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CHASE OUT 
JOHNSON 

BACK CORBYN

VOTE LABOUR 

GRENFELL

Still no reckoning 
for the real 
culprits of the fire
A PUBLIC inquiry report 
published last week 
failed to hold the Tory 
ministers, councillors 
and housing bosses 
responsible for the Grenfell 
Tower fire to account.

The report focuses on 
immediate causes and the 
authorities’ response on the 
night.
>>Pages 10&11

MIDDLE EAST

Protesters stay 
on the streets to 
win real change
TENS OF thousands of 
people in Iraq have fought 
pitched battles with cops as 
they blocked major roads in 
the capital city Baghdad.

Demonstrations have 
also continued in Lebanon’s 
capital Beirut and in 
Tripoli. The movements 
are demanding an end to 
corrupt political systems.
>>Page 8

EDUCATION

Sixth form college 
strikers stand up 
for students
WORKERS ACROSS 25 sixth 
form colleges in England 
struck on Tuesday. 

They are furious at the 
impact of funding and pay 
cuts on students’ education.

Strikers said “dangerous” 
cuts snatched support from 
vulnerable students. 
>>Page 7

Arrogant, lying 
and weak

Boris Johnson starts the 
 Tory election  campaign

 >> Page 3

Corbyn sets  
radical tone

Labour rallies get  
rich on the run  

>> Page 4

Brexit  
battles

Lib Dems and Brexit Party  
target voters 

>> Page 5

Test for Labour’s 
manifesto

Will popular policies 
 get a look in?

 >> Page 17
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lTHE GOVERNMENT has 
been accused of misusing 

public money to target voters in 
key swing constituencies with 
Facebook ads. At least  
17 adverts promising up to 
£25 million investment in 
towns across Britain went 
out on the day the general 
election was announced.

Missing records point to  the 
cover-up over infected blood 
THE NUMBER of missing medical 
records, and patients whose HIV test 
results were withheld, are proof of 
a high level Whitehall cover-up, a  
senior lawyer has claimed.

The first phase of the Infected Blood 
Inquiry closed last week. 

It heard from 189 victims and  families 
and received more than 1,400  written 
statements over six months. 

Thousands of NHS patients in 
the 1970s and 80s were treated 
with  clotting agents or transfusions 
derived from donated blood that was 
 contaminated with HIV, hepatitis C or 
both. 

More than 2,400 died as a result.
Sir Brian Langstaff, the inquiry’s 

chairman, pledged in his closing 
remarks that he would “name names” if 
it found wrongdoing. 

Victims have reported that HIV and 
hepatitis tests were carried out  without 
their knowledge in the 1980s. 

Several told the inquiry that they 
were only informed years later of their 
positive results. 

Many victims told the inquiry that 
they had found sections of their  medical 
records missing from the time that they 
were treated. 

Solicitor Des Collins represents some 
800 affected families. He said, “If you 

want your medical records and can’t get 
them you might think there’s  nothing 
sinister in it. 

“When you then find there is a whole 
group of people whose records are  
missing, you begin to sense a cover-up.

“You think a subject has arisen that 
the Department of Health did not want 
people to become aware of.” 

He added, “For that many medical 
professionals to act in the way they did 
must indicate that someone told them to 
do it. It was a directive. That must have 
come from fairly high up.”

The mass infection of NHS patients, 
mainly young haemophiliacs, may 
have been seen as a “public health 
issue” where you “have to keep quiet 
about it otherwise you will scare the 
 community,” Collins said. 

The inquiry’s second phase will begin 
in February and hear testimony from 
medical experts. 

A third phase will call officials  
and politicians to seek answers on 
what they knew about infection risks 
and when.

lPHILIP HAMMOND has vowed to create 
a “Tory Momentum” campaign. The 

former chancellor was stripped of the whip 
for opposing Boris Johnson’s Brexit plans 
and is threatening to run as an independent 
candidate in the general election. He 
wants to set up a lobbying group of young 
business leaders to change the character 
of the Tory party. With Hammond in 
charge it will no doubt be exciting.

£72 million spent to 
send poshos to school
THE MINISTRY of Defence 
spent more than  
£72 million last year and 
the Foreign Office  
£13 million so that children 
of armed forces parents 
and diplomats posted 
abroad can be educated at 
posh schools in Britain.

Some £295,000 of 
Foreign Office money 
went to Eton, £163,000 
to Winchester, £119,000 
to Rugby, £97,000 
to Charterhouse and 
£79,000 to Westminster.

Another £153,000 was 
spent on Prince Charles’s 
old school Gordonstoun.

lBANKRUPT James 
Stunt allegedly 

supplied Prince Charles 
with fake works of art 

that were claimed to be 
worth £100 million.

US art forger Tony 
Tetro claims he painted 
an image of water lilies, 
supposedly a £50 million 
Monet original, which was 
hanging at the prince’s 
Dumfries House.

Two other paintings, 
a £42 million Picasso 
and a £12 million Dali, 
are also in doubt. 

Asbestos in beer 
caused cancers 
ASBESTOS-LACED beer 
from the 1970s is being 
blamed for a quadrupling 
of gullet cancer cases. 

Scientists fear poisoned 
pints may be behind 
the rise in tumours over 
the last five decades 
—90 percent in men. 

Deadly asbestos was 
widely used to filter out 
impurities from beer 
and other alcoholic 
drinks until the 1980s. 

Some pubs used to add 
handfuls of the 
lethal substance 
to the “slops” 
that were left at 
the end of the  
night.

 It cleaned 
the beer before 
it was served to 

unsuspecting customers 
the next day. 

Experts at Cambridge 
and Liverpool universities 
suspect exposure to 
asbestos in pints is likely 
to have sparked the 
fourfold rise in cancer 
of the gullet, the tube 
carrying food from the 
throat to the stomach. 

Liverpool researcher 
Dr Jonathan Rhodes 
said, “Asbestos from beer 
consumed before around 

1980 seems a 
plausible factor.” 

Gullet 
cancer, 
known as 
oesophageal 

cancer, now 
kills nearly 

8,000 people.

HILLSBOROUGH
Trial hears 
Duckenfield’s  
‘sole thought’ 
was save lives

DAVID Duckenfield’s “sole 
thought” when ordering a 
gate to be opened during 
the Hillsborough football 
disaster was to save lives, 
a trial has heard.

Duckenfield was South 
Yorkshire Police match 
commander during the 
1989 disaster that killed  
96 Liverpool football fans.

Duckenfield denies  
95 counts of gross 
negligence manslaughter. 

His retrial is underway at 
Preston Crown Court.

Under the law in 1989, 
Duckenfield can’t be tried 
over the death of the 96th 
victim as he died more 
than a year and a day 
after his injuries were 
sustained.

The court heard last 
week that he felt he had no 
option but to open a gate 
to the stadium to relieve 
a crush that had built up 
outside it. 

Duckenfield accepted 

that he gave no thought as 
to where the fans would 
go after entering the inner 
concourse. 

Many of the fans who 
entered went down a tunnel 
into pens 3 and 4, where 
the fatal crush occurred. 

The court heard 
evidence that Duckenfield 
had accepted that he didn’t 
have a basic knowledge of 
the stadium layout.

He gave no instruction to 
block access to the tunnel.

The jury also heard last 
week that Duckenfield 
had claimed that fans had 
“forced” the gate open. 

Former Football 
Association official Glen 
Kirton said Duckenfield had 
said this led to an “inrush 
of spectators”.

The jury was previously 
told that Duckenfield 
admitted this was a lie, 
when he gave evidence 
to the inquests into the 
deaths.

One member of the jury 
was discharged on Friday 
of last week. 

The trial continues.

Philip Hammond

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘These people 
need putting 
down’
Francesca O’Brien on the 
people appearing in the TV 
programme Benefits Street. 
She is standing for the Tories 
in Gower, South Wales  

‘My own choice 
of election date 
would be a day 
when universities 
are closed and 
Muslims are 
forbidden to do 
anything on pain 
of hell’
Rod Liddle—who was 
previously cautioned for 
assaulting his pregnant 
partner—follows his attack on 
domestic abuse survivor Rosie 
Duffield MP by spreading his 
hate around a bit

‘I actually think 
that Brexit Party 
voters are by 
large pretty wise 
people and that 
they recognise 
that the only 
way to get Brexit 
done is to vote 
Conservative’ 
Jacob Rees-Mogg holds out 
the hand of friendship to 
Nigel Farage

‘All sorts of 
baubles have 
been offered’
Nigel Farage says the Tories 
offered him a peerage
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BLOOD FROM the NHS killed over 2,400



A bigot through 
and through
JEREMY CORBYN said 
he wouldn’t go after Boris 
Johnson personally. 

But Labour’s campaign 
should hammer home that 
he is a dangerous, racist, 
homophobic ruling class 
warrior.

Homophobic 
lJohnson asked why “three 
men and a dog” couldn’t 
marry if LGBT+ people could. 
He said Tony Blair’s Labour 
government was made up of 
“Nancy boys”. 

lWhen Peter Mandelson 
resigned from the 
government, he said it 
caused considerable distress 
to all the “tank-topped 
bumboys”. 

Racist 
lJohnson said news of 
Jonathan Aitken’s resignation 
from Margaret Thatcher’s 
government was brought to 
him in a cleft-stick by “some 
piccaninny from the steaming 
Mato Grosso”.

lHe said the queen was 
routinely welcomed abroad 
by “cheering crowds of   flag 
waving piccaninnies”. 

lDuring a visit by Tony Blair  
to the Democratic Republic 
of Congo Johnson wrote that 
African warriors would all 
“stop their hacking of human 
flesh” and welcome him with 
their “watermelon smiles”. 

Islamophobic 
lIn August last year Johnson 
wrote of Muslim women who 
wear the burqa that, “It is 
absolutely ridiculous that 
people should choose to go 
around looking like letter 
boxes.” 

lHe wrote that, “If a 
constituent came to my 
MP’s surgery with her face 
obscured, I should feel 
fully entitled to ask her to 
remove it. 

“If a female student 
turned up at school or at a 
university lecture looking like 
a bank robber then ditto.” 

Ruling class warrior 
lJohnson said his “first 
spasm of savage right wing 
indignation” happened when 
he was asked to contribute to 
“the blasted miners” during 
the Miners’ Strike of 1984-85. 

lHe celebrated their defeat 
as “a disaster for trade 
unionism... and membership 
has been on a steady 
downward path ever since”.

lJohnson has voted 
consistently to raise the 
tax threshold and reduce 
corporation tax. He has also 
voted in favour of benefit 
cuts and against social rents.

Arrogant, lying and weak, 
Johnson starts campaign
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

BORIS JOHNSON began the 
general election campaign with 
arrogance, lies—and weakness.

He made a slew of spending 
 promises from the NHS to  welfare 
that quickly turned out to be rehashed 
announcements. 

In a bid to win over working class 
voters in marginal seats, the govern-
ment said last Friday that it would 
end the benefits freeze next April. 

That freeze, brought in by the 
Tories in 2016, was always due to 
end in April. 

The move will only see benefits 
rise by 1.7 percent in line with the 
CPI rate of inflation—which doesn’t 
take into account housing costs. 

And there’s no compensation for 
the vicious cuts in the last three years. 

Adam Corlett of the Resolution 
Foundation think tank said, “The 
government’s confirmation that 
 working-age benefits will only keep 
pace with rising prices means there 
will be no increase in living standards. 

“Those in need of extra support 
will continue to be left behind.”

Claimed
On the same day health secretary 
Matt Hancock claimed the promise 
of new cancer equipment showed 
the Tories’ commitment to boosting 
NHS funding. 

But the centrepiece of the Tories’ 
plans is £13 billion of funding to build 
40 new hospitals—a policy already 
announced at their  conference last 
month. 

And that only amounts to  
£2.7  billion to refurbish six hospi-
tals over the next five years. Another 
21  projects will get a small amount 
of seed-funding to “kick-start” their 
plans for the end of the next decade.

There can be no doubt that 
Johnson is a candidate of the rich 
after he hired fracking lobbyist Rachel 

Wolf to write the Tory manifesto. Her 
other clients include energy giant 
Cuadrilla, Amazon and Facebook.

Johnson secured an endorsement 
from bigot-in-chief Donald Trump 
during an LBC radio call in show 
hosted by Brexit Party leader Nigel 
Farage. 

Trump is set to visit London during 
the general election campaign for a 
Nato warmongers’ summit. 

A coalition of groups,  including 
Stop the War and Stand Up To 
Racism, have called a protest for 
Tuesday 3 December. 

Johnson and all of the top Tories 
must be hounded by protests 
 wherever they go.  

O n  t h e  c a m p a i g n ’ s  f i r s t 
day, a  medical student tried 
to confront Johnson when he 

visited Addenbrooke’s Hospital in 
Cambridge. 

Julia Simons said, “We were told we 
weren’t allowed to know he was here. 
He’s too much of a coward to actually 
speak to any real members of staff.”

Although Johnson is weak, he 
could still come out on top. 

At the last election Labour 
 managed to claw back the Tories’ 
lead and deny them a majority, but 
Theresa May still won the most seats 
and 13 million votes. 

And it could be harder this time for 
Labour to shift the debate away from 
Brexit onto class issues that unite 
ordinary people. 

Labour must go after Johnson’s 
record of racism, sexist and bigotry—
driving home that he is the enemy of 
working class people. 

JOHNSON TRIED to dress old policies up as new 

NO TO TRUMP 
NO TO NATO
National demo against 
the Nato heads of state 
meeting in London

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5607 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

“Socialist Worker is the 
only newspaper standing 
consistently against racism, 
and fighting for immigrants 
and refugees’ rights—even 
when it means to go against 
the strong popular current. 

“It shows the issue of 

racism in a broader, political 
context, drawing connections 
between race and class.

“We need the voice of 
Socialist Worker now more 
than ever”
Jacek Szymanski—   
EU migrant worker

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. 

We are asking everyone who enjoys 
Socialist Worker to donate as much as 
they can and help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£83,267

Tuesday 3 
December, 
4-8pm,
Trafalgar Sqr, 
London
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Lib Dems use EU to cosy 
up to favourite Tories
JO SWINSON, the 
Liberal Democrat 
leader, has claimed 
her party could take 
hundreds of seats at 
the general election. 

The party took only 
a dozen seats in 2017. 

It now has 21 MPs 
as various remain 
obsessed MPs left 
Labour or the Tories to 
join them

The yellow Tories 
have tried to have 
a so‑called Remain 
alliance to ensure 
pro‑EU MPs are 
elected. 

So far the Lib Dems 
have said they will 
stand aside for Anna 
Soubry, the former 
Tory and leader of the 
Independent Group for 
Change. They also will 
not stand a candidate 
against former Tory 
Dominic Grieve.

The Lib Dems 
last grew when in 
2010 people had had 
enough of Tony Blair 
and Gordon Brown’s 
Labour governments. 

So they campaigned 
promising to abolish 
student fees—then 
promptly joined a 
coalition government 
that pushed through 
austerity and 
increased the fees.

In that Tory‑Lib 
Dem government 
Swinson, as 
employment minister, 
backed all the 
government’s austerity 
and specifically 

attacked workers’ 
rights. She introduced 
charges of up to 
£1,200 to take out an 
employment tribunal 
case and said zero 
hours contracts 
were a “useful tool 
for flexibility in 
employment”. 

The things the Lib 
Dems like about the 
EU are the things that 
make it a pro‑rich 
bosses’ club.

Just another Lib Dem lie

Farage mounts challenge
THE BREXIT Party has 
unveiled more than  
600 candidates to 
contest next month’s 
general election. 

The right wing 
party said it would 
only stand aside in 
places where MPs 
had rejected Boris 
Johnson’s Brexit deal.

It is a threat to 
the Tory vote. But, as 
Leave voters become 
increasingly frustrated 
with mainstream 
parties’ dithering over 
Brexit, it is also a 
threat to Labour.

Brexit Party leader 
Nigel Farage warned 
on Monday, “We are 
going to hurt the 

Labour Party in the 
most extraordinary 
way.

“Labour voters 
have been completely 
betrayed by the 
Labour Party. They 
are my number 
one target.” Farage 
appealed to Johnson 
to drop his deal and 
form a “Leave pact” 
instead but Johnson 
rejected it. Farage 
won’t stand himself in 
the election, claiming 
he wants to campaign 
all over Britain. 

His real motivation 
may be to avoid 
failing to be elected 
to parliament for an 
eighth time.

The Brexit Party 
will be nervous about 
putting forward 
policies beyond Brexit 
because it would 
puncture their fake 
claim to stand for 
ordinary people. 

Farage has to be 
confronted over his 
racism and other 
views. 

Struggle is the key to victory
STRUGGLE outside 
of parliament is still 
crucial.

The CWU union 
said it has been 
criticised by Tories 
and Liberal Democrats 
for preparing a Royal 
Mail strike during an 
election. 

But many in Labour 
might also balk at the 
prospect of serious 
disruption in the 
run‑up to an election 
and Christmas.

Labour has said 
it will renationalise 
Royal Mail.

This will mean a 
big confrontation with 
bosses who will see 
this as one of the 
first tests of a Corbyn 
government.

Workers’ action will 
be crucial not only to 
defeat the bosses—
but to stop a Labour 
government backing 
down or going back on 
its promises.

University workers 
in the UCU union are 
also planning national 
strikes to defend their 
working conditions, 
pay and pensions.

It’s a battle 
that’s symptomatic 
of similar attacks 
in many other 
workplaces and 
industries.

More strikes will be 
needed whatever the 
result of the coming 
election.
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I will give 
‘wealth and 
power to 
the many’ 
says Corbyn
JEREMY CORBYN has set the 
tone for the Labour Party’s elec-
tion campaign with rallies and 
speeches taking on “the estab-
lishment” and “the wealthy few”.

He joined Labour activists for 
mass rallies in the west of England in 
Swindon, Filton and Bradley Stoke, 
and Gloucester. 

They followed a campaign launch 
that pitched the election as “a once 
in a generation chance to transform 
our country” and an opportunity “to 
take on the vested interests”.

“The big question in this election 
is whose side are you on?” Corbyn 
said. “Are you on the side of the tax 
dodgers who are taking us all for a 
ride?

“The dodgy landlords like the 
Duke of Westminster” and “the big 
polluters like Jim Ratcliffe?

“Or are you on the side of the chil-
dren with special educational needs 
who aren’t getting the support they 
need because of Tory and Lib Dem 
cuts? Are you on the side of working 
people who create the wealth that’s 
then squirrelled away?”

Labour’s campaign also frames 
the election as a chance to  transform 
society. Its new election slogan is 
“It’s time for real change.”

Desperate
The election campaign has  outraged 
right wingers, who are desperate to 
defend the rich.

Lawyers for the super-rich said 
many of their clients were making 
plans to shift their cash out of Britain 
if Labour wins the election.

Billionaire stockbroker Peter 
Hargreaves said, “Certainly the 
very, very wealthy people will  
consider leaving if you make it intol-
erable. People are petrified of him 
and what he might do.”

Josie Hills from law firm Pinsent 
Masons said their clients are worried 
that they can’t send their children 
to prestigious private schools if they 
leave the country. Right wing com-
mentators accused Labour of attack-
ing the aspiration of “hard working 
billionaires”.

A n d  h a t e d 
f o rmer  p r ime 

minister Tony Blair said Corbyn’s 
attacks on the rich were “textbook 
populism, no more acceptable in the 
mouth of someone who calls them-
selves left wing than in the mouth of 
Donald Trump”.

Remaining
He called for support for “moderate 
MPs” who will back remaining in the 
European Union (EU) and refuse to 
vote for Labour’s left wing policies 
in parliament.

Many Labour MPs would also 
have preferred to have made their 
election campaign about Brexit—
with a pledge to remain in the EU.

But Corbyn—having made several 
concessions to the right over Europe 
over the past year—insisted Labour 
would not back Remain. 

He also said the election should 
be a choice between the Tories who 
“give tax handouts to the wealthy 
few,” and Labour which will “spread 
wealth and power to the many”.

One Labour activist told Socialist 
Worker, “I don’t want to focus on 
Brexit. I want to focus on housing 
and the NHS.” Another said Labour 
can win if they “emphasise the 
Green New Deal, the renationalisa-
tion of public services and how we’ll 
properly fund the NHS”.

Following through on the tone 
of Labour’s campaign means going 
beyond large-scale canvassing.

There should be mass public  
rallies in every town and city that 
are demonstrations against years of 
Tory rule.

The central task is to create a 
class feeling around the election 
that can infuse the whole campaign 
with confidence and energy. That 
means campaigning  everywhere—
and encouraging strikes and other 
struggles during the  election period.

CANVASSING STARTED on Labour’s first ‘Super Saturday’ Picture: Dr rosena allin-Khan/twitter

Nicola Stugeon puts on left face 
at Scottish independence rally
SCOTTISH FIRST minister Nicola 
Sturgeon spoke at a mass rally 
in Glasgow last Saturday calling 
for a second independence 
referendum. This is the first time 
she has joined any such street 
protest in the last five years.

Official estimates put the size 
at 20,000 people, but over the 
two and half hours of the rally 
the numbers were probably 
nearer 40,000.

She talked about an 
independent Scotland that 
“invests in our people” and she 
contrasted her vision to “a hard 
Tory Brexit or Trident nuclear 
weapons”.  

Missing was any mention of 
the SNP’s Growth Commission, 
which predicts ten years more of 
austerity after Scotland becomes 
independent.

Disappointingly, Sturgeon did 
not call for the release of the 
Catalan political prisoners or 
condemn the Spanish state.

Unless there is major social 
struggle, the SNP’s best hope 
may be to do a deal with a 
minority Labour government 

led by Jeremy Corbyn. They 
would back Labour in the British 
parliament in return for the right 
to hold a referendum.

Opinion polls at present show 
the SNP will win a large majority 
of seats in Scotland at the 
general election.

Corbyn’s radical message will 
undoubtedly go down well with 
many working class people. 
But Labour’s failure to even 

allow the Scottish parliament to 
choose when there is a second 
independence referendum will 
hamper its ability to win votes.

The rally last Saturday means 
that nearly 400,000 people have 
attended demonstrations across 
Scotland this summer demanding 
independence.

The movement is mainly 
working class people who are 
looking for the sort of policies 
put forward by Sturgeon in her 
speech in Glasgow. Support for 
independence is now running at 
around 50 percent.

Given the size of the active 
base of the independence 
movement there is considerable 
room for optimism that Scotland 
would vote Yes in a referendum. 

That’s why unionist politicians, 
particularly the Tories, are 
unlikely to agree to one.

Unfortunately, Sturgeon and 
the SNP leadership will never 
pursue a strategy which will 
confront the British state with 
the sort of militant action that 
could force their hand.
Bob Fotheringham

Up to 40,000 people gathered

Hargreaves is quaking in his boots

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

A RADICAL CAMPAIGN CAN 
CHASE THE TORIES OUT 

 T
HIS GENERAL election 
is an opportunity to 
kick out the Tories and 
break from a decade of 
austerity, scapegoating of 

Muslims and migrants, and inaction 
over climate change.

If the Tories lose the election on  
12 December, it will be a blow 
to every tax-dodging billionaire 
and bigot in Britain. One financial 
adviser to the super-rich explained 
that “a Labour government under 
Corbyn is a much greater threat 
to them than Brexit”.

If Labour wins, it will make 
working class people more 
confident to fight the bosses.

The Socialist Workers Party 
wants to see a Jeremy Corbyn-led 
Labour government and backs a 
vote for Labour across Britain. 

We will be out on the streets as 
an independent force arguing for a 
vote for Labour.

For Labour to win, there needs 
to be a surge of class feeling. 

A campaign that goes beyond 
just canvassing can draw in tens of 
thousands of working class people 
who aren’t normally involved in 
politics. 

The big Corbyn rallies during 
the 2017 general election helped 
to transform the mood and made 

the left feel on the front foot. 
Crucially, resistance in the 

streets, campuses and workplaces 
can boost the feeling for change.

Everyone should take their 
lead from medical student Julia 
Simons, who tried to confront 
Boris Johnson at a walkabout in 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital last week. 

Wherever Johnson goes, he 
must be hounded by protesters.

Campaigns such as Stand Up To 
Racism, Keep Our NHS Public and 
climate movements can hold joint 
days of action in the streets to 
drum up opposition to the Tories.

Strikes by workers in Royal Mail 
and in universities could electrify 
the political atmosphere.

The climate movement has 

shown that strikes, direct action 
and protests can shift public 
opinion on a mass scale. 

A majority of people said the 
climate crisis would affect how they 
would vote, according to a poll 
published last week. 

If Extinction Rebellion and the 
school strikers hadn’t taken action 
outside “official” politics, support 
for action on climate change 
wouldn’t be so high. 

But resistance isn’t important 
just because it would help Labour 
get elected. Real power in society 
lies outside parliament—with 
corporations that make all the big 
economic decisions. 

To win a world that puts people 
and planet before profit, we need 
to confront the power of capital.

Even if Labour wins, that will 
still be the case. 

The rich will pull out all the 
stops to undermine a Labour 
government, let alone fundamental 
change. 

And it will take mass 
mobilisations, not parliamentary 
manoeuvres, to take them on. 

We call on Socialist Worker 
supporters to help to shift the 
mood in society during the 
election and build the resistance 
we need to get real change. 

WE DESERVE BETTER LIVES
 THE REALITY of rising debt 

and falling wages under Tory 
austerity was laid bare in 

new research from the TUC union 
federation released on Tuesday.

Amid the fog of Tory Brexit 
chaos and electioneering, it 
underlines how ordinary people 
are struggling.

The report showed how average 
non-mortgage debt for a working 
family has soared to £14,200.

And figures from the Office for 
National Statistics also showed that 
median earnings are still £20 a week 

lower than the same figure in 2008. 
Because of pay cuts and austerity, 

the average working family has lost 
£14,278 over the last 11 years. 

This comes alongside a wider 
picture of zero hours contracts, 
benefit freezes, the imposition of 
Universal Credit and a host of 
other austerity measures.

Personal insolvency—when 
people can’t pay their debts—is on 
the rise. 

In the first three quarters of 
2019, some 93,042 people declared 
personal insolvency—an increase 

on 2018’s unusually high figure. 
One in 50 households used a 

food bank in 2018-19. The average 
income of households using food 
banks was £50 a week after rent. 

The architects of austerity 
shouldn’t be allowed to forget 
the misery and poverty they have 
inflicted on millions of people. 

These statistics should smash 
apart Tory sloganeering about how 
“Britain deserves better”. 

Working class people deserve 
better—and that means booting 
the Tories out.

Even if Labour 
wins, we will 
need to confront 
the power of 
capital

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 
MARIO NAIN

 The left in Chile has  
 abandoned struggle
THE UPRISING in Chile continues, and it is raising 
fundamental questions about neoliberalism and even 
capitalism.

A general strike is still taking place and there are massive 
street protests. A huge march that started in the city of 
Valparaiso last week arrived in Santiago last Saturday.

The scale and ferocity of the uprising is such that Chilean 
president Sebastian Pinera has announced the cancellation 
of two high profile international meetings. 

One was the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit 
that had been scheduled for mid-November. The other was 
the United Nations Climate Change Conference, known as 
COP25, which was set for early December.

Pinera had been set up internationally as the example of the 
success of neoliberalism. Now he is an example of its failure. 

US president Donald Trump has ridiculously blamed the 
protests that have swept Chile for three weeks on “foreign 
efforts”. More ominously he has underlined his support for 
Pinera’s attempts to “restore order”.

The motivation for the revolt has come from the dynamic 
of Chilean society, not from outside.

Chile is a hugely unequal society. A report on Chilean 
television recently showed that 26,000 people had died from 
malnutrition or lack of medicine or hospital care. An elderly 
couple killed themselves because they had no food. 

People say the public hospitals have conditions like 
Victorian Britain. Neoliberalism is a death sentence.

The richest 1 percent grab around a third of all income. The 
protests resonate with massive sections of society—workers, 
unemployed people, even sections of the middle class. 

Only the top elites despise the protesters.
It may have all begun after an increase in transport fares 

but it has immediately expanded to include education, 
health and the rich-poor divide.

The ruling class is in a profound political, ideological and 
economic crisis. 

Disarmed
Ideologically it is completely disarmed, because it cannot 
defend the supposed wonders of the free market. 

There was economic expansion throughout the 1990s and 
2000s. But that halted, deepening the crisis of legitimacy.

The rulers have opted to criminalise protesters and use 
violence. At least 20 people, probably many more, have been 
killed by police and the army since the protests began. 

The “day of the dead” commemorations in many areas of 
Chile this year were dedicated to the fallen protesters.

At the moment the social movement does not have a 
political leadership. 

The traditional left parties, the Socialist Party and the 
Communist Party, are compromised by their role in the 
“left” governments that came before Pinera. These also 
implemented neoliberalism.

There was a huge school students’ rebellion against 
privatisation during the Socialist Party government of 
president Michelle Bachelet. That government turned its 
back on the movement.

Frente Amplio—Broad Front—a new leftist political 
coalition, was established in 2017. It brings together various 
radical, green and autonomist groups. But it too has failed 
to break from concentration on elections rather than the 
movement from below. 

On demonstrations you see only the Chilean flag or 
the Mapuche indigenous flag, none of the flags of the 
mainstream left parties. There is a huge vacuum that needs 
to be filled by revolutionary organisation. 

In the past, the ruling class had an ideology of crude 
anti-Communism. All its propaganda was geared to portray 
socialism as an anti-democratic totalitarian regime. 

Now it cannot do that because the Communist Party and 
the Socialist Party are completely invisible in the street 
movement. 

There is talk of a “national conversation” and “people’s 
assemblies” driven from the top.

But so much more is possible.
It’s not a matter of a small reform here or there. It’s about 

fighting for a revolutionary transformation.
Mario Nain is a socialist who was imprisoned in Chile after 
 general Augusto Pinochet’s coup in 1973

 New migrant death exposes   
 cruelty of Britain’s border
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

A NIGERIAN refugee in 
Calais, France, has died 
of smoke inhalation after 
lighting a fire inside his 
tent in a desperate bid to 
keep warm.

His friend discovered the 
man’s body near the Des 
Huttes Road on Friday of last 
week.

He was one of hundreds 
of refugees who are forced 
to sleep rough in makeshift 
settlements across northern 
France and Belgium. 

One of the dead refugee’s 
friends said, “Yesterday he 
was feeling so cold so he 
tried to heat himself up, then 
this morning he did not wake 
up.”

Aid organisations have 
slammed the man’s death 
as a product of authorities’  
harassment of refugees and 
aid volunteers.

Brutality
Care4Calais, one of the main 
charities working in north-
ern France, said, “This illus-
trates more powerfully than 
 anything we can say the bru-
tality of the living conditions 
for people in Calais. 

“Winter has started and 
they have no way to keep 
warm, it has been raining for 
days and they have nowhere 
to get dry.”

There were large queues 
near where the Nigerian man 
died last weekend as refugees 
tried to get winter clothes 
from aid volunteers. 

Care4Calais said, “We 
have had days of torrential 
rain. 

“On every distribution we 
have seen people shivering 
and shaking without coats, 
their inadequate clothing 

soaked through. “We were 
able to give coats to every-
one at one site in Calais, but 
we have hardly any left for 
the other places we go to in 
Calais, Brussels, Dunkirk and 
Paris.” 

Refugees have fled war, 
dictatorship and poverty, 
many making the peril-
ous journey across the 
Mediterranean Sea in small 
boats.

Those who make it to 
Europe face police brutality 
and squalid living conditions.

The main refugee sites 
in Calais and Dunkirk were 
evicted and levelled last 
month.

This followed a deal 
between Tory home secretary 
Priti Patel and French interior 
minister Christophe Castaner 
to increase border security.

More repression will not 
stop refugees—it will only 
force them to take more 
 dangerous routes.

This was brought home 
last month after the bodies of 
39 people were found in the 
back of a refrigerated lorry in 
Essex.

The container had come 
from Zeebrugge in Belgium 
to the port of Purfleet in 

Essex.  Police have confirmed 
that all of the people were 
migrants from Vietnam. 

Some Vietnamese families 
have described how they paid 
tens of thousands of pounds 
to people  smugglers in the 
hope of a better life.

People smugglers are 
gangsters whose business 
survives because of racist 
immigration rules. 

The only solution is to 
open the border, giving 
people safe and legal routes 
to Britain and Europe.
Stand Up To Racism is encour-
aging collections in workplaces 
and elsewhere for its winter 
appeal for refugees

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

REFUGEES LIVE in freezing conditions in northern 
France (above) Care for Calais needs donations (left)

 UN rapporteur—Assange’s life ‘at risk’ in prison
AN INDEPENDENT United 
Nations rights expert 
has warned that the 
conditions WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange is 
being held in are putting 
his life “at risk”. 

“Unless the UK urgently 
changes course and 
alleviates his inhumane 
situation, Mr Assange’s 
continued exposure to 
arbitrariness and abuse 
may soon end up costing 
his life,” Nils Melzer said 
on Friday. 

Melzer is the UN special 
rapporteur on torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment.

Assange appeared 
confused at a recent court 
hearing. 

He struggled to recall 
his name and age.

He faces extradition 
from Britain to the United 
States on espionage 
charges—and long jail 
terms for showing the 
reality of brutal US wars. 

In 2010 Assange’s 
WikiLeaks website 
released about 470,000 
classified military 
documents concerning US 
diplomacy and the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

It later released a 
further 250,000 classified 

US diplomatic cables.
Many of these were 

obtained by former US 
soldier Chelsea Manning. 

She spent seven years in 
jail and has this year been 
jailed and fined again for 
refusing to name those 
who helped her.

Assange should not be 
sent to the US.

But it can’t be ignored 
that he has faced 
accusations of sexual 
assault and rape in 
Sweden. 

Two women made 
allegations against him in 
2010. 

Over the course of 

the last few months, 
seven witness interviews 
have been conducted by 
Swedish authorities as 
part of the investigation 
concerning Assange. 

An analysis of this 
material is now underway, 
after which the public 
prosecutor will decide how 
to proceed with the case.

Assange should face 
trial in Sweden if those 
who made the complaint 
continue with it.

But he should not be 
sent to the US. To do so 
would punish someone 
for exposing imperial 
slaughter.
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Sixth form workers fight 
dangerous college cuts
by SADIE ROBINSON 

WORKERS ACROSS 25 sixth 
form colleges across England 
struck together on Tuesday.

It was the second strike in the 
NEU union’s campaign to win more 
funding and higher pay. 

The walkout hit sixth form 
colleges in London, Sheffield, 
Cambridge, Shrewsbury, Leicester, 
Brighton, Leeds, Surrey and many 
other places.

The union wants an extra  
£700 million in funding to make up 
for real terms cuts since 2010. 

Strikers told Socialist Worker 
about the horrendous impact of the 
cuts on students.

Caroline works with students 
with special educational needs  
at Newham Sixth Form College 
in east London. “We have to wait 
longer for students to be assessed,” 
she said. 

“If we’re short of staff we pri-
oritise those with severe needs. 
Students with moderate needs are 
overlooked.”

Striker Fran added, “One of my 
students is partially sighted. In 
some lessons there is no extra sup-
port worker for her, and it’s because 
of funding cuts. 

“She needs someone to read 
things to her, but instead she brings 
a laptop and tries to enlarge materi-
als on the screen.”

Dangerous 
NEU rep Catherine said cuts to 
funding could be “dangerous”. “If 
students have problems and no one 
to go to, they will slip through the 
net,” she said. 

“There will be more  safeguarding 
issues.”

Striker Ben said tutors, who  
provide pastoral care and help 
students with Ucas university 
 applications, have been cut. 

“A lot of students have special 
needs, mental health issues or are 
new to learning English,” he said.

“But out of 14 tutors, 12 went 
and there are only a handful of 
 permanent tutors now. 

“We’re seeing more flare-ups and 
behaviour problems.”

And Ben added that cuts have 
affected the help students receive 
with their Ucas applications.

 “I worry about the quality of 
the advice students are getting,” he 
said. 

“Some students could miss the 
deadline for applying, and others 
will end up doing courses they 
aren’t suited for.” 

The campaign has galvanised 
more people into action. The first 
strike on 17 October saw new faces 
on picket lines and more workers 
joining the union.

Newham NEU rep Rob said, 
“We’ve had about 12 people join the 

union since the strikes began. When 
people see you’re taking action, 
they want to get involved.”

The NEU plans a third strike 
on Wednesday 20 November. 
And reballots of 16 colleges that  
narrowly missed the 50 percent 
turnout threshold in the strike 
ballot could mean even more col-
leges join it.

Joint NEU general secretary 
Kevin Courtney previously said that, 
in the event of a general election, 
the union would keep up the fight. 
It must stick to that promise.

Rob said the election “is the per-
fect opportunity to put education 
cuts high up the political agenda”. 

And Fran added, “I don’t want 
this to become a Brexit election. It 
has to be about all the issues that 
ordinary people are facing.”

WORKERS ARE fighting for funding for their students Pictures: Guy smallman

UCU calls eight strike days
EIGHT DAYS of strikes are 
set to hit 60 universities 
from Monday 25 November 
to Wednesday 4 December. 

UCU union members 
have voted in overwhelming 
numbers to stage walkouts—
in one ballot to defend their 
working conditions 
and pay, and in a 
second ballot to 
defend pensions.

Some 74 percent 
of workers across 
147 universities 
voted to strike over 
pay and working 
conditions, on a  
49 percent turnout.

And in another 
ballot, 79 percent 

of UCU members voted to 
strike to defend their USS 
pension scheme, achieving 
a 53 percent turnout.

The ballots were 
“disaggregated”—each 
university voted separately. 

Under Tory anti-union laws, 
only universities 
that reached 
the 50 percent 
turnout threshold 
are able to stage 
walkouts legally.

Strikes over pay 
and pensions will 
hit 43 universities. 

A further three 
will strike over 
pensions, and 
another 14 over pay.

Post strikes 
could be 
called soon
POSTAL WORKERS in Royal 
Mail could soon set a date 
for national strikes—with the 
potential for action during the 
election period and in the  
run-up to Christmas.

Senior CWU union 
reps were set to meet on 
Wednesday of next week to 
discuss the next steps in their 
campaign to defend jobs and 
working conditions. 

The union’s national 
executive committee will meet 
shortly after—and could call 
strikes for the end of this 
month. 

Action could be timed to 
disrupt parcels from Black 
Friday and Cyber Monday—
two of the busiest online 
shopping days of the year due 
to discounts. This could be at 
the same time as university 
strikes and the 29 November 
school climate strikes. 

Postal workers voted for 
strikes in a ballot that ended 
in mid-October. 

The union has since been 
locked into a mediation 
process, which was set to end 
of Friday of this week.

But Royal Mail bosses have 
pushed ahead with attempts 
to drive down workers’ terms 
and condition. 

The CWU hit out last week 
at moves to recruit parcel 
delivery drivers on later hours 
and varying rates of pay. 

Union activists believe 
the drivers will not only be 
used to break the strike—but 
also foreshadow a future 
workforce on worse pay and 
conditions.

And Royal Mail bosses also 
dared to demand that workers 
agree not to strike during the 
election period—promising 
only a four-hour negotiation 
in return.

The CWU refused the bait, 
saying the offer was “raised 
on deceit”.

IN THIS WEEK

 2016
Donald Trump 
elected president
DONALD TRUMP is 
elected as the US bigot-
in-chief as he sweeps into 
office at the White House.

Over five million 
people take part in 
worldwide Women’s 
Marches to oppose his 
inauguration two months 
later. 

On other pages...
Is Labour gearing up for a radical 
election campaign?>>Page 17 A UCU union striker 
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 Protesters  
 stay on the  
 streets to  
 win change
Movements in Iraq and Lebanon are 
defying repression and attempts to 
divide them, says Nick Clark
TENS OF thousands of people 
in Iraq have fought pitched bat-
tles with police, as they blocked 
major roads in the centre of 
 capital city Baghdad.

Demonstrators want an end to 
poverty and unemployment—and 
the fall of the corrupt, sectarian 
political system imposed by the US 
after its 2003 invasion.

Protests in Baghdad have centred 
on the capital’s Tahrir Square, while 
thousands of mostly young demon-
strators have taken control of key 
roads through the city.

Students have held sit-ins at their 
schools and the national teachers’ 
union extended a strike launched 
last week. Engineering, doctors 
and lawyers’ organisations have all 
backed the protests.

In Basra—a city at the centre 
of the oil industry—thousands of 
 protesters blocked roads leading to 
the country’s main Gulf port.

Protesters burned tyres and set 
up concrete blocks around the Umm 
Qasr port, south of Basra, after secu-
rity forces attacked a sit-in. At least 
100 people were wounded in bat-
tles between protesters and  security 
forces.

Killed
At least 256 people have been 
killed since demonstrations began 
on 17 October. Protesters in 
 Baghdad have set up makeshift 
hospitals in Tahrir Square, staffed 
by volunteer medical workers and 
rickshaw drivers.

Iraq’s government has been 
forced to plead with people to 
end the protests. Prime minister 
Adel Abdul Mahdi said the revolt’s 
impact on the oil industry “shook 
the political system”.

He said it was “causing big losses 
exceeding billions of dollars”. 

President Barham Salih said on 
Thursday of last week that Abdul 
Mahdi was prepared to resign.

It comes after protesters in 
Lebanon forced the resignation of 
Saad Hariri as their prime minister. 

As in Iraq, hundreds of thousands 
of people in Lebanon want the end 

of the government and an entirely 
new political system. 

Protests began after Hariri’s gov-
ernment introduced a tax on calls 
made via WhatsApp.

The protests abated slightly fol-
lowing Hariri’s resignation. But 
tens of thousands of people stayed 
on the streets in the city of Tripoli, 
and protesters blocked roads in the 
capital Beirut on Monday.

Lebanon’s government hopes 
the lengthy process of choosing a 
new prime minister will take the 
momentum out of the protests.

Har ir i—a Western-backed 
politician—led a coalition of groups 
supported by the West, and those 
such as Hizbollah, which is backed 
by Iran.

Western governments may hope 
the demonstrations could be used 
to weaken Hizbollah. Hariri said he 
could return as prime minister if 
Hizbollah makes “concessions”.

Supporters of Hizbollah have 
sided with the government and 
attacked demonstrations.

But demonstrators have remained 
united across sectarian divides, 
and against all of Lebanon’s ruling 
groups chanting, “Revolution,” and, 
“All of them means all of them.”

On other pages...
Wildfires rage across the US 
>>Page 20

BACK STORY
Revolts are continuing against 
regimes in Iraq and Lebanon
lIn Lebanon, demonstrators 
have united across sectarian 
divides to demand change
lAnd protests in Iraq have 
forced the government to plead 
with people to end their action 
lGovernments hope that 
making a few changes at the top 
can placate the movements
lBut protesters are demanding 
an entirely new political system—
and want whole regimes to go

BIG PROTESTS took place in Beirut on Sunday, demanding an end to the government 

 Veteran FLN fighters join big protest  
 movement that says regime must go 
by SHEILA AMROUCHE 

HUGE democracy demonstrations 
in Algeria, north Africa, last week 
came on a particularly important 
date.

Friday 1 November marked 
65 years since the Algerian war of 
independence began, following 
132 years of French colonial 
occupation. 

On that day the National 
Liberation Front (FLN) launched 
attacks throughout Algeria in 
the opening act of a war of 
independence. 

This date lives on in the 
imagination of today’s marchers, 
who brandished images of famous 
fighters of the Algerian revolution. 

They also demanded the release 
of all political detainees.

Poured
Last week was the 37th successive 
Friday of demonstrations. 
Hundreds of thousands poured 
onto the streets in Algiers and 
many other cities. 

Mass protests broke out in 
February, forcing president 
Abdelaziz Bouteflika to stand 
down.

They have continued every week 

under the slogan, “Down with the 
regime.”

On Sunday the union 
representing Sonelgaz workers 
called for a three-day strike this 
week “to support the people in 
their demands”. 

Sonelgaz is the state-owned 
utility in charge of electricity and 
natural gas distribution.

The union said, “The departure 
of Bouteflika had given the group’s 
workers hope for change. 

“But not only has nothing 
changed, our social situation 
continues to deteriorate.” 

Friday’s demonstrations saw 
the presence of the flag of the 
Berber minority, a first since it was 

banned in June. Iconic figures of 
the FLN such as Djamila Bouhired 
and Zora Drif, are participating in 
the hirak, or protest movement. 

During the war of 
independence, they were two of 
the three FLN female bombers 
depicted in the 1966 film The 
Battle of Algiers.

Pride
Bouhired said that if the elders 
liberated Algeria from colonial 
rule, today’s young people are 
“giving back to Algerians the 
freedoms and pride robbed from 
them since independence”. 

On 30 June a prominent veteran 
of that war, 86 year old Lakhdar 
Bouregaa, was arrested. He is 
under investigation for “weakening 
the morale of the army during 
peacetime”. 

Bouregaa refused to answer 
questions in court on 22 October. 

“He did not want to answer, 
saying to the judge that he does 
not recognise the system of 
power,” said his lawyer Abdelghani 
Badi. “He added that he does not 
want to betray the hirak.”
For solidarity with Algerian prisoners 
go to menasolidaritynetwork.com/
algeriasolidarity

ALGERIA

A protester in Algeria last week
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Canning Town 
was bad idea  
YOU ARE very wrong 
and mistaken to back 
the Extinction Rebellion 
protests at Canning Town 
Tube station  
(Socialist Worker,  
23 October).  

It’s unbelievable those 
claiming to be socialists 
would back people who 
disrupt ordinary working 
class people trying to get 
to work. 

And to equate these 
protests with Tube 
strikes is ridiculous. 

Striking Tube workers 
are taking industrial 
action for better working 
conditions. These 
protestors on the tube 
were mostly wealthy 
middle class people. 

You will come across 
as alienating working 
class people with this 
attitude.

Dan Factor
East London

Break down 
British border
THE ESSEX lorry 
deaths were the result 
of the British racism 
that ensures grim, 
‘impermeable’ frontiers.

People traffickers are 
just the symptom of the 
dilemma that is British 
bigotry. 

The answer is to 
smash down British 
borders. 

Zekria Ibrahimi
West London

Vietnam is to 
blame too  
SOCIALIST Worker is 
right in say that Tories 
have “blood on their 
hands” of the 39 people 
who died in a lorry last 
week. 

Vietnam’s government 
should also take 
responsibility. 

It has overseen a long 
economic boom going 
on over decades, while 
making no attempt to 
solve the pockets of 
extreme poverty. 

Simon Andrews
Spain

Brexit debate 
is such a drag  
THE DEBATE over Brexit 
has dragged on for ages 
and, in my opinion, it has 
turned people away from 
political debates and 
interests.

Whether Britain 
should remain or leave 
is not an argument over 
fighting for a socialist or 
just society.

Charlie Douthwaite
Barrow-on Furness

Just a 
thought...

EU negotiator Michel Barnier  

Reject a no-deal, but don’t support EU
WE DO not support a 
no-deal or any other kind 
of Tory Brexit, but  
Sabby Sagall is wrong to 
argue that we should 
support remaining in the 
European Union (EU)  
(Socialist Worker letters, 
16 October).  

A Remain vote would 
provide the Tories with an 
alibi to blame anything 
that happens 
subsequently on the 
decision to stay part of 
the EU.

Even mainstream 
economists believe that 
we are on the brink of 
new, possibly very deep 

recession triggered by 
company debt. 

This would likely cause 
companies to go bust 
creating mass 
unemployment. 

And we would see a 
doubling down on 

austerity whether we 
were in or out of the EU.

Imagine the response if 
there was a Remain vote 
and then a new recession 
created the kind of 
conditions that Remainers 
said would happen with a 
no-deal Brexit. 

There would be a huge 
boost for the far right.

The only way we can 
defend our rights and 
working conditions is to 
fight for them, rather 
than relying on right wing 
EU governments to do it 
for us.

Steve Wilkins
Kent

Don’t trust 
the Tories’ 
health lies
PEOPLE SHOULD not be 
taken in by the Tories’ talk 
of giving more money to 
the NHS. 

Until 2010, the NHS 
budget used to have an 
average uplift of 4 percent 
a year. 

But since the Tories got 
in, it’s only been 1 percent, 
which is not enough to 
even keep up with inflation. 

So even if they did put 
more money into the NHS, 
it wouldn’t be enough to 
make up for the cutbacks.

And health secretary 
Matt Hancock said the NHS 
is not “up for grabs” to 
private companies last 
week. But that’s because 
even many of the Tories’ 
supporters are against 
selling off the NHS. 

Their record shows  
they’re slowly fragmenting 
the health service.   

Jackie Applebee
GP in east London

nWE NEED to completely 
get rid of the Health and 
Social Care Act 2012, 
which totally opened up the 
NHS to privatisation.

Labour was saying it 
would keep the contracting 
out services, but make the 
NHS the “preferred bidder”. 

But we want better, 
because we know 
contracting out will always 
means cutting corners and 
reducing staff conditions.

There was more money 
for the NHS under the Tony 
Blair years.

But that funding came 
hand in hand with an 
increase in privatisation, so 
money was being funnelled 
into putting out and 
running the contracts. 

Gwyneth Powell-Davis
Health worker in Bristol

Tell your miners’ strike 
stories for a new film
WE’RE INVITING former 
miners, their wives and 
families and anyone who 
supported them during 
the Miners’ Strike of 
1984-85 to come and 
speak on camera. 

“We want their 
favourite stories—sad, 
funny, inspiring, or 
anything they wish to 
share—from the time.  

Filming will take place 
throughout the day on  
7 December from  
10am until 4pm. 

And you can also 
browse the National 

Union of Mineworkers 
(NUM) banner collection 
in the Miners’ Hall and 
see images from artist 
Darren Coffield’s Ashes 
and Diamonds exhibition. 

Tea and coffee will be 
provided.

Joe Rollin
Unite union  North East, Yorkshire 

and Humber region  
Miners’ Strike stories filming 
Sat 7th December, 
10am–4pm 
NUM Barnsley 
2 Huddersfield Road,  
Barnsley S70 2LS 
Contact Joe directly on  
joe.rollin@unitetheunion.org

Vote Labour—and keep up 
the fight against austerity 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT of the 
general election is welcome news 
for anyone who is committed to 
challenging the racism and 
austerity we have suffered under 
the Tories. 

It provides us a chance to get rid 
of this rotten government and 
elect a socialist prime minister in 
Jeremy Corbyn. But we can’t let 
the election cause us to stop 
fighting for two reasons. 

Firstly, no one can predict an 
election and we can’t place all our 
hopes on getting the right result.

The stakes are too high. 
Whether in Grenfell Tower or in 
the back of a lorry in Essex, lives 
are lost every day because of this 
vicious government. We can’t 

afford to gamble—we need to fight 
and win now. 

Secondly, in fighting now we 
will actually increase the chances 
of a Jeremy Corbyn victory. 

I’m a postal worker and often 
have discussions with colleagues 
about support for Corbyn. 

Those discussions are much 
easier now we are likely to strike. 

Corbyn has already come out in 
support of us whereas the Tories 
put through the privatisation that 
threatened our jobs in the first 
place. 

It’s much easier to show my 
fellow workers who really 
represents their interests when we 
are fighting. The Tories will try to 
make this election about Brexit to 

distract from the important issues 
that people face. 

The more we fight the more we 
expose the real divisions in society 
and the more we allow Corbyn to 
show he’s on the right side.

Adam Cochrane
Essex

nIT’S GREAT an election is now on 
but I can’t help but be worried 
about Nigel Farage’s Brexit Party. 

Are hardcore Tory Brexiteers 
going to trust Boris Johnson to see 
the project through?

I’m worried the racist Brexit 
Party have the most to gain from 
the general election, but I hope I’m 
proven wrong. 

Janet Dyer
East London
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 GRENFELL
 STILL NO
 RECKONING
 FOR REAL
 CULPRITS
The Tory politicians and housing bosses responsible for 
the murder of 72 people in the Grenfell fire avoided the 
spotlight in the inquiry’s report last week. Gabby Thorpe 
argues it will take a real fight to make sure that those 
responsible are held to account 

BORIS JOHNSON
A guilty man 
masquerading as 
a saviour 
BORIS JOHNSON has blood on 
his hands. 

As mayor of London between 
2008 and 2016, he slashed fire 
cover across the capital. 

And when questioned over it 
at a Mayor’s Question Time at 
the London Assembly, Johnson 
retorted, “Get stuffed.” 

He slashed £100 million from 
the London Fire Brigade’s budget, 
axed over 550 jobs, ten fire 
stations and 27 engines. 

One consequence of this was 
that the nearest fire engine with 
a ladder tall enough to reach 
Grenfell was based in Surrey. 

And in Kensington and Chelsea 
itself, fire cover had been halved 
from eight to four engines.

Government and 
housing bosses 
ignored vital fire 
safety concerns 
six times

1      The coroner called for a 
review of “stay put” after 
the 2009 Lakanal House 
fire in south London. 
Firefighters called for a 
national review of policy 
when stay put fails. The 
government ignored them.

2    The 2005 fire safety 
order watered down 
fire safety. Firefighters 
warned this would lead 
to fewer inspections. The 
government ignored them.

3         Firefighters warned 
that brigades were not 
sufficiently prepared for 
high-rise fires after the 
1999 Garnock Court fire. 
The government ignored 
them.

4      Firefighters warned of 
the dangers of flammable 
cladding after the 1999 
Garnock Court fire. The 
government ignored them.

5    Campaigners from the 
Grenfell Action Group 
had warned that exactly 
this kind of tragedy was 
waiting to happen. One blog 
post suggested that “only 
an incident that results 
in serious loss of life” 
would cause the council’s 
practices to be scrutinised.

6    Another shows ten 
instances when the council 
was warned about the 
safety of the building.

F
OR OVER two years Tory 
ministers, councillors 
and housing bosses have 
dodged responsibility for 
the murder of 72 people 
in the Grenfell fire. When 

the public inquiry’s report was pub-
lished last week, they all breathed 
a sigh of relief at being kept out of 
the firing line once again.

Sir Martin Moore-Bick’s interim 
report called for “urgent action” 
to stop a repeat of the atrocity and 
talked about “systematic failings”. 

But it only looks into the immediate 
causes of the fire and the response of 
authorities on the night. The decisions 
by Kensington and Chelsea council, 
housing chiefs and building subcon-
tractors will only be scrutinised in the 
second part of the inquiry.

Judy Bolton, a Justice4Grenfell 
campaigner who lost relatives in the 
fire, said, “I feel that the inquiry is 
actually back to front.

“It should have started with chal-
lenging what led up to Grenfell. 
Deregulation and cuts within the fire 
service, within social housing, all of 
those things. It should have been able 
to start there.” 

The report was far from a 
 whitewash and many survivors and 
relatives welcomed it, saying they felt 
“vindicated”. 

One survivor, Tiago Alves, was 
pleased it ruled that the  refurbishment 
of the tower had breached  building 
regulations. “Because this is ille-
gal,” he said, “the rest of the country 
shouldn’t have this on their buildings.” 

The works in 2014-16 had added 
highly flammable cladding to the 
outer walls. On the night, it meant 
they “did not adequately resist the 
spread of fire over them” and “on the 
contrary promoted it”.

But the limited scope of the report 
means it doesn’t ask why Grenfell was 
wrapped in flammable cladding. 

Lucy Masoud, a firefighter who 
was sent to Grenfell, said, “Had that 
building not been social housing, we 
know that there wouldn’t have been 
so many failures. 

“Why did Grenfell have flammable 
cladding and no sprinklers and only 
one dry riser? Because it was social 
housing and the decision makers 
don’t care about the social housing 
tenants.” 

She added, “Every politician, every 

MP, should be dragged from the House 
of Commons to look at that building 
and be made to see and understand 
that the decisions they made led to 
what took place.”

The same contempt for working 
class people saw the council and hous-
ing chiefs ignore residents’  warnings 
about fire safety. It also explains why 
the Tory government ignored rec-
ommendations in the wake of the 
Lakanal House fire in 2009 (see box). 

When Grenfell Tower was built in 
1972-74, it was built to higher safety 
standards than apply to new buildings. 

But more than three decades of 
deregulation fuelled a race to the 
bottom, where cost-cutting comes 
ahead of people’s lives. 

Former Tory prime minister David 
Cameron even boasted of leading the 
“first government in modern history 
to leave office with fewer regulations 
than when it entered”.

He had backed a report calling for 
a “bonfire of regulations” in 2012.

Maintenance
Leadbitter, the preferred contrac-
tor, had estimated it would take  
£11.3 million to refurbish Grenfell. 

This was £1.6 million higher 
than the estimate from Kensington 
and Chelsea Tenant  Management 
Organisation (TMO), a council 
 arms-length body responsible for 
maintenance of the tower.

Because of this, the contract was 
put out to tender and awarded to 
building firm Rydon. 

In the aftermath of the fire, the 
Tory-run council initially claimed 
it could not afford the extra cost of 

non-flammable cladding. This was 
supposedly because it could only fund 
the refurbishment through money 
raised from council rents.

But  in  June a  Bureau of 
Investigative Journalism report found 
that it had used money from selling 
 basement flats in Elm Park Gardens. 

Tory  counc i l  l eader  Nick  
Paget-Brown and lead councillor for 
housing Rock Fielding-Mellon were 
both forced to resign in the wake of 

the fire.
But Paget-Brown only apologised 

for the “perceived failings” of the 
council—and even suggested residents 
were to blame for poor fire safety. He 
claimed, “Many residents wanted us to 
get on with the installation of new hot 
water systems and new boilers.

“Retrofitting new sprinkler systems 
would have delayed the building.”

In reality, the council’s record 
shows that residents’ concerns were 
not what drove the refurbishment. 

One council planning document 
shows the decision was partly taken 
to make a nicer view for plush flats. 

The document complained that 
“due to its height the tower is  
visible from the adjacent Avondale 
Conservation Area to the south and 
the Ladbroke Conservation Area to 
the east”. 

“The changes to the existing tower 
will improve its appearance especially 
when viewed from the surrounding 
area,” it said. 

What happened on the night and 
the authorities’ response has to be 
seen against this bigger backdrop.

A large part of Moore-Bick’s report 
focuses on the London Fire Brigade’s 

THOUSANDS JOINED night time 
protests for Grenfell to demand 
that those responsible face justice 
(above). Justice For Grenfell 
campaigner Moyra Samuels (right)
 Pictures: Guy smallman

(LFB) response on the night of the 
fire. Moore-Bick praised the bravery 
of firefighters at the scene, but said 
“systematic failings” meant more 
lives were lost.

He said that “both personnel and 
systems were overwhelmed by the 
scale of the disaster”. 

Junior ranking f iref ighters 
were sent to the scene to act as 
 commanders with no real knowledge 
of how to handle high rise buildings.

And emergency call operators were 
so overwhelmed they were unable to 
advise residents correctly on how best 
to act.

Spread
Moyra Samuels, spokesperson for 
the Justice4Grenfell campaign, told 
Socialist Worker, “Especially in the 
case of call centre workers, the report 
recognises a lack of training.

“It also speaks to cuts made to the 
fire services.” 

The report focuses heavily on the 
“stay put” policy, which saw authori-
ties tell residents to stay in their flats 
for up to two hours. The advice was 
eventually withdrawn. But Moore-
Bick said more lives could have been 
saved had that happened earlier.

There are important questions about 
the stay put policy—but it was severely 
compromised by the cladding. Matt 
Wrack, FBU firefighters’ union general 
secretary, said, “The truth is that the 
fire spread the way it did because it 
was wrapped in flammable cladding.

“The firefighters turned up after 
that had happened, after the  building 
had already been turned, in reality, 
into a death trap.

“Firefighters’ actions on the night, 
which were remarkable in the circum-
stances, are now being scrutinised. 

“Nobody is trying to avoid scrutiny, 

but we think that the ordering of the 
inquiry is completely back to front.”

Moyra added, “It comes back to the 
refurbishment. 

“We know that stay put would have 
worked before the  refurbishment, 
and there was a breakdown of fire 
safety. The report doesn’t talk about 
this enough.”

The report’s recommendations 
include a building safety law. This 
would require owners of high rise 
buildings to inform local fire services 
of the materials used on the exterior 
of their buildings.

It also called for an immediate 
inspection of fire doors and lifts in 
all high rise buildings.

But it did not include recommen-
dations for new legislation on the 
inclusion of sprinklers and other fire 
safety equipment. 

This removes any accountability 
from the council, which had long 
refused to install necessary safety 
measures into the building. 

There was no full interrogation of 
 building regulations in the report. And 
it will take a fight to make the Tories 
implement its recommendations. 

Announced
Boris Johnson said that the govern-
ment would accept all of Moore-Bick’s 
recommendations “in principle”. 

But in reality, the urgent action 
that he calls for could take years 
to materialise. In October of last 
year, the government announced 
a blanket ban on the use of all  
combustible materials for buildings 
over 18 metres high. 

It said that all existing unsafe 
 cladding should be removed from 
blocks. So far the government has 
failed to take any meaningful action 
to remove cladding. And there are 
still some 60,000 people living in fear 
in high rise buildings all over Britain. 

The Tories and housing bosses are 
to blame and should be in the dock—
and it will be a hard battle to make 
sure an atrocity like Grenfell does not 
happen again. 

Judy said, “For us, justice for 
Grenfell is about leaving a legacy and 
that means challenging social change.

“Grenfell was a microcosm of 
 everything that is wrong with this 
country today. It’s about social hous-
ing, about deregulation, about cuts, 
about austerity, about simple people 
wanting to be able to work and live 
in decent housing.”

When Grenfell was 
built in 1972 it was 
to a higher safety 
standard than new 
buildings

‘‘ 

Firefighters attend the regular Grenfell silent marches Picture: Guy Smallman

1111FEATURE 
1010

Socialist Worker  6 November 2019Socialist Worker  6 November 2019



WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRIGHTON
Booklaunch—System 
change not climate change
Thu 7 Nov, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
BN1 1AF
CHESTERFIELD
Booklaunch—Vital 
Signs:  The Deadly Cost 
of Health Inequality
Thu 14 Nov, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St, S40 1QN
KENT
Booklaunch—System 
Change not Climate Change
Thu 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
Chatham,
ME4 4BP
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Booklaunch—System 
Change not Climate Change
Wed 20 Nov, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
OXFORD
Booklaunch—Hold 
the Line—Echoes of 
the Peekskill Riots
Thu 14 Nov, 7pm, 
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,
OX1 1BX

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
A rebel’s guide to 
Alexandra Kollontai
Thu 14 Nov, 7pm, 
Room 302, The Civic,
Hanson St,
S70 2HZ
BIRMINGHAM
The global revolts against 
neoliberal capitalism
Wed 13 Nov, 7pm, 
The Church at Carrs Lane,
Carrs Ln,
B4 7SX
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Catalonia, independence 
and repression
Wed 13 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
EDINBURGH
Turkey, the Kurds 
and imperialism
Wed 13 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Do genes influence 
behaviour?
Thu 14 Nov, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD
LONDON: HACKNEY
Lebanon, Egypt, Libya—the 
return of the Arab Spring?
Thu 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Are we entering a new age 
of global revolution?
Wed 13 Nov, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Are we entering a new age 
of global revolution?
Thu 14 Nov, 7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT

LONDON: KINGSTON
Capitalism and the 
politics of food
Thu 14 Nov, 6pm, 
Room JG3003,
Penrhyn Road Campus,
Kingston University,KT1 2EE
LONDON: SOUTH
Gandhi, non-violence 
and civil disbedience
Wed 13 Nov, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd,
Brixton,SW2 1EP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Women and the far right
Wed 13 Nov, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,SE8 4RH
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Gandhi, non-violence 
and civil disobedience
Wed 13 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Forum,
10 Shacklewell St,E2 7EG

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Turkey, the Kurds 
and imperialism
Wed 13 Nov, 7.30pm, 
William Morris Community 
Centre,6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,E17 6QQ
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
A people’s history of jazz
Thu 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Capitalism and the creation 
of the global south
Wed 13 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,M2 5NS
NORWICH
Are we entering a new age 
of global revolution?
Wed 20 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,NR2 2SA

 PORTSMOUTH
Turkey, the Kurds 
and imperialism
Wed 13 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Community 
Centre, River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Does unconscious bias 
explain racism?
Wed 13 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,YO10 4AH
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Can a Green New Deal stop 
environmental catastrophe?
Thu 14 Nov, 7pm, 
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk StS1 2JB
SWANSEA
Are we entering a new age 
of global revolution?
Thu 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,SA2 0BP

TELFORD
Migration and 
climate  change
Wed 13 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Roy Fletcher Centre,
17 Cross Hill,SY1 1JE
YORK
Turkey, the Kurds 
and imperialism
Wed 13 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,YO10 4AH

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
Which way forward for 
Extinction Rebellion?
Sat 9 Nov, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ
Organised by the 
Dorset Socialists

GLASGOW
Marxism in Scotland 2019—
Ideas to Change the World
Sat 9 Nov, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephens Centre,
260 Bath St,
G2 4JP
For details and to book 
go to bit.ly/MiS2019

ABERDEEN
Mon 11 Nov, 6pm, 
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG

BRISTOL
Thu 14 Nov, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

COLCHESTER
Thu 28 Nov, 8pm, 
Oyster Room, Hythe 
Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
CO1 2FG

EXETER
Wed 13 Nov, 7pm, 
The Exeter Peace Shop,
31 New Bridge St,
EX4 3AH

GLASGOW
Thu 14 Nov, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,G1 5QT

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 13 Nov, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP

LANCASTER AND 
MORECAMBE
Thu 14 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 13 Nov, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park),E15 1HP

NEWCASTLE
Wed 13 Nov, 7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

Get the Tories out—how can Corbyn win?

SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS

IT’S TIME for Jeremy Corbyn to take on the Tories 

Socialist Worker  6 November 2019
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This page is brought to you 
this week by the number 50
As Sesame Street approaches its 50th anniversary, Simon Basketter looks 
back at a show that repeatedly broke the mould and upset right wingers
IN FOLK tales vampires often 
suffer from arithmomania—an 
 overwhelming desire to count things.

But it takes genius to combine that 
with a vampire whose least  favourite 
time of day is 2.30 because that’s 
when his “tooth hurty—Ah-hah-hah”.

Sesame Street is 50. 
When the show began in 1969 the 

street was set in an urban landscape, 
complete with graffiti, peeling paint 
and trash cans. 

Though over the years the street 
has cleaned up a bit.

Considering that most Muppets 
started out as bath mats, they have 
more complex personalities than 
many human characters on TV.

Big Bird is a 4 year old trapped in 
an eight-foot-tall yellow-feathered 
body. 

He has the innocence and wonder 
of a child, and the confusion or 
 sadness of one as well.

Cookie Monster is accepted as a 
normal member of society, despite 
evidence that he has frequently 
stolen cookies and would do so 
again.

The programme was shaped by the 
social movements of the 1960s and 
growing progressive politics. 

Reform
It was also a reflection of the sys-
tem’s ability to find space for reform 
 without paying at the end of the post 
war boom.

It hit the target audience. 
In the US in the early 1970s 

some 90 percent of children from 
low-income inner-city homes 
 regularly watched it.

Learning was reinforced through 
constant repetition. Each episode had 
a “letter of the day” and “number of 
the day”.

The other repetition was the ability 
to annoy right wingers.

In 1970, a state commission 

in Mississippi banned it because, 
“Mississippi was not yet ready” for 
its integrated multiracial cast. 

The US right worried a lot about 
whether Bert and Ernie were gay. 
Ernie in fact was in love with his 
rubber duck.

In the early years, the show 
included left wing singers and 
 activists such as Pete Seeger and 
Buffy Sainte-Marie. 

Sainte-Marie taught Big Bird about 
breastfeeding.

In 1971, Jesse Jackson led children 

in reciting, “I may be poor, but I am 
somebody/I may be on welfare, but 
I am somebody/I may be small, but I 
am somebody.” 

It’s not a call to arms, but for a 
show for pre-school children that’s 
not bad.

Left wing actor and victim of 
McCarthyism Will Lee played 
 shopkeeper Mr Hooper. 

The show broke ground when it 
dealt with his death as part of the 
programme.

Family values are an important 
part of the show. 

What made up a family was a fairly 
broad definition—liberal but safe. 

And in truth not every stereotype 
has been avoided over the years.

Elmo once had a father who spent 
“lots and lots” of days in Iraq before 
finally coming home. 

Little was said about what he was 
up to while there or how many Iraqi 
Elmos he killed.

International versions of the show 
presented themselves as a haven of 
harmony and peace. 

While not much of a threat to 
the powerful, they are still the type 
of thing to give Daily Mail readers 
nightmares. 

Too many US presidents and their 
partners have appeared with the char-
acters, from Richard Nixon onwards.

And the marketing machine over the 
years has produced its share of ani-
matronic nightmares.

But it was occasionally prescient. 
Oscar the Grouch has sometimes 
worked for the “trashy news show, 
Pox News”.

Ronald Grump has appeared three 
times. Once played by Joe Pesci he 
wanted to demolish Sesame Street to 
fulfil his plans for The Grump Tower. 

But Oscar refuses to leave his trash 
can and saves Sesame Street. 

“If there’s one thing I despise,” 
Grump says, “it’s cheap sentiment. 
Hugs, kiddie television, cute, furry 
animals.” 

Happy birthday.
And Finally

Ernie: 1Q.
Bert: 2Q.
Ernie: 3Q.
Bert: 4Q.
Ernie: 5Q.
Bert: 6Q.
Ernie: 7Q.
Bert: 8Q.
Ernie: 9Q.
Bert: 10Q.
Ernie: What’s that, Bert?
Bert: 10Q!
Ernie: I couldn’t hear you, Bert.
Bert: [Yelling] 10Q, 10Q, 10Q!
Ernie: You’re welcome, you’re 
welcome, you’re welcome, Bert.

THE CAST of Sesame Street celebrate the show’s 50th birthday

ART
JUDY CHICAGO
Baltic Centre for Contemporary 
Art, Gateshead  
16 Nov—19 Apr 2020. Free
 
IN HER 80th birthday year, 
Baltic presents the first major 
British survey of pioneering 
feminist artist and author 
Judy Chicago.

The exhibition spans 
Chicago’s fifty-year career. 
It explores the artist’s work 
while highlighting her ongoing 

concern with the devastating 
effects of climate change on 
the natural world.
 EXHIBITION
MUSIC AND MIGRATION
Manchester Museum  
16 Nov—23 Nov. Free

VISIT THIS family-friendly 
exhibition of musical 
instruments and be part of 
a celebration of Bengali folk 
music in the north west of 
England.

The exhibition will recall 
how singing was of vital 
importance to Bangladeshi 
immigrants arriving to work 
in mills and factories in the 
1950s and 1960s.

Collective singing of and 
listening to these songs 
provided critical succour in 
a time of displacement and 
upheaval.

Let It All Hang Out

Bert and Ernie with Mr Hooper (centre)

With author Talat Ahmed 
Friday 15 November, 
6.30pm 

1 Bloomsbury Street,  
London WC1B 3QE 
 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
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Experiments in Civil 
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READ MORE
lThe Storm Breaks—the 
crisis in the Eastern Bloc 
by Chris Harman
bit.ly/StormBreaks

lRevenge of History—
Marxism and the East 
European Revolutions 
by Alex Callinicos  
£16.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

M
O S T  o f 
the world 
c h e e r e d 
when the 
B e r l i n 
Wal l  and 

officially “socialist” East 
Germany fell 30 years 
ago this week. The col-
lapse was seen as a victory 
for democracy against 
dictatorship.

From 1961 the Wall 
had divided the German 
 capital—one half controlled 
by the Russian-aligned East 
Germany, the other by US 
ally West Germany. It came 
to symbolise the battle 
between the capitalist West 
and the “communist” Eastern 
Bloc during the Cold War.

F o r  s u p p o r t e r s  o f 
 capitalism, the fall of the Wall 
on 9 November 1989 showed 
that there was no alternative 
to their system. Many on the 
left drew the same conclu-
sion, because they saw the 
Eastern European regimes 
as socialist or at least more 
 progressive than the West.

Socialist Worker disagreed. 
We saw the end of Stalinism 
as offering the hope for the 
regrowth of a genuine social-
ist tradition in which ordinary 
people take power.

In the years following 
German unification  working 
class people in former East 
Germany were subjected to 
a brutal dose of free market 
shock therapy.

Those who had expected 
living standards in the east to 
rise to levels of those in the 
west were cruelly disappointed. 

Industry after industry col-
lapsed and millions were left 
without jobs.  

Thirty years on, most of the 
east has never recovered. That 
wasn’t the  inevitable outcome.

Stalinist
The Berlin Wall was brought 
down as part of a revolutionary 
wave that showed the power of 
ordinary people to topple their 
rulers. 

The Stalinist regimes of 
Eastern Europe fell one after 
another. And eventually the 
“Soviet Union”, as Russia was 
then known, collapsed and saw 
14 countries break away in 1991.

Ordinary people were fed 
up with the country’s Stalinist 
dictatorship. 

It claimed to be a  “workers’ 
state,” but was ruled by a 
 minority of state  bureaucrats 
that shut them out of political 
and economic decisions.

One leading East German dis-
sident, Hans-Jochen Tschiche, 
remembered the protests were 
“above all about democratising 
society.”

A political ferment gripped 
society. Small groups of radi-
cals and dissidents, who had 
suffered decades of state repres-
sion, now found a  hearing 
among tens of thousands of 
newly politicised people. 

Gabi Engelhart, who was 
part of the United Left dissi-
dent group, remembered how 
workers came to the opposition 

coalition’s office. “There was 
a thirst for information and 
people tore the leaflets from our 
hands,” she said. 

“In overflowing churches 
people discussed together how 
to move forward.” 

Usual ly the left  takes 
 inspiration from revolt, but 
Socialist Worker was almost 
alone on the left in welcoming 
the collapse of the regimes.

Some, such as the Communist 
Party’s newspaper the Morning 
Star, opted for denial. The 

day after the Berlin Wall fell, 
its front page read, “German 
Democratic Republic unveils 
reform package.”

But even sections of the 
Labour left, who were not 
ardent defenders of Stalinism, 
were demoralised. They still 
saw something  “progressive” 
about  the regimes—and 
believed them to be a bulwark 
against US imperialism.

Stalinism and social democ-
racy differ radically in form but 
do have something in common. 

In both, socialism is presented 
as a system implemented by the 
state from above.

In contrast, revolutionary 
socialism is driven by the idea 
of the working class democrati-
cally running society from the 
bottom up. And that can only 
be achieved by workers relying 
on their own strength through 
strikes and protests to shut 
down the bosses’ system.

Socialist Worker argued that 
the Eastern Bloc was “state 
capitalist”, not socialist. It sup-
ported workers’ and students’ 
struggles to bring down the 
regime and saw their collapse 
as the removal of a barrier to 
building a genuine socialist 
alternative.

Our hope was that the revo-
lutionary mood of 1989 could 
be maintained in the battles 
that followed and present a 
radical challenge to capitalism. 

A
T  T H E  t i m e 
Socialist Worker 
wrote, “We are 
told that events 
in East Germany 
show the failure 

of 40 years of socialism.
“Nothing could be further 

from the truth.
“In East Germany soci-

ety is dominated by a ruling 
 bureaucracy—the officials, 
bureaucrats, managers of enter-
prises, police and army chiefs. 
They exploit and oppress the 
mass of the people just as surely 
as rulers in the West.”

The state capitalist societies 
were born out of the defeat of 
the Russian Revolution of 1917. 

It had been a socialist revolu-
tion where working class people 
set up their own democratic 
organisations—workers’ coun-
cils known as “soviets”—took 
state power and ran society.

They unleashed a revolu-
tionary wave that shook ruling 
classes across Europe and their 
empires.

Hollowed
But it failed to break through 
in advanced countries, crucially 
Germany, leaving Russia iso-
lated. And fourteen imperialist 
armies—including Britain and 
the US—invaded Russia to back 
up the country’s old ruling class.

They were defeated, but the 
civil war decimated the  working 
class that had made the revo-
lution. This hollowed out the 
workers’ councils and under-
mined the basis of socialism. 

But  the revolut ionary 
Bolshevik party was left in charge 
of a huge state  bureaucracy. 

Eventually this bureau-
cracy—increasingly under 
the control of future dictator 
Joseph Stalin—developed into 
a new ruling class.

By 1930 Russia had become 
a “state capitalist” country, 
where the state bureaucracy 
behaved in the same way as 
Western capitalists. There was 
no workers’ control of the econ-
omy, which was geared towards 
accumulating more capital not 
meeting social need.

After the Second Word War, 
Russia began to roll out the 

WHEN THE 
WALL CAME 
TUMBLING
DOWN
Tomáš Tengely-Evans revisits 1989 when the Berlin Wall 
was felled by mass protests and argues that so-called 
socialist regimes in eastern Europe were nothing of the kind 

same state capitalist model 
across the parts of eastern 
European it now controlled.

But soon the economic crises 
that are endemic to all forms of 
capitalism spread across Russia 
and the Eastern Bloc.

Today, many people in the 
former East Germany look at 
the economic ruins around 
them and remember a time 
when there seemed to be stable 
jobs and a welfare state that 
met people’s most basic needs.

That memory is one reason 
why the radical left party Die 
Linke continues to poll well in 
the east.

But those conditions were 
not something built into the 
East Germany economic model, 
they were something that 
 workers had to fight for. 

In 1950 the government called 
for “a rigorous economic regime 
and thorough carrying out of all 
to do with the decrees concern-
ing the aim of accumulation”.

And it insisted that “accu-
mulation can only be achieved 
through continual advance of 
labour productivity”.

That meant putting the 
squeeze on workers.

And only a few years after its 
founding, East Germany was at 
the centre of one of the biggest 
explosions of working class 
revolt in Eastern Europe.

Uprising
What began as a strike by 
60 construction workers in 
1953, rapidly turned into a 
 nationwide general strike.

East Germany’s rulers had 
to call in Russian tanks to quell 
the Berlin workers’ uprising and 
sit-down strikes continued to 
weeks after the intervention. It 
convinced them to rely on more 
repressive methods.

And rulers across the Eastern 
Bloc, partly in response to 
similar revolts in Poland and 
Hungary in the 1950s, 60s and 
70s, were forced to improve 
workers’ living standards. 

These outbursts of class strug-
gle showed the potential for 
workers to take on the system.

But in every movement 
there is a battle of ideas about 
where next. Some want change 
that replaces the people at the 
top of the regime, and some 
of the structures that support 
them, but leaves class divi-
sions essentially intact. Others 
want more fundamental social 
transformation. 

In 1989 large numbers 
looked to the free market as an 
alternative to the repression of 
Stalinism. The main leaders of 

the democracy movements had 
come to look to the West as an 
alternative. 

They had grown up being told 
by both Western and Russian 
leaders that there was no alter-
native to the two systems.

A minority talked about 
building a “socialism with a 
human face” where ordinary 
people had democratic rights 
and social justice. But as an 
organised force they were too 
small to affect the end result.

Recently we’ve seen other 
powerful movements, where 
some protesters look to the 
West as an alternative to their 
own repressive rulers. 

That’s been the case with 
democracy movements in Hong 
Kong, Iran, Syria or Russia.

And many US and other 
Western politicians give rhe-
torical support to those sorts of 
movements, hoping to damage 
their rivals. But their support for 
change is superficial. 

They want to ensure that pro-
test movement remains confined 
within the limits of capitalism, 
and the imperialist system that 
 supports it.

For revolutionary socialists 
the revolts across the world are 
an opportunity to completely 
overthrow the old order and 
create something  genuinely 
n e w — w o r k e r s ’  p o w e r 
from below.

Communist 
party leader 
Erich Honecker 
receiving 
accolades from his 
cronies (above). 
He remained the 
leader of East 
Germany until its 
collapse. A worker 
tries to stop 
Russian tank on 
streets of Berlin in 
1953 (below) 

Much of the left 
in Britain was 
demoralised by 
the collapse of 
the regimes

‘‘ 
The Morning Star
reports collapse of
the Wall 

Jakarta—a horrifying vision 
of climate catastrophe

Tens of millions of 
ordinary people face 
life in a polluted, 
flooded, sinking city, 
reports Sarah Bates

JAKARTA IS a capital city 
that is literally sinking. 

Under the weight of 
pollution and rising sea levels, 
Indonesia’s government 
has decided to simply pack 
up and move elsewhere.

They, along with 1.5 
million government workers, 
will soon be headed for 
the island of Borneo.

The rest of Jakarta’s  
30 million residents will be 
abandoned to live in a hugely 
polluted, impoverished 
and sinking city.

It’s a horrifying illustration 
of how our rulers want 
to preserve “business as 
usual” while they leave 
ordinary people to suffer 
the reality of climate crisis.

The city has subsided—
in some areas by up to 
20 centimetres a year—
because not enough 
people have access to 
clean drinking water. 

The capital’s 13 rivers are 
highly polluted, and it doesn’t 
have the infrastructure to 
connect everyone’s houses 
to clean water lines.

That means many people 
rely on “groundwater 
tapping”—digging 
wells to access clean 
water underground. So 
many, in fact, that the 
ground itself sinking.

Unpredictable
On top of that, the city 
faces rising sea tides and 
unpredictable storms.

Some 40 percent of Jakarta 
is under sea level—and in 
a decade that number is 
set to rise to 80 percent.

None of this looks as if it 
will be solved any time soon.

Much of these problems are 
the result of the climate crisis. 
The blame for this lies largely 
with capitalist countries in 
the West, which industrialised 
first and impoverished 
the Global South.

Now the solutions 
that all governments—
both in the West and the 
Global South—advocate 
abandon ordinary people. 

President Joko Widodo 
said Jakarta’s burden was 
“too heavy as the centre 
of governance, business, 
finance, trade and services”. 

So the administrative 
functions of the Indonesian 
government are evacuated 
rather than ordinary people.

And the people who 
already live and work in the 
Kalimantan region of Borneo 
face eviction to make way 
for Indonesia’s new capital.

Wiwit, a resident of 
East Kalimantan, met 
the news with horror. 

“What will become of 
people like us? If they 

bulldoze our homes to 
build a new capital, where 
will we go?” she said.

Plus, this land isn’t going 
to come cheap. Much of 
the earmarked area is 
already owned by fossil fuel 
firms, palm oil businesses 
or logging companies.

Back in Jakarta, there 
are plans to build a 
new giant sea wall. 

Its construction will mean 
the thousands of people living 
on and around the existing 
sea wall will be displaced.

Developers hope these 
shanty towns will be replaced 
by luxury homes on the 
new affluent coastline, 
where they say 1.5 million 
people can work and live. 

But seawalls are not 
foolproof and flooding in 
Jakarta stems not just from 
rising tides, but from the 
rivers and canals that course 
the city bursting their banks.

Polluted
But even worse than 
ineffectual, campaigners 
worry that the project 
will trap water from the 
polluted rivers that act as 
tributaries into Jakarta Bay.

Meanwhile plans for a 
water treatment centre—so 
that people don’t have to 
dig underground for clean 
water—won’t be completed 
until the end of this century.

Jakarta is a vision of a 
horrifying future where 
responses to the climate crisis 
are shaped by the needs 

Thousands of 
people living on 
the existing sea 
wall will be 
displaced

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
CLIMATE

FIGURE IT OUT
 30  million people 

live in the 
metropolitan 
area of 
Indonesia’s 
capital city 
Jakarta

 40  percent of them 
don’t have 
access to safe, 
unpoluted piped 
water

More online
For more on the climate, go to  
www.socialistworker.co.uk

MAKESHIFT HOMES in Jakarta stand just above the water 
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 French rail strikes could derail president
by CHARLIE KIMBER 

A SERIES of powerful  
unofficial rail strikes in 
France show the potential 
for massive resistance 
to neoliberal president 
Emmanuel Macron. 

They come almost exactly 
a year after the birth of the 
Yellow Vest movement and 
are an expression of the bitter 
anger in society.

Hundreds of workers at 
the Chatillon TGV high speed 
trains maintenance centre 
have been on strike since  
21 October. 

It meant only a third 
of trains were running on 
the TVG-Atlantique routes 
between Paris and Bordeaux, 
Rennes, Toulouse, Nantes 
and Saint-Malo.

This specific issue was 
a dispute over rest days. 
Bosses proposed a bonus to 
give up holidays, but workers 
rejected it. 

And a strikers’ statement 
showed the anger went much 
wider. It said, “We stopped 
work without consulting or 
being directed by the unions.

“Management considers 
our strike illegitimate, as 

we did not give the 48-hour 
notice as required under the 
minimum service regulations. 

“But it was the only way 
to be heard. We will respect 
the notice periods for strikes 
when the management 
re spec t s  worker s  and 
passengers.  They pay ever 

more expensive fares with 
less and less of a service. 

“There are dilapidated 
seats, trains that sometimes 
have broken toilets, blocked 
doors, or air conditioning 
that doesn’t work during a 
heatwave.”

Management offered no 

concessions—and last week 
the strike spread to two other 
centres.

One was the Techni-
centre Le Landy, which is 
in charge of the mainte-
nance of the TGV northern  
services, including the Paris 
to Lille and Eurostar routes.  

The other is the South East 
European Technicentre. 

Workers at Le Landy held 
a meeting for much of last 
Wednesday night. 

There were calls from  
Sud-Rail union members 
for pay rises to compensate 
for the lack of staff and the 

ever-increasing workload. 
Then last Thursday morning 
a big meeting of union and 
non-union workers together 
decided to walk out.

Rail workers in Britain, 
particularly those on the 
Eurostar, should offer active 
solidarity.

Several rail unions are 
calling for a national strike 
from 5 December against 
Macron’s assault on pensions. 

Drivers 
The strike is backed by truck 
drivers, workers across the 
whole of public transport 
in the Paris region, sections 
of civil service workers and 
others.

Meanwhile the Yellow 
Vests’ fourth Assembly of 
Assemblies in Montpelier 
last weekend backed the  
5 December action. 

A resolution said, “The time 
has come for convergence 
with the world of work and 
its network of thousands of 
trade unionists.”

Widening and uniting the 
strikes with the militancy of 
the Yellow Vests could sink 
Macron’s pension attacks—
and clear the way to driving 
him out.

STRIKERS AT Le Landy maintenance depot hold a mass meeting  Picture: Sud-rail
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Is Labour gearing up for a 
radical general election?
With the opposition set to release its manifesto, Nick Clark looks at how the 
policies favoured by its members may be forgotten on the campaign trail

JEREMY CORBYN has prom-
i sed  Labour ’s  e lec t i on 

programme will be “the most radi-
cal and exciting plan for real change 
ever put before the Brit ish 
electorate”. 

If the policies that Labour Party 
members have voted for make it into 
the manifesto, then that might be 
true. They include ending private edu-
cation, hitting a target of zero carbon 
emissions by 2030 and defending free 
movement for migrants.

There are also plans for a four-day 
working week—without loss in pay, 
as well as to renationalise Royal Mail 
and bring rail and water companies 
into public ownership. 

These are the policies we should 
expect to see in a Labour manifesto. 
The party’s members know they need 
to be radical to connect with people 
who are fed up with politics as usual. 
But expectations are one thing—what 
actually happens is another. 

Labour’s manifesto isn’t simply 
party policy. 

Office 
It’s written by the leader’s office, who 
pick which policies they like, then 
taken to a special meeting of the 
 party’s national executive committee.

At that meeting shadow ministers, 
MPs, trade union bureaucrats and 
other committee members can pick 
it apart, amend it or even tear it up. 

So the 2017 manifesto that came 
out was a watered down version of 
the draft that went into the meeting.

This is an opportunity for union 
leaders and the right to override some 
of the defeats they’ve suffered. 

The GMB union opposed party 
members who overwhelmingly want 
zero carbon emissions by 2030. They 

claimed this would mean job losses 
in the energy sector and attacks on 
people’s living standards. In the end, 
the conference passed two motions. 

One backed a 2030 deadline, and 
another said it should limit carbon 
emissions “in keeping with the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change advice” which recommends a 
2050 deadline.

At a recent Labour Party rally 
Corbyn said he wanted to achieve 
zero emissions “as soon as possible”. 

That could mean by 2030, it 
could even mean before—for GMB 
 bureaucrats it will certainly mean after.

There’s a similar question over 
migrants’ rights. Corbyn has previ-
ously promised to end free move-
ment. He’s bowed to pressure from 
union leaders and the right, who 
falsely claim migration plays a role in 
 lowering wages.

Despite this, Labour’s 2019 confer-
ence voted to not only keep freedom 
of movement—but extend it. It also 
explicitly said Labour should “reject 
any immigration system based on 
incomes, migrants’ utility to business, 
and number caps/targets”. 

Yet since then shadow home 
secretary Diane Abbott has said 
Labour’s policy is for a “skills-based 
 immigration system”. 

Labour politicians have ignored 
conference decisions throughout the 
party’s history. Philip Snowden—one 
of Labour’s founders—wrote, “Of the 
hundreds of resolutions I have seen 
passed by conferences outlining a 
drastic  programme of reform, I can 
hardly call to mind one which has had 
any practical result.” 

This is the tradition Corbyn has 
promised to break from. Labour’s 
manifesto will be a test of that. WILL THE leadership listen to Labour members?

The battle over Palestine
THERE HAVE been huge and 
damaging rows in Labour 

over support for Palestinians and 
what sort of criticism of Israel is 
acceptable.

In 2018 the Labour Party 
adopted a definition 
of antisemitism that 
essentially rules 
out describing 
Israel as a 
racist state. 

Supporters of the 
definition want to 
make it impossible 
to say that the 
creation of Israel in 
1948—which involved 
the ethnic cleansing 
if Palestinians—
was racist. Yet in 

2018 conference delegates 
overwhelmingly passed a motion 
condemning “this aggressive 
attempt to rewrite history, and 
erase the victims of the 1948 war, 
who were expelled or fled from 

their homes in Palestine”.
And in 2019 they said 

Labour should reject any 
solution in Palestine that 
doesn’t allow refugees 
from 1948 to return 
to their homes. 

That’s something the 
right bitterly opposes.

Any attempt to 
get any of this into 
the manifesto will 
be met with a 
massive kickback 
from the right.

Schooling the leadership
ONE LABOUR policy that 
really annoys the right is to 

launch an assault on private 
schools. Delegates at Labour’s most 
recent conference voted to “include 
in the next Labour Party general 
election manifesto a commitment 
to integrate all private schools into 
the public sector.”

This would involve ending 
private schools’ tax cuts, charitable 
statuses and public subsidies.

It also says their “endowments, 
investments and properties” should 
be “redistributed democratically 
and fairly across the country’s 
educational institutions.” 

Labour members also want to 
bring academies and free schools—

which are privately-run—under the 
control of elected “local education 
committees” set up by councils.

Both of these polices go further 
than Labour’s 2017 manifesto. 

Labour’s shadow education 
secretary Angela Rayner is 
cautious. She talks about ending 
“tax loopholes” for private schools. 

But she doesn’t say anything 
about bringing them into the public 
sector.

And just last month she met with 
Chris Wheeler, who represents 
private school headteachers and hit 
out at Labour’s conference policy.

And he reported the “great 
meeting” revealed “much more 
that unites than divides.”

MPs cling on to 
arms sales

 LABOUR Party 
members also want 

to immediately stop 
arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia.

They’re rightly 
appalled at Saudi 
Arabia’s brutal war in 
Yemen that has killed up 
to 100,000 people—and 
outraged that British-
made arms have helped 
make it possible.

Labour MPs aren’t 
so bothered though. 
Many of them are more 
concerned that a Labour 
government should 
keep Britain’s cosy 
relationship with Saudi 
Arabia than end the 
horror in Yemen.

In 2016 enough of 
them abstained in a vote 
in parliament to make 
sure their own party’s 
proposal to stop arms 
sales to Saudi Arabia 
didn’t get through. 

Labour’s last 
manifesto only said 
there should be 
“negotiations towards a 
political resolution” to 
stop the killing.

Four-day week 
fight heats up

 LABOUR wants a 
four-day week.

Conference noted 
that workers in Britain 
have some of the worst 
holiday entitlements and 
work the longest hours. 

But bosses won’t give 
us a shorter working 
week just because a 
Labour government tells 
them to. 

Carolyn Fairbairn 
of the bosses’ CBI 
organisation (pictured) 
said it would have 
to be paid for with 
“productivity gains”—
cuts and harder work.

A four-day week 
either means giving the 
bosses what they want—
or fighting them for it.

The popular 2017 manifesto
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Fight for guards on 
West Mids Trains
WORKERS AT West Midlands 
Trains are preparing for a 
series of hard-hitting strikes.

RMT union members are 
fighting the imposition of 
driver only operated (DOO) 
trains. Services would run 
without a guard.

Workers argue DOO 
services mean the driver can’t 
deal with safety issues that 
may arise. They also make 
travel harder or unsafe for 
disabled passengers. 

Workers plan walkouts 
every Saturday until the end of 
the year, starting this Saturday. 

Virgin action after 
worker victimisation
TRAIN MANAGERS on Virgin 
West Coast are set to to walk 
out on Tuesday.

The RMT union members 
are fighting what they say is 
the “shocking treatment and 
dismissal of a colleague”. 
It called bosses’ action a 
“straightforward and vicious 
case of victimisation”. 

Vote to take Tube 
bosses to cleaners
CLEANERS ON the London 
Underground in the RMT 
union are fighting for the 
biggest possible vote for 
strikes in a ballot.

Workers are outsourced 
to contractor ABM and 
are fighting for parity with 
colleagues. They want 
improved pensions, sick pay 
and travel arrangements. The 
ballot closes on 19 November.

TfL controllers set for 
pay and holidays fight 
A KEY group of workers at 
Transport for London (TfL) 
are preparing for strikes after 
big votes for walkouts. 

Workers in TfL control 
centres are fighting rubbish 
pay and cuts to holidays. 

Workers in the Network 
Management Control Centre 
voted by 89 percent for 
strikes. 

And compliance officers, 
revenue protection inspectors 
and roads and transport 
enforcement officers voted by 
88 percent for walkouts. 

Bosses want to impose a  
1 percent pay rise, a pay cut in 
real terms. 

And managers are also 
attempting to slash holiday 
allowance by five days. 

Bus drivers’ action to 
mark a tragic death 
A MINUTE’S silence was held 
across bus services in London 
on Monday following the 
tragic death of a bus driver.

Kenneth Matcham died 
while driving a bus in south 
east London last week. Some 
15 passengers were injured in 
a collision where two buses 
collided with a car.

The car’s driver has been 
arrested on suspicion of 
causing death by dangerous 
driving and drug driving.

 Fights build against the 
outsourcers in the NHS
TWO GROUPS of outsourced 
health workers are stepping up 
their fight for equal pay.

Unison union members 
at the Addaction drug 
rehabilitation charity in Wigan 
and Leigh walked out on 
Monday. 

It marked the beginning of a 
five-day strike and their fourth 
round of industrial action in 
their fight for equal pay.

Workers are demanding the 
subcontractor gives them NHS 
rates of pay. 

They were outsourced from 
the NHS to Addaction, which 
runs the service on a contract 
from the Labour council.

The walkout comes after 
the charity’s chief executive 
Mike Dixon left to work for 
the austerity-monger Liberal 
Democrats. 

Paddy Cleary, a Unison 
North West regional organiser, 
said, “We sincerely hope he 
treats Lib Dem party staff with 
more respect and honesty than 
the Addaction staff in Wigan 
and Leigh.

He added, “These workers 

give an invaluable service to 
the community, providing 
front line support at a time 
when their services are more in 
demand than ever.”

Meanwhile, around  
70 health visitors in 
Lincolnshire have announced 
plans for a month-long 
walkout over pay from  
18 November. 

It marks a serious escalation 
by the Unite union members. 

Most of them have already 

struck for over 30 days since 
the summer.

Around 50 health visitors 
were transferred from the NHS 
to the Tory-run local authority 
in October 2017. 

They have not received a 
pay rise since then. 

This dispute involves other 
health workers who worked at 
the council before the transfer.  

They are demanding that all 
health visitors are put on the 
higher “grade 10” pay band.

ACTIVISTS FROM the group LGBTQ+ Against Hate Crime rallied in London last Saturday in 
support of LGBT+ education in schools                                                          Picture: Guy Smallman

 McStrike on menu at 6 sites 
MCDONALD’S FAST food 
workers who are members of 
the Bakers Food and Allied 
Workers’ union (Bfawu) were 
set to strike at six sites across 
south London London next 
Tuesday.

Workers are demanding a 
wage of £15 an hour, as well 
as an end to “youth pay rates”, 
and job security.

McDonald’s workers in 
Britain have previously struck 
in September 2017, May 2018, 
and October 2018. This strike 
will be the largest to date with 
more stores taking part than 
ever before.

Maria Underwood, a 
McDonald’s worker in 
Downham, said, “I’m striking 
because even though I work 

hard I still have to choose 
between paying bills and 
having something to eat.

“People think McDonald’s 
workers are dumb, but 
working at McDonald’s isn’t 
easy. We work full on. We’re 
on our feet constantly, often 
trying to do three jobs at the 
same time. I want to change 
that.”

Manuel Feria, a McDonald’s 
worker in Balham, said, “I’m 
striking because the poor 
wages stop me from paying 
my bills. You have to pick and 
choose what you can pay.

“We need a union so we 
have people to back us up.”
lThe sites hit are Wandsworth 
Town, Downham, Balham, 
Deptford, Catford and Crayford

LGBT+

OBITUARY
Peter Porteous 
1948-2019
PETER PORTEOUS was a 
fearless agitator and a ball of 
energy. 

Peter left school at  
15 to become an apprentice 
electrician. He joined the 
International Socialists— 
forerunners of the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP)—in 
Glasgow in 1970. 

He became a prominent 
member and a leading militant 
in the electricians’ union. 

Peter worked as an 
electrician with Glasgow 

Council, at the British Rail 
locomotive workshops in 
Glasgow, then at Yarrows 
shipyard. 

Here he built a branch of 
the SWP and a big  
Anti Nazi League group. 

Every week he’d sell  
30 or more copies of Socialist 
Worker to his workmates.

Always an anti-racist, 
in 1977 he and a group of 
workmates were at Lewisham 
to help smash the National 
Front. 

In 1978, as a shipyard 
shop steward, he stood as 
the SWP candidate in the 

Garscadden by-election. During 
the miners’ strike he built a 
Yarrows support group that 
raised hundreds of pounds 
every week. In 1985 he led 

a strike against a rotten deal 
management had imposed and 
was victimised for it.

The whole shipyard walked 
out and agreed to stay out until 
he was reinstated. 

But union leaders 
recommended that the action 
be called off and Peter was out 
of a job. 

Blacklisted, he found it 
impossible to get work locally, 
so he moved to the Highlands 
to work as a self-employed 
electrician. 

In the last few years his 
robust health and mobility 
were curtailed when he 

fractured his spine in a 
mountain bike accident. 

Paralysed from the neck 
down, he nevertheless fought 
back to life. 

He maintained his political 
interests, his positive outlook 
and his many friendships. 

Peter’s enthusiasm, his 
warmth and generosity, made 
him an inspiration to all who 
knew and worked alongside 
him.

Our thoughts are with 
his partner Janet, his three 
daughters, his two stepsons 
and his grandchildren.
Dave Sherry

Peter Porteous in 1978

FAST FOOD WORKERS

TAYSIDE

CIVIL SERVICEHEALTH WORKERS

On the Addaction picket line in Leigh            Picture: unison nW

SCOTTISH pharmacy 
workers have remained on 
the picket line after their 
hopes of a pay deal were 
dashed last week.

The Unite union members 
at Tayside have been on 
indefinite strike since August 
over a “flawed job evaluation 
process”. 

They were hoping that 
a Scottish Terms and 
Conditions Committee (Stac) 
would award them the higher 
NHS pay band 3 last week.

But this didn’t happen. 
A statement from the 
workers explained, “Stac 
have concerns that not 
all postholders will be 
undertaking certain aspects 
of the job description. 

“This is not a failure of the 
postholders.

“So why should they be 
punished?” 

The workers could return 
to work on Monday of next 
week, 11 November, because 
of anti-union laws.

A ballot gives workers an 
official mandate for industrial 
action for 12 weeks, meaning 
bosses cannot use “selective 
dismissal” against strikers. 

If they stay out beyond 
that, they lose some 
protections. But some strikes 
have defied the 12-week law.

If Tayside bosses refuse to 
grant an extension, the union 
should keep up the strike.

WORKERS AT a west London 
tax office were set to start 
a ballot for strikes this 
week in the latest phase of 
their battle to save jobs.

Members of the PCS union 
in Ealing are fighting to stop 
redundancies following the 
planned closure of their 
office. Many say they will be 
forced to take redundancy 
if bosses at HMRC relocate 
their workplace to a new 
site in either Stratford or 
Croydon.

Bosses had previously 
agreed to give workers 
“flexible working” hours to 
manage commuting time, 
following strikes earlier this 
year. 

But the PCS says they have 
dropped this promise.

The ballot will run until 
Thursday 21 November.

nOUTSOURCED workers 
and the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office were 
set to strike for four days 
from Thursday of this week.

The PCS union members—
including maintenance 
workers and cleaners—are 
fighting a long-running 
battle over pay and union 
recognition.

 Ealing fight 
is back on
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CLEANERS

 ‘I work 55 hours a 
week to cover rent’  
HUNDREDS OF migrant 
workers are preparing for 
their second round of strikes 
at St Mary’s hospital in west 
London.

The United Voices of the 
World (UVW) union mem-
bers struck from Monday to 
Wednesday last week. It was 
a hugely successful sign of 
their determination to win 
pay and working conditions 
that are the same as directly 
employed NHS staff. 

The workers are outsourced 
by the hospital Trust to the 
giant multinational Sodexo. 

Workers are paid £8.21 
an hour—and less for those 
under 25 years old.

This is up to £10,000 less 
per year than staff on an  
equivalent grade under the 
NHS Agenda for Change pay 
scale.

Illnesses
The workers have only 
Statutory Sick Pay and 
say this can force them to 
work on wards when ill—
sometimes with contagious 
illnesses such as the flu. 

They  simply cannot afford 
to take time off when sick. 

The UVW said workers 
are also forced to change 
in rodent-infested, dimly lit 
and mixed-gender changing 
rooms located in the hospi-
tal’s basement. 

They are campaigning 
for better changing facili-
ties. They also want an end 

to discrimination against the 
outsourced staff that, they 
say, has seen them banned 
from eating in NHS can-
teens and resting in NHS 
staffrooms.

One striking cleaner said, 
“I work 55 hours a week just 
to cover my rent. 

“St. Mary’s is my home—I 
spend more time here than in 

my house. Yet I am treated 
like a dog and made to feel 
like dirt.” 

The workers are migrants 
from all over the world, 
inc lud ing  Ph i l ipp ines , 
Lithuania, Portugal, Sierra 
Leone and Brazil.

T h e  n e x t  s t r i k e  i s 
planned for next Monday to 
Wednesday.

n W O R K E R S  A T  t h e 
University of Greenwich cafe 
struck over pay and condi-
tions on Tuesday and plan 
another strike next Monday.

They are UVW union 
members, outsourced to 
BaxterStorey.
lTo support the St Mary’s and 
Greenwich strike fund go to 
uvwunion.org.uk/strikefund

Big vote for strikes over 
appraisals at Coventry 
WORKERS AT Coventry 
university have voted 
overwhelmingly for strikes 
over pay and a new 
appraisal process.

Some 75 percent of 
the UCU union members 
who voted backed strikes, 
and 88 percent supported 
action short of a strike.

They were set to meet on 
Wednesday of this week to 
decide their next steps.

Workers are angry at 
bosses’ refusal to sign up 
to a national system for pay 
increases that is used at the 
majority of universities. 

They say an appraisal 
process has been imposed 

that makes it harder for 
workers to get an annual pay 
rise that workers receive as 
standard elsewhere.

Workers could boycott 
the appraisal system.

nUCU UNION members 
at the University of 
Nottingham are fighting 
plans to outsource up to  
125 IT workers. 

Workers could strike 
over the attack, which 
would affect around half 
of the department. Over 
1,000 people have signed a 
petition opposing the plan.
lSign the petition at  
bit.ly/NottsIT

GREENWICH UNIVERSITY cafe workers protesting last week  Picture: united Voices of the World

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ROUND-UP

ROAD maintenance workers 
at the Scottish Borders local 
authority have voted for 
strikes.

Unite union members 
backed strikes by 77 percent 
on a 76 percent turnout over 
the use of agency workers.  

nWORKERS on school buses 
for disabled children in east 
London could be heading for 
further strikes. 

The Unite union said 
Hackney council has reneged 
on parts of a deal that ended  
a dispute over shift payments.

LIBRARY AND museum 
workers in West Yorkshire 
began a three-day walkout 
against millions of pounds of 
cuts on Tuesday.

It was the second round of 
14 days of industrial action 
by the Unite union members 
in Bradford. 

They are fighting the 
Labour-run council’s plans 
for £2 million of cuts over the 
next two years. 

Meanwhile, library 
workers in Bromley in south 
east London began the 21st 

week of an all-out strike on 
Monday.

Unite union members and 
their supporters staged a 
lively protest outside Bromley 
town hall on Wednesday of 
last week. 

They are fighting 
subcontractor GLL’s plans to 
slash 35 percent of frontline 
jobs. Activists should raise 
money for the strike fund. 
l Donate to the Bromley strike 
fund—account name Bromley 
Unite LE/531, account number 
20272821, sort code 60-83-01

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

A PLANNED strike at 
Nottingham College was 
suspended this week after 
workers received a new offer.

UCU union members have 
struck for 15 days in a battle 
over punitive new contracts. 

The contracts would 
mean pay cuts and worse 
conditions

The union had called a 
further 14 days of strikes, 
with the first due to take 
place on Tuesday of this 
week.

Previous strikes have 
been buoyant with big picket 
lines, and the campaign has 
pulled more workers into the 
union.

Students and local 
councillors have also backed 
strikers.

The strength of the action 

has piled pressure into 
college bosses. Workers can 
win.

nA DISPUTE at Bradford 
College is over after bosses 
backed down on a range of 
attacks following strikes. 

UCU union members 
struck for ten days between 
November last year and July 
this year. 

They were fighting 
low pay and compulsory 
redundancies.  
A new deal means an end to 
compulsory redundancies 
and an extra five days’ 
annual holiday for staff. 

Hourly-paid workers will 
be moved to permanent 
contracts and will have 
higher pay and better 
security.

CLIMATE  ACTION

MANUFACTURING 

THE FORBO flooring workers’ 
walkout in Derbyshire goes 
from strength to strength. 

The Unite union members 
have struck every Tuesday 
and Wednesday for the last 
three weeks over pay and 
bullying. 

A solidarity day of action 
last Wednesday saw union 
reps from the NEU, PCS, 

Unite and Chesterfield trades 
council join the picket line. 

Cheryl Pidgeon, the Unite 
regional official, told Socialist 
Worker, “After three weeks of 
action the lads are well up for 
the fight. 

“The company is making 
big profits and our members 
deserve fair pay.”
Jeannie Robinson 

South London school strike 
against a ‘culture of fear’ 
WORKERS AT St Catherine’s 
Catholic School for Girls 
in Bexleyheath, south east 
London, were set to start a 
two-day strike on Wednesday 
of this week.

The action follows a 
successful walkout by 
NEU union members on 

Wednesday of last week. 
Staff are striking over what 
NEU district secretary 
Debbie Jones called a “deep 
culture of fear” at the school.

They plan further walkouts 
on 12, 13 and 14 November.
lSend messages of support to 
michael.gavan@neu.org.uk

EDUCATION

Nurseries get more money
PRESSURE from 
campaigners pushed the 
Tories to pledge more money 
for nurseries last week. 

Supplementary funding for 
maintained nursery schools 
(MNS) was due to end in 
August next year. 

The NEU union said this 

puts all 392 MNSs at risk of 
closure.

The government last week 
said that funding would stay 
in place for 2020-21. But this 
still means uncertainty in the 
longer term.
lFor more information go to 
bit.ly/nurseries-campaign

NURSERIES 

COLLEGES UNIVERSITIES

 New moves in Nottingham

A CAMPAIGN against Climate 
Change (CaCC) national 
meeting in London last 
Saturday saw campaigners and 
trade unionists discuss how 
to fight for climate justice. 

Discussions included 
fighting for progressive policies 
in the workplace, the Green 
New Deal, and how to build 
the fightback for the United 
Nations climate negotiations in 
Glasgow in 2020.

A joint session, co-hosted 
with activists in the UCU 
union, brought together CaCC 
attendees and education 
workers. 

They discussed how to build 
on the momentum after the 
global climate strike on 20 
September. 

Macsen Brown of the UK 
Schools Climate Network said, 
“Our movement is about more 
than just who sits in the House 
of Commons, or about who sits 
in Downing Street. 

“Whoever it is, it’s not going 
to be enough—we need a 
worker-led movement and a 
grassroots movement.”

CaCC chair Suzanne Jeffery 
praised the school strikes as 
“an extraordinary movement 
that’s given us hope”.
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  WILDFIRE CHAOS  
 WRECKS LIVES
In California, the mansions of the rich are better protected against climate catastrophe than 
ordinary people. Changing that means challenging the logic of profit, writes Sarah Bates
CLIMATE catastrophe 
ripped through California 
in the United States last 
week, as more than a dozen 
 wildfires burned.

The Kincade Fire—the larg-
est blaze—has burned since 
23 October, and destroyed 
an area equivalent to about 
80,000 football fields.

New blazes were  appearing 
quicker than  firefighters 
could put them out at the 
start of this week. 

In some areas, people have 
been left without power for 
days and hundreds of homes 
have been destroyed. 

President Donald Trump 
has responded to the crisis 
by threatening to withdraw 
federal funding for tackling 
the fires.

The National Weather 
Service last week issued 
evacuation orders and an 
“extreme red flag warning”—
a category never used before 
29 October.

Dangerous
This means that the growth 
and behaviour of the fire are 
extremely dangerous. 

Wildfires have become 
more frequent and extreme 
in the US, and climate change 
is to blame. 

Global warming causes 
vegetation to dry out and 
become more flammable. And 

extended periods of drought 
make fires more likely. 

A study published in 
April in the Proceedings of 
the National Academy of 
Sciences journal argued that 
huge wildfires are possible 
in any year. It said global 

heating and other factors 
mean that a wet winter will 
no longer prevent wildfires. 

Some authorities are 
adopting a novel approach 
to fire prevention. 

In Los Angeles, a herd of 
500 goats was credited for 
protecting the Ronald Reagan 
library from fire. 

Goats
The goats were employed to 
munch at flammable  material 
around the building. 

This reduced the risk of 
it being engulfed when fires 
began.

Meanwhile in California, 
the mansions and swimming 
pools of the rich are better 
protected against climate 
chaos than ordinary people. 

Pub l i c  s e rv i ce s  a re 
stretched to breaking point.

A report released in 
Oc tobe r  showed  how 
emergency services were 
unprepared for destruction 
and mass evacuations in the 
wake of the huge Woolsey 
Fire last year. 

It warned that future trag-
edies could be even worse. 

Fighting climate and 
 ecological disaster will mean 
fighting the logic of profit.

A chance to do that comes 
on Friday 29 November, the 
day of the next global school 
students’ strike.

 Activists celebrate fracking U-turn---and call for a ban 
CLIMATE campaigners 
celebrated after the Tories 
announced an immediate 
halt to fracking for shale 
gas in England last 
Saturday.

The government said 
it won’t grant further 
licences “until compelling 
new evidence is provided” 
that it is safe. 

It follows a report from 
the Oil and Gas Authority 
(OGA) that said people 
living near fracking sites 
suffered “unacceptable” 
consequences.

The move is a huge blow 
to fracking bosses. 

And it’s a huge victory 
for all those activists who 
have protested tirelessly 
against the Tories and 
fossil fuel firms.

Steve Mason from Frack 
Free United said, “We 
will be raising a glass to 
campaigners everywhere.

“It is a really great step 
in the right direction.” 

The moratorium stops 
short of a permanent ban 
on fracking and Johnson 
cannot be trusted.

Efforts to frack were 
based in Sussex, Surrey and 
Lancashire—many of which 
are Tory-voting areas.

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn branded the move 
a “greenwash” to help the 
Tories win votes. 

Pressure has to be 
kept up to make sure the 
government doesn’t roll 
back the moratorium. It did 
that to the temporary ban 
issued after the Preese Hall 
earthquakes in 2011.
Read a longer version at  
bit.ly/banonfrackingSaying no to fracking

A FIREFIGHTER tackles a wildfire in California last week 

Join Election Rebellion
EXTINCTION Rebellion 
(XR) has declared an 
“Election Rebellion”. 

“This general election, 
XR and those that care 
about the climate and 
ecological emergency 
will do everything they 
can to ensure that this 
very real emergency is 
the defining issue,” it 
said. 

The group promised 
“creative, powerful, funny 
and imaginative acts of 

peaceful rebellion”.
It encouraged activists 

to demand their MPs 
support the “Climate and 
Ecological Emergency 
Bill” proposed by XR, 
which incorporates the 
group’s three demands. 

A survey last week 
showed the climate 
crisis will influence a 
majority of voters in the 
coming election—with 
the proportion rising to 
74 percent for under 25s.

Donald Trump

Extended 
periods of 
drought make 
fires more 
likely
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https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/47349/Cuadrilla+begins+first+fracking+in+Britain+for+seven+years
https://socialistworker.co.uk/art/47349/Cuadrilla+begins+first+fracking+in+Britain+for+seven+years
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