
New Israeli attack
on Palestinians

Gaza shelled and bombed on
anniversary of protests >>Page 20

Deadly truth about
dirty capitalism

How pollution is killing millions 
across the world >>Pages 10&11
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OPPRESSION

Resist campaign 
to stop LGBT+ 
education
PARENTS IN Birmingham 
have forced a school 
to drop lessons about 
LGBT+ relationships.

Now there’s agitation 
against LGBT+ education 
from the Tories, in other 
Birmingham schools and in 
Manchester. Campaigning can 
push the reactionary tide back 
and get the lessons reinstated.  
>>Page 17

ISLAMOPHOBIA

Anti-racists 
rally over 
mosque attacks
ANTI-RACISTS mobilised in 
Birmingham after attacks 
on six mosques in the city. 

Islamophobic hate crimes 
are on the rise after a Nazi 
killed 50 Muslims in New 
Zealand last week. 

The anti-racist movement 
should be out against 
Tommy Robinson and Ukip, 
who will rally this week.
>>Page 3

REPRESSION

State sends in 
army, but French 
Yellow Vests grow
THE NINETEENTH successive 
Saturday of Yellow Vest 
mobilisations saw up to 
127,000 take to the streets. 

The movement achieved 
huge numbers—even bigger 
than the week before—despite 
a police and army presence 
tens of thousands strong.  
>>Page 8
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l BOOKIES HAVE ruled 
David Miliband out of the 

Liberal Democrat leadership 
contest, possibly after 
remembering that he is not a 
Liberal Democrat. Last week 
you could get odds of 80-1 on 
him which made him a more 
likely candidate than Tim 
Farron who is currently 100-1.

 Still a big expenses trough 
available for MPs to dive in 
TEN YEARS on from the expenses 
scandal and little has changed. 

In response to the crisis, which saw 
MPs claim £95.6 million in expenses in 
2008-9, rules were introduced to crack 
down on some claims. 

They were banned from buying 
state-funded second homes and are 
instead allowed to rent a London flat 
up to the cost of £1,450 a month, or 
claim £150 per night for a hotel stay. 

Although expense claims initially fell 
to £86 million in the first year after the 
new rules were introduced in 2010, 
they have been steadily creeping up 
again and reached £116 million last 
year.

Despite the scandal, which forced six 
ministerial resignations and led to the 
imprisonment of five MPs, they have 
continued to dodge expense rules. 

In the past decade, 489 MPs have 
enjoyed first-class train travel,  spending 
£4.8 million of our money on tickets—
and £2.3 million on  business-class 
flights.

Of the 32,159 air tickets bought by 

MPs on expenses since 2010, 8,210 
were business-class flights. 

Chris Davies, the Conservative MP 
for Brecon and Radnorshire, last week 
plead guilty to two charges of falsely 
 claiming expenses after he faked 
receipts.

Richard Benyon, the Conservative 
member for Newbury, claimed on his 
parliamentary expenses for a £6.80 

lavatory seat from Wilko in August 
2017—only to buy another one a month 
later for £10.87.

Culture secretary Jeremy Wright 
and Labour’s Andy McDonald are 
among MPs who have claimed for air 
freshener.

G e o f f r e y  C o x ,  n o w  t h e 
 attorney-general, flew to the Cayman 
Islands at a cost of £1,836 in September 
2014. The Brexiteer European Research 
Group has received about £331,000 
since 2010, funded through Tory MPs’ 
£2,000 annual subscriptions which are  
then claimed as an expense

Cabinet Office minister David 
Liddington has spent £63,000 on hotels 
since 2010. 

He once claimed for soap.
MPs who should know the price of 

milk—having claimed expenses for it— 
include chief secretary to the treasury 
Liz Truss and shadow housing minister 
John Healey.

Tory MP Leo Docherty claimed 
£1.99 for a red ribbon for the mayor 
of Rushmoor to cut to open his office.

lPRINCE HARRY and Meghan 
Markle are set to splash out a 

whopping £50,000 on a soundproofing 
unit for their new home in order to 
block out the noise from Heathrow 
jets. The couple have reportedly 
spent £3 million renovating 
their Grade II listed Frogmore 
Cottage which is situated in the 
grounds of Windsor Castle.

You pay private school 
fees for the Foreign Office
MORE and more of our 
money is being spent 
on private education 
for hundreds of Foreign 
Office high-ups’ children.

Figures show more 
than £27 million was 
blown on 1,600 school 
places in the UK and 
abroad in 2016-17.

And that’s £1 million 
more than the amount 
spent sending them 
to posh schools the 
previous year.

The Foreign Office 
forked out fees for private 
schooling for the families 
of 172 UK-based staff at 
an average of £23,480 
a year per child.

Spending on children 
of 174 overseas workers 

averaged at £13,351 each.
Almost £1 million was 

spent sending youngsters 
to a host of top boarding 
schools, such as Roedean 
and Wellington College, 
where fees are around 
£13,000 a term.

About £6,200 was 
spent on each state 
school student in 
secondary education 
last year. 

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘It’s like the last 
days of Rome’ 
A government insider on the 
Cabinet turmoil over Brexit’

‘If you think it’s 
been mayhem up 
to now, you ain’t 
seen nothing yet’
Tory MP Grant Shapps

‘They cheat. I 
cheat. I expect 
you to cheat’
US president Donald Trump on 
the golf course

‘There were 
none of the usual 
agitators and 
Socialist Worker 
Posters. This   
was middle 
England on the 
march’
Evening Standard editor 
George Osborne on the 
People’s Vote march

‘Most shameful 
surrender of any 
British prime 
minister since 
the surrender 
of Singapore in 
1942’
Tory MP Crispin Blunt is quite 
stressed about the delays to 
Brexit

Get in
touch with 
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Twitter @socialistworker
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If May doesn’t bend, 
then blame Uri Geller 
SPOON BENDER to 
the stars Uri Geller is 
coming to the rescue.

He wrote to Theresa 
May last week promising 
many things.  

He claimed to be 
using the power of his 
mind to ensure that 
“Jeremy Corbyn never 
gets the keys to Number 
10 Downing Street.

“I will ensure that they 
bend out of all proportion 
to ensure that he never 
takes up residence there.”

When questioned about 
how that skill translated 
to the mind of the prime 
minister, he said, “I can 
influence her because 
when she came over to 
my home in Sonning on 
Thames, where I lived, 

she lives in the same 
village, I took her out to 
my garage, where I had 
my Cadillac, my famous 
Cadillac with 2,000 spoons 
riveted on its body.

“I told her to touch 
Winston Churchill’s 
spoon, then I looked 
into her eyes and I said 
you are going to be the 
prime minister, you will 
be the prime minister.”

Unfortunately she did.

Richard Benyon MP

Chuka Umunna’s 
banker backers 

CHUKA Umunna appears 
to have turned to one 
of the Tories’ biggest 
donors to fund his office 
since setting up The 
Independent Group of 
MPs.

According to the latest 
Register of MPs’ Interests, 
Umunna accepted a 
£10,000 donation from 
Jeremy Isaacs.

Jeremy Isaacs is a City 
banker who has given 
over £500,000 to the 
Tories since 2006.

He was a senior banker 
at Lehman Brothers, the 
bank whose collapse 
helped start the 2008 
financial crisis. Isaacs left 
Lehman days before the 
bank collapsed.

His own finance firm is 
JRJ partners, which he set 
up with Roger Nagioff, one 
of his former colleagues 
at Lehman. Nagioff is a 
major Tory donor, having 
given the party £440,000.

In 
February 
Umunna 
said he 
wanted to 
create an 
“alternative 
to the 
status 
quo”. Chuka Umunna

FIGURE IT OUT

£5.4 billion 
The amount the Tories 
have slashed from school 
budgets since 2015, 
according to the School 
Cuts coalition.
Its new analysis of funding 
figures shows that  
91  percent of schools in 
England have lost out in 
recent years.
Go to schoolcuts.org.uk  
for more details

Frogmore Cottage

Uri Geller Wellington

Contempt for 
claimants
THE DEPARTMENT 
for Work and Pensions 
(DWP) has been criticised 
after one of its officials 
submitted papers to a 
benefits appeal tribunal 
in which they called a 
disabled claimant a “lying 
bitch”.

The submission, formally 
rejecting an appeal 
by a disabled woman 
against the removal 
or downgrading of her 
personal independence 
payment (PIP) award, was 
made public by her advice 
worker. The DWP official 
wrote, “In this lying bitches 
[sic] case she is receiving 
the mid-rate carers [sic] 
allowance component.”



 Second wave of protests 
BIG DEMONSTRATIONS were 
held as part of a second wave 
of marches in many parts of the 
world around UN anti-racism day.

Around 10,000 people took part 
in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 

The success of the racist Forum 
for Democracy party 
in recent provincial 
elections shocked people 
into action. 

It won the largest 
number of seats for any 
party.

The march last 
Saturday was the 
biggest Dutch anti-racist 
demonstration since the 
1990s.

Around 8,000 

people took part in a protest in 
Belgium and 5,000 in Barcelona 
in Catalonia. There the march 
centred on opposition to Vox, a 
rising far right party.

Around 3,000 people marched 
in Auckland, New Zealand on 

Sunday in response 
to the killings at two 
mosques in Christchurch 
earlier this month. 

A number of vigils 
have also been held 
across Britain to mark 
the attacks.

Together they have 
involved thousands of 
people who are shocked 
and angered by the 
murders.

 Take on  
 Tommy  
 Robinson
TOMMY ROBINSON and the 
racist Ukip party have called 
on their supporters to rally in 
London this Friday, 29 March. 

They hope to capitalise on 
Theresa May’s crisis and the 
political chaos over Brexit.

Ukip leader Gerard Batten 
spoke of a “Brexit betrayal” 
after the Tories and European 
Union agreed to delay the 
leave date past 29 March.

“This is a Ukip event and 
it is kindly sponsored by 
Tommy Robinson and his TR 
News service,” his letter said.

The Make Brexit Happen 
rally in Whitehall was 
expected to be addressed by 
Batten, Robinson and “other 
prominent Brexiteers”.

Robinson hopes to get 
back on the front foot and 
Ukip wants to outflank its 
former leader Nigel Farage, 
who is trying to organise 
around Brexit.

Unite
Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) and Unite Against 
Fascism have organised a 
counter-demonstration. 

It has been called as a 
mobilisation of all those who 
oppose Robinson, the fascists 
and far right—whether they 
voted Remain or Leave.

An SUTR statement said, 
“Tommy Robinson and 
Ukip are promoting a vile 
Islamophobic and racist 
agenda. 

“They want to create a far 
right street movement and 
build support for Ukip off the 
backs of the Tories’ Brexit 
crisis.

“Whether you voted Leave 
or Remain, let’s not let the 
far right set the agenda and 
divide us.”
Join the counter-demonstration, 
Friday 29 March, 2pm, central 
London. Details at 
bit.ly/SUTR29March

 Birmingham anti-racists  
 rally over mosque attacks
ANTI-RACIST campaigners mobi-
lised in Birmingham last Saturday 
in solidarity with Muslims after 
attacks on six mosques in the city.

Five mosques were attacked with 
sledgehammers in the early hours of 
last Thursday.

A 34 year old man was arrested on 
suspicion of racially aggravated crim-
inal damage after handing  himself in 
to police on Friday. 

West Midlands police said he had 
been detained under the Mental 
Health Act.

Another mosque was targeted on 
Saturday morning.

The attacks came shortly after an 
Islamophobic attack near an east 
London mosque and a stabbing 
“inspired by the far right” in Surrey.

Reported anti-Muslim hate crimes 
across Britain rose by 600  percent 
in the week after a Nazi killed 
50 worshippers at two New Zealand 
mosques. Some 95 incidents were 
reported to the charity Tell Mama 
between 15 March—the day of the 
New Zealand atrocity—and midnight 
on 21 March. 

Nearly all contained direct refer-
ences to the New Zealand attacks and 
featured gestures such as mimicking 
firearms being fired at Muslims.

This is why protests like the one in 
Birmingham are so important. 

Organisation
They are a chance to show opposition 
to Islamophobia, racism and the far 
right and to strengthen organisation 
against them.

The Birmingham protest was 
organised by Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) and Muslim Engagement and 
Development. It brought together 
anti-racists, Muslims, Labour Party 
members, LGBT+ activists and trade 
unionists.

Michael Bradley from SUTR said, 
“The attacks on the mosques were 
designed to intimidate Muslims off 
the streets and deepen divisions. It 

hasn’t worked and we will keep fight-
ing to make sure it doesn’t happen in 
the future.”

Those who carry out attacks, or 
organise the far right, draw inspi-
ration from the wider current of 
Islamophobia in the media and 
 mainstream politics.

It was revealed this week that 
more than a dozen Tory councillors 
who were suspended over posting 
Islamophobic or racist content online 
have had their memberships quietly 
reinstated. 

Some described Saudi Arabians as 
“sand peasants” while others shared 
material comparing Asian people to 
dogs.

Solihull borough council  councillor 
Jeff Potts was suspended from 
the Tory party in September after 
retweeting a post that said Muslims 
should to be deported. 

He has been readmitted to the 
party, though he still sits as an 
 independent on the council.

After the major SUTR demonstra-
tions in Britain on 16 March, the 
anti-racist movement needs to grow. 
Every socialist, union leader and 
Labour Party member should build it.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
Shootings at two New Zealand 
mosques have sparked a wave of 
Islamophobic attacks in Britain 
lThe charity Tell Mama said that 
reported anti-Muslim hate crimes 
rose by 600 percent in a week
lAnti-racists have organised to 
show solidarity with Muslims and 
to push back racism and the right
lMeanwhile the Tories have 
reinstated members who made 
racist comments online
lWe need a bigger anti-racist 
movement to push back the hate

IN THIS WEEK

 1965
Thousands join 
rally in Alabama
MARTIN LUTHER King 
led a civil rights protest 
of around 25,000 people 
to the state capital of 
Montgomery, Alabama on 
28 March 1965.

The demonstration 
marked the end of a  
five-day march that 
began in Selma.A protester in New

Zealand last week

PART OF the protest in Birmingham last Saturday  Picture: Birmingham Stand uP to raciSm 

Fighting for our future—
capitalism versus the  
climate

A new Socialist Worker pamphlet

£1
By Sarah Bates,  
Amy Leather and  
Camilla Royle

For copies ring 020 7840 5600
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Establishment crisis as May’s  
 chaotic, nasty regime crumbles
 by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE THERESA May government 
is disintegrating. It has staggered 
on, but it is not in power and  
everyone expects that it will soon 
not be in office.

And this week it got worse for 
May.

On Monday MPs voted by 329 to 
302 to hold votes on a range of alter-
natives to May’s Brexit withdrawal 
deal. This was passed because  
30 Tories voted against the  
government—including eight 
former cabinet ministers.

May had been forced to abandon 
her plans to hold a third “meaningful 
vote” on her twice-failed Brexit 
deal, at least for a few days. 

She knew it would lose because 
of continuing resistance from  
sections of Tories and the bigots of 
the Democratic Unionist Party.

The debates and votes on 
Wednesday this  week were 
expected to cover a range of “Plan 
B” proposals. 

They could include a second 
referendum, no deal, and schemes 
that accept more of the European 
Union’s (EU) rules. 

Monday’s vote was widely 
described as MPs “taking control”. 
If true, this is an interesting 
confirmation that most of the time 
it’s not our elected MPs who even 
claim to run the country.

It is by no means certain that 
there is a majority for any of the 
Brexit options.

Prepared
And in any case, May has already 
said she is prepared to ignore MPs’ 
votes. She warned the Commons, 
“I cannot commit the government 
to delivering the outcome of any 
votes held by this House.”

The political crisis of May, the 
government and the entire political 
system continues. 

Even cabinet ministers have 
said that, if the Brexit impasse 
continues, they might be forced 
into a general election.

It was a time of desperate nego-
tiations for May last week. The 
EU agreed with her that Brexit 
day, which had been Friday of this 

week, will be extended only to  
12 April if MPs don’t accept the 
government’s deal.

Another frenzied search for a 
solution approaches. 

Two ruling class gangs are  
slugging it out. 

Tories Boris Johnson, Iain 
Duncan Smith and Jacob Rees-
Mogg are in a reactionary alliance. 
They apparently call themselves 
“the grand wizards”—the name of 
the leaders of the racist Ku Klux 
Klan.

Their opponents who want to 
stop Brexit are pawns of big busi-
ness. Neither group stands for ordi-
nary people.

This should be a time for bold 
moves by Labour. 

Yet it is reduced to backing a 
pro-business version of Brexit, or 
a second referendum.

Labour has disastrously sepa-
rated Brexit from defence of the 
NHS, a reversal of privatisation, 
emergency action over housing and 
many other measures that could 
change the whole debate.

There has rarely been a weaker 
government. The outcome ought 
not to be consensus to try to repair 
the shattered neoliberal centre 
ground.

It should be the removal of 
May and all the Tories—and an  
anti-austerity and anti-racist Brexit.

HUNDREDS OF thousands were on the streets                                                    Picture: Guy Smallman 

Vote march backs ruling class agenda
HUNDREDS OF thousands of 
people—organisers claimed 
“around a million”—joined a 
march in London last Saturday 
calling for a “People’s Vote”.

It saw Tories Michael 
Heseltine and Dominic Grieve 
speak alongside Alastair 
Campbell—enabler of Tony 
Blair’s lies that launched the 
2003 war on Iraq.

Chuka Umunna and Anna 
Soubry represented The 
Independent Group of ex-Tory 
and ex-Labour MPs. 

Also on the march were 
Labour’s Jess Phillips, Caroline 
Lucas from the Green Party 
and Nicola Sturgeon from the 
Scottish National Party.

They were joined by Labour’s 
deputy leader Tom Watson. His 
presence was a direct snub and 
challenge to Jeremy Corbyn, 
who had kept away from the 
march.

As with any such large 
gathering there were many 
workers present as well as more 
middle class people. And some 

were motivated by 
fears of rampant 
“little Englander” 
nationalism and 
the belief, which is 
mistaken, that the 
European Union 
should be backed 
by anti-racists.

But one sign of 
the character of 
the march was 
that even such 
a right wing 
Labour figure as 
Watson was booed by sections of 
the crowd.

And many of those 
interviewed showed their 
contempt for those who had 
voted Leave, treating them as 
ignorant and hopelessly gullible.

Trade unions were almost 
wholly absent.

The march called for a second 
referendum between whatever 
deal emerges from parliament 
and staying in the EU.

This is an anti-democratic 
outrage. It will offer no choice 

for those, like Socialist 
Worker, who want to 
leave the EU but not 
on the terms cobbled 
together by MPs.

Such a referendum 
is the preferred option 
of big business and 
its mouthpieces such 
as the Financial Times 
newspaper. 

This is because a second 
vote gives the greatest 
chance of overturning the 
2016 referendum.

It would enable racist scum 
such as Nigel Farage, and fascists 
such as Tommy Robinson, to pose 
as the upholders of democracy. 

It would harden the divisions 
that plague the working class 
and make it easier for the Tories 
and the bosses to rule.

There have been no left-wing 
demonstrations over Brexit of a 
similar size to the People’s Vote 
mobilisations. It’s a tragedy that 
there hasn’t been a movement 
based on a working class 
agenda, not a ruling class one. 

BACK STORY
The Tories have been thrown 
into crisis by the Brexit process
lTheresa May has tried to get 
her Brexit deal through the 
House of Commons twice
lA planned third vote on it was 
blocked last week because there 
weren’t substantial changes to it
lSo May had to negotiate with 
European Union officials about 
extending the Brexit deadline
lThe leaving date was supposed 
to be this Friday, 29 March, but 
that has now been put back

May faces opposition from all angles

On other pages...
Brexit broke the system 
>>Pages 14&15
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

WHY CAPITALISM CAN’T 
SOLVE THE CLIMATE CRISIS

T 
HIS YEAR has seen the 
birth of a militant new 
climate movement on 
the streets. 

But despite a 
renewed focus on the issue of 
ecological catastrophe, research 
released this week shows that 
the drivers of climate change are 
getting worse, not better.

Carbon emissions are the main 
cause of a heating world—and 
they’re rising. Data from the 
International Energy Agency 
showed a 2.3 percent increase in 
energy demand in the last year—
most of it met by fossil fuels. 

In some countries, the jump 
was huge—gas consumption in 
the US increased by 10 percent. 
And fracking has caused oil 
production to grow as well.  

In Asia, the average age of  
coal-fired power plants is just 12 
years old, and they are set to stay 
active for decades. 

Hotter temperatures mean 
increasing numbers of people are 
relying on air conditioning units, 
which in turn increases emissions. 

This increase in heating and 
cooling energy accounted for 
a fifth of the increase in global 
energy demand. 

Executive director of the 

International Energy Agency Fatih 
Birol said, “Despite major growth 
in renewables, global emissions 
are still rising, demonstrating once 
again that more urgent action is 
needed on all fronts.”

These figures help expose the 
inaction and hollow promises of 
world leaders’ climate talks. 

In 2015, the Paris climate 
agreements saw governments 
promise to limit the global 
temperature rise to 2 degrees. 

As part of this, richer countries 
said they would reduce emissions 
slowly, over a period of decades.

Even if emissions were 
reducing—which they are not—
time is running out.  

Urgent, immediate and drastic 

action is needed now. 
Tidal, solar and wind power 

can produce enough energy for 
everyone. It must be developed 
on a mass scale now.

All remaining fossil fuels need 
to be left in the ground. Huge 
infrastructure projects must be 
initiated to replace an economy 
that relies on gas, oil and coal. 

Almost nothing is being done 
to challenge industries that strip 
Earth of its natural resources and 
fill the air with deadly pollution 
(see pages 10&11).

Gas, oil and coal reserves 
weren’t mentioned once in the 
“historic” Paris agreement. 

Time and time again it’s shown 
that voluntary agreements 
between governments aren’t 
enough. Politicians continue with 
their programme of inaction, 
and fossil fuel bosses carry on 
destroying our planet in their 
quest for profit. 

The fact that emissions 
continue to rise despite the 
existential threat they pose to 
human life shows the illogical 
nature of capitalism. 

It will take a mass movement, 
with workers at its heart, to build 
a world based on the interests of 
people and planet. 

LEAVE THE RICH NOTHING
M Ps WANT firms to cut 

bosses’ bonuses—because 
they fear the payouts will 

turn people against capitalism.
The business select committee 

slammed “shaming” decisions 
such as the £75 million bonus 
handed to Jeff Fairburn, boss of 
housebuilding firm Persimmon, 
last year.

Labour MP Rachel Reeves 
chairs the committee. She said 
such bonuses are “corrosive of 
trust in business and threaten to 
undermine public support for the 

way our economy operates”.
If nothing changes they could 

“foment hostility” and “undermine 
support for the current economic 
model”.

But it’s absolutely right not to 
support the current economic 
model—capitalism—because 
it’s set up to keep the mass of 
ordinary people down.

Capitalism is based on bosses 
exploiting workers to make 
profits. A tiny layer of people 
grow obscenely wealthy while 
billions of ordinary people get 

poorer. Top bosses in Britain now 
grab an average salary of  
£4 million. 

Their pay rose four times 
as fast as that of their workers 
over the past decade. Meanwhile, 
millions of workers suffered real 
terms pay cuts.

We should take the money 
from the rich. But cutting bonuses 
or making small changes to how 
firms are run won’t be enough. 

We don’t just need a world 
without bosses’ bonuses—we 
need a world without bosses.

Almost nothing is 
being done to 
challenge firms 
that strip Earth 
of resources 

‘‘ 
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Donated baby clothes

IN BRIEF 
 Aecom contract is a slap in  
 the face for Grenfell victims
THE Tories have 
appointed an 
“independent 
specialist contractor” 
to conduct 
environmental checks 
of the area around 
Grenfell Tower. 

Contractor Aecom 
has been brought in 
for at least the initial 
stages. 

Professor Anna 
Stec of the University 
of Central Lancashire 
raised concerns about 
toxicity in the soil 
surrounding Grenfell 
Tower more than six 
months ago.

Subsidiaries of 
Aecom admitted to 
price-fixing in Canada 
and making false 
charges for goods and 
services at a nuclear 
facility in the US. 

The firm won a 
contract worth £830 
million to supply the 
Iraqi army after the 
invasion in 2003. 

It routinely 

overcharged, making 
claims such as £180 
for an £11 wing mirror.

Before the 
Grenfell contract 
was announced 
a ministerial 
spokesperson told 
Socialist Worker, 
“We’re discussing 
the additional 
environmental checks 
and the contractor 
with the community.” 

But Moyra 
Samuels from the 
Justice4Grenfell 
campaign said 
local residents had 
not been properly 
consulted and 
opposed Aecom’s 
appointment. 

The decision to 
award the contract 
is the latest in a long 
line of contemptuous 
actions by the Tories.

GRENFELL VICTIMS need justice  Picture: Guy Smallman

 Women turn to ‘baby banks’  
 after Tories drive up poverty
SOARING numbers of 
pregnant women have 
to use “baby banks” 
to get essentials 
for their children, 
according to a Daily 
Mirror newspaper 
investigation. 

More women 
are relying on the 
charities for basics 
including nappies, 
clothes, buggies, 
cots, and feeding and 
sterilising equipment.

The rising numbers 
follow Tory attacks 
that have imposed 
real terms pay cuts on 
workers and slashed 

benefits.
Baby Basics, which 

began in Sheffield, 
said the number 
of people using its 
services shot up by  
93 percent between 

2016 and last year.
The Cwtch Baby 

Bank in Taffs Well, 
near Cardiff, saw a 
155 percent rise in the 
number of families 
using the service over 
the same time period.

Founder Hilary 
Johnston blamed 
“government cuts” 
and Universal Credit.

Little Village runs 
three baby banks in 
London. 

The number of 
families referred to it 
nearly doubled in one 
year, from 773 in 2017 
to 1,524 last year.

 Report slams DWP reforms
THE Department 
for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) 
should be stripped 
of responsibility for 
providing benefits 
and support to ill and 
disabled people, a 
think tank said.

A report from 
Demos said that 
botched reforms to 
disability benefits and 
a brutal sanctions 
regime have shattered 
trust in the DWP.

The report 
found that Tory 
“reforms” have left 
vulnerable claimants 
stressed and poor. 
Its disgraced 
reputation means 
it is “impossible for 
the DWP to engage 
meaningfully with ill 
and disabled people”.

The report included 
a poll of 2,000 people 
that showed just  
13 percent thought 
the DWP was doing 

a good job in helping 
sick and disabled 
people.

Nearly two thirds 
of disabled people 
thought the DWP 
didn’t understand the 
concerns of ill and 
disabled people.

Demos concluded 
that it does “not 
have faith in the 
department to 
deliver” changes that 
could improve life for 
claimants.
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Labour makes moves 
to cover its left flank
UNTIL RECENTLY the Corbyn-supporting Momentum 
group hasn’t done much beyond organising canvassing 
days and online petitions. Now all of a sudden it’s 
organising protests over climate change.

Momentum wants its members and supporters to organise 
stunts at branches of Barclays bank this Saturday. 

It says the idea is to force Barclays to divest from fossil 
fuel companies, depriving the industry of funding for its 
infrastructure. Momentum even says it hopes to force some 
branches to close.

That’s quite a departure for the organisation which, 
despite being labelled thuggish and militant by the right, 
has largely avoided protests and street mobilisation. Even its 
claims to have challenged the far right amount to no more 
than a token presence on marches organised by Stand Up To 
Racism.

But struggle on the streets—organised independently of 
Labour—seems to have pushed it into action.

Momentum announced its campaigning after a second 
day of mass walkouts by school students. It says this is a 
way of standing in solidarity with the protests—although it’s 
stopped shy of encouraging people to join the school strikers.

The truth is that so far vocal support for Labour or Jeremy 
Corbyn has been a minority element of this movement for 
change on the streets. And Momentum has been nowhere to 
be seen on the major demonstrations in London.

Perhaps Labour realises it needs to do more to tap into 
this. It seems unlikely that Momentum would organise such 
a campaign without the approval of Corbyn.

There are other signs that Labour’s leadership realises it 
has a problem. At a Labour Assembly Against Austerity rally 
of some 200 people in central London last week MPs called 
for an “extra parliamentary” movement.

Underlying it all was a sense that relentless right wing 
attacks and an all-consuming focus on parliament and Brexit 
had demoralised and demobilised Labour activists. Really 
the talk of action was about gearing up for a possible snap 
election.

What would this action look like? 

Recruited
Shadow chancellor John McDonnell told Socialist Worker, 
“We’ve recruited our community organisers—that’s 
stretched right the way around the country now. And we’re 
bringing together Labour Party members, trade unionists, 
community leaders and looking at individual campaigns 
that we’re launching and supporting.”

Other speakers at the rally suggested something more 
radical—MPs Dan Carden, Laura Pidcock and Richard 
Burgon all spoke of strikes and marches.

But it all came through the prism of getting a Corbyn-led 
government elected.

Carden quoted Eric Heffer, a famous 1980s left wing MP, 
“To achieve that new society Labour believes it should use 
the ballot box. But in addition it must also involve itself in 
extra-parliamentary activity.

“The two are not contradictory—they are 
complimentary”.

Yet there is a tension. Since Corbyn was elected leader 
in 2015, he has gradually been pulled away from action on 
the streets. Focus on parliamentary wrangling, trying to 
appease the right and trying to prove Labour is fit to govern 
have all played a part in that.

So Corbyn is rarely seen on demonstrations where once he 
would have been a fixture. There are no mass rallies like the 
ones of his leadership and election campaigns. 

A return to mass rallies—and protests—would be a 
welcome change. And if they can help Corbyn get elected 
there’s no doubt that would be a good thing. It would mean 
elation across the working class and for everyone on the left.

But what happens if the movement is seen as damaging to 
Labour’s electoral ambitions and it tries to limit them? Then 
the party becomes a hindrance, not a help. A movement can’t 
just be about getting Labour elected—its aims have to be 
broader.

Activists have to fight against racism, against the 
destruction of the climate, against austerity and for a better 
world—irrespective of whether Labour leaders feel such 
campaigning benefits them.

A 1989 tribute at Liverpool’s Anfield stadium to the people who died due to the Hillsborough disaster   

Jury goes out to consider its 
verdicts in Hillsborough trials 
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE JURY is considering its 
verdicts in the trials of two 
men charged with offences 
relating to the Hillsborough 
football disaster.

Some 96 Liverpool fans 
died after being crushed 
in pens 3 and 4 at the 
Leppings Lane of Sheffield 
Wednesday’s Hillsborough 
 stadium in April 1989.

Former police match com-
mander David Duckenfield 
den i e s  95  coun t s  o f 
 manslaughter by gross neg-
ligence. He can’t be charged 
over the 96th death, that of 
Tony Bland, as Bland died 
four years after the disaster.

Graham Mackrell, who 
was Sheffield Wednesday’s 
safety officer in 1989, denies 
one charge of breaching a 
safety regulation.

Review
Judge Sir Peter Openshaw 
summed up the case last 
week. He said the deaths 
were “a profound human 
tragedy”. But he said the jury 
must “decide the case after an 
objective and  dispassionate 
review of the evidence”.

The judge said that the 
burden falls on the prosecu-
tion to prove its case against 
the defendants. 

He said the fact that the 
trial is taking place 30 years 
after the disaster can make 
it harder for defendants to 
challenge charges. Openshaw 

said the  findings of other 
inquiries are not relevant to 
the jury’s deliberations. 

The judge said decisions 
over turnstiles and stadium 
features were fixed in the 
years before Mackrell arrived 
at Hillsborough.

He said the Green Guide 
safety manual was “not very 
helpful” in defining the role 
of safety officer. There was 
“no benchmark against which 
Mr Mackrell’s performance 
can be measured”.

The judge said the jury 
should take into account 
the fact that the defendants 
have no convictions or cau-
tions, and both possess good 
character.

Openshaw said evidence 
that the tunnel leading to 
pens 3 and 4 was closed off 
during the 1988 semi-final at 
Hillsborough was not chal-
lenged in the trial. The judge 
also said many senior offic-
ers seemed unaware of 
the tactic. 

He said evidence 
suggested that by 
2.25pm or 2.30pm 
serious problems 
had  deve loped 
outside the turn-
stiles. The 

prosecution say this was fore-
seeable. The defence say there 
were a lot of fans without  
t ickets so there could 
be higher numbers than 
expected.

The second opening of 
Gate C took place at 2.52pm. 
The judge said someone 
opened part of the perimeter 

gates and a further mass of 
fans went through. The 
defence argue that 
Duckenfield could not 
have foreseen that.

The prosecution 
say it should have 
been obvious that 

fans would go down 
the tunnel into 

pens 3 
and 4. 

Superintendent Murray told 
the Taylor Inquiry no instruc-
tion was given to any officer 
on the concourse. 

Unreasonable
The prosecution say Murray 
made the same mistakes as 
Duckenfield, but that this 
does not mean Duckenfield 
is not at fault. 

The defence say this is 
unfair and unreasonable.

The judge said evidence 
that Duckenfield had claimed 
fans had forced a gate open 
has no significance to the 
case.

He said the prosecution 
do not criticise the deci-
sion to open Gate C, but 
argue that the emergency at 
the turnstiles was partly of 
Duckenfield’s making.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.ukDavid Duckenfield outside the court

ANALYSIS 
NICK CLARK

Some of the 96 who died as a result of the disaster
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‘We’re on 
breadline’ 
say college 
strikers
UCU members should keep fighting 
against low pay and worsening 
conditions, argues Sadie Robinson

WORKERS AT five colleges in 
England struck last week to 
demand higher pay and better 
conditions. The “third wave” 
of strikes in the campaign was 
boosted by new UCU union 
members and had a big impact.

At South Bank College, previously 
Lambeth, six workers joined the 
union the day before the  three-day 
strike began on Wednesday. Tracey 
is one of them.

“I joined because I’ve had 
enough,” she told Socialist Worker. 
“We need more money. I’ve worked 
here for 21 years and I’m getting 
poorer.”

At Croydon College, the union 
branch has around 30 more mem-
bers than when the dispute began.

Anne-Marie, a health and social 
care teacher, was on strike and 
 picketing for the first time last week. 
“We’re living on the  breadline,” she 
told Socialist Worker. 

“You’re not giving your best to 
the students because you’re just 
worrying about the bills.”

She added, “These strikes aren’t 
only for us. If nobody makes a stand 
now it will just get worse.”

Many workers are more confi-
dent because the strikes have forced 
some bosses to offer higher pay rises 
and improvements to conditions. 
The UCU called off some planned 
strikes last week as a result.

But the union shouldn’t settle 
for small improvements, especially 
when it argues that workers have 
suffered a real terms pay cut of  
25 percent since August 2009.

Bosses
At South Bank workers voted to 
keep striking after bosses made a 
new offer. 

“One person pointed out that our 
claim last year was for 10 percent— 
so we’ve already come down by 
5 percent,” said UCU rep Mandy 
Brown. 

“Others said a small rise will just 
be swallowed up by council tax 
increases.”

Workers know the money is there 
to fund bigger rises. Harlow UCU 

branch secretary Pauline pointed 
out that the college principal’s 
pay has recently gone up by some  
15 percent to £140,000. 

And many want bosses to agree 
to more wide-reaching changes too.

At Croydon, workers want a  
5 percent rise plus an end to casual 
and “fractional” contracts.

Striker Francis told Socialist 
Worker, “My contract is a 0.8 which 
means I’m paid for four days a week. 
But in reality I work five or six days 
a week. There is a lot of admin and 
I try to set up enrichment activities 
for students.

The lack of funding for staff 
affects students’ education. Francis 
said a technician in his department 
left a year ago and hasn’t been 
replaced. “It has a huge impact on 
what I’m able to do,” he said.

“I am passionate about the job 
and I love teaching. But already I 
am wondering if I need to move out 
of the sector.”

UCU branch chair Frances said 
other staff have left “because of 
the pay and conditions”. “There’s 
an expectation that we should do 
so much in our own time,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

“We care about our students. But 
there comes a time when you have 
to care about yourself.”

On other pages...
AFG strikers won’t take night pay 
attack lightly >>Page 19

BACK STORY
UCU union members held  
three-day strikes at five colleges 
in England last week
lThose at Bradford, Croydon, 
Harlow and South Bank began 
on Wednesday
lAt West Thames College, 
workers struck for three days 
from Monday
lLast week’s strikes followed 
walkouts in January and last 
November ON STRIKE at South Bank College, in London Picture: Guy Smallman

Scottish further education lecturers 
stage powerful walkouts for pay rise
THOUSANDS OF college lecturers 
across Scotland held their fourth 
national strike over pay and 
conditions last Thursday.

College lecturers in the  
EIS-FELA union have not had a 
cost of living pay rise for nearly 
three years.

They fought for and won 
harmonised equal pay across the 
sector, but management now want 
them to pay for that by holding 
down future increases.

The present offer amounts to  
2 percent over three years.

John Kelly, EIS-FELA branch 
secretary at West College Scotland, 
told Socialist Worker, “It’s a very 
solid strike.

“People are furious that 
management are demanding we 
accept worse terms and conditions 
for any possible pay rise.” 

Alongside the strikes, lecturers 
are also balloting for a boycott 
of college results systems and a 
withdrawal of goodwill.

The ballot closes on 28 March.
Bosses are also looking to axe 

promises on working conditions.
“In particular they want to take 

away an agreement they made 
where fixed-term and part-time 
contracts are made permanent 

after two years based on the hours 
they work,” said John.

“Now they want exceptions 
to that. It will clear the way to 
casualisation and hit some of our 
most insecure members.”

Delegates at the EIS-FELA 
annual general meeting last week 
unanimously backed a vote of no 
confidence in the management 
body, Colleges Scotland, 
following its failure “to negotiate 
in good faith towards a fair pay 
settlement”. 

Many strikers are angry that 
the SNP-led Scottish government 
has not intervened to force 
management to concede to 

the union’s demands.
EIS general secretary Larry 

Flanagan said, “EIS-FELA members 
have stood strong and united 
throughout this strike while 
Colleges Scotland has shown it is 
unwilling to engage in meaningful 
negotiations. It is now time for the 
Scottish Government to step in to 
facilitate a negotiated agreement.”

Proud
Scottish Labour leader Richard 
Leonard was on the picket line at 
New College Lanarkshire and said 
he was “proud to stand alongside 
college lecturers on their picket 
line.”

“They need a fair deal and come 
rain or shine Scottish Labour will 
be on their side,” he said. 

That’s good to hear, although 
workers who have been on the 
receiving end of Labour cuts may 
feel his sympathy is selective.

College lecturers need to 
escalate their action to break the 
resistance of management and the 
Scottish government that stands 
behind them.

And there can be no concessions 
to the demands for worse terms 
and conditions.
Charlie Kimber

EIS members on the picket line
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 State sends  
 in the army,  
 but  Yellow  
 Vests grow
The escalation of repression by the 
French state shows the scale of the 
crisis, says Charlie Kimber

THE FRENCH state mobilised 
tens of thousands of police 
and the  army’s  Operat ion 
Sentinel against the nineteenth  
successive Saturday of Yellow 
Vest mobilisations last weekend.

It was a massive escalation of 
repression to defend the posh 
Champs-Elysees street in Paris, 
where protesters had previously 
attacked dozens of luxury shops.

The French interior minister 
cheered that, “Order has been main-
tained.” But demonstrators had not 
gone away, troops were on the 
streets, police inflicted grave inju-
ries, and none of the protesters’ 
grievances were dealt with.

The Sentinel military force wear 
uniforms, bullet-proof vests and are 
armed with assault rifles.

The military governor of Paris, 
General Bruno Le Ray, said these 
soldiers could “open fire” against 
Yellow Vests if they decided lives 
were under threat.

An interior ministry source chill-
ingly told Le Parisien newspaper, 
“It will be necessary for us to take 
responsibility, even if a Black Block 
who sets fire to Fouquet’s [res-
taurant] takes one and ends up 
quadriplegic.”

Increase
Given such threats it is extraordi-
nary that so many people were on 
the streets. Even the official state 
count showed an increase—40,500 
demonstrators across France com-
pared to 32,000 the week before.

Yellow Vests said 127,000 took 
part.

They could not protest on the 
Champs-Elysees but instead flooded 
the area around Sacre-Coeur church 
in Montmartre.

Sacre-Coeur was built to “expiate 
the crimes of the Commune”. The 
Commune was the rising of Parisian 
workers in 1871 that briefly held 
power and gave a vision of a  
different sort of society.

Rail worker Alain told Socialist 
Worker, “Going to Montmartre was, 
for many of us, a way of saying that 
we are not giving in and we are 

taking back Paris from the right and 
the conservatives.”

It wasn’t just in Paris that the 
state assaulted Yellow Vests. 
Christian Estrosi, right wing mayor 
of Nice, presided over 80 arrests 
and violent riot police charges that 
seriously injured a demonstrator.

Genevieve Legay, a 73 year old 
protester, was left with multiple 
fractures of the skull.

If president Emmanuel Macron 
gets away with these measures, 
every protester and trade unionist 
will be under threat. Other forces 
should join the Yellow Vests to sup-
port their demands and protect the 
right to dissent.

Alain said, “There was a day of 
strikes last week which was quite 
successful, but needs to be much 
bigger. This is a crisis. 

“The Yellow Vests have already 
given a voice to those who have 
been silenced, but we can win more 
if the strikes grow and are for more 
than one day.”

In recent weeks France has seen 
huge protests against climate chaos, 
in support of the Algerian revolt 
and for women’s rights as well as 
the Yellow Vests. Bringing those 
together can beat Macron.

On other pages...
Israel attacks people in Gaza ahead 
of protests >>Page 20

BACK STORY
Tens of thousands of Yellow 
Vests protested last Saturday
lThe protests began in response 
to fuel price hikes last November
lThey have since developed into 
a broader movement against 
president Emmanuel Macron
lThe state mobilised police and 
the army’s Operation Sentinel 
against protesters last weekend
lIt failed to deter protesters
lUnions need to escalate strikes 
in solidarity with the Yellow Vests 
and to defend the right to protest 

 Strikes spread to Algeria’s oil fields
HUGE PROTESTS continued 
in Algeria, north Africa, last 
week to demand the removal of 
president Abdelaziz Bouteflika 
and his regime.

Hundreds of thousands 
marched in the capital city 
of Algiers. And more joined 
protests in towns and cities 
across the country on Friday of 
last week.

“We stay here until the whole 
system goes,” teacher Mahmoud 
Timar told the Reuters news 
organisation.

The protests have forced 
Bouteflika to say he won’t stand 
for re-election. Elections had 
been scheduled for April. 

Now they have been 
postponed indefinitely while a 

new constitution is approved.
Strikes have been central to 

the movement. And they have 
spread to the country’s key oil 
and gas industries—on 11 March 
strikes were reported at Algeria’s 
largest gas field, Hassi R’Mel. 

Now international capital is 
backing off from deals with the 
state-run Sonatrach energy firm.

Unions have turned down 
talks with new prime minister 
Noureddine Bedoui. 

These same unions supported 
Bouteflika until the protests and 
strikes made that untenable. 

Building the strikes and 
strengthening an independent 
workers’ movement can push 
beyond replacing him with a 
technocratic government.

 Mass protests across Sudan
MASS protests 
continue to demand 
the fall of Sudanese 
president Omar  
al-Bashir.

Last Friday 
demonstrators 
marched on 
the presidential 
palace and army 
headquarters in the 
capital Khartoum. 

It followed big 
student protests 
earlier in the week.

On Thursday 

thousands of 
Sudanese people 
joined “Marches of 
Justice” in greater 
Khartoum and across 
the country. 

Opposition 
coalitions and the 
SPA union federation 
said protests will 
continue for the next 
two weeks.

The groups called 
for boycotting firms, 
banks and media 
outlets that support 

the Sudanese security 
forces. 

On 22 February 
Bashir announced a 
state of emergency. 
A group of protesters 
was sentenced on 
Sunday to six months 
in jail for “causing 
disturbances”.

But despite the 
repression the 
resistance continues.

Change has to 
go further than just 
replacing the dictator.

YELLOW VEST protesters in front of the Sacre-Coeur church in Montmartre, Paris, last Saturday 

President Abdelaziz Bouteflika

MORE ON THE WEB

Death toll of Cyclone Idai in 
southern Africa is the result of 
appalling capitalist priorities
lbit.ly/cyclone-capitalism
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Fight against the social 
care crisis in Britain
THERE IS a crisis within 
social care, and it will 
make the chaos in the 
health service even worse 
than it already is.

We all know that there 
are major problems in 
social care across Britain. 

Low pay in the care 
industry is having a 
massive impact on the 
quality of care.

Families Lobbying & 
Advising Sheffield (Flash) 
is a group of family carers 
of relatives with learning 

disabilities or autism in 
Sheffield. 

We are campaigning for 
better pay for care 
workers.

Action is needed to 
minimise the social care 
crisis. 

Please support our 
petition to pay all 
employed carers the living 
wage.

Chris Sterry
Sheffield

Sign the petition at  
bit.ly/SocialCarePetition

No royal child will die in a refugee camp
THE BRITISH tabloids 
fawn and grovel over any 
royal pregnancy. 

They salute the 
pampered children of the 
House of Windsor in the 
cruel billionaire’s den that 
is Buckingham Palace.

The same British 
tabloids loathed the 
refugee baby of the 
so-called “Jihadi bride” 
Shamima Begum. 

Shamima had dared to 
question and to criticise 
the violence of British 
imperialism. 

The refugee camp in 

Syria she was forced to live 
in was not like Windsor 
Castle. 

Shamima and her baby 
were denied vital medical 
treatment by this brutal 
Tory Government. 

The baby died. Now the 
mother is being ignored by 
uncaring British state.

This young woman’s 
tragic plight indicates how 
we should look to Karl 
Marx—he explained why 
the rich would always hate 
the poor.

Zekria Ibrahimi
Via email

Understanding 
Italian fascism
YOUR RECENT article 
on Mussolini (Socialist 
Worker 20 March) didn’t 
have enough room to 
make some important 
points.

For instance, it 
could have mentioned 
the weakness of the 
capitalist class in Italy. 

The state itself, as a 
united entity, was also 
relatively new in 1919. 

It was a new nation—a 
united Italy under king 
Victor Emmanuel had 
only been formed in the 
1860s.

The Italian ruling 
class knew the new 
nation carried within 
it a political decay 
unless it allowed in the 
entrepreneurs of the 
middle classes.

Floyd Codlin
South London

Interserving 
up destitution 
I READ your article on 
the collapse of Interserve 
(Socialist Worker, 20 
March). So much for Tory 
ideology. No doubt the 
directors will come out of 
it alright.

Alan Kingston
On Facebook

Nazis look to 
New Zealand
YOUR ARTICLE on the 
Christchurch murders 
in New Zealand was 
great (Socialist Worker, 
15 March). Fascism has 
spread in Australia since 
Fraser Anning’s “Final 
Solution” speech in the 
senate.

It is atrocious, 
murderous poison.

I think you should 
remove the monster’s 
face from the article, 
and more people might 
be keen to share it. This 
fascist wants his face 
to be reproduced. My 
feeling is that it’s best 
not to give him that 
privilege.

Giles Watson
On Facebook

lTHE BLOODY racist 
Daily Fail newspaper 
published a copy of the 
murderer’s “manifesto” 
on its web page.

Babs Nash
On Facebook

lTHE BILE pouring out 
of British and US far right 
social media pages in 
response to Christchurch 
is disgusting. 

Freedom of speech is 
being abused as freedom 
to hate and persecute.

Robert Venus 
On Facebook

Just a 
thought...An avoidable 

NHS cervical 
smear crisis 
AS BOTH an NHS worker 
and a recipient of  
intervention after a 
positive smear test, I am 
angry to read about the 
debacle unfolding in the 
health service. 

At the end of last year 
the British Medical 
Association reported that 
48,000 women missed out 
on information about 
their cervical screening 
because of a “system 
error”. 

This was down to 
problems in the contract 
outsourced to Capita. 

And now I read that the 
cervical screening service 
is facing “meltdown”. 

A recent publicity 
campaign by Public 
Health England was 
designed to increase 
awareness of the need for 
smear testing. 

This drive coincided 
with planned laboratory 
closures due to a 
“restructuring process”. 

It resulted in women 
waiting months for their 
results when previously 
they had received them in 
14 days.

Privatisation in the 
NHS means those who 
cannot afford private 
health care face a second 
class service.

In Colchester we have 
called an anti-austerity 
demonstration through 
our local Peoples 
Assembly group. 

It is around the slogan 
Britain is Broken—the 
cuts to the NHS is a 
central focus. It is crises 
like this that the Tories’ 
Brexit mess is distracting 
from. We must keep 
fighting for the NHS and 
other essential services.

Jane Newman
Essex

Socialists should side with 
neither Farage or Bercow 
A SMALL Brexit march, organised 
by the Leave Means Leave 
pressure group, and temporarily 
led by Nigel Farage, set off from 
Sunderland last week. It’s on a 
270 mile march to London. 

The organisers are touting it as 
similar to the Jarrow March of the 
1930s. 

This saw hundreds of 
unemployed miners and shipyard 
workers march to London to 
protest against unemployment.

And it was led by socialists and 
not by a bigoted ex-public school 
stockbroker.

I voted to leave because the 
European Union (EU) is a brutal 
capitalist institution which has 
imposed austerity on the people 
of Europe. I would not touch the 
Leave Means Leave march with a 

bargepole. The north east of 
England has a proud tradition of 
fighting racism and bigotry and so 
I find the fact that Farage and his 
cronies have used this region to 
begin his march insulting.

The left needs to get its act 
together and campaign for a 
socialist future outside of the EU.

Sue Gilmore
County Durham

lPEOPLE WHO want to reverse 
the vote to leave the racist, 
neoliberal EU are looking to vile 
characters such as Commons 
speaker John Bercow to 
undemocratically overturn the 
vote. 

Bercow said he would refuse to 
give MPs another vote on May’s 
Brexit deal unless they were 

asked a different question. 
Bercow is a nasty right winger. A 
recording emerged recently of 
him saying that women who 
complain about sexism are 
“inadequate”. 

Multiple allegations of bullying 
have been made against him.

He was also a member of the 
notorious Monday Club—now too 
right wing to be officially 
affiliated with the Tory party—
which has had Nazis in its 
membership. 

People who are holding him up 
as a shining example because he 
has dealt a blow against Brexit 
should take a closer look and 
think who they are allying 
themselves with. 

Janet Simm
Telford

Shamima Begum has been 
abandoned by the British state 
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 AIR POLLUTION
A DEADLY TRUTH ABOUT DIRTY CAPITALISM

Every day we suck thousands of 
litres of poisoned air into our lungs 
while bosses do their best to evade 
pollution laws. The system has to be 
overturned, writes Sarah Bates

O
VER EIGHT million 
deaths a year. Higher 
rates of kidney dis-
ease, diabetes and 
strokes. Increased 
risk of lung and heart 

diseases, dementia and chronic 
 illnesses that can begin in the 
womb and last a lifetime.

The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) calls this a “silent public 
health emergency”. It’s not obesity, 
tobacco, sugar, alcohol or a seden-
tary lifestyle—but the air we breathe. 

Over 90 percent of the world’s 
population live in places where air 
pollution is above WHO guidelines. 
Scientific evidence is revealing the 
true impact of air pollution faster than 
measures are being taken to tackle it.

But the pollution isn’t natural. For 
instance, tiny particles—known as 
PM2.5—are one of the main causes 
of respiratory disease. They can enter 
the lungs, brain and bloodstream. 

Most are created by burning fossil 
fuels or wood for driving, heating, 
power plants and industry.

One study released earlier this 
month said air pollution kills more 
people than smoking. 

Co-author Joe Lelieveld said, 
“Since most of the particulate matter 
and other air pollutants in Europe 
come from the burning of fossil fuels, 
we need to switch to other sources of 
generating energy urgently.”

Children are some of the most 
vulnerable. In congested cities pol-
lution can reach a foetus in a womb 
and contribute it to be being born 
underweight. 

A 2017 study revealed that air 
pollution significantly increases the 
risk of low birth weight. 

Research leader Mireille Toledano 
said this increases the risk of infant 
death but also “predicts lifelong risk 
of diabetes, cardiovascular disease 
and so on”.

“You are setting in stone the 
whole trajectory of lifelong chronic 
illness,” she said.

C h i l d r e n ’ s 
bodies are still 
g row ing  and 

their developing immune systems 
make them more vulnerable to 
infection. Air pollution contributes 
to poorer cognitive development and 
lung function. Almost 700,000 chil-
dren under five die every year as a 
result of air pollution. For millions 
more, their life-long health suffers.

In the poorer countries, 98  percent 
of children under five are exposed 
to levels of air pollution above WHO 
limits. 

A 2018 United Nations report 
found that poor air quality is leading 
to higher death rates among children 
in their first year of life.

In Britain, the Tories have been 
taken to court three times over their 
“clean air policy”. 

And it’s not just fumes from traf-
fic. Sulphur dioxide, another major 
pollutant, is released by airplane 
and ship fumes. Wood, coal and 
solid fuel fires in the home generate 
around 40 percent of total PM2.5. 

Worries about air pollution are 
nothing new. In November 1948 
London was engulfed in a dense 
smog that lasted six days and caused 
the city to grind to a halt.

So what’s the pollution solution? 
For some it lies in restricting traffic, 
more electric car charging points, and 
building pavements and bike lanes. 

For others it’s about  avoiding 

the effects by not going out at cer-
tain parts of the day or wearing a 
 protection mask.

The WHO’s Dr Ghebreyesus 
described a “smog of complacency 
that pervaded the planet”. No one 
rich or poor, can escape air  pollution,” 
he said. 

But it doesn’t affect rich and poor 
equally. In Australia, 90 percent of 
the burden of air pollution falls on 
low to middle income households 
and only 0.1 percent of air pollution 
falls on the highest income families. 

And most of the worst-polluted 
cities are in the poorest areas. 

There are ways to tackle air 
 pollution in the here and now. But 
it won’t happen just because enough 
scientific reports expose the dangers.  

It won’t come from the bosses 
who pollute our world or the British 
state—unless ordinary people force 
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AND THEORY

Why oppressed people 
aren’t always united

Divisions sown by the 
ruling class can have a 
devastating effect, writes 
Simon Basketter
FATHER PATRICK Peyton 
would have opposed teaching 
about LGBT+ relationships in 
schools. Happily he is dead, but 
unfortunately he did not take his 
bigotry with him. 

When Peyton was alive in the 
early twentieth century Britain ruled 
all of Ireland. It fought a brutal war 
and partitioned the country to prop 
up British imperialism.

Peyton became a celebrity in 
the US during the 1940s with his 
slogan, “The family that prays 
together stays together.”

He toured South America with 
a “Recite the Rosary” crusade 
in the 1950s. Nothing about the 
repression of Catholics in Ireland 
made him progressive.

Last year people in Ireland 
voted in a referendum on abortion 
rights. Some anti-women bigots 
used imagery from the 1916 rising 
against the British Empire to 
suggest abortion was a foreign plot 
to depopulate Ireland.

Roger Casement arranged arms 
shipments to that 1916 rising. He 
was tried for treason. During his 
trial the British government leaked 
diaries that showed Casement had 
sex with men.

That was enough to stop 
respectable society from 
supporting Casement. For most 
of a century Irish Catholic 
Republicanism couldn’t deal with 
the idea that a nationalist martyr 
had sex with men. The diaries 
were denounced as fakes.

Tourist
Casement was more than a sex 
tourist. But he was a white man 
having sex with the “natives”.

Movements for anti-colonial 
liberation often rightly railed 
against the sexual exploitation of 
people by foreigners.

People have contradictory 
ideas under capitalism. There 
is a contradiction between the 
reality of class society and the 
ideas our rulers use to justify that 
exploitation. 

But fundamental change comes 
from the mass of ordinary people 
who have these contradictory ideas.

Writing about the 1916 rising 
Lenin ridiculed those looking for a 
pure revolution. “To imagine that 
social revolution is conceivable 
without revolts by the small 
nations in the colonies and in 
Europe, without revolutionary 
outbursts by a section of the 

petit bourgeoisie with all its 
prejudices, without a movement 
of the politically non-conscious 
proletarian and semi-proletarian 
masses is to repudiate social 
revolution,” he said.

“Whoever expects a ‘pure’ 
revolution will never live to see it.”

Overcoming attempts at divide 
and rule is just as crucial today. To 
achieve real unity it is not enough 
just to declare yourself for equality.

Manifestation
Lenin argued that revolutionaries 
“should not be the trade union 
secretary, but the tribune of the 
people, who is able to react to 
every manifestation of tyranny 
and oppression, no matter where 
it appears, no matter what stratum 
or class of the people it affects”.

There is no automatic “unity of 
the oppressed”. Suffering racism 
doesn’t stop you from being sexist 
or homophobic. The same is true 
the other way round. 

There isn’t even unity within 
oppressed groups. Class cuts 
through, the interests of workers 
and bosses within oppressed 
groups are irreconcilable.

The founder of the International 
Socialist Tendency Tony Cliff used 
the example of a worker on a picket 
line who makes racist comments.

He argued, “You can say, ‘I’m 
not standing with him on a picket 
line. I’m going home because there 
no one makes racist comments.’ 
That is sectarianism.

“The other possibility is simply 
avoiding the question. You say, 
‘The weather is quite nice today!’ 
That’s opportunism.

“The third position is that you 
argue with this person against 
racism, against the prevailing ideas 
of the ruling class. You argue and 
argue.

“When the scab lorry comes you 
link arms to stop the scabs.” 

Revolutionaries have a duty to 
be at the forefront of fighting all 
injustice and oppression.

That means actively opposing 
prejudice at the top and the 
bottom of society.

Deeply prejudiced—Patrick Peyton
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 AIR POLLUTION
A DEADLY TRUTH ABOUT DIRTY CAPITALISM

them to act. Changes in the way soci-
ety is run could make a big difference. 

Governments could wrestle train 
and bus firms out of the hands of bil-
lionaire owners. Instead of hiking 
fares and cutting services, we could 
have a properly-run and funded 
transport system.

And the car workers at Honda and 
other firms currently facing the sack 
could help to produce it.

Filtration systems could be fitted 
to factories to cut their emissions. 
We could increase the use of clean 
energy with a view to ending fossil 
fuel burning entirely.

More trees, parks and green spaces 
could be created in highly congested 
areas, to ease the worst pollution. 

But change is severely limited 
under capitalism because the bosses’ 
priority is to protect their profits.

We need to scrap capitalism so we 

Even under capitalism, 
some change is possible
AIR POLLUTION is a global 
problem. It is the result of 
industrialisation—which has 
occurred in different countries at 
different times. 

Today firms in the West have 
“outsourced” much of their dirty 
manufacturing elsewhere to cut 
costs. This helps the West to appear 
cleaner while poorer economies are 
still industrialising.

Every city in the Middle East 
and Africa exceeded the WHO air 
pollution guidelines, as well as   
99 percent of cities in south Asia 
and 89 percent in East Asia. 

India has 22 of the 30 worst 
polluted cities. 

Governments have been slow to 
tackle air pollution. But even under 
capitalism changes that make a 
difference are possible.

For instance, China is hugely 
polluted—but massive government 
investment is starting to have an 
impact.

In Beijing, pollution fell by a 
third after it declared a “war on 
pollution”. Sulphur dioxide in the 
city was reduced by 70 percent and 
particle pollution by 36 percent in 
just four years. 

Suffered
The city has spent £2 billion on 
an investment programme. It has 
scrapped old vehicles, and fitted 
coal-powered industry and power 
stations with filtration systems.

In China’s 62 other monitored 
stations, pollution dropped by an 
average of 30 percent between 2013 
and 2016.

This month, the South Korean 
national assembly passed a raft of 
emergency bills to tackle the “social 
disaster” of air pollution. 

Much of the country has been 
blanketed in a fine dust and seven 
major cities suffered record-high 
concentrations of PM2.5 particles.

In Seoul, 15 motorways have 
been demolished, and bus lanes and 
a new river put in their place. 

In Paris, France, all vehicles have 
a “Crit’ Air” rating—electric vehicles 
are ranked 1 and old diesel cars 
motorbikes and lorries are 6. 

The city is incrementally banning 

lower-ranking vehicles from entering 
on weekdays between 8am-8pm.

“Crit’ Air 5” vehicles joined 
the ban in 2017. It cut traffic by 
only 3 percent but PM2.5 fell by 
11 percent. 

Many major cities operate some 
form of driving restrictions, often 
meaning car-owners can only use 
their vehicles on alternate days. 
But that can lead to people buying 
a second car—usually cheap and 
polluting.  

In London the “Ultra Low 
Emission Zone” is set to hit central 
London streets from next week.

It will charge £12.50 for cars and 
£100 for lorries and buses that don’t 
meet the standards for low emissions.

Mayor of London Sadiq Khan said 
it will cut emissions by as much as 
45 percent.

It comes among other measures 
such as green screens, indoor 
air filters, restricted road usage 
outside school entrances, upgrading 
boilers, tackling engine idling and 
promoting walking and cycling.

CAR CULTURE
Slam the brakes on 
AS CONCERN over air pollution 
grew, car manufacturers adjusted 
their models. But instead of 
producing energy efficient 
cars, they poured resources 
into building models that cheat 
emissions tests. 

These appeared to be low 
emission in a test environment. 
But in a real-world situation, they 
belched out more pollution than 
gas fuelled cars.

A culture of backroom deals 
cooked up between national 
governments and powerful car 
bosses facilitated the deception.

For instance, in 2013 the 
German government offered 
to support Britain to stop a 
European Union cap on bankers’ 
bonuses.

But that support only came if 
the British state backed Germany 
in axing a proposed tightening up 
of car regulations. 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BLACK COUNTRY
Antisemitism, the far right, 
Zionism and the left
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Light House,
Suite 16, Chubb Bldg,
Fryer St, Wolverhampton,
WV1 1HT
BOLTON & WIGAN
From the Nakba to the 
Great March of Return—
eyewitness from Palestine
Thu 4 Apr, 7pm, 
Book-Cycle,
Buckley St, Wigan, WN6 7PQ
BRISTOL
Know your enemy—alt right, 
the far right and fascists
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Hamilton House,
80 Stokes Croft,
BS1 3QY
HUDDERSFIELD
System change not 
climate change
Wed 17 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LONDON: HACKNEY
Know your enemy—alt right, 
the far right and fascists
Thu 4 Apr, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
System change not 
climate change
Wed 3 Apr, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St, 
Deptford,
SE8 4RH

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Capitalism and 
imperialism in crisis
Mon 1 Apr, 6pm, 
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
Can the Labour Party 
bring real change?
Thu 4 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Room 302 The Civic,
Hanson St, 
S70 2HZ
BIRMINGHAM
1919—Britain on the 
brink of revolution?
Wed 3 Apr, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St,
B4 6AF

BRADFORD
Brexit, borders and the 
case for a united Ireland
Thu 4 Apr, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Ln, 
BD5 0BQ
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Socialism, anti-racism 
and resistance today
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St, Burnley,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
Class, caste and oppression 
—the fight for women’s 
liberation in India
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,CF24 4HX

CHESTERFIELD
Brexit shambles, Labour 
splits—how can we 
end Tory rule?
Thu 4 Apr, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, 
S40 1QN
DERBY
A rebel’s guide to Gramsci
Thu 4 Apr, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL
DONCASTER
Sudan—revolution and the 
struggle against al-Bashir
Tue 2 Apr, 7.30pm, 
The Gate House,
6 Priory Walk,DN1 1TS

DUNDEE
From the Nakba to the 
Great March of Return—
eyewitness from Palestine
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,DD1 1LL
HUDDERSFIELD
30 years since 
Hillsborough—police, 
cover-ups and justice
Wed 3 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade, HD1 5JP
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Brexit shambles, Labour 
splits—how can we 
end Tory rule?
Thu 4 Apr, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Ln, LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
How do Marxists 
understand history?
Thu 4 Apr, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
System change not 
climate change
Thu 25 Apr, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 3 Apr, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: NEWHAM
Know your enemy—alt right, 
the far right and fascists
Wed 3 Apr, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Sudan—revolution and the 
struggle against al-Bashir
Wed 3 Apr, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra 
Rd, facing Windrush Sq),
Brixton, SW2 1EP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
System change not 
climate change
Wed 3 Apr, 7pm, 
Epainos Church,
Lichfield Rd,
E3 5AT
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Brexit, borders and the 
case for a united Ireland
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
The Stephen Lawrence 
Report 20 years on—
why does institutional 
racism still exist?
Thu 4 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
System change not 
climate change
Wed 3 Apr, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
The Balkans tragedy—a 
socialist perspective
Thu 4 Apr, 7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

NORWICH
Marxism and morality
Thu 4 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Politics of the mind—
Marxism and mental distress
Wed 10 Apr, 7pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN
OXFORD
Brexit shambles, Labour 
splits—how can we 
end Tory rule?
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
The state and revolution
Thu 4 Apr, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
Brexit shambles, Labour 
splits—how can we 
end Tory rule?
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Trump, trade wars and China
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Corbyn, antisemitism and 
the Labour Party in crisis
Thu 4 Apr, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
1919—Britain on the 
brink of revolution?
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
30 years since 
Hillsborough—police, 
cover-ups and justice
Thu 4 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
YORK
The Stephen Lawrence 
Report 20 years on— 
why does institutional 
racism still exist?
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

NATIONAL 
Marxism 2019
4 July to 7 July
London.
For more information, go to  
marxismfestival.org.uk
LONDON
How can we stop the far 
right across Europe?
1 Jun, 1pm-4pm
NEU, Mabledon Place, 
Hamilton House, London, 
WC1H 9BD.
Hosted by Stand Up To Racism 
and Unite Against Fascism

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 4 Apr, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Ln,
CB5 8HP

OXFORD
Thu 11 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,
OX1 1BX

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 8 May, 7.30pm, 
October Books,
189 Portswood Rd,
SO17 2NF

GLASGOW
Thu 4 Apr, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

KENT
Thu 4 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 3 Apr, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Wed 10 Apr, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH

A Marxist History  
of the Labour Party  

Celebrate resistance with  
Socialist Worker this May Day 
May Day is a chance to celebrate working class solidarity against 
the bosses and resistance to oppression

Every year Socialist Worker produces a special supplement of 
May Day greetings from our readers in trade unions, colleges 
and campaigns. Make sure to get yours in by Wednesday 17 April 

l1 column ad: £30  
l2 column ad: £55  
l3 column: £95 

Post, email or ring with your advert details. Make cheques out to 
Sherborne Publications Ltd

Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

mayday@socialistworker.co.uk
020 7840 5656
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This paranoid horror film is 
about more than just scares 
Get Out had us captivated, and likewise Jordan Peele’s new film, Us, is a 
gore‑soaked treat which draws on political themes, writes Stephanie Onamade

NON-FICTION
THE GOOD IMMIGRANT USA
Edited by Nikesh Shukla and 
Chimene Suleyman. Published 
by little, brown, £16.99

THE GOOD Immigrant 
USA is a collection of 26 
personal essays by writers 
exploring race, identity and 
culture.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s interesting reading 
for anyone engaged with 
contemporary debates 
around race and class. 

The book is a follow 
up to the The Good 
Immigrant, published in 
Britain to wide acclaim.

PHOTOGRAPHY
 
AMERICAN BOYS
Photographs by Soraya Zaman 
Published by Daylight,  
Out on 18 April

AMERICAN BOYS is a book 
of portraits capturing the 
trans-masculine community 
across the United States. 

The young people 
featured have vastly 
different experiences and 
their personal stories 
published alongside the 
portraits show this. 

The pictures are 
evidence of the rapidly 
expanding conceptions of 
gender sweeping the world.

A new African epic, with Afronauts
THE OLD Drift is an astounding 
novel about Zambia that is 
rich in history, politics and 
extraordinarily fine storytelling. 

It begins in 1904 with a 
white settler on the banks of 
the Zambezi and ends 120 
years later with a revolutionary 
misadventure in the same river. 

The novel focuses on the 
inter-generational adventures 
of three Zambian families, with 
different origins, whose lives 
connect and collide repeatedly 
throughout the book. 

The novel defies genre—
part family saga, part magical 
realism, it quietly slides into 
dystopian science fiction in the 
final chapters. 

If that isn’t enough, the 
narrative is repeatedly 
punctuated by a chorus 
of philosophical and very 
self-assured mosquitos!

Key moments in Zambian 
history suffuse the novel. 
There are struggles for 
independence—which was only 
won in 1964, controversies at 
the creation of the new nation 
state, the legacy of colonialism 
and the spectre of imperialist 
Cecil Rhodes. 

One chapter is set during 
the construction of the Kariba 

Dam on the Zambezi. It forcibly 
displaced tens of thousands 
of local Tonga people and saw 
more than 80 construction 
workers killed.

The novel is carried 
along by the strength and 
intelligence of its women 
characters. They prove 
to be the real radicals, 
despite many tragedies 
and obstacles. 

There is some magic—
an Italian peasant who 
grows hair all over 
her body and a blind 

tennis player who defies her 
white family to join a Marxist 
discussion group. We see the 
struggles of rural life as well as 
the harshness and occasional 
solidarity in the compounds 
around Lusaka, Zambia’s capital. 

The author also engages 
with the fascinating true story 
of the Zambian Afronauts—a 
rudimentary but wildly 
ambitious space programme 
started by freedom fighter 
Edward Mukuku Nkoloso in the 
1960s. 

Nkoloso’s star recruit is the 
brilliant young Matha Mwamba 
whose story in the novel spans 
high revolutionary drama and 
heartbreak.

The Old Drift is not just 
inventive and powerful—it is 
also surprisingly funny and plays 
brilliantly with language. It uses 
different narratives to create the 
space to question how history 

is created and told, but 
without falling into the 
trap of postmodernism. 

It is a beautiful, 
rewarding and 
thought-provoking novel.  
Esme Choonara
The Old Drift, 
by Namwali Serpell. 
Published by Penguin, £16.99

LUPITA NYONG’O tees up a smart and blood-soaked performance in Jordan Peele’s latest blockbuster 

FICTION

ACCORDING TO director Jordan 
Peele, Us is about “the simple fact 
that we are our own worst enemies”. 

It follows his wildly popular and 
critically acclaimed Get Out. 

The film stars Lupita Nyong’o as 
Adelaide Wilson and Winston Duke 
as her husband Gabe. The couple 
and their two children are heading to 
Adelaide’s family lake house in Santa 
Cruz for a vacation.

The opening scenes are expertly 
cut with a chilling prologue that 
shows a young Adelaide as she wan‑
ders off from her family at the Santa 
Cruz boardwalk. 

Both the audience and Adelaide 
enter a “Hall of Mirrors” as she is con‑
fronted with a traumatising memory. 

Now she is returning and the 
sense of foreboding is powerful. 
The family walks across the beach—
their long shadows trailing behind 
them giving an idea of the horror 
to come.

A warped version of 1990s rap 
hit I Got 5 On It underpins the early 
scenes and cues in the horror.

“There’s a family in our drive,” 
says one of the children that night 
at their holiday home. Each of the 
Wilsons has a carbon copy. 

The film descends into a home 
invasion horror. The doppelgangers— 
the “ tethered”—attack their 
 counter‑parts. They must “untether” 
themselves from their human doubles. 

But what becomes more dread‑
ful are the lengths each member of 
the Wilson family must go to as they 
individually confront their “tether” 
selves.

Impossible
When asked what they are, Adelaide’s 
replica responds, in a ghostly croaky 
voice that is impossible to forget, 
“We’re Americans”.

The film deals with weighty themes 
of class, the American Dream and 
toxic masculinity. 

Peele insists that it is “not about 
race”. But it is important that we see 
the events unfold through the eyes of 
a black family.

The theme of suburban paranoia 
takes on a different aspect as a result.

The performance by Nyong’o is a 
must‑see, especially if you enjoyed 
her Oscar‑winning turn in 12 Years a 
Slave.

Peele scatters humour throughout 
the film and it switches quickly from 
wide‑eyed terror to guilty laughter.  

He is clearly a horror fan—in almost 
every scene are small  references to 
classics of the genre. 

This is an ambitious commercial 
horror film that taps into politics as a 
source of terror.
Us is on general release
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I
T’S LITTLE wonder 
that so many people 
are frustrated and 
fatigued by the Brexit 
shambles. For the last 
three years Theresa 

May has manoeuvred  
b e t w e e n  d e f e a t s , 
delays and half-baked  
compromises with little 
support. 

This isn’t just down to her 
mistakes or incompetence. 
It’s to do with a profound 
crisis for the ruling class 
unleashed by the Leave vote 
in June 2016.

Almost the whole of the 
British establishment was 
lined up behind the Remain 
campaign in the referendum.

Many  peop le  vo ted 
Remain for left wing reasons. 

They looked at the vicious 
racism pushed by those 
heading up the Leave cam-
paign, such as Boris Johnson, 
Michael Gove or Nigel Farage. 

Others feared the Tories 
would use Brexit as a  pretext 
to rip up legal protections for 
workers and the environment.

But the leadership of the 
Remain campaign was made 
up of figures desperate to 
 protect the neoliberal status 
quo. 

In Britain backers included 
Tory prime minister David 
Cameron and 25 out of  
30 cabinet ministers, the CBI 
bosses’ organisation, the City of 
London and big business.

And internationally support 
was found among the major 
imperialist powers and the Nato 
military alliance.

The Brexit vote was a kick in 
the teeth to all of these inter-
ests—and they have since tried 
to thwart the process.

Big business is one of the 
most important sections of 
opposition to Brexit.

A letter to the Times 
 newspaper during the referen-
dum showed how bosses were 
united from the global bank 
Goldman Sachs to a small off 
licence in Penarth, Wales.

Dealers
They included polluting oil 
giant BP, the arms dealers of 
BAE Systems, and Carillion—
the firm at the centre of one 
of the biggest privatisation 
scandals.

The letter said that “business 
needs unrestricted access to the 
European market of 500 million 
people in order to continue to 
grow”.

They need the EU as a bloc 
of capitalist states that allows 
British bosses to compete with 
far larger rivals, such as the US 
and China. 

Bosses pretend that being 
part of this is good for everyone 
and that Brexit would “deter 
investment, threaten jobs, and 
put the economy at risk”.

But when they talk about 
what’s good for the “economy” 
they’re talking about what’s 
good for maximising profits 
at the expense of people and 
planet.

What’s more, the EU’s single 
market rules restrict left wing 

policies, such as renationalising 
the whole rail industry to run it 
as a public service.

Brexit forced divisions 
between May, the warring 
wings of the Tory party and big 
business.

The Tories have been the 
dominant party of British  
capitalism since the beginning 
of the 20th century.

But for fifty years they have 
been split over membership of 
the EU. Their crisis today is a 
hangover from a time when 

British bosses were themselves 
divided over whether their 
interests were served better in 
the EU, or by looking to the US.

That left a deep fissure in the 
Tory party. A section of Tories 
believes British capital would 
do better outside of the EU.

Another sides with the 
 majority of Britain’s bosses in 
wanting to Remain. This split 
has torn the Tories apart.

David Cameron called the 
EU referendum to placate the 
Tories’ right wing backbenchers 

and base and to win back voters 
from Farage’s Ukip.

The pig-headed prime minis-
ter was confident that Remain 
would win with him at the 
helm.

The vote to Leave humili-
ated Cameron—and he had to 
resign.

When May—who had been 
a quiet Remainer—took over, 
she asserted her commitment 
to leaving the EU with the 
hollow phrase, “Brexit means 
Brexit.”

But the division meant she 
tried to postpone any real 
decisions.

Refused
She refused to trigger immedi-
ately the Article 50 process for 
exiting the EU after the vote to 
leave in June 2016.

As Brexit negotiations began 
in January 2017, May laid out 
her vision for a “hard Brexit”. 

This would involve leav-
ing the single market, cus-
toms union and dumping free 
 movement for migrants.

It promised a nasty, racist, 
xenophobic clampdown. 

But business was furious 
because it risked their profits.

Extraordinarily, right wing 
Tories responded by attacking 
bosses. 

Boris Johnson said, “Fuck 
business”, and Iain Duncan 

Smith compared listening to the 
CBI’s fears to appeasing Hitler 
and the Nazis in the 1930s.

A
T  t h e  C B I ’ s 
a n n u a l  c o n -
fe re n ce  t h a t 
N o v e m b e r , 
M a y  g o t  a 
more  lukewarm 

reception than Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn. 

He had made a play for busi-
ness support by promising to 
retain single market access.

Big business was never 
about to jump ship for the 
Labour Party, but sought to 
exploit the Tory divisions and 
pile pressure onto May.

Chancellor Philip Hammond 
has fought to keep the most 
neoliberal aspects of the EU. 

At one point his Treasury 
department released data 
showing how devastating leav-
ing without a deal with the EU 
would be. 

That was despite the fact 
that May had said to do so was 
better than a bad deal.

Big business saw a chance to 
push for their demands in the 
summer of 2017.  

Snap
May had called a snap gen-
eral election to increase her 
 standing among the Tory 
party’s warring factions and 
bolster her position in EU 
negotiations. 

For the second time in two 
years a Tory prime minister 
launched a vote full of confi-
dence that they would win. 

And for the second time, 
they were humiliated.

Ordinary people delivered 
a stunning humiliation to 
May, with a vote for Labour 

BREXIT 
BROKE THE 
SYSTEM
Mainstream politics is barely surviving after years of Brexit 
crisis. Tomáš Tengely-Evans looks at how it all unfolded—
and why there are still opportunities for the left

The left must 
not tail the 
different wings 
of the ruling 
class argument

‘‘ 
David Cameron

PARLIAMENT AND politicians can barely cope
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that robbed the Tories of their 
majority. Her authority was 
smashed to pieces. 

Now she was even more pow-
erless to control the rival wings 
of her party and the bosses. 

She has only managed to 
hang on by endless delays to 
decisions and by attempting to 
play off the two sides.

The lack of progress means 
some in the establishment now 
see an opportunity to block 
Brexit altogether through a 
second referendum. 

W
HILE many 
good peo-
ple will have 
jo ined the 
P e o p l e ’ s 
Vote march 

in London last Saturday, it is 
a campaign led by big busi-
ness and Blairites to defend 
neoliberalism.

And, whatever the outcome 
of the negotiations, bosses will 
continue to try to defend their 
interests.  

As the bosses’ Financial 
Times newspaper notes, “If her 
deal falls, she will have failed 
utterly, but even if it passes, 
little is resolved. 

“For although Mrs May’s 
package is often called a deal 
it is little more than a standstill 
agreement. 

“There is no trade deal, 
no plan for services, no final 
destination.

“Mrs May will soon be gone; 
these battles are still to be 
fought.”

Wings
The left must not tail the dif-
ferent wings of the ruling class 
argument as it has done during 
the last three years. 

That has allowed opposition 
to May’s Brexit cohere around 
a defence of neoliberalism—
which even Labour and the 
union leaders fall into by sup-
porting the single market.

The joint statement between 
the TUC union federation and 
the CBI on Brexit is a real low 
point.

For more than a decade 
union leaders have failed to 
challenge the bosses who have 
slashed pay and jobs. 

Now they line up with them 
to pretend that protecting their 
interests is best for ordinary 
people.

The vote to leave was a con-
tradictory revolt against the 
establishment, with  both pro-
gressive and reactionary ideas.

It’s led to a situation where 
deep political crisis is the norm. 

The prime minister can’t push 
her flagship policy through par-
liament, and the Labour Party is 
ripped apart by Brexit. 

The left should try and shape 
the anger that produced this 
crisis—and use it to clear away 
the broken political system and 
replace it with a far better one.

An alternative vision lies 
in fighting for an anti-racist 
Brexit—one that says, “Yes to 
free movement” and “No to the 
single market.”

That means seeking to turf 
out the Tories by building 
struggles against racism and 
austerity.

The vote for 
Labour in the 2017 
general election 
destroyed May’s 
authority (top)
Remain is backed 
by bosses and big 
business (above) 
 Pictures: Guy smallman

Visteon occupation—giving 
Ford a bloody nose

Sadie Robinson looks 
back ten years on at 
workers’ occupations 
at Visteon car parts 
factories

TEN YEARS ago this month 
a few hundred workers 
occupied their factories—and 
humbled one of the biggest 
multinationals in the world.

On 31 March 2009 
workers at three Visteon 
car components plants were 
sacked with immediate 
effect and told they would 
only receive statutory 
redundancy pay. 

Ford had created Visteon 
in 2000, promising workers 
their conditions would be 
protected. By 2009 it was 
washing its hands of them. 
Yet within weeks workers’ 
action forced Ford to offer 
tens of thousands of pounds 
in redundancy packages.

Visteon worker Ron said 
after the victory, “We set out 
to give Ford a bloody nose 
—and we did it. There 
were just 600 of us. 

“A small group of 
workers has pushed back a 
multinational company. We’ve 
shown that workers can win.”

Many workers hadn’t taken 
industrial action before. 
They were Unite union 
members but they drove 
the action, not the union.

Refused 
The Belfast occupation lasted 
seven weeks. In Basildon, 
Essex, it was over in hours, 
and in Enfield, north 
London, workers ended their 
occupation on the 9th day. 
But they refused to leave the 
sites and blockaded them. 

People completely new 
to organising drew up 
24-hour picket rotas, took 
charge of donations and 
dealt with the media. 

They toured union 
branches to speak at 
meetings and win support. 

And they went to Ford 
factories—terrifying the bosses.

Ron said, “People 
often think they can’t do 
anything, but they can. We 
soon got organised. You 
learn as you go along.”

The action didn’t save 
jobs. But it showed that 
it’s worth fighting.

Levent had worked at the 
Enfield site for over 17 years. 
“This is a massive result,” he 
said. “Ford and Visteon have 
had their fingers burnt. I feel 
different now. It’s like we’ve 
been against the system.”

“We have realised our 
power,” added Marcia. 
“At first we thought we 
couldn’t do anything. But 
you get home and look at 
your kids and think, ‘How 
am I going to feed them?’

“You realise you have to 
fight. When we’re in a group 
we can move mountains.”

Taking action didn’t just 

boost workers’ confidence. 
For many, it transformed 
how they see the world.

“It’s opened my eyes,” 
said Linda. “I feel like I’ve 
gone through life with 
blinkers on—raising a family 
and doing the shopping. 

“But now the 
blinkers have gone.

“People really put 
themselves out to help us. 
Whenever I see anyone 
with a banner or leafletting 
in the streets now I’ll 
go and investigate—I 
won’t just walk past.”

Chris added, “Before 
this I would have seen 
protesters as just people 
looking for a fight. But 
these are the people that 
have backed us up.”

Pensions
As attacks on jobs, 
conditions, pay and pensions 
continue, the experience 
of Visteon shows that it is 
possible to snatch something 
back from the bosses. 

Ian had worked for 
Visteon for 20 years and 
never struck before. “But 
you just have to do it—you 
have to stand up and be 
counted,” he said. “You will 
definitely get local support. 

“It’s not as hard 
as people think.”

Phil said, “When we were 
sacked we had everything 
knocked out of us. 

“But we’re more 
confident now because 
of what we’ve done.

“I’d say to other 
workers —just stand up 
and be heard and fight. 

“I’m so proud that I’ve 
been a part of this.”

WORKERS INSIDE the Enfield occupation      Picture: Guy smallman

BACK STORY
In March 2009 car 
components firm Visteon, a 
subsidiary of multinational 
Ford, sacked 600 workers 
with six minutes’ notice 
lIn Enfield, north London, 
bosses told stunned 
workers to return the next 
morning to clear their 
lockers. They were to get no 
redundancy pay
lWorkers returned and 
occupied the plant, having 
got the idea from workers 
in Belfast who had done the 
same thing 

When we’re in  
a group we  
can move 
mountains

‘‘ 

ANALYSIS



I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker with a monthly 
direct debit of £5
Name  ...............................................................................

Address .............................................................................

..........................................................................................

Postcode  ..........................................................................

E-mail  .............................................................................

Phone  ..............................................................................
I would like ____ extra papers to sell 
(this will not be deducted from my bank account)

For official use only—this is not part of the instructions to 
your bank/building society

Sherborne Publications,  
PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay 
by direct debit

Originator identification no.   n n n n n n
Our reference no.  

n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n
1. Name and full postal address of your bank or building 
society
To the manager:

Bank/building society  ....................................................

Address  ........................................................................

Postcode  .......................................................................

2. Name(s) of account holder(s)

....................................................................................

3. Branch sort code  nn / nn / nn

4. Bank/building society account no.  

nnnnnnnn
5. Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Sherborne Publications direct debits from 
the account detailed on this instruction subject to 
the safeguards assured by the direct debit guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may remain with 
Sherborne Publications and, if so,  details will be passed 
electronically to my bank or building society.

Signature(s)  .............................................................

Date  ........................................................................

Banks and building societies may not accept 
Direct Debit instructions from some types of account 

Direct debit guarantee
nThis Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
nIf there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Sherborne Publications will notify you ten working 
days in advance of  your account being debited or as otherwise 
agreed. If you request Sherborne Publications to collect a payment, 
confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time 
of the request.
nIf an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by 
Sherborne Publications or your bank or building society you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your 
bank or building society.
n If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back 

when Sherborne Publications asks you to.
nYou can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting 
your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. 
Please also notify us.

9 7 3 3 5 5

Socialist Worker Subscriptions
Post PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ 
Phone 020 7840 5601 
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Subscribe to Socialist Worker
Have Socialist Worker delivered with your post every week for a direct debit of £5 a month

JOIN THE
 SOCIALIST

 WORKERS
  PARTY

Yes, I'd like to be a member
I’d like more information and to receive emails

Name  ...................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

Postcode  ..................................

Phone  ...................................................................................................

Email  ....................................................................................................
Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 74955  
London E16 9EJ. Phone 020 7840 5602  
Email membership@swp.org.uk SWP

 Burrell family want police held to account
by ALISTAIR FARROW 

KEDISHA Brown-Burrell is 
demanding that the “police 
are held to account” on 
the 8th anniversary of her 
brother’s death.

The family of Kingsley  
Burrell have called a protest 
in Birmingham on Saturday. 

Kingsley died after coming 
into contact with the cops in 
the city on 31 March 2011. 

He was restrained by 
police at a mental health unit 
and beaten severely while he 
had a towel placed over his 
face.

He was then left unat-
tended and unconscious for 
28 minutes with the towel 
still over his face and his 
trousers around his ankles.

Failures
Kedisha told Socialist Worker, 
“We want to highlight the 
systematic failures pertain-
ing to Kingsley’s death. 

“We want a change in the 
system so that the police can 
be held accountable.”

At the end of 2018 one 
cop—PC Adey—had gross 
misconduct charges upheld 
against him and was sacked. 

A secret Facebook group has 
been set up by his supporters 
to defend him.

 Kedisha argued that the 
criminal investigation into 
the four officers involved 
in the events surrounding  
Kingsley’s death should now 
be reopened.

“Why didn’t the Crown 
P r o s e c u t i o n  S e r v i c e  

prosecute? They said there 
was insufficient evidence to 
prosecute,” she said. 

“However, when it came 
to the inquest it was clear the 
officers were lying.”

The successful misconduct 
case against PC Adey related 
to his account to the 2015 
inquest.

Kedisha described how on 

the night of Kingsley’s death 
Adey was “at the top end of 
Kingsley but he said he didn’t 
see the blanket covering his 
face”.

“That’s hard to believe,” 
she said.

“One other officer said 
there might have been a  
covering on Kingsley’s face.

“People in the community 

are asking the question, ‘How 
can these police officers go 
back to work and never be 
held accountable?’ 

“We’re  s t i l l   f ight ing 
and looking for  other 
ways of making sure these 
police officers are held 
 accountable.”

She added, “We’ve asked 
for a public inquiry—we’re 

still waiting on that—and 
now we’re considering 
 bringing a private prosecu-
tion against the police.” 

Kedisha described how the 
family have faced a struggle 
to access legal aid to fund the 
expensive process of the fight 
for justice.

Barristers 
She added, “The police are 
always given the best solici-
tors and the best barristers to 
defend them.”

Yet the family weren’t  
represented at the inquest 
and weren’t represented at 
the criminal trial. Kedisha 
said, “The only time we had 
our voice heard was at the  
misconduct hearing.”

Support for the family of 
Kingsley Burrell in the fight 
for justice is crucial. 

T h e  U n i s o n  u n i o n 
has given support to the  
campaign. 

“We’re looking to get sup-
port from other organisations 
and individuals as well,” said 
Kedisha.
Join the protest to demand 
justice for Kingsley.  
Sat 30 March, 1pm, 
Handsworth Cemetery, 
Birmingham B21 8JT

BACK STORY
This Sunday will mark 
eight years since the 
death of Kingsley Burrell
lKingsley died after 
coming into contact with 
the police in Birmingham 
on 31 March 2011
lOne police officer, 
PC Adey, had gross 
misconduct charges 
against him upheld and 
was sacked last year
l Officers Adey, Fannon 
and Greenfield were 
previously found not guilty 
for perjury relating to their 
accounts of events leading 
to Kingsley’s death
lAn inquest in May 2015 
found that police had lied 
in relation to his death

KINGSLEY BURRELL supporters on a United Families and Friends Campaign protest 

P
ic

t
u

r
e
: G

u
y
 S

m
a

ll
m

a
n
 

NEWS 16
Socialist Worker  27 March 2019



BACKGROUNDCHECK 17
Socialist Worker  27 March 2019

Homophobia lies behind the battle 
at the Parkfield Community School

THE ORGANISERS of the 
parent protests at Parkfield 

Community School have said 
they object to the lessons 
being linked to the Prevent 
programme.

The Prevent programme 
forces public sector bodies, 
such as schools, to spy 
on Muslims for signs of 
radicalisation. A PowerPoint 
presentation by the 
headteacher linked the No 
Outsiders programme to the 
deeply Islamophobic policy.

LGBT+ education should not 
be linked to Prevent. But this 
is not what is at stake in the 
present agitation. 

Khakan Qureshi said, “I 
have met some of the core 
protesters. 

“And initially they said it was 
about the link to Prevent and 
‘deradicalisation’. 

“But as time’s gone on, I 
think it’s homosexuality more 
than anything that they have a 
problem with.” 

He added, “I met protest 
organiser Amir Ahmed, we 
shook hands, he seemed 
affable and friendly, and he 
said that the protesters were 
not homophobic. 

“But then see what he says.” 
The Parkfield protest 

organisers, such as Ahmed, 
flaunt their homophobic 
bigotry whenever they are 
interviewed. “We do not accept 
homosexuality as a valid sexual 
relationship to have,” he said. 

“This is about proselytising 
homosexuality to young 
children.” 

The protests have been 
joined by conservative 
Christian and Jewish figures 

who oppose sex education. 
Ahmed always claims that 

he isn’t homophobic and 
organisers say they don’t 
oppose teaching under the 
Equality Act. 

But the Equality Act is weak. 
It calls only for the curriculum 
to be “designed to encourage 
respect for other people” and it 
does not apply to independent 
schools, including faith 
schools.

The Parkfield protesters 
stress that they call for 
“dialogue” and “consultation”, 
but for them that means 
getting rid of the No Outsiders 
programme for good. 

Watering
At best it means watering down 
the lessons—to teach tolerance 
of LGBT+ people, but not that 
it’s possible to be both LGBT+ 
and Muslim. 

Ezra from LGBT+ Muslim 
organisation Hidayah said, 
“The protesters at Parkfield 
talk about consultation. But I 
don’t think any consultation 
would make the parents have 
the lessons. 

“There is no way that they 
would be happy with it because 
they view any teaching about 
different relationships or 
homosexuality as promoting it.”

The lessons should be 
reinstated.

 Resist the 
campaign to 
stop LGBT+ 
education
Parents have forced a Birmingham 
school to drop LGBT+ education, 
writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans

BIGOTS HAVE sensed an 
opportunity to rol l  back 

vital sex education after parent 
 protests forced a primary school 
in Birmingham to drop LGBT+ 
lessons. 

A Tory MP blocked a vote to make 
LGBT+ lessons a compulsory part 
of Relationship and Sex Education 
(RSE) last Wednesday. 

Tory minister Andrea Leadsom 
had said parents should “choose 
the moment at which their children 
become exposed to that information”. 

And Tory education secretary 
Damian Hinds has said that whilst 
RSE will be made compulsory, it will 
not necessarily include the teaching 
of LGBT+ relationships.

Birmingham’s Parkfield Community 
School last month axed the No 
Outsiders  programme, which includes 
 teaching about LGBT+ relation-
ships. The decision followed weeks of 
 protests by mainly Muslim parents—
culminating in up to 600 children 
being kept home from school.

Complained
Agitation against LGBT+ education 
has now spread to other Birmingham 
schools and to Manchester.

And a Christian parent in Croydon, 
south London, has formally com-
plained to the Department for 
Education that her child was  subject 
to “systematic proselytism” over 
LGBT+ issues.

There should be no retreat over 
LGBT+ teaching. 

Ezra is from Hidayah, an organisa-
tion that provides support and welfare 
for LGBT+ Muslims. She told Socialist 
Worker, “Parkfield was the spark, but 
more people don’t want the lessons to 
become mandatory. 

“We wouldn’t allow children to 
be withdrawn from numeracy and 
giving parents a veto means an end to  
compulsory education.”

Khakan Qureshi is an LGBT+ 
Muslim from Birmingham who is part 
of Birmingham South Asians LGBT/
Finding a Voice. “This is a crying 
shame,” he told Socialist Worker. 
“Stopping these kind of lessons is put-
ting development at risk.

“It’s good to have open  discussion 
that there are different types of 
people and relationships.” 

It is possible to defend LGBT+ 
education and begin to win the 
argument. 

One Muslim parent, who drops 
her children off early to avoid 
the protests, was interviewed by 
Channel 4 News. “Because I didn’t 

take the leaflet I got verbally abused,” 
she said, adding, “I think they should 
be taught” that there are same sex 
relationships. 

Ezra said it was important to “get 
voices from Muslims who aren’t on 
the protests”. “They normally bring 

on a homophobic imam and 
a white gay person, but there 
are plenty of Muslims who are 
LGBT+ or liberal,” she said. 

And she called on people to 
“take the argument on” over 
opposition to LGBT+ education.

BACK STORY
The Tories’ homophobia means 
they are more than willing to 
give anti-LGBT+ bigots a say
lThat means strengthening 
the wider reactionary forces 
that want to clamp down on 
LGBT+ rights
lNow the protests are 
spreading to other schools
lCampaigning can push the 
reactionary tide back

THE TORY home secretary Andrea Leadsom (above, right) has given anti-LGBT+ campaigners free 
rein to drive same-sex relationship education out of schools 

A reactionary message 

Tory education secretary Damian Hinds 
doesn’t care about LGBT+ education

Amir Ahmed 
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IN BRIEF 

Pay victory at 
Gatwick airport
HGV DRIVERS based at 
Gatwick airport have won an 
18 percent pay increase after 
threatening to strike. 

The Unite union members 
were due to stage a 48-hour 
walkout from 27 March. 
Alongside the pay increase, 
they have won a 30 minute 
reduction in the working week 
and a £420 lump sum. 

Looking at health 
and housing link
A CONFERENCE this 
Saturday is set to look at the 
relationship between housing 
and health.

Speakers at Bad Housing 
Makes us Sick include 
Ellen Clifford from Disabled 
People Against Cuts, Dawn 
Foster from the Guardian 
newspaper and professor 
Raquel Rolnick. 

Supporting organisations 
include the PCS union, 
Justice4Grenfell, Generation 
Rent and doctors in the Unite 
union. 
lBad Housing Makes us Sick 
conference—Sat 30 March, 
10am, Unite, 33-37 Moreland St, 
London EC1V 8BB 

Cleaners reject 
fingerprint scanner
UNIVERSITY cleaners 
employed by Sodexo have 
been told that the firm plans 
to bring in biometric finger 
print scanning.

Sodexo wants to test the 
new system on cleaners at the 
Institute of Education (IOE).

On 18 March IOE cleaners 
were sent a letter for a 
meeting with managers 
the next day to discuss the 
fingerprint scan plan. 

Cleaners protested outside 
the meeting to oppose it.

Drivers get behind 
wheel of dispute
LORRY DRIVERS employed 
by the Eddie Stobart firm are 
set to ballot for strikes over 
workplace practices.

Unite union members 
were transferred from 
Walkers snack company—
but their new Eddie Stobart 
management has attacked 
their terms and conditions.

Workers are set to vote 
from this Thursday until the 
ballot closes on 11 April. 

Parliament workers 
call off walkout
PARLIAMENTARY security 
workers called off a planned 
strike last week after bosses 
caved in.

The members of the PCS 
union had been set to strike 
on Wednesday of last week. 

Their demands focused 
on rest breaks and the 
reinstatement of a sacked 
colleague. 

But they called the strike 
off after bosses made 
concessions, including 
granting the sacked worker’s 
reinstatement.

Strike and occupy to 
save Honda Swindon
THOUSANDS OF trade 
unionists were set to rally in 
Swindon this Saturday in a 
bid to stop the town’s Honda 
car plant from closing.

Honda bosses have said they 
will close the plant in 2022. 
The closure could make 3,500 
factory workers redundant—
and threatens more than 
12,000 jobs throughout the 
region and supply chain. 

Alan Tomala, Unite union 
regional officer, said that 
“most people in Swindon have 
a connection with the plant. It 
would be a tragedy if Honda 

followed through with its 
threat to close the factory.”

Vans with the message to 
#SaveHondaSwindon have 
toured local football games 
asking residents to show “civic 
pride” and join Saturday’s 
march and rally. 

Len McCluskey, Unite 
general secretary, said, “If a 
company with a dedicated 
workforce and a strong market 
can walk away, then what 
next? 

“We are not going to let this 
happen, not without a fight.”

Unite should mount a 

serious political campaign, and 
the march and rally is a good 
start. 

But the battle to save jobs 
rests with workers’ action. 
Visteon car plant workers 
showed how workplace 
occupations (see page 15) can 
win concessions from bosses.

Workers should be prepared 
to strike, occupy and protest 
until bosses listen. And Unite 
should be ready to support 
them financially, politically 
and industrially. 
lAssemble Sat 30 March, 
11am, Swindon Town coach park

HONDA WORKERS outside parliament earlier this month  Picture: Guy Smallman

Demand healthcare for all
SOME 100 people marched 
on Friday from the East 
London Mosque to the 
Royal London hospital in 
Whitechapel to protest 
against the hostile 
environment for migrants at 
Barts Health NHS Trust.  

Health workers and 
anti‑racist activists handed 
in a letter to the trust 
deputy chief executive. 
It called on Barts to stop 
sharing data about patients 
with the Home Office and 
asking them to prove their 
immigration status.  

We demanded the hospital 
to suspend up‑front charging 
of patients before treatment, 
and to promote a welcoming 
environment for patients. 

Health workers have 
previously spoken of patients 
denied care, and who have 
later been found to be 
eligible. Speeches before the 
march were given by Jusna, 

a witness to a recent nearby 
racist attack, and from 
Rafique Ullah, a longstanding 
anti‑racist campaigner in 
Tower Hamlets.  

Dr Jackie Applebee spoke 
on behalf of Tower Hamlets 
British Medical Association. 

Speakers linked the hostile 
environment to creating an 
atmosphere where racist 
attacks could happen.
Kambiz Boomla

CAR MANUFACTURING

OUTSOURCING

Wage fight for ISS workers 
OUTSOURCED workers at 
Kingston hospital in west 
London were set to protest 
on Wednesday this week.

Cleaners, domestics, 
porters and other support 
staff in the GMB union are 
demanding that multinational 
ISS gives them sick pay. 

They also want the London 
Living Wage, currently £10.55 
per hour. 

There has been a series of 
protests over the issue. 

If ISS bosses don’t back 
down under the mounting 
pressure, strikes could force 
them to cough up.

HEALTH

Fighting for the NHS  P
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TRANSPORT

Pay battles on Overground
LONDON OVERGROUND is 
set to be disrupted in April 
as two groups of workers 
gear up for strikes.

Cleaners, employed by 
Vinci, are set for a 48‑hour 
walkout from 4 April. And 
Travel Safe Officers who 
work for STM Group are 
planning to strike on 2 April. 

Both groups are members 
of the RMT union. They 
plan a joint demonstration 
outside Arriva Rail London’s 
headquarters. 

The cleaners were 
transferred from Carillion 

after its collapse and are 
fighting against poor pay 
and conditions. Mick Cash, 
RMT general secretary 
blasted “rail companies who 
are making a fortune out of 
Britain’s privatised railways.” 

“Workers should not be 
shunted around from one 
failing company to another 
in the interests of corporate 
profit,” he said.

Travel Safe Officers 
are fighting a pay freeze 
which “would effectively 
mean poverty pay for these 
essential workers”.

CIVIL SERVICE

 Fighting back against HMRC closure plan
CIVIL SERVICE workers at 
a west London tax office 
struck for half a day on 
Tuesday of this week and 
last Wednesday in a fight to 
save jobs.

Some 200 members of 
the PCS union are fighting 
the planned closure of their 
HMRC office in the borough 
of Ealing. 

They fear the closure 
could cause well over  
100 job losses.

If the closure goes ahead, 
it could force workers to 
commute up to three hours a 
day or be made redundant. 

Many strikers say the 
journey across the city to 
the proposed new office 
in Stratford, east London, 
would be too far and too 
expensive.

Closure
One striker told Socialist 
Worker, “If the office closes 
we might have to leave. It’s 
too far to travel to Stratford. 
An hour and a half in the 
morning and an hour and 
a half in the evening is too 
much.”

Ealing is one of many 
HMRC offices that have 
faced closure as part of 
bosses’ Building our Future 
plan that was launched 
in 2015. It aims to close 

offices across Britain and 
relocate them to fewer than 
20 sites—and has already 
caused hundreds of job 
losses. Speakers at a rally 
told the strikers they could 
lead the fightback.

Striker and branch chair 
Lydia told the rally, “We’re 
sending the message that 
we’re strong. Let’s inspire 
others with our action.”

And PCS HMRC group 
chair Martin Kelsey said 
he hoped there would be a 
“flood of branches following 
the lead of what we’re doing”.

PCS general secretary 
Mark Serwotka said, “We’re 
going to make sure that 
everyone knows what you’re 

doing.” He added that the 
union’s leadership would 
back strikers for “as long 
as it takes for you to get a 
successful resolution.”

He said, “If management 
think this is a one‑off—
letting off a bit of steam 
and then it will be back to 
normal—they should hear us 
loud and clear today. 

“This strike will carry on 
as long as you are prepared 
to support it and we will be 
with you all the way.”

Workers are set to take a 
full day strike on 3 April and 
a three‑day strike beginning 
10 April.
lMessages of support to 
saveealingtaxoffice@gmail.com

EDUCATION

Top marks for Shrewsbury
WORKERS VOTED to 
postpone a planned strike 
at Shrewsbury Colleges 
Group last week.

The dispute centres on 
lesson observation grading. 
Following the merger of two 
colleges the management 
sought to introduce one 
policy across the sites.

Grading is subjective, 
unreliable and makes 
teachers stressed 
before observations and 
potentially devastated after 
receiving a poor grade. 

The fact that Ofsted no 

longer grades lessons gave 
us a strong argument to 
fight for an ungraded, purely 
developmental system.

The management has now 
written a new policy and 
NEU union members are 
considering the new offer.

We have had five days 
of solid strike action. 

The picket lines 
have been strong and 
post-picket meetings 
have shown enormous 
solidarity and have 
strengthened our resolve. 
Jean Evanson

A lunchtime rally for strikers

 P
ic

t
u

r
e
: 
G

u
y
 S

m
a

ll
m

a
n



Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk

19
Socialist Worker  27 March 2019

SOCIAL CARE

Won’t take night pay 
attack lying down
by SARAH BATES

H U N D R E DS  O F  ca re 
 workers in north west 
England have staged a 
seven‑day sleep‑in ban—a 
night shift strike—in a fight 
for the national minimum 
wage. 

The battle involves around 
600 workers at Alternative 
Futures Group (AFG), a 
social care charity based on 
Merseyside. 

The Unison union members 
care for vulnerable adults who 
live in their own homes and 
need support at night.

Bosses want to change 
workers’ contracts so that 
they are paid just a flat rate 
of £50 for a 10 hour sleep‑in 
shift.

Workers are furious—for 
many, it would mean a cut of 
about £300 a month, and for 
some up to £4,500 a year. 

S t r i ke r  Jamie  sa id , 
“Making people work for 
below the minimum wage is 
disgusting.  We are asking for 
the bare minimum. That’s not 
too much to ask.” he added. 

The action follows an 
87 percent vote for strikes, 
and a 48‑hour walkout  earlier 
in March. 

There have been years of 
legal wrangling about how 
wages should be calculated 
for overnight shifts.  

Care bosses claim that as 
workers should be asleep 
for some of their shift, they 
shouldn’t receive a wage for 
every hour worked.

But i t ’s  common for 
 workers to care for residents 
at different points in the 
night—and suffer from sleep 
deprivation as a result. 

And punish ing sh i f t 
 patterns mean many carers 

work a full day shift after a 
tiring night.

“After a sleep‑in of con‑
tinued broken sleep, I 
sometimes have a 12‑hour 
day shift starting at 7.30am. 
It’s exhausting,” said carer 
Deborah.

Management claim they 
have no option except to pay 
 workers under the minimum 
wage. 

But workers shouldn’t 
have to pay the price for cuts. 
It’s likely that care  workers—
already low‑paid—will be 
forced to use food banks or to 
take up second jobs as a result 
of the attacks. 

Bosses should cough up 
the cash for workers wages, 
and a service fit for everyone.
lWorkers’ names have been 
changed

SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE

CARE WORKERS visited parliament last week Picture: ryan Storey on twitter

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Birmingham care workers 
strike in fight against cuts
HUNDREDS OF care workers 
in Birmingham struck on 
Saturday of last week against 
plans to axe their jobs and 
wreck council services.

The Unison union 
members have been fighting 
for two years against a raft 
of attacks on the home 
enablement services.

The Labour-run 
Birmingham City 
Council wants to slash 
30 jobs and force the 
remaining 200 workers 
onto part time hours. 

It would be a devastating 
cut of thousands of pounds 
for an already predominately 
women, low paid workforce.

HACKNEY

School bus drivers will 
not take bosses’ bribes
BUS DRIVERS for disabled 
children in Hackney, east 
London, have announced 
extra strike dates as part of 
their fight for decent pay.

The Unite members, who 
drive and escort students to 
school, are fighting for an 
extra £50 a week split‑shift 
payment.

They struck on Tuesday of 
last week and Tuesday of this 
week. Workers are planning 
to strike again on Wednesday 
and Thursday of this week 
and then on 2 and 4 April.

Onay Kasab, Unite 
regional officer said Hackney 
council was refusing to enter 
into meaningful negotiation, 
and instead had offered 
loans, gym memberships and 
theatre tickets to workers. 

“This is very nice—but 
loans need to be paid back 
and mortgage lenders do not 
accept theatre tickets in lieu 
of mortgage instalments,” he 
said. “If the council valued 
its staff, it would engage with 
the union in a meaningful 
way,” he added.

BALLOT

Council cuts are not a 
done deal for Dundee
LOCAL government workers 
in Dundee city council could 
be headed for industrial 
action as a consultative 
ballot opened last week. 

Unite union members are 
voting on whether to strike 
over £10.3 million worth of 
cuts in the council’s annual 
budget. It would mean 

attacks on workers’ pay, 
the threat of redundancy 
and greater restrictions 
on flexible retirement. 

Dougie Maguire, Unite 
regional co-ordinating 
officer said, “This is an 
unacceptable situation for 
not only the workforce but 
the people of Dundee.”

UNOFFICIAL WALKOUT

Wildcat strike against job losses at 
Soas university in central London
WORKERS AT Soas 
University of London held an 
unofficial strike on Thursday 
of last week. 

Unison union members 
met in the morning and 
unanimously voted to walk 
out at 11am.

They are fighting 
restructuring that puts jobs 
at risk. The action followed 
an unofficial strike from 4pm 
on Monday of last week.

Sandy Nicholl is Unison 
branch secretary at Soas. He 
told Socialist Worker, “There 
are over 100 workers at risk 
of redundancy, and we are 
facing a loss of 30 jobs.

“We’re also facing the 
downgrading of other jobs. 
Unison is in the process of 
balloting but today people 
felt they couldn’t wait for 
the official process. The 
mass meeting voted to walk 

out—and to do it again on 
2 April to lobby the board 
of trustees. And we’re now 
campaigning to say we have 
no confidence in the senior 
management.”

Students and UCU union 
members came to a strikers’ 
rally and protest to show 
support. Student Irang told 

Socialist Worker that a lot of 
students joined the protest. 
“It’s not just about workers’ 
jobs being threatened. 

“It’s all about the 
neoliberalism and austerity 
in general that affects all of 
us,” he said.
lSend messages of support to 
an2@soas.ac.uk

On strike at Soas  Picture: irang Bak

Calls for a 
referendum
HUNDREDS OF supporters 
of Scottish independence 
gathered in Glasgow last 
Sunday for a rally called 
by Hope Over Fear.

Protest organiser Tommy 
Sheridan demanded Scottish 
first minister Nicola Sturgeon 
calls a second independence 
referendum without seeking 
agreement from British 
prime minister Theresa May.

A series of 
pro-independence marches 
called by All Under One 
Banner (AUOB) are 
set to begin soon.

Last year they attracted 
tens of thousands of people.

The first is in 
Glasgow on 4 May. 

With frustration growing 
at the Scottish National 
Party’s reluctance to call 
a new referendum, the 
AUOB marches will be big.

ANTI-FASCISM

Anti-Nazis 
are majority
A FEW dozen fascist Scottish 
Defence League (SDL) 
supporters were met by a 
counter–protest of over 250 
in Edinburgh last Saturday.

The SDL gathering 
featured fascist flags, 
including those of 
Combat 18.

The anti-racist 
gathering was confident 
and determined. It heard 
speakers from a range of 
organisations including 
Stand Up To Racism Scotland, 
Unison City of Edinburgh 
council, Muslim Women’s 
Association Edinburgh, 
the EIS national union and 
EIS Edinburgh colleges.

Steve West from Stand Up 
to Racism Edinburgh said, 
“We can take heart from 
the fact that anti-fascists 
and anti-racists vastly 
outnumbered the SDL.”

ABORTION RIGHTS

The road 
to reform
ABORTION Rights 
Campaign activists held 
their Annual General 
Meeting and a public rally 
last Saturday in central 
London. 

The meeting heard 
from Danielle Roberts, a 
key member of Alliance 
For Choice—a group 
campaigning for free, 
safe and legal abortion in 
Northern Ireland. 

The theme was “The 
Road to Abortion Reform”. 

It included speakers 
from Campaign 
for Abortion Law 
Modernisation (Isle of 
Man) and the Equality 
Rights Group in Gibraltar— 
where the penalty for 
breaching the law is life 
imprisonment.
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  ISRAEL ATTACKS  
 PEOPLE IN GAZA   
by NICK CLARK

ISRAEL WAS gearing up 
to unleash more violence 
on Palestinians trapped in 
the Gaza Strip as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

An extra 1,000 “reinforce-
ment” soldiers—made up 
of infantry and a tank bri-
gade—were sent to Israel’s 
Gaza division on Monday of 
this week. 

And Israel bombed the 
Gaza Strip in the early hours 
of Tuesday morning.

The extra soldiers came 
ahead of a major demonstra-
tion by Palestinians set to 
take place this Saturday.

The protest will mark 
the anniversary of a year of 
resistance by Palestinians at 
the border between Gaza and 
Israel. 

Movement
Tens  of  thousands  of 
Palestinians have marched 
every week as part of a 
 movement known as the 
Great March of Return. 

Their main demand is 
for Palestinian refugees—
expelled from their homes 
when Israel was established 

in 1948—to have the right to 
return home.

They also want an end 
to the Israeli siege of Gaza 
which is responsible for 
shortages and blackouts.

Israel has tried to crush 

the protests with extreme vio-
lence. Soldiers murdered 16 
Palestinians during a dem-
onstration on 30 March last 
year—an event that the  protest 
this Saturday will mark.

Israeli snipers—then also 

sent as “reinforcements”—
were responsible for killing 
many of the unarmed pro-
testers. Footage showed one 
man being shot in the back as 
he ran away from the border 
fence.

Another was shot in the 
head as he smoked a cigarette.

More than 240 Palestinians 
have been killed since the 
protests began last year, and 
over 27,000 injured.

As the threat of violence 

approached, the World 
Health Organisation has 
delivered essential medi-
cines and medical supplies 
to Gaza. 

It said its delivery last 
Sunday will prepare medics 
to treat up 120,000 mildly 
injured, or 20,000 seriously 
injured, patients hurt during 
demonstrations.

Violence
The violence and siege condi-
tions have led to a flare up of 
fighting between Israel and 
Palestinian resistance groups 
in Gaza.

Israel said its bombs 
on Monday night were in 
response to a rocket fired 
from the strip on Sunday 
evening.

It was the latest round of 
airstrikes in recent weeks. 
Some 100 Israeli airstrikes 
hit Gaza on Friday 15 March. 

Israel was founded in 1948 
through a campaign of ethnic 
cleansing against Palestinians 
to ensure it had a Jewish 
ethnic majority.

It uses racist laws and 
repressive measures to keep 
Palestinians out and ensure 
it maintains that ethnic  
majority today.

THE SKY glowing in Gaza during an Israeli airstrike earlier this month 

 The right targets students’ solidarity
STUDENT activists have 
organised meetings and 
protests on campuses 
across Britain as part 
of the annual Israeli 
Apartheid Week (IAW).

The events highlight 
Israel’s oppression and 
systematic racism towards 
Palestinians. 

This is often likened 
to the former apartheid 
government of South 
Africa that discriminated 
against black people.

Organise
The campaign also 
focuses on how students 
can organise as part of 
the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions campaign 
against Israel.

In recent years, students 

have faced attempts to 
shut down solidarity with 
Palestine.

Pro-Israel campaigners 
use the International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance (IHRA) definition 
of antisemitism. 

This rules out calling 
Israel a racist or apartheid 
state. 

The definition has 
also been used against 
left wing Labour Party 
members.

Labour MP Fabian 
Hamilton last week 
encouraged those 
who seek to shut 
down  pro-Palestinian 
campaigning. 

He branded IAW “a 
campaign of hatred which 
undermines the legitimacy 

of the state of Israel.”
And he called on anyone 

in breach of the IHRA 
definition to be “dealt with 
swiftly by the relevant 
authorities”.

Criticism
Former Labour MP 
Joan Ryan also branded 
criticism of Israel 
antisemitic last week. 

Ryan spoke to the 
conference of the 
pro-Israel US campaign 
group American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee. 

She said Labour had 
become “riddled with 
antisemitism” because it 
was “taken over by the far 
left” and “now seeks to 
demonise and delegitimise 
Israel”.

Trump boosts Netanyahu
US PRESIDENT Donald 
Trump has said that 
he will recognise the 
occupied Golan Heights 
as part of Israel.

In a tweet last 
Thursday, Trump said it 
was “time for the United 
States to fully recognise 
Israel’s Sovereignty over 
the Golan Heights”. 

He formally declared 
this to Israeli prime 
minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu on Monday.

Israel snatched the 
Golan Heights from Syria 
in 1967, when it invaded 
during the Six Day War. 

That same war began 
Israel’s occupation of the 
Palestinian West Bank, 
Gaza and East Jerusalem.

Trump’s announcement 
is a sign that the US is 
preparing to allow Israel 
to claim parts of the 
West Bank as part of a 
supposed “peace deal”.

Donald Trump

Protest for  
Palestine
Saturday 30 March

Demonstrations 
across Britain  
including 
in London, 
Manchester, 
Newcastle, 
Brighton, 
Birmingham 
and Cardiff

For full details  
go to
bit.ly/
ExistResistReturn 
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