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A NEW GLOBAL REBELLION
Reports from protests across Britain and the world l Where next for the movement?  >>Pages 3, 4&5, 9, 10&11

£1  |  No 2673  |  25 September - 1 October 2019  | socialistworker.co.uk  

p
ic

t
u

r
e
: A

n
d

r
e
w

 M
c
G

o
w

A
n

LABOUR

Conference backs 
Jeremy Corbyn 
over Brexit
LABOUR PARTY members 
saw off moves to make their 
party back Remain at their 
annual conference this week.

The debate boiled down 
to a battle to defend Jeremy 
Corbyn against the right. 

Despite the victory, the 
debate exposed Corbyn’s 
weakness after making 
concessions to the right. 
>>Pages 2&6

GOVERNMENT

As Tories drown 
in crisis---drive 
them out now
IN A shattering blow to 
Boris Johnson, the Supreme 
Court decided this week 
that his suspension of 
parliament was “unlawful”.

The extraordinary 
judgement was the worst 
possible result for the 
government.

The Tories have to be 
driven out—now.
>>Pages 2&20

FRANCE

Workers strike 
back as Macron 
attacks pensions 
STRIKES ON the railways, 
in schools and many other 
sectors swept France 
on Tuesday against an 
assault on pensions. 

It saw around 150 protests. 
Signal technician Guillaume 
said, “There’s a lot of support 
for an indefinite strike.” 
>>Page 8
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘They brayed, 
they whooped, 
they hee-hawed 
like ravening 
wildebeest’
Daily Mail columnist Henry 
Deedes’ description of Labour 
conference delegates

‘Blood-curdling 
proposals’
Daily Mail columnist Dominic 
Sandbrook doesn’t like 
Labour’s plans for a shorter 
working week

‘He wants to 
re-run the 
East German 
nightmare’
Sandbrook on Jeremy Corbyn

‘The looney Left 
is back’
Sun columnist Leo McKinstry 
on the Labour Party

‘Dangerous 
fanatics 
who want to 
overthrow 
capitalism’
McKinstry continues

‘Rabid lunacy’
The Sun on Labour’s plans to 
make life better for working 
class people

‘Who will want 
to live, or invest, 
in a country run 
by class war 
extremists?’
The Sun continues
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DELEGATES VOTING at Labour Party conference this week  

 Labour’s conference votes to  
 back Jeremy Corbyn on Brexit
by NICK CLARK in Brighton

LABOUR PARTY members 
saw off moves to make 
their party back Remain at 
their annual conference in 
Brighton this week.

The debate boiled down 
to a battle to defend Jeremy 
Corbyn against the right.

Conference delegates 
defied predictions and over-
whelmingly rejected a motion 
to support Remaining in the 
European Union (EU).

Many Constituency Labour 
Parties (CLPs)—along with 
the powerful Unison union—
had called for support for 
Remain.

But after days of attacks 
from right wing Labour MPs, 
led by deputy leader Tom 
Watson, the majority of del-
egates backed Corbyn.

The result came at the end 
of a long debate over three 
proposals on Brexit.

One was a statement from 
Labour’s national executive 
committee (NEC), backed by 
Corbyn. 

Negotiates
This said the party should 
decide its position after a 
Labour government negoti-
ates a Brexit deal. 

Another motion supported 
Labour’s position of nego-
tiating a deal, then holding 
a referendum. And a third 

said Labour should negotiate 
a deal but then “campaign 
enthusiastically for Remain”.

Delegates passed the  
statement and the motion 
to have a referendum, and 
rejected the Remain motion 
by shows of hands.

Many said they backed 
Remaining as the best way to 

oppose Boris Johnson’s right 
wing version of Brexit. Susan 
King from Glasgow Southside 
said, “Nobody voted to make 
themselves poorer, nobody 
voted to lose their jobs.

“We are the Labour Party 
and we have to fight for the 
communities we represent, 
to fight against austerity and 

Remain in the EU.” A number 
of others feared Brexit would 
impose a hard border in 
Ireland, triggering renewed 
sectarian violence.

Yet an almost equal 
number of speakers argued 
against backing Remain. 
Many said Labour should 
unite around class issues.

A l an  G ibbons  f r om 
Liverpool Walton said, 
“Whether you voted Leave 
or Remain, you need us to 
rebuild the health service, to 
stand up for the migrants and 
the poor.

“And when I go on picket 
lines we have got to talk 
not just to the 48 percent 
or the 52 percent but the  
99 percent.”

Swung
Others argued that reject-
ing the Remain motion was 
essential to unite behind 
Corbyn. In the end, this argu-
ment apparently swung most 
delegates against Remain.

Despite the victory, the 
debate exposed Corbyn’s 
weakness over the EU. The 
right was confident it would 
win because it has gradually 
forced Corbyn into a posi-
tion closer to the demands of 
pro-EU big business. 

That means he now strug-
gles to challenge the right.

Instead has to rely on calls 
for unity and the support of 
unreliable union leaders to 
back his fudged positions. 

Labour’s general election 
campaign shouldn’t be based 
on what’s good for business 
and the EU.

 Boris Johnson’s ‘friend’ given £126,000 of our cash 
PRIME MINISTER Boris 
Johnson’s friendship with 
a US entrepreneur who 
was granted £126,000 in 
public money during his 
time as London mayor is a 
damaging scandal. 

Jennifer Arcuri insisted 
that grants her companies 
received were justified 
and “purely in respect of 
my role as a legitimate 
businesswoman”.

Arcuri was fond of 
boasting about her and 
Johnson’s strong personal 
connection. She would 
show tech industry 

colleagues messages from 
the mayor on her union 
jack-clad phone, and 
stored his number under 
the name, “Alex the Great”.

In October 2013, the 
mayor’s promotional 
agency, London & Partners, 
granted Arcuri’s company 
£10,000 in sponsorship. 

Another £1,500 was to 
follow.

She was given 
preferential treatment to 
ensure she could join three 
trade delegations led by 
Johnson. He insisted that 
she join the delegations, 

even though her initial 
applications to take part 
were refused.

The then-married 
Johnson found time in his 
busy mayoral schedule to 

frequently pop round to 
Arcuri’s flat.

Johnson said, “I’m very 
proud of what we did and 
I can tell you absolutely, 
that everything was done 
with complete propriety 
and in the normal way.”

In March 2014 Arcuri 
posted a photograph 
of herself sitting in the 
mayor’s office at City 
Hall, headquarters of the 
Greater London Authority 
(GLA). Her message read, 
“The boss’s chair at GLA—
oh today was fun!”

In November 2014, 

Arcuri was a delegate on 
Johnson’s trade mission to 
Singapore and Malaysia. 

She also met Johnson 
during his trade mission 
to New York in February 
2015. Eight months later 
she was on a trade mission 
to Tel Aviv.

In January this year one 
of her businesses, Hacker 
House, was awarded a 
£100,000 grant. 

The Department for 
Digital, Culture, Media and 
Sport is investigating the 
circumstances surrounding 
the award.

NEWS

More on Labour 
Turn to page 6 and go to  
www.socialistworker.co.uk

Boris Johnson has a new crisis 

https://socialistworker.co.uk/tag/view/25
https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/48969/Labour+conference+is+a+chance+to+challenge+right+over+Brexit
https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/48969/Labour+conference+is+a+chance+to+challenge+right+over+Brexit


 Emissions  
 cuts must  
 go deeper
SOME 60 world leaders 
are gathering at the United 
Nations (UN) climate summit 
in New York this week.

At New York’s strike rally 
last Friday, Swedish climate 
activist Greta Thunberg 
vowed to “make them hear 
us”.

“We deserve a safe future, 
and we demand a safe 
future,” she said.

Taking place ahead of the 
UN annual assembly, the 
climate summit was a chance 
for politicians to grandstand 
about cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

But a United in Science 
report released on Monday 

showed that drastic action is 
needed. 

The report, coordinated 
by the World Metrological 
Organisation, said that 
commitments to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions 
should at least triple if 
temperature rise is to be kept 
to 2 degrees. 

Yet even the wholly 
inadequate targets set at 
earlier summits have been 
ignored by many countries—
including the US.

The report said current 
emissions would cause 
temperatures to rise between 
2.9 and 3.4 degrees by the 
end of the century. Other 
estimates are even higher.  

 After historic day---build  
 bigger climate movement
by SARAH BATES

FRIDAY 20 September 2019 
will go down in history as a key 
date in the fight against climate 
catastrophe. 

It was a day where an estimated 
four million people across the 
globe took to the streets to fight 
against climate chaos and ecological 
destruction. 

The largest climate mobilisation 
ever has opened up new debates 
about how to fight for the urgent and 
drastic action that’s needed. 

In London, the demonstration was 
twice as big as the 50,000-strong 
“wave” protest in 2009. 

In some places there were student 
climate strikes for the first time. In 
others, activists reported rallies that 
were ten times the size of previous 
strikes.

It was an inspiring day and a 
rebuttal to the tedium of parliamen-
tary politics and all those who say 
ordinary people can’t fight back. 

In just 12 months, the school 
strikes have mushroomed from action 
by a solitary teenager to a global 
movement bringing millions out onto 
the streets. 

Now is the time to pile the  pressure 
on our rulers to act. 

Occupation
A key date for all activists is the 
next London occupation from 
Monday 7 October, organised by 
Extinction Rebellion (XR).

Tens of thousands of rebels are set 
to stage an occupation  demanding the 
government “act now” and “tell the 
truth” about the climate emergency.

Activists hope to be there for two 
weeks of resistance, and plan to hold 
creative activities, direct actions and 
workshops. 

Then on Monday 12 October, 
XR Trade Unionists group plans a 
rally to highlight the important role 

workers can play in fighting the 
 climate emergency. 

“Trade unions have always shown 
solidarity to those fighting for change 
and those facing oppression,” it said. 

“Now, it’s time to recognise 
the scale of the environmental 
 catastrophe and get involved.”

The size of the global climate 
strike shows there is a mood to fight 
climate change. 

Many who marched, occupied 
and staged walkouts will already 
be  convinced that capitalism won’t 
deliver a world without climate 
chaos. 

The rebellion next month will be 
a key place to thrash out debates 

about what kind of society we need. 
It’s hugely welcome that workers are 
joining students in this fight. 

But the scale of the threat means 
that action for the climate cannot 
remain at this level. It has to involve 
increasing numbers of people. 

And to win, it will need to move to 
stronger action. Trade union  leaders 
must be pressured to back strikes. 

Crucially activists have to  organise 
from below to build bigger actions 
and walkouts.

More on the strike 
turn to pages 4&5 and read reports 
from across Britain on pages 9,10&11

BACK STORY
Millions of people took action 
over climate change last week
lThe day saw school student 
strikes, mass protests and also 
some action by trade unionists
lIt showed the widespread mood 
to fight climate change—but now 
the action has to grow urgently
lThe scale of the threat means 
we need bigger numbers taking 
stronger action to get real change
lActivists have to organise from 
below to pressure union leaders 
and others to build bigger actions

IN THIS WEEK

 1985
Riots in Brixton 
over police attack
RIOTS ERUPTED in 
Brixton, south London, 
on 28 September 1985 
after police shot a black 
woman during a search.

Cherry Groce was 
paralysed as a result.

Protesters built 
barricades and attacked 
riot cops.

UNION MEMBERS and students walked out at Soas University of London  Pictures: Guy smallman 

A placard in London

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
Call 020 7840 5620 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

Socialist Worker is a principled 
paper that reports on and 
links all the debates, disputes 
and uprisings against racism, 
austerity and injustice. NHS 
workers striking successfully 
against privatisation can read 
about their own fights and link 

to similar disputes in the civil 
service. 
It’s much easier to fight 
together when you know what 
is going on elsewhere.
Karen Reissmann
Unison NEC member 
(Personal Capacity)

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. We are asking 
everyone who enjoys Socialist Worker 
to donate as much as they can and 
help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£44,767
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Workers in Camden rallied at lunchtime

 Is a Green  
 New Deal the  
 way forward? 
A KEY demand of many school 
strikers is for far-reaching reforms 
that can tackle the climate crisis 
under the banner of a Green New 
Deal (GND). 

The GND calls for renewable 
energy investment, an end to 
fracking and net zero emissions 
by 2030. Some 128 Constituency 
Labour Parties voted to send a GND 
motion to the party’s conference 
this week—it was the fourth most 
popular issue. 

Delegates were set to vote on 
two versions of a GND motion as 
Socialist Worker went to press. 

One has the backing of the CWU, 
TSSA, FBU and Bfawu unions, and 
calls for a 2030 decarbonisation 
target.

The alternative motion was 
tabled by the GMB union, which 
doesn’t want to set a target for net 
zero carbon emissions.

Laura Townesend 
from Labour for a 
Green New Deal was 
“over the 
moon” that 
the issue 
is set to be 
debated.

“We 
have 
a huge 
opportunity 
to unite 
our movement 
behind workers 
and climate 
justice,” she 
said.

 Hundreds of workplaces  
 join day of climate action
THE LATEST strike represents a 
turning point—not just in size, 
but because organised workers 
joined actions.

In hundreds of workplaces 
people held lunchtime 
demonstrations, meetings or 
organised open mic sessions.  

The UCU union showed on 
its website that workers took 
action in at least 58 colleges and 
universities—there will have 
been more. 

And council workers organised 
action at some workplaces. 

In places, trade unionists 
negotiated with bosses so that 
workers could get unpaid leave 
or use flexi-time to attend rallies. 

For most, it was the first time 
that people in their workplace 
had organised over the issue of 
climate change. 

In Salford around 300 workers 
rallied outside the civic centre. 
Council worker Ameen said, “It’s 
a really good start but I think we 
can do better next time.

“When people see how big this 
is they’ll want to be part of it.”

Suzanne Jeffery, chair of 

the Campaign Against Climate 
Change Trade Union Group, said, 
“We have to build on today for 
the next round of climate strikes.

“Many trade unionists are 
asking why it’s legal to wreck the 
planet but illegal to strike to save 
it.”

In every workplace there 
should be reports about the day 
and discussions about how to 
build bigger actions next time.

Collective workers’ action will 
be key in fighting climate chaos.

 Millions join  
 worldwide  
 protests to  
 save planet
The global climate strike saw some 
5,800 actions across 161 countries—
and shows the mood to fight back

A GLOBAL call-to-arms saw peo-
ple in at least 161 countries strike 
together on Friday 20 September.

Organisers reported 5,800 sepa-
rate actions, and many cities saw 
the biggest demonstrations since 
the 2003 mobilisations against the 
Iraq war.

More countries were set to strike 
this week. New Zealand, Canada—
where Greta Thunberg will join the 
strike—and Argentina all planned 
walkouts on Friday. 

Last week’s actions saw many 
 protesters take to the streets, stage 
sit-ins and block traffic. 

In Australia, organisers said that 
over 300,000 people walked out in 
more than 110 towns and cities. 

Indigenous activists led many of 
the strikes because “they are and 
have always been at the forefront of 
the fight to protect land, water, air 
and country”.

In the Tasmanian capital Hobart, 
more than 10 percent of the city 
joined in. 

Capital
Around a million people took 
part in strikes and protests across 
Germany. In Dusseldorf, a huge 
effigy of Thunberg wearing a 
T-shirt  reading, “Do something 
finally against the climate catas-
trophe”, was mounted on a float. 

In Berlin protesters blocked off a 
major bridge by stringing red and 
white tape across the street. 

Some 270,000 people gathered 
close to government buildings where 
Angela Merkel’s cabinet was trying 
to thrash out a deal on curbing 
greenhouse gases. 

In Seattle in the US, thousands 
of Amazon workers walked out and 
marched with Google workers.

Strike leaders in East Asia 
released a joint statement calling 
for “not only more ambitious cli-
mate action but also climate justice 
for our communities”.

“There’s no sugarcoating it—East 

BACK STORY
An estimated four million people 
joined the climate action
lThey include over 300,000 
people across Australia and a 
million across Germany
lOther actions took place in the 
US, the Philippines, South Korea, 
South Africa, Brazil and France
lDemonstrators called on their 
governments to bring in policies 
to tackle climate chaos
lThe day was a turning point 
because more organised workers 
were also involved in the actions 

Asia is one of the most  vulnerable 
regions in the world to climate 
change impacts,” they said.

Activists from the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Taiwan, Japan, 
South Korea, Myanmar, Thailand 
and Cambodia called on their gov-
ernments to declare a climate 
emergency. 

In the Philippines school  strikers 
rallied outside the Commission 
on Human Rights. In Bangkok, 
Thailand’s capital, a die-in was held 
outside the environment ministry.

Eleven year old Aman Sharma 
took part in the New Delhi 
 mobilisation in India. “We need to 

reclaim our right to clean air and 
water”, he said. 

In Kabul, Afghanistan, around 100 
students took to the streets flanked 
by armed guards. Organiser Fardeen 
Barakzai said, “The problem is our 
leaders are fighting for power but 
the real power is in nature.”

In Nairobi, Kenya, strikers wore 
hats made from single use plas-
tics. South Africa saw protests in 
Cape Town, Johannesburg, Port 
Elizabeth and Durban.

Hundreds of students marched 
through Guatemala as their govern-
ment announced plans to ban single 
use plastic. In France there were 

huge school strikes. And the next 
day, some climate change activists 
marched alongside Yellow Vests and 
workers fighting attacks on their 
pensions.

A major focus on protests across 
Brazil was saving the Amazon 
rainforest. 

Student Fabiana said, “The 
first action to save the climate in 
Brazil is to tackle the interests of 
agribusiness.”

On other pages...
‘This is amazing’—the climate 
strikes in Britain >>Pages 9,10&11

PROTESTING IN Australia as part of the global climate strike on 20 September   

FIGURE IT OUT
 110  towns and cities 

across Australia saw 
climate strikes on 
20 September

 161  countries struck 
together on the 
day, many cities 
reporting the biggest 
mobilisations since 
2003 protests against 
war in Iraq

 10  percent of the city of 
Hobart in Tasmania 
joined the climate 
action there

 Young people lead struggle
THE CLIMATE strike 
movement is driven 
by the anger and 
desperation of a 
generation of young 
people. 

They believe they 
don’t have a future 
unless they force 
leaders into taking 
urgent action.

It’s the first 
movement of its 
kind—a globally 
coordinated effort 
organised by and led 

by teenagers. Some 
strikers are primary 
school age, while 

others are university 
students. 

But the biggest 
contingents at strike 
rallies come from 
secondary schools. 

Many students carry 
placards blasting the 
rich and the fossil fuel 
capitalist billionaires. 

Speeches that 
criticised the capitalist 
system as a whole 
were often the best 
received during last 
weeks strikes.

A New Delhi protester

Big protests took place in Hamburg, Germany

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

CLIMATE DENIAL IS TIP OF 
ICEBERG AT UN SUMMIT 

 W
HEN Greta 
Thunberg blasted 
world leaders at 
the United Nations 
(UN), she spoke for 

millions who are angry at their 
inaction on climate change. 

Her glare at climate change 
sceptic Donald Trump went viral. 

The following day Trump was 
among the first speakers at the 
UN General Assembly in New 
York. The others were Brazil’s 
far right president Jair Bolsonaro, 
Turkish ruler Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan and Egyptian dictator 
Abdel Fatah el-Sisi. 

This quartet of climate deniers, 
racists and despots is a reminder 
of the horrors we urgently need 
to fight against.

The wildfires ripping through 
the Amazon, known as the “lungs 
of the Earth,” have disappeared 
from most newspapers. 

But when Bolsonaro boarded 
his plane, the rainforest was still 
burning. Swathes of the forest have 
been handed over to his friends 
in big agribusiness and the logging 
industry—all for the pursuit of 
profit.

Erdogan has filled Turkey’s jails 
with political opponents, tried 
to rig elections, repressed the 

Kurdish minority and been an 
important player in the Syrian 
bloody civil war.

Yet Erdogan is greeted at the 
top table. He is a key ally of the 
European Union (EU) in its efforts 
to stop refugees coming to Europe 
and to deport those who make it.

Hundreds of thousands of 
people have been forced to flee 
war, destitution and dictatorship in 
the region. 

And millions more will be 
displaced because of climate 
change in the coming decades.

Instead of tackling the root 
causes, the solution for the rich 
and powerful is to build up more 
walls to protect their interests. 
The problem is bigger than Trump, 

Bolsonaro, Erdogan and Sisi.
There was some strong 

rhetoric at the UN. 
French president Emmanuel 

Macron said he would no longer 
do trade deals with countries 
that weren’t signed up to the 
deeply inadequate Paris climate 
agreement. 

And Australia’s Tory prime 
minister demanded that China 
does more on climate change—
when his government is beholden 
to fossil fuel capitalists.  

Some world leaders feel the 
need to respond to the growing 
climate movement. But our rulers’ 
system means they won’t deliver 
the sort of action that’s needed. 

Under capitalism corporations 
and states have to compete to stay 
ahead of their rivals. 

So everything is subordinated 
to making a profit—at the 
expense of planet and people. 

That’s why, in Greta Thunberg’s 
words, “We are at the beginning of 
a mass extinction and all you can 
talk about is money and fairy tales 
of eternal economic growth.” 

Our hope lies with growing the 
movement on the streets, in the 
workplaces and on campuses to 
take on the system of inequality, 
war and climate chaos.

HOUSING HORROR GROWS
 MILLIONS ARE in housing 

need while hundreds of 
thousands of homes lie 

empty.
New research commissioned by 

the National Housing Federation 
(NHF) shows that a staggering 
8.4 million people are living in 
unsuitable housing in England.

It reveals that 3.6 million are 
living in homes that are too 
small and five million can’t afford 
their rent or are living with their 
parents through necessity. 

A further 1.4 million are living 

in conditions that don’t suit 
access needs. Kate Henderson, 
chief executive for NHF, said, 
“The housing crisis is the biggest 
domestic issue that we face.” 

The research suggests that in 
order for the housing crisis to be 
solved, 340,000 new homes need 
to be built every year for a decade. 

But only 140,000 were built 
last year and only one in six were 
“affordable homes”. 

The research came at the 
same time as a separate study 
showed that empty homes in 

England increased by 11,000 last 
year.  There are now more than 
216,000 long term empty homes 
in England and 400,000 people 
who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness. 

The figures show that Tories 
don’t care about working class 
people. 

There needs to be mass 
action to demand that people in 
dire living situations can get the 
housing that they need.  

And seizing the empty homes of 
the rich is part of the solution. 

Our rulers’ 
system means 
they won’t deliver 
the sort of action 
that’s needed

‘‘ 

Workers in Camden rallied at lunchtime

Protesting in Indonesia
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CORBYN FACES pressure to give in to the Labour right over Brexit 

Delegates vote for plan 
to end private schools
LABOUR PARTY delegates voted 
for a plan to effectively abolish 
private schools, in a debate on 
Sunday.

They agreed that Labour’s 
next manifesto would commit 
to “integrate all private schools 
into the state sector.”

The vote outraged the right, 
and pushed Labour’s policy 
further than shadow education 
secretary Angela Rayner, and 
party leader Jeremy Corbyn, 
had committed to.

Rayner cautiously welcomed 
it after it passed, while 
Corbyn later tweeted, “As our 
conference confirmed today, a 
Labour government will end 
the privilege that is entrenched 
by private schools.”

Delegate after delegate got 
up to support the vote, and 
attacked private schools.

Moving the motion on 
private schools, Lynn Jackson 
from Battersea said, “Boris 
Johnson is the 20th prime 
minister educated at Eton. 
In his cabinet, two thirds are 
privately educated.

“It’s about not only giving 

children the education that 
they deserve. It’s about making 
sure that people at the top are 
not that narrow seven percent.

“What I want is to do is make 
sure that our next election is 
not about the people versus 
the parliament, which is what 
it feels like at the moment, but 
about people versus privilege. 

“Let’s kick out the Eton 
educated posh boys, let’s have 
Jeremy Corbyn in there”.

Labour left should fight 
Watson and all his allies
by NICK CLARK  in Brighton 

BREXIT IS not the only issue at 
this year’s Labour Party confer-
ence—despite what the media 
suggests.

Coverage has focussed on efforts 
by right wing Labour MPs to  
undermine Jeremy Corbyn—and on 
apparent splits between the party 
leader, members and his aides.

 And the right has shown even 
more clearly how they’re using 
Remain in an attempt to oust 
Corbyn.

Deputy leader Tom Watson 
declared at a Remain (And Reform) 
meeting on Sunday that “what-
ever anyone says, Labour is a 
Remain party”. It was a direct chal-
lenge to Corbyn, whose wants to  
negotiate a deal, then hold a 
referendum.

Watson bragged about how 
Corbyn had been slowly pressured 
to give way to the right over Brexit 
during the past year. 

He then went straight to a fringe 
meeting of right wing party activ-
ists who gave him two standing  
ovat ions ,  and pra i sed the  
governments of Tony Blair and 
Gordon Brown.

Other speakers, such as the right 
wing MP Margaret Hodge, com-
plained about the “ultra left” posi-
tions Labour delegates fought for 
on conference floor.

The right are using Brexit as a 
weapon against Corbyn, and to 
pull Labour away from campaign-
ing over the climate, austerity and 
many other issues that affect work-
ing class people’s lives.

Giving in and backing Remain 
won’t make them go away—it 
would be a victory for them.

Forcing 
After a full year of forcing con-
cessions from Corbyn over Brexit, 
Watson can stride around confer-
ence undermining him without any 
consequences.

Ahead of conference, Momentum 
founder and national executive 
committee (NEC) member Jon 
Lansman tried to get the NEC to 
abolish the deputy leader posi-
tion—so getting rid of Watson.

After backlash from right 
wing Labour MPs and union  
leaders, Corbyn intervened to 
block Lansman—handing the right 
a victory.

The move fai led because  
backroom, bureaucratic measures 
can’t defeat the right politically. 

They have to be challenged 
over Brexit—and their attempts 
to set the agenda and pull Labour 
away from the radical positions its  
members want.

Brexit is far from the most  
important issue for ordinary Labour 
members at conference. Delegates 

chose housing and schools as the 
top two issues they would like to 
debate.

A Green New Deal—a plan for 
action on climate change—was the 
fourth most popular topic out of 54, 
narrowly behind Brexit. 

C o r b y n  d e m a n d e d  t h a t  
governments across the world “go 
further, go faster” on promises to 
take action on climate change, 
and achieve zero carbon emissions 
“well, well before 2050”.

After the rally, Corbyn supporter 
Jay Ananthan told Socialist Worker 
that Corbyn “talked about the 
issues that affect so many people’s 
lives. When I listen to him I think, 
we’ve got to get this man elected.”

She added, “We’re up against it 
because we haven’t got the media 
on our side. All they want to talk 
about is Brexit and this business 
with Tom Watson. They don’t 
want to talk about the other issues 
because they don’t care.”

Another member,  Freddy 
Bradford, said, “When you see 
Corbyn like that in campaign mode, 
it’s completely different to how you 
see him in parliament. If we went 
into a general election like that, I 
think we would win.”

The rally showed Labour 
members have responded to 
the growing climate change  
movement. It also showed how  
supporting that movement could 
break out of Labour’s Brexit 
quagmire.

Members still 
back Palestine 
HUNDREDS OF Labour Party 
members showed they’ll 
continue to stand up for 
Palestine, at two packed events 
on Sunday.

People poured into fringe 
meetings on Palestine despite 
opposition from supporters 
of Israel and the right of the 
Labour Party.

Some 200 people attended 
a Let’s Talk About Palestine 
meeting, hosted by Jewish Voice 
for Labour (JVL). 

And there was a reported 
400 people at another meeting 
by the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign (PSC).

Supporters of Israel singled 
the meetings out ahead of the 
conference because prominent 
pro-Palestine writers and 
activists were speaking at them. 
Israeli historian Ilan Pappe—
author of the Ethnic Cleansing 
of Palestine—spoke at the 
meeting hosted by JVL.

Meanwhile Omar Barghouti, 
founder of the Boycott 
Divestment and Sanctions 
campaign against the Israel 
occupation spoke at the PSC 
meeting. He appeared via 
video link because the British 
government delayed his visa 
without a reason.

Concerted
The meetings come after years 
of a concerted attempts to paint 
the left as antisemitic because 
of its support for Palestine.

At a fringe meeting hosted by 
the Jewish Labour Movement, 
right wing Labour politicians 
described their own party as 
institutionally antisemitic. 

MP Louise Ellman—chair 
of Labour Friends of Israel—
said that pro-Palestine fringe 
meetings would play host to 
“blatant antisemitism.”

Labour members at the 
JVL meeting also spoke of 
attempts to silence them. But 
they insisted they would keep 
speaking out against Israel.

One said, “We’re not 
against the Jewish people—
we’re against the way the 
Israeli government treats the 
Palestinians.”

Another said, “Left wing Jews 
and people of colour have had 
their voices shut down.” But 
she added she still supported a 
one-state solution in Palestine, 
despite attempts to brand this 
as antisemitic.

“I would like people wherever 
they are to have the right to 
choose where they want to live,” 

Pappe argued that European 
governments who brand 
Palestinians antisemitic were 
themselves encouraging 
antisemitism. He said, “It is 
time for us to open up the 
debate on antisemitism, not to 
be afraid of it—but within the 
right context,” he said.

“Within that context that 
says, you do not solve racism 
and antisemitism in Europe by 
allowing a Jewish state to be 
racist in the Middle East”.

Angela Rayner 
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New hope for 
left in the US?
A NEW group has been 
formed in the US—Young 
Americans Against 
Socialism.

It was founded by 
Morgan Zegers, daughter 
of an army colonel.

But it reflects a good 
thing—the group was 
set up because more 
young people in the 
US say they agree with 
socialism.

Margaret Baines
Sheffield

Get Watson 
out of Labour
SICK OF Tom Watson. 
It’s really time for him 
to go.

Rob Murray
South Tyneside 

Protest for 
Hisham Fouad
HISHAM FOUAD is still 
incarcerated in a Cairo 
prison.

Please protest for 
the importance of due 
process and to free 
political prisoners.

Ray Bush
On Twitter

SWP is right 
about Mugabe
I REMEMBER welcoming 
Mugabe coming to power 
(Socialist Worker, 11 
September).

An SWP friend 
warned me his politics 
would be top down and 
authoritarian, a far cry 
from workers’ control.

He was right.
Hugh Friel
On Twitter

Fight war, not 
climate chaos
SURELY STOPPING the 
West’s wars in other 
countries will save 
people’s lives more 
(Revolt to save the 
planet, 18 September).

Andres Viveros
On Facebook

Bin this trash 
from Cameron
BOOKSHOP managers— 
why not save time and 
energy? 

Send David Cameron’s 
feeble, self-justifying 
political biography For 
the Record—which is 
destined for the bargin 
bins before November 
anyway—straight from 
the printers to the 
pulpers?

Sasha Simic
North London

Progressive groups listed 
on cop ‘counter-terror’ list  
A COUNTER-terrorism document 
giving advice to workers includes 
left wing groups in its 
safeguarding bulletin—alongside 
proscribed terrorist organisations.

As a union rep in Oxford Health 
NHS Foundation I think we need 
to raise a complaint with the trust 
about the “Counter Terrorism 
Policing National Operations 
Centre Intelligence Signs & 
Symbols Guidance Document June 
2019”.

A “Safeguarding update 
September 2019” was published 
on the trust intranet this month.

The guide document, advertised 
as a guide to far right 
organisations, includes violent 
fascist organisations. 

It also includes a host of left 

wing parties and campaign groups 
that some of our members are 
members of, such as Greenpeace. 
None have a history of terrorism.

In small print the guidance 
notes read, “Membership or 
support of these groups does not 
indicate criminality; much of the 
activity conducted by such groups 
is lawful protest.”

But it sets the tone of 
consideration for membership of 
the included groups in a negative 
light and creates an association of 
terrorism. The document ends 
with advice on reporting suspected 
activity and advice as to what to 
do in a terrorist attack.

People are probably aware of 
the recent referral of a 69 year old 
doctor to counter-terrorism for his 

membership of Extinction 
Rebellion.

The man had clearly made a 
decision to take part in explicitly 
non-violent protest out of concern 
for the worsening climate crisis. 

The document was circulated 
uncritically to staff. Such 
documents create an atmosphere 
of fear and suspicion of patients 
and potentially our members who 
are engaged in progressive 
campaigns or political activity.

Our members should not be 
expected to function as an arm of 
the security services in reporting 
people’s political affiliations.

Ian McKendrick
Oxford

To read the ‘counter-terrorism’  
document go to XXXX

 Don’t trust  
 the Liberal  
 Democrats
BEING A Sheffielder I know 
how the Lib Dems screwed 
over students with Nick 
Clegg’s broken promises 
over tuitions fees. 

Being a disabled woman 
I’ve seen and suffered the 
effects of them voting 
through benefit cuts and 
sanctions during the 
coalition government. 

The Lib Dems hope we’ll 
forget seeing people lose 
their jobs, neighbours 
evicted and losing loved 
ones to the effects of 
policies that Jo Swinson’s 
party championed.

Last week Swinson 
blamed anyone but her 
party for the fact that we 
ever had a European Union 
(EU) referendum. 

Meanwhile archive 
footage emerged of her 
demanding exactly that.

Jo Swinson claims to be 
anti-fracking yet she just 
admitted famously  
pro-fracking MP Angela 
Smith to her party. She 
claims to be pro-LGBT+, 
and yet she also accepted 
renowned homophobe MP 
Philip Lee.

Recently the Lib Dem 
leader gleefully announced 
that her party intend to 
overturn the result of the 
EU referendum—the one 
she initially demanded.

They can’t be trusted. 
Swinson unashamedly 
backed the campaign to 
erect a statue to Thatcher. 

Born in 1980 I lived 
through losing free school 
milk and youth clubs, the 
Falklands war, the military 
occupation of Northern 
Ireland and the Battle of 
Orgreave. We need a 
Corbyn-led socialist Labour 
government.

Jennifer Jones
Sheffield Labour and Momentum, 

personal capacity

 John Mann  
 helps Tories’  
 war on left
JOHN MANN’S usefulness 
to the Tories has not just 
got him the job of antisem-
itism Tsar, but has also 
earned him a peerage. 

What he seems unaware 
of is how inappropriate it is 
to have an “antisemitism 
Tsar”. 

Mann is too stupid and 
ignorant to have any 
knowledge of the Tsarist 
regime’s long history of 

persecuting Russian and 
Polish Jews, legal 
discrimination, bloody 
pogroms and trials for 
ritual child murder. 

Still no matter. After all 
he has been put in place 

not to fight antisemitism 
but to smear the left and to 
assist the Tories in their 
battle against Jeremy 
Corbyn.

John Newsinger
Brighton

 The fight over climate  
 change is a class battle
THE FIGHT to stop climate 
chaos and the fight against 
austerity are one and the 
same fight.

The tiny minority of 
people who benefit from 
austerity are the same class 
of people who back 
fracking, the car industry 
and wars for oil.

They pocket the extra 
profit every time wages are 
cut or benefits reduced.

The people at the sharp 
end of austerity are 
ordinary working class 

people, and those already 
suffering from climate 
change are not the rich. 

Our unions are powerful 
organisations. 

So why was the climate 
strike not backed and led 
100 percent by our leaders? 

The businesses that are 
destroying the planet are 
also destroying working 
class lives. They could be 
brought to a standstill by 
working class power.

J Richardson
Swansea

Just a 
thought...

Right wing former Labour MP John Mann
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WORKERS SAY ‘defend our pensions’ Picture: Force ouvriere

Workers in France strike 
back as Macron attacks
by CHARLIE KIMBER

STRIKES ON the railways, in 
schools and many other sectors 
swept France on Tuesday against 
president Emmanuel Macron’s 
assault on pensions.

Called by the CGT and Solidaires 
union federations, it saw around 
150 demonstrations. 

Guillaume, a signal technician, 
spoke to Socialist Worker from 
Paris early on the strike day. “The 
rail strike is strong and I’m hearing 
good reports from schools and some 
of the civil service,” he said.

“And lots of people say that 
24-hour strikes won’t be enough. 
There’s a lot of support for the call 
from some unions for an indefinite 
strike from 5 December.”

Several groups of workers, includ-
ing on the RATP Paris transport 
network, have struck powerfully in 
recent weeks. The strikes come as 
other movements rise again.

Last Saturday three different 
demonstrations took place in Paris. 
One against the pension assault 
was called by the Force Ouvriere 
union federation which brought 
20,000 on to the streets. 

There was also a march of thou-
sands calling for action over climate 
change and Yellow Vest rallies in 
many cities. The police responded 
violently, deploying 7,500 members 
of the security forces in the capital. 

Arrested
They fired tear gas and drove back 
protesters from streets around the 
Champs-Elysees and the Jardin du 
Luxembourg. At least 170 people 
were arrested.

In advance of the protests, Didier 
Lallement, the police chief in Paris, 
used sections of an anti-terror-
ism law of 2017 to restrict where 
people could gather and to carry 

out searches. This is the first time 
it has been used in this way.

But despite the authorities’ 
determination to keep them apart, 
at times the different groups united 
on the streets. 

Alan, a teacher in Paris, told 
Socialist Worker, “The slogans 
about being in one struggle came 
closer to reality on Saturday. 
Environmentalists, Yellow Vests 
and some trade unionists mixing 
together against the same enemy— 
Macron and the system.

“There are discussions over 

tactics, but it was a big step for-
ward.” In Bordeaux demonstra-
tions of Ford workers fighting plant 
closures, Yellow Vests and climate 
change protesters converged in the 
street. 

In Toulouse young activists who 
had protested over the climate on 
Friday returned to the streets to 
join with the Yellow Vests.

These are encouraging signs 
that the much-voiced call for “All 
together”—for unity between dif-
ferent sections of protesters—is 
becoming more of a reality.

Groups of climate activists, 
Yellow Vest collectives and inde-
pendent media groups put out a 
joint call  in early September to 
prove that “our speeches of unity 
are sincere” by having joint actions 
on the street. 

Macron has tried to split 
 resistance to his neoliberal rule by 
a renewed racist campaign. 

Last week he told a meeting of 
his party’s MPs that it was time to 
confront a crucial issue in French 
politics and be “extremely firm in 
applying asylum rules”.

IN BRIEF
Hong Kong fight 
rages on streets
PROTESTERS IN Hong Kong 
defied police repression as they 
took part in a 16th successive 
weekend of protests last 
weekend.

Police used tear gas, pepper 
spray and bean bag rounds—
lead pellets contained in 
fabric—against protesters in 
several areas across the city on 
Sunday.

Demonstrators gathered for 
a banned rally at the New Town 
Plaza, and threw a Chinese 
flag into a river. They targeted 
pro‑China businesses, and 

ripped up paving stones to 
throw at the cops.

On Monday, police fired 
tear gas at demonstrators who 
targeted a shopping centre in 
Sha Tin. 

The pro‑democracy 
movement has forced Hong 
Kong leader Carrie Lam to 
promise to scrap an extradition 
bill.

But protesters want more 
democracy, an inquiry into 
police violence and the 
unconditional release of all 
jailed demonstrators.

They have vowed to keep 
fighting until all their demands 
are met.

No clear winner 
in Israel election
ISRAEL’S PRESIDENT Binyamin 
Netanyahu is desperately 
clinging to office after his Likud 
party came second in last 
week’s elections.

Former army chief Benny 
Gantz’s Blue and White Alliance 
won 33 seats while Netanyahu’s 
Likud party took 31.

Neither is in a position to 
easily assemble a coalition to 
control the 120‑seat parliament.

Discussions will now 
take place, but whoever is 
successful will continue Israel’s 
anti‑Palestine policy.

The Joint List, the bloc of 
Arab parties that came third in 
the voting, has backed Gantz 
to be prime minister, saying it 
wants to oust Netanyahu.

This is the first time since 
1992 that an Arab political group 
has issued such an endorsement.

But Gantz is no alternative. 
He launched his campaign 
earlier this year by boasting that 
“parts of Gaza were sent back 
to the Stone Age” in the 2014 
invasion under his command.

EGYPT

Protests explode against poverty and corruption
EGYPTIANS TOOK to the streets 
last Friday and Saturday in 
courageous demonstrations 
against the regime of president 
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi.

The trigger for the 
demonstrations was a call for 
resistance by Mohamed Ali, an 
exiled businessman. 

The construction contractor 
has been posting popular videos 
since early September, accusing 
Sisi and the military of rampant 
corruption.

But the background is anger 
against the lack of freedom and 
growing poverty.

Last Friday protesters 
gathered first in Cairo’s Tahrir 

Square and Abdel el-Moneim 
Riad. Right from the start 
their slogans were not about 
particular grievances but for Sisi 
to go.

In Alexandria, hundreds 
marched to the waterfront, 
chanting, “Rise up, fear not, 
Sisi must go”. In the port city of 
Damietta, protesters tore down a 
large poster of the president.

In most places they involved 
hundreds, not thousands, of 
people. 

But in a time of extreme 
repression they are significant.

Sisi and the army removed the 
elected president Mohammed 
Morsi and took over in 2013. 

He banned protests and a state 
of emergency is still in place. At 
least 74 people were arrested 
during the most recent protests

A statement from the 
Revolutionary Socialists in Egypt 
said, “It is certain that the grip 
of terror on the hearts of people 
across Egypt is slackening and 
that the wall of fear built by the 
regime during the last six years 
is cracking and close to collapse. 

“The departure of Sisi is no 
longer a distant dream, but 
nearer than ever before.”
Read the full Revolutionary Socialists’ 
statement at bit.ly/RevSoc0919 and a 
further analysis piece at  
bit.ly/RevSoc09192 On the streets in Suez

Cops fire rounds
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T
HE BIGGEST day of mobilisa-
tions over climate change in 
Britain and across the globe 
took place last week. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
people, led by school students, 

protested to demand action over climate 
change and to challenge the system that 
causes it. 

In several places there were road blocks 
and occupations. And many groups of  
workers walked out to join the actions.

Demonstrators filled the streets of central 
London, repeatedly defying cops’ attempts 
to contain them. Organisers said around 
100,000 took part.

Protester Helen said, “This is amazing. 
It’s so energetic, it feels really powerful to 
be here. I’ve never been on a demonstration 
before but I’m definitely going to come again 
and bring all my mates.”

Several protests took place around central 
London, at times converging. Protesters from 
Extinction Rebellion gathered from before 
9am at The Strand.

Larger numbers assembled near Millbank 
Tower for a rally organised by the UK Schools 
Climate Network (UKSCN). The biggest 
cheers came when speakers railed against the 
wider injustices of the system.

Anna Taylor, UKSCN co-founder, told the 
crowd, “I want to send a message to the gov-
ernment. We are not going to stand for their 
bullshit excuses any longer.”

Daisy was “a little bit nervous but definitely 
more excited” to be on her first climate strike. 
“It’s so important this is led by young people 
because they are written off as bratty and 
not knowing what they are doing,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

A group of Bectu and Equity members came 
to the protest from the National Theatre, with 

placards recycled from old stage sets. And a 
150-strong group of parents and young chil-
dren came from south east London, saying 
most schools had been “very supportive” of 
them missing school.

Strikers from the Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy (Beis) joined 
the rally. And hospital workers at University 
College London Hospital came out of work to 
show their support.

Sixty PCS members from the Department 
of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and 
other Whitehall departments met on the Beis 
picket line and marched to Millbank. PCS 
members also came from the Southbank 
Centre and Tate Gallery.

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn addressed 
the crowd, and spoke at a local rally in 
Islington, north London. It was one of several 
local events across London boroughs.

In Tower Hamlets, 50 students from St 
Paul’s Way school marched and spoke at 

a rally in Altab Ali park. Later there was a  
sit-down outside Bethnal Green tube station.

Several hundred people gathered  
outside Waltham Forest town hall in the 
morning—young and old. Thirteen year 
old school striker Sophia said, “We all have 
someone to strike for. My sister is three and 
this is her world too.”

Changes
Lesley from Unite Community said, “I’m  
59 and if you’d told me ten years ago I’d 
be on a protest like this I’d have laughed at 
you. Now I’m also protesting against benefit 
changes and against racism.”

Up to 1,000 people made a “big noise”  
outside Hackney town hall in east London. 

Some 300 people assembled at Elephant 
and Castle tube station at noon. They 
included students from London College 
of Communications, a flag-waving contin-
gent of GMB staff and UCU members from 

South Bank University. Over 50 later met 
up with Unison members who walked out of 
Southwark council offices for a rally. 

In Lambeth, unions pressured the coun-
cil to give workers permission to leave 
work and join protests. Up to 300 people  
rallied in Brixton’s Windrush Square, includ-
ing primary school students.

UCU and Unison union members walked 
out at Soas University of London, along with 
students, for a rally. 

An open letter from UCU, Unison and Soas 
student union was read out, calling on the 
university to divest from firms that contribute 
to the climate crisis.

Huge crowds turned out for a lunchtime 
rally at Croydon College. Other lunchtime 
college walkouts took place at Lambeth,  
Tower Hamlets, City and Islington and many 
more.

Some 25 mostly Unison members protested 
outside London Fire Brigade (LFB) headquar-
ters in south London at lunchtime. The GMB 
also backed the protest.

Unison LFB branch secretary Tony Phillips 
told workers, “The technology to stop climate 
change is there but the political will is not. 
Today is the start of a global mass movement 
to force politicians to act.”

Around 400 workers walked out for a 
rally in Camden, north London, organised by 
Camden council Unison. People came from 
newspaper offices, an architecture firm, a 
local college and the council.

Unison member Adejare said, “Political 
leaders are not realising the reality. We need 
to leave the world fit for the younger ones 
to live.” Outside the capital, many towns 
and cities saw their biggest protests in years. 
Around 10,000 in Brighton and Leeds. 

Some 6,000 protested in Bristol and another  
>>>continued on the next page

The global climate strike saw protests, walkouts and rallies in hundreds of town and cities 
across Britain. This is a round up of some of that action from the day

Part of the London protest at parliament  Picture: Guy Smallman

‘This is amazing’

ON THE march in Leeds  Picture: neil terry
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>>> continued from page 9
5,000 in Manchester. Around 15,000 
people joined the climate strike rally 
in Glasgow.

“There has never been a more 
important issue facing humanity 
than the climate crisis,” said Dylan 
Hamilton from Scottish Youth 
Climate Strike.

“Today’s protest will show the 
world that the people want action 
that responds to what climate science 
demands.”

“The fact that our streets have 
been filled with everyone demand-
ing action sends a clear message to 
those in power that the public want to 
see change,” said 15-year-old striker 
Erin Curtis.

“All of us uniting for this protest 
will drive home to the government 
that we won’t stand for platitudes 
any longer.”

Up to 20,000 were at the Edinburgh 
rally.

Sixteen year old Kirsty Robertson 
said this was the third strike she had 
attended, after being inspired by 
Greta Thunberg.

“It’s amazing how many people 
are here—not just kids but adults 
and workplaces too,” she said. “I 
don’t think governments can ignore 
us much longer.”

Well over 500 people attended a 
vibrant and varied protest in Dundee.

It was organised by Scottish Youth 
Climate Strikes Dundee and XR 
Dundee and supported by Dundee 
City Unison.

Rallies also took place in Aberdeen, 
Aviemore, Oban, Stirling, Shetland, 
Ioan and Fort William.

In many places, action began early. 
Around half the UCU union branch 

at Writtle University College in Essex 
rallied at the main gate at 8.30am. 
It was the first event of its kind that 
anyone can remember there.

Health workers at the Bristol Royal 
Infirmary leafletted the hospital in 
the morning. 

In Plymouth, around 30 people 
joined an early morning protest at 
Derriford roundabout. Unite, PCS 
and Unison union members came 
from the local hospital, council and 
Land Registry office. School students 
joined them.

More than 2,000 people later 
marched through Plymouth. School, 
college and university students were 
joined by a trade union march.

School students organised and ran 
rallies, and many spoke in front of 
crowds for the first time.

Speeches
Cambridge saw its biggest climate 
protest to date. Several thousand ral-
lied at the county hall for speeches 
led entirely by school students. 

Delegations of public sector unions 
joined it, along with charity work-
ers. The workplaces of conservation 
charity Flora and Fauna International 
closed for the day—many other work-
ers just left work.

A march shut down the town 
centre, and numbers were swelled by 
workers leaving their offices to join it.

UCU members walked out for the 
afternoon at Brighton University and 
the University of Sussex. Brighton & 
Hove council Unison union members 
brought banners to the protest, as did 
NEU union members.

Some shops closed their doors as a 
festival mood swept the city.

In Birmingham several thousand 

people joined the student strike in 
Victoria Square. The protest was 
overwhelmingly young, noisy and 
vibrant.

Around 5,000 marched in Sheffield 
and more in Chesterfield and 
Doncaster.

In Sheffield Heely Trust, a commu-
nity organisation, closed in support 
of the protest. John joined a feeder 
march from the workplace to the city 
centre demonstration. 

“Many of us have been knocked 
back by the crushing of trade unions 
over the years,” he said. “But our 
young people have given us hope.”

Around 2,500 rallied in Newcastle. 
T r a d e  u n i o n i s t s , 
G r e e n p e a c e  a n d 
Extinction Rebellion 
activists joined over 
100 school student 
strikers in Lincoln 
city centre.

Over 200 youth 
strikers and others 
took over the 
road to march 
in Scarborough. 
“We see this as 
the beginning,” 
s a i d  U n i s o n 
member Frank. 

“It will be 
h a r d e r  f o r 
union leaders 
to ignore us 
now.”

A r o u n d  1 0 0 
people rallied in 
Lowestoft, where 
a lively contingent 
of school students 
led off chanting. 
It was the largest, 

youngest and most exciting protest 
in Lowestoft in years.

Trade unionists from the GMB, 
FBU and trades council spoke to the 
crowd, along with school students. 
The biggest cheer was for a call to 
bring down the government.

Around 200 people, the vast 
majority young, rallied in Falcon 
Square, Inverness, and held a mass 
die-in. Some speakers were just nine 
years old.

Around 300 people rallied and 
held a loud, spontaneous march 
through Derby city centre chant-
ing, “Whose future? Our future!” 
Well over 2,500 rallied in York and 
500 in Southampton. In Swansea 

a r o u n d  1 , 5 0 0 
people, includ-
ing at  least 
eight school del-
egations, filled 
Castle Square. 
And in Llanelli, 
Unison members 
who work in social 
services joined the 
action.Over 2,000 
trade unions , 
e n v i r o n m e n -
tal groups and 
students rallied 
in Cardiff. One  
s tudent  sa id , 
“I am skipping 
school because if 
I am studying for 
something that 

may not happen 
because of climate 
change, what is the 
point?

“We want a future 
too.”

Up to 3,000 protested in 
Nottingham, hundreds in Leicester 
and Bradford, and around 800 
in Portsmouth. Workers from 
Portsmouth’s Kestrel Centre learn-
ing disability service organised cover 
to allow a delegation to attend a  
lunchtime rally.

In Oxford, students, health work-
ers, firefighters, university and council 
workers joined a 3,000-strong march. 

Post workers in the CWU union 
at East Oxford Delivery Office held 
an early morning gate meeting in 
solidarity.

Around 200 rallied in Norwich, 
another 200 in Bolton and hundreds 
more in Shrewsbury. In Lancaster, 
protesters blocked traffic into the 
evening.

Queen Square in the centre of 
Wolverhampton was occupied from 
12 noon until 5.30pm. Some work-
ers from the Civic Centre came out 
at lunchtime, and at 4pm there were 
over 400. A spontaneous march took 
place. Around 400 attended a lunch-
time climate strike meeting in Ipswich 
town centre. It was organised by chil-
dren from a local school. 

In Manchester hundreds of stu-
dents from the universities marched 
to join a rally. 

The UCU and Unison unions at 
both Manchester universities had 
pressured bosses into letting workers 
take time off to join the protest. 

School strike organiser Emma said, 
“We’ve got more adults coming and 
that’s going to make it more united. 
If we’ve got everyone in society it’s 
going to have a much bigger impact.”

Unison member Rena said 
Manchester council had allowed 
workers to take time off to join it, 

if they told their manager first. But 
Oldham council worker Alan said his 
bosses had not, so he took time off 
in lieu.

“Trade unions have always fought 
for quality of life,” he said. “And that’s 
what this is about really. Withdrawing 
labour is one of the best ways to get 
policy makers to take action.”

Labour’s Manchester mayor Andy 
Burnham was heckled as people 
demanded that the council do more 
to tackle climate change. He blamed 
government funding cuts but added, 
“You’re right to challenge us. We’ve 
failed to act quickly enough.”

Ten workers came from Transport 
For Greater Manchester.

In Salford around 300 people ral-
lied outside the civic centre.

Bristol saw the biggest demonstra-
tion in years. There was a lot of anger 
at politicians’ inaction, and placards 
pointed the finger at fossil fuel firms 
and other multinationals.

Bristol school striker Jonah said 
governments and individuals have to 
act. “There’s got to be legislation and 
action by corporations that are pollut-
ing,” he said. “We’ve also got to make 
changes in our daily lives.”

IT worker Lucas added that direct 
action can have an impact.

“Bringing the city to a standstill 
is affecting the micro economy,” he 
said. “It will make businesses think.”

The action offered a different 
vision of politics and democracy from 
waiting for the next election or the 
rotten manoeuvres in parliament. 

We need more of it.

Thanks to everyone who sent in reports 
and pictures. To read our full rolling 
blog from the day go to  
bit.ly/Rolling20Sept

Scarborough Picture: Mark Vesey

Manchester

Newcastle  Picture: steVe Lancaster

Inverness Picture: steVe Lax

Cambridge

Brighton  Picture: PhiL MeLLows

London

Shrewsbury  Picture: DaViD sMith

Glasgow  Picture: anDrew McGowan

London
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM
Is socialism possible?
Wed 2 Oct, 7pm, 
The Church at Carrs Lane,
Carrs Ln,
B4 7SX

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Mon 30 Sep, 6pm, 
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Thu 3 Oct, 7pm, 
Room 302, The Civic,
Hanson St,
S70 2HZ
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Thu 3 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Does Marx matter today?
Thu 3 Oct, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Migration and 
climate change
Wed 2 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
Trump and imperialism—
could he start a 
war with Iran?
Wed 2 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
What does capitalism 
want from education?
Thu 3 Oct, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
DERBY
Too many people? The 
myth of overpopulation
Thu 3 Oct, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd,
DE22 3BL
DUDLEY
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Wed 2 Oct, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge, DY8 1EP
DUNDEE
Marxism, strikes and 
trade unions
Wed 2 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Wed 2 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
EXETER
Migration and 
climate change
Wed 2 Oct, 7pm, 
The Exeter Peace Shop,
31 New Bridge St,
EX4 3AH
GLASGOW
Humans vs nature—what 
is the metabolic rift?
Thu 3 Oct, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

HUDDERSFIELD
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Wed 2 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL
Migration and 
climate change
Thu 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ
KENT
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Thu 3 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
Chatham,
ME4 4BP
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
The ‘snowflake 
generation’—what do we 
say about free speech?
Thu 3 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
The French Revolution—
overthrow of the feudal state
Thu 3 Oct, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: HACKNEY
Tories out, general 
election now!
Thu 3 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd, E5 0PU
LONDON: ISLINGTON
A rebel’s guide to Malcolm X
Thu 3 Oct, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St, N7 6QT
LONDON: NEWHAM
Open the borders! Migration 
and climate change
Wed 2 Oct, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, E15 1HP
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
The Hong Kong resistance 
and the impact on China
Thu 3 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,W12 7DZ

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Sex and sexuality in the 
era of Love Island
Wed 2 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,M2 5NS
NORWICH
What would a revolution 
look like?
Wed 9 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,NR2 2SA
PORTSMOUTH
How can we get from 
capitalism to socialism?
Wed 2 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Wed 2 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
The Hong Kong resistance 
and the impact on China
Thu 3 Oct, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St, S1 2JB

SWANSEA
The life of Alexandra 
Kollontai
Thu 3 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WIGAN
The Hong Kong resistance 
and the impact on China
Thu 3 Oct, 7pm, 
The Anvil,
Dorning St,
WN1 1HE
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Socialism—Utopian 
and Scientific
Wed 2 Oct, 7.15pm, 
Light House,
Suite 16, Chubb Bldg,
Fryer St,
WV1 1HT

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

GLASGOW
Marxism in Scotland 2019
Sat 9 Nov, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephens Centre,
260 Bath St,G2 4JP 

LONDON
International Rebellion
Mon 7 Oct, 10am, 
Central London,
bit.ly/XR7Oct 
NATIONAL
International conference 
against racism and facism
Sat 19 Oct, 9.30am,
Friends House,  
173-177 Euston Rd,
London, 
NW1 2BN

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

COVENTRY
Wed 16 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln,
CV1 5RF

GREATER MANCHESTER
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

KENT
Thu 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
Chatham,
ME4 4BP

LANCASTER AND 
MORECAMBE
Thu 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Ln,
LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq,
LS3 1AD

LIVERPOOL
Thu 3 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Lnt,
L1 3BT

LONDON: CENTRAL
Wed 23 Oct, 6.30pm, 
The 52 Club,
Bonham Carter House,
52 Gower St,
WC1E 6EB

LONDON: NORTH
Tue 15 Oct, 7pm, 
Elizabeth House,
2 Hurlock St,
Highbury,
N5 1ED

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 2 Oct, 7pm, 
Karibu Centre,
7 Gresham Rd,
SW9 7PH

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Wed 16 Oct, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH

WEST & NORTH WEST
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ

NEWCASTLE
Wed 2 Oct, 7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

NORWICH
Wed 2 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

OXFORD
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,
OX1 1BX

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Thu 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

SWANSEA
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Environment Centre,
Pier St,
SA1 1RY

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 16 Oct, 7.15pm, 
St. Peter’s Café,
4 Exchange St,
WV1 1TS

Booklaunch
System change not climate change

CLIMATE CHAOS will trigger more extreme events such as earthquakes 

Socialist Worker  25 September 2019
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THEATRE
REBEL MUSIC
At the Birmingham Repertory 
Theatre until 5 October  
Tickets from £10  
Go to birmingham-rep.co.uk
 
IT’S THE summer of 1976. 
The far right is on the march. 
Rock Against Racism puts 
white punk bands and black 
reggae bands on the same 
bill—determined to win the 
culture war and defeat the 
National Front.

Three teenage music fans, 
Denise, Trudi and Andrew, 
join the fight for the soul of 
working class Britain. 

The trio navigate racial 
politics and social upheaval in 
Birmingham alongside their 
own turbulent teenage years. 
Can their friendship survive?

This new play from Robin 
French and award-winning 
director Alex Brown is a 
celebration of the diverse 
musical legacy of the 
Midlands. 

ART
 
OTOBONG NKANGA:
FROM WHERE I STAND
At Tate St Ives until 5 January 
Tickets 9.50, £8.50 concession
 
THIS IS the first British 
museum show of artist 
Otobong Nkanga, whose 
practice spans tapestry, 

drawing, photography, 
installation, video and 
performance.

The exhibition explores 
the politics of land and its 
relationship to the body, and 
histories of land acquisition 
and ownership.

It will feature new works 
created especially for the 
Tate St Ives exhibition 
including a wall painting and 
sculpture, alongside well 
known works. 

PHOTOGRAPHY
 
DIANE ARBUS
At Leamington Spa Art Gallery 
and Museum until 1 December 
Admission free
 
DIANE ARBUS is considered 
one of the great figures of 
American photography. 

She pioneered the 
photographic approach that 
bridges the gap between 
documentary and fine art, 
through her commitment “to 
photograph everybody”.

Ad Astra—a good space film 
that’s just too male-centric
There’s some impressive acting in this sci-fi blockbuster, but the focus on 
lonely men misses the chance for deeper exploration, writes Dave Sewell 
V I S UA L LY  ST R I K I N G  a n d 
 emotionally raw space adventure 
Ad Astra takes Brad Pitt on a jour-
ney into danger, dad issues and 
probably the Oscars.

Strange disasters seem to have 
something to do with a long lost mis-
sion to find alien life, led by H Clifford 
McBride (Tommy Lee Jones). So his 
son Roy (Pitt) sets out to look for 
him—but finds an extended metaphor 
for loneliness and fear of intimacy.

The aesthetic attention to detail pays 
off, with unsettling visions of familiar 
objects in unfamiliar combinations.

We see space modules stacked up 
to form a skyscraper. Air strikes on 
the airless lunar surface. And a poster 
for a crisis counselling hotline in a 
Martian base.

This dresses the stage for Pitt to 
show off. His eyes do half the acting, 
his never-raised voice much of the rest. 

Jones and Donald Sutherland also 
bring impressive performances.

It’s a shame this is undermined 
by voiceovers, tacked on at studio 
bosses’ insistence, spelling out the 
film’s message with the subtlety of a 
laser cannon.

But this is an embarrassingly male 
film. The most prominent female 
role sees Liv Tyler reprise her role 
from Armageddon as the woman the 
spacemen leave behind. 

Intensity
Ruth Negga brings a quiet intensity to 
her brief appearance as an orphaned 
administrator. Her anger has to stand 
in for all the people damaged by the 
McBride men’s struggle.

Ad Astra has been compared to 
Joseph Conrad’s novel Heart of 
Darkness and its sort-of adaptation 
Apocalypse Now.

These deal with the search for 
“one of our own” gone rogue far from 
home. But they do so politically, expos-
ing how colonialist wars debased the 
 society that perpetrated them.

Ad Astra acknowledges environ-
mental destruction and war only to 
strip away this big picture and focus 
on the neuroses of lonely men.

In an age of rampant social iso-
lation and mental distress, perhaps 
that’s political too. But then, did we 
really need another film that wallows 
in sympathy for sad, angry, white 
males while sidelining those who 
they hurt?

The title hints at Gray’s inten-
tions. Air forces and space agen-
cies often use a Latin motto derived 
from the Roman poet Virgil. Through  
hardship to the stars—in other 
words, the hardest journeys bring 
the  greatest rewards. In this case the 
richest reward is coming home.
Ad Astra is out now

Beauty that is more than escapism 
EXHIBITION
TIM WALKER: WONDERFUL 
THINGS
Victoria and Albert Museum, London 
Admission £15 

TIM WALKER’S spectacular work 
is the subject of the Victoria 
and Albert Museum’s major 
photography exhibition. His 
dreamlike style uses epic theatrical 
sets, fantastic clothing, and a 

diverse range of models, giving it a 
Through the Looking Glass feel. 

With an eye for finding beauty 
in the weird and wonderful, rather 
than simply glamorous, this is 
Walker’s largest photography 
exhibition to date. 

Beginning with a clean white 
space exploring his inspirations 
and celebrity portraits, the 
exhibition follows with a trip 
through ten rooms in which the 
viewer steps into the photograph. 

Walker’s work features equally 
dilapidated council estates and 
stately homes, elephants painted 
pink, and plenty of glitter. 

 Treasures Walker found, from 
illustrations to tapestry to stained 
glass windows, have inspired a 
range of original photographs.

But his fantasies are not simply 
about escapism, his work pokes at 
our notions of beauty, history and 
social structure. 
Rena Niamh Smith

BOX OF delight by Tim Walker

In Pursuit of Bling: The Transformation
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READ MORE
lThe Mandate of 
Heaven—Marx and Mao in 
modern China 
by Nigel Harris 
This excellent 1978 book 
is available to read on the 
internet for free. Go to 
bit.ly/NHarrisChina

lDeflected Permanent 
Revolution 
by Tony Cliff

This book looks at the 
Marxist concept of 
revolution and how it 
applies to China
bit.ly/CliffDPR

lChina’s Twentieth 
Century—Revolution, 
Retreat and the Road to 
Equality 
by Wang Hui, edited by 
Saul Thomas, £19.99

A CHINESE state poster depicting Stalin and Mao as revolutionary heroes

to throw off foreign domina-
tion, not encourage work-
ers’ revolution. In 1927 he 
turned his guns on the work-
ers’ movement. Thousands of 
militants were imprisoned, 
shot or forced to flee into the 
countryside. 

The CCP was transformed 
from a party of working class 
militants and radical middle 
class intellectuals into a mili-
tary organisation based on the 
peasantry. 

Stalin encouraged this. By 
the 1930s Russia had become 
a “state capitalist” country. 
A bloody civil war had dev-
astated the soviets (workers’ 
councils) that had run the 
county. 

Stalin and his state bureau-
cracy became a new ruling 
class. His goal was to force 
through rapid industrialisa-
tion on the backs of workers 
and peasants. 

Mao wanted to turn China 
into a modern industrial coun-
try and saw Stalinist Russia as 
a model. China too became 
state capitalist.

Accumulating
A real socialist economy would 
be democratically planned and 
based on meeting people’s 
needs. In Stalin’s Russia and 
Mao’s China’s the economy 
was based on accumulating 
capital to compete with imperi-
alist rivals. Human need came 
a distant second. 

For Mao the “chief ene-
mies” were imperialists and 
 landlords. He thought he could 
better build up China’s econ-
omy without them in the way. 

Yet there was a huge gap 

between Mao’s ambition and 
the resources available to 
finance industrialisation. So 
in 1957 Mao announced the 
“Great Leap Forward”. 

Peasants were rounded 
up into huge “People ’s 
Communes”,  some with 
30,000 people in them. They 
were made to work around 
the clock and told to meet 
 impossible production targets.

The result was a terri-
ble famine that would claim 
30 million people’s lives by 
1960. Tens of millions of others 
were forced by hunger to eat 
grass and bark from trees. 

Mao failed to drive China’s 
economic growth forward. 
The rest of the CCP leadership 
started to turn against him. 
But they had no alternative 
to his rapid industrialisation 
strategy. 

Another disastrous plan to 
kick-start Chinese growth fol-
lowed when Mao regained con-
trol in the 1960s. His Cultural 
Revolution got rid of his oppo-
nents inside the CCP, but 
brought China close to civil war.

Mao continued to rule China 
until his death in 1976. 

But it was obvious that 
China wouldn’t catch up with 
its rivals by relying on contin-
ual drives to squeeze more out 
of workers and the peasantry.

In the 1970s and 1980s the 
ruling class turned towards 
opening up the country to 
 foreign investment while 
maintaining tight political 
control. 

It saw China grow into an 
economic powerhouse and 
finally achieve what its CCP 
rulers had wanted. 

MAO’S LITTLE 
Red Book of 
quotations sold 
millions of copies 
all over the world 
during the late 
1960s and early 
1970s

T
HE  democracy 
movement in 
Hong Kong has 
h i gh l i gh ted 
the ruthless 
nature of the 

Chinese state—which fully 
backs the repression of 
protesters.

China is also a major 
global economic power, 
making a quarter of the 
world’s products. None of 
this is  progressive or radical. 

But 70 years ago, a revo-
lution in China delivered a 
huge blow to Western impe-
rialism. Behind it was a wide-
spread desire to  transform 
society.

The leaders of the revolt 
went on to build a regime 
of repression—socialist in 
name only—to try and create 
a major power to rival its 
former occupiers.

The Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) came to power 
on 1 October 1949, led by 
Mao Zedong.

His victory followed a 
 protracted civil war that 
began in 1928. Communist 
forces fought the Republic 
of China, run by General 
Chiang Kai-Shek’s nationalist 
Kuomintang party.

But from 1937 the two forces 
allied against Japan, which 
occupied large parts of China’s 
north and its eastern coast. 

The CCP’s strength grew as 
its Red Army mounted a suc-
cessful guerrilla war against far 
superior Japanese forces.

The  Communis t s  won 
 widespread support among 
peasants, who largely lived off 
what they produced. The CCP 
brought real social change to 
liberated areas under the par-
ty’s control by breaking the 
power of the old landlords.

Surrendered
Fighting between the CCP 
and Kuomintang government 
resumed shortly after Japan 
surrendered at the end of the 
Second World War in 1945. 

But now there were bigger 
forces at play. 

The Cold War between the 
US and Russia was  beginning. 
The US was desperate to stop 
Communists taking power 
in China, fearing they would 
align with Russian dictator 
Joseph Stalin.

The US also wanted to inherit 
the British Empire’s interests 
around the world.

China had been dominated 
by European powers since the 
19th century. The vast  majority 
of the country’s territory was 
under Chinese control, but 
 foreign powers had a foothold 
in key eastern coast towns.

Britain, France, Portugal, 
Austria-Hungary and Germany 
had all “leased” territories from 
China. These included impor-
tant ports, such as Hong Kong, 
which Britain seized in 1841 
after a war fought over its right 
to sell opium to China.

After the Second World War 
the US wanted a bigger slice 
of China. So it poured mil-
lions of dollars’ worth of aid 

and arms into the Kuomintang 
government.

But the Kuomintang was 
 corrupt, and government offi-
cials siphoned off funds. Local 
warlords that the government 
relied on hoarded weapons.

US president Harry Truman 
was furious that his plan to 
stop the Communists wasn’t 
 working. “The Chiangs, the 
Kungs and the Soongs are all 
thieves,” he wrote.

The Communists continued 
to win support from peasants, 

largely due to their policies of 
land redistribution. 

And in 1945 Russia handed 
them the northern parts of 
China it had grabbed from 
Japan. 

That put more rural areas 
under Communist control. In 
major cities controlled by the 
Kuomintang, food supplies 
began to dry up. And as infla-
tion rose, the nationalists lost 
even more popularity with the 
middle classes and workers. 

As early as 2 March 1949, the 

British Ambassador in Nanjing 
painted a bleak picture in a 
cable to the Foreign Office. 
“Despite all Chiang Kai-shek’s 
efforts it is in my view out of the 
question that further successful 
resistance to the Communists 
can be organised,” he wrote. 

The nationalists held out 
in some provinces until 1950. 
But the bulk of their  resistance 
had been broken by the time 
Mao declared the People’s 
Republic of China in Beijing on 
1 October. 

The Kuomintang was forced 
to retreat to the island of 
Taiwan, where it ruled a brutal 
US-funded dictatorship until 
the 1980s. 

For ordinary people, China 
before 1949 was barbaric. The 
average life expectancy was 
mid-40s. There was severe pov-
erty, little accessible health care 
and illiteracy was common.

Women were often bought 
and sold as “domestic servants”. 
The practice of foot binding, 
where women would tightly 
bandage their feet to make 
them apparently more attrac-
tive, reflected their oppression.

Rival warlords, tribes and 
landlords held power. 

But  Mao’s  revolut ion 
spelt the end for them. In 
the 1950s the lives of the 
majority of ordinary Chinese 
people improved. Land was 

redistributed. Unemployment 
and hyperinflation fell. The 
Marriage Law of 1952 meant 
that wives were no longer seen 
the property of husbands.

Genuine
But the Chinese Revolution 
wasn’t a socialist revolution—
where working class people 
seize political power and run 
society. 

When the CCP’s People’s 
Liberation Army marched into 
Beijing in 1949, workers lined 
the streets to welcome it. But 
workers played no active part 
in the revolution and there 
was nothing socialist about the 
regime it brought to power. 
Workers didn’t run the factories 
or offices, and peasants didn’t 
control the villages.

In contrast, the Russian 
Revolution of 1917 was a genu-
ine working class revolution. In 
China it inspired many  workers 
and radical sections of the 
middle classes that hoped for a 
better life.

The CCP was set up by a 
small group of socialist activ-
ists, including Mao, in the early 
1920s. At that time they argued 
that China’s small but powerful 
working class had the power 
to drive through revolutionary 
change. 

A wave of workers’ struggles 
swept the cities in 1925. 

Chiang Kai-Shek, one of the 
warlords, initially thought his 
nationalist Kuomintang could 
gain from the revolt, so allied 
himself with Russia.

Russia’s leadership—increas-
ingly dominated by Stalin—
ordered the CCP to enter a 
disastrous alliance with the 
nationalists. 

But Chiang Kai-Shek wanted 

1949 MAO & 
THE CHINESE 
REVOLUTION
Seventy years ago revolution in China threw off the rule 
of landlords and struck a blow to Western imperialism. 

But it wasn’t a socialist revolution, and its aims were not 
to put people in power, writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans

Workers lined 
the streets to 
welcome the 
revolution but 
played no part

‘‘ 
Chiang Kai-Shek

Bad News for Labour busts 
media’s antisemitism claims

A book on Labour, 
the media and 
antisemitism is 
both rigorous and 
accessible, writes  
Nick Clark

LABOUR MEMBERS can be 
demonised, disciplined and 
even attacked in the press 
simply for denying that 
their party has a widespread 
problem with antisemitism.

So this new book on 
Labour, antisemitism and 
the media is bold—and very 
useful for left wing activists. 
Bad News for Labour, a study 
by lecturers in journalism, 
communications, sociology 
and combating antisemitism, 
describes how we got here.

As an academic study, 
it’s rigorous, precise and 
clear with evidence. But 
as a tool for activists, 
it’s also accessible. 

It dismantles the right, 
and tells us how to cut 
through the media distortion 
that blurs the lines between 
antisemitism and  
anti-Zionism.

The first few chapters by 
Greg Philo and Mike Berry 
look at how the perception 
that Labour is antisemitic 
was influenced by how it 
was reported in the media.

Belief 
Through a survey of more 
than 1,000 people, they found 
the average belief is that 
about a third of Labour Party 
members are antisemitic. 

There’s obviously a huge 
gulf between that belief 
and the fact that, as they 
were writing, Labour was 
investigating 453 cases of 
alleged antisemitism— 
0.1 percent of members.

In a number of focus 
groups, Philo and Berry 
found most people got this 
belief from the saturated 
coverage in the media. 

People who took part 
talked about the “constant” 
headlines, and the 
prominence given to claims 
that Labour has a major 
problem with antisemitism. 

Throughout the book, 
its authors describe how 
those accusing Labour of 
antisemitism usually  

suggested that certain 
criticism of Israel—
usually claims that it is 
racist—is antisemitic.

There are three chapters 
on the row over whether 
the Labour Party would 
adopt the International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance’s (IHRA) definition of 
antisemitism with examples 
restricting criticism of Israel. 

They’re all very clear 
on the difference between 
legitimate criticism of Israel 

and antisemitism—and 
describe methodically how 
the IHRA definition is not. 

But problems with the 
IHRA definition were all 
but ignored by the media.  
Instead of presenting it as the 
contested definition it is, most 
gave the false impression 
that it was straightforward 
and widely accepted.

The study found that 
voices criticising it got far 
less prominence than those 
who backed it—particularly 
by the Guardian newspaper. 

The study is also very 
clear that simply backing 
down over accusations of 
antisemitism didn’t make 
the problem go away—
it just reinforced it.

In focus groups, even 
those against Labour were 
able to see media bias. 

Many reconsidered how 
widespread antisemitism 
is in Labour when pushed 
to think critically about the 
claims they read in the press.

 The authors’ answer is that 
rebutting and challenging the 
misinformation works best. 

They suggest a media 
strategy that includes 
strong rebuttal of false 
claims, and clarity on what 
is and isn’t antisemitism.

They don’t quite go as 
far as to say Labour should 
openly say that the right to 
criticise Israel is at stake.

That’s a shame, because 
the book itself is very good 
at showing that. But for 
those who are bewildered, 
disheartened and intimidated 
by the onslaught of 
accusations of antisemitism, 
this book is very useful.

A LOBBY of Labour’s national executive against the party 
adopting IHRA definition’s examples Picture: Guy Smallman 

MORE ONLINE
Read Socialist Worker’s 
coverage on Labour, 
Palestine and antisemitism
lActivists speak out on the 
IHRA definition—it’s not 
antisemitic to stand up for 
Palestine  
bit.ly/IHRALab
lSuppressed report reveals 
the horror of the Nakba  
bit.ly/NakhbaReport
lArm yourselves with the 
arguments about why it’s 
right to oppose Israel  
bit.ly/ArmYourselfArg 

In focus groups 
even those 
against Labour 
could see 
media bias

‘‘ 

COMMENT‘‘ ’’



I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker with a monthly 
direct debit of £5
Name  ...............................................................................

Address .............................................................................

..........................................................................................

Postcode  ..........................................................................

E-mail  .............................................................................

Phone  ..............................................................................
I would like ____ extra papers to sell 
(this will not be deducted from my bank account)

For official use only—this is not part of the instructions to 
your bank/building society

Sherborne Publications,  
PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay 
by direct debit

Originator identification no.   n n n n n n
Our reference no.  

n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n
1. Name and full postal address of your bank or building 
society
To the manager:

Bank/building society  ....................................................

Address  ........................................................................

Postcode  .......................................................................

2. Name(s) of account holder(s)

....................................................................................

3. Branch sort code  nn / nn / nn

4. Bank/building society account no.  

nnnnnnnn
5. Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Sherborne Publications direct debits from 
the account detailed on this instruction subject to 
the safeguards assured by the direct debit guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may remain with 
Sherborne Publications and, if so,  details will be passed 
electronically to my bank or building society.

Signature(s)  .............................................................

Date  ........................................................................

Banks and building societies may not accept 
Direct Debit instructions from some types of account 

Direct debit guarantee
nThis Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
nIf there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Sherborne Publications will notify you ten working 
days in advance of  your account being debited or as otherwise 
agreed. If you request Sherborne Publications to collect a payment, 
confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time 
of the request.
nIf an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by 
Sherborne Publications or your bank or building society you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your 
bank or building society.
n If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back 

when Sherborne Publications asks you to.
nYou can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting 
your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. 
Please also notify us.

9 7 3 3 5 5

Socialist Worker Subscriptions
Post PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ 
Phone 020 7840 5601 
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Subscribe to Socialist Worker
Have Socialist Worker delivered with your post every week for a direct debit of £5 a month

JOIN THE
 SOCIALIST

 WORKERS
  PARTY

Yes, I'd like to be a member
I’d like more information and to receive emails

Name  ...................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

Postcode  ..................................

Phone  ...................................................................................................

Email  ....................................................................................................
Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 74955  
London E16 9EJ. Phone 020 7840 5602  
Email membership@swp.org.uk SWP

‘I was arrested for the crime of journalism’
Socialist Worker 
photographer  
Guy Smallman 
writes on his arrest 
on an anti-Heathrow 
direct action
I  WAS  a r re s ted  l a s t 
Wednesday for the crime 
of journalism, for upsetting 
the liars who rule society.

The Tories have decided 
to worsen the cl imate 
emergency by increasing 
the capacity of Heathrow  
airport by over 260,000 
flights a year. 

This has caused wide-
spread anger among environ-
mentalists and those who will 
inherit a ruined planet.

So activists have been 
targeting the airport with 
the group Heathrow Pause, 
which aims to draw atten-
tion to their utterly indefensi-
ble expansion plans through 
peaceful direct action.

W h i l e  t h e  b o s s e s ’  
tabloids have shrieked 
headlines  about endan-
gering airliners and their  
passengers, the reality is very 
different. 

I discovered this when I 
photographed and filmed 

one of their actions near the  
runways last Wednesday. 

Activists are willing to 
risk their liberty by drawing 
attention to the lies of this 
government. 

They fly toy drones at 
head height within the  
exclusion zone imposed 
around Heathrow and then 
announce their presence to 
the police. 

It’s part of their tactic of 
costing the authorities money 
by clogging up the legal 
system with cases that most 
people would never want to 
see their taxes wasted on.

Pigeon
The protests are staged well 
away from the airport flight 
paths and the drones in ques-
tion would have difficulty 
damaging a pigeon, let alone 
an aircraft.

Police resources, that we 
are told are unavailable for 
tackling crime due to auster-
ity, were not in short supply. 

O v e r  a  d o z e n  
officers—including armed 
cops—swooped on three 
activists staging their sym-
bolic demonstration outside 
the Heathrow perimeter. But 
I was surprised to find myself 

under arrest and detained for 
the crime of journalism. 

Not least because upon 
the cops’ arrival at the scene 
they checked my credentials 
and accepted them, a deci-
sion that was later reversed 
without explanation.

Sadly  recent  events  
including the legal victimisa-
tion of reporters covering the 
refugee crisis in Syria suggest 
that this is not isolated.

A free press should mean  
exactly that, no matter how 
embarrassing the resulting 
journalism is for the liars and 
hypocrites who run society.

Spending many hours  
staring at the ceiling of a tiny 
cell was a sobering reminder 
of the plight of so many inno-
cent people trapped in far 
worse circumstances.

My trade union and others 
sprang into action and 
ensured my quick release 
before it was too bleak. 

A reminder that collec-
tive action remains our best 
weapon against state-spon-
sored injustice in all its forms. 

I  was  re leased that  
evening without charge and 
the experience made me 
look forward to covering the  
climate strikes even more. THE POLICE begin to move in on Heathrow Pause activists  Picture: Guy Smallman
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Trump’s war on unions
THROUGHOUT his 2016 
election campaign, Donald 

Trump did a very good 
impression of someone who is 
pro-worker.

He often spoke about the 
return of factories and industries 
such as coal and manufacturing. 

The result was the 
highest number of votes for 
a Republican presidential 
candidate by union members 
since Ronald Reagan in 1984.

In his first week of presidency 
in 2017, Trump kept up the 
charade by holding a meeting 
with union management 
in the White House. 

But the love-in didn’t 

last. Trump’s first budget 
made clear his intentions. 

He increased funding 
for the Office of Labour 
Management Standards, which 
enforces anti-union laws.

And in May last year he 
passed two executive orders—
announcing laws without 
needing Congress to back 
them—further restricting 
union organisation. 

This included limiting 
the amount of paid time 
that workers can use for 
union-related activities.

The executive orders were 
overturned by a court, but 
Trump is fighting this decision. 

The number of 
strikers in the US 
last year was the 
highest it had been 
since 1986

‘‘ 
 IN the latest 
in a wave of 

workers’ struggle, 
80,000 workers at 
pharmaceutical company 
Kaiser Permanente (KP) 
are set to walk out for 
seven days on 7 October.

Pickets will be set up 
outside hospitals and 
offices across the US. 

The workers are 
fighting over increases 
to executives’ benefits, 
outsourcing and the 
raising of payment rates 
for patients. 

The workers are in a 
coalition of trade unions, 
including the Service 
Employees International 
Union.

The coalition says 
that it wants to protect 
jobs and ensure safe and 
compassionate use of 
facilities for the comfort 
and safety of patients.

 UAW union leaders 
are embroiled in 

a corruption scandal 
involving bribes from 
bosses at carmaker Fiat 
Chrysler Automobiles 
(FCA).

The UAW bureaucrats 
took tens of thousands 
of pounds’ worth of 
money meant for 
workers’ training and 
spent it on themselves.

The money, from 
bosses at FCA, was 
supposed to keep the 
union leaders “fat, dumb 
and happy”—that is, to 
influence negotiations 
and avoid strikes.

It included £22,000 
on a party for former 
UAW union vice 
president Norwood 
Jewell. The party 
involved “ultra-
premium” liquor and 
models who lit the union 
leaders’ cigars.

 The strike that’s driving  
 the resistance in the US  
A mass strike over pay and jobs at General Motors has swept across the US— 
Gabby Thorpe says the dispute could inspire many more workers’ struggles 

 NEARLY 50,000 workers in the 
US have walked out in the 

largest strike against any manufac-
turer there in 12 years. 

Workers at General Motors 
(GM) factories—members of the 
UAW union—have stopped work in  
33 plants across the US.

They are demanding higher pay 
and the permanent hire of temporary 
workers.

GM also announced last year that 
it was planning to close several of its 
plants.

Workers at GM are outraged by the 
closures and bosses’ refusal to raise 
pay. They were told that accepting 
concessions in 2009—including lower 
pay—when GM faced bankruptcy, 
would protect them in the future. 

The closures also come after US 
president Donald Trump promised 
in 2017 that closed factories “are all 
coming back”.

Trump said last Tuesday that “fed-
eral mediation was possible if it was 
wanted”.

But both the White House and GM 
have denied that there is any such 
mediation taking place.

The strike was expected to go on 

after GM announced last week that it 
would no longer pay striking workers’ 
health insurance.

Trump’s hatred for unions means 
that workers’ rights are constantly 
under threat.

But there are signs of renewed 
class struggle in the US. The number 
of strikers there last year was the  
highest since 1986.

Teachers in West Virginia walked 
out in a victorious strike over pay in 
October last year. 

Parents and students marched in 
solidarity with the teachers, and the 
success led to further teacher strikes 
in other states. 

Later that year, 7,700 workers 
at Marriott hotels and up to 30,000 
workers at Stop & Shop supermarkets 
struck this April. 

They were all widely-supported—
reflecting a deepening dissatisfaction 
among ordinary people in the US. 

Expense
Wage stagnation in the US means 
that some 40 percent of households 
can’t afford an unforeseen expense as 
low as £300. 

Earlier this year US analytics  
company Gallup found that approval 
for trade unions has risen from  
48 percent in 2009 to 68 percent. 

Up to half of non-union members 
also say that they would join a union 
if their workplaces allowed it, 

The strike at GM could take advan-
tage of this. If it is victorious then it 
could well inspire more action by 
workers in the US.

A STRIKER in Detroit, Michigan

How the GM workers were 
 betrayed after years of cuts

IN 2007 some 70,000 
General Motors workers 

walked out of 80 workplaces in 
30 US states. 

The strike took place for similar 
reasons to the one that’s happening 
now.

In the recession of the mid-
2000s, GM closed a dozen 
factories. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
workers faced a stark choice 
between losing their jobs or 
forced retirement—essentially 
the same thing.

Despite the closures, the 

recession led to GM facing 
bankruptcy in 2009. 

Workers accepted a package of 
cuts to pay and health benefits. 

They were told that this would 
protect their jobs and save GM 
from complete closure.

Now GM is posting billions 
in profits. But the concessions 
that the workers made to the 
company still stand. 

GM has used and tossed aside 
its employees in favour of profit.

The only way this strike 
should end is in complete 
victory.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

On strike at KP

Norwood Jewell
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IN BRIEF 

No outsiders in 
football say fans 
OVER 150 representatives 
of grassroots football 
supporters’ groups gathered 
in London last Friday to 
discuss tackling racism on 
the terraces and promoting 
football as an inclusive sport. 

Fans for Diversity is a 
joint initiative of the Football 
Supporters Association and 
Kick It Out.

The remit of Fans for 
Diversity is much wider than 
tackling racism. It promotes 
the inclusion of women and 
disabled and LGBT+ people. 
David Hughes 

Workers demand 
amnesty on attacks 
THE UNITE union is balloting 
for strikes by workers at 
Amnesty International. 

Bosses at the human rights 
NGO want to push through  
93 job cuts. 

The ballot, which was set 
to open on Thursday, runs 
until 7 November. 

Clean air march in 
south east London 
PARENTS AND school 
children marched to demand 
urgent action over toxic air 
pollution levels in Lewisham, 
south east London, last 
Saturday. 

A rally at Catford civic suite 
was addressed by Rosamund 
Kissi-Debrah. She is fighting a 
legal battle to have the role of 
unlawful air pollution levels in 
the death of her daughter Ella 
recognised. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“We need a bigger more 
diverse movement putting 
pressure on government and 
local authorities to act.”
Mark Dunk 

School workers say 
no to academisation
NEU UNION members at 
Bexleyheath Academy in 
south east London were set 
to start a two-day strike on 
Wednesday of this week.

The action follows a 
walkout on Wednesday of 
last week. Workers at the 
south east London school are 
fighting a restructure.
lSend messages of support to 
Debbie.jones@neu.org.uk

Diageo workers 
consider pay deal
THE UNITE and GMB union 
suspended a programme of 
strikes by 1,500 workers at 
Diageo drinks plants across 
Scotland last Tuesday night. 
Bosses had presented a new 
offer. 

The offer is understood to 
be a two-year deal with a  
3 percent rise this year and a  
pay increase next year in line 
with RPI inflation. 

The Unite and GMB unions 
said they would now consult 
their members on the deal.

Workers have previously 
been offered a rise of a mere 
2.5 percent.

‘The fight of our lives’  
begins at Royal Mail  
AROUND 120,000 postal 
workers will start voting this 
week in a national strike ballot. 

They are fighting to defend 
jobs, pay and the future of the 
service. 

Royal Mail chief executive 
Rico Back is determined to run 
Royal Mail and Parcelforce 
more like the delivery services 
that rely on a low wage and 
casualised workforce. 

Only profits for shareholders 
would matter.

CWU union deputy general 
secretary Terry Pullinger has 
told members to “get ready for 
the fight of your lives”.

The outcome of the dispute 
will decide whether Royal 
Mail continues to exist as a 
public service—or is smashed 
up and run down for profiting 
billionaires.

Lesley-Ann MacAskill, an 
area delivery rep at Highland 
Amal branch, said, “Members 
here do not trust Royal Mail 

or the direction the company 
is taking.

“That is why they are 
voting Yes and are prepared to 
strike to defend their jobs and 
support the union.” 

The union has held over 
1,000 gate meetings to build 
the fightback.

The ballot runs from 
Tuesday until 15 October. 

Agreement 
But an external mediation 
process, which was signed off 
under the last agreement, is 
likely to delay the first strike 
until well into November.

It would be best to strike 
earlier, but in any case there 
will have to be activities to 
keep up the momentum of the 
dispute. 

 Meanwhile, the union is 
taking up the case of Robert 
Lockyer, who worked at Royal 
Mail for 29 years. 

He was fired from his job at 

Ashford Delivery Office a year 
ago after management accused 
him of “gross misconduct” for 
an alleged one-minute delay 
for a special delivery item.

The case is an example of 
the toxic culture at work.

“This is probably one of the 
most outrageous dismissals 
by Royal Mail and tribunal 
verdicts I’ve ever heard 
about,” said CWU secretary for 
delivery workers Mark Baulch. 

Lockyer actually arrived 
inside the premises—a high 
street bank—four minutes 
before the 1pm special delivery 
time. 

But Lockyer was told to 
wait in the queue with other 
customers.

Baulch says that the details 
of this case “almost make it 
impossible to even do the job”. 
“And it also demonstrates why 
our members should back the 
union in this current ballot,” 
he added. 

A BIG one—the gate meeting at Southend mail processing unit in Essex 

Tens of thousands could 
walk out at universities 
TWO BALLOTS for strikes 
of over 125,000 university 
workers are underway. 

UCU union members 
at 147 higher education 
institutions voting whether 
to take action over pay, 

workloads and unequal 
contracts. 

Meanwhile, workers at  
69 older universities are also 
voting on whether to strike 
to defend their USS pension 
scheme. 

ROYAL MAIL UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 

Support staff strike over 
pay at Liverpool university 
WORKERS AT the University 
of Liverpool have launched 
a programme of industrial 
action.  

The Unite union members 
were set to walk out for  
48 hours over pay and 
changes to terms and 
conditions from Friday of 
this week. 

It followed a successful 
walkout on Tuesday this 
week and Saturday last 
week. 

Bosses propose changes 
that could see the workers 

£3,000 a year worse off. 
Workers received solidarity 
from Labour Party members 
and other trade unionists. 

Unite has called on other 
workers to “join us on one 
of the strike dates or during 
your lunch break”. 
lTweet support at  
@Unite_NorthWest  
Join the picket lines from 7am 
until 1pm on strike days at 
University Square, Brownlow 
Hill/Mount Pleasant L69 7ZX 
and Bedford House, Oxford 
Street Control Room, L69 7ZP

SUPPORT STAFF 

FURTHER EDUCATION 

Solid action in Nottingham 
UCU UNION members at 
Nottingham College began a 
three-day strike against new 
contracts on Monday.

The second day of last 
week’s walkout on Friday 
coincided with the global 
climate strike.

UCU rep Railene told 
Socialist Worker, “Climate 
change is affecting 
everybody—students, 
workers, pensioners. 

“We have to realise that 
forcing governments to take 
notice and act is everyone’s 
responsibility.”  

College bosses want to 
impose new contracts that 
would slash pay for many 
workers. Bosses have 
threatened to dismiss staff 
who refuse to sign up to the 
contracts. 

UCU members have called 
15 days of escalating strikes 
in total at the college. 

A four-day walkout is set 
to begin on Monday of next 
week, followed by a five-day 
strike the week after.
lSend messages of 
support to Railene.Barker@
nottinghamcollege.ac.uk

Robin’ bosses won’t hoodwink strikers in Nottinghamshire 

CIVIL SERVICE 

Cleaners still out at business ministry
OUTSOURCED WORKERS at 
the Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial 
Strategy in London are 
keeping up their indefinite 
strike.

The PCS union members 
have been on indefinite 
strike since mid-July. They’re 

demanding the London 
Living Wage of £10.55 an 
hour from their current 
employers, outsourcers  
ISS and Aramark.

They also want improved 
sick pay and holiday pay, and 
ultimately to be brought back 
in house. Strikers joined the 

climate protest in London 
last Friday—fighting for a 
living wage on a liveable 
planet.
lStrikers are holding a social 
evening and quiz on Tuesday 
1 October, 6pm-10.30pm, Civil 
Service Club, Great Scotland 
Yard, London, SW1A 2HJ

 Rail workers march for public ownership 
RAIL WORKERS in Glasgow 
marched through the city 
centre on Friday of last 
week to demand the end of 
Abellio running the Scotrail 
franchise. 

The RMT union members 
are calling for the immediate 
termination of its contract 
and for rail services to be 
brought back into public 
ownerships. 

nRMT UNION members on 
Scottish sleeper services 

were set to strike for 24 
hours from Sunday at noon. 

Operator Serco reneged 
on staffing promises. The 
company said it would 
address a raft of serious 
concerns that have ruined 
working lives and placed the 
workforce under intolerable 
pressure.

Caledonian Sleeper 
services from London Euston 
and stations including 
Glasgow, Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen will be hit hard.

nTUBE WORKERS on the 
eastern end of the District 
line were set to begin an 
indefinite programme of 
industrial action from Friday 
of this week. 

The RMT union members 
are fighting the growing 
levels of violence at their 
workplaces. 

Workers are set to “work 
from within a place of 
safety when alone and not 
to detrain alone or attend 
incidents on trains alone.”

RAIL ROUND-UP 

On the picket line in Liverpool 
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FIREFIGHTERS ROUND-UP

nFIREFIGHTERS have 
claimed victory in their fight 
against cuts to the  South 
Yorkshire Fire and Rescue 
Service.

After a campaign from 
FBU union members, the fire 
authority resoundingly voted 
to shelve plans to reduce 
the number of firefighters 
riding a fire engine from five 
to four. 

Instead, the fire authority 
agreed to use its reserves to 
maintain safe crewing levels

It would have seen  
84 firefighter posts cut. 

nFIREFIGHTERS IN Devon 
and Somerset handed in a 
petition with over 30,000 
signatures last Friday calling 

on the service to scrap plans 
to slash fire services in the 
area. 

Devon and Somerset 
fire and rescue service is 
currently consulting on 
proposals which could close 
eight fire stations and scrap 
or cut fire cover of over 
30 fire engines across the 
counties. 

nSURREY FBU union 
members habe launched 
a trade dispute with the 
fire and rescue service, 
calling for management 
to end unsafe practices. 

Concerned firefighters and 
residents were set to protest 
outside Surrey county hall 
on Tuesday this week.

Socialist Worker  25 September 2019

HEALTH WORKERS

 Compass workers 
  point to a fightback
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

HUNDREDS OF health 
workers in the north west of 
England struck last week in 
the face of bosses’ attempts 
to stop them from speaking 
out against low pay. 

The Unison union said 
workers at Blackpool Victoria 
Hospi ta l  and Whis ton 
Hospital on Merseyside “who 
have spoken out about low 
pay are being individually 
targeted and disciplined” by 
outsourcing giant Compass. 

Unison members stood 
firm on picket lines during a 
three-day walkout for NHS 
rate of pay at Blackpool 
Victoria last Thursday. 

They were joined the next 
day by workers at Whiston 
Hospital, who began their 
own 72-hour strike. 

Masks
Many wore surgical masks to 
point out how bosses had tried 
to gag them and chanted, 
“We’re not gonna be leaving 
until we get more pay.”

Pat Woolham, Unison 
regional organiser, said, “The 
multinational outsourcing 
giant has opened disciplinary 
proceedings against several 
strikers. 

“One is a Unison rep and 
another has been nomi-
nated to become a rep. Their 
crime is simply speaking 
honestly to the media about 

their personal finances and 
experiences of working on 
minimum wage.

“Compass is aiming to 
silence the strikers and sup-
press staff in an attempt to 
force them back to work. 

“But strikers are united 
and determined and will take 
further action if necessary.”

Woolham added, “The fact 
that a company that made 
£1.5 billion profit last year 
refuses to agree an 82p pay 

rise for its lowest paid staff is 
shocking enough.  

“Compass is now puni-
tively targeting dedicated 
hospital workers.”

The cleaners, domestics 
and other support staff work 
alongside NHS staff who 
are on £9.03 an hour, but 
only receive £8.21 an hour 
themselves. 

This sees some workers 
lose up to £1,600 a year. 
On the Blackpool picket line 

workers won the support of 
Labour MP Gordon Marsden, 
who called for an end to “bul-
lying tactics”. 

Every trade unionist 
should build solidarity for the 
Compass workers’ fight. 

nSECURITY STAFF employed 
by private contractor Engie 
Services at Salford Royal 
NHS Foundation Trust have 
voted unanimously for a 
strike to win NHS pay rates.

Pharmacists are in their fifth week of indefinite action
SPIRITS WERE high on 
the picket line as Scottish 
pharmacy workers began 
their fifth week of an 
indefinite strike on Monday.

Unite union members at 
Tayside NHS are fighting 
against a “flawed job 
evaluation” that left “some 
workers on lower grades 
than they should be”.

Hopes of a local 
resolution have fallen apart 
twice since the 39 workers 
walked out on 19 August.

The dispute is now set 
to go to the Scottish Terms 
and Conditions Committee 
(Stac), a Scotland-wide joint 
body for bosses and unions. 
Unite planned to submit 
documents to Stac this 
week.

But workers aren’t leaving 

the picket line until the 
process is finished and have 
been drumming up support 
for their fight. 

They joined the global 
climate strike rally in Dundee 
and a Dundee Against 
Austerity protest last week. 

Scottish National Party 
MPs Peter Wishart and 
Chris Law visited both the 

Ninewells Hospital and Perth 
Royal Infirmary picket lines. 

Workers were angered 
after Tayside NHS health 
last week claimed that 
Unite failed to take up an 
earlier offer to meet with an 
evaluation committee. 

A statement from workers 
said, “We never ‘failed’ to 
take up an earlier offer. We 

wanted NHS Tayside to take 
responsibility and follow 
their own processes and 
complete the evaluation 
process locally to allow 
members a right of appeal.”

A local job evaluation 
panel was supposed to 
deliver its final decision on  
4 September. 

But “consistency 
checking” its decision 
could not take place after 
a workers’ representative 
pulled out of the panel.

Tayside NHS bosses 
claimed they couldn’t find a 
replacement—which workers 
said was “hard to believe”. 

Trade unionists should 
support the Tayside workers. 
lDonate at bit.ly/UniteTayside 
or phone Unite Dundee  
on 01328 227369 

PICKETING AT Blackpool Victoria hospital          Picture: unison north West/tWitter

Fighting Labour library cuts
OVER 160 people joined 
an angry meeting in 
Keighley Civic Centre in 
Bradford, West Yorkshire, 
to stop the cuts to 
libraries and museums.

The Unite union, which 
organised the meeting, is 
balloting 50 workers over 
the Labour-run council’s 
plans to push through nearly 
£2 million of cuts by 2021.

Workers at the 14 sites 
face £950,000 of cuts this 
year—and £1 million from 
April of next year. 

John Giles, a Unite rep 

and library worker, told the 
meeting, “This is an act of 
cultural vandalism and there 
are no cuts which will not 
damage the service. 

“These cuts will no doubt 
lead to closures.”

Residents joined the 
meeting, with one saying, 
“I was born in Bradford and 
this is our heritage.”

Another added, “Parents 
are worried that their 
children will have nowhere 
to study.”

The strike ballot was due 
to end on Friday this week.

BROMLEY

  Bromley ‘bandit capitalism’ 
BROMLEY LIBRARY workers 
have vowed to step up the 
fight after bosses revealed 
plans to slash 35 percent of 
frontline jobs in the south 
east London borough. 

Subcontractor Greenwich 
Leisure Limited (GLL) made 
the announcement at a 
meeting with the Unite union 
on Thursday of last week. 

It was the first time bosses 
and unions had met since 
library workers began an 
indefinite strike on 6 June. 

They walked out 
after bosses failed to fill 
vacancies, fearing bosses 
were planning a restructure 
and job losses. 

GLL’s plan would see 
frontline posts slashed from 
85 to 55 and a further ten to 
15 back office roles cut. 

Gail Cartmail, Unite 
assistant general secretary, 

said, “Bandit capitalism is 
undermining the entire ethos 
of local authorities with 
profits put before services.”

Greenwich council in 
south east London set up 
GLL as a not-for-profit 
private company in 1993. 

It has grown into a sports 
and leisure giant that 
has swallowed up council 
services across the capital.

Managing director Mark 
Sesnan is paid well over 
£200,000 a year.

Trade unionists and 
campaigners should raise 
money for the strikers. Local 
government unions should 
look for opportunities to 
hold strike ballots of workers 
employed by GLL elsewhere. 
lDonate to the strike fund—
account name Bromley Unite 
LE/531, account number 
20272821, sort code 60-83-01

MEETING IN Bradford to save libraries Picture: neil terry

SNP MP Chris Law (left) visited pickets last week 

TAYSIDE

LIBRARIES
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More online
Brexit balance deepens  
divisions bit.ly/torysplits

 TELL TORIES IT’S  
 TIME TO LEAVE  
by CHARLIE KIMBER 

THE TORIES have to be 
driven out—now.

In a shattering blow 
to prime minister Boris 
Johnson, the Supreme Court 
decided on Tuesday that his 
suspension of parliament 
was “unlawful, void and of 
no effect”.

T h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
judgement was the worst 
possible result for the 
government. 

Johnson  was  under 
immense pressure to resign, 
a decision that would trig-
ger a 14-day process to see if 
any other MPs could form a 
government.

Speaker John Bercow 
immediately said “the House 
of Commons must convene 
without delay”. 

Parliament was set to reas-
semble on Wednesday. 

Delegates at the Labour 
Party conference chanted, 
“Johnson out” as the news 
came through.

Jeremy Corbyn said, “I 
invite Boris Johnson to con-
sider his position and become 
the shortest serving prime 

minister there has ever been.” 
One Labour conference 

delegate, Peter Ashurst, told 
Socialist Worker, “There’s got 
to be a vote of no confidence. 

“We’ve got to push for a 
general election. An election 

campaign has got to be on the 
amazing policies we have. 

“It’s got to be on the green 
industrial revoltuon and the 
fact we’ve just agreed a zero 
carbin economy by 2030.” 

Calling it should not 

depend on the timetable of 
Brexit, but on the overriding 
need to get the Tories out. 

Johnson’s only card left 
is to pose as the defender 
of democracy against elite 
judges, MPs and the media 

who ignore 17.4 million 
Leave voters. 

The more an election is 
delayed in favour of waiting 
for no-deal to be avoided, 
the stronger his fake claims 
will look. The way to deflate 

Johnson is to take him on at 
the polls. 

Labour should put forward 
a Brexit that favours working 
class people, to highlight the 
issues of austerity, racism 
and climate change where 
the Tories are so weak.

Labour can win if it runs 
an insurgent campaign based 
on radical polices.

The future can’t be left to 
judges. 

While many may celebrate 
the court’s verdict, it under-
lines how judges are able to 
reach into highly political 
decisions. 

It is now easier to imagine 
them striking down radical 
measures from Labour.

The British political system 
is in chaos. 

We don’t need talk of 
“national unity,” we need to 
start class war.

This is a moment to force 
the Tories out, rip up the 
neoliberal polices of the last 
45 years and to put people 
before profit.

TORY PRIME minister Boris Johnson is running out of options to save his leadership  

JOB LOSSES 

Thomas Cook fat cats should pay 
THE COLLAPSE of travel 
firm Thomas Cook on 
Monday highlighted  
rip-off corporate culture.

Over 21,000 jobs are 
now under threat—
9,000 of them in 
Britain including 1,000 
at the Peterborough 
headquarters and nearly 
3,000 at Manchester 
Airport.

But the firm’s bosses 
have been paid more than 
£20 million in the past five 
years as they led the tour 
operator to the brink of 
collapse.

Chief executive Peter 
Fankhauser alone has 
taken home more than 
£8 million since taking 

over in 2014. He took 
over from Harriet Green 
who described herself as a 
“landa”—a cross between 
a ferocious lion and a 
cuddly panda.

And vulture hedge funds 
that bet on Thomas Cook’s 
collapse are in line to reap 
more than £200 million 
according to Bloomberg 
financial media.

Domino 
The firm’s failure could 
spark a “domino effect” 
that takes out smaller 
firms—such as hotel 
businesses—across 
Europe. 

Manuel Cortes of the 
TSSA union said, “The 

prime minister talks about 
morality but his immoral 
chums in the City are now 
making shedloads of cash 
on the backs of job losses.”

The Tory government 
refused the company a  
£250 million handout. 

Now the government is 
spending around 
 £75 million on chartering 
jets to bring back stranded 
holidaymakers. 

Thomas Cook was 
nationalised from 1948 
to 1972. It should 
renationalised and run as 
a public service.  

And its fat cat bosses 
should be squeezed for 
every penny of the loot 
they grabbed.
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