
FARAGE BAILS OUT THE TORIES

DEADLY FLOODS
& TORIES’  CUTS
Years of warnings ignored >>Page 20

Workers prepare for battle at 
over 60 universities 

across Britain >>Pages 10&11

RISING UP FOR 
EDUCATION
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BACK CORBYNlVOTE LABOUR BOLIVIA 

Vicious coup 
forces out  
Evo Morales 
BOLIVIA’S president Evo 
Morales has been forced out 
by a coup. 

It was orchestrated by the 
army and police—and backed 
by Donald Trump and the US.

The Federation of 
Neighbourhood Boards of 
El Alto called for resistance. 
A fightback from below can 
beat the coup.
>>Page 8

MEDIA 

Will fake news 
win the general 
election? 
MAINSTREAM pundits 
are agitated over 
misinformation on the web. 

But people making 
stuff up on the internet is 
nothing new. Nor is rich 
businesspeople and media 
moguls interfering in 
politics. And the key thing 
isn’t what the media says, 
but what we do. 
>>Pages 14&15

STRUGGLE 

Workers are right 
to strike during 
the election 
FOR AT least some days 
during the election campaign 
the pictures will be strikers 
with placards, not politicians 
behind podiums.

Big strikes are due to take 
place. 

Such moves are wholly 
welcome. 
>>Page 17
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lTROUBLEMAKER regular 
Keith Vaz, the long suffering 

Labour MP, is stepping down 
from parliament to spend more 
time with his washing machine 
job. He first resigned as a 
minister for health reasons in 
2001. The ex-Tory MP Patrick 
Mercer once disgracefully called 
him “a crook of the first order”.

Academy heads make vast  
fortunes for failing children 
HEAD TEACHERS and academy trust 
leaders in the state sector are collect-
ing “fat cat” pay packages with some 
pocketing nearly half a million pounds 
a year. 

Perks can include company BMWs 
and all-expenses hotel stays.

In 112 academy trusts—more than a 
third of those examined by the Sunday 
Times newspaper—128 staff were paid 
more than £150,000, and 39 staff in 34 
trusts were paid more than £200,000.

Six of the top-paying trusts operated 
just one school.

The rankings are topped by Sir Dan 
Moynihan, chief executive of the Harris 
Federation, a chain of 43 schools. 

His remuneration last year, includ-
ing a £50,000 pension payment, came 
to between £490,000 and £500,000.

That’s equivalent to about 20 new 
teachers on a starting salary of £23,720.

Second in the rankings is Julian 
Drinkall, of the Academies Enterprise 
Trust, on a package of £290,000. The 
trust has been singled out repeatedly as 
underperforming in some of its 60 or 

so schools.Third is Sir Kevin Satchwell, 
who earned £270,000 in 2017-18 and 
runs one academy, Thomas Telford 
School.

Jon Whitcombe, chief executive 
of Swale Academies Trust in Kent, 

which has five secondary schools, had 
a smaller pay package, £204,000, but 
senior leaders at the trust had company 
BMWs. 

Steve and Paula Kenning, the 
husband-and-wife co-founders of 
Aspirations Academies Trust, which 
has 15 schools in the south of England, 
jointly earn £400,000.

Among the highest-paid head teach-
ers is Dayo Olukoshi, executive princi-
pal of Brampton Manor Trust in east 
London, which operates two schools, a 
junior and a high. 

He was paid at least £255,000 in 
2018. 

The high salaries come against a 
background of cuts in schools, with 
parents being asked to pay for basics 
including textbooks.

Last year the Education and Skills 
Funding Agency wrote to 87 trusts to 
demand they justify high salaries. 

However, the analysis shows the 
number of staff paid more than 
£100,000 actually increased by  
82 between 2017 and 2018, to 655.

lTOUGH TIME for the world’s rich. The 
combined wealth of billionaires fell by 

£300 billion to £6.6 trillion last year. It was 
only the third fall in ten years. The number 
of billionaires decreased in every continent 
except the Americas, where there were 749 
billionaires, up 4.8 percent. The number of 
European billionaires shrank by 4.9 percent to 
598 and their total wealth by 6.8 percent. Their 
wealth shrank by £136 billion to £1.9 trillion.

Watchdog slams  
anti-Corbyn charity  
THE INSTITUTE for 
Statecraft’s Integrity 
Initiative—a registered 
Scottish charity based 
in a dilapidated mill in 
Fife—launched a series 
of social media attacks 
on Jeremy Corbyn.

It was funded by 
the Foreign Office. 

The Office of the 
Scottish Charity Regulator 
(OSCR) last week released 
a damning review that 
found the Initiative did not 
provide public benefit.

It ruled its trustees had 
failed to provide effective 
oversight of its Twitter 
account, resulting in severe 
damage to its reputation, 
and that the charity had 
not met its purpose of 
advancing education.

OSCR was also scathing 
of high salaries paid to 
charity trustees, along 
with the organisation’s 
sometimes “non-existent” 
record keeping.

The Institute’s 
co-founder is Christopher 
Donnelly, an honorary 
colonel in military 
intelligence. He once 
headed the British Army’s 
Soviet Studies Research 
Centre at Sandhurst.

Romford asssault 
case cop faces trial  
A POLICE officer 
has denied 
assaulting a 
teenager with 
his baton 
while carrying 
out a stop 
and search.

Detective 
Constable Kevin 
Rowley appeared 
at Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court 
on Monday charged 
with assaulting Tyrell 
Vassell by beating him.

The court heard 
Rowley had stopped 
Tyrell in Heath Park 
Road in Romford, east 
London, on 22 April, 
and had hit him with his 
baton when he refused to 
comply with the search.

Video footage 
posted on 

social media 
appeared 
to show 
Rowley 
repeatedly 
striking a 

black male 
in handcuffs 

with his police 
baton while the 

male shouts, “I am a 
child...this is illegal. 
You can’t do this.”

Police said the 
incident had occurred 
following the arrest of 
a 17 year old male on 
suspicion of possession 
of class B drugs.

Rowley, of Southend in 
Essex, was released on 
bail for trial in January. 

HILLSBOROUGH
Duckenfield’s  
‘grave failure’ 
DAVID Duckenfield accepts 
that his “professional 
failings” during the 
Hillsborough disaster led to 
the deaths of 96 Liverpool 
football fans, a court has 
heard.

Duckenfield was South 
Yorkshire Police match 
commander on the day 
of the disaster in April 
1989. Some 96 fans were 

crushed in pens 3 and 4 at 
the Hillsborough football 
ground. Duckenfield 
denies 95 counts of gross 
misconduct manslaughter. 
He can’t be tried over the 
96th death. His retrial in 
Preston last week heard 
some of the evidence 
that Duckenfield gave to 
inquests into the deaths 
in 2015. Duckenfield 
accepted that he made a 
number of “grave failures”. 

These included not 
delaying kick-off and 
not closing the tunnel 
that led to pens 3 and 4 
before ordering a gate to 
be opened. Duckenfield 
accepted that on the day 
of the disaster he had 
“ultimate responsibility”.

He also accepted that 
failing to close the tunnel 
was the “direct cause of 
the deaths of 96 persons in 
the Hillsborough tragedy”.

Jurors also heard from 
relatives of some of the 
victims and others who 
attended the match. 

The trial continues.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘There are some 
people who don’t 
shop with us 
because of who 
my husband is’
Samantha Cameron says 
politics hasn’t helped her 
luxury fashion brand

‘It’s a matter of  
deep regret’
Boris Johnson apologises to 
Tory members who elected 
him leader for failing on his 
“do-or-die” promise 

‘Just whack it into 
the microwave at, 
er, gas mark 4’
Johnson insists his Brexit deal 
is oven ready

‘I’ll wet my 
whistle’
Johnson who has given up 
alcohol until Brexit happens 

‘The Brexit Party 
need to swallow 
their pride, do 
their patriotic 
duty and stop’
Former Labour MP Ian Austin 
in his new weekly column in 
the Sun newspaper

‘Trump got 
his wish. This 
Trump alliance is 
Thatcherism on 
steroids’
Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn after the Brexit Party  
announced it won’t stand 
against Tory MPs
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Crossrail 
delayed again
LONDON’S NEW east-west 
railway is to be delayed 
for another year and cost 
a further £650 million.

Crossrail boss Mark 
Wild, said services would 
now begin “as soon as 
practically possible in 
2021”. He said the cost 
would hit £18.25 billion—
compared to the £15.9 
billion budget set in 2007. 

The new total will be 
£650 million more than 
the revised estimate last 
December, when the line 
was originally meant to 
have opened.

In April bosses were 
saying it could run from 
October 2020.



Reactionary 
Remainers
THE LIBERAL Democrats, 
Plaid Cymru and the Green 
Party have declared they 
will “Unite to Remain” in the 
upcoming election.

The parties have stood 
aside for each other in  
60 seats to give voters one 
“remain choice” at the ballot 
box. 

The campaign is led 
by Heidi Allen—a recently 
resigned MP who was 
variously a member of Tories, 
Change UK and the Lib 
Dems. 

She called the vote “the 
deciding movement” in the 
battle to stay in the European 
Union.

“With a single remain 
candidate in each of these 
seats, we can deliver a 
greater number of MPs into 
parliament,” said Allen.

The Lib Dems will stand in 
43 seats across England and 
Wales with no competition 
from the other two parties. 

It’s a disgrace that the 
Green and Plaid Cymru—
who claim to offer radical 
change—are in an alliance 
with the reactionary Liberal 
Democrats.

They are saying that 
halting Brexit matters more 
than all the other issues of 
austerity, racism and climate 
change.

The last time the  
Lib Dems attempted to work 
alongside others it was to 
enforce brutal austerity as 
part of its coalition with the 
Tories.

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell blasted “those 
getting into bed with the Lib 
Dems.” 

“I remember what the Lib 
Dems did when they were 
in government,” he said “I 
say, go and ask any disabled 
person in this country who 
went through the brutality 
of the work capability 
assessment.”

Trump twins team up to 
keep toxic Tories on top 
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE BIGOTS united this week to 
try and stop Jeremy Corbyn win-
ning next month’s general election. 

Brexit Party leader Nigel Farage 
announced that he would stand 
down 317 of the party’s candidates 
in Tory-held seats.

It comes after US president Donald 
Trump repeatedly said that Farage 
should “get together” with Boris 
Johnson for the election.

Farage said his aim was to block 
a second referendum on Britain’s 
membership of the European Union 
(EU). “We now have a Leave alli-
ance,” Farage declared on Monday. 
“We have to put country before party 
and take the fight to Labour.”

In an email to party supporters 
Farage unveiled his “plan to defeat 
Corbyn’s Labour”.

“There are millions of traditional 
Labour voters waiting for a party that 
is on their side,” he said. “We have to 
start making Corbyn’s Labour pay for 
their betrayal of Brexit.”

The pact between the right wing 
parties hasn’t stopped all the wran-
gling. Within hours Farage was 
demanding that the Tories stand 
down candidates in Labour-held 
seats to boost the Brexit Party.

And right wing papers called on 
Farage to withdraw Brexit Party can-
didates standing in Tory target seats.

Threat
But Farage’s move is a huge boost to 
the Tories. And there’s a real threat 
that the Brexit Party will capitalise 
on frustration with Labour’s dither-
ing over its position on Brexit.

The Tories have so far run a muted 
campaign. They are ahead in every 
opinion poll. So it may be that their 
strategy is to lie low and avoid doing 
anything that could hurt their ratings.

Still, Boris Johnson has managed 
to be generally reactionary. He used 

Remembrance Day to talk up the 
British Army.

Johnson also said he would end 
the “witch hunt” against British 
troops who murdered people in 
Northern Ireland. He wants to 
change the Human Rights Act so that 

it doesn’t apply to any incidents prior 
to October 2000. This would protect 
ex-troops from investigation.

At the same time the Tories now 
claim to care about services they have 
spent the past decade trashing. 

So Johnson said the Tories would 
recruit 6,000 more doctors to cut 
waiting times.

Virtually the same promise was 
made by then health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt a year ago—and noth-
ing happened. 

Instead GP numbers are falling for 
the first time since the 1960s.

Johnson has done the usual visits 
to workplaces and neighbourhoods, 
trying to appear interested in ordi-
nary people’s lives. 

But he hasn’t gone unchallenged. 
Protesters gathered at short notice 

to demonstrate at the Tory election 
campaign launch in Birmingham last 
week. And there was outrage after 
Johnson declared that the floods 
sweeping swathes of Britain didn’t 
amount to a national emergency.

No one can trust the Tories. And 
their real agenda—to advance the 
interests of the rich and powerful at 
our expense—is never far below the 
surface.

But the Tories won the 2017 gen-
eral election while mired in crisis 
over Brexit and despite years of 
brutal austerity. We need more resist-
ance to drive them out.

TOFFS’ TIPPLE—BORIS Johnson and Nigel Farage 

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5607 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

YOUR DONATIONS HAVE FUNDED THIS WEEK’S WINDOW POSTER AND MUCH MORE....

Your donations are helping 
Socialist Worker to campaign in 
the election.

This week we were able to 
print extra pages to deliver an 
anti-Tory window poster for every 
reader.

Please put it up yourself and 

give the extra one to a workmate 
or friend. Socialist Worker is the 
voice of people fi ghting for a 
better world. 

It dispels the racist 
scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream 
press. 

We publish stories of the 
strikes, protests and pickets that 
can beat back the bosses and 
bigots. 

We ask everyone who enjoys 
Socialist Worker to donate as 
much as they can and help fund 
the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£86,446

On other pages...
Fear, loathing and hope inside 
Labour’s campaign >>Page 4

 

IN THIS WEEK

 1977
Firefighters go on 
national strike
FIREFIGHTERS began 
their first ever national 
strike. They were fighting 
against low pay and 
austerity imposed by a 
Labour government.

Labour prime minister 
James Callaghan told 
their FBU union, “I must 
destroy you.”

NEWS 3
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK
Ban on Chris Williamson 
is a victory for the right 
THE LABOUR Party’s 
national executive has 
refused to endorse 
Derby North MP 
Chris Williamson as 
a general election 
candidate. It made the 
decision by 20 votes to 
five last Wednesday.

The move will 
anger and demoralise 
some Labour activists 
who would otherwise 
be fighting hard for 
Labour and Jeremy 
Corbyn in the general 
election campaign.

Williamson’s seat 
will now be contested 
by an alternative 
official Labour 
candidate.

He has been a 
Labour member for  
43 years, but has 
faced a battery of legal 
and internal party 
manoeuvres designed 
to force him out.

In February he 
was suspended while 
he was investigated 
over complaints of 
antisemitism.

Accused
He was accused of this 
very serious charge 
for booking a room 
in parliament for 
the Jewish Voice for 
Labour group.

The group had 
planned to show a film 
about accusations of 
antisemitism made 
against Labour Party 
activists.

Williamson faced 

further accusations for 
telling a Momentum 
meeting in Sheffield 
that Labour had been 
“too apologetic” in the 
face of accusations 
of antisemitism, and 
given “too much 
ground”.

Neither of these 
things are antisemitic. 

Williamson’s 
suspension was the 
latest culmination of 
attempts by the right 
to paint Labour—
and the rest of the 
left—as riddled with 
antisemitism. His 
supposed crime was to 
openly challenge that.

An intense 
campaign by the 
right persuaded 
the Labour Party to 
adopt a definition 
of antisemitism last 
year that restricts 
legitimate criticism 
of Israel. Giving in 

to false claims only 
encourages those who 
make them. 

Another Labour 
candidate, Zarah 
Sultana, was made 
to apologise for 
saying years ago 
that she supported 
“violent resistance” by 
Palestinians.

In the Labour Party 
it’s unacceptable to 
say Palestinians have 
the right to fight back 
against the violent 
military occupation 
that shapes their 
everyday lives.

Corbyn and his 
supporters would face 
far fiercer opposition 
from bosses and the 
Labour right if they 
form a government. 

If they crumble over 
this issue, it must raise 
questions about how 
they would respond 
to that.

Derby North MP Chris Williamson  Picture: Guy Smallman

 Left fails in deselection bids
RIGHT WING Labour 
Party activists 
celebrated that the 
left in the party have 
failed to deselect a 
single MP.

Left wing Labour 
Party members 
have fought for 
the right to choose 
their parliamentary 
candidates through 
selection processes. 

This is an 
opportunity to 
replace right wing 
MPs with candidates 
who are closer to 
members’ left wing 
views.

Yet the right wing 
faction Labour First 
celebrated that “not 
a single Labour MP 
was deselected!”.

Meanwhile other 
right wing Labour 
and former Labour 
politicians used 
the first days of the 

election campaign to 
undermine Corbyn. 

Margaret Hodge—
who has pandered 
to Islamophobia 
and anti-migrant 
racism—refused to 
say she supported 
him.

Ian Austin and 
John Woodcock—
who quit the party 
after refusing to 
cooperate with an 

investigation over 
accusations of sexual 
harassment against 
him—called for a 
vote for the Tories.

Austin—who has 
also made racist anti-
migrant arguments—
said he quit Labour 
to “fight racism.” 

Instead, he said he 
would back notorious 
Islamophobe Boris 
Johnson.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

LABOUR STRUGGLING TO 
BEAT THE TORIES  

 T
HE TORIES should be 
reeling. Despite the helping 
hand Nigel Farage gave 
Boris Johnson this week 
the campaign has exposed 

the ruling class arrogance and 
racism that runs through the party.

Last week it was Jacob 
Rees‑Mogg proclaiming that many 
of the people who died in the 
Grenfell Tower fire had lacked 
“common sense”.

This week it was revealed that 
Anthony Browne, Tory candidate 
for South Cambridgeshire had 
previously written a vile racist 
article. “It is not through letting in 
terrorists that the government’s 
policy of mass migration—
especially from the third world—
will claim the most lives. It is 
through letting in too many germs.”

Browne is a former aide to 
Johnson.

While the Tories are vulnerable, 
they are still ahead in the polls.

The first phase of Labour’s 
campaign has been too lacklustre 
and too conventional. It’s a trap 
that lures all social democrats to 
think they can win by sounding 
more professional and more 
acceptable than the right. 

It’s a mistake to think that 
moderation succeeds. This is a 

time when there is deep bitterness 
in society and it won’t be tapped 
by trying to sound “reasonable”.

The Tories are almost certain to 
make attacking migration part of 
their campaign. The right response 
is to confront the myths that 
migrants are a problem. 

The wrong response was for 
Labour’s Emily Thornberry to say 
this week there will be “managed 
migration”. She added, “We will 
need to have people from other 
countries for short periods of 
time to help our services.”

That boosts the idea that 
migration causes difficulties.

The best part of Labour’s 
2017 campaign was the series 
of mass rallies and the more 

radical policies. They helped shift 
millions of votes. Labour needs 
to do the same again now—on 
an even larger scale. It has to be a 
campaign of working class warfare 
against the ruling class.

Every compromise and 
retreat—such as the dumping of 
Chris Williamson as a candidate—
weakens the sense of insurgency 
and confidence.

An election period isn’t a time 
to stifle struggle, it’s a time to 
boost it. The coming strikes by 
university workers, rail workers 
and, we hope, postal workers, 
should be central during the 
election period.

So should the climate strike 
on 29 November and the 
demonstrations against Donald 
Trump on 3 December.

We want the Tories out and 
Corbyn in Number 10. We’re 
campaigning to make that happen.

But we know that voting won’t 
be nearly enough to get the 
change we need.

At the moment everything in 
the media is centred on opinion 
polls and speculation. But politics 
is about a lot more than voting.    

The struggles of ordinary 
people are needed now and after 
the election—whoever wins.

BURNING NEED FOR CHANGE
 AS FIRES rage through 

Australia and flood waters 
rise in Yorkshire, climate 

catastrophe has rarely felt so 
imminent. 

It makes the climate strike on 
the 29 November even more 
important. 

The climate and ecological 
emergency is now a key concern 
among rising numbers of people, 
and with good reason.

It’s hard to predict the exact 
level of war, poverty, food 
shortages, death and destruction 

that will unfold soon. 
But what is certain is that 

the climate crisis interacts with 
existing inequalities within 
capitalist society. 

Poor people are left to  
defend themselves from the 
ravages of floods or fires while 
the rich are able to protect 
themselves and their property 
from harm. 

As the crisis becomes even 
more unmanageable, this is only 
set to get worse. 

An emergency response to the 

climate crisis has to be a central 
demand for the vote on  
12 December. It should be a  
call‑to‑arms that every political 
party can’t avoid. 

And the 29 November global 
student climate strike will be 
absolutely critical. 

It’s set to draw together 
hundreds of thousands who will 
strike together to demand our 
rulers’ treat this emergency like 
the crisis it is.

Everyone should organise to 
support it.

It has to be a 
campaign of 
working class 
warfare against 
the ruling class

‘‘
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 Fear and  
 loathing--- 
 and hope--- 
 in Labour’s  
 campaign  
by NICK CLARK

LABOUR PARTY activists have 
told Socialist Worker about the 
positives—and some of the dif-
ficulties—of the first few days of 
their general election campaign.

The activists were among those 
gathered at a Labour Assembly 
Against Austerity conference in cen-
tral London last Saturday.

One activist said, “We’re trying to 
talk to people about the change that 
a Labour government can bring.

“We want to talk to people about 
what matters to them, and get them 
to understand they can only get that 
with a Labour government.

“We compare it to the Labour gov-
ernment of 1945. Nobody thought 
the NHS would be possible. But a 
Labour government brought it in.”

She added, “We’re trying to get 
as many people as we can on the 
streets, knocking on doors and 
leafleting.”

Another activist, Morla, said she 
had been to a leafleting session since 
the election had been called, which 
was “very positive”.

“One person said Jeremy Corbyn 
is a traitor and he would never vote 
for him. But other people stopped 
and talked to us. They want to talk 
about things like protecting the NHS 
and public services.”

She added, “We’re feeling very 
hopeful, but we were also hopeful in 
2017—so we’ll see what happens.”

Canvassing
But another activist, Daniel, said 
canvassing in Chingford, “a Tory 
seat in a Tory area” had been 
difficult.

Daniel explained how many of 
his friends “who aren’t necessar-
ily political look at the news”.

“They used to agree we 
should support Labour, but that 
we should get rid of Corbyn 
because he’s unpopular,” 
he said.

“But now the 
election has 
been cal led 
that’s already 
s t a r t e d  t o 

change. In 2017 people said we’d 
lose really badly and we didn’t. 

“The same thing could happen 
again.”

Building support for radical 
change throughout society—and 
the sense that this is possible—
has to involve more than simply 
canvassing. 

There also has to be a sense of 
struggle outside of parliament that 
involves ordinary people in fighting 
for that change.

Potential strikes by rail workers, 
university workers and postal work-
ers during the election can be part of 
that. So can mass rallies, the climate 
strike on 29 November and protests 
against Donald Trump’s visit on  
3 December.

Crucially there has to be a move-
ment that can fight to resist the 
forces that would be arrayed against 
a Corbyn government—and pres-

sures him not to back down.
Speaking at the end 

of the conference, FBU 
union general secre-
tary Matt Wrack said, 
“When we win on  
12 December that’s not 
the end of it—that’s the 

start of it. The start of a 
movement to say we want 

those policies and 
we’re not going 

to  l e t  the 
press and the 
media stand 
in the way.”

BACK STORY
Labour Party activists have had a 
mixed response when canvassing
lSome found hostility to leader 
Jeremy Corbyn, while others said 
it’s possible to overcome that
lCreating a sense that radical 
change is possible won’t come 
about simply by canvassing
lStrikes by workers, the climate 
strike and protests against 
Donald Trump can help feed this
lBuilding a movement that can 
fight to defend ordinary people is 
key whoever wins the election

ACTIVISTS AT the Labour Assembly Against Austerity in London last Saturday Picture: Guy Smallman

 Will manifesto ignore members’  
 votes to support radical policies?
LABOUR’S RULING body was set 
to meet on Saturday to finalise its 
election manifesto. 

The national executive 
committee (NEC) will have the 
final say on what’s in and what’s 
out.

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell promised that the 
manifesto will be “more radical” 
than Labour’s 2017 one.

Yet right wing NEC members 
and trade union bureaucrats can 
use Saturday’s Clause V meeting 
to remove or water down more 
radical policies.

One Labour candidate said the 
manifesto will only be “as radical as 
Unite and the GMB will let it be”.

Left wing Labour members 
fear that the party’s policy to 
defend and extend freedom 
of movement—agreed at its 
conference in September—will be 
ignored.

Shadow home secretary Diane 
Abbott has repeatedly refused to 
back the policy. Labour politicians 
believe that looking “soft” on 
migrants will cost it votes, and 
union bureaucrats wrongly argue 

that immigration has a role in 
lowering wages.

Abbott has stuck with Labour’s 
previous immigration policy which 
is simply to repeal the Tories’ 2014 
immigration act and “end the 
hostile environment”. 

She has previously backed a 
skills-based immigration system 
similar to the one the Tories 
propose. 

Under such a system, migrants 

will only be let into Britain if they 
can do certain jobs. Party members 
rejected that system at the 
conference in September. 

They oppose “any immigration 
system based on incomes, migrants’ 
utility to business, and number 
caps/targets”.

Abbott is also at odds with 
party members over immigration 
detention centres. Members at 
the conference agreed that all 
detention centres should be shut 
down. 

Yet Abbott says Labour will close 
just two, Yarl’s Wood and Brook 
House.

And it seems unlikely that the 
manifesto will commit to achieving 
net zero carbon emissions by 2030. 

That’s a bare minimum step to 
stand a chance of avoiding the 
worst-case climate disaster, and 
was overwhelmingly backed by 
party members in September.

Yet many trade union 
bureaucrats—particularly in the 
GMB union—oppose this. 

They believe defending the fossil 
fuel industry is the best way to 
protect their members’ jobs.

Diane Abbott

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn

Margaret Hodge (centre) has been reselected
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 Spending smears a  
 sign of storm ahead 
NO GENERAL election would be complete without the 
Tories denouncing Labour for its irresponsible fiscal 
plans. The classic example was the 1992 campaign, when 
John Major’s team first warned against “Labour’s Tax 
Bombshell”, soon to be followed by “Labour’s Double 
Whammy—1. More Taxes, 2. Higher Prices.”

So it’s no surprise that the Tories last weekend produced 
a document called The Real Cost of a Labour Government 
estimating that if Jeremy Corbyn becomes prime minister, 
public spending will increase by £1 trillion over the next 
five years. Shadow chancellor John McDonnell was right to 
denounce this as a “ludicrous piece of Tory fake news”.

So far so predictable. What’s more interesting is that, 
whereas the attacks in 1992 forced Labour under Neil 
Kinnock onto the defensive, this time arguably it’s Labour 
that is making the weather on public spending. 

Last Thursday McDonnell announced that a Labour 
government would increase its 2017 pledge to borrow £250 
billion over ten years for a “national transformation fund” 
to £400 billion. Some £150 billion will go on a new social 
transformation fund for schools, hospitals, care homes and 
council houses and £250 billion on a green transformation 
fund dedicated to upgrading energy and transport networks 
to meet its target of a net zero-carbon economy by 2030. 

McDonnell said this investment will aim to achieve “an 
irreversible shift in the balance of power and wealth in 
favour of working people”—a phrase written by Tony Benn 
in Labour’s 1974 election manifesto at a highpoint of the 
power of the Labour left. 

Tory chancellor Sajid Javid has denounced Labour’s 
policy as “fantasy economics”, but he too has revised the 
government’s fiscal rules to allow £22 billion net public 
sector investment a year. The Resolution Foundation 
thinktank estimates that both Labour and Tory spending 
plans would bring public expenditure to around the  
42 percent share of national income that prevailed between 
1966 and 1984, before the full triumph of neoliberalism.

Why has the mood music on public spending changed 
so dramatically? It’s too simple just to say it’s election 
time, when politicians promise the moon. One of the main 
purposes of neoliberalism was to discipline politicians. 

Kinnock’s defeat in 1992 made Tony Blair and Gordon 
Brown renounce what they called “tax-and-spend policies”.

Weariness
There are two deeper reasons for this shift. The first is 
widespread popular weariness with austerity. Boris Johnson 
and his political fixer Dominic Cummings know Corbyn 
successfully tapped this mood in 2017. 

Apparently Cummings is angry with Javid because his 
new fiscal rules commit the government to balancing the 
budget within three years, which limits the Tories’ ability to 
cut taxes or increase spending.

Secondly, the bigger picture is that the major economies 
are stagnating. Despite all the efforts of central banks to 
raise them, interest rates are stuck at the rock bottom levels 
they were cut to after the financial crash a decade ago.

 This means that borrowing to finance public sector 
investment is cheap and can help stimulate economic 
growth. Even the high priests of austerity in the eurozone 
are under pressure to borrow and spend more—for example, 
to upgrade Germany’s crumbling infrastructure. From this 
perspective what McDonnell is proposing looks like common 
sense, not fantasy.

This doesn’t mean it would all be plain sailing if Labour 
does form the next government. As Javid’s resistance to 
the pressure from 10 Downing Street to open the spending 
taps shows, a significant section of the ruling class remains 
wedded to the old neoliberal orthodoxy. 

This is true at the international level as well. The ratings 
agency Moody’s and the big bond dealer Pimco both made 
warning noises last week about Britain’s financial position.

If Labour does win the election, these noises will near 
crescendo. The Tories always get more leeway than Labour 
from the financial markets. The Economist magazine is 
already warning big business not to welcome a Labour 
government just because it would stop a hard Brexit. 

In office, Corbyn and McDonnell will need more than 
common sense to navigate the storm awaiting them.

CWU UNION activists are preparing to hold gate meetings this week  Picture: Guy Smallman

 Royal Mail bosses’ court 
action shows fear of strikes
by NICK CLARK

THE HIGH Court was set 
to rule on whether to allow 
a national postal strike as 
Socialist Worker went to 
press.

Top Royal Mail bosses ran 
to the court last week for an 
injunction that would rule 
the CWU union’s thumping 
vote for strikes unlawful. 

They claimed that parts 
of the campaign to win the 
strike ballot were in breach 
of the law. They also openly 
said they wanted to stop 
strikes in the run-up to next 
month’s general election and 
Christmas.

Union officials challenged 
the claims in the court hear-
ing, which began on Tuesday 
afternoon. The CWU’s postal 
executive was set to meet on 
Wednesday of this week. A 
national day of gate meet-
ings is also planned for this 
Friday. 

Royal Mail claims it wants 
to negotiate with the CWU.

Cynical 
In reality going to the courts 
was a cynical move that 
shows its chiefs will do any-
thing to stop some 110,000 
postal workers using their 
right to strike.

Paul Garraway, a CWU 
rep in Oxford, told Socialist 
Worker, “Royal Mail are not 
sincere about wanting nego-
tiations. They’re trying to 
undermine the democratic 

decision that our members 
have taken.”

And CWU general secre-
tary Dave Ward said, “This is 
about Royal Mail doing what-
ever it takes to use laws that 
put workers down to ensure 
that they can continue with 
their asset-stripping plans.

“We’ll defend this action—
make no mistake about that.”

He added that the bosses’ 
move would “backfire in a big 
way”.

“They have lost the con-
fidence of the whole of the 
workforce,” he said. 

“They’re going to make our 

members more determined.” 
CWU union members 

voted by 97 percent on a 
76 percent turnout to strike 
in defence of their jobs and 
working conditions. They are 
facing what union leaders 
call the “fight of our lives”. 

Profitable
Royal Mail chief executive 
Rico Back wants to break up 
Royal Mail into a profitable 
parcels delivery company, 
and a letters firm that will be 
run down.

The plans will cause tens 
of thousands of job losses. 

Those left working in both 
companies will be on far 
worse terms and conditions.

Bosses’ accusations in court 
this week centred on the fact 
that union officials encour-
aged members to vote “Yes” to 
strikes and organised to post 
ballot papers together. 

They also complained that 
some workers picked up their 
ballot papers in workplaces 
rather than wait for them to 
be delivered.

If the court agrees that this 
is unacceptable, it would be 
a major attack on the right 
of unions to organise inside 
the workplace. It comes after 
Royal Mail bosses used a 
court injunction to stop an 
unofficial strike in Bootle, 
Merseyside, last month.

Mark Dolan, a CWU rep in 
north London, told Socialist 
Worker, “This is an attempt 
not just to break up Royal Mail 
but to finish this union off.”

‘We’ve had enough’
ROYAL MAIL’S desperate 
move shows that strikes 
are what bosses fear 
most. Whatever the result 
of this week’s court 
case, postal workers 
have to be prepared 
to strike anyway.

This is a good time for 
workers to stand up to 
bosses and stop them.

CWU rep Mark Dolan 
said, “The general 
election still puts 
massive pressure on 
them to get this sorted. 

“If election material 
doesn’t get delivered 
there’ll be hell to pay.

“The reps and 
members are extremely 

angry about this. But 
we’re not going away.”

And Gary Smith, a rep 
in the South Midlands 
mail centre, said, 
“There’s no finer time 
to have a dispute from 
a political perspective.

“We can also really 
disrupt delivery of 
packages bought 
during Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday.

“The rank and file have 
absolutely had enough. 

“People who would 
never normally be 
interested in the 
union are coming to 
me and asking when 
we’re going out.”

Dave Ward
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OVER 20,000 people marched against Islamophobia in Paris last Sunday Picture: Antoni MAntorski

 Evo Morales forced out  
 in vicious Bolivia coup
BOLIVIA’S PRESIDENT Evo 
Morales has been forced out by a 
coup. It was orchestrated by the 
army and police—and backed by 
Donald Trump and the US.

His demise after nearly 14 years 
as president means the removal of 
the last of the reformist “pink tide” 
governments in Latin America.

“There has been a coup,” 
Morales said as he announced 
his resignation. “My sin is to be 
 indigenous, a trade unionist and 
a coca grower.”

Last month Morales claimed 
to have won a slim  majority in 
presidential elections. But the 
Organisation of American States 
called the result  “statistically 
improbable” and demanded 
another election.

Morales offered another vote. 
But the right rejected this and the 
police and army mobilised to force 
him out.

Indigenous
Elected in 2006 as Bolivia’s first 
indigenous president, Morales won 
three presidential victories.

Under the rule of his Movement 
for Socialism party, poverty rates 
halved while Bolivia’s gross domes‑
tic product quadrupled off the back 
of gas and mineral exports. 

However ,  t he re  i s  s t i l l 
 widespread poverty with a fifth of 
the  population malnourished.

Morales was part of a movement 
for indigenous rights and against 
the neoliberalism that swept Latin 
America in the early 2000s.

He promised to “nationalise eve‑
rything” but left much of private 
industry untouched. 

Some social movements previ‑
ously allied to Morales  abandoned 
him as he grew closer to agribusi‑
ness and energy multinationals. The 
last year has seen  long‑ running 

strikes by doctors and miners. 
And he ignored defeat in a 2016 

referendum on whether he should 
be allowed to seek a fourth term. 
This explains why at first there 
was only limited popular action as 

he was forced out. However, then 
the Federation of Neighbourhood 
Boards of El Alto called for 
resistance. 

Its leaders called on people to 
“form self‑defence committees, 

blockades and forceful mobilisation”. 
People gathered chanting, 

“Now it’s time for civil war” and 
some police stations were set on 
fire. A fightback from below can 
beat the coup.

 Vox vote  
 rocks Spain  
 elections
ELECTIONS IN Spain last 
Sunday produced almost 
the same result as in April—
except for a very disturbing 
rise for the far right party Vox.

It was the second general 
election this year as no party 
could form a government 
following April’s vote.

The ruling Socialist Party 
lost a few seats and the main 
right wing parts grabbed a few 
more.

Support for the pro-bosses 
Citizens Party virtually 
collapsed. The radical 
Podemos saw a further ebb in 
its support. 

Anti-migrant Vox finished 
third on 15 percent and 
its seat count more than 
doubled.

It benefited from a 
disillusion with parliamentary 
manoeuvres by the main 
parties.

But the main boost came 
from the way in which 
both the Socialists and the 
Tories have supported brutal 
attacks on the independence 
movement in Catalonia.

Vox took that a stage 
further, demanding an 
even-greater crackdown.

Vox’s leader, Santiago 
Abascal, told his supporters, 
“We have led a cultural and 
political change because 
we have opened up all the 
forbidden debates.”

He was congratulated 
by France’s Marine Le Pen, 
Italy’s Matteo Salvini and the 
Netherlands’ Geert Wilders.

Spain’s United Against 
Fascism and Racism group 
called for united meetings and 
mobilisations against Vox.

Pro-independence parties 
took around half the seats in 
Catalonia. 

The anti-capitalist CUP will 
enter parliament for the first 
time after winning two seats. 

It is very unclear whether 
either the left or the right can 
form a government—and it 
certainly won’t be a stable 
one.

FIGURE IT OUT
 28  seats. The 

amount that the 
anti‑migrant Vox 
party increased its 
seats by, from 24 to 
52

 4  four votes in as 
many years for the 
Spanish electorate 

 O  of the parties have a 
majority, with none 
of them looking 
likely to create a 
stable coalition

HONG KONG

 Activists shot by police
POLICE IN Hong Kong shot at 
least one protester during mass 
protests on Monday of this week. 

It is the third time that 
cops have fired live rounds 
at demonstrators since the 
pro-democracy movement began 
in June.

The protester was shot in the 
Sai Wan Ho district as activists 
blocked roads during the 
morning rush hour.

They were hoping to enforce 
a planned general strike. When 
angry demonstrators confronted 
police after the shooting, they 
were attacked with pepper spray 
and tear gas.

It was reported that the 
protester was 21 years old and 

was injured in his kidney and 
liver.

The protests began in 
response to a new law that 
would allow extraditions of 
suspects to mainland China. 

They have grown into a 
movement demanding more 
democracy, the resignation 
of Hong Kong’s leader Carrie 
Lam, and an inquiry into police 
violence.

Monday’s general strike was 
called after the death of 22 year 
old student Alex Chow Tsz-lok on 
Friday of last week. He had been 
injured after falling one storey 
in a car park. Riot police were 
conducting dispersal operations 
nearby when he fell.

IRAQ

 Protest death toll over 300
MORE THAN 300 people have 
been killed in Iraq since a wave of 
anti‑government protests began 
last month.

People in major Iraqi 
cities, including Baghdad 
and Basra, have taken to the 
streets demanding an end to 
unemployment, low wages and 
government corruption.

Security forces and militias 
linked to political groupings inside 
the government have attacked 
demonstrations with live fire, 
rubber bullets and teargas.

Security forces launched a 
crackdown last weekend. The Iraqi 
Human Rights Commission says at 
least 319 people have been killed 
since the start of October. On the streets in Basra

France

THOUSANDS TOOK to 
the streets of Paris last 
weekend for a march 
against Islamophobia.

The protest was called 
by Muslim networks and 
supported by most left 

organisations, including two of 
the main union confederations. 

It was in opposition to a 
bill approved in the Senate 
banning mothers with 
headscarves joining school 
trips. Many activists on the 

left opposed the protest, 
and rows will continue. 

The faces of the young 
Muslims demonstrating 
were the sign of powerful 
resistance to come.
John Mullen
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Keep up the 
fracking fight
I READ your article 
on the Tories halting 
fracking for shale gas in 
England (Socialist Worker, 
6 November).

This is good, but the 
Tories have introduced 
a temporary ban before, 
pending inquiries into the 
safety of fracking after a 
previous earthquake.

They then lifted that 
ban after the fuss had 
died down. 

The companies that 
have already invested 
in fracking will not back 
down without a fight. 

So we have to be 
prepared for a long fight. 

Jason Pike
On Facebook

nTHERE WILL never be 
a ban on fracking while 
the Tories are at the 
helm.

Daniel Bell
On Facebook

Why refugees 
cross channel 
SOME PEOPLE ask why 
refugees risk death by 
trying to make it across 
the Channel (Socialist 
Worker, 5 November). 

One reason is that 
there is a lot of children 
in Calais who are trying 
to reach the rest of their 
family.

But the British 
government is illegally 
stopping them.

Red Lenz
On Facebook

Strikes will 
help Tories 
POSTAL workers striking 
when there is an election 
will, surely, give the 
Tories an opportunity 
to claim that we’re 
returning to 1970s 
Britain.

Any other time l would 
be completely with the 
CWU union members.

Leslie Bridges
On Facebook

nTHE TORIES and 
media will always attack 
striking workers as we 
are the real threat to 
them.

If it wasn’t the 
election it would be 
something else.

CWU members won 
our strike ballot in 
October long before the 
election announcement.

If the Tories want to 
wring their hands about 
the importance of the 
postal service then the 
easy response is that 
they shouldn’t have 
privatised it.

Adam Engels
On Facebook

EU can’t have cake and eat 
it on Brexit food standards 
THE LATEST Brexit scare story is 
that a trade deal with the US will 
undermine food standards in 
Britain.

US food standards certainly 
make for grim reading.

The US Defect Levels Handbook 
sets out the maximum amount of 
“foreign” bodies in food before 
action should be taken.

It allows, for instance, for up to 
an “average of 30 or more insect 
fragments per 10 grams” in 
ground allspice before questions 
are raised.

But as with so much about 
Brexit, we are presented with a 
fake choice.

You can Leave and have 
cockroaches for your Brexit 
breakfast or Remain and have 

probiotic yoghurt spooned lovingly 
into your mouth by Lib Dem 
politicians.

They are two equally horrific 
images.

A trade deal with the US 
negotiated by the Tories will mean 
attacks on working class people.  

That’s because the interests of 
ordinary people are at the bottom 
of the Tories’ list.

But looking to the EU to save us 
is a dead end and lets the Tories 
off the hook.

British membership of the EU 
didn’t stop the 2013 horse meat 
scandal in 13 European countries. 

In Britain, this saw 37 percent 
of beef products tested register 
positive for horse DNA.

It also saw 85 percent of those 

same products test positive for pig 
DNA.

There are countless other 
examples because EU food 
standards are not on the whole 
better than US ones.

Local councils are responsible 
for enforcing food legislation.

But cuts of 50 percent to local 
authority budgets since 2010 
means food inspectors are 
stretched and incapable of 
enforcing standards.

There is a third option rather 
than the US or EU. We should kick 
the Tories out and argue for a 
Brexit that prioritises the interests 
of ordinary people, such as safe, 
nutritious food for everyone.

Alistair Farrow
West London

Tackle the 
causes of 
asthma 
SOME HEADLINES take my 
breath away. A recent 
example came last week 
when newspapers 
screamed, “Asthma inhalers 
account for 4.5 percent of 
the NHS carbon footprint.”

I found a statistic that 
stated the NHS produces 
5.4 percent of greenhouse 
gases in Britain.

So asthma inhalers 
account for a small 
percentage of a small 
percentage.

But this pales into 
insignificance when 
compared with the 
emissions from traffic, 
flights and corporations.

There was quite a 
ridiculous article on the 
BBC website following that 
announcement.

It stated, “Many people 
with asthma could cut their 
carbon footprint and help 
save the environment by 
switching to ‘greener’ 
medications.”

Yes, that’s true. But it’s 
about as effective a way to 
cut my carbon footprint as 
dying—as a result of not 
using my inhaler.

Meanwhile the major 
contributors to asthma 
symptoms, which the 
individual asthma sufferer 
can do nothing about, just 
continue unabated. 

They include pollution 
from traffic, industrial 
pollution, damp housing, 
and many other factors.

If pollution from cars 
and industry are reduced 
and damp housing is sorted 
out not only will it reduce 
the levels of ill health 
overall. Guess what—it will 
reduce the need for asthma 
inhalers.

But that’s just not a very 
good headline.

Janet Evans
North London 

Encourage 
people to 
take action 
I WAS approached to help 
organise an LGBT+ 
solidarity protest after an 
incident at the 
Nightingales club in 
Birmingham.

A person came into 
contact with security 
guards at the club last 
week. But the incident 
also raised other issues 
about profiling and dress 
code, including racism.

People wearing hijabs 
have been challenged 
with, “Do you know this 
is a gay club?” and been 
turned away.

The protest was quite 
young and many had 

never been on a demo 
before. Our responsibility 
is to build people’s 
confidence to protest, to 
speak out, to organise.

Geoff Dexter 
Birmingham

 A victory for those who  
 resisted the DWP’s lies
THE Advertising Standards 
Authority’s decision to 
uphold a complaint against 
the Department for Work 
and Pensions has vindicated 
campaigners and trade 
unionists.

Instead of investing in a 
social security system that 
works, the Tories wasted 
£225,000 on propaganda 
adverts.

They were aimed at 
trying to convince the 
public that Universal Credit 
(UC) is a success, rather 

than the reality of 
foodbanks, starving 
children and women forced 
to turn to sex work.

The authority found the 
nine week series of 
advertorials run in the 
Metro newspaper to be 
“misleading”.

And it said the claim that 
people on UC move faster 
into work than on the 
previous benefits system to 
be unsubstantiated.

Ellen Clifford
South London

Just a 
thought...

Protesting outside the club in Birmingham 
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 RISING UP
 FOR HIGHER
 EDUCATION

A revolt is brewing on university campuses across Britain 
as UCU union members—lecturers, researchers and 
support staff—prepare for eight days of strikes over pay 
and pensions later this month. Sadie Robinson spoke to 
activists organising the fightback

S
TRIKES BY workers at 
60 universities have the 
potential to  transform 
higher education in 
Britain.  UCU union 
members are set to walk 

out for eight days from Monday 
25 November. 

The action is taking on years of real 
terms pay cuts, attacks on pensions, 
insecure contracts, the gender pay 
gap and sky-high workloads.

UCU members voted in big num-
bers for strikes over the “five fights”—
and have hit the ground running.

“We had two meetings in two days 
last week,” said Jo McNeill, chair of 
the UCU branch at Liverpool univer-
sity and vice chair of UCU’s higher 
education committee. “The first was 
the day after strikes were announced. 
It was packed—well over 100 
people—and lots of new faces. 

“There was a real appetite for the 
action. So we decided to have a strike 
committee meeting the next day, and 
asked people to send a representative 
from every department.

“We didn’t know whether to expect 
two people or 20—we got 50.”

In Manchester, over 80 workers 
came to a strike coordinating com-
mittee meeting the day after strikes 
were announced. 

Carlo Morelli is a lecturer at 
Dundee university and sits on the 
union’s national executive commit-
tee (NEC). “Some have questioned 
whether it’s the right thing to call 

eight days and whether it’s the right 
time,” he said.

“This is coming from older activists 
and the right wing, and it indicates 
demoralisation. It doesn’t reflect the 
membership. In Dundee people are 
saying, ‘Bring it on’.”

Jo agreed, “The ballot result was 
fantastic and we’ve got to act. Eight 
days is a good start. While we were 
getting the vote out, everybody we 
spoke to knew we would be coming 
out in November. If we waited, we 
would lose momentum.”

Josh from University College 
London (UCL) said some workers 
are already asking “what next” after 
the eight days. And Paul from UCL 
said, “Starting with eight days puts 
the pressure on management.”

He added, “It feels like we have 
unfinished business.”

UCU members in older  universities 
staged 14 days of strikes to defend 
their USS pension scheme last 
year. The walkouts transformed 
branches—and gave union members 
valuable experience.

Newcastle university lecturer and 
UCU NEC member Bruce Baker said, 
“In the past we had these one-day 
strikes or even two-hour strikes.

“We would have the same 20 or 
30 people out. They were all people 
you knew. A picket line culture didn’t 
develop—you were back in work 
before people had time to notice you 
were gone.

“But last year people were out on 

the picket line, talking to more people 
outside their little department. We 
developed a new layer of activists.”

Bruce said the branch now has a 
new president and committee mem-
bers. “The strike allowed people who 
were interested to rise up and be more 
active,” he explained. “And being on 
the picket line was a lot of fun.”

The union leadership called off 
the action last year. But workers’ 
increased confidence meant this 
didn’t go unchallenged.

Carlo said, “The lessons from 
last time are that we learned the 
power of rank and file activists 
having collective control over the 

strike. That gave them a voice and 
“made it feel like it was their strike”.

The current dispute can pull 
even more workers into activity. 

Growing anger at casualisation 

and the gender pay gap, and attacks 
on education, is galvanising people.

Paul said the Tories have 
 “completely destroyed education”.

“People have to take out ridicu-
lously high loans to go to university,” 
he said. “I know people who can’t 
afford to go because they would get 
into too much debt.

“We had a union member who 
couldn’t afford his union fees because 
he’s having problems paying his rent.

“He has trouble affording food. But 
that’s exactly what the strike is about 
—to help people like that.”

Carlo added, “This is our best 
opportunity to resolve long-stand-
ing problems of gender, race and 
 institutional discrimination—and 
change universities once and for all.” 

Bruce said the equality parts of 
the UCU claim “have been gaining in 
importance”.

“There’s a very strong sense that 
we’re not willing to settle and trade 
off one bit against another,” he added. 

Jo said the eight days is the “first 
phase” of the action. “This is not the 
end, this is the beginning,” she said.

Many feel the general election cam-
paign is an opportunity for  workers to 
fight for their demands (see page 17).

Carlo said now is “the perfect time 
to strike”. “Our strike can help to 
make education an election issue,” 
he said. “The Tories and the Liberals 
have brought this chaos into higher 
education. We want to make sure 
they pay for it.”

What’s the deal with 
the USS pension?
AFTER THE union leadership 
called off USS pension strikes 
last year, a Joint Expert Panel was 
set up to look at the future of the 
scheme.

This involved representatives of 
university bosses’ group UUK, the 
union and USS.

Its initial report said 
that members of the USS 
scheme should pay no more 
than 8 percent of salary in 
contributions. But bosses 
have failed to implement its 
recommendations.

Instead, USS imposed a rise 
in contribution of 0.8 percent in 
April. Contributions are due to 
rise to 10.4 percent in October, 
and to 11.7 percent in April next 
year.

The union’s position is that 
workers should suffer 
“no detriment”. They 
shouldn’t pay any 
more, or get any less 
when they retire.

BACK STORY
Time for action!
WORKERS PLAN to theme their 
strikes with different issues. The 
strikes coincide with the climate 
strike on 29 November and 
Donald Trump’s visit to Britain 
on 3 December—so these will be 
themed accordingly.

In Newcastle, strikers also have 
a “bake off” planned plus a series 
of teach-outs. “At the end of the 
day, we like teaching,” said Bruce. 

“The strike is an opportunity 
to teach outside the ‘excellence 
framework’ and just for the joy of 
teaching and learning.”

At Liverpool university people 
are volunteering for picket duty 
on a “picketing survey”. Jo 
said, “We need make sure key 
points are covered. We have an 
agreement with the CWU union 
that post workers won’t cross our 
picket lines.”

Several universities backed 
strikes but missed the Tories’ 
50  percent threshold to hold 
legal walkouts. Many are 
reballoting. 

Sean Wallis from University 
College London said this was 
“politically essential”.

“This is a national fight,” he 
said. “One section is not going to 
win it for the rest.”

A new mood is sweeping the 
union from bottom to top
UCU MEMBERS are determined 
and confident to win. 

Bruce said, “There’s a really 
strong sense that we’ve been here 
before. But the stakes are much 
higher now. 

“Universities run on goodwill, 
and that’s been exploited and 
manipulated. What’s at stake is a 
permanent loss of goodwill.”

Workers who are part of the 
USS pension scheme struck for 
14 days last year to defend it. 
The action saw buoyant picket 
lines across Britain. But then UCU 
general secretary Sally Hunt led 
moves to call off the action—
leading to bitter anger among 
members.

Hunt resigned in February this 
year and left winger Jo Grady was 
elected in May. 

This has boosted activists.
Jo McNeill said, “Our new 

general secretary is coming from 
a very different position. We are 
confident that she will not accept 
any offers without consulting 
members. 

“And we don’t want to be 
consulted on offers that are not 
worth the paper they’re written 
on.”

So what would a serious offer 
look like?

“We want to end 
casualisation—that’s the biggest 
scourge in this sector,” said Jo. 
“It’s not unreasonable to ask 
for all hourly-paid lecturers 
to be put on fractional 
contracts, for 
people to have 
more rights, sick 
pay and holiday 
leave.

“We also 
need to have 
enough 
resources 

so people can have a work/life 
balance. We are entitled to a pay 
rise and we shouldn’t be ashamed 
to fight for one. Some in our 
sector are well paid but some are 
poorly paid.

“And pensions are not a gift, 
pensions are our deferred pay.”

Bruce said, “There have been 
questions about what a victory 
would look like. On USS I think 
we’re going to have to have a 
reckoning with the governance. 
We need a rolling back of some 
things that it has done. 

“These include getting rid of 
one of our trustees because she 
had the audacity to want to look 
at some of the numbers.

Recommendations
“Also, rushing through changes 
to rules that prevent the UCU 
and UUK from withdrawing their 
trustees and replacing them.

“The bottom line is that 
they have to implement the 
recommendations of the first JEP 
report. 

“They have to bring us back to 
a contribution rate of 8 percent 
and nothing higher, and there has 
to be no changes to benefits.

“In order for that to happen 
there’s going to have to be changes 
of personnel. USS CEO Bill Galvin 
for instance has no credibility left.

“We also need a pay rise 
that’s above inflation, which 
is what we’ve not had for 
ten years. 

“That’s got to be an 
absolute starting point. 
And we want concrete, 
measurable and 

accountable ways of 
fixing the problems 
with workload, the 
gender pay gap 
and casualisation.”

STUDENTS FROM Leeds 
University showing their support 
for the UCU union’s strike over 
pensions in 2018 (right) Carlo 
Morelli (below) thinks confidence 
of rank and file members has 
grown in recent years. Jo McNeill 
(below, left) says support for the 
coming strike is massive

USS boss Bill GalvinLecturers, researchers and support staff struck in 2018 Picture: Guy Smallman UCU union general secretary Jo Grady 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRADFORD
Jeremy Corbyn, the election 
and the fight for socialism
Thu 28 Nov, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Lane 
(opposite the ice rink),
BD5 0BQ
LONDON: HARINGEY
Jeremy Corbyn, the election 
and the fight for socialism
Wed 27 Nov, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd, N15 3QH
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
System change not climate 
change booklaunch
Wed 20 Nov, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Why we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution
Mon 18 Nov, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe,
49 Belmont St,
AB10 1JS
BARNSLEY
What would a socialist 
society be like?
Thu 28 Nov, 7pm, 
Room 302, The Civic,
Hanson St,
S70 2HZ
EDINBURGH
Why does capitalism 
need borders?
Wed 20 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
Heading for collapse 
—can capitalism save 
itself from recession?
Thu 21 Nov, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT
HUDDERSFIELD
When the wall came down—
the 1989 revolutions 
in Eastern Europe
Wed 20 Nov, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP
LONDON: HACKNEY
Gandhi, non-violence 
and civil disobedience
Thu 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Can a Green New Deal stop 
environmental catastrophe?
Wed 20 Nov, 7.30pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd, 
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Freedom of movement— 
why we say no borders
Thu 21 Nov,  7pm, 
The Old Fire Station,
84 Mayton St,
N7 6QT
LONDON: KINGSTON
Knife crime, drugs 
and gangs—are more 
police the answer?
Thu 21 Nov,  6pm, 
Room JG3003,
Penrhyn Road Campus,
Kingston University,
KT1 2EE
LONDON: NEWHAM
Can there be a socialist 
in the White House?
Wed 20 Nov, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove, E15 1HP

LONDON: SOUTH
Migration and 
climate change
Wed 20 Nov, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd  
(near Effra Rd, facing 
Windrush Square),
Brixton,
SW2 1EP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
A rebel’s guide to 
Alexandra Kollontai
Wed 20 Nov, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St, SE8 4RH
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Will technology bring 
us socialism?
Wed 20 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Forum,
10 Shacklewell St, E2 7EG

LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
A people’s history of Jazz
Thu 21 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community  
Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush, 
W12 7DZ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Can a Green New Deal stop 
environmental catastrophe?
Wed 20 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NORWICH
Are we entering a new age 
of global revolution?
Wed 20 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, 
NR2 2SA

OXFORD
Is our diet destroying 
the planet?
Thu 21 Nov, 7pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way, OX4 1YH
PORTSMOUTH
Can non-violent direct 
action bring about 
real social change?
Wed 20 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
WIGAN
Are we entering a 
new age of revolt?
Thu 21 Nov, 7pm, 
The Anvil,
Dorning St,
WN1 1HE

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

NATIONAL 
No to Trump—No to Nato 
national demonstration
Tue 3 Dec, 4pm,
Trafalgar Sq,
London,
WC2N 5DN. 
Called by a coalition of 
organisations including the 
Stop  the War Coalition, Stand 
Up To Racism, the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign, Stand 
Up To Trump and Stop 
Trump. Go to No To Trump—
No to NATO—National 
Demonstration on Facebook

{ }STAND UP TO 
RACISM

LEEDS 
Stop Boris Johnson— 
vote against racism
Thu 21 Nov, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq,
LS3 1AD

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 21 Nov, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

COLCHESTER
Thu 28 Nov, 8pm, 
Oyster Room, Hythe 
Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
CO1 2FG

DUNDEE
Wed 20 Nov, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

LIVERPOOL
Thu 21 Nov, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Wed 20 Nov, 7.15pm, 
Light House, Suite 16, 
Chubb Building,
Fryer St, WV1 1HT

Get the Tories out— 
can Jeremy Corbyn win? 

Socialist Worker

Send your reports and views to 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Phone us on 
020 7840 5656

Sign up for our morning email  
Breakfast in Red at  
socialistworker.co.uk/subscribe

Download Whatsapp to your phone and 
switch notifications on. Save 07494 
519595 as Socialist Worker WhatsApp. 
Send ‘start’ 
to 07494 519595

[ For daily updates and the stories that matter: 
 socialistworker.co.uk]

We are on Twitter
@socialistworker

Find us on Facebook 
Socialist Worker (Britain)

JEREMY CORBYN taking the campaign out on the streets  

Socialist Worker  13 November 2019
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A complex game in John Le Carre’s latest spy thriller
BOOK
AGENT RUNNING IN THE 
FIELD 
By John le Carre 
Viking, £20

NAT IS a not quite 50, not 
quite on the shelf officer 
of the Secret Intelligence 
Service. 

He has semi-reluctantly 
returned to the helm of 
a rundown surveillance 
substation. He is married 
to Prue, a lawyer fighting 
against Big Pharma looking 
for semi-retirement and 
leaving the secret world 
behind.

He is challenged to 
a game of badminton 
by a young man. Ed is 
innocent, but innocents 
live dangerously in John 
Le Carre’s worlds.

Ed is passionately 
pro-European, loathes 
Brexit and Donald Trump. 
It is to Le Carre’s credit 
that he makes the rants of 
his anti-Brexit novel—as 
the publicity inevitably 
describes it—come from 
the mouth of someone 
quite annoying.

Nat’s pride is 
tempered by the mild, 
lingering anxiety that his 
game—and not just his 

badminton—might not be 
quite what it used to be.

He is mounting an 
operation against a filthy 
rich Russian oligarch, 
resident in London. 
But of course there are 
influential connections, 
one of them a super-rich 
Tory peer. 

Le Carre is enraged by 
the treachery, arrogance 
and indifference of 
wealth and power, the 
irresponsibly selfish and 
the readiness to use others 
as mere instruments.

Nat’s speciality is a long 
game. Cultivating a source 
to work against their 

government may happen 
after a few beers, or a few 
years. There are some 
lovely set pieces. And 
there is genre-predictable 
sentimentality, about 
the young and especially 
about women.

Le Carre obsesses about 
loyalty, his mechanism 
to play that out is 
conversation. Here they 
can crackle with Nat’s 
knowledge that he’s been 
played. 

This is by no means 
his greatest novel. But 
it is a lot better than the 
marketing would suggest.
Simon Basketter

BBC’s War of the Worlds can 
hold its own among the best
This new steampunk adaptation of HG Wells’ classic is hardly a first—but it’s 
well-made, well-acted, exciting—and has a lot of potential, says Gabby Thorpe
THE NEW BBC adaptation of the 
sci-fi classic The War of the Worlds 
promises to capture the spirit of 
the book.

It is the latest in a long line of 
adaptations. HG Wells’ story has 
been remade for radio, film—and an 
incredibly cheesy musical.

Confusingly enough, the new BBC 
adaptation comes on the heels of 
a modern day French production. 
Although decent CGI and a fairly 
acclaimed cast means that the BBC’s 
version will probably win out.

The story of Martian invasion is no 
longer new. Stories about Mars are 
having a resurgence as science sup-
posedly brings us closer to the idea 
of occupying the “red planet”.

So why not revisit the original tale 
of Martians occupying Earth?

This version tells the story through 
the eyes of Amy and George who 
met at a meeting of the Freethinkers 
Society.

Their story is perhaps more 
 interesting than the invasion itself. 

Shunned
They live together as an unmarried 
couple, shunned by Edwardian soci-
ety. Eleanor Tomlinson and Rafe Spall 
do a convincing job in playing them.

And the always brilliant Robert 
Carlyle does a great job playing the 
Mars-obsessed scientist Oglivy. 

And it’s a good thing too. The 
alien action we all tuned in for only 
emerges half way through the first 
episode. You see how writer Peter 
Harness can fit all the action of the 
novel into a three hour mini-series.

But the first episode shows a lot of 
potential. There’s a steampunk setting, 
including an impressive clock that 
distills tea. And although the aliens’ 

tripod-like vehicles are by no means 
a surprise to anyone familiar to the 
story, they are still an impressive sight. 

Any worries about slowness are 
rewarded with gripping scenes of 
destruction and some impressive 
flash-forwards. 

The series doesn’t take a lot of 
commitment. And it’s probably worth 
it to see what twist Harness has put 
on the story. 

In a world full of expansionist 
regimes and rampant imperialism 

the story is definitely still relevant.  
Martians invading Earth because 
they’ve depleted their natural 
resources is especially poignant given 
the climate crisis.

And a spokesperson for the Ministry 
of Defence boasting about Britain’s 
military prowess might seem a little 
tongue in cheek against a litany of 
alien technology. But it does bring to 
mind countless numbers of Western 
leaders and their smug warmongering.

The War of the Worlds is 

undoubtedly a science fiction 
 masterpiece. The new series in no 
way lets the source material down.

It’s difficult sometimes not to 
compare this new take to the several 
adaptations that have come before 
it, though. And it’s fair to wonder if 
another adaptation of the War of The 
Worlds is necessary.

But for an hour of human versus 
Martian action, this is entertaining 
enough.
Starts Sunday 17 November, 9pm, BBC1

ALIEN INVASION through the eyes of the unconventional Amy and George Picture: BBc/MaMMoth Screen

FILM
RUDEBOY FT. DON LETTS
Middlesbrough Town Hall 
Sat 23 Nov  
Tickets £14 plus booking fee
 
RUDEBOY IS a film about the 
love affair between Jamaican 
and British youth culture.

Combining archive 
footage, interviews and 
drama, it’s told through the 
prism of one of the most 
iconic labels in the history of 
black music, Trojan Records.

The showing will be 
followed by a DJ set from Don 

Letts, who came to notoriety 
in the 70s as the DJ that 
helped turn a generation of 
punks onto reggae.

THEATRE
 
TROJAN HORSE 
Midlands Arts Centre, 
Birmingham. 19–21 Nov 
Tickets from £8.50
 
TROJAN Horse was a 
local story that hit the 
national press, accusing 
“hardline” Muslim teachers 
and governors of plotting 
extremism in Birmingham 
schools.

This play is based on 
the real-life testimonies of 
those at the heart of the 
government inquiry in order 
to create a hard-hitting 
production.

DJ Don Letts

With Tunde Adebimpe 
Mon 25 November, 
6.30pm. £2 on the door 

1 Bloomsbury Street,  
London WC1B 3QE 
 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

BOOKMARKS 
the  socialist bookshop

Silenced by 
Sound—the Music 
Meritocracy Myth

What’s on at
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READ MORE
lShould the internet be 
policed? If so, by who? 
Socialist Worker article  
by Simon Basketter 
bit.ly/internetpolice

lThe battle for trust and 
truth in an era of fake 
news 
Socialist Worker article  
by Nick Clark 
bit.ly/battlefake

lBad News for Labour—
antisemitism, the party & 
public belief 
by Greg Philo et al 
£9.98 
 
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

P
EOPLE making 
stu f f  up  on 
the internet 
i s  n o t h i n g 
new.  Nor  is 
p o l i t i c i a n s 

and newspapers telling 
l ies to win votes—or 
rich businesspeople and 
media moguls interfering 
in politics.

But the idea that these 
things might affect the 
 general election is treated 
as news.

Joe l  Go lby  in  the 
Guardian newspaper last 
week claimed, “The theme 
for the big bad election of 
2019 is leaning towards 
 ‘theatrical misinformation’.” 

He predicted a general 
election where fake news and 
lies spread around Twitter. 

Even leading politicians 
and journalists make a show 
of themselves by appearing to 
get taken in by them.

Former Labour MP Mike 
Gapes got tricked into endors-
ing a spoof tactical voting web-
site that recommends voting 
for Mike Gapes in every seat.

A  s im i l a r  a rgument 
 suggests something more 
 sinister is going on.

Tory MP Damian Collins 
chairs parliament’s “fake 
news” committee. 

He believes that during the 
election “shadowy campaign 
groups that support different 
interests, but are not officially 
connected to any one political 
party, will make themselves 
heard online”.

His report—published at the 
start of the year—warned that 
the internet “carries the insidi-
ous ability to distort, mislead 
and produce hatred and insta-
bility,” threatening democracy.

Edited
Perhaps he’s right. Last week 
his party edited a video to 
make a television interview 
with Labour’s Keir Starmer look 
worse than it was.

The weekend before Michael 
Gove got taken in—or did he?—
by a seemingly fake Twitter 
account purporting to be an 
antisemitic Labour member. 

To Gove, it didn’t matter 
whether the account was real 
or not. It gave him an opportu-
nity to smear the Labour Party.

When the election began, a 
“tactical voting” website—Best 
for Britain—appeared, claiming 
to offer advice on how to elect 
“a majority of pro-Europeans”.

Strangely, it recommended 
voting for the Liberal Democrats 
over Labour in seats where 
they have very little chance of 
 beating the Tories.

Much of this is really just 
about rich and powerful people 
finding new ways to influence 
how we think and vote. But 
then, so is much of the  backlash 
to it.

Many of the current fears 
grew out of the Cambridge 
Analytica scandal of 2018.

Owned by r ight  wing 
multi-billionaire Robert Mercer, 
Cambridge Analytica used 
the personal data of millions 

of Facebook users to target 
them with personalised politi-
cal adverts. It sold its services 
to the Trump and Vote Leave 
campaigns.

Many supporters of the 
European Union now claim that 
Leave won because much of this 
advertising contained lies or 
“misinformation”. 

Cambridge Analytica has 
since gone bust. But the new 
fear is that misinformation will 
once more be spread on social 
media—generated and paid 

for by shadowy interests—to 
 influence this election.

Now there’s a drive—backed 
by “traditional” media outlets—
to impose regulation on sites 
such as Facebook and Twitter. 

It just so happens that this 
involves shutting down partisan 
news accounts and pages, and 
driving traffic towards “trusted” 
news sites such as their own.

It’s helpful too that this 
allows traditional outlets 
to  promote their own form 
of lies and disinformation 

as legitimate. A recent BBC 
 podcast saw political editor 
Laura Kuenssberg explain—
badly—what  “shitposting” is. 

Nonsense memes and in-
jokes shared knowingly on cor-
ners of social media are now 
the latest fake news threat.

BBC media editor Amol Rajan 
thinks shitposting is a threat to 
journalists who are “there to 
check things are right”.

“The second function of jour-
nalism after first of all inform-
ing people and citizens as to 
what is going on is to apply 
scrutiny to power,” he said. 

“To say, hang on a second, is 
that necessarily true?”

This noble ideal bears little 
resemblance to the actual 
output of much of the news, 
which does more to amplify the 
voices and ideas of mainstream 
politicians than challenge them. 

But it does offer a neat little 
explanation for what they think 
is going on.

Ordinary people’s heads 
have been filled with fake 
news, disinformation, targeted 
advertising, shitposts—and 
whatever other buzzwords you 
can come up with. This tricked 
them into voting for Brexit, or 
Jeremy Corbyn.

I
T’S A simplistic and 
 patronising understand-
ing of how ordinary 
people develop their 
thoughts and ideas. But 
for them it’s also a reas-

suring one. The truth is much 
more unpalatable.

Trust in the news has fallen. 
So has trust in mainstream poli-
ticians and the establishment.

That reflects a real bitterness 
in society that hasn’t just been 
planted in people’s heads. 

It stems from the reality 
of their lives after not just a 
decade of austerity—but four 
decades of assaults on wages 
and living standards.

People are right to reject 
the politicians responsible for 
this—and the media outlets 
that justified it.

Sh i tpos t ing  has  gone 
 mainstream. Yet lying in the 
media is nothing new. 

Scapegoating migrants or 
Muslims for example has tradi-
tionally been the job of estab-
lished right wing newspapers 
and politicians from most par-
ties.They laid the groundwork 
for many of the racist lies online.

All of the media—online 
or tradit ional print and 
 broadcast—is owned and run by 
the rich and powerful. Rupert 
Murdoch is an obvious example.

That’s one of the most impor-
tant reasons why many people 
hold right wing ideas that go 
against their own interests.

Sometimes media bias is 
overt—such as recent front 
pages attacking strikes during 
Christmas. Other times it’s 
subtler. 

The way the media reports 
and talks about politics just nat-
urally reflects the worldview of 
the people who own and run it.

It’s easy to accept these ideas 
as common sense because they 
seem to fit in with the way that 

WILL FAKE 
NEWS WIN 
ELECTION?
Mainstream pundits are in a tizz over misinformation on 
the web. But as Nick Clark argues, lying in the media isn’t 
new—and the key thing isn’t what it says, but what we do

society works. 
The idea that we should 

all worry about whether busi-
nesses, bankers and financiers 
can keep making huge profits, 
is one example. 

That politics is simply about 
the speeches, movements and 
plots of a handful of people in 
parliament is another.

Even so, the right wing media 
can’t always take people with it. 
Over a year after the Windrush 
scandal broke, it’s still raised as 
a warning to politicians who go 
“too far” in their scapegoating 
of migrants.

Having thoroughly believed 
most people would welcome 
a “hostile environment” for 
migrants, Tory politicians were 
forced onto the back foot when 
the cruel reality of what that 
meant was exposed.

More recently, a poll found 
that the majority of people—
including Tory voters—support 
a policy of reducing carbon 
emissions to zero by 2030. 

That’s despite  scaremongering 
in the press about how necessary 
action on climate change will 
make our lives miserable, and its 
sneering treatment of Extinction 
Rebellion (XR) protesters.

Newspapers such as the 
Guardian might like to pretend 
they’re leading the way on 
bringing climate change to the 
fore. Really they’re just playing 
catch-up.

Action
It was movements of ordinary 
people such as XR and the 
climate strikes who brought 
demands for radical action to 
the fore. More importantly, 
they’ve made that radical action 
seem possible.

There’s a lesson here. The 
ideas that people come into 
contact with, how they’re 
spread, and who’s responsi-
ble for it matter. So too does 
 finding ways to get our own 
message across.

A flipside of the fears of online 
disinformation is the idea that 
the left can counter this with its 
own social media strategy.

The pro-Corbyn group 
Momentum is very proud of 
the number of people it reached 
with its videos and memes on 
Facebook at the last general 
election.

But these things don’t 
 guarantee success. 

In the European 
elections earlier this 
year the Brexit 
Party spent less 
on  Fa c ebook 
advertising than 

the Tories, Labour, the Lib 
Dems, the Greens and Change 
UK. It beat them all. What really 
matters isn’t what’s going on 
online—but what’s going on in 
our everyday lives.

The value of wages have 
fallen while rents, bills and the 
cost of living has gone up. We 
know that. We’re in the midst of 
a growing climate catastrophe. 
We know that too.

Muslims and migrants have 
faced years of scapegoating 
and attacks that have left us 
living in a more racist society. 
We know that.

We also know we can’t 
trust politicians or 
their media back-
ers. What mat-

ters is what 
we can do to 
c h a l l e n g e 
them.

The mainstream 
view of ‘politics’ 
focuses on 
parliament 
and politicians 
(above) but this is 
challenged (below)

Nonsense 
memes and 
in-jokes are the 
latest fake 
news threat

‘‘ 
Michael Gove

ALEXANDER NIX of Cambridge Analytica making claims for how the firm helped Donald Trump’s election campaign

FOCUS ON 
TRIBUNALS

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Fighting against the 
 charities that won’t pay up 

Tomáš Tengely-Evans 
looks at what a strike 
at a rehabilitation 
charity says about the 
health service

ALMOST EVERYONE has 
heard about how corporations 
are profiting from NHS 
privatisation. But it isn’t 
just outsourcing giants, 
such as Virgin and Serco, 
who are muscling in. 

Charities have slowly 
increased their share 
of health contracts. 

Charities and other 
“social enterprises” say 
they are different to private 
companies. But when 
they take on contracts to 
run public services, they 
increasingly behave in 
the same way, squeezing 
workers and cutting costs. 

This is something workers 
at Addaction in Wigan and 
Leigh in the north west of 
England know all too well. 

The workers were 
outsourced from the NHS to 
Addaction, which now runs 
the service on a contract to 
the Labour-run council.

Paul is a Unison union 
rep at the alcohol and 
drug rehabilitation charity, 
where workers took their 
fourth round of strikes for 
equal pay last week.

He explained how bosses 
are refusing to give them 
NHS Agenda for Change pay 
and terms and conditions. 

Budged
“This dispute started just over 
a year ago when management 
said they wouldn’t pay 
Agenda for Change and 
they haven’t budged in 
any meaningful way,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 

“They’ve stated they 
can’t afford to pay us—
and even if they could pay 
us, they wouldn’t anyway 
because of concerns 
about pay unfairness.

“We know that they exist 
because a staff survey cited 
that people are working 
next to others doing the 
same job and being paid 
significantly less. 

“But the unfairness didn’t 
come about because we 
were transferred over on 
NHS rates—it’s because 

they choose to pay their 
staff lower rates.”

Paul added that the 
workers’ alternative was 
“levelling up everyone”. 

“Despite them seeming 
to share the concern about 
their staff—they have quoted 
that survey—they haven’t 
taken any action to reduce 
the unfairness,” he said.

“We would support 
any action to reduce the 
unfairness by levelling 
people up, but they don’t 
want to do that.” 

It’s no wonder that 
Addaction charity bosses 
act like any other capitalists 
when you look at their board. 

Mike Dixon, Addaction’s 
CEO, has recently left 
to take up another post 
as chief executive of the 
Liberal Democrats. 

He leaves behind 
Addaction chair Baron Carlile, 
who was a Lib Dem peer 
between 1999 and 2017. 

His other interests have 
included the security services. 

In the 2000s Carlile 
served as the government’s 
“independent” reviewer 
of terror legislation and 
supported greater powers 

for the spooks. He went 
on to set up a consultancy 
firm with a former head of 
MI6, pocketing £400,000 in 
dividends over three years. 

Their own wealth hasn’t 
stopped bosses treating 
workers with contempt. 

Paul said, “They said if 
you sign a document saying 
we wouldn’t strike any 
more about this dispute 
they would pay us the 
wages we lost on strike. 

“I thought that sounds 
like the icing on the cake—if 
you’ve resolved dispute, they 
say we’ll make up the loss up 
as a gesture of good will. 

“But, unfortunately, it was 
the icing without the cake.” 

Pushed
Addaction is benefiting from 
legislation pushed through 
by the Tory-Liberal coalition 
that made the NHS put 
services out to tender.

To sugarcoat the move, 
the coalition said it was 
trying to get the “third 
sector” to alleviate the 
pressure on the NHS. 

In reality, it was about 
prising open the health 
service for business.

Labour has talked 
about renationalising the 
NHS, but its plans have 
only talked about making 
the NHS the “preferred 
bidder” in contracts. 

All NHS and public 
services should be taken back 
into full public ownership 
and properly funded. 

And that’s why everyone 
should back the Addaction 
workers—a win for 
them will be a blow to 
all the outsourcers.

ADDACTION WORKERS on strike

Unfortunately 
their pay offer 
was the icing 
but without  
the cake

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
PRIVATISATION
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  Dalian Atkinson---murder charge for cop
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

A POLICE officer has been 
charged with the murder 
of black footballer Dalian 
Atkinson.

Cops shot the former 
Aston Villa and Manchester 
City player with a Taser near 
his father’s home in Telford, 
Shropshire, in August 2016. 

He went into cardiac arrest 
in an ambulance on his way 
to hospital.

Another officer from the 
West Mercia force has been 
charged with assault causing 
actual bodily harm.

The two cops appeared in 
court in Birmingham later on 
Thursday last week.

The  o f f i cer  charged 
with murder has also been 
charged with a  lesser 
offence of “unlawful act 
 manslaughter”. 

The Crown Prosecution 
 Service (CPS) explained a 
jury may consider it “if it first 
finds that the more serious 
charge has not been proved”.

The family’s solicitor, Kate 
Maynard, said, “Dalian’s 
family welcomes the decision 
to put the conduct of police 
officers before a jury.

“But regrets that already 
more than three years have 
passed since Dalian died.

“They ask for their privacy 
to be respected and press for 
the criminal proceedings to 
progress without delay.”

The CPS decision to 
charge the two officers fol-
lows an investigation by the 
 Independent Office for Police 
Complaints. 

The police watchdog said 
its investigation found that 

police contact involved a 
Taser, restraint and other 
uses of force.

Three West Mercia  officers 
were interviewed twice 
under criminal caution and 
served with gross  misconduct 

notices following Dalian’s 
death.

Deborah Coles, director 
of the Inquest charity, said 
his death “raises concerns of 
 significant public interest, not 
least at a time when we are 

seeing the increased arming 
of police with Tasers”.

She also pointed out how 
delays in prosecuting police 
officers have a negative 
impact on bereaved families. 

Bereaved
Coles said, “The hope of 
many bereaved families, that 
police officers involved in a 
death are held to account to 
a criminal standard, is too 
often denied.

“As such, today’s decision 
from the Crown Prosecu-
tion Service—though long 
awaited—is welcome.

“Two years ago, an inde-
pendent review of deaths 
in police custody by Dame 
Elish Angiolini QC high-
lighted the negative impact 
of delays in investigations 
and  prosecutions.

“Angiolini recommended 
that such cases be dealt with 
in the same time scales as a 
civilian homicide case.

“There is still much work 
to be done. 

“We hope the next stages 
of this prosecution are 
 pursued promptly and that 
the upmost scrutiny of the 
actions of these officers is 
ensured.”

COPS IN Britain are increasingly carrying Tasers  Picture: Guy Smallman
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Why workers are right to 
strike during the election

Train guards are fighting the bosses and the government
MICK, GUARD and RMT 
union member, South 
Western Railway
“I was cheering when I 
heard we are going to have  
27 strike days in December 
on South Western Railway. 
It’s a strong programme of 
action, and we need that.

“The battle to keep 
guards on trains has 
been going on at various 
companies for three years. 

“It’s precisely the sort of 
issue that should be forced 
onto the agenda during an 
election.

“The Daily Mail is going 
for us. Its front page last 

week was about ‘Christmas 
rail strike chaos’. But 
really it’s the company 
that has forced this now.

“The management has 
gone back on a potential 
deal that would have 
conceded at least some of 
our demands in opposition 
to driver only operated 
trains.

“We want the guards’ 
role confirmed partly as 
a defence of 6,000 jobs 
nationally, and there’s 
nothing wrong with that.  

“But also guards help 
ensure safety and assist 
vulnerable passengers—

people with children, 
disabled people. It’s a 
people before profit issue, 
very good for the election.

“The whole dispute over 
guards on trains isn’t just 
a battle with the private 
firms, it’s a fight with the 
government.

“South Western has 
received at least  
£35 million from the 
Tories as a bailout for lost 
revenue due to earlier 
strikes. That’s a subsidy 
for a class assault. All rail 
firms that have a dispute 
over guards should strike 
together.”  

by CHARLIE KIMBER

FOR AT least some days during the 
election campaign the pictures will 
be strikers with placards, not politi-
cians behind podiums.

Big strikes are due to take place.   
Such moves are wholly welcome. 

At a time when everything is focused 
on voting, they can infuse the political 
struggle with a genuine class feeling 
of resistance. 

Tory MPs are screaming about 
workers daring to walk out during 
the election. 

Philip Hollobone, the hard right 
Tory MP for Kettering, said, “Anything 
that disrupts the election such as call-
ing strikes puts democracy at risk.”

In Hollobone’s world, democracy 
means having to give up the basic 
democratic right to strike.

Strikers aren’t out to halt Brexit. 
They are fighting over important 
workplace issues, but at the same time 
raising class issues in a sharp manner 
during the election. 

In a small way they are breaking 
down the wall that capitalist democ-
racy seeks to build between politics 
and economics.  

Fear
Unfortunately some Labour figures 
also fear the strikes. 

One shadow cabinet minister told 
the New Statesman magazine last 
week, “I am hoping they call that post 
strike off, to be honest with you. It is 
the last thing we need. And I’ll be tell-
ing them so.” 

Such backsliding is part of a long 
Labour tradition that says the only bat-
tles that really matter are the ones in 
parliament. 

And it is rooted in the belief that 
strikes will harm Labour’s chances. 

Of course workers’ struggle is 
important in its own terms, whatever 
the electoral impact. 

But it can boost radical parties.  

The rise of  Syriza to government in 
Greece between 2010 and 2015 is 
inseparable from the 38 general strikes 
and many other fights that took place. 

We will need more strikes and 
more street protests whoever wins 
the election. If, horrendously, Boris 
Johnson is still prime minister after  
12 December, only a significant 
increase in action outside parlia-
ment will hold back and defeat his 
attacks.

If Jeremy Corbyn wins, mobilisa-
tions will be needed against the inevi-
table resistance by bosses and bankers 
to any encroachment on their wealth 
and power.

But strikes and protests will also be 
needed to stop Labour’s compromises 
with the rich and to go beyond the 
limited agenda set out by the party. 

For example, Labour is committed 
only to reversing the latest round of 
anti-union laws. 

To win repeal of the whole lot—the 
policy of many trade unions—would 
take serious extra-parliamentary 
action.

Union leaders have to be pushed to 
reject open or behind the scenes pres-
sure from Labour or the TUC union 

federation to call off action. 
If the Tories look set to lose, it 

is perfectly possible that the cor-
porations and banks will use their  
extra-parliamentary power to trigger 
a fall in the value of the pound or a 
rise in interest rates.

Workers should make no apology 
about using their power.

And instead of cringing at the 
thought of class action, every Labour 
candidate should be on the picket 
lines and urging solidarity with the 
strikes.

‘Austerity 
was a choice’ 
PAUL, UCU union 
member at University 
College London
“This is a good time for us 
to strike because people 
become a lot  
more political when 
there’s a general  
election.

“My fear is that 
it will about Brexit 
the whole time. 

“But we need to talk 
about all the other issues 
and what the Tories 
have done to people.

“Now there’s an 
election, Boris Johnson 
has suddenly found 
a magic money tree 
and he’s making all 
these promises. 

“It just shows that 
austerity was a choice.”

South West Train gurds have had a long fight

MUCH OF the press has been running scare stories  
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BACK STORY
A number of groups of workers 
are striking during the election
lPostal workers may set out a 
programme of action on similar 
dates (more on page ?)
lUniversity workers in the UCU 
union have announced eight days 
of strikes from 25 November  
(see pages 10&11)
lIt is possible that both groups 
will be out on 29 November, the 
day of the next school students’ 
climate strike
lGuards on South Western 
Railway plan 27 days of strikes in 
December

‘It’s good 
to disrupt’ 
GARY SMITH, early shift 
rep, South Midlands mail 
centre
“I’m a CWU union 
rep in a mail centre, 
close to Tory Andrea 
Leadsom’s constituency.

“Loads of people were 
agitated by the fact she 
said we’re going to ruin 
Christmas and that  
this was all planned  
to help Labour get 
elected. 

“People at work are 
realising that if you’re 
working class and you 
stand up for your rights 
you don’t get treated well 
in the media. It has got 
people’s backs up. 

Agenda
“We announced our 
ballot before they called 
a general election—our 
agenda was set.

“But it’s right to cause 
disruption. The media 
will harp on about us 
ruining Christmas.

“But we’re fighting 
against a crusade to 
smash our trade union, 
split up the business and 
make a fortune. 

“All we’ve got is the 
leverage of being able to 
withdraw our labour.”
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Jobless after fall  
of Thomas Cook
A SURVEY of Thomas Cook’s 
airline workers has revealed 
that six weeks after the 
company collapsed they are 
struggling to find work, and 
suffering severe financial 
hardship.

In total 93 percent of 
respondents to the survey 
have not yet found work with 
another airline. 

Two thirds have not 
secured any form of 
employment. Just 10 percent 
of the affected workforce have 
secured full-time permanent 
employment of any form.

Of those who have applied 
for Universal Credit just 
19 percent have received a 
payment. 

Solidarity for Kurds 
against invasion
AROUND 150 Kurds and 
their supporters rallied 
in Huddersfield, West 
Yorkshire, last Saturday. The 
demonstration was called as 
a protest against the Turkish 
invasion of northern Syria.  

Protesters called for 
an independent Kurdish 
homeland. 

They also demanded a 
welcome for refugees from 
war, dictatorship and climate 
change.

Hiwa, the secretary of the 
local Kurdish Association, 
spoke about the terror that is 
being inflicted on the Kurdish 
people following the invasion.  

Thelma Walker, Labour 
MP for Colne Valley, sent a 
message of support.
Martin Jones

Fight against any cuts  
by new steel owners 
MULTINATIONAL company 
Jingye was close on Monday 
to a deal to buy British Steel.

British Steel has been 
receiving government support 
to continue operating since 
May. 

The company employs 
5,000 workers directly with a 
further 20,000 workers in the 
supply chain.

Unions have cautiously 
welcomed Jingye’s move. 

They should not accept 
anything less than the 
employment of all the existing 
workforce on the present 
pay, pensions, terms and 
conditions. 

The best solution to 
the collapse of the former 
owners would have been 
nationalisation.

Pathologists combat 
disease of new shifts
PATHOLOGISTS AT the 
Barking, Havering and 
Redbridge University 
Hospitals NHS Trust in east 
London suspended a strike 
set for last week.

Talks have resumed 
between the Unite union and 
the management over plans 
for new shift patterns that 
will impact on 88 biomedical 
scientists.

 1,000 ready to strike  
to stay fully in the NHS
OVER 1,000 health workers 
in the Home Counties plan 
to stage a two-day walkout 
against privatisation from 
Monday of next week.

Unison, Unite and GMB 
union members at Frimley 
Health NHS Foundation Trust 
are fighting plans to transfer 
their jobs to a “wholly-owned 
subsidiary”. 

This would be a privately-
registered company whose sole 
shareholder—for now—is the 
NHS trust. 

But the move would allow 
bosses to drive down their 
pay and terms and conditions 
as a step towards full-blown 
privatisation.

The support staff work 
across three sites at Wexham 
Park and Heathwood hospitals 
in Berkshire and Frimley Park 
Hospital in Surrey.

The action follows large 
votes for industrial action by 
workers. 

Unison members voted by 
99 percent for strikes on a 
72 percent turnout and GMB 
members voted by 94 percent 

for strikes on a 67 percent 
turnout. 

Unison assistant general 
secretary Christina McAnea 
said bosses must now “ensure 
these workers remain directly 
employed by the NHS”. 

“Patients rely on good 
quality cleaning, catering and 
portering staff who play a vital 
role in providing excellent 
care,” she said. 

“But these hard-working 
hospital employees are some 
of the lowest paid in the health 
service, feel targeted by their 
employer and don’t deserve to 
have their NHS employment 
status ripped away.

“They’ve demonstrated 
they’ll resist any attempts 
to privatise their jobs, and 
the ball is now firmly in the 
employer’s court.”

A PROTEST outside Bradford city hall was held last Wednesday as the West Yorkshire 
Pension Fund (WYPF) held its annual general meeting. It was organised by Momentum 
Leeds and Leeds TUC to highlight WYPF’s investment in fossil fuels.                 Picture: Neil terry

 Striking by numbers at school 
WORKERS AT St Catherine’s 
Catholic School in Bexleyheath, 
south east London, began a 
three-day strike on Tuesday.

The action, by NEU union 
members, follows a two-day 
strike last week and a 24-hour 
strike on 30 October.

Strikers are fighting what 
they describe as bullying from 
the head teacher, Yvonne 
Connolly. 

Bexley district secretary of 
the NEU Debbie Jones said 
this included banning union 
meetings, suspending staff—
including the NEU rep—and 
sacking a worker.

“Members have repeatedly 
raised their concerns with 
governors who have failed to 
take swift, appropriate and 

effective action,” she added.
Union members voted 

overwhelmingly for strikes in a 
ballot, with 55 out of the  
58 who voted backing action.

Following last week’s strike, 
the head said in a letter to 
parents that pickets made it 
difficult for students coming 
through the school gates.

The NEU said, “At no point 
did staff last week prevent 
pupils from entering the school 
site. We are shocked that Mrs 
Connolly seeks to portray 
striking staff as posing a 
danger to pupils.”

The head also claimed that 
just 33 teachers struck last 
week. But strikers held up 
numbers showing that  
50 joined the picket line.

CLIMATE ACTION

OBITUARY
Caroline Diss 
1959-2019
CAROLINE JOINED the 
Socialist Workers Party (SWP) 
in St Albans aged 16 years in 
1979 to be part of the fight to 
resist Margaret Thatcher. 

She continued activity 
as a student at Newcastle 
Polytechnic were she trained 
to be a social worker. 

She moved to Nottingham 
in 1982 where she worked for 
Derbyshire county council, 
soon becoming a union rep 
in Nupe. Her support for the 
1984-5 miners’ strike was 

second to none in an area 
where striking miners were in 
a minority and solidarity was 
tough. 

She was absolutely central 
to building Nottingham 
SWP in this period and her 
determination and strength 
inspired all those who were 
lucky enough to know her. 

She fought through the days 
of the poll tax, finally seeing 
Thatcher defeated. She was 
active in the fight against the 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

She was a socialist, anti-
racist and Unison union rep in 
Nottingham city council. She 

was also a leading parent in the 
fight to stop the closure of her 
children’s school in Gedling. 

Caroline will be 
remembered by all those 

who knew and loved her for 
her courage, her audacity 
and solidarity with anyone 
resisting injustice. 

She was the kind of union 
rep you wanted when you 
faced a manager or were 
fighting any battle at work. 

She will also be 
remembered as an incredible 
mum to Cameron and Roisin, 
a wonderful friend to all who 
knew her with her sense of fun, 
love of the Archers radio series 
and enormous earrings. The 
world was a much better place 
for Caroline being part of it.
Lynne Hubbard

Caroline Diss

EDUCATION

PHARMACY WORKERS

COLLEGE WORKERS

UNIVERSITY WORKERS

HEALTH WORKERS

On the Addaction picket line last week (see page 15)

UCU UNION members at 
Nottingham College are 
considering a new offer from 
bosses. 

On Monday of last week 
they suspended planned 
strikes for two weeks to 
consider the offer.

Workers are in dispute 
over new contracts that 
slash pay, halve sick pay, cut 
holidays and end protections 
on workload.

There was some criticism 
that the union suspended 
strikes at short notice. 

The latest offer could 
mark a significant victory. 
A branch meeting last 
week overwhelmingly 
recommended acceptance.

One retired UCU member 
from the college sent an 
update on the dispute to 
Nottingham trades council 
last week. He said the new 
offer rolls back all of the 
attacks in the new contract 
and means bosses have 
conceded that they have to 
negotiate with unions.

But he added that through 
taking action, the dispute 
and workers’ confidence has 
grown. Many now want the 
chief executive to resign.

The dispute has seen 
more people join the union 
and take on responsibilities 
within the branch. Workers 
have struck for 16 days.

 Victory for 
  Nottingham?

WORKERS AT Coventry 
university plan five days 
of strikes and a marking 
boycott over appraisals. 

UCU union members plan 
to walk out on 21, 26 and 
29 November, and 3 and 
4 December. The union is 
fighting an appraisal system 
that it says makes workers 
“jump through hoops” to 
achieve an annual pay rise 
that is standard elsewhere.

Some 75 percent of union 
members who voted backed 
strikes in a recent ballot. 

Fight paused 
in Tayside
SCOTTISH pharmacy 
workers went back to 
work on Monday after 
over two months on 
indefinite strike over pay.

The Unite union 
members returned after 
Tayside NHS bosses 
refused to grant an 
extension to the 12-week 
period of fully protected 
industrial action. 

A successful strike ballot 
means bosses cannot 
use “selective dismissal” 
against strikers during the 
first 12 weeks of action. 

If workers stay out 
beyond the 12 weeks, 
they lose some legal 
protections.

Other groups of strikers, 
such as the National 
Gallery workers who 
fought privatisation, stayed 
out beyond 12 weeks. 

Unite has said it will 
reballot the Tayside 
workers and call further 
strikes in December 
unless bosses resolve their 
long-running dispute.

Workers want regrading 
of their jobs.
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TRANSPORT

Month of walkouts 
to guard rail safety   
by SARAH BATES 

TRAIN GUARDS at South 
Western Railway (SWR) are 
gifting 27 days of strikes to 
train bosses this Christmas. 

RMT union members are 
planning almost a month of 
industrial action in an esca-
lation of their battle to save 
jobs and protect safety.  

They’ve been fighting for 
two years against bosses’ 
plans to roll out large scale 
driver only operation (DOO) 
services on SWR. 

These DOO services mean 
that passenger health and 
safety is the sole responsi-
bility of the driver—a move 
workers say will put passen-
gers at risk. 

Together 
It is part of a national fight 
to guarantee that there is a 
second safety-critical trained 
member of staff on all 
services. 

The height of the long-
running dispute saw workers 
from six networks strike 
together in December 2017.

This action, as well as 
other walkouts, has now 
forced concessions from most 
train company bosses.

Workers in some networks 
backed off from some pre-
vious strikes after bosses 

agreed to negotiations.  
But they renege on promises 
further down the line. 

This time strikers should 
keep up the action, shut 
down the service and picket 
out key stations, including 
London Waterloo.

nA STRIKE is looming at 
Virgin West Coast after 
bosses sacked a worker. 

RMT union members at 
the network are set to stage a 
24-hour walkout on  Tuesday 
of next week.

They say that  their 

colleague has been “disgrace-
fully treated” by management 
and accused bosses of “efforts 
to mislead, intimidate and 
harass members.” 

Workers have undertaken 
an overtime ban over the last 
few weeks. 

CLEANERS 

‘Scandalous’ pay figures 
come out ahead of action
AS CLEANERS on London 
Underground prepare to 
deliver a vote to strike, 
new figures revealed the 
pay injustice at the heart of 
Transport for London (TfL).

Research by their RMT 
union shows that cleaners 
would have to work for 
20 years to earn a TfL 
executive’s annual pay 
packet. 

TfL’s highest-paid 
executive trousers 
£374,000 in just 12 months. 

RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash called the 
revelations “scandalous”. 
“People who do some of the 
hardest and dirties work on 
London’s transport network 
are treated differently to 
other London Underground 
staff,” he said. 

“The disgrace of the two-

tier workforce on London 
Underground is a stain on 
the capital city.” 

The outsourced cleaners 
are fighting for decent 
pay, staff travel rights 
and pension equality with 
workers employed directly 
by TfL. 

nRMT UNION members 
staged a demonstration 
in Liverpool last Thursday 
to demand “justice for 
cleaners”. 

Cleaners on the regional 
metro are outsourced to 
Mitie, which refuses to pay 
them the Living Wage of 
£9.30 an hour. 

Workers say it would 
cost Merseyrail just 0.004 
percent of its profits—and 
are demanding that they be 
brought back in-house. 

AN RMT union protest to defend guards’ jobs last year  Picture:Guy Smallman

BUSES 

Dial-a-Strike over low pay
OVER 300 Dial-a-Ride 
workers in London began 
a strike ballot on Monday 
after a paltry one percent 
pay offer.

The Unite union members 
are employed by Transport 
for London (TfL) and operate 
from depots including 
Woodford, Wimbledon, 
Wembley and Orpington. 

They provide special 
needs transport to elderly 

and disabled people. 
Hundreds of other TfL 
workers have already voted 
for strikes. 

Unite members in TfL’s 
Control Centre voted by 89 
percent for strikes. 

And compliance officers, 
revenue protection 
inspectors and roads and 
transport enforcement 
officers backed a strike by 88 
percent. 

DIAL-A-RIDE 

Bournemouth bus ballot  
HUNDREDS OF bus workers 
in Bournemouth could be 
headed for the picket lines to 
fight a “campaign of bullying 
and intimidation”. 

Drivers, who are Unite 
union members, are 
balloting for action over 
a “poisonous working 
environment”.  

Driver Martin Conder, 

was attacked by a passenger, 
followed procedures and 
reported the incident to 
management. But the bosses’ 
response was to attempt to 
sack Martin, a well-respected 
shop steward at the firm. 

Martin’s appeal is on  
15 November.

The ballot result is due on 
21 November. 

MARXISM IN SCOTLAND 

Scots debate global revolt  
AROUND 200 people joined 
the Marxism in Scotland 
conference in Glasgow last 
Saturday. 

There were lively 
discussions about the rise 
of global resistance, the 
general election, the Scottish 
independence movement, 
the fight against racism and 
fascism, climate action and 
many other issues.

Activists from Hong Kong, 
Iraq and Chile joined the 
opening rally. 

The debate on 

independence included a 
contribution from Robin 
McAlpine, director of the 
Common Weal think tank. 
There were discussions and 
disagreements over whether 
to back the Labour Party or 
the Scottish National Party at 
the general election. 

But there was unity about 
the need for a fundamental 
transformation of society 
and to kick out the Tories 
and their business friends.

The event was hosted by 
the Socialist Workers Party.

INTERSERVE 

Walkout at Foreign Office   
OUTSOURCED workers at the 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
office struck for four days 
from Thursday of last week 
until Tuesday of this week.

The PCS union members—
including cleaners, security 
and maintenance workers—
are in a long-running battle 
with bosses at outsourcer 
Interserve.

They are demanding union 
recognition and higher pay. 
Workers say that Interserve 
reduced cleaners’ working 
hours following a previous 

week of strikes. Bosses have 
also scuppered talks that 
looked likely to lead to union 
recognition.

They previously looked set 
to recognise the union, having 
agreed a “bargaining unit”—a 
group of workers to be 
considered for recognition. Yet 
they then added more workers, 
who haven’t been involved in 
the strike, to the group.

Bosses don’t have to 
recognise the union unless 
50 percent of workers in that 
group call for it.

Workers picketing on Tuesday                                          Picture: Guy Smallman

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Museum workers prepare 
for next round of action 
LIBRARY AND museum 
workers in West Yorkshire 
are heading for their longest 
period of industrial action in 
their fight against millions of 
pounds in cuts.

Unite union members in 
Bradford were set to walk 
out for four days on Monday 
of next week.

The Labour-run council 
wants to push through 
nearly £2 million of cuts over 
the next two years. 

It plans to slash £950,000 
from April 2019 and a 
further £1,050,000 from 
April 2020. The workers also 

struck for three days last 
week. They have called a 
five-day strike from Monday 
2 December. 

Meanwhile, library 
workers in Bromley, south 
east London, remain on 
indefinite strike against jobs 
cuts.

The Unite union members 
are fighting against 
subcontractor GLL’s plans to 
slash 35 percent of frontline 
jobs. 
lDonate to the Bromley strike 
fund—account name Bromley 
Unite LE/531, account number 
20272821, sort code 60-83-01

Forbo flooring fights on   
FORBO FLOORING workers 
began a two-day walkout 
over pay and allegations of 
bullying on Tuesday of this 
week. 

The Unite union members 

at the Derbyshire factory 
have struck every Tuesday 
and Wednesday for the last 
four weeks.

Spirits have remained 
high through the dispute.  

MANUFACTURING 
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 DEADLY
 FLOODS–
 PRICE OF
 TORIES’
 CUTS
THERE IS rising anger 
across Yorkshire and the 
Midlands at authorities’ 
 failure to protect people 
from flooding.

The authorities are utterly 
unprepared for extreme 
weather events because 
 protecting ordinary people 
isn’t a priority.

Floods hit parts of Sheffield, 
Doncaster, Rotherham and 
Derbyshire after Sheffield 
received 84mm of rain over 
36 hours on Thursday and 
Friday of last week—nearly 
their average monthly rainfall.

One woman, Annie Hall, 
died after being caught 
in floodwater in Matlock, 
Derbyshire. The Environment 
Agency issued seven separate 
“threat to life” flood warnings 
for the River Don. 

Yet Boris Johnson,  visiting 
Matlock on Friday, said the 
floods were “not  looking 
like something we need to 
 escalate to the level of a 
national emergency”.

Amid the misery, some 
f i rms  show they  a re 
 concerned only about profit.

Severe flooding across 
South Yorkshire in June 2007 
saw insurance firms increase 
their premiums by as much 
as three times, or refuse to 
insure people.

Many people affected by  
flooding will get nothing to 
make up for the damage to 
their homes and possessions. 

The Association of British 
Insurers said climate change 
is increasing the risk of 

 flooding—and could make 
some places “impossible to 
insure”.

Residents in Doncaster 
slammed the council for 
 failing to warn of the floods 
or to provide support. 

Bentley factory worker 
Sharon Gapes said, “We were 
hoping the council would sort 
the flood defences out. We are 
going to lose everything again.

For  th i s  to  happen 
just before Christmas is 
devastating.”

Instructed
The Labour-run  council 
instructed people in the 
 village of Fishlake to evacu-
ate. But residents said many 
homes were flooded by the 
time they were told to leave.

Dan Greenslade and Jade 
Croft can’t get back to their 
flooded home in Fishlake 
following the birth of their 
daughter Indie on Friday.

“We have no idea when we 
might be able to get into the 

house,” said Dan. “We have 
not heard anything from the 
council or the Environment 
Agency, nobody is replying to 
us. We just don’t know what’s 
going on.”

And he slammed the coun-
cil for failing to prepare for 
the floods. “Two weeks 
ago, the waters got over the 
breaches,” he said.

“Every year, water levels 
get high, so they knew it 
could happen.

“You’d have thought that 
the council would have done 
something in preparation. 
By the time we had a flood 
 warning and sandbags were 
given out, we were already 
flooded.”

In Bentley, Doncaster, res-
idents also said the council 
only brought sandbags after 
the water was in their homes.

The floods should surprise 
no one. Governments have 
known of the risk of flooding 
for years.

But they have imposed 
cuts that put more people 
at risk. Cuts have hit flood 
defences, the fire and rescue 
service and the Environment 
Agency.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f 
Drainage Authorities warned 
in 2015 that  government cuts 
could leave almost twice as 
many  households at “signifi-
cant risk” of flooding within 
20 years.

And it added that the risks 
will get worse as “extreme 
weather events become more 
frequent and unpredictable”.

Johnson—here for the press

AUSTRALIA

Winds fan flames that surround Sydney
THOUSANDS OF people 
in Australia have seen 
their lives, homes and 
livelihoods threatened as 
catastrophic fires ripped 
through the country. 

High temperatures 
and strong winds have 
fanned the flames of 
the dozens of fires, with 
New South Wales (NSW) 
particularly badly hit. 

They posed a 
“catastrophic” risk to 
Sydney—Australia’s 
most populous city. 

Last week Gladys 
Berejiklian, NSW premier, 
declared a state of 
emergency—shutting 
schools and putting social 
services on high alert.

“The catastrophic 
weather conditions mean 
that things can change 
very quickly,” she said.

The fires injured over 
100 people, razed 150 
homes and killed three 
people within the first 
days of the outbreak. 

Shane Fitzsimmons, the 
commissioner of the Rural 
Fire Services, implored 
people to evacuate their 
homes and head to cities. 

Weather conditions 
aren’t likely to improve 
for some time. Gusty 

winds are expected this 
week, making the blazes 
harder to control.  

The crisis comes after 
years of drought which has 
left much of the land dry. 

So far this year over 
five times the amount of 
land has been burnt than 
in the last fire season. 

Dael Allison, from NSW 
town Bobin, had some of 
her property burnt out. 
“We’ve had fires before but 
I’ve never seen anything 
like this,” she said.

Bushfires are set to 
worsen as the climate 
crisis develops. Longer 
droughts, alongside 
unpredictable weather 
conditions will make 
catastrophe more likely. 
School strike for the climate, 
Fri 29 November, For details 
go to ukscn.org/events

Fires are razing homes

CHILD RESCUED from their home by South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service
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