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CHINA

1989 Tiananmen 
Square revolt that 
shook the regime
THIRTY YEARS ago  
tanks rolled into the 
Chinese capital to crush 
a growing uprising.

Protests initiated by 
students were spreading 
to workers—causing panic 
among the ruling class.

Sadie Robinson looks at 
what drove the movement, 
and the widespread support 
it won.
>>Pages 14&15

SUDAN

General strike 
to boost fight 
against military
HUGE NUMBERS of workers 
joined a strike against military 
rule in Sudan this week. 

Workers in many industries 
heeded the call, declaring 
they will refuse to work 
during the stoppage.

Sudan’s military rulers look 
increasingly vulnerable but 
are trying to find a way to 
keep themselves in power.
>>Page 8

CLIMATE

Global school 
strikes growing 
in numbers
SCHOOL STRIKES demanding 
tough action on climate 
change spread across 
the world last week. 

Around 10,000 school 
students joined a protest in 
London, and there were scores 
of other demos across Britain. 
People chanted, “Where the 
fuck is the government?”
>>Page 20

The story of 
the ‘Hurricane’ 
Wrongly convicted US boxer 

and civil rights hero dies 
>>Page  13

Fight racism,
Fight Tories &
Fight Farage
>>Pages 2, 3, 4&5 and 6

New dangers on the 
right >>Pages 3 and 4

Which hated Tory 
will replace
Theresa May?
>>Page 2

The humiliation 
of fascist thug 
Tommy Robinson 
>>Page 6
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘If you have an 
elephant on 
your bed, like I 
do, or on your 
wall, like I do, 
or everywhere 
in your house, 
like I do, you 
realise that these 
elephants need 
all the help they 
can get’
Princess Eugenie on the 
elephant in the room

‘You can’t cheat it 
then?’
The queen after examining 
self-service checkouts at 
Sainsbury’s

‘Who’s ever 
wondered 
what someone 
drinking a cup of 
cold sick looks 
like in article 
form?’
Guardian newspaper columnist  
Owen Jones tweets to promote 
his work 

‘The world 
is complex, 
and cannot 
be reduced to 
slogans’
Tory MP Jesse Norman as 
part of 33 Tweets to not say 
whether he was standing for 
the Tory leadership
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MEPs win at 
expenses
THE 73 lucky members of 
the European parliament 
have done OK for 
themselves. MEPs earn an 
annual salary of £90,576 
plus expenses.

Each MEP gets a general 
allowance of £46,680 
a year. Added to that is 
a £257,974 annual staff 
allowance paid directly to 
employees.

On top of all that, 
MEPs receive a personal 
travel allowance of £3,675 
and £275 for each day 
they sign the register in 
Brussels or Strasbourg.

Assuming the Britain 
leaves the EU leaves on  
31 October, British MEPs 
will take their seats on 
2 July and earn £45,752 
directly and £85,991 for 
staff salaries over four 
months. They would enjoy 
a paid holiday from 25 July 
to 2 September.

Matt Hancock
He wants to “kick out ugly politics”. 
In 2014 he shared a poem on Twitter 
that said the Labour Party was “full 
of queers”. That sort of ugly? 

His contribution to culture secretary 
was to complain he didn’t get a car 
and come up with a self-promoting, 
but useless, app. He currently oversees 
the privatisation of the NHS.

Sajid Javid

Rory 
Stewart
Wants to “break 

the mould” 
of politicians. 

Michael Gove
His one achievement 
was to scupper Boris 
Johnson’s last attempt 
at the Tory leadership.

Gove wrote an 
Islamophobic book 
called Celsius 7/7.

He pitches himself 
as a thinker. But 
all of his thoughts 
are reactionary. 

Andrea 
Leadsom
Backed restrictions on  
same sex education. 

The former city 
slicker has relatives 
who are fond of 
avoiding  
 
 

Esther McVey 

Dominic Raab
In 2011 Raab complained of 
“blatant discrimination against 
men” and described feminists 
as “among the most obnoxious 
bigots”. 
     He thinks workers in Britain 
are “the worst idlers  
in the world”. He denies  
eating the same lunch every 
day—a chicken caesar and  
bacon baguette from  
Pret A Manger.

 Boris
Johnson

Jeremy Hunt 
The friend of Rupert 
Murdoch showed 
determination to push 
through attacks on 
doctors that hit patient 
safety and paved the 
way for privatisation
     Hunt failed to 
declare his involvement 
in a scheme involving 
seven flats in 
Southampton. 
     He had broken  
anti-money laundering 
legislation. 
    All this got him 
the job of foreign 
secretary where he does 
whatever he thinks 
Donald Trump wants.  

Sir Graham Brady  
Former leader of the Tory  
backbench 1922 Committee 
is the shop steward of Tory 
MPs. The man in the grey  
suit wants a shot at glory  
himself.

With remarkable loyalty 
and restraint he waited a 
whole two hours after  
telling May she had to  
resign before offering  
himself up for her job.

Steve Baker
Troublemaker doesn’t really 
remember him either. Which 
makes his claim, that he had 
faced “a lot of pressure to 
say I should stand”, a little  

He used his 
£275,000-a-year 
Daily Telegraph 
column to liken 
Muslim women 
in burkas to 
bank robbers. 
    This from 
the man who 

called Africans 
“piccaninnies” 
with “watermelon 
smiles”, and 
claimed apartheid  
was a “minor 
tyranny”.

Moved from attacking 
disabled people to 
attacking all benefit 
recipients  with 
Universal Credit. 

odd. The former 
financier 
is probably 

WELCOME TO the Troublemaker guide to the Tory party leadership 
candidates. There are a lot of them and there may be more. But we 
can guarantee that which ever one wins they won’t be very nice

standing to 
make
up the 
numbers.

Sajid Javid’s supporters have 
made much of the fact he is a 
second generation migrant.

But he was also a top business 
figure at Deutsche Bank, where he 
was paid around £3 million a year. 

     Javid has spent his time 
proving he is fit to lead the 
Tories by attacking migrants.

 
 
tax. She 
meanwhile 

hopes to bring 
back hunting with 
dogs.

Cuts mean 
70,000  
fewer nurses 
CUTS WILL leave the NHS 
short of almost 70,000 
nurses within five years, 
according to a leaked 
government backed report.

It also blames part of 
the shortfall on George 
Osborne’s decision to 
abolish bursaries and 
grants for student nurses 
in 2015.

Publication of the 
document, known as the 
NHS People Plan, has been 
delayed.

The draft says, “Our 
analysis shows a 40,000 
(11 percent) shortfall [in 
the number of nurses 
needed in England] in 
2018-19, which widens 
to 68,500 (16 percent) 
by 2023-24, without 
intervention, as demand for 
nurses grows faster than 
supply.”

And it adds, 
“Applications for nursing 
and midwifery courses 
have fallen since the 
education funding reforms, 
with a 31 percent decrease 
between 2016 and 2018.”

It says the 50 percent 
fall in applicants for 
learning-disability nursing 
since 2016 is particularly 
severe. It has also led to 
“significant” falls in the 
number of mature students 
and men applying.

The Etonian 
is running 
as a “Stop 
   Boris  
   suicide  
     bomber 
candidate.”  

     Since leaving 
the cabinet has 
claimed poor 
families only 
use food banks 
because they 
prioritise new 
mobile phones 
over food.



They’ve 
been ‘ad
SOCIAL MEDIA matters, but 
it’s no guarantee of success 
or failure. 

Ahead of the European 
elections, the Brexit Party 
spent less on Facebook 
advertising than the Tories, 
Labour, the Lib Dems, the 
Greens and Change UK. It 
beat them all.

From 18 to 24 May, the 
Facebook ad spending per 
party was £30,000 for the 
Tories, Lib Dems £135,000, 
Labour £80,000, Greens 
£65,000 and Change UK 
£125,000. The Brexit Party 
spent £12,000.

The total Facebook ad 
spends for polling day 
by Remain and Leave 
campaigning groups was 
Remain £168,013, Leave 
£11,272. That’s a 14-fold 
advantage for Remain.

Big claims 
will fall flat
LOTS OF the Tory leadership 
hopefuls claim they will force 
the European Union to make 
fundamental concessions 
that will transform Theresa 
May’s deal.

They may not have noticed 
that the EU agreement 
to postpone Brexit until 
31 October “excludes any 
reopening of the Withdrawal 
Agreement”.

Tories try to 
stop Boris 
THE DEPTH of the Tory 
divisions can be judged from 
a Financial Times article on 
Monday.

It said, “Boris Johnson 
remains a divisive candidate. 

“A group within the 
parliamentary party has 
launched a campaign known 
as ‘Operation Arse’ to prevent 
him making it through to the 
shortlist that will be voted 
on by the Conservative party 
membership.”

Mainstream parties reap 
fallout of political crisis
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE EUROPEAN election results 
have underlined the political  
crisis in Britain and the wholesale  
collapse of the Tories.

This was not an electoral blip—it 
revealed a deep rejection of a whole 
way of doing politics. 

The party of government took just 
9 percent of the vote. 

It was its worst ever result in 
a national election, the lowest in 
almost two centuries.

They came fifth, behind the 
Greens, and they are now beginning 
a leadership contest that will divide 
them even further.

In any normal circumstances—
with a departing prime minister, 
utter paralysis in parliament and a 
government that is so despised—
there would be a general election.

There should be now, but the 
Tories will try to hang on because 
they know they would be destroyed.

As foreign secretary Jeremy Hunt 
said on Tuesday, if the Tories now 
fail over Brexit, “It could lead to the 
destruction of our party system and 
the end of my own party”.

Deep
Labour’s crisis is not as deep, but it 
can’t be ignored. It took just 14.6 per-
cent of the vote share, and halved its 
number of MEPs. 

It has no MEPs in Scotland and 
came behind Plaid Cymru in Wales 
for the first time in a national poll. 

Labour came second in Jeremy 
Corbyn’s Islington, but also fourth 
in Sheffield, Norwich, Bristol and 
Brighton and Hove.

The Lib Dems took 21 percent 
and the Greens 12.5 percent. Ukip 

and Change UK were wiped out. In 
Scotland the SNP came first with a 
thumping 38 percent.

Anti-racists rightly celebrated in 
North West England. After a cam-
paign by Stand Up To Racism, fascist 
Tommy Robinson failed to be elected. 
He took just 2 percent of the vote and 
lost his £5,000 deposit.

The main gainer across Britain was 
Nigel Farage’s Brexit Party. 

It won almost a third of the vote, 
far more than the Tories and Labour 
combined.

Not everyone who voted for the 
Brexit Party is a racist, let alone a 
fascist.

Angry
But racist Farage pulls in people 
who are angry at the political estab-
lishment and focuses them towards 
Islamophobic and racist solutions.

The Brexit Party’s gains will 
strengthen racism and right wing 
ideas.

They will also convince Boris 
Johnson and other Tory  leadership 
contenders that the threat of a  
no-deal Brexit—spiced with racism—
is the way forward. 

They will see it as the only method to 
salvage something from the  wreckage 
after Theresa May’s departure.

Everyone concerned and angry 
about the rise of racism should protest 
against Donald Trump in Britain, cul-
minating in the national demonstra-
tion in London next Tuesday.

And there desperately needs to be 
more struggle as the crisis of British 
politics grows.
Stand Up To Racism forum—How can 
we stop Trump and the far right across 
Europe? Saturday 1 June, 2pm, NEU 
headquarters, Mabledon Place, central 
London

Final chapter of the story for  
cracked and broken Tories? 
THE TORY crisis threatens the 
party’s whole future.

According to an exit poll paid 
for by Lord Ashcroft, more than 
half of 2017 Conservative voters 
who took part in the European 
elections voted for the Brexit 
Party. 

Only 21 percent stayed 
with the Tories.

Sometimes people cast 
a “protest vote” over a 
particular issue and then 
later return to their usual 
party. 

But sometimes they 
make permanent shifts.

The Scottish 
independence 
referendum of 2013 led 
to changes in voters’ 
loyalties that have not 

disappeared. It took many years 
for millions of Labour voters to 
overcome their revulsion at Tony 
Blair and the Iraq War.

According to the Ashcroft 
poll, only one in three 2017 
Conservative voters who switched 
to the Brexit Party say they will 

back the Tories at the 
next general election.

Conservatives who 
switched to the  
Lib Dems say they are 
even more likely to stay 
put.

Overall, only  
43 percent of 2017 
Conservative voters 
who turned out in the 
European elections say 
they will vote Tory at the 
next general election.

A GRATIFYING end to Theresa May 

Any votes?
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SNP nails saltire to EU mast
THE SCOTTISH 
National Party (SNP) 
swept to victory 
and scored its best 
European elections 
result ever in 
Scotland. 

It won 38 percent 
of the vote. It now 
has three seats 
after a campaign 
unambiguously based 
on fighting Brexit.  

Scottish Labour 
was wiped out after it 

failed to win a single 
seat—it lost over 
200,000 votes and 
finished in fifth place.  

Announcing the 
election bid leader 
Nicola Sturgeon said 
that “Labour is a 
pro-Brexit party, just 
as the Tories are a 
pro-Brexit party”.

Sturgeon fought 
to pull in voters who 
don’t support Scottish 
independence but 

wanted to support a 
Remain-backing party.

“Whatever 
your view on 
independence, 
this election is an 
opportunity to make 
Scotland’s voice 
heard,” she said. 

Unless Scottish 
Labour starts to back 
independence from 
Britain, its political 
crisis is likely to 
deepen.

Greens gain with Brexit focus
THE GREEN Party 
was quick to declare 
a “green wave”. 
The party won over 
2 million votes, the 
highest number for 
30 years and netted 
seven seats, up from 
three.

It won several 
high profile seats. 
Sitting South West 
MEP Molly Scott Cato 
won 35.1 percent—an 
increase of  
15.8 percent. 

Former Lord Mayor 
of Sheffield Magid 
Magid won a seat 
for the Greens in 
the Yorkshire and 
Humber region. It is 

likely their result was 
boosted by action by 
Extinction Rebellion 
and the global school 
climate strikes. 

But the Greens 
haven’t visibly 
been part of these 
movements on 

a national scale. 
And instead of 
emphasising its 
climate credentials, 
the party focused on 
fighting Brexit. 

One of its main 
campaigning points 
was winning a second 
referendum.   

Environmental 
protection was third 
down on its list—but 
framed in terms of 
stopping Brexit. 

It said that “an 
extreme Brexit 
puts many of the 
environmental 
protection laws we 
currently have at 
risk”. 

Behind the 
swift rise of 
the Brexit 
Party beast 
Farage has played clever by bridging 
class divisions. The left must expose 
the racism at the heart of it

WEEKS AFTER it was set up, 
Nigel Farage’s Brexit Party has 
topped the poll in the European 
elections in Britain.

The right wing party came first in 
all of the English regions apart from 
London, in Wales, and the majority 
of local authority areas. 

Farage, a racist politician and 
former banker, is playing a long‑term 
game to strengthen the right. Such 
opportunists never reveal their full 
agenda at the start of their projects. 

Farage did not even produce a 
manifesto or policies on any issue 
except Brexit.

He could therefore attract both 
those who want to tax the rich and 
those who want business tax cuts. 
He could win votes from those who 
want to defend the NHS and those 
who want to privatise it. 

He has managed to present him‑
self as a democrat standing up 
against an establishment that has 
betrayed ordinary people.

And he has been careful not 
to talk about immigration, unlike 
during the EU  referendum campaign 
in 2016.

It has meant he could appeal to a 
broad range of Leave voters.

For example, the Brexit Party won 
40 percent of the vote in Sunderland, 
which returned large votes for Leave 
in 2016 and for Labour in the 2017 
general election.

Hoovered
It hoovered up support in Sunderland 
from Ukip, which saw its vote drop 
from 30 percent to 9 percent. 
But Labour’s support also collapsed 
with its share of the vote down to 21 
percent from over 40 percent in the 
European elections in 2014.

The Brexit referendum campaign 
was shaped by racism from the offi‑
cial Leave and Remain campaigns. 

But many saw it as an opportunity 
to kick an out of touch establishment, 
with the poorer C2, D and E social 
groups more likely to vote Leave.

A poll by Lord Ashcroft showed 
that 40 percent of C2 and 36 percent 
of DE voted for the Brexit Party.

The demographic at the Brexit 

Party rallies has been different, 
made up of larger numbers of well‑
to‑do Farage fans and middle class 
right wingers.

The real danger is that Farage will 
now use racism to grow. Stopping 
him requires building unity among 
anti‑racists who support Leave and 
Remain.

That Farage has not successfully 
captured the support of all Leave 
voters is shown by the votes in two 
London boroughs.

Barking and Dagenham voted 
Leave by 63 percent in the Brexit ref‑
erendum. Labour’s vote was down 
in this week’s election, but it still 
topped the poll with 41 percent.

The Brexit Party came second 
with 29 percent of the vote, likely 
gaining from Ukip’s collapse from 28 
to 5 percent.

But in Tory‑controlled Bexley,  
which also voted Leave by 63  percent, 
the Brexit Party came first with 41 per‑
cent while Labour slumped to  13 per‑
cent. Farage wants to take working  
people’s anger and turn it against 
minorities. The left must battle to 
turn it against the establishment 
and the rich.

BACK STORY
Nigel Farage claims his new 
Brexit Party is only concerned 
with democracy
lNot everyone who voted for the 
Brexit Party was racist
lBut racism and attacks on the 
poor are at the heart of Farage’s 
vision
lThe left must expose him as a 
racist enemy of ordinary people

THE BREXIT Party—the grinning face of reaction 

Labour vote gives ammunition to party 
right wingers who want rid of Corbyn
THE LABOUR Party did very 
poorly in the European elections—
but not as badly as the Tories. It 
fell to third place overall, behind 
the Brexit Party and the Liberal 
Democrats. In Scotland it fell to 
fifth place, with less than a  
10 percent share of the vote.

The results have triggered a 
party crisis, raising the prospect 
of a right wing challenge to 
Jeremy Corbyn.

Labour’s right wing hopes the 
party can finally be pushed into 
backing a second referendum and 
campaigning to remain in the EU.

Campaign
The party’s official policy is to 
campaign for a general election, 
with the possibility of backing a 
second referendum if this isn’t 
possible.

But deputy leader Tom 
Watson—who backs a second 
referendum—said that after the 
result Labour “cannot go into an 
election with our current Brexit 
position”. 

Corbyn and many of his 
shadow ministers gave ground 
to this. Speaking on Monday 
morning, Corbyn said, “There 
has to be an agreement with the 
European Union and there then 
has to be a public vote.”

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell said Labour “must 
unite our party and country by 
taking the issue back to people in 
a public vote”. And shadow home 
secretary Diane Abbott gave 
ground as well.

Other figures on the left were 
more forceful. In a column 

for the Guardian newspaper 
prominent Corbyn supporter Paul 
Mason wrote that Labour “needs 
to unite around the strategy of 
remain and reform in Europe”.

He characterised the vote as 
essentially a split between right 
wing voters in “ex-industrial 
towns” and “internationalist 
and progressive politics”. And 
he even suggested that Labour’s 
success in the 2017 general 

election was “above all by 
large-scale tactical voting among 
Remain voters.” He also argued 
Labour should support Trident 
nuclear weapons.

But support for Brexit is 
not a straightforward right 
wing vote—just as support for 
Remain-backing parties is not 
straightforwardly left wing.

Unfortunately the left has 
made itself completely absent 
from the argument. The debate 
in Labour became a choice 
between those who argue 
immigration lowers wages and 
those who want to rescue the EU.

Corbyn has tried to balance, 
but now is losing his footing.

A vision for a left wing 
anti-austerity, anti-racist Brexit 
could defy the right and cut 
across the false divide. This must 
include defending migrants and 
the NHS, and fighting for jobs 
and public services.
Nick Clark

Lib Dem austerity mongers 
make big wins in elections
THE LIB Dems saw 
one of the biggest 
gains of the night—
taking 18.6 percent of 
the vote and coming 
second.

It mounted a 
campaign solely 
focused on getting a 
second referendum on 
EU membership and 
stopping Brexit.

The Lib Dems’ 
election manifesto 
declared, “We can 
stop Brexit through a 
People’s Vote. 

“We can stay as 
a leading force in 
the European Union, 
shaping its future with 
our MEPs sitting at 
the decision table.”

The party won a 
total of 15 seats—a 
huge gain from 2014’s 
results which saw 
their share reduced to 
one seat. 

It performed well 
in areas that voted 
for Remain—and in 
areas where support 
for Labour fell most 
dramatically. In 
London, it won three 
seats with 27 percent 

of the vote. Is this the 
return of the Liberal 
Democrats? 

Some are clearly 
worried about its 
success. 

Change UK leader 
Heidi Allen suggested 
before counting began 
that the two parties 
could merge.

And Chuka 
Umunna has called 
for a pact between 
the groups not to 
field competing 
candidates in a 
general election. 

Allen didn’t rule this 
out.

The Lib Dems claim 
that Brexit threatens 
the NHS, public 
services and jobs. 

It wasn’t Brexit that 
caused the bedroom 
tax, public sector pay 
freeze, healthcare 
privatisation or 
welfare cuts. 

It was the Lib Dems 
who, in coalition 
with the Tories, 
were responsible for 
overseeing five years 
of punishing austerity. 

Lib Dem deputy leader Jo Swinson
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Magid Magid

Watching Farage romp home is a sobering sight for Labour’s leaders

Labour Remain supporter Paul Mason— 
“progressive and internationalist”? 

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

LEFT WON’T MAKE GAINS 
WITHOUT CLASS POLITICS

 T
HERE’S A howling 
political crisis in 
Britain—and the left is 
missing out.

The field has been 
cleared for charlatans such as 
Nigel Farage and Boris Johnson.

In the area around Scunthorpe 
in North Lincolnshire the Brexit 
Party took 47 percent of the vote 
in the elections. 

That’s a sign of the despair in 
the area—and the danger that the 
bitterness could be turned against 
migrants.

There’s a desperate need for 
something that unites working 
class people against their real 
enemies.

And there’s a clear example—
the threat to Scunthorpe’s steel 
works and 25,000 jobs. 

If there was a serious fight to 
save the plant in the town, the 
situation could be transformed.

The trade unions have said 
there will be resistance. But 
there’s no sense of urgency, no 
talk of an occupation, no campaign 
to force nationalisation.

Meanwhile, in the area around 
Swindon 36 percent of people 
voted for the Brexit Party.

The closure of Honda in the 
town threatens the livelihoods 

of over 15,000 people.  At the 
moment Honda workers are 
faced with two sets of useless 
advice from the Brexit Party and 
Remainers about what to do.

Former Tory Ann Widdecombe, 
and now Brexit Party MEP for 
the South West, was asked what 
she would say to Honda workers. 
“Listen to your management,” she 
responded. “Factories close all the 
time or they move.”

Her insulting dismissal of 
people’s concerns gives a glimpse 
into the reality of the Brexit 
Party. On the other side Green 
MEP Molly Scott-Cato, said, 
“The best way to put an end to 
business uncertainty and ensure 
a prosperous economy that 

safeguards jobs is to stop Brexit.”
The message is to either line 

up with the bosses, or line up with 
the bosses’ European Union (EU). 

Neither offers the slightest 
hope of success.

Socialist Worker is against the 
neoliberal, racist EU and thinks it 
will be disastrous if Labour comes 
out for a second referendum.

But instead of endless 
arguments about the precise 
phrasing about Brexit, the left 
ought to fight to change the terms 
of the debate. 

Nobody should talk about 
Brexit without saying that—
whether we supported Leave 
or Remain—we have to fight 
now against austerity, racism and 
climate chaos. 

That requires a break from 
the impoverished imagination of 
far too many union leaders and 
Labour MPs.

It means constructing a 
confident, fighting and socialist 
left—not a cringing and defensive 
one.

Rage against Trump next week, 
protest at the Tory conference 
in Manchester in September, 
fight the racist Farage, and push 
for action from the unions and 
Labour.

SHED NO TEARS FOR MAY
 T HERESA MAY confirmed 

she was standing down as 
Tory leader on Friday of 

next week. Most people, including 
the posh scum of her own party, 
are glad she is going.

For three seconds after she 
finished her resignation speech 
in front of Number 10, there was 
complete silence. 

Then followed a bark of 
laughter in the street. It was 
better than she deserved.

There was some noise about 
tears. But even amid the self-pity, 

May’s strange, offensive approach 
reappeared. She compared her 
failed attempts to pass her Brexit 
deal to the Kindertransport—
rescuing Jewish children from the 
Nazis.

You could say that May faced a 
hostile environment. But a lack of 
empathy is nothing to the ruined 
lives she leaves behind.  

What was presented as 
tough-minded self-discipline was 
ignorance and spite. 

When she became prime 
minister she talked about tackling 

“burning injustices”. And then she 
made them worse.

The truest thing she ever 
said was, “You know what some 
people call us—the nasty party.” 

Her one achievement of note 
was she managed to make it 
nastier—and oversee its hopefully 
permanent decline.

If you didn’t cry over Grenfell, 
the Windrush generation, or the 
war on disabled people, then, as 
Bob Dylan sang, “Take the rag 
away from your face. Now ain’t 
the time for your tears.”

Honda workers 
got useless advice 
from the Brexit 
Party and from 
Remainers 

‘‘

Socialist Worker

Send your reports and views to 
reports@socialistworker.
co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

Sign up for our morning email  
Breakfast in Red at  
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone and switch notifications on. 
Save 07494 519595 as Socialist 
Worker WhatsApp. Send ‘start’ 
to 07494 519595

[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker (Britain)

NEWS & COMMENT 4 5
Socialist Worker  29 May 2019



ANALYSIS 
CHARLIE KIMBER
ANALYSIS 

Far right gain from 
mainstream crisis
THE TWO “moderate” blocs that have run the European 
Parliament for decades have seen their control torn away 
in the recent elections.

What’s termed the centre right group was projected to win 
179 seats, down from 216 in 2014. The centre left looked set 
to drop to 150 seats from 191.

“For the first time in 40 years, the two classical parties, 
socialists and conservatives, will no longer have a majority,” 
said Guy Verhofstadt, leader of one of the liberal groups.

They will seek alliances with the Greens or other groups to 
win key posts.

This is partly a reflection on the European scale of a 
process of the centre collapsing. That has been clear for some 
time on a national level and was reinforced last weekend. 

In Germany the “grand coalition” of Angela Merkel’s 
conservatives and the Labour-type SPD won less than  
45 percent of the vote between them.

Among under-30s, 13 percent voted for Merkel’s 
conservatives and 10 percent voted for the SPD, while 
33 percent voted for the Greens.

In Britain the Tories and Labour managed just 23 percent 
in total, down from 82 percent at the last general election.

The two historic parties of French politics, the 
conservative Les Republicains party and the Socialist Party, 
took less than 15 percent of the vote between them. 

As the traditional mainstream buckles under the strain of 
implementing austerity, racists and the far right have rushed 
in. France’s fascist National Rally—formerly the National 
Front—topped the poll, beating president Emmanuel 
Macron’s neoliberal outfit.

Macron has faced months of Yellow Vest protests and 
strikes and is hugely unpopular. National Rally leader 
Le Pen used the widespread feeling against Macron to argue 
that only her party could deny him top spot and therefore 
everyone had to get behind it.

The left was too weak to offer a fighting alternative. 
Reacting to months of attacks from some trade union 

leaders and some left parties, many Yellow Vest supporters 
were among the 23 million who did not vote. Others were 
some of the one million who spoiled their ballot or entered a 
blank paper. 

In Italy Matteo Salvini’s far right Lega Party grabbed 
34 percent of the vote, up from 6 percent in 2014. It followed 
a virulent campaign of anti-migrant and anti-Roma racism.

In Hungary, Viktor Orban, whose racist Fidesz party took 
52 percent of the vote and 13 of the country’s 21 seats, 
was also a big winner. He described the elections as “the 
beginning of a new era against migration”. 

Unstoppable
But the far right are not unstoppable. Greek Nazis Golden 
Dawn saw their support fall by nearly a half from 2014. 
Activists have relentlessly campaigned against them and 
exposed their murderous activities.

In the Netherlands the far right Freedom party, led by 
Geert Wilders, collapsed and didn’t win a seat.

The AfD in Germany advanced, but not as strongly as it 
had hoped. In the Spanish state, Vox took seats for the first 
time but won a lower percentage than in the recent general 
election.

In Austria the Freedom Party Nazis saw their vote fall 
around 2 percentage points after a huge corruption scandal 
and spirited anti-fascist campaigning. But the fact it didn’t 
fall further is evidence of how they have built a substantial 
cadre and wider support that will not simply disappear.

The task—a very substantial one—is to oppose the 
racists and fascists on a broad basis but also to offer a better 
alternative than the failing and pro-austerity centre.

That can’t be done by parliamentary manoeuvre. 
Syriza—the once radical party in Greece that caved in to 
implementing austerity—has called a snap election after 
suffering a heavy defeat by the opposition conservatives. 
Syriza leader Alexis Tsipras had said the polls were a vote of 
confidence in his government’s policies.

And in the Spanish state the coalition led by Podemos saw 
its vote slide, and the mayors of Barcelona and Madrid that 
it had previously backed also lost. Resistance and struggle 
against both racism and austerity will be central to turning 
the tide against the right.

CAMPAIGNING TOOK place all across the North West  Picture: Stand uP to raciSm mancheSter

Humiliating election defeat 
for Nazi Tommy Robinson
A N T I - R A C I S T S  a r e  
celebrating after Nazi 
Tommy Robinson and the 
racist Ukip party were 
humiliated in the European 
elections last week.

Robinson, who stood as 
an independent in the North 
West, won just 2.2 percent 
of the vote. And Ukip lost all 
of its seats in the European  
pa r l i ament—wi th  ju s t  
3.3 percent of the vote across 
Britain.

Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) and Unite Against 
Fascism led the fight against 
Robinson in the North West.

Paul Jenkins, SUTR North 
West organiser, said, “We are 
absolutely delighted that the 
fascist Tommy Robinson has 
been stopped. 

“We launched our cam-
paign to stop Robinson 
the same night that he 
announced he was standing 
as an MEP candidate.

“We have continuously 
campaigned, with mass leaf-
leting, stalls, rallies, protests 
and other activities across the 
whole region.”  

Intimidation
They stood up to intimidation 
from Robinson’s thuggish 
campaign, including assaults 
on anti-racists in Warrington 
and Salford. Robinson faced 
the humiliation of having 
milkshakes thrown at him. 

And in Oldham supporters 
of the Muslim Defence League 
threw  whatever came to hand 
at his crew. On the night of 

the result, Robinson snuck 
out before counting had 
finished at the Manchester 
Central Hall, knowing that 
he had lost. 

He was quick to blame 
being banned from social 
media platforms, such as 
Facebook and YouTube for 
his failure. But he also com-
plained that voters had asked 
him, “Aren’t you a Nazi”. 

Robinson, a middle class 
businessman, tried to pre-
sent himself as a working 
class person standing up 
for those left behind by the 
Westminster elite. He tar-
geted council estates in 
poorer towns.

While Robinson did hold 
some hundreds-strong rallies 
on estates, he failed to make 
the breakthrough he wanted.

One of Robinson’s more 
 successful rallies was in 
Heywood, Rochdale. But he 
only won 4 percent of votes 

in that area. Anti-racists 
made sure that they went to 
Heywood, Middleton, Eccles, 
Bury, Carlisle, Crewe and 
other areas where he was 
hoping to pick up votes. 

Paul said, “His defeat 
was not inevitable—he only 
needed around 8 percent of 
the vote to win a seat.  

“ B y  m o b i l i s i n g  t h e 
 anti-racist majority against 
this fascist, we have been 
able to stop him.”

Casualties
One of the far right’s other 
causalities was Ukip leader 
Gerard Batten, who lost his 
seat in London. 

He has been behind the 
party’s shift to openly work-
ing with the far right, and 
appointed Robinson as his 
personal adviser.

Deputy  leader  Mike 
Hookem resigned last week 
to run for the leadership, sig-
nalling further decline and 
infighting. 

One of Ukip’s alt right stars 
was Carl Benjamin—also 
known by his YouTube per-
sonality “Sargon of Akkad”. 
Ukip only gained 3.24 percent 
of the vote in the South West 
constituency. 

The far right has taken 
a beating, but it will try to 
 regroup. Anti-racists must be 
ready to oppose them.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Stopping the far right
ACTIVISTS WILL discuss 
where next for the fight 
against the far right in 
London on Saturday. 

The Stand Up To 
Racism meeting comes 
after the European 
elections and ahead of 
Donald Trump’s state 
visit to Britain. Speakers 
include journalist 
Grace Blakeley, NEU 

general secretary Kevin 
Courtney and others. 

International speakers 
include Italian anti-fascist 
Alfio Bernabei and 
David Karvala from 
the Spanish state. 
How can we stop the far 
right? Sat 1 June, 1pm 
National Education Union, 
Hamilton House, Mabledon 
Place, WC1H 9BD

Robinson fled the count

Paul Jenkins

6 NEWS Socialist Worker  29 May 2019



 Birmingham Pride defies
 homophobic protests
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

LGBT+ MUSLIMS and Parkfield 
primary school deputy head 
teacher Andrew Moffat led the 
Pride march in Birmingham last 
Saturday. 

The march marked the  beginning 
of the city’s tens of thousands-strong 
Pride festival. 

And it was a show of defiance to 
homophobic protests, led by some 
Muslim parents, against LGBT+ 
 lessons at several schools in the city. 

Chants of “We’re here, we’re 
queer—get over it” rang out from 
the large bloc from Unmuted, an 
organisation that represents black 
LGBT+ people. 

Nadine joined the bloc with a 
sign calling on people to “protect 
Muslim queer, trans and intersex 
people of colour”.

“We’re making a space for those 
who aren’t normally visible—
Muslim communities, people of 
colour,” he told Socialist Worker. 

“Visibility and support are so 
important—it’s hard for many 
people to express themselves.”

A group of right wing Christians, 
some of whom have supported 
 protests outside Parkfield school, 
tried to jeer at the edge of the 
protest.

They were drowned out by chants 
of “Teach love—not hate” and 
looked on awkwardly as LGBT+ 
couples danced past them.

Parkfield Community School and 
other schools in the same academy 
chain dropped the No Outsiders edu-
cation programme amid parent pro-
tests. These lessons included learning 
about same sex relationships as part 
of teaching the Equality Act 2010.

Protests
Another school, Anderton Park, was 
forced to shut early last Friday to 
ensure teachers and pupils were 
“safely let out of the way” ahead of 
protests. Around 200 bigots gath-
ered outside the school gates.

Ferhan Khan, who joined the 
Pride march, was outside the school 
the previous day to back LGBT+ 
lessons. He said that he was lead-
ing Pride to 
“make us vis-
ible as queer 
Muslims—no 
shame”.

“There have 
been protests 
outside the 
school  but 
today shows 
you don’t have 
to be homopho-
bic as a Muslim.”

Earlier last week 
LGBT+ supporters 
were pelted with eggs 
after they hung heart 
shaped signs on the 

school gates. All pupils should have 
LGBT+ inclusive relationship and 
sex education and parents should 
not have the right to  withdraw their 
children.

Labour-run Birmingham coun-
cil should have enforced LGBT+ 
inclusive equality teaching across 
all schools already. 

Some marchers wore 
Palestinian clothing in 
protest at HSBC being the 
main sponsor. Palestinian 
LGBT+ group Aswat had 
called on Birmingham 
Pride to reject the bank’s 
money “until they divest 
from all  companies 

arming Israeli Apartheid”.
The Pride march was 

a powerful expression of 
LGBT+ people and a show 

of defiance against those who 
want to push people back into 

the closet. As Bashun said, “It’s 
about celebrating who I am—
so people can see that we exist.”

TENS OF thousands joined Birmingham Pride 

GRENFELL TOWER

New cladding tests fail
THERESA MAY had the front 
to claim during her resignation 
speech last week that she had 
fought “the burning injustices 
that still scar our society”.

She listed Grenfell Tower 
as an example, forgetting how 
she was chased out of North 
Kensington, west London, in 
the aftermath of the fire.

A stark example of the 
Tories’ inadequate response 
to the fire came last week.

It’s taken them almost 
two years to set up tests 
on potentially hazardous 
cladding on buildings. And 
now it has emerged these 
checks are insufficient. 

The investigations are set 

to be carried out by the Fire 
Protection Association which is 
linked to the insurance industry.

It intends to use a mix of 
non-flammable and flammable 
materials in its tests. Yet 
flammable material, not a mix, 
is used in most cladding.

People in North Kensington 
must not be left to fight 
against indifference on 
their own. Activists should 
join the silent walk on the 
second anniversary of the 
fire and the protests in 
London the day after.
Join the protest to demand justice 
on 15 June at 12 noon, Portland 
Place, London W1A 1AA  
bit.ly/GrenfellJune

EDSON DA COSTA

Paramedics 
told wrong 
address
PARAMEDICS WHO were 
called to help Edson Da Costa 
were initially sent to the 
wrong address, an inquest has 
heard.

Edson died in June 2017 just 
days after being stopped by 
police on the Woodcocks estate 
in Beckton, east London.

An inquest into his 
death heard last week that 
paramedics were “left in the 
dark” after being given the 
wrong details.

Edson became unresponsive 
after several officers pinned 
him to the ground during the 
stop, and he was sprayed in 
the face with CS gas.

Henrietta Hill QC, 
representing Edson’s family, 
said problems with locating 
Edson contributed to delay in 

the arrival of paramedics. One 
police officer radioed for an 
ambulance at 10.05pm on 15 
June 2017. The jury heard that 
London Ambulance Service 
workers were at first wrongly 
told by a Metropolitan Police 
emergency call handler that 
Edson was in “Woodcoat”.

Metropolitan Police 
communications officer 
Danielle Michael told the 
court that the office had been 
“noisy” at the time. 

The coordinates drawn up 
on a police computer were for 
somewhere in Surrey.

Senior coroner Nadia 
Persaud said, “There are 
emergency calls. It is vital you 
hear the information. I’m not 
being critical of you. In these 
circumstances nearly every 
second counts.”

The court heard that 
Michael changed the location 
after realising a mistake had 
been made. But the correction 
wasn’t shared with the 
ambulance service until later.

The court heard that at 
10.07pm the ambulance 
service was told Edson was 
conscious and breathing. 

Seconds later an updated 
message said he was not 
breathing. 

The inquest continues.
Sadie Robinson

Edson Da Costa

Out and proud
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Sudanese 
union calls 
strike for a 
‘full victory’ 
A two-day general strike showed 
the power of workers to take on the 
military, writes Charlie Kimber 

GROUPS OF workers across 
S u d a n  b e ga n  a  t wo - d a y  
general strike on Tuesday as 
part of the fight to remove the  
military regime.

According to initial reports par-
ticipants included sugar workers at 
the Kenana and Sinnar factories, 
port workers, and general workers 
in the Kober industrial area in the 
capital Khartoum.

Health, petroleum, nuclear 
power, aviation, bank, telecom 
and civil service workers in several 
 ministries, engineers and university 
lecturers also took part. 

The Sudanese Professionals 
Association (SPA) had taken the 
lead in organising the months of 
nationwide protests that led to the 
removal of dictator Omar al-Bashir 
in April. 

It said, “In order to achieve a full 
victory, we are calling for a huge 
participation in a general political 
strike.

“A political strike is one of the 
most effective means of peaceful 
resistance.

“It is aimed at exerting  grassroots 
pressure for the realisation of the 
goals of the Sudanese people’s 
revolution.

“The first and foremost goal is 
to ensure the immediate transfer of 
power to a civilian government.

“A political strike is a decisive 
revolutionary activity whereby all 
oscillating positions and attitudes 
are overcome.”

Refuse
The SPA advised workers to attend 
work as usual but to “refuse to do 
any work while at the workplace” 
and then join rallies later in the day.

The action defied threats from 
General Hemeti, who is effec-
tively the country’s leader, to sack 
 government employees who struck. 

As well as the escalation to a gen-
eral strike, the mass sit-ins outside 
military buildings continue in many 
parts of the country.

The military have tried to clear 
these, but failed despite repression. 

On Fr iday  o f  las t  week  

Mohamed Zain died from wounds 
sustained on 13 May. 

He was assaulted with rifle butts 
during an attack on the Khartoum 
sit-in.

The military and the opposition 
have approved parts of a  transitional 
deal towards full elections in three 
years’ time. 

Agreement
But there is no agreement on 
the make-up and leadership of a 
 presidential council that would 
wield real power.

Last week the military  leaders 
went on a tour of reactionary 
nearby states—Egypt, Saudi Arabia 
and United Arab Emirates—all of 
whom offered support.

The mass involvement of workers 
this week points towards the way to 
drive out the military, use Sudan’s 
wealth for all the oppressed, and 
win real democracy.

The strikes must not be simply 
a negotiating tactic. They need 
to become indefinite to beat the 
military.

Such general strikes, which are 
a challenge for power, require the 
formation of workers’ councils to 
democratically run society.

On other pages...
China 1989—workers in revolt 
>>Pages 14&15

BACK STORY
Mass protests toppled Sudanese 
dictator Omar al-Bashir last 
month 
lThe military is trying to cling 
on to power 
lThe military and opposition 
forces have agreed to a 
three‑year transition period 
lBut the generals don’t want 
to give civilians a majority on a 
presidential council
lThe mass sit‑ins and strikes 
show where power lies to take on 
the generals 

INDIA 

Hard right victory threatens the poor 
HARD RIGHT prime minister 
Narendra Modi and his BJP party 
were re-elected by a landslide 
in India’s general election last 
week.

The BJP easily got 303 seats—
more than the 273 needed to 
form a government.

The result is a disaster for the 
poor and also for religious and 
caste minorities in India—and 
it will make the world a more 
dangerous place.

The BJP uses Hindu 
nationalism to motivate its base.

And Modi is all too keen to 
threaten war with Pakistan if he 
feels it boosts his support.

The Indian National Congress 

party secured roughly the same 
number of seats as in the 2014 
elections, which was one of its 
worst ever performances. 

Congress failed to offer any 
alternative to the BJP’s free 
market policies. 

The other big election 
casualties are the Communists, 
who were routed. 

The left should have been able 
to take advantage of huge social 
movements involving women 
and students in particular.

While Indian Communists 
have been ever more focused on 
trying to win elections, struggles 
outside parliament are regarded 
as secondary.

PALESTINE 

Military’s claims backfire in the West Bank   
THE ISRAELI military has 
been forced to abandon 
claims that Palestinians 
lit large fires in the West 
Bank—after one of its 
own soldiers was filmed 
starting the blaze.

Footage showed Israeli 
men—one of them a 
soldier on leave—setting 
fire to fields during an 
attack on a Palestinian 
village earlier this month.

The men were 

settlers—Israelis who 
live in the occupied West 
Bank—who attacked two 
Palestinian villages. 

The Israeli army 
initially claimed 
Palestinians started the 
fires on Friday 17 May. 

But footage released 
by human rights 
organisation B’Tselem 
last Friday showed 
settlers lighting the fires. 
Others hurled rocks at 

Palestinian houses while 
Israeli soldiers looked on.

The Israeli military 
confirmed it knew who 
the arsonists were—and 
that one of them was a 
solider on leave—after 
the footage was released.

The torched land 
belongs to Palestinians, 
but they are prevented 
from using it by Israeli 
soldiers because it is 
close to a settlement.

SUDAN’S GENERALS have failed to clear the sit-in outside the military’s general command buildings  

Right winger Narendra Modi

The West Bank fire 
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Defend right 
to choose
WE NEED to show 
solidarity with women 
in the United States as 
another state further 
restricts a woman’s 
rights over her own body. 

Donald Trump in 
power and appointing 
a right wing Supreme 
Court has given 
confidence to these 
states to dismantle rights 
that were hard fought for.  

Helen O’Sullivan
Cardiff

Lessons from 
Australia
EVERYONE’S shocked by 
the Australian election. 
The climate-wrecking 
right wing government 
was re-elected, and small 
racist parties increased 
their vote. 

It’s a reminder of 
what Labour should have 
learned in 2015 and 1992 
in Britain. 

It has to fight to give 
people reasons to turn 
out and vote. 

A general election is 
probably coming within 
the year, and it will be 
absolutely criminal to let 
the Tories back in.

Dave Sewell
South East London

Similarities 
with Mosley?
NIGEL FARAGE had his 
Brexit Party rally in the 
same place British Nazi 
Oswald Mosley had his 
“democratic” meetings.

Stefan Yeatman
On Facebook 

Give Chagos 
Islands back
THE UNITED Nations has 
overwhelmingly backed 
a motion demanding 
an end to the British 
occupation of the Chagos 
Islands.

It’s now used as an US 
air base. 

The Chagossians have 
been fighting for  
51 years for an end to 
the occupation—they 
should be allowed to 
return home.

Janet Dyer
East London

Just get on 
with Brexit
WHO CARES about the 
European elections? 
Once Britain leaves the 
EU, this election will be 
even more irrelevant 
than it is now. Brexit 
can’t come soon enough.

Sabrina O’Brien
Oxford

Just a 
thought...

Outside the treatment centre 

Big victory for Nottingham healthcare
A REALLY important 
victory was recently won 
against NHS privatisers 
Circle Healthcare. The 
firm sued to win the 
contract for Nottingham 
University Hospitals’ 
treatment centre. 

It’s a really big 
contract—£320 million. 
The case fits in with 
what’s happening in the 
private sector—firms 
litigating when contracts 
aren’t awarded to them.

The campaign by Keep 
Our NHS Public was 
joined by the local Unison 
union health branch 
which has been fantastic. 

We organised a protest 
outside the treatment 
centre and leafletted cars 
in rush hour.  We learned 
from the tactics of 
Extinction Rebellion and 
we got out on the streets 
and occupied the 
pedestrian crossing.This 

is our second success in 
two years—we forced 
outsourcer Carillion to be 
kicked out a year before 
its contract ended. 

If you fight back, you 
can win. 

Richard Buckwell 
Nottingham

Listen to 
teenagers
I READ the Daily Mirror’s 
“Next Generation” issue 
with interest. 

Last Wednesday it 
published a manifesto from 
a group of teenagers.

It’s a really positive thing 
that teenagers are given a 
chance to speak out on 
things that are important to 
them. These included issues  
such as knife crime and 
online harassment.

One of the manifesto 
points was to “declare an 
international climate crisis”. 

Climate catastrophe is a 
huge problem for our 
generation—we don’t know 
what we’re going to do with 
our lives. 

If we don’t do something 
now it’s going to be a 
horrible way of life in the 
near future. 

It’s hypocritical that car 
firm Seat sponsored the 
issue—car firms contribute 
to the problem. 

The car industry releases 
emissions and produce 
nitrates that pollute the air 
around us.

It’s good that teenagers 
are increasingly being 
listened to. 

I think people have been 
inspired by the climate 
strikes and want to speak 
up. 

Finally teenagers are 
having the opportunity to 
have their voices heard in 
quite a mainstream 
newspaper. 

The climate strikes are 
all about how listening to 
young people is important. 

The manifesto said we 
need to reform capitalism 
not replace it.

But we can’t reform 
capitalism we need to move 
beyond reform—why would 
you want to stay in a 
system that doesn’t work? 

Angus Lees Miller
North London

Arthur the Aardvark 
and LGBT+ hypocrisy
GAY MARRIAGE has been 
legal in every US state since 
2015. But apparently, this 
doesn’t mean it can be on 
TV in Alabama. 

Arthur—a cartoon 
featuring an 
anthropomorphic 
aardvark—recently 
premiered an episode 
where Mr Ratburn, a rat, 
gets married to his partner, 
a mouse called Patrick. 

However, in Alabama 
they only believe in 
marriage between one male 
rodent and one female 
rodent. So Alabama Public 

Television refused to allow 
the episode to air, because 
it wasn’t “appropriate for 
children”.

The bigots are on a roll 
in Alabama. 

It’s been clear since his 
election that Donald Trump 
and his evangelical sidekick 
Mike Pence have 
emboldened reactionaries 
across the US. 

So If you’re a fan of 
LGBT+ rodent love, join 
the demo against Trump’s 
visit on 4 June. 

Bethan Turner 
East London

Beating Tommy Robinson 
shows we make a difference
I FEEL completely relieved and 
excited that Tommy Robinson 
failed in his bid to become an MEP 
in the Euro elections for the  
North West.

It was pretty scary to think that 
he could have won—but it’s 
amazing he only got 2.2 percent. 

He’s got such arrogance to think 
he can just come into a region he 
has no connection with and win 
the seat. How dare he?

This is the first time I’ve been 
involved in a campaign like this. 

I got involved because its right 
on my doorstep, and I didn’t want 
to be the one who didn’t do 
anything. I went leafletting at a 
music festival in Salford with 
thousands of people there—we 

managed to reach everyone. 
Most people couldn’t believe the 

small number of votes that 
Robinson could have won with. 

A small minority of people did 
agree with him—but lots more 
were asking advice on who they 
should vote for. 

I’ve been making connections to 
try and get more people involved 
in the campaign to stop 
Robinson—and the response has 
been amazing.  

But you don’t know what 
Robinson or people like him are 
going to do next—rumour has it 
he’s selling his house and moving 
to Manchester but who knows?

Just because you’ve beat one 
man doesn’t mean you’ve won the 

battle. If I can, I’ll be involved in 
further campaigns. 

Robinson’s defeat has shown 
that people can come together 
across political divides in the face 
of racism. 

It doesn’t matter what party 
people belong to—they all saw the 
bigger picture. 

And it just shows how you can 
achieve something within a small 
space of time if people work 
together in unity. 

If you have the power to do 
something you should. This 
campaign proves that when it 
matters we can really make a 
difference.

Jennifer Hutchins
Manchester 
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The world’s most infamous racist, sexist 
climate denier is heading to Britain next 
month. Alistair Farrow looks at the impact of 
US president Donald Trump’s nasty policies 
in the US—and explains why you should join 
protests against him
DONALD TRUMP has waged 
war on ordinary people since he 
stepped into the White House.

He has used his time in office 
to batter the most vulnerable 
people in society, such as 
migrants and Muslims. 

That’s because he is a fighter 
for the ruling class.

Trump’s 2017 Tax and Jobs 
Act delivered the biggest 
corporate tax cut in US 
history—a staggering  
21 percent.

Elements of the ruling class 
might hate Trump, but they 
tolerate him so long as he 
delivers for them.

Trump’s election sparked a 
feeding frenzy for the rich. 

Republican donors pressured 
Trump at a fundraiser in New 
York and convinced him to lop 
a further 2.6 percent off the 
highest personal tax bracket. 

At another fundraiser, 
Republican donors threatened 
to turn off the taps until 
Obamacare was repealed and 
tax cuts were rammed through. 
They got their wish.

Ordinary people are paying 
for the tax “reform”. The total 
package added £1.18 trillion to 
public debt in the US. 

That is used to justify brutal 
cuts to essential services 
coupled with stagnating pay and 
attacks on conditions.

This is why battles over pay, 
such as those being waged by 
teachers across the US, are so 
important.

Resisting
The strikes push back against 
the idea that ordinary people 
have to suffer so the rich can 
grow richer.

And they point to a way of 
organising against the small 
group of people who control 
the economy—through mass 
collective action.

Protesting when Trump comes 
to Britain in June is essential. 

It sends a message to his 
supporters across the world that 
they are in the minority.

And it shows people resisting 
in the US that they are not 
fighting alone.

DEFEND MIGRANTS,
CLOSE THE  DETENTION CAMPS
THE TRUMP administration’s 
attacks on migrants are among its 
most disgusting crimes.

Plans for rounding up some 
10,000 migrants in a militarised 
sweep of ten major cities were 
leaked last month.

One detained child died on 14 
May after catching pneumonia. 
He had been detained with his 
mother in April, in the freezing 
Texas night under a bridge 
between El Paso and Juarez.

Five children are known to have 
died in immigration custody since 
December. And Alan Dicker from 
the Detained Migrant Solidarity 
Committee said the figures are 
likely to be a gross underestimate.

Migrants are also being held 
in solitary confinement—a form 
of torture. Asylum seeker 
Marius explained how, 
once you are trapped 
in the US immigration 
detention system, you 
face savage treatment.

Marius’s entire family 
was killed in West Africa. 
He was kidnapped 
and transported to 
Brazil. Somehow he 
escaped, made it to 
the US border and 
found his way across.

“They charged me 

with entering the country illegally 
and held me in a federal prison for 
six months,” he said. “That meant 
that once I was free to go and 
have my asylum hearing, I would 
already have a mark against my 
name.”

Such legal wrangling is 
common. And there are a 
thousand indignities heaped on 
people in detention.

“They took my glasses,” said 
Marius. “They seized them 
because they didn’t want me to 
use them. All the workers at the 
detention centre were racist. We 
were treated like animals.

“Prison officers would slap 
people. Sometimes they would 
take you to an isolated cell so 
no one would know what was 
happening.”

Marius described people 
sleeping on the floor at the 
immigration detention centre in 

El Paso, Texas, on the US 
border with Mexico.

Alan told Socialist 
Worker, “We’re 
seeing a ‘return to 
Mexico’ policy being 
implemented. Instead 
of keeping people 
in the US for asylum 
processing, border 
agencies are throwing 

them back.
“I’ve seen women turned back 

who are seven months pregnant.”
This is against even the US’s 

disgusting anti-migrant policies.
“In the border towns refugee 

camps are already overflowing,” 
added Alan. “That means the US 
is sending people back to sleep on 
the streets.”

Once there, already vulnerable 
people are exposed to traffickers 
or worse. Alan explained that 
criminal gangs know that people 
are more likely to try and enter 
the US if they have family there.

So some people sent back to 
Mexico have been kidnapped, 
then ransomed to their families in 
the US.

“The Trump administration is 
creating an industry where people 
are made the subject of extreme 
violence and cruelty,” said Alan. 
“Every anti-migrant measure has 
caused extreme hardship.

“We feel like we’re in constant 
emergency response mode. 

“Trump’s administration is 
constantly changing major rules 
or implementing policies that 
undermine hard-won protections. 
But we’ve also got the Democrats 
repeating Republican arguments.”
Help Marius’ fight to stay in the US— 
go to bit.ly/helpMarius

STOP THE 
NAZIS
TRUMP HAS given confidence to 
racists and Nazis.

After the Charlottesville riot by 
the far right and Nazis in 2017, 
Trump said there were good people 
“on both sides”. He doubled down 
on the statement when challenged 
this year.

At a rally early in May, Trump 
joked about a supporter at one of 
his rallies suggesting that migrants 
at the US border be shot.

This kind of behaviour gives 
confidence to the far right in the US 
and internationally.

It fuels the likes of Nigel Farage, 
who was photographed with Trump 
and spoke at his campaign rallies in 
2016.

Trump also gives oxygen to 
fascists such as Tommy Robinson by 
legitimising some of his views from 
the highest office in the world.

But there is also more interest 
in socialist ideas in the US. Part of 
the fightback against Trump has 
been the remarkable growth of the 
Democratic Socialists of America 
(DSA). The group has grown from a 
handful to around 65,000 members.

They hope to act as a leftward 
pull on the Democratic Party. Yet 
the picture in local groups is a bit 
more uneven. DSA member Michael 
Scipioni said that local branches “all 
have different priorities”.
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BACK THE 
RESISTERS
TRUMP AND his backers have 
attacked workers—but important 
groups have fought back. 

Last year saw the highest 
number of major strikes in the US 
since 2007, according to Bureau 
of Labor figures. And the number 
of workers involved—533,000—
was the highest since 1986.

Inspiring strikes by teachers 
over pay and other demands have 
been at the heart of the resistance. 
The movement has spread from 
West Virginia to California and 
across the country.

Some 600 teachers were out on 
strike in the New Haven Unified 
School District in California this 
month. It’s the fourth teachers’ 
strike this year in the state. Other 
states involved in strikes so far 
include Oklahoma, Arizona, North 
Carolina and Kentucky.

They struck a powerful blow 
against the idea that workers 
in states that had voted for 
Trump supported his programme 
uncritically.

“People are desperate in West 
Virginia,” said striker Emily 
Comer. “But the national media 
hasn’t been paying attention to the 
conditions that made the election 
of Donald Trump possible—the 
exact same conditions that made 
our strike possible.”
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BACK
WOMEN’S 
RIGHTS
THE TRUMP administration and 
its backers have sought to remove 
reproductive rights for millions of 
women across the US. The latest 
attack has been in Alabama, where 
a new law has effectively banned 
abortion.

Trump has previously said that 
women who have abortions should 
be “punished”.

Earlier in the year Trump’s 
administration changed the 
definition of domestic abuse to 
exclude any forms other than 
domestic violence. This should come 
as no surprise from a man against 
whom 19 women have alleged 
forms of sexual harassment, abuse 
and rape.

Thousands of people across the 
US joined coordinated protests 
earlier this month to defend 
abortion rights. The fight is on to 
push Trump’s attacks back. 

FIGHT FOR 
THE PLANET
TRUMP HAS packed his 
administration with people who 
don’t want to take action over 
climate change. He previously 
claimed that global warming is a 
hoax invented by the Chinese to 
attack US manufacturing.

Rex Tillerson, his secretary of 
state, is a former CEO of oil firm 
Exxon Mobil.

The head of the Environmental 
Protection Agency Andrew 
Wheeler is a former lobbyist for 
the coal industry. 

He recently said that tackling 
climate change was a lesser 
priority for the agency than clean 
water. He called for a review 
of the science used to measure 
climate change.

Trump has had legal 
proceedings initiated against 
his administration over its 
environment policy every five 
days since he took office. 

SAYING NO 
TO MORE 
WARS
TRUMP IS a warmonger. His 
grandstanding with countries 
around the world is dangerous.

He has threatened to bring 
about “the official end of Iran”.

And he has ramped up 
sanctions that will hit ordinary 
Iranians the hardest.

Brutal sanctions have also been 
imposed on countries such as 
Venezuela, where oil exports have 
been clamped down on.

Trump has brought in some 
of the most violent figures in US 
politics to draw up his foreign 
policy.

His national security adviser, 
John Bolton, has long had Iran in 
his sights. 

Latin America adviser Elliott 
Abrams has planned coups and 
played a role in the funnelling of 
US government money to death 
squads in Nicaragua.

Nazis on the march in Charlottesville,
in August 2017

Teachers in the US are striking for pay
and against privatisation Shouting down the bigots

NATIONAL
DEMO

Tue 4 June
11am-5pm
Trafalgar  
Square,
London

bit.ly/
TrumpJune

Fleeing Honduras
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BLACK COUNTRY
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 19 Jun, 7.30pm, 
St. Peter’s Café,
4 Exchange St,
WV1 1TS
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
System change not 
climate change
Wed 12 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Library Building,
Colne Rd,
BB10 1LL
LONDON: NORTH
System change not 
climate change
Thu 13 Jun, 7.45pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
4 Vincent Rd,
West Green,
N15 3QH
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Trump, environmental 
crisis,  and the growth of 
the far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Wed 12 Jun, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Fascism, free speech 
and hate speech
Mon 3 Jun, 6pm, 
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
A rebel’s guide to 
Rosa Luxemburg
Thu 6 Jun, 7pm, 
Room 302 - The Civic,
Hanson St,
S70 2HZ
BIRMINGHAM
Race, class and identity
Wed 5 Jun, 7pm, 
the Adam & Eve,
201 Bradford St,
B12 0JD
BOLTON
Zombie capitalism and 
Trump’s trade wars
Wed 5 Jun, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Trump, environmental 
crisis,  and the growth of 
the far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Thu 20 Jun, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
BRISTOL
Rebellions, disobedience 
and arrests —what is 
the role of the police?
Wed 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CAMBRIDGE
Do all revolutions 
end in failure?
Thu 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane,
CB5 8HP
CHESTERFIELD
Zombie capitalism—why 
the system is failing
Thu 6 Jun, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COVENTRY
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Wed 12 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln,CV1 5RF

DERBY
China in revolt—30 years 
since Tiananmen Square
Thu 6 Jun, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL
DUNDEE
The crisis of European 
capitalism
Wed 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
India, Gandhi and the 
politics of colonialism
Wed 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
Rebellions, disobedience 
and arrests—what is 
the role of the police?
Thu 6 Jun, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
Sudan and Algeria—
resistance, revolt 
and revolution
Wed 5 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
KENT
Trump, environmental 
crisis,  and the growth of 
the far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Thu 13 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
ME4 4BP

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Thu 6 Jun, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Trump, environmental 
crisis,  and the growth of 
the far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Thu 6 Jun, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
Trump, environmental 
crisis,  and the growth of 
the far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Thu 6 Jun, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT
LONDON: HARINGEY
Walter Rodney and 
revolution in the global south
Wed 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Rebellion, disobedience 
and arrests—what is 
the role of the police?
Wed 5 Jun, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: NEWHAM
Irish civil rights  
50 years on—how has 
Ireland changed?
Wed 5 Jun, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park),E15 1HP

LONDON: SOUTH
After Alabama—how do 
we defend a woman’s 
right to choose?
Wed 5 Jun, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
Brixton,SW2 1EP
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Bauhaus—between 
revolution and reform
Wed 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,E17 6QQ
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
The Yellow Vest movement 
in France and the fight 
against Macron
Thu 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Rebellions, disobedience 
and arrests—what is 
the role of the police?
Wed 5 Jun, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,M2 5NS
NORWICH
Irish civil rights  
50 years on—the case 
for a united Ireland
Wed 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Trump, environmental 
crisis,  and the growth of 
the far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Wed 5 Jun, 7pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

OXFORD
Trump, environmental 
crisis,  and the growth of 
the far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Wed 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,,
OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
Trump and imperialism—
could he start a 
war with Iran?
Wed 12 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Marxism and religion
Wed 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Trump, environmental 
crisis,  and the growth of 
the far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Thu 6 Jun, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre),S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Trump, environmental 
crisis,  and the growth of 
the far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Wed 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,SO15 2GY
TELFORD
Trump, environmental 
crisis,  and the growth of 
the far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Wed 12 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,TF1 1PY
WIGAN
Trump, environmental 
crisis,  and the growth of 
the far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Thu 6 Jun, 7pm, 
The Brocket Arms,
38 Mesnes Rd,WN1 2DD
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Socialism and the fight 
for women’s liberation
Wed 5 Jun, 7.15pm, 
St. Peter’s Café,
4 Exchange St,
WV1 1TS
YORK
Trump, environmental 
crisis,  and the growth of 
the far right—what’s the 
socialist alternative?
Wed 12 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
Know your enemy—alt-right, 
the far right and fascists
Sat 1 Jun, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ.
Organised by Dorset 
Socialists
NATIONAL
Forum—how  can 
we stop the far right 
across Europe?
Sat 1 June, 1pm,
National Education Union,
Hamilton House,Mabledon Pl,  
WC1H 9BD
Hosted by Stand Up To Racism
NATIONAL
Together against Trump 
—protest at the state visit
Tue 4 June, 12 noon
Central London
bit.ly/TrumpJune
NATIONAL
Marxism Festival 2019
4-7 July, People’s Palace, 
Queen Mary University, Mile 
End Campus,  E1 4NS
Go to marxismfestival.org.uk

BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Wed 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR

CARDIFF
Wed 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX

DUDLEY
Wed 5 Jun, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge,DY8 1EP

HARLOW
Thu 13 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
CM18 6BX

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),E5 0PU

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 5 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Forum,
10 Shacklewell St,E2 7EG

NEWCASTLE
Wed 5 Jun, 7pm, 
Floor 2 - Commercial Union 
House,39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

SWANSEA
Thu 6 Jun, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

After the Euro elections
Tory crisis and the 
struggle against racism

SOCIALIST WORKER MEETINGS BOOKMARKS
the socialist
bookshop

The Labour 
Party—a 
Marxist history
by Tony Cliff, Donny 
Gluckstein and Charlie 
Kimber £14.99

1 Bloomsbury Street,  
London WC1B 3QE 

 020 7637 1848 

Pride, Politics 
and Protest
byLaura Miles 
£3

The Left Case 
Against the EU
by Costas Lapavitsas 
£14.99

A CATASTROPHIC result for May

Socialist Worker  29 May 2019
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TELEVISION
WHEN THEY SEE US
On Netflix from 31 May

WHEN THEY See Us tells 
the story of the brutal 
treatment of the Central 
Park Five. 

These were five black 
and Latino boys—none 
older than 16—who were 
framed by police for the 
brutal rape and beating of 
Trisha Meili in Central Park 
in 1989.

Each episode of this four 
part series focuses on part 
of the Five’s 25-year struggle 
for justice, which they 
eventually win—making 
history in the process. 

Directed by Selma 
director Ava DuVernay, 
this is a harrowing and 
powerful account of a 
particularly appalling 
episode in the history 
of racism in the US. A 

disgusting footnote to the 
sordid tale is that now-US 
president Donald Trump 
firmly threw his weight 
against the five boys at the 
time. He took out  
whole-page adverts in 
New York newspapers 
demanding, “Bring back 
the death penalty. Bring 
back our police!”. 

Let’s hope his racist filth 
meets its match again, as it 
did then after a long fight 
for justice.
Alistair Farrow

Scared in a police cell

Slowthai sticks two fingers up to ‘Great Britain’ 
MUSIC
NOTHING GREAT ABOUT 
BRITAIN
By Slowthai.  
Out now on Method Records

SLOWTHAI wastes 
no time making clear 
his disdain for the 
establishment in Nothing 
Great About Britain, his 
debut album.

He tears into the grimy 
underbelly of British 
history from the off. 
Fascism, racism and high 
society’s rules all come in 

for a kicking. 
“You’re EDL, real 

English boy, St George’s 
flag, Doc Martin’s boy,” 
he rages in the opening 
track, which is also 
peppered with insults to 
figures such as the queen.

Heritage
Of mixed heritage—
Bajan and Irish—Tyron 
Frampton grew up on a 
Northampton estate. 

A picture of it graces 
the front cover of his 
album.

It’s refreshing that 

someone outside the 
London-dominated grime 
scene is starting to make 
waves. 

References to his East 
Midlands home and 
working class roots are 
laced throughout tracks 
such as Doorman and 
Dead Leaves—“selling 
drugs, but ain’t got a 
pension”. 

On Northampton’s 
Child he talks about his 
mother who was “on her 
own with two kids, got a 
flat from council”.

While he bounces 

between tales about cops’ 
stop and searches on 
the track Gorgeous, he 
repeatedly spits, “5 man 
deep and we’re all in 
cuffs”—you can hear his 
frustrations. 

Elsewhere he takes aim 
at toxic masculinity on 
tracks such as Missing. 

Pain, anguish and 
disgust for the broken 
system is at the core of 
this album. 

And the anger comes 
across as genuine and 
sincere. 
Lois BrowneSlowthai

BOOKMARKS 
the  socialist bookshop

With author  
David Rosenberg 
Tuesday 4 June 
6.30pm  
 

Rebel Footprints

1 Bloomsbury Street,  
London WC1B 3QE 
 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Event at

New edition

Untold voices from struggle 
for women’s suffrage in US
A new book about the fight by women to get the vote in the US focuses on  
voices which are too often left out of mainstream histories, writes Jan Nielsen
THE WOMEN’S suffrage move-
ment in the US preceded others 
in Europe and the scale of it was 
enormous. It was well organised, 
and European activists looked 
to their American sisters as an 
example.

Susan Ware’s book sets out to tell 
the stories of the less well known 
women who worked tirelessly in 
communities across the US to make 
the movement the success that it 
was. 

At the time of the struggle, 
women in the US were in a better 
economic and legal position than 
women in many European countries. 
Yet they didn’t have access to higher 
education, and played no part in the 
professions. 

Married women could not sign 
contracts or own property or retain 
their earnings. 

In the southern states divorce was 
effectively impossible.

Shortage
In the late eighteenth and early 
 nineteenth centuries there was a 
rough kind of equality in frontier soci-
ety with its shortage of women and 
its wide range of female occupations. 

But this was being replaced by the 
increasing sophistication of an urban 
society. The ideal of the frontier 
woman in partnership with men in 

many spheres of life was replaced by 
the cult of “true womanhood”. This 
saw the ideal woman as pious, sub-
missive and domesticated.

Many of the women Ware pro-
files have not been featured by most 
suffrage historians. These are the 
unsung heroes working so often out 
of the limelight.

Women l ike Mary Church 
Terell are featured. She was 
a black activist in the abo-
litionist movement. She 
was born in 1863 in 
Memphis, Tennessee, 
to former slaves who 
made enough money 
to afford their daughter  
an education denied 
her contemporaries. 

Terrell was a fluent 

speaker of French and German who 
travelled to Berlin in 1904 to the 
International Council of Women. She 
was a wonderful example of a woman 
who fought both racism and sexism. 

Often Terrell had to do this inside 
the movement as well as outside. As 
she put it, “However much the white 
woman of the country need suffrage, 
coloured women need it more.” 

Yet the white woman suffrage 
movement consistently refused 
to make votes for black women a 
priority.

Mary’s profile is accompanied by 
others such as Molly Dewson and 
Polly Porter, two lesbian farmer 
suffragists. 

It’s a good example of how the 
suffrage movement supported 
a variety of living and working 

arrangements that fell outside the 
limits of expected norms.

There are dancers, journalists 
and mountaineers featured here 
although I would have liked to see 
more profiles of the working class 
women who also too often truly 
remain hidden from history.

Ware’s final chapter, “leaving all 
to younger hands”, addresses the 
importance of the suffragist legacy 
for the #MeToo generation.  

As we see abortion rights attacked 
so fiercely in the US, this book is a 
reminder that winning the vote was 
not the end of the fight. It was the 
beginning of a continuing battle for 
real equality.
Why They Marched by Susan Ware, 
published by Harvard University Press. 
£14

ON A march in New York 

Advertising the breadth of the movement
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become a people’s movement.  
The students are relatively rea-
sonable. We cannot ensure that 
a people’s movement can be 
reasonable.”

The next day, the state 
declared martial law, sending 
troops to Beijing. Workers and 
some students barricaded roads 
with vehicles.

Army trucks were drained of 
petrol and their tyres were let 
down. Metro staff cut power 
to the underground railway to 
stop troops being transported.

Masses of people mobilised 
to defend the movement. One 
eyewitness said, “It was unreal 
the amount of people who came 
out onto the streets. 

“There was everybody 
there—the very old, families 
with young children, babies 
being carried in mothers’ arms. 
Everybody was there to stop the 
soldiers.”

They added, “For 48 hours 
Beijing has been entirely in the 
hands of the people. 

“All the city centre is under 
the control of workers and stu-
dents. Everywhere open topped 
trucks packed with workers and 
students are passing. 

“They all have red flags and 
banners flying as they speed 
from barricade to barricade, 
checking on the situation. 

“And everyone sings the 
Internationale.”

O
N 29 May stu-
dents erected 
the “Goddess of 
Liberty” statue 
in the square. 
A fresh hunger 

strike began. And a National 
People’s Congress was set to 
take place on 20 June. But the 
state was preparing to crush 
the movement.

Troops moved into Tiananmen 
Square on the  evening of 3 June 
in huge numbers. 

They fired at protesters at 
random. Tens of thousands of 
workers came out to defend 
those under attack, and threw 
stones and petrol bombs at the 
army.

Student leader Chai Ling said 
that “students, labourers, ordi-
nary folk” urged student leaders 
to “fight back with weapons”.

But she said, “The highest 
principle of our struggle is peace. 
The ultimate price of peaceful 
protest is to sacrifice oneself.”

Student leaders had even 
refused offers of weapons from 
armaments workers and sym-
pathetic soldiers. They also dis-
couraged workers from striking.

Chai said, “Some students still 

had hope in the  government. 
The tanks made mincemeat of 
them.

“A friend saw a girl. She 
stood in front of the tank and 
waved her hand. The vehicle 
rolled over her body. She was 
crushed.”

Students remaining in the 
square eventually agreed to 
withdraw. The army fired on 
them as they left. 

The Chinese Red Cross said 
that around 2,600 people 
may have been killed in the 
massacre. Tens of thousands 
were arrested and many were 
executed in the months that 
followed.

But there were also angry 
protests across China and 
beyond. It took months for the 
state to fully regain control. 
And the revolt left a lasting 
memory of what is possible.

THE Chinese 
authorities sent 
in tanks and 
troops against the 
demonstrators 
(top) Solidarity 
protests took 
place in Britain, 
including in 
Liverpool (above) 

FOCUS ON 
CHINA

Chinese workers organised 
to bring down dictatorship

The revolt in 1989 
saw workers set up 
their own independent 
union that played a 
pivotal role in the 
movement  

THE INVOLVEMENT of 
workers radicalised the 
movement. They wanted 
changes at the top of 
society, but also changes in 
workplaces. 

Grievances included the big 
pay gap between workers and 
managers, the lack of genuine 
workers’ representation, poor 
conditions and declining 
living standards.

One activist said, “The state 
has become a free world for 
those with power and money, 
but the ordinary people don’t 
have a chance to benefit.”

The movement was a 
chance for workers to develop 
new forms of organisation. 

Just days after protests 
began in Beijing, a small 
group of workers announced 
the formation of the Beijing 
Workers’ Autonomous 
Federation (BWAF). 

There were also attempts 
to organise autonomous 
federations in Shanghai, Xian, 
Hangzou, Guangzhou and 
other cities too.

Workers wanted 
genuine and democratic 
organisations, as opposed to 
the state-sanctioned All China 
Federation of Trade Unions.

Complained 
One activist complained 
that the All China federation 
“wasn’t an organisation that 
workers could call their own”.

The BWAF focused on 
demands to improve workers’ 
conditions—and to have more 
control.

Its opening statement 
demanded the power 
to “monitor the legal 
representatives of all state 
and collective enterprises”.

It also called for the 
income and spending of state 
officials and their families to 
be made public. 

And it demanded an end 
to discrimination against 
women in factory hiring 
practices. The BWAF declared 
that it was fighting for 
“democracy” and to “bring 

down dictatorship”. One of its 
posters dated 29 May read, 
“You bureaucrats have made 
a mess of China. 

“We’ve had 10 years of 
reform and we don’t know 
where we are going. The 
bureaucratic cats get fat, 
while the people starve.”

Authors Andrew Walder 
and Gong Xiaoxia said 
its supporters came from 
“steel mills, railway yards, 
machine building plants and 
construction companies”. 

Members were initially 
so nervous about organising 
that they only knew each 
other by their surnames. 

But Walder and Xiaoxia 
said the group “played an 
increasingly pivotal role” in 
the movement. 

There were no formal 
branches in workplaces, but 
members had “important 
informal ties to workers and 
work units throughout the 
city”.

The week of 13 to 20 May 
saw large numbers of workers 
from factories and other 
workplaces join protests for 
the first time. 

Involed 
Many got involved with 
BWAF. By 3 June it claimed 
to have registered almost 
20,000 members.

The federation developed 
different departments for 
jobs such as propaganda and 
liaison with large factories. 

The propaganda 
department organised 
broadcasting in Tiananmen 
Square.

BWAF members were at 
the forefront of physically 
resisting troops as news of 
massacres at outlying areas of 
Tiananmen Square began to 
emerge on 3 June. 

But because it didn’t 
have workplace branches, 
it couldn’t coordinate mass 
walkouts at crucial points.

The regime declared the 
BWAF a counter-revolutionary 
organisation on 8 June. It 
set up a special hotline for 
informers to hand over the 
names of its members. 

But banners from 
autonomous union 
federations were raised on 
some protests during the 
crackdown.

WORKERS WANTED to topple Stalinist rule. A portrait of its 
founder Mao is pelted with paint (below) 

A union poster 
declared, ‘You 
bureaucrats 
have made a 
mess of China’

‘‘ 

T
HIRTY years 
a g o  s t a t e 
repression of a 
mass revolt in  
China shocked 
the world. 

An image of a single dem-
onstrator facing down tanks 
in Beijing’s Tiananmen 
Square came to represent 
the uprising. 

It took tanks smashing 
students and workers off 
the streets—and months of 
vicious repression—for the 
state to restore order.

The scale of the revolt ter-
rified China’s rulers. At one 
point workers and students 
controlled the capital for  
two days. 

The movement began with 
a handful of students gath-
ering in Tiananmen Square 
to mark the death of Hu 
Yaobang on 15 April 1989. 

The former Communist 
Party general secretary was 
responsible for political 
reforms, and had been seen 
as sympathetic to previous 
student demands.

By 20 April there were 
reports of solidarity  protests in 
at least 11 cities as the move-
ment tapped into a growing 
discontent within society. 

And within weeks millions 
had taken to the streets not 
only in the capital Beijing but 
across China. Workers joined 
protests, struck and set up new 
independent union federations.

Stephen Hallet lived in 
Beijing during the revolt. 
“There was a sense of victory 
and celebration in the air,” he 
recalled. 

“Students and citizens stood 
in excited groups chatting, 
laughing, calm and relaxed. 
Beijing felt like a new city.”

Crisis 
The uprising came during 
 economic and political crisis. 
China called itself a  socialist 
society and was run by the 
Communist Party, but in fact it 
was state capitalist. 

The s tate ,  ins tead of 
 competing private firms, owned 
and  controlled  production. 
But its economy was based on 
exploiting workers.

When this system ran into 
problems, Chinese leader Deng 
Xiaoping led a drive to open up 
China’s economy to the world 
market. 

By 1989 there was  simmering 
anger at corruption, lack of 
democracy and Deng’s free 
market economic reforms. 
Inflation was running at over 
31 percent. 

Over a million factories 
closed in 1989 while other gov-
ernment measures  undermined 
job security and benefits. 
Meanwhile state officials and 
their families got richer. 

State propaganda about 
“pampered” workers infuriated 
people. 

One woman worker said, 
“We work more than 13 hours a 
day, including forced  overtime, 
but have never received any 
overtime pay.

“The boss doesn’t allow us 

drinking water during working 
hours. We are body searched 
when leaving and live in unbe-
lievably crowded dormitories.” 

The student action unleashed 
a much wider discontent. 

But there were different 
ideas about what sort of change 
was needed.

Western rulers character-
ised the revolt as being for 
democracy and free market 
 capitalism. Some students did 
want these things. Minqi Li was 
an  economics student in Beijing 

in 1989. He said, “We were con-
vinced that the socialist econ-
omy was unjust, oppressive and 
inefficient.

“It rewarded a layer of privi-
leged, lazy workers in the state 
sector and ‘punished’ capable 
and smart entrepreneurs and 
intellectuals. 

“For China to catch up to the 
West, it had to follow the free 
market capitalist model.”

Class and political  differences 
caused some tension. Student 
leaders tried to keep workers 

out of the movement. They 
feared workers’ involvement 
would lead to the movement 
becoming too radical and 
 fighting for bigger changes than 
they aimed to achieve.

Historian Maurice Meisner 
said some students saw  workers 
as “undisciplined and prone to 
violence”. They claimed involv-
ing workers would give the 
state an excuse to use force 
against them.

But workers did get involved. 
From the evening of 16 April, 
small groups gathered in 
Tiananmen Square. 

They attacked government 
corruption and the extravagant 
lifestyles of officials and their 
families. 

They wanted workers to have 
more say in their own lives.

Meisner said Deng seemed 
“confused and impotent” in the 
face of the protests.

The state banned all protests 
on 22 April, the day of Hu’s 
funeral. But students marched 
into the square throughout 
the night—and workers joined 
them. The next day, there were 
150,000 protesters camping in 
the square.

P
rotesters began 
to call for Deng 
and Premier Li 
Peng to resign. 
One lorry driver 
said, “These men 

aren’t Communists, they’re 
just feudal old guys who are 
afraid of the people.”

On 27 April around 150,000 
people, half of them  workers, 
marched through Beijing. 

It took 15 hours to cross the 
city. The demonstration shut 
down workplaces as it passed 
and workers protected it from 
troops.

One report said, “Construction 
labourers banged tin lunch 
boxes with  chopsticks and 
roared their support. 

“Factory workers in overalls 
leaned from workshop win-
dows, flashing victory signs and 
applauding.”

Protests and strikes spread 
across China and on 13 May 
Beijing students began a hunger 
strike. Beginning with around 
160, it grew to more than 3,000 
within two days.

Over a million protested 
in support of the students on 
17 May. 

Workers brought banners 
from the Capital Iron and Steel 
Factory, Beijing Petrochemical 
Company, Capital Hospital, 
Xidan Department Store 
Workers, No 1 Machine Tool 
Factory, the People’s Bank of 
China, Ministry of Railways and 
others.

Tens of thousands of students 
headed to Beijing from across 
China. Rail workers provided 
them with free trains. Li Peng 
complained, “There is complete 
chaos in Beijing. Moreover, the 
turmoil has spread throughout 
the country.”

Talks between Peng and 
the students failed to end the 
hunger strikes. One  student 
warned h im,  “The  s tu -
dent movement may have 

 CHINA 1989   
  WORKERS 
 IN REVOLT 
Thirty years ago demonstrators stood up to tanks in Beijing’s 
Tiananmen Square. Sadie Robinson looks at what the mass 
revolt of students and workers was all about

Beijing was in 
the hands of 
workers and 
students for  
48 hours 

‘‘ 
Reformer Hu Yaobang

Students and workers ride in open top trucks in Beijing 
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 The grim reality of poor housing in Britain
by ALISTAIR FARROW

LIVING IN Prospect House 
is dangerous. It is an old 
office block, converted into 
studio flats, just off the 
busy North Circular ring 
road in north London. 

The families who live in 
the flats are constantly in fear 
that their children might run 
onto the road. And the pol-
lution has an effect on the 
people that live there too.

L’Oreal Williams told 
Socialist Worker, “In the 
summer we have to keep the 
windows open because it gets 
so hot. 

Pollution
“But the motorway is right 
there, and there is also a cafe 
nearby which many bikers 
use so there is even more  
pollution.

“My daughter has sleep 
apnoea which I think has 
been brought on by the 
environment that we are in 
because of the pollution. 

“She didn’t have this 
before we moved here. 

“My neighbour’s child has 
developed the same condi-
tion and other people have 

reported similar problems.” 
Yet Brent council holds the 
development up as a good 
example of how to house 
people in need. 

And planning documents 
from 2017 indicate the coun-
cil approves of plans from the 
landlord to build a further four 
stories on top of the block. 

What will it mean for 
people living there if the 
work goes ahead? Turfed on 
to the streets, or subject to 
even further disruption?

“We live on the first floor 
of the office block,” said 
L’Oreal. 

“The landlord uses the 
ground floor as storage. There 

are constant deliveries of 
crates—we don’t know what 
is in them. 

“We don’t know if flamma-
ble materials are being stored 
underneath where we sleep 
at night.”

L’Oreal has raised her  
concerns with the landlords, 
but has received brush-offs in 

response. “At one point there 
were six lights not working 
in the building,” she said. 
“At other points we have 
been without electricity and 
water.”

When she discovered a 
leak in her toilet, the landlord 
and Shepherds Bush housing 
association passed the buck 

before someone eventually 
came to fix it. Prospect House 
is private accommodation. 

The landlord is contracted 
out by the housing associa-
tion, which is contracted out 
by the council. 

It’s the typical outsourc-
ing chain, with the people at 
the top—the council—able to 
claim ignorance about what 
happens further down.

Yet it is people being 
passed down the chain.

Voices
L’Oreal said, “We’re trying to 
get our voices heard because 
this is not just about our 
living standards. This is about 
our children.”

The Tories have created 
a system where people are 
living in dangerous housing.

Labour has said it will 
make the conversion of office 
blocks into housing illegal. 

But that must be coupled 
with a mass council house 
building programme, not yet 
more semi-privatised housing 
association homes.

ROOM WITH a view—lorries line up outside Prospect House 

Got a story?
Email reports@socialist 
worker.co.uk
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Tories’ lies over ‘tragic’ 
scale of poverty exposed
Severe hardship is “systematic” in Britain according to a report by the United 
Nations—and the nasty party is to blame. Nick Clark looks at its findings

 WHAT is it about a United 
Nations (UN) report that could 

have the Tories so rattled?
When a UN special rapporteur 

released a report into extreme pov-
erty in Britain last week, the gov-
ernment called its findings “barely 
believable”.

You can see why they might want 
to say that. The report is a devastat-
ing assessment of a decade of Tory 
rule.

Not only does it spell out the “tragic 
social consequences” of austerity—it 
lays the blame squarely at the feet of 
the Tories’ “ideological agenda”.

It begins with some damning 
statistics.

One fifth of the population of 
Britain—14 million people—“live 
in poverty, and 1.5 million of them 
experienced destitution in 2017,” 
says the report.

And that’s just its opening shot.
“Close to 40 percent of children are 

predicted to be living in poverty by 
2021,” it continues. 

“Life expectancy is falling for cer-
tain groups—and the legal aid system 
has been decimated.”

Collecting
UN special rapporteur Philip Alston 
heard from people who have to 
“choose either to eat or heat their 
homes”. And people said “children  
are showing up at school with empty 
stomachs, and schools are collecting 
food and sending it home because 
teachers know their students will 
 otherwise go hungry”.

Disgracefully—though unsurpris-
ingly—the Tories dismissed and 
denounced the report’s findings out 
of hand.

Responding to Alston’s initial 

findings, released last year, they 
claimed unemployment was at its 
lowest for 40 years. They said there 
are fewer people in “absolute  poverty” 
than in 2010.

The report rubbishes both claims. 
“Widely accepted independent meas-
ures find poverty is rising,” it says. 

And in any case, argues the report, 
“Living in a working household does 
not bring freedom from poverty, with 
nearly 60 percent of those in poverty 
in a family where someone works, 
and in-work poverty on the rise.”

Dismantles
The real reason the Tories want to 
sweep this one under the carpet is 
because it completely dismantles 
their justification for austerity.

It spells out how the Tories have 
“made no secret” of their plan to 
erode the welfare system. They 
want to replace it with “a punitive, 
mean-spirited and often callous 
approach apparently designed to 
impose a rigid order on the lives of 
those least capable of coping.

“A booming economy, high 
employment and a budget surplus 
have not reversed austerity, a policy 
pursued more as an ideological than 
an economic agenda.”

It’s a scandal that the Tories have 
got away with it for so long. For most 
of that period, the Labour Party had a 
leadership that went along with that 
Tory ideology.

But now it is a supposedly 
 anti-austerity party, the Tories 
still cling on. The missing factor 
 throughout the last ten years has 
been struggle—and the unwillingness 
of trade union leaders to call strikes 
that could break the Tories.

We still need that resolve now. THE TORIES are lying about poverty statistics, and this report proves it

Benefits hammered by Tories
AN ENTIRE chapter of the 
report describes how the 

Tories have dismantled the benefits 
and services people rely on.

 “Most British people have a 
personal stake in the social safety 
net functioning effectively. Yet, it 
has been systematically and starkly 
eroded,” it says.

A freeze in benefits 
has meant “poor 
families” have seen 
their income fall as 
prices rise. Last year 
Tory chancellor Philip 
Hammond could have 
ended the freeze, it says. 
But instead “chose to 
change income 

tax thresholds in a way that will 
help those who are better off but 
does nothing to move the needle 
on poverty.”

Cuts to housing benefit mean it 
has been “decimated amidst a real 
crisis in affordable housing.”

Legal aid cuts mean many poor 
people have “lost access to critical 
support and some have even 
reportedly lost custody of their 
children.”

And local government 
cuts mean large numbers of 
vulnerable children “are at 

greater risk of harm due to rapidly 
deteriorating frontline 

child protection 
services.”

Minorities hit 
harder by cuts 

 THE report  
argues that “black 

and Asian” households 
are hit harder by Tory 
austerity.

“Black people and 
people from a South 
Asian background 
are the most likely 
to live in poverty and 
deprivation,” it says.

“Yet as a result 
of changes to taxes, 
benefits and public 
spending from 2010 to 
2020, black and Asian 
households in the lowest 
fifth of incomes will 
experience the largest 
average drop in living 
standards, about  
20 percent.”

Women paying 
higher price 

 THE report 
describes how Tory 

austerity has “taken a 
greater toll” on women.

“In 2018, women were 
paid 17.9 percent less 
per hour on average than 
men. They made up 60 
percent of the workers 
receiving low pay and 
were disproportionately 
engaged in part-time 
work with little wage 
progression,” it says.

It also describes how 
benefits changes have a 
“stark impact on single 
parents”, noting that 
90 percent of them are 
women. And it says the 
fact that UC is paid to 
just one person in a 
household can leave 
women dependent on an 
abusive partner.

Asylum seekers 
are targeted

 “Destitution 
appears to be a 

design characteristic of 
the asylum system,” the 
report says.

Asylum seekers are 
banned from working 
and limited to a derisory 
level of support that 
guarantees they will live 
in poverty.

“The government 
promotes work as the 
singular solution to 
poverty, yet refuses to 
allow this particular 
group to work. 

“While asylum seekers 
receive some basic 
support, they are left 
to make do with an 
inadequate, poverty level 
income of around £5 a 
day.”

Universal Credit slammed
THE REPORT is damning 
about the hated Universal 

Credit (UC) benefit.
It says its author “heard 

countless stories of severe 
hardships suffered under UC,” 
adding. “Where UC has fully 
rolled out, food bank 
demand has increased.”

The report says that 
councils, devolved 
governments and 
voluntary organisations 
“described their 
preparations 
for the roll 
out of UC as 
if they were 
preparing 
for an 

impending natural disaster 
or health epidemic.”

It outlines what years of 
scandal surrounding UC have 
already revealed—payment 
delays and “cruel, inhuman 
and degrading” sanctions leave 
claimants destitute or in debt.

And yet “ministers 
described UC as a nearly 
unmitigated success”. 

For all that, the UN report 
still thinks UC can be saved. 

“Social support should be 
a route out of poverty, 
and Universal Credit  
should be a key part of 
that process,” it says.

“Reforms are urgent 
and should go well 
beyond tinkering.”UN special rapporteur Philip AlstonTory Philip Hammond
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Manchester tram 
action is scheduled
METROLINK TRAM services 
in Greater Manchester could 
be hit by strikes over pay.

Over 200 Unite union 
members are set to stage a 
57-hour strike from 9pm on  
7 June. It will coincide with a 
major festival in Manchester’s 
Heaton Park.  

Workers taking action 
include customer support, 
engineering and business 
support. 

Bosses have offered 
between 1 and 5 percent. 

Unite regional officer Steve 
Davies said, “The company 
has adopted a ‘divide and 
rule’ policy which we won’t 
tolerate.”

Stinking smell of a 
sacking at Chanel
WORKERS AND their 
supporters were set to protest 
this Saturday outside the 
West London Chanel perfume 
store against the victimisation 
of a worker. 

The suspension comes at 
the same time as workers are 
organising in the Unite Voices 
of the World union. 

They are campaigning for 
the London Living Wage of 
£10.55 an hour as well as an 
end to excessive workloads.
lJoin the protest, Sat 1 June, 
1.30pm, Barlow Place, W1J 6DG

Royal Mail could 
faces two walkouts
POSTAL WORKERS at two 
Royal Mail delivery offices 
are threatening to strike over 
bullying and victimisation.

Members of the CWU union 
at the Yatton office in Bristol 
struck unofficially last Friday 
over allegations of constant 
bullying by managers. 

They returned to work—but 
the CWU said they would 
ballot for strikes if their 
issues don’t get sorted.

Postal workers in 
Birmingham are also 
threatening to strike. Workers 
at the Shirley delivery office 
are balloting after bosses 
sacked a man diagnosed with 
anxiety and depression.

Will the Peter Pan 
bosses ever grow up?
NURSERY WORKERS in 
Wrexham, North Wales, could 
strike over union recognition. 

The Unite union members 
at Peter Pan Children’s 
Nursery plan to strike for three 
days after bosses refused to 
negotiate with their union.

Aberdeen and 
Glasgow air strikes
WORKERS AT Aberdeen and 
Glasgow airports are set to 
stage coordinated strikes 
from 7-10 June over pensions 
and pay.

Unite union members at 
AGS Airports are fighting 
bosses who want to close 
a defined benefit pension 
scheme—and against the 
2019 pay offer.

 Real fight needed to 
save all the steel jobs 
by T OMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS and 
TREVOR JONES 

OVER 3,000 British Steel 
workers in Scunthorpe 
face redundancy after 
the company went into 
administration on Wednesday.

British Steel, owned by 
private equity group Greybull 
Capital, could go bankrupt if it 
isn’t saved. 

This would hit many more 
workers in the Lincolnshire 
town—where 20,000 jobs are 
linked to the industry. 

A further 800 jobs are at risk 
at other sites.

Around 40 protesters 
gathered outside the main gate 
at the Scunthorpe site the day 
after the administration was 
announced. 

Disaster
Scunthorpe resident and lead 
campaigner of the Save Our 
Steel campaign, Stuart Maw, 
told Socialist Worker, “Steel 
workers face disaster.

“We need people in 
Scunthorpe and beyond to 
defend against the closures.  
We are now planning for 
marches, rallies and petitions.  
Let’s save British Steel. Let’s 
save Scunthorpe.”

The Labour Party and the 

Unite and GMB unions have 
raised calls for nationalisation 
if the Tories fail to find a 
private buyer for the firm.

Unite assistant general 
secretary Steve Turner said, 
“If a deal cannot be struck to 
secure the long-term future of 
the steelmaker under private 
ownership the government must 
bring it under public control.”

Greybull had asked for 
an emergency state loan of 
around £30 million. 

It said this was to help it 
through a slump in orders that 
it blamed on uncertainty over 
Brexit.

The Tories said it would be 
“illegal” to give such state aid 
to a company. 

But Greg Clark, the business 
secretary, approved a £120 

million loan to British Steel just 
weeks ago. There should be no 
tears for Greybull.

Former City minister Lord 
Myners has accused the 
firm of avoiding tax through 
its ownership structure for 
British Steel which includes a 
Jersey-based entity that loans 
the company money.

The British steel industry 
has been slowly run down 
for profit since the end of the 
Second World War

Private investors are now 
fighting over the scraps.

The multinational Tata 
Steel sold part of the business 
to Greybull capital during the 
last major steel industry crisis 
in 2016. 

The Scunthorpe plant only 
cost Greybull £1.

Greybull specialises in buying 
ailing companies, cutting costs 
and making profits. Several 
of its recent investments have 
ended in collapse. 

Even if another buyer is 
found, the bosses will try 
to make the business more 
profitable with another barrage 
of attacks on workers.

To save jobs requires a real 
fight—not further negotiations. 

The unions should organise 
resistance including such 
tactics as an occupation of the 
plant to force nationalisation.

SOME 180 Unite union members at Sellafield nuclear plant have held 26 strike days over pay 
and plan a 14-day walkout from Sunday of this week. They are employed by outsourcer Mitie. 

 Big victory at Shrewsbury
THE NEU union group 
at Shrewsbury Colleges 
Group has ended a dispute 
after eight days of strikes 
and extensive talks. Their 
struggle ended in victory. 

Workers won a fully 
ungraded lesson observation 
policy. Not only have workers 
gained a policy that met the 
demands of the union but 
they also experienced superb 
solidarity.

Around 70 teachers took 
action. They won support 
from parents, the wider union 
movement, the trades council 
and the local Labour Party.

The group is now stronger, 
more engaged and more 
cohesive. 
Jean Evanson, NEU rep 
at Shrewsbury College

nNEU UNION members at 
east London’s Harbinger 
primary school held a 
three-day strike over 
bullying last week. 

Strikers have complained 
of “unacceptable” behaviour 
from the head teacher Andy 
Smith.

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell sent a message of 
support to strikers. 

Strikers have also won 
support from parents and 
former students, many of 
whom joined the picket lines.

The walkout followed a 
unanimous vote for strikes in 
a ballot, where the turnout 
was 87 percent.
lGo to Harbinger Primary 
School NEU on Facebook for 
more information

NUCLEAR WORKERS EDUCATION

Protesting last week
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West Dunbartonshire fight  
SOCIAL WORK staff in West 
Dunbartonshire council near 
Glasgow were expecting the 
result of a strike ballot this 
week.

The Unison union 
members are fighting 
“unsafe practices” that put 
“vulnerable people at risk”.

The union pointed to  
“excessive workloads, 
inappropriate working 

environments and health 
and safety problems such as 
stress”. There are concerns 
about The Vale Health 
Centre and Aurora House, 
which, Unison claims, are 
“unsuitable for families to 
have contact visits”.

In a consultative ballot  
92 percent of social work 
staff voted for strikes on a 
turnout of 87 percent.

 New strikes in the NHS
WORKERS AT the Royal 
Liverpool and Broadgreen 
hospitals were set to strike 
on Thursday this week. 

The Unison and Unite 
union members are 
demanding ISS pays them 
the same rates of pay as 
workers directly employed by 
the NHS.

The action follows a 
victory over the same issue at 
Liverpool Women’s Hospital.  

nAVON AND Wiltshire mental 
health services workers have 
voted for strikes. Unison 

union members voted by 
95 percent for strikes on a 
73 percent turnout against a 
restructure that will hit pay 
and conditions. 

nSUPPORT STAFF at 
Princess Alexandra Hospital in 
Harlow, Essex, plan to strike 
on Thursday of next week. 

The Unison union 
members voted by  
99 percent for strikes on an 
83 percent turnout against 
outsourcing their jobs.

Another five strike days 
are planned.

STRIKE SETTLEMENTS

Women workers win gains
THE FIGHT for equal pay 
at Glasgow City Council 
has reached a new chapter 
last week as workers began 
to receive details of their 
financial settlements. 

Low paid women at the 
council have fought for  
12 years against an unjust pay 
scheme that saw them paid 
less than men.

Some of the 16,000 workers 
stand to receive a payment of 
tens of thousands of pounds. 

GMB and Unison union 
members staged a historic 
48-hour strike in October last 
year—a move which brought 
the council to the negotiating 
table. 

Lyn-Marie O’Hara, Unison 
steward and cleaning 

supervisor, told Socialist 
Worker, “Without the strike we 
wouldn’t be stood here today—
it was pivotal.”

nSTRIKING CARE workers 
are declaring victory after 
Birmingham City Council 
formally backed off from 
attacks on the service.

The council cabinet voted 
on Wednesday last week 
to stop the imposition of 
the “redesign” of the home 
enablement service.

The plans would have 
meant redundancies, wage 
cuts and privatisation. 

The council’s decision is 
a result of solid action and 
political campaigning by 
home care workers.

Drivers in stoppage over pay and hours
DELIVERY DRIVERS for The 
Doctor’s Laboratory (TDL) 
medical delivery service struck 
last week over pay.

The workers took action 
on 23 and 24 May. There are 
some 100 workers employed as 
delivery drivers by TDL. 

Two years ago only a 
handful of workers were in 
the union—now the majority 
of couriers are in the IWGB 
union.

The union’s demands 
include equal terms and 
conditions with other workers 
employed by the firm. On top 

of this they are demanding 
the reversal of previous pay 
cuts which came as part of 
restructures in 2015 and 2017.

The union’s general 
secretary Jason Moyer-Lee said 
the union is targeting TDL’s 
clients to pressure the firm. 

nEDDIE STOBART workers 
in Warrington, Cheshire, have 
announced a series of strikes in 
May and June. 

The lorry drivers—members 
of the Unite union—were 
transferred from the Walkers 
Crisps contract last year. But 

workers say managers haven’t 
honoured pay and conditions 
which should be protected by 
transfer regulations. 

They are set for five-day 
strikes from Friday of this 
week and Friday of next week.

nDRIVERS AT drinks logistics 
company Tradeteam started 
voting this week on a strike 
over workloads.

The Unite union members 
in Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and 
the north Midlands are fighting 
unrealistic planned hours for 
drivers. 
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University workers vote 
to restart pensions fight
by SADIE ROBINSON in Harrogate

THE BATTLE to defend university 
pensions is back on following a 
resounding demand for action at 
the UCU union’s annual congress.

The higher education (HE) sector 
conference met on Sunday and 
agreed to immediately kick start a 
campaign to defend the USS pension 
scheme. 

It means university workers 
could start balloting for strikes from 
September.

Megan Povey, a delegate from 
Leeds university, said the debates 
were “a big win” for the left.

UCU members at over 60 universi-
ties struck for 14 days to defend the 
scheme last year. 

Now trustees are ploughing on 
with attacks that would make work-
ers pay more in contributions.

Delegates to the HE conference 
passed a motion that said conference 
“has no confidence in the Corporate 
Trustee of USS and its board”.

An amendment said that if 
Universities UK bosses refuse to con-
firm by 1 June that they won’t impose 
any contribution rises in October, the 
union will begin “an immediate cam-
paign for industrial action”.

This campaign would involve “a 
ballot commencing 1st September 
2019”.

And HE delegates voted to back 
a fight over pay too. Bosses have 
offered a below-inflation rise of 1.8 
percent for 2019-20.

It resolved to “initiate a concerted 

campaign to win industrial action bal-
lots for a fight over pay to commence 
in the autumn”.

Several workers argued that the 
ballots for action on pay and pensions 
should be run together.

Workers stressed the urgency of 
beginning a campaign now to build 
the biggest possible yes vote and 
turnout in the ballots.

nDELEGATES CELEBRATED the  
continuing pay fight in further  
education (FE). 

Andrew Harden, head of FE, told 
the FE sector conference on Sunday, 
“Everywhere our members are taking 
action they are improving their lot.”

He added that the fight to defend 
education should be expanded. “The 
time to ask nicely is over,” he said.  

“It’s now time to fight.” Delegates 
passed motions calling on the union 
to fully support branches where dis-
pute are ongoing. 

They also called for returning to 
branches that didn’t meet turnout 
thresholds “with the aim of revisiting 
balloting on pay”.

Sean Vernell, from the union’s 
national executive committee, said, 
“The pay campaign has been success-
ful because we have united the issue 
of pay with conditions.”

Workers who have won pay rises 
after strikes spoke about their cam-
paigns. Margot Hill from Croydon 
College said UCU members there beat 
turnout thresholds in ballots twice.

“I thought they had us over a barrel 
with the anti-union laws,” she said. 
“But that’s not the case.”

Lambeth College workers recently 
won a 3 percent rise after ten days of 
strikes. Julia Roberts, a UCU rep from 
the college, said, “As a cash-strapped 
college, if we can do it you can do it.”

Lambeth UCU rep Mandy Brown 
added, “This was a really big win 
from a college in deficit. And as the 
strike developed we increased our 
membership. The new members were 
the most militant.”

Another motion that passed called 
for a campaign to end incorporation. 

This introduced the market into FE 
and moved colleges away from the 
control of councils.

PCS union conference 
votes for national ballots
DELEGATES TO the PCS 
union’s national conference 
last week passed a motion 
committing the union to 
continuing a campaign for 
national strikes over pay.

But a narrow vote in 
favour reflected a debate 
about tactics following the 
result of a recent ballot.

Two other motions 
raised the prospect of a 
“disaggregated” ballot, 
which would see each 
section of the union voting 
separately.

The debate now has to be 
about how to increase the 
turnout in the next ballot—
by building up rank and file 
workplace organisation.

But many supporters 
of the other two motions 
said the union had to try a 

different strategy. Others 
said a national ballot meant 
sections of the union that 
had breached the threshold 
were effectively blocked 
from striking without 
disaggregated ballots.

But supporters of a 
national ballot argued that 
sectional action with group-
specific demands attached 
could end up dividing the 
campaign.

Others pointed out that 
action after a disaggregated 
ballot wouldn’t have 
included some of the largest 
sections of the union. They 
argued that only national 
strikes could force the 
Treasury into funding a pay 
rise in all departments.
lFull report online at  
bit.ly/PCSpaydebate

WINCHESTER UNIVERSITY

Strike threat 
forces retreat
BOSSES AT the University of 
Winchester have ruled out 
compulsory redundancies 
following a threat to strike. 

UCU union members 
there had called five days 
of walkouts in response 
to a threat to slash 55 
posts—around 10 percent 
of the workforce.

The action was set 
to begin on Tuesday 
of this week. 

Workers were also set to 
start a work to rule from 
Thursday of this week.

The union called off the 
action after bosses last 
week agreed to rule out 
compulsory redundancies. 

UCU official Moray 
McAulay said it was 
“frustrating that it took an 
overwhelming mandate 
for action” to force the 
bosses to retreat.

DELEGATES BACK victimised Lee Humber                                  Picture: SocialiSt Worker

GENERAL SECRETARY ELECTION

Jo Grady win represents  
a shift towards the left
JO GRADY has been elected 
as UCU general secretary—
easily beating establishment 
candidate Matt Waddup.

The result is a move to the 
left. Grady is a prominent 
figure in the battle to defend 
the USS pension scheme in 
older universities.

She argued that workers 
should suffer no detriment—
that they should not pay 
more in contributions or get 
less in retirement.

Grady made clear in her 
speech to congress that 
she intends to do things 
differently to former general 
secretary Sally Hunt.

Hunt had orchestrated 
walkouts by UCU staff at last 
year’s congress after facing 
criticism over her sabotaging 
of USS strikes. 

Grady said she supported 
the right of UCU staff to 

organise. But she said, “I 
will never use staff as a 
shield to defend myself from 
criticism.”

Grady has also backed 
college workers fighting over 
pay, opposed racism and 
supported moves to make 
the union more democratic.

Socialist Worker had 
called for a vote for UCU 
Left candidate Jo McNeill, 
a proven campaigner who 
is part of the organised left 
within the union. Grady won 
nearly 48.7 percent of the 
vote in the first round, with  
Jo McNeill winning  
25.5 percent—giving a 
combined left vote of over  
74 percent.

The result can be a boost 
for workers who want their 
union to put up more of a 
fight to defend workers’ 
rights and education.

ROUND UP

nONE unanimously  
passed motion resolved 
for the union to organise a 
national tour with Stand Up 
To Racism (SUTR) and other 
anti-racist campaigns.

UCU members agreed that 
the union would back SUTR 
and its events, and send 
delegations

One motion agreed to 
send a £1,000 donation to 
the Stansted 15, a group of 
activists facing legal action 
after blocking a deportation.

nDELEGATES grappled with 
how to organise in the face 
of Tory laws that make it 
harder to strike. The Trade 
Union Act imposes turnout 
thresholds on ballots for 
action that mean education 
workers must get 50 percent 
of members to vote for action 
to be legal.

One motion, passed 
unanimously, said that the 
50 percent threshold “can be 
exceeded on a national basis 
not just locally”.

nA MOTION condemned the 
victimisation of University 
College London UCU branch 
secretary Tony Brown.

Delegates also backed 
a late motion opposing 
the victimisation of Ruskin 
College UCU membership 
secretary Lee Humber.

nA MOTION instructing the 
union to “name and shame 
the worst employers” over 
casual contracts was passed 
unanimously. 

Workers agreed to call 
a boycott of events at 
University of London’s central 
administration until workers 
there are brought in-house.

nUCU CONGRESS agreed 
to support “any broad-based 
protests” against the visit of 
US president Donald Trump.

More online
For a longer version go to  
www.socialistworker.co.uk

FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION

CIVIL SERVICE

Universal 
Credit action
WORKERS WHO manage 
people’s claims for the hated 
Universal Credit benefit 
began a two-day strike on 
Tuesday of this week to win a 
better service for claimants. 

Members of the PCS 
union at Universal 
Credit service centres in 
Wolverhampton and Walsall 
struck on Tuesday and 
Wednesday of this week. 

They say understaffing 
is causing people who rely 
on the benefit to “suffer”.

They previously struck 
for two days in March.

Bosses have refused 
demands to make staff on 
fixed term appointments 
permanent.

Strikers also demand 
5,000 new staff, and 
limits on the number of 
phone calls handled by 
each case manager.
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CALL ON ADULTS 
TO JOIN STRIKES  
by SARAH BATES

THE MOVEMENT for action 
over climate change is  
moving forward. 

School strikers marched 
through towns and cities 
across Britain and interna-
tionally last week. And now 
more action has been called.

The Youth Strike 4 Climate 
group has called a new 
 walkout in Britain for 21 June. 

And two separate mobili-
sations have been called in 
September. 

One, on 20 September has 
a specific call for workers to 
join it. 

In a statement organisers 
said, “We’re asking adults to 
step up alongside us”.

“To change everything, 
we need everyone. It is time 
for all of us to unleash mass 
resistance.”

Breakthrough
This would be a huge 
 b r e a k t h r o u g h  f o r  a 
 movement which has not 
seen enough involvement 
from workers or action by 
trade union leaders.

Tens of thousands of 
school students struck in 
Britain on Friday of last 
week as part of the second 

day of action coordinated 
by the Fridays For Future 
movement. 

In London—up to 10,000 
people marched to the 
Department for Education 
to demand that schools 
teach the truth about climate 
change. 

Strikers also staged sev-
eral sit-ins as they marched 
to  Par l iament  Square . 

Elsewhere people mobilised 
in hundreds and thousands. 

Some 2,500 turned out in 
Edinburgh, 1,500 in Brighton 
and 250 in York.

Jake from north London 
argued that pressure needs 
to be piled on large firms. 

“It’s wrong that big com-
panies are affecting our 
future, we want our  children 
and their children to have 

the same opportunities we 
did,” he said.

Megan argued that renew-
able energy is a key solution. 

“We need more wind and 
water power—there are so 
many options,” she said.

Many strikers had made 
placards pointing out that 
they are the generation 
which will bear the greatest 
burden of climate change. 

Manika said, “The generation 
before us didn’t have to make 
the same decisions.”

She said change doesn’t 
come f rom pol i t i c ians 
because “it doesn’t play into 
the capitalist system”. 

Some trade union branches 
were visibly present includ-
ing RMT European Passenger 
Serivces, Unison Homerton 
Hospital, NEU Newham, UCU 
London Metropolitan univer-
sity and Hammersmith and 
Fulham trades council.

There was no Labour Party 
presence on the march, but a 

few activists held Green Party 
signs.

Since the last climate 
s tr ike the government 
has declared a climate 
emergency—one of the 
demands from coordinators  
UK School Climate Network.

“It’s about time,” said 
striker Uma. “It’s good but I 
don’t think the government 
explained what it means.

“It’s mostly richer coun-
tries that are causing climate 
change, but poor countries 
suffer the most. 

It’s a positive step forward 
that student organisers are 
calling on workers to join 
them. 

There is potential to 
build for a mass  movement 
of strikes, protests and 
occupations that erupts in 
September.

SCHOOL students 
flooded central London 
(left) and other towns 
and cities, including 
Edinburgh (above) last 
Friday in the latest 
Climate Strike

Reports from the international climate movement
ORGANISERS SAY strikes 
took place in over  
130 countries—with the 
final tally unknown as 
Socialist Worker went to 
press.

Fridays For Future 
India reported  
63 strikes—its largest 
mobilisation yet.

In Pune, in the west of 
India, activists reported 
“a very diverse climate 
strike”.

“Climate conscious 
folks gathered to sing 
chants and then began 
mobilising the public,” 
they said.

In other cities across 
India strikers raged that 
climate justice wasn’t 

part of recent election 
campaigning. In Brussels, 
Belgium, thousands 
marched under a 
huge banner declaring 
“dinosaurs thought they 
had time too”.

Extinction Rebellion 
activists in Norway glued 
themselves to the front of 
the central bank. 

Activists were fighting 
“the world’s largest 
pension fund.”

 “Our protest against 
the irresponsible 
investment of the oil fund 
was a success” the group 
said.

In Paris, the school 
strikes continue to grow. 
Sixteen year old Laure 

said, “The strikes keep 
getting bigger, more and 
more people are getting 
involved and we are very 
determined.”

In Stockholm, a 
thousands-strong 
demonstration rallied in 
the banking district of 
the city. Greta Thunberg 
said politcians should put 
climate change at the top 
of the campaigning agenda 
during the European 
elections.

Smaller scale actions 
took place in Brazil. 

In Rio de Janeiro 
students delivered a letter 
to the state legislature 
which argued for climate 
action.Protesting in Mumbai, India

#YouthStrike4Climate
Friday 21 June, 11am 
Nationwide 
bit.ly/YS4CJune

On last Friday’s strike in London
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