
ANTI-RACISM

Postal workers’ unofficial 
strike against racism 
HUNDREDS OF postal workers in the north 
west of England have joined a strike against 
alleged racist bullying of a Muslim colleague.

Workers in Merseyside walked out last 
week. They were later joined by the giant 
Warrington mail centre in Cheshire.

>>Page 7

IMPERIALISM

Trump gives go-ahead 
for invasion of Syria 
DONALD TRUMP this week approved 
plans for Turkey to invade northern 
Syria. The move marks yet another 
betrayal of the Kurdish people who 
have fought for an independent state.

>>Page 20

SCOTLAND

Biggest protest yet 
demands independence 
AROUND 200,000 people joined a march 
for Scottish independence in Edinburgh on 
Saturday. The march was a sea of Scottish 
Saltire flags but it was also strongly anti‑Tory, 
with many chanting, “Tories out, Boris out” 
and “Boris where’s yur troosers?”

>>Page 6

US AND Turkish forces on joint patrol in
northern Syria last week

 MASS CLIMATE ACTION CAN WIN

IT’S RIGHT
TO REBEL

How corporations and mainstream 
politicians try to co-opt radical 

struggle   >>Page 5

CLIMATE MOVEMENT’S 
FAKE FRIENDS‘NATIONAL UNITY’

ONLY FOR BOSSES
Why the 
argument for a 
government of 
‘national unity’ is 
a trap
>>Page 6
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‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Police blasted on 
eco anarchy’
A headline from The Sun on 
the XR rebellion in London

‘Thousands of 
eco warriors 
brought  
London to a 
standstill’
The Sun admits the strength of 
the rebellion

‘Demands 
are patently 
unrealistic
The Daily Mail

‘The full force of 
the law’
What Boris Johnson wants 
cops to use against protesters

‘Uncooperative 
crusties’
Johnson on protesters

‘Effectively 
anarchists’
Tory MP Philip Davies attacks 
protesters

‘Where are water 
cannons when 
you need them?’
Brexit Party MEP Martin 
Daubney tweets

‘Anarchy’
Brexit Party leader Nigel 
Farage on the protests

‘We’ve got to 
clear the streets’
Farage continues

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ@

EXTINCTION REBELLION protesters in Amsterdam in the Netherlands

International rebellion 
reaches sixty countries 
ORGANISERS SAY rebels 
in around 60 countries 
will take action during the 
two-week International 
Rebellion. 

By Tuesday morning, 
Extinction Rebellion (XR) in 
Britain was reporting 754 
arrests. 

In Austria, hundreds of 
people shut down traffic in 
Vienna. 

X R  A u s t r i a  s a i d , 
“Government inaction leaves 
us no choice.

“We no longer want to 
watch as politicians gamble 
away the future of our chil-
dren and we will risk taking  
punishment rather than  
continuing to do nothing.” 

At least 42 activists were 
arrested during protests in 
Wellington, New Zealand. 

Protesters spent eleven 
hours on the streets outside 
parliament, through a main 
bus thoroughfare. 

Occupied
Rebels occupied a branch of 
the ANZ bank, where five 
people glued themselves to a 
glass wall inside the building. 

In  the  Nether lands ,  
police pulled apart those 
staging a sit-in. 

XR estimated that around 
80 people had been arrested 
b y  m i d - a f t e r n o o n  o n  
Monday. 

A rebel kitchen was seized 
in Amsterdam, where police 
blocked residents who 
wanted to bring food to sup-
port protesters. 

Activists reported that 
“busloads” of protesters were 
arrested and carted off. 

In Moldova in eastern 
Europe, fake blood was 
poured in front of key gov-
ernment buildings, in a 
stunt named “blood of our 
children”.

In Cape Town, South 
Africa, protesters demon-
strated outside the Media24 
headquarters. 

Placards focused on the 
environmental destruction of 
forests. 

XR protests hit at least 
s ix  c i t i e s  in  Canada , 

where activists blocked 
busy roads on bridges.  
Police arrested rebels in 
Halifax and Toronto.

Rebels blocked the centre 
of Paris in France and held 
some streets until Tuesday 
morning.

Cops made at least 28 
arrests in New York, where 
a “declaration of rebellion” 
was read at City Hall and a 
funeral procession began in 
Battery Park.

At Wall Street, demon-
strators held a die-in at the 
famous charging bull statue. 

Protesters in Argentina 

blocked the entrance to 
multinational Monsanto in 
Buenos Aires. 

Berlin in Germany hosted 
an evening party on Monday 
as rebels took to the occu-
pied streets with music and 
bicycles. 

Hundreds of protesters set 
up camp in Dublin and left 
a coffin carrying the earth 
at Leinster House, the Irish 
parliament.

The global mobilisation 
was a big escalation from 
XR actions in April and  
many more actions were 
planned. 

NEWS

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5620 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working class 
rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, protests 
and pickets that can beat back the bosses 
and bigots. 

We tell the truth and bring socialist 
politics to the battle to stop catastrophic 

climate change. Last week Socialist Worker 
brought news of the seven million people 
joining climate strikes. 

This week we have been reporting on the 
Extinction Rebellion actions in London and 
across the world. We are asking everyone 
who backs Socialist Worker to donate 
as much as they can and help fund the 
resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£75,000

£25,000

Total so far 
£57,050

Telling the truth about XR and the climate rebellion

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
l Shutdown City 

Airport  
Thursday 10 October–
Saturday 12 October
XR will occupy the 
departures lounge of 
City Airport in east 
London for three days, in 
what it is saying will be 
the biggest mass action 
of the rebellion. 

Assemble at the 
airport 9am. Go to  
bit.ly/XRcityairport

 

l Student assembly  
Friday 11 October

A mass meeting will 
be held at the Global 
Justice site hosted by XR 
Universities. 5pm-7pm, 
St James’s Park (The 
Birdcage Walk side).  
    Go to bit.ly/XR19x

l Trade unionists join 
the rebellion  

Saturday 12 October 
 A rally inviting workers 
and trade unions to 
raise the alarm about 
the climate crisis, before 
joining the Extinction 
March.

There will also be a 
bloc representing the 
climate strike. 

Assemble at Trafalgar 
Square at 12.30pm  
    Go to 
bit.ly/xrtradeunion 

l Extinction March 
Saturday 12 October

 A funeral procession 
throughout the streets 
of London to highlight 
the mass extinctions 
caused by the climate 
emergency. Participants 
are encouraged to wear 
black, white and pink. 
Assembly point to be 
confirmed, 2pm. Go to 
bit.ly/extinctionmarch  
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VOICES OF XR
‘It’s raising 
awareness’
“MY SPIRITS are high. 
I’m feeling a real sense of 
solidarity among the rebels.

“People are putting 
themselves in uncomfortable 
situations. When it was 
raining last night there 
was so much solidarity for 
the people locked on—and 
people cheered for them 
when they were taken away.”
Ben 

“WE KNOW the police are 
not going to be as sensitive 
as they were in April. But 
they’re polite. 

“We’re all together. I’ve 
never felt more love for these 
people.”
David Williams, ex-farmer 
from Wales

“We’re all pretty positive. 
People have been willing to 
get arrested. 

“We’re taking up a lot 
of resources, which is part 
of the process for putting 
pressure on the state. 

“In terms of raising 
awareness, it’s doing the job.

“In the last thirty years, 
the current political and 
economic system has done 
nothing to solve climate 
change. 

“This is the only way to get 
the change we need.”
John, from Liverpool 

“I’M HERE because of the 
scale of the potential crisis 
and the fact that not enough 
is being done about it to 
make a difference. 

We held a citizens’ 
assembly, which gave us an 
opportunity to talk about 
how we’re feeling. It’s a good 
system for deciding the next 
steps. 

“The climate crisis isn’t 
short term enough for 
politicians to put at the top 
of their list. Although it’s 
immediate, it doesn’t fit their 
schemes.”
Emily

“I SLEPT overnight in the 
camp. It was a bit lumpy and 
a bit bumpy, but a lovely 
atmosphere. 

“I just feel like I’ve got 
to do this. I would say to 
anyone thinking of joining the 
rebellion—‘Just do it, come 
and experience it.’ 

“I really believe in what 
we’re doing.”
Kate

Defiance and debates 
ignite climate movement
THE EXTINCTION Rebellion (XR) 
rising in London at the start of 
this week was defiant, determined 
and a huge boost to the climate 
movement.

All those who took part have 
shamed the do-nothing politicians 
and the profit-grabbing corporations.

The actions triggered wide 
debates. One is over whether the 
movement can involve wider groups 
of people. XR rebels stressed that 
 everyone needs to be involved.

Protester James wore a hi-vis 
jacket emblazoned with the legend, 
“Bricklayer—not a hippy.”

“You hear in the media about 
XR that says they’re a lot of smelly 
 hippies,” he said. 

“There are a lot of teachers, poets 
and artists here but not many ‘old fash-
ioned’ working class people. So that’s 
why I chose to say I was a bricklayer.”

In addition to the larger protest 
camps, there were also smaller ones 
in the streets of Westminster.

A camp outside the Home Office 
hosted a question and answer session 
with climate scientists. 

It gave deep insight into the far 
reaching effects of climate change—
but also the nature of the system that 
causes it.

One person asked whether it was a 
problem that the media often frame 
climate change as a question of 
simply reducing carbon emissions—
“as just a numbers game”.

A scientist replied that simply 
focusing on limiting emissions 

suggests that “we can achieve what 
needs to be done within the system 
we have now. That is not the case. 

“I don’t think a nicer, more smiley 
version of capitalism can save us. We 
need to stop the pursuit of profit—
and pursue survival.”

Rebels hope to hold their protest 
spaces in London for two weeks, or 

until their three demands are met. 
These are that the government 

“tells the truth” by declaring a cli-
mate emergency, acts now to cut 
emissions and that the fight over  
climate change be “beyond politics”.

With hundreds of police on the 
streets, there is no knowing how long 
activists will be able to resist.

Their occupation should be a focus 
for all those wanting to fight back 
against a system that destroys our 
planet and pollutes our world.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Police try to contain rebels
POLICE HAVE tried to contain and 
limit the climate protests in London. 
Cops arrested nearly 300 people 
on the first day of the International 
Rebellion on Monday. 

Ahead of the rebellion, the 
Metropolitan Police had asked for 
more powers and help from other 
forces to move protesters. 

And cops from the Territorial 
Support Group used a battering 
ram to gain entry to an Extinction 
Rebellion (XR) warehouse last 
Saturday.

They confiscated equipment, 
including six vans, bins, food and 
disabled toilets. 

Chaotic scenes saw officers stop 
anyone leaving the police cordon 
with equipment.

They arrested ten rebels, who 
were accused of conspiracy to cause 
a public nuisance and conspiracy to 
obstruct the highway.

XR said it would take legal advice 
on whether the actions amounted 
to a “violation of the police’s duty 
of care and of the public right to 
protest”.

But it also said, “The escalating 

of pre-emptive tactics by the 
government and police is a sign that 
we are being acknowledged as a 
significant movement.”

“We call for rebels to remain 
adaptable, creative and joyful 
whatever we are presented with.”

The cops want to make the 
climate actions less effective 
because their job is to keep the 
system running smoothly (see page 
5). 

To make sure protests are 
effective, we have to be prepared to 
take them on.

Media won’t tell the truth
RIGHT wing 
newspapers 
scoured 
social media 
to find people 
who opposed 
the protests. 
Several reported 
that a cancer 
patient was 
delayed getting to 
hospital because 
protesters blocked roads.

The Sun quoted an “NHS 
worker” who said, “The protest 
is effectively risking lives.”

The Daily Mail claimed a 
delivery driver faced losing pay 
after being forced to abandon 
his vehicle when he was caught 
in the road blockades.

In July, the media leapt on 
the case of a man in Bristol 
who couldn’t see his dying 
father in hospital after climate 
protesters blocked a road. 

But the papers only seem to 
care about ordinary people being 
inconvenienced when they can 

pin the blame on other 
ordinary people. 

These same 
papers back the 
Tories, whose cuts, 
privatisation and 
attacks on benefits 
pose a much 
bigger danger. 
Their real 

agenda is to undermine 
support for the protests and to 
protect “business as usual”.

Many of those affected by the 
protests supported the actions.

“I was on my way to an 
appointment at St Thomas’ 
Hospital opposite parliament 
when I came across the XR 
blockade on Westminster 
Bridge,” one patient told 
Socialist Worker. “Blocking 
the bridge meant I couldn’t 
take the bus to the entrance.

“But far from being angry 
about it, I beamed with pride 
as I crossed the river on foot. 
How great it is to see people 
fighting back, I thought.”

Socialist Worker 9 October 2019

Police surround a protester

John

PROTESTERS IN Trafalgar Square on Monday                                                                  Picture: extinction rebellion
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Discussing global justice 
XR YOUTH activists 
gathered in St James’s 
Park on Tuesday for 
a day themed around 
migrant justice.

Activists discussed 
the links between 
climate justice and 
the way indigenous 
people have been 
driven from their land 
and robbed of their 
cultures.

Climate change 
will force hundreds of 
millions of people to 
become refugees.

There has to be 
a fight both against 
climate change 
and for welcoming 
everyone who is 
forced to flee from it. 

One activist said, 
“You can’t separate 
the way that migrants 
have been treated 
from the way that 
governments ignore 
the global picture. 

“War and 
racism and climate 
change are all 
interconnected.

“It’s great to be at 
a gathering where 
it’s possible to bring 
these together.”

XR Youth says it is 
united by “an urge to 
stand up and say no 
to this toxic system. 
Not unemployed 
hippies, not Etonians. 

“Normal people. 
That’s what makes us 
so powerful.”

It has other events 
planned, including 
a mass action at 
the Department for 
Education. 

This will demand 

that schools, colleges 
and universities 
reveal the truth about 
climate change rather 
than ignoring or 
covering it up.  

“Liberated 
education means 
education that 
motivates people to 
action over climate 
change,” said one 
activist.
Welcoming refugees is 
one of the themes at 
the Stand Up To Racism 
conference in London on 
Saturday 19 October.  
For details go to  
bit.ly/SUTR2019

XR brings 
vibrant 
festival of 
resistance 
to London  
by SARAH BATES and NICK CLARK 

TWO DAYS of action in central 
London at the start of this week 
showed the mood to fight over 
climate change.

Extinction Rebellion (XR) began 
14 days of action on Monday with 
occupations of 12 sites includ-
ing at Millbank, Marsham Street, 
Whitehall, The Mall and St James’s 
Park. 

The spaces had different themes 
such as Peace, Rewilding and Love 
and Rebellion.

Cops cleared occupations at 
Lambeth and Westminster bridges, 
but not without resistance. 

And thousands of rebels remained 
camped out in Westminster on 
Tuesday, having repelled police 
attempts to clear them at most sites.

The action followed XR occupa-
tions of central London sites in April 
that pushed climate change to the top 
of the political agenda.

Protester Hannah told Socialist 
Worker she wanted to be on the 
streets because “XR is 
all about action”.

“Before April I was 
feeling pretty des-
perate about the loss 
of wildlife and the 
changing climate,” 
she said. “I was  feeling 
powerless.

“But then I thought, 
‘Oh my god, people 
are actually chang-
ing things.’ This is 
 something I can do 
beyond recycling.”

Chris travelled from 
Glasgow to join the 
rebellion because he is 
“gripped by the climate 
emergency”.

“ I  fee l  anx ious 
at times, but this is 
 exciting,” he told Socialist 
Worker.

Many others also said 
XR has given them a new 
sense of hope. Nicki told 
Socialist Worker, “I’ve got 
six grandkids–what will the 
 climate be like for them?

“It’s so easy to feel despondent and 
demoralised, but getting together 
gives us the sense we can change 
something.”

The occupations turned central 
London into a festival of resistance, 
full of creative actions. 

Two XR cricket teams battled 
each other by Parliament Square. 
A colourful group dressed as the 
“four horsemen of the apocalypse”  
protested on Whitehall.

Others performed cl imate  
catastrophe themed theatre pieces 
while others organised meditation 
sessions.

At the “Love and Rebellion” 
site behind Horse Guards Parade, 
activists held a banner declaring, 
“Climate change has no borders.”

By late Monday morning, up 
to 3,000 rebels had gathered in 
Trafalgar Square, where samba 
bands kept people dancing. 

Rebels erected a three metre high 
scaffolding on a nearby roundabout 
and hung a banner from it declaring, 
“There is no planet B.”

Activists locked themselves to 
cars, vans, a 
hearse and a 
model missile 

to keep cars off 
the roads. 

Roadb locks 
w e r e  s e t 
u p  a r o u n d 
parliament. 

One protester 
to ld  Soc ia l i s t 
W o r k e r  s h e 
would stay at a 
 roadblock “for as 
long as it takes”.

But she wasn’t 
prepared to be 
arrested.  “You 
don ’ t  have to 
be,”  she said. 
“Just being here 
is  contributing. 
If everyone got 
a r r e s t e d ,  w h o 

would be left to 
protest?”

Dave Barns came 
from Leeds to join 
the rebellion, and 
was threatened with 

arrest. “I don’t want to be arrested,” 
he said. “But that will be a drop in 
the ocean compared to the climate 
catastrophe.”

Attention
Others did want to be arrested, 
 arguing that this draws more 
 attention to the climate crisis. 

On Tuesday, activists targeted 
government departments. Protests 
hit the Department of Transport, 
the Home Office, the Department 
for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy and the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs.

The government declared a  
“climate emergency” on 1 May, but 
XR said since then there has been 
“no truth or action”.

Katherine, who had been  blocking 
The Mall as part of the action on 

Monday, told Socialist Worker, 
“There’s no leadership from the top. 
Therefore people have to act.

“I can’t express my utter despera-
tion and I hope to influence people. 
We’ve been called to arms.”

Lucy from Islington said, “Our 
politicians aren’t doing anything and 
they won’t until we punch them in 
the face. 

We need to punch them in the 
face with facts and statistics.”

XR created a “fledgling forest” 
of 800 trees in Old Palace Yard by 
 parliament on Tuesday. 

And a People’s Assembly in 
 parliament discussed the 
climate crisis and how to 
tackle it.

P o l i c e  w e r e  m o r e 
 confrontational than they were 
during the April rebellion. 

They impounded XR vans, 

arrested drivers and confiscated 
equipment.

XR has encouraged people to be 
positive towards them–but there 
were mixed views.

Chants of, “Whose streets? Our 
streets!” were followed by chants 
of, “Police, we love you–we’re doing 
this for your children.”

At an open mic session on 
Millbank, one rebel asked the 
crowd, “Do we love the police?” The 
 majority shouted back, “No!”

One rebel sitting in the road said, 
“Arrest the politicians, not us.”

LONDON’S WHITEHALL on Tuesday morning Picture: Guy Smallman

For updates, analysis and debates 
as the XR Rebellion unfolds go to 
socialistworker.co.uk

For earlier reports see:
lCops clamp down on climate 
activists ahead of international 
rebellion bit.ly/SWXRone
lThousands in London as 
international climate rebellion 
begins bit.ly/SWXRtwo
lActivists hold sites in London on first day of 
climate rebellion bit.ly/SWXRthree

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

REBELLION MUST BEWARE 
OF FALSE FRIENDS

 F
ALSE FRIENDS are 
clustering around the 
climate movement. They 
know that millions of 
people across the world 

support climate action to avert 
catastrophe. Instead of denying 
the need for it, they pose as 
sympathetic but “reasonable”.

The bosses’ organisation the 
Confederation of British Industry 
reacted to Extinction Rebellion 
(XR) by saying climate change 
required “real solutions from the 
government and business—as well 
as changes to the way each of us 
live—right now”. 

“Protesters should now 
focus their efforts on working 
constructively with others to 
implement realistic plans to tackle 
the climate crisis,” it added.

By “realistic” they mean not 
interfering with profits and the 
power of the corporations. 

Big business can cloak itself in 
green clothing, but its overriding 
obsession is accumulation.

There cannot be the sort of 
fundamental change we need in a 
world dominated by the priorities 
of billionaires and multinationals. 

They will put profit first even if 
it destroys humanity.

Oil and gas companies have 

approved over £40 billion in 
investments in the last year. They 
don’t anticipate any serious curbs 
on fossil fuels any time soon.

A spokesperson for London 
mayor Sadiq Khan said on 
Monday that Khan “totally agrees 
with the protesters’ view that 
the government needs to stop 
ignoring the climate emergency”. 

“However, he will not support 
illegal action,” they added.

But that limits our resistance 
to only taking action that the 
authorities decide is acceptable. 

And we know they use 
restrictions on protests,  
anti-union laws, surveillance and 
trumped-up charges to hobble the 
fightback.

Laws that are driving us to 
extinction—and that protect a 
world dominated by austerity and 
racism—have to be confronted.

The real allies of those inspired 
by XR are the school students 
and the seven million climate 
strikers globally who took action 
recently. 

We need a combination of 
militancy, defiance and mass 
action. We need more strikes 
because that’s where the source 
of profits can be turned off most 
effectively by direct workers’ 
action.

Neither climate change nor 
the resistance are going away.  
Winning requires escalation of all 
the aspects of the revolt.

But it has to be directed at 
capitalism, the system whose 
twisted logic menaces us all. 

And there is no national 
solution to climate change.We 
must take on a world divided by 
borders and competing nation 
states. It’s crucial that the protests 
have globalised because the 
solution has to be international.    

Climate change is a struggle 
that intersects with many other 
struggles. It can’t be separated 
from the fight for workers’ power 
and socialist change. 

COPS AREN’T ON OUR SIDE
 POLICE ACTIONS against 

Extinction Rebellion (XR) 
show their job is to ensure 

business as usual under capitalism. 
On the first day of the rebellion 

in London cops arrested  
hundreds of people and tried to 
move on some of the occupations. 

Ahead of the rebellion, riot 
cops broke into an XR warehouse 
in south London and  
pre-emptively arrested people. 

As they bravely defied the 
cops on the streets, some rebels 
chanted at them, “We’re doing it 

for your children.” Everyone will 
be affected by climate catastrophe, 
but the police will never be on 
protesters’ side. 

Cops have a long history of 
using force against people who 
take to the streets. 

In Hong Kong police have 
repeatedly tried to beat  
pro-democracy protesters off the 
streets. 

And in “democratic” France 
armed cops have maimed scores 
of Yellow Vest protesters.  Violence 
and arrests are not the work of a 

“few rotten apples” in the police 
force. 

The police force is an arm of 
the state.

 And the state is not 
accountable to ordinary people—
it is a capitalist state that our 
rulers use to protect their  
profit-making ability and their 
power.  

The majority of police time 
is not spent “solving crimes”, 
and they focus mainly on thefts 
against the rich—while corporate 
criminals get off.

The revolt has to 
be directed at 
capitalism, the 
system that 
menaces us all 

‘‘ 
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XR Youth in tent debate

Enough
Determined
protester



ANALYSIS 
CHARLIE KIMBER

 ‘National unity’ is  
 only for the bosses
AMID THE stew of Brexit speculation, there are more 
calls for a “national unity” government. 

Leaders of the European Union (EU) have made it clear 
that they won’t accept the proposals Boris Johnson put 
forward last week for a deal to leave on 31 October.

Faced with their opposition, Johnson sent contradictory 
signals. 

On Friday of last week at Scotland’s highest court, papers 
were submitted outlining the government’s position. In them 
Johnson accepted he must send a letter requesting a Brexit 
delay until the end of January 2020 if there is no deal in 
place by 19 October. 

On this basis the court on Monday dismissed an attempt 
to enforce further the requirement for Johnson to call for an 
extension.

But later last Friday Johnson had tweeted, “New deal or 
no deal—but no delay.” That seems to indicate he won’t ask 
for an extension.

So opposition parties—from Labour to the Scottish 
National Party to the Lib Dems to Plaid Cymru—have 
considered installing a “caretaker” government. 

Lib Dem leader Jo Swinson says she is in favour of it, but 
not if it is headed by Jeremy Corbyn.

Labour says this shows the Lib Dems are more committed 
to stopping Corbyn than they are to blocking no-deal.

Swinson retorts that Labour’s failure to back an 
alternative to Corbyn shows they are more committed to 
winning office than they are to stopping no-deal. 

But the real issue is that any such “national unity” 
government is a trap and a fraud. It is a right wing 
alternative to a general election, an avoidance of 
confrontation with the Tories. It would be a front for the 
interests of the neoliberal EU. 

It would intensify Johnson’s fake claim to be standing up 
against the elites, courts and MPs who want to snuff out the 
votes of 17.4 million Leave voters.

And it would give him further space to ratchet up his 
racism and scapegoating which is giving oxygen to the far 
right. 

Scheme
One scheme trailed last week was for Commons speaker 
John Bercow to head up such a government.

Other names mentioned were Labour MPs Margaret 
Beckett, Keir Starmer—or Ed Miliband. Even Tory MP 
Kenneth Clarke has his supporters.

Such a government would be dedicated to stopping 
Brexit—and preventing Corbyn ever becoming prime 
minister. 

Even if Corbyn was the leader of such a government he 
would be the prisoner of his own right wing and the assorted 
jumble of opposition figures who want to protect big 
business interests. 

It might begin claiming to be a temporary mechanism 
to stop no-deal and then call an election. But the pressure 
would be to stay in office and call a second EU referendum. 

This could further strengthen Johnson and the far right.
Anyone who backs such a government is repeating one of 

Labour’s greatest betrayals—Ramsay MacDonald’s decision 
to form a national government in 1931.

MacDonald’s Labour government had taken office in 1929 
just as a howling economic slump swept across the world.

Labour’s manifesto promised “more generous 
maintenance for the unemployed”.

Instead MacDonald came under pressure from the bankers 
and the bosses to make the unemployed pay for the crisis. 
The Labour cabinet voted 11 to nine in favour of a  
10 percent cut in unemployment benefit.

But the bankers had demanded that the vote be 
unanimous. Unable to secure this, MacDonald went to king 
George V to offer his resignation. 

The king said instead of resigning MacDonald should 
head a national government, and he agreed.  The following 
election saw Labour all but wiped out. And MacDonald’s 
national government paved the way for a Tory victory a few 
years later.

“National unity” is always a cover for the bosses’ interests. 
There should instead be a fight and more struggle to get the 
Tories out. 

THE MARCH saw people come from all over Scotland  Picture: Andrew McGowAn

 Indyref2 march in Scotland  
 shows thirst for real change
A HUGE march for Scottish 
i n d e p e n d e n ce  swe p t 
through Edinburgh last 
Saturday.

Organisers All Under 
One Banner (AUOB) said 
that over 200,000 took part 
and that it was the “the 
biggest demonstration for  
independence in Scottish 
history”.

The most popular chant 
was, “What do we want? 
Independence. When do we 
want it? Now.” 

But there were also lots of 
calls for, “Tories out, Boris 
out”, “Boris where’s yur troos-
ers!” and, “Boris Johnson, 
dead in a ditch.”

Flags
The sea of Scottish Saltire 
f lags was interspersed 
with flags of Catalonia and 
Palestine, along with hun-
dreds of anti-Tory placards.

An  AUOB spokesper-
son said that the “current  
po l i t i c a l  c l ima te  and 
Westminster chaos” has 
“built momentum” in the  
independence movement.

As well as the desire to 
win independence, many 
marchers said they wanted 
soc i a l  change—ac t i on 
against climate change, poor  
housing, the cruelty of 
Universal Credit and low pay.

Malcolm from Aberdeen 
said, “It’s not enough to move 
a parliament from London to 
Edinburgh. 

“We have to change the 
way society is run. I have 

been on Extinction Rebellion 
events and I know that there 
won’t be much of any sort 
of society left if we don’t act 
over the climate.”

Another driver of support 
for independence is Brexit. 

Some marchers had the 
European Union stars printed 
on top of the Scottish flag.

Helen was carrying a  
p l a c a r d  s a y i n g ,  “ N o  
smacking, no fracking, no  
union- jacking!” It referenced 
the Scottish parliament’s 
recent vote against hitting 
children. 

“I think we can have a  

better Scotland and it will 
come much more quickly if 
we break from Britain,” she 
told Socialist Worker. 

“I don’t see how anyone 
can look at the Westminster 
parliament and think they 
want more of that.”

Views 
T h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t 
views about how to win  
independence. 

Marche r  Anne  s a id 
that she thought there 
was a  need for  some 
patience. “We need to keep  
marching, voting for the 
Scottish National Party 
(SNP), and building an 
unstoppable force that can 
win a vote when the time 
comes,” she said.

B u t  m a n y  o t h e r  
marchers think that won’t 
work. “Call the independence  
referendum now, whether 
Boris Johnson likes it or not,” 
said Gerry. 

Joan said, “You don’t get 
free by being polite, you have 
to work for it and fight for it.

“Let’s take advantage 
of the chaos of the British 
political system. 

“Everything’s a mess, it’s 
time to act.” 

And Ian said he didn’t trust 
the SNP “to be determined 
and defiant enough to get the 
sort of change we need”.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

The SNP don’t cut it 
SNP LEADER and first 
minister Nicola Sturgeon 
tweeted in support of the 
march in Edinburgh but 
was not there in person. 

There was some 
criticism that the 
SNP had not made 
enough effort to build a 
movement in the streets 
and that most top SNP 
MPs and MSPs were 
absent.

“They’re embarrassed 
sometimes by large 
crowds being noisy for 
indy,” said Ian.

The Labour Party 
has refused to back 
independence or 
even the right of the 

Scottish parliament to 
decide when another 
referendum should be 
held. 

In doing so it has cut 
itself off from a very big 
social movement that 
broadly reflects social 
democratic politics.

Several marchers told 
Socialist Worker they 
quite like Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn, but are 
repulsed by Scottish 
Labour and want a party 
that backs independence.

Independence will be 
advanced best if there 
is a clear link to action 
against austerity, racism 
and climate change.
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 Unofficial post walkout  
 to  back a Muslim worker
HUNDREDS OF postal workers 
struck unofficially last week over 
racism and victimisation.

The action started when 50 work-
ers in the CWU union at Merseyside’s 
Bootle and Seaforth delivery office 
walked out on Wednesday of last 
week. It was in response to an 
alleged racist comment made by a 
manager to a Muslim worker.

Two days later hundreds of work-
ers at the Warrington mail centre, 
the North West hub and another 
office walked out in solidarity.

The strike spread to Warrington 
after drivers from the mail centre 
were suspended for refusing to 
cross the picket line at Bootle. 

Workers at the Warrington offices 
returned after the drivers were fully 
reinstated and given back pay.

They will not be asked to cross 
picket lines in the future.

But the strike was still on at 
Bootle on Monday this week.

Speaking to Socialist Worker 
last week, one CWU member in the 
Bootle office said, “We stand up for 
one another, that’s the rule here. 

“We are not going to let manag-
ers use any sort of attacks to weaken 
us.

“There are people from different 
backgrounds here but we are all 
workers and trade union members 
and we know to stick together or 
we’re lost.

Accused
“I don’t want to go back to work-
ing with a manager who stands 
accused of racism. Racism is  
something for trade unions to take 
up and oppose.”

The unofficial action comes as 
CWU members across Britain vote 
on whether to strike over Royal Mail 
plans to attack their conditions and 
slash jobs. 

The ballot closes next Tuesday. 
All the signs are that a hugely 
energetic campaign will deliver 
a very big vote for strikes—well 
over the Tories’ 50 percent turnout 
threshold.

It must then be turned into effec-
tive action as soon as possible. 

The Bootle worker said the mood 
over the national ballot is giving 
post workers confidence.

“There a strong feeling in the 
branch at the moment because of 
the national strike ballot,” they 
said. “We’re all lining up to sup-
port a fight. I think that has helped 

us take action now.” Dave Ward, 
the union’s general secretary, said 
that the national campaign to win 
a strike vote against Royal Mail 
attacks “has made me prouder than 
ever to lead the union”.

“A new era of trade unionism 
is being born and we stand at the  
forefront of it,” he said.

The post strikers have given a 

lesson on how to bring anti-racism 
into the workplace. 

And they have shown how anti-
racism is crucial to working class 
unity.

On other pages...
A warning of how the right can 
win >>Pages 10&11

IN BRIEF
Thomas Cook 
payout scandal
NEW REVELATIONS have shown 
that failed travel firm Thomas 
Cook paid out over  
£20 million in fees to lawyers, 
major accounting groups, and 
leading restructuring advisers 
just days before it crashed.

Around 21,000 workers lost 
their jobs globally including 
9,000 in Britain when the firm 
collapsed. 

They have not been paid 
since.

A group of Thomas Cook 
workers protested at Downing 
Street last week, demanding an 
inquiry into the collapse.

Grenfell findings 
set for release
A REPORT investigating the 
cause of the Grenfell Tower fire 
that took 72 lives in 2017 is to 
publish its initial findings by  
30 October. 

This follows six months of 
delays, causing anger among 
those affected by the tragedy. 

The second stage of the 
investigation is set to start in 
January and will look into the 
condition of the building at the 
time of the fire.

Some families fear that 
publishing the initial findings 
the day before Britain is set 
to leave the European Union 
means they will be “buried”.

Retrial begins 
for Duckenfield
THE RETRIAL of David 
Duckenfield was set to begin at 
Preston crown court this week. 

Duckenfield was police match 
commander during the 1989 
Hillsborough football disaster. 

Some 96 Liverpool fans died 
after being crushed in pens.

Duckenfield denies charges 
of manslaughter by gross 
negligence of 95 fans. 

He cannot be tried for the 
death of the 96th victim, Tony 
Bland, as he died more than a 
year and a day after his injuries 
were caused.

Baby left to die 
in Sodexo jail
A BABY died in prison on Friday 
of last week after a woman 
prisoner was left to give birth 
alone in her cell. 

Police are investigating the 
death at HMP Bronzefield, 
Britain’s biggest female prison. 

It is run by Sodexo Justice 
Services.

Four women have died there 
since July 2016. An inquest 
into the death of one of them 
Natasha Chin found that neglect 
and systematic failings had 
contributed to her death.

POST WORKERS walked out 
unofficially in Bootle last week 
(left) after a manager allegedly 
made a racist comment to a 
Muslim worker. Workers struck 
in Warrington (top) after mail 
centre drivers were disciplined 
for refusing to cross the Bootle 
picket line

CHESTER
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 Homeless occupiers say, ‘We just want more help’
HOMELESS PROTESTERS who 
stormed a council building in 
Chester last Monday were still 
inside a week later demanding a 
place to live.

The council has threatened 
court action to evict them, put 
up metal fences and employed 
security guards to stop others 
joining the protest.

Around 20 rough sleepers took 
over the upper floors of Hamilton 
House in the city centre as 
torrential rain swept the city.

The group called themselves 

Topfutures, mocking council 
contractors Forfutures managing a 
“homeless hub” underneath them.

One protester told Cheshire 
Live, “The support organisation is 
meant to be helping the homeless 
in the basement and they let a 
maximum of five or six people stay 
there.

“We just want more help. We 
feel let down, we feel misled and 
lied to.”

Another protester said, “We’ve 
been stuck outside in the rain for 
days. I keep trying to get help from 

the support hub, but am given 
excuse after excuse. I just want 
somewhere to live.”

Rough sleeper Kirsty said, 
“Forfutures are just letting all the 
homeless people down.

“They are saying every homeless 
person can get what they need, 
and that’s not true. We’re just 
standing our ground.”

The protest took place as official 
figures revealed that a record 
number of homeless people died 
last year.

Charities and MPs have said 

austerity and cuts to services are 
driving a worsening homelessness 
crisis. 

Figures from the Office for 
National Statistics show that an 
estimated 726 homeless people 
died in England and Wales in 
2018.

This is a 22 percent rise from 
2017 and the biggest increase 
since the data was first collected 
in 2013.
A crowdfunding page has been set up 
to provide supplies for the occupiers 
at bit.ly/ChesterProtest
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 Protesters in Hong Kong  
 resist as rulers’ mask slips
by SADIE ROBINSON

AUTHORITIES IN Hong Kong 
have resorted to using old, 
authoritarian laws to try and 
suppress a pro-democracy 
movement. It has sparked more 
furious protests.

Two people were charged 
on Monday under a new law 
announced last week banning face 
masks. They could face a year in 
jail. Around 100 supporters filled 
the courtroom to support them, 
wearing face masks.

Mass protests last weekend saw 
tens of thousands of protesters 
wearing masks in protest at the law. 

They marched despite heavy 
rain, the suspension of Metro  
services, and police attacks.

One protester,  technician 
Kenneth, wore a mask to “spite” 
the government. 

“It is not a crime to wear a mask, 
it is my freedom,” he said. “You 
can’t turn it into a crime just by a 
click of your fingers.”

Invoked
The mask ban was announced 
after Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam 
invoked Emergency Regulations 
Ordinance that hasn’t been used 
for over half a century. It is part 
of a bigger attempt to repress the 
movement.

Hong Kong’s education bureau 
has ordered schools to hand over 
details of students who take part in 
class boycotts and protests, or wear 
masks.

It follows strikes and sit-ins at 
schools by students and workers 
after police shot an 18 year old  
student in the chest during protests 
on 1 October.

Police relaxed their guidelines 
on the use of lethal force the day 
before they shot the student. The 
student is still in hospital—and 
has been charged with rioting and 

assaulting a police officer. Cops 
shot a 14 year old student last 
Friday. He is in a critical condition.

Protesters in Hong Kong have 
now taken to the streets for  
17 consecutive weekends. 

The revolt  began over a  
proposed law that would have 
allowed extraditions of suspects to 
mainland China.

It has grown into a much bigger 
movement calling for more democ-
racy and other changes. 

The movement’s five demands 
include an investigation into police 

violence and the unconditional 
release of all arrested protesters.

Some have now added a sixth 
demand—that the police force be 
disbanded.

The Emergency Regulations 
Ordinance was initially rushed 
through in 1922, when Hong Kong 
was under British rule, to attack  
powerful strikes by seafarers. 

It allows the government to 
take drastic measures including 
arrests, detentions, deportations 
and censorship.

Some fear that Lam could 

announce a curfew or delay district 
council elections scheduled for next 
month.

Ip Kwok-him, a member of Hong 
Kong’s ruling executive council, 
said this week that the council 
could introduce internet controls 
to try and quell protests.

“We would not rule out a ban on 
the internet,” he said.

One protester warned, “If Carrie 
Lam is allowed to get away with 
the mask ban, she will feel safe to 
use the ordinance for whatever she 
wants.”

DEFIANT PROTESTERS last Sunday

UNITED STATES

 Trump keeps  
 up attacks  
 on migrants
THE TRUMP administration 
announced plans last week to 
introduce DNA sampling for 
migrants being held in detention 
centres on the US-Mexico 
border.

The new law is being sold 
as a measure to ensure that 
migrants who have committed 
violent crimes will be brought to 
justice.

In reality, it is a disgusting 
escalation of Trump’s aggressive 
anti-migrant policies. At 
present, no timeline has been 
given for rolling out the new 
plans. 

But they must be opposed 
as part of a wider movement to 
defend migrant rights against 
Trump’s racism.

Auto workers 
continue 
mass strike
THE UNITED Auto Workers 
Union (UAW) has said that talks 
with General Motors have taken 
“a turn for the worse” as a strike 
by nearly 50,000 workers enters 
its fourth week. 

Workers are demanding 
higher pay, permanent hire of 
temporary workers and a halt to 
the closure of plants in several 
locations across the US. 

UAW vice president Terry 
Dittes wrote a letter to union 
members saying that GM’s 
latest offer does “nothing to 
provide job security during the 
term of the agreement”.  

Solidarity has come from GM 
workers in Mexico, South Korea 
and Brazil.

The issue stems from GM’s 
decision to move production 
from US plants to Mexico, 
instead of reopening facilities in 
Ohio, Baltimore and Michigan. 
GM’s Detroit site is also set to 
close in January. 

The strike started on  
16 September and has so far 
cut GM’s production by over 

8,000 vehicles a day. 
UAW said that the 

strike will continue 
until all of its key 
concerns have been 
met. 

HAITI 

Barricades fire protest 
HUGE PROTESTS continue in 
Haiti demanding the removal of 
US-backed regime of president 
Jovenel Moise.

Burning barricades were 
set up across the capital of the 
Caribbean country,   
Port-au-Prince, last Friday and 
police stations were attacked.

 Some sections of Moise’s 
supporters are manoeuvring 
with a multinational 
organisation known as the Core 
group to remove the president 
but keep the same basic system 
in place.

The Core group is made 

up of the United Nations and 
representatives of Brazil, 
Canada, France, Germany, Spain, 
the European Union, the US and 
the Organisation of American 
States.

This imperialist cabal are 
precisely the people who have 
looted Haiti.

Moise has to go but so does 
the rule for the rich he presides 
over.

ECUADOR

Cops held in fuel revolt 
ORDINARY PEOPLE in Ecuador 
are in revolt against the end of fuel 
subsidies. 

Protesters have blocked roads in 
many parts of the South American 
country.

If fuel is more expensive then 
bosses will put up the prices of 
basic goods.  

The protests were originally led 
by transport unions. 

Indigenous group then began 
major actions and called for a 
general strike from Wednesday of 
this week.

About 50 police officers have 
been taken hostage in various 

locations. An umbrella group for 
indigenous groups in the country, 
the Confederation of Indigenous 
Nations in Ecuador, said it was 
declaring a “state of exception” in 
indigenous areas. 

Soldiers and police officers 
would be detained and would face 
“indigenous justice”.

Indigenous-led protests have 
toppled three presidents in the last 
few decades.

President Lenin Moreno,  
who removed the subsidies as  
part of an IMF loan deal, has 
declared a two-month national 
emergency.

On other pages...
Oppression and revolt in Haiti 
>>Pages 14&15Striker in Parma, Ohio
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Who’s winning 
in Hong Kong? 
I WAS fully in support of 
the Hong Kong protests 
when they began.

But now they seem to 
be wholly captured by 
the US and Britain.

Or do the Western 
media only show us the 
protesters they like? 

Madeleine Pugh
On Facebook

Bolsonaro and 
the murderers 
BRAZIL’S president 
Jair Bolsonaro has 
been pictured grinning 
and giving the thumbs 
up alongside a man 
arrested in connection 
with the murder of left 
wing councillor Marielle 
Franco in 2018.

It was the second 
time he has been 
photographed alongside 
a suspect in the case.

He is a killer. He 
has to be driven out or 
Brazil will go back to 
dictatorship.

Maria Mautner
South London

I don’t trust  
a ‘caretaker’ 
IF LABOUR goes into a 
“caretaker” government 
headed by anyone except 
Jeremy Corbyn it will be 
a disaster.

It will be the triumph 
of Blairite ideas about 
“national unity” if 
they line up behind a 
figure such as Margaret 
Beckett, let alone Tory 
Ken Clarke.

Mark Neville
Shrewsbury

Tory Rory is  
no progressive
SO RORY Stewart has 
left the Tory party.

But he’s no 
progressive. He was 
a deputy governor in 
Western-occupied Iraq 
and prisons minister in a 
government of austerity 
and racism. 

Ben Hillier
Leicester

Fracking good 
news to cheer
TWO PIECES of good 
news in a week. 

The Scottish 
government has banned 
fracking, and fracking 
company Cuadrilla has 
begun removing its 
equipment from its site 
at Preston New Road in 
Lancashire. 

Maybe we are winning.
Tammy Gordon

Walsall

Just a 
thought...

Who will benefit from political turmoil?                       Picture: Guy Smallman

 Brexit politics feels so removed from me
I AM very concerned 
about the way that 
politics is going in Britain.

Everything is about 
Brexit and what’s 
happening in parliament.

But really that doesn’t 
affect me much. 

I know people say it 
will be my job or my 
future that will be hit.

But when you are paid 
less than £9 an hour I 
can’t say I find that 
convincing.

So I was cheered up by 
some of the policies that 
were passed at Labour’s 
conference. 

But is Jeremy Corbyn 

going to get elected and is 
he then going to be able 
to get through what 
conference passed?

Like a lot of people I 
feel very pessimistic. 

I am concerned that a 
lot of very right wing 

people will get the most 
from what’s going on 
while all the hope we 
have had about Corbyn 
gets taken away.

I hope I am wrong.
Anita Robertson

Birmingham

Hoey must 
be sacked 
YOU’RE RIGHT to say that 
Margaret Hodge should be 
dumped as a Labour MP 
(Socialist Worker, 2 
October).

But Vauxhall MP Kate 
Hoey should go as well.

She spoke at a fringe 
meeting at the Tory party 
conference. That’s bad 
enough, but she actually 
said, “Coming from 
Northern Ireland I am very 
proud that Boris Johnson 
has called the Benn bill a 
surrender bill because we 
all know about no 
surrender in Northern 
Ireland.”

She was peddling a 
phrase wholly associated 
with Loyalist supremacism 
and violence.

I can’t believe Labour lets 
her get away with it.

 Robert Lucas 
South London

Unite to stop 
GM fat cats  
THANKS FOR your 
coverage of the General 
Motors (GM) strike in the 
United States. I am 100 
percent with those workers 
fighting back and can only 
hope they win a big victory.

And it’s such a refreshing 
change to read about 
international solidarity 
rather than workers at  
plants in different countries 
fighting each other.

 We should remember 
that the company chief 
executive, Mary Barra, gets 
a salary of £18 million a 
year. 

That’s nearly 300 times 
the average pay of a GM 
worker.

Mary White
Bradford 

Would you have George 
Monbiot in an XR group?   
PHIL KNIGHT (Letters, 2 
October) attacks the writer 
and activist George 
Monbiot because he has 
supported nuclear power.

The letter tries to link 
Monbiot to the Fukushima 
nuclear plant disaster in 
Japan.

It’s such a blinkered 
view of who it is possible 
to work with over the 
climate emergency. 

Monbiot has written 
some of the clearest pieces 
of analysis about climate 
change and has been 
scathing about solutions 

that come from within the 
corporate mindset. 

He never lets the people 
at the top off the hook, 
and he links the climate 
emergency to wider social 
questions such as excessive 
wealth. 

I would be very happy if 
Monbiot was part of my 
Extinction Rebellion 
group. 

Presumably Phil Knight 
would want to drive him 
out because of a statement 
he made years ago.

Erica Butler
Milton Keynes

Islamophobia from Tories, 
but also a shocking source 
AT THE Tory party conference in 
Manchester last week its racism 
and reaction was on show.

At a fringe event called 
“Challenging Islamophobia” you 
might possibly have thought that 
Islamophobia would be challenged. 

Instead many at the meeting 
challenged the very idea that 
Islamophobia existed. 

The meeting promoted 
Islamophobia and denied the racism 
that Muslims experience. Some 
argued the term Islamophobia is a 
threat to free speech.

Muslims experience 
Islamophobia everyday through 
physical and verbal abuse, the 
imposition of Prevent and the far 
right violence promoted by the 

likes of Tommy Robinson. Yet the 
meeting spent much of its time 
attacking Muslims. 

Shockingly, it was chaired by 
Trevor Phillips, ex-chair of the 
Equality and Human Rights 
Commission.

Worse, LGBT+ campaigner Peter 
Tatchell was a panellist. It is 
outrageous that he joined this 
discussion. 

LGBT+ attacks have increased 
144 percent over the last four 
years of Tory rule. 

The government has failed to 
support schools under attack over 
changes in Sex and Relationships 
Education (SRE)to include 
reference to LGBT+ issues. 
Tatchell should oppose the Tories’ 

racism 100 percent. Worse still, 
Phillips and Tatchell joked about 
which one might be awarded the 
title Islamophobe of the Year. 

Their active support for this 
meeting undermines the fight 
against racism and the fight for 
LGBT+ liberation. 

We need to take on the Tories, 
not debate with them. We need to 
forge a unity amongst oppressed 
people, not create divisions.

It is vital that we take a stand 
against both Islamophobia and the 
attacks on LGBT+ people, and 
defend LGBT+ inclusive education 
and SRE. We need to beat back the 
bigots, not give them a lifeline.

Michael Dance
North London 
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 A WARNING
 OF HOW
 THE  RIGHT
 CAN  WIN industry—the steelworks and the 

pits. So people are disillusioned with 
politics to start with.

“Now austerity has had a massive 
effect. The job situation in the north is 
all call centres and no-contract jobs. If 
you get £9 an hour, you’re doing well. 
People are pissed off.”

Some of this anger explains the 
vote to Leave. It has been charac-
terised by some as a racist, reaction-
ary move driven by a desire to cut 
immigration.

This was true for some Leave 
voters. Graham said, “I voted to leave 
on one basis – immigration.”

But it wasn’t simply a racist vote. 
“The stuff about immigrants wasn’t 
that important to me,” said Anne. “I 
just believe we put more into it than 
we get out. And it was like the EU 
were the bosses and we had to do 
what they say.”

Trudie also said she voted Leave 
because “we’ve given too much 
money to the EU”.

And Lynne, an admin worker in 
Rotherham, said, “It really annoys 
me when people say that people who 
voted Leave are racists. It is dismiss-
ing people as if they have not given 
serious thought to other issues.

“I voted Leave and I didn’t even 
think about immigration. I voted 
Leave because I don’t think we have 
enough control over our own policies.”

There’s a serious danger that the 
Tories, divided, weak and in chaos, 
can cling to office or even strengthen 
their position because of frustration 
over Brexit. 

The official Tory position in the ref-
erendum was to Remain. But Johnson 
is a leading light in the Leave faction 
of the Tories. And he could win work-
ing class support on that basis.

Not everyone is a fan.
Retired Doncaster nurse Janet said 

no one should be fooled by recent 
Tory promises of more money for 
services. “They’re trying to fool us by 
saying they’re giving us something 
back,” she said. “But they’ve taken 
away much more than they are giving 
back.

“People are poor, homelessness is 
going up and we’ve got food banks. 
They have taken away vital services. 
Why should it be like that?”

Janet voted to Remain and 
described Brexit as a “shambles, com-
plete chaos,” but said she accepts the 
referendum result.

She isn’t sure who she’d vote for 
in a general election, but said it 
wouldn’t be the Tories. “I’ve always 

Michael, an 
unemployed 
worker, says 
getting out 
of the EU 
is his main 
objective

Former miner 
Howard 
Wilson 
worries 
friends will 
vote for right

Louise 
Harrison—
Labour is 
focussed on 
elections only

Sadie Robinson reports from Doncaster and Barnsley on 
how bitter frustration at years of austerity and political 
failure have created the conditions for the right to 
benefit—but anger could also be pulled to the left

R
ULING CLASS machi-
nations over Brexit are 
driving some working 
class people and left 
wingers into the arms of 
the Tories—or worse. 

There is a battle going on about 
where the anger about the state of 
society will be focused. Talking to 
people in Doncaster and Barnsley 
gives a warning of how some working 
class people can come to accept ruling 
class ideas unless there is struggle and 
a powerful alternative from the left.

The vote to leave the European 
Union (EU) in 2016 was stronger 
among low income groups than it was 
among the better off. 

People had many reasons for 
voting Leave. But one of them was a 
deep dissatisfaction with mainstream 
politics and a desire to give the estab-
lishment a kicking.

Three years on political leaders, 
bosses and others are still putting 
barriers in the way of leaving the EU. 
Many people have had enough.

“I’m fed up of hearing about it,” 
said Joan, who works in a pawnbro-
kers in Doncaster, South Yorkshire. 
“It’s gone on too long now. I just want 
it to be sorted.”

In Doncaster some 69 percent of 
those who voted in the EU referen-
dum voted to Leave. Many now feel 
betrayed and let down by British 
“democracy”.

In May this year, on a low turnout, 
The Brexit Party took nearly three 
times as many votes as Labour—
30,000 to 11,000. 

In 2009—well before any talk of 
Brexit—the racist English Democrats 
won the directly-elected post of 
mayor with Labour coming third. 
It was the result of disillusion with 
the action of the Labour council and 
against Tony Blair’s government.

It will be disastrous if the Labour 
right get their way and make the 
party a champion of the Remain 
 project. It will intensify the idea that 
people’s votes don’t matter.

Steve works in a shopping centre 
in Doncaster town centre. “We need 
to get out of Europe now—deal or no 
deal,” he told Socialist Worker.

“Most people in Doncaster voted 
to Leave, but most of our local MPs 
want to stay in. So who are they 
representing?”

Project manager Graham said 
Brexit will “never happen”. “None of 
the parties actually want it,” he told 
Socialist Worker.

“They hope people will get so fed 
up with it that if they have another 
referendum, people will vote to stay.”

Doncaster has repeatedly borne 
the brunt of Tory attacks. It was a 
site of big battles during the 1984-5 
Miners’ Strike that saw a Tory gov-
ernment destroy the mining industry.

The legacy of the strike has seen 
ordinary people shy away from 
 backing the Tories. But anger over 
Brexit is changing that.

Howard Wilson used to work at 
Armthorpe pit in Doncaster. “I’m very 
worried,” he told Socialist Worker. 
“I’ve spoken to some ex-miners who 
were some of the most ardent left 

wingers during the strike. They voted 
to leave the EU. One said they support 
Boris Johnson because they want to 
vote ‘for the party that wants to leave’.

“Another said they’ll vote for Nigel 
Farage’s Brexit Party. These are 
people who have voted Labour all 
their lives.”

Howard said people are largely 
motivated by a desire to defend the 
democratic vote to leave the EU. And 
as Johnson presents himself as the 
defender of democracy, it isn’t only 
former miners who are listening.

Louise Harrison, an anti-austerity 
activist in Doncaster, said, “The issue 
is that Labour and the trade union 
movement are focusing on elections, 
getting one or two more councillors 
and winning a general election. But 
that victory is not guaranteed.   

“There is just a frustration that for 
ordinary people like us, things are 
getting much worse.  

“There is no respite from national 
or local government in terms of cuts. 
With a racist, sexist, anti-democratic 
prime minister in charge, it seems 
only a matter of months before we 
lose our NHS. 

“Locally, our Labour council closes 
the only children’s library and can’t 
promise library workers they’ll have 
jobs in the new central library when 
it opens.”

Michael, a black unemployed 
worker, told Socialist Worker, “I’m pro-
Boris Johnson. He went to Europe and 
he said, give us a deal because we’re 
leaving anyway. He gave them a date.

“Now he’s come back and MPs 
have cut his legs from under him. 
Why didn’t parliament back him up?”

Michael, Steve and Graham said 
they had always voted Labour. But 
none of them had much good to say 
about Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn.

Michael said he didn’t like Corbyn 
because he didn’t trust him. “Labour 
can’t make their minds up on  
anything,” he said. “Corbyn is sitting 
on the fence.

“We don’t know where we are with 
him. But we do with Boris Johnson.”

Anne said she wasn’t “keen” on 
Corbyn. “There’s something about 
him I’m not sure about,” she said. “He 
wants to stay in the EU really. They 
all do, except poor old Boris.”

The mainstream media has 
repeatedly attacked Corbyn for 
being a “Marxist”. Newspapers have 

denounced Corbyn as antisemitic 
because he supports Palestinians.

They claim he is a terrorist sym-
pathiser because of his opposition to 
British imperialism in Ireland. They 
attack him for not being deferential 
enough to the queen, and build up a 
picture of a Labour leader who isn’t 
fit to govern.

Howard said the “rhetoric from the 
media” has had an impact. “One ex-
miner I know said, if Labour gets rid 
of Marxism I can get back to voting 
Labour,” he said.

“Even after Labour conference 
and all the good policies Corbyn 
announced, it hasn’t swung them.”

I
N BARNSLEY, where over  
68 percent voted to leave, the 
impact of media attacks on 
Corbyn was clear. Unemployed 
Trudie told Socialist Worker, “I 
think Jeremy Corbyn has got a 

lot more to hide than the others.”
People referred to having read 

about Corbyn’s “links” to terrorist 
organisations.

Howard warned, “When the elec-
tion is called, all the shit that’s been 
thrown at Corbyn will look like noth-
ing. The problem is, they’re not com-
bating it.”

It isn’t only the media that is shap-
ing how people see politicians and 
politics. It’s the experience of their 
lives and the sense that politicians 
make up an elite that is cut off from 
their reality.

Howard said, “In places like 
Doncaster we’ve lost al l  the 

There is just a 
frustration that for 
ordinary people 
like us, things are 
getting worse’

‘‘ We don’t know 
where we are with 
Jeremy Corbyn. 
But we do with 
Boris Johnson’

‘‘ 

been a Labour voter,” she added. 
“But I don’t think Labour are strong 
enough at the moment.”

It isn’t inevitable that the Tories, 
or Farage, can fool wide layers of 
ordinary people to back them. But 
it’s more likely if they don’t feel that 
there’s any alternative that’s really on 
their side.

“Labour is vacillating all the time,” 
said Howard. “I think it will lose a 
lot of seats and there will be massive 
abstention because people will think, 
what’s the point of voting? That will 
help the Tories.

 “Labour has missed a trick. They 
should’ve took up Johnson on his 
threat and gone for an election. 
They need to attack the Tories on 
their record—they need to come out 
fighting.” 

Places such as Doncaster and 
Barnsley have been hit hard by the 
Tories. But they have also seen work-
ing class resistance.

Now some of those who have 
been part of that resistance are being 
pulled by right wing forces. Labour 
can’t be relied on to fight for the 
struggle we need.

Louise said, “School students 
around the world have been a true 
inspiration. They have shown us 
adults that we can demand better.” 
On 20 September hundreds of people 
including school students turned out 
for the climate strike in Doncaster.

It was a sign of hope and under-
lines that the left has to offer a way 
forward that isn’t based on manoeu-
vres by politicians in parliament.

Fascist group The English 
Defence League marched in 
Rotherham in 2014 in an attempt 
to capitalise on the scandal of 
children and young women being 
sexually abused (left) They were 
opposed by hundreds of local 
anti-racists (below) Jeremy 
Corbyn campaigned for Remain 
in Doncaster during the EU 
referendum. Many who spoke to 
Socialist Worker thought Labour 
didn’t take their views into account

CLOSED DOWN—Doncaster’s big 
industries have gone, and now 
shops are closing too
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

LONDON: NEWHAM
Booklaunch—A Rebel’s 
Guide to Alexandra Kollontai
Wed 30 Oct, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Booklaunch—A Rebel’s 
Guide to Alexandra Kollontai
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,SE8 4RH

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
What would socialism 
look like?
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Room 302, The Civic,
Hanson St,S70 2HZ
BIRMINGHAM
Gandhi, non-violence 
and civil disobedience
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
The Church at Carrs Lane,
Carrs Ln,
B4 7SX
BRISTOL
How democratic is Britain?
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CARDIFF
Why the working class is the 
most revolutionary class
Wed 9 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
DERBY
Why we hate Mondays—
Marxism and alienation
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next to 
Britannia Mill),DE22 3BL
EDINBURGH
The socialist case for 
Scottish independence
Wed 9 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
Humans vs nature—what 
is the metabolic rift?
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
How do we get from 
capitalism to socialism?
Wed 9 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
HULL
Migration and 
climate change
Thu 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Race, class and identity
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LIVERPOOL
In a world of climate 
chaos, racism and war—
is socialism possible?
Thu 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

LONDON: HACKNEY
Can Corbyn beat the 
establishment?
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: KINGSTON
Capitalism vs the climate
Thu 10 Oct, 6.30pm, 
Kingston Quaker Centre,
Fairfield East,
KT1 2PT

LONDON: NEWHAM
How radical was Gandhi?
Wed 16 Oct, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove,
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Why we hate Monday—
Marxism and alienation
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square),
Brixton,SW2 1EP

LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
Trump, Bernie Sanders and 
the new left in the US
Thu 17 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush, W12 7DZ
NEWCASTLE
Identity, class politics 
and intersectionality
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial Union 
House, 39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

NORWICH
What would a socialist 
revolution look like?
Wed 9 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
PORTSMOUTH
How can Kashmir 
win freedom?
Wed 9 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Why capitalism is 
addicted to plastic
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
TELFORD
Why we need a 
revolutionary party
Wed 23 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Roy Fletcher Centre,
17 Cross Hill,
SY1 1JE

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM

DUNDEE
Stop the hostile environment 
for migrants and refugees
Wed 9 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Dalhousie Building,
University of Dundee,
Old Hawkhill,
DD1 5EN
CHESTERFIELD
Stop the hostile environment 
for migrants and refugees
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Assembly Rooms,
Chesterfield Market Hall,
Market Place,
S40 1AR
LONDON
Stop the hostile environment 
for migrants and refugees
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Islington Town Hall,
Committee Room 1,
Upper St,
N1 2UD
CAMBRIDGE
Stop the hostile environment 
for migrants and refugees
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
12 Jesus Ln,
CB5 8BA
BRIGHTON
Stop the hostile environment 
for migrants and refugees
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Lecture Theatre G7,
10-11 Pavilion Parade,
University of Brighton,
BN2 0JY
NATIONAL
International conference 
against racism and facism
Sat 19 Oct, 9.30am,
Friends House,  
173-177 Euston Rd,
London, 
NW1 2BN

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

GLASGOW
Marxism in Scotland 2019: 
Ideas to Change the World
Sat 9 Nov, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephens Centre,
260 Bath St,
G2 4JP

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 23 Oct, 7pm, 
The Priory Rooms,
Quaker Meeting House,
40 Bull St,
B4 6AF

BLACK COUNTRY
Wed 16 Oct, 7.15pm, 
St. Peter’s Café,
4 Exchange St,
WV1 1TS

COVENTRY
Wed 16 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln,
CV1 5RF

EAST LONDON
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
Bethnal Green 
Mission Church,
305 Cambridge 
Heath Rd,
E2 9LH

GREATER 
MANCHESTER
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

KENT
Thu 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
Chatham,
ME4 4BP

LANCASTER AND 
MORECAMBE
Thu 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY 
CENTRE
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: CENTRAL
Wed 23 Oct, 6.30pm, 
The 52 Club,
Bonham Carter House,
52 Gower St,
WC1E 6EB

LONDON: NORTH
Tue 15 Oct, 7pm, 
Elizabeth House,
2 Hurlock St,
Highbury,
N5 1ED

LONDON: 
SOUTH EAST
Wed 16 Oct, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH

LONDON: WEST 
& NORTH WEST
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community 
Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 9 Oct, 7pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

OXFORD
Thu 10 Oct, 7pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,
OX1 1BX

SHEFFIELD: 
CITY CENTRE
Thu 17 Oct, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

SWANSEA
Thu 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
The Environment 
Centre,
Pier St,
SA1 1RY

Booklaunches
System change not climate change

Socialist Worker

Send your reports and views to 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

Sign up for our morning email  
Breakfast in Red at  
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe

Download Whatsapp to your phone and 
switch notifications on. Save 07494 
519595 as Socialist Worker WhatsApp. 
Send ‘start’ 
to 07494 519595

[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker (Britain)

Available for £8 
(plus £2.50 p+p) 
from Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop.  
Phone 020 7637 
1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

FLOODING IS set to get worse and more frequent
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exhibition 
 
Moving To MArS
The Design Museum, London 
18 Oct 2019 - 23 Feb 2020
 
The Design Museum invites 
you to travel to Mars without 
leaving London—in a  
multi-sensory adventure for 
all ages. 

step into a full-scale Mars 
home. immerse yourself in 
the untouched beauty of the 
landscape. 

And learn how rethinking 
daily life for a zero-waste, 
clean energy-powered 
civilisation might help future 
generations on earth.

Children born today are 
the first who might witness 
a human mission to Mars in 

their lifetime. 
it’s one of humanity’s 

great challenges and 
everything will need to be 
designed—but should we 
even be going? 

theatre 
 
FibreS
The Citizens Theatre, glasow 
Until 2 november 
17 Oct - 02 nov 2019
 
Fibres is a big-hearted and 
laugh out loud play about 
what it means to entwine 
our lives with another, in 
sickness and in health. 

it’s a story told by four 
characters who show a very 
glaswegian resilience and 
wit. The play asks can we 
ever cut the cords that bind 
us and who will catch us if 
we do?

Jack is proud of his work 
at the Clyde shipyards. his 
wife, beanie, who is nursing 
him through asbestosis, 
thinks he’s a fool. 

but the real test of their 
marriage comes when they 
discover that the dusty 
overalls Jack brought home 
to be washed by beanie, 
poisoned her too. 

This isn’t what she 
thought Jack meant when 
he promised “what’s mine is 
yours”.

Meanwhile their daughter, 
Lucy, attempts to overcome 
her grief. 

Will she be held back by 
her parents’ experience, or 
will she have the courage to 
allow romance to blossom 
with Pete? 

Dublin Murders—more than 
just another detective show?
There are some hard bitten cliches in this hard bitten BBC cop drama, writes 
Simon Basketter, but the character-driven storyline has depth and potential
Three children go to play in the 
woods near their homes. Only one 
comes out, covered in blood with no 
memory of what happened.

Twenty one years later, Rob Reilly 
(Killian Scott), a sharply dressed 
murder detective and his partner 
Cassie (Sarah Greene) are sent to 
investigate a murder in the same spot. 

On an altar lies the body of a local 
teenage girl. Her body is found in 
the middle of an archaeological site, 
threatened by local developers aiming 
to build a shiny new motorway. 

Nearby they find people caught 
between an old and new Ireland. 
The local estate close to Dublin isn’t 
seeing much trickle down from the 
“Celtic Tiger” booming Irish economy 
of the 1990s.

Hard bitten cops often bring hard 
bitten stereotypes along with them.

The new BBC cop show Dublin 
Murders has all the tropes of the 
genre and then some. The secret 
pasts, the torchlit discovery, the tape 
surrounding the grouchy forensics 
people in white overalls. 

But this is more than Midsomer 
Murders with an Irish accent.

The series looks set to be more 
than the sum of its parts. And the 
Irish crew, cast and setting all mean 
an Ireland little seen on television is 
on show.

Screenwriter Sarah Phelps, who 
brought out the dark context to 
Agatha Christie adaptations, steers 
what could be a collection of cliches 
in a tense direction.

Lies
Phelps said, “I’m less interested in 
the murders than the lies people tell 
around them. That’s the thing that 
is about human nature, motives, 
character, desires and all the things 
that make people behave in an  
unconscionable way.”

The series is based on the Dublin 
Murder Squad of novels by Tara 
French. Each novel has a different 
Dublin cop as the protagonist. In the 
eight episodes of this TV version the 
first two novels are mixed and merged. 

There’s a split timeline, and it 
jumps forwards and backwards. 
There are also two cases which run 
alongside each other, 

Often in cop procedural shows it 
doesn’t really matter who says half 
the lines as the information is simply 
drip fed to move you a bit closer—
slowly—to the conclusion. 

Here character—and not just the 
main characters—drives the story, 
which is about solving the detectives 
as much as the central mysteries. 

It could develop into a very good 
thing indeed.
Monday 14 October at 9pm on bbC1

A satire that struggles to find its feet
television
The poLiTiciAn
Out now on netflix

The PoliTician straddles high 
school drama and political 
satire—and does neither 
successfully until the end. That’s 
a shame given it has strong 
performances and comedy 
potential.

The first episode is as 
precocious as the protagonists. 
Payton hobart (Ben Platt), who’s 
dreamt of being US president 
since the age of seven, is 
standing for school president and 
takes himself terribly seriously.

he triangulates to win over 
floating voters. adopted from 
a poor cocktail waitress into 

california’s Santa Barbara elite, 
Payton’s image is perfectly set 
up as from “both a poor and rich 
background”.

Both him and his opponent 
repeatedly poll the whole school, 
including “the haitian vote”—
one student, Pier. 

The show is a satire on liberal 
machine politics, but all the 
references to John Mccain and 
hillary clinton’s 2008 campaigns 
seem tired. Thankfully, humour 
punctuates poor writing. 

everyone is so fake, they’re 
incredibly candid. 

During a plot twist on the 
campaign trail, a cop says, “We 
can’t just arrest people—not rich 
people at least.” he then takes 
two bribes. Payton’s twin step 
brothers are stereotypical frat 

boys with all the bigotry and 
tawdry dress sense. 

When asked to reflect on their 
behaviour, one remarks, “The 
world will never be down with 
entitled white men. it’s why we 
feel so entitled.” 

acidic quips can only get the 
show so far. 

Sometimes the plot tries to 
deal with teen suicide and its 
relationship to social media, gun 
control and abuse. But it feels 
out of place in a light-hearted 
comedy.

While obsessed with exploring 
what’s “authentic,” The Politician 
doesn’t know what it is until the 
last episode. 

Perhaps that’s where it should 
have begun.
Julia Ryder

Ben PlaTT as the precocious teen candidate Payton hobart 

Try on some Mars fashion
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READ MORE
l Black Jacobins
by CLR James 
£14.99
The classic account of the 
Haitian slave rebellion is a 
must read

lDamming the Flood: 
Haiti, Aristide, and the 
Politics of Containment 
by Peter Hallwar
£14.99  

Tracks the popular 
movement that has sought 
to remove US control of 
Haiti since the late 1980s 

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

benefited under the Duvaliers. 
But hopes of overcoming pov-
erty were crushed when he was 
overthrown by a violent mili-
tary coup in 1991. 

When it looked like the mili-
tary wouldn’t uphold US inter-
ests, Democrat president Bill 
Clinton ordered an invasion. 

Meanwhile, Astride went into 
exile before returning to office 
in 2000, when he won the presi-
dential elections in 2000 by a 
landslide.

And his social democratic 
party Fanmi Lavalas won 
90  percent of the seats in 
parliament. 

The ruling classes responded 
by launching another US-backed 
coup in 2004, and suspending 
all international aid to Haiti. 

Astride was replaced by US 
stooge Gerard Latortue. 

The United Nations was sent 
in to replace US troops, and 
make the coup more palatable. 
Its effects were still felt harshly 
by Haitians.

E
V E N  B E F O R E 
the devastat ing 
 earthquake that 
struck in 2010, hun-
ger forced many to 
eat cakes made out 

of clay. And the World Health 
Organisation estimated that 
some 2.4 million Haitians 
couldn’t afford food. 

The amount of money being 
sent to people by relations 
living abroad was greater than 
the gross domestic product of 
the whole country. But even 
this additional income was not 
enough to provide the means 
necessary for survival. 

The earthquake made the 
 situation significantly worse. The 
US invaded again. And Haiti’s 
debt to the IMF meant that any 
aid given in the  aftermath was 
unable to undo the damage. 

Devastation
The economic devastation 
wrought by the earthquake 
cleared the way for Jovenel 
Moise to come to power. He 
gained support by promis-
ing education and health-
care reforms, and promoting 
 environmentally-friendly agri-
culture as a means to kick start 
the Haitian economy. 

But exit polls in the 2016 
election suggested the Moise 
won only 6 percent of the vote. 
The official result awarded him 
55 percent of the vote. 

Despite obvious fraud and 
demonstrations leading to a 
second election, Moise became 
president in 2017. 

Moise pocketed Venezuelan 
a i d  m o n e y  u n d e r  t h e 
PetroCar ibe programme, 
 leading to mass protests 
 calling for his resignation. 
He responded by repressing 
the demonstrations and using 
police to kill protesters. 

This has not stopped the 
movement.  

Armed protesters continue to 
take to the streets demanding 
an end to the reign of Moise, 
and attacking US president 
Donald Trump for propping 
him up. 

The removal of Moise and 
the US from Haiti could be a 
new beginning. 

Protesters can draw inspi-
ration from the country’s long 
history of struggle against 
imperialism to rise up and 
create a mass movement which 
demands real change. 

School students 
at a barricade in 
2008 (top) Deep 
poverty in Haiti 
is a direct result 
of colonialism, 
slavery and US 
imperialism
(above) 
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dent Jovenel Moise have 
rocked the Caribbean 
country in recent weeks. 
They are part of a long and 
bloody history of imperial 
plunder—and of ordinary 
people’s resistance to it.

Moise’s government is the 
latest iteration of a system 
of exploitation that has 
blighted people’s lives in 
Haiti—and its roots stretch 
back hundreds of years.

French colonists grabbed 
the western half of the island 
of Hispaniola from Spain in 
the 1620s. 

Under  the i r  contro l 
Hai t i—then known as 
Sa in t -Domingue—grew 
into one of the world’s most 
profitable and brutal slave 
colonies.

By 1780 Saint-Domingue’s 
slaves produced 60 percent 
of coffee and 40 percent of 
sugar imported into Europe. 
Alongside the plantation’s 
produce, vast wealth flowed 
back to France and financed 
the beginnings of capitalist 
industry.

This was all built on 
 barbaric conditions. 

The colonial regime saw 
around 40,000 white colonists 
ruling over more than 450,000 
slaves. 

From 1685 a racist “Negro 
Code” had been used to jus-
tify the oppression. One French 
governor summed up colo-
nists’ attitude, saying, “I have 
reached the stage of believing 
firmly that one must treat the 
Negroes as one treats beasts.”

The colonists got a rude 
awakening when slaves rose 
up in the Haitian Revolution of 
1791-1804. The world’s most 
profitable slave colony made 
history as the world’s first black 
republic. 

Led by black revolutionaries 
Toussaint L’Ouverture and Jean 
Jacques Dessalines, the uprising 
ended slavery on the island and 
drove back invading French and 
British armies determined to 
restore colonial power.

Republic
Haiti defeated its enemies but 
its struggles were far from over. 
European powers feared slave 
revolts would spread to other 
colonies. 

So they punished Haiti with 
trade sanctions until the new 
republic agreed to pay repara-
tions to French slave owners for 
their loss of earnings.  

Haiti was ordered to pay the 
equivalent of £12 million—
which took until 1947 to pay 
off. 

This injustice led to a 
 crippling foreign debt and 
domination that still shapes the 
country today. 

The island was forced to 
borrow from US banks—
and the US invaded in 1915, 
in order to ensure that their 
money would be repaid. 

They justified their occu-
pation saying they wanted 
to restore order after Haitian 
 dictator Vilbrun Guillaume Sam 
was assassinated. He was killed 
in response to the murder of 
some 167 political prisoners. 

The US occupied Haiti until 
1934, when the country was left 
under the military rule. 

The Haitian army used its 
power to repress all resistance 
and gave support to US-backed 
dictatorships in the region.

A t iny minor i ty  grew 

spectacularly rich through their 
alliance with US imperialism, 
but the rest of society was kept 
down. 

In 1957 the military helped 
Francois “Papa Doc” Duvalier 
became dictator. 

Before the election Duvalier 
used radical ideas to win over 
the new black middle classes, 
who wanted to see the country’s 
economy develop. 

He claimed to support trade 
unions and working class 
demands.

Once in power Duvalier 
formed the Tonton Macoute, 
a militia that repressed and 
 murdered his opposition. 

Despite Duvalier ’s  ini-
tial rhetoric, life for Haitians 
 continued to be bleak with 
more of the same old poverty 
and foreign plunder. 

And declining soil fertility 
meant that Haitian peasants 
were running out of food fast. 

I
N 1959 US marines 
invaded to keep Duvalier 
in power. Two years 
later Duvalier held on to 
power in an election that 
saw him win 1,320,748 

votes to zero. It was one most 
 fraudulent elections in history. 

In April 1964, Duvalier’s 
power was so absolute that he 
proclaimed himself “president 
for life”. 

He ruled until his death in 
1971, when power was handed 
over to his son Jean-Claude 
“Baby Doc” Duvalier. 

It seemed that Baby Doc 
would continue his father’s 
reign of terror unopposed. But 
growing economic  problems in 
Haiti meant that his grip was 
far more tenuous. 

The infertility of Haitian 
countryside led to mass immi-
gration to the Haitian capital 
Port-au-Prince. 

The population of the city 
grew by some 550,000 over 
20 years. In order to cope with 
the crisis, more US aid was 
required. 

In return the US demanded 
control of how aid was used—
and for Haiti to open up its 
economy more to foreign 
investment. 

Baby Doc began losing allies 
in the ruling group and the 
middle class base that his father 
had cultivated. 

The crisis opened up the 
 possibility of revolt from below. 

The forced move to the cities 
had also seen the working class 
grow. 

In 1985 riots and demonstra-
tions at food distribution cen-
tres spread across Haiti. The 
growing unrest led the US to 
back Baby Doc’s removal. 

Overthrown
He was overthrown in February 
1986.  The Internat ional 
Monetary Fund (IMF) loaned 
more money to Haiti,  stipulating 
that it must agree to “struc-
tural adjustment  programmes” 
of austerity and free market 
reforms. 

Reforms favoured US goods 
over the needs of Haitian 
 farmers. This led to Haiti 
importing 75 percent of its 
food. 

Before 1950, Haiti had 
grown 80 percent of its own 
produce. 

Reliance on imported goods 
meant that food prices soared. 
And the poorest in society 
were forced to live in horrific 
 conditions in urban slums. 

I n  1990  l e f t  w inge r 
Jean-Bertrand Astride was 
elected. He opposed the rule 
of the US and the IMF and the 
old military and elites that had 

As demonstrations again see a revolt in Haiti causing a 
crisis for the country’s rulers Gabby Thorpe looks at its 
turbulent history 

Reforms 
favoured US 
goods over the 
needs of 
Haitian farmers

‘‘ 
Toussaint L’Ouverture

US SOLDIERS in Haiti in 1995
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What can we do about  
rising sea levels?

Sarah Bates explains 
what is happening 
with rising sea levels 
and what we can do to 
deal with the growing 
catastrophe
SEA LEVELS are rising 
faster than ever before with 
catastrophic consequences for 
human survival and animal 
and marine life. 

Just six years ago the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change predicted 
sea level rises of no more 
than one metre by the end 
of the century. Now its 
research indicates that they 
could increase by three to six 
metres. 

Greenhouse gas emissions 
heating up the planet are to 
blame.

It’s thought that oceans 
absorb over 90 percent of the 
heat that greenhouse gasses 
trap in Earth’s atmosphere. As 
they get warmer, the water 
expands and increases the 
overall volume of the ocean. 

Another reason is because 
land-based ice is melting into 
the sea at an alarming rate. If 
Greenland and Antarctica—
the two biggest ice sheets—
melted, the oceans could rise 
by 66 metres.

Quadrupled
Ice loss from the Greenland 
ice sheet increased six fold 
between 1992 and 2011. 
The rate of loss in Antarctica 
quadrupled in the same 
period.

A groundbreaking report 
in May warned that sea levels 
could go up by 2.4 metres by 
2100. 

The research in the 
National Academy of Sciences 
journal said it would happen 
if global warming caused 
temperatures to increase by 5 
degrees. 

But—crucially—this rise is 
not yet inevitable and there 
are still opportunities to pull 
back from the worst-case 
scenario.

Such a process would 
have catastrophic effects on 
millions of people in poorer 
countries. 

“To put this into 
perspective, the Syrian 
refugee crisis resulted in 
about a million refugees 
coming into Europe,” said 

report author Jonathan 
Bamber.

“That is about 200 times 
smaller than the number 
of people who would be 
displaced in a two metre sea 
level rise.” 

Already some 
communities—many of them 
in the poorest countries—are 
fighting a daily battle against 
climate catastrophe. 

For instance, the Kiribati 
group of Pacific islands are 
only two metres above sea 
level and home to 110,000 
people. 

Its government has bought 
5,000 acres of land in Fiji 
in case an evacuation of the 
whole population is needed.

Residents already face 
flooding, contaminated 
freshwater supplies and a 
damaged agricultural and 
fishing industry. 

Rising tides will also 
interact with other elements 
of the climate crisis, such as 

extreme weather. Haiti in the 
Caribbean is another example 
of a poor country at risk. 
It’s particularly vulnerable 
to hurricanes—which are 
likely to get wetter and 
more intense due to climate 
change. 

And it’s both heavily 
deforested and mountainous, 
making landslides more 
likely. 

Permeates
Rising sea levels will mean 
salt water permeates 
farmlands and contaminates 
freshwater supplies. 

That would have a 
devastating impact in 
Haiti—a largely agricultural 
economy.

These aren’t isolated 
examples—eight of the 
world’s ten largest cities are 
near a coast. 

By even the most 
conservative estimates, the 
sea will rise by two metres by 
the end of the century. 

This alone could displace 
potentially 187 million 
people. 

For six metres or even 
higher, the numbers could be 
astronomical. 

Under capitalism, a tiny 
minority of the rich have 
polluted the planet with fossil 
fuels. And under the same 
system, such a rate of forced 
migration will intensify war, 
poverty and racism. 

That’s why its necessary 
not just to fight climate chaos, 
but for a socialist society that 
faces the emergency in a way 
that puts people and planet 
above profit.

Rising tides will 
also interact 
with other 
elements of the 
climate crisis, 
such as 
extreme 
weather 

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
ENVIRONMENT

A STUDENT walks to school in Kiribati 
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 Indefinite walkout at Beis gets a result
by NICK CLARK

OUTSOURCED ca te r -
ers at the Department 
for Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy (Beis) 
marched back to work 
v ictor ious on Monday 
morning, ending an indefi-
nite strike.

The caterers, who work 
for outsourcer Aramark, won 
their demands for the London 
Living Wage and improved 
holiday and sick pay. 

Bosses gave in after the 
PCS union members spent 
almost 12 weeks on strike—
having walked out indefi-
nitely on 16 July. 

“This is better than win-
ning the lottery,” one striker, 
Ana, told Socialist Worker. 
“This was a fight for all our 
rights.

“We were noisy and deter-
mined—and we didn’t quit. 
We said, it doesn’t matter 
how long it takes.”

For the caterers, the agree-
ment marks the end of a 
battle that has been raging 
since January. 

After a series of strikes, 
bosses raised wages to £9.05. 
But the workers stuck to their 

guns and decided on an all-
out strike until their demands 
were met.

Their determination has 
won them £10.55 an hour 
to be raised every year and 
increased annual leave and 
overtime. 

They’ve also won the right 
to sick pay from the first day 

of sickness and double the 
number of days at full pay.

“Maybe they thought we 
would be happy with £9.05 
an hour,” said Ana. “But we 
were fighting for £10.55. 

“We told the union, we’re 
not going to quit and they 
agreed to support us on an 
indefinite strike.”

“We weren’t asking for 
gold or diamonds,” she 
added. “We were asking for 
the living wage.

“Aramark  sa id  they 
couldn’t afford it. Now 
they’ve given us the money—
the money was there.

“We put them to shame. 
Now they know who they’re 

dealing with. We’re going to 
go back with our heads up. 
We’re very proud.”

The battle isn’t over for 
many other workers. 

Cleaners, porters and secu-
rity staff are waiting for a sim-
ilar deal with their employer, 
outsourcer ISS.

Until then, they are still on 

strike—but the union says it 
is “hopeful of an imminent 
breakthrough in talks”.

R o m a n ,  a  c l e a n e r 
employed by ISS, told Social-
ist Worker he was looking 
forward to getting a deal 
soon. “It took a few months 
to get Aramark and ISS in 
proper talks with the union” 
he said. “That tells you how 
these companies operate.”

He added, “It will be hard 
for the Aramark workers to 
go back without us because 
we were all striking together. 
We’re 100 percent with them 
because we’re all together.”

Inspiration
Ana and Roman both said 
they hoped the victory could 
be an inspiration to people 
in other workplaces fighting 
low pay and outsourcing.

“I hope this will be a lesson 
for others,” said Ana. “Rain 
and shine we were outside 
making noise. That’s why we 
won.

“These companies forget 
that it’s people like us who 
make them what they are. 

“I hope others will look at 
us and say, ‘We have these 
problems too. We need to 
sort it.’”

BEIS STRIKERS celebrate on Monday  Pictuire:guy smallman
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Hedge fund successes not 
staked on a no-deal Brexit
A new theory claims hedge funds are pushing for a no-deal Brexit in order to boost their 
profits. Simon Basketter explains why this makes for a poor conspiracy theory  

 Hedge funds designed for super-rich to pocket cash
HEDGE funds are 
largely unregulated 

pools of money from the 
biggest financial 
institutions and the 
extremely wealthy. 

Banker Karl Miller 
described them by 
saying, “Hedge funds 
were designed to 
loot shipwrecks.” 

The stated purpose of 
these funds is to minimise 
some of the risks in 
financial markets—to 
“hedge” the bets. 

In reality, however, 
these funds typically take 
enormous risks. Many 

invest heavily in complex 
financial instruments 
known as derivatives, 
rather than simply buying 
stocks. 

They are the 
beneficiaries of the 
explosive growth in global 
offshore finance.

Britain has been turned 
into a tax haven alongside 
an elaborate system of 
trusts to hide the money of 
rich people. 

This was how Britain’s 
wealthiest families 
shielded their fortunes.

It has developed an 
entire economy designed 

to service the ultra-rich.
For instance, Crispin 

Odey of Odey Asset 
Management has big short 
positions against Intu 
Properties, which runs 
shopping centres and 
against Debenhams. 

But he also has a big 
position against Lancashire 
Holdings, a London and 
Bermuda-based insurer 
involved in aviation, 
energy and marine 
insurance.  

So he is essentially 
betting on natural 
disasters doing over the 
insurers.

BORIS JOHNSON’S Brexit strat-
egy is being driven by hedge funds 
 hoping to profit from a no-deal 
Brexit.

This is a recurring conspiracy 
theory.

It is shared by a former Tory chan-
cellor, Philip Hammond, and the 
man who would be Labour chan-
cellor, John McDonnell. Neither of 
them understand well the system 
they want to manage.

Hedge funds are private invest-
ment companies that bet on 
the movement of shares, debts, 
 commodities and currencies.

Hammond wrote in The Times 
newspaper, “Mr Johnson is backed by 
speculators who have bet billions on 
a hard Brexit—and there is only one 
option that works for them—a crash-
out no-deal that sends the currency 
tumbling and inflation soaring.”

Labour has since called for an 
inquiry into Johnson’s links to 
hedge funds. But a former advi-
sor to John McDonnell said that 
Hammond “should know better than 
to  promote” the theory. 

Estimate
One estimate, claimed by the Byline 
website among others, is that 
£8.5 billion has been bet against or 
“shorted” on companies that will do 
badly out of Brexit. 

The line of thought is that if Brexit 
is bad for the economy, then specula-
tors win. Speculators back Johnson, 
so Johnson backs Brexit. 

But capitalism is more compli-
cated. Hedge funds are a way for 
very rich people to get even richer. 
They do not support Johnson. 

Brexit does have support in some 
parts of the City and among a hand-
ful of Britain’s wealthiest. This 

support is in notable contrast with 
the determined opposition to Brexit 
among the bulk of Britain’s bosses.

Hedge fund boss Crispin Odey 
made more than £200 million  betting 
on a big drop in sterling after the 
European Union (EU) referendum. 

He donated £900,000 to the Leave 
campaign. But the biggest single 
donor was Lord Sainsbury, who 
donated £4.2 million to the Remain 
campaign. Of the £16.4 million con-
tributed by the top ten donors to 

either side, 58 percent went to Leave 
and 42 percent to Remain.

The link isn’t as clear as it appears. 
Hedge funds are currently betting that 
Cineworld will fail. But 75  percent of 
its revenue was from the US. Brexit is 
not the reason for the bets.

The most-shorted companies of 
recent months had nothing to do 
with Brexit. Thomas Cook had too 
much debt, as does construction 
company,the Kier group. 

This is shamefully making cash 

out the collapse of companies such 
as Thomas Cook. But this is not 
explained by Brexit.

Posh bigot Jacob Rees-Mogg has 
an offshore trust that makes money 
in the speculation scams mostly 
in the developing world. Some his 
investments will benefit from a 
stronger EU, some of them from a 
weaker one.

But his key concern is making 
sure that these funds and ones like 
it operate in secret and don’t pay tax.

Trading on the markets

HEDGE FUND boss Crispin Odey donated £900,000 to the Leave campaign  
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Bosses’ beef 
with the EU

THE HEDGE fund 
industry believes it 

should be exempt from 
the few rules that 
govern the rest of the 
bosses. 

Some are against 
the EU’s Alternative 
Investment Managers 
Directive which came 
in the aftermath 
of the 2008 global 
financial crisis.

It imposed some 
modest reporting 
requirements on 
the sector. 

Importantly, the 
impact of these 
rules was zero. 

But they were 
resented nonetheless.

What is short 
selling?

HEDGE fund traders 
take shares “on 

loan” for a given period 
of time. 

They used to borrow 
money to buy the 
shares but now they 
just borrow the shares. 

They sell them 
immediately in the 
hope the price will drop 
and then buy them 
back at a later date—
hopefully at a lower 
price so that they can 
pocket the difference.

Futures contracts 
involve placing 
enormous bets on what 
the price of a commodity 
will be at a given time. 

Futures are the 
simplest examples of 
derivatives—financial 
instruments whose 
value is “derived” 
from another simpler 
instrument.

Rather than holding 
debts and collecting 
interest payments, 
companies merged 
them together and sold 
them as bonds. Others 
then gamble on the 
prices of these bonds.
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eCourier workers 
set to deliver strike
ECOURIER workers, members 
of the Independent Workers 
Union of Great Britain (IWGB) 
were set to walk out for two 
days from Thursday this week.

They are demanding 
permanent contracts and the 
London Living Wage of at 
least £10.55 per hour. 

The company is a 
subsidiary of Royal Mail. The 
strike will impact deliveries 
to NHS London and Goldman 
Sachs bank among others. 

IWGB vice president 
and eCourier worker Max 
Dewhurst said, “Couriers are 
often dismissed without cause, 
pressured by controllers and 
forced to pay absurd charges. 

Greenwich housing 
workers back strikes
AROUND 120 housing repair 
workers at Greenwich council 
in south east London have 
voted to strike. 

The Unite union members 
voted by 95 percent for strikes 
against a new pay structure 
that could slash pay by up to 
20 percent. 

Ripley Forbo workers 
will not be floored 
OVER 70 workers at Forbo 
Flooring UK in Ripley, 
Derbyshire, plan to hold 
ten 48-hour strikes over a 
“paltry” pay offer. 

The Unite union members 
are set to walk out for the first 
time on Tuesday of next week.

District line must be 
a safe place to work
WORKERS ON the District line 
began industrial action last 
week about workplace safety.

Members of the RMT union 
want measures to halt the 
rise of assaults on workers.

RMT making a noise 
about the noisy Tube 
WORKERS ON four London 
Underground tube lines were 
set to start industrial action 
from Thursday this week.

Drivers on the Jubilee, 
Central, Northern and Victoria 
plan to drive trains at reduced 
speeds to cut excess noise. 

New round of action 
by Hackney drivers
DRIVERS AND escorts on 
buses for disabled children 
in Hackney, east London, are 
set to strike for 48 hours from 
next Wednesday.

The 38 workers are fighting 
for split shift payments.

Stop closures on 
London Overground
RMT UNION members planned 
to campaign on Friday this 
week against the closure of 
London Overground stations. 

Bosses want to shut 
Brondesbury, White Hart Lane 
and West Hampstead and cut 
ticket office opening hours at 
45 other stations.

 Thousands rally to hear 
Corbyn’s call for change 
by LIAM ANDERSON

A LABOUR Party rally with 
Jeremy Corbyn drew a huge 
crowd in Newcastle last 
Saturday. It was a sign of 
what could be achieved if the 
party began systematic mass 
campaigning

Thousands queued the 
length of Northumberland 
Road before the event, despite 
invitations being sent out only 
five days ahead of the meeting.

Laura Pidcock MP received 
one of the best receptions of 
the night. 

She argued passionately for 
a £10 an hour minimum wage 
and a four-day working week. 

She also demanded the end 
of the anti-union laws brought 
in by Margaret Thatcher and 
that went unchallenged by 
Tony Blair. 

Pidcock said “left socialist 
politics are alive and well” and 
that Britain was “weeks away 
from our politics being tested 
at a general election”. 

Corbyn was received by 
a standing ovation when he 

came on to the stage. He 
thanked those in the anti-racist 
movement who countered 
Tommy Robinson and his  
attempt to become an MEP 
earlier in the year.

He insisted that Brexit must 
not divide workers, saying, 
“Whether you voted Leave or 
voted Remain you still need a 
job, you still need a house, you 
still need an education.

“Our policies are about 
devolution of power, about 
investment in jobs and housing 
and hope all across the UK. 

“It is about how we invest to 
create those good quality jobs.” 
He vowed to restore “dignity 
to people’s lives” by scrapping 
Universal Credit.

We can’t just wait for 
Corbyn. We need a fight on the 
streets and in workplaces.

PROTESTERS AT the HS2 site in London last week demanded action over union rights, pay 
and blacklisting (see right)                                                                           Picture: Guy Smallman

 Battle for rights at HS2 site   
ANGRY MEMBERS of the Unite 
union London and Eastern 
construction branch blocked all 
the entrances to the main HS2 
site in Euston, north London, 
on Friday last week. 

Employers Skanksa and 
Costain are accused by the 
union of failing to meet their 
agreed obligations negotiated 
some time ago. 

These include allowing 
union officials access to 
workers on the site and 
allowing workers to elect their 
own union reps.

The workers on site are also 
being paid considerably less in 
overtime and allocated fewer 
holiday days than workers 
doing similar work on other 
HS2 sites

nWHY ARE some workers 
at the Bond Street station 
Crossrail site dying?

Workers want a Health 
and Safety Executive 
investigation following 
claims that four site workers 
have died this year.

Two of the deaths were 
apparently recorded as heart 
attacks. Two more workers 
may have died at home. 
None of the workers were 
near retirement age.

Earlier this year around a 
dozen workers downed tools 
at the Bond Street site over 
dust levels. One said in July, 
“Dust monitors on the lower 
floors of the job have been 
showing red for a day or so. 
So we stopped work.”

CONSTRUCTION

OBITUARY
Clamity Parker 
1965-2019
SOCIALIST WORKERS Party 
members in Kent have been 
shocked and saddened by the 
sudden death of our comrade 
Clamity Parker at the age of 
just 54.  

Clamity joined the SWP 
about 18 months ago, but it 
feels much longer than that as 
she threw herself into activity. 

She attended the last 
two Marxism Festivals and 
loved them. She then avidly 
watched all the Marxism 

videos on YouTube. Clamity 
had a hard life of poverty 
from the very beginning to the 
end of her life. This made her 
tough and resilient but she 
was also caring and generous. 

Clamity had some serious 

health problems but would 
still go out and clear snow for 
elderly neighbours. 

She was also joint carer 
with her daughter-in-law 
for her adult austistic son 
who she had brought up 
mostly on her own. After 
he was excluded even from 
his special school, she home 
schooled him. 

Clamity’s death has left 
a big hole in the branch but 
even more so for her partner 
Barry, son Andy and his wife 
Candace to whom we send 
sincere condolences.
Steve Wilkins, Kent SWP

Clamity Parker

NHSLABOUR

Compass strikes escalate
HEALTH WORKERS working 
for subcontractor Compass 
have announced a fresh wave 
of strikes in their pay fight.

Unison union members at 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital 
and St Helen’s and Knowsley 
Hospital are set to strike on 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday of next week. They plan 
further walkouts on Sunday 
20 October, Tuesday 22 and 
Thursday 24 to make Compass 
stick to NHS rates of pay.

One Unison member told 
Socialist Worker how they 
did the same jobs as workers 

employed directly by the NHS 
but on lower pay. “We do the 
same job, we wear the same 
uniform,” she said. 

“But they get more than 
us and it works out as 82p an 
hour difference. They have sick 
pay—we don’t. 

“They have 41 days leave—
we only have 28 days.”

The new strikes follow 
bosses’ attempts to stop workers 
from speaking out on social 
media and picket lines during 
the previous six walkouts. 
lTweet support to  
@NorthWestUNISON

ROUND -UP

nSCOTTISH pharmacy 
workers on indefinite 
strike are hopeful of 
winning their demands by 
the end of the month.

Unite union members at 
Tayside NHS are fighting 
against a “flawed job 
evaluation” that left “some 
workers on lower grades than 
they should be”. 

The Scottish Terms and 
Conditions Committee (Stac) 
told workers last week that 
it will set up a job evaluation 
panel for 24 October. 

The committee, a joint 
bosses’ and unions’ body, 
would do “consistency 
checking” the following 
Tuesday.

Workers have mounted 
picket lines outside the 
Perth Royal Infirmary and 
Ninewells Hospital since  
19 August.

nWORKERS AT the 
Addaction rehabilitation 
charity in Wigan and Leigh 
were set to begin a  
three-day strike over pay 
on Wednesday this week. 

The Unison union 
members want the same 
three-year pay award that 
workers on NHS Agenda 
for Change pay and terms 
and conditions received last 
summer. 

Workers planned a rally in 
Wigan town centre at 8am on 
Friday. 
lMessages of support to 
enquiries@wiganunison.org.uk 

nHEALTH VISITORS in 
Lincolnshire staged a seven-
day strike over pay last week. 

It was the Unite union 
members’ latest round of 
industrial action in their long-
running fight for equal pay.

Workers won’t be silenced           Picture: NoMoralcoMPass oN twitter

Newcastle’s City Hall was packed               Picture: liaM aNdersoN



Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday
Post PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk

19
Socialist Worker  9 October 2019

Notts College gives 
ground to strikers 
by RICHARD BUCKWELL and 
JEANNIE ROBINSON

THERE WAS a buoyant 
mood on the picket lines 
as UCU union members at 
Nottingham College began 
a five-day strike against 
punitive new contracts on 
Monday.

Over 125 strikers came 
t o g e t h e r  o u t s i d e  t h e 
Highfields site where the 
principal has his office. 

The pickets lined a busy 
road and did a Mexican wave 
while holding placards. 

Management had begun 
to give ground in talks with 
officials and the possibility 
of a settlement was in the air 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press on Tuesday afternoon. 

UCU general secretary Jo 
Grady joined the picket line, 
praising the strikers. 

Stand 
She hoped a decent settle-
ment would be reached this 
week, but said the union 
would continue to stand by 
the strikers if it wasn’t. 

The five-day walkout has 
put enormous pressure on 
management while talks 
continue. 

Union members last week 
voted to continue their 

strikes, despite a second 
offer of concessions by 
management. 

This offered further pay 
protection. 

But strikers want the 
same level for all affected 
staff, sacked colleagues to be 
offered reinstatement and an 
apology from management 
on the way they provoked 
the dispute.

The contracts would mean 
pay cuts for workers and 
worse conditions. 

Bosses have also sacked 

workers who refused to sign 
the contracts.

UCU members have struck 
for ten days over the last four 
weeks. 

The strength and confi-
dence of the strikers, with 
large picket lines every strike 
day and inventive marches 
and actions, has shocked 
management. 

Some 3,500 people have 
signed a student petition in 
support of the strikes. 

And students have notice-
ably swung behind their 

teachers, with most wearing 
stickers in support.

Residents in Nottingham 
are increasingly supportive, 
judging by constant hooting 
during the rush hour in  
solidarity with picket lines on 
main roads.

Last week delegations 
of strikers visited London 
colleges for support and 
donations are starting to 
come in from other UCU 
branches. 

Workers have the power 
to win.

COUNCILS 

Bradford museum workers call 14 days 
of action to make millions in cuts history 
LIBRARY AND museum 
workers in West Yorkshire 
have announced 14 days of 
strikes against millions of 
pounds of cuts.

The Unite union members 
at Bradford’s 14  
council-run libraries and 
museums are set to hold 
a 48-hour walkout from 
21 October and a 72-hour 
walkout from 5 November. 

They plan a further  
four-day stoppage from  
18 November and five days 
of strikes from 2 December.

The announcement 
follows a 77 percent vote for 
strikes against the  
Labour-run council’s plans 
to force through nearly  
£2 million of cuts by 2021. 

Mark Martin, a Unite 
regional officer, said the 
planned strikes are “a very 
strong shot across the 

council’s bows”. “It is a 
wake-up call for the council 
to come to the table for 
constructive negotiations,” 
he said. 

“The number of strike 
days demonstrates how 
passionately our members 
feel about the swingeing 
cuts that the council is  

hell-bent on forcing 
through.”  

“We have had great and 
heart-warming support from 
members of the Bradford 
public and the surrounding 
areas. 

“We are confident that 
this support will continue 
during the strikes.”

Universities come clean on 
low pay during strike ballot
UNIVERSITY BOSSES have 
admitted that pay for 
workers has plummeted 
in real terms over the last 
decade. 

The admission comes as 
around 125,000 UCU union 
members vote in a ballot for 
strikes over pay.

Findings from the bosses’ 
Universities and Colleges 
Employers Association 
showed that workers’ pay has 
fallen by around 17 percent 
in real terms since 2009. 

The union says the figure 
is even worse, at 21 percent.

UCU members across 147 
universities are balloting for 
strikes over pay, workloads 
and unequal contracts. 

Union members at 69 of 
them are also balloting for 
action to defend their USS 
pension scheme.

The ballots end on 31 
October. Union members are 
door-knocking and ringing 

workers to get the maximum 
turnout and Yes votes in the 
ballots. And the union has 
changed its rules to make 
sure that lower paid workers 
will get more support during 
a strike.

During a strike to defend 
the USS scheme last year, the 
union offered strikers up to 
£50 a day from its strike fund 
from the fourth day of strikes 
onwards.

This time, workers earning 
£30,000 or more will be able 
to claim up to £50 a day 
from the third day of strikes 
onwards. 

Those earning less than 
£30,000 can claim up to £75 
a day from the second day.

UCU general secretary 
Jo Grady said this 
recognised the “enormous 
contributions” that lower-
paid workers and those on 
casual contracts made to last 
year’s USS strike.

UCU UNION general secretary Jo Grady (centre) joined the picket line Picture: Jeannie robinson

EDUCATION

UNIVERSITIES 

SCHOOLS

West London school strike 
forces bosses to back off 
STRIKES IN west London 
have pushed Brent council to 
reconsider a plan to close a 
school. 

NEU union members at Roe 
Green Infants & Strathcona 
school struck for the fourth 
time on Wednesday of last 
week against the plan.

At a scrutiny committee 
meeting in the evening, 
councillors decided to ask the 
council cabinet to look again at 
the plan. 

Jenny Cooper, district 
secretary of Brent NEU, told 
Socialist Worker, “Loads of 
the things that the council had 
previously presented as fact 
were revealed not to be.

“Speakers included people 
from the school’s senior 
management team. The case 
persuaded councillors that 
there was enough evidence 
to call in the decision to close 
the school. They made that 
decision on the grounds that 
alternative proposals haven’t 

been looked into properly.”
The scrutiny committee 

has instructed the council to 
now engage properly with 
the school over alternative 
proposals. “There are 
alternative ideas for making 
additional use of the site,” 
explained Jenny. 

“Until now the council has 
just fobbed this off.”

NEU members at the school 
met on Monday and decided to 
continue with their strikes to 
keep up the pressure. 

LOGISTICS

Wilko workers to walk out  
over ‘brutal’ weekenders
AROUND 2,000 Wilko 
distribution workers were set 
to strike on Friday of this week 
and Monday of next week. 

GMB union members 
at hubs in Magor in South 
Wales and Worksop in 
Nottinghamshire are angry 
over a “brutal” new weekend 
rota.  

One worker, who had 
worked all but one Saturday 

since March, said, “I feel like a 
zombie most of the time.

“I felt like quitting at one 
point but why should I have 
to give up my job after almost 
two decades? I’ve never gone 
on strike before but I will now. 
Something needs to be done, 
they have to listen to us.”

Distribution workers have 
immense power to disrupt 
supply chains for Wilko bosses. 

Brent NEU union secretary
Jenny Cooper 

A protest against cuts in Bradford Picture: Neil terry 

18th week 
of strikes in 
Bromley
BROMLEY LIBRARY workers 
neared the 18th week of their 
all-out strike against job cuts 
this week. The Unite union 
members in the south east 
London borough walked out 
on 6 June after bosses failed 
to fill vacancies. 

Their fears of a big attack 
were confirmed last month 
when subcontractor GLL 
announced plans to slash  
35 percent of frontline jobs.

Trade unionists should 
build solidarity for the 
Bromley workers. And local 
government unions should 
look for opportunities to hold 
ballots for strikes of other 
workers employed by GLL.  
lDonate to the strike fund—
account name Bromley Unite 
LE/531, account number 
20272821, sort code 60-83-01

LIBRARIES 
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 TRUMP BACKS   
 SYRIA INVASION 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

DONALD TRUMP gave the 
go-ahead for a Turkish inva-
sion of northern Syria on 
Monday in another betrayal 
of the Kurdish people.  

Turkish president Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan hinted that 
a cross-border assault was 
imminent.

Erdogan has been pushing 
for an invasion because he 
wants to take out the Kurdish 
YPG militia. 

A presidential statement 
said the plan was “key to neu-
tralising the threat stemming 
from Kurdish terrorists”. 

The statement added 
that it would “create the  
conditions necessary for the 
return of Syrian refugees to 
their native country”. 

Move
Turkish troops will now 
move troops into a “safe 
zone” along the Syrian side 
of the border. It will mean 
more Turkish state-spon-
sored terror for the Kurds, a  
stateless people who live in 
parts of Turkey, Syria, Iraq 
and Iran.

And, rather than creating 

a safe haven for refugees, it 
will displace more people in 
a country that has been dev-
astated by seven years of civil 
war.

In 2012 Syrian dictator 

Bashar al-Assad stoked a sec-
tarian civil war in response 
to a democratic revolution, 
pitting people against one 
another. This helped Isis, a 
Sunni sectarian group, to 

take over large swathes of 
Syria and Iraq.

The US,  Russia and 
regional powers, such as 
Turkey, Saudi Arabia and 
Iran, intervened in a bid to 

grow their influence in the 
Middle East. 

The US didn’t feel strong 
enough to send in ground 
troops after its defeat in the 
Iraq war. It bombed and 

used the Syrian Democratic 
Forces—which the YPG is 
part of—as a proxy army. 

The US policy infuriated 
Erdogan because the YPG 
is closely linked to the PKK, 
the main Kurdish nationalist 
group in Turkey.

History
US imperialism has a long 
history of using the Kurds—
then dropping them when it 
no longer suits its interests. It 
will always be a mistake for 
the Kurds to trust any of the 
imperial forces in the region.

Trump struck a bargain 
with Erdogan to withdraw 
US troops and support for the 
Kurds in exchange for Turkey 
suppressing what’s left of Isis. 

Guy Verhofstadt of the 
European Union said the 
“US decision to abandon 
the Kurds will likely create 
greater regional instability”. 

Liberal critics of Trump 
favour an alliance with long-
time Western ally Saudi 
Arabia rather than the more 
erratic Erdogan. 

The aim remains to  
project Western power, not to 
side with ordinary Kurds or 
Arabs’ fight for self-determi-
nation or democracy. 

KURDISH YPG fighters   Picture: Kurdishstruggle/FlicKr

IRAQ

 Government launches a brutal crackdown on anti-corruption protests
by NICK CLARK

OVER 100 Iraqis 
have been killed and 
thousands injured after 
the government launched 
a crackdown on mass 
protests last week. 

Tens of thousands 
of people have taken 
to the streets against 
corruption and poverty 
since Tuesday of last week. 

Protests have taken 
place in the capital 
Baghdad and cities in the 
south such as Basra, Najaf, 
Nasiriya, Amara and Hilla. 

Security forces fired live 
ammunition and teargas 
at protesters. In one of the 

latest crackdowns, Iraqi 
troops fired at around 300 
protesters in a suburb of 
the capital on Sunday.

Marchers have 
reportedly chanted for the 
“downfall of the regime”.

This was the unifying 
slogan of revolutions 
across the Middle East 
in 2010 and 2011. 

Security forces 
sealed off large parts of 
Baghdad in response and 
authorities have imposed 
curfews in many cities. 

The government has 
also heavily restricted 
internet access in an 
attempt to make  
protests harder to 
organise. Some of the 

worst violence happened 
in Nasiriya where counter 
terrorism troops fired 
on demonstrators after 
police reportedly “lost 
control” of the situation. 

Fighting
And there was fighting in 
Baghdad after a day 
of mass demonstrations on 
Wednesday of last week.

The protests appear 
to be overwhelmingly 
made up of young people 
angry at unemployment.

Youth unemployment 
stands at 25 percent. 

And although Iraq has 
the fourth largest oil 
reserves in the world much 
of its population lives in 

poverty. Demonstrators 
have already forced  
prime minister Abdul 
Mahdi to promise more 
jobs for university 
graduates. 

Mahdi has said that he 
will “learn the lessons” 
from the protests.

But he has not ended 
the violent repression.

The corrupt government 
system and the rampant 
poverty are a legacy 
of the bloody US-led 
invasion in 2003. 

The protests have united 
people across sectarian 
religious divides.

They are a challenge to 
all those who have brought 
death and poverty to Iraq.Protesters are experiencing brutal repression 
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