
 

  DON’T LET
 THEM WIN

 NAZI ROBINSON RACIST FARAGE BIGOT BATTEN

THE TRUTH ABOUT TOMMY ROBINSON
Special Socialist Worker dossier exposing what he REALLY stands for...  
and the powerful backers lurking behind him
>>Pages 9,10&11

How do we build a climate 
movement that wins?

Sadie Robinson looks at a new booklet by 
the Extinction Rebellion founder >>Pages 14&15

A million species at 
risk of extinction

Damning reports show 
action now is vital >>Page 3
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HEALTH 

Contaminated 
blood inquiry 
hears from victims
VICTIMS OF the 
contaminated blood scandal 
were treated like “dirt” 
an inquiry has heard. 

Thousands of people were 
given blood or blood products 
contaminated with HIV or 
Hepatitis C in the late 1970s 
and 1980s.  

Governments were warned 
that the products were unsafe.   
>>Page 6

PALESTINE

Israel ‘prepares 
to continue’ 
killing in Gaza 
ISRAELI PRIME minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu  
said his military is 
“preparing to continue” 
its violence on the 
Gaza Strip following 
an assault that killed at 
least 25 Palestinians.

Israel came close to 
launching a new invasion of 
Gaza last weekend. 
>>Page 20

LOCAL ELECTIONS 

Election results  
show mainstream 
politics is in crisis
LOCAL ELECTIONS in 
England last week were a 
shattering blow to the Tories. 

In their worst result since 
1995, Conservatives lost 
1,334 councillors. 

But Labour also suffered 
losses despite facing a 
shambolic government.
>>Pages 5&17 
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lA FORMER police officer 
swindled £12,000 in 

benefits by saying she was 
ill with hip pain but posted 
pictures on Facebook of herself 
riding and skating, Cardiff 
magistrates' court was told.

Suzanne Wibley of Penarth 
was given a 12-month 
community order.

Is the latest royal parasite 
enough to save Theresa May?
THE ARRIVAL of royal baby 
Sussex on Monday was 
met with polite indifference 
by most people who don’t 
work in newspaper offices.

The father, who only ever 
wore a Nazi costume for a 
laugh, however seemed a 
little confused by what had 
happened.

The Royal announcement 
said, “The Duke of Sussex 
was present for the birth.”

T h e  D u k e  h i m s e l f 
announced,  “How any 
woman does what they do 
is beyond comprehension. I 
haven’t been at many births.

“This is definitely my first 
birth.” 

It may have been a home 
birth, which means we sort 
of got value for money after 
spending £3 million doing 
up Frogmore Cottage for the 
couple.

Young Sussex will be 

seventh in line to the throne. 
Which, according to rules 

that nobody outside of the 
Daily Mail understands, 
means he isn’t a royal 
highness. 

But  he  immedia te ly 
b e c a m e  t h e  D u k e  o f 

Dunbarton before he even 
had a name. Which is nice.

lTHERESA MAY was 
no doubt glad of the 

momentary distraction the 
Royal breeding may have 
al lowed.  Last  week she 

settled her female cabinet 
ministers into London’s 
 opulent Goring Hotel.

Treasury secretary Liz 
Truss decided to ask a waiter 
to snap the Cabinet women 
on her mobile.

So we know May and her 
colleagues were lavishly 
wined and dined by Lubov 
Chernukhin—wife of  a 
former Vladimir Putin crony.

S h e  w o n  t h e m  f o r 
£135,000 in a Tory auction.

Only a minister with the 
political nous of a gerbil 
would advertise taking 
Russian dosh. In a hotel 
with £2,500-a-night rooms. 
In the week voters went to 
the polls.

Chernukhin has form for 
this. 

F i ve  year s  ago  she 
stumped up £160,000 to play 
tennis with David Cameron 
and Boris Johnson.

l THERESA MAY’S town hall election 
humiliation was assured when her chief 

of staff Gavin Barwell—who wrote a book 
on how to win a marginal Commons seat 
before promptly losing his—announced he 
was hitting the campaign trail last week for 
Woking Tory council hopeful Jonny Cope. 
“Fingers crossed,” tweeted Gavin. Needless 
to say, Cope duly came a poor second.

Britain gassing monkeys 
to help the US military
THE government has 
raked in more than 
£50 million doing 
weapons tests on animals 
for the US military.

Since 2012, the 
US government has 
funded hundreds of 
tests on monkeys, 
pigs, rabbits and mice 
at labs in Wiltshire.

Animals were 
infected with some 
of the world’s most 
dangerous biological 
agents, including 
Ebola and anthrax.

Others saw animals 
exposed to chemical 
weapons such as mustard 
gas and phosgene.

Phosgene was 
responsible for up 

to 85 percent of the 
100,000 chemical 
weapons deaths in 
the First World War.

The tests were 
conducted at the 
Defence Science and 
Technology Laboratory 
at Porton Down. 

Some military tests on 
animals, such as those 
using nerve agents, are 
banned in the US.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I realise my 
obituary will say 
I did but I swear 
on my children’s 
lives I did not’ 
Gavin Williamson denies being 
the source of the Huawei leak 
that led to his sacking as 
defence secretary

‘Oh yes, I’m really 
going to tell you 
his name’
Nigel Farage won’t say who 
gave the Brexit Party £100,000

‘I walked into 
my office and 
my team were 
standing  
on tables  
screaming’ 
Tory MP Robert Halfon saying 
that a new outbreak of vermin 
in parliament had eaten 
through a box of tea

‘Africa has got 
the capitalist 
bug in the last 
20 years since I 
started coming 
here and they 
look at Britain 
and they want 
Britain to be part 
of Africa’
Foreign secretary Jeremy Hunt 
continues the tradition of fools 
in the Foreign Office 
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Williamson spat out 
crab and cut cupboard   
FORMER defence 
secretary Gavin 
Williamson slashed a 
cupboard door as he 
played with a ceremonial 
sword, it has emerged.

Blunderer Williamson 
was fired for allegedly 
leaking secrets. And it 
at least stopped him 
invading China.

Ex-aide Rob Golledge 
also revealed how live 
crickets to be eaten by 
Williamson’s pet tarantula 
escaped, and how he 
squirted an Australian 
minister with bits of crab.

He said, “The parties 
went for a crab lunch 
overlooking Sydney 
harbour. Trying to 
open his claw, Gavin 
propelled its contents 

over the senator.”
But it “broke the 

ice” and was key to 
striking a deal to sell 
British warships.

His boss also left a 
McDonald’s takeaway 
bag in his ministerial red 
box, Golledge added.

Williamson believes 
he lost his cabinet 
job in a “shabby and 
discredited witch hunt”.

Dress code for 
record really 
means dress  
An NHS nurse who ran 
the London Marathon was 
told her Guinness World 
Record attempt would not 
count because she was not 
wearing a dress.

Jessica Anderson 
(above) has been working 
for the Royal London 
Hospital’s acute admission 
unit for seven years.

Her scrubs and trousers 
did not match the uniform 
criteria.

Guinness World Record 
rules stipulate that a 
nurse’s uniform must 
include a blue or white 
dress, a white pinafore 
apron and a traditional 
white nurse’s cap. 

Anderson was told 
that scrubs could be 
confused with the fancy 
dress requirements for a 
doctor’s uniform.

She beat the current 
record of 3:08:54 by 
32 seconds.

Gavin Barwell

Secret lab

Cops fined for 
restraint death
COPS were fined £234,500 
over the restraint of an 
arrested man who later 
died.

Thomas Orchard (above) 
collapsed in cells after 
having a belt on his face 
for over five minutes.

Judge Julian Lambert 
said the emergency 
response belt was meant 
for limbs and a policy 
to put it on faces was 
taken “without any risk 
assessment or research”. 
Church caretaker Orchard 
was held for a suspected 
public order offence in 
Exeter, Devon, in 2012.

He had a cardiac arrest 
and died in hospital.

In 2018, Devon and 
Cornwall Police admitted 
breaches of the Health and 
Safety at Work Act.

Last month the judge 
said he could not be sure 
the belt contributed to the 
death. He also ordered the 
force to pay £20,515 costs 
at Bristol crown court.

 £135,000 WORTH of Tory diners

Gavin Williamson (left)



Actions a 
roaring 
success
EXTINCTION Rebellion 
(XR) activists across Britain 
continued their campaigning 
last weekend.

In Glasgow, XR activists 
took an anti-fossil fuel 
message to a huge march for 
Scottish independence last 
Saturday (see page 7). 

They handed out a leaflet 
that argued, “We do not have 
the luxury of waiting until 
independence to act to save 
our planet—we must begin 
the change now.”

Many May Day marches 
had speeches from school 
strikers and XR activists. 

The Medway 
demonstration in Kent 
was organised around the 
theme of “climate jobs” and 
included an XR speaker.

In Chesterfield, Derbyshire, 
14 year old Lalla Waddington 
opened the May Day march. 
She spoke about her 
experience as part of the 
school strikes for the climate. 

Activists in Swansea 
protested on Tuesday of 
this week against plans to 
construct a new incinerator 
by chaining the gates of 
a waste disposal centre. 
A decision on whether 
permission was to be granted 
for the project was due that 
day.

In Manchester, XR’s weekly 
organising meeting saw over 
200 gather, with many new 
activists inspired by April’s 
International Rebellion. 

In Hackney, east London, 
activists are organising 
to be part of anti-Trump 
demonstrations when the 
world’s biggest climate 
denier comes to Britain in 
June.

And Extinction Rebellion 
activists plan a march 
in central London on 
International Mother’s Day 
this Sunday to “unleash the 
mighty roar of the lioness”.

Speeches and songs 
will be made in Parliament 
Square to show solidarity for 
mothers already affected by 
climate change.

 ‘Transformative change’  
 needed to halt extinction 
by SARAH BATES

THE SCALE of climate chaos 
continued to be revealed with two 
new reports released last week. 

They underline why the school 
student strikes and the Extinction 
Rebellion mobilisations must be just 
the start of action over the issue.

A landmark analysis released 
on Monday showed how over one  
million animal and plant species are 
threatened with extinction, many 
within decades. 

And another—produced by the 
Committee on Climate Change 
(CCC)—looked at how Britain could 
cut carbon emissions down to almost 
zero by 2050.

It said an earlier deadline wasn’t 
possible, but that the  temperature 
rise might not go above 1.5 degrees 
if every other country followed a 
 similar timeline. 

Scientists warn that a two degree 
rise or higher would be catastrophic 
for the climate. 

But the deadline of 2050 is far too 
late to avoid climate catastrophe. 
And climate change is a process that 
is already playing out.

A report by the Intergovernmental 
Sc i ence -Po l i cy  P la t fo rm on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 
(Ipbes) was released on Monday. 

Destruction
It showed how human activity has 
caused destruction of natural ecosys-
tems, and said climate breakdown  
threatens species extinction and the 
lives of ordinary people.

The Earth has entered the sixth 
period of “mass extinction”—where 
rates of species extinction are vastly 
elevated. 

A central factor is habitat loss—
caused by climate change and human 
action. 

For instance, the report said that 
around half a million land-based 

species don’t have enough habitat to 
survive long term. 

Food production is at risk. The 
decline of pollinators such as bees 
threatens important crops, while 
soil degradation has reduced the 
productivity of 23 percent of land.  

Ipbes ranked the five direct drivers 
of change in nature. Changes in land 
and sea use came top, followed by 
direct exploitation of organisms, cli-
mate change, pollution and invasive 
alien species.

Three quarters of land globally 
has been significantly altered by 
humans, and two thirds of the marine 
 environment has been changed.

Intensive
Forests have been destroyed to 
make way for livestock and crops, 
 alongside intensive farming  methods 
which dangerously erode soil quality. 

The report calls for “transforma-
tive changes across economic, social, 
political and technological factors”.

Ipbes chair Robert Watson 
said that this change “can expect 

opposition from those with interests 
vested in the status quo, but also that 
such opposition can be  overcome for 
the broader public good”. 

Those with “vested interests” that 
Ibpes mentions include fossil fuel  fat 
cats, airport corporations, shipping 
magnates—and the politicians who 
support them.

They will resist any attempt to 
challenge the system that protects 
their profits—no matter what conse-
quence for animal and plant species. 

It will take a bigger movement 
involving millions of people to create 
a sustainable socialist society that 
can work in the interests of ordinary 
people and for the protection of the 
planet.
For Extinction Rebellion activity in your 
local area go to rebellion.earth

A DEMONSTRATION for biodiversity in Paris last Saturday 

Climate emergency declared
MPs PASSED a motion in 
parliament declaring a climate 
emergency on Wednesday of last 
week. 

Up to 1,000 protesters gathered 
in Parliament Square as MPs 
prepared to vote on the motion, 
proposed by Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn.

Drew told Socialist Worker, “If 
the message comes from the top 
that climate change is serious, it 
shows it’s not just hippies who think 
that.”

Speakers at the demonstration 
called for action.

Jeremy Corbyn told the crowd, 
“We need serious action on a global 
scale. 

“Today is a huge step forward 

but a step forward itself won’t make 
change.”

But the overwhelming sense was 
that activists don’t trust politicians—
and want a real say in how change 
is made.

Protester Sydney said, “Politicians 
want to be seen to be saying the 
right thing but the government is so 
hypocritical.”

The protest was backed by Labour 
left group Momentum, Youth 
Strike 4 Climate, Campaign Against 
Climate Change, Labour for a Green 
New Deal and People & Planet.

The High Court announced on the 
same day that campaigners had lost 
their attempts to stop the expansion 
of Heathrow Airport.
Longer online at bit.ly/CEmergency

Species of amphibians risk extinction

School students strike
SCHOOL STUDENTS are keeping 
up the pressure to demand 
urgent action on climate change.

The Fridays for Future group 
said there were strikes in  
77 countries last Friday 
involving thousands of students. 

Organisers said there were 
98 strikes in Canada, and 3,000 
students marched in Toronto.

In Australia, the strike took 
place ahead of an election 
in two weeks’ time. 

Strikers there are fighting to 
stop the Adani coalmine. They 
want a move to 100 percent 
renewable energy by 2030, 
and no new oil, gas or coal 

plants. Owen Jenkins said he 
was on the streets because “if 
I can’t vote, this is the only 
way I can do something”. 

Protesters tracked former 
prime minster Tony Abbott 
down to a local cafe. 

Abbott’s 25-year tenure as 
an MP is being threatened 
by independent Zali Steggall 
on a campaign based 
around climate change.

Abbott told the protesters 
that “the Earth has 
survived many things”.

Striker Elise said she hoped 
he will be “voted out and I don’t 
have to listen to that anymore”.

Global Climate  
Strike

Friday 24 May  
bit.ly/24MayStrike
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Anti-fascists mobilise action 
against Nazi Tommy Robinson
 by  TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS  in Manchester

ANTI-RACISTS ARE taking the 
fight against Tommy Robinson to 
the streets. 

The Nazi figurehead is standing 
as an MEP in north west England in 
European elections on 23 May.

Supporters of Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) and Unite Against 
Fascism (UAF) have already handed 
out tens of thousands of leaflets. 

They are targeting transport 
hubs, city centres and mosques to 
make sure there’s a high turnout 
against Robinson. 

Paul Jenkins, SUTR north west 
organiser, said, “Tommy Robinson 
has a very good chance of winning a 
seat if there is a low turnout.” 

Last weekend campaigners were 
out in Eccles, Prestwich, Salford 
and Manchester. On Monday  
hundreds, including delegates at the 
Usdaw union conference, protested 
against Robinson in Blackpool.

At a mass leafleting at Manchester 
Piccadilly station last Friday, some 
people stopped to take flyers to put 
around their workplaces and local 
areas. Others said they wanted to get 
involved with future SUTR activities. 

Mobilising
Around 50 activists from across 
the north west joined a mobilising 
meeting in the evening. 

They included representatives 
from Labour Party MEP Julie Ward, 
the Green Party and unions includ-
ing Unite, Unison, and the NEU. 

Manzoor Ali, who runs the 
Barakah Food Aid community 
organisation, warned that Robinson 
being elected could lead to attacks 
on Muslims. “Muslims are feeling a 
 backlash already without him being 
in power,” he told Socialist Worker. 

Supporters of Robinson have 
already given people a taste of the 
intimidation and violence they want 
to bring onto the streets. 

Alice Edwards was left with a 
broken nose after attending a  protest 
against Robinson in Warrington last 

Thursday. She said Daniel Thomas, 
a high-profile member of the Vote 
Tommy campaign, punched her. 
Alice told Socialist Worker, “The 
people who were involved were 
part of his entourage.

“They pushed my friend and I 
rushed over and said, ‘What are you 
doing?’ 

“Someone else grabbed my friend 
from behind and another one of the 
entourage punched me in the head.

“Then Danny Tommo ran at me 
and started punching me.”

The attack on Alice and the 
other protesters came after resi-
dents  confronted Robinson in Bury, 
Greater Manchester, on Wednesday. 

He complained that “some 
Muslim supporter” had thrown a 
 milkshake over him. The follow-
ing day Robinson punched Danyal 
Mahmud, an Asian man who threw 
another milkshake over him in 
Warrington.

SUTR has activity planned 
against Robinson across towns in 
the north west. It has organised 
a major weekend of campaigning 
across the region on the weekend 
before the election.

On other pages... 
The Truth about Tommy Robinson 
>>Pages 9, 10&11 
Find out how you can get 
involved>>Page 12 

HUNDREDS JOINED a protest against Robinson in Blackpool on Monday  Picture: Mark thoMas

IN BRIEF
Inquest into the death of 
Edson Da Costa begins
AN INQUEST into 
the death of Edson 
Da Costa began on 
Tuesday of this week. 
Edson died after being 
stopped by police in 
Beckton, east London, 
in June 2017. 

He was 25 years 
old.

Edson was 
restrained, handcuffed 
and sprayed with CS 
gas during the stop. 

He was one of four 
black men to die 
following restraint 
by police in just five 
weeks in 2017. 

The deaths led to 
a number of angry 
protests.

The inquest will 
look at issues relating 
to his death including 

the lawfulness of force 
used against him, and 
steps taken by officers 
to protect his health 
and welfare.

His family said, “We 
have been left with 

so many unanswered 
questions. We are 
desperate for the truth 
and hope that this 
inquest will provide 
the answers that we 
need.”

Edson Da Costa

Black people are 40 times 
more likely to be searched 
NEW ANALYSIS has 
revealed that black 
people are 40 times 
more likely to be 
stopped and searched 
by the police. 

The figures from 
the year up to March 
2018 show a dramatic 
rise from the previous 
year, where black 
people were 14 times 
more likely to be 
stopped and searched. 

The data compiled 
by the Home Office 
examines how cops 
use “section 60” 
checks—where they 
can search anyone 
in a designated area 

without any cause. 
Last month home 

secretary Sajid Javid 
announced plans to 
make it easier for 
cops to use section 

60 powers. He was 
likely to have known 
the new figures when 
he pushed through 
more powers for racist 
policing.

Heavy sentence for Assange
JULIAN Assange, the 
WikiLeaks publisher, 
was sentenced to 
almost a year in 
prison by a British 
judge last week for 
bail violations.

The severity of 
the punishment 
for a minor offence 
underlines that the 
British authorities 
may be preparing to 
deliver Assange to 
the United States. He 
could face years in jail 
if sent there.

Wikileaks helped to 
expose Western war 
crimes in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, and revealed 
some of the lies that 
George Bush and Tony 

Blair used to justify 
mass murder.

The UN Working 
Group on Arbitrary 
Detention said 
it was deeply 
concerned about the 
“disproportionate” 
sentence last week. 

It added, “The 
working group is 
further concerned that 
Mr Assange has been 
detained since 11 April 
2019 in Belmarsh 
Prison, a high‑security 
prison, as if he 
were convicted for 
a serious criminal 
offence.” 

The sentencing 
came the day before 
the beginning of 

Assange’s extradition 
hearing to the US. 

It is alleged he 
conspired with former 
US intelligence 
analyst Chelsea 
Manning to download 
classified databases.

Manning spent 
seven years in jail 
and has recently 
been jailed again 
for refusing to name 
those who helped her.

Assange must 
not be sent to face 
the wrath of the US 
state. But he should 
answer to allegations 
of rape in Sweden if 
the women concerned 
wish the cases to be 
reopened.

BACK STORY
Tommy Robinson is a danger to 
Muslims, minorities and working 
class people
lHe is a fascist who has tried to 
build a movement that can inflict 
violence on Muslims, minorities 
and political opponents
l He is standing as an MEP in 
north west England in European 
elections on 23 May
lA Robinson win would boost 
every racist bigot in Britain and 
internationally and normalise the 
far right in wider society

Right wing threat as Brexit Party 
of Nigel Farage surges in polls
NIGEL FARAGE’S Brexit Party 
could come top of the polls in this 
month’s European elections. 

The party was launched on 
14 April, and already more than 
75,000 people have signed up to 
be supporters, paying £25 each.

One recent poll showed its vote 
share in the European elections at 
30 percent—ahead of Labour and 
twice the size of the Tories’ figure. 

And Farage is holding big 
rallies. Around 2,000 people 
turned out for a Brexit Party 
rally in Fylde, Lancashire, last 
Saturday. And over 2,000 joined 
a rally in Newport, Wales, on 
Tuesday of last week.

The party will pick up votes 
from former Ukip voters who 
like Farage but don’t like Ukip’s 
ties with Nazi Tommy Robinson. 
It can also win support from 
swathes of people who feel 
that mainstream politicians are 
ignoring—or undermining—the 
2016 vote to leave the EU.

And the party isn’t just aiming 
to provide a “protest” vote in the 
European elections. Farage wants 
it to be a permanent feature 

of political life in Britain. He 
says the party’s ambitions are 
“much, much higher” than just 
sticking “two fingers up to the 
establishment”. “Our two-party 
system doesn’t work,” he said.

The party claims that 
“democracy is under threat” and 
promises to “change politics for 
good”.

It hopes to use frustration with 
mainstream politics to boost 
racist and reactionary ideas. No 
one on the left should be taken 
in by it.

Ukip could also win support 
in the European elections. Local 
election results last week (see 
page 17) showed that Ukip 
failed to capitalise on the 
Tories’ Brexit crisis. It lost  
80 percent of its council seats.

But Ukip did see its best results 
since 2016. It won three 
seats in Sunderland and 
two in Derby. In many 
other places it won a 
worrying number of 
votes. Ukip stood in 16 
wards in Rochdale—
coming second in 

eight, and third in six. Candidates 
averaged a vote of 20 percent, up 
from 13.5 percent last year. Ukip 
came second in nine wards in 
Salford. 

In Wigan, it came second in 
seven wards and third in 12.

In Swindon Ukip averaged a 
vote of 11 percent, compared to 
4 percent last year. 

Martin Costello, formerly of 
the Make Britain Great Again 
group, won 14 percent of the vote 
in one ward. Ukip could have 
won more votes, but only stood a 
third of the number of candidates 
it stood in 2015.

Under the European 
elections’ proportional voting 
system, a vote of 9 percent 
will be enough to win an 
MEP in some regions. 

The right and far 
right are split. 

But they are still 
making gains out 

of the Tories’ 
crisis and we 
have to resist 

them.
Sadie RobinsonNigel Farage

A stop and search  Picture: Guy Smallman

EUROPE—NEW MOVEMENTS ARISE, 
OLD MONSTERS RETURN
lMark L Thomas on fascism in Europe 
lSuzanne Jeffery on dirty energy and climate change 
lJad Bouharoun on the Gilets Jaunes

The latest issue of International Socialism journal is out now

£5             To order Phone 020 7840 5640 email isj@swp.org.uk or www.isj.org.uk      

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

POLITICAL ELITE IN CRISIS 
CAUSE ELECTION LOSSES

 L
OCAL elections in 
England last week 
reflected a deep crisis of 
mainstream politics. There 
was a shift away from the 

two biggest parties, while smaller 
groups and independents made 
significant gains.

The Tories, unsurprisingly, did 
terribly. After months of intense 
crisis and splits over Brexit, they 
lost over 1,300 seats.

But Labour, which should gain 
out of the Tory chaos, lost 82. And 
the Lib Dems, who were part of a 
nasty coalition government with 
the Tories, gained over 700 seats.

The Greens won 194 more 
councillors, while the number of 
independents rose by 612.

One analysis estimated that if 
voting patterns were replicated 
across Britain, both the Tories and 
Labour would get 28 percent. 

It’s only the second time that 
this kind of calculation has put both 
parties below 30 percent.

Most commentators blamed 
Brexit. But the deadlock over 
Brexit is just one symptom of 
a rotten system where many 
ordinary people feel, rightly, that 
no one speaks for them.

The election of Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn led to a surge 

in party membership, as many 
saw him as different to other 
politicians.

But months of attacks on 
Corbyn from Labour right 
wingers, and his concessions to 
them, have undermined him.

Labour’s dithering over Brexit 
and whether to back a second 
referendum hasn’t helped. 

Labour’s losses last week were 
heaviest in areas that voted Leave.

And, as Corbyn makes angry 
speeches about the impact of 
Tory austerity, Labour councils 
continue to make cuts.

It’s little wonder that many 
people, feeling that they can’t 
trust mainstream politicians, look 
around for an alternative—and  

some look towards “independents”.
But the growth in independent 

councillors reflects a mix of 
ideas.

Some appear to be inspired 
by a desire to genuinely improve 
the lives of people in their areas. 
Others pander to reactionary 
themes.

MPs’ attempts to undermine 
Brexit, or stop it altogether, feeds 
a sense that politicians routinely 
ignore the wishes of ordinary 
people.

There is a huge danger that 
racists such as Nigel Farage will 
capitalise on this by posing as the 
defenders of “democracy”.

A big vote for the Brexit Party, 
Ukip and Tommy Robinson in 
the European elections will make 
every racist more confident.

The local elections underlined 
how the political system is failing 
the vast majority of people and 
opening the door to dangerous 
reaction. 

Labour should be fighting 
much more strongly against the 
Tories and for working class 
people against the bosses.

But we need to focus on 
struggle outside parliament and 
the council chambers to get the 
real change we need.

A CAMPAIGNING VICTORY
 THE DECISION to end 

academic Noah Carl’s 
research fellowship is a 

victory for campaigning.
Carl’s “research” at Cambridge 

university was based on the 
racist pseudoscience “genetic 
intelligence”.

It included trying to prove 
that some ethnic groups are 
linked to criminality. “The 
stereotypes about the respective 
characteristics of different groups, 
such as sexes, races, nationalities, 
are generally found to be quite 

accurate,” he wrote. Students, 
lecturers and university workers 
held protests, petitioned, and got 
Carl dumped. 

Their victory should spur 
anti‑racists to drive the racists 
out of other universities. 

Carl should never have been 
appointed in the first place. But he 
isn’t an isolated problem.  

He had been a participant at the 
London Conference on Intelligence, 
hosted by an honorary lecturer at 
UCL. Other participants included 
Richard Lynn, who has argued for 

“phasing out” of “populations of 
incompetent cultures”.

This is a sign that the far right 
is trying to normalise its ideas. 

After the horrors of the 
Holocaust, right wingers have to 
be more careful about openly 
using scientific racism.

Far right youth groups today, 
such as Generation Identity, peddle 
newly revived myths. Defeating 
them requires debunking their 
claims but also mounting big 
campaigns on campus that expose 
them for the racists they are. 

MPs’ attempts to  
stop Brexit feeds 
a sense that 
ordinary people 
are ignored
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Security leak farce 
shows Tory weakness
IN MANY ways Gavin Williamson, the sacked Tory defence 
secretary, is a preposterous figure. As chief whip, he helped 
Theresa May become prime minister. Promoted to defence 
secretary in November 2017, he struck hawkish poses.

In a speech in February he declared that “Global Britain” 
must, in “an era of ‘Great Power’ competition”, be prepared 
to take “action to oppose those who flout international law... 
And action, on occasion, that may lead us to have to intervene 
alone.”

He said Britain’s new aircraft carrier the Queen Elizabeth 
would be sent to the Pacific and implied it would enter the 
South China Sea, which is claimed by China. This infuriated 
the Chinese government, which cancelled a trade visit to 
China by chancellor of the exchequer Philip Hammond. I 
don’t know why they didn’t just roar with laughter—the 
Chinese armed forces have developed missiles designed 
specifically to sink aircraft carriers.

According to the Sunday Times newspaper there was 
more of this in private. When May refused his request 
to send Royal Navy warships into the South China Sea, 
Williamson reportedly scrawled “fuck the prime minister” on 
the accompanying paperwork.

According to a leaked National Security Document, 
Williamson proposed sending British soldiers to at least five 
African countries, including Zimbabwe, Nigeria, Kenya and 
Egypt. Ministry of Defence officials told the Sunday Times 
that Williamson wanted to “find excuses to send troops … 
He wanted to invade Africa ... He made it clear that he was 
keen to send the troops in.” 

It’s remarkable that sources presumably close to May are 
leaking National Security Council discussions to discredit 
Williamson, when she sacked him for leaking such a 
discussion to the Telegraph. This suggests that her real 
motive was to impose order on an increasingly divided and 
rebellious cabinet.

The leak that ostensibly led to Williamson’s dismissal 
was once again about China. He was apparently opposing 
her decision to go against Donald Trump and allow the 
Chinese IT company Huawei limited involvement in Britain’s 
programme to develop a 5G network.

But all this posturing is really about the Tory party 
leadership election that must take place in the next few 
months—or perhaps even earlier if a poor performance in 
the European elections finally brings May down.

Reinvent
The Tory rank and file overwhelmingly support a hard Brexit. 
So ambitious Tories such as Williamson and foreign secretary 
Jeremy Hunt, who voted to remain, have to reinvent 
themselves as Brexiteers. Remarkably, Hunt ruled out 
agreeing to Labour’s main demand in its negotiations with 
the government—that Britain stays in a customs union with 
the European Union—on the Radio 4 Today programme last 
week. He wasn’t sacked, even though this was a pretty open 
defiance of cabinet collective responsibility.

Williamson’s hawkishness has also been calculated with 
the leadership election in view. Hanging tough on China 
implies—despite the nonsense about “intervening alone”—
aligning Britain with the United States. Trump has just 
tightened the screws on China by threatening to raise tariffs 
on all Chinese imports by 25 percent. 

This fits in with the ultra Brexiteer fantasy of a “global 
Britain” outside the EU and in close partnership with the 
US. The trouble is that there is someone who can play this 
game much better than Williamson, namely Boris Johnson. 
When Trump has his state visit in June he will probably have 
a private dinner with Johnson, who he says would make a 
“great prime minister”.

Williamson is supposed to have boasted to the heads of 
the armed forces, “I made her—and I can break her.” But 
if he did succeed in bringing May down, the beneficiary 
would probably be Johnson. This would be the European 
Union’s ultimate nightmare—being faced with Johnson 
in 10 Downing St trying to renegotiate May’s withdrawal 
treaty. The chances of a no-deal Brexit, which many Tories 
support, would then be very high.

All this underlines how important it is that Jeremy Corbyn 
doesn’t bail May out. The instability on the Tory side means 
he could soon be facing Johnson in a general election.

THOUSANDS OF people have been infected with HIV and Hepatitis C through blood transfusions 

Contaminated blood inquiry 
hears victims’ horror stories
by SADIE ROBINSON

VICTIMS OF the con-
taminated blood scandal 
were treated like “dirt”, 
an inquiry has heard. The 
Infected Blood Inquiry 
began hearing oral evi-
dence last week.

Clair Walton contracted 
HIV from her husband, 
Bryan, a haemophiliac who 
had received contaminated 
blood. 

“In early 1985 he was 
told he was positive with 
HIV and would die in a few 
years,” she said. His medi-
cal records confirmed that 
he had first proved positive 
in June 1984—but he wasn’t 
told.

When Clair contracted 
HIV the doctors told her hus-
band, not her.

She described  looking 
after Bryan as his health 
deteriorated. “I was a young 
woman and I was watching 
my husband become more 
and more emaciated,” she 
told the inquiry.

Treated
She told most of her friends 
that he had died of cancer 
because of the “stigma” 
attached to HIV and Aids at 
the time.

When she was later 
treated with drugs to combat 
HIV infection she said “it was 
assumed that I was a drug 
user or a prostitute”.

A n d  s h e  s a i d  a 

 government-backed charity 
that was supposed to help 
victims “seemed to forget 
that they were dealing with 
desperate and dying 
people”.

“It was as if we were 
dirt,” she said. 

T h o u s a n d s  o f 
people were given 
blood or blood prod-
ucts  contami-
nated with HIV 
or  Hepat i t i s 
C in the late 
1 9 7 0 s  a n d 
1980s. 

B r i t i s h 

governments bought the 
blood and blood products 
from the US. They were 
warned repeatedly that they 

were unsafe—but contin-
ued to buy them because 

they were cheap.
The inquiry pre-

viously heard that 
25,000 people may 
have been affected 

and many still know 
nothing about it.

Derek Martin-
dale was infected 
with HIV and 
Hepatitis C after 
receiving blood 

products to treat his hae-
mophilia. He was diagnosed 
with HIV in 1985 when he 
was just 23 years old and 
given a year to live.

He was told not to tell 
anyone—even his family.

Derek told the inquiry, 
“When you’re young you’re 
invincible. But then you’re 
told you have 12 months 
to live—it’s very hard to 
comprehend.

“There was no future, the 
likelihood of  getting mar-
ried and having children was 
very unlikely.”

Infected
The diagnosis  affected 
Derek’s whole life. 

He avoided relation-
ships because sex was the 
main way his disease would 
spread, and in any case he 
expected to die. 

He was only made aware 
that he had also been 
infected with Hepatitis C in 
1997.

A Freedom of Information 
request this week showed 
that the Department of 
Health had failed to hand 
over 139 relevant files to the 
inquiry.

An audit said that the 
omissions could be due to 
“inconsistencies in the filing 
system”. Campaigners fear it 
shows a cover-up.

Inquiry chair Sir Brian 
Langstaff said the inquiry 
would be “frightened of no 
one in the conclusions it 
draws”.

Ducking responsibility 
VICTIMS OF the 
scandal were 
deliberately portrayed 
as addicts so that 
they could be blamed 
for their diseases.

The Infected Blood 
Inquiry has heard that 
records were 
destroyed 
and doctored. 
Aidan O’Neill 
QC said 
many victims 
said “false 
information” 
had been 
added to their 
records.

Lloyd 
Williams 

QC said one woman 
was accused of having 
multiple sexual partners 
or using illegal drugs 
when diagnosed with 
Hepatitis C. She had 
contracted it from 
contaminated blood.

Williams said 
the authorities 
had kept their 
“mouths shut, 
files closed and 
shredders busy” 
for the last 
three decades.

The Tories 
have fought 
to withhold 
information 
from the inquiry.

Aidan O’Neill

Clair Walton
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Big protest 
in Glasgow 
demands  
an Indyref2
Labour is wrong to cut itself off 
from the radical mood for Scottish 
independence, says Charlie Kimber

HUGE NUMBERS of people 
joined a march for Scottish 
independence in Glasgow last 
Saturday.

It was organised by the All Under 
One Banner group, which said over 
100,000 took part. 

It kicked off a series of marches 
to push the Scottish government to 
call for a second independence ref-
erendum—and to force the Tories 
to concede one.

“I’m here as part of the movement 
to show that there is a real feeling 
for independence,” marcher Ann 
Hollies from Inverness told Socialist 
Worker. “We’ve had enough of the 
Westminster Tory government, and 
enough of not feeling part of a real 
democracy.”

The march was boisterous and 
confident and featured a sea of 
Scottish Saltire flags.

People chanted,  “Independence,” 
“Freedom now,” and, “Tories Out”.  
A minority chanted, “Labour Out”.

Many marchers were content 
to campaign to win independence 
now and debate the future shape of 
Scottish society later.

One marcher told Socialist 
Worker, “I back the left but I think 
we all have to come together as the 
Scottish people to break away.”

But others see the need to bring 
the fight for the break up of Britain 
together with battles over nuclear 
missiles, climate change and 
austerity.

Powerful
“We won’t get independence unless 
we fight the powerful people,” said 
Jane Hammett from Aberdeen.

“I don’t want an independent 
country that is part of Nato or is sub-
sidising the fossil fuel companies.”

She added, “I have been really 
inspired by Extinction Rebellion. 
We should shut down Glasgow or 
Edinburgh like they did in London—
for the climate and for an Indyref.”

Many marchers were frustrated 
by the Scottish National Party 
(SNP). Nicola Sturgeon, Scotland’s 
first minister, said recently that 
a new independence referendum 

should be held by May 2021 if 
Brexit went ahead.

But she stopped short of repeat-
ing previous calls for the British 
government to give her the power 
to call one.

John MacLeod, a civil service 
worker from Glasgow, said, “The 
SNP have been dragging their feet. 
They talk about Indyref2 but it’s all 
very careful and very cautious. We 
won’t get freedom without being 
bold.”

The SNP, instead of going all 
out for the demo, was leafleting for 
the European elections. It hoped 
to hand out 500,000 “Stop Brexit” 
leaflets.

But Scotland will never be able to 
make radical change if it is tied to 
the neoliberal, racist EU.

It is a real mistake for Labour to 
cut itself off from the radical energy 
of the independence movement by 
its rigid pro-unionism.

It even opposes the right of the 
Scottish parliament to decide when 
a referendum should be called.

That puts it in the same place as 
the Tories over the issue.

Winning independence requires 
breaking from the mainstream 
methods and raising struggle.

On other pages...
Tories battered in local elections 
>>Page 17

BACK STORY
A series of marches to demand 
independence began last week
lProtest organisers said over 
100,000 people joined a march 
in Glasgow last Saturday
lSome marchers focused 
narrowly on independence, 
others wanted bigger changes
lMany were frustrated at the 
speed of the Scottish National 
Party to push for a second vote
lSome chanted against Labour, 
which has opposed a second 
independence referendum

PART OF last Saturday’s protest to demand a second independence referendum Picture: Andrew McGowAn

 Fury at Serco drive to evict hundreds  
 of asylum seekers from their homes  
OVER 300 asylum seekers living 
in Glasgow face being kicked 
out of their houses by the hated 
privatising firm Serco. 

Two of the people affected 
are appealing a judge’s decision 
that Serco is legally entitled to 
repossess 329 flats which are 
homes for asylum seekers. 

Many of those affected are in 
the process of appealing their 
asylum decisions.  

The firm leases the flats from 
social housing providers and then 
rents them out to asylum seekers 
through the Home Office. 

Last year it began the process of 
repossessing the flats. The move 
was met with outrage.

Now the firm has written 
to some of those living in its 
flats saying, “The Occupancy 
Agreement has now ended. 

“The date by which you 
were required to leave your 
accommodation is in the past. You 
should now leave the property.”

It’s an intimidatory move 
designed to get people out of their 
homes. But tenants are not legally 
obliged to leave while the appeal is 
ongoing. 

Robina Qureshi from the 
Positive Action in Housing charity 

said, “Frankly it is impractical for 
someone trying to resolve their 
legal status, and who is being 
forced out of their home in a 
matter of days, to get recourse to 
the first-tier tribunal.”

The Scottish National Party 
leadership of Glasgow city council 
claimed in 2018 to have no 
knowledge of the scheme and to be 
outraged. 

Yet documents released under 
a Freedom of Information request 
showed Serco emailed council 
managers about the policy weeks 
before it was implemented. 

Although the council denies 
councillors knew of the plans, 

questions remain. One councillor 
who Serco did email about the 
plans—Jennifer Layden—claimed 
she was on holiday at the time. 

The Serco CEO is Rupert 
Soames, grandson of Winston 
Churchill and brother of Tory MP 
Nicholas Soames. 

The firm also runs infamous 
immigration detention centres 
such as Yarl’s Wood in Bedford, 
where widespread abuse of 
detainees has been exposed.

The asylum system in Britain is 
rigged against people fleeing war 
and persecution. Anyone should 
be allowed to come to Britain for 
whatever reason.

Protesting in Glasgow last year to defend asylum seekers from eviction
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 Coup fails in  
 Venezuela,  
 but Maduro  
 still at risk
An attempt to overthrow the 
president failed—but its backers are 
still organising, says Alistair Farrow

JUAN GUAIDO’S right wing coup 
attempt in Venezuela has ground 
to a halt. Yet the forces backing 
it are refusing to let it die.

On Tuesday of last week Guaido 
posted a video of himself outside 
the Carlota military base in Caracas 
flanked by a handful of what 
appeared to be soldiers. 

He called for people to come and 
join him to depose president Nicolas 
Maduro—thousands did.

But by Sunday Guaido had 
exhausted his supporters’ capacity 
to mobilise, and pleaded with the 
US military to intervene.

Now he is in hiding. His mentor 
Leopoldo Lopez, who broke out 
of house arrest to aid the coup, is 
cowering in the Spanish embassy.

Guaido had called for rolling 
strikes from last Thursday, to 
 culminate in a general strike. 

There was little sign of any 
response to this. Then on Friday 
Guaido called for mass protests over 
the weekend outside Venezuelan 
military bases. They were small.

If this was simply a matter of 
national politics it would have been 
settled. But the imperial powers 
involved complicate things.

Russia and China back Maduro’s 
government, which is indebted to 
them. This means the US is  reluctant 
to intervene militarily. 

But Washington enthusiastically 
backs Guaido—which is why he still 
walks free. 

Arrested
US secretary of state Mike Pompeo 
has said there will be “a response” 
if Guaido is arrested. Some 54 coun-
tries have recognised him as the 
“legitimate” president. 

And some within the US 
administration, such as Donald 
Trump’s warmongering national 
security adviser John Bolton, want 
a military response anyway. 

Eric Prince, owner of the 
Blackwater private security firm, 
claimed shortly before the coup 
attempt he could put 5,000 merce-
naries on the ground in Venezuela. 
There are strong signs that support 

for Maduro is waning among the 
military establishment. 

The head of the secret police 
has written a letter attacking the 
government. The secret police may 
also have played a role in Lopez’s 
escape. 

Mobilisations by ordinary people 
to defend Maduro did take place—
but were small.

But there was no popular take-up 
for Guaido’s message. The reason is 
the huge distrust of the right among 
ordinary Venezuelans who remem-
ber similar attempts to unseat 
former president Hugo Chavez. 

US sanctions have had a 
brutal effect on the already weak 
Venezuelan economy, slashing the 
value of the country’s oil exports. 
Venezuela has the largest proven 
reserves of oil in the world.

Maduro is right to point to 
the savagery of US imperialism. 
But his government has presided 
over vicious attacks on ordinary 
people while leaving the wealth 
of the Venezuelan rich largely 
untouched.

There must be more mobilisa-
tions against the US and the right, 
and these must go beyond Maduro’s 
policies. 

On other pages...
Protest to defend Palestinians 
>>Page 20

BACK STORY
Nicolas Maduro’s regime in 
Venezuela is under threat
lRight winger Juan Guaido 
declared himself ‘interim 
president’ in January
lIt was an attempt to take over 
the state and push Maduro out
lSome 54 countries have 
now recognised Guaido as the 
president of Venezuela
lHis latest attempt to take 
power has ground to a halt
lOrdinary people need to 
mobilise to stop the right 

 Yellow Vests and trade unionists unite
A NATIONAL public sector strike 
across France, set for Thursday 
this week, will increase the 
pressure on neoliberal president 
Emmanuel Macron.

Hundreds of thousands of 
people defied police repression 
to march on May Day.

There was widespread unity 
between trade unionists and 
Yellow Vests. Police attacked 
Yellow Vests and the official CGT 
union federation. 

Philippe Martinez, leader of 
the CGT, was tear-gassed. In a 
British context it would be as if 
the cops had assaulted Frances 
O’Grady of the TUC.

Bernard, a CGT union rep 
on the railways, told Socialist 
Worker, “I am used to being 

attacked as a Yellow Vest by the 
police. 

“But it was a surprise when 
they carried out similar tactics 
when I was in my union red vest.

“At last I felt the slogan Tous 
Ensemble (All Together) meant 
something. We were together in 
the firing line, together in many 
of our demands.”

Around 300,000 people took 
part in marches across France. 
The numbers were “twice as 
many as 1 May 2018” according 
to the BFMTV news channel.

Big numbers also took part in 
the 25th successive Saturday of 
Yellow Vest protests.

Groups marched around 
the capital’s hospitals drawing 
attention to health cuts.

 Sit-ins and strikes in Sudan
WORKERS at Sudan’s 
government‑owned 
SEEN Flour Company 
in Red Sea state near 
Port Sudan started 
an indefinite strike 
last week for better 
wages. 

Journalists report 
that there are bread 
shortages in Port 
Sudan because of the 
strike. 

This is adding to 
a sense of crisis as 
the military threatens 

protesters and there 
is also a lack of 
electricity and water. 

On Friday, 
thousands of people 
in Suakin, near Port 
Sudan, closed part 
of the Khartoum‑Port 
Sudan highway. 

The continuing 
sit‑in is “to call for 
the demands of the 
revolution”.

Two people were 
wounded when the 
Rapid Support Forces, 

the main government 
militia, tried to break 
a sit‑in in Zalingei, 
Central Darfur, last 
Thursday.

Support for the 
sit‑ins is reaching all 
corners of society. 

Members of the 
Sudanese Tennis 
Association in 
Khartoum marched 
to join the sit‑in there 
last week.
For a longer version go 
to socialistworker.co.uk

BIG PROTESTS marked May Day in Paris Pictures: Guy smallman

FIGURE IT OUT
 30  years—how long 

dictator Omar 
al Bashir ruled Sudan 
after seizing power in 
a coup in June 1989

 2  years—the maximum 
time that a military 
transitional council 
has said it will rule 
Sudan for

 26  years—the length 
of time Bashir was 
president of Sudan, 
following restoration 
of civilian rule in 1993

Cops attacked protesters in Paris

8 INTERNATIONAL Socialist Worker 8 May 2019



BRITISH 
NATIONAL 
PARTY
Member 
2004-05

UNITED 
PEOPLE OF 
LUTON
Activist 
2009
It organised an 
anti-Muslim 
demo in the 
town

ENGLISH 
DEFENCE 
LEAGUE 
Co-founder 
& leader
2009-13

BRITISH 
FREEDOM 
PARTY
Deputy leader 
2012 
Party set up 
by former BNP 
members

PEGIDA UK
Founder 
2015-16 
Attempt to 
copy German 
Islamophobic 
street movement

FOOTBALL 
LADS ALLIANCE
Supporter 
2017-18 
Robinson treated 
as a hero on 
marches

DEMOCRATIC 
FOOTBALL 
LADS ALLIANCE
Supporter 2018- 
Group invited 
to speak at 
Robinson’s ‘Free 
speech’ rally in 
London

FREE TOMMY 
MOVEMENT
Figurehead 
2018- 
Support rallies 
brought together 
Nazis, Ukip and 
alt-right groups 

UNITED 
KINGDOM 
INDEPENDENCE 
PARTY 
Advisor 
2018- 
Party leader 
Gerard Batten 
appointed 
Robinson his 
adviser on child 
abuse

INDEPENDENT 
EURO 
ELECTION
Candidate 
April 2019 
Standing in May 
elections in 
North West of 
England. Backed 
by Anne Marie 
Waters of far 
right For Britain

Timeline of Robinson and his links to Nazi and far right organisations in Britain

 THE TRUTH ABOUT
 TOMMY ROBINSON
T

OMMY Robinson 
must not become 
MEP for the North 
West of England on 
23 May. He claims to 
speak for ordinary 

people. But he is a Nazi, a racist, 
and a middle class fraud. 

Socialist Worker has been track-
ing him since he started organis-
ing demonstrations as leader of 
the English Defence League (EDL) 
a decade ago. 

A Robinson victory would be a 
threat to every ordinary working 
class person in Britain. Whenever 
a fascist wins an election, it 
emboldens racists and the right 
to act on their beliefs. 

That means more attacks on 
Muslims, Jews, black people, 
trade unionists and the left.

A win would help to  normalise 
his vile beliefs and generally 
boost his media profile. He would 
become the “respectable racist” the 

media would turn to. Robinson is 
running for the seat that was won 
in 2009 by Nick Griffin, leader of 
the British National Party (BNP) 
which Robinson was once a 
member of.

A series of racist attacks across 
the North West followed Griffin’s 
win in 2009.

On one occasion, a month after 
Griffin was elected, a 17 year 
old Muslim woman was attacked 
in a park in Rochdale, Greater 
Manchester. 

One of her attackers taunted 
her about the BNP before the 
assault that nearly blinded her. 

Robinson’s election campaign 
so far has given a small taste of 
what will follow if he wins. 

Robinson and his handlers 
have attacked people who have 
challenged them when out 
campaigning. 

Nazis always lie about their 
views. So Robinson tones down 

his rhetoric, saying he’s against 
“Islamic extremism”, “radical 
Islam” or “grooming gangs” when 
sitting in a TV studio.

He uses phrases such as “radi-
cal Islam” as code for all Muslims 
and his supporters know it. 

Often when Robinson addresses 
them directly the mask slips. In a 
2017 video he referred to Muslims 
as “enemy combatants”.

There are plenty of mainstream 
politicians and pundits who push 
racism against Muslims. 

Opponents
But Robinson isn’t just another 
racist politician. His aim is to use 
Islamophobia to mobilise his sup-
porters into a street  movement that 
can inflict violence on Muslims, 
minorities and political opponents. 

That was clear in the wake 
of the killing of Lee Rigby in 
Woolwich, south east London, in 
2013. Robinson and masked-up 

EDL thugs went onto the streets 
in the hope of rampaging against 
Muslims. Fascism is about smash-
ing working class organisation 
and democracy.

While Robinson has tried 
 different ways of organising he 
always comes back to the street. 

The most recent phase came 
after he was jailed for contempt 
of court last May. 

His supporters turned out 
15,000 fascists and racists in cen-
tral London last June. 

It was the biggest outdoor 
mobilisation organised by fascists 
in British history,—bigger than 
Oswald Mosley’s Black Shirts man-
aged in the 1930s. 

Robinson hasn’t been able to 
mobilise that many since and 
has suffered some setbacks. But 
a victory in the European elec-
tions later this month—or even a 
 substantial vote—could revive his 
fortunes. He must be stopped.

Who is the real 
Robinson?
TOMMY ROBINSON’S real 
name is Stephen Yaxley 
Lennon. He took his 
pseudonym from a notorious 
Luton Town football hooligan 
named Tommy Robinson.  

Robinson likes to claim that 
he’s working class and the 
voice of the “forgotten”. 

But he is really a middle 
class businessman and lives 
in a house worth nearly  
£1 million in rural 
Bedfordshire. 

Robinson says that he has 
convictions because he made 
mistakes like “many working 
class people”.

This is a slur on working 
class people.

Robinson is a violent thug 
with a long list of convictions 
to prove it.
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Thugs spreading terror 
by targeting Muslims 

 

T
O M M Y  R o b i n s o n 
threatens Muslims 
with violence. 

In 2017 he said that 
“militias will be set up 
and then the UK govern-

ment will have a problem beyond 
their wildest dreams”. “Inaction will 
only facilitate the creation of a dis-
gruntled, angry population, who 
will end up cleaning out this Islamic 
problem,” he said.

On 3 September 2011 Robinson 
said Muslims would “feel the 
full force of the English Defence 
League” in Tower Hamlets, east 
London. “We are here to tell you 
quite loud, quite clear, every single 
Muslim, watching this video on 
YouTube. On 7/7 you got away 
with killing and maiming British 
citizens.

“Next time you think about it, 
you better understand that we have 
built a network from one bit of the 
country to the other end.”

Robinson was questioned about 
the remarks on the BBC on 17 June 

2013. He claimed the EDL was a 
“pressure organisation” that would 
work “through the democratic 
process”. 

Yet less than a month before 
100 EDL thugs rampaged through 
Woolwich, south east London, 
throwing bottles and chanting 
Islamophobic slogans. 

Target
Robinson had mobilised his street 
fighters within hours of the killing 
of soldier Lee Rigby.

He has also talked about how he 
would like to stop Muslims from 
migrating to Britain. 

And it’s not just specific groups—
he wants to target all Muslims. The 
day after the Manchester Arena 
bombing on 22 May 2017 he said, 
“When you see these communities 
and you see these houses, you think 
this is a British community or you 
might have British Muslims.

“In these houses are enemy com-
batants who want to kill you, maim 
you and destroy you.” 

THE AL-RAHMA Islamic Centre in Muswell Hill, north London, ablaze 
after a suspected arson attack. The letters EDL had been sprayed on 
the building Picture: Dave Wortley

Trying to ‘racialise’ abuse
TOMMY ROBINSON claims 
he wants to defend victims of 
sexual abuse. It’s a lie.

Robinson was jailed for 
contempt of court last May after 
filming outside a child sexual 
exploitation (CSE) trial. 

His actions could have caused 
the case to collapse.

His supporters and other 
racists have attacked victims. 
CSE researcher Ella Cockbain 
said survivors have spoken out 
about abuse at the hands of both 
Asian and white men. 

She said survivors have 
suffered “things like being told, 
‘It was just Asian men wasn’t it?’

“And then pure vitriol when 
they won’t deny the white 
offenders.”

Rotherham abuse survivor 
Sammy Woodhouse told BBC 
Newsnight last year that abuse 
isn’t just committed by Asian 
men. 

One man who describes 
himself as “anti-Islam” tweeted 
that this meant she was “literally 
sticking up for her rapist”.

Sammy also took issue 
with the myth that the likes of 
Robinson have exposed child 
abuse. 

“When you get people 
like Britain First and Tommy 
Robinson saying we exposed 
Rotherham and other places, 
well no you didn’t. 

“The people who exposed 
scandals are survivors,” she 
said.

Tommy can’t hide past
ROBINSON WAS exposed as 
a former member of the Nazi 
British National Party (BNP) in 
2010. 

Robinson said that pointing 
to his BNP membership was 
“clutching at straws” in a BBC 
interview June 2013. He said, “I 
joined for one year, I didn’t know 
Nick Griffin was in the National 
Front.

“I joined, I saw what it was 
about, it was not for me.”

Robinson claimed he only went 
to two BNP meetings, but he 
was officially a member for two 
years—2004 and 2005.  

And he also attended the 
organisation’s meetings after 
2005.

One picture, reportedly from 

2007, shows Robinson (far left) 
at a BNP meeting alongside 
Holocaust denier Richard 
Edmonds. Edmonds was a 
prominent member of the fascist 
National Front (NF) in the 1970s.

Darren Osborne (circled) read Robinson’s posts before planning his terror attack on
Finsbury Park mosque, in north London in 2017

Murderer who admired EDL
THE FASCIST mass murderer Anders Breivik 
(left) looked to Tommy Robinson’s EDL as “an 
example”. 

Breivik killed 77 people on 22 July 2011 in 
Oslo and at a summer camp of the Norwegian 
Labour Party’s youth wing.

Robinson praised Breivik’s blogs as “full 
of facts” in an interview with the Norwegian 
newspaper Dagbladet.  

He said, “You cannot yell at people because 
they tell the truth. 

“You may find the truth hurts, but it is still the 
truth.”

Far right radicalised British killer too
DARREN OSBORNE drove a van into worshippers at Finsbury 
Park mosque in June 2017. The attack in north London left 

one Muslim dead and a further nine injured. 
Before he carried it out Osborne read posts from 

Robinson. Mark Rowley of the Metropolitan Police said 
Osborne “had grown to hate Muslims largely due to his 
consumption of large amounts of online far right material”.

Osborne had received an email along with other 
supporters of the Rebel Media website. 

One line in it said, “It has now been left to us, the ordinary 
people of the United Kingdom, to stand up to hate, to unite 
and in one voice say ‘no more’.”Robinson praised mass murderer Anders Breivik’s blogs 

‘We’re not Nazis,’ 
say EDL Nazis
FASCISTS HAVE always been at 
the heart of the English Defence 
League (EDL), founded by 
Tommy Robinson in 2009.

The EDL website was run by 
BNP member Chris Renton. 
BNP member David Cooling 
was the Luton EDL Facebook 
group administrator. 

And BNP members directed 
violence during the EDL’s race 
riot in Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Combat 18 fascists were also on 
the mobilisation.

lROBINSON REVELS in racist 
language. 

A leaked video in February 
showed Robinson call a taxi 
driver a “little Paki that drives 
a car”.

And he said calling Muslims 
“goat fuckers” was “not racist” 
in an interview.

lROBINSON GETS on well with 
Lutz Bachmann and Martin 
Sellner (both pictured above). 
Bachmann is the founder of the 
Islamophobic Pegida movement 
in Germany. He posed as Adolf 
Hitler in February 2015. 

Robinson spent time with 
him in Tenerife while on holiday 
after being released on bail in 
August 2018. Sellner leads the 
Austrian branch of Generation 
Identity, the far right group that 
believes Muslim immigration is 
behind a “Great Replacement” 
of white people.

The English Defence League attacked

Asian businesses in Stoke in 2010

A picture of Robinson at a British 
National Party meeting said to have 
been taken in  2007—two years after 
he claims he left

‘Free Tommy’ supporter shows his true colours

Join the campaign to 
stop Tommy Robinson 
in North West England 
and racists everywhere
standuptoracism.org.uk 

Anti-racist campaigning
>>Pages 4 and 12

‘A hell of a 
lot of money, 
unbelievable 
amount of 
money.’
Tommy Robinson
boasts about his fundraising 
efforts in 2018

Anne Marie Waters
Leader of far right For Britain party

WATERS SPOKE at Tommy 
Robinson’s MEP launch in 
Manchester, his “free speech 
rally” and the “Free Tommy” 
mobilisations last summer. 

She was judged too 
Islamophobic even for Ukip when 
Nigel Farage was in charge, calling 
on people to “insult Islam”. 

Former high-ranking BNP 
member Eddie Butler is among 
her closest allies. For Britain’s 
2019 local election candidates 
included former BNP members.

Daniel Pipes
DANIEL PIPES is an 
Islamophobe with ties to the 
far right and members of the 
US neo-conservative political 
establishment. 

He is the president of the 
Middle East Forum (MEF), a US 
“conservative think tank” designed 
to push Islamophobia. MEF said 
it paid nearly £50,000 for both 
“Free Tommy” demonstrations on 
9 June and 14 July 2018, and paid 
legal fees. 

Pipes said of Robinson, “He is 
knowledgeable, draws a distinction 
between Islam and Islamism, and 
is a leader.”

Alan Lake
Banker and ‘counter-jihadist’

THE EDL was founded in banker 
Alan Ayling’s flat in 2009. He 
was a director of Pacific Capital 
Investment Management.

Ayling, a self-described 
“counter-jihadist”, admitted, “I 
have given some money to help 
some EDL things happen.” 

He went by the pseudonym 
“Alan Lake” until he was exposed 
in December 2011. 

He published an online essay 
discussing the execution and 
torture of Britain’s political and 
religious leaders.

Pamela Geller
PAMELA GELLER invited Robinson 
to speak in New York at a 
2012 conference hosted by her 
Stop Islamification Of Nations 
organisation. 

Another organisation Geller 
has set up was the American 
Freedom Defense Initiative. It 
held an Islamophobic event in 
2015 alongside Jihad Watch to 
denigrate the prophet Mohammed. 

Geller has previously said, 
“Muslim immigration is tied 
directly to Islamic terror. The more 
Muslim immigration, the more 
Islamic terror you have.”

Robert Shillman
THE BILLIONAIRE helped to pay 
for Robinson to be employed in 
2017 by the far right Rebel Media 
website on £5,000 a month.

He funds projects which push 
Islamophobic propaganda. 

Shillman Journalism Fellows 
at the FrontPage Magazine in the 
US argue that the only “genuine 
refugees” are “Christian and non-
Muslim”.

Shillman is a director of the 
David Horowitz Freedom Centre, 
which runs the Islamophobic 
Jihad Watch website.

Alex Jones
THE INFOWARS website founder, 
who claims the Democrats are 
organising a “white genocide”, 
donated £20,000 to Robinson. 

Jones has appeared in videos 
with Gavin McInnes, founder of 
the Proud Boys far right group in 
the US.

Jones claimed in 2017 that 
NFL football players protesting 
during the national anthem were 
“kneeling to white genocide” and 
violence against whites.

Paul Golding and 
Jayda Fransen
of Nazi group Britain First 
THEY WERE pictured drinking with 
Robinson and his spokesperson 
Caolan Robertson, in April 2017. 

Robinson asked supporters to 
subscribe to the group’s Telegram 
app broadcast list last week. 

He defended Golding and 
Fransen after their conviction last 
year for hate crimes. 

They were imprisoned in 2018 
for crimes including racially 
abusing people in the street. 

Britain First was set up by 
former members of the BNP.

Jason Marriner
football hooligan with Nazi links

A YOUTUBE video, published in 
December 2018, showed Robinson 
and Marriner together last year. 

Marriner is a former leader of 
the Chelsea Headhunters gang. 
He was close to Combat 18, which 
takes its names from the first and 
eighth letters of the alphabet—A 
for Adolf and H for Hitler.

He made a Nazi salute at 
the Auschwitz death camp and 
boasted that he had upset Jews 
there by attempting to climb into 
one of the ovens.

Mark Meechan
aka ‘Count Dankula’

MEECHAN HAS spoken at 
Robinson rallies in the past year. 

He was fined £800 for teaching 
his dog to “Sieg Heil” on hearing 
the words “gas the Jews”.

Meechan was found guilty of 
posting material that was “grossly 
offensive” and “antisemitic and 
racist in nature”after a trial last 
year.

Robinson attended Meechan’s 
trial.

£ $ $ $

How US alt right 
money and 
British far right 
connections are 
paying off for 
Robinson
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRADFORD
System change not 
climate change
Wed 29 May, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
HUDDERSFIELD
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Wed 29 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LONDON: KINGSTON
System change not 
climate change
Thu 16 May, 6.30pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East,
KT1 2PT
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
From the Nakba to the 
Great March of Return—
eyewitness from Palestine
Wed 22 May, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Forum,
10 Shacklewell St,
E2 7EG

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
A rebel’s guide to 
Martin Luther King
Mon 13 May, 6pm, 
The Snug,Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
Why build a 
revolutionary party?
Thu 16 May, 7pm, 
Room 302, The Civic,
Hanson St, 
S70 2HZ
BIRMINGHAM
The Nakba to the Great 
March of Return—how 
can Palestine be free?
Wed 15 May, 7pm, 
The Adam & Eve,
201 Bradford St,
B12 0JD
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Know your enemy—alt-right, 
the far right and fascists
Wed 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Was Marx right?
Thu 16 May, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane,
CB5 8HP
CARDIFF
Why boycott Eurovision? 
BDS and the struggle 
for a free Palestine
Wed 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Brexit, borders and the 
case for a united Ireland
Thu 16 May, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COVENTRY
Why is there world 
hunger in 2019?
Wed 22 May, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln,
CV1 5RF
DERBY
After the Spanish 
elections—the  
far right, Podemos and the 
fight against fascism
Thu 16 May, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill), 
DE22 3BL

DUNDEE
No justice, no peace—
police, racism and the state
Wed 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Know your enemy—
alt-right, the far 
right and fascists
Wed 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
Why is capitalism 
addicted to plastic?
Thu 16 May, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
Zombie capitalism—why 
is the system failing?
Wed 15 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade  
(near both train and 
bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL
The Stephen Lawrence 
Report 20 years on—
why does institutional 
racism still exist?
Thu 16 May, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ
KENT: CHATHAM
Israel on the rampage—
how can Palestine be free?
Thu 16 May, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre  
272 High St,  
ME4 4BP 
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Thu 16 May, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: HARINGEY
Decolonising education—
what is the legacy of empire?
Wed 15 May, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Can the Green New 
Deal stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Wed 15 May, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: SOUTH
Palestine, Zionism and 
the struggle for freedom
Wed 15 May, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd 
Brixton,
SW2 1EP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Bauhaus 1919-2019— 
design and the 
German revolution
Wed 15 May, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge, 
9 Giffin St, 
Deptford
SE8 4RH
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Can the Green New 
Deal stop catastrophic 
climate change?
Wed 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Forum,
10 Shacklewell St,
E2 7EG
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
No justice, no peace—police, 
racism and the state
Thu 16 May, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Immigration—the myths 
spread to divide us
Wed 15 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, 
M2 5NS

NEWCASTLE
Irish civil rights 50 years on 
—how has Ireland changed?
Wed 15 May, 7pm, 
Floor 2 , Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE
OXFORD
From the Nakba to the Great 
March of Return—how 
can Palestine be free?
Wed 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
Sudan and Algeria—
resistance, revolt 
and revolution
Wed 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Sudan and Algeria—
resistance, revolt 
and revolution
Wed 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
100 years since the 
Amritsar massacre
Thu 16 May, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Decolonising education—
what is the legacy of empire?
Wed 29 May, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd, 
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Owain Glyndwrr—
man and myth
Thu 16 May, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

WIGAN
Know your enemy—alt-right, 
the far right and fascists
Thu 16 May, 7pm, 
The Brocket Arms,
38 Mesnes Rd, 
WN1 2DD

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

GLOBAL 
Climate strike for the future
Fri 24 May, 11am 
Parliament Square and 
locations nationwide 
bit.ly/24Maystrike
LONDON
Not the Eurovision—
party for Palestine
Sat 18 May, 8.30pm-3am
Favela London, 
65 Crowndale Road, NW1 1TN
NATIONAL
Forum—how  can we stop 
the far right across Europe?
Sat 1 June, 1pm,
National Education Union,
Hamilton House,Mabledon Pl,  
WC1H 9BD
Hosted by Stand Up To Racism
NATIONAL
Together against Trump 
—stop the state visit
Tue 4 June, 12 noon
Central London
bit.ly/TrumpJune
NATIONAL
Marxism Festival 2019
4-7 July, People’s Palace, 
Queen Mary University, 
Mile End Campus,  
E1 4NS

Go to marxismfestival.org.uk

STAND UP TO  
TOMMY ROBINSON 

AND THE  
FAR RIGHT

BOOKMARKS
the socialist
bookshop

The Labour 
Party—a 
Marxist history
by Tony Cliff, Donny 
Gluckstein and 
Charlie Kimber

Blair Peach—
socialist and 
anti-racist
by Nick Grant and 
Brian Richardson

1 Bloomsbury Street,  
London WC1B 3QE 

 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 May are
National Days of Action to stop the far 
right. Join the mass campaigning!
Facebook event page: Weekend of opposition 
to Tommy Robinson & the far right

Stand Up To Racism local groups across 
England, Wales and Scotland are twinning 
with areas with far right candidates and will 
be organising to take part in the weekend of 
action. There will be  transport going to their 
allocated area to join campaign stalls and 
mass leafleting. To get involved contact 
info@standuptoracism.org.uk

In Manchester every Wednesday 
and Friday evening there will be 
leafletting in the city centre.
There is a campaigning Stand Up To Racism 
stall and leafletting on Saturdays.
There are mosque solidarity days on Fridays 
For updates and to get involved 
facebook.com/ManchesterStandUp
Oppose Tommy Robinson at the High Court
Tuesday 14 May, 11am The High Court, 
Strand, London WC2A 2LL
Hosted by Stand Up To Racism 
and Unite Against Fascism
standuptoracism.org.uk
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It’s right to boycott Eurovision in Israel
SINCE ISRAEL won last 
year’s Eurovision Song 
Contest, and so the right 
to host this one, Palestine 
activists have been calling 
for a boycott.

Last week Stephen Fry, 
Marina Abramovich and 
various other people 
signed a letter complaining 
that this is divisive.

Apparently the 
Eurovision Song Contest 
brings people together 
and the call to boycott 
undermines that.

Apparently the 
divisions between 
Palestinians and Israelis 
are nothing to do with the 

illegal occupation of 
Palestinian land.

Or the continuing siege 
of Gaza and the refusal to 
allow Palestinian refugees 

to return to their homes.
These are precisely the 

reasons why Palestine 
activists are calling for a 
boycott.

Israel is not a normal 
state and should not be 
treated as such. 

And the notion of 
Eurovision “bringing 
people together” rings 
rather hollow. 

Thanks to Israeli 
repression, few people in 
Gaza will have the 
electricity to power their 
televisions to watch any 
programme.

Bethan Turner
East London

13

Pension cuts 
won’t help
A RECENT House of 
Lords report has said 
that pensioners’ benefits 
should be cut to help the 
young.

Thanks to Tory 
austerity, pensioner 
poverty is increasing and 
life expectancy is falling.

The idea that money 
taken off the pensioners 
will somehow end up in 
the pockets of the young 
is laughable.

Duncan Brown
Glasgow

Parliament 
lets us down
IN SCOTLAND the 
socialist message has 
not yet broken through, 
but left policies are 
broadly supported by the 
populace. 

We must have strength 
in our convictions. I will 
vote for socialists in 
Scotland. 

But I call for protests 
on the streets. 

Parliament won’t act 
in our interest, so we 
should.

James Stuart
Address provided

Be creative on 
climate action
THE STRESS capitalism 
places on people and 
planet leaves us all with 
the future of a dead 
Earth. 

Can we be as creative 
as Extinction Rebellion 
and take action into all 
workplaces and outside 
the workplace for those 
who have no workplace 
to go to?

Chris Hart
Lancaster

We won’t let 
them frack
THE RULING class’s 
flagship policy of 
destroying the ecology of 
Lancashire in pursuit of 
shale gas profits is now 
in tatters.

The Cuadrilla Frackers 
have been forced to clear 
Preston New Road of 
heavy equipment.

John Murphy
 Blackburn Trades Union 

Council

He’s no anti-
imperialist
YOU SAY Corbyn is an 
anti-imperialist (Socialist 
Worker online, 1 May).

Yet he’s a Unionist 
through and through. So 
how does that work?

Jim
Skye 

Just a 
thought...

Last year’s Eurovision winner 

Labour got 
on board 
OXFORD STAND Up To 
Racism (SUTR) recently 
found out that Ukip 
candidates were standing 
for election in surrounding 
towns and villages. We 
couldn’t get SUTR leaflets 
out to cover all these areas.

We approached a Labour 
activist in SUTR and asked if 
Labour would distribute the 
flyer while campaigning. 

At first he didn’t think 
campaigning on two things 
was possible. But we 
stressed the flyer would 
reflect Labour’s stated 
opposition to racism. 

Our contact wrote to the 
Chair of Oxford Labour 
Campaign Committee, who 
gave the go-ahead. This 
meant we could challenge 
Ukip on a large scale.  

All SUTR groups can try 
the same—and with other 
parties that oppose racism. 

Julie Simmons
Oxford

Cut the rent 
at York uni
TWENTY OF us at the 
University of York marched 
to the senior management 
office last week. We 
demanded action on high 
rents, weak mental health 
services and shit quality 
accommodation.

We stormed the building 
of the vice chancellor’s 
office and stayed until a 
member of senior 
management came down.

We got an agreement for 
an open meeting for the 
university to explain their 
above-inflation rent hikes. 

York Cut the Rent isn’t 
going away any time soon.

Harkan Karakaya
York

Workers can always 
find ways to organise
CHINESE software 
developers have made good 
use of a contradiction of 
capitalism identified by 
Marx.

Capitalist firms have to 
get their workers to 
cooperate for exploitation 
to proceed efficiently. 

In so doing they create 
the basis for collective 
action by the workforce 
against the exploitation.

So capitalism produces 
its own gravediggers.

Chinese tech companies 
such as Alibaba are 
introducing the “996 

Regime”. This means 
working from 9am to 9pm, 
six days a week. 

In order to work 
efficiently, Chinese 
software developers share 
code on Microsoft’s GitHub 
platform. But this turns out 
to be an excellent tool for 
organising resistance to 
996—especially as it’s 
encrypted, and beyond the 
reach of the censors.

Alibaba’s software 
developers are also good at 
gravedigging.

John Shemeld
Nottingham

On the streets against Trump 
to show there’s an alternative 
WHY HAS Donald Trump achieved 
popularity in the US and beyond? 
Above all, why does he appeal to 
working people? 

People in the US have seen their 
prospects of prosperity vanish since 
the early 1970s.

People in the post-industrial rust 
belt looked at Hillary Clinton and 
saw more of the same neoliberalism 
which had failed them in the past.

For many of them, a racist, sexist 
explanation for social problems is 
better than no explanation at all.

Trump’s promise to disrupt the 
economic status quo was the most 
important factor in his 2016 
election victory.

Across the world, the failure of 
liberal democracy to offer 

meaningful solutions to the failure 
of its policies paves the way for 
fascism.

The contradictions of capitalism 
threaten to get only worse as we 
move into an economically and 
environmentally uncertain future. 

It is essential that we put 
forward a coherent analysis so that 
we’re not dragged towards the 
most unimaginable brutality. 

We also need to bring that 
analysis onto the streets. 

Broad segments of the 
population are outraged that a man 
who has opened up space for 
fascists across the world is arriving 
on their doorstep.

This is doubly the case in Britain, 
which has been one of the most 

consistent accomplices to American 
imperial ambitions. As much as the 
United States would like to think 
otherwise, it does not have the 
power to act unilaterally to secure 
its imperial interests. 

It needs the consent of its allies, 
whether passive or enthusiastic, in 
order for it to act. 

A massive demonstration in 
Britain will demonstrate that the 
majority want no part in their 
government’s complicity in US 
imperialism. 

When Donald Trump comes in 
June, let him know that Britain 
refuses to be complicit in his 
barbarism.

Thomas Hummel
New York
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bit.ly/CommonSense21C

lRevolution in the 21st 
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bit.ly/Harman21C

lThe State and 
Revolution 
by Vladimir Lenin 
Go to bit.ly/StateAndRev 
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the socialist bookshop. 
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bookmarksbookshop.
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T
HE only chance 
of  stopping 
catastrophic 
climate change 
i s  w i t h  a 
 “revolutionary 

transformation of our 
politics”, according to 
campaigner Roger Hallam.

Hallam is a co-founder of 
Extinction Rebellion (XR), 
the environmental group 
that is demanding action on 
climate change. 

XR has pulled thousands 
and possibly tens of thou-
sands of people into  political 
activity. 

Its mass occupations 
of sites in central London 
last month pushed climate 
change to the top of the 
 political agenda.

And pressure from cam-
paigners meant that last 
week parliament agreed 
that we are facing a “climate 
emergency”.

XR has been a big success 
and the ideas of those behind 
it should be taken seriously. 
Hallam’s booklet, Common 
Sense for the 21st Century, 
looks at how to organise, what 
actions are most effective, and 
how to win real change.

He argues that whether 
we become extinct “largely 
depends upon whether revolu-
tionary changes happen in the 
next decade”. And he says that 
the focus must be on organis-
ing “mass participation civil 
disobedience”.

“We are looking at the slow 
and agonising suffering and 
death of billions of people,” 
writes Hallam. “The struc-
tural change we need has to 
happen too fast for a reformist 
strategy.”

Hallam argues that ordinary 
people, not politicians, must 
take charge. For him this means 
a “national citizens’ assembly” 
made up of people from across 
Britain.

Hallam stresses the impor-
tance of “ordinary people 
seeing people like them (as 
opposed to activists) declaring 
a climate emergency”.

Radical
It’s right to say that we need 
radical change to tackle climate 
chaos. And it’s heartening that 
activists are thinking about how 
to involve more working class 
people in the movement.

So what about the forces 
ranged against us—the fossil 
fuel industries, the rich and the 
governments that back them, 
and the repressive apparatus 
of the state? All are barriers 
to radical change. How do we 
overcome them?

Hallam says that people must 
take action for more than one 
day, should break the law and 
should be “strictly nonviolent”.

“After one or two weeks fol-
lowing this plan, the histori-
cal records show that a regime 
is highly likely to collapse or 
is forced to enact structural 
change,” he says.

This is too optimistic. Hallam 
says that mass civil disobedi-
ence forces the government 

to “agree with us or repress 
us”. He rightly points out that 
repression can provoke more 
people to take action.

But victory or repres-
sion aren’t the only possible 
 outcomes. Governments are 
expert at appearing to agree to 
demands only to backtrack once 
the heat is off. They may agree 
to some things but demand 
compromises in return. 

Hallam says the movement 
won’t compromise. But there 
will be disagreements about 

what is an acceptable outcome. 
And if campaigns don’t seem 
to be making headway, some 
people can become  disillusioned 
and drop out.

Repression doesn’t always 
push more people into activ-
ity—it can scare people off. 
Hallam doesn’t  say how 
non-violent protesters should 
respond in such a situation.

The risk of repression comes 
across as remote, largely 
because of how Hallam treats 
the cops. “A proactive approach 

to the police is an effective way 
of enabling mass civil disobe-
dience,” he writes. Police may 
not be aggressive “as long as 
activists are civil and open with 
them”.

It can seem that the recent 
XR blockades back this up. But 
 history shows the opposite. Time 
after time it is police who initi-
ate violence against  protesters, 
not “violent” activists.

When people protested 
against the Poll Tax in 1989, 
cops on horses rode through the 
crowd without warning. Police 
infuriated people by  arresting a 
disabled, non-violent,  protester.

One marcher said, “I didn’t 
think the police hit people 
 without a reason. But they 
came for people who were 
doing nothing.”

The police exist to protect 
the rich and their system. It’s 
dangerous to think they could 
be won over to supporting or 
sympathising with our side.

The fact that cops didn’t 
smash up the XR blockades 
probably has something to do 
with the big numbers of people 
involved—and the widespread 
support for them. But ulti-
mately the cops did clear them.

H
ALLAM makes 
r e p e a t e d 
 references to the 
need for revolu-
tionary change. 
B u t  h e  a l s o 

focuses on operating within 
the current system.

So the citizens’ assembly 
could be “set up in competition” 
with the government but “par-
liament would remain”. Why? 
Because this would help win 
the “hearts and minds” of wider 
layers of people who don’t want 
radical change.

So politicians who have 
failed for decades to tackle 
climate change would stay in 
place. So would the bosses and 
the rich.

Hallam says we should focus 
on governments because they 
make decisions. These decisions 
matter. Politicians can give 
the go-ahead to new  fracking 
licences or they can refuse them.

They can fund public trans-
port or cut it. They can invest 
in renewable energy or open a 
new nuclear power plant.

Decisions
But governments don’t make 
the major decisions about how 
our economy is run. The big 
firms decide what is produced 
and how much, what materials 
are used and so on.

Real power lies in the hands 
of unelected and unaccounta-
ble top bosses, bankers and the 
rich. What about an economic 
revolution to tackle this ruling 
class?

Presumably the citizens’ 
assembly, if it gets  underway, 
would  make very  good 
decisions.

It could instruct all firms to 
switch to using 100 percent 
renewable energy by a certain 
date, for example. But how 
would it enforce such changes?  
Revolutionary socialists see 

A CLIMATE 
MOVEMENT 
THAT WINS
One of Extinction Rebellion’s founders, Roger Hallam, has 
published his ideas on how to build a movement that can 
win real change. Sadie Robinson responds with ideas on 
how that movement can challenge the forces set against it

the working class as key 
to  transforming the world. 
Workers have a unique posi-
tion in capitalism because they 
can switch off the flow of profit. 

They have the numbers 
and expertise to create and 
run a more democratic and 
 sustainable society.

And they are repeatedly 
pushed to organise collectively 
to fend off attacks. All over the 
world, action by working class 
people has challenged rulers 
and regimes.

Strikes played a key role 
in the movement that forced 
out dictator Hosni Mubarak 
in Egypt in 2011. And today 
strikes are deepening the crises 
in Algeria and Sudan.

W
orkers can 
stop the sys-
tem in  i ts 
tracks. But 
Hallam fears 
t h a t  t a k -

ing action that hits profits is 
“highly polarising”.

So he advocates appealing 
to the right wing press by fram-
ing the climate crisis in terms 
of “order, security and legacy”. 
And he describes a “massive 
opportunity to build up right 
wing support”.

“Words like honour, duty, 
tradition, nation and legacy 
should be used at every 
 opportunity,” says Hallam.

It seems he thinks that, if we 
stop right wingers from stifling 
the movement at the start, it 
can become unstoppable. 

But  promoting ideas such 
as “national pride” encour-
ages divisions that ultimately 
weaken us.

“The rebellion has to morph 
at the last moment into a gen-
eral rebellion,” says Hallam. 
This will take argument and 
organisation. Pandering to the 
right, who will fight to limit the 
radical change we need, makes 
winning this harder.

Gain
Working class people and the 
poor have the most to gain from 
fighting climate change.

Environmental catastrophe 
hits poorer people  hardest. 
Meanwhile the ruling class 
benefits from the  unsustainable 
system.

Could we have a revolution 
where working class people 
took control of production and 
society as a whole?

Hallam sees attempts to 
create socialist societies as 
having failed—“been there and 
done that!” He blames a “lack of 

post-revolution planning”. The 
Bolsheviks who led the Russian 
Revolution in 1917 had a plan. 
They argued for workers’ coun-
cils to run the new society and 
they knew that the revolution 
would have to spread interna-
tionally to survive.

The revolution didn’t fail 
due to lack of planning. It 
failed because capitalist armies 
from across the globe invaded 
and helped to fight a bloody 
counter-revolution.

And revolutionary par-
ties elsewhere weren’t strong 
enough to lead successful upris-
ings, leaving Russia isolated.

The defeat of revolutions 
isn’t inevitable. But climate 
chaos is if capitalism continues. 
And workers remain the only 
force capable of overthrowing 
it and ushering in a sustainable 
world.

Extinction 
Rebellion activists 
have previously 
taken action 
against energy 
giant Shell (top) 
but is targeting 
profits too 
divisive for a 
mass movement? 
(above) 
 Pictures: Guy smallman

The police exist 
to protect the 
rich’s system. 
They can’t be 
won over

‘‘ 
Roger Hallam

DO NON-VIOLENT tactics stop police aggression?  Picture: Guy Smallman

OBITUARY

Karol Modzelewski—a fighter 
against the Stalinist system   

Karol Modzelewski, 
1937-2019, showed 
it was possible to be 
against both Stalinism 
and capitalism, writes 
Andy Zebrowski 

KAROL MODZELEWSKI was 
an inspiration to anyone 
fighting for a socialist 
society where ordinary 
people are in charge.     

He always supported 
workers’ struggles, right up 
until his death last week. 

Modzelewski played a 
key role in the ten million-
strong Solidarity rebellion 
that rocked the Stalinist 
dictatorship in 1980-1. 

And after it was brought 
down in 1989, he opposed 
neoliberal shock therapy. 

The Poznan Workers’ 
Uprising of June 1956 
turned Modzelewski into 
a revolutionary socialist.

For all the Stalinist 
regime’s rhetoric of socialism 
and people’s democracy, 
workers had no control in 
Russia and the Eastern Bloc. 

They were state capitalist 
societies, where the state 
bureaucracy behaved like 
bosses in the West.

In Poznan, western Poland, 
workers rose up amid attacks 
on living standards. The 
Stalinist authorities sent 
tanks to quell the revolt, 
killing around 50 workers.

But discontent continued 
to bubble across the country.

Rebellious 
Lechoslaw Gozdzik, the  
25 year old workers’ leader 
at Warsaw’s FSO car plant, 
asked Modzelewski and 
other rebellious students to 
organise discussions with 
workers. He went every day.

By October 1956, the 
Russians were ready to 
send tanks into Warsaw. 

Modzelewski joined the 
occupation of the FSO plant, 
where workers were armed 
with a few guns, metal 
castings and petrol bombs. 

A new Polish leadership 
diffused the situation and 
the tanks turned back, but 
Modzelewski continued to 
oppose the dictatorship. 

In 1966 Modzelewski 
and Jacek Kuron wrote the 

Open Letter to the Party, a 
powerful Marxist indictment 
of the Stalinist system. 

They argued that state 
control of industry did not 
make Poland a socialist state.

It was a class society where 
the bureaucracy’s goal was 
“production for the sake of 
production”. This echoed 
Karl Marx’s words about 
how profit maximisation 
and accumulation are 
central to capitalism.  

It was published by 
socialists around the world, 
including the forerunners of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

Modzelewski and Kuron 
were sentenced to prison for 
this call for genuine socialism. 

And Modzelewski received a 
further prison term for being 
one of the leaders of the 1968 
student revolt in Warsaw. 

In the 1970s, Modzelewski 
devoted his time to academic 
studies. But when the 
Solidarity workers’ rebellion 
began in 1980, he rushed 
to become involved. 

Movement 
The new movement’s 
power was based on mass 
strikes, occupations and the 
formation of inter workplace 
strike committees (MKS). 

Modzelewski saw a group 
of strikers in Gdansk with 
a banner that said MKS-
Solidarity. On his suggestion 
the new independent union 
was named Solidarity. 

Modzelewski was no longer 
a revolutionary, but he was 
committed to building a 
strong workers’ movement. 

He resigned as Solidarity’s 
official spokesperson in 
March 1981 after Solidarity 
leader Lech Walesa called off 
an indefinite general strike. 

He was interned when the 
regime introduced martial 
law in December 1981. 

Modzelewski was one 
of the few well known 
Solidarity opposition leaders 
to oppose the neoliberal 
“transformation” after 1989. 

In the early 1990s he 
tried unsuccessfully to form 
a Labour-type party. But he 
continued to back strikers. 

Only days before his death 
he called today’s leadership 
of Solidarity strike-breakers. 

They had cut a deal with 
the right wing government 
before the massive school and 
nursery strike took place.

WORKERS ROSE up against Stalinism in Poznan in 1956 

The workers’ 
uprising in 
Poznan made 
Modzelewski a 
revolutionary

‘‘ 

Karol Modzelewski during the 
1980-1 Solidarity rebellion



I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker with a monthly 
direct debit of £5
Name  ...............................................................................

Address .............................................................................

..........................................................................................

Postcode  ..........................................................................

E-mail  .............................................................................

Phone  ..............................................................................
I would like ____ extra papers to sell 
(this will not be deducted from my bank account)

For official use only—this is not part of the instructions to 
your bank/building society

Sherborne Publications,  
PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay 
by direct debit

Originator identification no.   n n n n n n
Our reference no.  

n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n
1. Name and full postal address of your bank or building 
society
To the manager:

Bank/building society  ....................................................

Address  ........................................................................

Postcode  .......................................................................

2. Name(s) of account holder(s)

....................................................................................

3. Branch sort code  nn / nn / nn

4. Bank/building society account no.  

nnnnnnnn
5. Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Sherborne Publications direct debits from 
the account detailed on this instruction subject to 
the safeguards assured by the direct debit guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may remain with 
Sherborne Publications and, if so,  details will be passed 
electronically to my bank or building society.

Signature(s)  .............................................................

Date  ........................................................................

Banks and building societies may not accept 
Direct Debit instructions from some types of account 

Direct debit guarantee
nThis Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
nIf there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Sherborne Publications will notify you ten working 
days in advance of  your account being debited or as otherwise 
agreed. If you request Sherborne Publications to collect a payment, 
confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time 
of the request.
nIf an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by 
Sherborne Publications or your bank or building society you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your 
bank or building society.
n If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back 

when Sherborne Publications asks you to.
nYou can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting 
your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. 
Please also notify us.

9 7 3 3 5 5

Socialist Worker Subscriptions
Post PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ 
Phone 020 7840 5601 
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Subscribe to Socialist Worker
Have Socialist Worker delivered with your post every week for a direct debit of £5 a month

JOIN THE
 SOCIALIST

 WORKERS
  PARTY

Yes, I'd like to be a member
I’d like more information and to receive emails

Name  ...................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

Postcode  ..................................

Phone  ...................................................................................................

Email  ....................................................................................................
Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 74955  
London E16 9EJ. Phone 020 7840 5602  
Email membership@swp.org.uk SWP

 Right wing smears target anti-imperialism
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THE LATEST smear of 
an t i semi t i sm aga ins t 
L abou r  Pa r ty  l eade r 
Jeremy Corbyn is another 
attempt to discredit the left 
and its opposition to war.

The right has insinuated 
that the left’s support for  
Palestinian liberation made it 
inherently antisemitic.

Now Tory peer Daniel  
Finkelstein has claimed this 
is rooted in the left’s oppo-
sition to imperialism—the 
system of global competition 
between capitalist states.

The smoking gun is that 
Corbyn wrote a foreword to 
a book called Imperialism—A 
Study, written by the radical 
liberal economist JA Hobson. 

Domination
Originally published in 1902, 
the book tried to explain 
what had driven new wars 
for imperial domination in 
Africa.

The Russian  revolutionary 
Vladimir Lenin used its 
research to write his own 
work on imperialism.

Lenin sketched out how 
the slaughter of the First 

World War flowed from a 
global system of competing 
capitalist states. 

As capitalism developed 
in the 19th century, compe-
tition among rival capitalist 
firms grew into competition 
among rival states.

Hobson did have antise-
mitic views. So for Finkel-
stein, Lenin’s use of Hobson 
implies that the left has a 
problem with antisemitism.

But Hobson’s book is not 
one of antisemitic conspiracy 
theory. 

I t  has  been  wide ly 
referred to and discussed by 
academics, historians and 
politicians for decades—
including by some who now 
attack Corbyn.

Right wing former Labour 
MP Tristram Hunt described 
Hobson as “an important 
figure, worthy of study”. 

Right wing former Labour 
prime ministers Tony Blair 
and Gordon Brown have both 
praised Hobson.

It’s hypocritical for right 
wingers—who defend the 
racists, colonialists and slav-
ers of the British Empire—to 
denounce Corbyn. For them, 
his real crime is that he has 
stood against the West’s wars.

F inke l s te in  a t tacked 
Corbyn because the Labour 
leader thinks imperialism 
“was driven by the great 
European finance houses”.

“Seeking new markets, 
they invested abroad and 
required military support to 

protect their investment,” he 
explained.

But it’s true that the City 
of London and its domina-
tion in world investments 
was at the centre of British 
imperial power. Hobson had 
begun looking at the role of 

finance when he reported 
for the Manchester Guardian 
 newspaper on the Second 
Boer War. That war saw Brit-
ain conquer land in what is 
now South Africa.

Hobson focused his ire 
on the “Randlords”—the  

business magnates who 
owned diamond and mining 
interests in South Africa from 
the 1870s.

Their vast corporations 
were finance houses—and 
mining firms—whose need to 
maximise profit drove  imperial 
expansion in the area.

Cloaked
A lot of criticism of the 
Randlords was cloaked in 
antisemitism and Hobson 
saw it in those vile terms.

Hobson also described the 
real power of the banks in 
antisemitic terms.

B u t  t h e  t h e o r y  o f 
 imperialism—and the expla-
nation of the Boer War—still 
stands. Lenin’s writing on 
imperialism completely dis-
carded antisemitism. 

He praised Hobson for 
identifying the development 
of capitalism and competition 
between rival capitalist states 
as being behind the drive to 
war.

The global system of impe-
rialist rivalry described by 
Lenin is still responsible for 
wars today. Corbyn was right 
to stand against it.
For a longer version go to  
bit.ly/CorbynHobson

JEREMY CORBYN speaking to an anti-war protest in 2004  Picture: SocialiSt Worker
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Labour needs a radical vision on Brexit and austerity
LABOUR’S position on 
Brexit has satisfied 

neither its right wing who 
want a second referendum 
to overturn Brexit, nor 
those who want to push 
ahead with leaving the 
European Union (EU). 

The party’s problems 
were summed up in 
Sunderland where the 
party lost nine councillors.

Graeme Miller, the 
Labour council leader, 
said that voters “are 
not happy as a city that 
voted to leave the EU that 

we in the Labour Party 
haven’t allowed that to 
happen and they see us as 
wanting to stay”.

But Sunderland’s 
Labour MP Bridget 
Phillipson said the 
problem was Labour 
had been too vague in 
its approach and should 
now call for a second 
referendum.  

Detailed analysis shows 
Labour lost most votes 
in Leave-voting areas. 
John Burn-Murdoch wrote 
in the Financial Times 

newspaper, “The vote for 
the party held up well in 
majority-Remain areas, 
but in areas where 60 
percent or more had voted 
to Leave Labour lost six 
percent of its councillors. 

“In areas that were 
70 percent or more Leave, 
Labour losses more than 
doubled to 19 percent. 

“Overall, eight of the 
nine councils where 
Labour lost control were 
in areas where a majority 
voted in 2016 for Leave.”

Labour’s problems go 

deeper than Brexit. 
Councils it leads 

have offered only token 
resistance to the Tory cuts. 

In some cases, such 
as in Birmingham, they 
have launched repeated 
assaults on their own 
workers rather than defy 
the government.

More generally 
Labour—and the trade 
union leaders—have not 
called mobilisations in the 
streets during month after 
month of Tory crisis.

Since the 2017 general 

election the main trend 
has been to assume that 
Jeremy Corbyn must 
act as a prime minister 
in waiting and that the 
Tories will collapse.

This drift has allowed 
the government to survive 
and has missed the chance 
to offer a fighting focus 
for the anger against the 
Tories.

It has also detached 
Brexit from agitation over 
the NHS, jobs, education, 
wages and other crucial 
issues.

For Britain 
racists win 

 THE danger of the 
far right grabbing 

support was shown 
by victories for the 
For Britain party of 
Anne Marie Waters in 
Hartlepool and Essex 
last Thursday.

Karen King was 
elected in the ward of 
De Bruce in Hartlepool, 
taking control of the 
area from Labour. She 
took 49.5 percent of the 
vote.

Julian Leppert, a 
former councillor for the 
British National Party, 
took Waltham Abbey 
Paternoster ward in 
Essex from the Tories.

People Before 
Profit victory

 IN A very positive 
set of results, 

People Before Profit 
(PBP) socialist 
candidates were 
victorious in several 
wards in Northern 
Ireland.

Previously PBP held 
one seat. Now it has five 
in Belfast and Derry. 

Sitting councillor Matt 
Collins topped the poll 
with over 2,000 votes in 
his West Belfast seat.

Fiona Ferguson won a 
seat in North Belfast and 
Mick Collins won a seat 
in West Belfast. Eamonn 
McCann and Shaun 
Harkin were elected in 
Derry. Maeve O’Neill 
missed out on a third 
seat in Derry’s Waterside 
by a single vote.

The results saw big 
increases for the Green 
Party, independents and 
the centre right Alliance 
Party—the sister party of 
the Lib Dems. 

Not the great 
Lib Dem revival

 THE Liberal 
Democrats gained 

703 seats.
They successfully re-

established themselves 
for some people as the 
party to vote for when 
they wanted to protest at 
the main parties. 

BBC analysis puts the 
Lib Dems on 19 percent. 

That is a significant 
rise, but it should 
be remembered that 
between 1993 and 2010 
similar analysis never 
saw the Lib Dems lower 
than 24 percent. 

 Local elections deliver a  
 shattering blow for Tories
Theresa May’s deeply divided party lost 1,334 councillors. Charlie Kimber 
takes a look at the results and what they mean for the European elections

 LOCAL ELECTION results in 
England last week were a shat-

tering blow to the Tories and to 
Theresa May in particular.

In their worst result since 1995, 
Conservatives lost 1,334 councillors.

The electoral carnage vastly 
exceeded the 500 losses that ana-
lysts had predicted. It also went well 
beyond the 1,000 losses some Tories 
had forecast in the hope that a few 
hundred defeats would not look too 
bad.

May’s leadership is once more in 
question. Several MPs have called for 
her to go.

David Amess urged a change in 
the party’s rule book so May can 
be removed from office. He said  
backbench leaders must act next 
week “because we are haemorrhag-
ing support”.

Bernard Jenkin said voters thought 
the prime minister had “lost the plot”.

“Certainly, among Conservative 
activists and council candidates, there 
is an almost universal feeling that it 
is time for her to move on,” he said.

As May came forward to address 
an invited audience at the Welsh 
Conservative conference in Llangollen 
last Friday, former councillor Stuart 
Davies stood up and shouted, “Why 
don’t you resign? We don’t want you.”

Labour lost 82 seats (see below). 
It is ridiculous for the media to claim 
that this is a setback on anything like 
the scale of the Tories’ disaster.

But Labour would have hoped 
to make gains, not losses, facing a  
government in shambles.

 O n  t h e  e v e  o f  t h e 
p o l l  s h a d o w  c h a n c e l l o r  
John McDonnell had said he hoped 
for 400 wins.

The Green Party gained 194 
councillors, benefiting partly from 
a renewed focus on climate chaos.

Another reflection of the crisis in 
mainstream politics is that a raft of 
independents won seats on a wide 
range of issues. This sometimes 
included racism.

The BBC projected that, if the 
local election results it analysed were 
replicated across Britain, both the 
Conservatives and Labour would get 
28 percent of the total vote. 

The i r  combined  share  o f  
56 percent of the vote in this projection 
compared with the 82 percent the 
two parties scored between them in 
the 2017 general election. 

It was also down 17 percentage 

points on their combined level in 
the 2018 local elections and was the 
second-lowest such figure since data 
first became  available in 1979.

The local elections are a forecast 
of what could come at the European 
Parliament votes in less than three 
weeks time. These are likely to be 
even worse for the government.

On 23 May the Brexit Party 
headed by racist Nigel Farage will be  
standing—it didn’t stand in the coun-
cil elections. 

It will take a huge swathe of votes 
from the Tories, intensifying their 
crisis.It could also take some votes 

from Labour. This is not the only 
threat. Ukip will also be standing a 
full slate of vile candidates, and fas-
cist Tommy Robinson is standing in 
north west England. 

The battle against the racists and 
the far right is crucial.

But there also needs to be a revival 
of all forms of class struggle to push 
the Tories under and to fight for 
socialist policies.

On other pages...
Organising against Robinson and 
the racists >>Page 4

THERESA MAY received a frosty reception in Llangollen 
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IN BRIEF 

Sandwell workers 
win a pay rise 
WORKERS AT Sandwell 
council in the West Midlands 
are celebrating after winning 
a pay regrade.

Customer service 
assistants—members of the 
Unite and Unison unions—
were set to begin action short 
of a strike and threatened 
walkouts. 

Workers accepted a new 
offer of an extra £4,000 a 
year, with two days additional 
leave. 

Union recognised 
on HS2 project 
THE TSSA has won the first 
union recognition agreement 
for workers constructing the 
HS2 rail line. 

Some 1,200 workers are 
directly employed by the HS2 
Ltd.

They are building the 
railway link that is set to 
connect ten of Britain’s 
largest cities.

Oil refinery bosses 
back down on jobs
THREATS OF strikes at an 
oil refinery in Ellesmere 
Port made bosses guarantee 
that there would be no 
compulsory redundancies. 

Unite union members at 
Essar Oil’s Stanlow plant 
voted by 98 percent to  
strike. The turnout was 
93 percent. 

Some 155 workers were at 
risk of redundancy.  

Bosses had announced a 
plan to decommission several 
parts of the operation. 

Rochdale housing 
workers balloted
HOUSING workers in 
Rochdale, Greater Manchester, 
are set to be balloted for 
strikes over low pay. 

Some 170 Unite union 
members at Rochdale 
Boroughwide Housing (RBH) 
have seen their pay cut by 
21 percent over recent years. 

RBH—which manages 
13,500 homes—could see 
strikes in June after the ballot 
closes on 29 May.

Library workers 
could walk out 
LIBRARY WORKERS in 
Bromley, south east London, 
are balloting for strikes over 
pay. 

The 45 Unite union 
members are demanding a 
6 percent pay increase and 
wages owed. 

They are employed by 
outsourcer Greenwich Leisure 
Limited. 

Workers are also fighting 
against understaffing and 
bosses asking them to be 
managers without paying the 
correct rate for the job.

The fight is part of the 
union’s campaign against 
Greenwich Leisure Limited. 

The outsourcer has 
contracts in 16 London 
boroughs. 

Strike wins equal pay 
at Doncaster hospital 
by TREVOR JONES 

A STRIKE by health workers 
at Doncaster and Bassetlaw 
Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust has forced 
outsourcing giant Sodexo to 
give them NHS rates of pay.

The Unison and GMB union 
members began a three-day 
strike last Wednesday—
and planned further action 
throughout this month. 

They won by the second day 
of their walkout.

Sue Cookman, Unison 
regional organiser, said, 
“This is down to the sheer 
determination of these 
workers.

“It shows what can be 
achieved when they stand 
together to fight for what they 
are owed.” 

Jenny Moorhouse, a Unison 

health and safety rep, spoke 
to Socialist Worker on the first 
day of the action. She said, 
“The strike is fantastic. 

“The mood is great and 
the union has been really 
supportive of the industrial 
action.” 

The 78 cleaners, porters 
and other support staff were 

privatised to Sodexo in 
January 2017. Bosses refused 
to maintain NHS rates of pay, 
meaning workers were up to 
£1,000 a year worse off. 

They tried their best to 
undermine the strike. Jenny 
said, “Sodexo were bringing in 
casual, minimum wage staff to 
break the strike.

“They’ve been coming from 
Manchester, Stoke-on-Trent, 
and even as far as Devon. 

“And Sodexo said it can’t 
afford to honour our agreed 
pay rise.”

But the win in Doncaster 
shows that calling longer 
action—rather than just 
one-day strikes—can win quick 
results. 

It follows victories over 
equal pay at Liverpool 
Women’s Hospital and the 
Royal Bolton Hospital, Greater 
Manchester, last year. 

TRADE UNIONISTS marked International Workers’ Day in Leeds last Saturday. It was one of 
dozens of May Day marches across Britain this week Picture: Neil terry 

Strikes on underground as 
safety goes down the tubes
OVER 1,000 London 
Underground workers are 
set to begin a four‑day 
strike over safety on 
Friday of next week.  

Maintenance and 
engineering workers are 
fighting against less frequent 
train inspections.  

RMT general secretary 

Mick Cash blasted Tube 
bosses for “attempting to 
bulldoze through proposals 
that would decimate the 
inspection and safety culture 
on the fleet”.

Workers are also worried 
that the changes will have 
a devastating impact on the 
reliability of services. 

MAY DAY TRANSPORT 

Celebrating success

PAY 

UNISON UNION members 
at a mental health hospitals 
trust in Avon and Wiltshire 
are balloting for strikes 
over pay and job cuts.

They work as admin 
workers and medical 
secretaries.

Bosses at the Avon and 
Wiltshire Mental Health 

Partnership NHS Trust want 
to push through a damaging 
restructure. This would 
axe 53 full time posts and 
the medical secretary role 
altogether. It would slash pay 
by 12.5 percent.

Sue Gill, a Unison member, 
said, “We’re currently paid at 
the band 4 rate of pay. The 

new job descriptions place 
our roles at band 3, despite 
very minimal differences 
in the work that we’ll be 
expected to do.

“I could lose almost £200 
per month. 

Workers should vote Yes 
to strikes in the ballot, which 
ends on 22 May. 

CLEANERS 

NHS 

AIRPORTS

Aberdeen airport workers 
taxi towards taking action  
STRIKES COULD be taking 
off at Aberdeen Airport after 
workers voted overwhelmingly 
for industrial action.

Unite union members could 
walk out over a pay claim and 
to keep open their final salary 
pension. 

AGS Airports bosses offered 
a 3 percent pay increase for 
workers at Aberdeen and 
Glasgow airports. 

An Acas conciliation service 
agreement from 2016 says the 
pension scheme should remain 
open, but bosses opened 
a 60-day consultation on 
changes in January.  

Shauna Wright, a Unite 
regional officer, said AGS 
should be “left in no doubt 
about the strength of feeling 
among Unite members”. 

“They know that our 
members are prepared to 
protect their hard earned 
pensions through strikes or 
action short of strikes during 
the busy holiday season,” 
she said.

nAIR TRAFFIC controllers at 
Highlands and Island Airports 
(HIAL) in Scotland could strike 
after talks broke down last 
week. 

The Prospect union 
members, who work across 
HIAL’s 11 airports, are 

demanding a 10 percent pay 
rise.

They had rejected bosses’ 
offer of a 2 percent increase. 

Prospect negotiator David 
Avery said, “We will now move 
to further industrial action 
including strikes.”

Workers voted for strikes by 
88 percent in March. 

nSTRIKES WERE called off 
last week at London Heathrow 
Airport after bosses made a 
new pay offer. 

Some 300 baggage handlers 
and check-in staff were due to 
walk out. 

They will now vote on the 
new offer.

In a separate dispute, 120 
workers at Luton airport have 
accepted a new pay offer and 
suspended action. 

It had also been due to start 
on Friday of last week. 

nSECURITY GUARDS at Luton 
Airport have begun their 
programme of industrial action 
over changes to shift patterns. 

The Unite union members 
began a seven day walkout on 
Tuesday.

It followed a four day strike 
from last Wednesday.  

The new shift pattern 
would see them work an extra 
15 days a year. 

TAXIS 

Taxi drivers refuse to work 
for under minimum wage   
ADDISON LEE taxi drivers at 
London Luton Airport struck 
over pay and unfair working 
conditions on Wednesday of 
last week. 

The average hourly wage 
for Addison Lee drivers at 
the airport is £4.72. 

Worker Imran Iqbal said, 
“On an average week I’m 
working 65 hours. 

“But I’m taking home less 
than £350. 

“That’s far below the 
minimum wage”

The drivers are members 
of the Independent Workers 
of Great Britain (IWGB) union

Last year the owners of 
Addison Lee—US private 
equity firm the Carlyle 
Group—paid out £140 million 

in dividends to its two 
billionaire founders. 
lDonate to the drivers’ strike 
fund at t.co/E9PaJIuLW9

nUBER TAXI drivers were 
set to boycott the online app 
between 7am and 4pm on 
Wednesday of this week. 

The strike was planned to 
coincide with Uber’s stock 
market launch, which means 
the firm’s founder is set to 
receive almost £7 billion.

Workers in London, 
Birmingham, Nottingham and 
Glasgow were set to protest 
outside the company’s offices 
in each city. 

The IWGB union is 
demanding Uber respects 
workers’ rights.

Cleaners’ walkout at government office
OUTSOURCED workers  
at the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) 
in central London struck for 
two days from last Wednesday. 

The PCS union members 
at the FCO struck over 
redundancies, changes to pay 
dates and attacks on holiday 
and sick pay.

The union is demanding 
that ministers intervene to 
secure jobs and bring the 
outsourced workers back in 
house. 

It reported that 100 percent 
of its members struck on both 

days of the strike. PCS general 
secretary Mark Serwotka said, 
“Interserve should never have 
been awarded the contract.

“Ministers cannot escape the 
blame for this situation. 

They should have learned 
from the disaster at Carillion 
that contracting-out doesn’t 
make sense financially.

“Jobs at the FCO and 
elsewhere must be brought 
back in-house as soon as 
possible.”

nCLEANING WORKERS at 
the Lyceum Theatre in central 

London have won a pay rise 
from the minimum wage of 
£7.83 an hour to £10 an hour. 

On Saturdays they are set to 
get £20 an hour. 

nCLEANERS AT Goldsmiths 
university in south London 
have been brought in-house. 

It is the culmination of a 
long fight for the workers who 
protested to raise awareness of 
their campaign. 

It means workers will have 
improved sick pay, holiday 
pay, better pay and more 
holidays.  
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NEU can go on attack with the Sats ballot
NEU UNION members are 
organising ahead of an 
indicative ballot on whether to 
boycott Sats tests in primary 
schools.

Primary school children face 
the tests when they are seven 
and 11. They cause huge stress.

NEU members voted to 
ballot for a boycott of the tests 
at their annual conference last 
month. An indicative ballot 
is set to start on 4 June. In 
Ealing, west London, NEU 
members met last week to 
discuss the ballot. 

Teacher Tara told Socialist 
Worker, “We are having a 
phone bank to recruit and reach 
primary school teachers with no 
reps in their schools.”

Tara said there were some 
concerns about what schools 
might try and replace Sats 
with. And there are arguments 
about how reliable teachers’ 
judgement is and whether this 
involves unconscious bias. 

NEU members in Redbridge, 
north east London, are also 
organising and have planned a 
phone bank. 

Teacher Ben told Socialist 
Worker, “We know from our 

pay ballot that where emails 
and texts don’t get through, 
conversations make a big 
difference.”

He added that activists need 
to “raise the sights” of teachers.

East Sussex schools are out
TEACHERS IN the NEU 
union from schools near 
Brighton struck on 1 May.

It was part of their 
campaign to stop 
academisation. The schools 
are Peacehaven Heights 
Primary School, Telscombe 
Cliffs School and Peacehaven 
Community School.

All are threatened with 
being taken over by the 
Swale academies group, an 
anti-union outfit backed by 
East Sussex County Council. 

Each school had about 
30 pickets outside. Strikers 

were determined to stop 
academisation, and said 
they had considerable 
support from parents. 

NEU executive member 
Phil Clarke said workers 
had the full support of 
the union. Later in the 
morning there was a 
march through the town. 

Local MP Lloyd 
Russell-Moyle visited the 
picket lines. He assured 
strikers a Labour government 
would return all academy 
schools to public ownership.
Steve Guy

SOCIAL CARE 

Carers fighting to 
stop huge pay cuts
by SARAH BATES

OVER 650 care support workers at 
Alternative Futures Group (AFG) began 
the latest phase of their industrial 
action this week.

The members of the Unison union—
who are fighting for the minimum wage 
for all the hours they work—began a 
seven‑day walkout from Tuesday. 

Strikers are battling cuts to their 
wages that would see some lose £2,000 
a year. 

Care support workers used to be 
paid for every hour they were at work.

But now bosses want to pay workers 
a flat rate of £40‑50 for an overnight 
shift—less than the minimum wage.

Emma, a Merseyside care support 
worker, said, “It is a struggle to get by 
on the minimum wage and I can’t afford 
a cut to my income. 

“I love working with the service 
users, but I’m having to consider  leaving 
because I can’t pay the bills.

Sorted
“We want AFG to listen and to pay 
us fairly for sleep‑ins. We need this 
matter to be sorted out now.”

AFG claims it can’t afford to pay 
workers any more as local authority 
cuts mean their funding is dropping.

The firm receives funding from 15 
public authority commissioners across 
the north west of England. 

Thirteen of these commissioners 
pay AFG more than the £73.89 per 
shift that would cover the minimum 
wage. 

Instead of paying frontline staff, 

AFG is funnelling cash into the 
 pockets of senior management. 

Its executive pay policy cost it 
£221,000 more this year than if it had 
matched the industry average. 

Paul Barker,  Unison regional 
convener, said, “AFG is taking an 
enormous cut out of the public money 
that is intended for the pay packets of 
low wage care staff.

“The company has the wrong priori‑
ties and it should instead be investing in 
its frontline care staff and in the service.

“It can’t raid this money for executive 
pay and overheads and then say that it 
can’t pay care workers the  minimum 
wage because its other income is 
ring‑fenced,” she said. 
lJoin the strike rally, Fri 10 May, 12 noon, 
St George’s Hall steps, Liverpool, L1 1JJ.

ROYAL MAIL

Medway and Paisley strike
WORKERS AT two Royal 
Mail offices walked out 
unofficially last week.

Members of the CWU 
union struck at the Medway 
mail centre in Kent and a 
delivery office in Paisley, 
Scotland.

CWU officials said the 
workers in Medway had 
taken action against the 
“unacceptable behaviour” 
of Royal Mail managers. 

And the union’s Glasgow 
and District Amal branch 
praised the strikers in 
Paisley for “acting as 

a union to defend each 
other”.

The walkouts came after 
CWU members threatened 
to strike over issues 
including bullying, with a 
vote at their national postal 
conference last week.

The motion said that 
there is a “growing toxic 
workplace culture” in Royal 
Mail offices. It said the CWU 
could launch a national 
ballot for industrial action 
if an agreement signed 
between union leaders and 
bosses last year broke down.

THE SUPPORT workers on 
the picket line (above) and 
with their ‘care at night—pay 
us right’ campaign placards 
(right)

College strikes in London
COLLEGE STRIKES are 
forcing bosses to make 
improved offers to workers 
on pay and conditions. 

UCU union members at 
two London colleges held 
three-day strikes last week.

The action is part of a 
long-running campaign by 
the union to win real-terms 
pay rises and improvements 
in conditions.

Workers struck last week 
at the Tower Hamlets sites 
of New City College in east 
London and at Lambeth 
College in south London.

Management at Lambeth 
College have made a new 
offer to workers following the 
action.

UCU members were set 
to meet on Wednesday to 
discuss it.

Bosses had asked workers 
to suspend their action last 
week. But without any firm 
offer, they voted unanimously 
to continue the strike.

UCU members at 
Croydon and West Thames 
colleges are re-balloting 
for strikes following several 
walkouts. And those at the 
Hackney site of New City 
College are also balloting 
for action.

The UCU said there would 
be “more action” if bosses 
failed to resolve the disputes.

EIS bargain made?
THOUSANDS OF college 
lecturers in Scotland 
are closely watching 
developments in their pay 
dispute. At the end of last 
week their EIS union general 
secretary said that an 
agreement in principle has 
been reached with college 
bosses.

Further meetings were 
planned this week. EIS 
suspended this Wednesday’s 
planed strike. But the union 
said strikes scheduled for 
Wednesday and Thursday of 
next week remain in place. 
Action short of a strike 
continues. 

Lecturers fought for and 
won harmonised equal pay 
across the sector. 

But management now 
want them to pay for that 
by holding down future 
increases.

The present offer 
amounts to a rise of just 
2 percent over three years—
and with worse terms and 
conditions.

UCU GENERAL SECRETARY ELECTION

Election campaign hots up 
THE ELECTION campaign for 
UCU union general secretary 
is underway. Jo McNeill is the 
candidate for the UCU Left, 
which Socialist Worker supports.

Jo told a hustings at 
Cambridge university last week, 
“I believe that UCU has got 
to change.” Jo said the USS 
pensions dispute last year, 
which saw workers at over 60 
universities stage 14 days of 

strikes, showed some of the 
change needed. 

Jo won 41 percent of the 
vote when she stood for general 
secretary against former 
incumbent Sally Hunt in 2017. 

A victory this time would 
boost all union members who 
want a fightback.

The election ends on 23 May.
lGo to jomcneill4gensec.com 
for updates and campaigning

SCHOOLS

FURTHER EDUCATION

John Roan 
to walk out
NEU union members at 
The John Roan school in 
Greenwich, south east London, 
are set to strike on Tuesday 
of next week. The action is 
against a plan to turn the 
school into an academy. NEU 
and GMB union members have 
struck already against it.

They fear academisation will 
mean poorer conditions and 
worse education for children.

Workers have appealed to 
supporters to join them on the 
picket line and demand that 
the Department for Education 
(DfE) revokes the academy 
order.

Some 33 schools have had 
academy orders revoked since 
2016.

Strikers plan to lobby the 
DfE on the day of the strike.
lGo to John Roan Strike 
picket line: Revoke The 
Academy Order! on Facebook

On the picket line in Medway
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ISRAELI MURDER 
IN GAZA STRIP
by NICK CLARK

ISRAELI PRIME minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu said 
his military is “preparing 
to continue” its violence in 
Gaza following an assault 
that killed at least 25 
Palestinians.

Israel came close to 
launching a new invasion of 
Gaza last weekend. A barrage 
of Israeli missiles pummelled 
the besieged Palestinian terri-
tory over two days of fighting, 
during which two infants and 
two pregnant women were 
killed.

It was the latest of a series 
of Israeli bombardments of 
Gaza—the eighth since May 
last year. It was also the 
most violent, with the Israeli 
military making more overt 
threats to launch an invasion.

And speaking after a 
 ceasefire was declared on 
Monday, Netanyahu warned 
that “the campaign is not 
over.” He bragged that Israel 
had hit Palestinians with 
“great force”.  

Israel carried out at least 
320 airstrikes on Gaza—
where some two million 
people live in one of the 

most crowded areas of the 
world. At its height Omar 
Ghraieb, a journalist living in 
Gaza, reported he could hear 
 explosions “every second”.

The assault completely 
destroyed 18 residential 
buildings and severely dam-
aged another 310 as well as 
13 schools.

Netanyahu said he had 
ordered extra “tanks, artil-
lery and infantry” to the area. 
And the head of the Israeli 
military said he was “putting 
together a fighting force.”

Four Israelis were killed by 
rockets fired by Palestinian 
resistance groups. 

Supporters of Israel sought 

to blame the Palestinians for 
the fighting.

But it is the siege of Gaza—
now nearly 12 years old—and 
decades of oppression of the 
Palestinians that are to blame.

The fighting began after 
Israeli soldiers fired on 
Palestinians protesting at the 
fence between Gaza and Israel 

on Friday of last week. It was 
the 57th week of protests 
by Palestinians demanding 
an end to the siege and the 
right of Palestinians to return 
to their homes now in Israel 
(see below).

The same people who 
argue that Israel has a right to 
defend itself by bombarding 

the Gaza Strip condemn 
Palestinians for exercising 
their right to resist. 

Demands on Palestinians to 
stop fighting back really mean 
asking them to be quiet and 
do nothing as the siege and 
occupation continues.

Blockade
Ben Jamal, director of the 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
(PSC) in Britain said, “When 
you occupy the land of 
another people illegally, 
entrap more than 2 million 
under a blockade that makes 
life unbearable then you do 
not have recourse to the claim 
of self-defence. 

“All the violence you 
employ serves to maintain 
your illegitimate power and 
control.”

He called on supporters 
of the Palestinians to join 
a national demonstration 
hosted by the PSC in London 
this Saturday. “Palestinians 
will continue to resist but 
only international solidarity 
supporting that resistance can 
change this story,” he said. 
Join the demo, Sat 11 May,  
12 noon, Portland Place W1A 
1AA. Go to bit.ly/Palestine11May 
for transport details

ISRAELI MISSILES and airstrikes have pummelled Gaza

One state is only solution for justice in Palestine
THE ISRAELI assault 
on Gaza came ahead 
of the 71st anniversary 
of the Nakba—the 
day when Israel was 
founded in 1948.

Palestinians 
commemorate this every 
year, marking the fact 
that some 850,000 of 
them were ethnically 
cleansed from the 
land. Israel’s 
founders wanted 
to ensure the new 
state had a Jewish 
ethnic majority.

Palestinian 
refugees demand 
the right to return 
to the land. 

But supporters 
of Israel say that 
granting this would 
mean the end of Israel 
as a Jewish state.

In a recent article on 
the right wing Times 
of Israel website Luke 
Akehurst, a prominent 
Labour Party activist and 
director of We Believe 

in Israel, said, “This 
demand for an 
absolute right 
of return is not 
compatible with 
the concept of 
two states for two 
peoples. Israel can 

never agree 
to this.”

The idea that Jews 
cannot live alongside 
Arabs was behind the 
ethnic cleansing of 
Palestinians in 1948. 

It is used to justify 
the racist laws and 
violence that keep 
Palestinians marginalised 

inside Israel, and deny 
those living outside 
the right to return. 

The only just solution 
is for a single, secular 
state in all of Palestine 
with equal democratic 
rights for Jews, Arabs and 
all people living in it.

Trump ups hostility to Iran 
THE US has sent an 
aircraft carrier and 
bomber task force to 
the Persian Gulf in the 
Middle East, with the 
threat of “unrelenting 
force” against Iran.

US president Donald 
Trump’s security 
adviser, John Bolton, 
said he wanted to 
send a “clear and 
unmistakable 
message to the 
Iranian regime”.

Trump has 
deliberately 
escalated threats of 

violence against Iran 
because he sees it as 
a threat to the US’s 
dominance in the region.

The US has also 
imposed economic 
sanctions on Iran, 
causing misery for the 

poorest people in 
Iranian society. 

The 
sanctions 
have led to 
shortages 
of fuel and 
medicine, 

and mean 
that some 

Iranian workers 
have gone 

without 
wages.

A Palestinian mourns the death of her brother in recent attacks

Mass murderer John BoltonLuke Akehurst defends Israeli violence
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