
 HIT BACK
 AT THE

 RACISTS

SHAKE UP THE RIGHT!

ANTI-RACISTS HAVE fought 
to kick racism out of the 
European elections. 

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
and Unite Against Fascism have 
focused particularly on stopping 
Nazi Tommy Robinson in the 
North West of England.

They have mobilised hun-
dreds of people to deliver tens 
of thousands of leaflets across 
the region. 

And SUTR supporters have 
also campaigned against the 
foul alt-right Ukip candidates.

Most polls indicated that 
Nigel Farage’s Brexit Party will 
win the highest percentage 

when results are announced 
in the early hours on Monday. 
It is likely to take right wing 
votes from the Tories and Ukip. 

Farage, a racist ex-banker, 
has falsely presented himself 
as a democrat standing up to 
the out of touch Establishment. 

Whether people voted Leave 
of Remain, we have to unite 
working class people against 
the fascists, far right and 
racism after the elections. 

And we have to use the 
Tories’ crisis to drive out their 
regime of austerity and racism. 
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Tories set to 
implode at 
Euro election
THE TORIES faced a 
wipeout at this week’s 
European elections.

As polls predicted that the 
party could win just 
9 percent of the vote, Tory 
MPs openly speculated about 
doing deals with the Brexit 
Party. The Financial Times 
newspaper wrote, “A sense 
of doom has settled on the 
party.”

In a sign of the scale of 
the crisis, Lord Heseltine was 
suspended from the party 
whip this week. The former 
deputy prime minister and 
Tory stalwart for over 
50 years had said he might 
vote Lib Dem over Brexit.

Many other Tories 
deliberately kept a low profile 
in the European elections. 

One Midlands MP said 
that if he asked activists to 
campaign they would “laugh”. 

And it’s not only the Euro 
elections that the Tories have 
to worry about.

An Opinium poll for the 
Observer newspaper last 
weekend showed that more 
voters would back the Brexit 
Party than the Tories at the 
next general election. 

Nigel Farage’s party got 
24 percent of the vote in the 
poll, while the Tories got 
22 percent. Tories are either 
defecting 
>>continued on page 5

ESTHER McVEY launched her 
leadership bid this week

EDITORIAL

MICHAEL HESELTINE—
suspended by the Tories
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�A SHINY supplement to 
the bosses' Financial Times 

newspaper extolled the virtures 
of investing in Greece. It included 
a interview with prime minister 
Alexis Tsipras of Syriza—“From 
firebrand to economic reformer”. 
He defended cuts by explaining, 
“Reforms are like a bicycle, if you 
don't make them you fall off.”

 Cops’ hidden evidence proves  
framed fisher folk’s innocence
FIVE FISHING workers  
convicted of smuggling 
a record haul of cocaine 
claim that police failed to 
disclose vital radar evi-
dence that proves their 
innocence. 

The crew was jailed for 
between 14 and 24 years 
in 2011 after £53 million 
worth of the drug was found 
at Freshwater Bay off the Isle 
of Wight. 

In an application for 
leave to appeal against their 
convictions, they say that 
police did not hand over 
evidence from the radar 
of a Border Force cutter 
patrolling the Channel. 

This proves that their boat 
did not cross the path of a 
cargo ship from which the 
drugs were allegedly thrown.

The men’s lawyers say 
that expert analysis of the 
radar of the cutter, HMC 

Vigilant, proves that their 
fishing boat did not come 
with 165 metres of the 
path of the MSC Oriane, on 
which the drugs were alleg-
edly smuggled from Brazil in 
May 2010. 

The application also says 

that an expert has found that 
Vigilant’s radar picked up 
another small boat in the area 
where the drugs were alleg-
edly collected.

Police had downloaded the 
data from the Vigilant’s radar 
but instead used less detailed 

information from the fishing 
boat’s radar system, leading 
to the miscalculations, the 
men’s lawyers say.

Sue Beere, whose hus-
band Jonathan was jailed for 
24 years, said, “The police 
have let innocent men rot in 
prison for a crime they didn’t 
commit. 

“They could have stopped 
this terrible miscarriage of 
justice happening at any time 
they wanted. 

“They had evidence in their 
possession which would have 
proved the men didn’t do it. 
We never even knew this evi-
dence existed.”

Edward Fitzgerald QC, 
who is representing the men, 
told the Court of Appeal 
that the data from Vigilant’s 
radar was not disclosed at 
the trial or included in a list 
of unused material drawn up 
by prosecutors.

�WOMEN SPIES are paid almost 
10 percent less than male spooks.

About a third of people working at MI5, MI6 
and the GCHQ listening centre are women. 

But the gender pay gap means a woman 
intelligence analyst gets £27,000 compared 
to a male colleague’s £30,000.

Bosses of the three main spy organisations 
who hold the rank of director general, 
earn about £200,000 a year.

Brexit Party fundraiser is 
a posh money launderer 
A DISGRACED former 
aide to Nigel Farage who 
was jailed in America for 
offering to launder drug 
money is a fundraiser 
for the Brexit Party.

George Cottrell, 
an aristocrat known 
as “Posh George”, 
served as Ukip’s head 
of fundraising until his 
arrest by federal agents 
on charges of extortion, 
money laundering 
and fraud in 2016.

Cottrell is handling 
wealthy donors to 
the Brexit Party. 

He grew up on 
a private island in 
the Caribbean and 
was educated at 
the £36,000-a-year 

Malvern College in 
Worcestershire.

He is reportedly 
worth £250 million.

Meanwhile Aaron 
Banks has spent 
£450,000 on Farage 
to fund his lavish 
lifestyle, including 
renting an exclusive 
£4.4 million home in 
Chelsea and providing 
a car and driver.

�

The application also says 

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘This is not a 
job for anyone 
who thinks of 
themselves as a 
cast member of 
The West Wing’
Labour MP Stella Creasy 
advertising for an office 
manager in her Walthamstow 
constituency.

‘S&M dungeon 
with dominatrix 
aunt?’
Tory MP Tim Loughton advises 
fellow Tory James Cleverly 
which combination of room 
and family member for a 
potential leadership campaign 
launch photo

‘Extremism is 
coming up to us 
from the left and 
from the right 
and we need to 
make sure that 
we fill the middle’
Work and pensions secretary 
Amber Rudd’s warning to the 
Conservative Party

‘It’s a failure, how 
did that happen?’ 
Nigel Farage to his security, 
after being hit by a milkshake

‘She is like an 
extreme member 
of a Tupperware 
party’
Jon Culshaw on Andrea 
Leadsom, leader of the 
Commons
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Government is still 
lying about torture   
THE GOVERNMENT has 
been developing a secret 
policy on torture that 
allows ministers to sign 
off intelligence-sharing 
that could lead to torture.

An internal Ministry of 
Defence policy document, 
dated November 2018, 
creates a provision for 
ministers to approve 
passing information to 
allies. This is even if 
there is a risk of torture, 
should they judge that the 
potential benefits justify it.

The document amounts 
to a parallel policy over 
Cabinet Office rules.

Cabinet Office 
“consolidated guidance” 
states that Britain does 
“not participate in, solicit, 
encourage or condone the 

use of torture or cruel, 
inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment 
for any purpose”.

But the MoD’s internal 
policy states that although 
there is a presumption 
not to share information 
with allies when there is 
a “serious risk” of torture, 
this can be overridden if 
“ministers agree that the 
potential benefits justify 
accepting the risk”.

Care residents 
moved across 
country 
ONE IN five care home 
residents have been sent 
out of their local area, 
with some stranded more 
than 450 miles from 
families and friends.

Some frail or vulnerable 
people are being taken 
from five local authority 
areas in London and 
southern England to 
Glasgow and north east 
Scotland, because closer 
beds are unavailable.

More than two thirds of 
the local authorities that 
responded to a Freedom of 
Information request said 
they had sent somebody at 
least 125 miles away.

On average, one in ten 
care home residents never 
receive any visitors.

The figures are based 
on responses from 111 out 
of 152 care-commissioning 
local authorities in 
England, which moved 
nearly 28,500 people in 
residential care outside 
their area.

Unequal pay

Posh George Cottrell (right)

THE FRESHWATER five’s fishing boat

British army in action

Victims of torture 

UN slams 
government 
over troops
THE UN intervened into 
the controversy over 
investigations into veterans 
who served in Northern 
Ireland by demanding the 
government set up a unit 
to investigate incidents.

The United Nations 
Committee Against Torture 
said it was “seriously 
concerned” that many 
allegations of torture, 
ill treatment and killing 
that took place during 
the conflict had not been 
effectively investigated.

Few had been held 
accountable and victims 
had not obtained redress 
for what had taken place, 
it added. 

The government should 
ensure “investigations 
are conducted into 
outstanding allegations of 
torture, ill treatment and 
conflict related killings” 
to establish the truth and 
prosecute perpetrators.

Instead, the Tories are 
promising to bring in 
new rules to stop British 
soldiers from being 
prosecuted for any crime 
they commit.



Ice melts at chilling rate 
ANTARCTIC ICE is being lost five 
times faster than in the 1990s, 
alarming new analysis has 
revealed.

Warming oceans are causing 
glaciers to slide into the sea, 
dramatically rising sea levels. 

The new report, 
published in the 
Geophysical Research 
Letters journal, showed 
that losses of ice are 
doubling every decade. 

That’s a rate much 
faster than predicted only 
a few years ago.

Andy Shepherd, 
a professor at the 
University of Leeds who 
led the study, said this 

process “used to be spoken of 
in geological time scales, but 
that has now been replaced by 
people’s lifetimes.” 

The report shows that a 
warmer ocean in west Antarctica 
has caused five millimetres of sea 

level rise since 1992.
A complete loss of the 

west Antarctic ice sheet 
would cause a five metre 
rise, and leave hundreds 
of coastal cities across 
the world facing severe 
flooding.

Urgent action is 
needed to stem the tide 
of extreme weather, 
rising sea levels and a 
warming atmosphere.

IN BRIEF

Swarm at town 
hall in Hackney
EXTINCTION Rebellion (XR) 
activists swarmed Hackney 
town hall last Friday to 
demand the east London 
council stop using the 
Glyphosate weed killer in 
parks and playgrounds. 

Campaigners say that the 
herbicide—also known as 
Roundup—is toxic to humans 
and animals. 

“The world’s most used 
weed killer damages the 
beneficial bacteria in the 
guts of honeybees and 
makes them more prone to 
deadly infections,” said XR 
Hackney.

Greenpeace 
blockade BP  
ACTIVISTS from 
Greenpeace blockaded BP’s 
headquarters in an attempt 
to disrupt the oil firm’s 
AGM. 

They set up camp outside 
all five entrances to the 
building at 3am on Monday. 

Twelve activists were 
arrested by the evening. 

Paul Morozzo from 
Greenpeace said, “We’re 
shutting down BP’s HQ 
because business as usual is 
just not an option.”

No champagne 
on dead planet 
OVER 100 people protested 
as Tory-controlled Derbyshire 
County Council debated a 
motion to declare a climate 
emergency last Thursday.

In the meeting the Tories 
used their majority to rip the 
guts out of the motion. 

Council leader Barry Lewis 
said global warming could 
lead to Derbyshire becoming 
a champagne-producing 
region.
James Eaden 

Climate strikers prepare 
for global wave of action  
by SARAH BATES 

A HUGE climate strike was set to 
sweep across the world this week 
as part of the latest Fridays for 
Future school student walkouts.  

It will see the second day of globally 
coordinated action this Friday—the 
first saw an estimated 1.5 million 
students walk out in 134 countries. 

Students across the globe are 
demanding that adults treat climate 
change like the emergency is it—and 
act accordingly. 

In Britain school strikes were 
planned at least 108 locations.

One of the demands of coordina-
tors UK Student Climate Network is 
to get climate change added to the 
national curriculum. They say the 
theme of this week’s strike is, “Teach 
the future.”

Sean is a 14 year old student at 
Queens Park Community School in 
west London.

He told Socialist Worker that the 
huge walkouts, alongside action by 
Extinction Rebellion (XR), have had 
an impact. 

Forced
“It’s important—it’s forced people 
to be confronted at least temporar-
ily with the issue and understand it 
better,” he said.

Sean thinks part of the reason XR’s 
action received so much publicity is 
because “it was done mostly by adults 
who are harder to ignore”.

This week’s action is set to receive 
solidarity from trade unionists.

Workers from NEU, RMT and 
Unison union branches were set 
to bring their banners to Friday’s 
demonstration. 

Trade unionist Alan Crowe from 
the European passenger service 
branch of the RMT transport union 
plans to be there with his branch 
banner. He told Socialist Worker, 
“We need to keep the momentum 

up on climate change and make the 
movement as strong as possible.”

Alan said the huge school climate 
strikes “have been very good”.

“You feel that you’re missing out,” 
he said.

“Especially when you’re sat at 
work, you have the struggles of 
everyday life.

“But then you see something like 
the climate rebellion and you realise 
there’s a much bigger picture.”

Sean said it was a welcome step 
that trade unionists have begun to 
support the strike.

“I think it’s really important to 
start getting unions on board—and 

workers on strike,” he said. A vibrant 
and determined climate movement 
on the streets is starting to make a 
different. 

Since the last round of school 
strikes and XR’s International 
Rebellion in April the British govern-
ment declared a climate emergency.

This is a good first step. The move-
ment has to continue to fight not just 
for words, but for the urgent action 
needed to tackle the ecological chaos. 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

IN THIS WEEK

 1863
German workers 
found association 
THE GENERAL German 
Workers’ Association 
was the first social 
democratic party founded 
in the German Empire.

The association was 
set up on 23 May in the 
eastern city of Leipzig.

It later merged into the 
Social Democratic Party. 

The Arctic is melting 

STUDENTS IN London (above) were among an estimated 1.5 million who struck worldwide in April  
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The strikes have 
forced people 
to confront and 
think about 
the issue of 
climate change   

‘‘ 

Global Climate 
Strike for Future
Friday 24 May bit.ly/24MayStrike

School students will strike again

Global Climate 
Strike for Future
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 Anti-racists  
 take action  
 against  
 Robinson in  
 North West   
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

CAMPAIGNERS WERE out to 
stop Nazi Tommy Robinson in the 
European elections right up to the 
vote on Thursday.

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
and Unite Against Fascism (UAF) 
have mobilised against Robinson’s 
 thuggish campaign in the North West 
of England. They have united Labour 
Party members,  revolutionary social-
ists, trade  unionists and students 
across the region. 

Around 150 young Muslims con-
fronted Robinson supporters in 
Oldham last Saturday chanting, 
“Nazi scum off our streets”. 

Abdel, a Muslim Defence League 
supporter whose name we’ve 
changed, told Socialist Worker, 
“The objective was to get Tommy 
Robinson out of Oldham. 

“For him to pack up after 
45   minutes was a brilliant victory 
for our side.”

One witness to the confronta-
tion told Socialist Worker, “Some 
people came out of their houses 
to support the Muslims and one of 
them had a placard saying, ‘No to 
Islamophobia’.”

The confrontation came after a 
SUTR and UAF day of action that 
saw protests and leafleting across the 
region. Campaigners delivered tens 
of thousands of leaflets in Greater 
Manchester, Liverpool, Carlisle in 
Cumbria, Crewe in Cheshire and 
Preston in Lancashire.

Scandal
Around 40 people joined a pro-
test in Heywood, Rochdale, 
where Robinson was holding a 
 lunchtime rally. He picked the 
area because it was the centre 
of a child sexual abuse scandal 
that saw cops and authorities 
fail victims. 

Robinson talks of “Muslim 
grooming gangs” to push the 
racist lie that Muslim or 
Asian culture is to 
blame for sexual 
abuse.

His rally at The 
H e y w o o d  p u b 

attracted around 100 people, includ-
ing hardened racists and some local 
residents. Supporters said they 
were backing Robinson because of 
“grooming gangs” and “wanting to 
live in a British country”.

Robinson, a middle class busi-
nessman, claims he is standing up 
for the “left behind” and is targeting 
working class estates. 

Angela, a Labour member, has 
been campaigning against Robinson 
in Heywood and nearby Middleton. 
“Tommy Robinson tells working 
class people that he’s one of us,” she 
told Socialist Worker.

“Some of the language he uses 
about the establishment seems sim-
ilar to the left, but we say turn on 
the establishment. He says turn on 
other working class people.”

Proportional representation and 
low turnout means Robinson could 
win a seat in the North West. 

A warning came in Merseyside on 
Sunday. Hundreds of people 

outnumbered Robinson sup-
porters in Bootle and there 
was support for a broad-
based  counter-protest in 
Huyton later in the day. 

But around 300 people 
did join his rally in Huyton.  

Robinson is a Nazi 
whose aim remains 

t o  b u i l d  a 
 violent street 
movement. 

He must 
be stopped. 

BACK STORY
Tommy Robinson stood in 
European elections this week
lThe ex-British National Party 
member hoped to be elected in 
the North West of England
lThe campaign to stop him has 
united revolutionaries, Labour 
members and trade unionists
lRobinson claims to be standing 
up for working class people who 
feel they have been ‘left behind’
lBut he’s a middle class Nazi 
whose aim is to build up a violent 
movement on the streets

ANTI-RACISTS CAMPAIGNING against Tommy Robinson Picture: Martin eMPson

 Unions and Labour Party activists  
 bolster European election battle
THE METHODIST Central Hall in 
Manchester was a hub of activity 
last Saturday as activists came from 
other areas to help campaign in the 
city centre.

Tom, a Labour Party member 
from Scarborough, told Socialist 
Worker, “We don’t want to see 
dangerous people like Tommy 
Robinson elected.

“He would become the go-to 
racist person for the media like 
Nigel Farage is now.”

At the same time around 35 
people joined a leafleting session in 
Oldham, including Labour shadow 
education secretary Angela Rayner. 

Ameen, a Unison union member, 
told Socialist Worker, “We had a 
generally good reception. 

“People love the video of 
‘megaphone man’.” This was a 
reference to a video of SUTR 
North West organiser Paul Jenkins 
shouting down Robinson in 
Barrow-on-Furness that went viral 
last Friday. 

Paul was one of those 
campaigning in Liverpool last 
Saturday where activists leafleted 
across the city centre. He told 

Socialist Worker, “The majority of 
people hate Tommy Robinson and 
the fascists.

“But a lot of people aren’t aware 
that there’s an election or the small 
share of votes Robinson needs to 
get to get elected. Once you say 
that to people, they are motivated 
to vote against Robinson.”

Around 20 people leafleted 
against Robinson in Crewe, 
Cheshire. Jerry, a socialist and 

SUTR activist, told Socialist 
Worker, “Crewe has seen better 
days so it’s not surprising people 
are hacked off.

“Four of Robinson’s lot showed 
up to try to intimidate us, but they 
slunk off and lot of people were 
congratulating us for being there.”

Yunus, a socialist and SUTR 
activist from the north east, joined 
around a dozen people leafleting in 
Carlisle. 

He told Socialist Worker, “For all 
the people who might be convinced 
by him, a much larger group of 
people know the truth about him.”

The day of campaigning in the 
North West finished with a rally in 
Manchester. 

Speakers included Labour mayor 
Andy Burnham, Labour MEP Julie 
Ward and Michael Bradley from the 
SUTR national office.

Burnham said he thanked “in 
particular Unite Against Fascism 
and Stand Up To Racism” and “our 
trade union colleagues”. 

The unions have supported 
the SUTR campaign and paid for 
tens of thousands of leaflets to be 
distributed across the region. 

A poster at Lime Street in Liverpool
sponsored by the Unite union

Nazi Tommy Robinson
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Rachel Johnson

 Far right rally in Milan as 
 polls predict high votes
FAR RIGHT parties in 
many parts of Europe 
were hoping for major 
gains in this week’s 
elections.

Several held a rally 
in Milan, Italy, last 
Saturday. 

Headlining the 
event was Italian 
deputy prime minister 
Matteo Salvini whose 
Lega party led in the 
polls. 

He was flanked 
by Marine Le Pen 
of France’s fascist 
National Rally.

Also present were 
Geert Wilders of the 
anti-Islam Dutch 
Party for Freedom 
and Jorg Meuthen 
of the anti-migrant 
Alternative for 
Germany. 

And there were 
far right parties from 
Slovakia, Austria, 
Finland and Bulgaria.

Salvini’s supporters 
chanted, “Europe is 
Christian, not Muslim.” 

Le Pen said, “We say 
no to this immigration 
which has submerged 
our nations, putting 
our people at risk.”

Salvini responded 
by saying, “There are 
no extremists, racists 
or fascists in this 
square.”

Hundreds of 
counter-demonstrators 
jeered and whistled, 
sometimes drowning 
out the speakers. 
“Fascists leave Milan,” 
they chanted as Salvini 
took the stage.

In France polls 
showed the National 
Rally neck and 
neck with president 
Emmanuel Macron’s 
party.

Le Pen has posed as 
the focus for all those 
who want to cast a 
“useful vote” to deny 
the unpopular Macron 
top spot.

Unfortunately the 
left has not been 
able to put forward 
a credible fighting 
alternative.

Many who have 

taken part in the 
Yellow Vest movement 
won’t vote, seeing the 
elections as irrelevant 
to their lives. 

They continue with 
their street protests.

However there 
was good news last 
week that the CGT 
union federation’s 
conference voted for 
“convergence” with 
the Yellow Vests. 

Activists have been 
demanding this for 
months.
Stand Up To Racism 
forum—How can we 
stop Trump and the far 
right across Europe? 
Sat 1 June, 2pm, NEU, 
Mabledon Place, London 
WC1H 9BD. Speakers 
include Kevin Courtney, 
Grace Blakeley and Alfio 
Bernabe

Geert Wilders, Matteo Salvini, Jorg Meuthen and 
Marine Le Pen rallied in Milan last Saturday

 Pessimism from Change UK
CHANGE UK was 
hardly figuring in 
election opinion polls 
as Socialist Worker 
went to press.

The party is rooted 
in The Independent 
Group formed by 
seven anti-Corbyn MPs 
who left the Labour 
Party in February.

Now with added 
Tories it has 11 MPs. 

But leader Heidi 
Allen has hinted 
the party may not 
be even around at 
the next election. 
She told Radio 4 the 
future could include 

a “modern world of 
coalition” with parties 
including the Liberal 
Democrats. 

Last Saturday, 
Change UK candidate 

Rachel Johnson told 
the Times newspaper 
magazine her party 
has “a terrible name”. 

She said it wants 
to “focus-group 
everything” and that 
it made an error in 
not doing a deal with 
other Remain parties. 

Last week, Johnson 
admitted that Nigel 
Farage’s Brexit Party 
would walk it in the 
South West region. 

She said she was 
going to have her 
“arse handed to her 
on a plate by Ann 
Widdecombe”.

 Sun’s Kavanagh is for Farage
TREVOR Kavanagh, 
The Sun’s former 
editor, has announced 
support for Nigel 
Farage and the Brexit 
Party.

“Eurosceptic Britain 
has always treated its 
five-year election cycle 
with the contempt it 
deserves, with barely 

one in three bothering 
to vote at all,” wrote 
Kavanagh on Monday.

But, he added, this 
time, “We need to take 
the trouble, turn up at 
the polling station and 
put our cross on Nigel 
Farage’s Brexit Party.”

It follows the Sun’s 
demand that “Mrs May 

MUST go immediately 
after her deal’s final 
defeat in early June”.

Such support 
underlines the danger 
of a racist party, 
possibly in alliance 
with Boris Johnson as 
Tory leader, receiving 
widespread media 
support. 
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MAKE THE MOST OF TORY 
EURO ELECTION DISASTER

 >>>continued from front page
to the Brexit Party or pledging 
to vote for it. 

Tory MP Crispin Blunt 
last weekend said it was 
“unavoidable” that the Tories 
would form “some kind of 
electoral pact” with the Brexit 
Party.

Just days after the European 
elections, May faces another 
defeat when her Brexit deal is put 
to the vote for a fourth time. 

May’s claim to be offering a 
“new and improved deal” has 
fallen fl at. 

As one Tory offi cial said, 
“There’s nothing new in it, it’s all 
the stuff we know about already.”

Even Commons leader Andrea 
Leadsom has threatened to 
withdraw support for the deal. 

She told the Radio 4 Today 
programme this week that she 
continued to support May and 
the bill “as long as it continues to 
be leaving the European Union”.

She said she couldn’t back any 
changes to the deal that would 
open up the possibility of a formal 
customs union with the European 
Union.

May has managed to cling onto 
offi ce despite three defeats in 
parliament—but she is now losing 

even more support. The Opinium 
poll found that two out of fi ve 
voters who backed the Tories 
in 2017 think May should resign 
now, compared to 32 percent 
before April’s local elections.

And for the fi rst time, more 
people thought that MPs should 
vote down May’s Brexit deal than 
thought they should vote for it.

May should go now. 
But it’s an utter scandal that 

those who will immediately 
benefi t the most from the Tory 
crisis are the racists of the Brexit 
Party and other right wing Tories. 

A series of Tories have started 
wrangling over who will replace 
May when she is fi nally forced 
out.

On Monday the disgraced 
former work and pensions 
secretary Esther McVey launched 
her bid to become the next Tory 
leader. 

Her “Blue Collar 
Conservatism” is supposedly 
geared towards what working 
class people want.

It focused on reactionary 
policies such as slashing the aid 
budget and giving more cash to 
the cops.

Other leadership options 
include former Brexit secretary 
Dominic Raab, who thinks men 
face “blatant discrimination” 
and says workers in Britain are 
“idlers”. 

Or there’s former banker and 
current home secretary Sajid 
Javid, who likes to attack migrants 
and refugees.

But the favourite to succeed 
May is millionaire old Etonian 
and hardline right wing Brexiteer 
Boris Johnson.

Getting a new leader won’t end 
the Tory crisis and it won’t get rid 
of the party’s deep divisions over 
Brexit. 

We need to urgently fi ght to 
force May and the Tories out—
and to stop the right from gaining 
from their crisis.

STOP WARMONGER TRUMP
F OR THE second time in his 

presidency, Donald Trump 
has threatened to destroy a 

whole country.
He promised the “offi cial end of 

Iran” last Sunday. 
And Britain’s foreign secretary 

Jeremy Hunt rushed to back him 
up, saying, “I would say to the 
Iranians—do not underestimate 
the resolve of the US.”

Trump isn’t just a loose cannon. 
His brinkmanship over Iran fl ows 
from the US’s defeat on the 
battlefi eld of Iraq. In 2003 then 

president George W Bush hoped 
the invasion would signal to rivals 
that the US was still top dog.

The opposite was true—and 
the big winner was Iran.

So his successor Barack Obama 
tried to contain Iran’s infl uence 
through conciliation and signed 
the 2015 nuclear deal.

The Trump administration 
wants a more “go it alone” 
approach. 

He withdrew from the deal and 
hired John Bolton, who advised 
Bush in 2003 and has pushed for 

war throughout his career.
Israel and Saudi Arabia always 

opposed the nuclear deal, urging 
for a more aggressive policy 
towards their biggest regional rival. 
They have found more of a hearing 
with Trump.

It’s likely that the US will rely on 
economic sanctions, but growing 
regional tensions mean even a 
small incident could make war 
more likely.

These war threats are another 
reason to take to the streets 
against Trump in London on 4 June.

We need to 
urgently fight to 
force the Tories 
out and stop the 
right from gaining 

‘‘ 
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 Ruling class split is  
 to Farage’s benefit
WHO IS the most successful British politician of the 
21st century? The depressing answer, according to the 
election expert John Curtice, is Nigel Farage.

One can see what he means. David Cameron conceded a 
referendum on British membership of the European Union 
(EU) in large part to undercut the electoral threat that 
Ukip—led by Farage—posed to the Tories. Instead Farage 
and his allies won the referendum and destroyed Cameron.

Now Farage’s Brexit Party is set to come top in the 
European parliamentary elections. 

Why? Because Brexit has thrown the two main parties and 
the political system they dominate into complete disarray.

This is particularly true of the Tories. Many of their MPs 
and most of their activists want to break completely with the 
EU but the bulk of big business desperately want to maintain 
close connections with Brussels.

Squeezed between these two forces, Theresa May struck 
a deal with the remaining 27 EU member states that pleased 
no one. 

Worse still, she has been unable to get it through the 
House of Commons, where none of the mainstream solutions 
to the Brexit conundrum seems to have a majority.

It looks as if the Tories will be severely punished for this 
paralysis in this week’s European elections. This has been 
obvious for weeks. But now the spotlight is on Labour.

The tragedy is that Jeremy Corbyn could have 
transformed the referendum campaign back in 2016. 

But the Labour right wing that dominated the Shadow 
Cabinet blocked Corbyn from advocating the position for 
which he had long stood—a break with the EU from the left.

So the referendum campaign was dominated by the 
neoliberal centre defending the EU and the Tory right and 
UKIP leading the Leave camp. Both sides were quite happy to 
whip up anti-migrant racism.

After the referendum Corbyn cultivated an ambiguous 
stance on Brexit that stood him in good stead in the general 
election of June 2017.

Here he won the support of both Remainers and Leavers 
who liked his principled opposition to austerity. But now it’s 
make up your mind time.

Paralysed
Corbyn has been paralysed by the pressure of the Labour 
right to take up essentially a Remain position centred on the 
demand for a second referendum. He hasn’t wholly caved 
in, but Labour’s drift means it looks set to lose votes to both 
the Brexit Party and the pro-Remain camp.

So it is the paralysis of both Tories and Labour that have 
given Farage his opening. He hopes to use a big vote on 
Thursday to make the far right a serious electoral force in 
British politics, as it is in much of continental Europe. 

It’s also clear that the supposedly “progressive” pro-
Remain parties—Liberal Democrats, Greens, and the 
incompetent rabble that is Change UK—are targeting Labour 
voters. 

In doing so they are not simply seeking to reverse the 
referendum result. They are doing the dirty work of big 
business, which is terrified of a Corbyn government.

The main issue in the European elections is not Brexit, 
strange though it may seem. 

It is whether Labour is going to have the chance to put 
forward a left wing alternative to the neoliberal austerity 
that has devastated British society for the past decade. 
Compared to this, whether Britain stays in the EU is a 
secondary issue.

If you have any doubts about this, consider how the 
Tories are likely to respond to a Brexit Party triumph in the 
European elections. 

May will be shuffled off the stage as quickly as possible. 
Boris Johnson is almost certain to win the subsequent Tory 
leadership election as the person most likely to see off the 
threats from both Farage and Corbyn.

This will probably mean a no-deal Brexit. It will in the 
short term also mean a right wing Tory government aligning 
itself as closely as possible to Donald Trump. 

Also in the short term, the only force standing in the 
way of this prospect electorally is Labour under Corbyn. 
Therefore what we need to see on Thursday is the biggest 
possible Labour vote.

THOUSANDS GATHERED in Austria to pile pressure on the government 

 Corruption final nail in coffin  
 for Austrian Tory/Nazi allies
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

ANTI-FASCISTS IN Austria 
are celebrating after the 
collapse of the country’s 
Tory/Nazi coalition last 
weekend.

Tory chancellor (prime 
minister) Sebastian Kurz was 
forced to call early elections 
on Sunday amid protests. 

His deputy, fascist FPO 
leader Heinz Christ ian 
Strache, resigned the day 
before over a corruption 
scandal.

The FPO’s parliamentary 
leader Johann Gudenus was 
also forced to resign. 

Two newspapers pub-
lished a video secretly filmed 
in Ibiza of Strache, Gudenus, 
and a woman who claimed 
to be the niece of an oligarch 
close to Russian president 
Vladimir Putin. 

The footage from 2017 
shows them discuss how 
she could gain control of the 
Kronen Zeitung newspaper 
to help the FPO’s election 
campaign. 

In the video, Strache floats 
the possibility of awarding 
her public contracts.

Around 5,000 people took 
to the streets of the capital 
Vienna on Saturday after the 
news broke. Chants of “Fresh 
elections” and “Strache fuck 
you—no one misses you” 
rang out.

Lin joined the protests to 
“show her resistance because 
we have no other option”. 

“It’s very clear that this 
government should be 
replaced, that new elections 
should be called, that this 
can’t go on,” she said.

Another protester Lili 
added, “We hope that 
 something really changes 
now”. 

Julia Herr, chair of Socialist 
Youth of Austria, told the 
crowd, “This government does 
not represent our interests.

“This government sees the 
Austrian state as a  self-service 
store for its own interests and 
the interests of its friends in 
business.” Kurz has said he 

wants another election in 
September in the hope of 
buying time to regroup the 
Tory OVP. 

H e  c l a i m e d  t o  b e 
 “personally insulted” by the 
video, but his vicious racism 
against Muslims, migrants and 
refugees has fuelled the FPO. 

Mimicked
He took the party sharply to 
the right and mimicked parts 
of the fascists’  programme in 
the general election in 2017. 
He then formed a coalition 
and gave the FPO top jobs, 
including ministries in charge 
of police and security. 

Linkswende Jetzt (Left 
Turn Now), a  revolutionary 
socialist organisation, has 
been at the heart of the 
movement against FPO. 

In a statement it said, “The 
anti-fascist movement meant 
that Heinz Christian Strache 
was ready for a fall. 

“The nail in the coffin was 
the Ibiza video.”

It added, “We cannot 
allow the FPO to sanitise its 
image again and we must 
not let Kurz get away with 
it. He knew exactly what he 
was getting into when he 
brought the FPO into the 
government.”

Anti-fascists and  socialists 
demanded an immediate 
general election. 

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Conservatives triumph
THE LIBERAL (Tory) 
government in Australia 
was re-elected last 
Saturday following 
widespread predictions 
of a Labor victory.

Instead, prime 
minister Scott Morrison’s 
conservative coalition 
won a majority in 
the election. He told 
supporters, “I’ve always 
believed in miracles.”

Labor leader Bill 
Shorten resigned 
following 
the party’s 
defeat.

Labor 
had failed 
to come 

out clearly in favour of 
working class people 
and against the rich. 

And a lack of active 
mobilisation from the 
unions meant that 
class issues were 
less prominent in the 
election campaign.

The right wingers of 
One Nation capitalised 
on fears that measures 
to tackle climate change 
would hit workers’ jobs. 

Labor failed to make 
clear that fighting 
climate change can 

boost jobs 
and benefit 
ordinary 
people.

Scott Morrison

Sebastian Kurz
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Wales baby 
deaths are 
sign of NHS 
cuts crisis  
Lack of doctors, overworked staff and 
years of underfunding services lie 
behind scandal of baby deaths

HOW MANY babies have to die 
before authorities admit that 
maternity services in South 
Wales are at breaking point?

That’s a question that many are 
asking after shocking revelations 
from the inquest into the death of 
Jenson James Francis. 

He died 40 minutes after being 
born at Prince Charles Hospital in 
Merthyr Tydfil last year.

The coroner last week heard 
that recordings of Jenson’s foetal 
 heartbeat were “abnormal”. 

They indicated that Tiffany 
Gillard should have been offered a 
caesarean section delivery six hours 
before the baby was delivered.

But so few experienced staff were 
available that the readings were 
wrongly interpreted. And senior 
doctors who were at home, but 
on-call, were never alerted to the 
danger.

The inquest heard how there 
was only one doctor running the 
labour, antenatal, postnatal and 
gynaecology wards overnight. It 
found Jenson died of heart and lung 
 failure due to “a failure to deliver 
him in good time”.

Alarm 
But Jenson’s death is far from the 
first to raise the alarm. 

Welsh Labour health minister 
Vaughan Gething was last month 
forced to put maternity services at 
the Royal Glamorgan and Prince 
Charles hospitals into “special 
measures”.

He was prompted by concerns 
about the deaths of a number of 
babies—including eight stillbirths 
and five newborn deaths between 
January 2016 and last September. 

There were also 25 serious inci-
dents in which women and babies 
could have been harmed.

One report found, “Many women 
had felt something was wrong with 
their baby or tried to convey the 
level of pain they were experiencing.

“But they were ignored or 
 patronised, and no action was 
taken, with tragic outcomes”.

A review by the Royal College of 

Midwives and other bodies found 
there was often no consultant 
 obstetrician on the labour ward. 

There were also not enough 
 midwives, putting them under 
“extreme pressure”, and there were 
a large number of temporary staff.

It also found that there was 
a “punitive culture” within the  
service, with senior management 
not listening to staff’s concerns. 

Midwives were afraid to speak 
out in case they were dismissed as 
being “unable to cope”.

Senior doctors investigating 
recent deaths at the hospital now 
demand that further cases should 
be looked at because of a pattern of 
under-reporting incidents. 

There had been 67 stillbirths 
going back to 2010 which had not 
been reported for inclusion in the 
statistics for a national database.

Gething refuses to take responsi-
bility for the scandal, and has dis-
missed calls to resign. After years of 
underfunding, the health service is 
at breaking point.

But there is nothing unique 
about the situation in South Wales.  
The tragedy being revealed there 
could feature in any hospital in 
Britain.

On other pages...
Trump’s war on women 
>>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
Jenson James Francis died  
40 minutes after being born at 
Prince Charles Hospital in South 
Wales last year 
lAn inquest last week found that 
he had not been delivered  
“in good time” 
lIt heard how there was only 
one doctor running the labour, 
antenatal, postnatal and 
gynaecology wards overnight 
lDoctors investigating the 
death believe that other babies 
may have died in similar 
circumstances Rise in hunger has Tory ‘fingerprints 

all over it’, says human rights report 
THE TORIES’ “cruel and harmful 
policies” are forcing children into 
poverty and hunger, according to a 
new report.

The Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) NGO said that austerity 
and benefit cuts mean tens of 
thousands of families across 
England don’t have enough 
to eat. It said the introduction 
of Universal Credit (UC) has 
“exacerbated the hunger crisis”.

And it said the government has 
breached its international duty to 
make sure people have enough 
food. 

One young mother from Hull told 
the report, “Often, I have nothing 
left at the end of the week. I skip 
meals so my daughter can eat. 

“When I skip meals, I get easily 
tired and don’t have energy, but 
you get used to it.”

The HRW said ministers have 
“largely ignored” the impact 
of their cuts. This includes 
“skyrocketing food bank use” and 
“children arriving at school hungry 
and unable to concentrate”.

The report looks at how Tory 
benefit freezes and other attacks 
have hit families with children. 
It focused on Hull, Oxford and 
Cambridgeshire, conducting 126 

interviews with poorer families, 
food bank staff and school 
workers.

Mother of four Joanne from 
Cambridgeshire said benefit cuts 
and sanctions have forced her to 
use a food bank. “You really feel 
like you’ve let your kids down,” 
she said. 

“I’ll have to gather my pennies 
together for a loaf of bread and 
butter so they have some toast.”

Allie said she’d been 
sanctioned for missing Job Centre 
appointments when suffering with 
severe morning sickness during 

a pregnancy. “I was literally 
throwing up down the phone 
saying I couldn’t come to the 
appointments,” she said. “They 
took £60 off my benefit for two 
months. 

“When I first went on Universal 
Credit, after all the bills I had 
about £10 left. So when they 
sanctioned me I got into debt with 
council tax, water and the rent.”

HRW researcher Kartik Raj 
said, “The rise in hunger has the 
government’s fingerprints all over 
it.” 

The report said growing hunger 
is “a result of concrete policy 
choices to scale back the welfare 
state”.

It called on the government 
to end delays in accessing UC 
payments and to fully repeal the 
two-child limit to child benefit. It 
also said benefit payments should 
keep pace with inflation.

Philip Alston, the United Nations 
rapporteur on extreme poverty, 
was set to release his final report 
on Britain this week. 

Unveiling his preliminary 
findings last year, Alston said the 
Tories are destroying lives with 
austerity and benefit cuts for 
“ideological” reasons.

Philip Alston, UN poverty researcher 

WELSH LABOUR health minister  
Vaughan Gething (top, second left) 
has refused to resign over the crisis 
in South Wales maternity services. 
Tiffany Gillard and James Francis (left). 
Their baby, Jenson, died 40 minutes 
after being born. Pre-birth scans of the 
baby’s heartbeat showed that Tiffany 
should have been offered a caesarean 
section delivery, but the results were 
misinterpreted
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 Strikes for  
 future of  
 Sudanese  
 revolution
Workers are fighting to defend their 
movement from the old regime’s 
repression, writes Charlie Kimber

PROTESTERS IN Sudan last 
Friday repulsed an attempt by 
the military to clear road blocks 
surrounding their sit-in outside 
army headquarters in Khartoum.

They formed a wall with their 
bodies to defend the barricades 
from the latest assault by the mil-
itary against the movement for 
democracy and change. 

And the protesters were cheered 
by news that aviation workers and 
flight controllers are preparing a 
strike that will close the country’s 
airspace if the military refuse to step 
aside.

Shots had been f ired on 
Wednesday as soldiers tried unsuc-
cessfully to clear barricades. 
Protesters said 14 people were 
wounded. Similar violence on 
Monday left five people dead.

The Alliance of Freedom and 
Change, the opposition umbrella 
group, said that the killings were 
carried out by the military’s Rapid 
Support Forces. 

This is a key moment for the 
revolt. 

Sudan’s military rulers last week 
suspended talks on moving the 
country towards civilian rule for 
three days. They want to demobilise 
the movement that toppled dictator 
Omar al Bashir last month.

Talks began again on Sunday.

Transition
The military and the opposition are 
agreed on a three-year transition to 
a fully civilian administration.

A presidential council and a  
300-member legislature would run 
the country until elections are held.

Two-thirds of the seats in the leg-
islature would go to the opposition.

But both the military and the 
opposition want a majority of seats 
on the 11-member presidential 
council. This would be the top tier 
of government.

The six-month revolt against  
al Bashir and his followers has 
seen inspirational organisation by 
 millions of people. 

They must not settle for a deal 
that leaves the military holding 

on to their economic and political 
power.

Recent weeks have seen pow-
erful strikes alongside sit-ins and 
marches across the country. 

Last week teachers began a sit-in 
at the offices of the department of 
education in El Geneina, capital of 
the West Darfur region. 

This was to strengthen their 
indefinite strike for civilian rule and 
changes in schools. 

Staff of phone and internet firm 
Sudatel organised a massive demon-
stration in Khartoum to protest over 
the killings. And they demanded the 
speedy dismissal of Sudatel’s direc-
tor general, describing him as “an 
agent of the former regime”.

The next day workers at hospi-
tals in Ad Damazin and El Roseiris 
in Blue Nile state struck in protest 
against a military attack on  doctors. 
Petroleum workers protested on 
Sunday

Those involved in the protests 
and the strikes have to form their 
own democratic centres of power—
workers’ councils—which draw in 
wider layers of the population. 

Every day it’s becoming more 
urgent to set up and coordinate 
such bodies.

On other pages...
Resisting Trump’s war on women 
>>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
Sudan has been gripped by 
protests since December last 
year
lThey began when the president 
tripled the price of bread
lThe movement has toppled 
president Omar al-Bashir
l There is now set to be a 
three-year transition to a civilian 
administration 
lThe uprising has seen 
organisation by millions of 
people—the military can’t be 
allowed to hold on to power

Algerian students reject ruling clique
by ALISTAIR FARROW

THOUSANDS OF students broke 
through police lines to storm 
government buildings in Algiers 
on Sunday. 

A crowd of 5,000 outside 
Algiers university had quickly 
grown to more than 10,000 and 
then marched on the Algerian 
National Assembly. 

The student protests were 
focused on rejecting the 
continuation of the rule of the 
clique at the top of the state. 

On Friday of last week mass 
protests gripped Algerian 
towns and cities for the 13th 
consecutive week. Tens of 
thousands in Algiers chanted 
slogans demanding a civilian 

state and against military rule. 
Protesters broke police lines 
and stormed the Grande Poste 
government building. 

Thousands more protested 
in Bordj Bou Arreridj, a town of 
less than 150,000. 

The protests come on top of 
rolling strikes focused on the 
public sector.

On Saturday a regime source 
told the Reuters news agency, 
“There will be no elections on 
4 July”. The source said that 
the continuing protests would 
make the election impossible 
logistically.

The escalating demands 
of protesters and strikers 
are making the existing rule 
increasingly tenuous. 

A million on streets in Brazil
HUGE protests 
gripped university 
campuses in Brazil 
on Wednesday in the 
biggest challenge to 
far right president Jair 
Bolsonaro since his 
inauguration at the 
beginning of the year.

Some news reports 
said that tens of 
thousands took part 
in the demonstrations 
against Bolsonaro’s 
plans to slash the 
education budget by 

30 percent. Marches 
took place in over 
200 cities as ordinary 
people went on the 
offensive. 

Marcela, an 
activist in the 
Socialist Transition 
organisation from 
Sao Paulo, told 
Socialist Worker, 
“The movement 
is organised by 
student groups, the 
teachers’ union, 
trade union councils 

and most of the 
political organisations 
that oppose the 
government.”

Bolsonaro is also 
in trouble over a 
corruption scandal 
and pension reform 
plans.

A general strike 
has been called for 
14 June. More protests 
and crucially strikes 
can defeat him.
Read longer online at 
bit.ly/BrazilStudent

RESISTING THE military in Khartoum 

FIGURE IT OUT
 58  million people voted 

for far right Bolsonaro 
in October 2018’s 
election

 30  percent in cuts to the 
education budget have 
been tabled

 1  million people—at 
least—took to the 
streets over the cuts 
to education

Protesting on the streets of Algiers 
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Don’t hope for 
EU reformism
PRIOR TO the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, 
Socialist Worker’s  
strapline was, “Neither 
Washington nor Moscow 
but International 
Socialism.”

With much of the left 
pinning their hopes on 
the European Union to 
deliver reform, is it time 
we re-emphasise that 
we are international 
socialists and proud of it?

Name and address provided

Take control 
of energy
ONLY A democratically-
run and socially 
controlled energy system 
will make the huge 
changes needed to avoid 
climate chaos.

@OxSWP
On Twitter

Carl Benjamin 
is no liberal 
UKIP’S CARL Benjamin 
claims to be a liberal, but 
mostly covers pseudo-
intellectual alt-right 
talking points.

I’ve yet to see him 
talk about any real 
socioeconomic issues 
and I’ve watched quite a 
few of his videos. 

Jacob Nicholls
On Facebook

Farage’s new 
party stinks
NIGEL FARAGE is an 
opportunist racist (Brexit 
Party rally—perfume 
can’t hide scent of 
money and a dash of 
racism, Socialist Worker 
15 May).

Cindy Houseman
South Yorkshire

�OR IN some cases 
racism with a dash of 
money. Either way it 
stinks.

Stuart Marr
On Facebook

Tories have 
got to go now
THERESA MAY has to 
be forced out, but not 
because of Brexit.

While the world’s 
media waffles about 
that, the Tories carry on 
dreaming up ways to hurt 
the working class. 

They’ve got to go now.
Catherine Hill
North London

�IT ISN’T a “Meaningful 
Vote” if you have FOUR 
OF THEM!

@TeddyArgentum
On Twitter

Don’t hope for 

Just a 
thought...

Protesting against Nick Griffin on BBC Question Time in 2009 

 The BBC is no champion of anti-racism
THE BBC concerned about 
racism—that’s a laugh. 

It gives Nigel Farage 
peak viewing time ad 
nauseum and invited Nazi 
Nick Griffin to have a cosy 
chat and broadcast his filth.

When does the BBC ever 
broadcast positive reports 
about Travellers, Muslims, 
immigrants or other 
working class people? 

Muslims regularly feed 
homeless people—is this 
ever on the BBC? 

Travellers are invisible 
except if there’s a negative 
story. Working class people 
generally do not exist.

When does the BBC 

report the massive 
demonstrations there have 
been lately against racism 
and fascism? 

I’ve been on them so I 
know they happened.

We are living in a time 

when racism has been 
made respectable and 
mainstream, and the BBC 
has played its part in 
bringing us here.

J ulia Richardson
Swansea

 Hound the 
 hated Kyle
A MAN who failed a lie 
detector test on the Jeremy 
Kyle show killed himself 
shortly afterwards. 

The only surprise is that 
this has not happened 
before. 

The Jeremy Kyle show 
played on the basest 
emotions with bourgeois 
morality as its framework. 

It was always the poorest 
and least educated 
elements of the working 
class who appeared on his 
show, consciously 
reinforcing the “chav” 
image. 

Wherever Jeremy Kyle 
appears he should be 
hounded and never left to 
forget his anti-working 
class behaviour.

Joh n Curtis
Ipswich

 Right royal 
 cash waste 
IT’S GOOD to know that 
royals spend the money we 
give them so wisely. 

Former Financial Times 
journalist Lucy Kellaway 
spent a night in London’s 
most expensive hotel room, 
courtesy of the paper’s 
Travel Section.

The previous guest had 
been a royal—spending five 
nights at the Mandarin 
Oriental’s penthouse for 
£210,000.

We will never know if 
the royal was as 
underwhelmed as Kellaway 
was by the atmosphere of 
“sterility, drabness and 
vulgarity”. But it’s unlikely 
she or he was as surprised 
as Kellaway by the £34 bill 
for breakfast the next 
morning.

Alan Gibson
East London

 Join our Portsmouth 
 protest against Trump 
DONALD TRUMP will no 
doubt get a very warm 
welcome from protesters in
London on 4 June. 

We’d also like to give 
him the welcome he 
deserves the next day in 
Portsmouth. 

Trump is coming here to 
muscle in on the 
commemorations for the 
75th anniversary of D-Day. 

In Portsmouth Stand Up 
To Racism we feel it is 
outrageous that a man who 
has encouraged the far 
right should be here when 
those who fought are being 

remembered. Trump has 
united many people against 
him—feminists, anti-racists, 
climate change activists and 
peace campaigners. 

So we hope that lots of 
people will join us in 
Guildhall Square to protest 
against the presence of this 
despicable man.

Join our day of protest 
and celebration of 
multiculturalism and 
anti-racism.

It’s everything that 
Trump hates.

Penny Foskett 
Portsmouth

Tories lie about Universal 
Credit---and you’re paying 
UNIVERSAL CREDIT (UC) officials 
have orchestrated an elaborate PR 
campaign to counter the exposure 
of their sorry excuse for a welfare 
system.

Internal documents were leaked 
to the Disabled People Against 
Cuts (Dpac) campaign.

They show a plan to release fake 
pro-UC “articles” and to have a 
wraparound ad for UC on the free 
Metro newspaper. The Metro ad is 
costing £250,000 of public money.

The news made me sick—and 
angry.

As a disabled lone parent of a 
disabled child I stand to lose at 
least £400 a month when we’re 
transferred to UC. 

This little bit of money keeps us 

afloat. One aspect of this is carer’s 
allowance (CA). New UC rules 
mean we can’t claim CA as well as 
the disability element of UC for 
our own needs.

This doesn’t change the fact that 
my child has complex needs and 
needs constant one to one care, or 
that I am a parent carer.

I can’t drive due to medical 
conditions and medication. 

I rely on taxis to get to the many 
and varied medical appointments 
and consultations me and my son 
need to attend.

Some weeks there are more 
than four appointments. 

A trip to the clinic to pick up my 
son’s prescription, due to it being 
for a controlled drug, costs 

£10 each way. Followed by a trip 
to the pharmacy, it can cost 
upwards of £40 in taxi fares.

That’s not considering the costs 
of the equipment my son needs 
and the maintenance of it, or 
adaptations my disabilities 
require.

The government is lying and the 
mainstream media is ignoring the 
issue. That terrifies me and it 
should terrify you because when 
they’re done with disabled and low 
income earners, you will be next.

On 31 May Dpac is calling on 
comrades to remove the Metro. We 
will beat this or die trying. I prefer 
option A. Join me.

Jennifer Jones 
Dpac Sheffield
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Alabama’s new anti-abortion law is the latest in a 
long line of attacks on a woman’s right to choose. 
Sarah Bates says Donald Trump’s war on 
women poses a real threat—and must be resisted

T
HE UNITED States is a 
dangerous place to be a 
woman. An onslaught of 
laws has chipped away 
at abortion rights since 
Donald Trump’s inaugu-

ration as president two and a half 
years ago. 

So far this year at least 13 states 
have introduced bills to outlaw abor-
tion as early as six weeks into preg-
nancy. Now a new law in Alabama, 
effectively banning abortion, has 
 hardened the battleground.

Jan, an activist in Michigan, told 
Socialist Worker that the bills are part 
of a bigger attack.

“Many states have been trying to 
put forward anti-abortion laws,” she 
said. “The long term strategy is to 
have laws that will be overturned in 
a lower court. Then one or many can 
be appealed and find their way to the 
Supreme Court.

“The plan is to have Roe v Wade 
reversed.”

Republican Alabama state rep-
resentative Terri Collins admitted 
this is her goal. “What I’m trying 
to do is get this case in front of the 
Supreme Court so Roe Vs. Wade can 
be  overturned,” she said.

Row v Wade was the landmark 
case in 1973 that made abortion a 
legal right (see box). Right wingers 
have fought it ever since.

But the bigots are divided. Some 
want to rip out reproductive rights 
root and branch. But seven out of 
ten Americans believe that abortion 
should be legal.

Restrictions
So other right wingers think a better 
strategy is to try and undermine 
 existing abortion rights gradually. For 
instance, many “heartbeat bills” that 
aim to outlaw abortion when a fetal 
heartbeat can be detected have failed. 

But anti-choice politicians add 
other elements to the bills, such as 
forcing women to undergo  counselling 
before they have an abortion.

If the “heartbeat” element is 
defeated, these restrictions can still 
become law. Even without laws, 
 women’s access to abortion is limited.

There are only three abortion 
clinics in Alabama—a state with a 
 population of 2.5 million women.

Yanica Robinson is medical direc-
tor at the Alabama Women’s Centre 
for Reproductive Alternatives.

She said women face “many obsta-
cles just related to their postcode and 
financial status”.

Many women undertake a six to 
eight hour drive to get to her clinic. 
Many sleep in the parking garage 
because Alabama law forces women 
to undergo counselling 48 hours 
before an abortion. 

Yanica described how they face a 
battle “trying to coordinate time off 
work, come up with the finances and 
arranging travel”.

These women are not exceptions. 
Some 59 percent of Alabama women 
live in counties without an abortion 
clinic. In Republican-controlled South 
Dakota, for instance, that figure 
jumps to 79 percent. 

Across the US, one quarter of 
women of reproductive age would 
need to travel at least 30 miles to 
reach the nearest abortion clinic. And 
the poorest are hit the hardest.

New Jersey activist Freya told 
Socialist Worker, “Women who are 
poor and working class have neither 
the resources nor the time to travel 
out of state to get an abortion.”

Most abortion care can’t be paid for 
by federal cash under the Medicaid 
programme, which the poorest rely 
on for help with medical costs.

And 26 states restrict abortion care 
for women who use discounted pri-
vate insurance provided through the 
Affordable Care Act.

Attacks on abortion didn’t begin 
with Trump—424 abortion restric-
tions were enacted at state-level 
between 2010-18. But it’s no surprise 
that Trump—a billionaire who boasts 
of sexually assaulting women—has 
overseen huge attacks on choice. 
Trump demanded that women who 
have abortions should receive “some 
form of punishment”.

One of his first acts was to stop 
government funding to interna-
tional organisations that provide 
 information on or offer abortions.

He’s surrounded himself with vile 
anti-abortionists, such as deputy 
 president Mike Pence.

Nomination
Trump has also filled the federal judi-
cial system with conservatives who 
want to limit access to abortion or 
stop it altogether.

Serra Sippal, president of the 
Centre for Health and Gender Equity 
told Socialist Worker that Trump has 
“hijacked the judicial nomination 
process”.

“This is a direct threat to far too 
many women’s lives,” she said. “We 
will fight it every step of the way.”

Both Trump’s nominees to the 
Supreme Court are on the right wing of 
the Republican Party. The  appointment 
of Neil Gorsuch in 2017 and Brett 
Kavanaugh in 2018 mean the court 
now has an anti-choice majority.

New Jersey campaigner Fiona 
told Socialist Worker, “Gorsuch and 

BACKGROUND
A challenge to 
Roe v Wade law
ROE V Wade is the 1973 court 
ruling that anti-choicers are 
trying to override. 

Alabama’s new law potentially 
challenges the rights granted 
under the judgement. 

Before Roe v Wade, individual 
states decided their own abortion 
laws. This left women with the 
prospect of backstreet abortion 
or travelling hundreds of miles 
to states where abortion was 
permitted. 

Otherwise they faced carrying 
an unwanted baby to term.  

In 1971 Norma McCorvey, 
known as Jane Doe in court 
documents, filed charges against 
public lawyer Henry Wade. Wade 
enforced a Texas law that banned 
abortion except in circumstances 
that threatened the mother’s life. 

The Supreme Court decided 
by 7-2 that a woman’s right to 
abortion fell within the Fourteenth 
Amendment—relating to the right 
to privacy.

It ruled that, although a woman 
had a right to access abortion at 
any stage in a pregnancy, states 
could decide their own laws. 

McCorvey was pregnant when 
she filed the case and later 
placed the baby for adoption.

PRO-CHOICE PROTEST in Alabama last week—inspired by The Handmaid’s Tale

 73%
of people in the US 
support the Roe v Wade 
ruling that made 
abortion legal
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ANTI-CHOICE
Angry bigots regularly 
resort to violence 
VIOLENCE AND harassment at US 
abortion clinics escalated in 2017.

The National Abortion 
Federation said, “Trespassing 
more than tripled, death threats/
threats of harm nearly doubled 
and incidents of obstruction rose 
from 580 in 2016 to more than 
1,700 in 2017.”

Mellissa is a clinic escort at the 
only abortion clinic in Mississippi. 
She said anti-abortionists “do 
everything they can to shame 
women, embarrass them and 
make this a more difficult 
experience than it needs to be”.

The backlash against abortion 
rights in the US has a global 
impact. One Marie Stopes nurse 
in Britain told Socialist Worker, 
“The decision in Alabama will 
give anti-abortionists in Britain 
even more confidence.

“At some of our clinics we 
already have anti-abortionists 
protesting outside almost every 
day. I have even heard of some 
colleagues being followed on their 
way home and threatened. These 
kind of behaviours will get worse.”

Kavanaugh will have a negative and 
lasting impact on women’s issues. 
These white, conservative men are 
on the Supreme Court for life and are 
only in their 50s.”

Kavanaugh’s appointment boosted 
the bigots. The anti-choice group Ohio 
Right For Life refused for years to sup-
port a heartbeat bill there because it 
claimed the legislation would fail.

But soon after Kavanaugh’s 
 appointment it threw its weight behind 
the legislation, saying it was a “much 
more favourable time” to pursue it.

The Alabama law is the first to 
directly challenge Roe v Wade. And 
it comes as the anti-choice minority 
are emboldened. But there is a long 
 history of resistance to attacks on 
abortion rights in the US.

The fight for abortion rights was a 
big part of women’s liberation protests 
in the 1960s. Women set up their own 
abortion services. Pressure from cam-
paigners lay behind Row v Wade. And 
the struggle continues today.

Within hours of the Alabama law 
passing, abortion rights groups char-
tered a plane over the state capital of 
Montgomery with a banner reading, 
“Abortion is OK!”

Two Alabama groups that support 
women accessing abortion services 
reported record donations.

And the National Network of 
Abortion Funds received dona-
tions of over £83,000 in two days—
20  percent of their total donations for 
the last year.

Tough laws don’t stop abortions, 
they just make them dangerous. If 
Alabama’s law comes into force, 
women will die. That’s why everything 
has to be thrown at defending and 
extending a woman’s right to choose. 

 67%
of Americans think 
abortion should be legal in 
all or most cases

What could they possibly have 
in common? The Republican 
Alabama state senators who 
passed the anti-abortion law last 
week

Truth about ‘heartbeat’ law
THE ALABAMA bill makes abortion 
illegal except where pregnancy 
poses a “serious health risk”. 
There are no exceptions in cases of 
rape or incest. 

Doctors face 99 years in jail if 
they perform an abortion. The 
law is set to come into force in six 
months.

The bill was signed into state 
law by Republican governor Kay 
Ivey. She said it was a “powerful 
testament to Alabamians’ deeply 
held belief that every life is a 
sacred gift from God”.

Ivey admitted that the bill was 
likely unenforceable because of 
Roe v Wade. But anti-choicers are 
candid about their real intentions. 

Terri Collins, one of the bill’s 
main sponsors, linked it directly 
to criminalising abortion.  

“Fighting to overturn what I 
believe was a bad decision that 
allowed people to kill unborn 
children is worth a fight,” she said.

So-called “heartbeat” bills ban 
abortion if a fetal heartbeat is 
heard. Four states have signed 
heartbeat bills into law—but none 
survived legal challenges. 

Steve Aden is chief legal counsel 
for anti-choice group Americans 
United for Life. He said these 
failures meant, “Efforts should be 
focused on bringing cases up to 
the court that they would use to 
erode or even overturn Roe.”

 25%
Nearly one in four women 
in the US will have an 
abortion during their 
lifetimes
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections  of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 
or go to www.swp.org.uk
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email 

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRADFORD
System change not 
climate change
Wed 29 May, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane (opposite 
the ice rink),BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Know your enemy—alt-right, 
the far right and fascists
Thu 30 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,BN1 1AF

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
BDS and the struggle 
for a free Palestine
Mon 27 May, 6pm, 
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG

BARNSLEY
50 years after Stonewall—
Pride, protest and 
LGBT+ liberation
Thu 30 May, 7pm, 
Room 302,The Civic,
Hanson St,
S70 2HZ
BIRMINGHAM
50 years after Stonewall—
Pride, protest and 
LGBT+ liberation
Wed 29 May, 7pm, 
the Adam & Eve,
201 Bradford St,
B12 0JD
CARDIFF
After Alabama—how 
do we defend women’s 
right to choose?
Wed 29 May, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
COLCHESTER
System change not 
climate change
Thu 30 May, 8pm, 
Oyster Room - Hythe 
Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,CO1 2FG

COVENTRY
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Wed 12 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln,
CV1 5RF
DERBY
How the 1 percent 
convinced the 99 percent 
to hand over their money
Thu 30 May, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL
DUNDEE
The Nakba to the Great 
March of Return—how 
can Palestine be free?
Wed 29 May, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
The Nakba to the Great 
March of Return—how 
can Palestine be free?
Wed 29 May, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,EH1 2JL

HUDDERSFIELD
Sudan and Algeria—
resistance, revolt 
and revolution
Wed 5 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP
LIVERPOOL
Trump, environmental 
crisis, growth of the 
far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Thu 30 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,L1 3BT
LONDON: HACKNEY
Do all revolutions 
end in failure?
Thu 30 May, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),E5 0PU
LONDON: SOUTH
Walter Rodney and 
revolution in the global south
Wed 29 May, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square,
Brixton,SW2 1EP

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Is violence necessary 
for real social change?
Wed 29 May, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,E17 6QQ
NEWCASTLE
Irish civil rights 50 
years on—how has 
Ireland changed?
Wed 29 May, 7pm, 
Floor 2 - Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,NE1 6QE
NORWICH
Trump—can he be beaten?
Wed 29 May, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Trump, environmental 
crisis, growth of the 
far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Wed 5 Jun, 7pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,NG1 3FN

SOUTHAMPTON
Decolonising the 
curriculum—what is 
the legacy of empire?
Wed 29 May, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
TELFORD
Trump, environmental 
crisis, growth of the 
far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Wed 12 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY

{ }MOVEMENT 
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
Know your enemy - alt-right, 
the far right and fascists
Sat 1 Jun, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset Socialists
NATIONAL
Forum—how  can we stop 
the far right across Europe?
Sat 1 June, 1pm,
National Education Union,
Hamilton House,Mabledon Pl,  
WC1H 9BD
Hosted by Stand Up To Racism
NATIONAL
Together against Trump
—protest at the state visit
Tue 4 June, 12 noon
Central London
bit.ly/TrumpJune
NATIONAL
Marxism Festival 2019
4-7 July, People’s Palace, 
Queen Mary University, 
Mile End Campus,  
E1 4NS
Go to marxismfestival.org.uk

SOCIALIST WORKER MEETINGS

BRISTOL
Thu 30 May, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 30 May, 7pm, 
Chester� eld Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

GLASGOW
Thu 30 May, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 29 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade 
(near both train and 
bus stations),
HD1 5JP

KENT
Thu 30 May, 7.30pm, 
Riverside Creative Hub, 
Conference room,
13 Military Rd,
Chatham, ME4 4JG

LANCASTER AND 
MORECAMBE
Thu 30 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane, 
Lancaster, LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 30 May, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 29 May, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd),N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Wed 29 May, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,N7 6QT

LONDON: KINGSTON
Thu 30 May, 6.30pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fair� eld East,KT1 2PT

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 29 May, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove 
E15 1HP

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Wed 29 May, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Gif� n St,SE8 4RH

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 29 May, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Forum,
10 Shacklewell St,E2 7EG

LONDON: WEST & 
NORTH WEST
Thu 30 May, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Wed 29 May, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

OXFORD
Thu 30 May, 7pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,
OX1 1BX

SCARBOROUGH
Wed 29 May, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ

SHEFFIELD: CITY 
CENTRE
Thu 30 May, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St, (near 
Crucible Theatre)S1 2JB

SWANSEA
Thu 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 29 May, 7.30pm, 
St. Peter’s House,
4 Exchange St,
Wolverhampton,WV1 1TS

YORK
Wed 29 May, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

After the Euro elections
Tory crisis and the struggle against racism

LET’S WIPE the smile off Farage’s face

BOOKMARKS
the socialist
bookshop

The Labour 
Party—a 
Marxist history
by Tony Cliff, Donny 
Gluckstein and 
Charlie Kimber

1 Bloomsbury Street,  
London WC1B 3QE 

 020 7637 1848 
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Illegalised—brutal play about immigration detention
THEATRE
ILLEGALISED
Produced by Bezna Theatre
At Northern Stage, Newcastle, 
from 23 May 

ILLEGALISED WILL disturb 
you deeply, and that is a 
good thing.

The play confronts 
spectators with the 
realities of the British 
immigration regime. 

It starts with violence 
at the borders and moves 
to police roundups in 
restaurants and on the 
streets, to destitution 
in immigrant detention 

centres and brutal 
deportations. 

At every stage of the 
punitive immigration 
system, people get hurt 
and killed. 

The Bezna collective 
shows on stage that the 
driving force behind 
all that violence is 
institutional racism, 
rooted in the British 
colonial past.

Connection
Illegalised is the first 
multilingual play created 
by Bezna. A character 
played by Oana Puscatu, 
a Romanian member of 

the collective, shows a 
connection between the 
plight of refugees and 
the harsh exploitation 
experienced by many 
eastern European 
immigrants in Britain. 

Both groups are shaped 
by racist policies pursued 
by successive British 
governments.

Bezna remains true 
to its mission of being a 
interventionist political 
theatre. At one point the 
action of Illegalised moves 
on to the audience, forcing 
spectators to engage in the 
performance and act. 

Immigrants who 

become Bezna’s actors 
repeatedly plead to the 
audience for help during 
the performance. 

This is deeply 
symbolic—the 
immigration regime is run 
on our streets and other 
public spaces and we all 
are witnesses to it. 

Yet the message the 
play is sending out is loud 
and clear—you can do 
something about it. 

Illegalised can be a 
spur to action for acts 
of resistance to the 
oppression of immigrants 
and refugees.
Jacek Szymanski

A barnstorming, drug-filled 
trip to Scotland in the 1990s
Beats recounts the Scottish free party scene in this well judged slice of 
1990s nostalgia which makes political points too, writes Brian Claffey
THIS FILM is a visually stunning, 
cheek-chewing, treat. 

It will have you wanting to turn 
a regular night at the pictures into 
a night in the club, and with a fist 
raised in the air. 

Beats is set in Scotland during 
the peak of the 1990s rave scene. 
It follows the story of Johnno and 
his best mate Spanner—“the dream 
team”. 

Johnno isn’t ready to leave his 
friend behind for a boring new 
 suburban life.

They are on an inspiring march to 
reclaim an abandoned warehouse for 
their “privatised… minds”, to party 
and to protest. 

The different lives of the two boys 
are juxtaposed. Johnno is destined 
to leave the council housing scheme 
and his “authoritarian” boss, while 
Spanner is stuck in a dysfunctional 
home with a violent, drug-dealing 
brother. 

Both are united by their love of 
music. 

Revolutionary
Pirate radio host “D-man” plays “rev-
olutionary beats from the people’s 
streets”. He draws the pair to a night 
they will never forget.

All the while Tony Blair, leader of 
the Labour opposition, is seen on TV 
trying to rally those who have been 
divided by the policies of the Tory 
government. 

The team are confronted with the 
Criminal Justice Act of 1994, which 
banned festivals with music based on 
“repetitive beats”. It was an attack on 
alternative culture of thousands of 
people who refused to dance to the 
tune of the Tories. 

In London, this sparked major 

protests which saw the likes of 
Labour MP Tony Benn speaking out 
in opposition to the Act to a crowd in 
Trafalgar Square. Clips of police on 
horseback charging at protesters are 
shown briefly in the film. There are 
scenes of Chimneys falling, factories 
collapsing and cars gliding through 
production lines. 

These are mashed together with 
psychedelic visuals reminiscent of 
the stargate sequence in 2001—A 
Space Odyssey. The film shows the 

disastrous effects of the Thatcher era 
and how people reacted by danc-
ing in defiance. There is a brilliant 
soundtrack featuring The Prodigy, 
LFO and Inner City. 

This is coupled with director Chris 
Robinson’s skilful use of nostalgic 
black and white photography. 

The removal of colour from the 
equation allows the audience to 
focus on the characters’ emotional 
journey.

Johnno is told in the film, 

“Sometimes we all just need to 
jump”. Little did his Mother’s cop 
partner who gave the advice—PC 
Billy Moncrief—know Johnno would 
be jumping to the sound of resist-
ance against the oppressive state 
Moncrief represents.

Beats is packed with laughs and 
composed set against the grim 
 backdrop of 1990s Scotland. It 
shows how rebellion can be a beau-
tiful thing.
Beats is on general release

SPANNER AND Johnno want to escape from their lives for different reasons

Blood on the Tories’ hands

MUSIC
LEGACY! LEGACY!
By Jamila Woods
Released on Jagjaguwar

THE LATEST album from 
Jamila Woods is, as the 
title suggests, filled with 
references to those that 
came before her. 

Each track is named after  
one of her inspirations, 
from Frida Kahlo, Muddy 
Waters, Jean-Michel 
Basquiat and Miles Davis.

LEGACY! LEGACY! is a cry 
of anger against the deep 

racism that imbues every 
aspect of US society.

Far from being simply 
referential, the album uses 
struggles and examples 
from the past to illustrate 
Woods’s points about today. 

FILM
AMAZING GRACE
Directed by Sydney Pollack 
and Alan Elliott
In cinemas now

AMAZING GRACE features 
incredible performances by 
Aretha Franklin over two 
concerts as she revisits the 
gospel music she grew up 
performing. 

Jamila Woods

BOOKMARKS
the  socialist bookshop

With author 
David Rosenberg
6.30pm 
Tuesday 4 June

Rebel Footprints

1 Bloomsbury Street,  
London WC1B 3QE 
 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Event at

1 Bloomsbury Street,  

New edition
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F
A C E D  w i t h 
looming envi-
r o n m e n t a l 
disaster, many 
people conclude 
that economic 

growth, and development 
in and of themselves, are 
the problem.

Capitalist development, 
driven by competition, does 
come at an enormous cost in 
terms of suffering to people 
and planet.

In response some even 
end up saying that the 
 poorest in the world must 
stay poor—because any 
more development will be 
bad for the planet.

More often people simply 
say that the planet can’t 
afford for everyone to have 
the living standards that we 
“enjoy” in the West.

But the problem is not 
ordinary people wanting 
mobile phones. It is a system 
addicted to producing more 
mobile phones than anyone 
could ever need, but also of 
limiting ordinary people’s 
access to them.

The development of tech-
nology has given us thousands 
of new ways to influence the 
world around us. It helps us 
to stop being helpless in the 
face of nature. And it also 
gives us more potential ways 
to  protect the planet and deal 
with  climate change.

T h e  p r o b l e m  i s n ’ t 
 development. It’s the form that 
development takes under capi-
talism, in which there is a huge 
contradiction. 

On one hand there have been 
huge increases in productivity 
that have the potential to make 
life for ordinary people much 
better.

On the other there has been 
an immense growth in the forces 
of destruction that threaten 
humanity and the planet.

Increased productivity and 
technological development 
means we now have the capac-
ity to produce everything that 
everyone on the planet needs—
food, shelter, heat, medi-
cine and much more. And we 
have the potential to do that 
sustainably.

Renewable
Industrial development and 
new technologies also give 
us the means to tackle global 
warming. For example, we 
have seen the development of 
 renewable energies and more 
efficient transport.

But this potential is squan-
dered because of the way the 
system is organised. Capitalism 
is run on the basis of what ben-
efits a tiny few, not what is 
good for everyone. 

The profit motive and class 
division that is key to the 
system stifles our potential and 
is utterly destructive.

Revolutionaries and socialists 
have long seen the great poten-
tial that capitalism brought 
about—and understood why it 
will block that potential.

The Russian Revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky wrote in 1926, “I 

remember the time when men 
wrote that the development 
of aircraft would put an end 
to war. In fact, however, the 
invention of the flying machine 
heavier than air opened a new 
and crueller chapter in the 
 history of militarism. 

“There is no doubt now, 
too, we are approaching the 
 beginning of a still more 
 frightful and bloody chapter.

“Technology and science 
have their own logic. But tech-
nology in itself cannot be called 

either militaristic or pacifistic. 
In a society in which the ruling 
class is militaristic, technology 
is in the service of militarism.”

Capitalism is a brutal system, 
ruthlessly exploiting anything it 
can to make money, from the 
working class to the planet itself. 

As the revolutionary Karl 
Marx put it in Capital, “all pro-
gress in capitalistic agriculture 
is a progress in the art, not only 
of robbing the labourer, but of 
robbing the soil—all progress 
in increasing the fertility of 

the soil for a given time, is a 
progress towards ruining the 
 lasting sources of that fertility.”

Under capitalism, firms resist 
changes to production methods 
that reduce their profits. And 
at the same time the system is 
hugely wasteful.

It is more profitable to 
overproduce crap food and 
throw it away than to produce 
good quality food at a rate 
that we need. We have more 
than enough food. But people 
starve and we produce food in a 
manner that destroys the envi-
ronment and makes the food 
itself harmful.

Development
It is more profitable to burn the 
planet than to be sustainable. 
It is this pursuit of profit that 
decides what development, 
what growth, takes place.

Many firms make pointless 
or poisonous things that soci-
ety would be better off not 
producing at all. And waste is 
built into the system because 
that way firms make more 
money. For instance, goods 
are designed to wear out, so 
we have to keep buying more.

And bosses are constantly 
pushing the “latest” model of 
phone or car at us simply to 
get more sales, not because 
they are needed.

We are awash with stuff 
we cannot afford. This is not 
a consumerist problem—it is 
built into how the system is 
 organised. 

Frederick Engels wrote, “In 
every crisis, society is suffo-
cated beneath the weight of 
its own productive forces and 
products, which it cannot use, 
and stands helpless face to face 
with the absurd contradiction 
that the producers have nothing 
to consume, because consumers 
are wanting.”

This is one of the problems 
of talking about growth. We are 
often told that if the economy 
grows, it is good for us all—but 
it’s the rich that benefit. Jobs, 
wages and services come under 
attack whether capitalism is 
said to be doing well or in crisis.

F
URTHER growth in 
the production of 
chemical weapons 
or single use plas-
tic is not great for 
anyone. So it is not 

just a question of produc-
ing enough stuff, but of what 
stuff. In what way? And for 
what purpose?

Capitalist growth doesn’t 
mean good things for the 
people who produce it. The 
rapid growth in China and India 
has turned them into  global 
powers. Yet behind this “suc-
cess” millions live in misery.

As Marx put it, capitalism 
produces “palaces—but for the 
worker, hovels”.

Often people divide the 
world into “developed” and 
“underdeveloped” countries.

The impression is given that 
the “underdeveloped” countries 
have been moving in the same 
direction as the “developed” 
countries for hundreds of years, 

mobile phones than anyone 
could ever need, but also of 
limiting ordinary people’s 

The development of tech-
nology has given us thousands 
of new ways to influence the 
world around us. It helps us 
to stop being helpless in the 
face of nature. And it also 
gives us more potential ways 
to  protect the planet and deal 
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progress towards ruining the 
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starve and we produce food in a 
manner that destroys the envi-
ronment and makes the food 
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Development
It is more profitable to burn the 
planet than to be sustainable. 
It is this pursuit of profit that 
decides what development, 
what growth, takes place.
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are designed to wear out, so 
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CAN 
GROWTH 
BE GOOD?
Growth is central to capitalism, but the expansion of 
production can be organised to protect people and the planet 
if it is coupled with radical change, argues Simon Basketter

Capitalism 
ruthlessly 
exploits 
anything it can 
to make money

‘‘ 
Leon Trotsky

DOES DEVELOPMENT have to come at the price of destroying the environment?
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READ MORE
�Does development cause 
inequality?
by Simon Basketter 
bit.ly/GrowthandPoverty

�Dirty energy, capitalism 
and the working class
by Suzanne Jeffery
isj.org.uk/dirty-energy-
capitalism/

�The Condition of the 
Working Class in England
by Friedrich Engels
£9.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848 
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

but at a slower speed. A cen-
tral reason why Western coun-
tries are in a stronger economic 
position today is because they 
robbed wealth from the rest 
and pushed them backwards.

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f 
European capitalism depended 
on conquest, genocide and 
slavery.

Capitalism is inherently 
expansionist. It has integrated 
the whole world into a single 
economic system.

Ordinary people pay the 
price with extreme repression, 
brutal labour discipline, and 
shattering social dislocation.

T
HE SLAVE trade, 
for example, went 
alongside looting 
natural resources.
This process of 
impoverishing and 

exploiting the world’s people 
and resources continues 
today.

Despite the vision offered by 
the tyrannies of Stalinism in the 
20th century, socialism is not 
the final outcome of a journey 
of glorious economic progress. 

Instead it is a historical break 
from a system  progressing 
towards catastrophe.

Only then, as Marx wrote, 
“will human progress cease to 
resemble that hideous, pagan 
idol, who would not drink the 
nectar but from the skulls of 
the slain.”

In contrast to a stereotype 
of socialists believing in an 
onwards march over nature 
towards socialism Engels wrote, 
“Let us not, however, flatter 
ourselves on our human victo-
ries over nature. For each such 
victory nature takes its revenge 
on us. 

“Each victory, it is true, in 
the first place brings about 
the results we expected, but in 
the second and third places it 
has quite different, unforeseen 
effects which only too often 
cancel the first.”

He believed our one advan-
tage was that we could learn 
and that for real productive and 
equitable development to take 
place we must overthrow the 
ruling class.

The solution isn’t to shun 
development. It’s to shun the 
chaos of capitalism and fight for 
a sustainable world. We need to 
gear production around fulfilling 
human needs.

We could easily end global 
poverty with the money that 
is spent on weapons and war 
every year. Removing the profit 
motive means we could move 

from what Marx called the 
realm of necessity to the realm 
of freedom.

Climate disasters hit the 
poorest hardest. Fighting cli-
mate change doesn’t mean ordi-
nary people must sacrifice—it 
means we can have a better 
quality of life.

We can of course squeeze 
some reforms out of our rulers. 
But there are powerful interests 
mobilising against saving the 
planet. And we don’t have time 
to wait for reform.

We could stop climate catas-
trophe if we lived in a world we 
democratically controlled.

We need to replace capitalism, 
a system driven by competi-
tion for profits, with socialism, 
a system organised collectively 
to meet the needs of everyone. 
And soon.

PALACES FOR the 
rich and hovels 
for the poor—
computer boss 
Michael Dell’s 
£80 million 
Manhattan 
penthouse (top, 
tallest building) 
was paid for with 
the labour of 
people mining 
cobalt in brutal 
conditions for his 
firm’s computers 
(above) 

Fight for Green New Deal—
but don’t stop there

Tomáš Tengely-Evans 
looks at a new 
series of demands 
making waves in 
the environmental 
movement

A POPULAR demand on this 
Friday’s school strike for the 
climate is likely to be for a 
Green New Deal (GND).

Many climate activists 
have backed the call for a 
programme of radical demands 
to take on climate change. 

It’s inspired by action in 
the United States—where a 
GND bill has been proposed 
by Democratic Party politician 
Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez.

It calls for a decarbonised 
economy by 2030, providing 
funding to combat extreme 
weather and resources to 
help climate refugees.  

When put to the US Senate 
in March, the GND failed to 
gather a single vote—but it 
has helped put radical action 
on climate change on to the 
mainstream political agenda. 

In Britain the idea has 
been taken up by Labour for 
a Green New Deal, which 
seeks to pressure the party 
leadership into adopting 
it as policy. It won left 
Labour group Momentum’s 
support to make it part 
of the next manifesto.

Organisers of the school 
climate strikes championed 
the GND as “not a wish 
list but a solution” by their 
third strike in April.

Decarbonise
The GND is a fairly 
broad term for policies 
to decarbonise the 
economy and its details 
are vaguer in Britain.

And it means different 
things to different people.

For instance, the Sunrise 
Movement wants a radical 
break from a pro-business 
economy. Its plan would 
“reduce emissions through 
economic transformation”. 

Public investment would 
“create millions of good, high 
wage jobs” and “guarantee 
wage and benefit parity for 
workers in the transition”. 

The GND consciously 
takes its name from the 
US “New Deal” of the 

1930s. To pull the economy 
out of depression bosses 
were willing to accept 
more state intervention, 
massive transport and 
infrastructure projects.

Today some capitalists 
might accept a watered-down 
version of the GND, with 
investment in renewable 
energy or infrastructure. 
They are not going to allow 
a total economic overhaul 
that does away with fossil 
fuels within ten years or less.

Winning these sorts of 
changes requires taking on 

the banks and corporations 
that make the major economic 
decisions under capitalism. 

It will require a movement 
that takes on climate 
justice, but also has control 
of the social, political and 
economic mechanisms 
to make this a reality. 

Energies
Some Labour figures 
who have come out for 
a GND want the climate 
movement to focus its 
energies inside their party. 

One of Labour for a Green 
New Deal’s founders, Clare 
Hymer, writes that the Labour 
Party is the “only viable 
political vehicle for something 
like a GND” in Britain.

So this means “building 
support for bolder climate 
justice policy within Labour 
branches and unions 
across the country”.

Labour supporting a GND 
would be a good thing. But 
the strength of the movement 
lies in taking action—whether 
it’s the school climate strikes 
or Extinction Rebellion—
not battling inside Labour.

And fighting for the 
measures in each GND—
whether in Britain or the 
US—will strengthen the 
struggle for the environment. 
It will also make people more 
confident in fighting for 
better houses, wages rises, 
against racism and so on. 

Our best shot is a climate 
movement that focuses its 
energy outside parliament 
and pushes to break the 
stranglehold of profit that’s 
choking our planet.
For more climate change 
coverage visit bit.ly/ClimateSW

SCHOOL STRIKERS march for change

The strength of 
the climate 
change 
movement lies 
in taking action

‘‘ 

Global Climate 
Strike

Friday 24 May 
bit.ly/24MayStrike
Friday 24 May 

FOCUS ON
THE CLIMATE
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Senior cop speaks at Edson inquest
by SADIE ROBINSON

A SENIOR police officer 
has said he was hindered 
from giving first aid to 
Edson Da Costa because 
he was under “threat”, a 
court has heard.

Edson died in June 2017 
after being stopped by police 
on the Woodcocks estate in 
Beckton, east London. 

He was pinned to the 
ground by four officers 
during the stop.

The inquest into his death 
at Walthamstow Coroner’s 
Court heard that people from 
the estate came out during 
Edson’s restraint.

In footage shown to the 
jury a senior officer, known 
as G15, was shouting, “Get 
back” to onlookers.

G15 told the court on 
Wednesday of last week that 
some onlookers “were not 
helping” and were a “threat 
to me and my colleagues”.

Starting
G15 said, “There was no 
point starting treatment if 
there’s a threat to yourself. 
You would not be able to 
administer effective first aid.” 

John Beggs QC, represent-
ing the Metropolitan Police, 
said some onlookers were 
shouting and swearing at 
officers. He said, “At most 
stages it’s fair to say it was 
traumatic for the officers.”

Footage from officers’ 
body worn camera was 
shown to the court. One 

officer, G21, can be heard 
saying, “We’re trained to 
deal with it, you’re not,” 
and, “He’s going to be 
alright.”

G15 could be heard 
saying, “Call the ambu-
lance.”

G15 said he thought 
Edson had ingested wraps of 

drugs to try and hide 
them, and so needed 
medical attention.

The  cour t  a l so 
heard an emer-
g e n c y  c a l l 
made by 
o f f i c e r 

G30. He said Edson was 
“currently breathing” but 
said he wasn’t sure whether 
Edson was faking being 
unconscious.

G15 had  prev ious ly 
denied trying to distance 
himself from the use of CS 
gas on Edson. 

He told the court he was 
not aware that a colleague 
had sprayed Edson in the 
face with the gas.

Distance
He said there would be “no 
reason” to distance himself 
from the decision to use the 
gas. 

The jury heard that G15 
didn’t ask Edson if he could 
breathe during the restraint. 

“To be able to ask an 
extremely violent male 

during the course of 
restraint a ques-

tion such as that 
is not easy,” G15 
said.

“ I  w a s n ’ t 
u n d e r  t h e 

i m p r e s s i o n  
Mr Da Costa was 

c h o k i n g . ”  
The inquest 

contin-
ues.

EDIR DA Costa, known as Edson, died after police stopped his car  

Grenfell fire 
Inquiry report 
is delayed
THE PUBLIC inquiry into 
the Grenfell Tower fire 
has delayed its initial 
report until later this 
year. 

In a letter to 
participants, lawyer for 
the inquiry Caroline 
Featherstone wrote the 
report was “far more 
complex and  
time-consuming” than 
the inquiry had thought 
it would be.

The report had been 
expected before the 
second anniversary of 
the fire next month. 

Now it will not 
be published before 
October and the second 
phase of the inquiry 
is set to start at the 
beginning of 2020.

Natasha Elcock 
from the Grenfell 
United campaign said 
the decision “shows 
how they continue to 
disregard survivors and 
bereaved through this 
process”.
Join the protest on 15 June 
to demand justice.  
Go to bit.ly/GrenfellJune

Ginario Da Costa, Edson’s father Picture: Guy Smallman
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WhatsApp with the Israeli 
phone hacking scandal? 
Software created by tech company NSO was used to spy on people’s phones.  
It couldn’t have happened without US aid and arms spending, writes Nick Clark  

WHILE THE US and Britain   
wind up a row with China over 

Huawei, they’re decidedly less  
bothered about an Israeli spying 
scandal.

Software produced by a private 
Israeli spying firm gained access to 
targets’ phones simply by calling 
them through the messaging service 
WhatsApp.

WhatsApp and the firm that made 
the software—NSO Group—both said 
they’re investigating the issue.

But Amnesty International—itself 
targeted by NSO software—says the 
use of NSO technology against human 
rights activists has been “ignored” by 
the Israeli government.

Perhaps that’s because NSO is  
considered a success story of the 
lucrative Israeli high-tech industry 
intimately bound up with the state 
and the military.

Israel is very proud of its tech—it’s 
a central part of its economy.

Start-up
When talking about tech, Israel’s sup-
porters, politicians and media often 
refer to the country as the “start-up 
nation”. 

The idea is that Israeli tech sprang 
up and flourished—just like Israel 
supposedly sprang up and flourished 
itself.

They’re not shy about the fact that 
this is all underpinned by Israel’s 
powerful military.

Because just like Israel itself, Israeli 
tech wouldn’t be what it is without 
the support of arms spending and US 
imperialism.

Israeli tech grew out of its military 
and weapons industry—which in turn 
grew out of billions of pounds worth 
of US military aid. Decades of US aid, 

designed to ensure Israel had the 
military strength needed to defend 
Western interests in the Middle East, 
has shaped its economy. 

Israel went from relying on eco-
nomic aid to becoming one of the 

world’s largest defence export-
ers thanks to its burgeoning arms 
industry.

As the military became the 
engine of Israel’s economy, the US 
phased out direct economic aid. But 

overall military aid increased. This  
investment ensures Israel keeps its 
“qualitative military edge” in the 
Middle East.

It also makes sure the US gets 
exclusive, cheaper access to the state 
of the art weaponry and military tech-
nology that this produces.

Quite often this is used by 
the Israeli military first against 
Palestinians—then sold to the world 
as “battle tested”.

Offshoot 
Israeli tech is an offshoot of this. 
Aside from conventional weapons, 
tanks and planes, Israel’s military 
develops cyber security, surveillance 
and hacking programmes.

Its largest unit—Unit 8200—spe-
cialises in this. It has carried out 
major cyberattacks on rival states 
such as Syria and Iran, eavesdrops on 
Palestinians under occupation, and 
even facilitates their assassinations.

It’s also the driving force behind 
Israel’s private tech industry. 

Unit 8200 proudly says it is staffed 
largely by 18-21 year olds—Israeli 
citizens on compulsory military ser-
vice, selected for their programming 
skills.

When they leave, many of them go 
into the private tech industry. In fact 
Israel’s most vaunted tech start-ups 
were all launched by former members 
of 8200.

Many of these are private security, 
surveillance or hacking firms. And 
one of those is NSO—the firm behind 
the WhatsApp hack.

 

On other pages...
Trump’s war on women  
>>Pages 10&11

THE NSO Group—the Israeli company behind the phone hacking software

Software targets activists
THE SOFTWARE described in 
the recent WhatsApp hack 

bears striking similarities to an 
NSO programme used against 
activists, and human rights 
lawyers and organisations.

Pegasus—NSO’s flagship 
programme—sends a message to 
the target’s phone that also 
comes with a link. 

If the link is clicked 
Pegasus installs itself on 
the victim’s phones, and 
can then spy on them 
through the camera 
and voice recorder. 

It can also 
send emails, 
messages, 
passwords 
and location 

data to whoever is doing the 
spying. NSO has sold it to 
governments around the world.

Pegasus’s victims include 
investigative journalists, human 
rights defenders and activists in 
places such as Mexico and Saudi 
Arabia. It’s implicated in the 

murder of Saudi journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi (pictured). 

It was also apparently 
used against Saudi activist 
Omar Abdulaziz, who 

Khashoggi had been 
in close contact 
with. One of 
Abdulaziz’s 
lawyers now 
also claims he 
himself was 
targeted. 

Britain profits in conflict 
THE BRITISH government is 
keen to profit from Israel’s 

high-tech war industry.
Its embassy in Israel hosts 

a body—the UK Israel Tech 
Hub—designed to get British 
businesses embedded in Israeli 
tech.

It boasted last year that it had 
facilitated 175 deals between 
British firms and Israeli tech 
companies worth £85 million.

And some of its most senior 
figures—employed by the British 
embassy—have a background in 
Israeli war tech and weaponry.

Director Haim Shani was 
appointed a director of Israel 
Aerospace Industries—an arms 

company that manufactures 
deadly drones. 

Plenty more of UK Israel 
Tech Hub’s team also boast of 
a background in Israeli “cyber 
security”. 

They include Maor Chester 
who claims to have been a 
member of the Israeli military 
spy body Unit 8200.

All of this is seen as a good 
thing by Britain. Shani was given 
an OBE last year. 

And when Tory Matt 
Hancock—then just a low-
ranking minister—visited Israel 
in 2016, he said he hoped that 
Britain would benefit from 
Israeli tech’s links to the military.

An instrument 
for blackmail 

 ONE soldier 
described collecting 

information on people 
who were “completely 
innocent”. 

Personal information 
could be gathered on 
any Palestinian. 

That information 
could then be used to 
blackmail them and turn 
them into informers.

Unit went after 
Palestinians 

 IN 2014, 43 former 
members of Unit 

8200 (logo pictured 
above) signed a letter in 
protest at how the unit 
gathered Palestinian’s 
personal information.

It said Israel made 
“no distinction between 
Palestinians who are 
and are not involved 
in violence”. Some 
200 members of 8200 
signed a counter letter 
denouncing the whistle 
blowers in response.

A tool for state 
assassination  

 OTHER testimonies 
describe how Unit 

8200 was used to 
organise assassinations 
of Palestinians by drones 
and airstrikes, watched 
on a screen and listened 
to through a headset.

Successful killings 
were celebrated by 
marking headsets with 
the letter X. “Hundreds 
of civilians were killed,” 
one said.

Socialist Worker  22 May 2019



18 REPORTSSocialist Worker  22 May 2019

IN BRIEF 

Plastic workers 
walk to defend rep
PLASTIC manufacturers 
struck from Monday this 
week over a union reps unfair 
sacking. 

Some 36 workers at 
Colloids Limited plant in 
Kirkby, Liverpool, walked out 
over the treatment of Unite 
union rep George Gore, who 
was dismissed 8 February.

Bosses claimed George 
had breached health and 
safety rules. Strikers are 
planning to stay out until he 
is reinstated.

Manx strikers back 
to work after deal
POSTAL WORKERS on the 
Isle of Man have ended their 
dispute over pay, pensions 
and conditions.

Some 200 members of the 
CWU union working for Isle 
of Man Post Office struck five 
days earlier this year. They 
have voted by 89 percent to 
accept a two year pay deal 
backdated to April, as well 
as protections for voluntary 
redundancy packages.

Pay dispute to 
shatter the bosses
WORKERS AT a glass and 
bottle manufacturer are set 
to begin a series of strikes 
over pay. 

Over 400 Unite members 
are Encirc in Elton, Cheshire 
are due to stage a three-day 
walkout from 12 June. They 
are then set to strike 19-22 
and 26-29 June and 3-6 July.

Andrew Johnson, Unite 
regional officer said “Our 
members are determined to 
secure a fair pay increase.” 

Blood bikers can 
deliver strikes too
DELIVERY RIDERS for The 
Doctor’s Laboratory medical 
courier service were set to 
strike for 48 hours from 8am 
on Thursday this week. They 
are demanding pay rises after 
years of stagnating pay and 
cuts. 

The workers are members 
of the IWGB union. Their pay 
was cut in 2015 and 2017—by 
15 and 30 percent—they are 
asking for rises to offset those 
cuts. 

The Doctor’s Laboratory 
has also attempted to bring 
in new contracts which would 
result in further cuts to pay.

Sealing the deal on 
a better pay offer
WORKERS AT a sealing 
company in Bridgwater, 
Somerset, are set to strike for 
three days over pay. 

Some 65 members of the 
Unite union are planning to 
walk out on 28 and 31 May 
and 5 June, in a series of 
one-day strikes. 

They are taking action after 
overwhelmingly rejecting 
a 2.8 percent pay offer. 
Workers at Trelleborg Sealing 
Solutions say that production 
has “gone through the roof”.

Two days of strikes at 
colleges in Scotland 
by CHARLIE KIMBER 

THOUSANDS OF college 
lecturers struck across Scotland 
on Wednesday and Thursday of 
last week.

College lecturers in the 
EIS-Fela union have not had 
a cost of living pay rise for 
nearly three years. It was their 
fifth and sixth days of national 
strikes and an escalation from 
previous one-day actions.

The action was solidly 
supported and in places 
involvement is growing.

Lecturers have fought for 
and won harmonised equal 
pay across the sector. But 
management now wants them 
to pay for that by holding down 
future increases.

The present offer amounts to 
just 2 percent over three years.

Lecturers are increasingly 
demanding action from the 
Scottish government over the 
dispute. 

One lecturer, addressing first 
minister Nicola Sturgeon, said, 
“The fact that Colleges Scotland 
is an autonomous body does 

not change the fact that we 
work for you and you work for 
us.”

Strikers lobbied the Scottish 
parliament on Thursday.

Iain Gray, Scottish Labour’s 
spokesperson for education, 
said, “I asked the first minister 
to intervene in the pay dispute.  

“All they are looking for is 
a fair cost of living increase, 
which they have been denied 
for three years. She refused.”

EIS-Fela confirmed that 
its action short of strikes, 
including withholding 
examination results, will 

continue until an agreement 
is reached. In a new 
development, the EIS-Fela is 
to consider targeting particular 
colleges for extended strikes.

Union general secretary 
Larry Flanagan said, “Given the 
strength of the two strike days, 
we know that members remain 
committed to achieving a fair 
cost of living rise. 

“Our action short of strike 
continues. 

“And in the event of pay talks 
failing, we will consider targeted 
strike action on a sustained 
basis, if that is what is required.”

Teachers’ strike at Harbinger
NEU UNION members at 
Harbinger primary school in 
Tower Hamlets, east London, 
began a three-day strike  
on Tuesday.

Workers are in dispute 

over alleged unreasonable 
behaviour and bullying 
from the head teacher at the 
school.
lSend messages of support to 
harbingerneu@gmail.com

Thousands marched in Wakefield, West Yorkshire, for the With Banners Held High event 
on Saturday. This year’s event compared Britain today with the inter-war years 

JUSTICE CAMPAIGNS

FIGHTING FOR PAY

THE DEFENCE of Further and 
Adult education is urgent. 
With over one million adult 
education places gone in the 
past five years, FE is fighting 
for its life.

It is with this 
understanding that branches 
have entered fights for better 
pay and conditions. Forty 
colleges have been balloted 

over pay and conditions over 
the last two years, resulting 
in significant wins.

Only three failed to get over 
the Tory 50 percent turnout 
threshold. Some 117 days of 
strikes have been taken. The 
branches that struck the most 
won the most.
Sean Vernell
lFor more go to uculeft.org

SCHOOLS

ON THE Perth College picket line 

FURTHER EDUCATION

West Thames out on strike
WORKERS AT West Thames 
College began a two-day 
strike on Wednesday of last 
week. 

The walkout was part of a 
bigger campaign by the UCU 
union to win pay rises for 
college staff.

UCU members at the 
college have now taken nine 
days of strikes as part of 
the campaign. They struck 
previously in May, and also 
held walkouts in March and 
January.

A recent ballot of UCU 
members delivered a  
100 percent vote for strikes. 
A further walkout is planned 
for 4 June.

The UCU said that 

college bosses can’t blame 
government funding cuts 
for real terms pay cuts for 
workers. A deal last year at 
Capital City College Group, 
following eight days of 
strikes, gave workers a 5 
percent rise.

The money is there to 
fund education and give 
workers higher pay rises.

nUCU members at Croydon 
College have voted by  
95 percent to continue their 
strikes over pay. 

Workers at the south 
London college have already 
taken several days of strikes 
as part of the UCU campaign 
over pay.

nWORKERS AT the 
University of Surrey 
have delivered a vote 
of no confidence in vice 
chancellor Max Lu and the 
university’s executive board.

Some 96 percent of 
workers who voted backed 
the no confidence. It 
followed news of plans to 
sack staff at the university.

nSUPPORTERS held 
a protest in defence of 
victimised union rep Lee 
Humber last Saturday. 

Bosses at Oxford’s Ruskin 
College suspended Lee 
after the union branch 
delivered a vote of no 
confidence in the principal. 

Lee is the membership 
secretary of Ruskin College 
UCU. 

nVOTING IN the UCU 
general secretary election 
was set to end on Thursday 
of this week.  

Socialist Worker is 
backing UCU Left candidate 
Jo McNeill in the election.

UCU ROUND UP

A new battle for pensions 
UCU UNION members 
will meet for their annual 
congress in Harrogate this 
weekend. Members in higher 
education are demanding 
the union acts to defend 
their USS pension scheme.

UCU members at over 
60 universities held 14 
days of strikes last year to 
defend the scheme. Now the 
USS board that runs it has 
proposed that workers pay 
higher contributions.

The union’s position is to 
support “no detriment”—
which means workers should 
not pay more or get less in 
retirement.

Carlo Morelli is a member 
of the union’s national 

executive committee and a 
USS negotiator.

He told Socialist Worker 
that USS and the bosses’ 
UUK “all agree that the 
scheme should be worse 
for members. But they can’t 
reach an agreement yet on 
how to do that.”

He said, “They failed to 
get rid of our defined benefit 
scheme and now they’re 
coming back for a second 
time. They’re trying to wreck 
the scheme by increasing 
the costs and so forcing 
members out of it.

“The UCU needs to 
start mobilising members 
again now for a ballot on 
industrial action.”

WINCHESTER

UCU UNION members at 
Winchester university are 
preparing for five days of 
strikes to save jobs. 

Workers were set to begin 
a two-day strike on Tuesday 
of next week. A three-day 
walkout is set to begin on 
Monday 3 June.

UCU members voted by  
80 percent for strikes in a 
recent ballot. 

A work to rule was set to 
begin on Thursday of next 
week.

Bosses have threatened 
to scrap 55 posts. They have 
blamed increased pension 
costs. 

The union is demanding 
bosses rule out compulsory 
redundancies.
lSend messages of support to  
simon.boxley@winchester.ac.uk

CONFERENCE
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UNIVERSITY WORKERS and students protested against
the far right Alternative fur Deutchland (AfD) party in 
central London on Friday of last week. Gunnar Beck, a 
law lecturer at Soas University of London, is standing 
for the AfD in this week’s European elections. 

STAND UP TO RACISM

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 
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‘We need Corbyn elected’
>>from page 20
other local networks could 
play an important part in 
that. 

We are ensuring that we 
bring young people through 
our structures as union 
advocates—volunteers who 
distribute literature and carry 
out whatever level of union 
work they want to do without 
being fully fledged reps. 

What other battles is the PCS 
involved in?
The campaigns around tax 
office closures and problems 
in Universal Credit have been 
magnificent and they are 
key fights against terrible 
government policies. 

More strikes can be 
expected in both these areas 
unless the government takes 
heed of our demands. 

When it comes to 
outsourcing, PCS has always 
believed that such work 
should be brought back in 
house. 

The brilliant campaigns in 
the Department of Business, 
Energy and Industrial 
Strategy (BEIS) and Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office 
have shown the union at its 
best—organising the most 
vulnerable workers to fight 
against outsourcing giants.

When you see foodbanks 
set up in BEIS to support 
outsourced ISS cleaners, 
something is seriously 
wrong. 

PCS activists have taken 
great inspiration from 
these fights and it should 
encourage them to build 
increased union density in 
their areas.

How can unions take up issues 
raised by Extinction Rebellion 
and other questions such as 
the fight against racism?
Extinction Rebellion has 
been a brilliant initiative 
and has shown that there 
is a growing movement 
against the failures of the 
system and the inability of 
established politicians to 
deal with them. 

PCS and other trade 
unions will play a full part 
in Stand Up To Racism and 
other anti-fascist initiatives 
that take the fight to Tommy 
Robinson and Ukip. 

We are well placed to 
take on their ideas in the 
workplace and help to build 
mass opposition in our 
communities.

You’ve been one of the most 
consistent defenders of 
Jeremy Corbyn since he was 
elected leader of the Labour 
Party. But he’s gradually made 
concessions to the right of the 
party. Why is that and what can 
trade unions do to back Corbyn 
and get Labour elected?
I disagree with the premise 
of your question. It’s 
not a matter of making 
concessions. 

On Brexit there are a 
range of opinions on the way 
forward within the labour 
movement. 

Jeremy has been 
underestimated by a lot of 
people, including some on 
the left. 

A Corbyn-led Labour 
government would be a huge 
step forward for people in 
this country—getting rid of 
the anti-union laws, radically 
reforming social security and 
completely overturning the 
consensus around neoliberal 
economic policy. 

In PCS we believe that 
it’s in the interests of our 
members to get a Jeremy 
Corbyn government elected. 

At our annual conference 
we are launching a 
consultation among all our 
branches and activists on 
the best way to make that 
happen.
lMark Serwotka is one of the  
speakers at the Marxism 2019 
festival. For full details of the 
event go to bit.ly/Marxism19

Stagecoach bus strike plan
STAGECOACH BUS drivers 
in Preston and Chorley are 
preparing to strike again. 

The workers are members of 
the Unite union. They are paid  
£1 an hour less than workers 
in other depots. 

They previously struck on 
11 and 14 May, and further 
action is planned for this 
Saturday and again on  
28, 31 May and 1 June. 

Workers returned a thumping 
98 percent vote for strikes on a 
turnout of 82 percent. 

nTUBE WORKERS are 
celebrating after threatened 
strikes scored a “major 
victory”. Over 1,000 
workers were due to strike 
from Friday last week 
but action was called off 
after bosses caved in. 

The RMT union members 
were fighting cuts to train 
inspection and preparation. 
They said the plans would 

endanger workers and 
passengers. 

RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash paid credit to the 
members who delivered an 
overwhelming vote to strike 
but said “the campaign 
doesn’t stop here, not by a 
long chalk.

“We expect London 
Underground to reverse 
planned cuts to jobs under its 
‘transformation’ programme 
and assure us there will be 
no further attacks on our 
members.”

nWORKERS ON the London 
Overground staged a 24-hour 
strike last week as part of 
their fight for decent pay.

Travel Safe Officers on the 
Arriva Rail London contract 
walked out last Thursday, 
following on from previous 
strikes earlier in May.

The RMT members are 
striking to end a pay freeze.

No fusion  
at Sellafield
ABOUT 180 workers at 
the Sellafield nuclear 
reprocessing plant in 
Cumbria began a ten-day 
strike over pay on Sunday.

Security guards, catering 
staff and cleaners employed 
by outsourcing firm Mitie 
struck earlier this month.

The Unite union said 
workers had rejected a pay 
offer of £8.21 an hour.

A Mitie spokesperson 
said management would 
not negotiate with the Unite 
union because the GMB was 
“the only recognised union”. 

They added that the GMB 
had accepted the deal.

Unite regional officer Ryan 
Armstrong said, “Unite is now 
upping the ante and putting 
further pressure on Mitie to 
end poverty pay at Sellafield.

“The strike action is 
having a huge effect.”

PCS UNION CONFERENCE

 PCS debates how to 
fight and win on pay
by NICK CLARK in Brighton

DEBATES OVER the next steps in 
a pay fight in the civil service ran 
through the PCS union’s conferences 
this week. 

Delegates discussed the best strategy 
to beat the 1 percent civil service pay cap 
following a recent national strike ballot.

PCS members voted by 79 percent for 
strikes demanding a 10 percent pay rise. 
But the ballot failed narrowly to meet the 
50 percent turnout threshold demanded 
by Tory anti-union laws.

PCS general secretary Mark Serwotka 
said another national ballot may not be 
“far away”.

But there is a debate over whether 
the union should hold a national ballot, 
or try “disaggregated ballots” instead. 

Disaggregated ballots would mean 
each departmental section of the PCS 
voting separately.

Delegates
Delegates to the PCS’s national confer-
ence were set to debate this on Tuesday 
as Socialist Worker went to press. 

Debates at the conferences for the 
DWP and HM Revenue and Customs 
(HMRC) groups foreshadowed it.

Delegates to the HMRC conference 
passed motions raising the prospect 
of strikes in the group, as well as a 
motion committing to remaining in the 
national campaign. 

One speaker during the discussion, 
Julie McMurray from East Kilbride 
branch, suggested that if there had been 
a separate HMRC ballot, “We could have 
been have been taking action.” Earlier 

in the discussion Marianne Owens from 
the group executive committee said, “The 
best way to break the civil service-wide 
pay cap is to take civil service-wide action 
to ensure that no area is left behind.

“We believed in the run-up to this 
that if we were disaggregated we 
wouldn’t be able to play a part in the 
national campaign.”

Socialist Worker supporters argued 
that that the best strategy is to keep 
campaigning for a national pay strike. 

Building rank and file organisation 
of activists in the workplace can win a 
ballot and breach the threshold.

A fringe meeting held by general sec-
retary Mark Serwotka gave evidence to 
back this up. Breakdowns of the ballot 
results showed that 60 percent of people 

who had voted had personal contact 
with PCS reps—and that contact with 
reps produced a higher turnout.

nOUTSOURCED workers at two govern-
ment departments struck on Tuesday.

Members of the PCS at the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office (FCO), and 
the Department for Business, Energy 
and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) were out.

Workers including cleaners and por-
ters at the FCO are fighting outsourcer 
Interserve over redundancies, changes 
to pay dates, and attacks on holiday pay. 
They struck on Tuesday and Wednesday.

Meanwhile cleaners and caterers at 
BEIS were set to strike for four days to 
demand the London Living wage from 
bosses at outsourcers ISS and Aramark.

  Fighting NHS outsourcing 
AROUND 40 health 
campaigners protested at 
the High Court in London on 
Thursday of last week.

Circle Healthcare had 
launched a fresh legal 
challenge in an effort to 
hold on to the £320 million 
contract to run Nottingham 
University Hospitals’ 
treatment centre. 

The Rushcliffe Clinical 
Commissioning Group said 
that the contract, which is 
currently held by Circle, 
should now be returned in 
house.

It’s right to take the 
contract from the outsourcers. 

nHEALTH WORKERS in 
Bradford, West Yorkshire, 
are preparing to take 
on bosses’ backdoor 
privatisation plan. 

The Unison union is 
holding a ballot for strikes at 
the Royal Bradford Hospital 
over plans to outsource 
jobs to a “wholly-owned 
subsidiary”.

Workers should vote for 
strikes in the ballot, which 
ends on 3 June.

STRIKING OUTSOURCED workers on Tuesday                              Picture: Guy Smallman

TRANSPORT

INTERVIEW: MARK SERWOTKA

Anger over 
pay grows
FIREFIGHTERS IN the 
FBU union have voted 
to prepare for industrial 
action in a long-running 
dispute over pay.

Fire brigade bosses have 
forced new duties onto 
the role of firefighters, but 
have kept pay rises below 
inflation—effectively pay 
cuts.

After a debate at the 
FBU conference last week, 
the union said firefighters 
could threaten to withdraw 
from non-contractual 
duties such as rescues in 
or near water.

Around 70 delegates 
at the conference came 
to a Stand Up To Racism 
fringe meeting. Speakers 
included Matt Wrack, FBU 
general secretary.

FIREFIGHTERS NUCLEAR WORKERS

HEALTH SERVICE

Mark Serwotka
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More online
For more on the dispute, go 
to bit.ly/carestrike

  CARE WORKERS 
 CELEBRATE WIN  
by SARAH BATES

ST R I K I N G  h o m e ca re 
 workers are celebrating as 
Birmingham city council 
appears to have backed off 
from attacks.

If the council cabinet 
approves proposals this week 
it will mark a significant vic-
tory in the long running 
dispute.

Some 199 workers have 
fought for two years against 
an offensive on jobs, pay and 
shifts from the Labour-led 
council.

The Unison union mem-
bers held a series of strikes 
against attacks that would  
have tipped many into 
poverty.

Paulette Hamilton, cabinet 
member for health and social 
care, said the cuts were “no 
longer required”. 

Integrated
She is proposing a new “inte-
grated community team” 
with closer links between the 
NHS and adult social care.

The counci l ’ s  report 
argues for the attacks to be 
 “withdrawn, therefore return-
ing the service to status quo”.

“This will mean that 
there will be no contrac-
tual changes for staff, and 
therefore no compulsory 
redundancies or reductions 
in working hours,” it said.

The council has already 
reduced the workforce by 

150 workers in 18 months. In 
2017 it announced plans to 
implement a split shift system 
that would mean working 
for 16 hours but only getting 
paid for 11.

Workers  launched a 
 programme of solid strikes. 

But in July 2018 the council 
announced more redundan-
cies and a plan to put workers 
on reduced hours with three 
shift patterns.

A key victory is that  workers 
will be offered a range of 
options over hours worked. 

Birmingham Unison said, 
“Birmingham council has 
now withdrawn all proposals 
regarding cuts in hours and 
shift changes.

“Congratulations to the 
workers and their  supporters.” 

The council were unhappy 

that the service has “adapted 
its working to enable people 
to manage caring responsibil-
ities or second jobs”.

It’s a disgrace that low 
pay forced workers to take 
second jobs to survive.

Vindication
Unison general secretary 
Dave Prentis said, “If the 
council really is withdraw-
ing these proposals, then 
it’s a vindication for these 
 incredible care workers.”

Any victory is down to the 
organisation and courage of 
workers.

Pressure must be kept 
on the councillors who 
 consistently voted through 
savage cuts to a service that 
allows people to remain inde-
pendent in their own homes.

A planned council review 
of the service must not be 
allowed to  become a way to 
renew the attacks.

And workers should keep 
up the pressure until they get 
a guarantee that all attacks 
have stopped.

HOME CARE workers in Birmingham fought a longrunning campaign to defend a key service  PICTURE: GUY SMALLMAN 

INTERVIEW

 Mark Serwotka---How we can beat the Tories and defend workers’ rights

PCS general secretary Mark Serwotka

On the eve of the union’s 
conference, PCS general 
secretary Mark Serwotka 
spoke to Socialist 
Worker’s Nick Clark

Socialist Worker: The pay 
ballot returned a big Yes 
vote for strikes but didn’t 
reach the 50 percent 
turnout threshold. What 
are the next steps?
Mark Serwotka: It was 
absolutely right to hold 
a national ballot. We 
were disappointed by the 
result. It was agonisingly 
close, but we are not 
going to give up. 

We are proud of the 
fantastic effort by our 
activists and we will be 

working to step up our 
organising work and 
hold another ballot.  

We will also be 
campaigning for Labour 
to commit to introducing 
online balloting if it forms 
a government as part 
of repealing the Act.

Do the anti-union laws 
make it impossible for 
trade unions to win 
national strike ballots? 
And is there scope 
to defy this law?
The Tories would like to 
think that their law means 
national strike ballots can 
no longer be successful.

But we’ve seen with 
the CWU postal workers’ 
union that it is possible 

to achieve above a 
50 percent turnout. PCS 
is very close to that.

We need to redouble 
our efforts to win the 
next strike ballot, get a 
50 percent turnout and 
elect a Labour government 
under Jeremy Corbyn to 
scrap all anti-union laws.

Defiance of unjust laws 
certainly has its place in 
our movement’s history.

But to call such action 
would need a huge level of 
active participation by our 
members, which probably 
would have beaten the 
threshold in the first place.

What has the pay 
campaign revealed 
about the PCS?

PCS has thousands of 
committed activists at 
all levels of the union.

And they did some 
incredible work getting the 
vote out during the ballot.

But, like a lot of 
unions, years of job 
cuts, privatisation, and 
cuts in facility time have 
meant we are not as well 
organised in some areas. 

The key to winning 
strike ballots is reps on 
the ground talking face 
to face with members, 
supported by the new 
digital technology we 
are developing.

Town committees and

>>Continued 
on page 19
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