary groups. 

But across the world 
fascist and far right forces 
are growing again.

Fascism isn’t 
simply another 
form of  
right wing 
dictatorship

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
FASCISM

A FASCIST squad (above) Mussolini (below)
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 Hillsborough disaster trial in final stages
by SADIE ROBINSON

FORMER POLICE match 
c o m m a n d e r  D a v i d 
Duckenfield held “ultimate 
responsibility” on the day 
of the Hillsborough football 
disaster, a court has heard.

Richard Matthews QC 
 concluded the case for the 
prosecution last Friday. 

He said the defence had 
argued it was unfair to “single 
out” Duckenfield for blame.

“Others may have failed,” 
said Matthews. “Others may 
have made mistakes. No one 
else thought themselves the 
match commander.”

Some 96 Liverpool fans died 
after a crush in pens 3 and 4 at 
the Leppings Lane end of the 
Hillsborough  football  stadium 
in April 1989. 

Manslaughter
Duckenfield is charged with 
95 counts of manslaughter by 
gross negligence.

He can’t be charged over 
the 96th death, of Tony 
Bland, as Bland died four 
years after the disaster. 

Former Sheffield Wednes-
day club safety officer Graham 
Mackrell faces one charge of 

a breach of safety regulations. 
Both deny the charges.

Matthews said possi-
ble dangers to fans were 
 foreseeable and could have 
been better prepared for.

Duckenfield had agreed at 

the Warrington inquests that 
he should have thought more 
about monitoring fans as they 
entered the pens. He wasn’t 
sure he was aware of the 
turnstile counting system and 
agreed he should have been.

Matthews said Ducken-
field’s job involved making 
decisions and taking action 
“in difficult circumstances”.

He said some of those who 
died may not have done had 
Duckenfield taken action 

earlier. In his evidence to 
the Warrington inquests, 
Duckenfield said he gave no 
thought to where fans would 
go when he opened the gate. 

Matthews said this was 
“because he had not got the 
knowledge of where the 
 concourse led to”.

Arrangements
The jury is asked whether 
Mackrell was responsible for 
turnstile arrangements at 
Hillsborough. 

Matthews referred to a 
letter from Mackrell to Shef-
field City Council in Octo-
ber 1987 which read, “I am 
responsible for all matters of 
safety within the ground.”

The jury is also asked if 
it was reasonable to foresee 
that the number of turnstiles 
at Leppings Lane presented a 
risk of overcrowding. 

It must consider whether 
Mackrell put fans at risk by 
failing to take reasonable 
care in his work.

Benjamin Myers QC, 
representing Duckenfield, 
said the prosecution case is 
 “breathtakingly unfair”.

He said Duckenfield had 
no responsibility for a number 
of relevant factors including 

a stadium that was “poten-
tially lethal”. Myers pointed 
to evidence heard during the 
trial that crushing had taken 
place at the stadium before 
the  disaster. 

He said fans arrived later 
and in greater numbers on 
the day of the disaster than 
would be expected and that 
radios failed “dramatically”.

He said Duckenfield is 
judged by different standards 
to others and is being criti-
cised because of a “deeply 
unfair” use of hindsight.

Myers said several officers 
had given evidence saying they 
were unaware of the practice 
of closing off the tunnel. 

He said hooliganism was “a 
huge problem” in the 1970s 
and 1980s and affected how 
police approached matches.

Myers said no officer 
raised concern about the 
crowd in pens 3 and 4 before 
the disaster. 

And he suggested that 
the gate may not have been 
opened because of Ducken-
field’s order.

Myers said the defence 
question the “expertise” and 
“independence” of witness 
Douglas Hopkins. 

The trial continues.

GRAHAM MACKRELL was the Sheffield Wednesday club safety officer 
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Join protest 
in solidarity 
with people 
in Palestine 
The Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
has called actions on 30 March 
to build an 11 May national 
demonstration. Socialist Worker 
spoke to its director Ben Jamal

WHY IS it important that we 
in Britain show solidarity 

with the Palestinians?

THERE IS a global attempt to put 
pressure on all of those who are 
advocating for Palestinian rights.

Our message is that the rights of 
the Palestinian people—and their 
ability to discuss those rights—
belongs in the public domain. And 
all those concerned about racism 
should be standing up for the 
Palestinian people.

It’s also about acknowledging 
that Britain has very specific 
responsibilities. Britain is complicit 
through its role in establishing the 
problem when it occupied Palestine 
during the British mandate. 

It has also failed to take action 
to hold Israel to account, and its 
continuing support for Israel for 
example via its continuing arms 
sales.

And it’s a fundamental issue of 
universal justice. 

Nelson Mandela said our 
freedom is incomplete without 
the freedom of Palestinians. He 
was making a basic statement 
that if you are struggling 
against racist laws and practices 
anywhere then that struggle is 
not complete unless that battle 
is won everywhere. That’s the 
fundamental message. The struggle 

for justice in Palestine is part of 
that universal struggle for justice 
everywhere.

WHY HAS the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign chosen 

30 March to begin this campaign?

IT’S THE anniversary of 
the beginning of the Great 
Return March last year. This 
commemorates that, and 
acknowledges that demonstrations 
have continued and that Israel has 
continued to respond with live fire.

World Health Organisation 
figures released in January showed 
over 27,000 people have been 
injured since the beginning of the 
demonstrations. More than  
220 have been killed.

A report demonstrated that 
Israel has killed children, medics, 
journalists and disabled people. 
These are acts that the report finds 
constitute war crimes and probably 
crimes against humanity.

The day also has broader 
significance. 

Land Day is 30 March. This 
commemorates demonstrations in 
1976 when Israel confiscated land 
from Palestinian citizens of Israel 
who called a general strike and 
demonstrated. 

Six demonstrators were shot 
dead and hundreds were injured.

We’ve called the campaign 
under the banner of Exist, Resist, 
Return. We want to draw attention 
to the fact that the Palestinian 
people are facing the most serious 
threat to their rights.

Settlement growth is at the 
highest rate since the start of the 
occupation.

Israel is moving towards 
demolishing a Palestinian 
village—Khan al Ahmar—in an 
area where the construction of 
more settlements would complete 
the encirclement of Jerusalem.
Many commentators say if there 

is any possibility of a two-state 
solution, construction there would 
completely remove it.

There’s the Nation State law 
that was introduced last year. 
This reinforces the entrenched 
discrimination against Palestinian 
citizens of Israel.

Most seriously there is the 
attempt to take off the table 
entirely the right of return for 
Palestinian refugees.

There are attempts to say that 
“refugee” should mean someone 
who was directly expelled or 
forced to flee in 1948 or 1967, not 
their descendants. 

That effectively removes the 
collective right to return of millions 
of people.

WHY is the right of return so 
significant?

THE vast majority of Palestinians 
are those who were expelled or 
the descendants of those who were 
expelled in 1948. My grandparents 
were forced to flee their home in 
West Jerusalem in 1948.

It is at the heart of the 
Palestinian struggle. Hundreds 
of thousands of people were 
ethnically cleansed. They were 
removed 
in order to 
enable the 

state of Israel to exist as a state 
in which the majority of citizens 
would be Jewish.

The right of return is an 
inalienable right established in 
international law. 

But it is also a fundamental 
moral right that ought to be 
intuitive for most people. If you 
drive me from my home I have 
a right to return and only I can 
choose to forgo that.

There are many Palestinians 
who are the descendants of those 
expelled who never lived in 
Palestine and may not choose to 
return. 

But they have rights that need 
to be acknowledged.

It’s also about an 
acknowledgement of the historic 
injustice. 

There can be no solution that 
does not say “this wrong was done 
and it has to be righted”.

It is not for a solidarity 
organisation to determine what the 
settlement should be. 

But we say any settlement has to 
recognise the inalienable rights of 
the Palestinians and has to achieve 
the three fundamental demands—
freedom, equality, justice. 

That’s an end to the occupation 
of Palestine, equality for all 
the citizens of Israel and the 
recognition and achievement of 
the right of return.

  WHY DOES Israel reject this 
so forcefully to the extent 

that it massacres the protesters 
who demand it?

IF ISRAEL allows the right of 
return, it ceases to be a Jewish 
majority state.

Israel is trying to achieve the 
preservation of a state 
in which the rights 
of Jewish citizens are 

privileged. And that is a policy 
that is not just that of the current 
Binyamin Netanyahu government.

We often hear that criticisms 
should be directed solely at the 
current Israeli government.

But consistent policies of all 
Israeli governments enshrine 
within the fundamental laws of the 
state the rights of Jewish citizens 
above Palestinians. 

The rights of Jews to settle in 
Israel are privileged above the 
rights of all others—including the 
Palestinians who are excluded.

Those who have been expelled 
do not have a right to return. They 
have less rights within Israeli law 
to inhabit the land than any Jew 
anywhere in the world who may or 
may not claim an identity with the 
state of Israel.

That’s part of the fundamental 
problem that has to be addressed. 

It’s not about the right of the 
state of Israel to exist. It’s not 
about denying the rights of the 
citizens of Israel—the Jewish 
citizens of Israel have rights that 
should be respected. 

It’s saying that nobody has 
the right to live in a state which 
privileges their rights above other 
people on the basis of ethnicity, 
religion or race.
For details of 30 March protests, go to 
bit.ly/30MarchPalestine 
lNational Demo 11 May 12 noon,  
Portland Place, London W1B 1AA

There are 
attempts to take 
off the table the 
right to return for 
refugees

‘‘ 

HUGE NUMBERS have mobilised for previous Palestine solidarity 
protests, including Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn (left)   Pictures: Geoff Dexter

Ben Jamal from the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign
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Hackney battle over 
split shift payments 
DRIVERS AND passenger 
escorts at Hackney council in 
east London began the first of 
a series of strikes on Tuesday.

They are in dispute over 
working split shifts. The  
33 Unite union members 
drive and assist disabled 
children to and from school.

They work two hours in the 
morning and two hours in the 
evening. One striker explained 
that on £800 a month, “We 
need more pay. We have to 
come home between shifts. 

“If you pay £650 a month 
on rent, then money on fares, 
you’ve nothing left.’

They are set to strike on the 
next two Tuesdays and 4 April. 
Gareth Jenkins

NSK engineers fight 
against extra hours
UNITE UNION members at 
NSK Bearings in Newark, 
Nottinghamshire, started 
the third week of a strike on 
Monday of this week.

The 27 workers are striking 
against a new shift pattern 
that could see management 
extend Friday working on a 
whim. The new conditions 
would also see more weekend 
shifts for engineers.

Pensions fightback 
at Glasgow airport
WORKERS AT Glasgow 
Airport are preparing to 
vote on strikes over pay and 
pensions.

Airport bosses want 
to close workers’ defined 
benefits pension scheme. 

This would break a 2016 
agreement to keep the 
scheme open.

In addition workers have 
been offered a 1.5 percent pay 
“rise”—which represents a 
real terms pay cut. 

It was unanimously 
rejected in a consultative 
ballot of Unite union 
members. 

Pension strike move 
wins at Freightliner
BOSSES HAVE backed off 
from attacks at Freightliner 
after rail workers threatened 
strikes.

RMT and Aslef union 
members were due to walk 
out last Friday at the freight 
company.

The firm wanted to change 
the pensions scheme for a 
worse one. But the strike 
threat made them think again.

Remembering those 
who fought in Spain
AROUND 250 people packed 
into a meeting in Hull last 
Saturday for the unveiling of a 
memorial to people from Hull 
who went to fight fascism in 
Spain in the 1930s. 

Family members of 
some of the ten local 
people who went to Spain 
spoke about the dangers of 
racism, antisemitism and 
Islamophobia today. 
Phil Sanderson

 Push for national pay 
  fight in the civil service 
by NICK CLARK

WORKERS IN the civil 
service began balloting for 
national strikes on Monday 
in a fight to smash low pay.

If the ballot—which is set to 
end on 29 April—results in a 
Yes vote, then workers at most 
government departments could 
all strike this year.

Members of the PCS union 
are fighting for a 10 percent 
wage increase to end an attack 
on pay that has lasted almost 

a decade. They have suffered 
years of below-inflation pay 
rises of just one percent—
effectively pay cuts. 

That means that in real terms 
the average civil service worker 
is now £2,110 a year worse off 
than they were in 2010.

The PCS is demanding a pay 
increase of 10 percent and a 
minimum wage of £10 an hour, 
rising to £11.55 in London.

At a time when government 
departments will rely on 
its workers to deliver over 
whatever happens on Brexit, a 

strike could be powerful. But 
Tory anti-union laws say the 
ballot needs to achieve at least 
50 percent turnout. 

Members and activists have 
to work hard to get the vote 
out. The PCS was set to hold a 
“Super Saturday” day of action 
this week, asking activists to 
volunteer to call members and 
remind them to vote.

But the key will be 
workplace organisation, with 
groups organising weekly 
activity to recruit and draw in 
new activists.

Cleaners in the HMRC tax department protested in Liverpool last week as part of a 
campaign to win a £10 an hour minimum wage                           Picture: @PcS4cleanerS on twitter

March for jobs at Honda
THE UNITE union has called 
a march and rally against 
the closure of the Honda car 
plant in Swindon. 

Bosses have announced 
it will shut in 2021 with the 
loss of 15,000 jobs directly 
and in the supply chain. 

It’s good that there is a 
march, and Unite members 
and workers in other unions 
should join it.

But it will require more 
than the present campaign 
to win.

Begging Honda bosses to 
re-consider their investment 
strategy is not going to save 
the jobs.

Instead there will have to 
be a strategy of encouraging 
strikes, building international 
links with other Honda 
workers, and advancing 
political demands to 
nationalise the plant if Honda 
walks away. A big turnout on 

the march can boost the fight.
lJoin the march and rally, 
Saturday 30 March, assemble 
11am, car park, Swindon Town 
FC, County Road, SN1 2ED. 
Rally 12:30pm, GWR park, 
Faringdon Road, SN1 5DJ.

CIVIL SERVICE

APPLEDORE

CAR INDUSTRY

Protest at parliament
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ANTI-FASCISM

Edinburgh takes on SDL
HMRC REFINERIES

OBITUARY
Brian Mulvey
1951-2019
IT IS with great sadness 
that comrades and Unison 
union activists heard of 
the death of Brian Mulvey 
after a short illness.

Brian was for many years 
branch secretary of the Leeds 
local government branch of 
Unison and was proud that 
it was seen as a leading left 
branch on his retirement.

 This is testimony to Brian 
and his socialist principles as 
he often had to fight not just 
his employers but sadly his 
own union leaders.

 Brian came to Leeds in 
the early 1970s to attend 
Leeds University and shortly 
after joined the International 
Socialists (forerunner of the 

SWP). Brian qualified as a 
social worker and got a job in 
Leeds City Council.

 He immediately became a 
union activist and was central 
to building strong stewards’ 
in his department. Brian is 
well remembered for his 
involvement in rank and file 
groups in the union.  

Brian left the SWP in 
the mid 1990s over tactical 

differences but continued to 
work and fight alongside the 
party. He was a regular at 
SWP meetings at the Unison 
conference. In recent years he 
was a regular attendee at the 
annual Marxism festival.

 Brian joined the Labour 
Party in July 2015 to fight 
for the election of Jeremy 
Corbyn. He became active in 
the Chapel Allerton ward of 
NE Leeds constituency and 
became political education 
officer in 2016.

 Brian is going to be sadly 
missed in the Leeds labour 
movement and also more 
widely by left activists.

 Condolences at this 
sad time to Brian’s partner 
Pauline and their two sons 
Patrick and Brendan.
Nick Ruff, John Davies 
and Sheila Hemingway

Brian Mulvey

Campaigning for the library

Strike over office closure
WORKERS AT a HMRC 
tax office in Ealing, west 
London, were set to strike 
on Wednesday of this week. 

Members of the PCS union 
planned to walk out for a 
half day strike from 12 noon. 

They are fighting against 
the office’s closure which 
could see many workers 
forced into redundancy.

The closure is part 

of a plan to close 90 
percent of HMRC offices 
and replace them with 
fewer than 20 sites.

Ealing workers are 
set for a further half day 
strike on Tuesday of next 
week, a full day strike on 
3 April and a three-day 
strike beginning 10 April.
lMessages of support to 
saveealingtaxoffice@gmail.com

ANTI-FASCISTS WILL gather 
in Edinburgh on Saturday to 
oppose the Scottish Defence 
League’s latest attempt to 
spread its racist hate.

It is attempting to exploit 
victims of child sexual 
exploitation and abuse to 
mobilise numbers behind 
its fascist organisation. 

Edinburgh Against The 
Racist SDL says, “Join us 

as we call for justice for 
survivors of child sexual 
abuse and exploitation 
and absolutely oppose the 
far right’s cynical use of 
these abhorrent acts to 
demonise entire religious 
and ethnic communities. 
lNo to the SDL, Saturday  
23 March, assemble 12 noon, 
East Market Street (near 
Waverley Station) 

UNIONS SLAMMED the 
Tories and bosses as 
Appledore shipyard in North 
Devon shut after 200 years 
last week.

The closure by Babcock 
International is a major 
blow to the area. Jake 
Mclean, a GMB union rep, 
said, “Appledore has been 
part of the fabric of North 
Devon for hundreds of years. 
But thanks to cut-throat 

business plans and inaction 
by Conservatives, today it 
will die.”

Appledore workers have 
skills that should be used 
for socially useful vessels as 
opposed to warships.

The closure of Appledore 
is part of a broader attack 
on jobs. 

The union leaders must 
do more to take on the jobs 
slaughter. 

SOAS UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

  250 join unofficial walkout 
over university library cuts
HUNDREDS OF workers 
staged a dramatic wildcat 
strike on Monday at Soas 
University of London.

Around 250 Unison 
union members struck 
from 4pm as part of their 
fight against an ongoing 
restructuring process of 
the university library.

Ballot
Sandy Nicoll, Soas Unison 
union branch secretary, 
told Socialist Worker, 
“We’re ready to ballot over 
compulsory redundancies. 

“The actual restructuring 
included a lot of downgrading 
of people’s jobs.” 

Workers walked out as 

soon as the final outcome 
of the restructuring 
was announced. 

It could mean 30 jobs 
would be slashed.

“There’s a huge level of 
anger”, said Sandy. “The next 
thing is getting the students 
and academics on board.”

AROUND 500 workers at Essar 
Oil (UK) in Ellesmere Port, 
on Merseyside, are to ballot 
for strikes over job losses.

The Unite union says up to 
155 workers’ jobs are under 
threat.

Unite regional coordinating 
officer Mick Chalmers said, 
“Our members are feeling 
increasingly betrayed because 
of the company’s refusal to give 
assurances on jobs. We will 
fight compulsory redundancies 
by every means open to us.”



Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk

19
Socialist Worker  20 March 2019

 Outsourced workers 
 fight to win NHS pay
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

SOLIDARITY IS growing for 
outsourced workers’ fight 
for equal pay at Liverpool 
Women’s Hospital.  

The Unison union mem-
bers in the North West 
held their third strike on 
Wednesday of last week. 

The 40 cleaners, porters 
and other support staff are 
demanding the same rates 
of pay as workers employed 
directly by the NHS. 

Trade unionists from the 
north west of England joined 
workers on the picket line. 

They included members 
of St Helens and Knowsley 
Unison health branches and 
Halton Unison branch.

Nurses and other  workers 
from Liverpool Women’s 
Hospital also showed their 
support.  

Entitled 
Julie Copeland, a ward sister, 
said, “They go above and 
beyond every day in helping 
us to care for patients.

“They’re as much part of 
our team as anyone and they 
should be recognised and 
paid fairly.”

The workers are employed 
by multinational giant the 
OCS Group—which reported 
a £40 million net profit in its 
last published accounts.

And Unison said it had 
“learned managers have 
seen their pay increase by 
more than 10 percent since 
the company took over the 
contract”. 

“Managers now enjoy 
salaries close to £50,000, 
while frontline workers are 
struggling to get by on the 
minimum wage,” it said. 

Some strikers are up to 
£2,150 a year worse off than 
directly-employed NHS work-
ers who do similar jobs. 

Maria Moss, Unison North 
West regional organiser, said, 
“OCS have decided not to 
pay their frontline staff the 
proper NHS rate for their 
job, and instead leave them 
on the minimum wage.  

“Meanwhile, they have 
found the money to bump up 
the pay of their managers. 

“The NHS is based on the 
principles of fairness and 
equality. 

“But OCS seem to think 
that it’s alright for them to 

turn that on its head and 
impoverish frontline workers 
while favoured managers get 
arbitrary pay rises. 

“OCS need to recognise 
that all hospital workers 
should be treated fairly and 
they should be paid the NHS 
rate for the job.”

Trade unionists should 
build solidarity for the 
Liverpool Women’s Hospital 
workers’ fight. 
lTweet messages of support to 
@NorthWestUNISON

EDUCATION 

Get behind Jo McNeill in 
race for UCU leadership 
SOCIALIST WORKER is 
backing UCU Left member 
Jo McNeill for general 
secretary of the UCU 
union. 

UCU official Matt 
Waddup has also announced 
his intention to stand as has 
Sheffield lecturer Jo Grady.

Jo McNeill is standing 
on a platform of building 
resistance to attacks on 
education. 

She said that budgets 
for further, adult and prison 
education have been cut by 
40 percent in the last five 
years. 

And in universities 
workers face 
“marketisation, cuts in 
pay and pensions, job 
losses and our professional 
autonomy under attack”.

Jo said, “It will take more 
campaigns to turn back the 
tide of regressive education 
policies. 

“I believe we can do this, 
but it will take a leadership 
that is prepared to see 
these fights through to 
victory.”

Union activists are 
organising to secure the 
maximum number of 
nominations for Jo.

Jo said the union needs 
a “genuine grassroots 
candidate who is not tainted 
by the mistakes of the 
past”.

“We need a candidate 
who will step up and 
transform UCU,” she said.
l For more details go to 
jomcneillucu.wordpress.com 
and uculeft.org

“PAY UP”—SAY striking health workers in Liverpool  Picture:  unison north West

Birmingham home care 
keep up fight for service  
CARE WORKERS in 
Birmingham struck last 
Saturday against council 
bosses’ plans to slash jobs 
and run down the service. 

The Unison union 
members also plan to strike 
this Saturday. 

The Labour-run council 
wants to force the already 
low paid, predominantly 
woman workforce onto 
part-time hours.

That amounts to a cut of 
up to £4,000 a year for some.

Workers at the home 
enablement service provide 
short-term care to vulnerable 
people in their own homes. 

They should continue to 
take action until Birmingham 
council backs down. 

And other trade unionists 
must build solidarity with 
their fight. 

nHOME CARERS are at 
Alternative Futures Group 
(AFG) began a seven-day 
programme of action short of 
a strike on Monday. 

The Unison union 
members won’t work 
overnight sleep-in shifts until 
7.30am on Monday of next 
week.

They rallied outside AFG 
headquarters in Prescot, 
Merseyside, on Tuesday. 

AFG wants to slash the 
pay for sleep-in shifts to a 
flat rate of around £40 for a 
nine-hour shift.  

But strikers want the 
national minimum wage for 
every hour they are at work. 

It comes in the wake of a 
High Court decision last year 
that ruled sleep-in workers 
could be paid a flat rate for 
an overnight shift. 

HEALTH LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

BIN WORKERS 

Bin workers bag £3,500 
lump sum after walkouts 
UNIONS ARE claiming 
victory after Birmingham 
council offered a four-figure 
lump sum to bin workers last 
week.

Council bosses offered 
workers £3,500 each and an 
extra £500 for anyone who 
had their holiday requests 
refused during the dispute. 

Unite and Unison union 
members struck for three 
days last month after bosses 
made “secret payments” to 
some workers. 

GMB union members—
who didn’t take part in a 
round of strikes in 2017—
secretly received thousands 
of pounds.

nBIN WORKERS in Angus, 
Scotland, could be headed 
for strikes after council 
bosses imposed punishing 
new terms and conditions.

Around 140 Unite union 
members are set to vote on 
action. They currently work 
7am-3pm, but management 
are imposing a two-shift 
pattern of 6am-2pm and 
2-10pm. 

Workers say it will affect 
their work-life balance and 
increase the amount of night 
time shifts for workers. 

Unite members voted by 
98 percent to hold a strike 
ballot, which will close on 
Friday of next week. 

School strike to stop academy plan in north London
NEU UNION members 
at Galliard School in 
north London struck last 
Wednesday and Thursday.

The workers have now 
taken 12 days of strikes 
against a plan to turn the 
school into an academy.

But governors have voted 
to go ahead with the plan. It 
would see Galliard become 
part of a Multi Academy 
Trust with four other schools 
on 1 April. 

Union members want 
to call more strikes. They 
have also started legal 
proceedings to try and stop 
academisation. 

Workers’ action and 
campaigning can stop 
academies. 

In Newham parents at 
Avenue primary school 
challenged the lack of 
meaningful consultation 
over a proposed academy 

conversion last year. A judge 
ruled they had a case and 
granted permission for a 
judicial review.

Following the ruling, 
and 19 days of strikes, the 
academy plan was scrapped.
lSend messages of support to 
susan.oshea@neu.org.uk

nNEU MEMBERS AT 
the Shrewsbury College 
Group were set to strike 

on Thursday. They are in 
dispute over a new lesson 
observation policy.

nNEU members at 
Wyggeston & Queen 
Elizabeth 1 College in 
Leicester began a three-day 
strike over a restructure on 
Tuesday. 

nNEU MEMBERS in Jersey 
struck on Tuesday over pay. 

NEU and NASUWT union 
members have rejected a 
pay offer from the States 
Employment Board.

NASUWT union members 
in Jersey plan to strike on 
Tuesday of next week. 

nNEU MEMBERS at Inscape 
House School in Stockport 
began a three-day strike over 
pay on Tuesday. 

And those at Valentine 
Primary School in 
Southampton were set to 
strike on Wednesday and 
Thursday over redundancies.

lSend messages of support 
for Wyggeston College to 
joseph.wyglendacz@neu.
org.uk for Jersey teachers to 
andy.woolley@neu.org.uk for 
Inscape House to  
dawn.taylor@neu.org.uk and 
for Valentine Primary School 
to peter.badham@neu.org.uk

SCHOOLS 

Pickets at Galliard school
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 TORY FOOLS ARE  
  IN BREXIT FARCE
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE TORIES’ Brexit cri-
sis has descended further 
into farce. But behind the 
absurdity is a deep panic in 
the ruling class.

Theresa May had hoped to 
bring her Brexit deal back to 
parliament for a third time 
this week.

But Commons speaker 
John Bercow said there can’t 
be a third vote on the deal 
without substantial changes 
to it.

May’s deal has already 
been defeated twice. Last 
week MPs rejected it by 
149 votes. In January it was 
defeated by 230 votes—
the biggest defeat ever in 
Commons history.

MPs also last week voted 
against leaving the European 
Union (EU) with no deal. It 
was another defeat for May.

She had initially proposed 
the motion, ruling out a  
 no-deal Brexit on 29 March. 

But MPs passed an amend-
ment ruling out no deal in all 
circumstances. 

This forced May into 
a U-turn and Tory whips 
instructed Tories to vote 

down the amended motion.
It passed anyway.
Four cabinet ministers—

Greg Clark, David Gauke, 
David Mundell and Amber 
Rudd—defied May to abstain. 
Seven junior ministers also 
abstained. 

And one minister, Sarah 
Newton, voted in favour then 
resigned.

Next, May put a motion 

authorising her to ask the 
EU to agree a short delay to 
Brexit. 

Eight ministers voted 
against the motion—includ-
ing Brexit secretary Stephen 
Barclay. 

Less than an hour earlier, 
Barclay had urged MPs to 
vote for the motion “in the 
national interest”.

The government’s chief 

whip Julian Smith—responsi-
ble for getting Tories to back 
May’s proposals—abstained. 

The motion passed. But 
188 Tory MPs voted against 
while just 112 voted for.

The chaos in parliament 
exposes the weakness and 
division at the heart of the 
government. And May has 
no easy way out.

She was due to meet EU 

leaders on Thursday to dis-
cuss an extension to the  
29 March Brexit deadline. 

Because a deal is in EU 
rulers’ interests, they are likely 
to agree on extending. But 
that won’t solve May’s crisis.

EU officials have already 
said they won’t negotiate 
 further on May’s deal. 

And she had failed at the 
start of the week to convince 

enough Tories or the bigots 
of the Democratic Unionist 
Party to back it.

More commentators are 
asking how long May can 
survive. 

But the crisis goes much 
deeper. 

The Financial Times news-
paper said that “the priority 
must be to avoid chaos”.  

It called for MPs to “stabi-
lise the political situation”.

Those at the top want to 
stay in the EU, and threaten 
ordinary people with food 
shortages, price hikes and job 
cuts if there is no deal. 

A so-called “People’s Vote” 
on Brexit is another part of 
the push to overturn the 
Leave vote.

But the EU is a bosses’ club 
set up to protect profits, not 
ordinary people. The call for 
“stability” means continuing 
the conditions that let bosses 
get rich at our expense. 

We should use the chaos to 
drive out the Tories—and to 
fight for a system where our 
interests come first.

TWO TORIES at war—Theresa May and Commons speaker John Bercow

FURTHER EDUCATION

College lecturers across Scotland and in England strike against low pay
COLLEGE lecturers across 
Scotland and in nine 
colleges in England were 
set to strike over pay and 
conditions this week.

Members of the  
EIS-Fela union in Scotland 
are demanding a “fair cost 
of living pay rise” after 
being offered only  
2 percent over three years.

This latest action, set for 
Thursday, was to follow 
strikes in January, February 
and earlier this month.

Many strikers are 
angry that the Scottish 
government has not 
intervened to force 
management to concede 
to the union’s demands.
Workers at eight colleges 

across England were set 
to start a three-day strike 
on Wednesday. The action 
is the “third wave” of 
walkouts by UCU union 
members to demand more 
pay and better conditions.

The walkouts follow 
a strike at 12 colleges in 
January and at six last 
November. 

UCU members at West 
Thames College began 
their three-day walkout 
on Monday. UCU rep 
Paddy said workers there 
were striking early in 
order to cause “maximum 
disruption”.

This is because there 
are more part time staff 
working at the college at 

the end of the week. Paddy 
said the strike was “solid” 
and that workers are angry 
at being forced to endure 
real terms pay cuts.

The action in colleges 
is getting results. UCU 
members at New College 
Swindon were due to join 
the strikes this week, but 
called off the action after 
agreeing a new pay deal.

The deal gives all 
staff a 2 percent pay rise 
backdated to August. 

There will also be 
immediate changes to pay 
scales so that workers 
can move to higher paid 
grades faster.

At South Bank College, 
previously Lambeth 

College, workers voted 
to reject an offer of 1.5 
percent and strike this 
week. The money is there 
for a real pay rise.

UCU vice president Nita 
Sanghera pointed to a  
5 percent pay deal agreed 
at Capital City College 
Group following strikes, 
and a recent 4-6 percent 
pay deal at Bootle College. 

“Most colleges that have 
taken action have managed 
to win significant gains,” 
she said. “We are winning.”

The colleges set to strike from 
Wednesday are Bath, Bradford, 
Bridgwater and Taunton, City 
of Wolverhampton, Croydon, 
Harlow, Petroc and South BankStrikers at West Thames college  Picture: Stefan SimmS

A bung to 
back Brexit?
ESTHER McVey resigned 
from Theresa May’s 
cabinet last November 
over the Brexit deal.

Chancellor Philip 
Hammond gave  
£21 million in the 
Spring Statement 
last week to provide 
infrastructure for a 
North Cheshire Garden 
Village in McVey’s 
constituency. 

McVey said last 
weekend that MPs 
should “hold their noses 
and vote” for the deal.

On other pages...
The sham of capitalist 
democracy >>Page 5
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