WHERE NOW FOR THE LEFT?
Are workers moving
Why Labour lost
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The fightback has
begun >>Page 3
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ENVIRONMENT

Climate talks
crash as leaders
fail to set targets
UNITED NATIONS climate
talks in Madrid have failed
to agree a plan to avert
climate catastrophe.
The talks underlined our
rulers’ lack of commitment to
preventing ecological disaster.
Instead, world leaders
debated how they could
keep on polluting using the
“carbon credits” scam.

>>Page 7
FRANCE

‘Withdraw the
plans, Macron
out,’ say strikers
HUGE NUMBERS of
French workers struck and
marched on Tuesday.
The revolt is focused
on president Emmanuel
Macron’s neoliberal attacks
on pensions.
In some places the
democracy of general
assemblies of strikers are
maintaining the action.

>>Page 8

UNION RIGHTS

Transport workers
can derail the
Tories’ attacks

NOW BUILD THE RESISTANCE

BORIS JOHNSON wants
to make it illegal for
public transport workers
to shut down an entire
service with strikes.
The attack comes during
a strike on South Western
Railway. One striker said,
“We’re fighting for safety.”

>>Page 20
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THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘Britain’s divide isn’t
north v south or red v
blue. It’s between the
ugly intolerant left
and the rest of us
Douglas Murray argues for One Nation
Toryism in the Daily Mail newspaper

‘I own this disaster’
Labour’s John McDonnell

‘With a Torydominated media,
the ability to get our
message out on social
media has been a
game-changer and
we’ve been able to
reach tens of millions’
Ian Lavery, Labour Party chairman

‘Of course it makes
me look like a right
plonker but it’s not
what I mean when I’m
winding up a friend’
Labour shadow cabinet minister
Jonathan Ashworth tries to explain
why he was recorded saying Labour’s
election hopes were ‘abysmal’

‘Most of us were
watching this and
seeing a tragedy
unfolding in front
of our eyes. Instead
of seeing a tragedy
Boris Johnson saw an
opportunity’
Dave Merritt criticises the prime
minister for politicising his son’s death
in the London Bridge attack

Socialist Worker

JOHNSON SET FOR
FURTHER BATTLES
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

BORIS JOHNSON had a spring in
his step after the Tories’ resounding win over the Labour Party in
the general election last week.
But Johnson faces serious
problems—and the fight against
Tory austerity, racism and inaction
on climate change must continue.
Johnson campaigned on the
slogan, “Get Brexit done.”
He does not face rebellious
backbenchers anymore and a crop of
loyal MPs will vote for his withdrawal
agreement in parliament.
But Brexit won’t just get done.
It will require further tortuous
talks with the European Union (EU)
and prolonged negotiations with the
US and other powers.
Johnson has already fallen out
with much of big business—the
Tories’ traditional bastion. Bosses
were desperate to remain inside the
neoliberal EU because it protects
their profits, lets them compete with
world rivals and blocks left policies.
Big business cheered when
Jeremy Corbyn lost last week.
Eight of the industries in line for
possible nationalisation under a
Labour government saw their combined stock value grow by £6 billion.
Telecoms group BT rose by 7 percent
and utility Centrica was 8.7 percent
higher on the stock market.
The First Group, which operates
major rail and franchises, rose by
almost 6 percent.
Shares in house builders including Persimmon and Taylor Wimpey

Boris Johnson addresses Tory workers last Friday

saw double-digit increases, as did a
number of financial stocks.
Stocks of banks shot up—including an 18 percent gain for billionaire
Richard Branson’s Virgin Money.
The relief shows how much bosses

want to protect the profits and assets
they have grabbed by looting public
services.
But there will be further battles
between Johnson and the bosses
over Brexit. And, with a possible

recession and global shocks coming,
it will not be plain sailing for the
Tories on the economy.
What happens to the British
border in Northern Ireland after
Brexit remains unresolved.
The Tory win was devastating for
working class people, but we’re not
broken. Thousands of people took to
the streets in angry and overwhelmingly young demonstrations across
Britain last week (see right).
Resistance is not over. School students will still walk out and march
over climate change.
Extinction Rebellion activists will
battle on. UCU union members at
universities and RMT union members on the South Western Railway
can still keep up their strikes. In
Scotland there will be more agitation for independence (see page 6).
A victory for right wingers at an
election doesn’t mean they can’t be
beaten through strikes, protests and
direct action.
With a commanding majority,
Johnson will be able to steamroll
vicious attacks through parliament.
That means we need urgent action,
not excuses from union leaders.
Labour and union leaders failed
to drive out one of the weakest, most
divided Tory governments in decades. Now each attack must be met
by a response in the streets, workplaces and campuses, and by the
whole movement.
All those who worked or hoped
for a Labour victory have to maintain their energy to keep up the fight
for a better world and socialism.

The problem with ‘One Nation Toryism’ is it is still Toryism
BORIS JOHNSON declared
victory in front of a
background proclaiming,
“The People’s Government.”
Pundits said it showed
his commitment to “One
Nation Toryism”.
One Nation Toryism—
associated with 19th
century prime minister
Benjamin Disraeli—was
never a nicer form of right
wing rule.
Disraeli used One Nation
Toryism to pretend to rule
in the interests of bosses
and workers—while keeping
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The writing on the wall
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power in the hands of
the rich. He tried to bind
working class people to
the Tory party through
reactionary ideas of British
nationalism.
In reality, One Nation
Tory governments have
still ruled in favour of the
elite and clamped down on
working class people.
Tory cabinet minister
Michael Gove gloated that
the Durham Miners’ Gala
and Notting Hill Carnival
will now take place in Tory
constituencies. That’s not
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factually true—as the City
of Durham is a Labour seat.
But in a sign of their true
intentions, the Tories were
poised to announce plans
for further restrictions on
rail workers’ right to strike
(see page 20).
Those who voted for
Johnson will expect him to
deliver for them—but he
won’t.
The pledge of £32 billion
more for the NHS is a
rehashed Tory lie from the
campaign trail. The figure
is given in cash terms—
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meaning that once inflation
is taken into account it
amounts to £22 billion.
His promises of
infrastructure in the north
of England are far off.
Johnson is also set to
announce longer prison
sentences.
The Palestinian-led
campaign of Boycott,
Divestment and Sanction
(BDS) is also under
threat. Johnson is set to
lay out plans to stop local
authorities from boycotting
individual companies.

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ

IN FOCUS

Will racism
get worse
now?

ON THE march against Boris Johnson in Leeds last Saturday							
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Start the resistance now and keep building
it till Johnson and the government are out
RAGE AGAINST the Tories was
on the streets of towns and cities
across Britain last week.
Around 2,000 people joined a
demonstration outside Downing
Street, central London, on Friday
of last week.
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR)
organised it to kickstart
resistance to the coming assaults
on working class people.
Protesters defied attempts
from the police to kettle them
and kept marching through
central London.
Chants of, “Boris Johnson—
fuck off back to Eton,” and, “Save
our NHS, save our NHS,” rang
out from the overwhelmingly
young demonstration. Megan, a
student in London, told Socialist
Worker, “Movements are really
important.
“We’ve got to show our

disapproval. We’ve seen in the
US Donald Trump’s racism and
sexism making right wing people
stronger, and the growth of
racism is a big problem in our
society.
“I think people voted
because of Brexit and
immigration not because
of issues like health
care.”
Lewis, one of
the McDonald’s
workers who
struck for £10
an hour and
union rights,
told Socialist
Worker,
“We need to
keep up the
demonstrations,
marches and strikes.
“We need to show

that Johnson doesn’t represent
everyone.”
He added that people had to
“keep talking about the policies”
in Labour’s left wing manifesto
to make sure they’re not
dropped.
On the same night people
protested in Manchester
and thousands marched in
Glasgow.
People poured
onto the streets
to confront
Johnson’s
racism, sexism,
homophobia,
lack of climate
action—and
for Scottish
independence.
The following day,
200 protesters marched
through Edinburgh to

London protest

declare that Johnson is “not our
prime minister”.
The event was called jointly by
youth climate activists and Stand
Up To Racism, and was mainly
composed of young people and
students.
Other protests on the same day
included 50 in Swansea,
60 in Oxford, 100 in Birmingham
and Nottingham and up to 300
marchers in Leeds.
A 50-strong protest in York,
called jointly by SUTR and
Extinction Rebellion, was angry
and ended with the occupation of
a road.
In Cambridge trade unionists,
poets, musicians and councillors
chanted, “Hey, ho, Boris Johnson
has got to go.”
The mobilisations have to
mark the first step in fighting
vicious Tory rule.

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000
Socialist Worker is the voice of
people fighting for a better world.
It dispels the racist scapegoating
and anti-working class rhetoric of
the mainstream press.
We publish stories of the strikes,
protests and pickets that can beat
back the bosses and bigots. We
are asking everyone who enjoys
Socialist Worker to donate as
much as they can and help fund
the resistance.

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...
As an early adopter of Extinction
Rebellion, I’ve always really
appreciated the perspective that
Socialist Worker puts forward.
Our linguistic framing and our
day to day tactics may sometimes
differ.
But ultimately the call for
radical fundamental system

change does not.
Given the utter horrorshow
that is our mainstream corporate
media, the uncorrupted reality,
and morality, that Socialist Worker
is grounded in is a vital breath of
fresh air.
Joel Instone —
Extinction Rebellion

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal

Call 020 7840 5607 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

£125,000

MIGRANTS, Muslims and
minorities fear attacks in the
wake of Boris Johnson’s win.
Johnson has a proven track
record as a racist, sexist and
homophobic bigot who will be
able to unleash a fresh onslaught.
He has already announced
his intention to set up a new
government department
specifically to push through a
fresh border clampdown. His
plans for immigration will make
it harder for migrants to come to
Britain. And they will make the
“hostile environment” even more
hostile for those living here.
There will need to be a
campaign to
defend
European
Union (EU)
migrants
who
already
live in
Britain.
There
were reports
online of some
Muslim people
considering leaving Britain and
Muslim women being attacked
after Johnson’s win.
Bigots will undoubtedly be
emboldened because they see his
victory as legitimising their views.
Johnson has previously said
that Muslim women who wear the
burqa look like “letter boxes” and
“bank robbers”.
This state-sponsored racism
could bolster far right and fascist
forces in Britain.
There needs to be an
anti-racist argument across the
whole working class and a mass
movement to resist any attacks.
Stand Up To Racism
demonstrations in London and
Glasgow on 21 March will be
important focuses.

There’s more on
Socialist Worker
online

Total so far
£99,031
£75,000

£50,000

£25,000
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The next print issue of
Socialist Worker is available
from 8 January 2020.
In the meantime go to
socialistworker.co.uk for
breaking news and analysis
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Why did
Labour lose
the general
election?
by NICK CLARK

LABOUR LOST the general election because Leave voters in its
former seats thought it would
betray them over Brexit.
Of the 60 seats that Labour lost,
52 of them backed Leave in the 2016
Brexit referendum.
Overall Labour’s vote was down
by almost 8 percent.
But it fell by more than 10 percentage points in the strongest Leave
areas.
Election-day polling by Lord
Ashcroft’s organisation found that
more than a quarter of Leave supporters who voted for Labour in
2017 backed the Tories or the Brexit
Party.
Labour shadow chancellor John
McDonnell—who helped to push
Labour towards backing remaining in the European Union (EU)—
admitted, “It was Brexit that did
this.”
“I own this disaster,” he added.
And in an article published on
Sunday, Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn said people who voted for
Brexit due to decades of unemployment and inequality had turned
against Labour.
“The gap between the richest and
the rest has widened,” he wrote.
“Everyone can see that the economic
and political system is not fair, does
not deliver justice, and is stacked
against the majority.

Clearly

“I saw that most clearly in the
former industrial areas of England
and Wales where the wilful destruction of jobs and communities over
40 years has taken a heavy toll.
“It is no wonder that
these areas provided the
strongest backlash in the 2016 referendum and, regrettably for Labour,
in the general election.”
He added that this meant
there is also “an opening for a
more radical and hopeful politics” and that it had “won the
a r g u m e n t s ”
f o r
its other left wing policies. The article outraged the Labour right, which
still wants Labour to back Remain.
Against all evidence, its immediate response
t
o
Labour’s elect i o n

defeat was to say people had
voted not just against Corbyn
personally but because of his left
wing politics.
Labour’s right wing London
mayor Sadiq Khan said, “Jeremy
Corbyn’s leadership was deeply
unpopular with the British people”
due to “our inability to put forward
a credible and believable set of policies for governing”.
He added that he would carry on
opposing Brexit.
Former deputy leader Tom
Watson—who wanted Labour to
back Remain—blamed Labour’s left
wing manifesto.
They were backed up by supposedly left wingers such as writer Paul
Mason.
He argued on Monday that
Labour should have come out in support of Remain sooner—and sacked
Corbyn.
He thinks supporting right wing
policies on “national security”,
“crime” and “anti-social behaviour”
would have been enough to keep
hold of Leave voters.
Yet polling repeatedly showed
that Labour’s left wing policies were
popular.
People who didn’t like Corbyn as
a leader overwhelmingly saw him as
weak over Brexit.
A poll by YouGov in January
showed that people who backed
Corbyn in 2017 but didn’t now
overwhelmingly turned against him
because of Labour’s Brexit position.
Only a few opposed him because
of his opposition to Trident, or
thought that Labour’s policies were
unrealistic.
The major difference between
2017 and 2019 was that the right
pushed Labour away from accepting the Leave vote to having another
referendum. It proved a disaster.
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Is it all old people’s fault?
AGE AFFECTED how
people voted. The
younger you are, the
more likely you are to
have voted for Labour.
And the percentage
of people who backed
the Tories rose steadily
as their age goes up.
And compared
to 2017, those in
the oldest three age
groups delivered
bigger votes for
the Tories this time
around.
Meanwhile class
seems to be becoming
less of a factor in
shaping who people
vote for. For instance,
those groups defined
as working class—
called C1, C2 and DE
in the jargon—were
all more likely to vote
Tory this time. These
categories aren’t
precise, but they give
some guide.
There’s no point
denying that older
people are more likely
to back the Tories over
Labour. But we can’t
write them off as one

reactionary bloc either.
For instance, over a
quarter of those aged
55-64 voted Labour
this time, and over a
third of those aged
45-54. In 2017 the
figures were even
higher.
There is other
evidence of older
people holding
more progressive
ideas too. Many
joined the Extinction
Rebellion movement,
saying concern for
their grandchildren
motivated them to
take action over
climate change.
Ordinary people’s
ideas can shift left if
there is an upsurge
in struggle—whatever
age they are.
And just because
the Tories won backing
from more working
class people this time,
that doesn’t mean
those people are lost
to the right.
Many will be angry
over politicians’
failure to implement

Brexit. Voting Tory
doesn’t necessarily
mean they support
Tory policies such
as austerity and
privatisation.
The election result,
after a decade of Tory
attacks, was terrible.
But we should
remember that
people’s ideas aren’t
fixed, and that action
by ordinary people
can shift things
back.

Right of Labour try to regroup
while claiming to listen to people
THE CONTEST to replace Jeremy
Corbyn as Labour leader will see
attempts to drag the party to the
right.
Many of the potential candidates
will argue that Labour has to
“listen” to working class people—
and adopt right wing policies.
Backbench MP Jess Phillips is
likely to be the right’s favoured
candidate.
She wrote in the Guardian
newspaper that Labour had to
“find a way to reconnect with those
working class voters” who didn’t
back it.
“I’ve never been afraid to say
what I think,” she wrote—though
she didn’t say what she thought
reconnecting with working class
voters means.
She only said this meant “trying
something different,” and asking
“difficult questions about the future
of our party and the future of
working class communities”.
For Phillips this generally means
being right wing.
In a chummy interview with
supposedly left wing writer Owen
Jones, she said Corbyn’s opposition
to allowing cops a “shoot to kill”
policy was “pernicious”.

Jess Phillips

Phillips said what people “wanted
to hear” is, “We will shoot him in
the head.
“Immediately. Ten times. It’s
about communication.”
Lisa Nandy is another potential
candidate.
She’s a soft left MP who resigned
from Corbyn’s shadow cabinet as
part of an attempt to force him to
resign in 2016.
Also writing for the Guardian,
she said that working class people

in towns such as Wigan felt that
“Labour stopped listening long
ago”.
She said the party had “lost
touch with the day-to-day lived
experience of many of the people
we want to represent”.
“Should we really be rejecting
nuclear power when it is one of the
best sources of good jobs outside
London?” she asked.
She had previously said that
Labour has to be “honest about
where immigration has had an
impact and we need to be out
in the public explaining why
we should have strong labour
protections”.
And she has written that while
Labour “must reject a system that
pits immigrants and citizens against
one another,” it should allow
“communities” to make decisions
such as where to house migrants
and refugees.
Labour’s current leadership and
the party’s left wing members seem
likely to back Rebecca Long-Bailey
as Corbyn’s replacement.
They’ll need to reject the idea
that appealing to working class
people—or uniting the party—
means adopting right wing policies.

NIGEL Farage’s Brexit
Party took just
2 percent of the vote
in the general election.
The party failed to
win any seats. But the
overall results don’t
mean the party has no
support.
The Brexit Party
didn’t contest every
seat and it withdrew
from standing in
317 seats to help the
Tories. Had it stood in
those seats, it would
have picked up more
votes.
Richard Tice, Brexit
Party MEP and party
chairman, got 10,603
votes in Hartlepool,
or 25.8 percent of the
vote. In Doncaster
North, held by former

Nigel Farage

Labour leader Ed
Miliband, the Brexit
Party got 8,294 votes
—or 20.4 percent.
Miliband held the
seat—but his share of
the vote fell by 22.1
percent.
And the Brexit Party
came third with more
than 5,000 votes in
several constituencies
including Rotherham,
Doncaster Central,

Washington and
Sunderland West,
Sunderland Central,
Houghton and
Sunderland North,
Easington and
Blaydon.
The party was only
formed in April had
pulled off mass rallies
across Britain.
The votes show that
there is an audience
for a right wing party
that can be galvanised
behind a pro-Brexit
message.
A few people will
have voted for the
Brexit Party as a
“protest vote”.
But many others
will have been drawn
to its right wing and
racist nature.

Was the internet to blame?
THE LABOUR left is
also responsible for
the party’s defeat.
After the 2017
general election,
it aimed to win by
presenting left wing
policies in a more
professional way.
Corbyn’s campaign
dropped the mass
rallies that had been
key to its success in
2017. Labour left group

Momentum focused on
mass canvassing and
social media. Corbyn
raised confidence
that socialist ideas
can be popular. But
union leaders and
many activists staked
everything on his
electoral advance.
There were no
big union or Labour
demonstrations, no
encouragement for

B

WE’RE NOT PUDDING UP
WITH THE TORIES

ORIS Johnson’s victory
has to be met with a step
change in our resistance.
For the last three years,
Tory prime ministers
have been dogged by division and
unable to get their own way.
Theresa May and Johnson had
to barter for votes and suffered
humiliating defeats in parliament
over Brexit.
However you unwrap the
election result, this has totally
changed.
If Johnson wants to slash
workers’ rights and environmental
protections, he has a gang of loyal
MPs to rubber stamp it.
But there was no surge of
support for Johnson at the
election. The Tory vote went up
by just 1.2 percent compared to
2017.

Stuffed

Brexit Party disrupts and fails
DON’T BE glum

WHAT
WHAT WE
WE THINK
THINK

strikes. Even when the
Tories hit the rocks,
the only response was
parliamentary.
Labourism, the
idea that parliament
comes first and must
discipline everything
else, is in the end
the problem. Being
trapped in a world
view limited by Labour
and its internal battles
is catastrophic.

Resistance can gain widespread
traction and see the Tories stuffed.
We can’t repeat the mistakes of
the last four years.
Jeremy Corbyn inspired millions
of people fed up with austerity,
racism and war. But Corbynism
had a contradictory effect.
Struggle on the streets,
workplaces and campuses largely

dipped and many people’s energies
were directed into the Labour
Party. The school students’ climate
strikes and action by Extinction
Rebellion have been inspiring
breaks from this wider trend.
The union leaders in particular
placed all of their hopes in electing
a Labour government, not fighting
the Tories and the bosses.
A movement half the size and
with an ounce of the militancy
of the Yellow Vests and strikers
in France could have broken the
Tories as they staggered from
defeat to defeat in parliament.
But there wasn’t a single
demonstration called to drive
May out. There can be no such
illusions of waiting for a Labour

‘‘

There can be no
illusions of
waiting for a
Labour
government now

government now. Johnson has
already announced plans to
further restrict rail workers’ right
to strike.
Union leaders pinned their
hopes on a Labour government
repealing the Trade Union Act that
imposes measures such as turnout
thresholds in strike ballots.

Choice

The choice is simple now—fight
or lose even more union rights.
There have to be serious
and concrete plans for building
unions, defending the NHS and
forcing action on climate change.
This will require more strikes,
militant protests and coordinated
resistance. When the Tories come
for the rail workers, the whole
union movement has to mobilise
numbers in their support—not
just offer warm words or a social
media campaign.
When strike ballots fall foul of
the thresholds, union leaders must
be prepared to defy the law.
But we also need to organise
around politics centred on
struggle, not parliament. That’s
why we ask everyone who wants
to deepen the fightback and to
continue the fight for socialism to
join the Socialist Workers Party.

SYSTEM PROTECTS ABUSE
P
OWERFUL PEOPLE are
trying to justify sexual abuse
by powerful people.This week
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby waded into the scandal
surrounding prince Andrew.
The prince is accused of
having sex with Virginia Roberts
three times while she was being
trafficked by billionaire paedophile
Jeffrey Epstein.
Roberts said that on one
occasion she was 17 years old.
Welby said, “Everybody makes
mistakes. Everybody is human.” He

added that it was wrong to expect
the royals to be “superhuman
saints”.
Meanwhile disgraced producer
Harvey Weinstein, accused of
sexual assault and harassment by
dozens of women, whined that he
has become “the forgotten man”.
Weinstein gave an interview
ahead of his rape trial in which
he posed as a victim. The fact that
the mainstream media gives such
men a platform reflects a sexist
system. The real victims of this
system are women. On Tuesday,

JOIN THE
SOCIALIST
WORKERS
PARTY

figures showed a sharp fall in rape
convictions across England and
Wales. Fewer reported rapes
result in a trial, and fewer trials
result in convictions.
The HM Crown Prosecution
Service Inspectorate said that of
58,657 allegations of rape in the
year ending March 2019, only
1,925 successful prosecutions
followed. “Something must be
wrong,” it said.
What’s wrong is that we live in a
system of women’s oppression.We
need to get rid of it.

Yes, I'd like to be a member
Please send me some information
Name ...............................................................................................
Address ...........................................................................................
...........................................................................................................
Postcode ..........................................................................................
Phone ...............................................................................................
Email ................................................................................................
Return to SWP membership department,
PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW

SWP
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RESPONSES TO THE VOTE

‘Fight hard against
demoralisation’
LABOUR PARTY members, socialists and campaigners
spoke to Socialist Worker about what the general election
shows and how to resist the Tories.

Alan Gibbons, secretary of Liverpool Walton
Constituency Labour Party
“In Liverpool Walton Labour got 84.7 percent of the vote
with a left wing candidate. The idea that socialist ideas are
unpopular is nonsense.
Brexit was an issue. A lot of people said, ‘Why aren’t you
accepting the referendum?’ It created a faultline.
Now there will be a lot of hunting for Jeremy Corbyn and
blaming the left. Our experience shows it’s not a straight left/
right thing. Socialist ideas in Corbyn’s manifesto struck a
chord. When I was campaigning people who looked like me—
middle aged white males—raised Corbyn a lot. They basically
said, you’re not going to get anywhere with that leader.
It was very often accompanied with stuff about Hamas or
the IRA, and it came a lot from ex-military people.
There will be arguments and debate in Labour. There will
be a lot of simplistic answers. We have to fight for socialist,
trade unionist and left ideas.
Some will now feel it’s impossible to fight. We’re going to
have to fight hard against demoralisation.”

Sheila Coleman, Hillsborough campaigner
and Unite Community coordinator

“The whole election became focused on Brexit. When you
tried to engage about the NHS it wasn’t the issue, Brexit was
the issue.
There were also the lies that people have spun around
Corbyn’s politics—that he is a terrorist sympathiser and so on.
The role played by the mainstream media was appalling.
One woman was a lifetime Labour supporter and said she
wouldn’t vote as she was scared of Corbyn. She came from a
mining family.
I joined Labour because I thought it could change with
Corbyn. It’s because of him that the party is so huge. If the
right wing of the Labour Party think they can take over, they
are greatly mistaken.
If Labour shifts to the right I believe there will be an exodus
of members. But there’s a whole army of young people who
are politicised and they are not going to go away. It’s a blow,
but we get up and keep fighting, inside or outside the party.”

Andy Brammer, public sector worker in
Wakefield, west Yorkshire

“From a Yorkshire city that went Tory for the first time in
decades, I am gutted. But it wasn’t unexpected. There was
a big vote to Leave in Wakefield, but local Labour MP Mary
Creagh has persistently ignored that. In ex-mining areas
people have been completely left behind.
The Lib Dem vote absolutely bombed, so the Remain
argument is a load of shite. But Labour fell for that and tried
to compromise. For a leader to say I’m not going to take a
position on Brexit is a disaster.
A lot of ex-miners’ families say nobody who was involved in
those struggles could think about voting Tory. But the strike
was 35 years ago.
“People continue to feel isolated and defeated. In those
situations, people don’t necessarily generalise in the right
direction.
Populist messages can take hold in the absence of struggle.
People will be despairing. But the crisis of the Tories is much
deeper than winning a general election.”

Izzy Smitheman, climate striker in Bristol

“I feel so bad. This is the end of Labour being left and
progressive. As a young person who couldn’t vote, I’m feeling
shit and disillusioned. It should be a number one priority to
give younger people the vote. With the climate strikes we
can see how politically active, interested and informed young
people are.
Brexit was at the forefront but climate change was a big
thing in the election. Now we’ve got Boris Johnson.
We’ve seen the Tory government time and time again not
listen to scientists and young people in terms of the climate
crisis. They’re listening to business. We’re going to push back
even harder. Young people will be straight back on the streets
and will hold the Tories accountable.
They may have massively gained but they can’t keep
delaying, denying and ignoring the effects of climate change.”

PROTESTING AGAINST the new government on Friday

Picture: Andrew McGowan

Demonstration can deepen
Scottish resistance to Tories
by CHARLIE KIMBER

A DEMONSTRATION for
Scottish independence in
Glasgow on 11 January is
set to be huge.
The protest will be one
of the first mass responses
to Boris Johnson’s new
government.
It follows the Scottish
National Party (SNP)’s big
win at the general election.
The party, led by Nicola
Sturgeon, now has 48 of
Scotland’s 59 seats, up
13 from last time.
The Tories have six and
Labour is reduced again to
just one.
The SNP put on its left
face during the campaign. It
stressed opposition to austerity and insisted, “A vote for
the SNP is a vote to block
Boris Johnson from No 10.”

Mission

That mission has failed. But
there is a very clear mandate
to deliver a new independence referendum. Sturgeon
will request one. After the
election she said, “This is not
about asking Boris Johnson
or any other Westminster politician for permission.
“It is an assertion of the
democratic right of the
people of Scotland to determine their own future.”
But Johnson’s response
will be a complete refusal.
Asked on Sky News if the
Conservative government
could ever grant another

referendum, cabinet office
minister Michael Gove
replied, “No. We are not going
to have an independence referendum in Scotland.”
Only a social explosion can
overcome the Tories’ undemocratic manoeuvres.
But the SNP has never
sanctioned the sort of action
needed. Instead it remains
imprisoned within the highly
limited framework handed
down from Westminster. The
mass demonstrations held by

All Under One Banner have
been the key force in maintaining an active feeling
around independence.
It’s time to take to the
streets again and to turn
votes into change.
But resistance to the Tories
can’t just be about independence. It also has to be about
defence of the NHS, against
any more cuts and for action
on climate change.
Serious opposition to
Johnson by the SNP and

NORTHERN IRELAND

DUP bigots rejected
THE GENERAL election
saw Northern Ireland
return more nonunionist than unionist
MPs to Westminster
for the first time.
It was a disastrous
night for the bigots of
the Democratic Unionist
Party (DUP). The DUP
lost its influence in
British politics as Boris
Johnson secured a Tory
majority. Nigel Dodds,
deputy leader of the
DUP, lost his seat to
John Finucane of Sinn
Fein, who became the
first nationalist to hold
the constituency.
John is the son of
Pat Finucane, a solicitor
murdered by Loyalist
paramilitaries.
Nigel Dodds

The results left the
DUP with eight MPs.
Sinn Fein took seven
seats and the nationalists
of the SDLP two.
However Sinn Fein’s
vote share was down.
Opposition to Brexit
played a part.
But overall discontent
with the state of the
purportedly government
parties of Sinn
Fein and the DUP
shaped the result.
People Before Profit’s
Gerry Carroll’s vote
increased in West
Belfast to 16 percent
and 6,194 votes.

Scottish Labour would mean
halting all cooperation with
the Tory government.
That means refusing to
implement any more attacks
on services and using every
means to make Trident missiles inoperable.
Many Labour voters would
support such measures.

Disaster

Labour under Richard
Leonard has been a disaster.
He now says, “We have to
look at what we said about
the whole constitutional
question in Scotland.”
It might have been an idea
to do that before the election.
Some senior Labour figures, such as shadow health
secretary Monica Lennon,
have said the Scottish parliament should decide if and
when there will be another
independence referendum.
Defeated Rutherglen and
Hamilton West MP Ged Killen
said the SNP has a mandate
for a vote on leaving the UK.
Labour won’t make any
headway while it is marooned
in deep unionism that denies
people choice about the
future of Scotland.
The battle for independence must be used to step up
agitation against austerity,
climate chaos, racism—and
for socialism.
March for Independence—
#Indyref2020, Saturday
11 January, assemble
Kelvingrove Park, Glasgow,
11am to leave 11.30am. Called
by All Under One Banner

NEWS
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Climate talks crash as world
leaders fail to set new targets
The United Nations’ Cop 25 conference said it would focus on stopping climate change.
Instead it showed world leaders are unable to protect the planet, says Sarah Bates
OUR RULERS’ lack of
c o m m i t m e n t to p reve n t i n g
humanitarian crisis and ecological disaster was underlined at
United Nations climate talks that
concluded last weekend.
The Cop 25 negotiations, held
in Madrid in Spain, ended with the
formal recognition that greenhouse
gas targets set in the 2015 Paris
agreements would not be enough
to avert climate catastrophe.
But it failed to agree on a more
ambitious plan.
Negotiations focused on
technical details rather than on
more ambitious targets for slashing
carbon emissions.
And, richer countries blocked
finance for poorer nations already
suffering the consequences of
climate related disaster.
Negotiators argued about how
to implement the Paris deal that
saw countries promise to try and
keep temperature rises below
2 degrees.
Some five years on, the planet is
set for a temperature rise that far
exceeds 2 degrees.
But instead of seeking to address
the climate crisis, world lead‑
ers debated how they could keep
polluting our world by using the
“carbon credits” scam (see box).
Interim executive director of
Oxfam International, Chema Vera,
said, “The world is screaming out for
action but this summit responded
with a whisper.
“The poorest nations are in
a sprint for survival, yet many
g overnments have barely moved
from the starting blocks.”
The talks come as r ecord‑breaking
bush fires rip through Australia and
an unusually heavy storm is set to
hit the US Midwest.
The most critical factor in l imiting
temperature rise is a dramatic cut in
carbon emissions made by burning
fossil fuels.

Emissions

To ensure that temperatures
don’t rise above 1.5 degrees,
carbon emissions need to be cut
by 7
 .6 percent over ten years. But
since the Paris agreement was
signed, e missions have risen by
4 percent.
The conference saw richer, highly
polluting nations block attempts to
further the commitments made in
Paris.
A 500,000-strong demo, led by
Greta Thunberg, marched through
the streets of Madrid demanding
climate justice.
Thousands of campaigners came
together at hundreds of sessions at
the “Social Summit for Climate”

Protesters battle
cops in Lebanon
POLICE IN Lebanon have launched
a violent crackdown on protesters,
as the country’s parliament looked
set to reinstate a hated prime
minister, Saad Hariri.
Riot police attacked
demonstrators with rubber bullets,
tear gas and batons on Saturday
and Sunday, putting more than
40 people in hospital.
Demonstrators took to the
streets to defy the crackdown,
with some fighting back as cops
attacked.
The mass movement erupted
in Lebanon in October. It forced
Hariri to resign as the head of a
government.
The violence began after
the latest attack by Hizbollah
supporters on a protest camp in
the capital Beirut.

Get Trump out of
the White House

FIREFIGHTERS HAVE struggled to put out bushfires in Australia

which ran parallel to the Cop talks.
And Extinction Rebellion activists
delivered horse manure just outside
the entrance to Cop, accusing the
talks of “rearranging deck chairs on
the Titanic”.
After 25 years of Cop talks the
climate crisis is speeding up and
becoming more severe with every
passing day.
The threat of rising sea levels,
extreme weather, compromised
food production (see pages 10 and
11) and soaring temperatures is an
emergency.
But instead of treating it like
one, the negotiators at Cop battle
to preserve the right to carry on
polluting.
It will take resistance on the
streets and beyond to force world
leaders to real action.’

Carbon comes at a price
ONE OF the most contentious
issues is the question of
“carbon markets”—also
known as “Article 6 in
the Paris agreement”.
Brazil’s government
and others tried to block
agreements on Article 6
during Madrid’s talks.
This system means
countries can claim
“credits” for emissionscutting measures or carbon
sinks—such as forests—
that work to reduce
greenhouse gas pollution.
The market allows

richer countries to buy
credits from poorer ones
and emit more carbon.
Brazil wants to claim
carbon credits for having
vast forests. But it also wants
additional carbon credits if
it keeps the forests intact.
Australia’s government
tried to claim extra carbon
credits for beating targets set
in an historic agreement—
the 1997 Kyoto protocol.
Politicians’ accounting
tricks shows how shallow
their commitment to dealing
with climate catastrophe is.

THE US House of Representatives
was set to vote on whether
to impeach Donald Trump on
Wednesday of this week.
Trump is accused of withholding
military aid from Ukraine in
order to pressure Ukrainian
president Volodymyr Zelensky
into investigating Trump’s political
opponent Joe Biden. Adam Schiff,
the Democrat congressman
and leader of the push for
impeachment, has called Trump
“a clear and present danger” to
democracy.
But if Trump is impeached, it is
very unlikely that he will be found
guilty in the Republican-controlled
Senate.

Sardines flood the
streets in Italy
UP TO 100,000 people protested
against the far right Italian
politician Matteo Salvini in Rome
last Saturday.
The Sardines movement reflects
a disgust at Salvini’s politics.
Some carried European Union
flags. “The only good fascist is a
fried fascist,” one banner read.
The movement against Salvini
has grown since he was forced
out of the governing coalition
earlier this year. The new coalition
promised to break from attacking
migrants, but it has since reneged
on those commitments.
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‘Withdraw
the plans,
Macron out’
say strikers
Workers across France are staging
inspirational action against pension
attacks, writes Charlie Kimber
HUGE NUM BERS of French
workers struck and marched on
Tuesday in the latest phase of the
revolt against neoliberal president Emmanuel Macron.
The immediate focus is Macron’s
attacks on pensions. They mean
working longer and getting less.
As Socialist Worker went to press
indications were that the strikes this
week were bigger than the previous
week.
Some workers have been on strike
continuously since 5 December.
Over two-thirds of train drivers
had been out for nearly a fortnight
by the start of this week, causing
widespread rail cancellations.
The Paris public transport system
has been very severely disrupted by
continuous strikes.
Seven of France’s eight oil refineries are on strike, causing fuel
shortages. Bin workers in some
areas have been on strike for pay
and conditions as well as pensions.
On Monday a lorry drivers’ strike
began. Some drivers held “operation snail” actions where they drive
slowly on major roads.
This caused around 435 miles of
traffic jams in the Paris region.

Continuous

Around a third of teachers and some
health workers have also been on
continuous strike.
Marie, a teacher from Paris, told
Socialist Worker, “It has been hard
to hold the line with some people,
but it’s a huge boost to see lots of
workers out with us.”
Hundreds of secondary schools
are blockaded by students—leading
to repeated police assaults. “Cops
have replaced our teachers,” is one
common chant.
Strikers were boosted on Monday
when “Mr Pensions,” Jean-Paul
Delevoye, was forced to resign.
He is the government official who
drew up the plans for the assault on
pensions. He was ousted over his
failure to declare other sources.
Among his sources of cash was
work for the French Federation of
Insurers—whose members include

BACK STORY

Hundreds of thousands of
workers are taking action
lPresident Emmanuel Macron
wants to smash their pensions
lHis plan would see workers
retire later, and receive less
money in retirement
lIt’s part of a wider assault on
terms and conditions
lWorkers in several industries
have voted to stay out on strike
continuously in response
lWorkers on the railway are also
fighting attacks on the network

private pension providers. All of
this is happening just two and a
half years after the 2017 presidential election in France which was
disastrous for the left.
The most popular left candidate
took less than 20 percent of the vote
in the first round. The candidate of
the equivalent of the Labour Party
came fifth with 6 percent.
The run-off was between the
neoliberal Macron and the fascist
Marine Le Pen. Within 18 months
the Yellow Vest movement had
swept the country and a year after
that mass strikes and demonstrations are threatening to break
Macron.
Mainstream politicians are
demanding that strikers agree a
“Christmas truce”. Fascist Marine
Le Pen—who has falsely claimed
to back the strikes—is pushing this
demand as well.
Many strikers are demanding
union leaders call an unlimited
general strike, and not to waste
time over pointless negotiations
with the state. “No talks, withdraw
the pension plan, Macron out.
That’s what we want,” train driver
Bernard told Socialist Worker from
a picket line in Paris on Tuesday.



WORKERS ORGANISED mass demonstrations as part of the action

Workers reject division across France
THE STRIKES are maintained in
some places by the democracy of
general assemblies of strikers.
The Revolution Permanente
website reported that at the
assembly at Paris Gard du Nord
station, “In front of 150 strikers
and the flags of the four unions
that operate in the workplace,
all the speakers insisted that
they rejected any division.
“The same slogan was on
everyone’s lips—no negotiation,
and renewal of the strike
movement. There was a nearunanimous vote for this.”
An assembly of 200 teachers
in the city of Tours voted “to
welcome the fact that the strikes
are continuing, to encourage
other groups to join extended

FIGURE IT OUT

1.5
89

	
million people
marched nationwide
on 5 December
	percent of people
polled felt the country
was experiencing a
“social crisis”

24

	years after historic
strikes hit France in
1995. Workers battled
against attempts to
savage pensions and
welfare services. They
won key victories, but
further action could
have won more

Taking power from the rich
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Workers can derail Tories
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strikes and to demonstrate
alongside the Yellow Vests”.
In some areas there are
coordinating groups that bring
together different sectors.
On 12 December the port of
Le Havre and its huge industrial
zone were completely blocked
after a call by the unions’
coordinating body and the city’s
general assembly of workers.
Nearly 6,000 demonstrators—
port strikers, their supporters,
Yellow Vests, teachers and
students—set up eight blockades
between the port and the
industrial zone.
More than 2,500 dockers and
port workers were mobilised to
shut down what is the largest
port in France for containers.

Energy worker Bastien

EDF POWER strikers
in Bordeaux have
taken over the plant.
They are
deliberately targeting
power cuts at
bosses—and putting
ordinary people on
cheaper tariffs.
They have cut off
some public buildings
and a big commercial
area in Bordeaux.
For long periods
they have taken
out firms such as

Ikea and Lidl, the
logistics centre for
Cdiscount—France’s
biggest e-commerce
website—and the
city’s bus depot.
Meanwhile 80,000
people have been
transferred to off-peak
rates. That means
huge savings on their
bills.
Bastien, a CGT
union member at
EDF, said, “We take
the kilowatts of the

richest and give them
back to the poorest.”
In Beziers, the
strikers at Enedis
which manages the
electricity system,
have switched all the
network’s customers
onto off-peak hours.
In Perpignan
strikers cut off
the power to the
municipal buildings,
banks and a fruit and
vegetable market last
week.
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Just a
thought...

Migrants
just want a
better life

Jody Lundy
On Facebook

Train strike
is a battle
for us all
DISABLED PEOPLE support
the striking rail workers on
South Western Railway
(Socialist Worker,
11 December).
They are fighting for
everyone’s safety and access
—this fight is everyone’s
fight.
Without guards on the
trains, disabled people find
it hard to access public
transport, be independent
and live our lives.
We should all be
supporting the strikers.
It’s a hugely important
campaign as it impacts on
everyone.

Paula Peters
South London

Don’t ignore
poor places
THE WILDFIRES in
Australia show what
can happen when
politicians don’t take
climate change seriously
(Socialist Worker,
11 December).
But there has to be
more attention given to
the effects of climate
change in poorer places
too.
Elaine Rose
West London
Illustration: Tim Sanders

SINCE MOVING to London,
many of my friends are
migrants (Boris Johnson
announces racist visa plan,
8 December).
They are attempting to
escape hardship and
governments that are more
repressive than we in
Britain have the capability
to even imagine.
Everybody is a human
being with a right to a good
life. If we were in similar
situations to many of those
who want to make Britain
their home, then I daresay
many of us would go
elsewhere too.
The issue isn’t migrants,
it’s empathy and altruism
or lack thereof.

Iraq movement shows how
climate can feed resistance
THANK YOU for your fantastic
coverage of the inspirational
movement in Iraq.
Iraqis have been marching in
the streets and occupying squares
for months against neoliberalism
and corruption among politicians.
One part of the background to
these protests often missing in
media coverage is the issue of
environmental destruction.
Iraq is located in one of the
hottest regions in the world.
Lower rainfall and higher
temperatures mean that Iraq’s two
mighty rivers, the Tigris and
Euphrates, are drying up.
Water levels are so low that
seawater washes back upstream,
which increases its saltiness. Along

with pollution from industrial
waste, this process is poisoning
the water.
Animals such as the water
buffalo, farmed for thousands of
years on the banks of the rivers, are
dying from drinking this toxic
water.
And over 100,000 Iraqis were
hospitalised in 2018 after drinking
water unfit for human consumption.
These problems are
compounded because the US and
British invasion in 2003 bombed
water sanitation centres.
The Iraqi government has
allocated money to rebuild its
water infrastructure. But too often
the money has been siphoned off
by corrupt politicians. Neoliberal

reforms imposed by the US
occupation has made this easier.
These hollowed out the state
and sold off public services to
corporations and businessmen.
Outrage exploded in the city of
Basra in August last year, when
ordinary people rioted to demand
access to clean water.
For Iraqis, the water crisis has
exposed the level of corruption in
their country and helped to drive
the anger of those fighting back.
For the rest of us, it should show
how climate change, neoliberalism
and imperialism interact to
exacerbate injustice globally—and
motivate resistance to the system.
Richard Donnelly
South London

Learn French and build Rejecting media bias against Corbyn
democratic struggles
WATCHING THE huge
strikes in France gives a
sense of the potential
power of mass movements
based on workers’ collective
strength.
As in all mass workers’
movements, there is a high
level of democracy.
In many workplaces
votes and debates take
place each morning to
decide on how to build the
fight.
What a contrast to the
extremely limited form of
democracy we have in
Britain, with a vote every

few years if we’re lucky.
The movement shows a
glimpse of a better world
and can drive back the
extreme centre of president
Emmanuel Macron as well
as the fascist far right.
And while not automatic,
it offers favourable ground
for the radical left to grow.
We should all be taking
French lessons. Just
because a government
wants to attack workers’
rights, that doesn’t mean
we have to accept it.

Huw Williams
Bristol

THE GUARDIAN newspaper refused to publish a
statement signed by
dozens of Jewish people
in the run-up to the
general election.
The statement urged
“Jewish and non-Jewish”
people to vote Labour to
end Tory austerity.
Instead of printing it,
the Guardian instead
published articles
attacking Jeremy Corbyn.
Socialist Worker’s
article about media bias
(11 December) was spot
on.

Anna Gluckstein
North London

Jeremy Corbyn

nTHERE ARE so many
kind Jewish people who
came out on the side of
their left wing Jewish
brothers and sisters, to
dispel the smears,
propaganda and witchhunt of Jeremy Corbyn.

These have been spread
by right wing Zionist
Jewish groups and
individuals.
They want to close
down any voice that
speaks out against the
inhumane and brutal
occupation of Palestinian
lands in Israel.
Those right wing
groups support the Tories.
They are supported by
the billionaire, tax-haven
owners of the right wing
press—and to a large
extent the BBC and
Guardian!

Chris Howker
On Facebook
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Corbyn should
‘drain swamp’
WHAT’S STOPPING the
red Tories within Labour
from blocking Jeremy
Corbyn’s socialist plans
(Socialist Worker,
4 December)?
Nothing. They will
use him to get elected,
then call a vote of no
confidence like they tried
before.
Jeremy has to drain
the swamp if he becomes
prime minister.
Andres Viveros
On Facebook

We can’t take
new recession
THE NEWS that another
recession could be on the
way is really worrying
(Socialist Worker,
11 December).
Any new recession
will be another excuse
for more attacks on our
living standards.
But for lots of us, who
have less to spend than
we did ten years ago, it’s
like we are in a recession
already.
Margaret Drew
South Yorkshire

Climate cop
out in Madrid
Environmentalists were
thrown out of the climate
talks in Madrid for
demanding faster action.
Politicians want to be
left alone to come up
with even more pledges
that they won’t stick to.
Lianne Ridgewell
Birmingham

Brexit Party’s
true colours
ANN Widdecombe using
the term “golliwog” in
the general election
campaign showed the
Brexit Party’s true
colours.
The fact that she
didn’t understand there
was anything wrong with
the word says it all.
Andrea Nixon
East London
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CAPITALISM AND CLIMATE...

SYSTEM’S
RECIPE FOR
DISASTER

Climate change is creating extreme weather events that put food production
at risk. To deal with it we have to challenge and transform a food system
that is run for profit, writes Sarah Bates

F

ROM THE maize crops
in China to the oil palm
plantations across West
Africa, the climate emergency is threatening food
production.
Soaring temperatures, water
scarcity and increased pollution are
already having a devastating impact.
And the system’s failure to deal with
it is leaving increasing numbers to
starve.
Extreme weather is disrupting
food transport routes and hitting the
quality of farming land. Animals and
plants face extinction.
The changes start at the first rung
of food production, as insects and
other pollinators are at risk of being
wiped out. This is part of the unfolding sixth mass extinction—where
Earth loses more than three quarters of its species in a relatively short
period of time.
Unpredictable droughts, floods,
storms, extreme heat, snow and hail
will destroy crops. The changing climate means animals and plants that
depend on each other can’t access
their usual sources of food and habitat.
All this will make it harder for
increasing numbers of people to eat
a well-balanced diet—or eat at all.
The crisis is often portrayed as
threatening the nearconstant supply of
exotic fruit to British
supermarkets. The real
story is that catastrophe is
hitting the poorest people in
the poorest countries.
This crisis doesn’t affect
everyone equally—no matter where
they live. In poorer countries, the rich
have the resources to buy what they
need, while hundreds of millions of
people don’t know where their next

meal is coming from. Climate change
is already altering temperatures and
rainfall patterns, making it harder to
grow crops and raise livestock.
A major research project by the
University of Minnesota looked at
the top ten global crops that provide
around 83 percent of food.
It looked at the crop productivity of
maize, rice, wheat, soybeans, oil palm,
sugarcane, barley, rapeseed, cassava
and sorghum over a four-year period.
The research showed that climate
change is already shrinking harvests,
particularly in poorer countries. That
doesn’t just mean people eat slightly
less. It means more people will suffer
malnutrition or starve.

Staples
Extreme weather (above) is on the
increase and wheat production
weighing equivalent to 60,000
blue whales (below) was lost last
year

Important staple crops are already
declining. The researchers estimated
that rice harvests are falling by an
average of 0.3 percent a year and
wheat by 0.9 percent.
In 2018-19 global wheat production stood at approximately 667
million tonnes. A fall of 0.9 percent
would be an amount of wheat as
heavy as 60,000 blue whales.
Yet some other plants, such as
the grain sorghum, is more tolerant to drought and has acclimatised
to higher temperatures. Its crop has
increased by 0.9 percent since the
1970s in some regions.
The study showed that food has
been reduced by around 1 percent
for the
top 10 global crops.
That might not
sound a lot. But it’s
enough to give 50 million people a daily diet of
over 1,800 calories.
But it isn’t just a changing
climate that’s the problem—it’s
the profit-driven system of food
production.

Competition means that too much
food is produced overall, not too little.
Trade deals and government policies
designed to protect the bosses have
seen food pile up unused repeatedly,
creating “butter mountains” or “milk
lakes”.
Traders will hoard food to drive up
prices—regardless of the impact on
ordinary people.
Colossal waste is built into the
system and food is destroyed rather
than given away for free to people
who need it.
It’s an inefficient and insecure
system. Multinational firms ship food
across the world, meaning any interruption to the supply chain jeopardises food supply.
Half of all food consumed in Britain is imported. And countries that
export more than they import are
vulnerable if crops fail, or transport
routes are disrupted.
Climate change means the risks are
changing.
A hotter climate is likely to produce
insect colonies and pest outbreaks in
regions where they have previously
struggled to breed.
And hotter temperatures, a
 longside
extreme weather patterns, can contribute to bacterial outbreaks such as
the potentially deadly E coli virus.
An outbreak of E coli was spread
through romaine lettuce in 23 US
states last month.
It’s likely that unusually cold
weather alongside strong winds such
as blizzards makes these outbreaks
more common. These conditions can
break up the surface of the lettuce,
making it easier for winds to transmit
the bacteria into the plant.
These outbreaks don’t only cause
serious illness. They can also push the
prices of other leafy greens, such as
spinach, to skyrocket.

An estimated
9.2 percent of the
world’s population
was exposed to
severe levels
of food
insecurity
in 2018

The number
of undernourished
people has been
going up since
2015. It is now
back to levels
seen in
2010-2011

World hunger is on the rise again—more than
820 million people do not have enough
to eat.
That’s equivalent to around one in
nine people across the globe
Fishing in a dried up lake in Cambodia

Surges in food prices is one way
that climate catastrophe is affecting
what we eat.
When unexpected or unusual
weather patterns cause crops to fail,
it leads to shortages—and bosses hike
up the prices of similar produce.
The Canada Food Price Report,
released earlier this month, argued
that Canadian families would pay an
extra £280 dollars for food in 2020. It
said climate change is a major factor.
The report said the future held
“unpredictable crop yields, heat-wave
livestock threats, pasture availability
and pest and disease outbreaks”.
Changes are already happening.
A wet and cold spring in Britain last

year saw farmers dipping into their
winter feed stores earlier.
And an extended heatwave during
the summer affected wheat and
barley, leading to a straw shortage.
Farmers are forced to harvest
earlier because hot weather ripens
crops earlier. But they are smaller,
because they haven’t had the necessary time to mature to a full size.
England and Wales is currently
covered by around 38 percent of highquality arable land. But research from
the Committee on Climate Change,
which advises the British government,
indicates that this is set to shrink to
9 percent by the 2050s.
And Britain’s imports rely on a

relatively small number of countries.
The Netherlands and Spain
accounted for 46 percent of edible
vegetable imports in 2017.
Dr Oliver Scanlan from the Oxford
Research Group said simply importing more food won’t solve the crisis.
He said this would leave Britain “more
exposed to the greater likelihood of
supply shocks caused by more regular
and more extreme weather events”.
Scanlan argued for less meat consumption and for people to put an
“emphasis on seasonal produce”.
But the food crisis can’t be tackled
by making changes on an individual level. We need to transform the
whole of our society.

What’s the real solution?
THE ROOT cause of food
scarcity, poverty and
malnutrition is our economic
system.
Capitalism converts every
human need into a commodity
for the rich to profit from.
It’s a perverse world where
millions starve yet firms
produce too much food—and
throw it away if it won’t make
them enough money.
There is enough food to
feed everyone.
But it is repeatedly kept
from people by bosses
who jack the prices up,
or by governments who
control borders.
Capitalism is illogical.
No one company boss or
government figure has

control over the entire process,
but simply has to fight for their
own interests.
And it has waste,
overproduction, competition

Waste is inherent under capitalism

and irrationality at its heart.
So food is flown around the
globe because it is cheaper
for bosses to import products
rather than harvest them
here.
And international trade
“choke points” are so
vulnerable because of the
competitive nature of the food
supply.
Supermarkets and
restaurants provide a
similar range of foods,
regardless of whether it
makes sense to import
so much.
Managing the climate
crisis in a humane way
will mean fighting for a
rational approach to sharing
resources.

Choking
off the
supplies

Using a well in Somalia

‘We didn’t have anything left to
eat. Then the fighting started’
THE CLIMATE emergency makes
existing conflicts and inequalities
worse.
The United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organisation said, “In
2018, conflict and insecurity were
the major driver of food crisis in
21 countries.”
Somalia is a good example.
The government, backed by
regional forces and the US air
force, is fighting the al-Shabaab
Islamist orgnaisation.
The climate emergency is
exacerbating the conflict.
A drought throughout much
of this year caused hundreds of
thousands of people to
flee.
In October some 273,000
people were hit by widespread
flooding and heavy rains

damaging farmland, homes and
infrastructure.
Al-Shabaab forces farmers to
pay them thousands of pounds
and places demands on what
crops they can grow.
Sharifo Ali Mohamud left
Middle Shabelle, her hometown,
in February and travelled to the
capital Mogadishu with her seven
children.
“The drought hit our village,”
she said. “We used to grow maize
in the farm but it became dry. We
did not have anything left to eat.
Then the fighting started.
“Life is very difficult here.
“We don’t get enough water
and food and if I return to my
village, I am afraid the harsh
drought condition will be
bitter.”
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FOOD IS transported all over
the world using sophisticated
supply chains that deliver
produce quickly and
directly onto supermarket
shelves.
But most of our food comes
through a small number of
ports, ocean crossings and
inland train tracks.
Disruption to these
“chokepoints,” even for a
short time, threatens food
supply.
Storms or floods may close
off chokepoints while
water-related wear and tear
may damage infrastructure,
making it more vulnerable to
extreme events.
The Chatham House
think tank identified just 14
chokepoints that are critical to
global food security.
And as the World Economic
Forum pointed out, “The
chances of coincidental
disruptions occurring at
different locations are likely to
increase.”
It said if recent disasters
such as Hurricane Katrina
and extreme rainfall in Brazil
occurred at the same time,
up to 50 percent of global
soybean exports could be
affected.

12

Socialist Worker

18 December 2019

WHAT WE
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.
INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION
Under capitalism workers’ labour
creates all profit. A socialist
society can only be constructed
when the working class seizes
control of the means of production
and d emocratically plans how they
are used.
REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.
It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.
THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and
judiciary cannot be taken over
and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism
and are designed to protect the
ruling class against the workers.
The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’ state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
a workers’ militia.
At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.
Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.
INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide s truggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.
We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.
We oppose racism and
imperialism.We oppose all
immigration controls.
We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence.We support all genuine
national liberation movements.
The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.
In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
a similar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.
We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women.We are for an end
to all forms of discrimination
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people.
We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.
THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in p ractice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own i nterests.
We have to build a rank and file
movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16
or go to www.swp.org.uk
or phone 020 7840 5602 for
more information

WHAT’S ON

Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

SOCIALISTS AND BUILDING
THE RESISTANCE IN 2020
ABERDEEN
Mon 6 Jan, 6pm,
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BIRMINGHAM
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm,
The Church at Carrs Lane,
Carrs Ln,
B4 7SX
BLACK COUNTRY
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm,
Light House,
Suite 16, Chubb Bldg,
Fryer St,
WV1 1HT
BOLTON
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm,
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St,
BL1 1DY
BRADFORD
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm,
Bread + Roses,
14 N Parade,
BD1 3HT
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF
BRISTOL
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm,
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm,
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm,
River Lane Centre,
River Ln,
CB5 8HP
CHESTERFIELD
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm,
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm,
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH

OXFORD
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm,
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH

LONDON:TOWER
HAMLETS
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm,
Weavers Community Forum,
10 Shacklewell St,
E2 7EG

PLYMOUTH
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm,
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF

LONDON:WALTHAM
FOREST
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm,
William Morris
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ

WE NEED a climate of resistance 

Picture: Guy Smallman

COLCHESTER
Thu 30 Jan, 8pm,
Oyster Room, Hythe
Community Centre,
1 Ventura Dr,
CO1 2FG

GLASGOW
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm,
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm,
The Swarthmore
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq,
LS3 1AD

COVENTRY
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm,
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln, CV1 5RF

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 8 Jan, 6.30pm,
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP

LIVERPOOL
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

DERBY
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm,
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd,
DE22 3BL
DUNDEE
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm,
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL
EDINBURGH
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm,
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,EH1 2JL
EXETER
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm,
The Exeter peace shop,
31 New Bridge St,
EX4 3AH

HULL
Thu 23 Jan, 7pm,
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ
KENT
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm,
Nucleus Arts Centre
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
Chatham,
ME4 4BP
LANCASTER AND
MORECAMBE
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Ln,
LA1 1TX

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm,
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm,
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd
(corner Vincent Rd),
N15 3QH
LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm,
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra
Rd, facing Windrush Sq),
Brixton,
SW2 1EP

LONDON:WEST &
NORTH WEST
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm,
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ
LUTON & ST ALBANS
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm,
Stockwood Hotel,
41-43 Stockwood Cres,
LU1 3SS
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm,
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NEWCASTLE
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm,
Floor 2, Commercial
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE
NORWICH
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm,
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
NOTTINGHAM
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm,
International
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm,
Somerstown
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ
SCARBOROUGH
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm,
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD AND
SOUTH YORKSHIRE
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm,
Central United
Reform Church,
60 Norfolk St,
S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm,
Central Baptist Church
Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm,
Brynmill Community
Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WIGAN
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm,
The Anvil,
Dorning St,
WN1 1HE
YORK
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm,
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories that
matter: socialistworker.co.uk
Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and
get the latest news every day.
For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

Download Whatsapp
to your
CONTACT
phone
THE SWP
Save 07377 632Phone
826020as7840 5600
Email
Socialist Worker WhatsApp
enquires@swp.org.uk
PO Box 74955,
Send ‘start’ to thePost
number
London E16 9EJ
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The Trial of Christine Keeler
rights some historic wrongs
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TELEVISION

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
BBC 1, 22-24 December at
9pm

THE BBC promises a “unique
and original take” on Charles
Dickens’ Christmas ghost
story.
It calls it “a haunting,
hallucinatory, spine-tingling
immersion into Scrooge’s
dark night of the soul”.

This new BBC drama looks back on the events of the Profumo Affair—and
tells a story of wealth, power, sexism and abuse, says Tomáš Tengely-Evans
LINKS BETWEEN Tory ministers,
Russian spooks, and abuse in the
top echelons of society are the sort
of stuff that ought to bring down
the powerful.
BBC One’s The Trial of Christine
Keeler is a gripping watch that tells
the story of when it did.
The Profumo Affair rocked the
British establishment in 1963. Tory
war minister John Profumo, tipped to
be the next prime minister, had sex
several times with 19 year old model
Christine Keeler in 1961.
She had also had sex with Captain
Yevgeny “Eugene” Ivanov, a naval
officer working out of the Russian
Embassy in London. They had met at
a party hosted by Dr Stephen Ward,
an osteopath and posh pimp for the
rich and powerful.
Profumo lied—then was forced to
resign. Ward killed himself before
he could be sentenced for living off
immoral earnings.
The major objections to Profumo’s
behaviour at the time were about
security implications, not abuse of
power by older men. Keeler was then
vilified in the press and lived a life
of poverty.
When she died in 2017, the
Guardian newspaper took the opportunity to reprint several photographs
of a young Keeler in a swimsuit.

Dinner

In contrast, Profumo was slowly rehabilitated, awarded an OBE in 1975
and hosted to dinner by Margaret
Thatcher.
The BBC drama tries to rectify
what happened—and partially succeeds. The narrator is Keeler herself,
played by Sophie Cookson.
Cookson’s portrayal of Keeler is of
someone with a mind of her own, yet

The Ghost of Christmas Past

TELEVISION
MIMI AND THE MOUNTAIN
DRAGON
BBC1, Thu 26 December at
3.20pm

THIS ADAPTATION of the
children’s story by Michael
Morpurgo is set in the
mountains of Switzerland,
where a fearsome dragon
lives and frightens the
residents of a small village
below.
But when a young girl
finds a baby dragon in her
woodshed, she bravely
decides to make the difficult
journey up the mountain to
return it to its mother.

SOPHIE COOKSON as Keeler and Ben Miles as Profumo in a show about power and unequal relationships

still a victim of the rich and powerful.
In this world of ruling class depravity, you know which side you’re supposed to be on. Ben Miles is a perfect Profumo. There is something
fundamentally weird and creepy
about Ward (James Norton).
At the same time Ward is shown as
an integral part of the upper classes,
shooting with Lord Arran or dining
with the Astors.
The drama doesn’t shy away from
dealing with the abuse that Keeler

suffered. One scene shows a visit to
her mother’s home on a caravan site
in Uxbridge. Keeler references how
her stepfather and his friends used
to abuse her.
There’s a powerful flashback to
when Keeler almost died aged 16
because she had to induce an abortion with a pen after having sex with
a boyfriend. Her mother objects to
her boyfriend being black.
One of the show’s strengths is how
it looks at unequal relationships.

Keeler’s friend Mary (Ellie Bamber),
who has just turned 18 in the drama,
was in a relationship with slum landlord and gangster Peter Rachman.
The show introduces us to the pair
as they have sex, a look of disdain on
her face.
Mary both fears his temper and feels
guilt when he dies of a heart attack.
If it continues as it started, The
Trial of Christine Keeler is one to
watch in 2020.
Starts Sunday 29 December, BBC1

A bittersweet fairy tale of loss, magic and fantasy
THEATRE

THE OCEAN AT THE END OF
THE LANE
At the National Theatre,
London, until 25 January.
Tickets from £15

THE OCEAN at The End of
The Lane tells the story of
Alex, a man who returns
home for his father’s
funeral and looks back on
his childhood.
At the age of 11 he loses
his mother to unnamed
causes and his father
struggles to keep the
family together. Then

on his twelfth birthday
he meets Lettie and her
magical family.
He and Lettie unleash
a malevolent spirit that
takes up residence in his
house.
The trauma and realities
of loss and moving on
are increasingly present
themes. Tension builds
throughout leading to a
slightly terrifying—and
hugely gripping—climax.
It’s a fairy tale but
there is little in the way of
happiness. Instead there’s
a bittersweet feeling that
moving on rarely means

Alex and Lettie

contentment. But the
play is also a story of
imagination and discovery.
As well as being
hooked on the story, the
special effects will leave
audiences in awe.
Using what certainly
seems like a neat sleight
of hand, props and
dancing stage hands make
the magic of the story
believable.
And sinister costumes
will do their best to scare.
But there are also
moments of wellchoreographed
tenderness, and a scene

with two very impressive
puppets.
And the script seems
to capture the innocence
of the 12 year old boy
convincingly enough.
The play lasts two
hours, but definitely feels
shorter. It draws you in
to its world of spells and
strange creatures.
It works because it is
highly original, but with
the recognisable touch of
Neil Gaiman, who wrote
the novel it’s based on.
You’ll find it captivating
even if you haven’t read it.
Gabby Thorpe

Mimi makes a brave journey

TELEVISION
A MERRY TUDOR
CHRISTMAS WITH LUCY
WORSLEY
BBC2, Fri 20 December at
9pm

LUCY WORSLEY recreates
how Christmas was
celebrated during the age of
Henry VIII—eating, drinking,
singing, dancing and
partying like people did
500 years ago.
Lucy also explores how
ordinary people liked to
enjoy themselves—and why
the holidays were such a
welcome break.
She discovers why
Christmas was the only time
it was legal to play most
games and sports.
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E

xplanations
for last week’s
general election
result—and the
vote to Leave
the European
Union (EU)—tend to cast
working class people
outside of London as
mostly right wing.
This explanation fails to
understand the real causes
of either vote.
The Brexit vote of 2016
came overwhelmingly from
a desire by working class
people to kick out at the
establishment.
It’s true that the majority
of Leave voters came from
lower income and working
class backgrounds.
On the day of the EU referendum, pollster Lord Ashcroft
carried out a detailed survey
into who voted for what and
why.
Using a system that grades
social groups by job and
income, he found that the
only section with a majority
that voted Remain was AB—
professionals, managers, lecturers and teachers.
C1s—most white collar
workers—divided fairly
evenly.
But nearly two thirds of
C2s, Ds and Es voted Leave.
These are pensioners, manual
workers, unemployed people
and people on benefits.
Their reasons for voting for
Brexit were not as straightforwardly racist or right wing as
is often made out. The same
Ashcroft poll and others like it
found that Leave voters’ views
on immigration were a mixed
bag—often contradictory, but
not decisively negative.
The more common factor
among Leave voters was class.
Analysis of which areas of
Britain returned the strongest
Leave vote is also revealing.
There is a close link between
areas that suffered the brunt
of Margaret Thatcher’s assault
on working class people in the
1980s—and which never recovered—and the Leave vote.
Almost 70 percent of people
in Doncaster voted Leave, as
did 57 percent in the steel and
former mining area of Neath
Port Talbot.
In Hartlepool 70 percent
voted Leave along with
61 percent in Sunderland.

Blighted

For more than 30 years those
places have been blighted by
poverty and desolation—many
of them under the Labour
governments of Tony Blair and
Gordon Brown.
B l ai r w an t e d t o s ev er
Labour’s ties with the organised working class and make it
into a socially liberal, big business party like the Democrats in
the US.
He gambled that he could
continue the neoliberal policies
begun under Thatcher without
losing working class voters—
simply because there was no
one else to vote for.
These constituencies were

on the side of workers 
JOHNSON PRESENTS himself as

Labour. In fact, the only time
Labour’s vote improved among
those classes was under Jeremy
Corbyn in 2017.
With Corbyn as leader and a
radical manifesto, Labour won
40 percent of the vote in the
2017 general election.
It saw some 46 percent
of the DEs vote Labour and
34 percent for the Tories.
It’s striking how closely the
vote for Leave mirrors the collapse in Labour’s support under
years of right wing Labour
governments.
The same people responsible for the long-term erosion
of Labour’s support over decades pushed for the party to
back Remain. It added to the
sense that Labour had abandoned working class people,
and joined with the people who
have ignored and disparaged
them for decades.
Those same politicians then
blamed Corbyn’s Labour for
being too left wing.
It wasn’t automatic that
this erosion of Labour’s support would go to the right. In
Scotland it found a different
expression.
Working class people in
similar areas saw the Scottish
independence referendum in
2014 as a chance to kick the
Westminster elite. When Ed
Miliband campaigned with
David Cameron, voters abandoned Labour in droves for the
Scottish National Party.
Many still can’t vote for
Labour’s unionism-lite.
In England, it was more
openly expressed through the
Leave vote—and taken advantage of by the right.

Picture: Number 10/Flickr

WORKERS
AREN’T
O
ALL RIGHT
As the right claim the general election and the Brexit vote
are a rejection of left wing politics, Tomáš Tengely-Evans
says there’s something much more complicated going on

Blair hated workers

treated as safe seats for Blairite
MPs who did little for ordinary
people.
Jobs that had been destroyed
under Thatcher were replaced—
if at all—with low wage jobs in
business parks, warehouses and
service industries.
Labour councils that had run
areas for decades still pushed
through cuts and attacked
workers’ living standards.
All this—combined with the
widespread anger over the war
on Iraq—led to the long-term

‘‘

Brexit now
symbolises the
way people’s
voices were
ignored

erosion of Labour’s support.
Under Blair and Brown, Labour
haemorrhaged votes—particularly among C2s, Ds and Es.
Between 1997 when Blair
became prime minister, and
2010 when Brown was booted
out, Labour’s vote among the
DE category fell from 59 percent to 40 percent.
There were similar crashes
among C1s and C2s. The trend
was maintained in 2015.
And last week 43 percent of
DEs voted Tory, 37 percent for

LD Etonian Boris
Johnson presented himself
as being on the
side of ordinary
Leave voters and
campaigned on the slogan,
“Get Brexit done.”
Dehenna Davison won
Bishop Aukland in the north
east of England for the Tories
for the first time ever last week.
Her campaign combined, “Get
Brexit done” with promises
such as, “Bring Back Our A&E,”
“Revitalise Our High Streets,”
and, “Get our young people
back to work.”
The Tories have hammered
the NHS, brought in benefit sanctions for unemployed
people and made work harder
for people. But the “people
versus the politicians” message
helped Davison get past that.
Helpfully for Davison, the
A&E had been closed by the last
Labour government in 2009.
Many who have gone over to
the Tories will have been pulled
by reactionary ideas.
While there is a left wing
case for voting Leave, there
is nothing progressive or
anti-establishment about voting
for Johnson.
Around one third of working
class people have voted Tory for
decades because they buy in to
nationalist and racist ideas.
The fact that some Labour

figures gave ground to the right
wing myth that migrants undermine wages and terms and conditions helped these arguments
to gain traction.
Others on the left linked
defending migrants to supporting Remain, not to the need for
working class unity against the
Tories and bosses.
This doesn’t mean that
working class people in Labour
seats have been won over on
mass by Johnson.
A combination of low turnout
and Nigel Farage’s Brexit Party
helped the Tories. The bosses’
Financial Times (FT) newspaper
wrote, “The ruling party fared
best relative to Labour and the
Liberal Democrats where turnout fell compared with 2017
and worse where turnout rose.
“This suggests that in many
battleground constituencies,
most of the voters who stayed
at home this time were Labour
supporters.”

Death of brutal dictator
was a Christmas gift
Stalinist regimes
across Eastern Europe
fell in 1989, but
Romania was the icing
on the Xmas cake says
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

T

HIS WAS backed
u p b y Ey a l , a
Labour member
who canvassed in
seats the party lost
in the north west of

England.
They wrote, “Many voters
were very open about not giving
us their vote this time, while
emphasising that they have
never voted Tory before.
“Many still preferred not to
vote altogether over having to
vote Tory now because they
knew what that would mean to
their rights and condition.
“For Leave voters Brexit
now symbolises the way in
which their voices were being
ignored, repeatedly and
undemocratically.”
Crucially, those right wing
ideas are not universal—nor
are they as deep-seated as
politicians and pundits would
secretly like to believe.
The fact that Labour’s vote
lifted in 2017 is a good sign of
that. More pressingly, it shows
that right wing ideas can be
challenged and changed—they
don’t have to be pandered to.
One of the most important
things that could undercut the
basis for right wing ideas is
struggle.
Labour and union leaders
have to take responsibility for
the lack of a real fight over
jobs and wages. For instance,
the unions mounted no serious
fight during the steel industry
crisis of decades. In Scunthorpe,
Lincolnshire, the plant was
owned by a string of private

READ MORE
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Dehenna Davison
won in Bishop
Auckland, Durham,
for the first time
ever for the Tories
by presenting
herself on the
side of ordinary
people (top).
Jeremy Corbyn
was greeted by
thousands of
working class
supporters in
Durham in 2017
(above)

lThe Wages of Brexit
International Socialism
journal article by
Alex Callinicos
isj.org.uk/the-wages-ofbrexit/

lThe Labour Party—a
Marxist History
by Tony Cliff,
Donny Gluckstein and
Charlie Kimber
£14.99

lWhy Did Britain Vote
Leave?
by Charlie Kimber
isj.org.uk/why-did-britainvote-leave/

Available at Bookmarks,
the socialist bookshop
on 020 7637 1848 or go
to bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

firms, and is now owned by
multinational Jingye. There
have been job losses and attacks
on pensions, but no fight—not
even a consultative strike ballot.
More generally when there
are strikes and a fight over
job cuts, wage cuts, attacks on
pensions and living standards,
that struggle becomes a decisive
factor in politics.
Right wing arguments have
less purchase. They become
irrelevant to ordinary people
united in fighting for a better
society. The left’s task now is to
build such a fight.
There should be no attempt
to give ground to Tory racism
in an attempt to regain seats.
Instead we need the class politics of solidarity and struggle
outside of elections and parliament to win.

THIRTY YEARS ago on
21 December Romanian
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu
organised a mass rally as
a show of his authority.
By Christmas Day
Ceausescu lay in a pool of
blood, shot by firing squad
in a popular revolution that
swept away his regime.
Nicolae and Elena
Ceausescu had ruled one
of Eastern Europe’s most
hardline Stalinist dictatorships
for over two decades.
He had seemed to
withstand the wave of revolt
by workers and student
that toppled the other
officially “socialist” regimes
in November 1989. As their
rulers resigned, his troops and
secret police were beating
back protesters in Timisoara.
When Ceausescu rose
to speak at the rally in the
capital Bucharest, he thought
it would be another display
of “popular support”.
But within minutes, the
crowd turned against him.
They began to jeer and
boo, and sections burst into
chants of “Ti-mi-soa-ra—
Ti-mi-soa-ra”—in solidarity
with the uprising there.
Ceausescu raised his
right hand to silence the
crowd—only to find his
authority had melted away
right in front of him.
His stunned expression,
captured by the state
TV station’s cameras,
was broadcast live
across the country.
The Ceausescus were
forced to flee the palace by
helicopter. On the following
days tens of thousands of
people in other towns and
cities rose in revolt. And the
majority of the army broke
with the regime and fought
pitched battles against the
Securitate secret police.
Within four days, the
Ceausescus were captured,
sentenced to death by a
soldiers’ court, and shot dead
for crimes against the people.
The seeds of revolt had

ROMANIAN SOLDIERS turned against the regime

been a decade in the making.
Russian dictator Joseph Stalin
had installed Romania’s
Communist Party regime in
1948. For all of Stalin’s talk
of socialism, by the 1930s
Russia was a state capitalist
country where working class
people had no power.
This system was replicated
in all of Russia’s Eastern
Bloc satellite states.
The ruling classes—the
state bureaucracy—were
locked into military and
economic competition with
the West. And, just like
corporations, it exploited
workers and had to
accumulate ever more capital.

Rivalry

Russia and the East
competed with the US and
the West, but there were
still rivalries between states
within these two blocs.
When Ceausescu became
president in 1967, he
represented a section of
the Romanian bureaucracy
that wanted to assert its
independence from Russia.
He forged closer ties with
Western countries and pushed
Romanian nationalism. The
economy boomed as heavy

‘‘

Economic crisis
provoked splits
withing the
Romanian
ruling class

industry gained greater access
to the international markets.
But, in reality, Romanian
state capitalism was falling
behind its competitors.
It took on loans to get
the latest technology and
amassed a huge foreign
debt of £10 billion.
In 1980 Ceausescu went to
the International Monetary
Fund, which demanded its
usual recipe of austerity.
By 1989 the squeeze on
workers meant Romania had
paid off its whole debt ahead
of schedule, but it continued
to fall behind its competitors.
This provoked splits
within the ruling class
about how to solve the
crisis. A group of reformers
began to organise against
Ceausescu and published
an open denunciation in
March 1989, the “Letter of
the Six”. They saw the need
for change, but wanted the
bureaucracy to keep control.
On 22 December the
reformers set up the National
Salvation Front (NSF), which
placed itself at the head of the
movement and took power
in the wake of Ceausescu’s
overthrow. The NSF managed
the transition to free market
capitalism. Communist
politicians became
“democratic politicians”. The
managers of state-owned
companies became managers
of privatised companies.
But the scale and bloody
nature of the uprising was to
serve as a warning to dictators
everywhere. It showed how
rapidly revolt can take hold—
and how the power of workers
can beat even the most
repressive state machines.
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Historic strike in Northern Ireland NHS
ers in Northern Ireland are
demanding pay parity with
workers in the NHS in Britain.
Some 13 health unions in
Britain negotiated and missold a flawed three-year pay
deal for health workers in
England in 2018.
It included funding for
pay deals for workers in the
devolved parts of Britain—
Scotland and Wales, and
Northern Ireland.

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THOUSANDS OF nurses
and other health workers
in Northern Ireland are
fighting for higher pay.
Members of the Unison
union and Royal College
of Nursing (RCN) were set
for a 48-hour walkout from
Wednesday of this week.
It will be the first time in
the organisation’s 103-year
history that it has backed
industrial action.
Ambulance workers in
Unison will also take targeted
industrial action, including
frontline crews, non-emergency staff and control and
support staff.
RCN and Unison members in Northern Ireland
have been taking part in two
weeks of action short of strike
in the run-up to the walkout.

Finishing

This means starting and
finishing on time, taking
their breaks and not doing
non-nursing duties.
Pat Cullen, RCN Northern
Ireland director, said “Nurses
now feel that they have no
choice.

Collapse

WORKERS ARE fighting for a new pay deal and better staffing levels

“With around 2,800 vacant
nursing posts in the system,
record levels of expenditure
on agency staff to try to plug
the gaps, and nurses’ pay
continuing to fall further and
further behind the rest of the

UK, nursing staff have had
enough.”
Workers have staged
action short of a strike since
3 December.
They are refusing to work
overtime or unpaid hours or

the time to care for patients
in the way they would like to
every day,” said Pat.
“This in itself tells us why
RCN members feel it is necessary to take this action in
the first place.” Health work-
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New West Bank settlement
will ‘destroy hope for peace’
Israel’s government plans to build yet another settlement bloc in Hebron. Local Palestinian
activist Issa Amro told Nick Clark that the move will ‘strengthen apartheid policies in the city’
IF THERE’S one place in all of
the West Bank that symbolises
the Palestinian battle against Israeli
settlements, it’s the city of Hebron.
There, some 700 Israeli settlers—
and the soldiers that protect them—
do their best to make life intolerable
for Palestinians in the city centre.
Israeli plans to build a new settlement bloc—or “neighbourhood”—as
it calls it, will make this worse.
Construction will double Hebron’s
settler population, demolish its old
city market for new settlement buildings, and impose suffocating restrictions on those who stay.
“The Israeli government is strengthening apartheid policies in our city,”
Hebron-based Palestinian activist Issa
Amro told Socialist Worker.
“It will divide the Palestinian
neighbourhoods. It destroys hope for
peace in the future.”
The new settlement is the goal of
a decades-long campaign by settlers
who subject Palestinians to a relentless campaign of violence, harassment, intimidation and provocation.
Israel imposes a system of separation that cuts off large chunks of
Hebron to Palestinians. Soldiers are a
constant presence. They often watch
on as settlers attack Palestinians.
And they question, search and
arrest Palestinians—including children—on the flimsiest of pretexts.

Raid

Almost every day or night there is a
raid on a Palestinian home or neighbourhood. It’s driven many to leave.
Issa has been repeatedly arrested,
beaten, threatened and shot at by soldiers and settlers—and faces prison
for organising non-violent protests.
“You are not safe in your house,”
Issa said. “You don’t feel safe to

Hebron’s
history of
repression

PALESTINIAN GIRLS face an Israeli checkpoint in Hebron		

send your children to school.”
On top of the “violent occupation”
Palestinian residents “see restrictions
of our movements due to checkpoints
and barriers”.
“Not even ambulances can move
without restrictions,” said Issa.
To move around the city centre
you have to pass through at least one
of 86 checkpoints or barriers.
Each comes with a lengthy and
degrading inspection by Israeli soldiers who can hold up or close

down checkpoints without warning.
The system has had a devastating
effect on Hebron’s economy. Shuhada
Street—once a busy market centre—
is now a ghost town. A fifth of people
in Hebron are unemployed. The new
settlement will make this worse too.
“Economically it’s a really big
attack,” said Issa. “It will cause shops
to close, affecting future investment.”
There have already been protests
in Hebron against the new settlement.
Youth Against Settlements, which

Picture: Ronan Shenhav/Flickr

Issa founded, will keep organising
non-violent direct actions and supporting Palestinians to stay in their
homes. Issa also asked for solidarity
from abroad.
“We want British activists to
increase awareness of what is happening in Palestine,” he said. “We
want people in Britain to talk to their
officials and politicians.
“And we want Britain to not accept
any products or investments from
companies in the settlements.”

ISSA SAID that what’s
going on in Hebron is
an example of something
happening all over the
West Bank and East
Jerusalem.
“I don’t see it as just
being about Hebron,”
he said. “The Israeli
government nowadays is
trying to make ‘facts on
the ground’—to make the
occupation permanent.”
“Facts on the ground”
is what Israel calls the
land it has robbed from
Palestinians through its
settlement building.
Some 700,000 Israelis
live in settlements built

after Israel invaded and
occupied East Jerusalem
and the West Bank in
1967. Most essentially
act as commuter towns
to Israeli cities.
Palestinians struggle
to pass near them or
cross into Israel.
Yet settlement residents
can pass seamlessly
between the two on
Israeli-only motorways.
The idea is that the
settlements are so much
part of Israel that they
and the land surrounding
them have to be annexed.
They also give Israel
a reason to demand

Women protesting against Hebron settlers in 2017

Picture: Edo Ramon/Flickr

‘Trump is going after our identity as Palestinians’
military control of any
future Palestinian state
to ensure their security.
Donald Trump’s
government officially
approved of Israel’s
settlements in late
November. Until then they
were considered illegal.
Israel’s decision
to expand in Hebron
followed shortly after.
“We are suffering more
after Trump started his
foreign policy biased to
the very right wing Israeli
ideology,” said Issa.
“Trump is going
after our identity as
Palestinians.”

IN 1994, Israeli
settler Baruch
Goldstein walked into
Hebron’s Ibrahimi
mosque.
As 800 Palestinians
kneeled down to pray,
he threw a grenade
into the hall where they
gathered, then opened
fire with an assault rifle.
Goldstein killed
29 Palestinians. Five
more were killed in
riots that followed.
In the wake of the
massacre, Israel closed
down Hebron’s Shuhada
Street for Palestinians,
allowing access only to
Israelis and tourists.
In 1997, Israel
split Hebron into two
zones. H1 is under the
limited control of the
Palestinian authority.

Military
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Israel’s military controls
H2—the centre of
Hebron. Settlers began
trying to occupy the
centre of Hebron after
Israel invaded the
West Bank in 1967.
Issa said Israel
uses settlers’ claim to
Hebron to “remove the
Palestinian identity
and the history of the
city of Hebron”.
“They have even
changed the names of
the streets from Arabic
to Hebrew,” he added.
In the past, Jews and
Muslims lived together
peacefully in Hebron.
That broke down after
attempts to establish
Israel as an exclusively
Jewish state in Palestine.
For Issa, any solution
has to involve Arabs and
Jews living as equals.
“We don’t see any
problems with Jews
living in Palestine,” he
said. “But we don’t want
them as occupiers.”
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REPORTS
CIVIL SERVICE

Ferry staff plan pay
and racism strike

Test for bosses from Large
Goods Vehicle examiners

WOOLWICH FERRY workers
in south east London were
due to strike on Thursday.
The action centres on
workers’ calls to be paid the
London living wage of £10.75
an hour
In addition, the Unite
union members claim their
employer failed to investigate
after two workers reported a
colleague repeatedly using a
racial slur in the canteen.
Staff, employed by Briggs
Marine, voted unanimously
for the action.

LARGE GOODS Vehicle
driving examiners began
a week-long strike on
Monday of this week.
The PCS union members
are involved in a long-running
dispute with bosses at the
Driving, Vehicle and Standards
Agency (DVSA) over longer
working days, staffing
shortages and increasing
workloads.
The strike follows a
month-long walkout by

Kirklees council has
begun investigation
KIRKLEES COUNCIL in West
Yorkshire has begun its
investigation in relation to
the suspension of one of its
employees, Paul Holmes.
Paul is also the branch
secretary of Kirklees Unison
union. He was suspended by
the national union under its
“Rule I” earlier in December.
Kirklees branch has
also been put into regional
supervision. Chair Nick
Ruff and assistant branch
secretary Cath Kinder were
also suspended by Unison.

Felixstowe battle
over outsourcing
ENGINEERING WORKERS at
Felixstowe docks in Suffolk
have voted overwhelmingly
for strikes.
The 110 Unite union
members at the Felixstowe
Dock and Railway Company,
are fighting against plans
to transfer their jobs to a
subcontractor. They voted by
98 percent for strikes and
unanimously for industrial
action short of a strike.

Support Bromley
library strikers
UNITE UNION members have
raised over £20,000 in under
a week for library workers on
indefinite strike in Bromley,
south east London.
The library workers have
been out since the summer
against subcontractor GLL’s
plans to slash frontline staff.
Every trade unionist should
donate to their strike to make
sure the workers aren’t now
forced back.
lDonate to the strike fund—
account name Bromley Unite
LE/531, account number
20272821, sort code 60-83-01

Big action vote at
Welsh power plants
AN OVERWHELMING vote for
strikes could electrify the fight
for higher pay at First Hydro
power stations in north Wales.
Unite union members at
the Dinorwig and Ffestiniog
plants backed strikes by
97 percent and action short
of strikes by 99 percent.
The union says it will be
announcing dates for strikes
soon unless bosses offer a
much better deal.

IT workers in the DVSA in
August.
The PCS said the latest
action comes after talks at
conciliation service Acas
broke down as “management
refused to meaningfully
negotiate with reps”.
lSend solidarity messages to
Midsbargaining@pcs.org.uk

lDonate to the strike fund—

account number 20331490, sort
code: 60-83-01, quote reference
DVSA strike fund

ROUND-UP
LGV STRIKERS on the Bredbury picket in Greater Manchester (see right)

Picture: PCS

on

Twitter

NHS

nWORKERS AT a west
London tax office staged
their second half-day
strike in a month on
Thursday of last week.
Members of the PCS union
in Ealing are fighting over
plans to close their office and
relocate their jobs to a new
site on the other side of the

city. Many workers say the
move could force them to
take redundancy.

Health workers strike
to stay with the NHS Christmas strike in Bristol

nMEMBERS OF the PCS
union have re-elected
Mark Serwotka as their
general secretary.
He won 53 percent of the
vote on a 19 percent turnout.

ROYAL MAIL

HUNDREDS OF health workers
in Berkshire and Surrey were
set to launch a three-day
walkout against privatisation
on Wednesday this week.
GMB and Unite union
members at Frimley Health
NHS Foundation Trust are
fighting against bosses plans to
transfer 1,000 jobs to a “whollyowned subsidiary” (WOS).
The cleaners, porters and
other support staff fear it
would allow bosses to bring in
full-blown privatisation further
down the line.
Talks at the Acas
conciliation service were taking
place as Socialist Worker went
to press on Tuesday.
The GMB said it was
horrified by bosses’ plans to
use untrained or semi-trained
agency workers and volunteers
to cover for strikers.
Workers in the GMB and
Unite have taken two rounds
of industrial action since
November.
The Unison union pulled
out on the eve of the first strike
after hospital management said

after a ‘heartless sacking’

GMB and Unite members have united on the picket line
it would look into alternatives
to a wholly-owned subsidiary.
Asia Allison, GMB regional
organiser, said, “It’s great that
the trust has finally decided to
sit down with both GMB and
Unite at Acas to discuss the
privatisation proposal.
“But the deal both they and
Unison seemed to have agreed
means nothing to the vast
majority of affected staff.
“It will be good to hear what

the plan is and to compare it
to our own, based firstly on the
principle of ‘Stop the WOS’.”
Strikes at other trusts
have forced bosses to totally
dump plans for wholly-owned
subsidiaries—and workers
should not accept anything
less. Unison should join the
action at Frimley.
lTweet your support to

@FrimleyGMB and also to
@unite_southeast

MENTAL HEALTH

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Sheffield strike for patients

WORKERS IN Tower
Hamlets, east London, have
rejected attacks on their
terms and conditions.
The Tower Rewards
programme included plans
to increase the working
week and end automatic
incremental pay progression.
Months of negotiations
and workers’ mass meetings
have pushed bosses back
on some elements. But they
have threatened to terminate
contracts in 2020.
GMB, Unite and Unison
union members have rejected
the plans. The NEU union is
holding an indicative ballot
on a threat to severance pay.

MENTAL HEALTH nurses,
social workers and
occupational therapists
in South Yorkshire
could strike against
cuts in the new year.
It follows an
overwhelming vote for
strikes by 200 Unison
union members at Sheffield
City Council and Sheffield
Health and Social Care NHS
Foundation Trust.
The workforce voted
by 83 percent for strikes.

Unison said a new staff
structure has axed specialist
treatment teams, leaving
workers struggling to meet
patients’ needs.
Unison Yorkshire &
Humberside regional
organiser Charlie Carruth
said, “This dispute is the
direct result of savage
government cuts.
“Patients and the city’s
communities are being let
down by an underfunded
service.”

POSTAL WORKERS at a
Royal Mail delivery office
in Bristol are set to strike
ahead of Christmas over
the “callous and heartless”
sacking of a colleague.
Members of the CWU
union at the Kenysham
delivery office voted to
strike after bosses sacked
Paul Hollow for absences
from work after a series of
personal tragedies.
Paul had depression after
one family member died and

another was diagnosed with
cancer, leading him to take
time off. When he returned,
bosses sacked him claiming
there were “no mitigating
circumstances”.
Paul said the sacking left
him “in shock”.
“We live pay cheque to
pay cheque and now I don’t
know how we will get through
Christmas,” he added.
Workers were set to strike
on Monday and Tuesday of
next week.

ROYAL PARKS

Action wins big pay victory
for Royal Parks workers
PARK AND toilet attendants
across seven of the Royal
Parks in London have won
their fight for a pay rise.
Their pay will rise from
the minimum wage of £8.21
an hour to the London Living
Wage of £10.75.
The rise will also be
backdated to 1 November
and equates to a 31 percent
increase, and an extra
£5,000 per year.
The park attendants are
members of the United Voices
of the World (UVW) union.
They struck for two days
in October. The decision to
pay the living wage came
just before workers were set
to hold another strike.
Outsourced to
multinational Vinci, the
workers were also being
denied annual leave.
Speaking after the
announcement of the pay
rise, one attendant said, “I

have worked for the Royal
Parks for nine years and in
that time we have been paid
poverty wages.
“It’s only fair that we are
paid a wage we can really
live on, but we shouldn’t
have been forced to strike
to get it. That said, we are
absolutely delighted with
our victory.”
UVW organiser Petros
Elia said, “Many of our
members have been
dismissed by other unions as
unorganisable.
“But they have proven
once again that no matter
what your job is, or where
you’re from, if you get
organised and strike then
you can, and probably will,
win.
“This is a victory for all
workers everywhere who
have been told that they
don’t deserve more than the
minimum wage.”
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University workers call
for 14 more strike days
by SADIE ROBINSON

UCU UNION members in
universities have called for
14 more days of strikes in a
battle to defend their USS
pension scheme.
Delegates met earlier this
month for a special sector
conference to discuss the dispute. The meeting followed
the recent eight-day strike at
60 universities.
Union members passed
an amendment to a motion
calling for a further 14 days
of strikes.
They backed strikes for 20,
21, 24, 25 and 26 February,
and 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12
and 13 March.
The next steps in the
dispute will now be decided
by the union’s Higher
Education Committee (HEC).

Serious

The union said the HEC
would have “very serious
regard to the clear view of
conference” when making its
decision.
A UCU spokesperson told
Socialist Worker, “Members
have made it absolutely clear
that they are prepared to take
sustained action.
“Friday’s conference does
not have the power to call
industrial action.
“HEC is meeting in

UCU UNION members picket at Goldsmith’s university in London

January to decide on the
next phase.” The HEC is set
to meet on 30 January, two
days after the close of reballots for strikes at several
universities.
The initial eight-day strike
showed workers’ w
 illingness
to fight and their ability to
win widespread support

from students. But the gap
between strikes risks losing
momentum.
And the union is engaged
in two disputes—one over
pensions, and another over
contracts, pay, inequality and
workload.
It must keep up the fight
on both.

Picture: Guy Smallman

nTHE JOINT Expert Panel
(JEP) released its second
report into the USS pension
scheme last week. The JEP
was set up following strikes
in 2018 to look at the future
of the scheme.
Carlo Morelli is a UCU
rep at Dundee university and a member of the

union’s national executive
committee. He told Socialist
Worker, “The report criticises attempts to break up
the scheme, which is what
employers had wanted.
“But it also effectively
accepts that there is a deficit in the scheme. Yet there
is evidence the scheme is in
surplus.”
The report discusses how
to deal with a dropout rate
among low-paid workers.
One option is for lower
paid workers pay half the
full contribution rate and get
fewer benefits in r etirement.
Carlo said this would
“entrench discrimination”.
Yet an option to have
higher paid workers pay more
“could just be a way of g
 etting
increased contributions”.
The report also talks of
changing who is involved in
negotiations, which could
be an attempt to limit the
influence of elected union
members.
UCU general secretary Jo
Grady said the report “won’t
solve all the issues”. But she
said it “provides a strong
starting point for future
discussions”.
The union has rightly stuck
to “no detriment”—that USS
members should not pay
more or get less in r etirement.
It should not move from this
position.

SCHOOLS
PRIVATISATION

Catholic school strikers hold mass rally School’s out in Bexleyheath
against east London academies scam
THE FIRST day of action at
St Angela’s and St Michael’s
schools in Newham saw
70 join a strike rally on
Wednesday of last week.
NEU union members
are opposing the schools
becoming part of a Catholic
multi-academy trust.
Louise Cuffaro, joint
secretary of Newham
district NEU, addressed
strikers’ concerns.
From a worried timidity,
the meeting evolved
quickly into a group feeling
confident in their case.
NEU executive member
Dominic Byrne told strikers
that all their governing
bodies had to do was vote
against academisation.
But if they didn’t, strikes
would continue as long as

Louise Cuffaro

members were prepared to
act. The meeting voted for
three new reps to join the
one already elected.
And members at
St Angela’s took a
spontaneous vote to
boycott a managementorganised “cakes for
Friday”. It was a show of
feeling against the head’s
letter to parents saying he

was “disappointed” in his
staff. The average age of
NEU members is now only
30, and many are from a
generation that has never
known industrial action.
But these young teachers
showed how fast people can
learn to feel their potential
when they act collectively.
Workers at
St Bonaventure’s, another
secondary school,
have already voted
overwhelmingly for action
in an indicative ballot. A
ballot result at St Bede’s, a
Redbridge primary, is due
before the end of term.
Workers at these schools
could join further strikes to
halt the Brentwood diocese
academisation plans.
Miriam Scharf

WORKERS AT St Catherine’s
School for Girls in
Bexleyheath held their
last strike of the year on
Wednesday of last week.
NEU union members are
fighting what they describe as
a bullying head teacher.
A series of strikes that
started on 30 October have
forced the head, Yvonne
Connolly, to take a “leave of
absence”.
The chair of governors has

resigned. A members’ meeting
the day before the strike last
week agreed to go ahead
with the walkout. And NEU
members met this week to
discuss updates from talks at
conciliation service Acas.
More strikes are on the
cards in January and February,
and union members will meet
on 10 January to discuss their
next steps.
lSend messages of support to

Deborah.jones@neu.org.uk

PRIVATISATION

Save our TAs, says union
THE GMB union is calling Boris
Johnson’s Tory government
to step back from plans to
slash teaching assistants
in schools in England.
The GMB said, “Teaching
Assistants help teachers to

teach and support those
children most in need.
“They act as a crucial liaison
between teachers and pupils
and are the backbone of our
education.”
lPetition at bit.ly/GMBTAs
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TRANSPORT

Strike would
be just the
ticket to stop
station cuts
WORKERS ON London
Overground train lines were
this week set to release the
results of their ballot over
the future of ticket offices.
Rail bosses want to
unleash a raft of ticket offices
closures, slashing most
station’s opening hours.
The proposals equal a
65 percent cut in hours across
the Overground network, with
some stations facing an over
80 percent cut in hours.
The RMT union, which
represents workers in ticket
offices, says the stations will
become less safe, secure and
accessible.
The ballot ended amid
revelations from the RMT
about how train bosses
paid out over £4 million to
shareholders last year.
Arriva Rail London, which
operates the Overground,
more than doubled its profits
last year and its income
increased by £25 million.
The London Overground
contract should be publicly‑run
and properly staffed.

METRO

Rail workers
patience is
wearing thin
WORKERS ON the Tyne and
Wear Metro are preparing to
give the bosses a bloody nose
as they plan to shut down the
service for 48 hours this week.
Members of the RMT
union, they are fighting over
pay and staffing issues, and
voted 80 percent for action on
a 100 percent turnout.
The drivers have planned
their action for “Black Eye
Friday”—a time where the
city’s transport system is
packed with festive revellers.

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP

Take back
Northern fail
TSSA UNION general
secretary Manuel Cortes has
called for the Northern rail
franchise to be nationalised
after rail commuters were hit
by a series of cancellations
as new timetables came into
effect on Monday morning.
By 10am nearly 20 trains
had been cancelled and more
than 30 delayed. Cortes
said. “The company said the
timetable changes would
bring reliability—but as usual
what we get is chaos.”
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WORKERS CAN
DERAIL TORIES
STRIKERS ON the picket line in Portsmouth

by SARAH BATES

P R I VAT E E R I N G p r i m e
minister Boris Johnson was
set to announce plans to
attack workers’ rights in the
queen’s speech this week.
At the same time defiant
rail workers are marching
and striking.
Johnson plans to ban “all
out” strikes on public transport. He called for “minimum
service requirement” for
public transport, which
would likely make it illegal to
shut down an entire service.
Every trade union and the
TUC union federation must
fight to stop this assault on
the right to strike. Words
and token gestures will not
be enough.

Confidence

It ought to be a chance to
block Johnson and give the
left the confidence to fight.
The attacks come in the
middle of a huge battle over
the future of the railway.
Hundreds of workers
across the South Western
Railway (SWR) network are
now in their third week of
strikes to defend their jobs



and passenger safety. The
RMT union members are
battling the implementation of driver-only operation
(DOO)—a new procedure
on the railways that would
compromise existing safety
measures.
SWR bosses want drivers
to open and close doors—
but workers are fighting for
guards to remain on trains
and continue to close the
doors.
Striker Bob told Socialist
Worker that bosses say they
want to implement the new
DOO system to save a few
seconds at each station.
“Originally SWR wanted to
trains to go without guards—
but we’re very important.
“We do a good job. Now
they’re worried about saving
time, but say there is going
to be a guard on every train.
“The main sticking point is
whether our members close
the doors.
“Really, that’s the issue—
whether it’s the guard or the
driver, who won’t be able to
see everything.”
It’s a battle that’s raged for
over two years at SWR, with
the latest phase of action
amounting to a month-long
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Strikers at Waterloo 

‘‘

The election of
Johnson’s
government
will not stop us
fighting back

Picture: Socialist Worker

strike during one of the network’s busiest periods. The
firm is still being paid by the
Department for Transport to
run services, despite the solid
action shutting down much
of the network.
Figures from the RMT suggest that by the end of this
wave of action, SWR would
have been paid £86 million
to run services during strikes.
“The Tory election is not
going to help with this dispute,” said Bob. “At the

beginning it was between
SWR and the RMT—I wished
it had stayed like that. Now
the DfT is using public money
to fight against the public.
“All this money saving
goes to private companies
and to shareholders.
“SWR
are
being
supplemented, as long as it
shows it’s trying to solve the
dispute, its compensated by
the government.”
At Fratton station, near
Portsmouth, strikers have
been regularly picketing
during the latest phase of
action.
On Saturday, members of
the Portsmouth Trade Union
Council staged a rally at their
picket line.
Jon Woods said it was
important to “stand with our
sisters and brothers”.
“Guards on SWR are
fighting for our safety and we
must support them. Fifty of us
marched through the town
singing ‘solidarity for ever’.
“We got a good response
from the public and we
showed that the election of
Johnson’s government will
not stop us fighting back.”
Industrial action takes
place in a wider picture of

public transport battered by
privatisation and the pursuit
of profit.
Passengers were stranded
for long periods on icy platforms from Sunday, as
Network Rail rolled out new
timetables.

Delays

Cancellations and delays
battered services, which were
also affected by staff shortages,
train faults, s ignalling problems and a landslip.
On SWR, strikers are
feeling the pinch, with some
prevented from attending
picket lines because of chest
infections.
Others are facing hugely
reduced payslips for
December and January.
“We’ve been coming to
picket lines for two weeks
and standing in the cold
weather,” said Bob.
“We’re not fighting for
more pay, we’re fighting for
the safety of our passengers
and the importance of our
role on the railway.”
Workers’ names have been
changed.
Support picket lines at SWR
depots—held Mondays until 2
January, 6am-10am
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