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DON’T LET THE RIGHT
GAIN FROM KILLINGS >>Pages 4&5
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UCU STRIKE

‘The future of 
higher education 
is at stake’ 
A STRIKE by over 43,000 
workers has blown apart the 
stereotype that university 
staff have an easy life.

Many are on casual 
contracts and earn less than 
the minimum wage if all their 
hours are taken into account.

Cambridge striker Arielle 
said, “It feels like the soul of 
higher education is at stake.” 
>>Pages 10&11

LABOUR

Big rallies show 
enthusiasm for 
Jeremy Corbyn
ALL ABOARD the Corbyn 
train—choo choo!

As the Labour Party 
announced on Monday it 
would slash rail fares in 
government, Jeremy Corbyn 
supporters celebrated big 
turnouts at his rallies across 
Yorkshire.

The rallies are just a 
glimpse of what’s possible.
>>Page 7

IRAQ

Huge protest 
movement fells 
prime minister
A MASS protest movement 
has forced the Iraqi prime 
minister to resign. 

But demonstrators have 
vowed to stay on the streets, 
saying Abdul Mahdi’s 
resignation is not enough.

They are fighting poverty 
and corruption. 
>>Page 8
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‘This is a story of abuse and 
this is a story of your royalty’
VIRGINIA GIUFFRE in an interview 
with BBC Panorama said, “I implore 
the people in the UK to stand up 
beside me, to help me fight this fight, 
to not accept this as being OK.

“This is not some sordid sex story. 
This is a story of being trafficked, this is 
a story of abuse and this is a story of your 
guys’ royalty.”

She was brought to London by Epstein 
in 2001, introduced to Andrew and taken 
to Tramp nightclub, and asked by the 
duke to dance.

She said, “It was horrible and this guy 
was sweating all over me, his sweat was 
like it was raining basically everywhere, 
I was just like grossed out from it, but I 
knew I had to keep him happy because 
that’s what Jeffrey and Ghislaine would 
have expected from me.”

In his recent Newsnight interview, 
Andrew claimed he did not sweat.

When they had left the club, Virginia 
said Ghislaine Maxwell, Epstein’s then-
girlfriend, gave her instructions.

“In the car Ghislaine tells me that 

I have to do for Andrew what I do for 
Jeffrey and that just made me sick.”

She said that later that evening she had 
sex with Andrew upstairs at Maxwell’s 
house in Belgravia.

The duke has been pictured with his 
arm around Virginia’s waist at Maxwell’s 
house. Virginia said, “The people on the 
inside are going to keep coming up with 
these ridiculous excuses.

“Like his arm was elongated or the 

photo was doctored, or he came to New 
York to break up with Jeffrey Epstein. I 
mean, come on, I’m calling BS on this, 
because that’s what it is.

“He knows what happened. I know 
what happened and there’s only one of 
us telling the truth, and I know that’s 
me.”

lPRINCE ANDREW and his friend, 
the controversial property tycoon 

David Rowland, jointly owned a com-
pany in a secretive Caribbean tax haven 
that was to be used to cash in on the 
Duke’s connections.

Andrew allowed Rowland to  shoehorn 
meetings into his official trade tours so 
they could expand their bank and woo  
wealthy clients.

He also passed them private 
 government documents.

Andrew had a 40 percent stake in a 
firm based in the British Virgin Islands 
called Inverness Asset Management  
that was in existence until March this 
year.

More waste is burned 
than is recycled
ENGLAND burnt 
more waste than it 
recycled last year.

Recycling rates have 
fallen over the past five 
years in over half of local 
authority areas and the 
nation incinerated  
11.2 million tonnes of 
rubbish last year. 

That compares with 
recycling and composting 
10.9 million tonnes.

The plants were 
welcomed in the 1990s 
as a way to divert 
rubbish from landfill and 
generate electricity. 

There are 42 fully 
operational energy-from-
waste plants in Britain and 
a further 20 either under 
construction or in late-
stage commissioning. 

South Tyneside, which 
is contracted to send 

42,100 tonnes to such a 
privately-run incinerator 
a year, burnt 66 percent 
of its rubbish in 2018. 
Recycling rates have 
fallen from 41 percent 
in 2014 to 33 percent.

Data from Cory Riverside 
Energy, which runs an east 
London incinerator, showed 
that 28 percent of the 
waste it burnt was paper 
and card, while 26 percent 
was compostable material. 

Spook gets  
nice new job 
NIEL KEMPSON was 
director-general for 
technology at government 
spy agency GCHQ until 
August last year. 

He now works for 
Protection Group 
International (PGI). It is 
a private intelligence firm 
that worked to undermine 
a whistleblower in the 
massive lMDB financial 
scandal.

Former Malaysian 
president Razak and 
associate Jho Low diverted 
£3.4 billion out of lMDB, a 
Malaysian state firm into 
to their own hands 

A whistleblower called 
Xavier Justo helped 
expose the crime. 

PGI was hired to deal 
with the whistleblower. PGI 
board member Brian Lord, 
a former GCHQ deputy 
director, told Malaysian 
media that the expose was 
“unsafe and unreliable”. 

PGI staff briefed the 
press that leaked files 
were “plain forgery”. 

PGI’s claims were false. 

Number of 
homeless 
children rises 
A CHILD has been made 
homeless every 37 minutes 
in Scotland over the past 
year, according to the 
charity Shelter.

Its research found 
14,043 children were made 
homeless in 2018-19 in 
Scotland.

Shelter’s Generation 
Homeless report also 
found 6,795 children 
were in temporary 
accommodation as of 
March this year.

It means one in every 
160 children in Scotland 
was without a home.

Shelter said the 
number in temporary 
accommodation has risen 
from 4,155 in the same 
period in 2014, a jump of 
64 percent.

The UK-wide figures 
show a total of 66,836 
children became homeless 
in the last year, one every 
eight minutes, with 39,548 
families being forced to 
leave their homes.

A further 134,429 
children were in 
temporary accommodation 
on March, a 51 percent 
jump from the same time 
in 2014.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘In the old days 
a decent fellow 
would have his 
butler take him 
out and shoot 
him’
One Tory MP on Jacob  
Rees-Mogg, missing from 
the Tory election campaign 
following his dreadful Grenfell 
fire remarks  

‘We have now 
got evidence 
that under Boris 
Johnson the NHS 
is on the table 
and will be up for 
sale’
Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn accuses the Tories 
of negotiating a secret trade 
deal with the US to open 
up the NHS to American 
pharmaceutical companies

‘Jeremy Corbyn is 
getting desperate 
and is out and out 
lying to the public 
about what these 
documents 
contain’
International trade secretary 
Liz Truss responds

‘Every time he 
has the chance, 
he sides with our 
enemies’
Boris Johnson attacks 
Jeremy Corbyn in the The Sun 
newspaper
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VIRGINIA Giuffre

Who owns fire hit 
student  housing?  
WHO OWNS the Bolton 
student building that 
caught fire last month?

The freehold belongs 
to a company called 
Idealsite, whose address 
is “c/o QK Coldstores 
Marston Ltd” in 
Lincolnshire. 

Idealsite’s directors 
include the Irish meat 
barons John and Peter 
Queally, among whose 
other interests are 
Bolton Meats and Dawn 
Fresh Foods. Idealsite is 
itself owned by Medlock 
Developments.

In 2013, Dawn Fresh 
Foods was found to 
have supplied English 
schools with cottage pies 
containing horse DNA.

The “pods” within 
the building were sold 
to individual investors. 

There are 226 separate 
units on 250-year leases. 
These include corporate 
owners registered in 
various tax havens.

To apply for the 
government scheme to 
replace cladding requires 
all the leaseholders to 
sign. But it wouldn’t have 

mattered because the 
cladding on the Bolton 
building is still under 
investigation.

lHARBOUR Hotels Holdings 
gave £90,000 to the Tories 

in the run-up to the election. The 
hotel development firm is owned 
by Nic Roach. Jeremy Hunt, a 
friend of Roach, bought seven 
luxury flats in Southampton from 
the deveIoper, which Hunt then 
“forgot” to declare to parliament. 

l PAGAN POLICE officers 
specialising in occult 

investigations have been 
called in to investigate 
crimes in The New Forest. 
In recent weeks two dead 
sheep were found with 
pentagrams spray-painted on 
their wool, a cow was stabbed and 

the number 666 was daubed 
on the doors of the church.  
    Sergeant Andy Pardy, 
head of the The Pagan Police 
Association, pointed out 
that although the pentagram 

is “a very emotive symbol 
and it always creates a furore, 

it doesn’t mean it’s pagans”.

The fire in Bolton Waste incinerator



UCU fights 
for more
UCU Union members 
across 60 universities were 
set to finish a magnificent 
eight-day strike on 
Wednesday of this week.

The action has involved 
over 43,000 workers (see 
pages 10&11). And many 
are clear that the walkout 
has been just the start of a 
battle to defend pensions, 
pay and conditions.

Queen Mary University 
of London picket Rick told 
Socialist Worker, “We’re 
in it for the long haul. it’s 
good that we have started 
the strikes in the autumn, 
as we have more time 
next term to exert more 

pressure.” Striker Martin 
agreed. “it feels like this 
is the opening salvo,” he 
said. “We’ve got to change 
the conversation in higher 
education.”

Anger at attacks on 
workers’ conditions, 
especially casual contracts 
and gender and race pay 
gaps, is driving the action. 
Rick said, “They’re making 
universities pretty horrible 
places to work in. Casual 
contracts are a recipe for 
really high levels of stress”

The union was right to 
start with a hard-hitting 
eight-day strike. Workers 
are clearly up for the fight. 

now the union should 
build on the momentum the 
first strikes have created. 
it should name more dates 
now for strikes in January, 
to keep up the pressure.

Activists resist visit from 
racist bigot Donald Trump
by Gabby Thorpe

Protesters were gathering in 
London and other cities to protest 
at racist, sexist Donald trump’s 
visit to Britain as socialist worker 
went to press. 

The London protest was attended 
by a delegation of health workers. 

They are concerned that a Boris 
Johnson election victory could open 
the way to a future trade deal with 
Trump. 

That would mean more privatisa-
tion and increased drug prices for the 
NHS.

Trump is in London attending the 
warmongers’ Nato summit. 

Leaders were set to discuss the 
future of Nato after French president 
Emmanuel Macron referred to the 
alliance as facing “brain death”. 

His comments followed Trump’s 
withdrawal of troops from Syria in 
October without consulting Nato 
members.

Defence budgets were also on the 
agenda. Nato’s secretary general Jens 
Stoltenberg said ahead of the summit 
that the contribution of European 
countries to alliance spending has 
increased. 

He added a commitment to further 
spending. 

Increase
Trump has taken credit for the 
increase of some £130 billion extra 
for war by Nato countries since he 
took office. 

He also boasted that “the number 
of Nato allies fulfilling their obliga-
tions more than doubled” since he 
was elected in 2016.

Eight Nato countries are  meeting 
the alliance’s target of spending at 
least two percent of their GDP on 
military budgets. 

The truth about where that money 
goes was underlined this week as 
a US drone strike in Afghanistan 

murdered five ordinary people. They 
included a woman who had just birth 
and was returning from the clinic. 

Trump left the US as an inquiry 
that could end with his impeachment 
continued. 

The Republican party has rallied 

around the president, as shown by 
the release of a 123 page draft docu-
ment in his defence. 

The document claims that Trump’s 
behaviour towards the Ukrainian 
president Volodymyr Zelensky was 
“entirely prudent”. 

It goes on to say that there was 
no “bribery, extortion or abuse of 
power”.

Republicans were set to use 
the document to defend Trump in 
Wednesday’s judiciary committee. 

Upcoming elections in Britain next 
week, and the US in 2020 mean that 
resistance to Trump and his racist 
friends is vital. 

J o h n s o n  d o w n p l a y e d  h i s 
 relationship with Trump, amid fears 
that the visit could damage the Tories 
chances in the upcoming election. No 

meeting between the two was con-
firmed upon Trump’s arrival. 

And Downing Street officials asked 
that Trump does not tweet about the 
election or Brexit during his visit. 

Johnson might be able to  downplay 
his links with Trump while he is in 
Britain. 

But their shared right wing agenda 
means Trump has backed Johnson in 
the general election. 

And he was unlikely to stay quiet—
despite Tory efforts to shut him up.

There has to be a strong mass 
movement to take both Trump and 
Johnson down. 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Arriving At stansted (above) and protesters at his last visit (left) 

In ThIs Week

 2005
Tens of thousands 
out in Hong Kong
Huge demonstrations 
called on the government 
to allow universal and 
equal suffrage. 

Protesters were 
demanding the right to 
directly elect the chief 
executive and all the 
seats of the legislative 
council. 

Fighting back at QMu

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5607 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

I support Socialist Worker and I 
think everyone should read it.  

It’s committed to being 
on the side of working class 
people and students, against 
a small parasitic minority that 
rules our society. 

In a climate where we 

see the mainstream media 
talking about Boris Johnson’s 
scones, it’s really good to see 
a newspaper rooted in class 
struggle that tells it like it is.

Sean Bradley 
Student climate striker

I SupporT The appeal BecauSe...Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. 

We are asking everyone who enjoys 
Socialist Worker to donate as much as 
they can and help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£93,541
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 Tories use  
 killings to  
 reinforce  
 reactionary  
 programme
RIGHT WINGERS are using the 
horrific killing of two people near 
London Bridge last week to bol-
ster a reactionary agenda.

Boris Johnson led the charge of 
frenzied calls for longer sentences, 
more prison officers, more police 
and fewer civil liberties. 

Almost all politicians avoided the 
link with Britain’s imperialist foreign 
policy and such attacks and call for 
strengthening the “War on Terror”. 

The Tory prime minister and 
home secretary Priti Patel visited 
the area where Usman Khan fatally 
stabbed Jack Merritt and Saskia 
Jones. 

Police officers shot dead Khan 
minutes later on London Bridge 
after he was restrained by members 
of the public. 

At the scene Johnson said, “The 
terrorist who attacked yesterday was 
sentenced 11 years ago under laws 
passed in 2008 which established 
automatic early release.

“This system has got to end—I 
repeat, this has got to end, as I’ve 
been saying for four months. 

“If you are convicted of a serious 
terrorist offence there should be a 
mandatory minimum sentence of 
14 years—and some should never 
be released.

“Further, for all terrorism and 
extremist offences the sentence 
announced by the judge must be the 
time actually served. 

“These criminals must serve 
every day of their sentence, with no 
exceptions.”

Weaken
Johnson added that if the Tories win the  
general election he will use Brexit to 
weaken human rights laws.

Khan, who was born in Stoke-on-
Trent, had been convicted in 2012. 

He was part of a group of eight 
others said to have been inspired by 
al-Qaida. 

The group had been bugged by 
the MI5 spooks and were accused of 
talking about wanting to carry out 
attacks, including on the London 
Stock Exchange.

Khan was sentenced to a term 
of imprisonment for public protec-
tion, which allowed him to be held 

in prison indefinitely. 
In 2013 the Court of Appeal 

revised Khan’s sentence to a term 
of 16 years and told him he would 
have to spend a minimum of eight 
years in jail. 

He was released on licence last 
year meaning he could be returned 
to prison on arrest. 

However much politicians and 
pundits seek to ignore it, the stab-
bings on London Bridge are linked 
to the “War on Terror”. 

It has seen millions murdered 
or been made refugees by nearly 
20 years of the West’s wars in 
the Middle East, Afghanistan  
 and elsewhere. 

In Britain Muslims have been 
painted as an “enemy within”, a 
community subject to state surveil-
lance such as Prevent. 

As long as these imperialist wars 
continue, their bitter fruits will 
blossom. 

The Tories will only bring more 
wars and racism, bombings and 
attacks. 

BACK STORY
The horrific killings are linked to 
British imperialist foreign policy
lUsman Khan was jailed after 
discussing attacks, including one 
on the London Stock Exchange
lHe was released in 2018 after 
serving six years in prison
lThe stabbings are linked the 
West’s “War on Terror”
lMillions of people across the 
been murdered in the West’s wars
lIn Britain, Muslims have faced 
two decades of state surveillance

MET POLICE commissioner Cressida Dick, Priti Patel and Boris Johnson visit the scene Picture: PA

Jeremy Corbyn points to West’s 
wars but collapses into patriotism
JEREMY CORBYN pointed the 
finger at the West’s wars in the 
Middle East.

The Labour leader said, 
“Sixteen years ago, I warned 
against the invasion and 
occupation of Iraq. 

“I said it would set off a 
spiral of conflict, hate, misery, 
desperation that will fuel the 
wars, the conflict, the terrorism 
and the misery of future 
generations.

“It did, and we are still living 
with the consequences today.”

In 2003 the US and British 
invasion of Iraq was trumpeted 
as a way of decreasing the risk of 
terrorism. 

But as Corbyn said, “Britain’s 
repeated military interventions 
in North Africa and the 
wider Middle East, including 
Afghanistan, have exacerbated 
rather than resolved the 
problems.

“Now we risk being dragged 
into a further conflict with 
Iran on the side of a Saudi 
regime. It is an enemy of human 
rights prolonging a desperate 

humanitarian crisis in Yemen, 
interfering in its neighbours’ 
affairs and murdering 
journalists.”

Corbyn was right to make the 
overt connection with imperialist 
war. 

This was similar to his 
response to the killing of  
23 people in the Manchester 
bombing at a similar stage in the 
2017 general election campaign.

But Labour’s response was 
slower this time. 

For several days the party 
denounced “security on the 
cheap,” demanded a “very full 
investigation” and questioned 
“what the probation service 
were doing and whether the 
parole board should have been 
involved”.

Corbyn’s response was framed 
in more nationalist terms, saying, 
“I am patriotic about the people 
of this country.

“Patriotism is about supporting 
each other, not attacking 
somebody else.”

While Corbyn said he was 
right to oppose Nato bombing in 
Libya, he dropped his previous 
opposition to the warmonger’s 
alliance. 

“In Nato we will work for the 
alliance to reduce tensions in 
Europe and beyond,” he said.  

“That should be the focus 
of this week’s Nato summit in 
London.”

Corbyn is right to blame 
imperialism—he shouldn’t make 
concessions over opposing it.  

Unity is needed

Resist the rush towards 
a clampdown on rights
SOME ARE resisting 
the rush to a right 
wing clampdown—
including the father 
of one of the London 
Bridge victims.

David Merritt hit 
out at Daily Mail 
and Daily Express 
newspaper headlines 
praising Boris 
Johnson’s “blitz on 
freed jihadis”. 

“Don’t use 
my son’s death, 
and his and his 
colleague’s photos 
to promote your vile 
propaganda,” he 
said. 

“Jack stood against 
everything you stand 
for—hatred, division, 
ignorance.”

Jack Merritt 

worked for 
Learning Together, a 
Cambridge University 
programme aimed at 
improving prisoner 
rehabilitation. 

David added, “My 
son, Jack would not 
wish his death 
to be used as 
the pretext for 
more draconian 
sentences or 
for detaining 
people 

unnecessarily.”
He added that Jack 

was “a champion 
for underdogs 
everywhere, but 
especially those dealt 
a losing hand by life, 
who ended up in the 
prison system”.

The right will stoke racism
RACISM MAY have 
played a role in 
motivating Usman 
Khan, according to 
court documents from 
2012.

They cite how Khan 
and others discussed 
bombing pubs in 
Stoke-on-Trent as a 
response to “racist 
incidents”.

Certainly some 
on the right and 
the far right will 
seek to entrench 
Islamophobia further 
following the London 
Bridge attacks. 

Taxi driver Mirza 
Mahmood from Stoke 

told the Guardian 
newspaper last 
Saturday, “Let me tell 
you, there is always 
more abuse, and we 
drivers get attacked 
much more every time 
there is an incident 
like this.

“Our children suffer, 
everyone suffers. The 
racism is much worse 
than it was a decade 
ago. 

“It’s tense. Everyone 
is tense.”

We need to build 
anti-racist unity 
against the right 
wingers and against 
any revenge attacks.

 No to more police powers
Unfortunately, Corbyn 
has also conceded 
that the police have 
the right to shoot 
people if they think 
“innocent lives are at 
risk”.

On London Bridge 
the police dragged 

members of the public 
off Usman Khan and 
then shot him. 

Previously Corbyn 
has resisted such 
calls. 

Last month he 
suggested the leader 
of Isis, Abu Bakr  

al-Baghdadi, should 
have been arrested 
and put on trial. 

Al-Baghdadi died 
in October when he 
blew himself up with 
a suicide vest during 
a raid by US Special 
Forces. 
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Armed police near the scene
Corbyn criticised the West’s wars

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

RULERS’ CLIMATE CHANGE 
COP OUTS BURN PLANET 

 E 
ARTH IS experiencing 
such an acute climate 
crisis that “once in a 
century” catastrophes are 
now becoming regular 

occurrences. That’s the warning 
from new research by the World 
Meteorological Organisation. 

This year is on course to be the 
second or third hottest year on 
record, with temperatures now 
1.1 degrees above pre-industrial 
levels.

The past 12 months aren’t an 
aberration, but a long-term trend 
that is speeding up.

Colin Morice from the Met 
Office said this year “is set to join 
each of the years from 2015 as 
the five warmest years on record”. 
“Each decade from the 1980s has 
been warmer than the previous 
decade,” he said. 

“This year will conclude the 
warmest decade in records that 
stretch back to the mid-19th 
century.” 

Some, such as the UN’s IPCC 
body of climate scientists, warn 
that just a further 0.4 degree rise 
will mean utter horror for the 
planet and every living species. 

With Earth set for a 3 degree 
rise by the end of the century, it’s 
now not a question of if this will 

happen—but when.  Although  
3 degrees probably doesn’t sound 
catastrophic, that rise will set off 
a complex series of ecological 
changes.

This year has seen this process 
begin to play out—with dramatic 
consequences. 

The US received the highest 
average of rainfall ever on record, 
while fatal flooding hit northern 
Argentina, Uruguay and southern 
Brazil.

Meanwhile, parts of Europe 
sweltered in two heatwaves in 
June and July, with national records 
set in several countries and highs 
of 46 degrees recorded in France. 

Wildfires have raged through 
Siberia and Alaska. Huge blazes 

ripped through the Amazon 
rainforest, and South America 
overall saw the most wildfires 
since 2010.

Other extreme weather events 
are also becoming more frequent 
and severe. 

In March, tropical Cyclone 
Idai devastated parts of Malawi, 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe. And 
Hurricane Dorian stayed over 
parts of the Bahamas for days, 
causing huge destruction. 

This is a climate emergency—
not that you’d believe it from the 
thumb twiddling going on in the 
UN’s Cop talks in Madrid, Spain. 

There the rich and powerful 
do their best to appear as though 
they care about tackling climate 
change. All the while they defend 
capitalism—the system that has 
caused it. 

Human civilisation is coming 
closer and closer to global 
catastrophe. 

It is a future that will be 
blighted not just by a more 
extreme and erratic climate. It will 
be beset by increasing competition 
for diminishing resources of food, 
clean water and clean air. 

That’s the future that fossil fuel 
capitalism is promising us. It’s our 
job to fight for a better one.

BUILD THE RESISTANCE
 T HREE THINGS in the past 

week have offered some 
inspiration and excitement 

away from the election grind.
One is the university workers’ 

strike. Some 43,000 UCU union 
members at 60 universities across 
Britain waged an eight-day strike 
(see pages 10&11).

They’re defending their 
pensions, but they’re also fighting 
against inequality, insecurity and 
low pay. 

Then at the start of the week 
train guards on South Western 

Railway began 27 days of strikes 
(see page 20). 

They’ve defied abuse from the 
media and right wing politicians to 
defend their jobs.

And then there are the school 
climate strikers (see page 6). 

They’ve inspired ordinary 
people, and put politicians and 
union leaders on the spot—
forcing climate change to the top 
of the agenda. 

The Labour Party had to run 
to catch up with the movement. 
Some in Labour would like the 

climate strikers to get in line 
behind them. 

But the anger and 
determination of most of the 
strikers has a life of its own.

If Labour wins the election, we’ll 
need strikes and movements like 
this on a much bigger scale to fight 
the forces that want to crush the 
government—and to hold Corbyn 
to his word. 

If it loses, they’re the alternative 
to defeat and demoralisation.

Either way, we need to build the 
resistance now.

This year is on 
course to be  
the second or 
third hottest  
year on record 
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 What’s behind the  
 antisemitism slurs?
THE CHIEF Rabbi’s intervention in support of the Tories 
and other attacks on Labour for antisemitism were 
absolutely predictable. The Tories and the Blairites within 
the Labour Party quickly realised after Jeremy Corbyn’s 
election as Labour leader that the antisemitism slur was 
their most effective weapon against him.

This campaign actually started when Ed Miliband was 
Labour leader in 2010-15. Since Miliband is Jewish, the 
attacks were remarkable in that they operated at two 
levels—denouncing him for expressing any sympathy for 
the Palestinian cause or criticism of Israel and sometimes 
resorting to antisemitic innuendo against him.

But with Corbyn the attack has been full-frontal. This is 
because he is such a long-standing and consistent supporter 
of the Palestinian struggle. But it is also because he is the 
most left wing leader Labour has ever had, and stands for a 
substantial programme of economic and social reforms. 

This latter factor is now the dominant one, especially after 
the publication of Labour’s ambitious manifesto, and so the 
antisemitism charge has gone into overdrive.

Of course, the accusations against Corbyn are utter 
nonsense. So why have they been so effective? There are, 
I think, two reasons. First, there is the role of the Labour 
right. Whereas the strongest Zionists were to be found on 
the Labour left when Israel was formed, now they are on the 
right. Moreover, as in the case of Tony Blair himself, support 
for Israel is associated with the drive forcibly to maintain 
Western domination of the Middle East. 

Labour right wingers’ denunciations of Corbyn—massively 
amplified by the media—have given the accusations of 
antisemitism authority they would have otherwise lacked. 

Some of the worst offenders have now abandoned the 
Labour Party that gave them a degree of social status, but 
they are still given media platforms for their nonsense. 

Second, however, the campaign reflects a significant shift 
in favour of Israel and its supporters, not just in Britain but 
in other European societies. One feature of the mass  
anti-capitalist movements that started in Seattle 20 years ago 
(see pages 14&15) has been the strength of the solidarity 
shown with the Palestinians.

Oppression
In Britain, there were huge pro-Palestinian demonstrations 
at the time of Israel’s 2006 war with Lebanon and the 
military offensives against Gaza in 2008-9 and 2014. 
It became a cliche to say that for many young people 
opposing Israel’s oppression of the Palestinians had become 
the equivalent of the anti-apartheid cause for earlier 
generations.

It’s traditional to defend Israel by accusing the critics of 
antisemitism. Ariel Sharon sued Time magazine in 1983, 
accusing it of an antisemitic “blood libel”. It implied that, as 
Israeli defence minister at the time, he was responsible for 
the massacre of Palestinians at the Sabra and Shatila refugee 
camps near Beirut in September 1982.

But the difference is that Israel has become a matter of 
identity politics. Jewish people in countries such as Britain 
are encouraged to see Israel as part of their identity, so 
that criticisms of Israel can be represented as a threat to 
them. This is the real basis on which Corbyn is pressured to 
apologise to British Jews.

This version of identity politics is reinforced by the 
increasingly strident identification of anti-Zionism and 
antisemitism by official institutions such as the European 
Parliament. 

France and Germany, the dominant powers in the 
European Union, have been particularly active in this. Hence 
the spread of the extremely dubious and partisan “working 
definition” of antisemitism by the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance. It’s symptomatic of the ruthlessness 
of Corbyn’s opponents that Labour’s unwise adoption of this 
definition hasn’t abated the campaign against him one whit.

Meanwhile, real antisemitism—that is, hatred of Jews on 
the basis of racist stereotypes—is growing. Politically it is 
nurtured, as ever, by the far right. 

These days they tend to support Israel as a bulwark 
against Muslims, but antisemitism remains in the ideological 
mix alongside Islamophobia. But the Corbyn-hunters seem 
uninterested in this genuine threat.

SCHooL STRIkERS on the march in London   Picture: Guy Smallman

 Hundreds of thousands join  
 latest global climate revolt
by  Sarah BateS

THE  FouRTH day  o f 
international school stu-
dents strikes saw major 
protests over ecological 
catastrophe.

Hundreds of thousands of 
activists who are part of the 
Fridays for Future movement 
heeded Greta Thunberg’s call 
for a globally coordinated 
strike for urgent action.

School and university 
students around the world 
walked out of lessons last 
Friday. 

There were particularly 
large turnouts in Madrid in 
Spain. That waswhere world 
leaders gathered on Monday 
for the latest UN climate 
summit.

In Britain, the UK Schools 
Climate Network (UKSCN) 
said over 100 strikes were 
organised. 

Conditions
In many places students 
linked up with striking UCU 
members on strike to defend 
pay pensions and conditions.

In London thousands of 
strikers marched for hours 
through the streets, at times 
outpacing a heavy police 
presence.

A huge banner declar-
ing a “climate election” 
was one of several on the 
demonstration. 

One of the UKSCN’s four 
central demands is the 
extension of the right to 

vote for 16 and 17 year olds.
Beth, a 14 year old from 
Buckinghamshire, said she 
would “love to vote” and cli-
mate change would be criti-
cal to where she put her cross 
on the ballot paper.

“It’s our future—and we 
know more about climate 
change than previous gener-
ations,” she said. 

Rage at the Tories and 
Boris Johnson in particular 

was a common theme 
throughout the day. 

Chants of “where the fuck 
is the government” swept 
through the crowd, alongside 
“fuck Boris” and “less Boris, 
more forests”.

Anger over climate catas-
trophe fed into worries about 
austerity and racism.

Lissy had travelled from 
Surrey with a group of her 
school friends. “We’re here to 
put more focus on the issue of 
climate chaos,” she said. 

“We need more action—
carbon emissions to go 
down and more renewable 
energy.”

“But we need actual plans 
from the government—we 
don’t just want promises.”

Route
When cops prevented any 
route onto the main shop-
ping district in London,  
the tension started to build 
between protesters and the 
Met.

“Police are protecting big 
business—as usual”, one 
striker shouted at the line of 
cops.

The climate strike was a 
brilliant day of action in a 
period when climate change 
has never been higher on the 
political agenda.

The courageous and inspir-
ing action by teenagers has to 
pave the way for a bigger and 
broader fight for our planet 
that involves adults, and criti-
cally, workers.

These are urgent times.

UCU is part of protests
STRIkIng uCu union 
members, students and 
other university workers 
held a lively march for 
planet, pay and pensions.

They marched from 
university College 
London picket lines 
through central London, 
and past Downing Street.

Marchers 
chanted, 
“Money for jobs 
and education, 
not for fossil 
corporations,” 
and, “Students 
and workers 
unite and fight.”

Clara is part of 
an Environmental 
Collective at 
uCL and 
joined the 
demo with 
her drum. 

“This is really special 
because it is workers 
and climate strikers 
coming together,” she 
told Socialist Worker.

The school students’ 
demo met the march on 
Whitehall. uCu strikers 
were enthusiastic 
about fighting over 
climate change too.

Around 
1,500 
marched 
in Bristol. 
Some 2,500 
students and 
uCu strikers 
marched 

in Sheffield  
Around 1,000 
protested in 

Brighton.
For more reports 

go to  
bit.ly/climatestrike29

Shrewsbury climate strikers 

on the march
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 Big Labour rallies show  
 enthusiasm for Corbyn 
by NICK CLARK

ALL ABOARD the Corbyn train—
choo choo! As the Labour Party 
announced on Monday it would 
slash rail fares in government, 
Jeremy Corbyn supporters cel-
ebrated big turnouts at his rallies 
across Yorkshire.

The Labour leader spoke to up to 
1,000 people at a rally in Leeds last 
Saturday night. 

It had a slight flavour of the mass 
events that were the hallmark of 
his leadership and general election 
campaigns of 2015, 2016 and 2017.

They showed the huge enthusi-
asm for Corbyn—and the prospect 
for change that he represents—
among Labour members and 
supporters.

Reports say “hundreds” of people 
queued outside Leeds Beckett 
University Students’ Union to get 
inside—and waited for two hours 
after the rally began to hear Corbyn 
speak.

He was greeted with the ritual 
chant of, “Oh Jeremy Corbyn”—and 
spoke of some of the promises that 
have inspired people to campaign 
for Labour.

Corbyn said Labour’s pledges 
should cut across the Leave-Remain 
divide that other parties want to 
exploit in what they hope will be a 
Brexit general election.

 “I recognise all the divisions that 
happened in 2016 in the referen-
dum,” said Corbyn. “I understand 
all that. 

“But I also understand that if 
you’re living in Leeds in a private 
rented flat and you’re on Universal 
Credit and a zero hours contract 
job, you have a difficult life and you 
may well have voted Leave.

“If you’re living in north London 
in exactly the same conditions 
and you voted Remain, you’ve got 
exactly the same problems. Don’t 
divide us.”

Traffic
Hundreds of people also joined 
a rally for Corbyn in York on 
Sunday—though Corbyn wasn’t 
there as he was stuck in traffic. 

The event was also filmed for 
Labour’s final election broadcast.

Activists gathered in the city’s 
St Helen’s Square, then filmed 
walking slowly walking to Blake 
Street where Corbyn would have 
addressed them. 

The York Press reports that 
“organisers asked them not to dis-
play their banners until they arrived 
in the square”.

And Corbyn spoke to Labour can-
vassers in Whitby, also on Sunday. 

He was photographed eating 
chips and wearing a suit embroi-
dered with pinstripes reading, “For 
the many not the few.”

There is just over a week to go 

before the election and the Tories’ 
poll lead is appearing to narrow.

One Survation poll published 
on Monday showed the Tory lead 
over Labour cut to nine points—the 
first time it had dropped to single 
figures.

 There’s much more that Corbyn 
could do. 

The rallies in Yorkshire are just a 
glimpse of what’s possible. 

They could be much bigger than 
the canvassing events and photo 
opportunities that they have been 
so far.

Events on the scale of the 2017 
election campaign—and much 
bigger—could transform the terrain 
of the election.

And they could create the sense 
of insurgency that the Labour Party 
needs.

On other pages...
South Western Rail workers show 
power >>Page 20

CORBYN GREETS supporters in Calder Valley, Yorkshire  Picture: Neil terry 

Kick racism out of election
AROUND 1,000 people 
joined the St Andrew’s Day 
march against racism in 
Glasgow last Saturday.

The annual march is 
organised by the Scottish 
TUC union federation. 

It came on the same day as 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
held a national day of action 
against Boris Johnson and 
racism in the election. 

Supporters from local 
groups in towns and cities 
across Britain staged 
stunts and stalls.

Shadow home secretary 
Diane Abbott sent a 
message to the local event 
in Hackney, east London.

SUTR plans to send a battle 

bus to Johnson’s marginal 
constituency of Uxbridge in 
west London on Saturday. 

The bus will also roll in to 
North Kensington, a Labour 
held marginal that includes 
the site of Grenfell Tower. 

A statement from the group 
said, “We will be heading 
to these areas to spread 
an anti-racist message, 
encouraging everyone to use 
their vote against racism. 

“We want to reject 
the intensification of the 
‘hostile environment’, the 
institutionalised racism and 
failure of Tories over the 
Grenfell tragedy, and to oppose 
Islamophobia, antisemitism 
and all forms of racism.” 

ROYAL MAIL
Union loses 
appeal---now 
start reballot
POSTAL WORKERS were 
waiting to find out the next 
steps in the battle to defend 
their jobs and working 
conditions, as Socialist Worker 
went to press on Tuesday. 

The workers’ CWU union lost 
an appeal last week against an 
injunction bosses used to block 
strikes in Royal Mail. 

Union members voted by  
97 percent on a 76 percent 
turnout to strike in defence of 
their jobs and conditions.

But the Court of Appeal 
upheld a ruling that the CWU’s 
strike ballot was unlawful 
because workers were filmed 
and photographed voting and 
posting their ballot papers.

In the wake of the ruling the 

CWU said it would launch a 
“leverage campaign” which it 
described as “a new flank in this 
dispute”. 

This involved writing to Royal 
Mail’s shareholders criticising 
top management, and will 
also mean “a major public and 
political campaign”.

In a letter to shareholders, 
the union also said workers 
could ballot a second time “if 
the company decides to press on 
regardless or we fail to reach an 
acceptable agreement”.

The CWU’s postal executive 
committee was set to meet on 
Tuesday and Wednesday of this 
week. The union should hold a 
new ballot immediately. 

And workers in Parcelforce—
whose ballot was unaffected by 
the ruling—should be called out 
on strike as soon as possible.

FIGURE IT OUT
 97  percent of CWU 

union members 
who voted backed 
strikes in a ballot

 76  percent was the 
turnout figure, a 
reflection of the 
union’s vibrant 
ballot campaign

 O  strikes have taken 
place after the court 
ruled the ballot 
illegal

CWU members remain defiant
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Huge protest movement brings 
down the Iraqi prime minister  
A MASS protest movement has 
forced the Iraqi prime minister 
to resign.

The par l iament  accepted 
Adel Abdul Mahdi’s  resignation 
on Sunday following weeks of 
 large-scale, bloody protests in 
Baghdad and cities across the south 
of the country.

But demonstrators have vowed 
to stay on the streets, saying Abdul 
Mahdi’s resignation is not enough.

“The prime minister’s resignation 
is only a drop in the ocean of our 
demands,” said Dania, a 20-year-old 
IT student in the capital Baghdad.

Tens of thousands of people 
have taken to the streets as part of 
a mass anti-government movement 
that began at the start of October.

They want an end to poverty and 
unemployment—and the fall of the 
corrupt, sectarian system imposed 
by the US after its 2003 invasion.

Protests in Baghdad have cen-
tred on the city’s Tahrir Square, 
with demonstrators occupying 
main roads and bridges in the city 
centre. They have also blockaded 
routes into the Green Zone—the 
militarised part of the city, closed 
off to ordinary people, where gov-
ernment offices are located.

Unemployment
Protesters in other cities such 
as Basra and Nasirya have also 
blocked roads, targeting the south’s 
lucrative oil industry. Despite vast 
oil revenues, ordinary people in 
Iraq suffer high unemployment and 
low wages.

Demonstrators in the city 
of Najaf have also torched the 
Iranian consulate there at least 
twice. Protesters are angry that 
the Iranian regime has used the 
corrupt system—installed by the 

West—to become hugely influen-
tial in Iraqi politics.

The Iraqi state responded to the 
movement with a bloody  crackdown 
involving several massacres.

More than 400 people have been 
killed during the demonstrations 
since the beginning of October. 
Security forces have attacked 
 protests with live ammunition, as 
well as tear gas and rubber bullets.

Some of the bloodiest days came 
last week when some 65 protesters 
were killed in Baghdad, Nasiriya 
and Najaf.

They ended with Abdul Mahdi 
announcing his resignation, after 
he was called upon to quit by Iraq’s 
top cleric Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani.

The Iraqi parliament will now 
undergo a prolonged period 
of trying to nominate a new 
prime minister who can form a 
 government.

Iraqi politicians and their 
 supporters in either the West or 
Iran will hope to use the process to 
gain influence—both are vying for 
control of Iraq and its oil industry.

Yet the protests have remained 
non-sectarian and not pro-West. 
Demonstrations against the 
Shia  Muslim dominated  government 
have taken place in the Shia  majority 
south.

And students in the Sunni-majority 
northern city Mosul held a mass 
prayer and moment’s silence for 
 protesters killed in the south.

Instead the protests keep their 
anger focussed on the entire system. 

Dania said, “We won’t go back 
home until the prime minister’s 
resignation triggers the parliament 
to be dissolved and early elections 
are held so that all the political 
 parties and militias in power can 
be removed.” WOMAN CHANTS slogans during anti-government protests in Baghdad, Iraq Picture: PA

Pensions strikes sweep France in a big 
push to repel Emmanuel Macron’s attack
BIG STRIKES were set to hit 
France on Thursday this week as 
workers revolt against president 
Emmanuel Macron’s assault on 
pensions.

His points-based “reforms” 
would slash pensions and 
increase the pensions age. 

Workers in the four biggest 
unions plan an indefinite strike 
on the national railways.

Regular strikers’ assemblies 
will decide whether to continue 
the action.

The pension attacks will hit 
rail workers hard. But they 
are also under threat from the 
network being broken up into 
five separate companies as a 
prelude to more assaults on jobs 
and conditions.

Another central focus will be 
the RATP who operate Paris’s 
Metro, bus, tram and local 
rail services. Their action in 
September virtually brought the 
capital to a halt.

Two teaching unions called 
on their members to walk out 
on Thursday and possibly 
beyond.

Some hospital 
workers’ unions 
have backed strikes. 
Firefighters began what 
they hoped would be 
a week-long protest 
camp in the Place de la 
Republique in Paris on 
Monday.

And postal workers 
in 20 regions who are in 

dispute with the state-owned La 
Poste over changes to working 
conditions will strike too.

Substantial sections of private 
industry are also set to strike 

including truck drivers, 
Carrefour and Geant Casino 
supermarket workers, 
Hippopotamus restaurants 

and Perrier and Haribo 
foods.  

Sections of Yellow 
Vests have pledged to 
join actions and school 
students are also coming 
out in many areas.

This weeks’ strikes have 
also become a focus for those 
who marched recently over 
climate chaos and in protest 

at violence against women. 

MIDDLE EAST ROUND UP

Iran fuel protests
A WAVE of protests over fuel 
prices has reportedly become the 
largest scale unrest in Iran since 
the revolution of 1979.

Some 200,000 people have 
been involved demonstrations 
which started last month.

Protests began after the 
government announced a major 
hike in petrol prices. It was an 
attempt to make ordinary people 
pay for an economic crisis 
caused by US sanctions and 
government corruption.

Protesters have blocked traffic 
by parking cars on major roads 
on mass. They have also fought 
battles with Iranian security 
forces, who have shot at them 
with live ammunition.

Some 7,000 people have been 
arrested on the protests and at 

least 160 people killed—though 
some estimates say the death toll 
is much higher.

Hebron land grab
ISRAEL HAS announced a major 
attack on Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank, with plans 
for a new settlement in Hebron.

Israel’s defence minister 
Naftali Bennett—leader of the 
far right Jewish Home party—
announced the new settlement. 
Its construction would mean the 
demolition of the Palestinian 
market in Hebron’s old city. 

Hebron is the sight of an 
intense struggle against Israel’s 
occupation of the West Bank. A 
handful of Israeli settlers have 
attempted to take control of the 
area by occupying buildings 
overlooking the market.

Striking 
firefighter
in Paris
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Lib Dems out 
to stop Labour
WE JUST had a Liberal 
Democrat leaflet shoved 
through our letterbox.

It’s headlined “The only 
way to stop Labour”—in 
a marginally‑held Tory 
constituency!

John Murphy
Stockport

How did Evo 
Morales rule?
THE mainstream 
media might give the 
impression that Bolivia’s 
Evo Morales was a 
dictator in the mould of 
Joseph Stalin.

I visited Bolivia twice 
before Morales’ election 
and found a country 
where the vast majority 
of indigenous people 
lived in grinding poverty.

One policy Morales 
carried out was to 
measure oil pipelines. 

Multinationals were 
massively under‑declaring 
the length of pipelines 
to dodge tax—they were 
stealing from the people.

Is this the sort of 
society opponents of 
Morales prefer?

Ian France
Poitiers, France

Sturgeon is 
short-sighted
NICOLA STURGEON has 
contributed to giving 
credibility to the smears 
used to undermine 
Jeremy Corbyn.

But if Corbyn becomes 
prime minister with SNP 
support, they won’t be 
exempt from the fire 
that bosses and their 
media will direct at his 
government.

By feeding these 
attacks for short term 
electoral gains, Sturgeon 
is undermining all those 
fighting against Tory 
rule—and stocking up 
problems for the future.

Frank Mullholland
On Facebook

Remember 
Markievicz
LOTS OF people 
celebrated 100 years 
since Tory Nancy 
Aster was elected to 
parliament. 

They called her the 
first female MP. 

They conveniently 
forget Constance 
Markievicz—the 
revolutionary socialist 
and Irish republican, 
elected a year before.

She never took her 
seat as she refused to 
recognise British rule.

Alice Sanders
Inverness

Don’t stand apart or sneer 
at canvassing for Labour
I AGREE with your editorial that 
campaigners and canvassers 
should not see people just as 
“objects of a campaign to get them 
to vote” (WhatsApp to Victory? 20 
November).

But many of us are in fact 
seeking encouraging people to see 
the need to “transform society for 
themselves”. 

In campaigning on the streets 
for Labour, people I speak to 
understand the need to get more 
involved themselves, whatever the 
outcome of the election. 

This approach has already led 
me to recruit 3 people to become 
union reps. 

I think it’s a shame that Socialist 
Worker isn’t campaigning and 
canvassing for the Labour Party. 

There really isn’t any difference 
between saying vote Labour in your 
paper, putting a poster in your 
window or telling your friends to 
vote Labour, and campaigning with 
the Labour Party to tell your 
neighbours to vote Labour.

The latter allows the wider 
arguments about how to transform 
society to be heard much more. 

Dave Jones
Brighton

YOUR EDITORIAL made the wrong 
criticisms of Momentum and jars 
with the rest of the paper.

Why scoff at bike-riding 20-30 
somethings using their online 
skills to push forward the Labour 
election campaign? Of course 
canvassing is not enough, but for 

many it is an extension of their 
current political activity. For some 
it is a first taste of political activity 
and can lead them to become 
tomorrow’s broader activists.

There are criticisms of 
Momentum. One is its strategy of 
directing almost all resources 
away from safe Labour seats into 
marginals.

Whether Corbyn wins or loses, 
the battle for the future will 
depend on mass mobilisations and 
strikes by workers in Labour 
voting heartlands. 

We know getting Corbyn elected 
will just be the start, but you don’t 
win people to the fight to come by 
sneering at them now.

 Mike Simons
East London

Kick out 
Tories to 
save NHS
A COUPLE of years ago I 
slipped and fell causing a 
hairline fracture in my 
right thigh bone. This 
was daytime. 

I was taken to hospital 
where I was X-rayed then 
put on a trolley as there 
were no beds available. 

And on that trolley I 
remained all night in 
incredible discomfort 
with merely a blanket, no 
pillow and no food.

A sandwich came 
eventually. 

I kept being told all 
night that a bed would 
soon be free but none 
was available all night 
long.

This was a large 
hospital—the Manchester 
Royal Infirmary. 

Staff do their best. But 
the closure of wards and 
loss of beds as well as 
staff make their job near 
impossible.

It’s time to get this 
rotten government out, 
as they are responsible 
for this crisis in our NHS. 

A vote for Labour 
could reverse some of 
this horror.

Andy Coles
Manchester

I AM a Staff Nurse in the 
NHS. 

I have worked in the 
NHS since 1984.

I am so proud and 
passionate about our 
NHS—the jewel in our 
crown.

I also remember my 
lovely grandparents telling 
me what it was like before 
the NHS was created. 

Please folks—don’t let 
the buffoon Boris Johnson 
send us back to those dark 
days.

Karen Scarrott
On Facebook

Is your 
 university 
complicit? 
UNIVERSITIES IN Britain 
have invested nearly half a 
billion pounds in companies 
that arm Israel or support 
Israeli settlements.

The Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign (PSC) has 
compiled a database of 
117 universities, and their 
£450 million worth of 
investments.

PSC released the 
database last Wednesday, 

when students held an 
“Apartheid Off Campus” 
day of action. 

You can use the database 
to see if your university has 
any investments—and 
campaign to make them 

divest. The database is 
online at 
palestinecampaign.org/
university-complicity-
database

Kelley Conner
Carlisle

The EU will protect the 
big energy firm bosses
THE EUROPEAN Union 
(EU) will stand in the way 
of Labour’s plans to 
renationalise large parts 
of the energy industry.

Labour’s manifesto set 
out plans to nationalise 
the National Grid, as well 
as the “supply arms” of 
the “Big Six” energy 
companies. 

It’s a start—although 
they promise the bosses 
who own those companies 
a pay-off. Yet city law firm 
Clifford Chance said last 

week that the EU’s energy 
charter treaty demands 
those bosses get “fair 
compensation”—in other 
words, much more money.

That’s one reason why 
we’ve got to be prepared 
for a fight if Labour wins 
the general election. 

But its also why its 
ridiculous for Jeremy 
Corbyn to say he’ll be 
neutral in a second 
referendum.

Elsie Garner
Grantham

Just a 
thought...

Campaigning for Palestine at Leeds  Picture: PSc
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 HUGE STRIKE
 ROCKS THE 
 UNIVERSITIES

More than 43,000 lecturers and other university staff 
began a strike last week in a battle over pay, pensions, 
conditions and contracts. Strikers in Cambridge explained 
to Sadie Robinson why their fight is also about the future 
of higher education

Arielle—‘It’s 
about how 
we want the 
world to look’

Maan—‘Pay 
and pensions 
are the tip of 
the iceberg’

Tania—‘More 
job insecurity 
isn’t what we 
need’

Bethan—‘I’m 
overwhelmed 
by student 
support’

T
HE STEREOTYPE of 
universities stuffed full 
of well-paid academ-
ics having an easy life 
took a blow last week. 
A strike at 60 universi-

ties was joined by many workers on 
 contracts where, if all their hours 
were taken into account, they earn 
less than the minimum wage.

More than half of university workers 
are on insecure, fixed-term contracts.

Cambridge graduate student 
Marina told a strike rally last week, “I 
was really excited when I got a teach-
ing job—for about three weeks. Then 
I realised I had to spend 12 hours pre-
paring for teaching—including all the 
admin, booking rooms, and sending 
emails.

“If all that was taken into account I 
was being paid £4 an hour.”

Around 43,000 UCU union 
members across Britain joined the 
eight-day strike over pay, pensions, 
equality, contracts and workload. 

Their pay has effectively been 
cut by 20 percent in a decade. And 
it’s women and black workers that 
are suffering the most—with many 
 getting paid less for doing the same 
work as their colleagues. 

As part of a wave of attacks bosses 
want workers to pay more into their 
 pension scheme and get less when 
they retire. 

After a recent increase, staff are 
already paying 9.6 percent of their 
salaries in pension contributions—
yet bosses keep demanding more. 
The union estimates that, overall, 
changes to the pension could leave 
lecturers about £240,000 worse off 
in retirement, rising to £730,000 for 
professors.

All this comes from a drive to turn 

universities into businesses, students 
into consumers and staff into cogs. 
But workers are fighting back.

Arielle is on strike at Cambridge 
university. She told Socialist Worker, 
“This is tapping into a broader feeling 
about how we want the world to look. 
There’s a battle going on.

“It feels like the soul of higher 
 education is at stake.”

Geography lecturer Maan added, 
“It’s about the future of our condi-
tions in education. Pay and pensions 
are just the tip of the iceberg.”

University bosses dishing out 
crappy contracts are seen as doing 
workers a favour. “There’s an assump-
tion that we should be grateful for the 
‘learning experience’,” said Marina.

“But we’re not learning a whole lot.”
The situation shapes the whole 

of workers’ lives. “As a PhD student 
my future looks pretty bleak,” Anna 
told Socialist Worker. “It’s assumed 
that we will have to move around 
the country on a series of short-term 
contracts.

“My friends are settling down and 
having children and I’m floating, not 
really knowing where I’m going to 
end up.”

It damages health too.
“I’ve been on a casual contract for 

the last few years,” said Lana. “I’m 
really angry. We don’t get sick pay, 
we don’t get a decent pension.

“It’s affected my mental health and 
my physical health. I had an accident 
that injured my back and I didn’t 
take as much time off as I needed 
 afterwards. We’re treated like second 
class citizens.”

Lana was employed by the 
Temporary Employment Service 
(TES) at Cambridge—or “Temporary 
Exploitation Service” as one striker 

Large picket lines, such as this 
one at Goldsmiths university 
in London, are a feature of the 
strike (top) Cambridge strikers 
and students on the streets last 
week (middle) UCU union general 
secretary Jo Grady (above)

Heavy rain won’t deter pickets in 
Bradford (left) Cambridge strikers 
ready for action (below) Strikers 
at Queen Mary University (right)

dubbed it. It takes people on for 
 contracts of up to nine months at a 
time. Having recently finished a TES 
contract Lana now has an 18-month 
fixed-term contract, which is the 
longest she’s ever had.

Some workers have to choose 
between a secure contract or more pay.

“To get a pay rise I had to exchange 
my permanent contract for a fixed-term 
one,” said Justin. “I was on a very 
low grade. And as people left in my 
 department, I took on more responsi-
bility, five or six grades higher.

“But they wouldn’t change my 
grade without giving me a new job 
title on an insecure contract.”

Strikers are losing eight days’ pay 
and for those who already earn little 
it can be scary. “It’s a really hard thing 
for me to strike,” said Justin. “It’s kill-
ing me financially. But at the end of 
the day, it’s about the bigger picture.”

Universities are raking in billions 
in student fees. But the money seems 
to go on vice chancellors’ salaries, 
flashy new buildings or other  dubious 
projects.

“Universities are investing in oil 

and gas, but not in their people,” said 
PhD student Tania. 

Tania is one of many students who 
have swung into action to back the 
strikes. As she put it, “We’re the next 
generation. More job insecurity isn’t 
what we need.”

Students have organised to help on 
picket lines and bring much appreci-
ated food and hot drinks to strikers. 
Some have staged small occupations 
in support of the strikes.

Teaching associate Bethan 
told Socialist Worker, “I’ve been 
 overwhelmed by the student support. 
One student turned up on his bike 
and said he’d seen about the strike 
on Facebook and just had to come.”

There’s also a different kind of edu-
cation going on. “Students are asking 
us what a picket line is,” Bethan said.

Carol added, “Many more students 
are joining our picket lines than in 
the past. More people know the dan-
gers of marketisation and casualisa-
tion. Students who want to go into 
academia know that these things will 
have an impact on them.”

As PhD student Bianca put it, “I’m 
out here because this is my future. 

I’d been climate striking and then I 
heard about this and I thought, this 
is serious.”

Tania pointed out that driving 
down conditions hits oppressed 
groups harder and entrenches class 
division. “People who are better off 
can afford to do internships or unpaid 
graduate schemes,” she explained.

“Maybe they can live with their par-
ents. But poorer people don’t have that 
support to fall back on. And the gender 
pay gap makes it harder for women to 
be in what is a male-dominated area.”

PhD student and striker Jess agreed 
that the situation feels “exclusionary”.

She said poor contracts meant 
working in universities “can’t be the 
only thing you’re doing to survive”. 
Some workers have second jobs.

Anger at deteriorating condi-
tions has been bubbling away for 
years. Now it has generated a deep 
 determination to resist.

Justin said he would “absolutely” 
support more strikes.

Carol said, “Everybody’s  feeling 
really solid. So if there is no 
 movement, we will have to take more 
action. And I think other institutions 
want to be out with us too.

“I’m cautiously optimistic.”
“This has brought a lot of people 

together,” added striker Peter. “We’ve 
realised we have a common goal.”

Arielle said, “I would 100  percent 
support more strikes. The whole 
point of coming out for eight days 
is to show we mean business. And 
the fact the union is reballoting 
more branches shows it wants to 
continue.”

Bethan felt the strike was continu-
ing an important tradition. “My great 
grandfather was the first secretary of 
the South Wales Miners’ union,” she 
said. “I think he would be very proud.”

Anger at poor 
conditions has been 
bubbling away for 
years. Now people 
want to fight

‘‘ 

UCU UNION
More strikers and more strikes must follow
STRIKERS HAVE been cheered 
by news that their union is set to 
reballot more branches to join the 
fight. The reballots will involve 
13 branches that overwhelmingly 
voted for action but missed the 
50 percent turnout threshold.

It’s good that future strikes 
will involve more people. But 
the reballots won’t end until 
28 January.

Mark Abel is a striker at 
Brighton university and is on 
the union’s national executive 
committee. He told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s great that the 
reballots are going to get 
underway. But it should have 
happened quicker, and it should 
have involved more branches.”

Roddy Slorach is branch 
organiser at Imperial College 
London, one of the colleges 
reballoting. He said the 
branch had already 
got “loads of extra 
volunteers” to help get 
the vote out in the 
reballot.

“We wanted it to 
start on the first day 
of the first round of 
strikes and wrap up 
before Christmas,” he 
said. “It would have 
been great if 
the bosses 
went into 
Christmas 
knowing 

that the cavalry is coming over 
the hill.

“But now the second wave of 
action is unlikely to start until 
the second week of February. 
There is clearly some opposition 
at the top of the union about the 
radicalisation that’s going on.”

The strikes so far have been 
magnificent. Now the union 

needs to capitalise on a 
fantastic start by naming 

more dates in the new year 
—before Christmas. There 
is a clear mood to fight.

Liverpool university 
kicked off the action 

with 32 picket lines. 
Branch chair Jo 
McNeill says, “The 

fight is well and 
truly on.”

Mark 
said picket 
lines at 
Brighton 

“are stronger than we’ve ever 
seen”. And John Parrington, a 
striker at Oxford university, said 
pickets there were bigger than 
during a strike last year. He 
added that the action is opening 
up other struggles.

“A big issue in Oxford is that the 
colleges don’t recognise unions,” 
he told Socialist Worker.

“So now we are campaigning 
over that. Before it was assumed 
that we can’t really do anything 
about it.”

Anne Alexander from 
Cambridge also said strikes have 
transformed union branches. “Our 
anti-casualisation movement was 
born out of the 2018 strike,” she 
said.

“That’s what gave people 
confidence and changed the level 
of organisation. It’s the strikes 
that will change things.”

Last year’s strike saw UCU 
members at over 60 universities 
strike for 14 days to defend their 
USS pension scheme. Union 
leaders suspended the action 
and a Joint Expert Panel (JEP) 
was set up to look at the scheme. 
Now bosses and USS officials are 
ignoring its recommendations. 

“What really pisses people off 
is that the JEP was sidelined,” 
said University College London 
striker Andrea. “It really 
rankles.”

The bosses can’t be trusted. 
But more action can beat them.

Jo McNeill from Liverpool says there’s a clear ‘mood to fight’

UCU is getting its message across
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Jeremy Corbyn, the election 
and the fight for socialism
Thu 5 Dec, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LONDON: WEST & NORTH WEST
Jeremy Corbyn, the election 
and the fight for socialism
Thu 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our 
local interventions.  
All welcome.

ABERDEEN
The socialist case for 
Scottish independence?
Mon 9 Dec, 6pm, 
The Snug, Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
Tories out—what would 
a Corbyn government 
look like?
Thu 5 Dec, 7pm, 
Room 302, 
The Civic,
Hanson St, 
S70 2HZ
BIRMINGHAM 
Boris Johnson—a 
dangerous man
Wed 11 Dec, 7pm, 
The Church at Carrs Lane,
Carrs Ln,
B4 7SX
BOLTON
Chile in revolt— 
neoliberalism and resistance
Wed 11 Dec, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate),
BL1 1DY
BRISTOL
Capitalism—will 
it go quietly?
Thu 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
YHA,14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CHESTERFIELD
Can the Green New 
Deal prevent climate 
catastrophe?
Thu 5 Dec, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
DERBY
Tories out—what would 
a Corbyn government 
look like?
Thu 5 Dec, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL

EDINBURGH
1919—Britain’s red year
Wed 11 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, 
EH1 2JL
GLASGOW
Capitalism, climate 
and food—capitalism 
devours our planet
Thu 5 Dec, 7pm,  
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

HARLOW
Women and the far right
Thu 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys, 
CM18 6BX
HUDDERSFIELD
Was Marx right?
Wed 11 Dec, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson  
House,
2 New North Parade  
(near both train and bus 
stations),
HD1 5JP

KENT
After the election—
where next for the left?
Thu 19 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Riverside Creative Hub, 
Conference room,
13 Military Rd, ME4 4JG
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
South America—the 
end of the Pink Tide
Thu 12 Dec, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: HACKNEY
Freedom of movement—
why we say no borders
Thu 5 Dec, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd, 
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Hong Kong, mass protests 
and the working class
Wed 11 Dec, 7pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd 
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH

LONDON: KINGSTON
Housing and 
homelessness—can there 
be a home for everyone?
Thu 5 Dec, 6pm, 
Room JG3003,
Penrhyn Road Campus,
Kingston University,
KT1 2EE
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Get the Tories out—
how can Corbyn win?
Wed 11 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Oxford House,
Derbyshire St (opposite 
Bethnal Green Rd Tesco),
E2 6HG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Hong Kong, mass protests 
and the working class
Wed 11 Dec, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
NEWCASTLE
Boris Johnson—A 
dangerous man
Wed 11 Dec, 7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,NE1 6QE
NORWICH
Islamophobia and racism 
—the politics of fear
Wed 11 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place, NR2 2SA
OXFORD
Election night special
Thu 12 Dec, 7pm, 
Michael Young Building,
Manzil Way,
Cowley Road, OX4 1YH 
PORTSMOUTH
Jeremy Corbyn, the election 
and the fight for socialism
Wed 11 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Venezuela, Ecuador, and 
Bolivia—crisis and revolt
Wed 11 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd, 
YO12 5A
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Capitalism and the creation 
of the Global South
Thu 5 Dec, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible 
Theatre), S1 2JB
 

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

DORCHESTER
After the election—
reform vs revolution
Thu 19 Dec, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton Park,
DT1 1XJ
Organised by the 
Dorset Socialists

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and 
get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories that 
matter: socialistworker.co.uk

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone
Save 07377 632 826 as 
Socialist Worker WhatsApp
Send ‘start’ to the number 

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRADFORD
Thu 12 Dec, 7pm, 
Bread + Roses,
14 N Parade,
BD1 3HT

BURNLEY AND 
PENDLE
Wed 11 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR

DUNDEE
Wed 11 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary 
Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 11 Dec, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice 
Arcade, 107-109 
The Grove
E15 1HP

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 11 Dec, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd 
(near Effra Rd,),
Brixton,SW2 1EP
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A drama without cliches about dementia and loss 
TELEVISION
ELIZABETH IS MISSING
Sunday 8 December, BBC1

ELIZABETH IS Missing, 
a new BBC drama, is 
brilliant. 

Based on the novel of 
the same name, its main 
focus is Maud (Glenda 
Jackson), an ageing 
woman dealing with the 
onset of dementia.

Maud becomes 
convinced that her best 
friend, Elizabeth, is 
missing. She is desperate 
for people to help find 
Elizabeth, while Maud’s 

daughter’s main concern 
is trying to keep her 
increasingly erratic 
mother safe.

The BBC dramatisation 
shows the stress that family 
members go through in 
trying to relate to someone  
with dementia. Importantly 
it gives the perspective of 
the sufferer too.

While “investigating” 
what has happened 
to Elizabeth, Maud is 
drawn back to childhood 
memories of another 
painful disappearance—
that of her sister Sukey.
The constant moving 
between past and 

present helps to give a 
sense of the confusion 
and bewilderment of 
Alzheimer’s disease.

Maud is frustrated at 
how “no one listens” to 
her. But eventually she 
is listened to—and is 
vindicated after it turns out 
she had a point all along.

The programme isn’t 
patronising, cliched or 
sentimental.

Bits of it are very 
upsetting. But it is a well 
made drama that feels 
real and treats people who 
often aren’t taken seriously 
with dignity.
Sadie Robinson

Racist moral panic behind 
the Blue Story cinema ban
Vue cinema banned Blue Story— a powerful film against violence—last week. 
Yuri Prasad says it exposed the establishment’s fear of young black people
WHAT IS it about groups of young 
black and Asian people that 
 provokes waves of fear and anxiety 
among those in power?

The British establishment lurches 
from one race panic to another. 
From talk in the 1950s and 60s of 
over-sexed immigrants coming to 
steal white women, to the inven-
tion of race-specific crimes, such as 
“mugging”.

The effective “banning” of the film 
Blue Story by the Vue cinema chain in 
late November is the latest instalment.

A brawl involving rival groups of 
teenagers at a single Birmingham 
cinema was the cue for screens 
across Britain to pull the film. They 
claimed an unprecedented outbreak 
of  violence wherever it was shown.

Yet surprisingly, in an age when 
teenagers apparently film themselves 
relentlessly, no evidence for the wave 
of violence has turned up. No video 
footage, no coverage on social media, 
no police reports—nothing.

Clamping
But lack of evidence has never yet 
stopped authorities from clamping 
down. 

Until 2017 the Metropolitan Police 
asked music promoters to fill out a 
risk assessment form called a “696” 
prior to live gigs. No club would 
accept your booking if the police 
didn’t agree.

Cops racially profiled Grime as 
a “high risk” genre, saying it was 
a magnet for gun and knife crime. 
Many artists could never perform.

This attempt to force Grime 
 underground wasn’t driven by 
lyrics—it was driven by fear of the 
audience. As far as the police were 
concerned, a large group of young 

black people could only mean 
 trouble. Similarly, the attempt to 
scupper Blue Story bears little rela-
tion to its content. 

The film is a tragic tale of two 
young friends who become bitter 
rivals in a street war. It’s a far better 
argument against guns and knives 
than anything that has ever come out 
of mouths of a government minister 
or top cop.

Developed and directed by rapper 
and film maker Andrew Onwubolu, 
the film makes a point of depict-
ing violence and even death at 

disconcertingly close quarters. 
Nothing about this is glorification—
precisely the opposite.

The story structure will be famil-
iar to most, and not all the acting is 
great. But the honesty and setting 
gives its target audience something 
that feels more real than soap opera. 

That’s probably why a  weekday 
lunchtime screening at my local 
cinema was packed with young 
people.

The dread that gripped the ban-
ning cinema bosses has little to do 
with gangs squaring-up to each other. 

Instead it reflects the establishment 
belief that there’s something vio-
lent and primitive about people with 
darker skins. That the gang violence 
depicted in Blue Story is  somehow 
intrinsic to our very natures.

Vue bosses last week reinstated 
the film after an anti-racist public 
backlash. 

They did however insist on 
“beefed-up security” to deal with 
the on-going threat that really only 
existed only in their heads.

Blue Story is in cinemas now

A TRAGIC tale of two friends who become bitter rivals

Glenda Jackson as Maude  Picture: BBc/StV ProductionS

PHOTOGRAPHY
MERYL MCMASTER—AS 
 IMMENSE AS THE SKY
Ikon Gallery, Birmingham 
4 Dec 2019—23 Feb 2020
 
FROM A rising generation 
of indigenous artists in 
Canada, Meryl McMaster 
uses photography to explore 
identity and its distinct 

cultural landscapes.
McMaster is of the 

nêhiyawak community and a 
member of the Siksika First 
Nation on her father’s side, 
and Euro-Canadian on her 
mother’s.

Her work acknowledges 
the personal and social 
history and effects of 
colonisation.  It also looks at 
the dangers of unsustainable 
land usage and the erasure 
of key species. 

THEATRE
 
STRIKE!
Sheffield Library Theatre 
10-12 Dec. Tickets from £6
 
IT’S 1984 and Paul Turner, a 
a young journalist, returns to 
his home, Silverton, a South 
Yorkshire mining village  , and  
a community in the middle of 
the Great Miners’ Strike. 

Tensions are running 
high. Childhood friends find 
themselves on opposite sides 
of the picket lines. The battle 
of Orgreave erupts. 

With author Lee Humber  
Tue 10 December, 
6.30pm. £2 on the door

1 Bloomsbury Street,  
London WC1B 3QE 
 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

BOOKMARKS 
the  socialist bookshop

Vital Signs—The 
Deadly Costs of 
Health Inequality

What’s on at

Habourage For A Song
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T
wenty years 
a g o  d e m -
onstrat ions, 
street occupa-
tions and riots 
a t  a  Wo r l d 

Trade Organisation (WTO) 
meeting signalled the 
birth of a new opposition 
to those at the top of the 
system.

The protests in Seattle 
in the US showed the bitter 
anger at the elite who ruled 
the world. 

They popularised the 
phrase “anti-capitalism”.

The Economist bosses’ 
magazine wrote ten months 
later, “The protesters are 
right to say that the most 
urgent political moral and 
economic question of our 
time is Third World poverty. 

“They are also right to say 
the wave of globalisation, 
however powerful it may be, 
can be turned back. 

“It is the fact that these two 
things are true which makes 
the protesters, and crucially 
the current of opinion that 
sympathises with them, so 
 terribly dangerous.” 

Activists had prepared 
the protests for months in 
advance. The WTO was 
chosen as a symbol of eve-
rything that was wrong with 
economic globalisation carried 
out in the interests of profit.

Policies
The WTO’s trade policies 
encouraged the destruction of 
the environment. Its  leading 
members enforced ruinous 
debts on poorer countries. 
It opened everything to the 
 control of the multinationals.  

Seattle was the  showdown 
with those who acted as 
the masters of the capitalist 
universe.  

Days before the main protests 
began, over 2,500 people came 
to a teach-in on “Globalisation, 
the WTO and the Alternatives”. 

At 6.30am there were 
150 people queuing for returned 
tickets and touts  selling entry at 
inflated prices.

Inside the meeting people 
listened intently to 40  speakers 
over a period of ten hours 
without a break. The  loudest 
applause was for speakers who 
tore into capitalism and called 
for a total rejection of the 
WTO’s priorities

The day before the WTO was 
supposed to begin, thousands 
of activists roamed the streets 
protesting about environmental 
destruction.

Some of them dressed as 
sea turtles, a species that was 
 protected by a law that the 
WTO threatened to abolish. In 
the early evening 5,000 people 
made a “human chain to end 
Third World debt” and marched 
to encircle the site of the WTO’s 
opening gala. In driving rain, 
they chanted, “We’re all wet, 
cancel the debt”.

Early the next morning, as 
the conference was supposed 
to begin, thousands of people 
took over key intersections 
around the convention centre. 

With arms linked or locked on 
to each other and street furni-
ture, they blocked every road.

The gilded elite of the WTO 
emerged from their hotels to 
find themselves unable to get 
through. The morning session 
was cancelled. Protesters’ num-
bers grew as a march from the 
city’s poorest areas arrived to 
reinforce the blockades. 

Students who had walked 
out from schools and colleges 
joined the actions. Enraged, the 
police attacked protesters with 

tear gas and rubber bullets. But 
the blockades held.

Just as the attacks intensified, 
around 25,000 trade unionists 
marched in from a rally that 
had been held on the outskirts 
of the city. The union leaders’ 
plan was to stay  separate from 
the radicals on the streets. But 
first a few individuals and then 
thousands rushed to join them.

This was the moment when 
famously “Teamsters and turtles 
united”. The police swooped 
with new determination, 

firing percussion grenades and 
 arresting scores of people. But 
the protesters had won. The 
WTO was hugely disrupted. 

The next day, hundreds of 
National Guard troops were 
deployed alongside more police 
to create a “protest-free zone” 
in the city. 

When trade unionists and 
others marched they were 
attacked, rounded-up and 
 hundreds taken on buses to jail.

But protests continued at 
a lower level for two more 
days, emphasising how the 
 authorities had lost control. 

It was a huge victory, giving 
renewed hope to those who had 
despaired that the neoliberal 
juggernaut could be stopped. 

I
T  CHANGED those 
who took part. Amber 
Pattison, who travelled 
1,000 miles to Seattle, 
said, ‘I came here to 
 protest about the killing 

of turtles. I’m going home 
determined to turn the whole 
world upside down.’

Socialist Worker’s editor 
C h r i s  H a r m a n  w r o t e 
 afterwards, “Sometimes the 
symbolism of events gives 
them an importance out of 
all proportion to the numbers 
of people directly involved 
in them. The demonstra-
tions themselves were not 

 particularly large.
“ B u t  t h e y  s i g n a l l e d 

 something of enormous impor-
tance. Almost exactly ten years 
earlier the fall of the Berlin Wall 
had been presented as the end 
of socialism, leaving capitalism 
in apparently unchallenged con-
trol for the rest of  humanity’s 
existence. Seattle was the 
 eruption of a new challenge.”

And the protests represented 
a process of political generalisa-
tion. It was the system that was 
now being targeted, not just 
some specific injustice.

After Seattle there were 
repeated mobilisations directed 
at various neoliberal  gatherings. 
These reached a climax at the 
G8 summit in Genoa, Italy, in 
July 2001. More than 300,000 
people demonstrated after 
riot police murdered a young 
 protester, Carlo Giuliani.

Anarchist Chris Dixon, one 
of the Seattle organisers, wrote 
recently about how  steelworkers 
and environmental group Earth 
First! came together. 

“The steelworkers were 
involved in a protracted fight 
with their employer, Kaiser 
Aluminum, which had locked 
them out in early 1999,” he 
wrote.

“Kaiser was owned by 
Maxxam and headed by infa-
mous CEO Charles Hurwitz, 
who also owned Pacific Lumber, 
the company clear-cutting old 
growth redwood forests in 
northern California.

“Earth First! had been 
involved in direct action efforts 
to protect those forests since the 
1980s. 

Identifying their common 
enemy ,  the  l o cked -ou t 
 steelworkers and the forest 
defenders began collaborating 

Twenty years ago the streets of the US city of Seattle 
erupted thanks to a new movement. Charlie Kimber was 
there for Socialist Worker. He looks at what the movement 
can teach revolutionaries about how to work with others  

Movements 
grow from and 
inspire new 
ways to express 
discontent  

‘‘ 
Workers joined in

READ MORET
lThe battle of the story of 
the Battle of Seattle 
by David and 
Rebecca Solnit  
£10 

lSpontaneity, strategy 
and politics 
by Chris Harman 
bit.ly/seattle99

lThe hidden history of US 
radicalism 
by Megan Trudell  
bit.ly/usradical

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
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on protests and spending time 
together on picket lines and in 
tree-sits.” The Seattle revolt 
had deep roots. The collapse of 
the Russian and East European 
regimes at the end of the 1980s 
was followed by ruthless impo-
sition of neoliberal economic 
and social shock therapy in 
large parts of the world.

Important resistance came 
from the Zapatista rising in 
Chiapas, Mexico, at the begin-
ning of 1994, the French public 
sector strikes of 1995 and 
the 1998 mass movement in 
Indonesia that brought down 
the dictator Suharto who had 
ruled for 31 years. 

New movements grow from 
and in turn inspire new ways of 
expressing discontent.

Books such as 29-year-old 
Naomi Klein’s No Logo—written 
before and published just after 
the Seattle protests—were read 
and discussed by big audiences 
of activists. It was translated 
into more than 30 languages, 
with more than a million copies 
in print worldwide.

T
H E  R I S E  o f 
 ant i-capital ism 
a f t e r  S e a t t l e 
posed challenges 
for the left. The 
f irst  necessary 

step was to see the protest as 
immensely positive.

Not everyone on the left man-
aged this. Some condemned 
“violence” by protesters. Others 
wrongly saw the protests as 
mainly nationalist. 

Others  were horr i f ied 
by a new language—affin-
ity groups, “arrestables” and 
 “non-arrestables” and much 
more—and meetings where 
people communicated with 
hand-signals.

The  mos t  i ne f f e c t i ve 
approach was to seek to squeeze 
all the new energy into existing 
channels.

The best response was 
to recognise that we had 
much to learn. We could 
not stand apart lectur-
ing people and telling 
them they had simply 
to hitch their energy 
to our cherished pro-
jects. It was necessary 
to stress the 80  percent 
we all agreed on, not 
the 20 percent where 
we disagreed.

But socialists also 
had—and have—some-
thing to contribute. Above 
all, we could bring an 
insistence that change 
was possible only on the 

basis of a workers’ revolution. 
We could not accept, as the 
French revolutionary Daniel 
Bensaid put it, “utopias based 
on the regulation of free mar-
kets, Keynesian utopias, and 
above all  neo-libertarian uto-
pias, in which the world can 
be changed without taking 
power”. 

Revolutionaries could raise 
key issues about the role of the 
working class. 

The 9/11 attacks and the 
imperialist offensive of the “war 
on terror” marked the end of 
the phase triggered by Seattle.

Many of those involved, espe-
cially in Britain, became part of 
the anti-war movement.

But the experience is  crucial 
as today we take up again 
Seattle’s slogan, “Another 
world is possible, another 
world is necessary”. 

A MAP of the 
blockades (top) 
Protesters at the 
WTO (above) 

Cops attacked with teargas

Trade unionists joined protesters

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Why does China persecute 
the Uyghur Muslims?

Tomáš Tengely-Evans 
looks at the history of 
nationalism behind 
China’s racist horror

FEW HAVE heard of the 
Uyghurs. But up to one 
million are locked up in 
internment camps in Xinjiang 
province in northwestern 
China. 

The Communist Party 
(CCP) regime claims that 
its network of prison camps 
are “voluntary” and offer 
the predominantly Muslim 
Uyghur education to tackle 
“extremism” and “terrorism”. 

But leaked documents show 
a programme of imprisonment 
and indoctrination. 

They include one memo 
telling camp officials to 
“ensure full video surveillance 
coverage of dormitories and 
classrooms free of blind 
spots”, “never allow escapes” 
and “increase discipline and 
punishment of behavioural 
violations” for those who try.

The camps are part of a 
racist crackdown that began 
in 2017.

An aim of the Chinese state 
is to suppress the Uyghur 
language, traditional culture 
and any claims to national 
self-determination. And, 
tellingly, the memo calls on 
officials to “make remedial 
Mandarin language studies 
the top priority”.

Other measures have 
included a ban on “extremist” 
Muslim names, such as 
Medina and Saddam. 
Children with those names 
can’t be registered, meaning 
they’re denied healthcare and 
education.

Oppression
This horror is just the latest 
chapter in 100 years of 
Uyghur oppression at the 
hands of the Chinese state. 
Its roots lie in how the state 
came to rely on nationalism 
in the 20th century. 

Right up until the 19th 
century there was no concept 
of a “Chinese nation”. This 
changed in response to 
European and Japanese 
imperialism. A section of 
the middle class began to 
see nationalism as a way of 
mobilising support to throw 
off foreign domination.

They talked about how all 
the peoples of the Chinese 
Empire had become one 
through a “great fusion”.

In 1911 a series of popular 
uprisings forced out the Qing 
monarchy. The new Republic 
of China was led by the 
nationalist Kuomintang party. 
It battled to forge a modern 
Chinese state out of the chaos 
of provincial warlords. 

Meanwhile large swathes 
of Uyghur people were drawn 
to Turkic nationalism led by 
the “Jadids”. They were an 
Islamic reform movement 
that talked of modern 
development and unity 
among Turkic peoples of 
central Asia. 

The warlords and Muslim 
leaders in charge of Xinjiang 
saw it as a direct threat and 
began to suppress it.

Throughout the 1930s 
China was torn apart by 
a civil war between the 
Kuomintang and the CCP. 

The Communists officially 
accepted the peoples’ right to 
national self-determination. 
The Uyghur rose up and set 
up a Republic of Turkestan in 
1933 and then again between 
1944 and 1949.

When the CCP came 
to power in the Chinese 
Revolution in 1949, talk of 
self-determination was swiftly 
dropped. 

The revolution was not 
a socialist one where the 
working class takes power, 
but a nationalist one against 
feudalism and imperial 
domination. 

To build a modern state, 
it relied on a mix of fake 
Marxist rhetoric and Chinese 
nationalism. As the CCP 
regime opened up to global 
capitalism during the 1980s, 
it has relied more and more 
on nationalism. 

Inequality
Alongside impressive growth, 
there is growing discontent 
over inequality. Rapid 
industrialisation has given 
birth to a large working 
class—a social force that 
could threaten CCP rule.

The Chinese state has 
responded with a drive for 
centralisation and that’s 
included clamping down on 
separate national and ethnic 
identities.

Western countries—led 
by Donald Trump—have 
hypocritically criticised China 
over the treatment of the 
Uyghur.

But Trump and other 
Western governments are just 
as guilty of vicious racism 
and backing repressive 
regimes. 

The real alternative lies 
in the Chinese working class 
fighting against the regime—
and recognising the right of 
Uyghur self-determination as 
part of that broader struggle 
for social change.

A UYGHUR woman at a checkpoint

The Communist 
Party relied on 
a mixture of 
fake Marxism 
and nationalism
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 No justice for the Hillsborough families 
by SADIE ROBINSON

FAMILIES OF those who 
died in the Hillsborough 
d isaster  reacted with 
 d i s b e l i e f  a n d  a n ge r 
last week after David 
Duckenfield was found not 
guilty of manslaughter.

The news is a terrible kick 
in the teeth for all those who 
have fought for justice over 
the deaths. And it has made 
some question the legitimacy 
of the system.

Some 96 Liverpool fans 
died as a result of the  
disaster, after a crush built 
up in two pens at Sheffield 
Wednesday’s Hillsborough 
ground in April 1989.

Duckenfield was South 
Yorkshire Police match 
 commander on the day of the 
disaster. 

He faced a retrial for  
95 counts of gross miscon-
duct manslaughter, which he 
denied.

A jury found him not 
gui l ty  last  Thursday— 
prompting fury from relatives 
and  campaigners.

Christine Burke’s father 
Henry died as a result of the 
disaster. After the verdict she 

told the judge that the 2016 
inquests into the deaths had 
ruled that fans had been 
unlawfully killed. 

“I want to know who is 
responsible for the death of 
my father, because somebody 
was,” she said.

During the trial the jury 

heard that Duckenfield had 
accepted during the 2016 
inquests into the deaths that 
his “professional failings led 
to the deaths”.

The jury heard that 
 Duckenfield had ordered a 
gate be opened to relieve a 
crush outside the stadium. It 

also heard he gave no thought 
to where fans would go once 
entering the ground, or take 
any measures to direct them 
to emptier pens.

When asked during the 
inquests if his failure to direct 
fans away from the crowded 
pens was the “direct cause 

of the deaths” Duckenfield 
replied, “Yes.” 

Duckenfield’s barrister, 
Benjamin Myers QC, claimed 
such admissions had been 
“wrung out” of Duckenfield 
after intense questioning. 

The judge did not tell the 
jury that many of his admis-
sions of responsibility were 
made during the first two days 
of questioning at the inquests.

Forced 
Duckenfield also accepted 
that he told a “terrible lie” 
as the disaster was still 
 unfolding, when he told 
 football officials that fans had 
forced open a gate.

The judge, Sir Peter 
 Openshaw, had told the jury 
during his summing up that 
Duckenfield was at a disad-
vantage due to the passage 
of time. 

He said there was a “very 
different atmosphere” at 
matches during the 1980s 
due to “hooligan elements” 
in clubs.

Openshaw had previously 
referred to Duckenfield as a 
“poor chap” when he had to 
attend hospital.

He had told the jury not to 
judge Duckenfield’s apparent 

lack of emotion as it may be 
due to post-traumatic stress 
disorder.

The fact that Duckenfield 
stood trial at all is a testa-
ment to the 30-year fight for 
justice by relatives, friends 
and other campaigners.

This struggle led to a 
quashing of original inquest 
verdicts of accidental death. 
They led to an independent 
panel inquiry.

The jury returned a not 
guilty verdict by nine to one. 

Stephen Wright’s 17 year 
old brother Graham died in 
the crush. Stephen was also 
at the match. He told  Socialist 
Worker, “I’m just appalled at 
this decision.

“It’s a disgrace. It’s like the 
inquests in 2016 never hap-
pened. The inquests asked a 
clear question—did fans play 
any role in the disaster? The 
answer was no.

“Now it’s gone back to 
the fake, false narrative of 
the police. It’s all about fans 
being drunk and arriving 
late.”

Stephen said the process 
has been “a farce”. “The 
inquests said that the 96 were 
unlawfully killed,” he said. 
“Who killed them?”

MEMORIAL AT Liverpool’s Anfield ground for the victims of the Hillsborough disaster
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Strikers at St Mary’s have 
NHS privatisers on the run  
A series of strikes has forced NHS England bosses and multinationals onto the back foot over 
privatisation and outsourcing. Gabby Thorpe reports on the latest fight in west London

Workers know Sodexo bosses have money to pay up
SOME OF Sodexo’s top 
bosses earn £160,000 

a year—which makes their 
failure to pay up even 
more insulting. 

Some of the Sodexo 
workers only get the 
minimum wage of 
£8.21 an hour and those 
under 25 get even less 
on the youth rate. 

One striker told Socialist 
Worker, “I can barely 
afford to eat and pay rent. 

“Sometimes it’s a choice 
between the two.”

Iesha, who has worked 
as a cleaner for two years, 
explained that workers 
miss out on many other 

workplace rights. “We only 
get sick pay for two days 
so we just can’t afford to 
get ill,” she told Socialist 
Worker. 

Sick
“Some of the newer 
employees don’t get sick 
pay at all.

“We don’t get any 
respect. Management keep 
moving us around and 
being rude to us.

Another worker added 
that they feel like they 
have “no dignity”. 

“I have one uniform 
that I wear every day,” 
she told Socialist Worker.  

“We have asked for more, 
but management keep 
ignoring us.”

If health 
workers 
only have one 
uniform, they 
have to wash and 
dry it every night 
after work.

Sodexco can try 
to plead poverty, but 
action has shown that they 
have the money to up. 

A strike in Doncaster 
and Bassetlaw hospitals in 
April forced bosses to give 
NHS rates of pay. More 
action can do the same at 
St Mary’s Hospital. 

SOME OF lowest-paid migrant 
health workers in west London 
could be on the cusp of beating 
multinational Sodexo. 

Around 130 cleaners, porters 
and other support staff at St Mary’s 
Hospital plan a week-long walkout 
from Monday of next week. 

They’ve already staged 10 days 
of strikes last month to demand the 
same pay and terms and conditions 
as workers directly employed by the 
NHS. 

And if bosses don’t back down, in 
January they could make history with 
the  biggest ever indefinite walkout by 
 outsourced health workers.

On strike days the UVW union 
holds mass picket lines or protests to 
pile pressure on the bosses.

Muhammad, a UVW member and 
medical records delivery driver, said 
workers felt good to be out on the 
picket line. “I’m fighting to be treated 
like a human being,” he told Socialist 
Worker. 

“I’m fighting so I can live a life 
outside of work—and it’s worth it to 
stand up to bullies.”

Similar 
Strikers want Sodexo to give them 
NHS Agenda for Change pay and 
terms and conditions. They are cur-
rently out of pocket by up to £10,000 
a year compared to those doing simi-
lar jobs working directly for the NHS. 

A series of strikes by outsourced 
workers have forced bosses at other 
hospitals to pay them NHS rates. 

They include walkouts at Liverpool 
Women’s Hospital, the Royal Bolton 
Infirmary and Doncaster and 
Bassetlaw in the last year. 

Some of them were employed 
by mult inat ionals ,  other  by 

“wholly-owned subsidiaries”—private 
companies owned by hospitals.

And in Bradford and Wigan and 
Leigh, strikes forces bosses to drop 
plans to outsource their jobs in the 
first place.

Strikers at St Mary’s could score 
one of the biggest victories yet and 
force bosses to take them back in 
house.  

Petros, a UVW organiser, told 
Socialist Worker, “Bosses have agreed 

to enter talks about bringing workers 
in house by April, but they need to 
deliver. 

“They can’t just come back in April 
and say it’s not happening. Staff will 
stay out until we’re  certain that they’ll 
be employed by the NHS. It’s defi-
nitely a step forward from where we 
were when we started.” 

Imperial College Healthcare, 
the trust responsible for St Mary’s 
Hospital, said that it will be replacing 

Sodexo with a new subcontractor in 
April. 

But outsourcing to another 
 company won’t end the terrible con-
ditions that people have to work in. 

The only way for health  workers 
to have equal rights is to end 
privatisation.

The St Mary’s struggle shows 
there’s a mood to fight over pay and 
privatisation in the NHS and should 
inspire others. 

Migrants 
are part of 
our class 

THE STRIKES at 
St Mary’s Hospital 

are a powerful antidote 
to the racist myth that 
migrants undercut 
wages and terms and 
conditions.

The workers are 
from all over the world, 
including Philippines, 
Lithuania, Portugal, 
Sierra Leone and Brazil.

Immigration doesn’t 
lower wages. 

The bosses are 
always to blame 
for low pay. But by 
fighting back together 
workers can drive 
up wages by forcing 
bosses to cough up.

Higher 
The St Mary’s strikers 
are not the only group 
of migrants who have 
fought for higher pay. 

Cleaners and other 
support staff at the 
Ministry of Justice are in 
dispute for equal terms 
with civil servants.

And staff at the 
University of Greenwich 
and the University of 
East London are fighting 
for better terms.

Workers in South Yorkshire forced Sodexo to give them NHS pay rates

CLEANERS, PORTERS and domestics stage a sit-in at St Mary’s Hospital   Picture: Guy Smallman
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Workers say it feels
good to fight back 



18 REPORTSSocialist Worker  4 December 2019

IN BRIEF 

Battle for guards  
on West Mids Trains
WORKERS ON West Midlands 
Trains struck for a third time 
on Saturday, in an effort to 
halt the rollout of driver-only 
operated services. 

The RMT union members 
are battling the imposition of 
trains which limit the safety 
role of the guards. 

This move makes 
train travel unsafe and 
inaccessible, in particular 
for passengers needing 
assistance to board services. 

They are planning to strike 
for every Saturday until the 
end of the year. 

And on Northern Rail, 
workers voted by 95 percent 
to continue talks to reach a 
settlement to guarantee the 
long-term future of the guard. 

Kirklees Unison 
officers suspended
THE KIRKLEES branch of 
the Unison union was put 
into regional supervision on 
Monday. Branch secretary 
Paul Holmes was suspended 
by his employer.

Paul was also suspended 
by Unison under its “Rule I” 
alongside chair Nick Ruff and 
assistant branch secretary 
Cath Kinder. 

Rule I has been used in the 
past against left wingers in 
the union.

Keep the Overground 
ticket offices open
WORKERS ON the London 
Overground are set to start 
a strike ballot over plans to 
slash station ticket offices. 

Members of the RMT union 
were to begin voting on Friday 
this week on whether to fight 
the “all-out assault on ticket 
offices”. Arriva Rail London, 
which runs the network, 
wants to close most offices 
except between 7.30am-10am, 
Monday to Friday. 

The ballot is set to close on 
19 December. Workers should 
vote Yes to fight these plans. 

 Heating up at Bristol 
tumble dryer plant
BOSSES AT the Whirlpool 
factory in Bristol are in a spin 
after workers announced plans 
to hold two 24-hour walkouts.

Unite union members at 
the tumble dryer plant were 
set to strike on Thursday  
12 December and 6 January.

They are demanding a pay 
increase of £1.25 an hour, 
which would take their hourly 
rate up to £10 an hour. 

Vote over pay fight  
at Electric Mountain 
THE UNITE union has begun 
balloting for strikes at the 
First Hydro power plants in 
Dinorwig and Ffestiniog in 
north Wales.

The ballot over pay ends on 
9 December. Daryl Williams, 
Unite regional officer, said, 
“This ballot is a clear sign that 
our members’ patience with 
the company has run out.”

 Bradford’s angry library 
workers won’t be silent
LIBRARY AND museum 
workers in West Yorkshire 
began a five-day walkout on 
Monday of this week. 

It is the longest period of 
industrial action in the Unite 
union members’ dispute 
against damaging cuts.

Labour-run Braford council 
wants to push through around 
£2 million of cuts by 2020-21.

Workers mounted picket 
lines outside Ilkley library 
on Monday. The industrial 
action includes walkouts at 
specific libraries on Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

Workers at all 14 sites held 
united action on Tuesday—and 
were set to do the same again 
on Friday.

Mark Martin, a Unite 
regional officer, said, “The 
public is strongly backing 
our campaign. We receive 
completed petition sheets 
every day from the public. 

“We know that more than 
100 members of the public 
have sent letters to their local 
councillors calling for the 
council to get back round the 

table and to stop cuts to the 
service.

He added, “People have 
stopped to talk to the pickets 
and brought warm drinks for 
them. 

“We are grateful to people 
for keeping up the pressure on 
their councillors.” 

“However, we are still 
deeply disappointed at the 
stubborn refusal of the 
council bosses to enter into 
constructive negotiations.”

Meanwhile, library workers 
in Bromley, south east London, 
need solidarity.

The Unite union members 
have been on all-out strike 
against job cuts since June. 

Trade unionists should 
raise money for the workers 
in workplaces and union 
branches.
lDonate to the Bromley strike 
fund—account name Bromley 
Unite LE/531, account number 
20272821, sort code 60-83-01

TRADE UNIONISTS in Hackney, east London, last week supported a strike by drivers and 
escorts who take disabled children to and from school. The Unite union members are now 
re-balloting to continue their action Picture: Janis Krumins

HMRC workers’ fightback
WORKERS AT an HMRC tax 
office in west London were 
set to strike for two half days 
on Thursday of this week and 
Thursday of next week.

Members of the PCS union 
in Ealing are fighting to stop 
redundancies following the 
planned closure of their office. 

Many say they will be 
forced to take redundancy if 
bosses relocate their workplace 
to a new site in either Stratford 
or Croydon.

Bosses had previously 
agreed to give workers 
“flexible working” hours to 
manage commuting time, 
following strikes earlier this 
year. But PCS says they have 
dropped this promise.

Strikers were set to walk 
out of work at 12 noon on 
Thursday for a rally.
lSupport the strikers’ rally, 
Thu 5 December, 12 noon 
International House, 7 High 
Street, Ealing, W5 5DJ

nOUTSOURCED cleaners 
at HMRC tax offices in 

Liverpool and Bootle began 
their second three‑day 
strike in two weeks on 
Monday of this week.

The members of the PCS 
union are demanding bosses 
at private contractor ISS pay 
them a wage of £10 an hour. 
They also want equivalent 
conditions to workers 
employed directly by HMRC.

It followed another three 
day strike on Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday of 
last week, which finished 
with a rally in Liverpool.

ISS bosses have refused to 
listen to workers’ demands, 
after strikes in July, August 
and September.

nWORKERS AT the 
Wallace Collection art 
gallery in central London 
were set to protest for a 
living wage as Socialist 
Worker went to press.

Members of the PCS union 
are fighting against what they 
call a “derisory” pay offer of 
just a 1.5 percent rise.

DRIVERS CIVIL SERVICE

HEALTH LOCAL GOVERNMENT

LIBRARIES AND MUSEUMS

Picketing in Shipley last month                      Picture: Neil terry

ABOUT 70 health visitors in 
Lincolnshire are continuing 
their near month-long strike 
in a continuing dispute over 
pay and standards.

The strike by members of 
the Unite union began on  
18 November and is set to 
continue until 13 December.

The union said workers 
were significantly worse off 
since being transferred from 
the NHS in 2017.

According to the union, 
some workers stood to lose 
£150,000 over the duration 
of their careers due to a 
two-tier grading system 
introduced by the Tory-led 
authority.

This, it said, discriminated 
against some staff by placing 
them in the lower pay band 
and limiting their chances 
of progression, despite 
them having the same 
qualifications as those in the 
higher tier.

Steve Syson, regional 
officer for the union, said 
workers stuck in the lower 
tier would be £4,000 worse 
off a year
lTweet solidarity to  
@UniteEastMids

WORKERS WHO grit 
roads in west Wales 
have voted to strike.

Over 75 percent of GMB 
union members working for 
Carmarthenshire council 
highways department backed 
action. 

Unison members also 
voted Yes and Unite members 
are expected to support 
strikes too. 

There has been a 
long‑running dispute between 
unions and the council over 
rates of pay for staff carrying 
out winter gritting duties.

Over 80 workers could 
strike if all three unions back 
industrial action.

The GMB said strikes 
could mean “a blanket ban 
on winter gritting duties” 
causing roads across south 
Wales to “grind to a halt”.

The union said 
Carmarthenshire had “some 
of the worst terms and 
conditions” for gritting staff.

 True grit in 
Carmarthen

Support prisoners during the holiday season by sending a letter
AS THE holiday season 
approaches, Socialist 
Worker asks readers to 
write to political prisoners 
and those who have 
suffered at the hands of the 
system.
When you write to 
prisoners, enclose a 
stamped addressed 
envelope so they can reply.

Justice for the Craigavon Two
Brendan McConville  
Roe 4 C7604
HMP Maghaberry, 
Old Road,

Upper Ballinderry, Lisburn
BT28 2PT
 
John Paul Wootton
HMP Maghaberry 
Old Road,
Upper Ballinderry, Lisburn
BT28 2PT
is.gd/PozCMk 

Ross MacPherson   
A6791AD
HMP Woodhill
V2 Tattenhoe St
Milton Keynes 
MK4 4DA
is.gd/c20ZZA

Wang Yam     
A5928AL, 
HMP Lowdham Grange, 
Old Epperstone Road, 
Lowdham, NG14 7DA
is.gd/Vnx1rw
 
Richard Southern
HMP Berwyn, Bridge Road
Wrexham Industrial Estate
Wrexham, LL13 9QE
is.gd/DCfkrQ 
 
Julian Assange
A9379AY HMP Belmarsh,
Western Way, London 
SE28 0EB

Kevan Thakrar    
A4907AE, HMP Full Sutton
Stamford Bridge, YO41 1PS
justiceforkevan.org

John Bowden
A5026DM, HMP Warren Hill
Grove Road
Hollesley, Woodbridge
IP12 3BF
is.gd/8vdNcT
 
Justice for Birmingham Four
Naweed Ali A0531CJ,  
HMP Frankland
Brasside, Durham
DH1 5YD

Mohibur Rahman
A3480AZ,  
HMP Frankland
Brasside, Durham, DH1 5YD

Khobaib Hussain
A0537CJ, HMP Long Lartin
South Littleton, Evesham 
WR11 8TZ

Tahir Aziz   
A8301DV, HMP Whitemoor
Long Hill Road, March, PE15 
0PR
mojuk.org.uk/Orphans/
brumfour.html and 
is.gd/2k4mEg
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 East London college  
 strike over low pay 
by SADIE ROBINSON 

WORKERS AT the Tower 
Hamlets branch of New City 
College began a two-day 
strike over pay and condi-
tions on Tuesday. 

The UCU union said their 
pay has dropped by a quar-
ter in the last decade, after 
bosses failed to make decent 
pay offers. 

They have now been 
offered 2 percent—but it 
doesn’t make up for what 
workers have lost. And union 
members want the lowest 
paid to get more.

W o r k e r s  a l s o  w a n t 
action on rising workloads,  
improvements to contracts 
and formal recognition for 
unions.

Rewarded 
UCU rep Richard told 
Social ist  Worker,  “The  
2  percent  means  the  
highest earner gets £3,500 
and the lowest gets £350. So 
the principal has rewarded 
the highest paid more. 

“If he paid every post an 
extra £1,000 it would cost 
the same but would boost 
the lowest paid more. One 
demand is that we want him 
to remodel the pay award.”

UCU rep Ian added, “Our 
campus got the best exam 
results across all the cam-
puses at New City College. 

“But we’re not being 
rewarded for it.”

Anne, a special needs 

teacher ,  to ld Social is t 
Worker, “I’ve got several 
qualifications in special needs 
and they say I’m valued. 

“But I’ve worked in educa-
tion for 25 years and I can’t 
afford to buy a house.”

Ian said that new contracts 
at the college mean that 
newer staff have even worse 
conditions. “New starters 
have lost a week’s holiday on 
the new contracts,” he said. 

“They are also bringing 
in performance-related pay. 

We worry that it could mean 
people don’t get automatic 
pay increments.”

Workers have been hit 
by cuts elsewhere, the 
rising cost of living and the  
housing crisis. 

The UCU says teachers 
in schools earn over £7,000 
more than those in colleges.

Workers at the colleges 
have held six days of strikes 
already this year as part of 
the dispute. 

Some 90 percent backed 

further strikes in a ballot in 
September.

Richard said workers have 
voted in favour of taking 
up to 14 days of escalating 
strikes, starting with this 
week’s walkouts.

A deal at Capital City 
College Group last year saw 
workers win an above-infla-
tion rise of 5 percent, plus 
improvements to contracts. It 
followed eight days of strikes. 

The money’s there to pay 
workers more.

DISTRIBUTION 

Union holds Black Friday 
protests against Amazon 
THE GMB union held 
Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday protests at several 
Amazon sites in anger at 
the “appalling” treatment of 
workers.

Centres targeted included 
Bolton, Manchester, 
Warrington, Rugeley, 
Coalville, Peterborough, 
Newport and Sheffield and 
the London headquarters on 
Friday last week or Monday 
this week.

The GMB said it wanted 
to talk to workers about 
their conditions—and that 
the GMB was there for 
them. It said, “Amazon 

workers in fulfilment 
centres are breaking bones, 
being knocked unconscious 
and taken away in 
ambulances. 

“Pregnant women 
workers report being 
treated appallingly.”

Amazon has been 
accused this week of 
avoiding enough tax to pay 
for nearly 2,400 nurses. 

The GMB estimated 
Amazon should have paid 
£103 million in corporation 
tax last year. But its biggest 
business in Britain, Amazon 
UK Services, paid  
£14 million.

United action for equality
UNIVERSITY WORKERS in 
central London have called 
the “first ever combined 
strike of directly employed 
and outsourced workers 
in the history of higher 
education” on Wednesday.  

Around 300 cleaners, 
porters, security guards and 
other support staff, who 
are outsourced to Axis and 
Sodexo, are demanding that 
the university takes them 
back in house. 

The IWGB union members 
will be joined by UCU union 
members who are holding 
the last day of a round of 
eight days of strikes.

Maritza Castillo Calle, 
IWGB University of 
London branch chair, said, 
“Outsourcing forces us to 
work sick and injured, to 
work all our lives and still 
retire in poverty.

“For decades UCL has 
treated its majority migrant 

and BAME outsourced 
workers like second class 
citizens, condemning them 
to a system of bullying and 
discrimination.

“By voting overwhelmingly 
in favour of strikes, UCL’s 
outsourced workers have 
sent the university a clear 
message. They will no longer 
stand for half measures and 
endless delays, they want 
equality and justice and they 
want it now.”

A statement from the 
IWGB said, “At UCL we 
will be making history by 
combining the struggles 
of workers across the 
workforce. 

“It is one of the richest 
universities in the world, yet 
for years they have exploited 
both their directly employed 
and outsourced workers.

“We are one university 
and one workforce and we 
demand justice.”

STRIKERS AT Tower Hamlets college are angry over pay and contracts          Picture: Guy Smallman

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 

HIGHER EDUCATION 

Cleaners at UCL university during a walkout last month

Fight not over after deal
UNISON UNION members at 
the University of Birmingham 
have voted to accept an 
improved pay offer and end a 
dispute that has seen six days 
of strikes.

The offer equates to a  
4.85 percent increase for those 
on the lowest pay such as 
cleaners and caterers. 

They will now be paid a 
minimum of £9.44 an hour. 

Workers on higher bands, 
including security guards, 
administrators, supervisors and 
library assistants, will receive a 
rise of between 3 percent and 
4.73 percent. 

Mike Moore, the Unison 
union branch secretary, said, 
“We were tired of seeing our 
members’ pay cut in real terms 
with an employer that makes 
multimillion pound surpluses. 

“The determination and 

persistence of our members 
brought the university back to 
the negotiating table.”

The union branch admits 
that “the vote to end the 
dispute was difficult for many 
members, who highlighted 
the lower percentage rise for 
higher bands and the lack of 
a firm commitment to living 
wage accreditation”. 

Ioana Cerasella Chis, the 
Unison branch membership 
officer, said, “While this 
dispute has ended, this is only 
the beginning of our assiduous 
campaigning for equality, 
better pay, improved working 
conditions, and the end of 
outsourcing on our campus.”

“The enormous effort 
put into this campaign has 
massively increased the 
strength of the branch. 

“Strikes work.” 

OUTSOURCING

UCU UNION members at 
Coventry university began a 
two-day strike on Tuesday. 

The walkout follows three 
days of strikes in November 
in a row over a new appraisal 
process.

Workers say the process 
makes it harder for them 
to get pay rises that staff at 
other institutions receive. 

Instead of adopting a 
national system for pay 
rises that the majority of 
universities use, Coventry 
university has imposed its 
own.

The union says this makes 
workers “jump through 
unnecessary hoops” to get 
annual incremental pay 
awards.

COVENTRY 

SCHOOLS 

Strikers say no to school 
bullies at St Catherine’s
NEU UNION members at  
St Catherine’s School for Girls 
struck on Tuesday of last week 
in a row over bullying. 

It was the latest walkout in 
a series of escalating strikes 
that began on 30 October.

Workers at the Bexleyheath 
school in south east London 
say the head teacher has 
targeted union activists and 
banned union meetings.

In a statement, the union 
said that an NEU rep at the 
school was “unfairly suspended 
based on a fake allegation” in 
June. “The member of staff 
concerned was suspended 
for four and a half weeks 
and reinstated with no case 
to answer,” it continued. 

“Suspension is a potentially 
career-damaging action and 
the union believe it has been 
used by the school to bully 
staff into silence.”

The NEU said that a “culture 
of fear” exists at the school. 

It said the head teacher and 
chair of governors have written 
to parents five times, attacking 
school staff. 

It said this is “indicative of 
the bullying behaviour of the 
leadership of the school”.

Greenwich & Bexley TUC 
has appealed for supporters to 
invite strikers into their union 
meetings to build solidarity for 
the dispute. 
lSend messages of support to 
michael.gavan@neu.org.uk
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DOZENS OF strikers picketed Waterloo station in central London on Monday  Pictures: Guy smallman

 TRAIN STRIKERS  
 SHOW UP TORIES
by SARAH BATES

HUNDREDS OF train guards 
began a huge programme 
of  str ikes on Monday 
against unsafe and unfair 
cost-cutting measures that 
jeopardise safety and their 
jobs.

W o r k e r s  o n  S o u t h 
Western Railway (SWR) are 
set to strike for 27 days in 
December, effectively paralys-
ing large parts of the network. 

The only days not included 
in the walkout are 25 and 
26 December, when trains 
aren’t due to run, and elec-
tion day—12 December. 
These breaks won’t allow the 
 timetable to return to normal. 

Driver
Workers in the RMT union 
are 25 months into industrial 
action after bosses tried to 
roll out driver only operated 
(DOO) trains. 

Strikers are asking for 
cast-iron assurances from 
SWR bosses that any DOO 
services would still run with 
a guard on board who is 
safety-trained. 

Dozens of strikers staged 
a picket outside Waterloo 

station on Monday, with 
other depots also targeted. 
“People are pissed off—this 
strike is what our members 
are telling us they want,” 
RMT regional organiser 
Eddie Dempsey told Socialist 
Worker. 

“They’re upset and they’re 
making it known through 
the strength of their feel-
ing—picket lines are getting 
bigger. 

“Ultimately we’ve got to 
find a settlement, but that’s 
on the company—this strike 
will be called off as soon as 
we get a deal.”

Some passengers showed 
their support for the strikes 
on social media. Whatever 
the inconvenience now, they 
want a safe and accessible 
railway.

The dispute currently rests 
on what safety responsibility 
a second member of staff on 
board would have.

Mick Cash, RMT gen-
eral secretary, said that the 
move “reduces the second 
person on the train to little 
more than a passenger in the 
longer term”.

He argued that this “could 
give the company the option 
of axing them all together at 

some point down the line. The 
stakes could not be higher.” 
SWR, which is owned by First 
Western, has reached agree-
ments in the past but reneged 
on promises, forcing workers 
to take further action. 

Andy McDonald, Labour’s 
shadow transport secretary, 
backed the strike. He said 
that bosses “should have 
stuck to the agreement that 
had been reached”.

“If they would do what the 
other train operators have 

done and give that guaran-
tee and put those guards on 
the trains, this matter would 
be resolved immediately,” he 
said. 

Cash called on transport 
bosses to get back to talks 
“concentrating on reaching 
a negotiated settlement that 
is easily within grasp, which 
they committed to verbally in 
earlier talks and which would 
cost SWR nothing”.

Cash
The Tories are desperate to 
roll out DOO services and are 
backing up train firms with 
cold, hard cash. 

Under the terms of their 
franchise deals, transport 
companies are still paid by 
the Department for Transport 
even if strikes stop services. 

This arrangement means 
SWR will receive £86 million 
of public money for previous 
strikes, and the current phase 
of action. 

The union said this leaves 
transport bosses with little 
incentive to resolve the 
dispute. 

“They’re shelling out 
 taxpayers’ money to under-
write our strikes and to cover 
their losses—the Department 

for Transport is standing 
behind this process,” said 
Dempsey. And he argued 
that the dispute goes right to 
the heart of the scandal of rail 
privatisation.

“DOO is their answer, 
rather than admitting priva-
tisation is a complete failure,” 
he said. 

“They’re seeking to under-
cut safety and staffing levels 
to make it more profitable 
and cheaper to run so they 
can say privatisation works. 

“But it doesn’t work. We’re 
spending four times as much 
now on public subsidies for 
the railways as we did under 
Britain Rail. 

“This is a way of justifying 
their ideological commitment 
to privatisation.”

The DOO debacle shows 
the lows that the Tory govern-
ment and rail firms will stoop 
to to smash jobs. 

The whole rail network 
should be renationalised to 
guarantee a service run for all. 

Until then, workers should 
keep up the pressure to 
demand a safe and accessi-
ble service for all.
Join the main London picket 
at Waterloo, every strike day 
6am-10am

Guards want cast-iron guarantees on their jobs

The whole rail 
network should 
be nationalised 
to guarantee a 
service for all

‘‘ 


	07.pdf
	_GoBack
	_GoBack


