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HONG KONG

Battle continues 
to win democracy 
and real change
HONG KONG leader 
Carrie Lam has failed to 
quell an inspiring pro-
democracy movement. 

Lam last week promised 
to withdraw the hated 
extradition bill that sparked 
the movement. 

But protests have continued 
demanding democracy and 
real change.
>>Page 17

ROYAL MAIL

Post workers 
hold mass gate 
meetings
ROYAL MAIL postal workers 
staged a show of force 
on Tuesday ahead of a 
national strike ballot.

CWU union members are 
fighting to stop attacks on 
their jobs, pay, conditions 
and union.

They held gate meetings 
across Britain ahead of the 
ballot.
>>Page 20

FRANCE

Refugees evicted 
from camps on 
Britain’s say-so
HUNDREDS OF refugees 
in northern France faced 
raids by police this week. 

Over 800 refugees could be 
forced to leave Grand-Synthe 
in Dunkirk.

British trade unionists are 
among those resisting the 
attacks.
>>Page 7

ALL OUT FOR 20 SEPTEMBER  
JOIN THE GLOBAL CLIMATE STRIKE
Strikers talk about how to build the action >>Pages 10&11
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lPAEDOPHILE billionaire Jeffrey 
Epstein allegedly attended prin-

cess Beatrice’s 18th birthday party 
at Windsor palace in 2006.

One source told the Sun 
newspaper, “It goes to show 
how Epstein worked his way 
into the very heart of the British 
establishment—rubbing shoulders 
with royalty at a palace.”

lTORY OFFICIALS tried to block 
Jacob Rees-Mogg from standing as 

a Tory MP in 2010 as he was too posh.
It was part of a failed drive to 

make the Tories look less like an 
out of touch, privileged elite. 

A new biography of Rees-Mogg by 
Lord Ashcroft says Rees-Mogg was out 
of favour as he was a “white, privately 
educated, middle class male”.

 Mordaunt offered as  
 ‘prize’ to Tory donor
TORY MP Penny 
Mordaunt has shed some 
light on the disgusting 
culture in her party.

Mordaunt described 
being offered as a 
“prize” to a donor 
at a Tory conference 
fundraiser when she 
was just 23 years old.

“One man said to 
another that if he gave the 
party a particular donation 
he could take 
Penny home 
and do what he 
liked with me,” 
she recalled.

“It hurt that 
an organisation 
that I respect 
so much could 
have so little 
care for me.”

l AN MP who sent 
thousands of sexual 

text messages to two 
young women has 
been cleared of any 
wrongdoing by the 
parliamentary watchdog.

Andrew Griffiths 
was forced to resign as 
business minister last July. 

He had sent 2,000 
sexual texts to two women 
in 21 days in which he 

referred to 
himself as 
“Daddy.”

The watchdog 
found no 
evidence that 
he sent the 
messages while 
engaged in 
parliamentary 
activities.

Good riddance to 
racist John Mann
JOHN MANN has left 
the Labour Party to 
be an “antisemitism 
tsar” for the Tories. 

Mann has a history 
of attacking those who 
support Palestinians.

In 2013 Mann was 
a witness in an action 
against the UCU union 
over its support for the 
Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions 
campaign.

Mann 
declared this 
campaign 
antisemitic. A 
tribunal threw 
out the case.

The judge 
said that Mann 
had given 

evidence without having 
witnessed “any Congress 
or other UCU meeting”.

He can’t be relied 
on to fight racism.

A pamphlet on “anti-
social behaviour” 
written by Mann lists 
problems people may 
face, including “graffiti,” 
and “travellers”.

One Romany Gypsy 
constituent 
of Mann’s 
said, “It’s 
outrageous 
from a man 
that likes 
to give the 
impression that 
he’s against 
race hate and 
prejudice.”

Jacob Rees-Mogg—too posh

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘A bull 
overpowered him 
and charged into 
a police officer’
The Daily Mail reports Boris 
Johnson’s ongoing woes

‘Can’t talk about 
Brexit’
Johnson’s sister Rachel 
Johnson on her family

‘It has come to 
almost Isis levels 
in its intensity’
Rachel Johnson on the 
Brexit rows in the family

‘Please leave my 
town’
What one man told Boris 
Johnson when he visited Leeds 
last week

‘I need you to 
be like Fonzie, 
because Fonzie is 
cool’
What Boris Johnson’s adviser 
Dominic Cummings told 
staff, urging them to keep calm 
over proroguing parliament

‘Great big girl’s 
blouse’
What sexist Boris Johnson 
called Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn last week

‘Girly swot’
What Johnson called former 
Tory prime minister David 
Cameron in August

‘Girly swots’
What Johnson called 
Cameron and his brother Jo 
Johnson in 2013

School protest 
over uniform
A PROTEST by hundreds 
of students and parents 
shut down a school in 
Sussex on Friday of last 
week. 

School bosses had 
brought in what they 
called a gender neutral 
uniform policy to apply to 
all students. 

They said students not 
wearing the new uniform 
on the first day back at 
school would be sent 
home.

One placard at the 
protest read, “£100 for  
1 uniform for 9 months is 
not sustainable.”

Another said, “Fast 
fashion is the second 
biggest contributor to 
climate change.”
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 The rich fiddle the figures to  
 get out of paying their taxes
THE SUPER-RICH are 
inventing investments to 
avoid paying taxes. 

Nearly 40 percent of global 
foreign direct (FDI) invest-
ment involves “no real busi-
ness activities” according to 
a study by the International 
M o n e t a r y  F u n d  a n d 
University of Copenhagen.

This “phantom” capital, 
worth $1.5 trillion, passes 
through “empty corporate 
shells” and is used “often 
to minimise multinationals’ 
global tax bill”.

The study identified a 
number of countries in 
which less than half of FDI is 
“genuine”. 

These included Malta, 
Ireland, Switzerland and 
a number of British crown 
dependencies. 

In Ireland nearly two 
thirds was “phantom”.

Economist Brad Setser said 

phantom companies or phan-
tom investments “are opti-
mised for minimising firms’ 
global tax”.

“Apple does not produce 
its iPhones in Ireland, nor 
does Apple design them or 
develop the majority of its 
operating system in Ireland,” 
he said. 

Yet “one of the most 

valuable US foreign direct 
investments now is Apple’s 
ownership stake in Apple 
Ireland”.

And the problem is grow-
ing. The study said more and 
more overall FDI is made up 
of phantom capital. 

In 2010 phantom FDI 
made up 31 percent of the 
total. 

By 2017 the figure was  
38 percent.

In Britain, the figure rose 
from 3 percent in 2009 to  
18 percent in 2017.

lBRITAIN’S “unfair and 
outdated tax system” must be 
transformed, says a left wing 
think tank. 

The Institute for Public 
Policy Research said that 
taxing capital gains at the 
same rate as income could 
raise an extra £90 billion a 
year.

It said the difference in 
tax rates had led to more 
inequality. 

“It is fundamentally wrong 
that people who get their 
income from betting on the 
stock market or playing the 
property market pay less tax 
than those who work,” it said.

“The current tax system 
works for the rich.”

PROTESTERS TAKE on tax avoiding firms

Torture is ok 
for this Tory
TORY DEFENCE secretary 
Ben Wallace apparently 
thinks that torture is ok. 

Wallace told a 
newspaper in 2003 that 
it was “absolutely the 
norm” for a prisoner to 
be “manhandled fairly 
roughly” by soldiers 
during interrogation.

“You might pretend 
to pour petrol over 
them, when it’s actually 
water,” said Wallace” 

Director of human 
rights group Reprieve 
Maya Foa said pretending 
to pour petrol on 
someone “amounts to 
a mock execution”.

Best non-news 
of the week
IN FEBRUARY 1988 
Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn attended the 
wedding of Paul Hill, the 
Daily Mail newspaper 
reported this week. 

Hill was one of the 
Guildford Four, who 
were wrongly convicted 
of the Guildford pub 
bombings of 1974.

The Mail revealed 
that Labour’s shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell 
also attended the wedding 
of an innocent man. 

It reported that Corbyn 
had said at the time, 
“Paul Hill is a constituent 
of mine. I believe he is 
innocent and support the 
fight for his release.”

A year later, the 
convictions of the 
Guildford Four were 
overturned.

lMANY children went to 
school last week, some for 
the first time. One was a 
princess called Charlotte.

Penny Mordaunt John Mann MP



 MPs let him off the hook 
BORIS JOHNSON’S only hope is 
that the opposition will continue 
to prove unable to make the most 
of his troubles.

Opposition parties have twice 
run away from the chance of a 
general election (see page 4).

The Scottish National 
Party continues to 
prioritise stopping Brexit 
to using the crisis to 
create a social movement 
to win independence.

On Monday, Lib Dem 
leader Jo Swinson said 
her party would support 
the cancellation of Article 
50.

This is the formal 
process to leave the 

European Union.
That could be written into the 

Lib Dem manifesto at the party 
conference starting on Saturday.

The move reveals that 
behind all the Lib Dems’ talk 
of a “People’s Vote” was a 

brute determination 
to overturn the 2016 
referendum by any 
means. 

Big business will be 
cheering.

Johnson will hope 
to pose as the friend of 
ordinary voters against 
the elite who refuse to 
listen to them—over 
Brexit and other issues. 

We shouldn’t let him.

 Back our  
 indefinite  
 walkout
LOW PAID workers on 
indefinite strike were “loudly 
applauded” by delegates at 
the TUC union federation’s 
congress in Brighton this 
week (see page 6).

The PCS union members 
work for outsourcers ISS and 
Aramark at the Department 
for Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy in central 
London. 

They want the London 
Living Wage of £10.55 an 
hour, along with increased 
sick pay and holiday 
entitlement.

Cleaners and caterers have 
been on indefinite strike since 
15 July. They’ve been joined 
by receptionists, security 
guards, porters and post 
room staff, on a two-week 
strike running from Monday 
of last week until this Friday. 
Those workers are set to 
stage a programme of rolling 
action from 30 September.

Expensive
Ana Joaquim, one of those on 
indefinite strike, told Socialist 
Worker, “Life is London is too 
expensive. 

“They should have 
consideration for their staff. 
We want dignity and respect. 

“They shouldn’t speak to 
us as if we are nothing or 
just a number. Without us, 
nothing would be running.”

Speaking at the TUC 
congress, PCS general 
secretary Mark Serwotka 
said strikers “are striking 
for everything best in our 
tradition—the right to be 
brought back into the public 
sector”.
Organise collections for the 
strike fund, and donate at  
bit.ly/PCS-strike-fund  
Send messages of support and 
invite a striker to your union 
branch—email leeds@pcs.org.uk  
Visit pickets at 1 Victoria Street, 
London, SW1H 0ET

 Johnson is in a Brexit bind  
 as parliament shuts down
by CHARLIE KIMBER

BORIS JOHNSON slithered from 
the House of Commons early on 
Tuesday morning in the weakest 
position any prime minister has 
faced for decades.

His party is bitterly divided, he 
can’t pass any measure through par-
liament and his Brexit strategy has 
hit the buffers. He suffered his fifth 
and sixth parliamentary defeats in as 
many days at the start of this week.

Johnson then prorogued—sus-
pended—parliament for five weeks 
to avoid further scrutiny.

MPs had voted to hand over pri-
vate messages sent by senior aides 
plotting the prorogation of parlia-
ment, and secret papers detailing 
preparations for a no-deal Brexit. 

They then voted to refuse 
Johnson’s call for a general election.

The knives are out for him from 
some of his former colleagues. Last 
weekend Amber Rudd resigned as 
work and pensions secretary and quit 
as a Conservative MP.

Two days earlier Boris Johnson’s 
brother, Jo Johnson, had also quit as 
a minister and Tory MP.

Rudd, one of the most pro-EU fig-
ures in the party, was among a group 
of Tory MPs who have opposed a 
no-deal Brexit. They included Greg 
Clark, Philip Hammond and David 
Gauke, all of whom were thrown out 
of the party last week. 

Deadline
They had voted for an extension to 
the deadline for leaving the EU.

Former chancellor Hammond has 
threatened legal action against the 
Conservatives.

The bill to stop a no-deal Brexit 
received royal assent on Monday. It 
instructs Johnson to request from the 
EU an extension to the Brexit dead-
line until January 2020 if there is no 
deal agreed by 19 October.

Johnson has said he would “rather 
be dead in a ditch” than seek a further 
delay to Brexit. So with no-deal—
temporarily—taken off the table and 
a snap election blocked, Johnson has 
returned to talk of securing a deal 
with the EU.

That looks unlikely, although he 
has made some noises about accept-
ing a revised version of the Irish 
backstop rather than insisting on its 
removal.

Doing a deal with the EU would 
please big business and take some of 
the heat off Johnson in parliament. 
But the Brexit Party would unleash 
a firestorm of denunciation, stand 
candidates across Britain and all 

but guarantee a Tory defeat at an 
election. 

So Johnson is also considering 
accompanying the formal request for 
an extension with further documents 
making clear that the government 
does not really want it.

There was even talk of him defying 
the law, or of resigning so some other 
figure will have to go to the European 
summit on 17 October.  

But whatever option he takes, 
Johnson has no easy way out.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
Parliament was shut down for five 
weeks early on Tuesday morning
lThe suspension by Tory prime 
minister Boris Johnson is aimed at 
avoiding scrutiny over Brexit
lJohnson had suffered six defeats 
in parliamentary votes in as many 
days prior to the shutdown
lOne vote saw MPs back the 
publication of the government’s 
no-deal Brexit preparations
lThe Tories are in deep crisis and 
we need more struggle by ordinary 
people to force them out of office

IN THIS WEEK

 1973
Allende toppled 
by coup in Chile
LEFT WING president 
Salvador Allende was 
overthrown in a CIA-
backed coup in Chile on 
11 September 1973.

The coup saw General 
Augusto Pinochet take 
power—a torturer and 
dictator who was mates 
with Margaret Thatcher.

Jo Swinson

MPS MADE a token protest in the House of Commons on Monday evening as parliament was prorogued 
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK Labour lets  
 Tories cling  
 on by failing  
 to support  
 an election
by CHARLIE KIMBER

WE SHOULD now be  campaigning 
in a general election to get Boris 
Johnson and the Tories out.

But on Monday Labour, the 
Scottish National Party, Liberal 
Democrats and Plaid Cymru and 
the Independent Group—ridicu-
lously dubbed the “rebel alliance”—
refused to back an election.

It was the second time they had 
rejected such an opportunity.

They have also ruled out moving 
a motion of no confidence in 
Johnson, which could have trig-
gered an election later in October. 

In parliament last week—as the 
measure to stop a no-deal Brexit was 
passed—Jeremy Corbyn said, “Let 
this bill pass and gain royal assent, 
and then we will back an election so 
we do not crash out of the European 
Union with a no-deal exit.”

But within days he had accepted 
the arguments from the right about 
not agreeing an election until after 
no-deal has been ruled out entirely.

Labour has prioritised halting 
Brexit over the chance to drive out 
the Tories.

Action
Those who want action over aus-
terity and racism, and many other 
issues have been told they should 
wait for months more.  

Labour has also shown a lack of 
confidence in its own policies.

Socialist Worker thinks Labour 
can win an election. 

If the Labour Party agrees then it 
should not fear a poll at any time. 
This is more than a divergence of 
tactics.

Plaid Cymru’s Westminster 
leader, Liz Saville Roberts, said last 
week, “We need to make sure that 
we get an extension to Article 50. 

“We have an opportunity to bring 
down Boris and to bring down 
Brexit.”

Note that she said “bring down 
Brexit”. 

The pro-business politicians who 
have always wanted to reverse the 
2016 referendum now sniff their 
opportunity.

Continuing an unprincipled alli-
ance with Labour at the heart of 
it can seem very attractive to the 
Labour right, the Lib Dems and 
others.

Green Party co-leader Sian Berry 
said at a rally last Saturday that 
recent days had shown “what poli-
tics could and should be”. 

This is the “national unity govern-
ment” argument in a new form. 

And it is directed against Jeremy 
Corbyn as well as against Brexit.

The Financial Times newspaper—
which is virulently against no-deal—
added last week that a Corbyn gov-
ernment would threaten “to undo 
much of the Thatcherite revolution 
of the 1980s”. 

Brutal
Margaret Thatcher’s policies, it 
declared, “while often brutal, led to 
a necessary shift in the balance of 
power between labour and capital”.

It wants a caretaker government 
led by someone other than Corbyn.

Very soon the argument will 
emerge that another possibility 
of a no-deal Brexit is coming on  
31 January and that it would be 
wrong to have an election before 
that. 

Instead of the fakery of “national 
unity” we need class politics.

BACK STORY
Official British politics is in deep 
crisis, and the Tory party in a 
state of disintegration
lBoris Johnson has suffered 
major defeats in parliament
lHe lost by 328 MPs to 301 on a 
motion to block the path to a no-
deal Brexit on 31 October
lAnd thousands of people have 
taken to the streets to against him
lBut the Labour Party is pinning 
its hopes on parliamentary 
manoeuvres rather than beating 
Johnson in an election

PROTESTERS IN Sheffield on Saturday Picture: Neil terry

 Anger on the streets at Johnson  
 and Britain’s sham democracy
THE ANGER against the Tories 
was shown on Tuesday of 
last week as thousands of 
demonstrators marched around 
central London while MPs 
debated in parliament.

Protesters had gathered in 
Parliament Square for a rally 
organised by the People’s 
Assembly around the slogan, 
“Tories out, general election 
now.”

Many speakers on the platform 
took care to say that, whether 
people voted Leave or Remain in 
the referendum, we should unite 
against the Tories.

Writer Tariq Ali said, “People 
who voted to leave are not 
all racists. Many of them did 
it for good reasons to give 
the establishment a kick in 
the bum. They were fed up of 
neoliberalism.”

He said he was for a general 
election “the sooner the better”. 

And a message from Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn said, 
“The only solution to this crisis 
is a democratic one. We need a 
general election now.”

Richard Burgon MP told the 
crowd, “The last few days have 
cast a light on our rigged system.

“What we’re seeing is the 
sheer contempt the elite have 
for your hard-won democratic 
rights.”

He called for a “socialist 
government led by Jeremy 
Corbyn”.

While some at the rally were 
liberals, the protest also attracted 

a lot of young, angry people.
Some were angry at Boris 

Johnson’s move to prorogue 
“their” Parliament while others 
were furious at the sham that is 
Britain’s democracy.

Thousands marched along 
Millbank, across Lambeth bridge 
and back to Parliament chanting, 
“Fuck the Tories, fuck Boris,” 
“Boris Johnson—fuck off back to 
Eton,” and, “When I say Tories, 
you say liars.”

As the march passed St 
Thomas’ hospital protesters 
cheered watching health workers 
and chanted, “Save, save the 
NHS.”

Weyman Bennett, co-convenor 
of Stand Up To Racism, told 
the rally, “Boris Johnson is an 
entitled racist. He is a public 
schoolboy hellbent on destroying 
working class lives.

“We won’t let him use racism 
to divide working class people.”

Johnson was defeated later 
that evening over the bill to halt 
a no-deal Brexit. 

The next day Labour voted 
against an election.

 ‘Johnson dead in a ditch,’  
 chant marchers in Perth
THOUSANDS of 
people took to the 
streets of Perth in 
central Scotland 
last Saturday to 
march for a second 
independence 
referendum. 

The march was 
organised by All Under 
One Banner (AUOB).

The most popular 
chants included, 
“Tories Out,” and, 
“Boris Johnson dead 
in a ditch,” along 
with, “We want 
independence now”. 

Support for 
independence is on 
the rise—and is now at  
49 percent according 
to a recent poll. 

Pollster John 
Curtice said, “It can no 
longer be presumed 
that Scotland would 
vote No again in an 
independence ballot.” 

The march came in 
the wake of confusion 
and turmoil inside 
the Labour Party over 
whether a Corbyn 
government would 
accept a second 
referendum.

Shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell last 
month suggested that 
Labour would not 
block a referendum 
if the Scottish 

parliament voted for 
one.

But after a right 
wing backlash, Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn 
said he would not 
allow a referendum 
“in the formative 
years of a Labour 
government”.

As long as Labour 
is united with right 
wing unionist parties 
against independence, 
it will cut itself off 
from the radical mood 
around the movement 
for a second 
referendum.

Yet tailing the 
Scottish National 
Party (SNP) leadership 
will not deliver 
independence either—

or get rid of Tory 
austerity.

AUOB chief steward 
Keir McKechnie told 
a rally at the end of 
the march, “Every 
day Boris Johnson 
rules this country, 
there are pensioners 
dying, there are 
hospital closures and 
the Universal Credit 
regime.

“Our message 
is that we cannot 
wait any longer for 
indyref2, we need it 
now.” 

It was received with 
shouts of “use the 
mandate” directed at 
the SNP.
Hector Sierra and 
Raymie Kiernan

Rejecting Tory rule in Perth  Picture: Hector Sierra

 Lib Dems court ex-Tories
SOME OF the Tory 
MPs expelled by 
Boris Johnson are in 
talks with the Liberal 
Democrats about an 
election pact of their 
own.

The Sunday Times 
reported that former 
cabinet minister Rory 
Stewart wants to stand 
as an independent MP. 

But he will agree 
to vote with the Lib 
Dems in parliament in 
exchange for them not 
fielding a candidate 
against him in his 
Penrith seat.

Similar 
conversations 

apparently took 
place between the 
Lib Dems and former 
universities minister 
Sam Gyimah, former 
business minister 
Margot James and 

former attorney-
general Dominic 
Grieve.

It underlines how 
the Lib Dems are 
open to all manner of 
pro-austerity, racism-
enabling figures.

Last week the Lib 
Dems accepted former 
Tory MP Phillip Lee 
who championed a bill 
that aimed to prevent 
HIV-positive migrants 
from entering Britain. 

And then former 
Labour MP Angela 
Smith joined. She 
once said black and 
minority ethnic people 
had a “funny tinge”.

 Farage wants election pact
NIGEL FARAGE is 
offering Boris Johnson 
a “non-aggression 
pact” between the 
Tories and the Brexit 
Party.

Johnson has 
repeatedly said he 
would not do such a 

deal, but Farage has 
warned the Tories they 
won’t win without him.

And last Sunday 
chancellor Sajid Javid 
refused to rule out a 
pact with the Brexit 
Party at the next 
election. He refused 

to answer directly five 
times on whether such 
a pact would never 
happen.

It would be a pact 
based on even greater 
racism, Islamophobia 
and attacks on 
working class people.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

POLITICS IS ABOUT A LOT 
MORE THAN PARLIAMENT 

 T
HE CHAOS in the 
British establishment 
has exposed the swamp 
that is parliament and 
British democracy. This 

week Tory leader Boris Johnson 
prorogued parliament—shutting 
it down to avoid scrutiny of his 
Brexit manoeuvres.

And instead of fighting to get 
the Tories out as soon as possible, 
politicians from other parties 
united to avoid a general election.

The Tories are the preferred 
party of the rich. Their divisions 
have created an unprecedented 
crisis for the ruling class. 

But infuriatingly, the Tories cling 
to office. Why?

A big problem is that there is 
too much focus on what happens 
in parliament and not enough on 
what happens outside it. 

This position has spread among 
the left since the election of 
Jeremy Corbyn as Labour leader.

It’s much better to have 
Corbyn, an anti-war, anti-racist and 
anti-austerity campaigner, leading 
Labour than a right winger. 

But his leadership has also 
seen many people focus on 
getting Labour into office rather 
than building struggle. During 
the current crisis, some have 

hailed “clever” parliamentary 
machinations as the way to push 
back the Tories. But they are still 
in office.  

We need struggle by ordinary 
people to beat them. Unfortunately 
the talk two weeks ago from 
Momentum for its supporters to 
“occupy bridges and blockade 
roads” came to very little.

The TUC union federation held 
its annual congress as parliament 
shut down. It was a disgraceful 
missed opportunity.

Union leaders should call 
action to pile pressure on this 
weak government. Instead they 
have followed Labour’s line that 
puts stopping a no-deal Brexit 
ahead of getting the Tories out. 

Socialist Worker wants a Labour 
government led by Jeremy 
Corbyn. But such a government 
isn’t guaranteed to stand up for 
ordinary people. 

Corbyn has already made 
concessions to the right. In 
government the pressure to do so 
would intensify.

Left Labour MPs such as Laura 
Pidcock argue we need a movement 
on the streets to get change. But 
too often Labour MPs see that 
movement as simply operating to 
bolster a Corbyn government, not 
to win change itself.

Politics is about more than 
parliament. Real change comes 
about when ordinary people push 
themselves to centre stage and 
take action for themselves. 

There is a chance to do that 
on Friday of next week over 
climate change. The demonstration 
at the Tory party conference in 
Manchester should be backed by 
Labour and all the unions. 

And the national strike ballots 
in Royal Mail and universities 
could launch much-needed action.

People were right to take to the 
streets in recent weeks to oppose 
Johnson and the Tories. 

We need more of this to get 
them out.

A SEVERE CLIMATE THREAT
 EARTH IS careering towards 

climate change so severe that 
there will be an “irrefutable 

toll on human life”. 
That’s the finding of a new 

report by the Global Commission 
on Adaptation (GCA). 

The report—involving  
18 countries including Britain—
called for £1.46 trillion 
investments in five key areas. 

It said this would help people—
many of them the poorest in the 
world—to cope with extreme 
weather, rising sea levels and 

higher temperatures. 
Key recommendations include 

early warning systems, protecting 
mangrove forests, climate-resilient 
infrastructure, drought-resistant 
crops, and investment in water 
resources.  

It said a “revolution” in 
understanding, planning and 
finance was urgently needed 
before the COP26 climate talks in 
December 2020. 

“We must apply these 
revolutions to the key economic 
systems affected by climate 

change,” it continued.  The report 
comes ahead of the 20 September 
strike for the climate (see pages 
10&11) and Extinction Rebellion’s 
International Rebellion from  
7 October.

These mobilisations are set to 
see tens of thousands take to the 
streets to demand urgent action.

The GCA blasted politicians’ 
lack of “political will” to tackle 
climate catastrophe. 

A bigger movement involving a 
mass of people can win the change 
we need.

Real change 
comes when 
ordinary people 
push themselves 
to centre stage 

‘‘ 

Socialist Worker  11 September 2019

On other pages...
The rulers’ party is rotting  
>>Pages 14&15

Part of the protest last Tuesday
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 Why it is dangerous  
 to prop up the centre
BRITAIN HAS recently overtaken Italy for the prize 
of having the most shambolic political system in an 
advanced capitalist country. But there are now attempts 
at parallel solutions to both countries’ governmental 
crises.

Last week a new government took office in Rome—a 
coalition of the vocally anti-establishment Five Star 
Movement and the quintessentially establishment centre-
left Democratic Party (PD). This follows the collapse of the 
previous coalition between the Five Star and the far right 
Lega led by Matteo Salvini. 

Leaders of both the Five Star and the PD have denounced 
Salvini as a “barbarian”. That he is, above all for his brutal 
racist campaigning against migrants. But the anti-migrant 
policies of the preceding PD government paved the way for 
him.

And there is little coherence between the PD—strongly 
neoliberal and pro-European Union (EU)—and the 
historically Eurosceptic Five Star, which came into office 
denouncing Brussels-imposed austerity. 

It will be hard to hold together the Five Star’s commitment 
to more generous social policies and the PD’s “fiscal 
responsibility” and kowtowing to the EU.

What binds them together is primarily fear of Salvini. The 
Lega tops the opinion polls at over 30 percent. Salvini broke 
up the coalition with the Five Star to force an election where 
they would lose many seats and the Lega would become the 
dominant party. The new government is primarily a means 
of postponing this crunch.

Funnily enough something similar is beginning to emerge 
here in Britain. The method in the hopelessness of Boris 
Johnson’s government lies in the drive to crash out of the EU 
without a deal on 31 October tied to a general election close 
to that date that could give him a parliamentary majority. 

The thinking behind this strategy apparently comes from 
Johnson’s adviser Dominic Cummings, organiser of the 2016 
Vote Leave campaign. He believes that Remain or Leave is 
becoming the key dividing line in popular opinion.

 Making the Tories unequivocally the anti-EU party is 
therefore the key to electoral success. Purging pro-European 
grandees such as Ken Clarke and Nicholas Soames helps in 
this rebranding.

It would turn the Tories into something beginning to 
resemble a far right party like the Lega.

Strategy
Increasingly Labour has got together with the pro-Remain 
opposition parties—the Lib Dems, Scottish nationalists, 
Plaid Cymru—and rebel Tory MPs to block this strategy. 

First, they passed legislation forcing Johnson to seek yet 
another postponement of Brexit if he can’t make a deal with 
the EU by 31 October. Secondly, they are refusing to vote for 
a snap general election to resolve the parliamentary crisis 
until after Johnson has got this extension.

Since Jeremy Corbyn has been consistently demanding an 
election, this is a U-turn. It is also a very dangerous move. 
The trouble with blocking mainstream neoliberals against 
the right is that it can actually strengthen the right. 

The new government in Rome leaves Salvini free to 
denounce the collapse of the Five Star into the arms of the 
old gang who have misruled Italy for decades. Similarly, if 
Labour allies with parties such as the Lib Dems—which has 
pledged to block Corbyn becoming prime minister—to stop 
an election, it will be playing into Johnson’s hands. 

“The internal polling shows that if the Tories campaign 
on just Brexit, it’s quite tough,” a Conservative apparatchik 
told the Financial Times newspaper. “But if we campaign on 
the political class refusing to enact what people voted for, it’s 
much more a winning message.”

According to a ComRes poll, 50 percent agree and 18 
percent disagree that if the Brexit impasse continues there 
should be a snap election. It’s true that there are also polls 
showing that Labour would do better if the election took 
place after 31 October with Britain still in the EU.

But polls don’t tell the full story. In the course of the 2017 
election Corbyn changed the conversation from opposing or 
supporting Brexit to challenging austerity and inequality. 
Labour’s chances of winning this time depend on him being 
able to do that again.

WOULD A no-deal Brexit push the NHS over the brink? Unison leader Dave Prentis (left) thinks so   Picture: unison

  TUC conference discusses  
  the failure of privatisation 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS  
in Brighton

ANGER AGAINST privatisa-
tion dominated discussion at 
the TUC union federation’s  
conference in Brighton on 
Monday. 

Dave Prentis, Unison union 
general secretary, slammed 
the “failure” of privatisation. 

“For decades we’ve have 
fought privatisation—against 
Margaret Thatcher, against 
John Major, against Tony 
Blair’s New Labour,” he said.  

“We demand that in the 
run-up to a general election—
an election we want and are 
ready for—scrapping priva-
tisation is a priority for our 
movement.” 

Scrap
Delegates unanimously 
passed a motion calling on 
bosses to scrap plans for 
“wholly-owned subsidiaries”. 

This new method of priva-
tisation sees jobs outsourced 
to a privately-registered com-
pany owned by the NHS trust. 

It allows bosses to under-
mine workers’ wages and 
terms and conditions, making 
the health service more 
attractive for corporations to 
take over later down the line. 

Sue Web, a delegate from 
the Society of Radiographers, 
said it was a “cynical ploy 
to exploit poorer members 
of staff” and warned it was 
“leading to backdoor privati-
sation.”  She said, “It could 

spread to other services, such 
as radiology, undermining 
the whole ethos of the NHS.” 

Unison members have 
scored important wins 
against privatisation in the 
last year.

Roz Norman of Unison said 
her union had been “fighting 
the surge of subsidiary com-
panies” and listed a string 
of victories where bosses 
backed down from outsourc-
ing plans. 

“When we support our 
staff to fight we do win,” she 
said, hailing the recent win at 
the Bradford Royal Infirmary. 

Unison members at the hos-
pital staged three weeks 
of strikes and threatened 
an all-out walkout, forcing 
bosses to postpone plans for 
a wholly-owned subsidiary.

On Tuesday there were 
huge cheers when Jeremy 
Corbyn promised that 
“change is coming” that “gives 
power to the true wealth cre-
ators—the workers”. 

And he promised that 
Labour was “ready to unleash 
the biggest people-powered 
campaign” in a coming gen-
eral election. 

Unfortunately, Corbyn 

said, “Our first priority is to 
stop a no-deal Brexit and then 
to trigger a general election.” 

On Sunday the TUC 
papered over divisions about 
Brexit. 

Delegates spoke about how 
the Tories would use a no-
deal Brexit to push through 
more austerity, privatisation 
and racism.

Simple
Steve Turner, the Unite 
union assistant general sec-
retary, struck a defiant tone 
when speaking on Brexit. 

He said he had a simple 
message for the “pathological 
liar, racist and sexist squat-
ting in Downing Street”—
“Fuck you,” and “Fuck your 
no-deal Brexit”.

Beneath the fury was a 
fudged position. 

Some unions want to 
shift TUC policy to over-
turn the Brexit vote. Others 
want to ensure the vote is 
implemented. 

Yet nearly all the unions 
spoke in favour of the same 
motion. 

It passed almost unani-
mously, with only the RMT 
transport workers’ union del-
egation voting against.

Unions need to unite work-
ing class people against Tory 
austerity and racism. 

Backing the People’s Vote 
campaign—which is led by 
right wing liberals and big 
business—would divide 
workers and see the unions 
tail a bosses’ agenda.

School students lobby 
SCHOOL students and 
climate campaigners 
lobbied the TUC 
on Sunday. 

Rhys, a school student 
from near Brighton, 
was one of the people 
leafleting to build 
support for the 
global climate 
strike on  
20 September 
(see pages 
10&11). 

He told 
Socialist 
Worker, 
“Every month 
students have 
come out to 
demand action 

on the climate. I have 
been on every strike 
since February. 

“Now adults and 
workers can join the 
global climate strike 
to demand action from 
the politicians—who 

are doing 
nothing.” 

The 
conference 
was set to 
debate climate 
change and 
the union 
response 
on Tuesday 
as Socialist 
Worker went 
to press. On the lobby
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 Refugees evicted from camps  
 in France—on Britain’s say-so  
Hundreds of people trapped at Britain’s border have faced increasing harassment by French 
authorities. Now—with the collusion of Tory Priti Patel—they’ve been attacked by police
HUNDREDS OF refugees in 
northern France faced a mass 
raid by the police this week.

The French state had posted evic-
tion notices for refugee settlements 
in Calais and Dunkirk.

This would force out more 
than 800 refugees who are living 
in and around the gymnasium in  
Grande-Synthe, Dunkirk. 

Hundreds more face a simi-
lar threat at one of the biggest  
makeshift settlements in Calais. 

One British aid volunteer, who 
recently returned from Calais 
told Socialist Worker, “The situa-
tion is tense among refugees who 
are clearly aware the pressure is 
ramped up by French police. 

“There have been a number of 
small police incursions already.”

The volunteer added, “The evic-
tion notice for Calais has been 
posted and they fear a mass incur-
sion. They expect to be moved en 
masse.  

“Meanwhile as the summer ends 
and the weather gets worse, so does 
life for refugees who are forced to 
live outside.”

The threat of mass evictions 
follows a meeting between Tory 
home secretary Priti Patel and 
French interior minister Christophe 
Castaner. 

They resolved to ramp up border 
security with more UK Border Force 
and French police patrol boats in 
the English Channel.

Alongside more patrol boats 
British and French authorities want 
to make life even harsher for refu-
gees trapped at Britain’s border in 
France. This will only force more to 
take the dangerous sea journey. 

Appeal
Refugee aid organisations have 
issued an appeal for people to make 
donations ahead of the evictions. 

Riccardo la Torre, an FBU union 
member, joined a delegation of 
firefighters to Calais last month. 
He said, “The camps are due to be 
ripped up by a section of the French 
police that are particularly hostile 
and aggressive. 

“When we were there we heard 
stories of the camping and cooking 
equipment being confiscated.” 

Trade union and student delega-
tions, organised by Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) and Care4Calais, 
bring vital supplies to refugees. 

Their aim is to help build a mass 
movement that welcomes refugees 
in Britain, not simply charity. 

Riccardo described how police 
recently asked the fire brigade to 
help them search for refugees who 
had made it across to Britain. 

“They said there might be a 

stowaway from Calais in the back 
of these trucks and we want you to 
get your thermal imaging out and 
find them,” he said. 

“We said, ‘Why—are they in 
trouble?’ They said, ‘No, we want 
you to find them so we can nick 
them’. 

“We said you can get stuffed, 
boys. You always have a choice.” 

The refugees trapped in northern 
France have fled war, dictatorship 
and poverty. 

The only solution is to open the 
border and let them in safety—and 
that requires  a mass movement that 
can force the British state to do it. 

POLICE OVERSEE an eviction in Calais 

Defend EU migrants’ rights
LABOUR SHADOW home 
secretary Diane Abbott and 
other leading figures in the 
party have signed an open 
letter demanding European 
migrants are safeguarded. 

The letter, initiated by 
Stand Up To Racism, calls 
on the government to pass 
legislation guaranteeing the 
legal status of all European 
Union (EU) migrants. 

It says that “at a minimum 
the government must scrap 
the five-year cap” on EU 
settled status. Currently 

migrants who have lived in 
Britain for fewer than five 
years can only apply for the 
inferior pre-settled status. 

It also says, “Every EU 
national resident in the 
UK should preserve all 
their current rights.” And 
it calls on the government 
to “re-establish the 
original deadline to apply 
for settled status”. 

Anti-racists should use 
the letter to gather support 
for defending EU migrants’ 
rights and free movement. 

ANTI-RACISM
Protests after 
Islamophobic 
attacks in London
AROUND 150 people joined a 
protest outside North Ealing Tube 
station in west London last Friday. 
It followed an Islamophobic attack 
that hospitalised two women.  

The attack left one woman with 
broken ribs, and the other with a 
black eye and internal bleeding. 

It took place in front of their two 
children. 

The protest was called by West 
London Stand Up to Racism.

lAROUND 40 anti-racists turned 
out in Waltham Forest, east 
London, last Saturday after an 
attack on a local Muslim woman.

Anti-Nazis oppose 
pathetic Robinson 
supporters in Leeds 
A RUMP of Tommy Robinson 
supporters marched through 
Leeds city centre on Saturday of 
last week. 

Around 50 fans of the jailed 
Nazi gathered in the city chanting, 
“Free Tommy”.

They were outnumbered by a 
250-strong counter-demonstration 
organised by Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) and Unite Against Fascism. 

Anti-fascists chanted, “From the 
Pennines to the sea—Yorkshire will 
be fascist free,” as they marched 
from the city. 

Sam Kirk from SUTR Leeds said 
the Nazis’ turnout was “pathetic”. 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

International 
Conference 
Against Racism 
and Fascism
lSaturday 19 October, 
Central London 

lBook tickets at  
bit.ly/SUTR2019 

Hosted by Stand 
Up To Racism
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 Thousands  
 join demos  
 in South  
 Africa over  
 violence
Women say that the government 
does not keep them safe from rape 
and assault, and are demanding 
urgent action from the authorities 
THOUSANDS OF South African 
women took to the streets on 
Thursday of last week to protest 
at the government’s failure to 
deal with rising violence against 
women. 

Many carried placards reading, 
“Enough is enough,” and, “My body 
is not your crime scene.”

The day before women had pro-
tested outside the World Economic 
Forum in Johannesburg. Police used 
water cannons and stun grenades 
against them.

August was the most deadly 
month for violent crimes against 
women the country has ever seen.

On average at least 137 sexual 
offences are committed per day 
in South Africa, mainly against 
women, according to official figures. 

The latest protests highlighted 
cases such as the death of Uyinene 
Mrwetyana, a student murdered by 
a Post Office employee who alleg-
edly raped and bludgeoned her to 
death with a weighing scale.

Penalty
There are repeated calls for the 
return of the death penalty and 
more police.

But there were at least 55 rape 
complaints against police officers in 
just six months last year.

South African socialist Claire 
Ceruti writes, “The magnificent 
women’s protests were a raging fire 
of hope in a dark time.

“Expecting the death penalty 
to solve rape and the murder of 
women makes it seem as if the prob-
lem is just a few bad men who can 
be picked out of society and then we 
would be safe.

“In reality, the war against 
women is the result of a system-
atic social degradation of women—
which shapes all men and women 

to some extent—combined with the 
intense degradation of life under 
capitalism today. 

“Together, these create the con-
ditions that can turn quite ordinary 
men dangerous, and we will not be 
safe until this changes.

“Even in the middle of the rape 
crisis, much of the anti-rape rhet-
oric still invites men to imagine 
women as somehow the property of 
men—‘Imagine if it was your sister 
or mother’ and ‘Real men must pro-
tect women’.

“We do of course want men who 
stand shoulder to shoulder with us, 
but we don’t want our safety to be 
chained to a man—especially when 
so much violence is done to women 
by intimate partners. 

“What we need is for all women 
to be treated as humans in our own 
right, with full control over our own 
bodies.

“To protect ourselves as women, 
we need to attack this whole set up 
root and branch.

“That doesn’t mean we should 
wait, dying in numbers, for the com-
plete transformation of society. This 
is the fight to transform society.  

“It’s a fight not only to change 
attitudes but to transform the mate-
rial conditions and social relations 
that nourish these attitudes.

“First and foremost, it is crucial 
to continue organising, as women, 
and to continue the path of disrup-
tive actions which don’t care for the 
false respectability of politely influ-
encing policy on paper. We need 
change, not nice words.”
For Claire Ceruti’s full article go to  
bit.ly/Ceruti 

On other pages...
Hong Kong: The battle continues 
for democracy >>Page 17

 Hurricane Dorian devastates Bahamas
by GABBY THORPE

HURRICANE DORIAN has left 
staggering damage in its wake as 
it hit two northern islands in The 
Bahamas on 1 September.

 The island of Abaco was badly 
hit, along with large parts of Grand 
Bahama. 

The death toll on Monday stood 
at 44 people—mostly on Abaco.

Some 70,000 people have been 
left homeless, and the death toll 
is expected to rise drastically over 
coming days as more bodies are 
discovered buried under rubble. 

The hurricane was a category 
five, the biggest to ever hit the 
Bahamas. 

It reached winds of 185mph.
Over 130,000 homes have been 

destroyed and large parts of Abaco 
were flattened. 

Operations are taking place to 
relocate people who have lost their 
homes. 

A cruise ship carrying 1,400 
evacuees arrived in Florida on 
Saturday. Other refugees have also 
been taken to Nassau—the capital 
of the Bahamas. 

The rich who have their homes 
on the islands escaped easily. The 
poor were left to suffer and die. 

Hurricane Dorian has now been 
downgraded to a category one 
storm, after leaving the coast of 
Florida with little disturbance.

 But the damage it left behind in 
the Bahamas is a terrifying insight 
into the reality of increasingly 
extreme weather. 

 Greek workers under attack
GREECE’S Tory prime 
minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis promised 
tax cuts for the 
rich, widespread 
privatisation, and 
attacks on workers 
in an important 
economic speech last 
Saturday.

He hopes this will 
appease the “Troika” 
of the European Union 
(EU), the European 
Central Bank 
and International 

Monetary Fund. They 
have demanded 
devastating austerity 
in Greece to ensure 
it repays its debts to 
bankers in the EU.

New Democracy 
beat the once-radical 
Syriza party in 
elections in July. 

The previous 
Syriza government 
was elected in 
2015, promising an 
end to austerity, 
but gave in to the 

Troika’s demands for 
swingeing cuts and 
privatisation.

Syriza leader 
and former prime 
minister Alexis Tsipras 
now only accuses 
Mitsotakis of making 
“irresponsible” 
promises.

Thousands of 
people protested 
against Mitsotakis 
outside the venue 
for his speech in 
Thessaloniki.

PROTESTERS MARCHED in Johannesburg and Cape Town  

FIGURE IT OUT
 51  years until Greece 

finishes its debt 
repayment schedule

 34  percent youth 
unemployment in 
Greece in May 

 17  percent 
unemployment in 
Greece in May

 5  percent reduction 
in corporate tax 
promised by 2023

Thousands have been left homeless 
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This rebellion 
shows future
EXTINCTION Rebellion’s 
recent Northern 
Rebellion in Manchester 
was an inspiration. 

For four days one 
of the busiest areas of 
central Manchester was 
transformed.

 Instead of being a 
thoroughfare for cars, 
it was a pedestrianised 
space full of people 
talking, discussing 
and organising for a 
sustainable future.

 The Rebellion 
reminded me that 
ordinary people are 
perfectly capable of 
organising and protecting 
their own spaces. 

This is the sort of 
democratic future that 
we will need if we are 
to stop capitalism’s 
destruction of the planet.

Martin Empson
Manchester

Go all out for  
20 September 
THE forthcoming Strike 
for Climate will be most 
effective if everyone 
demands that their 
government declares a 
climate emergency. 

Anonymous
by email 

lWE MUST agitate in 
our workplaces as much 
as possible for action on 
20 September. 

The planet is dying 
and the ruling class only 
wants to save it if it can 
make a profit. It is up to 
ordinary people to stand 
up for our home. 

Bethany Hayes
Nottingham

Learn from 
Hong Kong
WE CAN learn from 
those in Hong Kong 
who have stopped the 
bill and lost their fear 
of gangsters and police 
violence. 

Victory to the 
protesters. They can win 
their five demands.

Lawrence Wong 
South London

Corbyn must 
take action
JEREMY CORBYN needs 
to take the collapse of 
the Tory party as an 
opportunity to get them 
out of office. 

Anything less than 
a general election is 
a mistake that could 
potentially cost him 
a large section of his 
supporters.

Adam Parry
Cardiff

Just a 
thought...

Members of the anti-apartheid Stop the Seventy campaign

 Can you help us make this pamphlet?
AUTUMN 1969 and Spring 
1970 saw demonstrations 
and pitch invasions of 
grounds to disrupt the 
South African rugby team as 
they toured Britain and 
Ireland.

The demonstrations were 
organised by the Stop the 
Seventy Tour Committee 
with the support of the 
Anti-Apartheid Movement. 

This mass civil 
disobedience in the face of 
police brutality successfully 
stopped the 1970 South 
African cricket tour and 
future cricketing tours until 
apartheid fell. 

The success was a victory 

for anti-racists everywhere. 
We are currently 

researching the campaign 
for a pamphlet to be 
published early next year. 

We would welcome 
stories and testimony from 

anyone involved in this 
inspiring campaign. Email  
geoff.brown@gmail.com or  
c.hogsbjerg@brighton.ac.uk

Geoff Brown and  
Christian Hogsbjerg

By email

 Youth lead  
 on climate 
DOZENS OF young people 
from across Britain recently 
assembled at Deansgate in 
Manchester to help support 
the Northern Rebellion.

From 7.30am on Friday 
30 August, youths had 
come to assist in the 
blockading of a section of 
road on Deansgate. 

For the next four days 
they made great efforts to 
demonstrate the important 
role young people have 
within Extinction Rebellion 
(XR) and in the fight for 
climate justice.

Members of XR Youth 
held three “Youth Forums” 
across the weekend. 

They provided a space 
for young people to vocalise 
the challenges they faced in 
trying to bring attention to 
the climate crisis. And they 
gave suggestions on what 
XR could do as a wider 
movement to help 
overcome such challenges.

Common themes 
included the lack of being 
taken seriously and anger 
at the education system for 
not providing information 
on political and individual 
rights.

Over the weekend, 
several young people were 
invited to speak. Each 
expressed their individual 
fears for their future in 
light of the climate 
emergency.

This demonstrated the 
power young people have 
to bring attention to the 
issue of climate change.

 Young people have the 
potential to be a leading 
voice within climate justice 
movements. 

And they are certainly 
not a group that more 
experienced activists can 
afford to ignore.

Fritha Heaven
Lancashire 

‘Affordable rents’ are a  
cause of homelessness
TWO SHOCKING, in-depth 
and detailed reports show 
that housing associations 
are refusing social 
housing to some of their 
poorest applicants.

They are using 
applicant “affordability 
assessments” and new 
higher rents that cannot 
be met by benefits.

The authors conclude 
that, “The shift to 
‘affordable’ housing is at 
the expense of provision 
of housing at social rents, 
accessible to those on the 
lowest incomes. Left 

unchecked, there is the 
potential for a ‘perfect 
storm’ in which welfare 
reforms and austerity 
policies increasingly push 
those on the lowest 
incomes into the private 
rented sector.”

We have always been 
told that the higher rents 
would be covered in full 
by housing benefit.

That was a lie. Higher 
social and “affordable” 
rents are a direct cause of 
homelessness.  

Paul Burnham
North London

Keep up fight to stop arms 
trade’s festival of violence 
THE WEEK of protests against the 
Defence and Security Equipment 
International (DSEI) arms fair has 
been well organised. 

Direct action has been sporadic 
but determined, including an 
activist locking-on to a helicopter 
on the “No Faith in War” day. 

Other lock-ons in the middle of 
the road held up deliveries, and 
walkouts obstructed trucks 
carrying arms equipment. 

Large numbers of police have 
been doing their job, protecting 
the likes of Saudi, Israeli, US and 
British arms traders, by aggressive 
and violent handling of protesters, 
and making arrests.

Anti-war activities have ranged 
from dancing the Palestinian 

dabke and street theatre, to 
learning about the links between 
Soas University of London and the 
Ministry of Defence’s Defence 
Cultural Specialist Unit. 

This exposes the use of 
academic knowledge to help the 
military and governments in their 
repression around the world. 

Over 800 US military bases, 
engaged in violence with other 
murderous regimes, also form the 
largest polluter in the world. 

Friday’s protest focused on this 
issue and brought in Extinction 
Rebellion and other climate 
activists. 

This DSEI biennial event has 
taken place at Excel in Newham 
since 2001. But this year has seen 

a real step up in involvement of 
local activists. 

These included Momentum, a 
Peace Exhibition organised by the 
council, and a demonstration 
coinciding with the opening of the 
arms fair on Tuesday. 

The arms industry backs up our 
states in their drive to control 
resources and markets throughout 
the world. 

It provides them with arms as 
they compete with each other, and 
represses and kills ordinary people 
wherever they dare to rebel. 

It is vital that we keep standing 
up to the companies responsible 
for these deaths.

Miriam Scharf
East London 
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‘We are working as a team to deliver 
strong climate strikes in Salford’
SALFORD CITY Council is 
one workplace where trade 
unionists have been organising 
to get action on 20 September. 

Council workers plan a 
lunchtime rally, with workers 
later joining school students 
on the streets in central 
Manchester.

Ameen Hadi is treasurer 
of Salford City Unison union. 
He expects that hundreds of 
workers will join the rally.

“The council declared a 
climate emergency so we said, 
‘We’ve got to do something 
for 20 September,’ and they 
agreed,” Ameen told Socialist 
Worker.

“There’s going to be some 
form of shutdown. We’re 
encouraging everyone to 
take part in the event outside 
Salford Civic Centre at  
12 noon.” And Unison, which 

has a 4,000-strong membership 
Salford City branch, is 
organising transport to the 
student-led rally in Manchester.

Ameen said workers are 
preparing for the strike in 
different ways. “I suspect some 
workers will take a day unpaid 
leave,” he said. “Others may 
take flexi time or leave owing.”

Ameen stressed that activists 
should look to use every 
method to get workers 
involved.

“It’s about building 
up these strikes,” he 
said. “The way we’re 
pushing is to say, ‘Go 
and join the strike,’ 
across the whole 
branch, including in the 
private sector.”

Ameen added that many 
workers had heard of the 
climate strikes—and some had 

children attending—and many 
were receptive to the idea of 
action.

“We want to get people 
participating in this and 
encouraging others to join it,” 
he said. “At first we didn’t have 
that. But now I’ve got stewards 
who are going to call union 
meetings and go down as a 
team together on  
20 September.”

T
HERE’S A big oppor-
tunity on Friday 20 
September to push 
the climate move-
ment forward—and 
we have to grab it. 

The action follows a year of 
strikes by school students. 

Some two million struck across 
every continent on 15 March.

Now school strike leaders, 
including Greta Thunberg, are 
calling on adults to join them on 
the streets.

Groups of trade unionists are 
fighting to get protests, stoppages 
and walkouts.

Sheffield school striker Patrick 
Wakefield told Socialist Worker, 
“It is going to be really excit-
ing. The strike day is important 
because of the potential power 
that workers have.

“Climate change has been pro-
duced by capitalism. Workers have 
a role where they can fight back 
and stop it.”

A  genera t ion  o f  young  
people has risen up against inac-
tion over climate change and 
organised a global movement.

In Britain school walkouts 
started on 15 February, initi-
ated by the UK Climate Schools 
Network. There have been six 
strikes so far.

Megan Rose, a student at the 
University of Glasgow, was part 
of organising the first strike in 
February. “It was so nerve-wrack-
ing before the first strike,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

“I thought 30 or 40 people were 
going to turn up, but there were 
over 100 there.”

Team
Megan organised the first Glasgow 
strike by herself, but is now part 
of a team of 80 students. “It’s a 
really good network organising 
publicity, finance, work with trade 
unions and more,” she said.

Some politicians, includ-
i n g  f o r m e r  T o r y  p r i m e  
minister Theresa May, accused 
strikers of not understanding cli-
mate change and of “wasting 
lesson time”.

Megan said these accusations 
are “absolute nonsense”. “Anyone 

‘Strikes are our most powerful weapon’
by PATRICK WAKEFIELD,  
climate school striker, Sheffield, UKSCN 
Trade Union Outreach Group

BEING A school striker is an 
education you can’t be given, 
you have to learn through 
experience.

We’ve leafletted one of the 
main council buildings in 
Sheffield asking workers to join 
us on the strike day. 

We’ve had a really positive 
response. 

Some workers have said 
they’re worried about losing 
money or about how it will 
affect their pensions.

One of the things we’ve been 
telling workers to do is to talk 
to their trade union reps and 
see what they can do. 

Of course, we don’t want any 
negative repercussions and we 
want people to try to organise 
in a way that means this doesn’t 
happen. 

It’s so annoying we have 

to do this—but we’re telling 
people to try and get their boss 
on their side. 

It’s kind of one of the only 
ways to do it because of the 
Tory anti-union laws. 

For councils—and especially 
councils that have declared a 
climate emergency—workers 
can hold them accountable. 

Workers should say to council 
bosses, “Ok you’ve declared a 
council emergency, now let us 
fight for this.”  We did a huge 

banner drop saying, “General 
strike for the climate  
20 September” over a main 
road. 

This means we can publicise 
the strike to everyone. A 
minority of workers are in a 
union, but we want everyone to 
be involved in this fight.

The fight against climate 
change is a fight against the 
system and strikes are the 
most powerful weapon at our 
disposal.

‘Climate change 
affects everyone’
by IZZY SMITHEMAN, 
 climate striker, Bristol

WE’VE GOT a big day planned 
for 20 September. There’s 
going to be picketing in the 
morning outside the University 
of Bristol and the 
environmental agency.  

It’s really important 
to get more people 
involved, and the trade 
unions. Something we’ve  
 tried is 

reaching out 
to the film 
industry in 
an action 
called “the 
film 

industry strikes back”. We’ve 
been going into six different 
studios in Bristol. Most people 
said, “This is cool”, but quite a 
few weren’t interested.

When we mentioned the idea 
of a lunchtime stoppage people 
were even more interested.

It will make a huge 
difference for workers to get 
involved. It can’t carry on just 
being the youth.

The action on 20 September 
will be about showing 
solidarity between everyone, 
because it’s not just the youth 
who will suffer, it’s workers 
too.

My message to workers 
is—turn up on 20 
September. Talk to people 
about it in your workplace. 

There are lots of ways to 
get involved.

‘If we hold our nerve it will be a success’
by SCHOOL WORKER  
Unison union, east London

I THINK people really want to 
take action over climate change.

For 20 September we’re 
planning on action centring on 
air pollution in Tower Hamlets. 

In this borough the air quality 
is so poor that children’s lung 
capacity is between 10 and 15 
percent smaller than average. 

We’re looking into blocking the 
roads at three locations to draw 
attention to the issue, and to act 
as a focus for walkouts.

The night before we’re 
holding a public meeting on 
“This is an emergency” at 
Queen Mary University. It’s 
hosted by the three campus 
unions alongside school student 
strikers.

If you’re going to take 
unofficial action how do you do 

that in a way that doesn’t lose 
people’s jobs? 

The answer to that is big 
numbers and people coming out 
and feeling confident that taking 
action over climate change 
shouldn’t be a disciplinary 
offence.

Young people and workers—
we’ve all got an interest in 
saving the planet. The only thing 
that will stop it being a success 
is if we fail to hold our nerve.

‘The strike is being taken up in Scotland’
WORKERS IN eight UCU union 
branches across Scotland plan 
to hold walkouts on  
20 September. The branches are 
Glasgow, Glasgow Caledonian, 
Edinburgh, Heriot Watt, Queen 
Margaret in Edinburgh, Dundee, 
Abertay University in Dundee 
and Aberdeen.

In Dundee, unions have 
called a city centre rally at  
12 noon to join striking school 
students.

Carlo Morelli, president of 
UCU Scotland, told Socialist 
Worker how the action came 
about. 

“A UCU activist argued 
for a motion to be put to 
the TUC union federation 
supporting a 30-minute 
walkouts,” he said. 
“From that I called 
an activists’ 
meeting and I had 
no opposition 

from union officials at all. “A 
mix of people turned up—not 
just the branch committee 
members. 

“People wanted materials so 
we circulated a video, teaching 
materials and a letter calling on 
universities to disinvest pension 
funds from fossil fuels.”

Some workers may walk 
out and join the Dundee rally 
during their lunch break. 

But if there are big numbers, 
workers could stay out during 

the afternoon.
Carlo said, “The idea 

of the climate strike is 
being taken up widely, 

so I wouldn’t be 
surprised if the 
walkouts are 
sizeable. 

The 
walkouts 

are 

planned as 30-minutes but 
could easily be longer.”

He added that there haven’t 
been school strikes in Dundee 
before, but now strikes are 
planned at two schools. And 
there is significant official union 
support for the struggle.

Dundee city council Unison 
has donated £150 to the 
Scottish Youth Climate Strike 
and helped provide services 
such as photocopying for flyers. 
The UCU in Scotland was 
discussing donating £250 on 
Friday.

“Trade unions have a major 
role to play in demanding 
climate change is addressed,” 
said Carlo. “We need to support 
demands for one million 
climate jobs with decent pay 
and conditions.

“This can lead to a realisation 
of calls for system change not 
climate change.”

20 september
our chance to  
strike back

who says that needs to speak to 
our strikers, who are all so well 
informed,” she said. “They’re not 
doing it to skip school—we’ve even 
got education stalls during the 
day to make sure everyone leaves 
informed.”

The strikes are driven by rage at 
a climate catastrophe that means 
younger people in particular face 
a terrifying future of extreme 
weather.

Their enthusiasm and courage 
has been inspirational. 

But it isn’t enough to be inspired–
now wider layers of people and 
workers have to join them in the 
struggle.

It’s hugely welcome that some 
workers are set to join the action 
this month.

Megan said, “Having workers 
there on 20 September is going to 
be so important. 

“The unions are so important in 
Glasgow, having banners on the 
demonstration will be amazing—
that means so much to me.

“To see something like this 
happening has been inspiring—I 
wouldn’t have imagined it at the 
start.”

Students have built a new movement demanding action on climate 
change—and now they want workers to join them. Sarah Bates 
spoke to some of those organising walkouts and protests

School striker in the Phillipines

Patrick Wakefield and Polly Hallam

Izzy Smitheman Carlo Morelli

Ameen Hadi



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

 CHELMSFORD & SOUTHEND
System change not 
climate change
Tue 24 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Railway Hotel,
Cliff Town Rd, 
Southend,ND
SS1 1AJ.
Booklaunch 
EDINBURGH
System change not 
climate change
Wed 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL.
Booklaunch
GLASGOW
System change not 
climate change
Sat 21 Sep, 7pm, 
Mercure Hotel,
201 Ingram St,
G1 1DQ.
Booklaunch
GREATER MANCHESTER
System change not 
climate change
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS.
Booklaunch
LONDON: NORTH
System change not 
climate change
Thu 10 Oct, 7.45pm, 
Elizabeth House,
2 Hurlock St,
Highbury,
N5 1ED.
Booklaunch
LONDON: SOUTH
System change not 
climate change
Wed 2 Oct, 7pm, 
Karibu Centre,
7 Gresham Rd, SW9 7PH.
Booklaunch
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Strike for the climate
Wed 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow, E17 6QQ
NORWICH
System change not 
climate change
Wed 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA.
Booklaunch
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
System change not 
climate change
Wed 16 Oct, 7.15pm, 
St. Peter’s Café,
4 Exchange St,
WV1 1TS.
Booklaunch

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Brexit, borders and the 
case for a United Ireland
Mon 16 Sep, 6pm, 
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
A rebel’s guide to 
Alexandra Kollontai
Thu 19 Sep, 7pm, 
Room 302, The Civic,
Hanson St, S70 2HZ
BIRMINGHAM
Why we’re against all 
border controls
Wed 18 Sep, 7pm, 
The Church at Carrs Lane,
Carrs Ln,B4 7SX
BOLTON
The sixth extinction—
capitalism & the 
biodiversity crisis
Wed 25 Sep, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St,BL1 1DY

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Stop Modi’s repression— 
how can Kashmir be free?
Thu 26 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
Trump and imperialism—
could he start a 
war with Iran?
Wed 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
From Tiananmen Square to 
the Hong Kong resistance
Thu 19 Sep, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COVENTRY
Viktor Orban, Hungary and 
the rise of the far right
Wed 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln,CV1 5RF

EDINBURGH
Capitalism in crisis—
was Marx right?
Wed 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
EXETER
System change not 
climate change
Wed 25 Sep, 7pm, 
The Exeter Peace Shop,
31 New Bridge St,
EX4 3AH
GLASGOW
The Hong Kong resistance 
and the impact on China
Thu 26 Sep, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City, G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
Can we build a sustainable 
socialist society?
Wed 18 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade, HD1 5JP

HULL
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Thu 19 Sep, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd, HU6 7RZ
KENT
Stop Modi’s repression— 
how can Kashmir be free?
Thu 19 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
Chatham, ME4 4BP
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
System change not 
climate change
Thu 19 Sep, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq, LS3 1AD
LONDON: HACKNEY
Race, class and identity
Thu 19 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd,
E5 0PU

LONDON: HARINGEY
Women and the far right
Wed 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Politics of the mind—
capitalism and mental health
Thu 19 Sep, 7pm, 
Elizabeth House,
2 Hurlock St,
Highbury,
N5 1ED
LONDON: SOUTH
Why do LGBT+ people 
still face violence?
Wed 18 Sep, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd  
(near Effra Rd, facing 
Windrush Square),
Brixton,
SW2 1EP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Lenin, the state 
and revolution
Wed 18 Sep, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
What will we wear to 
the revolution?
Wed 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Forum,
10 Shacklewell St,
E2 7EG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Is Karl Marx still 
relevant today?
Wed 25 Sep, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
Too many people? The 
myth of overpopulation
Thu 19 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
LUTON & ST ALBANS
Can Corbynomics work?
Thu 19 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Stockwood Hotel,
41-43 Stockwood 
Crescent (enter via the 
London Rd car park),
LU1 3SS
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
How can we get from 
capitalism to socialism?
Wed 25 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
Zombie capitalism—why 
is the system failing?
Wed 18 Sep, 7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

OXFORD
Class and the climate crisis—
can workers save the planet?
Thu 19 Sep, 7pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
Climate chaos and 
political meltdown—
how do we fight back?
Wed 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
System change not 
climate change
Wed 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Brexit, borders and the 
case for a united Ireland
Thu 19 Sep, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Who is to blame for  
the opioids crisis?
Wed 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd, SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
The myth of overpopulation 
and climate change
Thu 19 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
YORK
Drugs and alienation
Wed 18 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

GLASGOW
Marxism in Scotland 2019— 
Ideas to Change the World
Sat 9 Nov, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephens Centre,
260 Bath St, G2 4JP
Themes include: Independence 
& the break-up of the British 
state • Resisting racism, 
fascism & the far right • 
System change not climate 
change • #MeToo: challenging 
sexism and the system 

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRISTOL
Thu 19 Sep, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

COLCHESTER
Thu 26 Sep, 8pm, 
Oyster Room, Hythe 
Community Centre,
1 Ventura Dr,
CO1 2FG

LANCASTER AND 
MORECAMBE
Thu 19 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Ln,
LA1 1TX

LIVERPOOL
Thu 19 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 18 Sep, 7.15pm, 
St. Peter’s Café,
4 Exchange St,
WV1 1TS

Kick the Tories out—
general election now

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

System Change Not 
Climate Change 
Edited by Martin Empson, £8

This is not a Drill
By Extinction Rebellion 
£8

Too Many People?
By Ian Angus and  
Simon Butler, £13.99

Eating Tomorrow
By Timothy Wise 
£24 

A PROTEST outside Downing Street Picture: Guy Smallman
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Kano grapples with life for 
working class black people
The veteran grime artist’s new album Hoodies All Summer is the latest 
offering of an increasingly politically-motivated scene, writes Paddy Nielsen
HOODIES ALL Summer is an 
album that is rooted in grime artist 
Kano’s experience of living in East 
London. 

When interviewed before the 
album’s release he said, “It sounds 
quite sinister, but a hoodie is also 
like a defence mechanism—a coat 
of armour, protection from the rain.

“It’s like we always get rained on 
but don’t worry, we’re resilient, we 
wear hoodies all summer. We’re pre-
pared for whatever.” 

It’s a good title for an album that 
grapples with the life of working 
class black communities facing pov-
erty-related issues, gang violence 
and racism. 

T h e  n a r r a t i v e  f r o m  t h e  
mainstream media is that street 
violence and gangs are specifically 
a “black issue”. Kano counters this 
stereotype. 

“It’s important to remember that 
these unfortunate situations come 
about because of circumstances that 
are out of the hands of the people 
who are involved,” he said. 

“Not everyone is this gang-sign, 
picture-taking, hoodie-wearing gang 
member. 

“Yes some people are involved 
in crime, and some people are not. 
They just live in these areas, and it’s 
a fucked up situation.”

Fear
“Trouble” is the stand out track of 
the album. 

Its description of the daily fear of 
working class mothers who worry 
about the police and the lure of gang 
activities is moving. 

“All our mothers worry when we 
touch the road/Cause they know it’s 
touch-and-go whether we’re coming 
home.” Kano also delves into the 

contradiction of being black and 
rich, yet still facing the daily racism 
of the state. 

On the first track “Free Years 
Later” he references the fact that 
the current king of British grime 
Stormzy was raided by police. 

“Babylon boy, look how they 
raided Stormzy/This is crystal not a 
case of 40s.

“They don’t want to see us off the 
estates with all these/Young, rich 
Morleys, still eating Morley’s.” 

Musically the album fits together 
well with a combination of visceral 
electronic beats, strings and choirs. 

It all adds to exciting switches in 
tempo and very quick changes in 
pace and intensity. 

This has been a constant theme 
throughout all of Kano’s projects 
since the release of “Home Sweet 
Home” in 2004. 

Pioneers
Alongside artists such as Skepta, 
Wiley and Dizzee Rascal, Kano is 
widely considered one of the pio-
neers of grime, British Hip Hop and 
culture.  

He has dominated the scene with 
his sharp lyrics, positive messages 
and award winning projects.

What you feel is different though 
is that politics is now seeping stead-
ily into the British grime scene. 

Opposition to racism, the police’s 
tactics of stop and search and anti-
government feeling that have always 
been there under the surface are 
now being voiced openly. 

Kano’s album is a must-listen for 
anyone who is interested in grime. 

It’s a further window into how 
anti-austerity and anti-racist politics 
continue to shape the scene.
Hoodies All Summer is out now

‘IT’S LIKE we always get rained on. But don’t worry, we’re resilient’

THEATRE
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE* 
(*SORT OF)
At the Bristol Old Vic until Sat 
28 September, and then on 
tour

THIS IS an adaptation like no 
other. 

Glasgow-based theatre 
company Blood of the 
Young’s take on a beloved 
novel draws on over  
200 years of romantic pop 
history. 

Six young women have a 
story to tell. 

You might have seen 
them, emptying the chamber 
pots and sweeping ash from 
the grate, making sure those 
above stairs find their happy 
ending. Of course, they’ve 
always been running the 
show—after all “You can’t 
have a whirlwind romance 
without clean bedding”. 

But tonight, the servants 
are also playing every part.

Writer and performer 
Isobel McArthur said, “This 
adaptation sees a cast of 

servants multi-role-ing to 
tell the story of Pride and 
Prejudice. 

“Audiences don’t need 
to have even heard of Jane 
Austen or her novels.

“This show is simply for 
anyone who enjoys a great 
night out full of colour, music 
and laughter. 

“I’d encourage anybody 
put off by the associated 
stuffiness or frilly corsetry 
of the Austen legacy to give 
this a go. 

“And I’d tell those who 
love Austen not to worry 
because we do, too. 

“This is a deeply 
affectionate re-telling of her 
brilliant, enduring story.”

Pride and Prejudice* (*Sort Of) 
will tour at
lNorthern Stage, Newcastle 
2—12 October 2019
lBirmingham Repertory 
Theatre, 15 October— 
2 November 2019
lThe Royal Lyceum Theatre, 
Edinburgh, 24 January— 
15 February 2020
lLeeds Playhouse, 25— 
29 February 2020
lNuffield Southampton 
Theatres, 17—28 March 2020

Politician, hush don’t make a sound
Been oppressin’ us couple centuries now
And these gunshots never reach your town
It’s never on top when you leave your house
Trouble

A fantasy drama with good politics, but little subtlety
TELEVISION
CARNIVAL ROW
Out now on Amazon Prime

CARNIVAL ROW is a 
neighbourhood in the 
fictional, fantastical, steam-
punk city of the Burgue. It’s 
a home to people fleeing 
the war between the 
rulers of the Burgue and 
the Pact—two industrial 
powers fighting over the 
riches of a place called fae 
land. 

The Fae or “Pix”, are the 
new residents of Carnival 
Row along with other 

minority groups. They 
face brutal attacks from 
racists and the police at 
every turn. This tension 
underlines all of the action 
through the series. 

A series of grisly 
murders in the city can’t be 
stopped by rounding up the 
“usual suspects”. 

And, as keen as the 
police are to explain away 
the problem, they have to 
be seen to start taking it 
seriously, particularly after 
the killer starts attacking 
humans.

Orlando Bloom’s 
performance as police 

inspector Rycroft 
Philostrate, complete 
with mockney accent and 
over-the-top swaggering 
machismo, is a presumably 
unintended comic turn. 

Cara Delevingne plays 
her character Vignette 
Stonemoss with aching 
sincerity. 

Some of the political 
points are well made. 

The police are 
thoroughly despicable—
thuggish and racist to 
the core. The terror and 
destruction of war, and 
the chaos which comes 
in its wake, are also well 

depicted. So are the 
arrogant assumptions of 
the imperial powers about 
the “undeveloped” land of 
the Fae. But the plot linking 
the horror and nicely-
observed social relations 
together is lacking. 

Carnival Row’s attempts 
to be relevant result in 
hammering home political 
points with all the subtlety 
and grace of Boris Johnson 
at a children’s rugby match. 

There is a lot you could 
roll your eyes at with 
Carnival Row, but there are 
some redeeming features.
Alistair FarrowOrlando Bloom swaggers

Actor Meghan Tyler
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READ MORE
lThe Vote—how it was 
won and how it was 
undermined 
by Paul Foot 
£12.99

lBrexit Blues 
by Alex Callinicos 
International Socialism 
journal article online at  
isj.org.uk/brexit-blues

lThe Age Of Capital— 
1848-1875 
by Eric Hobsbawm  
£14.99

 
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

T
H E  B r i t i s h 
p o l i t i c a l 
establishment 
i s  i n  u t t e r 
chaos—and it 
may break the 

Tory party in a fundamen-
tal way. 

The first choice party 
of British capitalism is so 
deeply split it cannot guar-
antee it can implement any 
policy on anything.

And within weeks Boris 
Johnson may be the fifth 
Tory prime minister in a 
row forced out because of 
divides over Europe.

The 21 Tory MPs kicked 
out last week included two 
former chancellors of the 
exchequer. All the others 
bar one had been ministers 
of some sort.

Other Tory MPs will 
follow them, stepping down 
at the inevitable election. 

And the declining Tory 
membership is  equal ly 
volatile. 

Some are flirting with 
the Brexit Party but hoping 
Johnson will return them to 
their imagined 1950s—or in 
the case of Jacob Rees Mogg 
fans, 1850s—idyll.

From a right wing starting 
point the balance of the Tory 
party is shifting rightwards—
on crime and immigration 
in particular—and not just 
because of views on Brexit.

Tories are fond of quoting 
the Victorian poet Matthew 
Arnold to describe their 
dilemma. The Tories walk 
between two worlds, “One 
dead. The other powerless to 
be born”.

So it is perhaps worth look-
ing at what is dead.

Self-destructive
The Financial Times newspaper 
said, “The Conservative party is 
going through one of its peri-
odic bouts of self-destructive 
mass hysteria.”

But there is more to it than 
that. A Tory party existed in 
late 17th-century England and 
a Tory is in government—at 
the time of writing—in the 21st 
century. 

There is no parallel any-
where else for such continuous 
existence.

They have intermittently 
done their best to tear them-
selves apart, often leading to 
electoral disaster. Once over 
the Corn Laws in the 1840s 
and then after 1900 over “tariff 
reform”.

In the long term the party’s 
success meant being adaptable 
to the needs of British capital-
ism. If they lose that they will 
be finished.

The Tories emerged after 
the English Revolution in the  
17th century. The party existed 
to back the monarchy and the 
divine right of kings.

It didn’t get anywhere until 
the threat of revolutionary 
change at the end of the 18th 
century when it became a 
proper party. 

The Tories’ resistance to 
radical change from below 

was combined with ushering 
in structures to aid capitalism.

Their refusal to adapt to any 
pressure from below meant 
that the Liberals became the 
dominant party of the British 
establishment until the 1870s.

The Tories didn’t win a  
general election from 1841 
until 1874. Yet they were in 
office for all but eight years 
from 1875 until 1906.

In 1870 Britain produced a 
third of all the world’s man-
ufacturing goods. By 1915 

it produced just 15 percent.
Opposition to this industrial 
decline and the revival of 
working class resistance from 
the 1880s helped the Tories 
become a cohesive force.

The  Tor i e s  expanded 
because they changed to back 
industrial capitalism.

They drove through a mur-
derous imperial expansion 
across the globe and brutal 
attacks on the poor at home.

Partially the party survived 
by learning to shy away from 

drastic confrontation whenever 
it needed to.

In the latter part of the  
19th century, the Tories’ seats 
in parliament expanded. 

They went from having 
three quarters of their seats 
in the English county shires to 
adding 51 out of 59 seats in 
1895 in Lancashire, Scotland 
and London.

In 1886 the Liberals broke 
apart over the issue of home 
rule for Ireland. 

The Tories played on sup-
port for the union with Ireland, 
and for queen and the empire, 
to build a popular base.

There was a flight of the 
wealthy and the propertied to 
the Tories—and the growth 
of deep hatred towards them 
from the best of the working 
class.

This ability to adapt to the 
needs of the bosses made them 
successful, and hated.

Later Tory leaders built on 
this with more pragmatism. 

I
N THE post-war years 
the Conservatives went 
along with the creation 
of the welfare state. 
They rightly perceived 
that such a compromise 

was necessary to prevent 
their electoral annihilation.

During the post-war boom 
they could accept reform 

and consensus as it suited the 
bosses. 

As major economic crisis 
reappeared in the 1960s and 
1970s, Tory governments 
turned to confronting workers 
head on.

By the late 1970s British 
capitalism required a tougher 
political outlook—one which 
did not simply acquiesce to 
the needs of the bosses, as the 
Labour Party repeatedly did, 
but which was fully committed 
to their views.

Margaret Thatcher was 
the architect of the so-called 
“free market revolution” in the 
1980s. 

She privatised public ser-
vices, rolled back workers’ 
rights and allowed the rich to 
grab even more wealth.

Thatcher rallied a section of 
the ruling class but failed to 
stem Britain’s global decline. 

Fragmenting
That had a number of conse-
quences. One was a fragment-
ing of a British ruling class con-
sensus in favour of European 
integration.

A section of the ruling class 
believed it had to concentrate 
on Europe, while another part 
looked more to the US. 

These divisions penetrated 
deeper into the Conservative 
Party than into the ruling class. 
Tory factionalism over Europe 
became a code for all political 
differences.

Real tensions in Britain’s  
economic relationship with 
Europe provided ready fuel. 
Tensions deepened under 
Thatcher’s successor, John 
Major.

T h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s 
responded to Labour’s landslide 

RULERS’ 
PARTY IS 
ROTTING
There’s a been Tory party since the late 17th century—now 
it’s in severe crisis. Simon Basketter looks at what could 
cause the death of the party for those who are born to rule  

win in 1997 by electing as lead-
ers the most right wing and  
anti-Europe candidates avail-
able—William Hague, Iain 
Duncan Smith and Michael 
Howard. 

Each responded to defeat by 
seeking to mobilise the Tory 
“core” vote highlighting the 
“dog-whistle” issues of Europe, 
immigration and taxes.

In possibly his only insight, 
Michael Gove described the 
strategy by quoting Kipling. 

“The Dog returns to his 
vomit and the Sow returns to 
her Mire, and the Burnt Fool’s 
bandaged finger goes wabbling 
back to the Fire.”

B
Y  2 0 0 5 ,  h av -
i n g  f a i l e d  t o 
resolve the differ-
ences, the Tories 
retreated to get-
ting someone one 

really posh to do it for them.
But David Cameron, instead 

of leading them out of the 
quagmire, jumped into it.

The European Union refer-
endum was supposed to resolve 
the divisions over Europe in the 
Tories. Instead it has cemented 
them.

The most recent paralysis 
reflects the scale of the shock 
to the system that the Leave 
vote was.

For the Tories, the prospect 
of returning to office has often 
calmed their divisions. Now 
that looks less likely than ever. 

They have once again found 
some posh people to take 
charge. But initially at least, 
that seems to be making their 
divisions worse—and possibly 
terminal.

Century
The 20th century in British 
mainstream politics was the 
Conservative century, with the 
Conservatives remaining the 
natural party of government 
for most of it.

They look very unlikely to 
repeat the performance. 

In four decades from 1951 to 
1992, the Tories won a parlia-
mentary majority in eight out 
of 12 elections. 

In the quarter-century since 
then they have won a major-
ity once in six elections. In the 
early 1950s the Conservatives 
had 2.7 million members. It has 
160,000 now. 

There is no Conservative 
association today with a 
 thousand members.

The greatest previous split 
the party suffered was in 
1846, when 220 Conservatives 

abandoned Sir Robert Peel 
to vote against him over the 
repeal of the Corn Laws. Peel’s 
hundred-odd loyalists operated 
independently for a time before 
merging with the Liberals.

For nearly 30 years the 
Conservatives were unable 
to win a Commons majority. 
“Never do a Peel” used to be a 
slogan in top Tory circles.

While the divisions and the 
chaos at the top could pro-
duce a similar result, it is not 
guaranteed. 

To drive a stake into the 
heart of the Tories and finally 
finish them will take a real 
revolt from below.

YOUNG Tories 
cheer their leader 
Margaret Thatcher 
in 1987 (top). 
Young Tories 
protest against 
their leader Boris 
Johnson in 2019 
(above)

The party’s 
success meant 
being adaptable 
to the needs of 
British capital

‘‘ 
Margaret Thatcher 

THE TORIES thrived as a party committed to the views of the bosses  Picture: John Sturrock
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BBC misses real lessons of 
Hitler’s seizure of power

The series ignores how 
bosses handed the 
Nazis power—and the 
force that could have 
stopped them, writes  
Tomáš Tengely-Evans 
IN 1930 Adolf Hitler’s 
Nazi party had just broken 
out from the fringes of 
German politics. By 1933 
Hitler was dictator. 

A new BBC documentary 
series, The Rise of the 
Nazis, sees “experts” discuss 
key political players.  

Their underlying argument 
is that the Nazis’ rapid 
seizure of power shows the 
“fragility of democracy,” 
as Hitler outmanoeuvred 
mainstream politicians and 
aging president General 
von Hindenburg.

But Hitler’s triumph 
wasn’t down to insufficient 
checks and balances in the 
constitution. And German 
politicians and bosses 
had turned to repression 
before Hitler took power. 

The Wall Street Crash 
of 1929 had a particularly 
bad impact on Germany. 

Hindenburg was convinced 
that an authoritarian regime 
was necessary to deal with 
the political deadlock and 
the workers’ movement. 

Yet the BBC’s “expert” 
Sir Mike Jackson—the 
British general who oversaw 
murder in Belfast and 
Bagdad—defends him 
as an honest soldier.  

Installed 
In 1930 Hindenburg installed 
conservative Heinrich 
Bruning as chancellor. 

Bruning ruled by decree 
and began to bear down 
on opponents, banning 100 
newspaper editions a month

His successors were 
even less democratic.

The Great Depression 
didn’t just have a devastating 
impact on the working class. 

It squeezed the middle 
classes, who had neither the 
power of the capitalists or 
the working class’s ability 
to fight back collectively. 

In the 1930 general 
election large sections of 
the middle class voted Nazi, 
propelling the party from  
2.6 percent to 18 percent. 

And in the July 1932 election 
they became the largest party. 

But Hitler was never 
elected—he was appointed 
chancellor in January 1933 
when the Nazis’ electoral 
support was declining. 

The Nazis weren’t just 
another nationalist party 
vying for votes—the aim 
of fascists is to build a 
mass movement that can 
smash democracy. 

The paramilitary 
Brownshirts brought terror 
onto the streets, murdering 
Communists, Socialists and 
other political opponents. 

Their ranks swelled from 
10,000 in 1930 to 400,000 in 
1932 and nearly three million 
by the time Hitler took power.

Sections of the ruling class 
had begun to think about 
bringing Hitler into the fold. 

They hoped political 
office would moderate the 
Nazis’ rise, while using 
their street army to crush 
the workers’ movement.

When Hitler became 
chancellor, Papen boasted, 
“Within two months we 
will push Hitler so far into 
a corner he will squeak.” 

The opposite was true. The 

Nazis moved to subordinate 
the whole of society and 
the state to their control, 
including the old ruling class 
that had handed them power. 

They used the arson of 
the Reichstag parliament 
building in March 1933 to 
push through the Enabling 
Act, which granted Hitler 
dictatorial powers.

The BBC series does show 
individuals who fought back. 

They vary from socialist 
lawyer Hans Litten to right 
wing opponents who opposed 
Nazis taking control from the 
traditional establishment.  

Sense
But there’s no sense 
that the Nazis could 
have been stopped. 

Germany had the largest 
workers’ movement in 
Europe. A united front led by 
the working class—supported 
by the Labour-type SPD and 
the Communist Party—could 
have broken the fascists’ 
organisation. But Communist 
leader Ernst Thalmann was 
a Stalinist who followed 
Russia’s line of characterising 
the SPD as “social fascists”. 

And the SPD failed 
to recognise the unique 
nature of the fascist threat, 
and thought it could 
contain Hitler through 
constitutional means.

Today far right groups 
don’t have a Nazi-like mass 
movement, and the ruling 
class hasn’t reached a point 
of crisis where it wants 
to gamble on fascism. 

But we still need a united 
front to stop fascists from 
getting into a position where 
they can seize power. 

Fascism’s aim is 
to build a mass 
movement that 
can smash 
democracy   

‘‘ 

COMMENT‘‘ ’’

BROWNSHIRTS IN the BBC series 
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 Robert Mugabe—from hero to dictator  
by CHARLIE KIMBER 

ROBERT MUGABE, who 
died last week, was a 
he ro  o f  t he  s t rugg le 
against colonialism and 
first leader of independ-
ent Zimbabwe. He then 
became a compromiser 
with imperial ism—and 
finally a dictator.

He went from being ven-
erated by most of the coun-
try’s black workers and poor 
people to being hated by 
many who saw him as their 
tyrannical oppressor. 

It is essential to under-
stand both elements of his 
life.

When Mugabe was born in 
1924 in the British colony of 
Southern Rhodesia, 225,000 
whites ruled over five million 
black people. 

Mugabe helped to form the 
Zimbabwe African National 
Union (Zanu) in 1963. 

A lmos t  immed ia te l y 
he was arrested, jailed—
indefinitely—and was to 
spend a decade in prisons 
and punishment camps.

There he adopted a Maoist 
version of Marxism, particu-
larly centred on the potential 

for peasant resistance and 
guerrilla war.

By 1978 the regime was 
fighting a guerrilla war on 
six fronts and desperate for a 
deal. Elected leader of Zanu 
while in prison, Mugabe was 
released in 1974. 

While some other black 

leaders were prepared to 
accept a power-sharing 
agreement, Mugabe held out 
for fuller democratic rights.

Talks at Lancaster House 
cleared the way for one 
person, one vote elections—
a real achievement. 

But Mugabe also made 

two key concessions. Whites 
would be guaranteed 20 of 
the 100 seats in parliament 
and he now agreed there 
would be no land reform for 
ten years.

Despite this  Mugabe 
still retained a much more 
militant aura than other 

candidates and was elected 
prime minister. 

The first effect of black 
rule was a big improvement 
in ordinary people’s lives.

But when crisis hit the 
world economy in the mid-
1980s, bankers piled pressure 
onto Mugabe’s government. 

It accepted some free 
market reforms and auster-
ity—wiping out the gains of 
the early years of independ-
ence. 

Pressure
The trade union movement, 
which had been tied to the 
ruling Zanu party, began to 
break away under pressure 
from below.

The Movement for Demo-
cratic Change (MDC), cen-
tred on the unions, was 
formed to oppose Mugabe. 

Seek ing  s capegoa t s , 
Mugabe declared in 1995 
that gay people were “worse 
than dogs and pigs”. 

After Mugabe lost a refer-
endum in 2000, he tried to 
rebuild support by denounc-
ing the white landowners and 
encouraging occupations of 
white-owned farms.

He defeated MDC leader 
Morgan Tsvangirai in the 

2002 and 2005 elections 
through fraud, violence and 
brutal intimidation. 

After losing in 2008 
Mugabe unleashed the fury 
of the state machine against 
the opposition, then tricked 
them into a bogus power-
sharing agreement. 

In 2017 Mugabe was 
forced out as president after 
a power struggle in the ruling  
Zanu-PF party. 

He was replaced by  
Emmerson Mnangagwa—
former torturer-in-chief for 
the regime. 

His faction wants more 
free market reforms to deal 
with the deep problems of 
Zimbabwean capitalism.

They offer no alternative 
to ordinary people in Zimba-
bwe. 

The West denounces 
Mugabe for his attacks on 
white farmers. That was 
never his crime.

The problem was his poli-
tics of bringing about change 
from above, without a focus 
on workers’ power. 

Without a consistent 
focus on that force you are 
caught between imperialism  
and anti-working class 
authoritarian nationalism.

A YOUNG Robert Mugabe stands 
up to colonialism and white 
minority rule (left). He became 
an authoritarian nationalist 
who repressed working class 
Zimbabweans         
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Hong Kong: the battle continues 
for democracy—and much more
The authorities have said they will retreat over the bill that sparked resistance. But having 
sensed their power demonstrators are now demanding further change, writes Sadie Robinson

‘The government wants to distract and escape accountability’
THE NEW bill would 
allow the extradition 

of suspects to mainland 
China, opening the door 
for China to target its 
political opponents in 
Hong Kong.

Carrie Lam said in her 
announcement that the 
proposal to withdraw the 
bill will be put to Hong 
Kong’s Legislative Council, 
known as LegCo. 

Protesters’ group the 
Citizens Press conference 
said, “LegCo will not be in 
session until October. 

“Even more alarmingly, 
LegCo is not elected by 
the Hong Kong people 
and consists mainly of 
pro-Beijing legislators.” 

The group warned that, if 
LegCo rejects the proposal, 
Lam could “say it’s not her 
fault and proceed with the 
bill”.

“To our friends around 
the world, please do not 
think this government has 
backed down,” it said. “It 
is attempting to distract 
and escape accountability.”

Lam was forced 
to try and reassure 
people the day after her 
announcement. “The sole 
purpose of the LegCo 
procedure is to withdraw 
the bill,” she claimed. 

As part of a move to 
placate the movement, Lam 
also announced two new 
members for the police 

watchdog, the Independent 
Police Complaints Council 
(IPCC). Lawmaker Claudia 
Mo said, “It is totally 
meaningless. It is common 
knowledge that the new 
members are in Lam’s 
pocket.”

And the move falls short 
of protesters’ calls for a 
fully independent inquiry 
into police actions and 
an amnesty for all those 
arrested.

Lam refused to resign 
or to rule out a suggestion 
that the government could 
use an emergency law to 
clamp down on protests if 
the movement continues.

Some protesters last 
weekend waved US 

flags and called on US 
president Donald Trump to 
intervene.

But ruling classes in the 
US and Britain will put 
their own interests before 
those of ordinary people.

The movement against 
the bill has involved more 
than a quarter of people 
in Hong Kong—and grown 
into a battle for a different 
kind of society.

The fact that the 
authorities have failed to 
crush it is a testament to 
the strength of ordinary 
people when they take 
collective action. 

They will have to keep 
up the pressure to win all 
of their demands.

HONG KONG leader Carrie 
Lam has failed to quell 

an inspiring pro-democracy  
movement that has seen 14 weeks 
of mass protests.

Lam last week promised to  
withdraw the hated extradition bill 
that sparked the movement. But 
protesters rightly don’t trust her. 
They say her announcement is “too 
little, too late” and have vowed to 
keep up their struggle.

And some have warned that 
Lam’s move could be a prelude to 
more attacks.

Lawmaker Ray Chan said, “Carrie 
Lam could use the bill’s withdrawal 
as a pretext to frame protesters as 
perpetrators of violence. 

“As the bill is withdrawn, the 
logic goes, any ongoing protests 
must be serving ulterior motives, 
Hong Kong independence or a 
‘colour revolution’.”

Deceived
Longstanding pro-democracy activ-
ist Joshua Wong tweeted, “We urge 
the world not to be deceived. A full-
scale clampdown is on the way.”

In an editorial on Thursday, the 
Communist Party-owned China Daily 
newspaper warned Lam’s announce-
ment meant protesters no longer had 
an “excuse to continue violence”.

Lam said the same day, “The 
most important thing right now is 
to stop the violence and to sternly 
enforce the law.” 

She doesn’t mean the violence 
from the cops—she is referring to 
protesters.

Months of state brutality, threats, 
arrests and intimidation have raised 
serious questions about the nature 

of Hong Kong society. One protest 
organiser described the “repeated 
incidents of police violence and 
mob attacks” that protesters have 
endured. 

“We believe that Lam’s adminis-
tration tolerated these attacks, which 
makes the situation not just about 
withdrawing the bill,” they said.

Man-Kei Tam from Amnesty 
International Hong Kong said 
the government should have  
withdrawn the bill “months ago”. 

“Instead it chose to meet  
protests with tear gas and rubber 
bullets, inflaming tensions and lead-
ing to months of unrest,” he said.

“The Hong Kong authorities 
have chosen to suppress protests 
in a grossly unlawful way that has 
seriously damaged the people’s 
trust and sense of legitimacy of 
the government.” The movement is 

fighting for five demands, including 
an independent inquiry into police 
violence and more democracy. 

After Lam’s announcement many 
people took to Twitter using the 
hashtag #5DemandsNot1Less. 

Lawmaker Eddie Chu said that 
if Lam withdraws the bill “then we 
will change our slogan to, ‘Four key 

demands, we will accept nothing 
less’.” Yet it isn’t clear that any of 
the five have been won, as the with-
drawal of the bill isn’t guaranteed. 

Lam’s move came two days after 
some groups of workers, school and 
university students began strikes 
against the bill. 

W i t h i n  h o u r s  o f  h e r 

announcement, protesters set up 
barricades outside a police station 
in the Mong Kok district demanding 
Lam meet all their demands.

This week school students were 
still forming human chains out-
side schools and refusing to go into 
classes. And further protests took 
place last weekend.

Barricade in Tsuen Wan district                Picture: Studio incendo/Flickr

THOUSANDS JOINED a rally to launch a university boycott last week                  Picture: Studio incendo/Flickr 
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BACK STORY
The revolt in Hong Kong 
began in June against the 
government’s extradition bill
lIt would have allowed the 
removal of China’s political 
opponents from Hong Kong to 
mainland China 
lA quarter of the population 
in Hong Kong have taken an 
active part in the pro-democracy 
movement
lIt has included massive 
protests and strikes 
l Despite intense police 
repression around two million 
people joined a pro-democracy 
march on 16 June.  
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IN BRIEF 

Health visitors start 
seven-day action
HEALTH VISITORS in 
Lincolnshire began a seven-
day strike on Monday.

Some 58 Unite union 
members walked out in a 
dispute over privatisation and 
pay. 

The planned industrial 
action—the longest the 
workers have staged so far—
comes on top of 17 strike 
days.

The health visitors were 
transferred from the health 
service to the local authority 
in October 2017.

They have not had a pay 
rise since—even though both 
NHS and council workers 
have received pay increases.
lTweet solidarity to  
@UniteEastMids

XR Sheffield stops 
traffic in a protest
EXTINCTION Rebellion 
Sheffield stopped traffic 
during rush hour on Monday. 

Some 70 to 80 people took 
part in  the swarming protest 
which blocked the road for 
five-minute intervals while 
some protesters spoke to 
people in their cars. 

For some involved in the 
action, it was the first protest 
that they had been on. 

The action was called 
in response to Sheffield 
council’s road widening 
programme—despite the fact 
that the council has declared 
a climate emergency. 
John Ross  

More fires, but 
fewer firefighters 
FIRE BRIGADES are “in 
crisis” due to the low number 
of firefighters after a decade 
of job cuts, according to the 
FBU union.

The FBU says that there are 
nearly 11,500 fewer firefighters 
in Britain than in 2010, after 
the number increased by just 
1 percent this year. 

The news comes as fires 
are increasing, with a  
10 percent spike in England.

Strike vote for First 
Glasgow bus drivers
FIRST GLASGOW bus 
drivers are to be balloted for 
industrial action. 

Over 97 percent of Unite 
union members rejected 
the company’s lack of 
consultation over new service 
routes in a consultative ballot.

Unite believes these 
service changes will result in 
direct cuts to running times, 
service routes and recovery 
times for drivers.

Suez workers win 
rise in South Glos
REFUSE WORKERS in South 
Gloucestershire voted to 
strike against an insulting 
below-inflation pay offer from 
their employer Suez.

With action looming they 
have now won 3 percent this 
year and 3 percent next year.

 Bromley all-out strike 
wins backing at TUC
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

STRIKING Bromley library 
workers received a very 
warm welcome from 
delegates to the TUC union 
federation’s conference in 
Brighton last Sunday. 

The Unite union members 
from south east London, 
walked out indefinitely over 
staffing and other issues in 
June. 

Around 20 of the workers 
addressed a fringe meeting 
organised by the National Shop 
Stewards Network. 

They sang labour movement 
songs—with lyrics adapted for 
their fight against outsourcer 
Greenwich Leisure Limited 
(GLL). 

Kathy, the Unite steward, 
told Socialist Worker they have 
been drumming up support for 
their fight. 

“This is our 13th week of 
action and we’re still going 
strong,” she said. 

“We’ve been picketing 
outside our workplaces and we 
have protested around GLL’s 
other sites in London.”

Kathy said they wanted to 
“damage the brand” through 
a “leverage campaign”. “They 
want to bring in the new staff 
structure,” she explained, “but 
no employer ever does that 
without there being fewer jobs 
at the end of it.

“They say that they are 

a social enterprise, but the 
bosses have all got high pay.”

GLL was set up to run 
leisure centre services by 
nearby Greenwich council in 
the 1990s. 

It has grown into a giant 
that controls council services 
across large parts of the 
capital—and has expanded to 
library services. 

A council committee 
meeting at Tory-run Bromley 
talked about a review of GLL’s 
contract on Tuesday night 
of last week. Unite members 
and their supporters lobbied 
councillors outside.  

Kathy said that bosses’ 
attitude came out during 
the questioning. “When the 
councillors asked the chief 
executive of GLL why we were 
out on strike he said, ‘I don’t 
know,’” she said. 

“Even some of the 
councillors were shocked.” 

The workers should 
be brought back in-house 
immediately. 

PROTESTS CONTINUED this week at the DSEI arms fair in London. In the days leading up 
to the fair over 2,000 people protested with police arresting 113 people Picture:  Neil terry

ARMS TRADE SCHOOLS

Against Johnson and Netanyahu                 Picture: Guy Smallman 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

PALESTINE

Strathcona 
resistance
NEU UNION members at Roe 
Green Strathcona School in 
Brent, west London, struck on 
Monday. The action follows 
a walkout in June against a 
plan to close the school.

Workers, parents, trade 
unionists and others 
protested outside the school 
ahead of a council meeting to 
discuss the planned closure.

They are furious that 
Labour-run Brent council 
plans to close the school 
while giving the go-ahead to 
several new free schools.

A number of councillors 
have supported the battle 
to save the school. Labour 
councillor Jumbo Chan said, 
“Labour councils should be 
doing everything possible to 
retain and strengthen their 
local authority schools.”

In an informal consultation, 
460 people opposed closure, 
with just three supporting it.
lMessages of support to 
jennifer.cooper@neu.org.uk

Sixth form
fightback?
NEU UNION members in 
sixth form colleges are set 
to end a ballot for strikes on 
Monday of next week. 

The union is in dispute 
with the government over 
the impact of funding cuts on 
workers’ pay, conditions and 
job security.

Sixth form colleges 
suffered a 22 percent cut in 
real terms funding between 
2010-11 and 2016-17.

The union said that sixth 
forms saw a 15 percent cut 
in teaching staff numbers 
over the same period, despite 
a 6 percent rise in student 
numbers. Workers have also 
suffered a real terms pay cut.

The union is balloting its 
members in sixth forms for 
discontinuous strikes during 
the autumn and spring terms. 

The ballot is on a college 
by college basis. Each college 
that meets the required  
50 percent turnout threshold 
can take legal strikes.

STAND UP to LGBTQ+ 
Hate Crime—an alliance of 
LGBTQ+, anti-Islamophobia 
and anti-racism campaign 
groups—was set to hold its 
second action against hate 
crime on Friday this week.

The group said that it 
plans “a vigil outside the 
Admiral Duncan pub in 
Soho”. 

“This was the scene of 
the 1999 Nazi bombing 
that killed Andrea Dykes, 
John Light and Nik Moore, 
and seriously injured many 
others,” it said.

“The group will then 
march to Trafalgar Square 
for further speeches, songs 

and performances. We will 
stage a defiant mass holding 
of hands to highlight the 
shocking finding that a third 
of all LGBTQ+ couples, and 
60 percent of gay men in the 
UK, are afraid to hold hands 
in public, according to a 
recent Stonewall survey.

“In Trafalgar Square, 
we will also remember Ian 
Baynham.

“He was murdered in a 
homophobic attack in the 
square ten years ago this 
month.”
lFriday 13 September, 
assemble 6pm, Admiral 
Duncan pub, 54 Old Compton 
St, Soho, London W1D 4UB

LGBT+ RIGHTS

The strike is still strong

PROTESTERS greeted Israeli 
prime minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu as he made 
a surprise visit to Boris 
Johnson in London last 
Thursday.

Netanyahu arrived in 
Downing Street to shore 
up Johnson’s support for 
Israel’s warmongering 
against Iran—and to bolster 
his image ahead of Israeli 
elections on Tuesday next 
week.

More than 100 people 
joined a last-minute protest 
against him, organised by 
the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign (PSC).

Criminal
One protester, Jade, told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s 
important that we protest to 
show we’re not happy that 
a war criminal is coming to 
the country.”

PSC director Ben Jamal 
said the protest was a 
message to Netanyahu.

“No welcome to the man 
who denies Palestinians their 
inalienable right to a capital 
in Jerusalem,” he said.

“No welcome to the man 
who expands settlements 
and recently announced 
plans to annex 60 percent of 
the West Bank.

“No welcome to the man 
who describes the antisemite 
Viktor Orban, racists like 
Jair Bolsonaro, and Donald 
Trump as friends.”

Speaking ahead of the 
meeting, Netanyahu linked 
support for Israel with 
opposition to antisemitism.

He told Johnson, “I 
applaud your staunch stance 
against antisemitism and 
your support for Israel’s 
security.”

Glyn Secker of Jews 
for Justice in Palestine 
said, “Johnson represents 
the deep racism and 
Islamophobia which courses 
through the country. 

“No wonder that 
the deeply racist and 
Islamophobic Netanyahu is 
paying him a visit today.”

Protester Sophie told 
Socialist Worker, “Netanyahu 
is a war criminal. Boris 
Johnson is the same.”
Nick Clark

No welcome for Netanyahu 

Action against LGBT+ hate
NOTTINGHAM COLLEGE

UCU UNION members at 
Nottingham College were set 
to strike on Wednesday of 
this week, in the first of  
15 planned walkouts.

Workers are taking action 
against bosses’ plans to 
impose new contracts 
that would mean worse 
conditions and lower pay. 

Some 96 percent of UCU 
members backed strikes in a 
ballot. They held a successful 
walkout on 1 July.

Workers plan to follow this 
week’s 24-hour strike with 
escalating strikes of two, 
three, four and five days over 
the coming weeks.
lFurther planned strikes 
include Thursday and Friday 
of next week, 23, 24 and 25 
September. Picket at the main 
entrances from 7.30am
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HEALTH WORKERS

 Support pharmacy  
 strikers in Scotland
SCOTTISH HEALTH workers 
on al l-out strike have 
appealed for solidarity after 
talks collapsed last week. 

Pharmacy workers at NHS 
Tayside walked out over 
a “flawed job evaluation  
process” that left some  
workers on “lower grades 
than they should be”.

The Unite union mem-
bers hoped that victory was 
in sight after bosses set up a 
local Job Evaluation Panel. 

The panel’s final deci-
sion, following consistency  
checking,  was due on 
Wednesday of last week. 

But  the  cons i s tency  
checking did not go ahead. 

Unite Scotland said bosses 
told workers it was because “a 
staff side member withdrew 
stating the case was ‘too high 
profile’ and they did not have 
‘sufficient experience’”. 

Susan Robertson, a Unite 
officer, slammed the move as 
a “complete and utter farce”. 

“How can an NHS board 
the size of Tayside not fulfil 
its duties and complete this 
jointly agreed process?” she 
asked. 

“It’s clear that NHS Tayside 
did not intend to deliver on 
the job evaluation panel’s 
findings. From day one NHS 
Tayside has tried to wriggle 
out of their commitment to 
an independent process.

“We have now requested 

a meeting with the Scottish 
health secretary Jeane 
Freeman as we believe that 
she is not fully aware of NHS 
Tayside’s outrageous and 
unprofessional behaviour.”

As workers enter their 
fourth week of action, every 
trade unionist should build 
support for their fight.

nHEALTH workers across 
the North West of England 
plan four more days of 

action next week. Unison 
union members at Blackpool 
Victoria hospital are set to 
begin a three-day walkout 
on Thursday of next week. 

Workers at the Whiston 
hospital are then set to 
begin their own three-day 
strike the following day.

T h e  w o r k e r s  w a n t 
outsourcers Compass and 
Medirest to give them the 
same rates of pay as workers 
employed directly by the NHS.

n W O R K E R S  AT  t h e 
Addaction rehabilitation 
service in Wigan were set 
to begin a two-day walkout 
on Wednesday this week. 

The Unison union members, 
who work on a contract 
from the council, used to 
be employed by the NHS. 

They are demanding the 
pay increase that was awarded 
to directly-employed  workers  
under NHS Agenda for Change 
pay and terms and conditions.

SUPERMARKET WORKERS

UNITE UNION members are on all-out strike in Tayside Picture: unite Scotland/twitter

IT WORKERS

PILOTS

Big march 
in Merthyr
OVER 5,000 people 
joined a march for 
Welsh independence last 
Saturday in Merthyr Tydfil.

It was the third event 
organised by Yes Cymru 
and All Under One Banner, 
following thousands-strong 
marches in Caernarfon and 
Cardiff.

Speakers linked the 
growing movement to 
fighting austerity, cuts and 
Westminster misrule. 

Some of the loudest 
cheers were for those 
attacking Boris Johnson.

Unlike some in the 
labour movement already 
attacking this growing 
movement, socialists 
should support the right of 
Wales to decide its future.
Ian Thomas

WELSH INDEPENDENCE

 Asda workers say, ‘Give us a better deal’
ASDA supermarket workers 
held protests across Britain 
last week as part of their fight 
against punitive new contracts. 

The protests, organised 
by the workers’ GMB union, 
took place in Liverpool, Hull, 
Crewe, Sheffield and other 
cities across Britain. 

The action came as the 
GMB revealed that bosses were 
threatening to take away sick 
pay unless workers signed up 
to the new contract. 

The company has already 
threatened to sack and 
“reengage” workers next 
month. 

Gary Carter, a GMB 
national officer, said, “Asda 
workers already feel like they 
are being treated like dirt over 
this damaging new contract. 

“Now they are being 
punished again. 

“If they stand up for their 
rights, do not sign up to 
the inferior terms, Asda has 

said they won’t get their 
contractual sick pay.

He added, “By imposing 
this new contract with the 
contractual changes it brings 
Asda is forcing people to 
choose between looking after 
their disabled son, elderly 
mother or vulnerable wife and 
losing their job.

“We’re calling on Asda to 
respect its workforce and offer 
dedicated, long-serving staff a 
better deal.”  The GMB should 

launch a ballot for strikes. 
Meanwhile, around 1,500 

Wilko distribution workers 
plan to walk out over bosses’ 
plans to make them work 
weekends. They voted over  
84 percent for strikes.

The GMB union members 
work at the two centres in 
Magor near Newport, south 
Wales, and Worksop in 
Nottinghamshire. 

The dates have not been 
announced.

Protesting in London last week  Picture: Dean GilliGan/twitter

 Pilots’ strike cancels flights
A 48-HOUR strike by 
thousands of British Airways 
(BA) pilots was hugely 
effective on Monday and 
Tuesday. The firm said it had 
cancelled “nearly 100 percent” 
of its flights—BA normally 
operates up to 850 flights a 
day.

Around 93 percent of pilots 
voted for strikes industrial 
action on a 90 percent turnout.

Bosses had threatened to 
strip strikers and their families 
of perks such as heavily 
subsidised travel for three 
years. 

Brian Strutton, general 
secretary of pilots’ union 
Balpa, said the union would 
challenge the measure in the 
courts. 

Pilots are well paid, but 
together with other workers 
they produce big profits for the 
firm and management.

Alex Cruz, the firm’s chief 
executive, is paid £1.3 million. 

In August BA’s parent firm, 
IAG, reported a 20 percent rise 
in its pre-tax second-quarter 
profit.

One pilot said, “It’s not 
really about money, it’s about 
respect. We’ve effectively been 
lied to. 

“We’ve given up a serious 
pension scheme, and pay 
rises when the company was 
weak—all on the promise that 
when the company was strong, 
we would benefit.”

nBalpa has announced further 
strikes by Ryanair pilots 
beginning with a 48-hour 
strike from Wednesday next 
week.

It will be followed by strikes 
on 21, 23,25, 27 and 29 
September. 

The union wants to address 
issues such as pensions, loss of 
licence insurance, maternity 
benefits, and harmonisation of 
pay across Britain.

A deserted Terminal 5 at Heathrow airport on Monday  

 Sacking scrapped at DVSA
STRIKING IT workers at 
the Driving, Vehicles and 
Standards Agency (DVSA) saw 
off bullying bosses’ attempts 
to sack a union member last 
week.

Managers tried to sack an 
agency worker for joining 
striking colleagues on a picket 
line outside their workplace in 
Nottingham. 

But the strikers’ PCS union 
challenged the bosses—and 
forced them to reinstate him 
within the hour.

One worker involved said it 
was typical of how bosses treat 
the workers there.

“There’s been a quite a lot 
of bullying and harassment,” 
he told Socialist Worker.

He added that management 
had refused to talks at 
mediator Acas. 

“It shows they must know 
they’re in the wrong” he said.

The IT workers at DVSA 
offices in Nottingham and 

Swansea began the third week 
of their month-long strike on 
Monday. 

They are part of a long-
running battle against staff 
shortages and bosses’ plans to 
increase working hours.

Their strike is part of a 
plan of rolling action across 
the DVSA, which could also 
involve driving examiners.

The worker in Nottingham 
told Socialist Worker their 
strike was having an impact. 

“At the moment there’s 
hardly anyone in there,” he 
said. 

Strikers planned to travel to 
London this week to support 
strikers at the department 
for Business, Innovation and 
Industrial Strategy.
lDonate to the strike fund—
account number: 20331490, 
sort code: 608301, quoting the 
reference DVSA Strike Fund. 
Send solidarity messages to 
Midsbargaining@pcs.org.uk

Striking IT workers at the Driving, Vehicles and Standards Agency  
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 THE FIGHT IS ON  
 AT ROYAL MAIL
by NICK CLARK

ROYAL MAIL postal work-
ers across Britain staged 
a mass show of force on 
Tuesday as they gear up 
for what their union leader 
called “the most important 
dispute in the recent history 
of industry in this country”.

CWU union members 
are preparing for a national 
strike ballot to stop bosses 
smashing up Royal Mail—
along with their jobs, pay, 
conditions and union. 

Speaking to workers 
outside a delivery office in 
Brighton on Tuesday, CWU 
general secretary Dave Ward 
said the coming fight will be 
“a watershed moment”.

Royal Mail bosses led by 
chief executive Rico Back are 
planning a major attack that 
the union says could cause as 
many as 40,000 job losses. 

Robots
Those who keep their jobs 
will be made to work like 
robots or suffer low pay 
on zero hour or bogus self-
employment contracts.

It’s the biggest attack that 
postal workers have faced 

since Royal Mail was priva-
tised in 2013.

Back wants to break up 
Royal Mail into a parcel deliv-
ery company run for profit, 
and a separate letters firm 
that will be run down. 

Bosses hope their new 
parcel company will allow 
them to employ workers on 

much worse conditions simi-
lar to those in other private 
courier firms. 

A documentary exposing 
conditions in Back’s European 
parcels company GLS found 
employees working up to 
13 hours a day and often 
forced to drive while danger-
ously tired. It’s a vision of the 

future Back wants for Royal 
Mail’s parcels. Meanwhile, 
jobs will be slashed from the 
declining letters company. 

Those left will be forced to 
take on extra workloads and 
pushed to work harder. 

Pressure to do that has 
already sparked a stream of 
unofficial walkouts against 

bullying Royal Mail managers 
at workplaces across Britain.

CWU members are set 
to vote on whether to stage 
national strikes to stop the 
attack, in a ballot running 
from Tuesday 24 September 
until 15 October. 

The union wants a thump-
ing Yes vote—and a turnout 

that will smash through the 
50 percent turnout threshold 
demanded by Tory anti-union 
laws. 

Royal Mail workers have 
held union gate meetings at 
workplaces across Britain to 
make sure that happens—
including with an impressive 
show of force on Tuesday.

Serious
CWU area rep Mark Dolan 
told a meeting in Islington, 
north London, “I’ve done 
about 40 years in Royal 
Mail. This is the most serious 
attack on terms and condi-
tions ever.”

He added he thought the 
coming battle wouldn’t be 
like previous disputes, ending 
without strikes after union 
leaders use the ballot result 
to force a new deal. “I don’t 
think we’re going to get an 
agreement off the back of 
that Yes vote,” he said. 

“You’re going to have to be 
prepared to strike.”

Mark Antony, a rep at the 
delivery office, told Socialist 
Worker, “This Rico Back is 
not someone to play about 
with. We’re going to make 
sure he’s not able to take our 
terms and conditions.”

GATE MEETINGS have been a show of strength for determined Royal Mail workers  Pictures: Guy smallman

UCU UNION

 National strike on the cards as 125,000 university workers begin ballots
by SADIE ROBINSON

AROUND 125,000 
UCU union members 
in universities across 
Britain are balloting 
for strikes over pay, 
pensions and conditions.

The ballot could 
see nationwide strikes 
later in the year.

Workers across  
147 institutions are 
fighting over pay, 
workloads, casualisation 
and equality. 

And at 69 of those, over 
52,000 workers are also 
balloting for strikes to 
defend their USS pension 
scheme. There were 14 

days of strikes to defend 
USS pensions last year. 

But union leaders 
called off the action, and 
workers are now paying 
more for their pensions.

Meanwhile, the UCU 
says university workers’ 
pay has dropped by  
21 percent in real terms 
over the last decade.

Carlo Morelli is 
president of UCU 
Scotland. He told Socialist 
Worker, “I think there 
will be overwhelming 
votes for action. 

“The question is what 
the turnouts will be. 

“But we have shown 
that we can beat the 
Tories’ 50 percent turnout 

threshold before—and 
we can do it again.”

Union members are 
organising Get The 
Vote Out campaigns in 
their departments and 
calling meetings. 

Many university workers 
will be furious at the 
gender pay gap and the 
fact that so many people 
are stuck on insecure, 
temporary contracts.

The ballot is a chance 
to galvanise that anger 
into action. Carlo 
said, “It’s important to 
stress that this is not 
just about our pay. 

“It’s about casualisation, 
inequality and the way 
that people are treated 

across the sector too.
“We should also 

link our ballots to the 
climate strikes on 20 
September. Everyone 
who comes out then will 
vote yes in the ballots. 

“These are not 
separate struggles.”

The ballots end 
on 30 October. 

The Tories are in 
deep crisis but so far 
the organised trade 
unions have failed 
to take advantage of 
their weakness.

National strikes could 
start to transform the 
atmosphere in Britain—
and give the Tories and 
the bosses a bloody nose.Pickets during 14 days of strikes by UCU members in 2018


