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AGAINST

TOXIC
SYSTEM

lBACK CORBYN–VOTE LABOUR
lVOTE LEFT IN SCOTLANDWhere now for the movements demanding change? >>Page 8
How France conquered Algeria >>Pages 14&15
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 ACTION TO STOP CLIMATE CHAOS BREXIT

Tory divisions 
widen as EU 
elections near
THERESA MAY’S government 
hangs by a thread as Tory 
EU divisions now threaten to 
destroy her administration.

The EU deal to postpone 
Brexit till the autumn at the 
latest has done nothing to 
dampen the flames engulfing 
the cabinet. The Tories now 
face the terrifying prospect of 
European elections on 23 May.
>>Page 20

FAR RIGHT

Election threat 
of Farage and 
Ukip racists
NIGEL FARAGE’S Brexit 
Party and the racists of 
Ukip plan to use coming 
EU elections to boost 
the right in Britain.

They want to turn anger at 
politicians against migrants. 

We need a united 
response from anti-racists—
whether they voted to Leave 
or Remain in the EU.
>>Page 7

HOUSING

Homeless shoved 
into polluted 
 office block 
A LONDON council has 
been accused of forcing  
homeless people into a 
shabby, converted office 
block on one of the most 
polluted roads in Europe. 

Despite scores of complaints, 
Brent council insists its 
accommodation is adequate.
>>Pages 10&11



by SARAH BATES, NICK CLARK  
and GABBY THORPE

A SPIRIT of rebellion swept 
through London this week. It was 
a moment when, like the school 
students’ climate strikes, the talk 
about climate change stopped 
and action began.

Organised by non-violent 
direct action group Extinction 
Rebellion (XR), thousands of people 
blocked roads or took part in other 
events to highlight the climate 
emergency.

Marble Arch was the key organis-
ing hub, one of the five sites across 
the city where action took place.

It’s part of an “International 
Rebellion” of coordinated global 
action (see right).

The protests began on Monday 
and, despite 113 arrests by Tuesday 
morning (see right column), were 
continuing as Socialist Worker went 
to press. 

Shortly after the roads were 
blocked at Marble Arch, XR activ-
ists in colour coded hi-vis jackets 

began organising a kitchen 

tent, stewards’ rota and construct-
ing compost toilets.

A stage on a truck hosted music 
and poetry and played host to feed-
back from groups who discussed 
how to set up citizens’ assemblies.

Hundreds of people occupied 
Oxford Circus, blocking four lanes 
of traffic. Activists began gathering 
from 9am, boosted by the arrival 
of a large contingent from Wales.

One protester said, “It can’t be 
‘business as usual’ because there 
will be no 22nd century and there 

will be no-one left to notice.”
At 11am a truck arrived 

towing a large object under 
a tarpaulin. As activists 
glued their hands onto 

the trailer, the cover was removed 
to reveal a large pink boat with the 
words “Tell the truth” painted along 
one side.

Waterloo Bridge was transformed 
into a garden blockade with hun-
dreds of trees and thousands of 
crowdsourced pot plants.

Hundreds of people from XR 
Youth gathered at Hyde Park Corner. 
Marchers—many of them school stu-
dents—carried a giant banner that 
read, “Extinction is coming.”

Amel i e ,  who  came  f rom 
Gloucester to join the protest, said 
she had been on a school walkout 
in Stroud on Friday (see page 4). 
“Climate change is such a big thing,” 
she told Socialist Worker. “But no 

one really seems to take notice.”
Many had banners referencing 

“ecocide”. Val from Buckinghamshire 
explained, “Ecocide is about how 
we’re in the sixth mass extinction. 

“It is about how life on the planet 
is being killed—we’re losing the 
whole thing, the whole system.”

XR activists are hoping to stay 
on the streets for a fortnight—or 
until the government sits down to 
negotiate.

The audacious spirit of the inter-
national rebellion is exactly the kind 
of combative movement needed to 
tackle climate change.

Everyone should join the fight for 
a future without the capitalist priori-
ties that will cost us the earth.

Talking about alternatives
AT THE heart of the 
movement are big 
debates about the 
way to challenge 
climate change.

The creation of 
citizens’ assemblies 
is a key demand from 
XR. These would 
be committees of 
ordinary people to 
oversee government 
action on climate 
change.

Over 1,500 
people attended 

the Beyond Politics 
event on Monday in 
Parliament Square. 
It kicked off at 11am 
with the sounding 
of the alarm to 
symbolise the  
12 years until climate 
catastrophe is 
unavoidable if urgent 
action is not taken.

At Marble Arch 
a stage on a truck 
hosted music and 
poetry and played 
host to feedback 

from groups who 
discussed how to 
set up citizens’ 
assemblies.

On the grass, 
small groups worked 
together to thrash 
out ideas about 
how to build the 
assemblies.

Susan argued that 
“councils should 
give over space 
to communitiy 
organisations to run 
assemblies”.

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘The eco mob brings 
chaos to capital
The Daily Mail newspaper 
responds as you might expect to 
environmental protests  

‘We’ve seen first 
hand the impact 
climate change is 
having. We share 
people’s passion 
to tackle this issue 
and protect our 
planet for future 
generations’
The government sort of responds 
to the protests by not really saying 
much about anything

‘We have declared 
war on our nature 
when we declare 
war on the natural 
world’
Dr Rowan Williams, former 
Archbishop of Canterbury

‘It is our goal to  
help people replace 
their car with  
their phone’
James Kelly, head of cities at Uber. 
He is responsible for “reimagining 
the future of urban mobility” or 
something

‘Sorry for the hassle, 
but the  planet is at 
stake’
A protester explain the protests

A beacon to build a movement of ‘useful disruption’ 
PEOPLE TRAVELLED from across 
Britain to join Monday’s protests. 

Maureen from Oxfordshire 
said she had been a climate 
activist for years but the 
IPCC report last year “really 
galvanised” her.

“It’s not just about what’s 
happening in government or 
councils—we need a war-like 
mentality, and a use of every 
resource to fight this.”

Louise, Ez and Georgia had 
all joined the protest from 
Bristol. Ez told Socialist Worker, 
“We need more people in the 
movement, we need to do 
more things like this—and the 
government needs to take more 
notice.”

Georgia agreed. “We need 

more useful disruption,” she 
said. And Louise added, “We 
need the government to come 
to the table because the sort of 
change we need can only come 
from the top.”

Rory from Brighton had joined 
the blockade and said he planned 
to “give camping a go”. “I’m 
a bit worried they’ll chuck us 
out at 3am, but fuck it, climate 
change is going to be the biggest 
problem we face,” he said. 

He argues for “finding 
acceptable solutions for 
governments—I think its bollocks 
when people say we’re going to 
cancel carbon by 2025. We need 
to find reasonable alternatives.” 

Some marched with a banner 
declaring “humanity, empathy, 

frugality”. Others wore patches 
bearing the slogan.

But Alison said “There’s finite 
resources—are we going to share 
them? There’s a smaller and 
smaller group of people getting 
more and more.”

Justin, an orthopaedic surgeon 
said that he and his wife had 
taken a day from work to support 
the cause. “We want our children 
and others to have a better future 
without fear of the effects of 
climate change,” he said. 

Anti-war campaigner Julia said 
she hoped the demo could be “a 
beacon to attract others to the 
cause because climate change 
is a large factor in issues faced 
by people in their day to day 
struggles.” 

Piccadilly Circus was taken over by XR Youth

Rebellion takes over 
streets of London

ON THE way to Oxford Circus                             Pictures: Guy smallman and extinction rebellion

XR International protests take place across the world 
EXTINCTION REBELLION said on 
Tuesday, “In 25 countries around 
the world, rebels of all kinds 
and backgrounds have begun 
taking non-violent direct action 
in a bid to save our planet from 
catastrophe.”

Mobilisations included:
Denmark 
Protesters blocked parliament and 
a number of town halls round the 
country.
New Zealand
Protesters brought a road 
intersection in the city of Auckland 
to a halt. People stood in the 
intersection with a banner reading 
“Rebel for Life”. There were other 
protests across the country.

Spain/Catalonia
Marches and other mobilisations 
took place in Barcelona, Valencia, 
Girona and other cities.
Australia
Extinction Rebellion activists 
organised a partial shutdown of  
one of Melbourne’s main traffic 
routes.
Belgium
Campaigners in Brussels blocked 
the road and formed the XR logo in 
front of the European Parliament.
Sweden 
Activists held a lie-in at the 
parliament in Stockholm and then 
blocked the city’s main bridge.
Canada
Extinction Rebellion Ottawa blocked 

intersections and talked to drivers 
and passers-by then moving on to 
other intersections.
Switzerland
Protesters occupied the Chauderon 
bridge in Lausanne.
Germany
Hundreds of activists blockaded the 
Oberbaum bridge in Berlin.
Turkey
Protests took place in Istanbul.
Portugal
Activists gathered at the Ritz in 
Lisbon, where the Portuguese 
government was hosting a 
European Climate Summit with 
major polluters.
United States
Campaigners gathered in Seattle.

Attention-grabbing protest

Head over heels about change

Berlin protest

Citizens’ assembly in Parliament Square

Hundreds arrested 
PART OF the strategy for the XR 
movement is to provoke the state 
to take action against protesters. 

On Monday police began 
clearing protesters from Waterloo 
Bridge just as darkness fell. And 
again on Tuesday afternoon.

Cops singled out individual 
protesters, asking them to move to 
Marble Arch before arresting them 
moments later.

One protester told Socialist 
Worker, “I’m scared, and I don’t 
know if I’m ready to get arrested.

“At the end of the day I’m doing 
this because I give a shit about the 
planet. If we don’t have disruptive 
protests we’re not going to get 
through to the powers that be.”

Seconds later she was taken 
away by police.

Protesters gathered together 
singing and chanting as they faced 
the police. There were cheers for 
every person taken by the cops.

One protester told Socialist 
Worker, “We’re aware of what’s 
going to happen. We’re prepared 
for it. This demonstrates how 
serious people are, that they’re 
prepared to put their bodies on the 
line and get arrested.”

Alongside bigger occupations, 
a small group of activists took 
their fight directly to the fossil firm 
company Shell’s office in central 
London. 

Five were arrested for suspected 
criminal damage after the building 
was spray painted. There is a 
danger that the movement is 
divided between the “professional 
protesters” willing to put their 
bodies on the line and other 
“softer” elements. 

Guilty as Shell
SHELL WAS targeted by protesters 
because it is a poisonous symbol 
of the climate catastrophe 
threatening life on Earth. 

Last year internal Shell 
documents were uncovered which 
showed the company knew in 
the 1980s that increased CO2 
emissions would lead to increases 
in the Earth’s average temperature. 

The company’s analysts warned 
of the “disappearance of specific 
ecosystems or habitat destruction”. 

They also predicted “runoff, 
destructive floods, and inundation 
of low-lying farmland,” arguing that 
“new sources of freshwater would 
be required” as old ones became 
contaminated due to rising sea 
levels.

It’s yet one more example why 
the people at the top of society 
can’t be trusted with planning the 
response to climate change.

Repainting Shell’s HQ
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 ‘We need to 
force them 
to start 
listening’ 
by SARAH BATES, GABBY THORPE 
and NICK CLARK 

THOUSANDS OF students in 
Britain staged their third day of 
action against climate change 
last Friday. It was part of the 
Fridays For Future climate action 
movement that saw action in 540 
towns and cities in 72 countries.

In London around 1,000  people 
gathered in Parliament Square for a 
march. Protesters are furious about 
government inaction on climate 
change—and the deadly results.

Hundreds took part in demon-
strations and rallies in several other 
cities and towns in Britain including 
Birmingham, Oxford, Cambridge 
and Brighton.

In London, Micky told Socialist 
Worker, “Our future should be 
more sustainable energy, and more 
legislation.”

Protester Alice said, “We’re here 
because we don’t like the way that the 
government ignores climate change.”

Many felt that climate change 
posed the biggest threat to humanity, 
and all other issues were secondary.

One student said, “Every politi-
cal problem can be fixed, but the cli-
mate can’t be fixed because it won’t 
be here forever.”

The London demo marched to 
Oxford Circus, where hundreds 
staged a sit-in at the junction. Faith 
and Abs joined the sit-in. Faith said, 

“We need to force them to start 
listening and acting—and start 
 punishing companies.

Abs said, “I’m scared to get 
arrested. I go through racism every 
day—and you get used to it, but I’m 
scared of what will happen.”

The protest was smaller than 
the mobilisations which involved 
 walkouts from schools in February 
and March. 

But many of the people on the 
march said they hadn’t come on the 
previous two because they weren’t 
confident about walking out of school.

The previous protests were more 
chaotic. This time the organisers 
were able to keep tighter control 
over how the day played out.

The demo ended in Trafalgar 
Square, where teenagers took the 
megaphone—one telling the crowd, 
“Don’t let the adults tell you your 
voice doesn’t matter”.

While there were individual trade 
unionists on the demonstrations, 
none brought banners from their 
trade union branches.

The smaller size is partly a reflec-
tion that you can’t have a school 
“strike” at a time when most schools 
are on holiday. But it also reflects 
the dangers of allowing one group 
to fight by themselves.

Climate chaos is a danger so 
imminent and so vast it cannot 
be left just to students organising 
school strikes—workers have to get 
involved in the movement.

SCHOOL STUDENTS and others join a sit-down in Oxford Circus in London last week Picture: Guy Smallman

Climate protesters debate a way forwards
AFTER THE initial excitement of 
Monday’s Extinction Rebellion 
protest, activists reflected on 
how the day of protests had 
gone—and what might happen 
next.

Audrey from Sweden said 
activists had to be “open and 
positive in the world—talking to 
people, being direct and clear in 
communication”.

Tim from south London 
emphasised “non-violent 
communication in schools 
and workplaces to diffuse the 
emotion in the argument.”

“Some people may feel 
their personal choices aren’t 
environmentally friendly and 
they’ll be defensive about it,” he 
said.

Share
Alex wanted everyone to “share 
what we’ve done today with 
everyone we meet at festivals 
and parties”. 

And Tessie from Bristol said 
activists had to “bridge the 
divide” between activists and 
other people.

“Stop being raging lefties,” 
she said. “If you just rant at 
someone they’ll probably go 
away complaining about the left. 
Go in with humility and just talk 
as people.”

Others thought about how to 
organise and draw people in to 
the movement.

Harrold from Manchester said, 
“We have to figure out solutions 

for getting people to want to be 
part of this.”

And Emma from Ireland said, 
“We need more events like 
this that have an effect on the 
government. 

“They’ll get bigger and 
bigger—and the effect that will 
have on the government will get 
bigger.”

Marion, a protester at 
Oxford Circus, said, “I’m very 
proud about everyone getting 
together to protest over climate 
change—especially in the most 
commercial streets of London.”

“I’m very impressed by the 
peacefulness of this action,” 

She added. “That’s something I 
worried about. 

“But even the police are 
facilitating us blocking the 
streets. 

“It means our ideas are 
accepted.”

One central demand has 
been for setting up citizens’ 
assemblies in local areas (see 
page 2). 

Danny from Bristol urged 
people to “organise petitions at 
your local council or borough to 
call on them to set up a citizens’ 
assembly. But let’s not wait for 
them to do that, let’s set them 
up.”

People discussed into the night

Do we need a 
Green New Deal?
ORGANISERS OF last Friday’s 
protests argued for the Green 
New Deal (GND) as the solution 
to climate change, and got a 
good response.

A GND banner was carried at 
the head of the demonstration. 
A speaker said the GND was 
“not a wish list but a solution. 
It’s not led by the left or right, 
it’s led by the movement.”

Cyrus from the UK Schools 
Climate Network said the GND 
is important because “we need 
sustainable climate jobs, we 
need to go carbon neutral 
soon—this country is acting 
way too slowly.

“GND is a very radical 
reform—if we don’t have 
it the politicians will face a 
revolution.”

The GND is scant on 
details, and has no specific 
commitment on funding. 

Even so, when US politician 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez put 
it forward to the US Congress 
earlier this year neither of the 
main parties in the Senate 
supported it.

The GND is a glimpse of the 
ambitious social and economic 
change that will be needed to 
challenge climate chaos. 

But the hostility with which 
it is met is a reminder that 
the corporations and most 
politicians will fight attempts at 
fundamental change.

IN BRIEF 
Fighting against the toxic 
legacy of Grenfell Tower fire
SCHOOL students 
studying in the 
shadow of Grenfell 
Tower in west London 
are angry about being 
exposed to toxins 
caused by the 2017 
fire.

Keira studies at the 
Kensington Aldridge 
Academy next to the 
Grenfell site. 

She told Socialist 
Worker, “The 
government doesn’t 
care about us—they 
are just trying to act 
like they care but they 
don’t. If they did they 
would move us away 
from here.

“We’re going to 
wear face masks to 
raise awareness about 
it.”

A report by fire 
toxicity expert 
Professor Anna 
Stec and others 
found that there 
was a “significantly 
increased cancer risk” 

indicated by samples 
taken from near to 
Grenfell Tower.

Housing activist 
Jan Sweeney said, 
“The kids in the 
school shouldn’t have 
been moved back so 
soon, especially with 
the toxicity we now 
know about.”

On 5 April activists 
blocked a busy road 
to protest about the 

toxicity scandal.
Other activists 

spoke out at last 
week’s Silent Walk to 
remember the at least 
72 people who died in 
the fire. 

“West Kensington 
is already polluted 
thanks to the Westway 
flyover,” said Isis. 

“Now that has 
been exacerbated.” 
Keira is a pseudonym

Virgin rail smash and grab
RICHARD Branson’s 
Virgin Group will have 
trousered  
£306 million in 
dividends from Virgin 
Trains by the time 
the franchise finishes 
operations within the 
next year. 

And Virgin Rail 
Group Holdings will 
have pocketed at least 
£600 million since it 
was created in 1997. 

Branson’s Virgin 
Group owns 51 
percent of the venture. 
The other part is 

owned by Stagecoach, 
which has now been 
banned from bidding 
on franchises because 
of a £6 billion deficit 

in the Railways 
Pensions Scheme. 

The firm argued the 
government should 
pay towards the 
scheme. 

The government is 
set to award the next 
franchise this June. 

In response to 
the news Labour 
leader Jeremy 
Corbyn tweeted, “Our 
railways should be 
publicly-owned and 
run in the interests 
of passengers, not 
shareholders.”

Cops face discipline charges 
after ignoring Shana Grice 
COPS ARE to face 
disciplinary charges 
after refusing to 
investigate a woman’s 
former partner after 
she told them he was 
stalking her. Instead 
they fined her for 
wasting police time.

Shana Grice’s 
throat was cut by 
Michael Lane in 2016. 
He was convicted of 
her murder in 2017. 

Grice made five 
complaints against 
him between February 
and July 2016. Lane 
had a history of 

violence against her 
after she finished 
their relationship. 

He broke into her 
house, assaulted her, 
slashed her car tyres 
and fitted a tracker to 
her car. 

Lane was only ever 
cautioned in relation 
to his offences against 
Grice. 

In 2016 he 
assaulted her in the 
street. 

Grice was fined 
£90 for wasting 
police time after she 
reported the incident. 

FIGURE  
IT OUT
 20  percent of 

women will 
be stalked 
in their 
adult life

 1  percent 
of cases 
recorded 
by cops 
result in a 
charge and 
prosecution 
by the CPS

Richard Branson

Protesting against toxic legacy  Pic: SocialiSt Worker

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

MILITANT MASS ACTION 
CAN CHANGE THE SYSTEM

T                                         
HE Extinction Rebellion 
(XR) revolt this week is 
inspiring. Crucially, like 
the school students’ 
climate strikes, it has 

seen a move from words to 
action.

It was no small matter to hold 
the streets of London and force 
wide discussion about crucial 
climate issues.  

We need much more of this 
sort of initiative, organisation 
and vision. The present timidity 
and obsession with parliament 
by trade union leaders and 
much of the Labour Party is not 
enough.

Nothing significant changes 
without active resistance.

As the great black fighter 
against slavery Frederick Douglass 
wrote, “Find out just what any 
people will quietly submit to and 
you have found out the exact 
measure of injustice which will be 
imposed upon them.

“And these will continue till 
they are resisted with either 
words or blows, or with both.”

Socialist Worker stands with all 
those arrested and applauds their 
courage.  

The XR organisers rightly 
stressed the role of people who 

did not want to be arrested. 
But there is a danger that the 
movement can be divided 
between the most committed and 
their supporters.

Seeking to be arrested leaves 
the initiative with the state 
to decide how to deal with a 
movement.

Ben Smoke, one of the Stansted 
15 defendants, wrote this week 
that he has no regrets about 
blocking a deportation flight. 

But he said the trial “saw 
an unfathomable amount of 
resources, from across the 
movement poured into helping us 
fight our case”.

“A movement, particularly one 
seeking to change society as we 

know it, should not be a coterie 
of privileged activists who can 
afford the expense and time of 
getting arrested,” he warns. 

Effective action also means 
bringing together the battle over 
the climate with other concerns.

People face austerity, racism, 
the far right and a future for their 
children that is imperilled by 
poverty as well as climate change.

A popular slogan of the Yellow 
Vests movement in France is, “End 
of the world, end of the week, 
same struggle”. It sums up the 
need to bring together the fight 
for action over climate chaos with 
the battle people face to make 
their monthly income last. 

Winning requires more of the 
militancy we saw this week, but 
it also has to constantly involve a 
search for mass action involving 
millions of people.

Behind all of our problems 
lies capitalism, a system of class 
rule which endangers the planet 
through the search for profits. 

We need to tear down a 
system where 100 companies 
have been the source of more 
than 70 percent of the world’s 
greenhouse gas emissions since 
1988. We need rebellion—and 
revolution.

SIGNS OF DEMOCRACY
 ORDINARY PEOPLE have 

responded in a huge variety 
of ways to the political 

and economic crisis ravaging the 
system.

In Sudan, hundreds of 
thousands have taken part in 
protests and sit-ins, got rid of 
Omar al-Bashir and now stand 
against the military’s seizure of 
power.

In Algeria, a mass movement 
has swept another ruler aside 
and strikes and protests continue 
despite new elections scheduled 

for July. And in Britain thousands 
of people are taking action against 
environmental chaos. 

Each of these struggles show 
people fighting to find new 
forms of democracy, whether it’s 
through sit-ins or mass assemblies.  

The Russian revolutionary 
Lenin condemned “the lies, 
falsehood and hypocrisy of 
capitalist democracy—democracy 
for the rich”.

“The blessings of democracy 
are, in fact, inaccessible to the vast 
majority of working people,” he 

argued.  We can see this in our 
rulers’ shocking inaction over 
climate change or attempts to 
install into office members of the 
old elite in Sudan and Algeria.

Every fight for a richer kind 
of democracy will at some point 
come up against the limits of 
capitalism—a system designed for 
the rule of the rich.

When that happens, the answer 
is to create our own democratic 
organisations from below, capable 
of challenging the power of the 
state.

Behind all our 
problems lies 
capitalism, which 
endangers the 
whole planet 

‘‘ 

EUROPE: NEW MOVEMENTS ARISE, 
OLD MONSTERS RETURN   
lSuzanne Jeffery on energy and climate change lJad Bouharoun on the  
Yellow Vest movement lMark L Thomas on fascism in Europe today 

The new issue of International Socialism journal is out now

£5             To order Phone 020 7840 5640 email isj@swp.org.uk or www.isj.org.uk      
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

Are the Tories facing  
an existential crisis?
JEAN-PAUL SARTRE wrote a brilliant novel called The 
Reprieve, set during the Munich crisis of September 
1938. He showed how the agreement that ended the 
crisis solved nothing, simply postponing the outbreak of 
the Second World War by a year.

The decision of the European Union (EU) to postpone 
Brexit until Halloween is the same kind of reprieve—though 
the stakes are lower and the conflict is among rival liberal 
capitalist states. But nothing has fundamentally changed.

The balance of power is still strongly in the favour of 
the EU, which has made it clear it will offer Theresa May 
no further concessions. This puts the ball in the House of 
Commons’ court. And in all probability it will continue 
to be paralysed by the division between hard Brexiteers, 
supporters of a soft Brexit, and hard Remainers, none of 
whom command a majority.

There’s a lot of sloppy commentary that this is a crisis 
equally for the Tories and Labour. But this is very far from 
the truth. It was May who chose to make the Tories the party 
of Brexit and to craft what would inevitably be a hard Brexit. 

When big business became incensed over the economic 
consequences of a sharp break with the EU, May tried to 
retreat. The effect—reflected in the withdrawal treaty she 
negotiated last November—has been to please no one. 
Under intense flanking fire from both wings of her party, and 
without a parliamentary majority, she is stuck.

It looks as if public opinion thinks the same. It’s become a 
Remainer cliche to criticise Jeremy Corbyn for not being able 
to exploit the Tory crisis. But now Labour has moved ahead 
in the polls. And the “reprieve” means that, unless a miracle 
happens, Britain will soon participate in a real poll, for the 
European parliament.

May desperately tried to avoid this, and one can see why. 
It looks as if the Tories will be slaughtered. An Opinium 
Research poll last weekend put them at 17 percent, with 
Ukip close on their heels at 13 percent and Nigel Farage’s 
new Brexit Party at 12 percent.

Breakaway
Labour tops this poll with 29 percent, despite losses to the 
Greens and the right wing breakaway the Independent 
Group, now called Change UK.

The Euro elections will probably make it harder to break 
the deadlock. A compromise with Labour would involve 
Britain staying in a customs union with the EU, something 
that 170 Tory MPs including ten cabinet ministers have 
publicly opposed. The haemorrhage of Tory support 
rightwards in the polls will strengthen resistance to any 
compromise. The uproar from some Brexiteers that greeted 
May’s negotiations with Corbyn are just a taster.

Comparisons between May and Sir Robert Peel underline 
what a bad place she is in. Peel was the Tory prime minister 
who in 1845-6 defied his party’s protectionist traditions and 
repealed the Corn Laws. He found himself in a minority in 
his own cabinet and could only carry repeal with the support 
of the opposition Whigs.

The Tories split, with Peel’s supporters allying with the 
Whigs to regain office. The most famous Peelite, William 
Gladstone, eventually merged them into the Liberal 
Party. It took the Tories 30 years to form another majority 
government.

I doubt if we will see the rise of the Mayites. The most 
prominent Remainer in the cabinet, Amber Rudd, had the 
support of three percent of the Tory party membership in a 
recent poll. According to the Financial Times newspaper, she 
“is poised to be a kingmaker”, with Brexiteers such as Boris 
Johnson competing for her support in a future leadership 
election.

It just seems very unlikely that May has the political 
strength or support to defy her party and force through a 
compromise. This means two things. First, the Tory party, 
dominated by competition to be the hardest Brexiteer, 
is likely to move even further out of alignment with big 
business and its interests.

Second, the prospect of a no-deal Brexit, in which Britain 
breaks completely with the EU, may have receded but it 
hasn’t gone away. When Halloween approaches, May or 
whoever succeeds her may find the EU less willing to offer 
yet another reprieve.

 Don’t send Assange to US—
or trivialise rape allegation 
JULIAN ASSANGE, who 
helped to expose Western 
war crimes in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, faces extradition 
from Britain to face the 
wrath of the US state.

Assange had been hiding 
in the Ecuadorian embassy 
in London for almost seven 
years. He was dragged out by 
police, with the permission of 
the Ecuadorian authorities. 

Assange is the founder of 
website WikiLeaks, which 
published classified docu-
ments revealing some of the 
lies that George Bush and 
Tony Blair used to justify 
mass murder.

Assange faces British 
charges of not keeping to bail 
conditions. He is also charged 
by the US with “conspiracy 
to commit computer intru-
sion for agreeing to break a 
password to a classified US  
government computer”.

Justice 
The US justice department 
claimed he faces a prison 
sentence of no more than five 
years if he is found guilty.

But other charges are 
possible, including trea-
son—which carries a death  
penalty—or indefinite deten-
tion as an “enemy combatant”.

Shadow home secre-
tary Diane Abbott said, “It 
is whistleblowing into ille-
gal wars, mass murder, 
murder of civilians and cor-
ruption that has put Julian 
Assange in the crosshairs 
of the US administration.”  

Assange should not be sent to 
the US, but it can’t be ignored 
that he has faced allegations 
of sexual assault and rape in 
Sweden. 

Two women made allega-
tions against him in 2010.

Assange has not been 
charged, but that’s because 
the Swedish criminal process 
charges only before trial.

The allegations were 
put aside because of his 
non-availability. 

Assange first entered the 
Ecuadorian assembly to 
avoid extradition to Sweden. 
An investigation into a rape 

allegation in Sweden can be 
brought to court at any time 
before the limitation period 
expires in August 2020.

The woman who brought 
the rape allegation last 
Thursday requested for 
authorities to resume the 
investigation.

Extradition 
Swedish state prosecu-
tors confirmed they are  
reviewing whether to pro-
ceed and put in an extradi-
tion request.

Anna Ardin is one of the 
women who made allega-
tions about Assange, but 
whose case has expired due 
to time limitations. She said, 
“I would be very surprised 
and sad if Julian is handed 
over to the US.

“For me this was never 
about anything else than 
his misconduct against me/
women and his refusal to 
take responsibility for this. 
Too bad my case could never 
be investigated properly.”

A British court will decide 
whether to grant priority to a 
Swedish extradition request 
or the US one. 

Assange  should  not 
be sent to the US to face  
punishment for exposing 
imperialist slaughter. He 
should face trial in Sweden 
if the woman who made the 
complaint continues with it. 

It doesn’t help the anti-war 
movement to brush aside such 
allegations, still less to suggest 
that the women are frauds.

Video leak angered US
IN 2010 WikiLeaks 
released about 470,000 
classified documents 
concerning US diplomacy 
and the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

It later released a 
further tranche of more 
than 250,000 classified 
US diplomatic cables.

Many of these were 
obtained by former US 
soldier Chelsea 
Manning. 

She spent 
seven years 
in jail and has 
recently been 
jailed again 
for refusing 
to name 

those who helped her. 
Wikileaks obtained and 
decrypted video footage 
from a US Apache 
helicopter in 2007. 

It showed the 
helicopter shoot and kill 
Reuters journalist Namir  
Noor-Eldeen, driver 
Saeed Chmagh and 
several others in 
Baghdad, Iraq.

Unarmed 
adults and 
children in a 
minivan then 
arrive and 
try to move 
the wounded.  
They are fired 
upon as well.

Julian Assange 

Murder in Iraq 

SHEILA COLEMAN of the Hillsborough Justice Campaign addresses the crowd at the memorial to the 1989 
football distaster. Monday marked the 30th anniversary. Full report at bit.ly/J496at30    Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Hillsborough distaster—30 years on
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Ukip’s candidates aren’t just  
a joke they’re dangerous  too
The European elections will see far right groups using the rows over Brexit to gain support. 
Whether for Leave or Remain, anti-racists need to take a stand, says Tomáš Tengely-Evans
UKIP LEADER Gerard Batten has 
defended the party promoting 
a leading alt-right figure to run 
in European parliamentary elec-
tions next month.

Carl  Benjamin—known as 
“Sargon of Akkad”—is the party’s 
lead candidate for the South West 
region. 

Batten dismissed as “satire” 
Benjamin’s tweet that he “wouldn’t 
even rape” Labour MP Jess Philips. 

He sent the tweet in 2016 after 
Philips had said threats of rape 
online had become “somewhat par 
for the course”. 

Benjamin, who is a prominent 
supporter of Nazi Tommy Robinson,  
was one of a number of alt-right  
figures who joined Ukip last year.

They included Mark Meechan—
known as “Count Dankula”—who 
was fined for teaching his dog  
to Sieg Heil on hearing “Gas the 
Jews”.

Batten had to rule out Robinson 
running as a Ukip candidate last 
week.

The party’s traditional conserva-
tive wing stopped a rule change last 
year to lift the ban on former mem-
bers of the English Defence League 
and the British National Party 
(BNP) joining. 

Robinson was a member of the 
BNP and founder of the EDL. 

He still made Robinson his per-
sonal adviser on child sexual abuse. 

Organised
Batten has spoken at far right ral-
lies organised by Robinson and his 
supporters.

M o s t  r e c e n t l y  t h e  t w o  
organised a 3,000-strong “Make 
Brexit Happen” rally on Whitehall, 
central London, last month.

Robinson’s speech focused on far 
right and antisemitic themes. 

After the rally Batten posed 
with convicted gun-runner Frank 
Portinari, who led the London 
branch of the Ulster Defence 
Association sectarian murder squad 
in the 1990s. 

Batten still hopes that openly 
turning to the far right will further 
revive Ukip’s fortunes. 

But Ukip is competing with other 
right wing forces in its bid to capi-
talise on the Tories’ Brexit crisis. 

A YouGov poll last week showed 
Ukip on 14 percent in the European 
elections—one point behind the 
new Brexit Party led by Nigel 
Farage. 

It is largely made up of right wing 
Brexiteers who jumped ship from 
the Tories.

Supporters of Stand Up To 
Racism protested outside the Brexit 
Party’s launch rally in Coventry 

last Friday. Right wing forces are 
hoping to make gains by grabbing 
support from the Tories. 

A recent by-election in Newport 
West saw Ukip nearly double its 
vote while both Labour and the 
Tories lost support. 

The far right are also hoping to 
gain standing in the local council 
elections.

And because of the proportional 
representation voting system,  
part ies  can win seats  with 
smaller share of the vote in the  
European parliament than in  
general elections. 

Anti-racists need to unite across 
Remain and Leave lines to make 
a stand against the far right and 
racist forces in the European 
elections.

Go to Facebook event  
Stand up to far right UKIP day of 
action on 27 April for details of 
campaigning activity during the 
European elections. 

RACISTS—MARK Meechan (left) Gerard Batten (centre) Carl Benjamin (far right)

Anti-racist march in Southall 
ANTI-RACISTS PLAN to 
march through west London 
on Saturday of next week. 

It comes on the 40th 
anniversary of the police 
murder of Blair Peach. Blair, 
a member of the Socialist 
Workers Party and Anti Nazi 
League (ANL), was murdered 
by police on 23 April 1979.

The fascist National Front 
had called a public meeting 
in Southall, west London, 
to drum up support ahead 
of the general election. 

They had come third in 
local elections in London 
and hoped to intimidate 
Asian people in the area. 

The ANL backed a 

counter-demonstration. 
Blair was hit over the  

head by an officer from the 
Special Patrol Group, a riot 
squad in the Metropolitan 
Police, and died in 
hospital that evening. 

None of the six officers 
involved in Blair’s death 
—Alan Murray, Anthony 
Richardson, Raymond White, 
Michael Freestone, James 
Scottow and Anthony Lake—
have been held to account.  

The march will also 
remember Gurdip Singh 
Chaggar, killed in a 
racist attack in 1976.
Saturday 27 April, Assemble 2 pm 
Dominion Road, Southall, UB2 5AA

REFUGEES

UN slams dire  
conditions
THE UNITED Nations (UN) has 
slammed the French authorities 
for the “dire conditions” 
refugees are living in.

Hundreds are trapped in 
northern France and Belgium.

Leilani Farha, a UN special 
rapporteur for housing, said, 
“The government of France 
must prohibit the repeated and 
systematic evictions of persons 
living in tents and informal 
settlements.”

“They result in inhuman or 
degrading treatment.”

Farha added, “People in Calais 

are being compelled to live in 
really dire circumstances, having 
already endured harrowing 
journeys there involving violence 
and extreme conditions.

“The evictions every 48 hours 
are unequivocally a violation of 
the right to adequate housing.”

The refugees have fled war, 
poverty, dictatorship and climate 
chaos—and face increasing 
barriers by the European Union 
(EU) and its member states. 

Some 64 refugees have 
been allowed to come to 
Germany, France, Portugal and 
Luxembourg. They were stuck on 
board the German charity Sea-
Eye’s rescue ship, the Alan Kurdi, 
for more than a week. 

The ship had been blocked 
from docking by the Italian and 
Maltese governments.  

Stand Up To Racism and 
Care4Calais are organising a 
solidarity delegation to Calais on 
Saturday of next week. 

It’s not just charity, but 
building a movement in Britain 
that stands in solidarity with 
refugees. The only solution is 
to open the border and let the 
refugees in. 

Leilani Farha
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Sudan sit-in shows how 
ordinary people can win
by CHARLIE KIMBER

SUDAN’S RULING class is 
desperately trying to reassert 
control as protests continue 
demanding fundamental change.

And these protests are showing 
new forms of defiance, resistance 
and cooperation. 

A witness to the sit-in near the 
army headquarters wrote, “As you 
walk into the area of the capital 
Khartoum, now completely con-
trolled by the young ‘revolutionar-
ies’, you see the difference.

“Missing the football? Supporters 
sent a huge screen to watch the last 
big Barcelona match.

“Christian Sudanese Coptics 
holding fabric shades over the 
heads of their Muslim brothers 
while they pray under the hot sun.

“Without any ‘leaders’ whatsoever,  
these young Sudanese managed to 
effectively run this sit-in, this mini 
‘state’ within the capital, and do so 
politely, without infighting, ego or 
provocation.

“Humour, cooperation, unity and 
solidarity are the order of the day.”

Last week dictator Omar alBashir 
was removed by the army following 
months of mass protests and some 
strikes.

Army leaders judged that Bashir, 
who had ruled for 30 years, could 
not be saved. 

But the new  Transitional Military 
Council announced it would rule 
the country for two years. 

It also announced a state of 
emergency.

Revolution
Pro te s t e r s  s t ayed  on  the 
streets demanding much more  
thoroughgoing change and an imme-
diate move to civilian democratic  
rule. They rightly pointed to 
“Bashir-ism without Bashir” and a 
“stolen revolution”.

The spectre of growing protests 
targeting all those associated with 
the former regime then forced  
further changes.

Bashir’s vice-president, general 
Awad Ibn Auf, resigned as head of  
Transitional Military Council after 
just two days in charge. 

He was replaced by gen-
eral Abdel Fattah Abdelrahman 

Burhan. He announced the end of 
a curfew—which had been widely 
defied anyway—and that he would 
“uproot the regime”.

But he is thoroughly associated 
with Bashir’s inner circle.

The army then named general 
Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo as the 
deputy head of the Transitional 
Military Council.

He commands the paramili-
tary Rapid Support Forces, which 
grew out of the government-backed 
Janjaweed militia.

The Janjaweed carried out mul-
tiple atrocities in Sudan’s western 
region of Darfur in the early 2000s.

Whatever the manoeuvres at the 
top, the key question is whether the 
protests and strikes continue and 
develop. 

The Sudanese Professionals 
Association (SPA), which has been 
leading protests to demand a civilian 
government, called for more dem-
onstrations last Saturday. “Today, 

we continue the march to finish the 
victory for our revolution,” it said.

“We assert that our revolution 
is continuing and will not retreat 
or deviate from its path until we 
achieve our people’s legitimate 
demands of handing over power to 
a civilian government.”

Dissolution
The SPA has put forward specific 
and important demands. 

As well as the central call for 
civilian rule, it wants all those who 
have “committed crimes against the 
Sudanese people to be brought to 
fair trials and immediate release of 
all political and military detainees.”

And it calls for the “dissolution 
of the regime’s militias, dissolution 
of all organs and institutions of the 
regime and the immediate arrest 
and custody of all leaders involved 
in the killings and financial  
corruption”. 

Winning these will take a revo-

lution against the fakers who have 
placed themselves in power. It will 
require not talks or compromises, 
but all-out struggle including mass 
strikes. 

The SPA added, “We reaffirm 
once again that we will not retreat 
from the demands of the revolution. 

“Our rallies in the national capi-
tal are in place and will not be dis-
banded and our civil disobedience 
continues until full arrival of our 
demands.”

Sudan has already delivered 
hope to others fighting repressive 
regimes. It can be part of a north 
African wave of resistance and 
change alongside the mass protests 
in Algeria.

Unlike in the Arab Spring of 
2011, these movements must drive 
through confrontation with all ele-
ments of the ruling class and their 
hangers-on.
A longer version of this article is 
available at bit.ly/SudanRevolt

PROTESTERS TAKE a break 
to watch a football match 
during a sit-in outside army 
headquarters in Khartoum 
(above) and a street painting in 
Syria, inspired by the revolt in 
Sudan (right) 

Pictures: @ikushkush and  

@thomasVLinge on twitter

Protests 
repressed 
in Algeria 
STRIKES AND protests in 
Algeria have continued 
despite the regime’s attempts 
to undercut the movement. 

Interim president 
Abdelkader Bensalah has 
announced new elections for 
4 July. 

But hundreds of thousands 
joined protests last Friday to 
demand further change.

“We will be out in large 
numbers,”protester Yassine 
told the Al Jazeera news 
website. “They don’t know 
what’s coming. 

“They won’t be able to do 
anything against us.” 

Police attacked protesters 
last Friday, the first time 
since the movement began 
two months ago.

Police said 108 people 
were arrested. 

In London some 2,000 
people marched from 
Trafalgar Square to the 
Algerian embassy last 
Sunday. 

Rabie, one of the 
organisers, told Socialist 
Worker, “There have been 
eight consecutive protests 
in Algiera which have been 
100 percent peaceful, then 
we saw two hours of police 
gassing people. 

“A lot of people are against 
the idea that the army 
can deliver a democratic 
transition. 

He pointed out that 
“all the presidents since 
independence have come 
from the army, with no 
exceptions”. 

“Bensalah is a part of that 
clan,” he said. 

Khalfi was also on the 
London protest. He said, 
“With independence in 1962 

the country was liberated, 
but the people were not. 

“This revolution is 
changing that.

“Now the whole of 
Algeria is united—Arab 
and Berber stand 
together.”

FIGURE IT OUT
 70  percent of Algerians 

are younger than  
30 years old

 30  percent of Algerians 
under the age of  
30 are unemployed

Sudan can be part 
of a north African 
wave of resistance 
and change 
alongside Algeria

‘‘ Many protesters are against the army
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Massacre plot 
from the top
GOOD ARTICLE but this 
atrocity was not the act 
of one “rogue officer” 
(Amritsar—a very British 
massacre, 10 April).

There’s plenty of 
evidence to show Dyer’s 
action was approved, 
if not planned, by his 
boss—the governor 
general of the Punjab 
at the time, Sir Michael 
O’Dwyer.

O’Dwyer was 
assassinated in London 
20 years later by an 
Indian independence 
freedom fighter, Udham 
Singh. 

Liv Singh
On Facebook

Tory danger 
to our NHS
IF YOU want to lose your 
NHS vote for the Tories 
and be like the poor 
Americans dying in the 
streets.

Dave Lee
On Facebook

Get the troops 
out of Brunei?
SOCIALIST Worker 
reports a recent protest 
against the savage new 
laws against the gay 
community in Brunei 
(Socialist Worker, 10 
April).

Brunei’s right wing 
dictatorship is defended 
by the British army. 

The Sultan apparently 
pays for 2,000 troops 
to protect him. Surely 
we should demand their 
withdrawal?

Geoff Collier
Saltaire

Hammond lie 
is sign of fear
CHANCELLOR Philip 
Hammond said austerity 
can end as our public 
finances are in a healthy 
state.

British government 
debt is £1.79 trillion. And 
he won’t end austerity 
unless we force him to.

Such a porky, though, 
is a sign of fear. They are 
scared of us.

Dermot Smyth
Sheffield

Homes selloff 
is a scandal
MARGARET Thatcher 
saw her policy of council 
house sales as making 
everyone a capitalist.

Now there is a serious 
housing shortage. It’s an 
absolute scandal.

John Appleyard
West Yorkshire

Just a 
thought...

Facebook said an image of Vicky Balche was ‘disturbing’ 

 Challenge Facebook over its ‘disabilism’
LAST WEEK a disabled 
man was told by Facebook 
in a telephone conversa-
tion he recorded that his 
page “Access Ability” had 
been blocked because 
“people find disability” 
and “images of disability” 
“disturbing”.

The Facebook employee 
said she’d never before 
seen a page “promoting 
disability” and seemed 
incredulous that such a 
thing could exist. 

As shown in Roddy 
Slorach’s book, A Very 
Capitalist Condition, there 
is nothing inevitable or 
natural about such 

attitudes towards 
disabled people. 

Disabilism is fostered 
by capitalism as a way to 
manage “unproductive 
labour”. We must 
challenge prejudice, and 
Dpac is planning a protest 

outside Facebook 
headquarters in London 
later this month. But to 
end the oppression of 
disabled people, we need 
to get rid of capitalism.

Ellen Clifford
South London

 Stop this  
 disgusting  
 land grab
THE APPROPRIATION of 
public parks by developers 
and the unofficial 
“segregation” that occurs as 
a result is shocking.

It is symptomatic of a 
class prejudice that has 
always run deep in British 
society.

Equally worrying is the 
way that open spaces not 
officially classified as parks 
are being snatched from 
communities.

This is happening right 
now in Stoke-on-Trent, with 
sites such as Berry Hill 
Fields and The Croft being 
earmarked for development.

The reason given by the 
council is that the land is 
needed for housing.

This is not, though, 
housing of a type that 
benefits local people. 

The “independent” and 
Tory-led council plans to 
build executive homes on 
these and many other 
sites.

These are homes that 
local people are unlikely to 
be able to afford.

This would be bad 
enough. But the loss of 
these open spaces 
represents something far 
more important.

It is the appropriation of 
common land that has been 
used by the community to 
play sports, walk their dogs 
and connect with nature for 
decades.

This is happening across 
the country. Land that 
belongs to no one but is 
valued by everyone is being 
stolen in the name of 
turning a profit.

There can be no better 
argument for a socialist 
housing policy.

Adam Colclough
Stoke-on-Trent

 Don’t blame migrants  
 for the crisis at A&Es 
THERE’S A new record in 
A&E waiting times. 

Nearly three million 
patients in England had to 
wait over four hours in 
A&Es last year. This is the 
highest number since 
records began.

Lots of people think 
immigration is putting 
pressure on services. 

And we are also being 
encouraged blame anyone 
who goes to an A&E, with 
posters telling us to go to a 
doctor instead.

But people go to A&Es 
because they are in 

desperate need of help. The 
situations they are in can 
be life-threatening. 

And migrants help to run 
the NHS—they aren’t 
responsible for running it 
down.

The Tories caused the 
crisis in the NHS. They 
want the crisis so they can 
say it isn’t working and 
then they can privatise it. 

But in the meantime, 
they want to blame other 
people for the mess they 
have caused.

Andrea Baines
Leeds

Solidarity matters to people 
who face attack in Palestine
ON MONDAY 4 March 2019, I 
landed at Tel Aviv airport in Israel 
ready to be picked up and 
transported to Ramallah in 
Palestine. 

My hand luggage had been 
searched at Heathrow as I was 
travelling alone and had evidence 
of a recent trip to Egypt on my 
passport.

The search was tense as in my 
luggage was a list that could have 
alerted the Israeli border police.

The subjects were checkpoints, 
isolation, identity, licence plates, 
settler violence, demolition orders 
and siege.

I later explored these themes 
with children via Tamer 
Community Education in Arab 

Al-Jahaleen, Bettir, just outside 
Bethlehem and Hebron in 
Palestine.

The pressure of the Israeli 
occupation is relentless. 

Uncertainty and fear are always 
present and the anger and sense of 
abandonment is tangible. 

I was told that, “Nobody cares,” 
and I said that they did. 

But after numerous checkpoints 
and six deaths in the last week 
that I was there, I agreed that no 
governments are doing anything to 
help.

Travelling from Bethlehem to 
Hebron I saw masses of illegal 
settlements with checkpoints 
attached and the wall that slithers 
over Palestinian land. In the last 

week I worked with a group in 
Hebron. 

The children were aged between 
9 and 11 years old, and during 
that time a nine year old boy was 
arrested in a school. 

The day after I left Dheisheh 
refugee camp, Israeli soldiers 
entered and added another death 
and four wounded to their 
catalogue of ethnic cleansing and 
terror. The mural “Hebron” will be 
shown at Pimlico Tube Station 
from 6 to 20 May and in Brompton 
Art Gallery in London from 7 to 10 
May. 

This work and drawings are also 
being exhibited in Hebron now.

Patricia Joy Chamberlain
By email
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The Tories are making the housing crisis worse by forcing 
homeless people into unsafe temporary accommodation 
that is situated far outside the centres of towns and cities. 
Tomáš Tengely‑Evans spoke to people at the sharp end

Last year a housing 
minister said she 
would resign if the 
homelessness 
crisis got worse

‘‘ 

P
EOPLE IN desperate 
housing need are being 
forced to live in an old 
office block next to the 
North Circular road, a 
six lane motorway that 

loops through north London.
Labour-run Brent council in west 

London has put them in Prospect 
House. Residents described worries 
of unsafe windows, rats in the back 
yard, pollution, and a broken front 
door meaning anyone can get inside.

It’s part of a growing trend to push 
people in desperate housing need into 
totally unsuitable accommodation 
and then declare the crisis is solved. 

It may be happening to people in 
your area, and if not it could be soon. 

Kemi lives with her five year-old 
son in Prospect House. 

When she moved in two years ago, 
she was told it would only be tempo-
rary accommodation. “This place is a 
disaster,” she told Socialist Worker.

“It’s just horrible here and it’s 
 getting worse and worse.

“There are loads of rats in the back 
where my son is trying to play and the 
toilet is always backfiring.” 

She added, “I don’t know where to 
go and I’m scared to ask the council 
for help, because they’ll say that I’ve 
already got a place.

“Once the council has placed you 
somewhere, they’ve discharged their 
duty.”

Dwayne, another resident, added, 
“I’ve lived here for two years, but it 
was supposed to be temporary—six 
weeks. 

“There are lots of rats outside, it’s 
not a lot of fun living here.” 

Fadya Mohamed lives in Prospect 
House with her three children, 
Jassim aged two, Jannah aged six, 
and Jemimah aged nine. “I took the 
flat because the council gave me no 
choice,” she told Socialist Worker.

“The council said, ‘Take it or you’ll 
be off our lists and then you’ll have to 
find your own home.”

Temporary
Prior to moving into Prospect House, 
Fadya and her children lived for ten 
weeks in temporary accommodation 
in Northfields in the  neighbouring 
borough of Ealing. She had been 
evicted by her private landlord after 
eight years.

Fadya said, “The council tried to 
get me to sign all the documents 
without seeing the property.

“When I went into the office in 
Chiswick, I was seen by someone 
from another department and they 
said I’d already seen it. I thought, 
‘You are taking me for a mug.’ I had 
an email saying I could see it.

“But Brent council said I had to 
take it without seeing it—or I’d be 
off their lists.”

Brent isn’t the only council that 
is housing people in these sorts of 
conditions. 

Councils in east London have 
moved people to an old office block 
in Harlow, Essex, which Socialist 
Worker revealed last November.

Even the local Tory MP said the 

government’s policy had “allowed 
landlords to build ghettos and 
allowed London councillors to 
socially cleanse their most vulnerable 
families to places like Harlow.”

Now it’s going to get worse.
The Homelessness Act came into 

force one year ago this month. 
It set local authorities targets for 

reducing homelessness in their areas. 
Labour-run Southwark council in 

south London sees it as “potentially 
the greatest piece of homelessness 
legislation for 40 years in England”. 

Last year in Southwark there was 
an 8.6 percent increase in families put 
into temporary accommodation and a 
small increase in rough  sleepers. 

And there was also a 50  percent 
increase in the number of people a 
risk of homelessness but who were 
actually kept in their homes. 

The fact that this increase in 
 homelessness was lower than the 
average across the rest of London 
meant the council’s executive member 
for housing, Stephanie Cryan, could 
claim “the act works”.

He argued that his council’s imple-
mentation of the new law was the 
proof.

In reality, Southwark shows that 
the Act is only a sticking plaster for 
the homelessness crisis. Despite this, 
the borough is held up as an example 
and councillors travel from around 
the country to marvel at it. 

Residents
Housing minister Heather Wheeler 
said last year she would resign if 
the homelessness crisis were to get 
worse. It has, yet she remains. 

While the Act places “duties” 
on councils to help British resi-
dents who are homeless or at risk of 
 homelessness, the Tories  only made 
£73 million available to councils over 
the three years to 2020. It’s meant 
that two thirds of councils have said 
they don’t have enough money to 
enforce the Act. 

And scandals such as Prospect 
House and similar office block hous-
ing are the result. 

The Act doesn’t deal with what’s 
driving the rise in homelessness—the 
roll out of universal credit, the  benefit 
cap, lack of council house building, 

soaring rents and house prices and 
rising levels of poverty. 

Kemi’s flat has a makeshift wooden 
divider that hangs from the ceiling. 
“The wall is always wobbling,” she 
said. “My son is five years old and 
very active. I worry that one day 
I’ll hear ‘boo-boom’, and he will be 
gone.”

Fadya has similar fears for Jassim, 
and her other children, because of 
unsafe windows. 

The windows of her second floor 
flat open up onto the front yard, 
right next to a busy slip road onto the 
North Circular.

“It’s always really hot in the flat—
and we haven’t even been through 
summer yet—but you can never leave 
the window open,” she explained. 

Fadya has to leave it on the safety 
latch all the time “because it’s just not 
set up like a house”. 

“When I moved in, I noticed some 
of the neighbours had put in wooden 
bars into their windows for their chil-
dren,” she said. 

“I asked where did they get it 
done—and it’s all just DIY people 
have had to do.”

T
HE NORTH Circular road 
is a major worry for fam-
ilies in Prospect House. 
A study in 2013 showed 
that it was the most pol-
luted road in Britain. 

The European target is a maximum 
of 40 micrograms of nitrogen dioxide 
per cubic metre we breath—the area 
around Prospect House averages over 
97 micrograms. 

Fadya said, “There is constant 
noise and pollution.

“Even though I can only keep 
the window on the latch, I have to 
hoover every day because of the 
dust.”

She sent a review of the prop-
erty to the council after the first two 
weeks, raising concerns about its 
inappropriate location. 

Yet Brent dismissed her fears 
about living on the edge of the North 
Circular. 

A letter from the council said, 
“With regard to pollution, London is 
one of the most polluted cities not 
only in the UK but within Europe. 

“Generally the further you go 
away from London the standard of 
air  quality improves.”

It went on, “I accept that ‘the 
property’ is located close to the busy 
North Circular Road which is one of 
the main transport arteries across 
London from east to west. 

“However, I understand that ‘the 
property’, whilst nearby is not actu-
ally on the North Circular Road but 
is accessed by a smaller road which 
runs parallel.”

Fadya said, “The road is my biggest 
worry. I drive, but if I had to walk 
with the little ones by it every day it 
would be different. 

“And there are plenty of families 
who don’t drive here.” 

Kemi said, “Whenever my son is 
riding his bike by the flat, I’m always 

screaming, ‘Don’t go there’.” 
Her boyfriend added, “He has 

his bike and his scooter, but there’s 
nowhere to go for him to play 
nearby.” 

Fadya said the letter is repre-
sentative of how the council and 
Shepherd’s Bush Housing Association 
treats residents’ concerns. “My neigh-
bour’s son has epilepsy,” she said. “He 
had a fit because of the heat and was 
taken to hospital. 

“They said, ‘Go to Argos and get 
a fan.’.” 

In December 2016 Brent council 
“celebrated” National Empty Homes 
week by opening Prospect House. 

Brent council leader, Muhammed 
Butt, hailed it as a “brilliant exam-
ple of working in partnership with a 
 landlord and a housing association”. 

“It has provided accommodation 
which is providing a decent future 
for families and young people and 
we want to do more work like this,” 
he said. 

Collaboration
Property developer Ashok Kumar 
Vohra, director of Sonal Trading, 
received money under the council’s 
Empty Property Grant to redevelop 
the property in 2015. The company 
is now the landlord.

The collaboration hasn’t turned 
out to be a “brilliant example” for 
the residents. 

Fadya said, “We’re not supposed 
to know the landlord, but his car is 
always downstairs and he’s around.” 

She said a big problem was how 
gas bills are divided up by the “stingy 
landlord”. 

“There’s only one boiler for the 
property,” said Fadya. “The bill is 
shared by the size of the property, 

London’s North Circular Road is 
one of the most congested and 
polluted in the capital (right) but 
Brent Council don’t think this 
should be a consideration when 
housing families (below, right) 
Simply opening a window in the 
airless building is a health hazard 
(bottom)

whether it’s a studio, a 1 bed or a 
2 bed. 

“The gas is £69 a month, which 
is extraordinarily expensive with the 
other bills, but we don’t get to see 
how it’s shared. 

“We just get an envelope with our 
flat number on it every month and 
inside are bank details.”

That’s on top of the £317 a week 
Fadya has to pay for living in the 
cramped conditions. 

Prospect House is another symbol 
of a housing crisis that pushes many 
ordinary people into increasingly 
desperate conditions while the rich 
turn swathes of cities into their 
playgrounds. 

Working class people should have 
decent homes—spaces where they 
can live in dignity, in areas where 
their children can play in safety. 

But they are placed into situations 
such as Prospect House because poli-
ticians, landlords and rich treat them 
with contempt.

Fadya said, “There is money—but 
it’s about where it’s shared out.” 

Profiting at our expense—how MPs claim twice for housing

Liam Fox 
International trade minister
Claimed £150,000 in expenses on his 
London home since 2012. 
Rented out his own home for over 
£10,000 a year.

David Crausby 
Labour MP
Claimed £168,517 for renting a
second London home since 2010.
But he earns rent from a flat he
bought with public help.

Michael Gove
Environment minister
Made an £870,000 gross profit selling 
two homes, one of which was heavily 
subsidised by expenses payments. 
Claimed £7,000 to furnish his home.

This government 
protects landlords 
and developers 
while they slash 
council housing and 
let rent soar and 
now we know why 
Eileen Short 
Defend Council Housing

‘‘ Prospect House was opened by 
Brent council with a fanfare (top) 
But those forced to live here, like 
Kemi (above), are far from happy
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BLACK COUNTRY
The Nakba to the Great 
March of Return—how 
can Palestine be free?
Wed 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Wild Bytes Cafe,
Darlington St, Wolverhampton,
WV1 4HW
CAMBRIDGE
Gun and knife crime—
why are young people 
killing each other?
Thu 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Ln,
CB5 8HP
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The Stephen Lawrence 
Report 20 years on—
why does institutional 
racism still exist?
Thu 2 May, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Why we need a revolution
Wed 1 May, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Forum,
10 Shacklewell St,
E2 7EG
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
System change not 
climate change
Thu 9 May, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Wed 8 May, 7.30pm, 
October Books,
189 Portswood Rd,
SO17 2NF
YORK
Know your enemy—alt-right, 
the far right and fascists
Wed 1 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Lower Friargate, YO1 9RL

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BIRMINGHAM
30 years since 
Hillsborough—police, 
cover-ups and justice
Wed 24 Apr, 7pm, 
the Adam & Eve,
201 Bradford St, B12 0JD
BRADFORD
Brexit, borders and the 
case for a united Ireland
Thu 25 Apr, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Irish civil rights  
50 years on—the case 
for a united Ireland
Wed 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
The ‘snowflake generation’ 
—what do we say 
about free speech?
Wed 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
The Stephen Lawrence 
Report 20 years on—
why does institutional 
racism still exist?
Thu 25 Apr, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Hi-vis fury—what’s 
behind the Yellow Vest 
revolt in France?
Thu 25 Apr, 8pm, 
Oyster Room - Hythe 
Community Centre,
1 Ventura Dr, 
CO1 2FG
DONCASTER
A rebel’s guide to 
Martin Luther King
Tue 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Dreambakes,
3 Priory House,
Priory Walk, 
DN1 1TS

EDINBURGH
Corbyn, antisemitism and 
the Labour Party in crisis
Wed 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
EXETER
System change not 
climate change
Wed 24 Apr, 7pm, 
The Exeter Peace Shop,
31 New Bridge St, EX4 3AH
HUDDERSFIELD
Would the state threaten 
a Corbyn government?
Wed 24 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade, HD1 5JP
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
The Nakba to the Great 
March of Return—how 
can Palestine be free?
Thu 25 Apr, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Ln, LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Irish civil rights  
50 years on—the case 
for a united Ireland
Thu 25 Apr, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
System change not 
climate change
Thu 25 Apr, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

LONDON: HARINGEY
System change not 
climate change
Wed 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: NEWHAM
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Wed 24 Apr, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Irish civil rights  
50 years on—the case 
for a united Ireland
Wed 24 Apr, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd 
(near Effra Rd, facing 
Windrush Square),
Brixton,
SW2 1EP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
What is socialism?
Wed 1 May, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
Going beyond the 
binary—Marxism, gender 
and trans politics
Thu 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 24 Apr, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 24 Apr, 7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St, NE1 6QE
NORWICH
Will a revolution have 
to be violent?
Thu 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Pl, NR2 2SA
OXFORD
30 years since 
Hillsborough—police, 
cover-ups and justice
Thu 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way, OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
System change not 
climate change
Sat 4 May, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
What would a revolution 
look like?
Wed 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

SWANSEA
Should all the statues 
fall? The legacy of 
slavery and empire
Thu 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
TELFORD
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Wed 1 May, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
How we fight for a revolution
Wed 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Ice Stone Gelato,
65 Queen St, 
WV1 3BY
YORK
Traditional British 
values—a racist concept?
Wed 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, 
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORSET SOCIALISTS
The roots of racism  and 
how do we fight it?
Sat 4 May, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ 
LONDON
Speak out against 
racism today
Tue 23 Apr, 6.30pm, 
London Muslim Centre,
82-92 Whitechapel Rd,
Shadwell,
E1 1JQ
NATIONAL
Forum—how  can we stop 
the far right across Europe?
Sat 1 June, 1pm,
National Education Union,
Hamilton House,
Mabledon Pl, 
WC1H 9BD.
Hosted by Stand Up To Racism

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

ABERDEEN
Mon 22 Apr, 6pm, 
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG

BRISTOL
Wed 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

GLASGOW
Thu 25 Apr, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU

LONDON: WALTHAM 
FOREST
Wed 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd, E17 6QQ

Algeria and Sudan... 
Are we 
seeing the 
return of the 
Arab Spring?

Celebrate resistance with  
Socialist Worker this May Day 
May Day is a chance to celebrate working class solidarity against 
the bosses and resistance to oppression

Every year Socialist Worker produces a special supplement of 
May Day greetings from our readers in trade unions, colleges 
and campaigns. Make sure to get yours in by Wednesday 17 April 

l1 column ad: £30  
l2 column ad: £55  
l3 column: £95 

Post, email or ring with your advert details. Make cheques out to 
Sherborne Publications Ltd

Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

mayday@socialistworker.co.uk
020 7840 5656
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The Parisian is a challenging 
debut novel about identity
Isabella Hammad’s book is an ambituous examination of ideas of identity and 
colonialism without sacrificing its narrative, writes Gareth Jenkins
WHERE DO you now belong? How 
did you now view those you lived 
and worked with, particularly those 
of different faiths? Did even your 
sense of time change?

Just how complex—and con-
flicted—these questions of identity 
are is shown in Isabella Hammad’s 
debut novel.

Its central character, Midhat 
Kamal, the “Parisian” of the title, 
is the son of a textile merchant 
from Nablus (northern Palestine). 
Educated in a French school in 
Constantinople (today Istanbul, 
Turkey) he is sent by his father 
to study medicine in Montpellier, 
southern France, during the First 
World War.

This opening of horizons— 
and faith in the promise of moder-
nity—comes up against the reality 
of imperialism. What is particularly 
shocking and vivid is its refusal to 
treat him as an equal.

His treatment raises big questions. 
What was it like to be a Palestinian 
in the period between the two world 
wars?

This was a crucial moment in the 
formation of the modern Middle 
East.

The decaying Ottoman Empire 
had been defeated largely by the 
British, who, with their French 
allies, had carved the region up into 
states aligned with their respective 
empires.

But the Ottomans would not have 
been defeated without the Arab 
revolt. The attempt to modernise 
the Empire had already awakened 
national aspirations.

Betrayed
The British played on these aspira-
tions, promising freedom and inde-
pendence in exchange for help to 
defeat the Ottomans.

Allied victory led to these prom-
ises being betrayed. Instead of a 
single Arab state, the French and 
British imposed borders that made no  
economic, political or cultural sense.

 

A Palestine under 
British control came 
into existence—
one that had also 
b e e n  p r o m i s e d 
to the Zionists as  
a Jewish national 
home.

All this affected 
people’s lives enor-
mously, particu-
larly their sense of 
identity. Midhat 
is shocked to dis-
cover that, for 
all the welcome 
afforded him, his 
host in France 
regards him as 
an “object” of 
scientific scrutiny. 

He is pigeonholed as an Oriental, 
a Muslim—a “deviation from the 
onward progression” of humanity.

This reflects the supposedly civ-
ilising mission of imperialism to 
shape the destiny of the peoples it 
subordinates.

Midhat’s reaction to this is one of 
flight and evasion.

He abandons medicine and moves 

to Paris, where he 
mixes  in  Arab 
nationalist circles, 
without real com-
mitment, and has 
casual love affairs. 

On his return to 
Nablus, he is forced 
to take up the family 
business because he 
cannot own up to 
not being qualified 
to practice medicine. 
And he consents to an 
arranged marriage.

H e  i s  c a u g h t 
between a West that 
doesn’t recognise him 
and a “dis-orientation” 
from those he lives 
among. 

He plays up his iden-
tity as a “Parisian” but knows that 
others suspect that he is a fraud—at 
great psychological cost to himself.

Central though Midhat is, the 
novel doesn’t simply focus on him. 

Isabelle Hammad deftly weaves 
the broader narrative of the real 
historical struggle against the British 
occupation into Midhat’s life and 

that of his extended family and his 
neighbours. She often does so indi-
rectly but the insistent presence of 
this struggle allows her to give real 
depth to the characters she portrays.

The novel reverses western 
assumptions—for example, about 
marriage in Arab society.

Superstitious
Women are not reduced to being 
archetypes of backwardness because 
they wear the veil or hold what are 
seen as superstitious beliefs.

They negotiate their social position 
in complex, subtle and challenging  
ways.

And the French women portrayed 
in the novel—particularly, the great 
love of Midhat’s life—may enjoy 
greater formal freedom but are subject  
to acute mental oppression.

Don’t be deterred by the length of 
novel. 

It’s excellent—with a power-
ful ending that is moving in the 
way it knits together the themes of  
self-betrayal and social and political 
treachery.
The Parisian by Isabella Hammad is 
published by Vintage at £14.99

THE PARISIAN is Isabella Hammad’s debut novel, and is a complex examination of identity

PHOTOGRAPHY
MONSIEUR BONHEUR
Go to instagram.com/
monsieurbonheur/

MONSIEUR Bonheur has 
documented the lives of the 
people who live in  
Seine-Saint-Denis—
department 93—one of the 
areas on the outskirts of 
Paris. 

It is the poorest area 
of “mainland” France. 
Bonheur seeks to tell the 
truth about life away from 
the glitz of central Paris. 

FILM
WILD ROSE
On general release

JESSIE BUCKLEY plays 
Rose Lynn, recently 
released from prison and 

with dreams of becoming a 
country music star. 

This film tells her 
complex story as she 
balances being a mother 
and pursuing her dream. 

EXHIBITION
EDWARD MUNCH—LOVE 
AND ANGST
At The British Museum, 
London. Until 21 July

MUNCH’S PAINTINGS 
depict horrific scenes of 
loss and grief at the turn of 
the 20th century.

His work never feels 
gratuitous. This is partly 
because he dealt with deep 
personal trauma in his own 
life.

Munch said, “We do not 
want pretty pictures to be 
hung on drawing-room 
walls. We want an art that 
arrests and engages.”

TELEVISION
DON’T FORGET THE DRIVER
BBC2  
Tuesdays at 10pm

TOBY JONES stars as Peter 
Green in this new dark 
comedy set in Bognor 
Regis, a seaside town 
in West Sussex. He has 
also co-written the show 
alongside innovative 
playwright Tim Crouch. 

It focuses on people’s 
feelings of identity in a 
town that voted to leave 
the European Union. 

Yet the writers didn’t 
want it to be a parable, or 
to preach. They said it is “a 
love song to Bognor”.

Jessie Buckley as Rose

Hammad deftly 
weaves the 
broader narrative 
of real historical 
struggle into 
Midhat’s life

‘‘ 
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READ MORE
lA Savage War of Peace— 
Algeria 1954-1962 
by Alistair Horne 
New York Review Books 
£11.99 

lAlgeria—the war didn’t 
end in 1945 
Socialist Worker article 
by Ian Birchall  
bit.ly/AlgeriaWar

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

no such hope. They still lived 
in poverty under a colonial 
regime.

The touch paper was lit at 
Setif on 8 May 1845. A big 
 protest was planned for the 
day. For weeks before there had 
been reports of people attacking 
colonists.

The police chief in the 
town—who had only 20 offic-
ers at his command—banned 
rebel white and green flags on 
the protest. People waved them 
anyway.

There  a re  conf l i c t ing 
accounts of what happened 
next, but it is agreed that a cop 
shot and killed a protester.

That unleashed five days of 
violent rioting. 

Colonists found in the street 
were killed, and people went 
to nearby towns to hunt them 
down. Army barracks were 
raided.

T
HE VIOLENCE at 
Set i f  had been 
t r i g g e r e d  b y 
the actions of a 
vicious colonial 
regime. And now, 

for a hundred European dead, 
the French army and the 
 colonists meted out a terrible 
vengeance. 

Some estimates put the 
number of Algerian dead at 
45,000—others at just over 
1,000 and many others at 
 somewhere between the two.

A French cruiser bombarded 
the town of Kerrata. 

Some 40 villages were 
bombed from the air. There 
were indiscriminate killings. 

The official death toll by the 
army was 600—it was likely far 
higher—and then there was the 
vigilante squads of colonists.

The Communist Party in 
Algeria joined in the calls for 
reprisals. 

And in France, where the 
Communist Party was in gov-
ernment, it knew about the 
reprisals and silently condoned 
them. 

That shameful silence meant 
Algerians were left to fight 
almost entirely alone.

For Algerians returning 
from fighting for France in the 
Second World War, the news 
was too much. 

Thousands  jo ined the 
resistance.

And nine years later this new 
movement struck its first blow 
against the French in November 
1954 in what would become 
a bitter, prolonged war for 
liberation.  

The French ruling class 

realised too late that it had cre-
ated a population united in its 
burning hatred of the colonial 
regime.

In 1894 governor Jules 
Cambon had written that the 
breaking up of the old Algerian 
ruling families was intended to 
be a block on resistance. 

But it had the opposite effect. 
“We did not realise that 

in suppressing the forces of 
 resistance in this fashion, we 
were also suppressing our 
means of action,” he wrote. 

“The result is that we are 
today confronted by a sort of 
human dust on which we have 
no influence and in which 
movements take place which 
are to us unknown.”

After 1945 the stage was 
set for one of the most heroic 
struggles against imperialism 
in history.

THE French  
saw Algeria as 
part of the French 
state, not just a 
colony. The capital 
Algiers (top) was 
built like Paris. 
Arab Algerians 
had few rights 
(above) 

B
EH IND  t he 
Algerian mass 
m o v e m e n t 
t o d a y  l i e s 
almost 200 
years of heroic 

resistance to imperialism.
The country was one of 

the birthplaces of European 
colonial domination that 
shaped the world. 

France invaded Algeria 
in June 1830. Its royal 
Bourbon dynasty was in 
crisis at home, and thought 
that a successful foreign war 
could stem revolt. 

While the adventure 
didn’t save the regime from 
revolution, the troops stayed 
in Algiers.

In 1834 the new king, 
Louis-Philippe, demanded 
the whole of Algeria beyond 
the northern coastal areas 
be brought under French 
control. The conquest of 
Algeria became the template 
for  subsequent European 
 campaigns in north Africa. 

Up until 1840 the French 
forces were fighting an uphill 
battle. 

They were wracked by 
malaria and other diseases—
and were hopelessly outma-
noeuvred. Unusually for a 
colonial war, the French often 
had superior numbers, but 
were still thwarted at almost 
every turn.

The Algerian resistance was 
led by Emir Abdelkader—only 
25 years old when he began to 
lead the fightback.

His army developed guerrilla 
tactics after suffering defeat 
in open battle at the hands of 
French general Thomas-Robert 
Bugeaud in 1836. 

They made the interior of the 
country ungovernable. Where 
French outposts existed, they 
were put under siege. 

Heavily 
When French forces wanted to 
travel away from the coast, they 
had to go in heavily armed and 
laboriously-supplied columns, 
constantly open to hit and run 
raids.

Such insurgent tactics were 
to be used successfully against 
European armies for decades 
across the colonial world. 

But Bugeaud adopted some 
of the Algerians’ methods—and 
pioneered a policy of total war 
after 1840. 

And his tactics were taken up 
by imperialists the world over 
when fighting to subdue local 
populations.  

Bugeaud exploited reli-
gious and tribal tensions to 
 undermine Algerian unity 
against the French. 

He ordered troops to target 
crops and villages, killing 
indiscriminately. 

Savage violence was used 
on the Algerians—in two sepa-
rate incidents about 500 people 
who were hiding in caves were 
asphyxiated by Bugeaud’s 
troops. 

There was hypocritical 
outcry in Paris when news of 
the brutality filtered back—to 
which Bugeaud reacted with 

contempt. This rift between 
the French government and 
Algeria’s military administra-
tion was to have a long legacy. 

This dynamic would set the 
foundations for a failed coup 
attempt in the colony in 1961.

Eventually Bugeaud forced 
Abdelkader to surrender in 
1847. But it took the interven-
tion of 108,000 French troops. 

A year later Louis Philippe 
declared the whole of Algeria as 
part of metropolitan France, not 
just a colony. It was described 

as being divided from mainland 
France as the river Seine divides 
Paris.

So losing Algeria would 
be a huge blow to the French 
state, which is a reason why it 
reacted with such savagery to 
resistance. 

After Abdelkader’s surren-
der local and regional upris-
ings happened frequently, but 
these were isolated and easily 
defeated by the French.

That all changed in 1871.
As workers and the poor rose 

up in the Paris Commune, people 
in Algeria watched closely.

Republican colonists were 
the first to move. 

There was a mood of rebel-
lion—the French national flag 
was torn down from the gover-
nor’s palace and the revolution-
ary one hoisted up.

But the real rebellion was 
still to come.

A l g e r i a n s  h a d  b e e n 
 hammered by a famine between 
1860 and 1870. 

Over 500,000 people had 
died out of a population of just 
over 2.5 million. 

And the French adminis-
tration had done nothing to 
 prevent it. In fact, colonists had 
systematically filled in wells 
and oases, which meant that 
whole herds of livestock were 
killed off.

There was a deep anger at the 
occupation and the thousands 
of indignities and  brutalities 
forced on ordinary people.

A new leader, Cheikh 
Mokrani, and his supporters 
mustered an army of 100,000. 

Within the space of a 
year they had won 340 bat-
tles against the French and 
 controlled most of the east of 
the country. 

But with the Paris Commune 
crushed, France could increase 
troop numbers in Algeria— 
to 85,000 in total—and the 

rebellion was brutally put 
down. Thousands were killed, 
and many more imprisoned or 
exiled. 

T
HE French also 
demanded a huge 
fine from tribes 
that had risen up, 
and took back 
500,000 hectares 

of the best farming land. 
The defeat of the 1871 

uprising ushered in a time of 
even harsher repression for 
Algerians. 

Brutal collective punishment 
for minor infractions became 
commonplace.

Dispossession took place 
on a mass scale. An 1873 law 
allowed the privatisation of 
communal lands. 

The result was that by 1917 
55 percent of registered land 
was in the hands of the French.

And there was extreme con-
centration of wealth and land—
the vast majority of  funding 
from the colonial adminis-
tration went to the largest 
landowners.

They set about reorganising 
the economy. Huge vineyards 
were set up on the estates. 

On top of all this, Algerians 
were systematically excluded 
from political life. 

The French allowed them to 
follow Islamic law, but to be 
a citizen of France one had to 
subscribe to French law. 

So by the early 20th  century 
just 2,500 Algerians were 
French citizens with full politi-
cal rights.

After the Second World War 
France lay in ruins. But there 
was the prospect of peace, and 
liberty. 

For Algerians there was 

  ALGERIA–
CONQUEST  
  BY FRANCE 
Algeria’s revolt has been shaped by a history of imperialism 
and revolution. As part of a new series, Alistair Farrow 
looks at the French conquest from the 1830s to the 1950s

There were 
frequent local 
and regional 
uprisings 
against France

‘‘ 
Jules Cambon—the 
governor saw the
prospect of revolt 

A painting depicting the battle at Coudiat-Ati in 1837 

Are older people just  
more right wing?

Sarah Bates takes 
issue with a new 
report which claims to 
show that age is the 
dividing line between 
right wing and  
left wing politics

IS AGE the “key dividing 
line in British politics”? A 
new report from Onward, 
a centre-right think tank, 
seems to think so.

Released last week, 
the “Generation Why” 
research looks at “the 
extraordinary age gap 
that emerged in 2017”.

One of its key findings 
is a change in the “tipping 
point”—the age at which 
a voter is more likely to 
vote Tory than Labour.

Before the 2017 
general election that 
was 34 years old. 

It has now risen to 51. 
Some 83 percent of 

Tory voters are now 
over the age of 45. 

And just 15 percent of 
18-24 year olds said they 
would vote for the party if 
an election was held today.

For anyone who has been 
on recent mobilisations over 
racism, austerity or climate 
change this anti-Tory anger 
among young people will 
come as no surprise. 

And it’s good that new 
generations are fighting 
for a better world. 

But it’s not the case 
that everyone simply 
gets consistently more 
conservative with 
each passing year.

If it was, 
there would 

be no 
point in  
bothering 
with 

politics because everyone 
will just eventually 
start voting Tory. 

And people may have 
more right wing ideas on 
some issues but not others.

For instance, Generation 
Why found that 66 percent 
of those aged 65 and over 
backed the death penalty for 
the most serious crimes. 

For 18-24 year olds the 
figure was 60 percent 
—only mariginally less

Exceptional
Just 26 percent of the oldest 
group thought abortion 
should be “illegal except in 
exceptional circumstances” 
compared to 39 percent 
of the youngest.

Some 62 percent of the 
oldest group backed more 
regulation of business, 
compared to 53 percent 
of the youngest. 

And 42 percent of 
the oldest group backed 
increased taxes to make 
society more equal, 
while just 37 percent 
of the youngest did.

Generation Why isn’t 
the only recent study to 
highlight the differences 
that sometimes exist 
between generations. 

Climate analysists 
Carbon Brief published a 
report looking at how to 
curb carbon emissions.

It said if each person 
had a “carbon budget”, 
a child born today 
would have one that is  

90 percent lower than 
their grandparents.

The report said young 
people “will not have the 
luxury of unmitigated 

emissions enjoyed by 
older generations”. 

But most ordinary 
older people haven’t had 
lives of luxury—they’ve 
had lives spent struggling 
to make ends meet.

The rich of various 
ages are responsible for 
the most environmentally 
damaging behaviour.

Just 15 percent of people 
in Britain take 80 percent 
of airplane flights.

Focusing on age as a 
division between ordinary 
people obscures the most 
fundamental division in 
society—that of class. 

Generation Why concluded 
by advising the Tories 
to “make young people 
materially better off, do 
more to win over ethnic 
minorities, and regain the 
support of young women”.

But the government 
isn’t going to back off 
from attacking ordinary 
people just because a 
think tank advises it to.

Stopping their 
attacks will take a mass 
movement of people of 
all ages on the streets. 

A PROTEST in Washington, US

It’s not the case 
that everyone 
gets more 
conservative 
with each 
passing year

‘‘ 

‘‘ ’’‘‘ ’’

COMMENT‘‘ ’’

Protesting against austerity
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Civil service workers should fight together
by NICK CLARK

ACTION AGAINST job 
losses in the HMRC tax 
offices could spread fol-
lowing a three-day strike 
by workers in west London.

Members of the PCS union 
at an HMRC office in Wolver-
hampton were set to begin 
balloting for strikes from 
Wednesday of this week.

They are fighting plans to 
close their office and relo-
cate it to Birmingham—leav-
ing workers at risk of redun-
dancy if they cannot travel the 
required distance.

If the workers vote to strike, 
they will join PCS members in 
Ealing, west London, who also 
face office closure. Both clo-
sures are part of a Tory plan 
to close tax offices across the 
country.

The workers at Ealing 
struck for three days last 
week. This follows two half-
days and one full day of 
strikes earlier this year.

 One striker told Socialist 
Worker, “We’re still solid. A 
lot of people are supporting 
the cause.”

The Ealing strikers have yet 
to decide on further action. 

But their strikes have inspired 
PCS members in Wolver-
hampton to join the fight—
and members in other offices 
are also considering action.

Managers have attempted 
to intimidate PCS reps on the 
picket line, and have so far 
refused to meet for further 
talks.

But as PCS general secre-
tary Mark Serwotka told a 
strike rally last Wednesday, 
“The other side will always 
wait to see if the union blinks, 
if the members blink.” 

“We have to tell them that’s 
not happening here,” he said.

Workers can fight to stop 
the closure of their office by 
escalating their action and 
helping to build a coordi-
nated fightback across the 
HMRC.

Catering
Meanwhile catering workers 
at the Department for Busi-
ness, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy finished off a three-
day strike over pay last week. 

The workers in central 
London are fighting to be 
paid the London Living Wage 
of £10.55 an hour. 

Currently they are paid just 
£9.01 an hour.

One striker, Maria, told 
Socialist Worker, “London life 
is very expensive—we need 
more money.  Our bills go up 
every year and what we get 
here is not enough to cover 
what we have to pay.

“I’ve been working here 21 

years this month—and in at 
least nine or ten years I never 
had a pay rise.”

Bosses at outsourcer  
Aramark say they can’t afford 
to pay workers the London 
Living Wage. But strikers 
don’t believe them.

Ana said, “They just find 
excuse after excuse. They tell 
us they don’t know what’s 
going to happen with Brexit. 

“But Brexit or no Brexit, 
the service will still run. We 
still run hospitality, we’re still 
serving food in the canteen. 

For them we are just num-
bers—we’re not people.”

Ana said bosses have 
attacked their conditions too. 
“They don’t treat us with dig-
nity,” she said. 

“They tried to cut our lunch 
time. They don’t give us more 
than 20 working days holiday. 

“They don’t give us sick 
pay. If we have a doctors’ 
appointment they always ask 
us to change the date to be 
convenient for them.” 

Determined
Strikers are determined. 
Maria said, “I’m 51 years old 
and I never went on strike 
before. 

“I never understood why 
people went on strike before—
but now I understand why.”

The action has already 
forced Aramark bosses to 
increase workers’ pay from 
the meagre £7.38 an hour that 
it was earlier this year. 

Ana said bosses are trying 
to shut workers up “thinking 
we’ll be happy with £9.01”.

“I’m not happy, and none of 
my colleagues are,” she said. 
“If nothing happens, we are 
going forward for longer. 

“We are all here together 
until the end.”

PCS UNION members on strike in London           Picture:Guy Smallman
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 Attacks on Palestinians  
 lay behind Netanyahu win  
Binyamin Netanyahu was re-elected as Israeli prime minister last week—and 
the result reflects the racist violence of the Israeli state, writes Nick Clark 

 ISRAEL is the sort of state 
where a record of violence, 

racism and war can make someone 
i t s  l o n ges t - se r v i n g  p r i m e 
minister.

Binyamin Netanyahu won his 
third consecutive term as Israeli 
prime minister last week.

He’ll be propped up by right 
wing parties including groups that 
demand a devastating war on Gaza 
and the expulsion of Palestinians.

Netanyahu’s Likud party narrowly 
beat its main opponent, the Blue and 
White party led by Benny Gantz.

Gantz was seen as the “centrist” 
candidate—or even left. Yet on the 
issue of Palestinians, he barely dif-
fered with Netanyahu.

Gantz bragged that—as head of 
Israel’s military during its 2014 war 
on the Gaza Strip—he sent parts of 
Gaza “back to the stone age”.

And like Likud, his party wants 
to keep control of swathes of occu-
pied Palestinian land, and to deny 
Palestinian refugees the right 
to return home. But in an elec-
tion that supposedly wasn’t about 
Palestinians, Palestine was the issue 
that won it for Netanyahu.

Stolen
In the run-up to the election, he prom-
ised to annexe all Israeli settlements  
in the Palestinian West Bank. He 
got US president Donald Trump to 
recognise Israel’s claim to the Golan 
Heights—land stolen from Syria in 
1967.

And on the eve of the election 
he got his vote out by warning that 
Israel faced a “leftist” government.

This,  coupled with support 
from the right wing parties that 
agree with him, guaranteed him  

the election. Politics in Israel is 
defined by two things—the exclu-
sion of Palestinians and defending 
US power in the Middle East.

Israel was founded on the basis of 
achieving a state with a Jewish ethnic 
majority in as much of Palestine as 
possible. When it was established 
in 1948, some 850,000 Palestinians 
were expelled from their homes.

It’s been sustained by billions of 
pounds worth of US aid designed to 
ensure it has the most powerful mili-
tary in the Middle East.

Ingrained
Israel’s military industry and its rela-
tionship with the US are integral to its 
economy and politics.

Meanwhile racism against Arabs is 
ingrained in Israeli society.

So even so-called “left wing” parties  
refuse to allow Palestinian refugees 
the right to return to Israel, and stress 
that they’re committed to protecting 
Israel’s “security”.

As Israel expands settlements 
across the West Bank—land all of 
its major parties want to keep—
the prospect of a separate state for 
Palestinians vanishes. 

Yet annexing Palestinian land 
comes with its Palestinian popula-
tion—threatening Israel’s Jewish 
majority.

So Israel has two options—increase 
violence towards Palestinians or give 
up on the idea of Israel as an exclu-
sively Jewish state. In Israeli politics, 
the latter is unthinkable. 

The only solution is a single, sec-
ular state for Jews and Arabs, with 
equal democratic rights. 

But that means challenging the 
Israeli state—not looking for change 
inside it. BINYAMIN NETANYAHU has a record of violence, racism and war

 It was Trump wot won it
A COMMENT in the Financial 
Times argued last week that 

Netanyahu “owes his re-election” 
to Trump. “Rarely has a US 
president done so much to assist 
a foreign leader to be re-elected,” 
wrote Edward Luce.

Binyamin Netanyahu touted his 
close relationship with Donald 
Trump—and a “peace deal” 
that will hand even more 
Palestinian land to Israel.

Details of the deal—
branded the “deal of the 
century” by Trump—
have been kept 
secret. But apparent 
leaks suggest it will 
hand land in the 
occupied West Bank 
to Israel, and allow 

Israel to keep “security control” 
over Palestinian territory.

Meanwhile it will deny 
Palestinians a capital anywhere in 
Jerusalem, and US officials have 
refused to confirm that the deal 
gives Palestinians their own state.

Trump has previously said he’s 
not committed to a two-state  
solution, and given signals that 
he supports Israel’s claim 
to Palestinian land. He has 
already recognised all of 

Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 
And since his election, 
Israel has accelerated 
its settlement-building 
in the West Bank.

Far from ending the 
occupation, Trump’s deal 
would make it permanent.

‘They are all united in hate’
THERE WAS a reported low turnout 
in the elections by Palestinian 
citizens of Israel. 

Often referred to as “Arab 
Israelis,” they are Palestinians who 
managed to remain after Israel was 
created in 1948.

Some commentators blamed a 
split in the Arab parties, which had 
previously run together. 

This agreement broke apart 
earlier this year.

But many Palestinians in Israel 
refused to participate in a political 
system that excludes them.

A “Nation State” law passed last 
year confirmed that Israel was a 
state for its Jewish citizens only. 

And both main parties ran 

campaigns that cast Arabs as the 
enemy of Israel.

One Palestinian, Rafik, told The 
Independent news website, “The 
country is becoming far right and 
blatantly anti-Arab.

“I usually vote for the Arab 
parties but they have given us 
nothing. Go to the polls for what?”

Student Joul Elias said not 
voting was “an attempt to boycott 
the body that actively tries to erase 
our Palestinian identity”.

And shop owner Khaled 
Salaymeh told the Jeruslaem Post, 
“The Zionist parties may disagree 
on everything, but when it comes 
to the Arabs, they are all united in 
their hatred for us.”

Donald Trump

Supporter calls 
for ‘liquidation’

 FORMER defence 
secretary Avigdor 

Lieberman (above) has 
repeatedly demanded 
war on the Gaza Strip 
until Hamas, the group 
that runs Gaza, is 
destroyed.

The Yisrael Beiteinu 
party leader resigned 
last year after 
Netanyahu agreed to 
stop a bombardment of 
the strip. Now he has 
reportedly demanded 
the “liquidation” of 
Hamas in return for 
backing Netanyahu.

Nasty coalition 
of the far right

 THE United Right 
coalition of far 

right parties is part of 
Netanyahu’s coalition.

It includes Jewish 
Home, whose support 
is based in the settler 
movement that 
established “outposts” 
on occupied Palestinian 
land (pictured).

It also involves 
Otzma Yehudit—which 
advocates taking over all 
Palestinian land.

Extremists in 
government  

 BEZALEL Smotrich 
(above), leader 

of the Tkuma party, 
is in Netanyahu’s 
government.

Even Trump’s “deal 
of the century” looks 
too soft for him. He said 
he would never accept 
“a plan that is going 
to establish a terrorist 
state” on Israel’s border.
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Baggage strikes set 
to go at airports 
HUNDREDS OF baggage 
handlers and check-in staff at 
London’s Heathrow and Luton 
airports are set to strike 
against low pay.

Some 300 Unite union 
members at Heathrow are 
due to strike from 26 April 
over a six year pay freeze and 
for the London Living Wage.

And at Luton airport around 
120 workers are due to strike 
for a week from 26 April. 

EDL fascists get the 
boot in Wellington
FEWER THAN a dozen 
members of the fascist 
English Defence League (EDL) 
turned out in Wellington, 
Shropshire, for the group’s 
first national rally of the year.

The EDL was unable to hold 
its planned march as they 
were outnumbered by around 
100 counter-demonstrators 
organised by Unite Against 
Fascism and Stand Up To 
Racism groups.

Newham workers 
want £20,000 back
BIN WORKERS in Newham, 
east London, are balloting for 
strikes after a failed council 
re-grading scheme has robbed 
them of more than £20,000.

The 45 Unite union 
members have been waiting 
12 years for their Labour 
council to progress them 
through the grading structure.

Unite estimates workers 
have lost up to £1,760 a year. 

Not just a strike,  
it’s an M&S strike
WORKERS AT Marks & 
Spencer (M&S) supplier 
Bakkavor in Bo’Ness, West 
Lothian, struck last week.

Bosses had offered a 
derisory 2.27 percent pay 
rise which, for the lowest 
paid workers, equates to an 
increase of just 6p an hour.

The workers’ GMB union 
also held a day of action this 
week. 

The plant supplies M&S 
and other firms with ready 
meals and prepared salads 

Asda workers won’t 
get paid for breaks
AROUND 60,000 Asda 
supermarket workers face 
outrageous attacks in return 
for a pay deal.

Workers would no longer 
be paid for breaks and would 
have to work bank holidays. 
Pay would rise to £9 an hour.

The GMB union said it will 
fight imposed contracts.

Novel push for pay 
rise at Waterstones
WORKERS AT Waterstones 
bookshops have handed in a 
petition to bosses calling for 
higher wages. 

So far almost 9,500 people 
have signed up. 
lSign  the petition at bit.ly/
WaterstonesPetition

 The bosses go nuclear 
over strike at Sellafield
OUTSOURCER MITIE has 
turned to bullying measures in 
an effort to weaken a strike at 
Sellafield nuclear processing 
plant which was set to start on 
Friday this week.

Mitie bosses threatened 
workers with disciplinary 
action if they did not reveal 
if they were Unite union 
members and were intending 
to strike.

The threat came as workers 
employed as security guards, 
cleaners, catering, vending 
and laundry operatives were 
preparing to take part in two 
ten-day strikes over pay rates 
of just £8.45 per hour.

Unite’s legal team has 
written to Mitie warning them 
that their tactics are illegal.

The first strike was set to 
begin on Friday this week and 
end on 29 April. A further 

strike is planned from Saturday 
4 May to Monday 13 May. 

n WORKERS employed 
by Mitie at London’s City 
airport are being balloted 
over a new pay offer that 
came after a unanimous 
vote for industrial action.

The dispute involves  
32 security guards and those 
who provide assistance to 
people with mobility issues. 

The Unite union members 
will vote on the offer of 
paying the London Living 
Wage, currently £10.55 an 
hour, from 1 July this year.

However, Unite warned 
that the offer does not 
address all its concerns.

These include demands 
for improved sick pay, 
adequate rest break facilities 
and recognition of Unite 

for collective bargaining 
purposes.

nSECURITY STAFF at 
Southampton General 
Hospital who are employed 
by Mitie were set to stage 
their second strike on 
Thursday of this week

nTHERE IS plenty of money 
to settle all these strikes 
in the workers’ favour.

Mitie told stock markets 
last month that it expects 
profits and revenue to rise.

In a trading update for the 
year to the end of March, the 
company said it estimated its 
operating profit would be in 
the range of £84 million to 
£87 million.

This is an increase from 
£83 million profit the 
previous year.

THE GMB union held protests against outsourcer ISS at hospitals last week—including at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Greenwich, Princess Royal Hospital in Orpington (above) and 
Kingston hospital. The union says ISS “bulldozes workers’ basic rights” on pay and conditions

 Firefighters reject ‘insulting 
proposal’ over new duties
FIREFIGHTERS have 
overwhelmingly rejected 
a proposal to enter into 
open-ended contracts. 

In a consultative ballot, 
97 percent of FBU union 
members said no to an 
employers’ proposal 
that would have seen 
locally-imposed expansion of a 
firefighter’s role. 

The union argued this 
could allow local employers 
to expand a firefighter’s 
role at will and without 
boundaries.

The turnout in the ballot 
was 58 percent.

Firefighters’ pay has been 

frozen or capped below 
inflation for nearly a decade.

Employers proposed a 
13.6 percent pay raise over the 
course of three years. 

However, there was no 
guarantee that firefighters 
would actually be paid 
it as employers had not 
received any indication that 
government was willing to 
provide the necessary funding.

The FBU’s executive council 
will consider the next steps.  

FBU general secretary Matt 
Wrack said, “This ballot has 
proven beyond doubt the 
anger that FBU members feel 
at this insulting proposal.”

ISS FIREFIGHTERS

OBITUARY
Matt Gardiner 
1939-2019
IT IS with great sadness that 
we learned of the death of our 
comrade Matt Gardiner. 

Although he had been 
ill for some time, we saw 
Matt regularly and we were 
shocked to hear he had died.

Matt had been a merchant 
seaman and a skilled manual 
worker in a number of 
workplaces. Later, after he 
had the opportunity of going 
to university, he was a social 
care worker and a teacher. 

Matt had an unshakeable 
belief in the working class as 
the agent of change in society.

While a teacher, he was 
an active member of the EIS 
union. His wide range of 
experiences, and the fact that 

he had been in the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) since 
January 1983, made Matt a 
continual source of wisdom to 
comrades in Glasgow. 

Matt read widely and he 
never stopped questioning the 
injustices of the system. 

This sense of justice, his 
anti-racism and his socialism 
were allied to a strong sense 

of humour, modesty and 
a commitment to socialist 
activity.

This meant that despite 
his illness, he made a real 
effort to come and contribute 
to socialist and anti-racist 
meetings.

Matt was proud to sell 
Socialist Worker and was 
a founding member of the 
Cumbernauld SWP branch. 

Matt spent much time 
with his long-term partner, 
Eleanor, to whom he had 
been married for 48 years.

He had two sons, Chris who 
survives him, and Jeremy, 
who died from multiple 
sclerosis at age five. Our 
thoughts go out to his family.

Matt will be sadly missed.
Henry Maitles, Helen Blair, 
and Charlie McKinnon 
of Glasgow SWP

Matt Gardiner

COLLEGESMITIE

Three colleges in pay fight  
WORKERS AT three colleges 
struck last week over pay. The 
action was part of a wave of 
walkouts by colleges across 
England in protest at years of 
real terms pay cuts.

At Coventry, UCU union 
members struck for three days. 
There was a good spirited 
picket line that was around 
50-strong on the Tuesday. 

Some 92 percent had voted 
to strike in a ballot.

Pickets played Bob Marley 
songs and there were lots of 
honks in support of the strikers 
from passing traffic.

UCU members at 
Warwickshire College began 
a two-day strike on the same 
day, while those at City of 
Wolverhampton College struck 
for three days from Monday. 

At Warwickshire, 76 percent 
had backed strikes in a 
ballot, and 91 percent had 
voted for strikes at City of 
Wolverhampton.

The action follows strikes at 
five colleges last month, 12 in 
January and six last November. 

The union is calling for a 
5 percent pay rise or £1,500, 
whichever is greater.

TEACHERS ORGREAVE JUSTICE

NEU UNION members 
at Shrewsbury Colleges 
Group have now held seven 
days of strikes over lesson 
observations which lead to 
teachers being assigned a 
category. 

A wide range of research 
shows that any assessment 
of the quality of a lesson 
is both subjective and 
unreliable. 

Teachers’ mental health 
is under threat as a result 
of such judgements, and 
some teachers leave the 
profession following negative 
judgements. 

Members remain angry 
that management do not 
reflect on the research,

They could adopt 
more developmental and 
supportive models—as has 
been suggested by the union. 

When the teachers return 
to work after the Easter 
break they will be on strike 
again on 1 May and 2 May.

CAMPAIGNERS WILL mark 
the 35th anniversary of the 
Battle of Orgreave with a rally 
in June. 

The battle took place when 
police attacked striking miners 
at the Orgreave coking plant in 
Sheffield in June 1984, during 
the Miners’ Strike. 

Cops then framed dozens of 
miners for riot.

The Orgreave Truth and 
Justice Campaign is calling for 
a public inquiry into the way 
miners were treated.

Organisers have called on 
supporters to bring “banners, 
placards, drums, whistles, 
family and friends”.

“Let’s show the government 
we will not be silenced, we 
won’t go away and our vibrant 
campaign for truth and 
justice goes from strength to 
strength,” they said.
lOrgreave 35th anniversary 
rally, Sat 15 June, 1pm, 
Orgreave Lane, Sheffield  
S13 9NE

Picketing in Wolverhampton
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Cuts force teachers to  
‘scrabble’ for resources 
by SADIE ROBINSON in Liverpool 

SAVAGE ATTACKS on 
school funding were a  
dominant theme at the 
NEU education union’s 
first annual conference in 
Liverpool this week.

The NEU said £1.2 billion 
has been lost from special 
needs provision in England 
since 2015 due to funding 
shortfalls. 

Support staff and teachers 
have been cut, leaving those 
remaining with impossible 
workloads.

Delegates passed a motion 
agreeing to prioritise the 
campaign to increase school 
funding. 

Tim Hodge from Devon 
described how one restruc-
ture plan at a multi-academy 
trust in Devon is putting  
50 jobs at risk.

Support
“In our union and our sister 
union the NASUWT there 
was unanimous support for 
action,” said Tim. 

“We need to send out the 
strongest message to educa-
tion secretary Damian Hinds 
and his gang.”

There were horror stories 
about what the cuts mean in 
schools.

Jona than  Redd i f o rd 
from the union’s national 

e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e 
described children having 
to take pictures of textbook 
pages and then read them 
from small screens. 

“The rich are getting 
richer,” he said. 

“Yet I have to scrabble 
around so that children have 
even one textbook between 
two. 

“It shows the contempt this 

government has for the chil-
dren we are teaching.” 

E m m a  P a r k e r  f r o m 
Durham said school workers 
are buying “essentials such as 
pens, paper and toilet rolls”. 

J e n n y  J o n e s  f r o m 
Wandsworth, south London, 
said she had spent £735.88 
so far this academic year on 
materials for the classroom.

S i m o n  M u r c h  f r o m 

Sheffield argued, “We need 
to re-evaluate our campaigns. 
There is a danger of waiting 
for Labour instead of piling 
pressure on the Tories.

“We should be launch-
ing a major campaign with a 
 programme of regional and 
local rallies.”

An amendment to the 
motion instructed the union 
to “prepare to conduct a 

further indicative ballot at 
an appropriate time” if the 
Tories don’t back down.  

One delegate argued 
against this, saying it would 
not “succeed”.

An initial indicative ballot 
on whether teachers would 
back strikes to win more 
school funding saw a huge 
yes vote of over 80 percent. 

But the turnout was  
31.4 percent.

Turnout 
In a live ballot, this would not 
meet the Tories’ 50 percent 
turnout threshold in order to 
hold a legal strike.

Alex Kenny from the 
national executive told con-
ference, “We can win a ballot. 

“ W e  c a n  b e a t  t h e 
 thresholds—if we go back 
to members and build this  
campaign in a serious way.”

D a v e  D a v i e s  f r o m 
Hackney agreed, “We can be 
ballot-ready.

“There are job losses hap-
pening now. We cannot stand 
by and allow them to happen 
without taking some kind of 
action.”

Unfortunately the motions 
passed were vague and 
lacked any sense of urgency 
to stop the cuts. 

The scale of resistance 
must rise to successfully 
defend workers’ conditions 
and education.

EXAMS 

Delegates back ballot to 
boycott hated Sats tests
NEU UNION members 
passed a motion calling for 
a ballot of all primary school 
members for a boycott of 
the hated Sats tests.

The action would affect 
tests in the academic year 
starting this September, 
with a ballot in England set 
to take place in the autumn.

The motion was narrowly 
passed by 56 percent in 
favour and 44 percent 
against.

Many delegates, 
including Socialist Workers 
Party members, argued 
that the timescale makes 
winning a 50 percent legal 
turnout difficult.

There were fears 
that failing to meet the 
turnout would demoralise 
campaigners. But there 

is also widespread anger 
at the impact of Sats on 
children and a clear mood 
to resist them.

An amendment by the 
leadership arguing that a 
ballot was “not currently 
the most appropriate tactic” 
was lost.

Fran, a primary school 
teacher in south London, 
told Socialist Worker, “We 
need to go all-out to win 
this ballot. 

Activists need to hold 
school-based meetings 
to discuss the ballot, and 
we also need to get into 
schools that don’t yet have 
NEU reps.”

The union executive 
was set to meet during 
conference to discuss an 
action plan.

TEACHER JENNY Jones spent £735.88 of her own money on classroom materials Picture: Neu

BROAD LEFT

Left learns 
lessons from 
US teachers
ACTIVISTS LAUNCHED a 
new left group within the 
NEU at the union’s annual 
conference. 

More than 140 people met 
to discuss creating fighting 
unions at the NEU Left 
meeting last Sunday. 

Jen Johnson from the 
Chicago Teachers’ Union 
described how teachers had 
built a rank and file group 
there. She said it was driven 
by frustration at the failure 
of the union to take action 
to defend teachers’ jobs and 
stop school closures.

Mass strikes in Chicago in 

2012 succeeded in pushing 
back a number of planned 
attacks on schools.

Teacher Nalini said the 
formation of the NEU Left 
was “long overdue”. 

“We face lots of issues, 
such as black children being 
excluded and unconscious 
bias in classrooms,” she said.

“I hope the new NEU Left 
can help teachers, especially 
new teachers, to understand 
these problems and do 
something about them.”
lFor a longer version go to  
bit.ly/NEULeftLaunch

NEU UNION CONFERENCE 

US teacher Jen Johnson

Education union votes to 
join Stand Up To Racism 
THE NEU union conference 
voted to affiliate to Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR), Love 
Music Hate Racism, and 
Hope Not Hate. A motion 
passed condemning rising 
Islamophobia, antisemitism 
and the impact of the Tories’ 
“hostile environment”.

Fay from east London told 
conference about the SUTR 
mobilisations that Redbridge 
NEU has supported. 

She spoke about the need to 
build on successes such as the 
200,000-strong protest against 
the far right AfD in Germany.

Following the vote, joint 
NEU general secretary Kevin 
Courtney said the union would 
give “clear guidance to schools” 
about tackling racism.

He said schools are “well 
placed to reinforce the 
importance of a tolerant and 
inclusive society”. But he 

added, “Schools cannot control 
what happens outside of the 
school gates and government 
needs radical policies to reduce 
the stark inequality which we 
know exists in society.”

Around 170 people attended 
an SUTR fringe meeting. 
Former teacher Jo Lang spoke 
about Blair Peach, who died 
40 years ago this month after 
being attacked by the cops on 
an anti-fascist protest.

ANTI-RACISM 

Saying no to racism 

LGBT+

Celebrate LGBT+ in school
DELEGATES passed an 
emergency motion in 
defence of LGBT+ inclusive 
relationship and sex (RSE) 
education.

It comes after some 
Birmingham schools dropped 
LGBT+ lessons amid parent 
protests.

It also follows high-profile 
Tories, such as Andrea 
Leadsom, making homophobic 
comments about education. 

The motion said the NEU 
“should oppose any attempts to 
go back to the days of Section 
28”. This saw teachers banned 
from portraying same-sex 
relationships as equal with 
heterosexual relationships.

Annette Pryce from the 
union’s national executive 
committee moved the motion. 
She said not teaching about 
LGBT+ relationships meant 
giving children “an untrue 
version of the world we live 
in”.

“This generation won’t grow 

up in ignorance and shame.”  
An amendment was passed 
calling for the government to 
make “teaching about LGBT+ 
relationships compulsory at all 
stages of the curriculum”.

It also said that the teaching 
of RSE must not be linked 
to the Prevent strategy or to 
“British values”.

Doug Morgan from 
Birmingham told delegates, 
“The protests at Birmingham 
schools have been homophobic, 
whether this has been driven 
by faith or concerns about 
age-appropriate education.

“All schools should 
teach about all parts of our 
community.”

Katherine Harris from 
Barnet pointed out, “There 
are lots and lots and lots of 
Muslims who are LGBT+.”

She said the row over 
LGBT+ RSE shouldn’t be used 
to paint religion as the problem. 
lFor a longer version go to  
bit.ly/NEULGBTdebate
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   DON’T LET MAY  
  OFF THE HOOK 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

THERESA MAY found 
no respite on her Easter 
 walking holiday in North 
Wales. 

European Union (EU) 
leaders last week agreed to 
delay Brexit until 31 October. 
But there has been no let up 
in Tory MPs drawing up “war 
books” in the battle to suc-
ceed May as party leader and 
prime minister. 

One Tory adviser told 
the Daily Telegraph news-
paper, “The biggest feature 
in Westminster is people 
 looking for dirt on others.

“The main focus is how to 
take people down.” 

Kneecap
They  added  tha t  the 
 leadership race is “not a 
battle of ideas” but “people 
trying to kneecap each other”. 

This war of succession will 
deepen the Tory divisions 
over Brexit. And the war 
could drag on, as May has 
only committed to stepping 
down after MPs pass her EU 
Withdrawal Agreement.

Parliament has already 
rejeced May’s deal three 

times—and there has been 
no significant shift in the bal-
ance of forces among MPs. 

The defeats have largely 
been at the hands of sec-
tions of the the European 
Research Group of right wing 
Brexiteers.

They have refused to 
back any deal opposed by 

the bigots of the Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP), which 
has propped up May since she 
lost her majority at the last 
general election.

May is attempting to 
get around the impasse by 
 holding talks with the Labour 
leadership. 

Labour already supports 

key parts of her abysmal deal. 
Shamefully, it also pledges to 
end freedom of movement 
for EU workers. 

And, Labour is attempting 
to present itself as being on 
the side of big business by 
backing a  customs union.

The Financial  Times 
 newspaper last week quoted 

a spokesperson for Jeremy 
Corbyn saying,  “We’ve 
made clear we will move 
off our core position” and it 
cited “Labour’s willingness 
to accept EU single market 
membership, including the 
bloc’s state-aid rules.”

That would mean curbs 
on nationalisation and other 

intervention in industry. 
This would be a disaster for 
Corbyn’s more radical eco-
nomic policies.

Talks were set to resume 
this week, but neither side 
appeared to be in a hurry to 
sign up.

May’s negotiations with 
Corbyn have ignited Tory MPs’ 
wildest fantasies of “Marxists” 
running the country.

And Labour can see the 
Tories’ are haemorrhaging 
votes to forces further to their 
right, such as Nigel Farage’s 
Brexit Party and Ukip.

The Tory divisions provide 
a golden opportunity to drive 
them out.

But while the talks go on 
there is not concerted drive to 
force a general election.

Meanwhile, the Tories 
plough ahead with NHS pri-
vatisation, dismantling the 
welfare state,  deporting 
migrants and other crimes.

Stopping them requires 
protests and strikes now to 
drive out the Tory regime of 
austerity and racism.

THE EU leaders ignored Theresa May’s pleas

 Step up defence of workers’ freedom of movement
THE BEST vision of Brexit 
would say “Yes to freedom 
of movement” and “No 
to the single market”.

The single market’s 
rules act as a neoliberal 
straitjacket and a 
curb on change. 

For instance, they 
would stop a left wing 
government nationalising a 
whole industry or sector to 
run it as a public service.

But these same rules  
allow capitalists to move 
their assets freely across 
Europe to where they 
can make most profits.

Tackling the economic, 
social and climate crises 
requires an economy 
where resources are 
directed on the basis of 

people’s needs, not on the 
basis of bosses’ profits. 

While capital shouldn’t 
be allowed to roam the 
globe, people should 
have more right to move 
where they want. 

EU migrants are not to 
blame for declining wages, 
overcrowded classrooms 
or long waiting times in 
the NHS. The 3 million 
people living here should 
have the right to stay 
without any applications.

And free movement 
should be extended 
beyond the deadly borders 
of “Fortress Europe”. 
These lock out refugees 
and migrants and force 
them to take deadly 
routes across the sea. Hospital workers know migrants are crucial to the NHS

Sajid Javid’s life of crimes
TORY HOME secretary 
Sajid Javid once 
again tried to prove 
his credentials as 
a Tory leadership 
candidate on Monday.

He claimed to have 
grown up on Britain’s 
“most dangerous street” 
and “could have turned 
out to have a life of 
crime myself”.

But instead of 
shoplifting, Javid 
chose a much more 
destructive path—
becoming first 
a banker, 
then a Tory 
MP and 
cabinet 
minister. 

Javid has been 
desperate to prove to 
the Tories’ base that 
he is right wing and 
racist enough to lead. 

He headed up the 
Tory-manufactured 
crisis over the small 
number refugees making 
it across the English 
Channel in January. 

Meanwhile, Amber 
Rudd has been touted 
as a “king-maker” 
who could swing 
Remain-supporting 
Tories behind Boris 

Johnson. 
She 

presided over 
the Windrush 
scandal. 

Javid—guilty

On other pages..
Are the Tories facing an 
existential crisis? >>Page 6
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