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On the streetslat work
lin schools and colleges

ENVIRONMENT

Wave of protests 
in Madrid for 
climate talks
THE STREETS of Madrid 
were filled with defiant scenes 
last week as hundreds of 
thousands of campaigners 
protested outside climate talks.

An estimated 500,000 
people demonstrated.

They want politicians to 
take drastic action to limit 
temperature rises and deal 
with climate catastrophe. 
>>Page 7

MEDIA

Politics, bias 
and the media in 
the election
YOU KNOW something’s 
wrong at the BBC when 
even the right accuse 
it of being biased in 
favour of the Tories.

But it’s a bigger problem 
than just the BBC. 

The Tories by and large 
get an easier ride from the 
media because it’s owned by 
the rich.
>>Pages 14&15

NORTH AFRICA

Strikes and 
protests challenge 
Algeria vote
ALGERIAN WORKERS began 
a four-day general strike last 
Sunday over a fraudulent 
presidential election 
scheduled for this week. 

There have been protests 
for the last 42 weeks across 
Algeria demanding regime 
change. 
>>Page 8
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lA FOUR year old boy was forced 
to spend the night sleeping on 

the floor of a hospital in Leeds due 
to lack of beds.

Jack Williment-Barr was admit-
ted for suspected pneumonia. 

His mother Sarah Williment said 
he was in Leeds General Infirmary 
for 13 and a half hours before 
being given a bed.

 As cop hearing begins, Alfie  
 Meadows demands justice
A POLICE officer who 
allegedly hit a student in 
the head with a baton dur-
ing protests in December 
2010 faces a disciplinary 
hearing.

Alfie Meadows was hospi-
talised after being hit during 
protests in central London 
against increased tuition 
fees. 

He needed emergency sur-
gery after suffering a brain 
bleed, and doctors told his 
parents that he could die.

The Independent Office for 
Police Conduct (IOPC) iden-
tified Detective Constable 
Mark Alston as the officer 
who hit Alfie.

Alfie was acquitted of 
charges of violent disorder 
following three attempted 
trials. 

City of London Police had 
initially “determined that DC 
Alston had no case to answer 

over misconduct”. When the 
IOPC said proceedings should 
go ahead, City of London 
Police tried to launch a judi-
cial review, saying the deci-
sion was “irrational”.

High Court judges threw 
out the application in October 
last year.

Alston then argued that 
a hearing would be “unfair” 

due to the passage of time 
since the incident. A panel 
rejected his application.

Alston is accused of the 
unreasonable use of a baton 
and causing serious injury to 
Alfie.

He was accused of using 
his baton “in a violent, 
uncontrolled and danger-
ous manner”. A statement 

submitted on Alston’s behalf 
said he accepted he wielded 
his baton but “denies that it 
was in a violent, uncontrolled 
and dangerous manner”.

He also denies hitting Alfie 
Meadows.

The hearing heard last 
week that Alfie was near a 
police line during protests 
but was “not doing anything 
in particular” and was seen 
“backing away” at points in 
footage.

Alfie said, “After nearly 
dying at the hands of the 
police on a protest against 
tuition fees and auster-
ity in 2010 I have had to 
wait almost a decade for 
accountability. 

“This delay to justice is an 
experience shared by many 
who have suffered state 
violence, and raises seri-
ous questions about police 
accountability.”

lFACEBOOK IS investigating after an 
anonymous page spent over £14,000 

on ads attacking Jeremy Corbyn.
The Capitalist Worker page is 

outraged at Labour’s plans to push 
back attacks on union rights and 
nationalise industries in particular.

One irate post read, “Britain will be 
brought to a standstill by Jeremy Corbyn 
and his trade unionist government!”

 New challenge over  
 Mark Duggan death
HUMAN rights 
investigators are 
challenging an official 
report into the 2011 police 
shooting of Mark Duggan. 

The investigators say 
a virtual model of the 
shooting shows that its 
main conclusion is wrong.

Police shot Duggan 
dead in Tottenham, 
north London, in August 
2011, sparking riots. 

The police watchdog 
found that Duggan was 
most likely shot while 
holding a gun.

Professor Eyal 
Weizman from the 
Forensic Architecture 
research group 
said, “We found 
that the 

conclusion that Mark 
Duggan held the gun in his 
hand and threw it when 
he was shot is incorrect.”

An inquest jury in 
January 2014 found the 
shooting to be lawful. 

The cops’ watchdog 
cleared the officer 
who shot Duggan of 
any wrongdoing.

The Metropolitan Police 
gave tens of thousands 

of pounds to 
Duggan’s family. 

There was 
no DNA from 
Duggan on 
the gun.

Weizman said, 
“We think that the 

right thing is for this 
case to be reopened.”

Balls relieve stress 
of cuts to the cops
COPS complain that they 
are strapped for cash. 

Yet police and 
crime commissioners 
(PCCs) have spent 
over £250,000 on 
branded merchandise to 
promote themselves. 

Stress balls, lip balms 
and sunglasses are 
among the goodies that 
PCCs have splashed the 
cash on. Other items 
include furry cops.

A Freedom of 
Information request 
found that PCCs in 
England and Wales 
spent £253,000 
on branded 
merchandise 
since 2012. 
And the real 

figure will be higher 
as three of the 40 
PCCs didn’t respond.

Hampshire lavished 
£51,452 on goods, 
including £7,278 
on stress balls. 

Avon and Somerset 
PCC Sue Mountstevens 
spent £15,281, including 
£232 on Tardis prints 
and models. 

Last year she 
whined about police 
funding cuts 

claiming, “There 
is no muscle, 
there is no fat, 

we’re now into 
the bone. 

“It’s really, 
really 
difficult.”

Where did Priti 
Patel get her 
figures from?
TORY HOME secretary 
Priti Patel wheeled out 
very specific threats in 
the run-up to Thursday’s 
general election. 

Patel wrote in the Daily 
Telegraph that a Labour 
government “could mean 
882 more firearms and 
8,596 more offensive 
weapons on our streets”. 

The Tories claimed this 
could mean up to 4,000 
more violent assaults 
a year and 52 more 
murders.

When asked where 
Patel got her figures from, 
Tory leader Boris Johnson 
couldn’t say.

A familiar font for ‘Capitalist Worker’

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Grim vision of 
Marxist Britain’
The Sun spreads panic about a 
Corbyn election victory

‘A Corbyn 
premiership 
would be 
peacetime 
Britain’s darkest 
day’
The Sun on a Corbyn win

‘The man who 
would destroy 
Britain’
The Sun describes Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn

‘The most 
dangerous man 
ever to stand 
for high office in 
Britain’
The Sun continues

‘Let antisemitism 
be Corbyn’s 
epitaph’
The Daily Mail hopes smears 
will finish off Corbyn

‘Hurrah for the 
blackshirts’
A Mail headline in 1934

‘Romance will 
bloom across 
the whole nation 
once we get 
Brexit done’
Boris Johnson on the impact 
of Brexit

TOFF OF 
THE WEEK
Boris Johnson
Highest earning MP
lJohnson made nearly 
£800,000 in second 
jobs, royalties and 
speaking fees in the last 
parliament
lAnd the figure was 
just for 13 months of the 
30-month parliament
lHis total earnings was 
nearly £1 million
lAs prime minister he 
gets £13,166 a month, 
and has said it’s not 
enough to live on
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ALFIE MEADOWS could have died after being injured on a protest

A furry cop

Stop press---
royals drink a 
lot at Xmas

THE ROYALS spend 
Chrirstmas drinking and 
eating a lot, a Daily Mail 
article has “revealed”. 

The right wing paper 
relished telling readers 
how prince Philip makes 
“very strong” cocktails 
and the royals stay up 
until 3am singing and 
drinking.

Apparently the queen 
likes to drink a martini. 
And on Christmas Eve, 
they have a six-course 
candlelit dinner with the 
menu in French.

And they like to play 
games and give each 
other presents.

In case you were 
desperate to know.

Mark Duggan



Schools 
‘crumbling’
NEARLY ONE in five school 
buildings in England require 
urgent repairs, leading 
to warnings that they are 
“crumbling around teachers 
and pupils”.

Almost 4,000 schools 
across the country have 
been judged by surveyors 
to be in need of immediate 
restoration work. 

Many more were found 
not to have the paperwork 
required by law, including 
electrical test certificates, 
fire risk assessments or 
asbestos management plans.

Some 17 percent were 
found to have buildings with 
“elements”, such as a roof, 
wall or window deemed 
in need of immediate 
replacement or repair.

The figures are revealed 
in data gathered through 
a government programme 
to assess the condition of 
England’s schools estate.

Police 
examine 
test body
POLICE HAVE launched a 
fraud probe into Scotland’s 
national examination body 
after allegations of “financial 
irregularities” involving a six-
figure sum.

The Scottish Qualifications 
Authority (SQA) confirmed 
officers were investigating 
one claim of misconduct 
involving funds in their latest 
accounts. Two other similar 
allegations are being dealt 
with internally.

It comes a few months 
after senior executives were 
criticised for spending more 
than £17,000 of taxpayer 
money on a lavish trip to 
Saudi Arabia.

 Revealed—shocking scale  
 of child homelessness
by GABBY THORPE

AT LEAST 135,000 children will 
be homeless by Christmas—the 
highest in 12 years, according to a 
report by housing charity Shelter.

Shelter’s Generation Homeless 
report estimated that 183 children 
lose their homes per day. That’s one 
every eight minutes.

And it means that around 2,379 
children will become homeless 
between the general election on  
12 December and Christmas Day.

Tory chancellor Sajid Javid 
claimed that homelessness has fallen 
50 percent since the Tories came into 
office. 

Yet the number of children living 
in temporary accommodation has 
risen by 80 percent since 2010. 

And the number of homeless 
children in London has risen  
by 33 percent since 2014. 

Child  homelessness has risen 28 
percent in Wales since 2015. And in 
Scotland there has been a rise of 64 
percent. 

The report says homeless families 
are forced to stay in cramped condi-
tions—most of the time sharing one 
room in a B&B. Accommodation is 
often far away from school, family 
and friends. 

Horror
Will, a ten year old interviewed for 
Shelter’s report, said, “Life in the B&B 
is horrible, it’s worse than being in 
a real life horror film. You can’t do 
much, you can’t play much. I don’t 
get to play that often.

“We moved here in September, 
and they said we were going to stay 
for six weeks. Then they told us we 
were going to stay for two more, then 
they told us it will be another week, 
then another one.”

Some children are stuck in tem-
porary accommodation for a year 
or more. And the only alternative 

that councils offer is the suggestion 
that families rent privately. Shelter 
chief executive Polly Neate said the 
figures revealed by the report were 
“scandalous” and a “sharp reminder 
that political promises about tackling 
homelessness must be turned into 
real action”. 

“Day in, day out we see the devas-
tating impact the housing emergency 
is having on children,” she said.

“They are living in cold, cramped 
B&Bs and going to bed at night scared 
by the sound of strangers outside.”

The report highlighted factors such 
as cuts to housing and welfare for the 
surge in numbers. 

The extortionate costs of private 
rents and endless waiting lists for 
social housing mean that the num-
bers are set to climb even higher. It 

comes at the same time as a Channel 
4 Dispatches programme showed 
the reality of children growing up in 
poverty. 

The number of families living 
below the poverty line is set to rise 
to five million by 2020. 

Labour’s shadow housing min-
ister John Healey responded to the 
report saying, “Rising homelessness 
is a direct result of decisions made 
by the Tories—slashing investment in 
new low-cost homes, refusing to help 
private renters and making huge cuts 
to housing benefit and homelessness 
services.”

The way to end child  homelessness 
is to stop to cruel benefit cuts 
and launch a mass council house  
building programme, making hous-
ing  available to everyone.

WILL SAYS living in a B&B is ‘worse than a horror film’  

Sajid Javid boasted about homelessness

IN THIS WEEK

 1995
Riots break out in 
south London
YOUNG PEOPLE fought 
cops in Brixton after a 
death in custody. 

The 13 December riot 
lasted for almost a full 
day following a picket of 
Brixton police station.

Wayne Douglas, 26, 
died in the station the 
week before.

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5607 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

I am a proud supporter of 
Socialist Worker. I see it at 
the heart of every struggle for 
social justice such as against 
racism, climate change and 
for the rights of all workers. 
In 2018 Socialist Worker 
showed continuous support 

for activists during UCU’s 
unprecedented 14 days of 
strikes for pension rights. 
All activists should consider 
the value of Socialist Worker 
and support it.
Nita Sanghera — 
UCU vice president (PC)

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker is the voice of people 
fighting for a better world. It dispels the 
racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes, 
protests and pickets that can beat back 
the bosses and bigots. We are asking 
everyone who enjoys Socialist Worker 
to donate as much as they can and 
help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£96,301
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Sturgeon shows it’s not 
all caviar with the SNP
AFTER THE British 
general election, there 
is likely to be continu-
ing turmoil in Scotland.

T h e  S c o t t i s h 
National Party (SNP) 
was set to win a major-
ity of Scottish seats. 

Labour’s campaign, 
refusing to accept the 
right of Scottish people 
to have a referendum 
on independence, left 
it third in the opinion 
polls.

SNP first minister 
Nicola Sturgeon reit-
erated this week that 
another independence 
referendum should be 
held within a year.

But the Tories said 
they definitely wouldn’t 
allow one, with the 
Scottish Conservative 
manifesto named “No 
to Indyref2”.

Concede 
Labour said it would 
not concede one for 
several years.

But Sturgeon has not 
moved from narrow 
constitutionalism. 

She said last week, 
“I am in the business 
of winning Scottish 
independence, not 
just having a referen-
dum to make a point 
or have a gesture.  

“No matter how dif-
f i cu l t  th i s  seems  
sometimes, you have 
to have a process that 
is legal, that is constitu-
tional and that is capa-
ble of being accepted 
not just within the UK 
but within the EU.

“For those who want 
Scotland to become 
independent that, at 
times, can feel like a 
hard truth, but it is a 
truth nonetheless.”

So even if  par-
ties that back inde-
pendence won every 
seat, Sturgeon would 
stay implementing 

austerity, cuddling up 
to big business and 
begging Westminster 
to  a l low another 
referendum.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y 
Labour’s refusal to 
scrap Trident nuclear 
missiles and to back 
independence made it 
much harder to reveal 
the SNP’s weaknesses.

There will be major 
mob i l i s a t i ons  f o r 
Scottish independence 
in the near future. 

They have to be 
linked to a fighting 
anti-austerity, anti-rac-
ist politics.

SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon has played to the left 

Resist racist Nigel Farage’s 
fake anti-establishment act
NIGEL Farage’s Brexit 
Party went into this 
Thursday’s general 
election in turmoil, 
running at just  
3 percent in opinion 
polls. 

Just a week 
before the election 
three party MEPs, 
Annunziata  
Rees-Mogg, Lance 
Forman and Lucy 
Harris, resigned from 
the party to back the 
Tories instead.

Rees-Mogg said, 
“The Conservatives 
are the only option for 
Brexit supporters and 
democrats alike.”

MEP John 
Longworth had been 
sacked the day 
before for “repeatedly 
undermining” Farage’s 
election strategy. 

He had wanted 
the Brexit Party to 
withdraw from even 
more seats.

Farage already 
withdrew 317 

candidates early in 
the campaign, to 
boost the Tory vote, 
infuriating many 
candidates and Brexit 
Party supporters.

But Farage’s appeal 
for the Tories to 
withdraw from Labour-
held constituencies 
fell flat. He lashed out, 
claiming the Tories 
were splitting the 
Leave vote. 

Farage appeared 
to be floundering as 
the general election 
loomed closer. 

He had no answers 
when confronted 
with the fact that 
a number of Brexit 
Party candidates have 
made Islamophobic 
comments.

But the Brexit Party 
pulled big crowds with 
rallies across Britain 
earlier in the year. 
In May’s European 
elections, the Brexit 
Party won the most 
seats. 

Farage can still 
tap into widespread 
discontent with an out 
of touch political class 
and the ongoing saga 
of Brexit.

He doesn’t expect 
to retire any time 
soon. On the contrary, 
Farage has unveiled 
plans to rebrand his 
party as the Reform 
Party after the 
election. 

The failure of the 
mainstream parties 
to deliver for ordinary 
people will continue to 
create space for more 
right wing groups to 
get a hearing. 
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 Take action  
 to stop cuts,  
 racism and  
 the climate  
 catastrophe
by NICK CLARK 

WE HAVE to go out and fight. 
Socialist Worker went to press 
before the general election took 
place on Thursday. 

But what was clear was that  
millions of people would vote for 
what Labour’s manifesto promised—
real change.

They voted for a party that 
promised a million climate jobs in 
“green” industries, an end to the 
hated Universal Credit benefit and 
100,000 new council homes. 

None of that anger or desire 
for change will go away after the 
general election. Neither will all the 
right wing forces who want to crush 
it and hold it back.

It’s worth remembering how 
much things have changed in the 
past few years. Before Jeremy 
Corbyn became Labour leader, the 
idea that a party  with left wing poli-
cies could mount a serious challenge 
was thought laughable. That feels a 
long time ago now.

That’s because Corbynism tapped 
into something in Britain that exists 
all over the world.

D e e p - s e a t e d  f r u s t r a t i o n 
after decades of falling wages, 
unemployment or crap jobs, rising 
prices, and privatised public services 
run down for profit. 

Hatred of the elite that got rich off 
all that, and mistrust of the politi-
cians and experts who told us it was 
the only way.

It’s the same feeling that lies 
behind revolts in countries right 

across the world—from Chile in 
South America to Iran in the Middle 
East. It would be a crime if the left 
squandered that feeling in Britain by 
resting on our laurels, or digging in 
to fight internal battles in the Labour 
Party.

The first thing to do after the 
election is to get on the streets. If 
Labour wins, we want to be celebrat-
ing—and gearing up for the battles 
to come. 

If Boris Johnson gets back in we 
want to be raging—even rioting—at 
the prospect of just one more day of 
Tory rule.

And whatever the outcome of the 
election, there will be battles that we 
all need to get behind.

One is the strike by guards on South 
Western Railway, who have been  
fighting for years to save their jobs. 

Frustration 
Another big one is the fight by 
university workers to defend their 
pensions, and win better wages for 
the lowest paid.

They are battles that should reso-
nate with workers in every industry 
who’ve faced similar attacks.

Then there is the movement over 
climate change. The outcome of the 
election won’t affect the fact that we 
desperately need system change—
an end to capitalism—to avoid a  
climate catastrophe.

The climate movement led 
by striking school students and 
Extinction Rebellion has to keep 
going—and growing.

These are the struggles we have 
to build and spread.

THERE WERE big protests in the wake of the last general election  Picture: Guy Smallman

Antisemitism is a real danger—it 
comes from the right not the left
RIGHT WINGERS will continue to 
use accusations of antisemitism 
against the left after the general 
election. 

On Sunday Labour’s John 
McDonnell said he feared the issue 
of antisemitism would affect the 
outcome of the election. He also 
apologised for “the suffering we’ve 
inflicted” on Jewish people.

It was effectively a concession 
to the accusation that Labour  
is responsible for causing and 
spreading antisemitism. Underlying 
the accusations is the argument 
that Jeremy Corbyn’s left wing 
politics encourages antisemitism. 

Statements 
Statements from 70 former and 
serving Labour staff, compiled 
by the Jewish Labour Movement 
(JLM), were leaked to the Sunday 
Times newspaper.

Its claims were reported as 
fact despite a statement from 
Labour that said the leak “includes 
baseless assumptions about current 
staff’s workload and the untrue 
allegations about outstanding 
cases”. The JLM statement claimed 

that Corbyn’s office believed in a 
“Jewish conspiracy” and said that 
Labour “ignored” and “normalised”  
antisemitism. 

Many of the claims rest on 
Corbyn’s support for Palestinians. 

The right wants to equate 
resistance to Israel, a boycott of 
its products, or criticism of its 
founding ideology Zionism, with 
attacks on Jewish people. It fought 
to make Labour adopt a definition 
of antisemitism that ruled out 

describing Israel as a racist state. 
A report by the Campaign 

Against Antisemitism (CAA) 
released last week said that 
“left wing antisemitism” was a 
bigger problem than right wing 
antisemitism. 

But it could only do that after 
describing certain opposition 
to Israel as “Anti-Zionist 
antisemitism,” by which it meant 
“hatred of Jews expressed in 
relation to the Jewish state.”

For instance, it said that 
disagreeing that “Israel makes a 
positive contribution to the world” 
was not in itself antisemitic. 

But it said it was “a good 
indicator of anti-Zionist antisemitic 
attitudes in general.”

The CAA was launched in 2014 
to oppose what it described as 
antisemitism on demonstrations in 
solidarity with Palestinians during 
Israel’s war on Gaza.

Right wingers want to use such 
accusations to discredit solidarity 
with Palestine and the left in 
general. Agreeing with them and 
apologising for it has helped them 
to do it.

Hungary’s antisemitic prime minister 
Victor Orban (left) with Boris Johnson 

Corbynism came from a widespread anger over austerity and the establishment

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

BREAK POWER OF RICH  
TO WIN REAL CHANGE

 T 
HE RULING class and 
its hangers on threw 
everything at Jeremy 
Corbyn in the run-up to 
the general election.

Right wing newspapers ran 
screaming front pages calling him a 
Marxist who would wreck Britain. 

Bosses threatened to use their 
economic weight to sabotage a 
Labour government.

Billionaire founder of Phones4U 
John Caudwell said, “Nearly every 
wealthy person I know is thinking 
of leaving, including me, if Labour 
get in.” 

Meanwhile, the National Grid 
and SSE Energy set up offshore 
firms to avoid renationalisation 
under a Corbyn government.

The furious reaction gave a 
glimpse of how capitalist societies 
really work. 

We are told that we live in 
democracies where we all have a 
stake in the system and the state 
protects us all equally.

In fact, the system makes a tiny 
handful of people obscenely rich 
and powerful at our expense.

The state and its institutions—
the cops, judiciary, army and 
spooks—protect the smooth 
running of capitalism. 

They back up the unelected 

bosses, bankers, media chiefs and 
billionaires, who hold real power 
in society.

For all the talk of democracy, 
this ruling class will use its power 
to influence elections, undermine 
votes, destabilise and even 
overthrow governments.

Corbyn had proposed policies 
such as nationalising industries. 
This isn’t outlandish. Every major 
industry in Britain has been run by 
the state at some point. 

Yet the bosses howl at any 
suggestion that the current set-up 
could be tilted even a fraction in 
favour of ordinary people. 

This is because they know that 
any challenge to the status quo, 
however mild, can tap into a wider 

discontent and feed resistance.
Millions of people are 

disconnected and alienated from 
society because it doesn’t work 
for them, and not just in Britain. 

Across the world, mainstream 
parties are collapsing because they 
have made people’s lives worse.

Sometimes right wingers can 
gain from this. 

But there is also a wave of 
revolt—from Latin America to the 
Middle East—that is demanding 
radical changes. In France we’ve 
seen mass strikes and protests. 

Capitalism doesn’t just mean an 
elite getting richer while our lives 
get harder.  The drive for profit 
means our rulers repeatedly use 
racism and sexism to divide us. 

It means people starve while 
“too much” food is produced, 
and others are slaughtered in 
wars waged to protect our rulers’ 
interests. And it threatens climate 
catastrophe.

But working class people have 
the power and the numbers to 
take on the bosses and create a 
socialist system run for people not 
profit. 

To win a better world means 
focusing on resistance on the 
ground and being prepared to take 
on the ruling class.

A WARNING FROM SYDNEY
 SYDNEY WAS choking in 

smoke as Socialist Worker 
went to press on Tuesday. 

The Australian city was under 
a thick layer of smoke from 
encroaching bushfires.

Residents suffered air 
pollution 11 times higher than 
what is considered “hazardous” 
as firefighters battled high 
temperatures and heavy winds. 

Workers have battled huge 
blazes across the eastern states 
and in particular New South 
Wales for weeks.  Almost 100 fires 

burned in the state on Tuesday, 
with further infernos in Victoria 
and Queensland.  

Ambulances across Sydney 
were responding to 100 
respiratory callouts every day 
and residents were told to stay 
indoors.

Hot gusty winds and 40 degree 
temperatures make the fires very 
dangerous, as they spread quickly 
and are hard to contain.  

These conditions are occurring 
alongside a drought so severe that, 
unless summer rains fall soon, 

some towns will run out of water 
by January. 

Tory prime minister Scott 
Morrison has recommended 
residents should download an app 
that tracks the bush fires. 

This does nothing to address 
the underlying climate crisis that 
produces devastating extreme 
weather events. 

Australia should act as a fire 
alarm. 

It is experiencing a crisis that 
will affect us all unless we force 
our leaders to act. 

We are told  
that we live in 
democracies 
where we all have 
an equal say 

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 
CHARLIE KIMBER

 Build resistance as  
 recession risk grows
NEWS FROM the German economy last week sent a 
shiver through bosses across Europe.

Official figures showed Germany’s industrial sector is 
suffering its steepest downturn for a decade. Industrial 
output dropped 5.3 percent in October from the same month 
in 2018.

The news came after data published recently showing 
industrial orders fell sharply in October, and with most 
manufacturers expecting a further shrinkage in November.

The Financial Times reported, “The figures suggest 
that the two-year downturn in German manufacturing is 
nowhere near close to ending”. Indeed it’s getting worse in 
the country that is supposed to be the engine for European 
Union growth. 

Because the service sector continues to expand, the 
German economy as a whole is not in recession. But some 
sectors are already close to the edge.

The German car industry, which directly employs 830,000 
people, is certainly under pressure. Vehicle production in the 
country slumped 5.6 percent from September to October, 
taking the year-on-year decline to 14.4 percent. 

The bosses—just like those in Britain or the US—are going 
to make workers pay.

Last week the German automaker Audi announced 9,500 
job cuts over the next five years, with one out of every six 
workers losing their job. Volkswagen has eliminated 30,000 
jobs over the past three years, while increasing productivity 
by 25 percent over the same period.

In the components industry, Continental has announced 
plans to eliminate 20,000 jobs in the coming years. Bosch 
has already slashed 2,500 jobs in Germany this year and 
plans to cut a further 3,000 by 2022.

Manufacturing is in crisis worldwide. There has been 
a year-on-year fall in manufacturing output in Britain, 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, France, Germany, Greece, 
Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Portugal, South Korea, Turkey, 
and the US.

In addition a trade and technology war between the US 
and China is intensifying, destroying world trade growth.

Blow
Last Sunday the Chinese authorities instructed all 
government offices and public institutions to remove foreign 
computer equipment and software within three years. It was 
a devastating blow to firms such as HP, Dell and Microsoft. 

A decade on from the financial crisis, many economies 
teeter on the edge of recession. Even where there is growth it 
is anaemic. And its fruits are grabbed overwhelmingly by the 
very richest in society.

Another recession will intensify every political and social 
tension—often to explosive levels.

It is easy to imagine how the racists and the fascists will 
step up attempts to blame migrants, Muslims and black 
people as suffering intensifies. And they will be coming from 
a much more developed base than during the crisis of 2008.

But there will also be a space for bold responses by the 
left. The revolt in France now could be replicated in many 
other countries—including Britain. 

Some French unions are openly pointing to how the 
bosses have been bailed out. “In 2008 they found 400 billion 
to save the banks,” said one this week. “Withdraw the 
pension plan.”

There may not be a recession in the next few months. But 
when it comes, half-measures will not be nearly enough.

Whoever takes over in Downing Street will face strict 
limits laid down by the bosses who will be determined to 
restore profits at any cost.

Defending working class people will be impossible unless 
there is direct confrontation with the capitalists.

There would have to be public ownership under 
democratic control not just of utilities but of banks, pension 
funds and major firms in every sector.

Without this it will be impossible to defend jobs and living 
standards or to tackle climate change because investment 
will be controlled mostly by private firms. And they won’t 
invest unless they make profits.

None of the main parties went into the election with such 
a programme.

It will have to be developed from below.

STRIKING GUARDS on the picket line in Fratton    Picture Jon Woods

 Workers determined as rail  
 strikes enter second week 
by SARAH BATES

“WE’RE NOT giving up” 
was the defiant message 
from train strikers entering 
their second week of walk-
outs on Monday.

Hundreds of workers on 
the South Western Railway 
(SWR) are undertaking a 
mammoth 27 days of strikes 
this month against vicious 
attacks on their jobs and the 
service. 

SWR bosses and the 
Department for Transport 
want to introduce driver only 
operated (DOO) trains—and 
strikers are determined to 
stop them. 

They’ve mounted picket 
lines at depots across the net-
work, with dozens of workers 
outside London Waterloo on 
Monday morning. 

S t r iker  George  to ld 
Socialist Worker, “This isn’t 
about money, it’s for our jobs 
and the safety of the public.

Fighting
“We will carry on fighting 
however long it takes for the 
safety of passengers.”

Worker s  have  been  
battling for over two years 
against the rollout of DOO 
on SWR. 

It is part of a major assault 
on the railways, which saw 
six networks strike together 
in 2017. After years of strikes, 
agreements are being worked 
out on most networks. 

Strikers on SWR are 

“confused” about how a pre-
vious agreement, negotiated 
through the union and man-
agement, was reneged on. 

Workers think that the 
Tory government is piling 
pressure on SWR to pull back 
from a resolution that would 
see the safety-critical nature 
of their role unchanged.

Bosses are arguing that 
guard-operated doors take 
around three seconds longer 
to operate at each station. 

Striker Bill said bosses 
trying to axe seconds off 
“doesn’t take into account the 
wide range of people on the 

train”. “Disabled and elderly 
people might be getting off,” 
he said. “But it’s all about 
performance to the bosses.”

SWR bosses want a system 
where guards open the doors 
and drivers close them. 

But workers are rightly 
worried that drivers won’t be 
able to see all safety issues on 
the platform and track.

Bi l l  sa id ,  “ I ’ ve  had 
people get off the train 
when drunk, then lean 
against it. If the train pulls 
off and they fell I’d prob-
ably get taken to court and 
charged with manslaughter.”  

SWR is running a much 
reduced service staffed by 
scab managers.

Chris Loder, the Tory 
hopeful for the West Dorset 
constituency who works for 
SWR, took a day off from 
the campaign to run scab  
services for the network.

His campaign boasted of 
his “volunteering” as a guard 
“as he has often done during 
previous rail strikes”.

Struggling
George explained that 
the company is struggling 
to retain enough drivers 
anyway. 

“They’re short of drivers in 
there—people have moved 
to other regions because of 
the conditions over morale, 
money and hours,” he said. 

Managers are showered 
with hundreds of pounds a 
day, put up in hotels and fer-
ried around by taxis. 

But the risks of staffing  
services with people who 
aren’t safety trained was 
highlighted in an incident in 
the first week of the strike. 

Strikers report that a train 
left a station with a toddler 
on board, without their 
parent who was stranded on 
the platform. 

Socialists and everyone 
who wants a safe railway for 
all should join workers’ pick-
ets Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays for the remain-
der of the action.
Workers’ names have been 
changed

A road map to victory
THE workers’ RMT 
union has put forward 
a “six point road map” 
to a settlement. 

The union planned 
to table it at upcoming 
talks with SWR. Talks 
last week failed to reach 
an agreement.  
The road map is 
demanding—

1. A 
safety 
critical 
guard 
on every 
train.

2. 
Guards 
keep their 
safety critical 

responsibility including 
the dispatch of trains.

3. Every station and 
train is kept  
100 percent accessible 
for passengers.

4. SWR guarantee the 
role of the guard until the 
end of the franchise and 

seek a Department 
for Transport 

commitment for a 
longer promise.

5. Work 
to create an 
optimal method 
of dispatch 
where the guard 

has an active role 
alongside assisting 
passengers.
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 Wave of protests in Madrid to  
 pile pressure on climate talks  
World rulers gathered in the Spanish capital for the Cop25 talks. Hope for radical action on 
climate change lies with the hundreds of thousands who protested outside, writes Sarah Bates 
THE STREETS of Madrid were 
filled with defiant scenes last 
week as thousands of climate 
campaigners protested outside 
United Nations (UN) climate 
talks. 

An estimated 500,000 people 
took to the streets of the Spanish 
capital to demand that world  
leaders take the climate emergency 
seriously.  

The mobilisation was part of 
the school strikes movement and 
was timed to coincide with the UN 
Cop25 climate talks taking place 
nearby. 

Strike figurehead Greta Thunberg 
attended the talks last week after 
travelling from South America on a 
catamaran. She told activists, “The 
climate crisis is still being ignored 
by those in power, and we cannot 
go on like this.

“We would love some action from 
the people in power. 

“People are suffering and dying 
from the climate ecological emer-
gency, and we cannot wait any 
longer.”

It’s estimated around 25,000 
officials from 200 countries are 
 attending the Cop25. 

The talks are the last round 
before the all-important talks in 
Glasgow in 2020, when the Paris 
Agreements on limiting tempera-
ture rises come into effect.

Indigenous 
On Monday Extinction Rebellion 
activists joined delegates from 
Minga—the indigenous peo-
ple’s alternative to Cop—to block 
entrances to the UN climate talks. 

People locked onto a yellow boat 
“in an act of solidarity to demand cli-
mate justice now for the Amazonia’s 
indigenous people, the forest  
guardians defending the world’s 
most biodiverse region”.

Hundreds of people also blocked 
a central shopping street in Madrid 
last Saturday. Organised by 
Extinction Rebellion, the activists 
danced to the Bee Gees to draw 
attention to the climate crisis. 

Protester Joan said, “We’ve tried 
all the normal safe ways—petitions, 
marches, writing letters to the poli-
ticians, so now all we can do is civil 
disobedience.” 

Vanessa Nakate, a climate striker 
from Uganda, spoke alongside 
Thunberg at a press conference. 
“People have been dying, people 
have been left homeless and chil-
dren have been left as orphans,” 
she said. 

“People are already dying as a 
result of this crisis. So it is not a matter 
of the future, it is a matter of now.”  
Thunberg urged everyone to keep 

fighting for real change, arguing 
that democracy “goes on all the 
time, not only on election day”.

“If, for example, the population 
of Sweden right now would say, 
‘We have had enough,’ and start 
 protesting, then the government 
could fall very easily,” she said. 

“Or it could be forced to accept 
the will of the people and funda-
mentally change their policies.”

As this decade draws to a close, 
it is likely to be the hottest one by 
every measure. 

Thunberg is right to say we can’t 
wait for politicians to draw up  
carefully negotiated agreements—it 
is too late for that.

Urgent, radical action for our 
planet and our future has to happen 
now—and it is going to take a mass 
movement to deliver it. 

PART OF the huge march in Madrid 

Solidarity with Chile unrest
THE TALKS were 
originally supposed 
to be held in 
Chile, but large-
scale unrest 
throughout 
the South 
American 
country 
prompted 
the 

government to move Cop25 
to Madrid. In London, climate 
justice campaigners and 
Chilean activists held a 
solidarity protest outside the 
Chilean embassy last week. 

It was called by the 
Campaign Against Climate 
Change, War on Want, 

UK Schools Climate 
Network, Biofuelwatch, 

Joint Council 
for the Welfare 

of Immigrants, 
Medact and Chilean 
Assembly in London. 

ENVIRONMENT NEWS  

Oceans are 
heating up at 
alarming rate 
THE WORLD’S oceans are 
rapidly running out of oxygen 
and heating at an alarming rate, 
a new report has confirmed.  

The International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
released the research at the 
Cop25 climate talks in Madrid. 

It said that the volume of 
water completely depleted of 
oxygen had quadrupled since the 
1960s. 

IUCN acting director general 
Dr Grethel Aguilar said, “The 
scale of damage climate change 
is wreaking upon the oceans 
comes into stark focus. 

“As the warming ocean loses 
oxygen, the delicate balance 
of marine life is thrown into 
disarray.”

Researchers said ocean 
warming from burning fossil 
fuels and excessive growth of 
algae was to blame.

XR activists 
take action 
in election 
EXTINCTION Rebellion activists 
were piling the pressure on 
political parties to commit to 
its three demands ahead of this 
Thursday’s general election. 

In one action rebels, dressed 
as bees and targeted each party’s 
campaign bus. 

 They made the case for 
an approach to the climate 
emergency that is “bee-yond 
politics”.  

At another, a “bikes against 
bulldozers” protest saw a mass 
of cyclists block roads and head 
towards Heathrow Airport in 
west London.

It was organised to show 
opposition to airport expansion.

And on Monday protesters 
attached themselves to breeze 
blocks glued to roads to demand 
action on deadly levels of air 
pollution in London. Outside the Chilean embassyP
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Strikes and 
marches 
challenge
Algeria vote
After ousting one president, workers 
and students are now fighting his 
replacement, says Charlie Kimber

ALGERIAN WORKERS began 
a four-day general strike last 
Sunday to protest against a 
fraudulent presidential election 
scheduled for this week.

In cities such as Tizi-Ouzou, 
Bejaia and Bouira, almost every-
thing was closed. However the 
strike was less effective in the capi-
tal Algiers.

Large numbers of university  
students across the country joined 
in with the action and called for 
stayaways from classes.

Algeria’s rulers called the poll 
for Thursday this week. But many 
people see it as an attempt by the 
elite to cling to power despite 
months of agitation seeking a total 
overhaul of the country’s political 
system. 

For the last 42 weeks there have 
been demonstrations demand-
ing the departure of the political 
class linked to former president 
Abdelaziz Bouteflika. 

He quit in April following weeks 
of mass protests and strikes. There 
were very big marches on Friday 
last week.

Protesters said all five candi-
dates seeking the presidency either  
supported the former leader or par-
ticipated in his government. Two 
served as prime ministers during 
Bouteflika’s two-decade tenure.

Chanted 
“No to voting, we swear we will not 
stop,” crowds chanted in Algiers. 

“I am not against voting in 
itself, I am against this election 
because it is only serving to recycle 
Bouteflika figures,” teacher Fatiha 
Bendahmane told AFP news agency.

“We will have a new name but 
the same policies that destroyed 
the economy of this country. I will 
march today to say no to voting 
with this regime.”

Local media reported that last 
week’s rallies were the biggest since 
1 November. 

O n  t h a t  d a y  p e o p l e 
marched demanding a second  
“liberation” on the 65th anni-
versary of the start of the war 

for independence from France. 
According to Amnesty International, 
Algerian authorities have “escalated 
their pre-election crackdown on 
protests” in recent weeks, “carrying 
out waves of arbitrary arrests”.

Salah Eddine Dahmoune, the 
interior minister, last week labelled 
the regime’s critics “pseudo-Algeri-
ans, traitors, mercenaries, perverts 
and homosexuals”.

Since Bouteflika stepped down, 
army chief Ahmed Gaid Salah has 
emerged as the country’s main  
powerbroker. 

Salah called for a massive turn-
out in the poll, criticising what he 
dubbed efforts by detractors’ “plot-
ting against the fatherland”.

Three days before the poll, in an 
effort to suggest genuine change, 
the Algerian prosecutor’s office 
requested 20-year prison sen-
tences for several former politicians 
accused of corruption. They include 
two prime ministers who served 
under Bouteflika.

But such moves are unlikely to 
fool many people.  

With youth unemployment offi-
cially at 28 percent and a stagnant 
economy, Algeria’s rulers are on 
shaky ground. 

On other pages...
How they fight back in France 
>>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
Protesters have been on the 
streets for months
lMass protests started in 
February, forcing Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika to stand down
lThe mobilisation continued 
with people chanting, “Down 
with the regime”
lProtesters suffered repression
lTwo of the five candidates 
for the president were part of 
Bouteflika’s regime
lAction should be kept up to 
fight for bigger changes

HONG KONG

Biggest democracy protest for months
by SADIE ROBINSON

PROTESTERS IN Hong 
Kong staged their biggest 
demonstration in six months last 
Sunday. 

Organisers said 800,000 
joined the protest, the first 
approved by police since mid-
August. It marked half a year of 
the pro-democracy movement 
that began in opposition to a 
new extradition bill.

The bill would have allowed 
the extradition of suspects to 
mainland China. It has been 
withdrawn. But the movement is 
now demanding bigger changes, 
including the resignation of 
Hong Kong’s leader Carrie Lam.  

Protesters also want an 
independent investigation 
into police brutality and the 
unconditional release of arrested 
demonstrators.

Marchers on Sunday chanted, 
“Five demands, not one less,” 
and, “Disband the police force 
now.”

Arrested
Protester Angeline said, 
“Thousands of our younger 
generation have been arrested, 
but we don’t see a single police 
officer suspended. 

“Nobody throughout the 
government has faced any 
consequences for their actions.” 
The harsh response of the state 
to the protests has dented the 

legitimacy of the system. Some 
protesters handed out flyers 
advertising dozens of newly-
formed industry-specific unions. 

There were some attempts 
to organise strikes and disrupt 
rush-hour transport on Monday 
morning.

The government has 
continued to demonise 
protesters as violent criminals. 
It is refusing to give in to the 
movement’s demands. 

And after repeated police 
attacks on demonstrations, cops 
were due to get a pay rise later 
this week.

Willy Lam, a political scientist 
at the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, said, “The scene is 
set for more confrontation.”

Further opposition on the streets of Guinea
MASS funerals were held 
last week for protesters 
who rallied against the 
president of Guinea in 
west Africa.

Eight people 
were buried as large 
numbers of mourners 
demonstrated. 

Three of those killed 
had been shot during 
earlier funerals. 

Despite the killings, 
opposition leaders say 

demonstrations against 
president Alpha Conde 
will continue.

Hundreds of 
thousands of protesters 
have taken to the streets 
on several occasions 
since mid-October  
over speculation that 
Conde is seeking a third 
term.

In both October and 
November the opposition 
claimed that a million 

people had taken to the 
streets.

Guinea, a former 
French colony, is rich 
in minerals but ranks 
among the poorest 
countries in the world. 

But it has a powerful 
working class that has 
won major gains through 
strikes before.

However, other African 
rulers have clustered 
round Conde. 

ONE OF the last big demontrations in Algeria before the election 

A mass funeral  
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Students back 
UCU strikers
SOLIDARITY with Queen 
Mary University of 
London staff highlighting 
discrimination, 
workloads, bullying, 
physical/mental health, 
job insecurity.

Most students pay 
£9,250 per year and 
struggle to make ends 
meet.

Universities made a  
£1 billion surplus last 
year. It shouldn’t be this 
way.

@emdad07
On Twitter

Is it too late 
to fight back?
I’M AFRAID it could now 
be too late (After CWU 
loses court appeal—start 
the reballot,  
4 December).

This was our big 
chance to make a stand 
against this now very 
badly run management.

@tdevo42
On Twitter

Imperialism 
spawns terror
I WAS glad that Socialist 
Worker pointed out the 
links between terror 
attacks and imperialism 
(Socialist Worker,  
4 December).

If these links aren’t 
made then terrorism 
makes no sense, and 
racist ideas about 
Muslims and Islam can 
fill the gap.

Kay Dwight
Leicester

nTHE MEDIA-fuelled 
hatred of Muslims 
doesn’t help either.

Graham Jones
On Facebook

nBOMBING Muslim 
countries should stop. 
That’s another form of 
racism from the West.

Andres Viveros
On Facebook

Brexit Party 
health lies
THE BREXIT Party has 
been allowed to use the 
original Barnsley Save 
Our NHS Facebook page 
in its general election 
campaign.

This follows a former 
member who set up the 
page blocking other 
group administrators.

Hijacking our original 
page is a deliberate act 
to imply that the Brexit 
Party has a record of 
health campaigning in 
Barnsley, which is not 
the case.

Barnsley Save Our NHS

Collective action is the best 
way to push radical agenda 
DAVE JONES (Letters, 4 December) 
says there isn’t any difference 
between saying vote Labour  
in Socialist Worker and 
“campaigning with the Labour 
Party to tell your neighbours to 
vote Labour”.

His letter doesn’t seem to 
acknowledge that members of the 
Socialist Workers Party (SWP) had 
already been doing a lot of 
campaigning. 

SWP members have campaigned 
in shopping centres and at train 
and Tube stations, as well as 
alongside Labour members in their 
workplaces and campaign groups.

One weekend in south London 
saw a coalition of housing, health, 
education, environmental and 
anti-racist groups jointly organise 
leafleting in two local shopping 
centres. SWP members were 
centrally involved.

The SWP campaigned for a 
Labour victory, which is not the 
same as canvassing for the Labour 
Party. This isn’t a clever play on 
words.

Millions of people are angry at 
ten years of Tory rule and want 
something radically different to 
what’s been offered by the Tories 
and previous Labour leaders. 

A victory for Corbyn would raise 
the confidence and aspirations of 
these people.

It’s great to know that Dave and 
hopefully many others are 
“encouraging people to get more 
involved”. But the overwhelming 
message I hear from Labour 
members is that the “involvement” 
is primarily about becoming a 

member and supporting—or 
opposing—the local MP at 
constituency meetings. 

Like Dave, SWP members want 
more people to become union 
reps. But we also want to help 
build a mass movement against 
austerity that doesn’t rely on the 
people in power to act for us.

If Dave’s invitation to go 
canvassing for Labour meant going 
door-to-door, then we should ask 
ourselves a question. 

Is the radical message of 
Labour’s manifesto best served by 
approaching voters as isolated 
individuals on their doorsteps, 
vulnerable to a biased media?

Or is it through the collective 
expressions of support that we 
saw in Corbyn’s 2017 campaign?

Then mass rallies, such as when 
tens of thousands turned out to 
hear Corbyn in Gateshead, helped 
Labour break from old routines. 

They helped create an insurgent 
campaign that inspired millions to 

go out and vote for an end to 
poverty, racism and inequality.

It would be much more fruitful 
if Dave had joined us in calling on 
Corbyn to undertake similar rallies 
this time around.

Chris Kelly
South London

nI’VE FOUND on recent demos 
and leafletting that people really 
want to talk about issues. 

The more upfront we are and 
open about where we stand as 
socialists, the more people are 
drawn to us.  

People are angry but a docile, 
timid campaign or organisation 
does not relate to that anger.

People often quote stuff they’ve 
read in the media. But they are 
interested in the facts that show 
the media to be wrong if we take 
the time to share them.

Julia Richardson 
Swansea

nDONALD TRUMP is a vocal racist 
who has lost no opportunity to 
vilify Muslims, Mexicans, 
immigrants and black people. 

Yet a Channel 4 news journalist 
asked Trump if he thought lifelong 
anti-racist Jeremy Corbyn could 
“do more” to combat antisemitism 
in the Labour Party. 

What next? 
Approaching the Grand Dragon 

of the Klu Klux Klan to see if he 
thinks Corbyn could “do more” to 
combat antisemitism in the Labour 
Party?

Sasha Simic
North London

 No justice  
 for the 96
I WAS angry to hear the 
verdict in David 
Duckenfield’s trial over the 
Hillsborough disaster last 
week. 

For those families who 
over many years have 
become comrades and 
friends, there was bitter 
disappointment. But there 
was no surprise.

I wasn’t at Hillsborough, 
but have campaigned for 
justice for a long time. 

My personal belief has 
always been that no one 
will go to jail. The main 
reason I think this is 
because it’s class war. 

We are not alone. Ask 
the families of anyone who 
has ever died in police 
custody or by state-
sponsored paramilitaries.

The establishment and 
the state are there to serve 
the interests of the rich, the 
powerful and the bosses. 

The police are the armed 

militia of the state. They 
are not neutral.

Neither are the judges, 
press, courts, prisons or 
laws. It’s very rare they let 
one of their own be found 
guilty.

Even if they sacrifice a 
lone scapegoat, they will 
make it almost impossible 
to get justice. You can’t 
beat them in the courts or 
vote away their power.

Hillsborough went to the 
very top of the British 
establishment. 

Until we systematically 
change society there will be 
more Hillsboroughs, Bloody 
Sundays, Ballymurphys, 
Sean Riggs, Christopher 
Alders and Orgreaves. 

The establishment 
engages in class war and 
we need to fight back. 
Justice for all.

Phil Rowan
South London

nTHE SUN had a headline 
last Saturday saying, “Still 
No Justice”.

It is trying to make out it 
has always supported the 
fight of the Hillsborough 
victims’ families and taken 
their feelings into account.

Don’t be fooled.
Will Counsel

Peterborough

Just a 
thought...

Jeremy Corbyn 
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Remembering the 96 



 HOW THEY 
 FIGHT BACK
 IN FRANCE

H
UGE STRIKES swept 
France on Thursday of 
last week as millions 
of workers revolted 
against attacks on 
pensions by president 

Emmanuel Macron.
Strikes in certain sections—such 

as the railways—have continued 
afterwards. And another great day of 
united mass strikes and protests was 
taking place as Socialist Worker went 
to press on Tuesday this week.

It is set to be the most signifi‑
cant wave of workers’ action since 
1995 when protracted strikes broke 
a right‑wing government’s assault 
on welfare. The demonstrations on 
the first day of action this time were 
bigger than they ever reached in 
1995.

The  magaz ine  Le  Nouve l 
Observateur—a bit like the New 
Statesman in Britain—ran a  headline 
recently, “Half way through Macron’s 
 presidency—the fear of insurrection”.

Although the pensions issue is cen‑
tral, it is a focus for a much wider 
sense of bitterness in society

The strikes have been hugely effec‑
tive. Last week around 90 percent of 
high‑speed TGV and  intercity trains 
were cancelled. In Paris, just five of 
the city’s 16 metro lines ran—with a 
much‑reduced service.

In the northern city of Lille 
 transport was largely at a standstill. 
One of the two metro lines was totally 
stopped, many buses cancelled and 
the trams ran only every 30 minutes.

Air France said it had cancelled 
30 percent of internal flights and 30 
percent of short‑haul international 
flights, amid walk‑outs by air traffic 
controllers. EasyJet was also hit hard.

Around 70 percent of primary 
school teachers were on strike as were 
60 percent of secondary teachers.

The Eiffel Tower was closed.

Train driver Pierre told Socialist 
Worker from a march in Paris, “It’s 
happening. What we have been 
 waiting for is happening.

“On previous strikes I thought we 
were going through the motions a bit. 
But this is brilliant.

“On marches people chant ‘All 
together’. This is a glimpse of how 
that could be made real.

“I began on SNCF rail 20 years 
ago, when under some scenarios you 
could retire at 50. But we have had 
attack after attack. 

“Firstly the  retirement age was 
pushed back to 52‑and‑a‑half—on 
a reduced pension. Then it went to 
57‑and‑a‑half. Now they want to 
make us work even longer.”

A teacher said, “The pension 
reforms are one blow too many. 
We’re fighting not to lose hundreds 
of euros of pension a month—after 
more than 40 years in a job.

“How can you dream of ending 
your career beyond the age of 70, in 
worsening conditions and on 
what for many of us is just 
a minimum wage?”

Hosp i ta l  worker s 
struck in many cities. 
And postal workers in 
20 regions who are in dis‑
pute with the state‑owned La 
Poste over changes to their 
conditions struck too.

Subs tan t i a l 
sections of work‑
ers in private 
industry were 
also out. 

Among them 
were truck driv‑
ers, supermar‑
ket workers, 
staff at some 
restaurants 
and  f ood 
w o r k e r s . 

After years of attacks on pay, pensions and living 
standards, ordinary people in France have had enough. 
Huge strikes—the most significant wave of workers’ 
action since 1995— should be an inspiration to everyone, 
says Charlie Kimber

O v e r  2 5 0  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s 
took place last Thursday. The 
CGT union federation said 1.5  
million people marched nationwide. 
Even the interior ministry said over 
800,000 took part.

In Paris 6,000 police officers were 
deployed against protests and there 
and in Nantes, Bordeaux and Rennes 
police attacked marchers.

Police assaulted striking firefight‑
ers in Paris. The firefighters then 
pushed back the riot police.

In many areas the Yellow Vests, 
who have been fighting Macron for 
a year, joined the protests. 

There is a massive feeling that life 
is hard and public services are declin‑
ing. A poll last month in the news‑
paper Liberation found 89 percent of 
French people felt the country was 

experiencing a “social crisis”.
It’s crucial to being together all 

the sections of strikers and pro‑
testers, and to stop the union 
leaders  choking off the action 
before it wins.

Railworkers at Paris Gare du Nord 
vote to extend their strike (above) 
Nurses in FO union join the action 
(below) Pictures: O Phil Des cOntrastes  

                           On Flickr and FO

Marching in the centre of Paris last
week (left) Yellow Vest activists join
 the strike in Draguignan (above)

Fascists try to poison 
new movement
THE FASCIST National Rally (RN) 
party, headed by Marine Le Pen, 
claimed it supported the strikes—
but not the unions.

It is trying to win over at least 
some of those on the streets.

Unions responded strongly. 
The CGT said, “The extreme right, 
whose racist positions divide 
workers, has no place here.

“The problem in our country is 
not immigration, it is the sharing 
of wealth. 

“We defend the equal rights of 
all workers as a fundamental and 
emancipatory principle, allowing 
improvement of everyone’s rights.”

That anti-racist response will 
be needed even in the middle of 
mass action. President Macron 
and his supporters have recently 
stepped up Islamophobia in an 
effort to divide workers.

A month ago Macron gave an 
interview to a far-right magazine 
that has been fined for “the 
provocation of discrimination, hate 
or violence towards Roma people”.

Macron said that he was 
“obsessed” with immigration.

“My goal is to throw out 
everybody who has no reason to 
be here,” he wrote.

More than a day of action
CRUCIALLY LAST Thursday wasn’t 
just a one-day strike. Workers in 
several sectors have met daily and 
voted whether to continue the 
action. Rail workers decided to 
strike at least until the beginning 
of this week.

At the oil refinery in La Mede 
in the Bouches-du-Rhone region, 
workers in the CGT union 
announced their strike would 
last until Monday this week—as a 
minimum. 

Last Thursday 300 teachers 
from the schools, colleges and 
high schools of Toulouse met in an 
assembly and voted to continue 
the strike until at least Tuesday 
this week.

As well as the withdrawal of the 
pension attacks, they demanded 
payment for strike days and 
resolved to join the weekly Yellow 
Vests demonstrations.

At Paris’s Gare du Nord station 
on Thursday rail workers met 
to decide their next moves. 
Solidarity delegations from a 
hospital, students from Paris 8 
university and Yellow Vests in 
Nantes were also present.

They voted to continue the strike 
and also elected a strike committee.

In the port city 

of Le Havre, an assembly of 200 
workers brought together a huge 
range of strikers.

According to the Revolution 
Permanente website, it included 
education staff, dockers and 
port workers and those in metal 
industries, petrochemicals, 
various branches of the public 
services, call centre workers and 
also Yellow Vests and students. 

Unionised workers from the 
CGT, Solidaires, FSU, FO and 
UNEF federations, were among 
those present—but also many 
non-unionised workers.

It voted to renew the strike 
until the weekend and blockade 
the streets. Such assemblies 
are needed everywhere to take 
control of the strike. They can 
boost rank and file initiative and 
give ownership of the action to 
workers themselves.

As a striker said at the rail 
workers’ assembly in Bourget, 
“Let’s be the actors in our strike, 
not the audience”.

Why Macron is on the attack
FRANCE HAS a much better pension 
system than Britain.

It’s possible for some workers 
to retire at 62 and the rates of 
pensions are better.

One result is that rates of poverty 
among older people are a third of 
those here.

And some groups, such as rail 
workers have won better schemes 
through struggle.

Metro workers retire earlier than 
others to compensate for years 
working underground.

Successive governments have 
chipped away at the retirement 
schemes, but they have not made 
fundamental breakthroughs.

Macron is determined that he 
will succeed where other neoliberals 
failed.

Under his plan everyone would 
have to work until they are at least 
64 for a full pension. 

He wants to abolish all the special 
schemes and have a 

single system for every worker. 
People would collect “points” for 

the years they work.
But their value could be changed 

in the future, thereby slashing the 
pension.

In addition at present pension 
benefits are largely calculated 
using an employee’s 25 highest‑
paid years of work in the private 
sector. In the public sector they are 
based on payments made in the 
final years before retirement.

Macron wants pensions based on 
the average wages over a working 
life. For nearly everyone, taken 
together the scheme means working 
much longer to receive much less.

Do it like 1995—and even better
IN 1995 workers confronted right 
wing prime minister Alain Juppe’s 
plan to savage pensions and welfare 
services.

A day of action on 10 October 
saw impressive strikes in the public 
sector and around half a million 
people take to the streets.

The union leaders were hesitant 
about calling further action. Many 
thought workers had had their 
day of resistance and that was it. 
However, renewed student protests 
kept the sense of fightback going 
and there were further workers’ 
demonstrations, although nothing 
like on the same scale as 10 October.

The unions were eventually 
pushed to call more strikes and 
protests on 24 November. The 
response was massive. Not only did 
800,000 join marches, but crucially 
activists among the rail workers, 
who faced a particularly severe 
attack, were strong enough to call 
an all‑out strike. 

A few days later the rail strike 
spread to the Paris bus and Metro 
workers, and then to a minority of 
post, gas, electricity and telecom 

workers. Daily mass meetings in 
the striking industries kept the 
battle going, and different groups of 
strikers began to meet in district‑wide 
assemblies.

By the beginning of December the 
government was in retreat. It made 
major concessions to students, but 
this just fueled the fightback. The 
post, gas, electricity and telecom 
strikes spread. 

On 7 December 1.3 million 
marched across France. Many cities 
saw their biggest protest since the 
great strikes of 1936. 

And all the while the indefinite 
strikes continued on the rail, buses, 
Metro, the post and elsewhere. The 
government made concessions first 
to the rail workers, then others—
and then finally withdrew key parts 
of the entire programme.

Had the strike continued then 
Juppe would have been forced to 
leave office. But the union leaders 
called off the strikes. Workers won a 
victory, but less than was possible. 

The combination of united strikes 
and sections that fought for all out 
strikes was what won.

‘We’re going on until the 
end. We’re not giving up.

It’s about everybody 
together, the private 
and the public. We’re 
going to lose hundreds 
of euros in pensions 
and we’re going to work 
about ten more years—
nobody can accept that.’
Ahmed Berrahal
CGT union rep at the bus 
depot in Pantin on the 
outskirts of Paris

LE PEN—poisonous

Macron—’president of the rich’

P
ic

t
u

r
e
: 
c

y
r

il
le

 G
r

a
s

li
n
, c

G
t
 P

h
O

tO
s

1111FEATURE 
1010

Socialist Worker  11 December 2019Socialist Worker  11 December 2019



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

AFTER GENERAL ELECTION— 
WHERE NEXT FOR THE LEFT?

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and 
get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories that 
matter: socialistworker.co.uk

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone
Save 07377 632 826 as 
Socialist Worker WhatsApp
Send ‘start’ to the number 

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 18 Dec, 7pm, 
The Church at Carrs Lane,
Carrs Ln,
B4 7SX

BOLTON
Wed 18 Dec, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St,
BL1 1DY

BRADFORD
Thu 19 Dec, 7pm, 
Bread + Roses,
14 N Parade,
BD1 3HT

BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 19 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF

COVENTRY
Wed 18 Dec, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln,
CV1 5RF

DUNDEE
Wed 18 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 18 Dec, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade,
HD1 5JP

KENT
Thu 19 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Riverside Creative Hub, 
Conference room,
13 Military Rd,
ME4 4JG

LANCASTER AND 
MORECAMBE
Thu 19 Dec, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LIVERPOOL
Wed 18 Dec, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln, L1 3BT

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 19 Dec,  
7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU

LONDON: NORTH
Wed 18 Dec,  
7.45pm, 
West Indian Cultural Centre,
9 Clarendon Road,
Haringey,
N8 0DD

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 18 Dec,  
7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Forum,
10 Shacklewell St,
E2 7EG

LONDON: WALTHAM 
FOREST
Wed 18 Dec, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Wed 18 Dec,  
7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

NEWCASTLE
Wed 18 Dec,  
7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

NORWICH
Wed 18 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

OXFORD
Thu 19 Dec, 7pm, 
Michael Young Building,
Manzil Way,
Cowley Rd,
OX4 1YH

PLYMOUTH
Thu 19 Dec, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain, PL4 6LF

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 18 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St, PO5 4EZ

SCARBOROUGH
Wed 18 Dec,  
7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ

SHEFFIELD AND 
SOUTH YORKSHIRE
Thu 19 Dec,  
7pm, 
Central United 
Reform Church,
60 Norfolk St,
S1 2JB

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 18 Dec,  
7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

SWANSEA
Thu 19 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

TELFORD
Thu 19 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Carriages,
The Parade,
Wellington,
TF1 1PY

WIGAN
Thu 19 Dec, 7pm, 
The Anvil,
Dorning St,
WN1 1HE

YORK
Wed 18 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

A PROTEST against the Tories after the general election in 2017 Picture: Guy Smallman
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EXHIBITION 
IMPATIENT! STORIES OF 
SERVICE USER ADVOCACY
Bethlem Gallery and Museum 
of the Mind,  
Beckenham, London BR3 3BX 
Free 
Until 3 January 

DON’T MISS your chance to 
see this fascinating exhibition  
that gives people with mental 
distress some agency. 

Over the years service user 
groups have had to fight for 
the rights and representation 
of patients that use mental 
health services. 

This exhibition charts the 
history of these groups.

It looks at their different 
forms and the various 
challenges they have come 
up against.

PHOTOGRAPHY
SHOT IN SOHO 
The Photographers’ Gallery, 
London W1 
£5 for adults 
Concessions £2.50 
Free after 5pm for all and 
under 19s go free 
Until 09 Feb 2020

THE SHORT run means you’ll 
have to hurry to see Shot in 
Soho at the Photographer’s 
Gallery.

The exhibition says 
it wants to explore the 
“hotbed of unpredictability, 
disobedience, eccentricity 
and tightly-knit communities” 
in the central London district. 

It brings together a broad 
range of photographs and 
presentations that celebrate 
Soho as a place of diversity 
and resistance. 

It includes the work of 
renowned photographers 
including William Klein, 
Anders Petersen,  
Corinne Day. 

Senegalese movie Atlantics 
tells eerie tale of oppression 
French actor Mati Diop’s directoral debut set in west Africa is a love story that 
carries a powerful message about our divided society, writes Charlie Kimber 
THE FASCINATING and eerie film 
Atlantics begins with construc-
tion workers in revolt over unpaid 
wages.

They are building a futuristic 
tower in Senegal, west Africa. It 
looms over their poverty, a symbol 
of a divided world.

Unpaid for several months,  
building worker Souleiman despairs 
of ever breaking free from poverty, 
debt and humiliation. He’s in love 
with Ada but there is no future in 
that relationship. Ada is engaged to 
be married to Omar. He’s wealthy 
and sleazy, obsessed with his busi-
ness interests and sees her as another 
possession to be hoarded.

Both Souleiman and Ada are caged 
by the reality of their lives. 

Souleiman decides the only way 
out is to join a group that is going to 
set off for the Canary Islands—1,000 
miles away, but part of Spain. The 
journey by boat has the strong  
prospect of death at sea.

Mati Diop’s directorial debut  
concentrates on the women left 
behind rather than those who have 
fled seeking a better life. 

Disappears 
Souleiman disappears, but then his 
spectral presence seems to reappear 
in places Ada doesn’t expect. 

He’s in the new iPhone, bought 
for her by the man she’s supposed 
to marry. And the marriage bed in 
Omar’s house catches fire the night 
of his wedding to Ada.

It seems that the drowned have 
returned. In one great scene, women 
possessed by the dead force the boss 
who didn’t pay the wages to dig 
graves for those lost at sea.

If this seems weird, don’t let 
it stop you watching a rich and  
powerful film. 

Diop explains, “In 2012, several 
months after the Arab Spring, riots 
shook Dakar, a citizens’ uprising took 
place in Senegal.

“This citizen awakening marked 
me because symbolically it reminded 
us that Senegalese youth had not 
entirely disappeared. 

“There were not the dead at sea 
on the one hand and young people 
marching on the other. 

“The living were carrying the 
dead within them, who had taken  
something of us with them when 
they went.

“I felt that a very ghostly  
atmosphere reigned in Dakar and 
it became impossible for me to  
contemplate the ocean without 
thinking of all these young people 
who had drowned.”
Atlantics  
Out now on Netflix 

Art from the front lines of protest 
BOOK 
THE ART OF PROTEST
By Jo Rippon 
Published in collaboration with  
Amnesty International  
Palazzo Publishers   
£25 
Out now  

FROM THE Suffragettes to Black 
Lives Matter, Jo Rippon’s The Art 
of Protest brings together art of 

all the major movements from 
across the world during the last 
century. 

A lot of the art is stunning and 
moving.

German artist John Hartfield’s 
Die Saat des Todes (The Seeds of 
Death) from 1937 warns of the 
coming war and other horrors 
that Nazis will bring. 

A skeleton sows swastikas 
in an ashen field while sombre 
figures in the background wear 

gas masks. Other posters capture 
how movements changed and 
often radicalised in the wake of 
1968, a year of global revolt. 

Contrast the Mattachine 
Society’s poster from the 1950s 
to the Gay Liberation Front’s GLF 
after 1969. 

One makes an appeal for 
homosexual rights, the other is 
far more militant and in your 
face about being gay and fighting 
for freedom. 

A SILKSCREEN print for the Gay Liberation Front from New York. Bruce Reifel (1970)  

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Boris Johnson—A 
Dangerous Man
John Newsinger 

2  System Change Not 
Climate Change 
Edited by Martin Empson

3  This Changes 
Everything—Capitalism 
vs the Climate   
Naomi Klein 

4 The Ragged Trousered 
Philanthropists 
Robert Tressell

5 Hold The Line—Echoes 
of Peekskill riots
Russ Chandler 

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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READ MORE
lWill fake news win this 
election? 
A Socialist Worker article 
by Nick Clark 
bit.ly/NewsElection

lBad News for Labour—
antisemitism, the party & 
public belief 
by Greg Philo et al 
£14.99

lWill the revolution be 
televised? A Marxist 
analysis of the media 
by John Molyneux 
£5

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

THE RIGHT wing 
media use any 
excuse to smear 
Corbyn (top), but 
people can reject 
those ideas, such 
as when 2 million 
people marched 
against the Iraq 
War (bottom) 
 Bottom picture: ray Smith

Y
O U  k n o w 
something’s 
wrong at the 
B B C  w h e n 
even the right 
accuse it of 

being biased in favour of 
the Tories.

In an article in the 
Guardian newspaper last 
week, conservative Peter 
Oborne wrote that “in the 
2019 general election, the 
BBC has been behaving in a 
way that favours the Tories”. 

He said a series of appar-
ent errors or mistakes in 
the BBC’s election coverage 
had created a “widespread 
impression that the BBC 
is putting its thumb on the 
scale for the government”.

The tipping point for many 
seemed to be when the BBC 
gave in and allowed Johnson 
to do a softball interview 
with Andrew Marr after the 
London Bridge killings.

Having said they wouldn’t 
interview him at all unless 
he appeared for Andrew 
Neil, they gave him an 
open invitation to appear  
statesperson-like and use the 
attack to the benefit of the 
right

Even Dan Hodges—a Mail 
on Sunday columnist commit-
ted to attacking Corbyn over 
anything and everything—
wrote afterwards, “I don’t want 
to come across like I’m channel-
ling my inner-Corbynite. 

“But I really do think when 
this election is over there needs 
to be serious examination of 
what’s happening to BBC polit-
ical programming. That was 
farcical.”

It’s not just the BBC.
By and large, the Tories get 

an easier ride from all sections 
of the media.

Almost  every nat ional  
newspaper is openly hostile to 
Corbyn and Labour. But tel-
evision news—which by law 
is supposed to be neutral—is 
biased too.

Scrutiny
There isn’t the same scepticism 
and scrutiny of Tory claims and 
promises—often simply repro-
duced uncritically—as there are 
of Labour’s. 

And there isn’t the same 
media focus on the reams and 
reams of actual racism from 
Boris Johnson as there are on 
the false accusations of antisem-
itism against Jeremy Corbyn.

There are no constant calls 
on Johnson to apologise for—to 
pick just one example—claim-
ing Muslim countries are “cen-
turies behind the West” because 
of Islam. 

And when he appeared 
on This Morning last week 
Johnson claimed he was “sorry 
for any offence” that he com-
pared women who wear the 
burqa to “letterboxes.” 

And after his mealy mouthed 
half apology, Johnson was 
invited to take a smiling selfie 
with the hosts. 

Add it all together, and 
Labour supporters quite rightly 
question the agenda of those 

who produce the news. A lot of 
this anger focusses on certain 
high profile, leading individual 
journalists. 

The BBC’s Laura Kuenssberg 
and ITV’s Robert Peston, for 
instance, both get accused of 
favouring the Tories.

There’s truth in this. Both 
are inclined to be more sympa-
thetic towards the Tories than 
they are of Labour under a left 
wing leadership.

Partly this is to do with 
who they are. Both are from 

very wealthy backgrounds. 
Kuenssberg went to a pres-
tigious private school and 
comes from a family of high 
court judges, business people,  
managing directors  and 
diplomats. 

Peston is the son of a Lord 
and can adopt the title “The 
Honourable Robert Peston” if 
he wants to.

But these are just examples 
of a broader fact—that the 
top levels of journalism are 
full of people from wealthy, 

privileged backgrounds. A 
study by the Sutton Trust 
this year found that almost 
half of the most influential  
broadcasters and editors went 
to private schools. 

That’s compared with 7 per-
cent of the overall population.

It also said that only a third 
of them went to comprehensive 
schools—and that more than a 
third of them went to Oxford or 
Cambridge.

It’s a fact that inevitably con-
tributes to media bias.

“While most news journal-
ists will aspire to leave their 
opinions outside their place of 
work, it is somewhat inevitable 
that they will bring their expe-
riences with them,” the report 
said.

“If journalists and others 
working in the media all come 
from a similar background and 
have similar experiences, there 
is a danger that even with the 
best efforts to reach out, there 
are likely to be important sto-
ries, nuances or angles that 
they simply miss.”

T
HE automat ic 
bias top journal-
ists have comes 
from a particular 
way of seeing the 
world. But it’s not 

just to do with individuals’ 
backgrounds.

It ’s  to do with media 
ownership.

Just three companies domi-
nate the national newspaper 
industry in Britain. They’re the 
Daily Mail Group, Reach, which 
prints the Express and the 
Mirror, and Rupert Murdoch’s 
News UK. 

Online you can add to 
that the Guardian and the 
Telegraph. 

But the people who really 
dominate online media are 
Google and Facebook.

All of these are owned by 
multi-millionaires and billion-
aires. It means their output 
reflects their interests.

Sometimes this is deliberate 
and overt. 

Take the lies of Murdoch’s 
Sun and The Times, or the 
Telegraph and the Mail, whose 
owners unashamedly want a 
Tory victory.

Other times the bias is 
implicit and unthinking. 

The way the media reports 
and talks about politics just nat-
urally reflects the worldview of 
the people who own and run it. 

This explains why so many 
posh people get top journalist 
jobs—but it’s also behind the 
way all mainstream journalists 
approach politics and decide 
what’s important.

The idea that we should 
all worry about whether busi-
nesses, bankers and financiers 
can keep making huge profits, 
is one example.

That politics is simply about 
the speeches, movements and 
plots of a handful of people in 
parliament is another.

Anything that challenges that 
is treated as either laughable or 
dangerous, because to them it 
is. You can see that in the way 

POLITICS, 
BIAS AND 
THE MEDIA
TV, print and online media exposed its pro-Tory sentiment 
during this year’s general election campaign. Nick Clark 
looks at why this is and if it can be resisted

Right wing 
ideas make less 
sense when 
people are 
fighting back

‘‘ 
Laura Kuenssberg

the media treat Corbyn. The 
way they laugh at him when he 
doesn’t do politics the way he’s 
supposed to. 

Or the way they sneer and 
scaremonger about the support 
of a mass membership of ordi-
nary people behind him.

That same world view makes 
them automatically deferential 
towards the government of the 
day.

Earlier in the election there 
was a minor scandal over the 
way the BBC edited Johnson’s 
performance on the leaders’ 
Question Time. 

Johnson was asked if he 
thought it was important for a 
prime minister to be truthful—
and was laughed at. 

That was in the live broad-
cast. But by the time that clip 
made it to the BBC news, the 
laughter was edited out.

The BBC apologised, but said 
the edit was edited simply to 
make the clip shorter. But even 
that is damning.

The fact that the Tory prime 
minister was laughed at by a 
studio of people on live televi-
sion just wasn’t judged impor-
tant enough to show.

This isn’t just something that 
benefits the Tories. 

When Tony Blair was prime 
minister, the BBC faced similar 
accusations of being too close 
to him.

That’s important, because 
it tells us that media bias has 
always existed—and it hasn’t 
always stopped the right from 
losing.

R
IGHT WING gov-
ernments—Tory 
and Labour—have 
been brought down 
before, despite 
receiving the sup-

port of the media.
Near-blanket support for 

Blair’s Iraq war didn’t stop 
two million people marching 
against it in 2003. 

And regardless of whether 
Labour wins the general elec-
tion, there’s still mass support 
for Corbyn in spite of—and 
even because of—the near 
unanimous derision of him in 
the media.

Most of the time people can 
accept the bias of the media 
because it seems to fit with 
the way that society works.

Other times our experi-
ence of the world runs up 
against it completely. 

Support for Corbyn’s 
ideas comes precisely out of 
the fact that it challenged 
the media’s common sense 

that austerity, privatisation, 
racism and war are things we 
just have to accept. 

It tapped into that feeling—
and in even a limited way—
suggested that ordinary people 
can fight back, challenge and 
defy those at the top.

When there’s struggle and 
a fightback—strikes and pro-
tests—they can tip the scales 
against those at the top. 

Right wing ideas from the 
media make less sense when 
you’re fighting together for 
higher wages, better jobs and 
services, against those who tell 

you those things aren’t 
possible.

That widespread dis-
satisfaction isn’t going 
away—it’s up to the left 
to harness it against those 
who want to side with the 
right.

Popular media personalities often cosy up to politicians rather than challenge them

EYEWITNESS 
MIDDLE EAST

Protests have put resistance 
back on the agenda

Nick Clark says that 
revolts sweeping 
the Middle East 
are overcoming 
sectarianism and 
terrifying US rulers

TWO PRIME ministers 
toppled in one month isn’t 
bad for a wave of protests 
that has spread across three 
Middle East countries.

Mass movements in 
Lebanon, Iraq and Iran have 
made resistance a real feature 
of politics in the region again.

In Iraq, weeks of bloody 
protests finally forced 
Adel Abdul Mahdi to step 
down as prime minister at 
the end of November. 

Exactly one month earlier, 
a similar mass movement 
forced Saad Hariri to resign 
as prime minister in Lebanon.

Meanwhile in Iran, 
demonstrations hit over 
100 towns and cities in 
November and December.

Each movement has its 
own specific grievances 
and features. But at heart, 
their causes are the same—
anger at years of poverty 
and unemployment, and 
mistrust and hatred of a 
corrupt ruling class.

In Iran and Lebanon, price 
and tax rises sparked protests 
that quickly demanded 
much bigger change.

And in Iraq, protests 
are driven by the sense 
that political elites have 
taken all of the country’s 
oil wealth for themselves. 

Demonstrators want “the 
downfall of the regime”.

Strikes
In all three countries mass 
demonstrations grew out 
of smaller protests and 
strikes over the past few 
months and years.

Protesters have also 
united across the supposedly 
deep sectarian divides that 
only ever benefited those 
at the top. In Iraq and 
Lebanon they direct their 
rage at every politician no 
matter what their political 
or religious affiliation.

The regime in Iran is most 
openly worried by all of the 
protests across the region.

Its security forces have 

killed at least 200 protesters 
in Iran according to 
Amnesty International.

Rulers accuse the West—
and specifically the US—of 
being behind the protests. 

US president Donald 
Trump is only too happy 
to go along with that.

He hopes the movement 
in Iran will weaken the 
regime and its influence 
in the Middle East, which 
is a challenge to US 
dominance in the region. 

So he cynically backs the 
protests, and tries to falsely 
paint them as pro-West.

Things are more 
complicated in Iraq and 
Lebanon—but the Iranian 
regime is violently opposed 
to the movements there too. 

Last week an Iranian-
backed militia armed with 
knives reportedly attacked 
protesters in Iraqi capital 
Baghdad in the days following 
Abdul Mahdi’s resignation. 

Iraqi protesters explicitly 
link corruption to Iran, 
with good reason. 

The Iranian regime 
has used Iraq’s sectarian 
political system, as well 
as the war against Isis, to 

gain more control of Iraq’s 
government and economy. 

Now it fears that the 
protests, and the process of 
forming a new government 
in Iraq, could push it back.

It fears the same thing 
in Lebanon. Its close ally, 
the political movement 
Hizbollah, is a major part of 
the Lebanese government 
and is threatened by the 
mass demonstrations. 

Threaten
Yet the US can’t claim to 
support the protests in 
Iraq and Lebanon because 
they threaten it too.

The US has a stake in Iraq 
and Lebanon’s governments. 
Shaky coalitions have kept 
an uneasy balance between 
Western and Iranian-backed 
politicians in both countries.

In Iraq, protesters know 
that the US imposed the 
corrupt and sectarian 
government system to try 
and keep control after 
it invaded in 2003.

The US might hope to 
gain from the confusion at 
the top. But it’s frightened 
of what genuine revolts 
from below could unleash.

That’s one reason why 
forming new governments 
in Iraq and Lebanon is 
expected to take a very long 
time, but change very little. 

It’s also why protesters 
have stayed on the streets, 
demanding deeper change 
that sweeps away every 
corrupt politician—and brings 
in a new political system.

Those demands threaten 
every ruler in the Middle 
East, and the imperialist 
system that props them up.

AN ANTI-GOVERNMENT protester in Najaf, Iraq

The US might 
hope to gain 
from the 
confusion but 
it’s frightened

‘‘ 

ANALYSIS
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‘Two strikes, one fight’ at UCL university 
by SADIE ROBINSON

HUNDREDS OF strikers 
marched around central 
London on Wednesday 
of last week demand-
ing big changes in higher 
education.

The day saw a walkout by 
members of the IWGB union 
at University College London 
(UCL). 

The cleaners, porters and 
security staff are battling  
outsourcing and zero hours 
contracts, and demanding 
that UCL brings their jobs 
back in house.

At the same time, UCU 
union members in 60 uni-
versit ies across Britain 
marked the end of a fantastic  
eight-day strike.

Crime 
IWGB and UCU members 
marched to UCL headquar-
ters chanting, “Two strikes, 
one fight!” and, “UCL you’re 
out of time—outsourcing is a 
crime.”

Security worker and IWGB 
member Tatiana told Social-
ist Worker, “Ten years ago I 
was earning the same wages 
as I earn now—between 

£10 and £12 an hour. But 
ten years ago that was a lot 
higher than the minimum 
wage, now it isn’t.

“It’s not fair. We pro-
vide a public service and we 
work in very busy places. We 

have to fight for our rights.” 
Outsourced workers have 
fewer rights than those 
directly employed. 

They don’t receive the 
same sick pay, holiday entitle-
ments, pensions or parental 

leave. IWGB rep and security 
officer Abdul told Socialist 
Worker, “I’ve worked at UCL 
for ten years. 

“We are the first people 
you see when you come onto 
campus, but a lot of students 

don’t know how we are being 
treated.

“A few months ago we 
got together and decided to 
launch a campaign. We had 
a big meeting of security staff 
and voted to launch a com-

mittee. Cleaners and porters 
had their own meetings and 
voted to start campaigning 
too.”

Workers rallied outside 
the Universities UK bosses’  
headquarters before heading 
onto UCL headquatres. 

They chanted, “Who’s the 
university? We’re the univer-
sity!”

Adam from the IWGB told 
the crowd, “I had a lung 
infection for one month and 
a half and I didn’t get paid. 
Nothing at all.

Prestigious 
“UCL is one of the most pres-
tigious places in the world. 
We need to tell people the 
truth about how they are 
treating us. 

“We are fighting for  
something we deserve.”

Farhana from the IWGB 
added, “Let’s show them what 
unity looks like and what eve-
rybody can do together.”

Workers are confident 
that their struggles can win. 
“They’ve brought outsourced 
workers back in house at 
King’s College London and at 
Soas,” said Abdul. 

“So we know it can be 
done.”

STRIKING UNIVERSITY workers and outsourced cleaners march through central London Picture: Guy Smallman
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University 
strikers 
ready for 
round two
Lecturers and other higher education 
staff are back to work but the fight 
over pensions and conditions goes 
on, writes Sadie Robinson
WORKERS IN universities across 
Britain are organising following a 
fantastic eight-day strike.

UCU un ion  members  a t  
60  universities struck in a battle to 
transform higher education. They 
are engaged in two disputes—one 
over pensions, and another over 
pay, inequality and conditions.

UCU members met at a confer-
ence to discuss the next steps in 
their pensions dispute on Friday of 
last week.

Union members on the picket 
lines told Socialist Worker that 
many workers expected to be back 
out on strike in the New Year.

There is a clear mood to keep 
up the fight and people have been 
buoyed by the first walkout.

Peter, a striker at University 
College London (UCL), told 
Socialist Worker, “The strikes were 
consistently strong throughout the 
eight days.

“I’ve been really impressed by the 
level of support from staff and also 
students.”

Carlo is a UCU rep at Dundee 
 university and a member of 
the union’s national executive 
committee. 

He told Socialist Worker, “We 
had a unanimous vote in favour of 
taking 15 more days of escalating 
strikes.

Replicate
“There wasn’t any opposition to 
that. But what’s interesting is that 
some people said we should repli-
cate what the RMT union is doing 
on South Western Trains and go for 
27 days. 

“The idea didn’t get laughed at.”
Workers won’t be sitting back 

before the next walkouts get 
 underway. 

Action short of a strike will see 
UCU members work to contract. 

A n d  U C U  m e m b e r s  a t 
13   universities that backed strikes 
but missed the 50 percent  turnout 
threshold in the ballots are 
 reballoting for action. 

UCU members stressed the need 
to keep active between strikes.

Josh is a union rep at University 
College London. “We need to keep 
the momentum up and keep our 
campaigns visible,” he told Socialist 
Worker.

“What’s been really exciting is 
that rank and file members have 
launched their own actions during 
the strike.

“For instance, strikers found out 
that postgraduate teaching assis-
tants are paid different rates in dif-
ferent departments. 

“So we will use the period 
between strikes to have weeks of 
action over these kind of issues.”

Carlo added, “Between strikes we 
have to focus on making the action 
short of strikes stick. We want 
people to take their weekends, have 
a lunch break, regain control over 
their work.

“Branches have to organise 
 meetings and union lunches to keep 
members engaged. We need  lobbies 
of court and senate meetings to 
keep the pressure on.

“There are still some casualised 
staff who think they can’t join the 
union.

“So we have to have a drive to 
recruit these people. Our branch is 
discussing funding the union subs 
of PhD students who are doing 
research.”

The union should name dates for 
escalating strikes. Workers can win.

BACK STORY
University lecturers and other 
staff walked out for eight days at 
60 universities
lThey are striking over pay cuts, 
pension attacks, and demanding 
permanent contracts and action 
on unequal pay
lThe strike followed last year’s 
14 day action to defend pensions
lA panel advised that workers 
should contribute no more than 
8 percent of their salary to the 
pension scheme
lBut contributions rose to 
10.4 percent and will rise again

STRIKERS ON the picket line at Queen Mary university in London Picture: Guy Smallman

Eight-day strike wins huge solidarity 
—and puts fear into the bosses
THE EIGHT-DAY strike showed 
workers’ willingness to resist, and 
the widespread support that exists 
for their struggle. Union members 
raised over £100,000 in donations 
for strikers during the action.

Students and other workers 
joined big protests, rallies and 
demonstrations last week to mark 
the end of the strike.

“Pickets on the last day of the 
strike seemed bigger in lots of 
places and involved new people,” 
said Carlo. “Being on a picket line 
has made everyone smile.”

Fighting 
Strikers are fighting the gender 
and race pay gap, real terms 
pay cuts, casual contracts, 
rocketing workloads and attacks 
on pensions. Winning workers’ 
demands could start to transform 
higher education. 

Rick was on strike at Queen 
Mary University of London. 
“Ultimately this is about 
government policy—the fees 
regime and marketisation,” he told 
Socialist Worker.

“People on low pay and casual 
contracts are teaching first 
years—the most important job—
but they’re not valued. That’s 

just wrong.” Striker Darryn said 
that “the market is failing” in 
education. 

Many workers feel the strike 
has opened up the possibility of 
pushing all that back.

“In a way our demands now 
are too mild,” said Carlo. “People 
want more. They don’t want to go 
back to work with the old way of 
working. 

“They want things to change in 
the sector. They’re fed up of being 
overworked and unable to do what 
they came into higher education 
to do.”

Anne, a striker at Cambridge 
university, said strikes have 
spawned new campaigns. “The 
anti-casualisation movement at 
Cambridge was born out of our 
2018 strike,” she told Socialist 
Worker. 

“That’s what gave people 
confidence. It meant that this 
time we had a much better level 
of organisation at the start of the 
strike. It’s strikes that are changing 
things.”

UCL striker Catalina said the 
strikes are part of a wider battle to 
win radical changes. 

“The same kind of social 
uprisings that are happening 

across the world are also found 
here,” she told Socialist Worker. 

“They are showing that the 
system is crumbling. All the 
struggles are connected. Across the 
world it’s the same story. All we 
want is dignity.”

UCL striker Matthew added, “I 
was picketing every day and it was 
really inspiring meeting people 
from different backgrounds. 

“I work on the seventh floor 
and usually I don’t see anyone all 
day apart from people in my own 
department.

“With all the attacks it feels like 
higher education could break. I’m 
not going to have it break on my 
watch.”

Carlo said the strike 
has “brought people 
together”. 

“It’s made people 
see that they 
share so much 
in common,” 
he said. “It’s 
liberating. As 
socialists, we 
often say that 
people’s ideas 
change in struggle, 
and they genuinely 
do.” Student solidarity
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Whirlpool bosses in 
a spin after defeat
WORKERS HAVE taken 
Whirlpool bosses to the 
cleaners. The multinational 
has agreed to pay workers 
at its tumble dryer factory in 
Bristol at least £10 an hour.

It has also pledged to give 
long-serving agency workers 
full-time contracts. 

The 90 Unite union 
members were set to strike 
on Thursday and on  
6 January after voting by  
90 percent for action.

Unite regional officer 
Ken Fish said, “This result 
was down to the solidarity 
and determination of our 
Whirlpool members. 

“They were prepared 
to weather hardship over 
Christmas by striking for fair 
pay and a fair deal for their 
agency colleagues.”

Pay offer leaves 
beer workers bitter
WORKERS AT beer giant 
Green King are being balloted 
for strikes over a “paltry”  
2 percent pay offer. 

Over 160 workers, 
including dray people, 
brewery and warehouse 
workers, have until  
13 January to vote for 
industrial action. 

They are based at Green 
King’s head office in Bury St 
Edmunds and distribution 
centres in Abington in 
Oxfordshire and Eastwood in 
Nottinghamshire. 

Strikes to drive  
VW to a standstill
DOCK WORKERS at 
Sheerness in Kent will launch 
a series of strikes against a 
pay freeze in the New Year. 

The Unite union members, 
who offload cars for the 
Volkswagen Group, could 
cause disruption across the 
giant’s supply chain. 

Unite regional officer 
Philip Silkstone said, “Strikes 
will seriously disrupt the 
distribution of Volkswagen 
Group vehicles arriving 
at Sheerness docks to be 
shipped to dealerships across 
Britain.”

Serco are ‘worst 
sort of scrooge’ 
THE UNITE union has vowed 
to fight against Serco’s plan 
to axe traffic wardens’ jobs in 
Ealing, west London.

The outsourcer, which took 
over the contract in April, 
has announced plans to slash 
eight out of 60 jobs. 

Unite regional officer 
Clare Keogh said, “Serco is 
behaving like the worst type 
of Scrooge employer, by 
announcing job losses just 
before Christmas.

“Our members feel like 
Christmas is cancelled as 
their jobs are hanging by a 
thread.

“They perform a vital 
role in ensuring transport in 
Ealing is kept moving while 
bringing in vital income.”

Strikers want head to 
confess to bullying 
WORKERS AT St Catherine’s 
Catholic School for Girls in 
Bexleyheath began a three-
day strike on Tuesday. 

NEU union members are 
in dispute over what they call 
bullying behaviour by the head 
teacher, Yvonne Connolly. 

This week’s strike follows 
over a month of walkouts that 
started on 30 October.

On Friday of last week the 
school’s trustees, La Sainte 
Union, announced that 
Connolly would be taking “a 
leave of absence for her own 
health and wellbeing”. 

And Barry Connell, chair of 
governors, stepped down.

Workers say Connolly 
presided over a “climate of 
fear” at the school. 

Teacher Emmanuel Nketia 
left in July 2018 and said, 
“Bullying, discrimination, 
unfair treatment and 
mismanagement were rife.”

Last month 66 workers 
and 220 parents and former 
students signed two votes of 
no confidence in Connolly. 

They demanded an 

investigation into 34 
complaints. Striker Rachel 
Shepherd said, “There 
remains a culture of fear at St 
Catherine’s.”
lSend messages of support to 
Deborah.jones@neu.org.uk

nNEU MEMBERS at Salford 
City College began a  
two-day walkout over pay on 
Tuesday. 

The action follows five 

strikes last month after bosses 
refused to implement a 
nationally agreed deal on pay 
and conditions.

The NEU said that it would 
cost the college £117,000 to 
resolve the dispute. 

And workers say last year’s 
accounts show the college has 
£16 million in “unrestricted 
reserves”.
lSend messages of support to 
cawton.wright@neu.org.uk

OVER 2,000 people joined a protest and rave against Donald Trump’s visit to London on 
Tuesday of last week. After marching to Buckingham Palace, protesters danced in Trafalgar 
Square next to float organised by the R3 Sound System, Love Music Hate Racism and  
Stand Up To Racism  Picture: Guy Smallman

A deputy council leader 
gloats  over victimisations
TRADE UNIONISTS in 
Kirklees, West Yorkshire, 
were reeling after a 
Labour deputy council 
leader was found gloating 
over the suspension 
of trade unionists. 

The Unison union branch 
in Kirklees has been taken 
over by the union’s regional 
bureaucracy. 

Branch secretary Paul 
Holmes, branch chair Nick 
Ruff and assistant branch 
secretary Cath Kinder have 
been suspended under 
Unison’s “Rule I”. 

The union has used this 

rule against the left in the 
past.

Paul was also suspended 
by his employer.

On hearing the news, 
Peter McBride emailed, “So 
there is a Father Christmas.” 

He accidentally sent it to 
66 fellow councillors. 

Their suspensions 
came two weeks after bin 
workers in the area held 
a consultative ballot on 
industrial action.

Workers have staged 
a long-running battle 
against bullying and racist 
management. 

STAND UP TO TRUMP LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Support prisoners during the holiday season by sending a letter
AS THE holiday season 
approaches, Socialist 
Worker asks readers to 
write to political prisoners 
and those who have 
suffered at the hands of the 
system.
When you write to 
prisoners, enclose a 
stamped addressed 
envelope so they can reply.

Justice for the Craigavon Two
Brendan McConville  
Roe 4 C7604
HMP Maghaberry, 
Old Road,

Upper Ballinderry, Lisburn
BT28 2PT
 
John Paul Wootton
HMP Maghaberry 
Old Road,
Upper Ballinderry, Lisburn
BT28 2PT
is.gd/PozCMk 

Ross MacPherson   
A6791AD
HMP Woodhill
V2 Tattenhoe St
Milton Keynes 
MK4 4DA
is.gd/c20ZZA

Wang Yam     
A5928AL, 
HMP Lowdham Grange, 
Old Epperstone Road, 
Lowdham, NG14 7DA
is.gd/Vnx1rw
 
Richard Southern
HMP Berwyn, Bridge Road
Wrexham Industrial Estate
Wrexham, LL13 9QE
is.gd/DCfkrQ 
 
Julian Assange
A9379AY HMP Belmarsh,
Western Way, London 
SE28 0EB

Kevan Thakrar    
A4907AE, HMP Full Sutton
Stamford Bridge, YO41 1PS
justiceforkevan.org

John Bowden
A5026DM, HMP Warren Hill
Grove Road
Hollesley, Woodbridge
IP12 3BF
is.gd/8vdNcT
 
Justice for Birmingham Four
Naweed Ali A0531CJ,  
HMP Frankland
Brasside, Durham
DH1 5YD

Mohibur Rahman
A3480AZ,  
HMP Frankland
Brasside, Durham, DH1 5YD

Khobaib Hussain
A0537CJ, HMP Long Lartin
South Littleton, Evesham 
WR11 8TZ

Tahir Aziz   
A8301DV, HMP Whitemoor
Long Hill Road, March, PE15 
0PR
mojuk.org.uk/Orphans/
brumfour.html and 
is.gd/2k4mEg

EDUCATION 

Strikers at the south London school 

Two East London schools 
resist academies scam
NEU UNION members at two 
Catholic schools in Newham, 
east London, were set to 
strike against academisation 
on Wednesday. 

The schools involved are 
St Angela’s secondary school 
and St Michael’s primary 
school. 

The action at St Michael’s 
was due to close the school, 
showing solid support for 
the strike. And strikes in the 
future could be bigger.

NEU members at a third 
large Catholic school in 
Newham, St Bonaventure’s, 
have also voted 
overwhelmingly for strikes in 
an indicative ballot.

A campaign against 
academisation halted the 

process for local authority 
schools in Newham. 

But the Catholic schools 
are run by the Brentwood 
Diocese, which seems 
determined to push ahead. 

Its multi academy trust 
took over Our Lady of 
Lourdes primary school in 
the neighbouring borough 
of Redbridge in September, 
despite a strong parent 
campaign.

The time, with union 
groups at three schools 
showing their commitment 
to oppose academisation 
with strikes, there is a real 
potential to win.
Miriam Scharf
lSend messages of support to 
louise.cuffaro@neu.org.uk

ANTI-ACADEMISATION 

TRANSPORT ROUND-UP 

TYNE AND Wear could 
grind to a halt on one of the 
busiest weekends of the year 
as rail workers prepare to 
strike. RMT union members on 
the Tyne and Wear Metro plan 
to begin a 48-hour walkout on 
Friday of next week—“Black 
Eye Friday” when the city 
centre is full of revellers. 
Workers rejected a 15 percent 

pay increase. The union say 
that wages have “stagnated” 
below the industry norm.

nTHE RMT union suspended 
industrial action on West 
Midlands Trains for workers to 
vote on a new offer. 

The workers have staged 
three days of walkouts over the 
role of the guard and safety. 
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 ‘We’ll fight to stay in  
the NHS,’say strikers 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

HUNDREDS OF health 
workers in Berkshire and 
Surrey plan a fresh round of 
strikes against privatisation.

Unite and GMB union 
members at Frimley Health 
NHS Foundation Trust are 
set to walk out for three days 
from Wednesday of next 
week. 

The cleaners and other 
support staff are fighting 
plans to outsource 1,000 
jobs to a “wholly-owned 
subsidiary”.

Workers fear the plan is a 
stepping stone to full-blown 
privatisation. 

While the trust would 
remain the sole shareholder 
of the privately-registered 
company, it would allow 
bosses to undermine wages 
and terms and conditions.

Planned
Strikes are planned at at 
Frimley Park, Wexham Park 
and Heatherwood hospitals.

They come on the back of  
a two-day strike in November. 

It saw very strong support 
not only from staff directly 
affected, but also from 
nurses and doctors within the 
affected hospitals.

Asia All ison, a GMB 
regional organiser said, 
“Setting further dates is a 
clear indication that the 
trust will not be able to trick, 

threaten or bully their way 
into creating a wholly-owned 
subsidiary. 

“This second phase of 
industrial action is simply the 
next step towards, if needs 
be, a winter of discontent for 
affected staff at the trust. 

“Our members are com-
mitted to saving their NHS 
status. 

“No future outside the 
NHS—in either a wholly 
owned subsidiary or contrac-
tor—is acceptable to them 

in any form.” Gary Palmer, 
GMB regional organiser said, 
“Further strikes will continue 
to celebrate all forms of soli-
darity and community. 

“We have a  vision of when 
hardworking NHS staff will 
rid themselves of manage-
ment set on ruining the NHS 
through privatisation.”

Unite regional officer 
Jesika Parmar said, “Already 
the trust is issuing new  
uniforms without the NHS 
logo on the clothing. The trust 

bosses don’t see this new ven-
ture as being part of the NHS, 
which is disgraceful.”

Unison, the largest union 
at the trust, backed out of 
the fight before the first strike 
last month. The union said 
the trust had agreed to look 
at “alternative solutions”.

Sustained strikes at other 
trusts has forced bosses 
to totally dump plans for 
wholly-owned subsidiaries. 

Unison should join the 
action at Frimley.

HEALTH VISITORS

Unite claims a success in 
long-running Lincs strike 
THE UNITE union has 
claimed victory in the 
long-running fight over 
pay by health visitors in 
Lincolnshire.

Over 70 health visitors 
began a month-long strike 
on 18 November to demand 
the same pay grade for the 
whole workforce. 

Unite officials suspended 
the action after it reached 
a deal that will see the 
majority of workers on the 
higher grade 10. 

Some 58 health visitors 
will be fast-tracked onto 
grade 10. 

A further 16 workers 
on the NHS Agenda for 
Change pay scales—who 
were transferred to the local 

authority in 2017—are still 
awaiting confirmation.

The new deal includes 
a one-off lump sum of 
between £2,000 and 
£6,000. 

Around 13 health visitors 
have left or are leaving 
shortly for other jobs. 

Unite said this still leaves 
a “handful of relatively new 
health visitors” on grade 9. 

The union “pledged to 
explore every avenue to 
get those still on grade 9 
uplifted to grade 10 as soon 
as possible”.

That has to include 
calling more strikes unless 
council bosses guarantee 
pay justice for all health 
visitors.

Tax strike on election day
WORKERS AT a West 
London tax office were 
set to strike on Thursday 
of this week—the day of 
the general election.

Members of the PCS union 
in Ealing are fighting to stop 
redundancies following the 
planned closure of their office.

Many say they will be 
forced to take redundancy 
if bosses relocate their 
workplace to a new site in 
either Stratford or Croydon.

They are set to take action 
from 12 noon on Thursday. 

This follows a half-day 
strike last week.

Strikers walked out out 
of their office to applause 
from waiting supporters on 
Thursday of last week, before 
marching to a rally nearby.
lMessages of support to 
RCGroup@pcs.org.uk
lSupport on social 
media using the hashtag 
#SaveEalingTaxOffice

GMB AND Unite union members struck together in November            Picture: GMB Southern on twitter

HEALTH

PRIVATISATION

PORTERS AND CLEANERS

Ealing strikers march to a rally                                 Picture: Guy Smallman

Out to win           Picture: Guy Smallman

Selloff to a US privatiser
CAMPAIGNERS ARE outraged 
that Chesterfield Royal Hospital 
is to sell off medical services to 
a US health company.

It was revealed this week 
that the trust that runs the 
hospital is to outsource an 
“essential medical service” to a 
private company.

The company is the US-
based multinational Steris 
corporation. 

There are reports of 
workers’ dissatisfaction at the 
move. There are also fears that 
staff transferred to Steris may 
face downgrading and salary 
reductions.

 James Eaden, president of 
Chesterfield & District trades 
council, said, “Despite repeated 

claims by the prime minister 
and health secretary that 
there are no plans to sell off 
parts of the NHS to US private 
companies, a selloff is taking 
place right here in Chesterfield.

“Earlier this year the local 
community and workers at the 
Royal raised serious objections 
to the outsourcing of up to  
700 non-medical staff to a 
‘wholly owned subsidiary’. 

“Now the trust is going 
a step further with the full 
privatisation of a service area  
at the Royal.” 

The move underlines that 
the present set-up allows such 
measures—even before there is 
any post-Brexit trade deal with 
the US. 

Strike at ‘Brexit HQ’ club
KITCHEN PORTERS, members 
of the Independent Workers 
Union of Great Britain (IWGB) 
union, were set to strike for 
two days from Wednesday at 
the private members’ club  
5 Hertford Street. 

The migrant workers are 
striking for proper sick pay and 
union recognition. 

They currently receive 
only the minimum sick pay, 
meaning that they are not paid 
for the first three days that 
they take off work. 

They then only get £94.25 
per week, forcing them to 
return to work while ill so that 
they can pay rent. 

The club has been dubbed 
“Brexit HQ”. 

It is owned by Robin Birley 
who donated over £250,000 to 
Ukip and some £20,000 to the 

Tories. Membership to the club 
costs £1,800 a year. 

Following a vote for strikes 
last month, the club agreed to 
pay porters the London Living 
Wage of £10.75 a month from 
January. 

But president of IWGB 
Henry Chango Lopez said 
that their conditions are still 
“unconscionable”. 

nCLEANERS working for 
contractors Lakethorne 
Group at Highgate Wood 
School in north London 
struck on Tuesday for the 
London Living Wage. 

They are members of the 
Caiwu union.
   They are also fighting 
for proper clothing and 
materials at work and equal 
holidays and conditions.

CIVIL SERVICE

ST MARY’S

The end of outsourcing  
after nine days of strikes?
AFTER NINE days of strikes 
at St Mary’s hospital in west 
London the cleaners, caterers 
and porters have voted to 
suspend action planned for this 
week.

 The decision was made 
unanimously last week by 
UVW union members.

Previously they had planned 
another five-day strike.

Tim Orchard, chief 
executive of Imperial Trust 
that runs St Mary’s hospital, 
has finally agreed to enter into 
negotiations with the union.

These talks will be 
concluded by 31 January 2020. 

It has been agreed that all 
options are on the table in 
these negotiations,

That includes bringing  
in-house workers who are 
currently outsourced to 

Sodexo. They are demanding 
NHS pay and conditions

The union says, “If the 
deal reached by 31 January is 
not considered acceptable by 
our members then they will 
commence an all out indefinite 
strike, notice of which has 
already been given.”
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 MIGRANTS FEAR
TORY VISA PLAN 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

H U N D R E D S  o f  
thousands of migrants 
faced an uncertain future 
as people prepared to vote 
in the general election on 
Thursday.

The Tories and Labour 
Party had pledged to bring 
in “visa-based” and “skills-
based” immigration rules 
after Brexit. This would 
restrict rights for European 
Union (EU) migrants—and 
make it harder for migrants 
from the rest of the world to 
come and live in Britain.

Slammed
Maika Bohn of the 3 million 
migrants’ rights campaign 
slammed “years of nega-
tive rhetoric” that “prompts 
many EU citizens to pack 
their bags”.

“Their rights are not guar-
anteed in law and their future 
is deeply uncertain,” she 
wrote. “Many are going, yet 
not many are coming.”

Boris Johnson ramped 
up the racist rhetoric on 
Monday, saying EU migrants 
“treat the UK as if it’s part 
of their own country”. The 

proposed rules would force 
the vast majority of migrants 
to apply for either a “skilled” 
or “unskilled” visa. 

These are arbitrary defini-
tions set by the government. 
Care workers are classed as 
unskilled. A small number 
of people, such as bosses, 

bankers, leading scientists 
and researchers, would face 
limited restrictions under 
an “exceptional talent visa”. 
They would be able to come 
to Britain without a job offer 
and stay for up to five years.

Migrants deemed “skilled”, 
such as most health workers, 

would have to have a job offer 
before coming to Britain. 

The Migration Advisory 
Committee (MAC), a govern-
ment body, would have new 
powers to set a quota for the 
amount of visas that could be 
given out per sector.

They would be able to 

apply for residency in Britain. 
B u t  t h o s e  d e e m e d 

“unskilled”, such as farm 
workers, would only be able 
to come temporarily on few 
rights. 

Many fruit or cockle pick-
ers already face dangerous 
working conditions and this 

would make their situation 
worse. And Johnson made 
clear that they would have 
“no pathway” to residency.

The Tory plan is based on a 
racist myth that migrants are 
a drain on resources. 

Yet the MAC’s own report 
into immigration last autumn 
said that migrants “have paid 
£4.7 billion more in taxes 
than they received in wel-
fare payments and public 
services”.

Unfortunately, the Labour 
leadership has not stuck 
with the party conference’s 
demand to defend and extend 
free movement. 

It has given ground to the 
Tories’ racist scapegoating 
with its promise of a “skills-
based visa system” after 
Brexit. Any division in the 
working class makes it harder 
for workers to take on the 
Tories and the bosses. 

The left and anti-racists 
need to fight to defend and 
extend free movement—and 
for the right of all migrants to 
stay in Britain.

WE MUST defend the rights of migrants to stay in Britain                     Picture: Guy Smallman 

 Home Office ‘support’ tricks vulnerable people 
A HOME Office team has 
been luring vulnerable 
migrants into advice 
centres—to tell them 
to leave Britain.

The National 
Community Engagement 
Team (NCET) has 
held 20 events. 

The advertisement 
for one event at Labour-
run Enfield Council’s 
offices in north London 
made it sound like a 
migrant support group.

Opportunity
 The team said it was a 
“valuable opportunity to 
learn more about what 
support is available to 
local people who may feel 
they are in vulnerable 
circumstances”. It talks 

about helping victims of 
modern day slavery. 

But an email, seen 
by the Financial Times 
newspaper, showed 
the NCET’s aim is to 
encourage people to leave.

The email from NCET 
official Mark Aarons said 

the teams sought to “raise 
awareness of the harm 
of illegal immigration”.

And teams offered 
“assistance to illegal 
migrants who wish to 
voluntarily return”. 

One official, who 
worked on the Enfield 

event, described their job 
as “promoting benefits 
of Voluntary Returns 
and reintegration”.

Chai Patel of the  
Joint Council for the 
Welfare of Immigrations 
said the Home Office 
policy could drive 
migrants away from 
seeking support. 

“By corrupting spaces 
that should be safe for 
victims, whatever their 
race or nationality, 
the Home Office is 
choosing to drive them 
underground,” he said. 

There are an estimated 
one million undocumented 
migrants in Britain. 

All these people should 
be given the right to 
live here in safety. 

Refugees stuck in camps
OVER 90,000 refugees 
are trapped in internment 
camps in Greece, 
according to official data 
published last week. 

They are forced to 
wait for months under 
a deal signed by the 
European Union (EU)
and Turkey in 2016. 

Refugees are 
“processed” and 
those who “fail” their 
asylum application are 
deported to Turkey.  

The EU is a regional 
bloc of capitalist states 
that helps its members 
compete with rivals in 
the world market. 

This means free 
movement of capital 
and labour within its 

borders but strict control 
of what comes in and 
out—including people.

The only solution is to 
open the borders and let 
refugees reach safety.

More online
For more on anti-racism see  
www.socialistworker.co.uk

The Home Office has been luring vulnerable migrants

Trapped in Greece
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HEALTH SERVICE 

Deadly NHS 
crisis shames 
Boris Johnson 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

BORIS JOHNSON doesn’t 
care about the NHS—or the 
deaths and pain caused by 
Tory cuts. 

He dismissed the plight of 
a four year old child who was 
forced to sleep on a hospital 
floor due to lack of beds. 

Jack, who was ill with 
suspected pneumonia, had to 
give up his bed for another 
patient at Leeds General 
Infirmary last week. 

Campaigners hounded 
Tory health secretary Matt 
Hancock when he visited the 
hospital on Monday. The BBC’s 
Laura Kuenssberg—and other 
establishment journalists—lied 

that an activist had punched 
one of Hancock’s aides. 

One ITV journalist tried to 
question Johnson, showing 
him a phone picture of 
Jack on the floor. Johnson 
pocketed the phone. 

The news of Jack was 
followed by revelations that 
almost 5,500 people died 
due to lack of NHS beds 
in the last three years. 

A study found that 5,449 
deaths were a direct result of 
people waiting on trolleys for 
up to 11 hours. Jack’s story 
shows the reality of a decade 
of cuts and privatisation. 

The Tories’ reaction shows 
the contempt they have for 
working class people. 

We must drive them out. 

Four year old Jack 



WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK
  Tory Brexit drive behind  
 divisions with business
The Financial Times 
newspaper and The 
economist refused to 
call for a vote for the 
Tories. 

Both are utterly 
dedicated to  
pro-capitalist 
policies, and their 
refusal underlines a 
long-term problem 
for the Tory party.

historically the 
Tories have faced 
their most damaging 
crises when they 
stray from the views 
of sections of big 
business. 

That is what is 
they have now done 
over Brexit and other 
issues.

Of course both 
newspapers were 
clear they don’t want 
Jeremy Corbyn. 

The Financial 
Times wrote, “The 
party most distant 
from FT values—and 
whose policies are 
most perilous—is 
Labour under Mr 
Corbyn.

Thatcherite
“Labour aims to 
reverse, not revise, 
the Thatcherite 
revolution of the 
1980s.”

The economist 
added, “Mr Corbyn’s 
ruinous plans at 
home and bankrupt 
views abroad mean 
that this newspaper 
cannot support 
Labour.”

But they then 

went on to denounce 
Boris Johnson. The 
Financial Times said, 
“In normal times 
all this would argue 
for support for the 
Conservatives. These 
are not normal times. 
This Tory party is 
high-risk. 

“Mr Johnson has 
played fast and loose 
with democratic 
norms. his word is 
rarely his bond.”

The newspaper 
concluded that it 
wants a vote for 
“internationalist, 
pro-business MPs”.

The economist 
said Johnson has 
absorbed the lesson 
“that there is no 
penalty for lying or 
breaking the rules”. 

“This chicanery 
corrodes trust in 
democracy,” it said. 
“For all these reasons 
this newspaper 
cannot support the 

Conservatives.
“That leaves a low 

bar for the Liberal 
Democrats, and they 
clear it.” 

Splits on the 
right can become an 
opportunity for the 
left to fight and win.

But it’s not just the 
right that is split.

Disgracefully the 
New Statesman 
magazine—always 
seen as pro-Labour—
refused to call for 
a Labour vote this 
time. 

It said, “The 
essential judgement 
that must be made 
is on Mr Corbyn 
himself. 

“his reluctance 
to apologise for 
the antisemitism in 
Labour and to take a 
stance on Brexit, the 
biggest issue facing 
the country, make 
him unfit to be prime 
minister.”

Boris Johnson’s Brexit drive has angered some bosses

WHAT WE THINK

voTe laBour---and keep 
up fighT for real change

 S
ocialist Worker urges 
everyone to back Jeremy 
corbyn and vote labour 
on thursday.

in the hours left of 
the election campaign, we call on 
everyone to argue for the biggest 
possible labour vote.

the boss of Datapraxis, one of 
the polling firms, said on Sunday, 
“We have never seen as many 
undecided voters this late in the 
campaign. 

“as many as 80-90 
constituencies are still up for 
grabs. a much larger conservative 
landslide is still possible—but so is 
a hung parliament.”

let’s drive out Boris Johnson’s 
government of lies and fakery. let’s 
at last break from the tories’ cruel 
regime of austerity, racism and 
support for Donald trump.

if corbyn becomes prime 
minister, it will be a fantastic 
rejection of decades of neoliberal 
assaults on working class people. 

it can reverse the sense that 
our side is battered all the time 
while the tories get away with 
murder.

Every activist, and the millions 
who have backed corbyn, would 
go into work or college on Friday 
morning with a smile on their face. 

Every racist and tory supporter 
would feel crushed.

Delight
imagine the delight of seeing 
Johnson become the shortest-
serving prime minister since 1827.

Most importantly a labour win 
could be a spur to struggles in the 
workplaces and on the streets. 

that’s why our rulers fear it, 
and why throughout the election 
campaign we have backed corbyn.

But we also know that even 
winning a majority labour 
government would be far from the 
end of struggle. 

For a start corbyn would be 
surrounded by over 100 labour 
MPs who hate everything he 
stands for. 

He would face the relentless 
opposition of an overwhelmingly 
hostile media. 

the tories would encourage 
sabotage by their backers.

crucially the bosses and the 
bankers will use their economic 
power to try to hold onto their 
privileges and their cash.

this has happened to every 
previous labour government. 

it’s what happened when the 

labour-type social democrat 
Francois Hollande was elected 
French president in 2012.

after a brief period of reforms 
he was squeezed by interest rate 
rises on the bond markets. 

He collapsed into pro-business, 
anti-worker “reforms” and further 
racist laws.

Crumbled
in Greece, syriza was elected in 
January 2015 as the hope of a 
continent that wanted an end to 
austerity. it crumbled in the face of 
the power of the European Union, 
the international Monetary Fund 
and the Greek bosses.

Behind the bosses stand the 
police, the army and the spies. 

two weeks ago sir Richard 
Dearlove, former head of Mi6, said 
corbyn was a “present danger to 
our country”.  “Do not even think 
of handing this politician the keys 
to Number 10,” he warned.

Dearlove was one of those 
responsible for the “dodgy 
dossier” that was used as the main 
justification for the 2003 Iraq war.

None of this means it’s 
worthless to vote for labour. But 
it does mean that the future will 
not be decided on 12 December.

the real struggles will be fought 
in the streets and the workplaces. 

labour compromises and 
retreats because it puts parliament 
and votes first.

to make struggle as effective 
as possible means building a 
movement independent of labour, 
and a revolutionary socialist party 
focused on resistance outside 
parliament. 

We fight climate chaos, 
austerity, racism, war and police 
violence. We want an end to 
capitalism and are battling for 
socialism.

if you agree with us, then join 
the socialist Workers Party.

The bosses will 
use their 
economic power 
to try and hold 
onto their cash

‘‘ 
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  proTesTs  
 hound  
 johnson’s  
 campaign  
 efforTs  
Protesters forced Boris 
Johnson to cancel several cam-
paign events in the days running 
up to the election.

The anger against his visits is one 
sign of the deep bitterness in society.

Jeannie Robinson reported, “At 
a few hours’ notice last Thursday 
we had a tip off that Boris Johnson 
was coming to a knitwear factory—
Smedleys—in a small village in 
Derbyshire. 

“About 50 people turned up to 
protest against the visit. 

“They included Labour Party 
members and Socialist Worker sup-
porters, climate activists and local 
people. 

“We had to split forces to watch 
two entrances. Masses of journalists 
also arrived.

“Many of the workers inside 
waved and gave us the thumbs up. 
Then the Tory battle bus arrived 
and we chased it up a lane to a  
carpark chanting, ‘Boris Johnson 
has to go.’ 

“Over 30 angry people got up the 
lane and up close. We were the first 
item on the television news.”

The next day, reports Steve 
Wilkins, “Around 100 Tory support-
ers gathered 
at  the back 
of the Jolly 
Knight  pub 
in Rochester 
t o  m e e t 
Johnson. 

“ H e  w a s 
touring Kent 
in advance of 
the leaders’ 
debate in 
Maidstone 
that evening. 

Failed
“But Johnson 
f a i l e d  t o 
appear because 
of the presence of 
protesters from Stand 
Up To Racism and 
Extinction Rebellion. 

“We jo ined a 
young woman with 
a homemade plac-
ard that read, 

‘Austerity Killed 130,000. You Have 
Blood On Your Hands.’ 

“It was announced that Johnson 
had been delayed and then that he 
was not coming to Rochester after 
all due to ‘logistical reasons’”. 

And Johnson’s problems contin-
ued the next day. 

ITV news reported, “Johnson was 
forced to abandon a walkabout in 
Westhoughton, Lancashire, after 
dozens of protesters took to the 
town’s high street.

“The prime minister had planned 
to meet voters in the marginal 
Bolton West constituency,” it said.

“Around 100 demonstrators, some 
selling Socialist Worker newspaper 
and holding banners saying ‘No to 
Racism, No to Boris Johnson’, had 
lined both sides of the high street 
where Mr Johnson had planned to 
go on a walkabout.

“Instead the prime minister trav-
elled back to London by car and his 
battle bus also headed south, ending 
his whirlwind visit to North West 
marginal seats on Saturday.”

Last Saturday trade unionists, 
Labour Party members and other 
socialists held a march through 
Wigan in north west England.

I t  mobi-
lised against 

the Tories 
in defence 
of the NHS 

a n d  c e l e -
brated recent 
strike suc-
cesses in the 

area. 
M o r e 

p r o t e s t -
ers greeted 

Boris Johnson 
when he vis-
i ted  a  f i sh 

m a r k e t  i n 
Gr imsby ,  ea s t 

Y o r k s h i r e ,  o n 
Monday.

Some market workers 
holding placards heckled 
him while he chatted to 

merchants and posed with 
fish. One campaigner held 
a sign which read, “Hope 
Not Tories.”

corByn addressed protesters in Haverfordwest, Wales (above and below)  

  ‘Anything seemed possible’ as  
 Corbyn fires up the crowd in Wales
by Martin ChapMan

JEREMY CORBYN’S visit to South 
Wales last Saturday introduced 
excitement into a campaign that 
had seemed only to consist of 
canvassing.

There was an electric rally in 
Swansea at which Corbyn spoke 
twice—inside and then to an 
overspill rally held outside the 
venue.

Activists had worked hard 
to publicise the venue and also 
organised the overspill as an  
anti-austerity rally for those who 
could not get a ticket. 

Those who attended the rally 
left feeling inspired. The same 
buzz was evident at the three other 
South Wales events. 

Added together it appears 
that the same insurgence that 
occurred at the last election may be 
returning.

The left also worked hard to 
liven up the event in Barry, near 
Cardiff. But the best event was in 
Haverfordwest in west Wales.

 The left pulled off a tremendous 

event that completely thrilled all 
those who attended.

Building on joint anti-Tory 
activity earlier in the campaign, 
the left activists inside and outside 
the Labour Party confidently 
argued for a rally where Corbyn 
could speak. At one point it didn’t 

look like Corbyn would come to the 
rally.   

But when news of hundreds of 
people gathering in the square got 
to the Labour team the “official” 
event moved to join the rally in 
town.

From late afternoon in Castle 
Square there had been speakers 
from unions and campaigns as well 
as the Labour candidate. 

Extinction Rebellion, Stand 
Up To Racism, Disabled People 
Against Cuts, Love Music Hate 
Racism and others all took part in 
an event jointly organised by The 
People’s Assembly, Momentum and 
members of the Socialist Workers 
Party.

There was spontaneous dancing, 
chanting and cheering—anything 
seemed possible. Then Corbyn’s 
campaign bus arrived to a 
tumultuous reception.

Corbyn further fired up the 
crowd with his reasonable demands 
and calm personality. Everyone left 
believing that not only could they 
unseat the sitting Tory MP but that 
this could be the start of real and 
fundamental change in society.a protester in derbyshire

 firms plot to keep profits
Top bosses have 
shown their contempt 
for democracy by 
taking measures 
to avoid Labour’s 
renationalisation 
plans.

In the past fortnight 
National Grid and sse 
energy revealed they 
had shifted their UK 
regulated operations 
to new offshore 
holding companies 
in switzerland, 
Hong Kong and 
Luxembourg. 

both are large 
groups that own 
electricity networks in 
england and scotland.

The swiss and 
Luxembourg entities 
could sue a british 
government that—
rightly—took back 
these firms from 
the privatisers. This 

could be done under 
the energy Charter 
Treaty, an international 
agreement that covers 
cross-border energy 
investments. 

big shareholders in 
water firms have also 
taken action. 

The Canada 
pension plan 
Investment board 
moved its 33 percent 
stake in Anglian 
Water to a Hong Kong 

subsidiary earlier this 
year. 

Despite the 
manoeuvres, 
corporations and the 
rich remain worried.

“even if Labour 
loses this time, the 
threat is simply 
deferred until the 
next election, which 
could be sooner than 
people think,” said 
one adviser to utility 
companies.
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 Big rallies for  
 Corbyn show  
 a mood for  
 radical ideas  
A mass rally in Bristol showed the 
potential behind Corbyn’s campaign, 
despite sneering from sections of the 
media, writes Nick Clark 
IN A show of the potential behind 
Jeremy Corbyn’s general election 
campaign, thousands of people 
turned out for a rally in Bristol on 
Monday afternoon.

The outdoor rally was the biggest 
so far of the campaign—and was 
reminiscent of the events behind 
the success of Labour’s 2017 elec-
tion bid.

Reports say there were huge 
cheers and chanting as Corbyn 
launched a broadside against years 
of austerity and Tory rule.

“Nine years in with four  
million children living in poverty, 
nine years of local government 
and services being cut to the bone 
and this Christmas 130,000 chil-
dren across Britain will wake up 
not knowing if they have a safe and 
secure home,” Corbyn said.

“We need to get rid of the gov-
ernment that has brought austerity 
about.”

He added, “Our young people 
have been so grievously treated.

“I want schools properly funded, 
and to give young people a choice 
over university or apprenticeships 
but not a choice of how much debt 
they will go into.”

Corbyn also showed the crowd 
the photograph of Jack Williment-
Barr, the four year old child forced 
to sleep on a Leeds hospital floor.

“The Tories have had nine years 
to fund our NHS properly,” he said. 

Regime
“It is time to bring their regime to 
an end and elect a Labour govern-
ment that is determined to fund our 
NHS properly. 

“But there is another threat to 
the NHS. That is the secret talks 
that have gone on for two years 
between the Tory government and 
the United States administration.”

The rally attracted sneering from 
the usual suspects. Right wing rag 
the Daily Mail said Corbyn “desper-
ately tried to repeat his 2017 gen-
eral election surge”.

One article in the Guardian 

newspaper agreed. It claimed that 
instead of “energy and enthusiasm” 
there was “weariness, a weight of 
resignation”.

“People just weren’t feeling it in 
the way they once had,” it claimed.

The Guardian article—headlined, 
“No one’s dancing”—was contra-
dicted by a report from local news 
website Bristol Live. 

It described “a really joyful 
atmosphere with people in the 
crowd having a little dance”.

“It was hard to hear Mr Corbyn at 
times, amid the cheers,” the report 
said. “The crowd seem thrilled with 
getting to see him and there are 
cheers all along the line of onlook-
ers as he makes his way back to his 
car.”

Other media commentators ques-
tioned why Corbyn would hold a 
rally in a safe Labour seat—a repeat 
of criticisms proved wrong in 2017.

Then, the rallies created a sense 
of a campaign that was about to 
break through and cause an upset—
catching a mood that politicians and 
commentators had missed. 

They helped Labour defy polls 
that predicted a landslide defeat.

Corbyn looked set to hold more 
rallies in the final two days before 
the election—a welcome return to 
the missing element in Labour’s 
campaign.

BACK STORY
Labour unveiled radical policies 
in its general election campaign
lJeremy Corbyn has pledged to 
challenge the power of the rich 
and properly fund public services
lThe radical message has 
inspired many people to join 
mass canvassing events and 
camapign for Labour
lBut the campaign has generally 
lacked the big rallies that marked 
Corbyn’s 2017 campaign 
lThese gave people confidence 
that big changes were possible

 Dreaming of a red Christmas in Nelson
SOME 500 people welcomed 
Jeremy Corbyn to Nelson in 
Lancashire when he visited on 
Tuesday morning.

Local media reported, “They 
sang ‘I’m dreaming of a red 
Christmas’ as they eagerly wait 
for the arrival of Corbyn”.

Speaking to the crowd, Corbyn 
held up a copy of the Bolton 
News. 

It had a report of the “black 
alert” declared at the Royal 
Bolton hospital as staff tried to 
deal with hundreds of patients 
and a severe lack of beds.

The paper reported that Tasha 
Allred visited the hospital’s 
Accident and Emergency 

Department on Sunday to be 
treated for a chronic condition. 
She said she arrived at 8pm and 
waited until midnight. 

“I lay on the floor at Bolton 
Hospital A&E last night,” she 
said. 

“Hundreds of people were 
sat or lay on floors as the place 
was packed out. I have chronic 
illnesses so have to attend quite 
often. I’ve seen it busy but last 
night was the worst ever.

“I saw triage after three hours 
on the floor to be told it would 
be another ten hours to see a 
doctor and then there would be 
no beds.

“I had to discharge even 

though I was really poorly.”
Corbyn said that Labour’s 

manifesto was “bold, ambitious 
and will be delivered”. He 
promised extra funds for the 
NHS and NHS staff.

Corbyn had begun the day in 
Blackrod in Bolton. 

Fred, a Socialist Workers Party 
member, said, “About a hundred 
people gathered to see him in 
the dark and the freezing cold. 

“There were people of all age 
ranges, and all looking so full of 
hope and expectation. 

“People wouldn’t come out for 
Boris Johnson like that—unless 
they wanted a chance to throw 
things at him.”

LABOUR SUPPORTERS at a mass canvass in Putney, south London, on Monday  Picture: Guy Smallman
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