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CORRUPTION & HARASSMENT CLAIMS HIT THE TORIES’ CONFERENCE

JOHNSON FACES NEW CRISES
HOW THE RIGHT LIVES IN FEAR OF THE FUTURE >>PAGES 4&5

£1  |  No 2674  |  2-8 October 2019  | socialistworker.co.uk  

HISTORY

Can we learn 
from Gandhi’s 
non-violence?
BORN 150 years ago this 
week, Gandhi is a symbol for 
all those who want radical 
change without violent means.

He led the successful 
struggle for Indian 
independence and helped 
bring down the British Empire.

Can Gandhi’s  non‑violence 
guide those fighting for a 
better world today?
>>Pages 14&15

HONG KONG

Police shoot 
protester during 
democracy demo
POLICE SHOT an 18 year 
old man during angry  
pro-democracy protests in 
Hong Kong on Tuesday.

Tens of thousands of 
protesters defied police to 
take to the streets.

The protests took place as 
the Chinese state marked  
70 years since the founding 
of the People’s Republic.
>>Page 20

LABOUR

Corbyn pledges 
to scrap hated 
Universal Credit
THOUSANDS OF people 
facing poverty will have 
cheered news this week 
that Labour plans to scrap 
the Tories’ Universal 
Credit benefit. 

The hated scheme has 
plunged many into extreme 
poverty and misery.
>>Page 7
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lAIR POLLUTION significantly 
raises the risk of babies dying 

in their first year, a study found 
last week. Researchers at Cardiff 
university tracked nearly eight 
million babies born in England 
and Wales between 2001 and 
2012. They found that exposure to 
chemicals in the air increased the 
risk of death by up to 50 percent.

 Demo for right of soldiers to  
 shoot Irish people in the back 
A FEW thousand people 
took to London streets last  
weekend to support the right 
of British people to shoot 
Irish people in the back.

They were protesting 
against the prosecution of 
“Soldier F” for his role in the 
Bloody Sunday massacre.

Organiser Gavin Wragg 
described the decision to 
prosecute the former soldier 
as “one of the crimes of the 
century”.

Soldier F, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, is 
the only person from the 1st 
Battalion Parachute Regiment 
ever to face trial over the 
deaths of 13 civil rights 
 protesters in Derry in 1972.

He is charged with the 
murder of William McKinney 
and James Wray, and the 
attempted murder of four 
other men—Joseph Friel, 
Michael Quinn, Joe Mahon 

and Patrick O’Donnell.
He faces a final charge 

of “attempted murder of a 
person or persons unknown”.

The Saville Report, which 

published its findings in 
2010, found James Wray had 
been shot in the back while 
fleeing and then shot again as 
he lay dying, while William 

McKinney was also shot in 
the back.

So ld i e r  F  was  no t 
 present at the protest. But  
7 8  y e a r  o l d  D e n n i s 
Hutchings—another former 
soldier facing trial for a 
 killing during the Troubles—
was, and was on top of an 
armoured car during the 
march down Whitehall.

Hutchings is charged in 
connection with the death of 
John Patrick Cunningham, 
who was fatally shot in the 
back fleeing an army patrol 
in County Tyrone in 1974.

The former soldier is 
accused of the attempted 
murder and attempted 
grievous bodily harm of 
Cunningham, who suffered 
from learning difficulties.

He was too ill to attend 
court in Belfast last week 
but had happily recovered 
enough to join the parade. 

l A TORY MP “blacked up” to go to a fancy 
dress party as soul singer James Brown.

Sir Desmond Swayne claimed it was “fun” and 
said the only reason he won’t do it again is 
because the make up was hard to wash off.

The brag of his came after Canadian 
PM Justin Trudeau was exposed as using 
dark make up at least twice in his past.

Swayne called the practice an 
“entirely acceptable bit of fun”.

 Ex-Clarks boss sues  
 after getting boot 
A BOSS who was forced 
to quit as the head of 
Clarks shoe company 
for making outrageous 
comments is bringing 
the case to an industrial 
tribunal this week.

Mike Shearwood 
was ousted from his 
£600,000-a year post at 
Clarks last year. He was 
accused of referring to 
black people as “violent,” 
calling a representative 
of a wholesale customer 
a “fucking faggot,” 
referring to an Asian 
woman as a “thing” and 
asking an LGBT+ woman 
about her sexuality.

Shearwood also 
boasted about the size 
of his son’s penis. 

He has insisted that 

the charges against 
him were trumped up 
after he uncovered 
failures in accounting 
practices and corporate 
governance at Clarks.

At the tribunal, he 
will claim that the 
company was close to 
insolvency when he 
joined and its accounts 
had been manipulated 
to hide its problems.

Brexit Party gather as 
they lose dodgy MEP
HUNDREDS OF Brexit 
Party supporters 
gathered in London last 
Friday for the last stop 
on their nationwide tour.

Party leader Nigel 
Farage warned Boris 
Johnson that “the real 
surrender would be 
putting through that 
dreadful withdrawal 
agreement”. 

On Sunday the 
party said that it had 
removed a Member of 
the European Parliament 
from the party for 
“abusing” his position.  

West Midlands MEP 
Andrew Kerr was alleged 
to have made comments 
about a business that 
he had a direct financial 
investment in.

Quitting work 
to provide care
SOME 112,00 people were 
forced to quit their jobs 
last year to care for a 
relative with dementia—
and a further 147,000 had 
to cut their hours.

The Centre for 
Economics and Business 
Research reckons this 
cost the English economy 
£3.2 billion and says it will 
hit £6.3 billion by 2040.

The social care crisis 
has left at least 1.4 million 
sufferers with an “un-met 
need”, often unable to 
do basic tasks. This has 
doubled since 2010.

Numbers in Britain with 
dementia are set to hit 
two million by 2050.

Cops abuse 
every 3 days
COPS ARE routinely 
sexually exploiting 
vulnerable crime victims, 
a new report suggests.

HM Inspectorate of 
Constabulary said at 
least 415 officers and 
civilian staff have been 
investigated for sexual 
misconduct in the last 
three years. That’s one 
every three days.

It said the abuse was 
“one of the biggest 
corruption threats” facing 
forces in England and 
Wales. 

The victims include 
women who have suffered 
domestic and sexual 
violence, substance 
addicts and arrested 
suspects.

Energy firms 
greenwash
ENERGY FIRMS are 
selling “green tariffs” 
despite producing no 
energy from renewable 
sources.

A Which? investigation 
said many firms claim 
to sell “100 percent 
renewable” tariffs but 
don’t generate renewable 
energy or have contracts 
to buy it from generators.

Instead they use 
accountancy measures 
that let them pay small 
fees to buy Renewable 
Energy Guarantees of 
Origin certificates.

Which? said it feared 
this helped companies to 
“greenwash” their tariffs. 

It said firms that could 
be misleading customers 
include Shell Energy and 
Yorkshire Energy.

Desmond Swayne is not a racist

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘We’re enjoying 
this’
Boris Johnson’s adviser 
Dominic Cummings on the 
Brexit chaos

‘Highly 
reprehensible’
Johnson’s sister Rachel on 
his behaviour in the House of 
Commons

‘Mr Johnson 
could have been 
more delicate’
The Daily Mail newspaper 
accepts Johnson’s language 
might be problematic

‘Very 
encouraging’
Airline boss Willie Walsh loves 
news of airlines going out of 
business

‘An opportunity 
for us’
Walsh hopes to gain from the 
collapse of Thomas Cook

‘How dare you’
Activist Greta Thunberg says 
future generations will never 
forgive world leaders 

‘How dare you 
stand there and 
lecture us, you 
spoilt brat’
Jeremy Clarkson devotes a 
page of The Sun newspaper to 
ranting against Thunberg

‘Sometimes it’s 
hard to get out of 
bed’ 
Prince Harry says he worries 
too much 
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 Sea levels  
 rising faster,  
 says report 
A NEW report has uncovered 
the extent to which a 
rapidly changing climate is 
endangering life.

The research from the 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) 
looked at how the oceans 
and cryosphere—the frozen 
parts of the planet—have 
dramatically changed in a 
matter of decades. 

Melting glaciers and ice 
sheets are causing sea levels 
to rise, contributing to a 
warmer, more acidic ocean. 

Some four million people 
live permanently in the Arctic 
region, and 65 million people 
live in small island states. 

The report showed that sea 
levels are now rising more 
than twice as fast as they did 
during the 20th century—
with the rate accelerating. 

Temperature
It warned that a 3 to 6 metre 
rise by 2100 is possible even 
if temperature rise is limited 
“to well below 2 degrees”. 

But it said a 6 to 11 metres 
rise could occur if greenhouse 
gas emissions continue to 
increase.

The ocean has absorbed 
more than 90 percent of the 
“excess heat in the climate 
system,” the report warned. 

IPCC vice chair Ko Barrett 
said, “The world’s ocean 
and cryosphere have been 
‘taking the heat’ from climate 
change for decades, and 
consequences for nature and 
humanity are severe.

“The rapid changes to the 
ocean and frozen parts of 
our planet are forcing people 
from coastal cities to remote 
Arctic communities.”

The IPCC rightly says an 
“unprecedented transition 
in all aspects of society” 
is needed to limit further 
greenhouse emissions. 

 Three million join second  
 day of strikes for climate 
by SARAH BATES

SOME THREE mi l l i on  peo-
ple joined a huge climate strike 
across 28 countries on Friday of 
last week. 

A week before, four million people 
had marched together in over 170 
countries to kick off the “week for 
future”.

Climate strike figurehead Greta 
Thunberg spoke to a 500,000-strong 
rally in Montreal, Canada, last Friday.

“Throughout history, the most 
important changes in society have 
come from the bottom up, from the 
grassroots,” she said.  

“The people have spoken and 
we will continue to speak until our  
leaders listen. We are the change and 
the change is coming.”

In Italy, it’s estimated that over 
one million people marched. 

Organisers say the Rome mobilisa-
tion was 200,000-strong, followed by 
150,000 people in Milan and around 
80,000 in Naples.

In New Zealand, 170,000 people 
demonstrated. Over 80,000 activists 
marched in Auckland and another 
40,000 in Wellington.

It’s the third New Zealand strike 
and by far the biggest to date— 
initial reports suggested 3.5 percent 
of the population took to the streets. 
Striking workers joined the action.

Buses
In Auckland, workers at the SkyCity 
casino joined the demonstration 
holding placards demanding, “Buses 
not bosses.”

Workers there are fighting for 
better weekend wages. Their cen-
tral demand is for SkyCity bosses 
to  provide free public transport for 
workers undertaking unsocial hours.

A letter demanding the New 
Zealand government declare a 
 climate emergency was delivered to 
parliament on Friday morning. “Our 

representatives need to show us 
meaningful and immediate action,” 
said Raven Maeder, School Strike 4 
Climate national coordinator.

“Nothing else will matter if we 
cannot look after the Earth. This is 
our home.”

Other actions took place in Chile, 
Morocco, the Netherlands and India. 

Over 100,000 activists marched 
in Santiago, Chile. Activist Susana 
Muhamad said, “We want to keep 
fracking out of the country and 
demand an immediate change 
towards decarbonisation.”

Huge crowds rallied in the 
Netherlands, and thousands of 
 protesters led by school students took 

to the streets in The Hague. “By strik-
ing for the climate, we want to create 
a clear turning point in history,”. said 
Friday for Future Netherlands.

There were smaller mobilisations 
in Sri Lanka, Uganda, Timor-Lesta, 
India and Indonesia. Many involved 
first-time climate strikers.

The strikes on Friday concluded an 
historic week of action. It has to be 
the start of a process that pulls more 
people into the movement to win a 
sustainable world.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
Coordinated climate strikes took 
place on Friday of last week
lThe day marked the end of a 
“week for future” of action that 
saw millions strike and protest
lIt’s estimated that over a million 
people marched across Italy and 
170,000 across New Zealand
lThe actions were led by school 
students and some also involved 
workers and trade unionists
lThe historic week of action 
should be used to build a bigger 
movement for a sustainable world

IN THIS WEEK

 1968
Students killed in 
Mexico massacre
UP TO 400 people were 
killed after the army 
opened fire on a student 
protest in Mexico City on 
2 October 1968.

The protesters were 
opposing state repression 
and demanding more 
democracy ahead of the 
1968 Olympic Games.

CLIMATE STRIKERS in Wellington, New Zealand, last Friday   

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5607 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

Socialist Worker’s coverage 
of strikes and disputes is 
excellent and gives me the 
details to make donations and 
send messages of solidarity. It 
also gives concise summaries 
of the political issues and 
debates in the labour 

movement. 
It is an essential part of the 
class struggle. 
Jon Woods — 
Chair of Portsmouth City 
UNISON & Portsmouth Trades 
Council
(personal capacity)

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. We are asking 
everyone who enjoys Socialist Worker 
to donate as much as they can and 
help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£52,484
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https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/48289/Climate+emergency+declared+++now+its+time+for+action
https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/47538/How+we+can+fight+for+a+carbon+free+society
https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/48971/After+historic+day+on+20+September+++build+a+bigger+climate+movement
https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/48971/After+historic+day+on+20+September+++build+a+bigger+climate+movement
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Carolyn Fairbairn

For a general election, 
not ‘national unity’ myth
CROSS-party talks 
and delaying a 
general election risk 
damaging Jeremy 
Corbyn’s chances 
of leading a left 
wing Labour 
government.

Shadow justice 
secretary Richard 
Burgon has said 
Labour wants to 
get the Tories “out by 
Christmas”. 

“Labour wants 
a general election 
as soon as possible 
so we can boot the 
Tories out,” he said. 

But Burgon added, 
“Boris Johnson 
shouting and bawling 
about a general 
election is just a 
typical Tory trick.”

Opportunities
This strategy has 
seen Labour miss 
three potential 
opportunities to 
bring down the 
Johnson government.

 Twice it has voted 
against holding a 
general election.

And it disagreed 
when the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) 
suggested that it 

could bring 
forward a vote 
of no confidence 
in Johnson’s 
government this 
week. 

Party leader 
Nicola Sturgeon 
hinted she could 
support a caretaker 
government led by 
Corbyn. 

Labour should 
seek any opportunity 
to push for a general 
election. 

The real “trick” 
it should beware 
of is a “caretaker” 
or “national unity 
government”. 

Liberal Democrat 
leader Jo Swinson 
has already said she 
would not support 

one led by Corbyn. 
The priorities 

would be set by big 
business, which 
wants to stay within 
the neoliberal 
European Union’s 
single market. 

Bosses would 
not be opposed 

to Tory attempts 
to force through 
more austerity or 
free market reforms 
during the shock of a 
no-deal Brexit.

Any form of 
Brexit—soft or hard, 
deal or no-deal—will 
be bad for working 
class people if 
it’s based on Tory 
policies.

The best response 
is to unite Leave and 
Remain working 
class voters in a 
battle to get the 
Tories out now. 

Labour can win a 
general election—but 
not if it becomes a 
moderate party of 
Remain. 

An insurgent 
campaign that 
focuses on class 
issues such as 
defending the NHS 
can break through. 

Bosses fear no-deal impact 
on their business profits
BORIS Johnson’s 
threat of a no-deal 
Brexit has played well 
with right wing voters. 

But it has 
deepened divisions 
between big business 
and the Tories, the 
party that’s supposed 
to defend the interests 
of big business. 

Dame Carolyn 
Fairbairn, leader 
of the CBI bosses’ 
organisation, 
slammed the prime 
minister ahead of the 
Tory conference. 

She said firms were 
“mired in a swamp of 
uncertainty” and that 
it was a “myth” they 
could prepare to leave 
the European Union 
without a trade deal. 

Big business 
disquiet has seen 
some within Labour’s 
ranks, such as shadow 
chancellor John 
McDonnell, try to 
court the bosses. 

He hopes to 
present Labour as the 
“sensible” party that 

could manage the 
economy. 

The Financial Times 
newspaper said a 
caretaker government 
might be better than a 
no-deal Brexit. 

While business 
fears the potential 
disruption of leaving 
without a deal, it 

is far more hostile 
to Labour’s radical 
policies.

Even if it 
temporarily backed 
Labour to stop 
a no-deal Brexit, 
bosses would fight to 
stop policies in the 
interests of ordinary 
people. 

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

BUILD CLIMATE MOVEMENT 
TO WIN A BETTER WORLD

 T
HE CLIMATE rebellion 
is entering a crucial new 
chapter.  Thousands of 
Extinction Rebellion (XR) 
activists plan to take over 

parts of central London as part of 
the International Rebellion.

It follows global climate strikes 
that saw over seven million on the 
streets.

The actions of growing numbers 
of ordinary people have pushed 
climate chaos to the top of the 
news agenda.

And the movement shows no 
sign of losing momentum—the 
climate and ecological emergency 
has become the biggest mobilising 
issue for years. 

Not since the five-million 
strong day of Women’s Marches 
in January 2017 has there been a 
global mobilisation on anything like 
a comparable scale. 

It’s exploded at a time of 
heightened fears that runaway 
climate change threatens human 
survival. 

But it also taps into wider 
frustrations about an unjust, 
oppressive and unequal world. 

The school climate strikes and 
XR have succeeded at turning 
hope for something better into 
action. 

They’ve transformed fear and 
anger over climate change into a 
worldwide movement. 

The defiant actions of 
protesters have put demands on 
politicians. But many rightly don’t 
trust them to deliver. 

We need to build a movement 
with the social weight to fight for 
the change we need. 

This will mean more workers, 
activists, and others not yet 
involved in the climate movement 
actively joining demonstrations, 
occupations and protests.  

Some on the left have dismissed 
XR, others have simply ignored it.

The tactics of the direct action 
group may appear strange to 
some.

But XR rebels aren’t lone 
activists. They are backed up by 
tens of thousands of others set 
to join this week’s rebellion who 
want to win change.

When movements erupt, they 
don’t always raise the demands or 
develop strategies that socialists 
completely agree with.

But fighting back can draw 
in new layers of people who 
never saw themselves as political 
activists. In this, XR has succeeded 
where many others has failed. 

The group, alongside striking 
school students and workers 
taking action, has provided a focus 
for many who are unhappy with 
the system. 

Now is the time to act—not 
just for a minority of climate 
activists, but for everyone. 

Conservative estimates indicate 
there is little over a decade to 
avoid the worst-possible case for 
climate catastrophe. 

For two weeks, London is set 
to host a festival of resistance as 
activists occupy streets to demand 
urgent and necessary action.

Everyone who wants a future 
should throw themselves into 
fighting for it, back the rebellion 
from 7 October and if possible 
join it.

BREAK UP BRITISH STATE
THE CRISIS in official politics 

has made the break-up of the 
British state a living debate 

again.
Socialists should be on the side 

of those who want to weaken and 
dismember Britain.

The British state carried out 
horrors across half the world and 
is rooted in imperialist looting 
and murder. It is a warmongering 
partner-in-crime with the United 
States.

Our solution to the Brexit 
conundrum of the “Irish backstop” 

is for Britain to quit Ireland. Let 
the Irish people decide their own 
future.

Huge numbers of people 
are expected to join a march 
in Edinburgh this Saturday for 
Scottish independence.

There is mass pressure 
for another referendum on 
independence. But winning an 
independent Scotland will require 
an explosion of struggle—the 
British state won’t easily concede. 

And the battle must be linked 
to a fight for social transformation. 

As the great Irish socialist James 
Connolly said, “If you remove 
the English army tomorrow and 
hoist the green flag over Dublin 
Castle, unless you set about 
the organisation of the Socialist 
Republic your efforts would be in 
vain.” He was right.

The marchers who take to the 
streets in Connolly’s birthplace 
on Saturday should fight for 
independence. But they also 
need to fight against austerity, 
imperialist war, racism and climate 
change—and for socialism.

Now is the time to 
act—not just for a 
minority of 
climate activists, 
but for everyone

‘‘ 
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Corruption, 
harassment 
and Brexit 
pile strain 
on Johnson  
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

BORIS JOHNSON began his 
first Tory party conference as 
prime minister facing allega-
tions of  sexual harassment and 
 corruption—and a looming Brexit 
deadline.

The Tories have been forced to 
continue parliamentary business 
during their conference this week. 
MPs refused to grant the usual 
recess after the Supreme Court ruled 
last week that Johnson’s proroguing 
of parliament was unlawful. 

In a further humiliation, Johnson’s 
speech to conference was scheduled 
for Wednesday when he should be at 
prime minister’s questions.

And he faced mounting pres-
sure over allegations that US 
 businesswoman Jennifer Arcuri 
had benefited financially from their 
friendship. 

Her companies received £126,000 
in public money when Johnson was 
London mayor. 

He was formally referred to 
the Independent Office for Police 
Conduct watchdog on Saturday for a 
potential investigation into whether 
he committed misconduct in public 
office. 

The following day journalist 
Charlotte Edwardes said Johnson 
had harassed her at a private dinner 
at The Spectator offices in London 
in 1999. He had just been appointed 
editor of the right wing magazine. 

Edwardes made the revelation in 
her Sunday Times column. 

“His hand was high up my leg and 
he has enough inner flesh beneath 
his fingers to make me sit suddenly 
upright,” she wrote.

Chancellor Sajid Javid defended 
the prime minister, saying, “He 
couldn’t be clearer, absolutely clear 
that the allegations are completely 
untrue. 

“I totally trust him on that.”
Johnson has twice been sacked 

for lying—once as a journalist, and 
once from the shadow cabinet.

A similar case of harassment 
forced Michael Fallon to resign as 
Tory defence secretary in Theresa 
May’s government. 

Fallon had touched the knee of jour-
nalist Julia Hartley-Brewer. 

Johnson has gambled his 
 leadership on winning back right 
wing votes from Nigel Farage’s 
Brexit Party. This means he has to 
stick to his promise of Britain leav-
ing the European Union (EU) on  
31 October—with or without a deal.

Johnson must present a new 
deal by the EU summit on 17 and 
18 October. If he hasn’t negoti-
ated one, the “Benn Act” states the 
 government has to seek a delay to 
Brexit until 31 January. 

The deadline for asking for an 
extension is 19 October.

Ministers have suggested they 
could ignore the Benn Act, but that 
could open them up to another court 
case. Johnson could seek once more 
to force a snap election on the theme 
of “people vs the politicians”. 

The longer Labour delays a general 
election, the easier it will be for the 
right to pretend they are  defenders of 
democracy against elites. 

BACK STORY
Boris Johnson is facing a string 
of allegations 
lIt’s alleged US businesswoman 
Jennifer Arcuri benefited 
financially from their friendship
lShe received £126,000 in public 
money when he was London 
mayor
lJournalist Charlotte Edwardes 
has said Johnson harassed her

PROTESTERS BRAVED pouring rain to march in Manchester last Sunday Picture: Neil terry

Thousands protest in Manchester 
as Tory party conference begins
CHANTS OF, “Stop Boris!” 
rang out in Manchester last 
Sunday as up to 5,000 people 
marched against the Tories who 
were gathering for their party 
conference.

The demonstration, organised 
by the People’s Assembly, united 
anger at Tory austerity, racism 
and inaction on climate change.

One protesting GMB union 
rep from the Royal Sussex 
County Hospital in Brighton 
said he was “fed up with the 
Tory government’s lies about 
austerity”. 

He told Socialist Worker, “We 
have a government by the rich, of 
the rich for the rich.

“Management say they’re 
putting ‘patients first’, but 
staff are working in antiquated 
conditions.

“They can run down the NHS 
and sell it off and then what goes 
on is not for our benefit, it’s all 
for the shareholders.”

Lucy, a student and Extinction 
Rebellion (XR) member, was 
furious that “we’ve had two 

prime ministers in a 

row without a general election”. 
“The longer it goes on 

the more lives will be lost to 
austerity and Universal Credit,” 
she told Socialist Worker.

“We need radical, not 
incremental change.”

Protesters braved driving rain 
to join the demonstration. It was 
lifted by delegations of health 
and local government workers 
who have struck over pay in the 
north west of England.

Paul was with a group of 
workers from the Addaction 
rehabilitation service in Wigan. 
They are gearing up for another 
three-day strike from 9 October. 
He told Socialist Worker people 
had to get the Tories out or “it will 
mean more privatisation, poor 
pay and more services hived off”.

There was a lively group of 
Unison union members from 
Blackpool and St Helens and 
Knowsley hospitals. 

The support workers have 
struck six times for equal 
pay despite Compass bosses’ 
attempts to discipline them for 
taking action.

At the final rally Labour’s 
shadow business minister Laura 
Pidcock said, “It doesn’t have 
to be like this—pay stagnation, 
grotesque inequity, privatisation.

“The planet is on fire because 
of the economic system this 
government props up—and we 
are saying no more.

“On these streets is where we 
find our power.”

Laura Pidcock

Firm friends—Johnson and Arcuri
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 Impeachment threat  
 turns heat on Trump
THE POLITICAL battle going on at the top of US society 
has reached a new pitch. 

US Speaker of the Senate Nancy Pelosi announced last 
week that formal impeachment proceedings are set to begin 
against president Donald Trump.

A member of the CIA alleged that Trump used “the power 
of his office to solicit interference from a foreign country in 
the 2020 US election”.

The whistleblower has agreed to appear “very soon” 
before members of Congress, according to Democratic 
lawmaker Adam Schiff, who chairs the House intelligence 
committee.

Schiff said that his panel would receive “unfiltered 
testimony” from the whistleblower, increasing the pressure 
on Trump. “I intend to hold the president accountable,” said 
Schiff.

Trump is accused of withholding military aid from 
Ukraine to pressure Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelensky 
into investigating Democratic presidential candidate Joe 
Biden and his son.

US secretary of state Mike Pompeo has now been 
ordered to hand over documents relating to the Trump 
administration’s dealings with Ukraine.

Trump denies any wrongdoing. But a transcript of a phone 
call between the two presidents on 25 July suggest that 
Trump pushed repeatedly for an investigation into Joe and 
Hunter Biden.

Trump has accused Joe Biden of trying to orchestrate 
the dismissal of a prosecutor who was looking into Burisma 
Holdings—Ukraine’s biggest gas company. Hunter Biden 
began working for the firm in 2014.

The allegations have been made without any evidence. 
They are thought to be an attempt by Trump to undermine 
Joe Biden’s potential upcoming election campaign.

Trump has responded to the threat of impeachment with 
threats. In a series of tweets that he attributed to Pastor 
Jeffress, Trump said that his removal from office could lead 
to “civil war.”

Impeachment could topple Trump. But no one should 
become too complacent.

Charges
Even if charges are brought against him, it is thought that at 
least 35 Republican senators would have to vote for Trump’s 
removal. And his repeated dismissal of the allegations as 
“fake news” still resonates with those who are willing to 
vote for him in the upcoming 2020 elections.

Trump could also try to use the events to pose as 
anti‑establishment. 

And the threat of impeachment could distract from the 
real attacks that Trump is still driving through.

On Thursday of last week the US State Department 
announced that it was slashing almost half the number of 
refugees accepted into the country. Just 18,000 will now be 
allowed in.

The announcement did not include the fact that a number 
of these spaces have already been allocated to specific 
groups of refugees, such as Iraqis who worked with the US 
military.

And alongside the cuts, states and cities have been given 
the option to turn away refugees if they wish. 

Vulnerable people trying to escape war and poverty 
face deportation or life in detention centres with appalling 
conditions.

Meanwhile, Trump is continuing to move closer to 
war with Iran by once again increasing sanctions on the 
country.

The threat of impeachment has not forced Trump to scale 
back on his racism or his attacks on working class people. 
And the process will take months, leaving him free to run a 
right wing election campaign.

There is a danger that the battle to push Trump out is 
left to manoeuvres by a handful of people at the top of US 
society.

Instead, there needs to be more struggle on the ground 
led by ordinary people. 

The recent strikes by General Motors workers across the 
US are an example of the kind of resistance that can take on 
Trump.

GENERAL MOTORS workers across the US are into the third week of a strike  

 General Motors strikers in  
 the US win global solidarity
A STRIKE by nearly 50,000 
General Motors (GM) staff 
across the United States 
has entered its third week 
as talks between the com-
pany and the United Auto 
Workers union (UAW) 
continue.

Workers walked out on 
16 September at 31 factories 
and 21 other facilities. 

They are demanding 
higher pay and the perma‑
nent hiring of temporary 
workers, and a halt to plans 
to close several US plants.

GM responded to strikes 
saying that the UAW would 
need to pay striking  workers’ 
health costs, but in the last 
week they have backtracked, 
and re ins ta ted  hea l th 
insurance. 

It also confirmed that 
the US strikes have led to 
4,600 temporary layoffs at 
Canadian GM plants due to 
supply chain disruption. 

Supportive
Tim McKinnon, a Unifor 
union rep in Ontario, Canada, 
said that workers there 
remain “mostly supportive” 
of the US strikers.

Strikers have won solidar‑
ity from GM workers at the 
Silao plant in Mexico too. 
They organised to resist pres‑
sure to increase assembly line 
production to make up for 
GM’s losses in the US.

Five have been sacked. 
But the solidarity action was 
continuing at the start of this 
week.

Striker Marvin told US 
socialist group Marx21 last 
week that the GM bosses’ con‑
cessions to end the  dispute 
aren’t good enough.

He said, “The  company 
keeps making low ball 
offers that are frankly 
embarrassing.

“They insist on a 2 percent 
wage growth that doesn’t 
even keep up with inflation, 
whereas we used to get at 
least 3 percent on previous 
contracts. 

“They offered to rehire 
workers at the Lordstown, 
Ohio, plant at $17.50 an 
hour. 

“Those folks used to be 
paid $24‑28 an hour. That’s 
just insulting.” 

The strike comes as GM 
workers in Korea are stag‑
ing protests over job security 
for precarious workers. They 
have struck several times in 
recent weeks. 

S o m e  h a v e  b e e n 

 hospitalised after a hunger 
strike to demand higher pay 
and the permanent hire of 
precarious workers. 

And they demand that 
GM Korea honour previous 
agreements. 

Strikers in Korea say that 
they face similar problems 
with GM as UAW members 
in the US. 

The GM disputes could 
unfold on a global scale 
and the US strikes are part 
of a larger tide of workers’ 
struggle. 

This month some 80,000 
workers are set to walk out 
at pharmaceutical company 
Kaiser Permanente over 
 outsourcing and rising prices 
for patients. 

And the Chicago Teachers 
Union (CTU) have voted by 
94 percent to take action 
over cuts to education in the 
city. 

The vote comes six months 
after Democrat Lori Lightfoot 

was elected mayor of Chicago. 
The CTU says that Lightfoot is 
not doing enough to  protect 
education in the state.

CTU president Jesse 
Sharkey said that the vote is 
“a clear signal that we need 
the mayor and the board of 
education to address critical 
needs across our schools”.

Rights
With the impeachment of 
Donald Trump and deeper dis‑
satisfaction concerning work‑
ers’ rights, strikes are likely to 
continue taking place. 

I t  i s  important that  
workers at GM do not give 
in to pressure from the 
company. 

They must be ready to vote 
against any deal that does not 
fully meet their demands.

A victorious strike by UAW 
workers could set off an even 
larger wave of workers’ 
struggle. 

Marvin told Marx21 he 
does not see an end to the 
strike without a victory. 

He said that those who 
have previously taken part in 
action against GM are “in it 
for the long‑haul”.

“The younger workers 
used to take the benefits we 
get for granted,” he said. 
“Now they are getting a life 
lesson on the importance of 
the union.” 

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

ANALYSIS 
GABBY THORPE

GM workers in South Korea show solidarity with US strikers
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 Labour promises to axe  
 hated Universal Credit
by SADIE ROBINSON

LABOUR LEADER Je remy 
Corbyn has said his party will 
scrap the hated Universal Credit 
(UC) benefit if elected.

“Universal Credit has been an 
unmitigated disaster,” said Corbyn. 
“It is inhumane and cruel. Labour 
will scrap Universal Credit. 

“We will introduce a new system 
that will alleviate and end poverty, 
not drive people into it.”

Corbyn made the announce-
ment in Chingford, east London, 
last week. It’s the constituency of 
Tory MP Iain Duncan Smith, who 
as work and pensions secretary first 
introduced UC.

The announcement marks a shift 
from Labour’s previous position to 
“pause” and re-examine UC. 

Disabled People Against Cuts 
activist Paula Peters said that 
 “tireless work” by activists lies 
behind the change.

“It’s been a lot of hard work,” she 
said. “Writing motions for constit-
uency Labour Parties and unions. 
Researching. Writing reports, 
Lobbying MPs and councillors, 
street stalls and protests.

“A great many people brought it 
to this point. But let’s be under no 
illusion,” she said. 

“We have to get a Labour gov-
ernment elected first. Even when 
elected we have to hold them to 
their word and make their policy 
pledges become reality.”

UC has pushed many people into 
severe hardship. 

One claimant this week said 
moving to UC meant she could only 
afford to feed her children £1 pizza 
and £1 chips.

Kimberley Hill from Telford said 
her part-time job doesn’t even cover 
her nursery and after-school care 
fees, let alone other bills and rent. 

Her monthly outgoings add up to 
£2,096.50. But her income, includ-
ing UC, is just £1,969.

Kimberley has been hospital-
ised due to digestive problems that 
doctors say results from a lack of 
healthy food. 

Expensive
“I feed the kids then I have what-
ever’s left over,” she said. “Healthy 
food is expensive, cheap food isn’t 
so much.”

The Tories have ignored evi-
dence of widespread problems with 
UC and are continuing to move 
 claimants onto it. In areas where UC 
has been rolled out, rent and coun-
cil arrears have shot up, along with 
food bank use. 

Some women have described 
being forced into prostitution 
because UC has left them with no 
money. Other claimants have been 
pushed to breaking point and have 
tried to kill themselves.

Corbyn said that Labour would 
bring in an emergency package of 
reforms leading up to scrapping UC 
when it takes office. 

These include suspending bene-
fit sanctions, where claimants can 
have their money snatched away if 
they are late for appointments.

Corbyn also said Labour would 
scrap the two-child limit, where 
families can only claim benefits for 
their first two children.

Action by ordinary people has 
exposed the horrors of UC and built 
up stronger opposition to it. 

Keeping up the campaigning will 
be crucial to making sure the system 
is scrapped for good.

“We have so much more to do,” 
said Paula. “But never say cam-
paigning never makes a difference. 
It does.”

On other pages...
Join the International Rebellion 
>>Pages 10&11

KIMBERLEY HILL is struggling to feed herself and her children on Universal Credit 

Hodge reselection battle
LABOUR MP Margaret 
Hodge faces a reselection 
contest after a vote by party 
members in her east London 
constituency of Barking.

She is a vicious critic of left 
wing leader Jeremy Corbyn 
under the guise of tackling 
alleged antisemitism. 

But Hodge has herself 
repeatedly pandered to 
racist ideas. In 2006 she 
claimed that white people 
in Barking were angry at 
“black and ethnic minority 
communities moving in”. 

She adopted the racist lies 
of the Nazi British National 
Party (BNP), which was 
targeting the area. In 2007 
Hodge described social 

housing as a “limited resource” 
and said “indigenous” 
families felt a “legitimate 
sense of entitlement” to 
it over “new migrants”. 

The BNP praised 
her for raising an issue 
“which has been in our 
manifesto for years”.

Hodge’s comments 
helped boost the Nazi vote 
in the area by legitimising 
their racist rhetoric.

She is not some stalwart 
against racism. She is 
promoting the Labour 
antisemitism claims in order 
to discredit pro-Palestinian 
action and undermine Corbyn. 

If she is booted out, 
good riddance to her.

Tory NHS 
lies crumble 
within hours
TORY LIES over hospital 
building fell apart in less than 
24 hours over the weekend.

Boris Johnson promised 
the “biggest hospital building 
programme in a generation” 
with £13 billion worth of 
funding for 40 new hospitals.

The plan quickly turned out 
to amount to £2.7 billion to 
refurbish six hospitals over the 
next five years. 

The other 34 hospitals would 
only be completed in the second 
half of the next decade. 

One of the six hospitals is 
Whipps Cross in north east 
London, where Johnson was 
confronted by an angry father 
last month. 

Omar Salem, whose child 
was in hospital, told the prime 
minister, “The NHS has been 
destroyed and now you’ve come 
here for a press opportunity.”

The £13 billion of funding 

would be inadequate—even if it 
wasn’t just a promise for some 
time in the future.

The NHS Providers health 
bosses’ body called for more 
money to make up for “a decade 
of capital squeeze”. 

It said the NHS’s capital 
spending of around £6 billion 
needed to double every year in 
the next decade.

Tory health secretary Matt 
Hancock said the building 
programme would be funded 
through public spending, not 
private finance initiatives (PFI). 

PFI saw banks and building 
firms fund new hospitals—then 
rent them back to the NHS with 
huge interest payments. 

The sham was introduced by 
the Tories but took off under 
Tony Blair’s Labour government.

While Labour has pledged to 
dump PFI, it would not cancel 
the existing ones. 

This means hospitals will 
have paid £80 billion for 
infrastructure worth only 
£13 billion by 2050. 

The NHS needs an injection 
of cash funded through taxing 
the rich. Existing PFI schemes 
should be scrapped without any 
compensation to the banks and 
corporations fleecing the NHS. 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

Will Whipps Cross be refurbished?
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 Revolt in Haiti grows against   
 shortages, corruption and US 
Months of protests have developed 
into an uprising that has the 
potential to bring down the Haitian 
president, writes Charlie Kimber
PEOPLE IN Haiti have risen in 
revolt against the US-backed 
regime of president Jovenel 
Moise.

They have destroyed several 
police headquarters, attacked res-
idences of government officials, 
and burned a jail and courts to the 
ground.

Protests in the Caribbean coun-
try have been taking place for 
months, but they accelerated last 
week. At least four people were 
killed by police.

Haitians are protesting at 
widespread food and fuel shortages, 
price rises and corruption. 

But the rising also reflects dec-
ades of interference by the US and 
systemic poverty.

And Haiti has repeatedly been 
hit by hurricanes associated with 
climate change.

Money
A Haitian court found in June 
this year that Moise had grabbed 
Venezuelan aid money for himself. 
But he has refused to step down, 
triggering protests.

The fury against him exploded 
last week.

In the capital Port-au-Prince’s 
wealthier neighbourhoods of 
Delmas and Petion Ville, angry 
crowds looted several stores, banks 
and money transfer offices, cash 

machines and pharmacies. They 
also set a building on fire.

Crowds stripped the aban-
doned police station in Cite Soleil, 
Port-au-Prince’s poorest neighbour-
hood, of metal roofing, furniture 
and police protection equipment. 

They had stormed it after a 
battle of several hours against 
 heavily-armed police.

P r o t e s t e r s  h a v e  a r m e d 
 themselves with guns, rocks and 
petrol bombs.

Al Jazeera’s reporter said, “In 
Port-Au-Prince, public services, 
shops and businesses are closed. 
Public transportation is at a 
standstill.

“Demonstrators have blocked 
roadways using anything in their 
disposal from debris to burning 
tyres since early on Friday.”

The Haiti Information Project 
reported, “Many protesters hold 
Donald Trump  and the US Embassy 
responsible for propping up and 
arming Moise. Many are chanting 
‘Down with Trump’ and ‘Long live 
Venezuela’.”

The fall of Moise and the end 
of US interference would be the 
 beginning of a way forward in Haiti.

On other pages...
Mass protests hit Hong Kong 
>>Page 20

DEFYING THE police in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, last weekend

AUSTRIA

 Tories make gains and Nazi vote falls
TALKS FOLLOWING Austria’s snap 
general election on Sunday are 
likely to produce another right 
wing government. 

It was called after the Tory-Nazi 
coalition government was brought 
down in May after a corruption 
scandal triggered mass protests. 

The Tory OVP topped the poll, 
increasing its share of the vote to 
37 percent from 31 percent at the 
last election. OVP leader Sebastian 

Kurz has promised tax cuts for the 
rich and to slash public spending.

During the last government 
Kurz put himself at the forefront 
of scapegoating migrants, refugees 
and Muslims. 

The Labour-type SPO clung 
on to second place, but saw its 
support sink further to 22 percent. 

The fascist FPO party lost a third 
of its vote after its former leader 
Heinz Christian Strache was at the 

centre of a corruption scandal.
The Tories and Nazis could still 

seek to form a government.  
Another possibility is a coalition 

of the Tories, the right wing liberal 
New Austria Party and the Green 
Party. 

The Green Party returned to 
having seats into parliament with 
14 percent of the vote, partly by 
positioning itself to the left of the 
social democrats. 

HAITI TIMELINE
1804
lHaiti wins independence 
following a slave revolt. It 
becomes the first black republic.

1915
lUS president Woodrow Wilson 
orders an occupation of Haiti 
after overthrow of US-friendly 
dictator Jean Vilbrun Guillaume 
Sam. He had threatened to stop 
debt repayments 
flowing from 
money “owed” in 
compensation to 
slave owners.

1957
lThe murderous 
regime of Francois “Papa 
Doc” Duvalier takes over.

1971
l“Papa Doc” hands 
over to his son 
Jean-Claude “Baby Doc” 
Duvalier.

1986
lMassive uprising overthrows 
“Baby Doc”. 

1990
lLeftist Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
is elected president.

1991
lAristide is overthrown in coup. 
He returned to office but was 
overthrown again in 2004 by a 

coup that was backed 
by the US and France.

2010
lAn earthquake 
devastates Haiti. The 
Western powers and 

the NGOs fail to provide 
effective aid.

2017
lJovenal Moise 

becomes president after a 
rigged election.

EGYPT

 Defiance despite harsh state repression 
DEFIANT PROTESTERS tried 
to take to the streets of Egypt 
last Friday in a continuation of 
action against the government of 
president Abdel Fattah el-Sisi.

In most places they could not 
gather because of massive police 
operations. 

Cops used tear gas and 
birdshot to disperse most of 
those who did come out.

However, there were protests 

by hundreds of people in Luxor, 
Qena and Sohag for a second 
week in a row. This took huge 
courage.

Human rights groups say about 
2,000 people have been arrested 
since recent protests began.

They include Alaa Abdel 
Fattah, one of the prominent 
figures from the 2011 revolution. 

He was arrested last weekend, 
six months after his release 

from prison. Another of those 
seized was human rights lawyer 
Mahienour el-Masry.

Egypt’s Revolutionary 
Socialists said, “Once again, the 
regime proves that it has nothing 
to offer but prisons, repression 
and prosecution for anyone who 
poses a threat.”
Full statement from the Revolutionary 
Socialists at bit.ly/RevSocPrison  
more at egyptsolidarityinitiative.org

 
Resign
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French fight 
neoliberal EU
HATS OFF to those who 
are fighting against 
French president 
Emmanuel Macron and 
his henchmen.   
(Socialist Worker,  
25 September). 

In France, the Yellow 
Vests movement and 
striking workers are 
fighting for their lives 
and communities against 
rabid neoliberalism 
of Macron and the 
European Union (EU). 

British politicians 
want more EU 
neoliberalism. 

Melanie Powell
On Twitter

Nuclear war is  
bigger threat
I’VE READ your coverage 
of the global climate 
strike on 20 September. 

I think thermal nuclear 
war with Russia or China 
is a bigger threat to 
humans than climate 
change. 

Andres Viveros
On Facebook

Johnson is a 
corrupt liar 
BORIS JOHNSON is not 
fit for office.  

He is corrupt, a thief 
and a liar and you never 
get the truth from a liar.

Frank Mulholland
On Facebook

Monbiot’s 
meltdown 
FUKUSHIMA nuclear 
plant bosses in Japanese 
bosses walked free last 
week (Socialist Worker, 
19 September). 

To think that 
environmentalist George 
“The Glowing Green” 
Monbiot said Japan 
should build more 
nuclear plants after the 
meltdown in 2011. 

Phil Knight
On Facebook

Take a look in 
a mirror posho
I SEE the Countryside 
Alliance’s press officer, 
Mo Metcalf-Fisher, 
hounded Socialist Worker 
on Twitter over discarded 
placards after the global 
climate strike on  
20 September.

Metcalf-Fisher is 
barking up the wrong 
tree.

He should tell his 
aristocratic friends to 
drop the petrol-guzzling 
4x4s instead. 

Julia Ryder
Worcestershire

Just a 
thought...

A protest over health charges in east London         Picture: Guy Smallman

Health care should be free for everyone
THE GUARDIAN newspa-
per recently reported that 
some GPs were asking 
patients for photographic 
ID, which saw migrants 
denied treatment.

There is no 
requirement for people to 
prove anything, although 
some doctors will ask for 
a proof of address so they 
know you live in their 
catchment area. 

But there is certainly 
no requirement to provide 
photographic ID. 

Many people would not 
feel robust enough to 
challenge being asked for 
it, but I would advise 

them to do it. The ID 
checks and charges for 
care are part of the 
“hostile environment” for 
migrants in the NHS. 

A lot of hospitals are 
quite forthright about 
asking for ID and chasing 

people for  money for 
treatment, and some 
doctors feel frightened to 
raise it. But I would say 
the best response is to 
challenge it collectively. 

Jackie Applebee 
Doctor, east London

Don’t trust 
the courts 
RIGHT WING cries of 
“constitutional coup” and 
“political intervention” met 
the Supreme Court ruling 
that Boris Johnson shutting 
down parliament was 
unlawful last week. 

The hypocrisy is  
self-evident.

The courts have always 
been used to restrain the 
collective power of 
organised workers. 

So why the uproar from 
the right? 

The truth is that the 
official party of the British 
establishment, the Tory 
party, has utterly failed. 

They have themselves 
created an unprecedented 
crisis for the British 
establishment—and the 
establishment are fully 
aware of it.

Rajith Perera 
Hatfield

Egypt at the 
crossroads  
THE SITUATION in Egypt 
could lead to disaster if 
people only demand that 
president Abdel Fatah 
el-Sisi leaves power, not the 
whole of the military 
regime. 

Mohamed Ali, the 
businessman who called for 
the protests, was a 
contractor for the military. 
He is one of the regime and 
cannot be an icon for the 
revolution.

Already in my city, in the 
north, police have arrested 
a lot of people. 

We hope the movement 
will continue and rise like 
the Egyptian Revolution of 
2011 before is too late.

Mohamed Saadd
On Facebook 

Giving more ground will 
spell bad news for left 
WATERSTONES bookshop  
cancelled a launch of “Bad 
News for Labour— 
antisemitism, the party and 
public belief” during the 
Labour Party conference 
last week.

It is shocking that a 
major bookshop chain 
dropped the launch after a 
wave of threats, abuse and 
intimidation.

And it’s becoming 
increasingly evident that 
the witchhunt around the 
flawed IHRA definition of 
antisemitism is fuelling a 
climate of censorship, bans, 

intimidation and threats. 
The book is authored by 

serious academics, it is 
rigorous, and principled in 
method and content. 

I urge people to buy it, 
because it will help arm 
and equip the left in the 
battles ahead and as an 
urgent act of solidarity.

Those who have 
conceded ground over 
Labour, antisemitism and 
Palestine, out of whatever 
motive, should give pause. 

It won’t stop here.
Rob Ferguson

East London

Action in workplaces helps 
build a climate for strikes 
PEOPLE AT work have been talking 
about the global climate strike on 
Friday 20 September all week.

At the London Fire Brigade 
headquarters, we organised a 
lunch time protest on the day.

People who took part felt they 
had really stood up over climate 
change. And even those who 
couldn’t make it were talking 
about it in the lift.

I organised a Unison union 
branch committee meeting at the 
beginning of September, knowing 
it was in the lead up to the climate 
strike. 

We won a motion calling for 
action, and people had been 
talking about it beforehand. 

I was worried about how it 

would go, but that meeting made 
me feel more confident.

It was helped that the TUC 
union federation supported 
workplace campaigning on the day 
and that Unison nationally called a 
“green week”. 

They didn’t call for strikes, but it 
made me feel that weren’t totally 
out on a limb. 

What was really important was 
the union members’ meeting that 
we had next.

We’re only really supposed to 
talk about industrial relations 
issues relating to the fire brigade. 

But, because climate change is 
such a massive issue, there was no 
opposition at all and others were 
making contributions about 

climate change in the meeting.
Stewards were giving out 

leaflets for 20 September protests.
The London Fire Brigade put it 

on their intranet site, which meant 
a wide layer of people got to see it. 

I thought our protest would be 
much bigger on the day.  

The plan was to have a 
lunchtime protest—and then 
decide what next based on 
numbers. 

Unfortunately, we didn’t have 
enough people to stay out for 
longer than the lunchtime. 

But now, more people want to 
be part of it next time. 

Tony Phillips
Unison union branch secretary,  

London fire brigade (pc) 

Il
lu

s
t
r

a
t
Io

n
: t

Im
 s

a
n

d
e
r

s



1111FEATURE 101010
Socialist Worker  2 October 2019Socialist Worker   2 October 2019

climate  
REbellion  
is making  
history 699,000 – the number of public 

sector jobs the Tories are still 
planning to cut
50 – percentage of new jobs in 
the first quarter of 2010 that 
“underemployed” people who 
wanted more hours

Burning Earth Trafalgar Square XR London 

Peace Horse Guards Parade XR Peace 

Beyond Politics Whitehall XR SE England
 

The Beacon Westminster Bridge XR London 

Bridging Communities Lambeth Bridge  
XR SW England  XR Faith

Rewilding Victoria Tower Gardens XR North England

The Garden City Department of Environment  
XR Animal Rebellion 

We Are All Crew Home Office  XR Bristol XR Wales  
XR Rainbow XR Farmers 

Global Justice Millbank XR youth 

Power in Truth Department of Business XR Scotland  
XR NE England XR Cumbria 

Love & Rebellion The Treasury XR East England  
XR Midlands 

The Future is Now The Mall  XR Families XR London 

join the  
rebellion From 
7 october  
in london...

Tens of thousands of people will be occupying central 
London in October demanding action over climate change. 
Extinction Rebellion activists spoke to Sarah Bates about 
why the action matters—and how it’s making an impact

Julie Forgan
XR York
“WE’RE OCCUPYING London 
because it gets the most publicity. It’s 
the centre of government. We’ll be 
in Westminster because people see 
councils, businesses and governments 
declaring climate emergencies but 
not actually doing anything.

We need to make them do 
something.

One of the best things about the 
International Rebellion in April was 
the sense of community. Everybody 
was working together and deciding 
things through peoples’ assemblies.

We’re a lot more organised 
now. So as well as being in affinity 
group—a small group who undertake 
direct action stunts—I’ve signed up 
for shifts to help the site run. In York, 
immediately after the April rebellion 
the meetings were a lot better. 

The group that went to London 
was a more bonded central group, 
and they all brought friends and 
people they knew to meetings.

Grow
It was their experience, and 
coverage in the media that helped us 
grow—there are always new people 
at our weekly meetings.

I’ve been involved since November 
last year and it’s snowballing. For 
instance, at Unison union conference 
this year I was able to make 
contributions about what XR is doing 
and people know about it. It has 
changed the climate movement.

The argument about climate 
refugees is going to become more 
relevant as the Global South will be 
the worst hit.

After the school strike people are 
motivated and want to see things get 
bigger and bigger. This is the next 
step.

Activists get compartmentalised—
for instance, as someone who works 
with trade unions, or does election 
work, or anti-austerity. 

But XR is calling the rebellion 
a ‘movement of movements’. It’s a 
good tagline for the event.”

Joel Instone
XR Manchester
“WE’RE AT a unique moment in 
history—whatever we do, it feels 
historic.

In April the occupations lasted a 
lot longer than we were expecting. 
The police tried to clear Waterloo 
Bridge on the first night and it 
was still going a week later—that 
was a surprise to everybody.

XR is stealing, borrowing and 
building on everything that’s gone 
before.

This time we might have some 
mass action that’s a little more 
targeted—we’re going to up the 
ante and keep things fresh.

We’re continuing to draw 
people. Some people are “first 
time mobilisers”—people taking 
their first steps into activism.

When people occupy spaces it 
makes them a resister. It’s about 
physically getting together and 
being in a resistance space. 

Whatever else happens, 
communally we’re coming 
together, doing this thing and 
breaking the rules—that has 
tremendous value. It creates a 
more radical and revolutionary 
consciousness.

I was born in 1990—we’ve 
known all we needed to know 
about climate change my entire 
life. We’ve known for 30 plus 
years what needs to be done, and 
what’s been done has been the 
opposite of that.”

Ian Bray
XR Quakers
“I’M A Quaker, and an XR  
co-founder. A lot of people who 
have faith come at the climate 
emergency from a slightly 
different perspective.

It was unbelievable how many 
people came out in April. I’m sort 
of slightly askance at how much 
we got away with—it was the top 
end of an optimistic prediction of 
what might happen.

This is an escalation campaign, 
so after October the theory is 
‘bigger and more’. There’s a lot 
of work to be done—it would be 
foolish to congratulate too much 
at this point. The growth of XR has 
been head spinning. Last summer 
we were at festivals and people 
were laughing at the idea—they 
were telling us it was impossible 
and it couldn’t be done.”

Jules
XR Swansea
“I GOT involved in XR when it 
occupied the bridges in central 
London. It got the numbers out 
and I thought, “This is what we 
need.”

In Swansea, the XR name 
makes people pay attention. For 
instance, we had a local group 
fighting an incinerator being built. 

The council was meeting to give 
it the go-ahead, so we got a group 
of people together and blockaded 
the site.

It worked. Suddenly it was in 
the press, and the council rejected 
it. 

We don’t know exactly what 
effect we had, but people are 
receptive to the idea we’ve got to 
do something.

They might find the idea of 
blocking streets and causing 
disruption a bit strong, but they 
know we have to do something.

The climate crisis is getting 
to the point where people can’t 
ignore it. 

XR isn’t just the “usual 

suspects” so you’ll go round 
someone’s house and they’re a 
council worker or a social worker. 
They’re ordinary people who are 
working together.

Being part of XR has felt very 
exciting, there’s a lot of energy 
and a lot of younger people 
getting involved. 

Movements come in waves and 
I feel this is a very big wave. It’s 
the one that could actually push 
us over the top and get things 
done.”

Olly
XR Hackney
“WE ARE facing the biggest crisis 
humanity has ever faced and with 
every day that passes the need to 
take action becomes more pressing.

About 18 months ago I had this 
conviction that the world was dying, 
people were killing it and there’s 
nothing we can do. It was a really 
desperate and depressing place to 
be. I started hearing about XR and 
initially I was really sceptical. 

I thought, “Oh this is just another 
movement, it’s not going to achieve 
anything.” 

What amazed me about the 
first International Rebellion was 
how effective it was at demanding 
attention and demanding a 
conversation about the climate and 
ecological crisis. 

I thought this was a movement 
I could get on board with and I 
started going to weekly meetings. I 
firmly believe the best thing I can do 
to contribute to the fight for climate 
justice is dedicate my time to XR. 

I’m not prepared to be arrested 
during direct action. But for every 
“arrestable” there are 20  
non-arrestables. People can get 
involved in many different ways. 

The arrests make everything else 
possible. It’s that process of  
non-violent direct action, that’s how 
the attention is gained. 

A lot of people are uncomfortable 
about arrests or disruptions, but 
causing inconvenience has a long 

and noble tradition. I’ll be in 
Trafalgar Square and will focus 
on outreach—engaging members 
of the public, helping them to 
understand and encouraging them 
to participate.

October’s rebellion represents 
the biggest opportunity to take 
meaningful action since the 
beginning of XR. 

It represents a massive 
opportunity. A lot of hard work has 
been done for a lot longer than I 
have been involved, and the mantle 
has been taken up by so many more 
people in the last few months. 

The platform has been created 
and now is the time—but it’s only 
going to happen if people get 
involved and come on down.”

XR—The story so far

T
WELVE MONTHS ago 
just a handful of people 
had heard of Extinction 
Rebellion (XR). Now it’s 
nothing short of a global 
phenomenon.

Rebels will take the streets 
of London as part of a second 
International Rebellion from  
7 October. Action is also planned in 
60 other cities across the world. 

Starting with a “declaration of 
rebellion” in October 2018, the group 
grabbed its first headlines with six 
arrests. 

It emerged as climate catastro-
phe was big news. Just three weeks 
before, the International Panel on 
Climate Change declared that there 
were just 12 years to avoid the worst-
case scenario of catastrophic climate 
change.The timeframe has since 
adorned thousands of homemade 
school students’ placards and climate 
strikers’ banners.

XR sprang onto the streets as it 

became increasingly obvious that 
“business as usual” was plunging soci-
ety headfirst into climate chaos and 
ecological breakdown.

XR and the global school strike 
movement is driven by frustration 
at decades of inaction from govern-
ments and fossil fuel companies.

XR has only three demands.
It wants the government to “tell 

the truth by declaring a climate and 
ecological emergency”. It calls on the 
government to “work with other insti-
tutions to communicate the urgency 
for change.”

Its second demand is to “act now 
to halt biodiversity loss and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions to net zero 
by 2025”.

And its final demand is that the 
fight against climate change must 
be “beyond politics”. XR calls on 
the government to set up a Citizens’ 
Assembly—a randomly selected group 
of ordinary people to “learn, deliber-
ate and make recommendations” on 

the climate emergency. XR’s biggest 
test came in April, when thousands 
of people occupied some of central 
London’s busiest streets for ten days 
as part of an International Rebellion.

It brought parts of the city to a halt 
and presented a huge problem for the 
cops—and the Tory government.

Just a few days after the occu-
pation ended, parliament voted to 
declare a climate emergency. 

The latest rebellion seeks to push 

the government even further. One of 
XR’s central tactics is mass arrests to 
get publicity and overwhelm the legal 
system. 

This doesn’t fundamentally chal-
lenge the system that keeps fossil fuel 
capitalism firmly in place. 

Yet with over 1,000 arrests during 
April’s action, it grabbed media atten-
tion. And it showed how thousands 
of ordinary people can take to the 
streets to demand a radical transfor-
mation of society. 

The threat of climate catastrophe 
can plunge some people into despair 
and inertia. But XR, the school stu-
dent strike and workers’ action trans-
form that despair into struggle. 

The starkness of the scientists’ 
warnings is finally being matched 
by the rage—and love—of a mass 
movement. 

The struggle for climate justice 
will continue far beyond 7 October. 
But for everyone fighting for a better 
world, it is a necessary next step. 

For more information on each action go to rebellion.earth

Blocking the roads in April

12.30—3.30pm
Trade unionists join 
the rebellion
Sat 12 October
Trafalgar Square

The citizens assemble  in April

November 2018



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

LONDON: NEWHAM
A Rebel’s Guide to 
Alexandra Kollontai
Wed 30 Oct, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove  
(next to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
Booklaunch with Emma Davis

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Why we need a 
revolutionary party
Mon 7 Oct, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
What would socialism 
look like?
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Room 302, The Civic,
Hanson St,
S70 2HZ
BIRMINGHAM
Gandhi, non-violence 
and civil disobedience
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
The Church at Carrs Lane,
Carrs Ln, B4 7SX
BRISTOL
How democratic is Britain?
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CARDIFF
Why the working class is the 
most revolutionary class
Wed 9 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
DERBY
Why we hate Mondays— 
Marxism and alienation
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL
EDINBURGH
The socialist case for 
Scottish independence
Wed 9 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
Humans vs nature—what 
is the metabolic rift?
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City, G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
How do we get from 
capitalism to socialism?
Wed 9 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL
Migration and 
climate change
Thu 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Race, class and identity
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LONDON: HACKNEY
Can Corbyn beat the 
establishment?
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd,
E5 0PU
LONDON: KINGSTON
Capitalism vs climate
Thu 10 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East,
KT1 2PT

LONDON: SOUTH
Why we hate Mondays—
Marxism and alienation
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd,
Brixton, SW2 1EP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
A Rebel’s Guide to 
Alexandra Kollontai
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH
Booklaunch with Emma Davis
NEWCASTLE
Identity, class politics 
and intersectionality
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
The Labour Club,
11 Leazes Park Rd,
NE1 4PF

NORWICH
What would a socialist 
revolution look like?
Wed 9 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
PORTSMOUTH
How can Kashmir 
win freedom?
Wed 9 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, 
PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Why capitalism is 
addicted to plastic
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St, S1 2JB

TELFORD
Why we need a 
revolutionary party
Wed 23 Oct,  
7.30pm, 
The Roy Fletcher Centre,
17 Cross Hill,
Shrewsbury,
SY1 1JE

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM

DUNDEE
Stop the hostile environment 
for migrants and refugees
Wed 9 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Dalhousie Building,
University of Dundee,
Old Hawkhill,
DD1 5EN

CHESTERFIELD 
Stop the hostile 
environment for 
migrants and refugees
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Assembly Rooms,
Chesterfield Market Hall,
Market Place, S40 1AR
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Stop the hostile 
environment for 
migrants and refugees
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Islington Town Hall,
Upper St, N1 2UD
CAMBRIDGE
Stop the hostile 
environment for 
migrants and refugees
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
12 Jesus Ln,CB5 8BA

BRIGHTON
Stop the hostile 
environment for 
migrants and refugees
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Lecture Theatre G7,
10-11 Pavilion Parade,
University of Brighton,
BN2 0JY

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 23 Oct, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St,
B4 6AF

COVENTRY
Wed 16 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln,
CV1 5RF

GREATER MANCHESTER
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

KENT
Thu 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
Chatham,
ME4 4BP

LANCASTER AND 
MORECAMBE
Thu 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: CENTRAL
Wed 23 Oct, 6.30pm, 
The 52 Club,
Bonham Carter House,
52 Gower St,
WC1E 6EB

LONDON: EAST
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
Bethnal Green 
Mission Church,
305 Cambridge Heath Rd,
E2 9LH

LONDON: NORTH
Tue 15 Oct, 7pm, 
Elizabeth House,
2 Hurlock St,
Highbury,
N5 1ED

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Wed 16 Oct, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH

LONDON: WEST & 
NORTH WEST
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

OXFORD
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,
OX1 1BX

SHEFFIELD: CITY 
CENTRE
Thu 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

SWANSEA
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Environment Centre,
Pier St,
SA1 1RY

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 16 Oct, 7.15pm, 
St. Peter’s Café,
4 Exchange St,
WV1 1TS

Booklaunches

System change not climate change 

WILDFIRES DEVASTATED parts of Greece in 2018, killing at least 74 

Available for £8 (plus £2.50 
p+p) from Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop.  
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

Socialist Worker  2 October 2019
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 We should welcome Joker  
 as a look at the roots of evil  
Ahead of Todd Phillips’ highly anticipated Joker, Sasha Simic looks at how 
controversy surrounding the film may not be giving it the chance it deserves  
IT’S NOT often a film based on a 
comic book character wins critical 
acclaim. That’s exactly what Todd 
Phillips’ Joker did in September 
when it won the Golden Lion at The 
Venice Film Festival.

The film charts the transformation 
of the failed comedian Arthur Fleck 
(Joaquin Phoenix) into the homicidal 
criminal mastermind the Joker via a 
series of bad experiences. 

Fleck’s transformation into a cos-
tumed serial killer is presented as a 
response to a bad world inhabited by 
bad people. As a consequence the film 
has been criticised for going beyond 
its remit as an origin story about the 
famous DC Comics super-villain.

One critic sees the film as “a toxic 
rallying cry for self-pitying incels”.

I n c e l — i n v o l u n t a r y  c e l i -
bate—is a term for an online  
subculture of young, straight, mainly 
white men whose posts are charac-
terised by misogyny, racism and vio-
lence toward women. 

Some critics are arguing that Todd 
Phillips’ Joker isn’t the camp villain 
they remember from the 60s Batman 
television series—they see him as 
an incel glorifying misogynistic   
violence.

Critics
Yet few critics interpreted The Dark 
Knight Rises (2012) as a reactionary 
fable—even when it put Batman up 
against a thinly-disguised “Occupy” 
movement.

The Joker has never been a simple 
character. He was introduced in the 
first Batman in 1940. 

The Joker was due to be killed off 
at the end of his first story but editor 
Whitney Ellsworth intervened to save 
him, arguing the Joker had potential 
to be Batman’s first recurring villain. 
The Joker remains his  main adversary 

79 years later. Batman’s origin and 
motives are clear. Bruce Wayne saw 
his parents killed in a robbery when 
he was a child and has the money and  
obsessional drive to seek vengeance 
on criminals as Batman. 

The Joker is a much more  
complicated figure with echoes of 
the “trickster” figure of many differ-
ent folk cultures. 

In the mid-80s the separate 
approaches to the character were  
rendered down in two seminal 
comics. 

In 1986’s The Dark Knight Returns, 
Frank Miller interpreted the Joker as 
a manifestly “evil” character locked 

in an oedipal love/hate relationship 
with the Batman. 

In 1988’s The Killing Joke writer 
Alan Moore saw the Joker as the 
product of poverty, unemployment 
and frustrated ambitions—a man 
who had “one bad day” which drove 
him insane. 

It’s clear that Phillips’ film 
owes much to Moore’s “social” 
interpretation.

But The Killing Joke saw the Joker 
kidnap Bat Girl, and torture her. 

And other depictions have shown a 
worrying level of misogyny. 

Whether or not the new take will 
feature excessive violence towards 

women remains to be seen.  
Does it matter what Joker advo-

cates? Or is it, as Time magazine 
critic Stephanie Zacharek insists, a 
“prime example” of the “emptiness 
of our culture”? 

The dismissal of popular culture as 
innately trivial strikes me as elitist. 

The character  has enduring 
appeal that suggests he is any-
thing but an “empty” cultural prod-
uct. Socialists should welcome a  
mainstream film that argues that evil 
isn’t an inborn trait, but the product 
of social forces.  
Joker comes to cinemas nationwide  
6 Octoberw

JOAQUIN PHOENIX as the Arthur Fleck in Joker 

THEATRE 
BLOOD WEDDING
The Young Vic 
Until 2 November

SPANISH POET and 
playwright Federico Garcia 
Lorca’s  play “Blood 
Wedding”, written some 
years before his murder by 
fascists during the Spanish 
Civil War.

The main character of the 
play is the Bride played  
by Aoife Duffin who 
effortlessly portrays the 
character’s burning lust for 
freedom. 

Her longing for lust, love 
and a deeper meaning in 
her life get her caught in a 
doomed love triangle.

The Bride’s purpose in 
life is mainly determined by 
traditional gender roles. 

For her, what it means 
to be a daughter, wife and 
mother is questioned.

Violence is weaved 
throughout the play, starting 
and ending with blood in the 
hands of the groom’s  
mother played by Olwen 
Fouere. 

She was absolutely 
amazing carrying the dark 
humour throughout the play. 
Naima Omar 

DANCE 
HARD TO BE SOFT 
Queen Elizabeth Hall, London 
Until 11 October  

CONTEMPORARY dance 
work Hard to Be Soft: A 
Belfast Prayer was one of 
the highlights of the recent 
Edinburgh International 
Festival. 

The work of young Irish 
choreographer and dancer 
Oona Doherty, it is a deeply 
moving contemplation of 
working class life in the 
biggest city in the north of 
Ireland. 

  From its set of a 
slatted partition wall to its 
evocative soundtrack and its 
extraordinary and emotive 
dance, this is a uniquely 
powerful work of art.
Mark Brown

 Ian McEwan’s new novella is Kafka with a difference   
BOOKS 
THE COCKROACH
Ian McEwan

IAN McEWAN’S new 
novella tells the story of 
Brexit and the political 
crisis it has caused.

 It starts with a 
dramatic transformation 
for the main character, 
an echo of Franz Kafka’s 
novel Metamorphosis with 
a difference.

The character, Jim 
Sams, is Britain’s 
prime minister who 

has to push through 
Reversalism after a public 
referendum backed it. But 
unfortunately the people 
have voted for a terrible 
idea, so Sams is having 
trouble implementing it.

A cabal in his party is 
organising to vote down 
the Reversalism Bill, and 
there are protests over it. 

The book shows Sams’ 
ruthlessness in dealing 
with his opponents.

A lot of the detail is 
very close to reality, 
or at least one version 
of reality. So the US 

president, Archie Tupper, 
is famed for sending 
dramatic, contradictory 
tweets. And the leader of 
the opposition, Horace 
Crabbe, is “an elderly 
Reversalist of the  
post-Leninist left”.

This is a very readable 
short story, and people 
who follow the twists and 
turns of official politics 
will no doubt enjoy getting 
the references.

It gets all the relevant 
elements in to make 
the story feel like it’s 
describing the world 

today, including climate 
chaos and Me Too. And 
there are some really 
funny bits, especially the 
parts that focus on Sams’ 
transformation. 

But ultimately the 
message is that, if you 
support Brexit, you’re 
probably not human. 

And the people really 
pushing it are doing so to 
make the majority poorer 
so they can “thrive”.
Sadie Robinson 
The Cockroach by Ian McEwan 
is published by Jonathan Cape, 
£7.99The Cockroach Hard to Be Soft 
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W
HEN the 
m i g h t y 
B r i t i s h 
E m p i r e 
w a s 
forced to 

grant India independence 
in 1947 the world credited 
one man with the victory. 
His name was Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi , 
and h is  method was  
non-violent direct action.

For more than 25 years 
Gandhi had led a mass 
movement of millions to free 
India. 

W a v e s  o f  p r o t e s t 
marches, boycotts and 
strikes targeted British 
institutions. Thousands 
were jailed, and even then  
maintained their defiance.

The British-Indian state 
hit back with the utmost 
 brutality. Yet even in the face 
of massacres, beatings and 
torture, Gandhi insisted his 
followers never give up their 
struggle and never physically 
retaliate. 

He called this strategy 
Satyagraha, which combined 
spiritualist thinking with  
non-violent resistance.

When the British finally 
left, many saw it as a victory 
for tactics of non-violence. 

And ever since, people 
fighting for justice against  
tremendous odds have looked 
to the Indian independence 
struggle for inspiration.

Martin Luther King, who led 
the US movement for black civil 
rights, based his tactics on those 
of Gandhi.

He said the Indian struggle 
was “one of the most significant 
things that has ever happened 
in the history of the world”.

But while it is true that 
Gandhi’s leadership played a 
vital role in the historic defeat 
of the British, it is wrong to 
think that non-violence alone 
forced them out.

Revolts
The struggle frequently involved 
massive revolts in which bru-
talised people fought back with 
whatever was to hand. They 
directed their anger at prop-
erty or at those  associated with 
empire. 

The great appeal of Gandhi 
and his strategy rested on a 
contradiction at the heart of the 
Indian freedom movement—
between rich and poor. 

The leadership was exclu-
sively in the hands of the 
rising Indian bourgeoisie who 
believed themselves more 
than capable of running Indian 
society. 

Frustrated at being carved 
out, and slighted by the racism 
of the colonialists, they felt that 
the empire was bleeding India 
dry economically.

Despite their education in 
Britain, this group were  allotted 
only government “advisory” 
positions. They needed the 
active support of the poor to 
take power.

Workers, peasants and poor 
farmers hated the British too. 
The First World War led to 

shortages, huge price rises and 
hunger. Yet, British India happily 
exported food to Europe, while 
the poorest Indians starved.

Riots and protests were com-
monplace. Mostly the British 
were the target, but Indian 
merchants accused of hoarding 
grain were also attacked.

In the shadow of the 1917 
Russian Revolution, these 
 outbreaks of class anger terri-
fied both India’s present rulers, 
and those who hoped to replace 
them. The Indian rich needed a 

way of galvanising the poor in 
the fight against empire, but at 
the same time placing limits on 
how far that struggle went.

Gandhi had returned from 
South Africa in 1915, where as 
a lawyer he had fought against 
racial discrimination against 
Indians enforced by the British 
government there. 

He shunned his  posh 
upbringing and English lawyer’s 
training and instead embraced 
an idealised version of peasant 
life. Gandhi repeatedly spoke 

out against British rule, but also 
became a champion of the poor.  

The  Ind ian  bourgeo i -
sie saw his growing popu-
larity, and hoped he could 
divert class anger away from  
themselves. Gandhi was elected 
as head of the once timid Indian 
National Congress in 1920 and 
immediately started escalating 
demands for freedom.

Some of the many thou-
sands who answered his calls 
for action became devotees and 
shared his Satyagraha vision. 

But many more adopted  
non-violence for tactical rather 
than religious reasons.

They calculated violent 
 protests or acts of terror against 
their rulers would only lead to 
brutality at the hands of the 
British Raj. 

British retaliation after the 
1857 Indian Mutiny saw men 
blown from cannons and whole 
villages destroyed. 

They hoped that by mobilis-
ing millions in a peaceful fash-
ion, the British rulers could be 
shamed into not using terror 
against them. 

But the three major waves of 
anti-British agitation between 
1920 and 1947 were to prove 
them wrong.

Millions of Indians answered 
the call and took to the streets. 
English institutions were 
 boycotted, the streets were full 

of protesters and British-made 
goods were destroyed. 

Peasants demanded an end 
to vicious exploitation by Indian 
landlords and workers struck 
against Indian-owned firms.

 

W
H E N  t h e 
p a n i c k i n g 
Raj sought 
to “restore 
order”, huge 
conf ronta-

tions took place. Many who 
joined the movement rightly 
felt they had to resist rather 
than accept defeat.

An example of the dilemma 
came in the town of Chauri 
Chaura, where a huge crowd 
gathered in support of Gandhi’s 
Non-Cooperation Movement in 
1922. 

The police jailed the leaders, 
and when the crowd gathered 
at a police station to demand 
their release, cops shot live 
rounds and attacked them with 
batons. 

Some protesters were killed 
and many were injured. But 
people chose to fight on, and 
many police officers were 
killed.

Gandhi and the Congress 
leaders were appalled, and 
immediately called an end to 
the nationwide movement, 
saying that too many had not 
grasped Satyagraha principles. 

The truth was that the young 
and the poor were not prepared 
to back down.

After the second wave of 
struggle, in the early 1930s, 
ended in similar fashion, one 
school student activist wrote, “I 
was to serve as a picket, and the 
police flogged me every day.

“When I had recovered, I 
was sent back to discharge 

Born 150 years ago this week, Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi continues to inspire activists today. Yuri Prasad 
looks back at the tactics of the mass movement that kicked 
the British Empire out of India

His strategy 
combined 
spiritualist 
thinking with 
non-violence 

‘‘ 
Martin Luther King

THE MASS movement led by Gandhi continues to inspire people today 

READ MORE
lMohandas Gandhi—
Experiments in civil 
disobedience 
by Talat Ahmed 
£15

lIndia—Imperalism, 
Partition and Resistance 
by Sam Ashman 
bit.ly/AshmanIndia

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

the same duty, with the same 
consequences. 

“I was able to fight for a 
month but was then sent to the 
Dum-Dum special jail built for 
prisoners involved in the civil 
disobedience movement.

“All the time we were in jail, 
we youngsters were haunted by 
the question, ‘How many days 
must we tolerate this torture? 
Is this the only way of winning 
freedom?’.”

N
on-violence was 
s u p p o s e d  t o 
characterise the 
movement, but 
events quickly 
took over as the 

British state increasingly felt 
India slipping away. 

Even the arrests of thousands 
of activists, including Gandhi, 
could not slow the momentum.

And each action contained 
two explosive tendencies that 
Gandhi opposed.

First, the struggle for national 
liberation became increasingly 
fused with the fight against 
exploitation. It became part of 
a wider class struggle. 

Second, brutal responses 
by the British were increasing 
being met with violent retali-
ation. But Gandhi’s moves to 
draw down the struggle had 
terrible consequences. 

At its height, the struggle 
created unity between differ-
ent religious groups facing a 
common enemy, but when 
the movement s lumped, 
 demoralisation set in. 

Right wing forces that 
wanted to whip up religious 
hatred rather than fight the 
British saw their opportunity.

Communalism—mobilising 
on religious grounds—vied with 
the national liberation struggle 
for control of the streets. 

But agitation against the 
British continued, and it still 
had the capacity to bring people 
together.

Hundreds of Indian sailors 
from the Royal Indian Navy 
mutinied at Mumbai harbour 
in 1946. They hoisted three 
flags on their ships, those of 
Gandhi’s Congress, the Muslim 
League, and the red flag of the 
Communist Party.

Their rebellion was con-
demned by Congress, but 
spread nonetheless to Karachi 
and Kolkata and soon involved 
20,000 people. 

In Mumbai, a general strike 
in support of the mutiny was 
joined by members of the Royal 
Indian Air Force, and even 
some local police. The British 

retaliated by firing shells at the 
rebellious ships and threatening 
to bomb Mumbai from the air.

Just as the Indian bourgeoi-
sie had feared, the struggle 
was spinning out of their con-
trol, and often they too became 
targets.

Nevertheless, the British 
started drawing up plans to 
withdraw. 

Many of those who were 
inspired by Gandhi’s call and 
joined the movement now 
rejected his tactic. 

They knew that the British 
could not have been defeated if 
each time the state countered 
with violence, they had simply 
accepted the blows. Eventually 
the whole movement would 
have be driven from the 
streets—and the extreme vio-
lence of British rule would have 
continued for years to come.

The Mumbai naval 
mutiny in 1946 
started a rebellion 
that spread to 
other cities (top) 
and the uprising in 
1857 (above) saw 
horrific retaliation 
by the British  
 

Labour leaders lag behind 
membership’s radicalism

Labour adopted 
radical policies, but 
the fight to get party 
leaders to implement 
them will be harder, 
writes Nick Clark

ONE TAKEAWAY from 
last week’s Labour Party 
conference is that the 
members are further 
ahead than the leadership 
and the trade unions.

They passed a number of 
policies much more radical 
than those that appeared 
in the 2017 manifesto. 

These included abolishing 
private schools, defending 
and extending freedom of 
movement for migrants, 
and achieving a zero 
carbon economy by 2030.

Naturally, all of this 
horrified the Labour right. 

But you get the sense 
that some of Labour’s top 
politicians aren’t entirely 
on board either.

Shadow education 
secretary Angela Rayner 
repeated her own 
announcement that Labour 
would “close tax loopholes” 
that benefit private schools.  

Meanwhile, some of 
Labour’s most powerful 
affiliated unions—the GMB 
and Unite—are nervous about 
the new climate policies. 

Zero 
Conference backed a Green 
New Deal, with a target to 
decarbonise the economy in 
11 years. The GMB openly 
opposed the deadline, 
arguing its members working 
for energy sectors would 
lose their jobs. Instead, it 
backed another motion 
without a deadline. 

Unite backed both 
motions, claiming there 
was no contradiction. 

The divisions mean many 
policies won’t make it into 
Labour’s next manifesto.

The manifesto isn’t simply 
party policy. It’s drawn 
up ahead of an election 
at a special meeting. 

Shadow ministers, union 
leaders and other delegates 
can pick and choose which 
policies they like, water them 
down or even completely 
disregard them. So getting 

policy passed at Labour’s 
conference is one thing. 
Whether it ends up in 
Labour’s manifesto—or being 
implemented by a future 
government—are different. 

Less than a day after 
conference supported free 
movement, shadow home 
secretary Diane Abbott 
had backtracked on it. 

Meanwhile, it was 
a bad week for deputy 
leader Tom Watson. 

He arrived at conference 
in full pomp, having seen 
off a bureaucratic attempt to 
depose him by Momentum 
founder Jon Lansman.

This was supposed to 
be the moment he broke 
Labour’s membership from 

Corbyn, gambling that they 
would choose remaining in 
the European Union (EU) 
over backing their leader. 

It backfired. In a battle 
between Watson and Corbyn, 
the members backed Corbyn.

Corbyn’s conference speech 
posed Labour’s position—
negotiate a deal then have 
a referendum—as a way to 
unite working class Leave 
and Remain supporters.

Brexit 
Yet before a referendum 
Labour will have to decide 
whether it backs its own 
Brexit deal or Remain. 

There’s space for the 
right to push Corbyn 
into backing the Remain 
demanded by big business. 

And the Brexit deal that 
Corbyn said he would seek—a 
close relationship with the 
neoliberal single market—is 
far too close to the status quo.

More worryingly Labour 
doesn’t want a general 
election until a no-deal 
Brexit is “off the table”.  

So having geared 
party members up with 
what was effectively an 
election campaign speech, 
Corbyn is avoiding one. 

But many party members 
agree that the way to beat 
the Tories is to get away from 
Brexit. “It’s getting back to 
the 2017 election,” Rachel 
told Socialist Worker. 

“If we campaign like that 
and move away from Brexit, 
people will probably be 
tempted to vote Labour.”

Labour could win with 
an insurgent campaign that 
focuses on class issues. 

CORBYN IS balancing between Labour’s left wing members, 
union leaders and right wing MPs 

Some of the 
powerful unions 
are nervous 
about new 
climate policies

‘‘ 

COMMENT‘‘ ’’

Deputy leader Tom Watson 
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 Repression against migrants across the EU
A DEADLY crackdown 
on refugees is spreading 
across Europe.

The recently-elected Tory 
government in Greece has 
announced plans to deport 
10,000 people by the end of 
next year. 

Those expelled would 
be refugees who have been 
denied entry and will now be 
removed to the harsh regime 
in Turkey.

The acceleration in repres-
sion came days after a fire in 
a packed camp housing refu-
gees—followed by riots.

The fire claimed the life 
of at least one woman at 
the Moria camp on the east-
ern Aegean island of Lesbos. 
Some reports said there were 
other deaths.

Containers
Moria was built to house 
3,000 people. There are now 
13,000 people there living in 
tents and shipping contain-
ers.

Residents have repeat-
edly protested—and been 
attacked by riot police. Two 
fires broke out last weekend 
and quickly spread. 

After a woman died, 
people rose up in protest, 

claiming firefighters were 
slow to arrive. 

L e f t e r i s  E c o n o m o u , 
Greece’s deputy minister for 
citizen protection, coldly 
remarked, “A charred body 
was found, causing foreign 
migrants to rebel.” 

Riot police met the pro-
tests with tear gas. In reply 

refugees chanted, “Kill the 
police.”

NGO workers on Lesbos 
said the riots reflected 
growing frustration at the  
way desperate people are 
penned up and left without 
hope. 

“Imagine you flee the 
horror in Syria or a similar 

situation and you come to 
Europe thinking it will be a 
safe haven,” said one NGO 
worker.

“But instead you and your 
children are stuffed into a 
shipping container behind 
razor wire and fences. 

“And this goes on for 
months, and years, and you 

won’t be allowed into Greece 
or Europe.

“Don’t be surprised when 
people rebel.”

A woman and child died 
in a similar blaze three years 
ago.

Meanwhile the German 
government is intensifying 
border checks. 

Freedom
The plans make a mockery of 
the idea that there is freedom 
of movement for all inside 
the EU.

“Security begins at the 
border,” said Horst Seehofer, 
minister of the interior, last 
Sunday.

“Alongside new border 
control arrangements on the 
border with Austria, I have 
instructed officers to step up 
random police checks on all 
other German borders,” See-
hofer added.

The move will see more 
police officers sent to border 
zones in an attempt to halt 
the movement of non-EU 
migrant s  be tween  EU 
member states.

Germany is increasingly 
closing the door on asylum 
applications and ramping up 
deportations. MPs from the 

Labour-type SPD criticised 
the move—but only because 
it is being pushed through 
unilaterally by Germany 
rather than agreed across 
the EU.

Far from blunting the 
rise of Germany’s racist AfD 
party, such measures serve 
to boost its arguments that 
migration is a problem.

Both racist Fortress Europe 
and Fortress Britain need to 
be torn down.

BURNING HOUSE containers at the Moria refugee camp, on the island of Lesbos International 
Conference 

Against Racism 
and Fascism 

Saturday 19 October, 
Central London. Hosted 
by Stand Up To Racism. 

Book tickets at  
bit.ly/SUTR2019
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 Big pharma offers bitter pill 
to those who need most help
Jeremy Corbyn says he wants to change how drugs companies work. Sadie Robinson looks at 
how pharmaceutical fat cats pile up profits while ordinary people are denied care they need

 Corbyn’s plans don’t go far enough to solve the crisis    
JEREMY Corbyn 
announced he would 

overturn patents on new 
drugs, allowing other 
firms to produce them at 
cheaper prices. 

And Labour would 
force firms to make their 
medicines “affordable” 
in order to gain access to 
public research funding.

Richard Torbett from 
the Association of the 
British Pharmaceutical 
Industry denounced 
Corbyn’s plan as the 
“seizure of new research”.

Orkambi maker Vertex 
said it amounted to 
“providing third parties 

with access to a company’s 
intellectual property”.

The idea that private 
firms can “own” medicines 
and the research behind 
them, reflects what’s 
wrong with capitalism. 

It’s good that Labour 
wants to take these 
measures—but we 
need to go further.

Preventing researchers 
and scientists from 
working together blocks 
the sharing of knowledge 
that could develop new 
medicines and save lives. 

Many firms stop 
producing generic 
products because it’s 

more profitable for 
them to manufacture 
patented brands.

Firms also stockpile 
drugs to artificially 
develop shortages and 
drive up prices.

Conditions that 
aren’t profitable to 
treat are sidelined.

And firms charge 
huge sums for “new” 
treatments that are 
similar to existing drugs.

It’s not enough to have 
a state-run firm competing 
with private companies. 

We have to get private 
firms out of health care 
and medicine altogether.

L A B O U R  L E A D E R  J e re my 
Corbyn plans to transform the  
pharmaceutical industry to give 
cheaper drugs to patients.

Bosses claim the plan would stifle 
the development of new products by 
undermining competition.

In fact our health is being destroyed 
by private firms that have a monopoly 
on medicine. The NHS pays extortion-
ate prices for patented drugs that cost 
a fraction of their  price to produce. 

Some people don’t get the medi-
cines they need because they are so 
expensive that they are rationed, or 
not provided on the NHS at all.

But it’s a great money spinner for 
the fat cats.

A treatment for Hepatitis C, 
Sofosbuvir, costs 67 times more than a 
gram of gold, according to the Missing 
Medicines coalition.

The annual turnover of pharma-
ceutical goods to wholesalers in 
Britain was over £42 billion in 2017. 
NHS England spent a record £18.2 
billion on medicines in 2017-18. 

Reaping
Firms claim they are simply  
reaping the rewards for their invest-
ment. Yet in 2017-18 companies 
grabbed £458 million from the NHS 
for cancer drugs that were developed 
with public money. 

Three of the five most expensive 
cancer drugs came from  publicly 
funded research, according to a 
Missing Medicines report.

The NHS paid Swiss multinational 
Roche £163 million for breast cancer 
drug Trastuzumab. 

Meanwhi le  Merck grabbed 
£142 million to supply a drug that 
tackles lung and skin cancers.

The drugs were developed by 
British biochemist Sir Greg Winter, 

who did much of the research at a 
government-owned laboratory in 
Cambridge.

Saoirse Fitzpatrick from Stopaids, 
part of the Missing Medicines 
Coalition, said, “The public are  footing 
the bill for the riskiest part of drug 
development where breakthroughs 
happen.

“Then the big pharmaceutical com-
panies swoop in, patent a medicine 
and use the monopoly to charge an 

extortionate price.” Prostate cancer 
drug, Abiraterone, was developed 
by the Institute of Cancer Research, 
which is mainly publicly funded. 

A subsidiary of Johnson & Johnson 
bought it up. It now costs the NHS 
£98 per day per patient. 

And it isn’t only cancer drugs.
Infliximab, a drug to treat arthritis, 
was initially developed by US and 
British universities. 

It was then bought by Janssen 

Biotech and in 2014-15 cost the NHS 
£159 million—its fourth  highest 
expenditure on a single medicine. 
The next year, NHS spending on the 
drug rose to £178 million

Meanwhile, the Missing Medicines 
report found a “huge drop in 
 innovation and productivity”. 

Professor Mariana Mazzucato said 
the system is “expensive and unpro-
ductive and requires a complete 
transformation”.

How tax  
breaks aid 
the bosses

THE government 
hands big pharma 

huge levels of support.
The level of 

corporation tax in 
Britain is currently 
19 percent. Yet 
pharmaceutical firms 
can pay much less 
due to research and 
development credits, 
and tax schemes.

The “Patent Box” 
scheme allows firms 
to pay corporation tax 
rates of just 10 percent. 

Government figures 
show that 1,025 firms 
claimed £942.5 million 
in tax relief through 
Patent Box in 2016-17.  

The firm Vertex 
Pharmaceuticals is 
based in London and 
Oxford, yet it has paid 
virtually no corporation 
tax. 

It had a turnover of 
£5.3 billion in the five 
years to the end of 2017. 

But the company 
declared a loss 
after paying its US 
parent company to 
manufacture the drugs.

 And it raked in a 
staggering £7 million 
in tax credits from the 
government for research 
and development 
investment.

The company has 
made its money largely 
from sales of cystic 
fibrosis drugs Orkambi 
and Kalydeco.

Jeremy Corbyn 
referenced Orkambi in 
his speech. 

He met cystic fibrosis 
sufferer Luis Walker, 
who is being denied the 
drug as it isn’t available 
on the NHS in England.

The medicine would 
cost the NHS £104,000 
a year per patient. It 
would help an estimated 
4,500 people in 
England.

Richard Torbett thinks the plan is a ‘seizure of new research’

THE NHS pays extortionate prices for patented drugs that cost a fraction to produce
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Jobs saved at 
Harland and Wolff 
WORKERS AT Harland and 
Wolff shipyard in Belfast were 
celebrating on Tuesday after a 
new company bought the yard. 

Workers launched an 
occupation—which has 
lasted nine weeks—after the 
previous parent company 
went into administration.

Energy firm InfraStrata said 
it plans to retain the 79 staff 
still employed at the yard. 
There were originally 120.

The outcome shows that 
job losses can be fought.

The Unite and GMB unions 
rightly praised the Harland 
and Wolff workers. When car 
firms order plant closures, 
union leaders ought to urge 
similar occupation tactics.

Cross Country rail  
hit by overtime ban
WORKERS ON Cross Country 
Trains staged a five-day 
overtime ban and other action 
from last Thursday. 

Strikers, in the RMT union, 
are fighting breaches of 
collective bargaining deals. 

Battle continues at  
 Beis for pay and more 
OUTSOURCED WORKERS at 
the Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy 
in London are keeping up their 
indefinite strike.

The PCS union members 
have been out since mid-July. 

They’re demanding the 
London Living Wage of £10.55 
an hour from their current 
employers, outsourcers ISS 
and Aramark. They also 
want improved sick pay and 
holiday pay.
lMessages of support to 
beislsbranch@gmail.com 

Fightback continues 
at the Foreign Office 
FACILITIES management 
workers at the Foreign Office 
finished their fifth round of 
strikes against contractor 
Interserve last week.

It was strongly supported 
by PCS union members.
lMessages of support to 
helenf@pcs.org.uk

RMT making a noise 
about the noisy Tube 
WORKERS ON four London 
Underground tube lines are 
set to start industrial action 
from Thursday of next week.

Drivers on the Jubilee, 
Central, Northern and Victoria 
lines voted by over 95 percent 
to fight excessive line noise. 

Workers are set to drive 
trains at reduced speeds to 
cut excess noise. 

New round of action 
by Hackney drivers
DRIVERS AND escorts on 
buses for disabled children 
in Hackney, east London, are 
set to strike for 48 hours from 
next Wednesday.

The 38 workers are fighting 
for split shift payments.

 Tayside workers staying 
out until they clearly win
SCOTTISH PHARMACY health 
workers on all-out strike have 
refused to go back to work 
until bosses carry out their 
promises over pay.

The Unite union members 
at Tayside NHS began the 
seventh week of their strike on 
Monday. They walked out on 
19 August over a “flawed job 
evaluation process” that left 
some workers on “lower grades 
than they should be”. 

Workers last Friday rejected 
bosses’ requests for 11 of the 
39 workers to go back to work 
during planned hearings at a 
job evaluation panel. 

A statement from the 
strikers said, “NHS Tayside 
requested this under the life 
and limb cover in order to 
maintain critical services. 

“There was no mention of 
this before the strike started. 

“The question around 
this should never have been 
raised if NHS Tayside had 

resolved this case sooner.” The 
Scottish Terms and Conditions 
Committee (Stac), a joint 
bosses and union body, said it 
would set up a job evaluation 
panel last month.  

Workers had hoped the Stac 
panel would sit this week. But 
a statement from the Unite 
members last Friday said they 
have yet to receive notification 
of dates available for the post 
to be evaluated.

The pharmacy workers 
are right to be wary of health 
bosses’ promises. The case 
going to Stac followed several 
failed attempts by the Tayside 
health board to set up its own 
job evaluation panel. 

One Unite member told 
Socialist Worker, “We feel 
overworked, underpaid, 
undervalued and not 
appreciated.” 

The request for a return 
to work shows the bosses are 
nervous and keen to break the 

momentum of the walkout.
lDonate at bit.ly/UniteTayside 
or phone Unite Dundee on 
01328 227369
Thanks to Iain Brown

nWORKERS AT the 
Addaction rehabilitation 
service in Wigan plan a 
three-day walkout from 
Wednesday of next week.

The Unison union 
members are fighting for 
NHS Agenda for Change pay 
and terms and conditions. 

The workers were 
transferred from the NHS 
to Addaction, a charity that 
has a contract with the local 
authority. 

Paul, a Unison member 
at Addaction, told Socialist 
Worker, “We started out with 
a single day strike, then two 
and now we’re going for 
three.” 
lMessages of support to: 
enquiries@wiganunison.org.uk

WORKERS ON the Caledonian sleeper service struck for 36 hours from 12 noon last 
Sunday, causing all sleeper services to be cancelled. Operator Serco has reneged on staffing 
promises and failed to address workers’ concerns.                                       Picture: raymie Kiernan

 Strike at Matalan centre to 
fight back against low pay
AROUND 500 workers at 
clothing firm Matalan’s 
distribution centre in 
Merseyside began a two-day 
walkout over pay on Monday.

The GMB union members 
rejected the latest pay offer 
from the retail giant after 
“completely pointless” talks 
following a one-day strike in 
August. 

They are fighting against a 
pay award of 1.5 percent—a 
real terms pay cut. 

GMB organiser Neil Holden 
said, “Matalan says the strike 
is not affecting it. But today 
it forced head office staff to 
leave their desks and walk 

onto the shop floor to try to 
cover the backlog of work.”

The Merseyside centre is a 
key part of Matalan’s supply 
chain for internet and high 
street orders across the north 
west of England. 

nGMB UNION members 
at Wilko distribution 
hubs in South Wales and 
Nottinghamshire plan 
a series of strikes over 
forced weekend working.  

Around 2,000 workers in 
Magor and Worksop are set 
to walk out on Friday  
11 October and then again 
on Monday 14 October. 

RAIL DISTRIBUTION WORKERS

OBITUARY
Brian Way 
1950-2019
IT’S SAD to announce the 
death of our friend and 
comrade Brian Way.

Brian was a tireless class 
fighter and stalwart of the 
Socialist Workers Party (SWP)
in Greenock and the West of 
Scotland.

A plasterer by trade, Brian 
worked in a variety of jobs in 
Britain and abroad.

I first met him when 
he was a worker and shop 
steward at Scott Lithgow 
shipyard in the 1970s and 
early 1980s.

At a time when the 
company was keen on 

landing Royal Navy orders, 
Brian organised a branch of 
the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament (CND) in the 
yard. 

He met hostility from 
management and senior union 
convenors. 

This afforded him an 
opportunity to imbue the CND 

branch with the politics of 
Marxism.

Whether selling Socialist 
Worker, getting people on to 
demonstrations or recruiting 
new members to the SWP, his 
enthusiasm and good humour 
were infectious. On demos 
he dismissed megaphones as 
being for wimps.

After taking time out from 
work to look after his mother, 
Brian returned to plastering.

Sadly his retirement 
coincided with the onset and 
further recurrence of cancer. 
He died on 13 September.

Brian doted on his sons 
Ryan, Adam and Rory. 

Our deepest condolences 
go to them.
Pat Clark

Brian Way

FIREFIGHTERSHEALTH WORKERS

Surrey fire cuts protest 
ABOUT 300 firefighters and 
their supporters demonstrated 
outside Surrey County Council 
in Kingston last Tuesday over 
fire service cuts. 

They were joined by FBU 
union officials from Suffolk, 
Devon and Somerset and the 
London Fire Brigade.

All are suffering fire service 
cuts in their brigades. Fire 

cover in Surrey is already 
at dangerously low levels—
putting lives at risk.

But the Tory council plans 
more attacks.

The firefighters have 
pledged to fight these cuts and 
will ballot for strikes if the 
council does not back down by 
7 October.
Chris Rooney

LIBRARY WORKERS

BROMLEY LIBRARY workers 
need solidarity as they near 
their fourth month on all-out 
strike.

The Unite union members 
at the south east London 
borough are fighting against 
bosses’ plans to slash up to 
35 percent of frontline jobs. 

The proposed restructure 
by subcontractor Greenwich 
Leisure Limited (GLL) would 
also see 15 back office roles 
cut. 

The workers walked out 
on 6 June after bosses failed 
to fill vacancies They feared 
a big attack was in the 
pipeline. 

Their fears were confirmed 
when GLL announced its 
plans at a meeting with Unite 
last month.

Meanwhile, libraries 
and museums workers in 
Bradford, in West Yorkshire, 

have voted 77 percent Yes 
for strikes. The workers 
are fighting the Labour-
run council’s plan to force 
through nearly £2 million 
worth of cuts by 2021. 

Unite regional officer Mark 
Martin said, “This ballot 
result shows just how strongly 
our members feel about 
the swingeing cuts that the 
council is hell-bent on forcing 
through which could see 
funding for this service axed 
by 65 percent.

“We have had great and 
heart-warming support from 
members of the Bradford 
public and the surrounding 
areas. We are confident that 
this support will continue 
during forthcoming strikes.”
lDonate to the strike fund—
account name Bromley Unite 
LE/531, account number 
20272821, sort code 60-83-01

Protest in Kingston                              Picture: unite the resistance

Solidarity with Bromley’s 
four-month library strike



Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk

19
Socialist Worker  2 October 2019

EDUCATION

 University workers are  
 ready to get the vote out 
by SADIE ROBINSON

UCU UNION members in universi-
ties are balloting for strikes over 
pay, workloads, unequal contracts 
and pensions.

Activists are running Get The Vote 
Out campaigns and fighting to get 
the strongest Yes votes and biggest 
 turnouts in the ballots. 

Groups of workers are meeting to 
collectively post their ballot papers. 
Branches are holding surveys of 
members to check who has voted and 
to make sure those who have not yet 
voted are chased up.

Activists are using, “I’ve voted!” 
stickers and posters in universi-
ties to create a mood around the 
 ballots. And UCU general secretary 
Jo Grady is speaking at meetings 
across Britain. 

The NUS and UCU issued a joint 
statement this week saying that stu-
dents stand “shoulder to shoulder” 
with workers balloting for strikes.

It calls on students to take part in 
solidarity action to support workers 
who are fighting back. And it asks stu-
dents to pressure university bosses to 
address workers’ concerns.

NUS president Zamzam Ibrahim 
said, “NUS stands with UCU in the 
fight for fair pay and pensions, and 
decent working conditions.” 

The ballot over pay, workloads and 
contracts involves around 125,000 

union members across 147 univer-
sities. Workers have suffered a real 
terms pay cut of 21 percent in the 
last decade. And they are also fed up 
of contracts that mean women and 
black and Asian workers earn less.

Grady has pointed out that condi-
tions in universities are much worse 
than many people may believe. For 

instance, some 53 percent of univer-
sity staff are on fixed term and casual 
contracts.

At 69 of the universities involved 
in the ballot, workers are also voting 
for strikes to defend their USS pen-
sion scheme. 

This is under attack as bosses fight 
to shift it from a defined benefit 

scheme to a defined contribution one.
Bosses have already raised contri-

bution levels for workers.
Solid strikes to defend pensions 

last year showed the potential power 
that UCU members have—and how 
strikes can build the union. Activists 
should go all out to build the Yes 
votes.

POST

Postal workers fight back with ballot campaign
POSTAL WORKERS are 
going all out to win a 
strike ballot and then 
resist attacks from their 
Royal Mail bosses.

Over 100,000 of them 
in the CWU union are 
voting in a ballot that 
closes on 15 October.

They are fighting to 
defend jobs, pay and the 
future of the service.

From Haverfordwest 
to Croydon to Hull to 
Grampian and Shetland, 
and many others, postal 
workers have posted 
videos and pictures of 
themselves campaigning 
and posting their votes.

Hull and east Riding 
CWU tweeted, “We must 
surpass the 89 percent Yes 
vote from our last ballot. 

“We don’t take the vote 
for granted and have to 
fight for every Yes vote.”

The national union said, 
“On 7 October we will host 
the biggest phone-banking 

session in union history.” 
Last weekend as 

it was revealed that 
Royal Mail is to recruit 
a new, additional UK 
director on a fat salary.

This will be another 
appointment alongside 
chief executive Rico Back. 

When he arrived in 
June last year he received 
a £6 million “golden 
hello” from bosses and a 
pay package worth up to 
£2.7 million a year plus 
£2 million of shares.

nCOURIERS employed 
by Royal Mail’s same-day 
delivery subsidiary 
eCourier and organised 
by the Independent 
Workers Union of Great 
Britain (IWGB) have 
voted overwhelmingly 
in favour of strikes. 

They voted over  
90 percent Yes for action.

The couriers plan to 
strike on 10 and  
11 October, hitting 
deliveries to clients such 
as London NHS hospitals, 

US-based private 
healthcare provider 
HCA and corporate 
clients Goldman Sachs, 
Deloitte and British 
American Tobacco.

The union is now 
demanding that 
company classify all its 
couriers as workers. 

It also wants at least 
the London Living Wage 
after expenses and that 
it enter into a collective 
bargaining agreement 
with the IWGB.

SCHOOLS

Three London 
strikes erupt
NEU UNION members at 
three schools across London 
were set to strike this week. 
At Bexleyheath Academy in 
south London, workers are 
fighting a restructure. They 
began a three-day strike 
on Tuesday, following two 
24-hour strikes in September.

NEU members at Roe 
Green Infants & Strathcona 
school in Brent, west London, 
were set to walk out on 
Wednesday. Workers are 
fighting redundancies.

In Tower Hamlets, east 
London, NEU members plan 
to strike at Harbinger Primary 
School on Wednesday over 
what the union describes 
as an unacceptable 
management style.

A YES vote could mean big strikes, like 2018 Picture: christain hogsberg

COLLEGES

Nottingham 
contract fight
UCU UNION members at 
Nottingham College began 
a fourth week of strikes on 
Monday in a fight against 
new, worse contracts.

Workers began a two-day 
strike on Monday and plan to 
walk out again on Thursday 
and Friday. 

Next week they are set 
to strike for five days. The 
branch has recruited over 100 
members since the spring.

Different activities are 
planned for each day of the 
strike. Most of the strikers 
picketing. 

Musical instruments 
brought a high level of noise 
to all the picket lines on 
Wednesday of last week.

NEU

 ‘We have had enough,’ say  
 sixth form funding strikers
WORKERS AT 23 sixth form 
colleges are set to strike on 
Thursday 17 October in a battle 
over funding and pay. 

The day will be the first 
walkout for NEU union members 
in the campaign and the union 
plans two more days of action in 
November.

Jean Evanson is the post-16 
national executive member for 
the NEU. 

She told Socialist Worker how 
cuts in funding have harmed 
students’ education and workers’ 
conditions.

“Since 2010 the post-16 
sector of education has faced the 
deepest cuts in the ideological 
attack on state funded 
education,” she said.

“The loss of around a quarter 
of funding has impacted 
education workers and their 
students. 

“We are facing larger class 
sizes, reduced curriculum, huge 
cuts to tutorial and enrichment.

“This has led to workload 
escalating. 

“Our pay has been cut by 
around 15 percent in real terms. 
We have had enough.”

The NEU is demanding that 
the Tory government increase 
sixth form college funding 
to address the impact on 
conditions, and to fund a pay rise 
for workers.

In recent strike ballots, 
84 percent of union members 
who voted backed strikes on an 
overall turnout of 43 percent.

Some 25 sixth form colleges 
reached the Tories’ 50 percent 
turnout threshold required for 
legal strikes in recent strike 
ballots. 

But two colleges will not be 
part of the first strike as it falls 
during their half term.

The action could grow in 
November, as the union will also 
re-ballot around 15 colleges that 
just missed the threshold.
lA central London rally to be 
hosted by the NEU will take place 
on the first strike day—1pm, 
Thursday 17 October, Emmanuel 
Centre, London SW1P 3DW

Merseyside postal workers rally to get the vote out  

 



Published by Larkham Printers & Publishers Ltd. Correspondence address: PO Box 74955, London, E16 9EJ. Printed by trade union labour at Reach Printing Services

£1    No.2674    2 October 2019    

PROTESTING IN Hong Kong—people flooded into the Causeway Bay shopping district

 Protester shot on 
  China anniversary
by SADIE ROBINSON

POLICE SHOT an 18 year 
old man during angry  
pro-democracy protests in 
Hong Kong on Tuesday.

Some 51 people had been 
hospitalised following the 
protests as Socialist Worker 
went to press. 

Two were in a critical 
condition.

Cops have used live rounds 
previously to try and disperse 
protesters. But it was the first 
time they had shot a demon-
strator with live ammunition.

The protests took place 
as the Chinese state marked  
70 years since the founding 
of the People’s Republic.

While officials staged 
lavish ceremonies for China’s 
national day, protesters 
dubbed it a “day of grief”.

“It’s national day but 
there’s nothing to be happy 
about in Hong Kong,” said 17 
year old protester Sarah Sze. 
“We’re under one party rule 
and the Communist Party 
controls our government. 
They suppress all opposition 
voices.”

Police had arrested dozens 
of activists on Monday 

evening and banned protests 
on Tuesday. 

Transport stations were 
shut in an effort to block  
protesters. Cops carried out 
stop and searches on the 
streets.

Yet at least seven protests 
took place across Hong Kong 
including in Tuen Mun, Wong 
Tai Sin, Wan Chai, Causeway 
Bay and Tsuen Wan. 

Officials were forced to 
watch a flag-raising cer-
emony from behind closed 
doors in Hong Kong’s conven-
tion centre, due to “security 
concerns”.

Protest organiser Figo 
Chan said over 100,000 
protesters marched from 
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong’s 
main retail area, to the  
business district of Central. 

Demonstrators shouted, 
“Reclaim Hong Kong—revo-
lution of our times.”

Eggs
Some threw eggs at a poster 
of China’s president Xi 
Jingping. 

Leung Kwok-hung, who 
helped organise the protest, 
said, “We are willing to fight 
for democracy and freedom 
in Hong Kong and China.”

In Tuen Mun and many 
other places, police fired tear 
gas at protests.

Demonstrators threw 
petrol bombs at cops, who 
also fired live rounds and 
used water cannons.

Protesters built barricades 
to block traffic in Sha Tin 
while others occupied part of 
a road in Hong Kong’s finan-
cial district.

“We are hoping to get inter-
national support and this is 
giving us more energy,” said 

protester Mr Lee. Tuesday’s 
demonstrations followed big 
protests on Sunday, which 
were the 17th successive 
weekend of demonstrations. 

The movement erupted 
in June against a new bill 
that would have allowed the 
extradition of suspects to 
mainland China. 

Hong Kong’s chief execu-
tive Carrie Lam has promised 
to withdraw the bill. 

But the vicious state 
response to the protests has 
radicalised people. 

On Tuesday’s protests 
many demonstrators held up 
outstretched fingers to repre-
sent their five demands. 

These include the uncon-
ditional release of arrested 
protesters, an independent 
inquiry into police behav-
iour and genuine universal 
suffrage.

Protesters also want the 
authorities to stop denounc-
ing them as “rioters”. They 
argue that the state has 
unleashed the violence that 
has escalated the protests. 

As one demonstrator, 
James Ma, said, “The more 
they crack down, the more 
we need to come out because 
it’s our freedom to protest.” 

China marked its anni-
versary by showing off new 
weapons and holding a huge 
military parade in Beijing. 

President Xi threatened, 
“No force can obstruct the 
advance of the Chinese 
nation.”

The day marked a rev-
olution in China in 1949 
that dealt a serious blow to 
Western imperialism. But the 
revolution wasn’t made by 
ordinary people, and it didn’t 
bring about a socialist society 
under workers’ control. 

China is a ruthless global 
power—but so are the 
Western states it competes 
with. 

Looking to these to defend 
the interests of ordinary 
people, as some in Hong 
Kong have done, is a mistake. 

Britain ran Hong Kong 
until 1997 after snatch-
ing it from China as part 
of imperialist battles in the 
19th century. There was no 
democracy under British rule.

More protests and strikes 
are the way to win change.

On other pages
Revolt in Haiti grows 
>>Page 8

Protesters indicate their five demands

Police fired 
tear gas at 
protests, and 
activists threw 
petrol bombs

‘‘ 

Hong Kong
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CORRUPTION & HARASSMENT CLAIMS HIT THE TORIES’ CONFERENCE

JOHNSON FACES NEW CRISES
HOW THE RIGHT LIVES IN FEAR OF THE FUTURE >>PAGES 4&5
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TIME FOR  
 INDYREF2

GET THE TORIES OUT

MARCH FOR INDEPENDENCE 
SATURDAY 5 OCTOBER, ASSEMBLE 12 NOON
HOLYROOD PARK FOR MARCH TO THE MEADOWS.  
CALLED BY ALL UNDER ONE BANNER
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HISTORY

Can we learn 
from Gandhi’s 
non-violence?
BORN 150 years ago this 
week, Gandhi is a symbol for 
all those who want radical 
change without violent means.

He led the successful 
struggle for Indian 
independence and helped 
bring down the British Empire.

Can Gandhi’s  non‑violence 
guide those fighting for a 
better world today?
>>Pages 14&15

CLIMATE CHANGE

We need action 
now on the 
environment
CLIMATE ACTIVISTS have 
spoken out against the 
new climate bill passed 
in Holyrood last week.

Extinction Rebellion 
Scotland said the law would 
only give us a “50-50 chance 
of keeping warming below 
1.5 degrees”.

They are right. This bill 
does not go far enough.
>>Page 20

LABOUR

Corbyn pledges 
to scrap hated 
Universal Credit
THOUSANDS OF people 
facing poverty will have 
cheered news this week 
that Labour plans to scrap 
the Tories’ Universal 
Credit benefit. 

The hated scheme has 
plunged many into extreme 
poverty and misery.
>>Page 7



A much more dynamic 
push for indyref2 needed
by CHARLOTTE AHMED

THE GRASSROOTS campaign 
supporting independence for 
Scotland is continuing with an 
unprecedented series of major 
meetings and demonstrations. 

This will culminate in a huge 
demonstration in Edinburgh  this 
Saturday. 

All Under One Banner (AUOB) 
demonstrations, often the biggest 
for years, have taken place in 
Glasgow, Oban, Cambeltown, 
Aberdeen and Perth. 

There have been countless 
meetings, fundraising events and 
small demos in cities, towns and 
villages all over Scotland. 

Most were organised by an 
impressive array of local groups—
and not under the direct control of 
the Scottish National party (SNP). 

There is an increasing frustration 
with the conservatism of the SNP 
leadership and its obsession with 
Brexit. 

Chaos
This is fuelling a resurgence in 
local activism. People are acutely 
aware of the opportunity that the 
Brexit chaos engulfing the British 
government presents. 

They want to see a much 
more vigorous campaign for 
independence. 

It is a mistake for Labour to 
oppose independence and not to 
support a new referendum. 

T h e  d e m o s  h a v e  b e e n 
passionately anti-Tory, anti-racist 
and, contrary to accusations from 
some quarters, not tainted by toxic 
nationalism. 

As Brexit polarises politics, 
the independence movement is 
uniting people in a fight for a more 

progressive Scotland, bringing 
people from many different 
campaigns together. 

We have to keep building the 
movement, making links with 
groups such as trade unions and 
climate justice campaigns. 

We cannot wait for the SNP.  
Breaking up the British state is no 
small task and we need a movement 
equal to it.       

There remain major hurdles 
if independence is to become a 
reality. 

MARCHING IN Perth last month Picture: Hector Sierra

CATALONIA
Mobilisation 
after more 
repression
NINE CATALAN independence 
activists have been arrested 
on charges of terrorism and 
rebellion. The Spanish state 
deployed 500 police officers to 
carry out the arrests. 

The detainees are members 
of the Republican Defence 
Committees (CDR), a grassroots 
network set up to organise the 
unauthorised independence 
referendum in 2017.

The police claimed CDR 
activists were plotting violent 
actions. But it soon emerged all 
the explosive materials found in 
a warehouse were for fireworks 
in the Sabadell festivals. Two 

of the activists confessed to 
making and testing explosives. 

But this was after the 72 
hours of solitary confinement.

The anti-capitalist coalition 
CUP said, “This seems a clear 
case of police fabrication just 
before the verdict on the trial of 
the Catalan political prisoners 
for organising the referendum”. 

The Spanish supreme court 
is due to announce the result of 
the trial, with 12 politicians and 
activists expected to face long 
prison sentences.

Quim Torra, president of 
the pro-independence Catalan 
government, said repression 
remains “Spain’s only response”. 

Yet it is the strategy of 
appeasement pursued by his 
Catalan government that has 
led to the demobilisation of the 
movement. It has surrendered 
the initiative to the Spanish 
institutions time and again. 

Thousands took to the streets 
in Catalan cities in response 
to the arrests. There were also 
solidarity events elsewhere. 

Laura Crespi, who organised 
a solidarity protest in Edinburgh 
last Tuesday, told Socialist 
Worker, “We demand the release 
of each and every one of the 
political prisoners.”

This is a stark reminder of 
the lengths a capitalist state is 
willing to go to protect itself. 

But also that a successful 
movement needs to be capable 
of challenging its leaders when 
they vacillate.
Hector Sierra

  People who support independence want to 
see an end to austerity, cuts, war and racism
S U P P O R T  f o r 
Labour in Scotland 
has been in free 
fa l l  due  to  i ts 
 failure to support 
i n d e p e n d e n ce 
and indyref2.

Labour can only 
win a British general elec-
tion on a radical manifesto 
which challenges big busi-
ness and the  politicians 
who back it.

There is no contra-
diction between this and 
supporting the right of 
the people in Scotland 
to decide whether they 
want to remain part of 
Britain. The last few 

months have shown British politics 
is in a steep decline. 

And they have brought to 
the surface the brutality and 
undemocratic character of 
the Tories, the main political 

agents of the British state.

Vast
The vast majority of  working 
class people in Scotland who 
support independence do 
so because they want to 
see an end to austerity, 
cuts, war and racism. They 
want to see the back of Boris 
Johnson and Tory rule. 

Delegates to the Labour 
Party conference voted 
for a series of radical 

proposals including a green new 
deal, extensive nationalisation, and 
the abolition of private schools.

  If the bosses are able to beat 
back and undermine this, we should 
be in no doubt that this will make it 
harder to put forward a radical case 
for Scottish independence.

The Scottish independence 
movement cannot remain neutral in 
a battle between a radical Labour 
Party led by Jeremy Corbyn and a 
very right wing Tory party.

Workers in Scotland should sup-
port a Corbyn-led Labour govern-
ment. But they should also strongly  
demand our democratic right to 
hold a second Scottish independ-
ence referendum when we choose.
Bob FotheringhamFighting for indyref2

Join this assembly on 12 Oct
THE AUOB demos have been 
predominantly made up of 
working class people from the 
length and breadth of Scotland. 

We want to harness this 
growing movement and keep 
up the pressure on the SNP 
government for indyref2. 

On 12 October there will be 

an AUOB national assembly 
in Glasgow and we are 
inviting representatives from 
all the different Yes groups 
and campaigners to take the 
movement to the next level.
Keir McKechnie
Assembly, Sat 12 Oct, 1pm, Renfield 
St Stephens, 260 Bath Street, G2 4JP

Protest after the arrests

MARXISM IN 
SCOTLAND 

Ideas to change the World
Saturday 9 November

Meetings include  
lChris Stephens MP and 
Robin McAlpine from 
Common Weal debate 
how to win independence
lNeil Findlay MSP 
and Irish MP Richard 
Boyd Barrett join a 
discussion on the crises 
of the British state
Taking place at Renfield St 
Stephens Centre, 260 Bath St, 
Glasgow, G2 4JP. For details 
go to bit.ly/MinS2019

2 NEWS Socialist Worker 2 October 2019
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Defend the rights of 
EU migrants

Tour organised by 
UCU union and Stand 
Up To Racism
Speakers include 
activist and rapper 
Lowkey plus campaigners

lTue 8 Oct Edinburgh university
lWed 9 Oct Dundee university
lThu 10 Oct Glasgow university 
 
Details at Stand Up to Racism-Scotland on Facebook
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More online
For more on the climate, go to  
www.socialistworker.co.uk

  ACTION NOW ON 
  CLIMATE CHAOS  
by RAYMIE KIERNAN

MSPs AT Holyrood last 
week voted by 113 votes 
to zero, to adopt a new 
 c l imate bi l l .  Only the 
Greens abstained. 

The bill commits the 
Scottish government to ensur-
ing Scotland would be a net 
zero carbon society by 2045.

It drew immediate criticism 
from Extinction Rebellion 
(XR) Scotland who said in 
a statement  that politicians 
had given us a “50-50 chance 
of keeping warming below 
1.5 degrees”. 

I t  added,  “Any r i se 
above 1.5 degrees will 
see catastrophic global 
consequences—we are 
already seeing ecosystems 
collapsing and people dying 
across the planet. 

“You wouldn’t get in a car 
that had a 50-50 chance of 
arriving at its destination, 
so why are we allowing our 
politicians to sleepwalk us 
into a catastrophe?”

During the Holyrood 
debate the Scottish National 
Party (SNP) environment 
secretary insisted the climate 
bill’s 2045 target was “the 

maximum possible ambition”. 
B u t  t h e  S c o t t i s h 

government was pushed 
to increase targets for cuts 
in emissions from 70 to 
75 percent by 2030 after a 
Labour amendment. 

The Greens amendment 

calling for a 80 percent cut 
by 2030 fell. 

Only five days before the 
vote, tens of thousands took 
to the streets across Scotland. 

One of the organisers 
of the 15,000-strong 20 
September climate strike 

march in Glasgow was Emil 
Carr, who was “incredibly 
disappointed” by the climate 
bill. 

“The 2045 target is lethally 
too late,” Emil told Socialist 
Worker. “We need to be 
carbon neutral by 2030. It’s 

crucial that we provide a just 
transition protecting workers. 
I can’t see how they can solve 
the climate crisis without 
social justice.”

Student striker Ruby 
Hirsch echoed Emil’s point 
when she spoke to the rally 

on 20 September in Glasgow. 
She said the climate crisis is 
now a key driver of migration 
globally and condemned the 
likes of Boris Johnson and 
Donald Trump for whipping 
up hatred against refugees.

Ruby said, “These are also 
the same politicians who 
do nothing to address the 
climate crisis. 

“We can’t let them get 
away with scapegoating 
vulnerable people that 
deserve our humanity not 
our hatred. 

It is essential that as part 
of the inspiring and growing 
mass global movement for 
the climate, anti-racism and 
defence of refugees and 
migrants is at its centre.”

N e a r l y  s i x  m o n t h s 
ago, first minister Nicola 
Sturgeon declared a climate 
emergency. 

XR Scotland was right 
to say that the climate bill 
passed last week “is not 
what an emergency response 
looks like—this response is 
business as usual”.

SCHOOL STRIKERS in Glasgow on 20 September  Picture: Andrew McGowAn

COUNCILS

We can’t wait—system change not climate change 
FIRST MINISTER Nicola 
Sturgeon succumbed 
to the pressure of the 
youth climate strikes 
and Extinction Rebellion 
(XR) protests and 
declared a climate 
emergency in April.

 Only weeks later the 
SNP‑run Glasgow city 
council followed suit. 

But frustration has 
grown with its slow 
progress to respond with 
emergency measures.

XR Glasgow activists 
disrupted a council 
meeting last week that 
was due to make a 
final decision about the 
council’s action plan. 

They stood up in the 

council chamber holding 
placards with slogans 
such as, “Too little, too 
late”, “Climate Citizens’ 
Assembly now” and “Zero 
emissions by 2025”.

The scale of the climate 
crisis demands urgent 
radical action confronting 
fossil fuel firms’ interests, 
or support for bigger 
airports or fracking. 

It demands a just 
transition for working 
class people and their 
communities, not looking 
after the rich. 

The politicians have 
failed us, and we’re 
running out of time. 

We must act now to 
overturn them.Taking the message to Glasgow councillors
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