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IMMIGRATION

Frontex—brutal 
border guards of 
Fortress Europe 
FROM ITS sinister-looking 
headquarters in Warsaw, 
Frontex hunts down 
refugees trying to make 
it to safety in Europe.

It has made politicians’ goal 
of a “Fortress Europe” into 
a reality. It runs a sprawling 
network of barbed wire, 
border guards and war planes 
along the EU’s border.
>>Pages 10&11

CLIMATE 

Climate activists 
plan series of 
‘Rebel Risings’  
EXTINCTION Rebellion 
activists across Britain are 
getting ready for a series 
of local “Rebel Risings” 
starting this weekend.

Risings are planned in 
Aberdeen, Manchester, 
Borth,Cambridge, Devon, 
Brighton and three in 
London throughout August 
and September. 
>>Page 7

CIVIL SERVICE 

Cleaners on  
all-out strike take 
fight to Liverpool 
STRIKING CLEANERS from 
a government department in 
London linked up with strikers 
in Liverpool on Tuesday. 

PCS union members at 
the Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy 
on all-out strike rallied with 
HMRC cleaners. 
>>Page 3 
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l NEW MINISTERS are 
asked by staff for likes 

and dislikes. Liz Truss said 
she disliked foreign travel 
and making speeches.  
    Which will cramp her 
style somewhat in her 
role as International 
Trade Secretary.

 Home office spies on people  
 it claims to be mentoring
HOME OFFICE mentors are gathering 
information on their clients in 
“confidential” deradicalisation 
meetings and sharing it with police 
to  investigate the people they are 
counselling.

Paid mentors routinely file an  
“intervention session report”.

The mentors’ reports provide a “vul-
nerability assessment” of a client, their 
“capability” of carrying out a violent 
act and “new relevant background 
information”. 

This details the personal material 
that was obtained, including their 
“susceptibility to indoctrination” 
and the state of their “mental 
health”.

The detailed assessments, 
carried out under the Channel 
m e n t o r i n g  p r o g r a m m e ,  
are part of the government’s Prevent 
agenda.

“Channel is there to deradicalise 
and safeguard people from extrem-
ism, not serve as a tool for intelligence  
gathering to advance police investigations 
into people who we claim to be helping,” 

a senior 
Home Office offi-
cial said. “These conversa-
tions are supposed to be  c o n f i -
dential. That is not how the programme 
s h o u l d functioning. It’s 

completely underhand.”
T h e  H o m e  O f f i c e  

describes Channel as a “confiden-
tial, voluntary safeguarding 
programme”.

In one case information 
obtained by a mentor about a 

mentally ill client was shared with 
police.

During intervention sessions at 
Barnet Hospital in north London, 
Mohammed Hamza Ghani, a  

diagnosed paranoid schizophrenic, 
told his mentor that he downloaded 

extremist Al Qaeda literature online 
by using software to prevent him being 

traced.
When Ghani was arrested in January 

after making a threatening call to 999, 
he was confronted with, and admitted 
to, eight terrorism offences that related 
to downloading Inspire magazine, an  
Al Qaeda publication.

Police sought the cooperation of 
Ghani’s mentor to bolster the criminal 
case against him. 

In May he was sentenced to  
28 months in prison.

l RICHARD BRAINE has been elected as 
the new leader of Ukip, receiving  

53 percent of the vote. He is the party’s fifth 
leader in three years. Ukip was wiped out at 
the European elections in May.  
     Dick calls his party a  “far-moderate 
voice of common sense”. But he thinks 
Nazi Tommy Robinson is a “cutting 
edge free speech advocate”.

 A Hong Kong boss  
 buys minor royals 
MEMBERS OF the 
royal family have 
been paid hundreds of 
thousands of pounds 
by a Hong Kong boss.

Zara Tindall, her 
brother Peter Phillips, 
and the Duchess of York 
have forged lucrative 
ties with Johnny Hon.

Tindall, the queen’s 
granddaughter, was paid 
£100,000 a year as a 
non-executive director 
of Hon’s Global Group 
between August 2016 
and March last year.

Two weeks ago Phillips, 
the son of Princess 
Anne, attended a dinner 
to launch the Global 
Group Premier Racing 
Club in Hong Kong. 

The Duchess of York has 

also worked for Hon. She 
was paid £72,000 a year 
from June 2017 to October 
2018 to advise on film and 
entertainment activities.

He is a member of a 
legislative committee 
in China’s Heilongjiang 
province and is vice 
chairman of Hong Kong’s 
pro-Chinese government 
New People’s Party.

Rape victims asked 
for school records
A RAPE victim 
was “put on 
trial” by police 
who demanded 
she give them 
access to her 
primary school 
records from 25 
years ago or face 
having her case dropped.

The woman, 32, was 
attacked by a stranger as 
she walked home from 
a bus stop in London 
in 2011. Eight years 
later the DNA profile 
of a man arrested over 
another rape matched 
that of her attacker.

When police came to 
her house they asked 
her to sign forms giving 
detectives access 

to personal 
information 
dating back 
almost three 
decades, 
including her 

school and 
university records 

and confidential 
therapy notes.

She signed the papers 
after being told that if 
she did not, the case 
could be dropped.

In another case, last 
year in Newcastle, a 
sexual assault victim 
had her school record 
used against her in 
court. It stated she had 
forged her mother’s 
signature to get out of 
lessons as a teenager.

Ukip’s Dick Braine

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Urgently 
investigating’
Amazon’s response to news 
that child workers make its 
Alexa product

‘The last thing I 
want to do is  
call another 
election’ 
Prime minister Boris Johnson

‘Who has 
confidence in 
Boris Johnson 
apart from the 
people around 
him?’
Shadow home secretary Diane 
Abbott

‘Her mother, 
Her Royal 
Highness the 
Queen’s mother 
was a slightly 
overweight, 
chain-smoking 
gin drinker who 
lived to 101 years 
old’
Nigel Farage complains about 
the royal family while in 
Australia

‘It’s a lot of hot 
air’
Frances Crook of the Howard 
League for prison reform on 
the Tories’ latest plans to get 
‘tough’ on crime
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PRINCE ANDREW’S child 
abusing friend is dead. 
Jeffrey Epstein apparently 
killed himself in jail a day 
after the royal was named 
in court papers detailing 
the financier’s crimes.

Epstein was awaiting 
trial accused of abusing 
and arranging sex with 
dozens of girls.

He was close friends 
with the Duke of York 
during the period he 
carried out his abuse.

Hundreds of court 
papers relating to the 
paedophile’s crimes were 
released the day before 
he died. They included 

documents that alleged 
Andrew had intimate 
relations with Epstein’s 
17 year old “sex slave” 
and had groped another 
woman’s breast.

Prince Andrew is 
accused of having sex 
with teenager Virginia 
Roberts Giuffre. The 
Duke is further accused 
of touching the breast of 
Johanna Sjoberg, then an 
Epstein victim.

Andrew had allegedly 
just been presented with a 
Spitting Image puppet of 
himself.

The documents also 
shed some light on the 
extent of Epstein’s crimes.

One message left in 
2005 noted that a girl 
planned to come to the 
house later than planned 
because “she needs to 
stay in school”.

Alfredo Rodriguez, a 
former butler who worked 
for Epstein in 2004 and 
2005, testified that he 
was asked by Epstein to 
arrange for roses to be 
sent to the school of a girl 
who had given massages.

One of those he 
molested said, “Jeffrey 
lived his life on his terms 
and now he’s ended it on 
his terms too. 

“Justice was not served 
before, and it will not be 
served now. I hope he 
rots in hell. The world is 
now a safer place. There 
will be a lot of powerful 
men—and some women—
breathing a hefty sigh of 
relief now that he’s taken 
their secrets to the grave.”

Peter Phillips

Who feels 
relieved at 
death of 
Epstein?

Prince Andrew with Epstein



IN BRIEF
Justice for 
Shukri Abdi 
THE POLICE watchdog 
will investigate how cops 
handled the investigation 
into the death of a 12 year 
old school student in Greater 
Manchester.

The Independent Office 
for Police Conduct (IOPC) 
will look at whether police 
treated Shukri Abdi’s family 
less favourably because of 
their ethnic background.

Shukri, a Somali refugee, 
died in the River Irwell last 
month. 

Her family said she had 
been repeatedly bullied 
at school and that police 
are failing to properly 
investigate her death. 

The announcement came 
as the Justice for Shukri 
campaign gave its first 
press conference and public 
meeting last Saturday. 

It called for a broad unity 
campaign seeking justice.
Go to Justice 4 Shukri on 
Facebook  

Greenhouse 
gas levels rise
GREENHOUSE GAS levels 
reached record highs in 
2018, a new report from the 
American Meteorological 
Society highlighted on 
Monday.

The State of the Climate 
in 2018 found that 2018 was 
the fourth warmest year 
on record. The three other 
warmest years were 2015, 
2016 and 2017.

It also detailed how sea 
levels rose to record levels 
for the seventh consecutive 
year and glaciers continued 
to melt for the thirtieth 
consecutive year.

The data underlines what 
climate activists already 
know—that the Earth’s 
temperature is rapidly 
changing and it means 
disaster for human society 
and the natural world.

Home office
using force
HUNDREDS OF people 
deported from Britain have 
been forcibly restrained.

The methods of restraint 
included rigid bar handcuffs, 
leg restraints and waist 
restraints, according to The 
Guardian newspaper.

Home Office policy states 
that there is a presumption 
restraint won’t be used. 

But more than one form 
of restraint was used in 
335 out of 447 deportation 
cases between March 2018 
and April 2019. And in 102 
cases, three different kinds of 
restraints were used.

 Striking workers unite  
 their fights in Liverpool 
by NICK CLARK

CLEANERS AND caterers from 
London and Liverpool marched 
together on Tuesday, uniting 
their battles over low pay and 
outsourcing. 

Workers from HMRC tax offices 
in Liverpool and Bootle marched on 
the second day of a three-day strike—
joined in solidarity by strikers from 
London.

The London workers—cleaners 
and caterers from the Department 
for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy (Beis)—are into the fifth 
week of an indefinite strike.

Both sets of strikers—mem-
bers of  the PCS union—are  
fighting for a living wage and an end 
to outsourcing.

And both are employed by  
outsourcers ISS and Aramark.

One striker from Liverpool, Angela, 
told Socialist Worker about their fight 
for £10 an hour—and what it’s like to 
live on the current rate of £8.21. 

“It’s terrible,” she said. “It’s dis-
gusting. £8.21 wouldn’t even buy you 
a packet of cigarettes. 

“It wouldn’t even buy you a tin 
of baby milk if you have a new born 
baby.”

Statutory
Angela added that on top of that, the 
cleaners only get statutory sick pay. 
“That’s no good when you’re off sick,” 
she said. 

And she said they were also 
demanding extra holiday. 

“We only get 20 days a year, which 
isn’t fair when the people who work 
for HMRC get 30 days,” said Angela. 

Liverpool and Bootle strikers said 
that bosses at ISS hadn’t yet budged—
and instead brought in other workers 
from the agency to break the strike.

But one striker, Maria, said, “We’ve 
got to keep striking. 

“You can’t come out for three days 

and just give up. You’ve got to keep 
going until you win.” 

And Angela said the visit by the  
strikers from Beis had been “great 
moral support”.

“Some of us went down to visit 
them the other week,” she added.  

“More of us couldn’t go because we 
couldn’t get the time off. It shows 
we’re not alone—that it’s happening 
all over the country.”

Roman, one of the strikers from 
Beis, told Socialist Worker that five 
weeks into the strike workers were 
still ready to carry on. 

“Even if some people say they want 
to be back at work because of the 
money, they know we’ve got to carry 
on because when we get the pay rise 
it will be worth it,” he said.

Important 
He also said it was important to keep 
striking because their struggle was 
about much more than a fight in one 
government department.

“It’s important because low pay 

and outsourcing isn’t just happening 
here,” he said. “It’s happening in uni-
versities, schools and hospitals. 

“It’s good for us to come here 
because it shows us we’re not on our 
own—it’s not just about something 
happening in one building in London, 
it’s happening everywhere.

“And coming here puts us in a 
better position. If we’re fighting for 
the same thing, we all have to fight 
for it together.”
Messages of support for Bootle HMRC 
strikers to RCGroup@pcs.org.uk and for 
Beis strikers to leeds@pcs.org.uk

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

ON THE joint march for the living wage in Liverpool Pictures: socialist Worker

Put an end to outsourcing
BOTH SETS of strikers also want 
an end to outsourcing and to be 
brought back in house—employed 
directly by their departments.

Speaking to a strike rally in 
Liverpool, one Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy (Beis) worker 
said, “We work in the 
same building as people 
employed by Beis.

“But we don’t get 
the same respect as our 
colleagues do.”

And Maria, a striker 
from Liverpool, told 
Socialist Worker, “We 
want the same terms and 
conditions as the HMRC 
employees we work 
with.” 

She added, “It’s like we’re 
invisible in that building. 

“We hardly see our manager 
from ISS, and when he comes in he 
doesn’t even acknowledge us. 

“Our supervisor never hears the 
results of the audits. We don’t get 

any respect.”
Another Liverpoool 

striker, Angela, added, 
“It would be better to 
be employed by HMRC. 

“It cuts out the 
middle person—and 
they would save 
money. They wouldn’t 
have to pay public 
money to a private 
company to pay us. 

“It’s nonsense.”BEIS minister Jo Johnson 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and 
get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go to 
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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National unity 
is unity with 
the bosses
A growing number of MPs have 
backed calls for a “national unity 
government” to stop a no-deal 
Brexit.

Caroline Lucas, the green MP 
for Brighton Pavilion, suggested 
an “all-female cabinet” to stop 
Brexit. She made the appeal in a 
letter to politicians including Tory 
Justine greening and Lib Dem 
leader Jo Swinson. 

Lucas was forced to issue an 
apology after a backlash pointed 
out all of them were white, 
missing out Labour shadow home 
secretary Diane Abbott. 

Any national unity government 
would be dominated by the 
same Tory and Liberal Democrat 
politicians who imposed austerity 
and the hostile environment.

The remain-supporting 
Labour and green MPs would be 
marginal. A national government’s 
main policy would be to fight for 
big business’s demands to stay in 
the single market. its competition 
rules protect bosses’ profits and 
restrict left wing policies, such as 
nationalisation. 

There is no such thing as a 
“national interest” between bosses 
and working class people. 

The last national government 
of 1931-35, made up of Labour 
rebels, Tories and Liberals, ruled 
in the interests of the rich. 

The real division shouldn’t be 
between Leave and remain. it’s 
between those who want to defend 
workers and migrants’ rights and 
those who want to attack them.

Tory cuts fail children in 
local authorities’ care
Around 50,000 children rely 
on care from councils whose 
services are inadequate, 
according to a study published 
last week.

The Social Market Foundation 
think tank found that 65 percent 
of those children are in the care 
of local authorities that can’t 
cope—and that Tory cuts are to 
blame. 

Funding for children’s services 
has been slashed by a third since 
2010. 

The lack of support has 
a serious impact on those 
children’s life chances. 

The study found that around 
40 percent of those aged 
19‑21 who left care were out 
of education, employment or 
training. 

And only 18 percent of pupils 
in care gained an A star to C 
grade in English and Maths 
GCSEs. 

of children in young offender 
units, 42 percent were in care. 

Anne Longfield, the Children’s 
Commissioner for England, said, 

“The government has to put this 
right. These most vulnerable 
kids have had the toughest start 
in life and rely on the state for 
nearly every aspect of their life”. 

Tories want 
more power 
for bullying, 
racist cops
‘Law and order’ is green light for 
police to harass black people and the 
poor, says Tomáš Tengely‑Evans

Tory prime minister Boris 
Johnson has pledged to “come 
down hard on crime” as the 
prospect of a general election 
looms. 

He announced that police offic-
ers would have more freedom to 
use “Section 60” stop and search 
powers. 

They will now be able to use 
them in a designated area “with-
out needing serious grounds for 
suspicion if serious violence is 
 anticipated”, the new policy says.

The plan will mean even more 
black people will face racist har-
assment. They were already nine 
times more likely to be stopped and 
searched in England and Wales in 
2017-18, according to the govern-
ment’s own figures.

Search
This rises to 40 times more likely 
when police use stop and search 
powers under Section 60 of the 
Criminal Justice and Public Order 
Act. 

This allows senior police offic-
ers to sanction searches without 
any grounds for suspicion if they 
believe there’s a chance serious 
 violence “will” occur. 

The police also target working 
class people in general.

Johnson’s plan will now give 

8,000 more junior officers the 
power to declare Section 60 notice. 

And now they need only need to 
claim that serious violence “may” 
occur. 

The running time of a Section 60 
notice will increase from 15 hours 
to 24 hours—and cops can now 
extend it for 48 hours.

Writing in the Daily Mail news-
paper, Johnson dismissed fears that 
this will lead to targeting of ethnic 
minorities as the objections of “left 
wing criminologists”. 

“We are making clear that the 
police can and should make use of 
their stop and search powers,” he 

back story
Boris Johnson has promised to 
extend cops’ stop search powers
lAnd last week his Home 
Secretary Priti Patel said that 
people should “literally feel 
terror” of breaking the law.
lJohnson wants to recruit 
20,000 more police officers and 
give them more powers
lPatel, who has previously 
backed the death penalty, said 
that the recruitment drive was to 
show the Tories are the party of 
“law and order”

wrote. His announcement is part of 
a package of measures to present 
the Tories as the party of “law and 
order”. 

It includes £2.5 billion for 
10,000 new prison places—on top 
of the plans for 20,000 more police 
officers announced last week.

Charge
The charge is being led by home sec-
retary Priti Patel, who last week said 
she wanted people to “literally feel 
terror” at the thought of committing 
a crime. She has also announced 
plans for an even more draconian 

immigration system after Britain 
leaves the European Union (see 
box).

The Tories plan to focus on 
Brexit, the NHS and law and 
order in a general election. They 
hope to push through a right wing 
Brexit—with or without a deal—on  
31 October, and to win back voters 
from Nigel Farage’s Brexit Party.

The talk of clamping down on 
“violent criminals” and “thugs” 
is part of an attempt to build a 
 populist appeal for their right wing 
authoritarianism. 

Shadow home secretary Diane 

Abbott said it was a “tried and 
tested recipe for unrest, not 
 violence reduction”. 

But the Labour Party had been 
demanding more police officers, in 
an opportunistic attempt to out-Tory 
the Tories on law and order.

Anti-racists have to build opposi-
tion to the Johnson’s government’s 
law and order and immigration 
clampdown.

on other pages...
Activists vow to fight asylum 
seeker evictions >>Page 20

mugshoT—phoTographic evidence that cops love a racist 

Millions from citizenship fees
THe HoMe office has 
made a £500 million 
profit in immigration 
fees in the last four 
years, according to 
the Times newspaper.

Migrants have to 
stump up £1,330 
to apply for British 
citizenship. 

The Home office 
pockets over £600 
in profit from each 
application. 

These fees 
have risen by over 

51 percent since 2014.
one mistake on 

the form can mean 
migrants have to 
reapply costing many 
more hundreds of 
pounds. 

refusal of British 
citizenship can lead 
to migrants being 
denied access to 
health and social 
welfare services. 

And it also 
raises the risk of 
deportation.citizenship costs cash

figure it out

£500,000,000
The amount of profit the home 
office has made in immigration 
fees in the last four years

£1,330
The cost of a single application 
for British citizenship

£600
The amount in profit the 
home office makes from each 
application

The Tories are abandoning children

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

‘naTional governmenT’ 
wouldn’T proTecT us

 L
ots of people are 
rightly appalled that Boris 
Johnson is our prime 
minister. 

It can be tempting to 
focus on where he is weakest to 
force him out. And a big problem 
for Johnson is Brexit.

the tory government 
campaigned for Remain in the 
European Union (EU) referendum 
because the EU benefits business. 
Yet Johnson backs Leave because 
he thinks Britain’s ruling class is 
better off outside the EU.

Several high-profile Tories, 
and other politicians who back 
Remain, are organising against 
him. some want a “national unity” 
government involving left and right 
MPs to block a no-deal Brexit (see 
left). But lining up behind people 
who represent the bosses would 
be a disaster for working class 
people. 

When left wingers try to unite 
or compromise with right wingers, 
the right wins. this is because 
under capitalism, right wingers 
and their ideas dominate. they are 
seen as reasonable and rational.

Left ideas, even if a majority of 
people back them, are treated as 
“extreme”. so any compromising 
tends to involve accepting right 

wing ideas. Look at the Labour 
Party. Left wing leader Jeremy 
Corbyn has made concessions to 
the right in the hope of holding 
the party together. All it has done 
is embolden the right to demand 
more—and has entrenched their 
position in the party.

A “national unity” government 
would be led by the right in the 
interests of business. Any left 
wingers would be expected to 
compromise with tories.

those pushing it assume that 
we share some common interests, 
whatever our class background. 
this isn’t true. 

In theory it can seem that 
bosses making money helps us 
all. It might encourage them to 

keep their businesses here, so 
protecting jobs.

Yet time after time workers 
have accepted lower pay or worse 
conditions to “save jobs” only to 
suffer job cuts later down the line. 
Bending over backwards to placate 
business just leaves us worse off. 

We also have to challenge the 
idea that essentially fighting to stay 
in the EU is good for workers.

The EU is a racist, neoliberal 
project that operates in the 
interests of a tiny minority. It has 
not benefited working class people 
or given us more rights.

On the contrary, it is set up to 
block measures such as wholesale 
nationalisation. And its brutal 
border controls leave tens of 
thousands of vulnerable refugees 
to drown in the sea.

that’s why socialist Worker 
supported Leave in the 
referendum. Doing deals with 
right wingers to stay in the EU 
helps the bosses, not us. And a 
national government, by absorbing 
some Labour politicians, would 
undermine even limited opposition 
from Labour. 

Neither the EU nor the tories 
will protect working class people. 
We have to organise to fight for 
our own rights.

more prisons don’T help
 BoRIs JohNsoN said his 

billion pound boost for 
prisons would stop them 

becoming “factories for making 
bad people worse”. 

the tories promised a £100 
million boost for prison security 
in England and Wales on tuesday. 
this came after an announcement 
of £2.5 billion for 10,000 more 
prison places last weekend.

Britain already has the highest 
prison population in the European 
Union with almost 90,000 inmates.  
And the crime clampdown will 

make an overcrowding crisis 
worse. 

A recent report by the Prison 
Reform trust found that 62 
percent of prisons in England 
and Wales are overcrowded. the 
trust points out, “We know the 
aggressive rhetoric of ‘prison 
works’ invariably drives up the use 
of imprisonment. 

“According to the prison 
service’s own figures it would take 
9,000 new spaces just to eliminate 
overcrowding.” this overcrowding 
leads to desperate conditions 

inside. In 2018 prison deaths rose 
to 325—up 10 percent from the 
previous year. 

And self-harm rose by 23 
percent, hitting a record high in 
september 2018.

Many people in prison should 
be in hospital having treatment for 
mental distress. And many inmates 
are inside because of non-violent 
offences. 

Locking people up in factories 
of violence doesn’t stop crime and 
it certainly doesn’t rehabilitate 
anyone. 

it’s not true that 
we share common 
interests 
whatever our 
class background

‘‘ 
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 Slowdown shows up  
 weakness of system
BRITAIN’S ECONOMY contracted for the first time in 
seven years during the second quarter of 2019.

Output fell by 0.2 percent in the three months to June. 
This was down from a 0.5 percent expansion in the first 

quarter according to data from the Office for National 
Statistics released last Friday.

A recession officially occurs when the economy contracts 
in two consecutive quarters. Millions of people on low wages 
and in appalling conditions will fear that, once again, they 
will be expected to pay when the bosses’ system hits trouble.  

Chancellor Sajid Javid said, “I am not expecting a 
recession at all.” In the short-term he may be right. 

Boris Johnson has promised tens of billions in tax cuts and 
spending increases that could give a temporary and sickly 
boost to growth.

And there are some special dynamics at work.
The rush to stockpile products in the run-up to the original 

Brexit deadline of 29 March boosted the economy. 
But when an extension was granted, companies ran down 

their holdings. The economy is expected to expand again as 
companies again rush to stockpile ahead of the next Brexit 
deadline of 31 October.

Much of the commentary on the figures links the fall in 
the economy solely to such unusual factors and fear of a 
no-deal Brexit. But the more truthful ruling class supporters 
know it is more basic than that. 

Fabrice Montagne, economist at Barclays bank, said, 
“Looking beyond the Brexit volatility we conclude that the 
underlying growth momentum is weaker than we previously 
thought.”

Britain’s economic problems are another symptom of a 
global slowdown. Figures from France, published on the 
same day as the British ones, pointed to an even sharper 
slowdown in industrial production during June. It echoes 
similar data from Germany out earlier in the week.

Rana Foroohar, an associate editor at the Financial Times 
newspaper, wrote this week, “As any number of indicators 
now show—from weak purchasing managers’ indices in the 
US, Spain, Italy, France and Germany, to rising corporate 
bankruptcies and a spike in US lay-offs—the global 
downturn has already begun.”

Illustrated
The article was illustrated with a logo proclaiming, 
“Summer of fear, coming soon.”

Foroohar continued, “Capital expenditure plans are being 
shelved. Existing home sales are dropping. And American 
consumers are cutting both credit card balances and their 
usage of motor fuel.”

Surging stock prices seem oblivious to such factors. But, 
says Foroohar, “At some point, the markets and the real 
economy must converge. I think that point is now.”

Central banks—the equivalent of the Bank of England—
across the world are lowering their interest rates in an effort 
to support profit-making. If the cost of borrowing money 
falls, it is easier for struggling firms to cover their debts and 
stay afloat.

Last week the New Zealand central bank reduced its rate 
by twice as much as had been predicted.

Thailand’s central bank unexpectedly cut its base rate by 
0.25 percentage points. India’s central bank dropped its rate 
by 0.35 percentage points, reducing it to the lowest level in 
nine years. The European Central Bank has indicated it may 
take measures that will hand billions more in credit to banks 
and companies next month. 

The US Federal Reserve central bank is expected to make 
more cuts in its base rate following cuts last month.

Such methods were part of dealing with the crisis after the 
2008-9 collapse. But rates are already so low that there is 
much less room for manoeuvre now than there was a decade 
ago.

None of this means that we are immediately on the verge 
of another disastrous recession. But any further economic 
reverses will come with mainstream politics in turmoil. 

Racists, fascists and authoritarian governments are 
stronger in many parts of the world compared to when the 
last recession hit. Whatever the particular gyrations in the 
economy, it’s urgent for struggle to rise and for confident 
socialist politics to confront the capitalist failures.

SMUGGLED OUT footage showed women protesting in the city of Srinagar against Indian PM Narendra Modi (below) 

 Kashmiris take to the streets  
 over Modi’s racist crackdown
THE INDIAN government’s 
crackdown in Kashmir, on 
the border between India 
and Pakistan, is leading to 
resistance on the streets.

Sporadic  demonstra-
tions in the capital Srinagar 
erupted after Friday prayers 
last week. 

Troops and heavily armed 
police reacted by firing live 
rounds, tear gas and projec-
tiles into the dense crowds.

Hard right Indian prime 
minister Narendra Modi shut 
down all communication in 
the state in the hope that 
such scenes wouldn’t reach 
the outside world.

But BBC footage smuggled 
out of the area shows large 
and militant demonstrations 
demanding freedom amid the 
cackle of gunfire and clouds 
of smoke.

Millions of people in the 
disputed region are under a 
military curfew enforced by 
troops and heavily armed 
police. 

Opened
Supplies of food in the few 
shops that have opened are 
now very low.

M o d i ’ s  g o v e r n m e n t 
has stripped India’s only  
majority-Muslim province of 
its limited autonomy as part 
of a plan to fully incorpo-
rate Kashmir into the Indian 
state. 

That state increasingly 
regards Muslims as the 
“enemy within”.

Modi said removing Article 

370, which gave Kashmir 
special status and powers, 
would be a blow against 
“terrorism”.

In reality Modi’s move is 
a result of racism and comes 
straight out of the Donald 
Trump playbook. 

Trump’s Middle East plan 
involves repression of the 
Palestinians, together with 
promises of investment if they 
accept Israeli domination.

Modi’s offer to Kashmir is 
similar. 

Accept rule from India and 
military domination, cease all 
resistance—and as a reward 

there will be economic devel-
opment in the region. 

Already right wing Hindu 
businessmen are promising 
factories if only Kashmiris 
can be brought to heel.

But that is not likely to 
happen.

People protested against 
the Indian government in 
several British cities last week 
(see box). 

Origin
There are more than a million 
people of Kashmiri origin in 
Britain.

P ro tes t s  took  p lace 
in  London ,  B rad ford , 
Manchester and Birmingham.

Kashmiris have been fight-
ing for self-determination 
since 1947, when Britain 
withdrew from India. 

As part of the withdrawal, 
Kashmiris’ land was handed 
to India as part of a Partition 
that carved out the new 
Pakistani state. 

Hundreds of thousands 
of overwhelmingly young 
people have died fighting for 
self-determination since.

Modi’s repression risks 
reigniting the armed rebel-
lion that dominated the 
region for most of the 1990s. 

It also raises tensions else-
where in India where rule 
by the central state is barely 
tolerated.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Protests across Britain
SOME 400 people 
protested in Bradford 
last Saturday. Placards 
denounced Modi 
as a terrorist.

In London over 200 
people protested outside 
the Indian High 
Commission.

Iram from 
Kent said, 
“There’s no way 
of finding out 
if our friends 
and families 
are OK.”

Nadeem has 
been unable to 
get touch with 
his wife and 
children. 

“The whole valley is in 
complete lock down,” he 
told Socialist Worker.

“TV, WhatsApp—
everything is blocked.

“There is some 
network in hospitals, 
but my cousin who’s 

a doctor said 
they’ve been 
threatened 
if they leak 

any details 
of injuries.” 

Labour MP 
Afzal Khan joined 
the Manchester 

protest. Kashmiri 
women’s groups 
joined a protest 
in Birmingham.A Bradford protester 

 Picture: Neil terry
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 Climate activists set for  
 series of ‘Rebel Risings’ 
by  SARAH BATES

CLIMATE ACTIVISTS across 
Britain are getting ready for a 
series of local “Rebel Risings” 
starting from this weekend.

Risings are planned in Aberdeen, 
Manchester, Borth, Cambridge, 
Devon, Brighton and three in 
London throughout August and 
September. 

O r g a n i s e r s  E x t i n c t i o n 
Rebel l ion (XR) are  b i l l ing 
training events as “mini festivals 
of radical ideas” full of talks,  
teach-ins and workshops about the 
climate emergency and how to get 
involved in action.

At the event in south east London 
this weekend, activists plan a host of 
activities on Blackheath Common.

The group said, “We will be pro-
testing over council and govern-
ment investment in the fossil fuel 
industry and its effects on life in 
the oceans, on the land, and to 
communities and people in the  
Global South.

“Lewisham,  Bromley  and 
Greenwich collectively invest  
£160 million of our money in the 
fossil fuel industry. Come and join 
us in telling the truth and demand-
ing change.”  

On Sunday there will be a 
“new black death procession,” 
where protesters will don funeral 
clothes and march towards the  
National Maritime Museum.  

Tunnel 
Rebels will be updated on the latest 
from the campaign to stop the 
Silvertown tunnel. 

Campaigners “swarmed” a  
roundabout  near  London ’ s 
Blackwall tunnel last Friday to pro-
test against plans to build the new 
tunnel. 

The proposed construction would 
add to problems at one of London’s 
worst hotspots. Residents in the bor-
oughs of Newham and Greenwich 
already suffer some of the highest 
levels of air pollution and highest 
numbers of children with asthma in 
Britain.

Local campaigns against this bil-
lion pound project go back six years. 

The Stop the Silvertown Tunnel 
Coalition has increased its activity 
this year. Campaigners have taken 
letters and petitions to City Hall 
challenging London’s Labour mayor 
Sadiq Khan’s decision to go ahead 
with the tunnel.

Protesters in Newham who joined 
the XR swarm were given new hope 
that the project could be blocked.

Victoria Rance, coordinator of 
Stop the Silvertown Tunnel, said, 
“The first driver I spoke to had 
driven her son to hospital with an 
asthma attack the evening before. 

“She thanked us for our action.”
XR’s direct actions appeal to wide 

layers of people who are frustrated 
at the lack of progress over climate 
change. 

Joseph had come down from 
Cambridge to join the protest. “This 
is great actually creating change,” 
he said. “I have learnt so much since 
becoming involved.”

Many protesters felt the action 
was a success, and argued for simi-
lar actions on a bigger scale.

Stop the Silvertown Tunnel has 
challenged Transport for London’s  
(TfL) backing of the project. 

It dismissed TfL’s traffic and pol-
lution forecasts as “an elaborate 
fiction designed to draw attention 
away from the fact that the cost-
benefit analysis for the scheme 
doesn’t make sense”.

The matter is urgent. The con-
tracts with RiverLnx Consortium 
are due to be signed by the end of 
this month.
Thanks to Miriam Scharf 
For more details on the Rebel Risings 
to go to bit.ly/RebelRisings

ACTIVISTS PROTESTING on Friday against plans to open a new tunnel in London Picture: Victoria rance 

All out on 20 September  
SCHOOL STRIKERS are 
piling pressure on adults to 
join them in a strike for the 
climate on 20 September. 

In Bristol, strikers have 
written to Labour mayor 
Marvin Rees and city 
councillors calling for a wave 
of action on the day. 

It called for the council 
to work with schools and 
employers to allow as many 
workers and students as 
possible to join a city centre 
rally. 

“We have just 12 years left 
to save our planet from climate 
catastrophe,” it read. “Please 
support our youth in their 
efforts to prevent disaster.” 

In Sheffield, school strikers 

are busy painting banners 
to drop around the town in 
preparation for the day. 

And in Southwark, south 
London, trade unionists have 
written to the council. 

They are demanding it 
“sound the alarm in all its 
buildings and encourage 
workers to go out on the 
streets to stand in solidarity 
with people and planet.” 

There’s only six weeks 
left until 20 September—a 
day likely to be the biggest 
worldwide mobilisation for the 
climate ever. 

Workers should be fighting 
now to see what kind of strike, 
stoppage or protest they can 
organise in their workplace. 

A fracking 
failure for 
Cuadrilla    
FOSSIL FUEL firm Cuadrilla is 
running into more problems as 
it tries to restart fracking at its 
Preston New Road (PNR) site in 
Lancashire.

Fracking pumps water, 
chemicals and sand at a high 
pressure into rock formations—
which releases trapped gas and 
causes devestating damage to 
the environment.

“Sleeves” are opened by 
Cuadrilla when it wants to 
release fracking fluid, and 
closed when not in operation. 

But mechanical failures at 
the site mean that two sleeves 
have been constantly open at 
the PNR1z well since November 
2018.

It tried to seal the sleeves 
with concrete earlier this year. 

And last week the firm 
reportedly told the PNR 
community liaison group that a 
more recent attempt to fix the 
problem failed. 

The firm is preparing to frack 
its second well at the site. 

It wants an 18-month 
extension of its planning 
permission so it could complete 
fracking of both wells.

Are UN talks 
heading for 
Glasgow? 
GLASGOW COULD be the host 
city of the next stage of key 
United Nations (UN) climate 
change talks.

Italy and Britain have 
launched a joint bid to co-host 
the Cop26 talks, set to take 
place at the end of 2020.

The talks are due to be to 
be the biggest gathering since 
2015’s Paris talks.

Italy has applied to hold 
the preliminary meeting with 
Glasgow being Britain’s choice 
to host over 30,000 delegates. 

There will need to be a huge 
movement to demand that 
politicians take seriously the 
climate emergency facing us all.

Preston New Road fracking site
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Protesters 
shut down 
airport in 
Hong Kong
The mass movement has refused to 
leave the streets in defiance of the 
police, writes Sadie Robinson 

ALL FLIGHTS out of Hong Kong 
International Airport were can-
celled on Monday. It was an 
unprecedented reaction to an 
occupation of the airport that 
began on Friday of last week.

The occupation was continuing 
as Socialist Worker went to press 
and hundreds more flights were 
cancelled on Tuesday.

The action takes place as pro-
tests in Hong Kong enter their tenth 
week.

Angry protests over the weekend 
defied police attacks.

Demonstrators were furious after 
police fired teargas in a subway sta-
tion in Kwai Fong on Sunday. They 
then attacked people who tried 
to escape down an escalator with 
batons.

Some cops also dressed as pro-
testers before attacking people. 

Man-Kei Tam from Amnesty 
International Hong Kong said the 
police action has “escalated to 
another level”.

Protests began in June against 
a new law to allow extraditions of 
suspects to mainland China. This 
would allow China to target politi-
cal opponents in Hong Kong.

But the movement now has much 
wider demands—including more 
democracy and the resignation of 
Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam.

Withdraw 
Lam was forced to suspend the 
law within days of the protests 
 beginning. But she is refusing to 
withdraw it.

Last Friday Lam said, “I don’t 
think we should just make conces-
sions in order to silence the vio-
lent protesters.” But the violence is 
coming from the state. 

Cops said they used 800 tear gas 
canisters on Monday of last week 
alone. 

Between then and 9 August they 
said they had arrested 420 people 
between the ages of 14 and 76 and 
used over 160 rubber bullets.

One placard during last Friday’s 
airport occupation read, “All 
you can eat tear gas available in  

13 districts.” Canisters show that 
some of the gas was manufactured 
by British firm Chemring at a Derby 
factory. Britain has licensed sales 
of arms and security equipment 
worth £9.4 million to Hong Kong 
since 2014.

In June former foreign secre-
tary Jeremy Hunt promised to stop 
exports of tear gas to Hong Kong. 

Arms 
Yet the Tories have now invited a 
delegation from Hong Kong to an 
arms fair in London next month. 

Meanwhile Hong Kong’s rulers 
are panicking about profits. Lam 
denounced the “huge damage” the 
protests have caused the economy. 

The authorities are trying to scare 
protesters into backing down—and 
to divide them between so-called 
“violent” activists and “misguided” 
citizens.

Workers took part in Hong Kong’s 
first general strike in half a century 
last week. It caused widespread dis-
ruption. China has since threatened 
to intervene in what it is calling 
Hong Kong’s “colour revolution”. 

Protests and strikes have got the 
authorities on the run. The best 
response to their threats is to esca-
late them.

Stand With Hong Kong protest. 
Saturday 17 August, 1.30pm, Trafalgar 
Square, central London. Go to 8.17 UK 
Solidarity with HK Rally on Facebook

BACK STORY
Mass protests have rocked  
Hong Kong for 10 weeks
lHong Kong’s rulers wanted 
introduce an extradition law 
that would make it easier for the 
Chinese government to deport 
political opponents
lProtesters forced the 
government to suspend the bill 
and now want it fully withdrawn 
lChina has run Hong Kong as an 
automous region since 1997
lBritain had ruled Hong Kong as 
a colony since 1841 

ZIMBABWE 

Five million on the brink of starvation 
MORE THAN five million people 
in Zimbabwe face hunger or 
starvation, according to the 
United Nations (UN).

The situation is due to a 
deadly combination of climate 
change and the Zimbabwean 
regime’s free market shock 
policies.

Zimbabwe is suffering from 
one of its worst droughts due 
to “El Nino”—a natural weather 
pattern intensified by global 
warming. The drought slashed 
maize production by 50 percent 
and led to low water levels 
in the Zambezi River. This hit 
production at the Kariba South 
hydroelectric power plant, 

causing rolling blackouts since 
March.

Bosses have used the crisis 
to keep wages down—even as 
prices for basic commodities rise. 

At the Stanbic Bank workers 
warned in June that they would 
have to start sleeping at work 
from Mondays to Saturday. 

A letter to bosses said, “The 
majority are now no longer able 
to pay for transport to and from 
work. Those able are not able to 
buy lunch and in most days work 
without eating anything.”

The impact of the drought has 
come on top of the president 
Emmerson Mnangagwa’s 
austerity drive. 

PALESTINE  

Israeli cops fire tear gas at worshippers 
ISRAELI POLICE attacked 
tens of thousands 
Palestinian worshippers 
in East Jerusalem last 
Sunday on Eid  
al-Adha, one of the most 
important religious days 
for Muslims.

Cops fired tear gas 
and rubber bullets into 
the crowd at the Al Aqsa 
mosque. The site of the 
mosque, holy to Muslims 
and Jews, is a focus 

for groups that want to 
assert Israeli control over 
the occupied city.

At least 61 Palestinians 
were injured during the 
police attack, with  
15 taken to hospital. 

The cops attacked 
after Palestinians 
resisted an attempt by 
hundreds of Israelis to 
storm the compound 
containing the mosque. 

The site of the mosque 

is run by authorities 
in Jordan after Israel 
invaded East Jerusalem 
in 1967. But in practice 
Israeli forces control 
access to the site. 

Right wing Israeli 
settler groups—
backed by some in the 
government—want to 
take control of the site. 
They frequently stage 
attempts to enter the site 
to provoke Palestinians. 

ALL FLIGHTS at Hong Kong airport are grounded as thousands join protest 

President Emmerson Mnangagwa dines
well while people starve

An Israeli cop outside the 
Al Aqsa mosque 
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Drones show 
true EU face
I READ your article on 
how new drones were 
helping to oust migrants 
(Socialist Worker, 7 
August). 

It’s so frustrating that 
Remainers maintain the 
idea of the European 
Union as an anti-racist 
force while it promotes 
evil like this. 

Grant Scott
On Facebook

HS2 will mean 
loss of nature
HS2 IS an environmental 
disaster. 

The plan to plant a 
tree for every one they 
cut down doesn’t replace 
the biodiversity of the 
forests they will destroy. 

Gin Putland
On Facebook

Well done to 
NHS strikers
I READ about the 
hospital workers in 
Bradford who are staging 
a two-week strike against 
NHS privatisation 
(Socialist Worker online, 
1 August). 

Well done to those 
wonderful people.

We create the wealth 
and profits and we 
shouldn’t bow down to 
them and just wipe the 
floor of the rich bosses. 

Cahit Cetinkaya
On Facebook

Keep up the 
good work
GOOD TO read about 
the brilliant anti-fascist 
demo against Tommy 
Robinson in London last 
week. 

It can only give 
confidence to fight 
against this nasty right 
wing Boris Johnson 
government that has 
no mandate from the 
electorate.

Let’s keep this up.
Robbie Williams

Haverfordwest

Bosses cook 
up food profits
I READ last week that 
food companies want the 
government to suspend 
laws that stop companies 
“working together.”

They claim they want 
to be able to sort out 
food shortages in the 
event of a no-deal Brexit. 

But they’re not fooling 
me, I know bosses just 
want to protect their 
profits. 

Janet Dyer
East London

Just a 
thought...

Thousands came together 

A day of community pride in Govanhill
AROUND 4,000 people 
attended the Govanhill 
Carnival last Saturday as 
part of the Govanhill 
International Festival in 
Glasgow. 

Govanhill represents one 
of the most culturally 
diverse areas in Britain, 
with over 40 different 
nationalities and 60 
different languages.

The festival first began 
three years ago, and was 
organised in response to a 
rise in racism in the local 
area. 

Roma people were often 
the target. I remember 
witnessing violent police 

raids on the homes of Roma 
families.

Last Saturday, I saw a 
very different picture—the 
wonderfully diverse people 
of Govanhill gathered in 
their thousands at Queens 
Park to march together. 
The parade also included 

local LGBT+ and women’s 
groups, Extinction 
Rebellion, and a Love Music 
Hate Racism float. 

One reveller said, “I’ve 
lived in this area for over 
40 years, never have I seen 
such an incredible display 
of community pride and 
unity.”

The festival is an 
example of how increased 
anti-racist activity has 
united and strengthened 
our community against the 
real criminals. It showed 
what is possible when we 
come together.

Lorna McKinnon
Glasgow

Remember 
Marikana
IN THE afternoon of  
16 August 1819 at St 
Peter’s Field, Manchester, 
the authorities slaughtered 
at least 17 working class 
people and left hundreds 
more injured. 

They were peacefully 
protesting for their rights.

In the afternoon of  
16 August 2012 at 
Marikana, South Africa, the 
authorities slaughtered  
34 striking miners and left 
hundreds injured. 

They were peacefully 
protesting for their rights.

At Marikana, of the dead 
miners 16 were shot in the 
back. Four were shot in the 
back of the head. Most 
were shot with machine 
gun rifles.

At 8am, long before the 
slaughter, Colonel Klassens 
telephoned the Marikana 
mortuary and ordered  
four mortuary vans each 
capable of holding eight 
bodies.

And at 8.30am the 
provincial chief of police 
said at a press conference, 
“This strike stops today.”

The chief of police was 
ably assisted by the now 
president of South Africa, 
Cyril Ramaphosa, who was 
at the time a director of the 
Lonmin mining company. 

They were refusing to 
pay a living wage to the 
miners. Ramaphosa 
instructed ministers that 
the strikers were criminals 
and urged that action be 
taken against them.

Lonmin, in an email to a 
government minister, called 
for the “full might of the 
state to be brought to bear” 
on the strikers.

As of 16 August 2019 no 
one will have languished in 
jail for these murders.

Jim Nichol
Lawyer to the families of Marikana

The terrible legacy of 
the old British Empire
BRITISH colonialism stinks. 
Not just historically, but the 
stench and implications 
resonate down to modern 
times. 

Numerous conflicts we 
are seeing now can be 
traced back to the times 
when Britain had an 
empire. 

Not only are there riots 
in Hong Kong but a conflict 
looks likely in Kashmir.

The British colonial tactic 
of “divide and rule” in India 
is at the root of the 
numerous wars between 
India and Pakistan. 

We have to ask the 
mainstream British media 
and political establishment 
that the curse of British 
colonialism be recognised 
for what it is.

The lesson people should 
learn from history is that no 
colonial system can be 
excused—irrespective of 
whether it was British or 
otherwise. 

They have to stop 
sweeping it under the 
carpet and a full apology 
and historic accountability 
should begin now.

Name and address supplied 

Change the whole system, 
not what’s on your plate
THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL Panel 
on Climate Change released a report 
on humans, land use and a changing 
climate last week. 

Much of the mainstream media 
focused on the elements of the report 
that looked at the meat industry. 

“Plant-based diet can fight climate 
change,” said one BBC headline. 

And the Guardian newspaper said 
that, cutting meat consumption 
“could play a big role in tackling 
climate crisis”. 

The media said that less meat 
consumption would cut back on food 
waste. But it’s capitalist food 
production that produces waste at 
every stage of the process. 

I’m a vegan, but I think it’s good 
that Extinction Rebellion and other 

groups haven’t demanded that 
everyone go vegan.

The first thing to say is that it 
takes the blame away from fossil fuel 
companies—which are without 
doubt the main cause of global 
warming. 

When it comes to fighting climate 
change we have to take on the big 
industries, not pressure everyone to 
go vegan. 

And discussions around veganism 
often don’t address wider questions 
around diet and food production.

For instance, how much fossil 
fuels are used for farming, how 
much water it takes to grow almond 
trees, or destruction of land and soil 
erosion. 

Industrial farming is a massive 

problem, and makes a huge 
constribution to greenhouse gases.

Just advocating a vegan diet 
doesn’t take up these questions.

We need to confront the big 
reason we’re facing the current crisis 
that we are—the use of dirty energy.

The need to make a profit has led 
to a system where capitalism 
depends on fossil fuels. 

Focusing on individuals’ dietary 
choices obscures the need to make a 
clean break with fossil fuel 
companies.

They’re the reason for climate 
crisis—and unless we fight them 
we’ve got no hope of fighting 
ecological crisis.

Jasmine Fischer
North London



 FRONTEX
FORTRESS EUROPE’S 
RACIST BORDER FORCE

As the European Union pours tens of millions of pounds 
into keeping refugees out, uncovered hidden documents 
reveal the violence it metes out at its borders. 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans says border force Frontex is the 
true, ugly face of the EU

F
ROM ITS sinister-looking 
headquarters in Warsaw, 
Poland, Frontex hunts 
down refugees trying to 
make it to safety in Europe. 
It has made the politicians’ 

goal of creating a “Fortress Europe” 
into a reality.

Frontex runs a sprawling network 
of barbed wire, border guards and war 
planes and ships along the European 
Union’s (EU) external border.

Frontex has received part of a 
£95 million investment by the EU 
into drones to locate refugee boats. 
The drones include models that were 
developed by Israeli arms companies 
to monitor Palestinians trapped in 
the Gaza Strip. 

This means that the EU won’t have 
to rescue refugees, and can get on 
with the job of stopping them coming 
into Europe. 

Surveillance from satellites, drones 
and aircraft allows the EU border 
agency to pin-point refugee boasts. 

Once a surveillance drone spots a 
boat, the Warsaw HQ can inform the 
Libyan coast guard. The coastguard 
then picks them up and forces them 
back to Libya where they risk slave 
auctions, sexual abuse and torture.

This is the frontline of the EU’s war 
on refugees.

Frontex coordinates the border 
agencies of EU member states. It 
focuses on choke points, where refu-
gees try to make it into Europe. 

These include the Mediterranean 
Sea and at the EU’s land border in 
Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania and 
Greece, where razor wire separates 

the EU from the rest of world. Its 
budget and powers have grown 
immensely since 2015 (see graph). 
And the EU’s rulers agreed in April 
to build a permanent force of 10,000 
armed border guards by 2027.

In 2015 the main route for refugees 
was across from Turkey to Greece, 
then through Serbia and Hungary. 
Once in Hungary, they could make 
their way north towards Germany, 
France and Britain. 

But the EU’s rulers signed a deal 
with the Turkish regime of Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan in 2016. This made 
it easier to deport refugees caught in 
Greece back to Turkey in exchange 
for £5 billion. 

Anyone who was deported to 
Turkey was placed at the back of the 
queue for asylum seeker applications. 

But rather than deterring refu-
gees, the deal forced them to take 
far more dangerous routes across the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

One refugee from Sudan, who 
we’ve named Ameen, made the per-
ilous journey from Libya to Italy in 
December 2017. “We were about 100 
or so in the boat—children, women 
and men,” he told Socialist Worker.

“It was a small plastic boat and we 
could hear the crashing of waves on 
the side.”

Ameen said it was “very difficult” to 
make the journey. “But I had no other 
option,” he explained, “everything in 
Libya is so dangerous. Somebody can 
take you and ask for thousands and 
thousands of dollars to set you free. 

“In Libya they can take you as a 
slave to work on a farm, then shoot 

you if you try to escape.” Ameen said 
that he was “lucky enough” to be 
picked up by a Spanish rescue ship, 
which docked in Sicily. 

The EU launched “Operation 
Sophia” in response to the refugee 
crisis in 2015. While it rescued refu-
gees from the sea, it was a military-
led operation that aimed to deter 
them from coming to Europe. 

One of its roles was destroying the 
wooden fishing boats used by refu-
gees in Libya, which forced thousands 

to rely on more fragile ones. This 
didn’t deter refugees from coming—
it simply made the route deadlier.

This is what the EU’s border policy 
means. The reason why so many refu-
gees feel they have to face the dan-
gers of the Mediterranean in the first 
place is because Frontex made land 
crossings so hazardous. 

The Returns Network, a group of 
investigative journalists, published 
documents last week that give an 
insight into the behaviour of land 

Can the European 
Union be reformed ?
MANY LEFT wing and liberal 
politicians who support the EU 
are calling for greater oversight of 
Frontex. 

But Frontex isn’t just a bad 
policy decision that needs more 
transparency—it’s a reflection of 
the very nature of the EU itself.

The EU is a bloc of capitalist 
countries, formed to allow its 
members to compete with bigger 
rivals on the world market. 

This means they want fewer 
barriers to profit-making within 
the EU.

It also means strictly 
controlling what gets into the EU 
from the rest of the world—and 
that includes people.

The Schengen Agreement 
introduced passportless travel 
and open borders between EU 
member states, facilitating the 
free movement of labour.  

But the EU also wants to keep 
a tight control over who’s allowed 
into this area.

So the flipside of the Schengen 
Agreement is the barbed wire and 
border controls of 
Fortress Europe.

Really challenging 
Frontex and its 
brutal border 
regime means 
confronting the EU 
itself.

border forces directed by Frontex. 
Internal Frontex documents 

obtained by the journalists talk of 
“excessive use of force” and “mis-
treatment”—as one incident from 
the Hungarian border in 2016 shows. 

It involved a group of Afghan 
nationals—ten unaccompanied chil-
dren aged ten to 17 years old and two 
adults aged 25 to 31 years old. 

The group had been “sitting in the 
woods near the waiting area in front 
of the transit zone” in between the 
villages of Hogros and Roske. They 
was preparing to make their way into 
Hungary from Serbia. 

“A group of Hungarian police 
officers, 13 to 14 persons, in blue 
uniforms noticed them in the woods 
and opened the gate to release one of 
their two dogs on them,” the incident 
report details. 

“The dog started biting them, and 
three of them were bitten. 

“Then, all the policemen entered 
Serbian territory through the gate 
and started pepper-spraying the 
group and beating them with batons.” 

All ten managed to run away, but 
the police officers set off flares in the 
night sky. When the Afghans tried to 
leave the forest, police set loose the 
dogs who chased them to the edge of 
a road on Serbian territory. 

The group tried to scatter, but was 
caught. 

One Afghan gave a testimony 
to the UN High Commission for 
Refugees, which submitted the com-
plaint to Frontex. “Reportedly, police 
officers pepper-sprayed them in their 
faces and mouths,” it says.  “After he 

had fainted, the first thing he remem-
bers is someone from the group was 
pulling him to the forest.” 

Another incident report shows 
this wasn’t a one-off—and what can 
happen when a refugee is caught. 
“The Hungarian police came up to 
him, emptied his pockets and beat 
him,” it describes.

The refugee said that “Hungarian 
police stole 150 euros from him 
which he had in his pockets. And they 
added that “the same thing happened 
to other migrants crossing the border 
at that same time”.

Frontex is the nightmarish real-
ity of where the EU is heading—an 
increasingly militarised regional 
block that persecutes refugees.

As more refugees flee climate 
change, poverty and war, the EU’s 
solution is to throw up more barriers.

Our solution is to break the border 
open and let people in.
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How the Frontex budget grew

Frontex headquarters

Salvini pushes racism 
on the campaign trail
FAR RIGHT Italian deputy prime 
minister Matteo Salvini pushed 
Italy further to the right on 
immigration last week.

Parliament passed a security 
bill that threatens the captains of 
migrant rescue vessels with fines 
of up to £920,000 if they enter 
Italy’s ports without permission.

The measure means that the 
skippers of NGO vessels who 
rescue asylum seekers in the 
Mediterranean will be arrested 
and their vessels impounded.

That is a dramatic increase on 
the existing £45,000 fine, which 
was introduced in a previous 
security bill passed 
in December. That 
bill increased raids 
on migrants’ 
accommodation and 
made some 40,000 
migrants lose their 
immigration status.

The new bill 
also gives added 
repressive powers 
to the police.

A threatened 
rebellion by 
members of 
the Five Star 

Movement, Salvini’s coalition 
partner, failed to materialise. 

“More power to the forces of 
order, more border controls, more 
officers,” Salvini tweeted .

His security decrees have been 
criticised by the Council of Europe 
and the United Nations.

Salvini has made racism and 
attacking migrants from North 
Africa one of his main priorities 
since coming to office last 
summer. 

He demands that the EU 
takes an even more aggressive 
response to refugees than its 
current policy.

And if he manages to force snap 
elections in Italy, he will make 
sure it is dominated by racism.

Salvini is holding a series of 
rallies around beach resorts in 

southern Italy. 
His first act was to 

referring to a woman 
who opposed him as a 
“zingaraccia”—dirty 
Gypsy. He used it to 
announce from the stage 

that the Roma camp 
the women lived 

in would be 
bulldozed.

BRITAIN
Tories ensure Royal 
Navy plays a deadly 
role in the Med 
BRITAIN DOESN’T play a big role 
in Frontex because it opted out of 
the EU’s Schengen Area. 

But Britain still finds ways of 
chipping in to Fortress Europe to 
keep refugees out. 

The Royal Navy has been 
part of operations in the 
Mediterranean. And those 
refugees who manage to make it 
across the Mediterranean, face 
more brutality and destitution on 
the continent. 

This includes around 1,000 
people who are trapped at 
Britain’s border in Calais in 
northern France. 

Former prime minister Theresa 
May and French president 
Emmanuel Macron signed a 
multimillion pound border 
agreement in January 2018.

Relocate
Britain stumped up £45 million 
to beef up security in Calais, 
including new fences and 
surveillance equipment. And the 
states agreed to relocate refugees 
from French port towns to further 
inland, making it harder for them 
to reach Britain. 

Ameen, a Sudanese refugee, 
said, “When I reached Paris, the 
authorities didn’t want me there. 
They punish you. They abuse you. 

“They gave me more than 
three appointments to discuss my 
asylum case, but nothing came 
of it. 

“So I had to go to Belgium, but 
the police caught me and made 
me leave.” 

Ameen then lived in the 
makeshift refugee settlements 
around Calais, before making it to 
Britain in the back of a lorry. 

In northern France refugees 
face constant harassment by the 
cops. “When the police catch you, 
they put you in the centre,” said 
Ameen. 

“I have been in detention twice 
on the border, once in Dunkirk 
and once in Calais. 

“I was scared because some 
people get sent back to Sudan.” 

Whether its Fortress Europe 
or Fortress Britain, the system of 
repression will stay regardless of 
whether Britain leaves the EU on 
31 October.

Italian League party boss Matteo Salvini

REFUGEES TRYING to reach 
Europe from Libya struggle with a 
sinking boat (above)
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Scottish independence—
what do we say about 
class and nation?
Mon 19 Aug, 6pm, 
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
Boris, Brexit and 
bluster—how do we 
kick out the Tories?
Thu 22 Aug, 7pm, 
Room 302, The Civic,
Hanson St,S70 2HZ
BIRMINGHAM
Stop Modi’s repression—
how can Kashmir be free?
Wed 21 Aug, 7pm, 
The Church at Carrs Lane,
Carrs Ln,B4 7SX
BOLTON
Stop Modi’s repression— 
how can Kashmir be free?
Wed 28 Aug, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),BL1 1DY
BRISTOL
Ireland—why we 
say no border
Thu 22 Aug, 7.30pm, 
YHA,14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
The violence of austerity
Wed 21 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
A Rebel’s Guide to 
Alexandra Kollontai
Wed 21 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Rebellions, disobedience 
and arrests—what is 
the role of the police?
Thu 22 Aug, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Trump and imperialism—
could he start a 
war with Iran?
Thu 29 Aug, 8pm, 
Oyster Room, Hythe 
Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive, CO1 2FG
COVENTRY
Socialism or barbarism—the 
legacy of Rosa Luxemburg
Wed 21 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln, CV1 5RF
DUNDEE
Catalonia and its 
lessons for Scotland’s 
independence movement
Wed 21 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,DD1 1LL

EDINBURGH
Campaign for Scottish 
independence—
how can it win?
Wed 21 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Strathie,
17 Iona St, EH6 8SG
GLASGOW
Scottish independence—
what do we say about 
class and nation?
Thu 22 Aug, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,33-44 King St,
Merchant City, G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
Women’s oppression 
and the media
Wed 21 Aug, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP
HULL
Why is capitalism 
addicted to plastic?
Thu 22 Aug, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
US elections—Trump 
and imperialism
Thu 22 Aug, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,Lancaster 
LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Why is capitalism 
addicted to plastic?
Thu 22 Aug, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore Education 
Centre,2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LIVERPOOL
The sixth mass extinction 
—capitalism and the 
biodiversity crisis
Thu 22 Aug, 7pm, 
The Tapestry,
68-76 Kempston St, L3 8HL
LONDON: HACKNEY
Too many people? The 
myth of overpopulation
Thu 22 Aug, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd,
E5 0PU

LONDON: HARINGEY
Is our diet destroying 
the planet?
Wed 21 Aug, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd), N15 3QH
LONDON: NEWHAM
Repression and resistance 
—where next for the 
Sudanese revolution?
Wed 21 Aug, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove ,E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Rebellions, disobedience 
and arrests—what is 
the role of the police?
Wed 21 Aug, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd, Brixton,
SW2 1EP
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Sex and sexuality in the 
era of Love Island
Wed 21 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Forum,
10 Shacklewell St,E2 7EG

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Stop Modi’s repression—
how can Kashmir be free?
Wed 21 Aug, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,E17 6QQ
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
Sex and sexuality in the 
era of Love Island
Thu 22 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
The Peterloo Massacre—
the fight for democracy 
and freedom
Wed 21 Aug, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,M2 5NS
NORWICH
Labour and antisemitism
Wed 21 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,NR2 2SA

OXFORD
Trump and imperialism—
could he start a 
war with Iran?
Thu 22 Aug, 7pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,
OX1 1BX
PORTSMOUTH
Can we build a sustainable 
socialist society?
Wed 21 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Do genes determine 
behaviour?
Thu 22 Aug, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St,
S1 2JB
TELFORD
System change not 
climate change
Wed 21 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Stop Modi’s repression—
how can Kashmir be free?
Wed 28 Aug, 7.15pm, 
Light House,
Suite 16, Chubb Bldg,
Fryer St, 
WV1 1HT
YORK
What are the roots 
of racism?
Wed 21 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

GLASGOW
Marxism in Scotland 2019—
ideas to change the world
Sat 9 Nov, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephens Centre,
260 Bath St,
G2 4JP

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

KENT
Thu 22 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
Chatham,ME4 4BP

LONDON: KINGSTON
Thu 29 Aug, 6.30pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East,
KT1 2PT

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Wed 21 Aug, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH

SCARBOROUGH
Wed 21 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ

SWANSEA
Thu 29 Aug,  
7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

China and the impact of the Hong 
Kong resistance 

PROTESTERS SHIELD themselves from teargas fired by cops 

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE.  020 7637 1848 bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

System Change  
Not Climate Change 
edited by Martin Empson 
£8

This is not a Drill
By Extinction Rebellion 
£8

Eating Tomorrow
By Timothy Wise 
£24

A Redder Shade 
of Green
By Ian Angus, £17.99

Too Many People?
By Ian Angus and 
Simon Butler, £13.99
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Toni Morrison—a powerful writer and commentator
OBITUARY
TONI MORRISON
1931—2019

TONI MORRISON, one 
of the greatest writers of 
the 21st century, died last 
week.

Morrison was the first 
female African-American 
recipient of the Nobel 
Prize in literature. 

In her acceptance 
lecture in 1993, Morrison 
said “Oppressive language 
does more than represent 
violence—it is violence. 

“Does more than 

represent the limits of 
knowledge—it limits 
knowledge.” 

Morrison grew up in 
Ohio during the Great 
Depression. 

She made the move to 
New York 30 years later, 
where she was a single 
parent to two children. 

It was then she began 
to write. “Writing was 
something for me to do 
in the evenings, after the 
children were asleep,” she 
said. 

Morrison gave life to an 
aspect of American reality 
often ignored, particularly 

through her nuanced 
discussions of race and 
the experiences of black 
women. 

One her most famous 
quotes is, “If there’s a 
book that you want to 
read, but it hasn’t been 
written yet, then you must 
write it.” 

She did just that. 
All of Morrison’s 

books are worth reading. 
Beloved is one of the 
greatest works of 
experimental fiction of all 
time. 

It is a powerful 
exploration of slavery, 

racism and what it means 
to be a woman. 

Her writing is bold, 
startling, sensitive and 
beautiful. 

It should bring joy 
that after many awards 
Morrison’s works are on 
school reading lists across 
the world.

Toni Morrison was a 
fine age at 88. 

But it is a tragic time for 
our world to lose such a 
powerful writer and social 
commentator. 

May her words live on 
long past her years.
Eve R Stone Light

This Way Up—a show that 
can laugh at life’s problems
Channel 4’s new sitcom takes on some weighty subjects. But far from being 
grim, this is a programme full of empathy and humour, writes Sarah Bates
AINE IS an improbably witty and 
enthusiastic English as a foreign 
language teacher with a fantastic 
taste in knitted jumpers.

She’s also recovering from a “teeny 
little nervous breakdown”. That’s 
a point hammered home in the 
 opening scene of this new sitcom, 
which begins as Aine checks out from 
a treatment centre.

Written by and starring stand-
up Aisling Bea, This Way Up takes 
weighty subjects such as suicide, 
racism and mental illness head on.

Aine’s life can appear quite bleak. 
She shares a flat with a couple whose 
loud sex can be heard through the 
thin plywood walls of a London 
hi-rise. 

Her job provides some brilliant 
lines about the reality of lives for 
migrants today. There’s a particularly 
memorable scene where a Bulgarian 
student appears to have been the 
victim of a racist attack. 

And although Aine appears to 
enjoy her career, she takes on a 
second tutoring job because she 
needs the money. 

Captivating
But it’s not 30 minutes of doom and 
gloom. Bea is captivating as Aine, 
and her combination of reckless 
enthusiasm and vulnerability leave 
the viewer rooting for her.

The central relationship in This 
Way Up is between Aine and her 
older sister Shona, played by Sharon 
Horgan. 

Shona is everything Aine isn’t—
rich, organised and coupled up with 
a similarly well-off partner. 

The show—mostly—skilfully side-
steps themes that can taint sitcoms. 

For instance, Shona is embarrassed 
over her childless status at a family 

dinner. But instead of doubling 
down on the dramatic potential, her 
 partner’s parents gracefully apologise 
and welcome her into the family.

It’s refreshing that, although her 
mental health is a theme of This Way 
Up, at no point is Aine simply of a 
manifestation of her diagnosis. Her 
breakdown is treated with empathy 
and—to great effect—humour.  

This is shaped by Bea’s own life, as 

her father died by suicide when she 
was a child. In particular, Bea said 
Aine’s quiet but thoughtful love inter-
est Richard is “absolutely and utterly” 
informed by her father’s suicide.

“The show is about a decision to 
live, and then the after bit of that, 
that’s when the real hard work 
begins,” she said. 

There’s been a rash of programmes 
similar to This Way Up released on 

TV in the last few years. This latest 
offering falls short of the emotional 
depth of Fleabag, or Catastrophe’s 
pace. 

But This Way Up deserves a second 
series—and hopefully Aine’s char-
acter could get the fleshing out she 
deserves.
This Way Up, Channel 4, Thursdays at 
10pm. Full series available at  
channel4.com/on-demand 

AINE’S RECKLESS enthusiasm and vulnerability leaves us rooting for her

Toni Morrison

ART
FAITH RINGGOLD
Serptentine Gallery, central 
London 
Until 8 September 
Free entry 
Go to serpentinegalleries.org
 
AN EXCELLENT exhibition 
of the work of Faith 
Ringgold, an artist, activist 
and children’s author from 
New York, is currently at 
the Serpentine Gallery in 
London. 

Ringgold’s work explores 
racial and sexual inequality 
in the US from the 1960s 
onwards. The exhibition 
includes her powerful posters 
and paintings from the era of 
the Black Power movement. 

In the 1970s she was 

involved in campaigns 
demanding equal gender 
and racial representation in 
exhibitions at galleries. 

Particularly striking are 
her beautiful quilts in a 
series “We came to America” 
which address the forced 
migration of Africans to 
North America as slaves. 

The first of these, showing 
a sea of drowning people 
and a slave ship on fire, has 
strong echoes of migrants 
dying in the Mediterranean 
today. 

Her work is unusual, and 
very political, particularly 
about racial and sexual 
inequality. This exhibition is 
free and is definitely worth 
seeing if you can before it 
finishes next month.
Penny Foskett 

ART 
A NICE CUP OF TEA? 
Installation at the Asmolean 
Musem, Oxford 
Until 22 Mar 2020 
Free entry  
No booking required

A CUP of tea represents 
comfort for many of us. 

But every sip connects us 
to the legacy of the British 
Empire, global trade and 
transatlantic slavery. 

Behind this wealth was 
the brutal exploitation of 
enslaved people producing 
sugar in the West Indies.

Learn about the untold 
stories of empire, trade 
and transatlantic slavery 
through this contemporary 
art installation inspired by 
the Ashmolean’s European 
Ceramics collection.

From ‘We Came To America’
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O
N 14 August 1969 
Harold Wilson, 
t h e n  L a b o u r 
prime minister, 
deployed British 
troops to the 

streets of Northern Ireland. 
He told cabinet colleague 

Roy Hattersley that he hesitated 
because he feared the army 
might not be able to withdraw 
for “weeks or even months”. 

In the event troops withdrew 
in 2007.

The official history of the 
conflict, co-written by General 
Mike Jackson, is Operation 
Banner—An Analys is  Of 
Military Operations In Northern 
Ireland. 

Jackson was second in 
command of the Parachute 
Regiment when it shot dead  
14 unarmed people in 1972 
after a civil rights march in 
Derry on Bloody Sunday. 

He was later to command 
British forces during the inva-
sion of Iraq.

According to that official 
history, and what passes for 
thinking in many media articles, 
the conflict in Northern Ireland 
was about two warring tribes. 
This says British soldiers had to 
keep Catholics and Protestants 
apart for their own sakes.

In reality the occupation of 
Northern Ireland was brutal, 
repressive and murderous. Far 
from keeping warring tribes 
apart, it was a colonial military 
occupation.

Britain denied it was at war 
while it fought a decades-long, 
brutal counter-insurgency. 

M i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e 
recruited, trained and armed 
Loyalist murder gangs in 
Northern Ireland, ordering them 
to carry out assassinations.

In 1969, refugees were pour-
ing into southern Ireland from 
working class nationalist areas 
of Belfast and Derry. They were 
fleeing state-backed pogroms. 

The southern Irish govern-
ment moved Irish troops up to 
the border. 

Invade
Some of those facing the vio-
lence of the Northern Irish state 
hoped they would invade. But 
their actions were more likely 
aimed at making sure the trou-
ble stayed in the North.

A Civil Rights Movement of 
marches and civil disobedience 
was met with repression. 

People called for minor 
changes, such as one person, 
one vote in local government, a 
points system for housing and 
the outlawing of job discrimi-
nation. The Northern Ireland 

government resisted these 
demands with batons.

Unable to reform, the 
Northern Ireland government 
called up the Ulster Special 
Constabulary. This was a part 
time force of thugs made up 
entirely of Protestants. 

Since 1922, when Ireland 
was partitioned, Northern 
Ireland had been governed by a 
devolved parliament, modelled 
on Westminster but sitting at 
Stormont in Belfast. 

Stormont had the power 
to legislate over nearly every 
aspect of Northern Irish domes-
tic life. Foreign policy and some 
central taxes remained the pre-
serve of Westminster. 

Discrimination
The Ulster Unionist Party 
was  in  government  for  
50 years. Northern Ireland 
was a one-party state, operat-
ing an institutionalised form of 
discrimination.

Emergency law and order 
legislation was normalised as 
a tool to be used against the 
minority nationalist popula-
tion. Nationalist and republican 
marches, publications—includ-
ing left wing publications—
and emblems were frequently 
banned. 

The Northern Irish police 
force ,  the  Royal  Uls ter 
Constabulary (RUC), was 
armed—unlike any other 
B r i t i sh  fo r ce—and  was  
overwhelmingly Protestant and 
Unionist. 

There was open discrimi-
nation against Catholics in 
employment and housing 
allocation, which also deter-
mined the right to vote in local 
elections.

In January 1969 a People’s 
Democracy march from Belfast 
to Derry was attacked at 
Burntollet Bridge a few 
miles outside Derry. 

It led to rioting and 
sectarian attacks by the 
police on the people of 
the Catholic Bogside area 
in Derry.

Following the “Free 
Berkeley” slogan of student 
protesters in the US, the bar-
ricaded zone was dubbed 
“Free Derry”. 

People put up barri-
cades to defend themselves, 

then took them down. By 
August they were reinstated  
following an attack by the RUC 
and members of the Protestant 
Apprentice Boys, one of the 
Protestant Loyal Orders.

As Derry socialist Eamonn 
McCann recorded, “Barricades 
went up all around the area, 
open-air petrol bomb facto-
ries were established, dumpers 
hijacked from a building site 
were used to carry stones to 
the front.”

The reasonable demands for 
an end to discrimination were 
met with a violent backlash, 
orchestrated by extremists and 
supported by sectarian cops. 

When that force couldn’t 
cope, the British state sent 
troops to prop it up.

Derry was the site of the 
“Battle of the Bogside”. This was 

large-scale rioting in August 
1969 after police and the 
Specials attempted a pogrom 
through the Bogside.

The police lost control of 
the city and, by the third day 
of clashes, the coercive capac-
ity of the Northern Ireland state 
was running out. 

I n  J u l y  a n d  A u g u s t 
1969, some ten people—
eight Catholics and two 
Protestants—were killed. Some  
154 were shot, 745 injured and  
300 treated for the effects of CS 
gas used by the security forces. 

A total of 170 homes were 
destroyed and 417 damaged. 

In Derry, a single dairy 
reported having 43,000 milk 
bottles stolen over a three-day 
period to make petrol bombs.

Nationalist areas bore the 
brunt. According to historian 

Jonathan Bardon, it suffered 
83.5 percent of the damage 
and made up 1,505 of the 1,820 
families who fled their homes.

The state responded with 
more repression, internment 
and massacring civilians in 
Ballymurphy in Belfast and 
on Bloody Sunday in Derry in 
1972.

That led to direct rule from 
Britain. Belfast’s retiring Lord 
Mayor, Sir Joseph Cairns, 
bemoaned the unionist lot. 

Ulster, he said, had been 
cynically betrayed by Britain’s 
policies that had relegated it to 
“the status of a Fuzzy Wuzzy 
colony”.

Troops on the streets and 
repression brought more  
sectarianism. Without organi-
sation looking to mass mobi-
lisation in the North and, 

READ MORE
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 Johnson protects  
 the troops who kill

 ONE OF Boris 
Johnson’s first 
acts as prime 
minister was 

to try and appease 
backers of murderers in 
Northern Ireland.

He created an Office 
for Veterans’ Affairs.

Veterans will be 
represented in the 
cabinet by minister 
Oliver Dowden and 
former soldier Johnny 
Mercer. 

Mercer said Johnson 
has tasked him to 
“end the repeated and 
vexatious pursuit of 
veterans”.

In Northern Ireland, 
Loyalists who want to 
reignite sectarianism 
against Catholics are 
trying to use the issue. 

Here Nazi Tommy 
Robinson likes to show 
his support for our 
boys’ right to kill Irish 
people.

Yet just four soldiers 
have been convicted 
of shooting civilians 
while on duty in 
Northern Ireland in 
circumstances where 
the courts ruled they 
were guilty of murder. 

One conviction was 
overturned on appeal.

All four were freed 
after five years of their 
life sentences. 

All were allowed to 
rejoin the British army.

A small number 
of killings by British 

soldiers are being 
investigated. The vast 
majority are not. 

In the early 1970s, 
an illegal agreement 
existed between 
senior army and police 
officers. It meant that 
soldiers involved in 
fatal incidents were 
rarely interviewed by 
police officers or by 
military police. Where 
they were, soldiers lied 
and faked evidence.

In March defence 
secretary Gavin 
Williamson guaranteed 
that all soldiers will be 
entitled to retain their 
own lawyers “without 
limit of time or cap on 
expenditure” for any 
investigation. 

The soldiers will not 
be means tested nor 
required to contribute 
to their own legal costs. 

That generosity 
has not applied to 
the victims of British 
soldiers. Their relatives 
are still fighting in a 
raft of cases. 

This includes the 
Ballymurphy Massacre.

The ultimate butchers 
in Northern Ireland 
were the politicians—
Tory and Labour—who 
unleashed the army 
and the death squads it 
backed. 

They, and the 
soldiers who fired the 
bullets, still need to be 
brought to justice.

lWar and an Irish town 
by Eamonn McCann 
£10.99
lcain.ulster.ac.uk 
Online archive resource

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist 
bookshop. Phone 
020 7637 1848 or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

A Labour government sent troops to Northern Ireland 50 years 
ago to prop up a repressive regime, writes Simon Basketter

BRITAIN’S 
IRISH WAR

importantly, South, the space 
of resistance was mostly filled 
with armed struggle against 
Britain.

The Republicans were a tiny 
force in Northern Ireland in 
1968. But their message began 
to connect with thousands who 
faced British army bullets and 
the naked terror campaign of 
Loyalist death squads.

The depth of resistance 
meant that the British state 
could not repress Northern 
Ireland into stability. 

But the repression weakened 
the potential for mass struggle 
that could have ended the sec-
tarian state.

British soldiers propped up 
the sectarian state and poured 
fuel on the fire. Only when 
they left was there the chance 
of peace, if not justice.

Johnny Mercer (left) with Boris Johnson

Troop in Northern Ireland

BRITISH TROOPS behind 
a wire barricade in Derry, 
August 1969 (main). Women 
making petrol bombs (above)

Can rewilding prevent more 
environmental chaos?

Sarah Bates examines 
whether rewilding  
can help stop the  
coming climate 
catastrophe

A DRAMATICALLY changing 
climate is threatening to 
destroy natural ecosystems, 
risks species extinction 
and the collapse of 
complex food webs. 

For some concept of 
“rewilding” is key to a 
sustainable future.

They argue for changing 
landscapes to uncultivated 
states and introducing 
or re-introducing plant 
and animal species 
that should thrive in a 
biodiverse environment. 

A global project of 
reforestation would help 
absorb carbon out of the 
atmosphere and help cool 
the Earth’s temperature. 

A study published in July 
by the Swiss Federal Institute 
of Technology looked at this 
question. It estimated that 
there’s potential for more 
than 500 billion trees planet 
over 0.9 billion hectares of 
continuous forest on Earth.

This would mean an 
increase of more than  
25 percent in forested areas, 
which has the potential to 
cut carbon in the atmosphere 
by about 25 percent. 

Trees also help protect 
against flooding and 
storm surges, by absorbing 
excess water from the 
soil and slowing the 
flood water’s strength as 
it reaches the coast. 

Emissions
And it’s not just in the 
rural areas—in urban 
environments, trees help 
reduce emissions and 
cool the temperature. 

Trees are also critical in 
supporting biodiversity—
the variety and quantity 
of different animal 
and plant species. 

But it’s not simply a case 
of planting more trees—the 
practice of deforestation 
will also need to stop.  

The rate of Amazon 
deforestation has been 
increasing since 2012 and 
under Jair Bolsonaro’s 
presidency has soared to 
the equivalent of one and 

a half football fields every 
minute. The exact cause of 
the deforestation increase 
is unknown, but there are 
concerns that Bolsonaro 
is allowing illegal farming 
and mining in the area. 

It will take time to reap 
the carbon-absorbing benefits 
of rewilding—forests might 
need 70 to 100 years to 
reach full maturity.  And a 
rapidly changing climate  
makes it harder for trees 
to reach maturity—higher 
temperatures and droughts 
will impact on growth. 

It will also have a human 
impact. Agricultural workers 
who depend on farming or 
herding might not be too 
pleased to hear a new forest 
will be planted on their land. 

The questions 
around re-introduction 
of animal species are 
even more complex. 

Some campaigners are 
keen to improve biodiversity, 
eliminate “invasive species” 
and re-introduce once-
native animals such as 
wolves and wild boar to 
British countryside. For 
instance, the Lynx UK 
trust is recommending 

the reintroduction of the 
Eurasian lynx, a wildcat 
that went extinct in Britain 
in the medieval period.

It argues more Eurasian 
lynxes in Scotland would 
help control the spiralling 
Roe deer population and 
bring in cash from tourists.

But local farmers are 
worried about risk to their 
livestock, the species long-
term impact on the local 
area and the suitability 
of the landscape. 

Species
In truth, nobody really knows 
how the Eurasian lynx, or 
any another species, would 
fare if reintroduced today. 

The charity Rewilding 
Britain claims the practise 
means “nature can take care 
of itself”. But rewilding is an 
extension of humans acting 
on their environment—
not a departure from it. 

While rewilding is 
physically possible, under 
capitalism it is not happening. 
As seen in Brazil, the opposite 
—deforestation—is taking 
place. And these ideas are 
nothing new—conservation 
trusts have been fighting 
to rewild pockets of Britain 
for decades. It could form 
a central plank of plans for 
a greener world, but it will 
not tackle the driving force 
behind global warming. 

Capitalism, which is 
structured around using 
and burning fossil fuels, is 
to blame for the unfolding 
climate emergency. Rewilding 
could form part of a plan 
for the future, but will 
amount to nothing unless 
the system that endangers 
us all is overcome.

CAN CATS such as the Eurasian lynx save the planet?

Trees help 
protect against 
flooding and 
storm surges, 
by absorbing 
excess water  

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
ENVIRONMENT
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 Hundreds of migrants seized by US state
by GABBY THORPE

NEARLY 700 immigrants 
were taken on Wednesday 
of last week in the biggest 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (Ice) raid 
since Donald Trump took 
office. Over 600 Ice agents 
swept  s ix  workplaces 
across Mississippi. 

It was the biggest ever day 
of workplace raids in one 
state.

They took place just hours 
before Trump arrived in El 
Paso following a mass shoot-
ing there on 3 August. 

Footage of eleven year old 
Magdalena Gomez Gregorio 
begging for the release of her 
father, who was one of those 
arrested, went viral in the 
hours after the raid. 

The commissioner of the 
Customs and Border Patrol 
Mark Morgan suggested that 
the footage was “shown on 
purpose” to overstate the 
impact of the raids. 

He then went on to accuse 
those taken by Ice of com-
mitting fraud. He said, “They 
also steal identities of US citi-
zens so it is not just a victim-
less crime that’s going on.”

Morgan’s allegations echo 
Trump’s racism. Trump has 
previously said that all Mexi-
can immigrants are rapists 
and criminals. 

And reports have shown 
that he continues to sepa-
rate migrant families at the 
border following demands 
from a federal judge to stop.  

The raids have left some 

Latino people in Mississippi 
too scared to leave their 
houses. Others are struggling 
to locate those who are still 
in custody. 

Around 300 of those 
detained have been released 
after appearing in court. 

But other victims of Ice 
brutality are still detained 
in centres with little food 

or basic hygiene. Protests to 
shut down the detention cen-
tres continue. 

Around 100 demonstrators 
in New York were arrested on 
Saturday after shutting down 
a highway in Manhattan.

Organisers of the pro-
test said, “We demand dig-
nity, respect and permanent  
protection for undocumented 

immigrants.” Protesters have 
said that the Democrats are 
not doing enough to oppose 
the raids. 

Resistance to Trump and 
Ice must come from below for 
any real change to take place. 

With 2020 elect ions 
imminent, the resistance to 
Trump’s racist immigration 
policies must continue.  

DETAINED WORKERS during a raid at a Mississippi chicken processing plant            Picture: uS DePartment of HomelanD Security

Fleeing 
refugees 
blocked
THE UK Border Force 
(UKBF) police intercepted 
a group of refugee boats 
that landed near the Dover 
Western Docks on Friday 
of last week.

Around 50 refugees 
had made the dangerous 
journey across the English 
Channel in the boats, 
which included a canoe. 

Dover Police and HM 
Coastguard were also 
involved in the operation.

The incident came after 
UKBF officials found  
20 refugees on the Kent 
coast last weekend. 

The refugees all 
identified as Iraqi and 
Iranian nationals, who had 
been trapped at Britain’s 
border in Calais.

The only solution is to 
open the border and let 
them in safely.
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How the drive to make profit 
puts limitations on recycling
Most people in Britain recycle—yet staggering amounts of waste go to landfill. That’s because 
the real problem is how capitalism operates, not individual behaviour, writes Gabby Thorpe

 Plastic---a deadly product of fossil fuel capitalism
THE PLASTIC that 
clogs our oceans is 

linked directly to fossil 
fuel capitalism. 

More than  
99 percent of plastics 
are made using 
petrochemicals produced 
from fossil fuels.

Since 1988 just  
100 fossil fuel companies 
have been responsible 
for 71 percent of global 
emissions. 

Capitalism has been 
built on fossil fuels 
and getting rid of them 
today would mean 
enormous financial losses 
for business.  Under 

capitalism production 
is controlled by a tiny 
minority whose main 
interest is to make 
money. 

Ordinary people don’t 
get a say over, for instance, 
what materials are used in 
packaging. 

But a socialist society 
would see real democracy 
and collective  
decision-making. 

It would be able to 
move away from fossil 
fuels completely. 

And it would unleash 
human creativity that 
could develop alternative 
materials and explore 

better ways to deal with 
waste. 

Capitalism is driven by 
profit. That means waste 
and overproduction as 
competing bosses try and 
grab all the market for 
particular products. 

But socialism would 
produce only what was 
needed. 

No amount of recycling 
or re-using plastic bags 
will make up for the 
appalling damage that 
capitalism has wreaked on 
the environment.

We need a socialist 
society to secure the future 
of our planet. 

RECYCLING IS touted as a key 
way to tackle climate change. 

But a staggering 91 percent of plas-
tic waste isn’t recycled, according to a 
study published last December. 

Instead it is dumped or burned, 
causing more pollution. 

Up to 12.7 million tonnes of plastic 
ends up in the ocean each year. It is 
estimated that by 2050 plastic in the 
ocean will outweigh sea life.  

Governments regularly encour-
age us to recycle—and around  
75 percent of people in Britain and 
the US do so. So why is it making so 
little difference? 

One problem is the difficulty of 
recycling plastic. A majority of coun-
cils in Britain don’t have the infra-
structure needed to correctly recycle 
all the different types of plastic. 

Many products are made up of low 
grade plastic—such as microwave 
meal packaging—and this is more 
difficult and costly to recycle. 

As a result plastic is sent abroad, 
where it ends up in landfill. 

China, previously a top importer of 
plastic waste, last year declared that 
it will not take any more “foreign rub-
bish”. It was an attempt to clean up 
China’s own environment. 

Opportunity
Some bosses in Malaysia saw an 
opportunity to profit from this, and 
set up their own recycling businesses. 

But Malaysia is now overrun—and 
the state is clamping down on “ille-
gal” recycling units that are generat-
ing more pollution.

In the Malaysian town of Jenjarom 
illegal recycling plants have left 
19,000 tonnes of rubbish in landfill. 

Some recycling firms there have 
burned types of plastic that couldn’t 
be easily processed and re-sold.

Malaysia has now joined China, 
saying it will return 450 tonnes of 
toxic plastic waste to the countries 
that it came from. 

But poor infrastructure isn’t the 
main reason why recycling isn’t work-
ing out. The real problem is profit.

In the case of plastic, different 
types have different values. Some can 
be recycled and reused quite cheaply, 
whereas others cannot. For firms that 
buy mixed plastic in bulk, it’s cheaper 

to burn or dump less valuable plastics 
than to recycle it.

And for recycling to really make 
the impact needed to save the planet, 
recycled materials would have to 
completely replace new ones in 
manufacturing. 

But it is a lot cheaper for businesses 
to manufacture new plastics than to 
invest in the technologies needed to 
recycle old ones. And while we are 
lectured about the need to recycle, 

businesses produce far more waste 
than individuals.

Almost all plastics are made from 
petrochemicals that come from fossil 
fuels. Capitalism remains committed 
to these dirty fuels (see below).

We should demand that more plas-
tic is recycled. 

But to make a real difference to the 
environment, we need to get rid of 
a society where profit comes before 
the planet.

Don’t fall 
for Tory 
greenwash

A CHANNEL 4 
investigation into 

plastic bags exposed 
another bit of 
government 
greenwashing last week. 

Sales of plastic bags 
at major retailers has 
reportedly dropped by 
90 percent following 
the 5p bag charge 
introduced in 2015. 

But “bags for life” are 
not included in these 
figures. 

Production
A bag for life is much 
thicker, and uses more 
plastic in its production, 
than a disposable 
carrier bag. 

It is designed to be 
reused. But the average 
household still buys 44 
bags for life per year. 

Some 1.1 billion 
5p plastic bags are 
still being sold. And 
a reusable cotton bag 
must be used over 100 
times to cancel the 
environmental damage 
done by a single use 
plastic bag. 

Discarded plastic is clogging up our oceans

RECYCLING IS popular—so why doesn’t it have more impact?  Picture: Meriwether Lewis eLeMentary schooL/FLickr
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Whose 
waste is it?
lGovernment figures 
estimate that Britain 
produced 41.1 million 
tonnes of commercial 
and industrial waste in 
2016

lSupermarkets in 
Britain are thought to 
produce 800,000 tonnes 
of plastic every year

lA study in June found 
that nearly half of it 
can’t be easily recycled
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Protests over new 
contracts at Asda
HUNDREDS OF Asda 
supermarket workers were 
set to protest against new 
contracts in Leeds on 
Wednesday.  

The GMB union said that 
workers could be sacked and 
reemployed if they don’t sign 
the new contract in early 
November. 

It said that workers 
would not be paid for any 
breaks and will have to work 
weekends and bank holidays.

Justin Bowden, GMB 
national officer, said, “In 
the boardroom it may be all 
about the bottom line.

“But out in the stores this 
is about real people’s lives 
being pulled apart with often 
devastating consequences.”

Cement event at 
Harland and Wolff
AROUND 150 former 
employees gathered at the 
gates of Harland and Wolff 
shipyard in Belfast last 
Sunday. 

With mixed emotions the 
“auld hands” lined up to 
place their palms in trays of 
setting concrete, celebrating 
the “hands that built the 
shipyard”. 

The event was part of 
the ongoing occupation to 
save jobs at the yard, with 
administrators continuing to 
explore bids for the company.

Some 120 workers are 
currently laid off.

Gatwick workers 
win over pay 
A STRIKE by security guards 
at London Gatwick airport 
was called off after bosses 
put forward an improved offer. 

The Unite union members 
had planned to walk out for a 
48-hour strike from Saturday 
of last week. 

Outsourcer ICTS has made 
a commitment to be the first 
fully-accredited living wage 
employer at the airport. 

Edinburgh bus 
workers celebrate
WORKERS ON Lothian Buses 
in Edinburgh have officially 
ended their dispute after 
management agreed to new 
proposals. 

The 1,700 Unite union 
members were fighting 
for improvements in the 
workplace culture. They have 
won the appointment of an 
independent officer from 
Edinburgh council to address 
management behaviour and 
other workplace issues. 

Ballot at Greenwich 
university cafes 
THE UNITED Voices of the 
World union has announced 
that it will ballot workers at 
Greenwich University’s cafes 
in south London.  

They are fighting for 
the London living wage of 
£10.55 an hour and union 
recognition.

Workers at St Mungo’s 
resist race to bottom
by SARAH BATES 

AROUND 500 workers at the 
St Mungo’s homeless charity 
are balloting for strikes over 
attacks on their jobs and 
the service they provide.

The Unite union members 
are based at offices in London, 
Bristol, Brighton and the South 
East of England. 

A St Mungo’s worker in 
Brighton told Socialist Worker 
that bosses’ attacks mean “they 
are ripping up the agreements 
with the union”. 

Bosses want to increase the 
number of junior staff at some 
workplaces from 25 percent to 
50 percent. 

The worker said, “This will 

mean that project workers will 
be replaced by less experienced 
staff. 

“St Mungo’s claim it’s 
because people aren’t applying 
for jobs, but we know that’s 
not the case.

“This is a race to the 
bottom, and will mean 

redundancies.” Workers 
are also furious at a raft of 
measures to drive down their 
pay and conditions.

The worker said this 
includes bosses imposing an 
end to unsocial hours pay 
between 8pm and 4am. “They 
tried to cloak it in language 
that made it out like they were 
improving services,” they said.  

“But it’s just a cost cutting 
exercise—it’s quite obvious.”

Workers are also fighting 
“draconian disciplinary 
procedures,” a punitive 
sickness policy and a ban on 
holding union meetings during 
working hours.

St Mungo’s workers should 
vote yes to strikes in the ballot 
that ends on 9 September.

ACTIVISTS RALLIED to save libraries and museums in Bradford, West Yorkshire, on 
Saturday of last week. Two of the Labour-run council’s four museums, Bradford Industrial 
Museum and Bolling Hall Museum and Library, are at risk of closure under the plans 
outlined in the last budget. Picture: Neil terry

Anti-racists get ready to 
take on Tommy Robinson 
SUPPORTERS OF jailed Nazi 
Tommy Robinson have called 
a protest in London for 
Saturday 24 August.

Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) and Unite Against 
Fascism (UAF) have called a 
counter-protest.

The fascists have not yet 
released a location for their 
action but have suggested it 
could be in central London—
or that they could organise 
rallies at multiple locations.

One prominent Robinson 
supporter floated the idea of 
Tower Hamlets. Robinson’s 
English Defence League (EDL) 
tried to intimidate Muslim 
people in the east London 
borough in 2010 and 2013.

A statement from SUTR 
said, “Tommy Robinson 
has a long history of fascist 
organisation from being 
a member of the British 
National Party to founding 
the EDL. 

“His supporters have 
whipped up Islamophobia, 
racism and violence 
whenever they have marched. 

“On 24 August they plan to 
go into communities across 
London to spread their 
racism and hatred. 

“Don’t let them—join us to 
oppose them.” 

The fascists’ call for 
another protest follows 
arguments after only 400 
of them showed up to a 
“Free Tommy” rally outside 
BBC Broadcasting House in 
London at the beginning of 
the month.

It was organised after 
Robinson was jailed for 
contempt of court. 

The fascists had 
hoped to replicate the 
15,000-strong rally that 
took place in central London 
when Robinson was first 
imprisoned last summer. 

While Robinson and his 
supporters may be down, 
they could still regroup. 

Anti-fascists must be ready 
to take to the streets on 
Saturday 24 August.  
lGo to Facebook event  
Stop Tommy Robinson’s far 
right friends in London

FIGHTING THE CUTS LGBT+ 

Marching against Tommy Robinson supporters in 
London earlier this month Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Vote for strikes at universal credit office
WORKERS administering 
the hated Universal Credit 
(UC) benefit at an office 
in Stockport have voted to 
strike over workload. 

The PCS union members 
voted by 92 percent for 
strikes on a turnout of 
71 percent.

Workers at the UC service 
centre face understaffing and 
increasing workloads. They 
are demanding more workers 

are taken on to deal with 
increasing phone calls and 
caseloads.

The increased volume of 
work can cause backlogs—
causing misery for benefits 
claimants. 

PCS members at 
UC service centres in 
Wolverhampton and Walsall 
were also balloted for 
strikes. But they failed to 
meet the 50 percent turnout 

threshold demanded by Tory 
anti-union laws. 

nA STRIKE ballot at a 
benefits office in south 
London was set to end as 
Socialist Worker went to 
press.

PCS union members at the 
Balham office are fighting 
against the closure of their 
office, which could see 130 
of them lose their jobs.

HOUSING 

ANTI-FASCISM 

LGBT+ activists organise 
‘kiss-in’ against the bigots
A COALITION of LGBT+ 
groups was set to hold a 
“kiss-in” in Parliament 
Square, central London, on 
Friday.

It was called on the back 
of growing anger at the rise 
in attacks on LGBT+ people. 

In London homophobic 
hate crimes increased from 
1,488 in 2014 to 2,308 in 
2018. And most prominently 
Melania Geymona and Chris, 
an LGBT+ couple, were left 
bloodied after an attack on a 
night bus in London in June.

Ejel Khan of the Muslim 
LGBT Network, who is set 
to speak at the protest 
said, “I have experienced 
homophobic hate crime and 
attacks many times. 

“The first time, 25 years 
ago, put me in hospital with 
knife wounds. 

“But being a victim of 
homophobic crime spurred 
me on to a life in LGBT+ 
activism. With the current 

spike in homophobic attacks 
nationwide, this is a pressing 
issue that urgently requires 
redressing. 

“We endeavour to make 
our voices heard—loud and 
clear.” 

The protest also comes 
at a time when bigots are 
trying to undermine LGBT+ 
inclusive relationship and sex 
education in schools. 

Organisers of the kiss-in 
include Queer Power, LGBT+ 
Against Islamophobia and 
Queer Tours of London—A 
Mince Through Time. They 
said, “It is 50 years since the 
Stonewall Uprising and the 
birth of the Gay Liberation 
Front. 

“Our movement was born 
out of rage and riots and we 
will not be driven back into 
the closet.

“We will meet all attacks 
with resistance and protest.

“This will be the first of 
our mobilisations.”

CIVIL SERVICE 

nWORKERS ON East 
Midlands Trains are set to 
strike for the fourth time this 
Saturday. 

The RMT union members 
are fighting against attacks 
on their pay and working 
conditions by bosses at 
franchiser Stagecoach. 

Workers are angry over 
issues including Sunday 
working and pensions. 
Abellio is set to take over the 

contract on Saturday under 
the new name East Midlands 
Railways.

nRAIL MAINTENANCE 
workers are gearing up for 
two strikes over pay.  

RMT union members at 
Clarke Chapman Facilities 
Management are set to 
walk out for 48 hours from 
24 August and for a further 
48 hours from 31 August. 

Workers carry out contract 
work for Network Rail. 

nACTIVISTS FROM the 
RMT union were set to 
hold a series of protests 
over rising rail fares on 
Wednesday. 

Protests were planned 
outside over 30 station 
against the 3.3 percent price 
rise, which could mean up to 
£100 more in travel costs. 

TRANSPORT ROUND UP  

A previous St Mungo’s strike
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HEALTH WORKERS

 Ready for all out in 
  Bradford NHS fight
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

HUNDREDS OF health 
 workers in West Yorkshire 
have voted to start an indef-
inite strike from Monday  
26  August  aga ins t  a 
dangerous new form of 
privatisation.

The 300 Unison union 
members at  the Royal 
Bradford Infirmary and 
St Luke’s Hospital walked out 
on 1 August.

It was their second strike  
against bosses’ plans that 
could see them lose their 
NHS wages and terms and 
conditions.

Ami, the Unison branch 
secretary, told Socialist 
Worker, “We had a mem-
bers’ meeting last week and 
it was packed. There was a 
consensus for continuous 
strikes.” 

Resolve
Ami said the two-week 
walkout had strengthened 
workers’ resolve to stop the 
outsourcing plans. 

“People are still solid,” he 
said. “People are quite disap-
pointed that they have to go 
back to work.

“They want to keep the 
strike going and try to get 
management to shift.”

Bosses want to move the 
porters, cleaners and other 
support staff to Bradford 
H e a l t h c a r e  F a c i l i t i e s 
M a n a g e m e n t  L t d  o n  
1 October.

I t  w o u l d  b e  a 
wholly-owned subsidiary, a 
 privately-registered company 

whose sole shareholder is the 
hospital trust.

This would allow hos-
pital bosses to drive down 
 workers’ wages and terms 
and conditions, making the 
service more attractive for a 
private company. 

Bosses had claimed that 
they could safeguard NHS 
wages and terms and condi-
tions for 25 years after the 
transfer. 

But at a meeting with 
workers they were forced to 
admit that they could give no 
legal guarantee of this. 

There would be little or no 
protection against a future 

management decision to 
impose new contracts with 
worse pay and conditions.

Bradford MPs Judith 
Cummins, Imran Hussain, 
John Grogan and Naz Shah 
have repeatedly slammed 
the Trust’s planned new 
company.

Ami said, “The loss of NHS 
status is the number one thing 
for workers, it would mean 
being outside the NHS family. 

“There are big concerns 
about pay and terms and 
conditions and the threat of 
being sold off later.”

Every trade unionist 
should support their fight.

Ruskin mass resignations
THE ENTIRE social work 
team at Ruskin College has 
resigned in solidarity with 
victimised union reps. 

Social work is the biggest 
programme at the Oxford 
college.

Bosses imposed 
compulsory redundancies 
on four UCU union reps 
last week. It follows 
the suspension of UCU 
membership secretary Lee 
Humber earlier this year. 

The union says bosses 
are targeting union reps 
because they have fought 
to stop their attacks on 
education. These include 

closing courses, failing to 
recruit students and running 
the college down.

Ten trade union leaders 
wrote to the college last 
month asking it to drop all 
disciplinary proceedings 
against workers and 
withdraw redundancy 
threats. 

They included the 
general secretaries of the 
FBU, NUJ, NEU, UCU, Napo, 
Bfawu, PCS, POA and RMT 
unions.

The UCU should throw 
all of its weight into fighting 
to defend its members at 
Ruskin College.

EDUCATION

STRIKERS PICKETING on Monday Picture: Neil terry

GMB UNION members at 
the Karro food production 
plant in Hull are continuing 
to strike every Monday 
over pay and conditions. 

A member of the strike 
committee explained that 
the company’s refusal to 
discuss pay rises unless they 
were “self-funding” was 

hard to swallow when it had 
recently acquired Young’s 
Seafood for £21 million. 

The strike is affecting 
production and 
more workers have 
joined the union.
Wendy Dobbs
lMessages of support to 
trishcarlisle@yahoo.com

COUNCILS

  Battle continues in Bromley
STRIKING library workers 
in Bromley, south east 
London, plan five 
demonstrations in addition 
to their continuing strike. 

The 50 Unite union 
members have been on 
indefinite strike since  
6 June over staffing and 
other issues. They are 
employed by Greenwich 
Leisure Limited (GLL). 

Strikers are furious at 
the way GLL treats workers 
at Bromley’s 14 libraries. 

Bosses haven’t filled 
vacant posts, have asked 
workers to be managers 
without paying the 
proper wage and failed 
to pay wages owed.

GLL has contracts at 
140 leisure facilities across 
16 London boroughs. 

Unite is also demanding a 
6 percent basic pay increase 
for all GLL workers. 
lJoin the protests 
Wed 14 August, 10am-12 noon, 
Crystal Palace sports centre, 
Ledrington Road, SE19 2BB.  
Mon 19 Aug, 12 noon to 2pm, 
SportsAid, 21 Bloomsbury 
Square, WC1B 3HF.  
Wed 21 Aug, 10am-11am 
Islington tennis club, Market 
Road, N7 9PC and 2pm-3pm at 
Sobell leisure centre, Hornsey 
Road, N7 7NY.  
Tue 27 Aug, 10am to 12 noon, 
Sutcliffe Park, Kidbrooke Park 
Road, SE9 5LW.

LEGAL

FOOD WORKERS

ROYAL MAIL
 Strike over health concerns 
NASUWT UNION members 
at a school campus in 
Coatbridge, near Glasgow, 
were set to strike from 
Monday of next week until 
6 September. 

The action will involve  
36 teachers at Buchanan and 
St Ambrose high schools. 

They say there are health 
concerns about the school 
campus in Lanarkshire.

Workers say the campus, 
built on a former landfill 
site, is contaminated. Four 
former students and current 
teachers have been treated 
for bladder cancer since the 
schools opened in 2012. 

Blue water ran from taps 
in the schools for a period 
of time. Union members 

at Buchanan school held a 
week-long walkout in June, 
and those at St Ambrose High 
School struck for four days.

An independent review 
has found that the school 
grounds are safe and that 
water samples passed 
drinking water standards.

The NASUWT said its 
“experts” are examining their 
report. It added, “Unless the 
NASUWT is satisfied that the 
site poses no risks to health 
our members will not be 
returning to work on the first 
day of term. 

“Our members’ summer 
break has been blighted 
by concerns about the 
risks to their own and their 
colleagues’ health.”

ROYAL MAIL postal workers 
at a Midlands delivery 
office struck last Saturday 
against the unfair dismissal 
of one of their workmates.

Members of the CWU 
union picketed outside the 
delivery office in Shirley, 
near Birmingham. Royal Mail 

bosses sacked a worker at 
the delivery office earlier this 
year, saying he had spent 
too much time off work. But 
strikers says the worker had 
been medically diagnosed 
with anxiety and depression, 
and should not have faced 
disciplinary measures.

What you can do
lDonate to the strike 
fund. Make a bank transfer 
to Unity Trust. Sort 
code 60-83-01, account 
number 49021215 
lSend cheques payable to 
“Bradford Health Services 
Branch” to Unison Office, 
Field House, Bradford 
Royal Infirmary, Duckworth 
Lane, Bradford BD9 6RJ
lYou can also donate at   
bit.ly/Bradfordstrike
lSend a message of 
support to strikers via the 
Unison Bradford Health 
Branch Facebook page

RUSKIN COLLEGE

Striking for jobs, conditions and pay 

THE UNISON union is 
celebrating after scoring a 
legal victory over holiday 
entitlement. 

The Court of Appeal ruled 
last week that all workers are 
entitled to a minimum of  
28 days paid annual leave, 
even if they don’t work for 
part of the year. 

It also ruled that leave 

must be in line with a normal 
week’s pay or at a rate based 
on the average payment for 
the previous 12 weeks, if pay 
is irregular. 

The appeal was brought 
by Lesley Brazel, a music 
teacher whose employer the 
Harper Trust wanted her to 
accept leave and pay below 
the legal minimum.

Unity on the Shirley picket line Picture: Dave WarD on tWitter
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INDYREF2 STIRS 
LABOUR CRISIS
by NICK CLARK

RIGHT WING Labour Party 
politicians exploded with 
anger last week after shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell 
s u g ge s te d  a  L a b o u r  
government wouldn’t block 
a second Scottish independ-
ence referendum.

Hundreds of thousands of 
ordinary people in Scotland 
support independence as an 
opportunity to break from 
decades of right wing rule 
from Westminster.

But Labour members of the 
Scottish parliament branded 
a second referendum “divi-
sive and unnecessary” after 
McDonnell’s comments at the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe on 
Wednesday of last week.

McDonnell said he was 
against a second referendum, 
but thought a Labour govern-
ment should allow one if the 
Scottish parliament voted for 
it. 

Yet the right reacted as if 
he had gone much further and 
come out for independence.

They accused him of 
attempting to undermine the 
Scottish Labour Party and 
its left wing leader Richard 

Leonard. A statement by 
Scottish Labour MSPs said, 
“We deplore any attempts 
to undermine the official 
policy position of the Scottish 
Labour Party. 

“We express serious con-
cerns about an apparent 
change in Labour’s position 
on a matter of vital impor-
tance to the future of 

Scotland and of the Scottish 
Labour Party itself.” 

And Labour’s right wing 
deputy leader Tom Watson 
stuck his oar in with a  
statement on Sunday. 

“As we said in our 2017 
manifesto, Labour opposes 
another referendum,” he 
said. 

In a video branded with 

the Union Jack, he added, 
“More nationalism, more 
uncertainty and more divi-
sion isn’t the answer.” 

In fact McDonnell actually 
said Labour would “campaign 
against having a referendum 
but we’re not using parlia-
mentary devices to block it”. 

This timid suggestion did 
not contradict what was in 

Labour’s 2017 manifesto, 
which said that Labour 
opposes a referendum and 
would “campaign tirelessly 
to ensure Scotland remains 
part of the UK.” 

B u t  i t  d i d  c on t r a -
dict a speech by Leonard, 
who said last year that 
a  Labour  government 
would block a referendum.  

Some specu la ted  that 
McDonnell’s comments were 
an appeal to the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) to sup-
port a Labour government in 
a hung parliament. 

McDonnell denied this was 
the case. 

But it was enough to 
outrage right wing Labour 
politicians who are commit-
ted to defending the British 
state—even if it means 
the death of their party in 
Scotland.

Hopes
Labour’s vote crashed after 
it lined up with the Tories 
during the Scottish independ-
ence referendum of 2014. 

Even Margaret Curran, a 
former Scottish Labour min-
ister, admitted earlier this 
month that the party was 
now “irrelevant” to people in 
Scotland.

Turning that around would 
mean backing a vision for 
independence that rejected 
the austerity of both the Tory 
British government and the 
SNP Scottish government.

But Labour politicians are 
so wedded to the British state 
that they won’t even let ordi-
nary people have a say.

LOOKING FOR trouble? John McDonnell at the Edinburgh festival fringe

SERCO

Glasgow activists vow to fight cruel asylum seeker evictions
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

A COURT last week 
blocked the eviction of 
50 asylum seekers by the 
multinational giant Serco 
in Glasgow. 

The Scottish Refugee 
Council (SRC) said the 
court’s decision “raised 
serious questions” about 
the firm’s plans to turf out 
300 people.

Serco had sent some 
tenants letters warning 
them that it would change 
their locks, rather than 
use bailiffs to forcibly 
throw them out. It hoped 
to get around the need 
to have a court order—a 

requirement for an 
eviction under Scottish 
law.

Graham O’Neill, an SRC 
policy manager, called 
the decision “a significant 
milestone in the campaign 

against Serco and the 
Home Office’s inhumane 
treatment of people 
seeking refugee protection 
in Scotland”.

“There are undoubtedly 
more than the three 

people we know of who 
have been forcibly evicted 
this summer,” he said. 
Serco, which runs asylum 
seeker housing on behalf 
of the Home Office, wants 
to push through the mass 
eviction before its contract 
ends in September.

Around 50 supporters 
of the Living Rent Glasgow 
tenants’ union disrupted 
the Caledonian Sleeper 
train at Glasgow Central 
Station on Wednesday. 

Serco operates the 
Scotland to London rail 
service.

Living Rent Glasgow 
added that the direct 
action was the “start 
of our call for UK-wide 

resistance to the entire 
lock-change regime”. “It 
may be the 11th hour for 
these evictions, but that 
has only strengthened our 
resolve,” it said.

Activists have called a 
“lock in” at Glasgow City 
Council for Tuesday of 
next week. 

They are demanding 
the Scottish National 
Party (SNP)run council 
offers more than “reports 
with empty promises” 
and shows Serco it’s not 
welcome in the city.

Anti-racists need to 
support the campaign 
in Glasgow—and build 
a movement against the 
brutal system of detention.

Activists disrupt the Caledonian Sleeper  Picture: Living rent gLasgow 

MARCH  
FOR  

INDEPENDENCE

1.30pm,  
Saturday 

17 August
Albyn Place,  

Aberdeen  
AB10 1YL

bit.ly/AUOBAberdeen
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