
12 noon, BBC, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA l For protests elsewhere go to stopwar.org.uk

NO TO WAR ON IRAN DEMO THIS SATURDAY

NO TO IMPERIALIST WAR

FIRE, FLOODS 
& PROFITS Climate chaos hits 

Australia and Indonesia 
>>Page 3

The working class are the only 
force that can end the system 

wrecking the planet  >>Page 5

POWER TO BEAT 
THE SYSTEM
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WELLNESS

Capitalism makes 
us sick, and then 
offers fake cures
MILLIONS OF people greeted 
the new year by resolving 
to create a new, healthier 
version of themselves.

And, the “wellness industry” 
is only too happy to help.

Sarah Bates analyses the 
hypocrisy of a system that 
makes us alienated and sick 
but then sells us a snake-oil 
cure.
>>Pages 14&15

LABOUR

Whoever leads 
will take party 
rightwards
THE BATTLE for the Labour 
leadership is on as more 
candidates are announced.

But whoever wins, one 
thing is certain—the new 
leadership will react to the 
defeat of Jeremy Corbyn 
at the general election by 
moving the party right.

Nick Clark looks at the 
danger signs.
>>Page 8

SCOTLAND

Huge march for 
independence 
targets Tories
THOUSANDS of 
people are expected to 
demonstrate in Glasgow 
this Saturday to demand 
Scottish independence. 

The march will focus anger 
at Boris Johnson and the Tory 
government, and demand a 
new referendum—indyref2.
>>Page 20
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lDO THE Tories fear that Boris 
Johnson’s election victory 

is going to lead to riots? The 
Sentencing Council published 
new guidelines on how to punish 
people convicted of public order 
offences in England and Wales. 
The new rules were snuck in 
over the holidays and came 
into force on New Year’s Day.

Contaminated blood scandal 
could have been avoided
HUNDREDS OF people affected by 
the contaminated blood scandal 
could have avoided infection had 
 officials accepted help from Scotland, 
newly-released documents show.

The scandal saw thousands of people 
contract HIV and hepatitis after being 
treated with infected blood products. 

A letter dated January 1990 said 
Scotland’s blood transfusion ser-
vice could have supplied the NHS in 
England and Wales with the blood prod-
uct Factor 8. But officials repeatedly 
rejected the offer.

Had they accepted, hundreds of 
people with haemophilia in England and 
Wales could have avoided devastating 
and sometimes fatal illnesses.

British governments in the 1970s and 
1980s imported Factor 8 cheaply from 
the US despite repeated warnings that it 
was unsafe. Thousands of people were 
infected in Britain as a result, and scores 
have died.

The letter, from then director of 
the Scottish Blood Transfusion Service 
 professor John Cash, said the service had 

“very substantial” spare capacity. Cash 
said the first offer of blood  products was 
made to the NHS in England in the late 
1960s, and reaffirmed in 1980-81.

Civil servants in the Scottish Office 
in Edinburgh, and in the Department of 
Health and Social Services in London, 
rejected the offers.

The letter was released under a 
Freedom of Information request made 
by Jason Evans, whose father died of 
HIV and Hepatitis C after receiving 

contaminated blood. Evans said the 
letter is significant.

“We have testimony from a very 
senior source which effectively shows 
hundreds of HIV infections could and 
should have been prevented,” he said.

“It fills me with horror that so many 
of these people would still be alive if it 
were not for the total negligence that 
took place.”

A public inquiry into the scandal in 
England is ongoing. 

lBILLIONAIRE insurance 
dealers have tough lives. 

Andreas Pohl, the boss of the 
Deutche Vermoegensberatung 
conglomerate, bought a vintage 
Porsche for £390,000 in an 
auction. He has since launched 
legal action against car dealer Coys 
of Kensington after claiming he 
was misled over its condition. 

 Bosses profit by 
picking your pocket
SOME 37,000 workers 
in Scotland were paid 
less than the minimum 
wage last year, according 
to Citizens Advice 
Scotland (Cas).

Data from Cas also 
showed that bosses across 
Britain owed an average 
of £6,500 in unpaid 
arrears to workers.

Boris Johnson has 
announced a rise in the 
minimum wage from April. 

But it will still leave 
workers getting much 
less than the real Living 
Wage of £9.30 an 
hour or £10.75 
in London

Those aged 
21 to 24 will 
have a new 
minimum 

wage of £8.20 an hour, 
and those 25 and over a 
minimum wage of £8.72.

Meanwhile bosses 
continue to grab more 
money. New research 
shows that top bosses get 
117 times the annual wage 
of the average worker.

Bosses of FTSE 100 
firms only needed to work 
until just before 5pm 
on Monday to make the 
same amount of money 
that an average worker 
earns for the entire year.

The average FTSE 
100 boss got the 

equivalent of 
£901.30 an 

hour in 
2018, or 
£3.46 
million.

Guilford Four files 
to be kept secret
THE British government 
is hiding documents 
relating to the Guildford 
Four—and plans to keep 
them hidden for decades. 

The four—Gerry 
Conlon, Paul Hill, Paddy 
Armstrong and Carole 
Richardson—were wrongly 
convicted of two pub 
bombings in 1974. They 
were released in 1989.

Over 700 files linked to 
the case were due to be 
released last week. They 
relate to an inquiry into 
the wrongful convictions 
of the Guildford Four 
and the Maguire Seven 
between 1989 and 1994.

But the Home Office 
declared that they 
will remain closed. 

Author Richard O’Rawe, 
who has written about 
Gerry Conlon, said, “The 
British government is 
afraid to release the 
files. Why? Because 
they will show that the 
evidence points to the 
British police knowing 
from the very start that 
the Guildford Four were 
completely innocent.

“What happened 
to the Guildford Four 
was no miscarriage of 
justice, but instead an old 
fashioned frame-up.”

The majority of the 
files are closed for either 
84 or 100 years from 
their original date. Some 
may not be opened 
until the 2090s.

Tory housing 
help scam?
GOVERNMENT loans that 
allegedly help ordinary 
people buy homes are 
helping the rich to rake in 
more cash.

The government lends 
up to 20 percent of the 
cost of a newly-built home 
to buyers under the Help 
to Buy scheme. 

Yet over 10,000 of the 
loans were snatched up 
by households with an 
income of over £100,000 
a year. And nearly 16,000 
were taken by households 
with an income between 
£80,000 and £100,000.

Meanwhile the Tories’ 
“starter homes” scheme 
for first-time buyers has 
collapsed. In 2015 David 
Cameron claimed that 
200,000 new homes 
would be built by 2020. 

Not a single one has 
been built.

Posh Porsche

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ@

WAS THE scandal of contaminated blood covered up?

Children not ill 
enough for help
CHILDREN WITH mental 
health problems in 
England are being denied 
NHS help because they 
aren’t ill enough. 

An investigation by 
doctor’s magazine Pulse 
found a third of mental 
health trusts only accept 
patients with “severe” or 
“significant” conditions 
for specialist child and 
adolescent mental health 
services.

Just one in five of the 
56 facilities in England 
accepts referrals for 
children with all levels of 
conditions.

The number of children 
being referred to mental 
health services rose 
by 18 percent between 
2017-18 and 2018-19.

Essex doctor Maddi 
Ridley said, “Children are 
really struggling and we 
don’t have a lot to offer.”

GOING UP
lRail fares went up yet 
again on 1 January
lThey’ve risen by 
63 percent in real terms 
since 1980
lBus and coach fares are 
up by 64 percent
lYet the cost of running a 
car is down by 20 percent 
in real terms, according 
to the Department for 
Transport

‘We cannot see a 
way of the prime 
minister avoiding 
Gerry Adams 
without reverting 
to the undignified 
hiding-behind-
the-potted plants 
scenario’
In a newly‑revealed 
memo Stormont aide 
Robert Crawford voices his 
concern that John Major might 
cross paths with the Sinn Fein 
leader in 1995

‘Already this 
morning I have 
killed a fox with a 
baseball bat’
Remain campaigning lawyer 
Jolyon Maugham

‘He needs to 
be confronted 
and humiliated 
by whoever his 
opponent is’
Actor Robert De Niro says 
he would like to see a bag 
of faeces thrown in Donald 
Trump’s face

‘Obsession in 
the media and 
in parliament 
with the types 
of fire-resistant 
cladding on 
buildings’
Labour leadership hopeful 
Jess Phillips wants people to 
stop focusing on the causes of 
the Grenfell fire

Fat cats get fatter—and you’re paying



New year, 
new strikes
SCHOOL STRIKERS are 
getting ready to make 2020 
a year of climate resistance, 
and are planning to strike on 
14 February and 13 March. 

Coordinators the UK 
Schools Climate Network 
(UKSCN), said, “We need 
to make them as big 
as possible to send our 
message to the world and to 
the people in power that it’s 
been a year and we’ve not 
seen anywhere near enough 
action.”

And climate activists 
are already preparing for 
the United Nations Cop26 
climate talks, due to take 
place in Glasgow this 
November. 

The UKSCN called it “an 
opportunity to shed a light 

on the UK’s lack of climate 
ambition”.

The group is planning to 
help run a Conference of 
the Youth during Cop which 
will bring together school 
strikers and other young 
climate activists from across 
the globe. 

“As a country responsible 
for a huge share of historical 
emissions and colonial 
atrocities, we must also 
show international solidarity 
with those who will be 
travelling from all over the 
globe to demand action 
from world leaders,” it said.
Mobilising for Cop 26 public 
meeting—Saturday 1 February 
12 noon, Unison Glasgow, 
84 Bell Street, G1 1LQ. Hosted 
by Campaign against Climate 
Change Glasgow

Climate catastrophe is 
spreading fire and floods
by SARAH BATES

THE CL IMATE catast rophe 
wreaked havoc across the world 
th is  week as “apocalypt ic” 
 bushfires swept across Australia 
while Jakarta in Indonesia was 
inundated by floods. 

Ferocious blazes ripped through 
Australia’s eastern coast. Authorities 
predict it could take up to two months 
to control some fires.

Brendan O’Connor is the Rural Fire 
Service (RFS) captain in Balmoral, a 
suburb of Sydney. He described a 
recent fire as “hell on earth.”

“Eve ry th ing  was  bu rn ing 
 everywhere. We were so under-
resourced. Additional resources 
couldn’t get to us, we were completely 
blocked off by fires all around.”

Tens of thousands of residents and 
tourists were scrambling for safety 
across the states of New South Wales 
(NSW) and Victoria in the largest 
evacuation mission the country has 
ever seen.

Months into an unprecedented 
wildfire crisis, at least 20 people have 
died, with dozens more missing.

Around 200 wildfires are raging 
across NSW and Victoria alone—and 
other states are also fighting fires. 
Some blazes are joining together to 
create terrifying infernos.

Properties
Steve Warrington, Victoria country 
fire authority chief officer, said that 
firefighters were unable to reach 
many of the worst-affected areas.

“We can’t even get fire trucks into 
some of these communities.

“This is not over by a long way,” 
he warned.

It’s estimated that 6 million 
hectares of land—an area nearly 
three times the size of Wales—
have been burnt and at least 1,200  
proper t ie s  des t royed .  Some 
entire small towns have been  

razed. Residents in the highest 
danger areas are being warned that 
 authorities many not be able to help 
them if they don’t get out in time.

Rob  Roger s ,  RFS  deputy 
 commissioner said, “If people choose 
to stay, then that is on them.”

“Do not expect there will be a fire 
truck if you ring, make sure that you 
understand that you are likely to be 
stuck there for some time and the 
last thing you should do is suddenly 
change your mind at the last minute,” 
he said.

Thousands of people are faced 
with rapidly dwindling food and 
water supplies while others have been 
forced to take shelter on beaches or 
areas already burnt out.

Entire towns have no access to 
drinking water, and tens of thou-
sands of homes are left without 
power. There is bitter anger at prime 

minister Scott Morrison for his lack of 
action over climate change, his cuts 
to fire services—and the abandon-
ment of those whose lives have been 
devastated by the fire.

In Jakarta at least 66 people died 
in widespread flooding across the 
capital.

Extreme monsoon rains on New 
Year’s Eve caused rivers to break their 
banks leading to landslides on the out-
skirts of the capital.

A week later, thousands of people 
were still in overcrowded and dirty 
emergency shelters. 

Wading
Soldiers and health workers are 
spraying disinfectant on the flood 
waters in an attempt to stop the 
spread of waterborne diseases.

In the worst-hit areas, residents 
could be seen wading through 

chest-high water or attempting to 
 traverse dangerous rivers in inflat-
able dinghies.

At the height of the flood, water 
reached up to six metres and nearly 
400,000 people were forced to flee 
and seek shelter in 270 emergency 
centres. 

Yuyun Yuniarti is forced to stay 
at an emergency shelter at a sports 
centre. “My baby is not sleeping as 
the rain comes in, the wind comes 
in,” she said. 

“It is disgusting here, but we are 
stuck.”

On Monday of this week, at least 
35,500 people were unable to return 
home, with more extreme rainfall 
expected soon. 

Demand action on Australian fires. 
Protest Friday 10 January, 12 noon till 
2.30pm, Australian High Commission, 
Strand, London, WC2B 4LA

THIS YEAR’S flooding in Jakarta, Indonesia, results from environmental destruction

Why the crisis is getting worse now
THE BUSHFIRES and flooding are a 
product of rapidly unfolding climate 
catastrophe.

Fires are more frequent, and 
more severe than ever before partly 
because of record-breaking high 
temperatures and long-standing 
drought across Australia.

Drought conditions—lasting 
years in some parts of Australia—
are making it easier for the fires to 
spread.

Climate change is also making 
preventative measures more difficult 
to carry out.

Hotter and drier conditions 
mean fire authorities struggle to 
use controlled burning techniques 
that create a barrier between 
woodland and people’s homes and 

create breaks that can stop fires 
spreading. 

Environmental damage is also 
the reason why Jakarta—a city and 
suburbs home to some 30 million 
people—is particularly prone to 
flooding.

Piped water reaches just  
60 percent of the population, and 
the rivers are too polluted for 
domestic use.

So businesses and residents drill 
bore holes for water wells. 

This has literally lowered the 
city’s foundations. Now, some parts 
of Jakarta are sinking by up to  
20 centimetres a year. 

The city, which sits on Indonesia’s 
largest island of Java, is also facing 
rising sea tides, choking pollution 

and unpredictable storms. 
The horrors of Australia and 

Jakarta are caused by the same 
worldwide climate catastrophe—
one caused by the industrial burning 
of coal, gas and oil.

But instead of cutting back on 
fossil fuel production, the Australian 
government has given the green 
light to a huge new coal mine in 
Queensland.

And the Indonesian government 
plans to relocate the capital to 
Borneo—leaving behind millions of 
people in a flooded city. 

It can no longer be “business as 
usual” in a system that is careering 
us toward disaster. 
For more on Indonesia go to 
bit.ly/JakartaSinking

School climate strikers

SCHOOL 
CLIMATE 
STRIKES
Friday 14 February
Friday 13 March
Organise actions in your 
workplace or school
See ukscn.org/events 
for a strike near you

Fighting for 
our future 
Capitalism versus 
the climate

£1

Available from 
Bookmarks 
bookshop 
Email info@ 
bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk
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A history of 
aggression 
towards Iran
THE US always justifies its 
aggression against Iran by 
claiming it is acting in the name 
of “freedom” against a repressive 
regime.

But its history of interference 
in Iran shows it has no interest in 
democracy or what ordinary people 
want.

Documents released by US spy 
agency the CIA reveal how in 1953 
it organised a coup to overthrow an 
elected Iranian government led by 
Mohammad Mossadeq. 

Mossadeq had nationalised 
Iran’s oil industry, and ordinary 
people in Iran were demanding 
more reforms that threatened the 
West’s power.

And the US worried that the 
communist Tudeh party would 
become popular enough to 
overthrow Mossadeq

The US replaced Mossadeq with 
a repressive dictatorship led by the 
Shah of Iran. 

But when masses of ordinary 
people overthrew the Shah in a 
popular revolution in 1979 he was 
replaced by an Islamic regime that 
opposed the US.

The US responded with 
economic sanctions to punish 
ordinary people, and bankrolled 
Iraq in a war with Iran that killed 
300,000 Iranians.

It has been the enemy of Iran—
and ordinary Iranians—ever since. 

US intervention in the Middle 
East can only mean more death, 
destruction and tragedy and we 
must oppose it. 

Protesters won’t back 
Trump’s grab for power
TRUMP AND his secretary of 
state Mike Pompeo claimed 
the assassination of Qassem 
Soleimani would be welcomed by 
the people of Iran and Iraq.

In the hours after the killing, 
Pompeo tweeted a video of what 
he claimed were ordinary Iraqi 
people “dancing in the street for 
freedom”.

There have been mass protests 
against the Iranian government 
in both Iraq and Iran in recent 
months.

Protests against government 
corruption in Iraq have targeted 
Iranian influence. 

And in Iran, protesters have 
demonstrated against poverty 
and fuel prices.

Yet in a region where US 
imperialism has wrecked 
people’s lives for decades, anger 
at Iran doesn’t automatically 
mean support for the West.

The real danger is that US 
intervention could undermine 
the movements, forcing people 
to side with their governments 
against invasion and airstrikes.  

One of the protest organisers 

in Iraq said, “This American 
attack came with the worst 
timing. 

“Iran and its militias were 
already calling us American 
agents to justify their attacks 
on us, and we fear they will use 
the assassination as a pretext to 
destroy our protest.”

Anti-corruption protesters in Iraq

Resist 
Trump’s 
drive to war 
with Iran 
The murder of a top Iranian general 
has brought the US closer to the 
edge of war, writes Nick Clark
US PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
was threatening yet more major 
acts of war in the Middle East 
fol lowing the assassination 
of top Iranian general Qassem 
Soleimani.

Trump threatened that the US 
could attack Iran “very fast and very 
hard” if it retaliated for the murder. 

He said some of the targets the 
US had in its sites—as many as 
52—were “at a very high level and   
important to Iran and Iranian 
culture.”

Trump’s threats came after a US 
air strike on Baghdad airport in Iraq 
killed Soleimani early last Friday.

Escalation 
It was a major escalation of Trump’s 
offensive against Iran in the Middle 
East—and could trigger a round of 
violence that could spiral into a war 
across the region.

Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei warned that a “harsh 
retaliation is waiting” for the US.

Speaking at a demonstration in 
central London against the war, Stop 
the War Coalition convenor Lindsey 
German said, “This was an act of 
war and it will lead to more wars.

“The retaliation that will come 
will not just be in Iraq—it can be 
across the Middle East. We don’t 
know what will happen. But we do 

know there is a very, very serious 
threat of war.” 

The US claimed, without evidence, 
that Soleimani was “Developing 
plans to attack American diplomats 
and service members in Iraq and 
throughout the region.”

In reality the biggest threat to 
peace in the Middle East is Trump. 

Trump wants to use violence 
and threats of war to push back 
Iran’s growing influence, which is a  
challenge to US control of the 
region.

After scrapping an agreement 
between the US and Iran in 2018, 
Trump imposed new economic  

BACK STORY
The assassination of Iranian 
general Qassem Soleimani is the 
latest in the push towards war 
with Iran
lIn 2018 Trump scrapped a 
nuclear deal with Iran and started 
imposing sanctions. 
lLast July, British marines 
invaded an Iranian tanker in 
collaboration with the US
lTrump has deployed an extra 
3,000 troops to the Middle East
lEscalating tensions come at a 
time of protests in Iran 

sanctions that have pushed millions 
of ordinary Iranians into poverty.

And last year he claimed to have 
been minutes away from launching 
airstrikes on Iran.

Other Western governments are 
frightened of being dragged into 
another major war. 

But they also oppose Iran and in 
the end will side with the US.

In a humiliation for the Tories, 
Trump launched the attack without 
informing Britain.

Tory foreign secretary Dominic 
Raab responded by saying “further 
conflict is in none of our interests.” 

But he later said Britain is “on the 

same page” as Trump.
“We are sympathetic to the  

situation they found themselves in,” 
he said.

Some in the Labour Party want to 
tail the Tories’ response. 

Yet Labour shadow chancel-
lor John McDonnell told the 
demonstration, “It’s not enough 
for the government to call for  
de-escalation. 

“It has to come out with an  
outright condemnation of this act of 
violence.”  

He added that Labour would 
“do all that we can in parliament 
but also on the streets and on 

demonstrations” to oppose the drive 
to war. 

One protester in London, Mo, told 
Socialist Worker, “I’m here because 
I’m a big supporter of peace.  

“Soleimani did a lot of bad things. 
But Trump just wants to keep 
America powerful. 

“I don’t think he wants war, but 
who knows what will happen? 
Let’s hope it won’t cost any more  
innocent lives.”

On other pages...
Climate chaos sees Australia in 
flames>>Page 3

PROTESTERS GATHERED at Downing Street last Saturday to protest the war in Iran  Picture: Guy Smallman 

FIGURE IT OUT
 20  thousand US soldiers 

are deployed across 
the Middle East in Iraq, 
Kuwait and Syria with 
one armoured brigade 

  60   US land-based fighter 
bombers are stationed 
in the Middle East, 
over 50 on aircraft 
carriers

 2  US nuclear submarines 
and one aircraft carrier 
are stationed in the 
Middle East 

Soleimani was threat to US
QASSEM SOLEIMANI 
was no ordinary 
general. 

As head of the 
Revolutionary Guards 
Corp—a key branch of 
the Iranian state—he 
was one of the most 
powerful people in 
Iran. 

He was also the 
figurehead of Iran’s 
growing power in the 
region.

Under his 
command, the  

Revolutionary Guards  
Corp intervened in the 
Syrian civil war to help 

dictator Bashar  
al-Assad crush a 
popular uprising.

Alongside allied 
militias, they also 
fought against  
Isis to establish a 
military presence in 
Iraq.

The US didn’t 
kill him because he 
was a brutal military 
leader—but because 
he represented a 
challenge to their own 
power.

Qassem Soleimani 

Iranians gathered to mourn Qassem Soleimani 

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

CAPITALISM CAUSES WAR 
AND CLIMATE CRISES

 W
ILDFIRES, floods and 
the threat of war 
ushered in 2020. 
They show what 
“business as usual” 

under capitalism means—and 
make the task to get rid of the 
system more urgent.

Climate catastrophes 
highlighted by Australia and 
Indonesia and the threat of 
another war in the Middle East 
aren’t unconnected. They flow 
from a system that is driven 
forward by competition between 
capitalist corporations and states. 

Bosses have to maximise profits 
to stay ahead of rivals—or risk 
falling behind and being driven 
out of business.  While even the 
rich can feel the consequences of 
profit-driven horrors, competition 
means capitalists aren’t going to 
make the necessary changes. 

Australia’s conservative prime 
minister Scott Morrison may 
seem outlandish for downplaying 
the links between the country’s 
reliance on coal, carbon emissions 
and the fires. 

But from the point of view of 
Australian capitalism it’s logical, 
because dumping fossil fuels would 
make it fall behind competitors. 
The same logic of competition 

applies to war.  World powers may 
not all want a war in the Middle 
East—but that doesn’t mean one 
isn’t going to happen. 

Competition takes place 
between capitalist states as well 
as corporations. This is a global 
system which socialists call 
imperialism. 

The Middle East has been a 
centre of imperialist rivalry for 
decades because it has one of the 
largest reserves of oil in the world. 
Who controls the region matters 
for the world balance of power. 

Today in the Middle East 
multiple powers are rubbing up 
against one another. A small clash 
between forces could spark a 
bigger conflict. During the First 

World War the revolutionary Rosa 
Luxemburg wrote that capitalist 
society “stands at the crossroads, 
either transition to socialism or 
regression into barbarism”. 

“Until now, we have all probably 
read and repeated these words 
thoughtlessly, without suspecting 
their fearsome seriousness,” she 
said. 

In 2020 we can see the 
fearsome seriousness of where 
capitalism is driving us. 

But there is a force that can 
change the system and stop the 
fall into barbarism. 

The working class is in a unique 
position to take on capitalism 
because it has the power to shut 
down the flow of profits when it 
strikes.  And today there are 600 
million more workers globally than 
at the start of the century.

In many of the recent struggles—
from France to Chile and Algeria—
there has been a strong organised 
working class component. 

We need to bring rebellion 
to the streets, workplaces and 
campuses of Britain. 

And instead of focussing 
on parliament we need a 
revolutionary organisation that 
can argue for a total break with 
the capitalist system.

HURT BY SEXIST SYSTEM
 THE SEXIST treatment carried 

out by the police and justice 
systems toward women 

alleging rape was highlighted in a 
recent horrifying case in Cyprus.

This week a young British 
woman was sentenced to four 
months in prison, suspended for 
three years, after being convicted of 
lying about being gang raped. Her 
appeal is likely to take several years. 

It’s just one example of how 
women are treated like criminals 
rather than victims when they go 
to the police with rape and sexual 

assault allegations.  The specifics of 
the Cyprus case are horrific. The 
woman spent a month in jail after 
retracting her allegations of rape 
by 12 Israeli tourists. 

She said the police subjected 
her to quickfire questioning and 
aggressive behaviour and denied 
her access to a lawyer. 

She also says they coerced a 
retraction of her rape statement 
ten days after the crime was alleged 
to take place.

This kind of treatment isn’t 
unique to Cyprus. In England and 

Wales, rape charges, prosecutions 
and convictions have fallen to their 
lowest levels in more than a decade. 

This drop is despite the number 
of rapes recorded by the police 
more than doubling between 2012 
and 2018.

Police are referring fewer cases 
to the Crown Prosecution Service, 
which is then choosing to charge 
fewer perpetrators. 

Although horrific, the Cyprus 
case isn’t unusual. Such outrages 
are part of a judicial system that 
fails victims every day.  

There is a force 
that can change 
the system and 
stop the fall into 
barbarism

‘‘ 

CAN NON-VIOLENCE  
SAVE THE PLANET?
lMartin Empson on non-violence lJoseph Choonara on the global 
uprisingslEllen Clifford and Mark Dunk on Universal Basic Income

The latest issue of International Socialism journal is out now

£5             To order Phone 020 7840 5640 email isj@swp.org.uk or www.isj.org.uk      
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A world  
in revolt
THE WAVE of global revolt 
against austerity and corrupt 
elites ran through discussions at 
the SWP conference. 

Joseph Choonara, the editor 
of the International Socialism 
journal, led off the discussion 
on the global revolts. He said 
the 2020s would be a “very 
frightening decade” with an 
“inferno engulfing Australia” and 
threat of more war in the Middle 
East. 

But, said Joseph, there is a 
“new global age of revolt and it’s 
not just the far left saying it”.

Delegates heard analysis 
of the Chilean movement, an 
eyewitness account from Hong 
Kong and discussions about how 
to build resistance in Britain. 

Judith from east London told 
the conference that Trump’s 
actions over Iran were “nothing 
short of an act of war”. “We 
cannot overestimate how 
threatening this is—we have 
to get out there and seize the 
moment,” she said. 

Joseph argued it was “not 
enough to just celebrate the 
revolts” and that there was a 
battle of ideas in the movement 
between revolutionary and 
reformist forces. 

He said some socialists wanted 
to give a “new theoretical gloss 
to reformism” and see workers’ 
action as subordinate to electoral 
work. 

He pointed to the warning 
from Bolivia where socialist 
president Evo Morales was 
deposed in a right wing  
coup. 

Morales came from a mass 
movement from below but 
“channelled the energy of the 
movement into the state” and 
demobilised it. 

Joseph argued that 
revolutionary socialists “will 
have to fight with people who 
don’t agree with our politics but 
win arguments in the long term”. 

Climate emergency creates new movements 
THE CLIMATE Emergency 
was a major theme at the 
SWP conference.  

Lewis Nielsen is a member 
of the Campaign against 
Climate Change steering 
group and the SWP central 
committee. 

He described the period 
as one of “big initiatives 
and big politics” led by 
“overwhelmingly young, 
overwhelmingly radical” 
activists. 

Lewis said, “The world is 
on fire and we’ve seen the 
birth of a new revolutionary 
movement against it. There’s 
a newfound radicalism that 
is at the heart of the climate 
movement”. 

Izzy, a school climate 
striker from Bristol, said, 
“Young people always 
wanted to do something 
about climate 
change and the 
school strikes 
have been a 
chance to get our 
voices across.”

She said Greta 
Thunberg had 
“inspired so many 
young people not 
just to strike but 
think about wider 
politics”. 

“I discovered 
socialism 
through it,” 
she said.

Victor from central 
London said, “I met the SWP 
through Extinction Rebellion. 
Revolutionary socialism can 
seem very distant.

“We must 
try to show 
that it’s not 
distant and 
somethings 
that is 
achievable.”

Lewis 
blasted the 

“technological 
solutions” to 
ecological 
catastrophe 

offered by bodies 
such as Cop26. 

He said frustration 

at the lack of action over 
the planetary chaos is a 
key factor driving the new 
climate uprising. 

He called on everyone 
to see the “question of 
mobilisations and movement 
from below as a crucial one”. 

Julie from York described 
how local SWP members 
had been part of Extinction 
Rebellion since the 
beginning. “In a week it’s 
not unusual to have two 
meetings, plus a training and 
an action,” she said.

Delegates discussed how 
they tried to build walkouts 
and workers’ action on the 
global climate strike on  
20 September last year.

Revolutionaries 
debated the 
political situation 
and how to shape 
it at the 2020 
Socialist Workers 
Party conference

  THE SOCIALIST Workers 
Party’s (SWP) annual 
conference last weekend 
was shaped by debates 

over where next for the left after 
Boris Johnson’s victory. 

SWP joint national secretary 
Charlie Kimber led off a discussion 
on politics in Britain after the gen-
eral election.

He described the election last year 
as a “watershed in two aspects”. 

The first was that the Tory victory 
would be a “disaster for ordinary 
people” and that their majority in 
parliament will “unleash the Tories 
and change the political atmosphere 
of the last few years”. 

The second was that Labour’s 
defeat “brings to an end four years 
of expectation that problems in soci-
ety will be solved by the election of a 
Jeremy Corbyn government”. 

Support
Charlie also said the election showed 
the SWP had been “right not to col-
lapse into uncritical support for 
Labour or to join the Labour Party”. 
And he said the SWP was also right 
to campaign for a left wing Brexit 
ahead of the 2016 referendum on 
Britain’s European Union (EU) 
membership.

He said that the central message 
of the Brexit vote was a “howl of 
rage against the establishment” and 
that promising a second referendum 
had “alienated Labour from very 
large numbers of people”.

Many delegates pointed out that 
voters in places that voted to leave 
the EU felt abandoned by Labour. 

Jim from Doncaster said, “People 
are already looking at Labour lead-
ership candidates and saying that 
they’re not listening.”

In response to a question on who 
the SWP endorses as the next leader 
of the Labour Party, Charlie said that 
is “not the focus of our activity”. 

He said the focus for the SWP is to 
build resistance, working in united 
fronts around issues such as racism 
and climate change, and seeking to 
build strikes and resistance to the 
governemnt’s assaults and council 
cuts.

Fran from south London said, 
“It’s our immediate task to argue 
for a return to serious workplace 
organisation.

“I think we should be confident in 
our politics.”

Other delegates argued that there 

should be a push to set up more sales 
of Socialist Worker at workplaces.

Sarah, a PCS union member 
from Manchester, said trade 
unionists had to take up 
political issues to build 
workplace organisation. 

She said, “We did a suc-
cessful fundraising buffet 
for Stand Up To Racism and 
Care4Calais, which gave us 
the sense that we could do 
something. 

“We have to raise differ-
ent issues and continue to 
organise union meetings, even in 
places where bosses are hostile to 
us.”

Tom from east London argued 
that members have to push for 

action on climate change in 
every workplace. 

Delegates discussed 
the implication of the 

general  e lect ion in 
Scotland, where the  
Scottish National Party 

(SNP) won the large major-
ity of seats. 
First  minister Nicola 

Sturgeon backs a second inde-
pendence referendum, but has 
also ruled out militant action 

outside parliament if the Tories 
refuse to grant one.

But Charlotte from Glasgow 
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Students and young workers 
PADDY Nielsen from 
the SWP central 
committee led a 
session on students 
and young workers. 

He noted that 
young people 
had been “at the 
forefront” of mass 
protest movements 
across the world and 
“the big ideological 
battles of what the 
future is going to be 
like.”

Paddy said 
the party would 
develop its efforts 
to introduce the 
young people 
around the party 

to revolutionary 
politics. 

This means 
building on the 
successes of 
Socialism 101 events 
hosted by the SWP, 
and hosting new 
events across the 
country. Naima from 
south London said, 
“At Socialism 101 
we had a Sudanese 
comrade speaking 
about the revolution 
there. 

“We have all of 
these people around 
the world and we 
need to utilise them 
to galvanise young 

members.” 
An amendment 

to the perspective 
document 
emphasised the 
importance of 
recruiting and 
organising young 
workers. 

Students talked 
about their activities 
as part of Socialist 
Worker Student 
Society (SWSS). 
Iwan from City 
University in north 
London said they 
had “managed 
to build the first 
SWSS on campus 
for many years”.

Votes and elections
Each session saw a number of members prepare 
a commission to reflect the discussion. These 
were open to amendments and voted on.

For instance a proposed amendment to the 
perspective from comrades from Coventry 
wanted more emphasis on recruiting union 
activists, especially in the private sector. It fell.

The central committee responded that 
seeing the working class as central doesn’t 
mean that the workplace is the only area 
of activity for working class people.

Delegates elected a central committee 
(CC) which leads the organisation on a daily 
basis. The CC is Alex Callinicos, Amy Leather, 
Brian R, Camilla Royle, Charlie Kimber, 
Hector Puente Sierra, Joseph Choonara, Julie 
Sherry, Lewis Nielsen, Mark Thomas, Michael 
Bradley, Paddy Nielsen, Sally Campbell, 
Sue Caldwell and Weyman Bennett.

Conference elected a national committee 
of 50 members to guide the party’s work.

DEBATING 
WHERE  
NEXT   
FOR THE  
LEFT
THE CLIMATE change movement exploded in 2019                                                                          Pictures: Guy smallman 

Conference confirms 
backing for Trans rights 
ONE session saw a debate about 
the roots of trans oppression and 
how to fight against it. 

Sally Campbell, editor of 
Socialist Review, argued there 
had been a “moral panic over 
trans lives” in the wake of the 
Gender Recognition Act (GRA). 

She said it came “not just the 
media but parts of the left and 
some feminists” and had forced 
the “government to shelve the 
results of the consultation”. The 
consultation was about bringing 
in self-identification. 

It has caused debates, with 
some socialists and feminists 
arguing that self-identification 
would put women’s rights at 
risks. 

Sally said, “The starting point 
is we stand in solidarity with 
trans people. Being inclusive 
doesn’t erase anyone and 
we are right to support self-
identification in the GRA.”

She argued against feminists 
who see “biology as the roots of 
women’s oppression”. 

Featured
The discussion featured differing 
perspectives on how to approach 
people we disagree with over 
trans rights and gender 
identification.

One delegate, Moyra, 
suggested that “socialists should 
adopt a broadly gender critical 
approach as the best way to 
support both trans’ rights 
and women’s rights.

“We should 
acknowledge that some 
people have a sense of 
gender identity which is 
deeply felt,” she said. “And 
also that other people 
feel just as strongly that 
they don’t have an innate 
sense of gender identity.”

Moyra said the SWP 
should oppose tactics 
such as no-platforming 
“gender-critical voices” and 
using the term “Terf”.

She said belligerence around 

the debate was unhelpful in 
“trying to understand the 
complexities of the arguments 
around biology and gender”.

She said, “There is an 
objective basis to build a unity of 
the oppressed between women 
and trans people because both 
groups are oppressed by the 
ideology of gender stereotypes.”

Another delegate, Kate, said 
groups such as Women’s Place 
UK (WPUK) were “giving a left 
face to transphobia.”

She said that the group had 
spread “misinformation about 
the Gender Recognition Act” and 
that it only offered “criticism of 
trans people,” not criticism of 
gender. 

She also said it was right to 
join protests outside of WPUK 
meetings.

Sally argued against going 
to the protests. “Going along to 
WPUK is not where we should be 
putting our energy,” she said. 

A commission laying out 
the SWP’s support for trans 
rights and backing the right to 
self-declare gender said “neither 
should we organise or encourage 
participation in protests outside 

Women’s Place UK meetings.”
Laura Miles said there’s 

a difference between 
people raising 

legitimate questions 
about trans rights and 

“where people retail what are 
clearly transphobic positions”.

How to build the fight       against racism            
THE TORIES have made clear 
that they will ramp up racism 
after their election victory. 

Weyman Bennett from the 
SWP central committee said, 
“We now have one of the most 
right wing cabinets ever.

“They will seek to ram through 
attacks, such as new immigration 
laws that will target workers 
from the European Union.

“They also want new laws 
that target black and Asian 
communities and open the door 
to greater police harassment.

“Stand Up To Racism (SUTR), 
together with Love Music, Hate 
Racism, combines the SWP with 
many other forces, including the 
Labour and trade union movements.

 “We need to continue building 
SUTR and the demonstrations in 
Glasgow and London on Saturday 
21 March are going to be crucial. 

Other delegates discussed their 
activities within SUTR, underlining 
the necessity of the organisation, 
and how they were planning to 
build the march on 21 March.  

Esme from north London 
argued that the SWP had to 
sharpen up on arguments around 
racism and the Leave vote.  

She said, “Racism exists in 
our cities, not just in the north of 
England. We have to have a strategy 
by which we need to drive out and 
isolate the far right elements. 

“We must also raise anti-racist 
arguments in all areas of our work.”

argued hope lies with a growing 
mass movement. Alongside build-
ing resistance in the streets and 
workplaces, there were discussions 
about the need for revolutionary 
organisation. 

Amy Leather, SWP joint national 
secretary, reflected on the current 
period of “demoralisation and inter-
nalised debate in Labour.” 

She said the “shattering” of 
Corbynism showed the “limits of 
parliament, limits of reformism and 
the need for independent revolution-
ary organisation.”

Amy said the battle was on to 
“fight for an interpretation of the 
election result” and called on people 

to “be alive to the struggles that can 
break out. We can pose a bold social-
ist alternative, every branch has to 
think about how they’re going to 
seize this movement to grow revo-
lutionary organisation,” she said.

“The things we do now to build 
stronger revolutionary movement 
now will strengthen all battles in 
the future.” 

Martin from Swansea said people 
saw SWP meetings in the city as “the 
place to go” to debate politics. 

“The chair of the Labour Party in 
Swansea has put that out publicly, 
saying if you want a good discus-
sion go to the Swansea meeting,” 
he said.

Martin said meetings had to take 
up arguments that were taking place 
inside movements. “Things changed 
for our branch about four years ago 
when we decided not just to make 
a commentary on events,” he said. 

Ken from Waltham Forest said 
SWP members had to think about 
how to make meetings welcom-
ing for people not used to going to  
political meetings. 

“We should be learning how dif-
ferent people structure meetings,” 
he said. 

“People won’t stay unless they 
understand the arguments and we 
need people to develop theory and 
draw others in.”

Voting at conference

Trans Pride last year

School striker
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Leadership 
race will 
pull Labour 
to the right 
Key battles to defeat Boris Johnson’s 
Tory government lie outside the 
Labour Party, writes Nick Clark

THE COMING election to replace 
Jeremy Corbyn as Labour Party 
leader will set the stage to drag 
the party to the right.

The basis for the whole debate 
is an acceptance that Labour lost 
because voters in what were con-
sidered its traditional heartlands 
are mostly right wing.

Every candidate in some way or 
other looks set to adapt to right wing 
ideas—or adopt them wholesale.

The right’s favourite candidate is 
Jess Phillips.

She made a name for herself 
as an “outspoken” Labour MP for 
attacking Corbyn’s leadership at 
every turn. This included bragging 
that she once told Corbyn’s ally 
Diane Abbott to “fuck off”—though 
Abbott claims Phillips made this up.

Truth
Phillips says her leadership bid is 
all about “speaking truth” in “a lan-
guage that demonstrates we see the 
world as ordinary people do and we 
share their anger at the things they 
see that are wrong”. She hasn’t said 
what this actually means.

For some of her supporters, this 
is little more than a belief that ordi-
nary people will be taken in by her  
regional accent. It almost certainly 
means right wing policies on racism, 
police and strikes.

In 2015 Phillips said terror sus-
pects should be shot in the head 
“ten times”. She also once boasted 
on Twitter that she called the police 
on travellers who had arrived in her 
constituency.

And she condemned Birmingham 
teachers for striking in defence 
of  their  sacked union rep  
Simon O’Hara in 2016.

In a similar vein, Wigan MP Lisa 
Nandy wants to lead Labour with 
a focus on towns and local issues.

T h i s  a p p a r e n t l y  m e a n s  
dropping some of Labour’s more 
ambitious policies such as free 
broadband, which she counterposes 
with issues such as poor local bus  
services. Localism is also often the 
basis for anti-migrant policies. 

Nandy once wrote that she wants 

“communities” to make decisions on 
where migrants are housed.

Shadow international develop-
ment secretary Emily Thornberry 
promises to lead an assault on the 
left if elected. 

She said Labour members 
accused of antisemitism—which 
could mean calling Israel a racist or 
apartheid state—should be expelled 
immediately.

S o m e  o f  t h e  l e f t  b a c k  
Clive Lewis—or even Keir Starmer—
for leadership. Both are champions 
of the European Union and cam-
paigned for Labour to oppose Brexit.

Given that Labour lost the elec-
tion because it was seen to oppose 
Brexit, their leadership would be a 
disaster.

The left’s candidate is Rebecca 
Long-Bailey. She announced her 
candidacy on Monday, promising 
to be “a leader that can be trusted 
with our  socialist agenda.” 

Yet even Long Bailey looks set to 
make concessions to the right with 
plans for a “progressive patriotism”. 
She backed the expulsion of Chris 
Williamson from Labour.

And she also looks likely to 
repeat the mistakes of the Labour 
left, arguing the party’s failure in 
the election was down to “lack of a 
coherent narrative.”

None of the candidates offer 
a bright future for the left in the 
Labour Party.

BACK STORY
Labour MPs have announced 
their bids to be the next leader
lJess Philips is the right’s 
favourite candidate and will push 
through racist policies
lLisa Nandy wants to adopt 
localism, which could mean an 
anti-migrant policy
lEmily Thornberry promised an 
assault on left wingers who stand 
up for Palestine 
lKeir Starmer and Clive Lewis 
both championed the EU, which 
was a disaster for Labour

SIR KEIR Starmer (left) tries to play up left credentials while Jess Phillips looks right  

Labour activists must look beyond 
the doorstep to achieve real change  
AFTER LABOUR’S defeat in the 
general election last year, many 
of the activists who flocked to 
campaign for its left wing vision 
are looking at what to do next.

For many, the obvious answer 
is to dust themselves off and dig in 
for the long game.

This means campaigning for 
a left wing candidate to replace 
Jeremy Corbyn as leader, and 
continue fighting for control 
against the right inside the party.

It also means canvassing and 
leafleting for Labour’s candidates 
in the coming local council 
elections set to be held on 7 May in 
England.

Committed 
Yet the lesson of the 2019 general 
election is that committed and 
well-organised canvassing on its 
own is no guarantee of success.

During the election campaign 
the left focussed on mobilising 
canvassers to key seats, and 
presenting left wing policies in a 
polished and professional manner.

But this wasn’t enough to 
believe in the transformation that 
a Corbyn government promised.

One crucial reason for this 
is that for years there has been 

little in the way of resistance to 
Tory austerity. There have been 
very few strikes or even mass 
demonstrations.

Labour’s focus on parliament as 
the most important way to change 
society turns its focus towards 
electioneering and away from 
building vital struggle.

Even worse, it allows union 
leaders to delay or hold off from 
organising strikes in the hope 
that a Labour government is just 
around the corner.

In the coming local elections, 
canvassing for Labour will be even 
harder. Campaigners will have 
to tell people who’ve suffered 
under austerity implemented by 
Labour councils to vote for Labour 
candidates.

The best way activists can fight 
the Tories now is by looking for 
opportunities to resist austerity 
through strikes and protests at 
every council—whoever runs 
them. And to do that we must look 
outside the Labour party.

A mass canvas before the election 

P
ic

t
u

r
e
: G

u
y
 S

m
a

ll
m

a
n

8 NEWSSocialist Worker  8 January 2020



LETTERS Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

9
Socialist Worker 8 January 2020

Where next 
for fightback?
ANYONE WHO is or who 
works with people who 
are disabled, mentally 
unwell, homeless, poor, 
is an immigrant, LGBTQ+ 
or a single parent is 
going to suffer under 
another five years of 
Tory austerity.

Let’s stand together. 
We can’t allow this result 
to defeat us.

Cherry Belle
On Facebook

nIT WAS a democratic 
vote, we lost. We should 
only be protesting when 
they don’t do what they 
say.

This makes us look 
like sore losers

Sarah Hay
On Facebook

nTHE CAMPAIGN was 
full of lies. We are hardly 
a democracy.

The government needs 
to know that there will 
be resistance to every 
act of harm.

Allan SJ McLeod
On Facebook

nIF LABOUR had won 
I think the attacks on 
Labour and Jeremy 
Corbyn would have 
grown.

Media, senior civil 
servants, the governor 
of the Bank of England 
would all be explaining 
that Labour policies are 
impossible and someone 
would be organising a 
run against the pound. 

So I’m happy 
protesting this 
government. And 
Scotland is a country 
that hasn’t voted Tory.

Tim Parkin
On Facebook

nIT IS time for a change. 
Corbyn represents 
Labour’s past.

Diane Abbott surely 
represents Labour’s 
future. She represents an 
opportunity for history 
to be made with the 
first female black prime 
minister.

David Cook
On Facebook

nCORBYNISM HAS led 
to disaster because too 
many good activists were 
pulled away from direct 
action, which builds the 
working class movement, 
towards electoralism.

That is a house of 
cards without a mass 
movement to provide a 
solid foundation.

I’m not pointing 
fingers at the SWP 
by saying this. But at 
times the SWP, despite 
knowing this, bites its 
tongue far too much.

Jason Pike
On Facebook

Don’t believe the myth that 
trans rights threaten women 
SOCIALISTS SHOULD campaign 
for reform of the Gender 
Recognition Act (GRA) to allow 
individuals to self-identify their 
own gender. 

Along with conservatives, some 
self-avowed feminists and 
socialists have caricatured this 
proposal. 

They warn that men would 
simply announce, “I am a woman,” 
and gain immediate access to 
single-sex spaces. 

It’s a transphobic trope that 
trans women are men in drag with 
criminal intent.

The 2010 Equality Act protects 
trans people. However, changing 
your birth certificate is a 
longwinded, medicalised process.

Trans people already face great 

oppression. Some two in five 
experienced a hate crime in the 
last year, according to Stonewall.

Proposed self-identification 
would make life easier. 

But it would still mean affirming 
you have lived as your gender for 
several years and intend to do so 
until death.

It would involve registrars who 
are specially trained to spot 
fraudulent applications.

The myth that GRA reform is a 
threat to women has been 
sponsored maliciously by 
conservative-backed groups. 

They want to roll back LGBTQ+ 
rights and are using our trans 
siblings as a battering ram.

It’s reminiscent of the 1980s 
when right wing Christian groups 

accused lesbians and gays of being 
predatory and a threat to children.

This was done to discredit left 
wing councils trying to fight 
discrimination. 

Sadly, some who want to fight 
oppression have been scared into 
believing the lies.

We have to engage with those 
who genuinely want to do the 
right thing, but expose without 
mercy the forces of reaction.

One trans woman was granted 
asylum in New Zealand last year, 
due to transphobia in Britain.

Many other trans people are 
considering leaving the country 
because of this hostile 
environment. It’s got to stop.

Dean Harris and Nicola Field
East London and South London

US system 
is risking 
our health
THE US medical system is a 
money-making machine for 
corporations and the 
pharmaceutical industry. 

Don’t let your NHS be 
privatised.

I am a 69 year old 
Peruvian-born retired 
journalist living in New 
York City. 

I thought I was safe with 
Medicare, which is funded 
by workers and companies 
through social security for 
your retirement age.

But I was in shock when 
I had to pay $134 monthly 
for only 80 percent 
coverage. 

It doesn’t cover dental, 
glasses, ear care services or 
prescriptions.

This is a brutal reality 
when dental cleaning costs 
$150, an eyeglass 
prescription $40 and 
one-month thyroid 
medication $120.

Buying the 20 percent 
extra at market rate means 
I pay $198.25 a month with 
United Healthcare, plus $20 
for prescription insurance. 

It all adds up to a 
monthly cost of $352.25.

Let’s say you opt out of 
the 20 percent extra 
insurance coverage. 

In case of an accident, 
the hospital bills are so 
high you would be forever 
in debt.

My partner Mike, also 
69, has similar basic 
expenses except he refuses 
to pay that 20 percent 
coverage even with 
heart-related issues. 

He currently lives with 
an expired defibrillator that 
cost his insurance company 
$500,000 in 2006. He says 
he doesn’t want to get in 
more debt.

Welcome to America!
Carmen V Hulbert

New York City

 Unions must fight for nursery schools
THE CLOSURE of a chain of 
nursery schools in Great 
Yarmouth last year left 
children and families 
locked out with no alterna-
tive childcare. It sent shock 
waves through the early 
years sector.

Government policy on 
provision for under-fives is 
to let the market deliver 
with minimum state 
funding. Great Yarmouth 
shows that even big chain 
providers are failing to 
provide this service. 

Tory changes to funding 
has left the 392 state 

maintained nursery schools 
facing the prospect of 
losing a third of their 
budgets. In effect it makes 
them unsustainable.

In my view we need a 
strategy of national strikes 

of union members in these 
settings. It would be even 
better if this were part of 
action across all sectors of 
education.

If we don’t start to 
agitate for this, councils 
will hand our schools to 
private providers or school 
federations—or close them. 

I think there will be 
many like myself who will 
not be prepared to let this 
happen. Our union leaders 
need to step up.  

Paula Champion
NEU rep and early years nursery 

school teacher, Cambridge

University strikers can 
rely on student support 
THE SENSE of solidarity 
between university staff 
and students during strikes 
last year was heartening. 

Students took action to 
support strikers through 
occupations, teachouts and 
direct actions. 

In the lead up to the 
eight days of strikes, 
university bosses had 
portrayed students as 
disadvantaged by industrial 
action. 

But large numbers of 
students saw through this 

attempt to pit students 
against workers—and 
instead directed their anger 
at management. 

After all, issues such as 
casualisation, increased 
workloads and unequal pay 
all undermine the ability of 
staff to support students. 

Students played an 
important part on the picket 
lines and we won’t hesitate 
to show our solidarity with 
staff again in the future.

Nix Herriot
Edinburgh

Just a 
thought...

Fighting the cuts
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 OPIOIDS 
A CRISIS
 PRESCRIBED
 BY PROFITS
The US is in the grip of a huge health epidemic so 
big that it is killing more than 130 people a day. But 
don’t look to the big drugs companies to help out, 
says Gabby Thorpe, they are the ones that started the 
crisis in the first place

T
ENS OF thousands of 
people die of opioid  
misuse every year in the 
US. They’re the victims 
of a crisis caused by big 
pharma companies and 

private healthcare firms that exploit 
their pain, poverty and addiction 
for profit.

Some ten million people misused 
prescription opioids—including 
two  million first time misusers—in 
the US in 2018. More than 130 of 
them die every day.

In fact there have been so many 
opioid-related deaths that US life 
expectancy has entered a sustained 
decline for the first time since the 
final years of the First World War.

Overdoses in one county of Ohio 
got so bad in 2017 that a mobile 
morgue was brought in to cope with 
the number of bodies. 

That year more people died of 
opioid overdose in the US than from 
Aids related illnesses at the height of 
the epidemic. Opioids can be helpful 
when used appropriately. They can 
help people in severe pain.

But the US crisis shows them being 
used to dull the effects of social 
devastation—and the victims are 
 overwhelmingly working class.

For some addiction is driven by the 
pain caused by backbreaking physi-
cal labour. They take opioids to help 
them keep working, then become 
addicted. 

A recent report in the state of 
Massachusetts found that construc-
tion workers there are six times more 
likely to suffer an opioid-related death 
than workers in all other occupations.

In other places it’s driven not by 
too much work, but by too little. The 

opioid crisis is at its worst in states 
where industry has been smashed. 
Here, opioid addiction is linked to 
what in the US have been called 
“deaths of despair”—suicide, alcohol 
and drug-related deaths. 

It’s not just physical pain that leads 
people to take opioids, but all the 
emotional pain and stress that comes 
with being poor in the richest country 
in the world.

This is the despair that big US drug 
firms have cashed in on. Companies 
such as Purdue Pharmaceuticals—the 
producers of Oxycontin. In the 1990s 
they pushed claims that drugs such 
as Oxycontin were both effective and 
 non-addictive. 

None of these claims were true. 

Tolerance
The reality is that Oxycontin is not 
suitable for treatment of chronic pain. 
And it’s so addictive that the US’s 
Drug Enforcement Agency refers to 
it as “heroin in a pill.” Long term use 
causes patients to build up a tolerance. 
Dosage has to be dangerously high in 
order for patients to feel any benefits. 

Purdue Pharmaceuticals knew 
its drug was highly addictive—as it 
admitted in a 2007 court case. 

Nevertheless it ploughed large 
amounts of money into “pain 
 management training” for medical 
professionals that promoted opioid 
prescription. It managed this through 
the American Pain Society (APS)—an 
organisation it funded.

Doctors were advised to question 
patients about levels of pain. Many 
adopted a smiley face system to 
describe pain levels—where a neutral 
looking face means pain was “very 
distressing”.

Those deemed to be in pain 
through patient self-evaluation would 
be referred to a pain consultation. 
Often they would walk out with an 
opioid prescription.

T h e  A P S  u s e d  c u s t o m e r 
 satisfaction surveys to monitor the 
amount of drugs being prescribed. 
Hospital managers who signed up 
to APS recommendations disciplined 
doctors if prescriptions weren’t 
offered quickly.

By the mid-2000s Oxycontin was 
being prescribed en masse. The 
owners of Purdue Pharmaceuticals, 
the Sackler family, have made 
£9 billion from the sale of Oxycontin 
since its development.

It’s not just big pharma companies 
that have cashed in—insurance firms 
and major retail chains did too.

Chronic
Insurance companies wanted doctors 
to cut down on the time they spent 
with their patients—leading to a 
significant increase in the prescription 
of painkillers as a first-stop solution 
to chronic pain. 

Counties all over the US took 
major pharmacy chain Walgreens 
and Walmart to court in July of this 
year. Chains were ordering suspi-
ciously large amounts of oxycodone. 
In one case in Port Richey, Florida, a 
Walgreens store was ordering 3,271 
bottles of  oxycodone a month in 
2011. The population there is 2,831. 

And lawyers for the plaintiffs 
claimed that Ireland-based drugs 
manufacturer Mallinckrodt sold some 
53 million orders to drugstore chains. 

The first trial started in October 
and is set to see the chains pay out 
billions in compensation.

Meanwhile, for those who fall into 
addiction, there are very few free or 
affordable treatments to help them 
get out.

There are free and “low-income” 
rehab centres across the US. But they 
are few and far between. Many medi-
cal insurance companies don’t cover 
addiction, and others will only pay 
for 10-30 day programmes. 

For a lot of people affected by the 
opioid crisis, recovery is something 
they just can’t afford. 

Simply restricting prescriptions 
and distribution has in the past led 
people to turn to the black market. 

And people are entitled to expect 
treatment for pain caused by a 
lifetime of work.

The beginning of a solution would 
be to introduce universal healthcare 
that treats addiction as a medical 
condition.

But a real solution also means 
tackling the causes of pain—physical 
and emotional—that lead people to 
rely on opioids in the first place.

Those are solutions that the 
powerful alliance of big pharma 
business, for-profit healthcare—and 
the US governments that support 
them—will do anything to block.

THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC IN NUMBERS

10.3 million
people in the US misused prescription 
opioids in 2018

2 million
people had an opioid use disorder in 2018

130+
people died every day from opioid-related drug 
overdoses in 2018

47,600
people have died from overdosing on opioids 

81,000
people have died from overdosing on opioids

2 million
people misused prescription opioids for the 
first time in 2018

NHS
US drugs firms are 
after our health service
US DRUG companies have long 
eyed up the NHS as a source of 
profit.

Backed by the US, they want to 
stop the NHS from buying cheap 
medication from generic drug 
companies.

The system of patents in the 
US means that drug prices are on 
average 250 percent higher than 
in Britain. 

An extension of the patent 
system to Britain would see drug 
prices soar. And patients who 
need the medicines most would 
be unable to access them.

Pharma aggravating India
FOR A vision of 
society where big 
pharma gets its way, 
look at India. 

Previously the 
country had rigorous 
laws restricting the 
use of painkillers.

That was 
until decades of 
lobbying by medical 
professionals led 
to the relaxation of 
legislature on opioid 
painkillers. 

The new laws 
meant that people 
in pain could finally 
find relief. But it also 
left a healthcare 
system vulnerable to 
exploitation. 

Like Oxycontin in 
the US, Tramadol has 

led to the beginnings 
of an addiction 
epidemic. 

It was easily 
available, and a 
lack of serious 
checks meant that 
anyone could file a 
prescription for it. 

Standard
After reports of 
misuse soared in 
2018, the Indian 
government cracked 
down on Tramadol 
misuse. 

Shortly following 
the new restrictions, 
a paper was 
published claiming 
that a crackdown 
would lower 
the standard of 

healthcare in India. 
The paper was 

funded by a number 
of international drug 
companies—including 
US companies 
Pfizer, Johnson 
and Johnson, and 
Mundipharma. 

Mundipharma 
is owned by the 
Sackler family—
which fuelled and 
profited from the 
opioid crisis in the 
US.

US drug companies 
didn’t create the 
flourishing Tramadol 
crisis in India.

But they are 
more than happy to 
aggravate it in the 
name of profit.

Kentucky given enough pills 
for everyone to down 63 a year
BETWEEN 2006 and 2012 drug 
companies poured 76 billion 
oxycodone and hydrocodone pain 
pills into US neighborhoods.

Just six companies distributed 
75 percent of the pills during this 
period—including retail giant 
Walmart. 

Three companies manufactured 
88 percent of the opioids. 

The figures come from US Drug 
Enforcement Administration, 
analysed in The Washington Post 
newspaper.

Together the companies 
distributed enough pills to supply 
every adult and child in the 
country with 36 pills each per 
year.

However, the distribution of the 
pills was not uniform from state 
to state or from city to city. 

The state of Kentucky, for 
example, was flooded with 
enough pills to give every person 
63 pills each per year, South 
Carolina 58, and Tennessee 58.

West Virginia, the state with the 
highest opioid death rate during 
this period, received enough pills 
to give every person 67 pills each 
year.

A child in West Virginia has 
a greater chance of dying from 
opioids than of becoming a doctor.  
Many children enter school gates 
as “drug babies”—either having 
become addicted in the womb or 
as victims of parental overdoses. 

One small town, Williamson, 
with a population of just 3,000, 
shipped in more than 20 million 
opioid pills, mostly oxycodone 
and hydrocodone, in a seven-year 
period.

Flooding
These are areas of shattering 
poverty for many people—and 
where the desperation led some to 
vote for Trump.

Since 2012 overall opioid 
deaths in the US have 
skyrocketed. The flooding of 
markets with prescription drugs, 
especially in economically 
depressed areas, then spawned 
increased heroin use as people 
looked for stronger drugs. 

It ultimately, along with a 
number of other factors, led to the 
current fentanyl crisis that added 
more than 67,000 to the death toll 
from 2013 to 2017.

Oxycontin firm now bankrupt
DRUG company Purdue 
Pharmaceuticals, the 
producer of Oxycontin, 
filed for “Chapter 11” 
bankruptcy protection 
in September last year. 

It is a process that 
firms use to fend off 
creditors trying to 
enforce debts.

It was part of an 
effort to settle court 
cases with dozens of 
US states and other 
authorities who say the 
company deliberately 
fueled the opioid crisis 
while making massive 
profits.

Under terms of the 
settlement, Purdue 
would admit to no 
guilt for the epidemic 
and its owners would 

protect their personal 
wealth.

Negotiations 
continue about the 
process. 

Most recently it 
has tried to insist that 
massive bonuses must 
still be paid to its top 
executives.

Purdue paid chief 
executive Craig 
Landau about  
£7 million in the  
12 months before it 
filed for bankruptcy.

Now—despite all the 
revelations—it wanted 
to give him another £1 
million.

Purdue paid Craig 
Landau (below) 
£7 million in 2017

PROTESTING AT drugs firms at the Arthur M. Sackler museum last year
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

SOCIALISTS AND BUILDING 
THE RESISTANCE IN 2020
BIRMINGHAM
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm, 
The Church at Carrs Lane,
Carrs Ln,
B4 7SX

BLACK COUNTRY
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Light House,
Suite 16, Chubb Bldg,
Fryer St,
WV1 1HT

BOLTON
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St,
BL1 1DY

BRADFORD
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm, 
Bread + Roses,
14 N Parade,
BD1 3HT

BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting 
House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF

BRISTOL
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 
River Lane Centre,
River Lane,
CB5 8HP

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

COLCHESTER
Thu 30 Jan, 8pm, 
Oyster Room, Hythe 
Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
CO1 2FG

COVENTRY
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Golden Cross,
8 Hay Ln, 
CV1 5RF

DERBY
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd, 
DE22 3BL

DUNDEE
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action,
10 Constitution Rd,
DD1 1LL

EDINBURGH
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL

EXETER
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm, 
The Exeter Peace Shop,
31 New Bridge St,EX4 3AH

GLASGOW
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 8 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade 
(near both train and 
bus stations),
HD1 5JP

HULL
Thu 23 Jan, 7pm, 
Cafe licious,
104 Cottingham Rd,
HU6 7RZ

KENT
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
Chatham,
ME4 4BP

LANCASTER AND 
MORECAMBE
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Ln, LA1 1TX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq,LS3 1AD

LIVERPOOL
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,L1 3BT

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),E5 0PU

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd),N15 3QH

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd 
(near Effra Rd, facing 
Windrush Sq),
Brixton,SW2 1EP

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,SE8 4RH

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Forum,
10 Shacklewell St,
E2 7EG

LONDON: WALTHAM 
FOREST
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ

LONDON: WEST & 
NORTH WEST
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community 
Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ

LUTON & ST ALBANS
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Stockwood Hotel,
41-43 Stockwood Crescent,
LU1 3SS

MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS

NEWCASTLE
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

NORWICH
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

NOTTINGHAM
Wed 8 Jan, 7pm, 
International 
Community Centre,
61b Mansfield Rd,
NG1 3FN

OXFORD
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH

PLYMOUTH
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,PO5 4EZ

SCARBOROUGH
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ

SHEFFIELD AND 
SOUTH YORKSHIRE
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reform Church,
60 Norfolk St,
S1 2JB

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY

SWANSEA
Thu 9 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

WIGAN
Thu 9 Jan, 7pm, 
The Anvil,
Dorning St,
WN1 1HE

YORK
Wed 8 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

ANTI-RACISTS CALL for a demonstration on 21 March  Picture: Guy Smallman

CONTACT 
THE SWP
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enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,
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THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
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enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and 
get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories that 
matter: socialistworker.co.uk

Download Whatsapp to your 
phone
Save 07377 632 826 as 
Socialist Worker WhatsApp
Send ‘start’ to the number 
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Heavy on cliches, 1917 war 
film is no one-shot wonder
Sam Mendes’s latest effort is impressive but it relies too much on its unique 
cinematographic approach rather than original storytelling, argues Nick Clark
NEW FILM 1917 relies on one big 
selling point. The whole thing is 
filmed to look as if was done in one 
 continuous tracking shot.

It’s a technique that’s totally suited 
to the story—particularly the first 
half. 

Two young First World War 
 soldiers are sent across no man’s land 
and eerily-deserted German territory 
to stop an attack before it goes ahead. 

The camera fol lows Lance 
Corporals Schofield and Blake the 
entire way. They’re never out of shot 
for long. Neither are the signs of 
death and destruction.

The mission becomes the pretext 
for a tour of the front. Green fields 
quickly blend into squalid trenches. 
Hellish battlefields abruptly give way 
once more to open space punctuated 
by ruined farms and villages.

It’s in the trenches and on no man’s 
land that the single-shot effect comes 
into its own.

We’re engulfed by the suffocat-
ing claustrophobia and stress of 
the trenches, growing rapidly more 
intense as the pair make their way to 
the front line.

And we’re as close as they are to 
the rotting carcasses that seem to pile 
up everywhere they go.

Showing that horror is necessary 
rather than gratuitous. But it works 
less and less as the film goes on.

They’re subjected to an improbable 
array of dangerous situations, which 
is fine for as long as they’re in the 
trenches and no man’s land. 

But their increasingly outland-
ish scrapes with death are a prob-
lem for a film so intent on realism, 
and whose fixation on gory detail is 
meant to show the truth of the war.

By the time Schofield takes 
a  running jump into a swirling, 

freezing river the film feels as if it’s 
lost its purpose.

What’s more, 1917 is stacked with 
cliches—particularly the dialogue. 

Letters from home, tell me mum 
I wasn’t scared, I hope we get some 
good grub. Laddish, gallows humour 
among tough but decent soldiers 
with every regional accent repre-
sented. In one especially cringe-wor-
thy scene, our wounded hero lands 
in the cellar of a bombed-out house 

where he discovers a young French 
woman. It feels like we’ve seen this 
part many times before. 

He quickly wins her trust by failing 
to speak French. Then—as is tradi-
tional for the role of only woman in 
a war film—she becomes the angelic 
yet timid healer. 

There a few occasions where 
Schofield comes face to face with a 
German soldier. It seems there may be 
a moment of identification between 

them—until the sneaky Germans 
revert to type and try to kill him.

There are also hints throughout 
the film that maybe those in charge 
can’t be trusted. That the killing is 
not just horrific, but senseless. But 
Mendes pulls back from this too. 

By the time the film ends we’ve 
certainly had our fill of horror and 
sentimentality—but without much 
poignancy.
1917 is out from Friday 10 January

UNFORTUNATELY, 1917 gets lost in the trenches

MUSIC
MAKING A NEW WORLD
By Field Music 
Out Friday 10 January
 
SUNDERLAND BAND Field 
Music, headed by brothers 
David and Peter Brewis, has 
made an album about the 
social impact of the First 
World War.

It came about through 
a commission from the 
Imperial War Museum for 
its “Making a New World” 
season.

Stand out track “Best 
Kept Garden” is about the 
creation of the Becontree 
council housing estate in 
Dagenham, which moved 
workers from inner city 
slums and gave them hope 

and a garden. Some of the 
songs are puzzling without 
album notes to aid. 

“A Change or Heir” is 
about the doctor who 
performed some of the 
first gender reassignment 
operations based on 
techniques developed 
through operations on 
injured soldiers.

And “Beyond that of 
Courtesy” is about the 
Inter-Allied Women’s 
Conference held 100 years 
ago.

Appreciated
Concept albums like this 
are often best appreciated 
in live performance with 
visuals and band intros 
lifting the experience and 
audience understanding—
something done so well 
by contemporaries Public 
Service Broadcasting.

But Field Music has 
achieved something clever 
here.

It has presented 
sometimes complex themes 
in an album utterly true to 
its unique sound, musical 
exactitude and gleaming 
production without 
overworking the songs.

And some of the songs 
stand alone from the 
over-arching concept and 
speak to today. “Only In 
A Man’s World”—about 
the developments in 
women’s sanitary products 
through First World War 
technology—has the great 
lyric, “Things would be 
different if boys bled.”

All round it’s a pretty 
good job!
Alan Kenny

A creepy tale of mystery, determination and cruelty
BOOK
HAVEN’T THEY GROWN
Written by Sophie Hannah 
Out 23 January

HAVEN’T THEY Grown 
begins with a very creepy 
and puzzling scenario. A 
woman who lost touch 
with a close friend years 
ago goes to snoop on her 
while taking her son to a 
football match.

But Beth gets a shock 
when she sees Flora and 
her two children getting 
out of their car outside 
their new home. She had 

last seen Flora and the 
children, Thomas and 
Emily, some twelve years 
ago. And during that 
time, the children haven’t 
aged at all. The book tells 
the story of Beth’s quest 
to get to the bottom of 
this mystery. Along the 
way there are plenty of 
others—such as why Beth 
and Flora fell out, and 
what has happened to 
Flora’s baby Georgina.

For Sophie Hannah fans, 
the book follows a fairly 
familiar path. 

The main character is 
a clever and determined 

woman who sets herself 
on a mission and has 
to overcome various 
obstacles along the way.

This book brings a 
fresher angle with the 
involvement of Beth’s 
daughter Zannah and at 
times her husband, Dom. 

Together they come up 
with, and reject, various 
explanations for the 
seemingly unbelievable 
situation Beth has 
uncovered. This helps to 
flesh out more characters 
with different strengths 
and weaknesses. It 
makes for a livelier read, 

and anyone who has a 
teenager in their lives 
might enjoy Zannah.

I did find that parts of 
the middle bit of the book 
dragged a bit. But when 
the lies start to unravel it 
gets more interesting.

The book starts with a 
creepy air about it and a 
sense that there could be 
something supernatural 
going on. 

But the truth, which is 
rooted in the cruelty of 
real people, is far more 
horrific than any unearthly 
explanations could be.
Sadie Robinson

Field Music
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READ MORE
lAn Introduction 
to Marx’s Theory of 
Alienation 
by Judy Cox 
bit.ly/CoxAlienation
lCapital Volume 1 
by Karl Marx  
£18.99
lA Reader’s Guide to 
Marx’s Capital 
by Joseph Choonara 
£9.99

lEstranged Labour (from 
Economic and Philosophic 
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N
E W  Ye a r , 
New You. Or 
at least that’s 
what bosses 
 h a w k i n g 
the i r  ju ice 

cleanses, spa retreats, 
yoga packages and gym 
memberships want you to 
believe. 

January is prime time for 
people to take stock of their 
lives and decide that they 
maybe do want to be that bit 
thinner, exfoliated, flexible, 
or brimming with vitamin C. 

For a lot of people, their 
journey to prime health in 
mind, body and soul, could 
be part of their battle for 
“wellness”.

So people increasingly 
pour cash into buying holis-
tic therapies, “clean eating” 
diet books, Pilates classes or 
 personal trainer sessions.

And it’s huge money—it’s 
estimated that the health 
and wellness industries is 
expected to grow to £632 
 billion by 2021. 

But  the  overarch ing 
 problem isn’t that people get 
ripped off. It’s that they live 
under capitalism which cre-
ates alienated relationships 
among working class people. 

This wellness industry rests 
of the idea that it’s not simply 
good enough to look beautiful, 
you have to feel it too. 

On one hand it’s a good 
thing that people are trying to 
make themselves feel better in 
an often cruel and inhospitable 
world. 

But look any deeper, and 
the wellness industry exposes 
itself as just another business 
model based on grinding you 
down, and building you back 
up again—at a price. 

The charge towards wellness 
has seen a raft of media per-
sonality, Instagram influencers 
and social media stars use their 
platform to promote different 
products. 

Murky
Some, such as “clean eating” 
personality Deliciously Ella, 
bring out a range of cookbooks 
promoting a vegan, gluten-free 
and sugar-free diet. But behind 
Ella’s promise to “help you live 
better and make vegetables 
cool” lies a murky world where 
celebrity and wellness meet. 

Others, such as reality TV 
megastar Kim Kardashian use 
social media to pose in bikinis 
or gym clothes and promote lax-
atives and  appetite-suppressant 
sweets.  

Some cloak these products 
in the language of wellness. 
Others, like Kardashian, simply 
hawk their “literally unreal” 
appetite-suppressant “flat 
tummy” lollipops.

Even more well-established 
brands have landed on the lan-
guage of wellness to market 
their products. The Marriot 
hotel chain promises that its 
guests are “given a choice not 
just to get up, but to rise.”

Images of serene  bikini-clad 
women floating in  swimming 
pools flash up alongside 

pictures of gyms stocked with 
huge weights. 

“Here you can eat, sleep, 
move, feel, work and play well, 
transcending the rigours of 
travel while you’re on the road,” 
it boasts.

Other firms are rapidly 
 transforming themselves in the 
face of a new focus on emo-
tional and spiritual wellbeing, 
alongside a physically polished 
appearance. 

Dieting industry behemoth 
Weight Watchers is a good 

example. It changed its name 
in September 2018 to “WW”—
claiming it didn’t stand for 
Weight Watchers, or for its 
motto, “Wellness that Works”.

It was re-packaged as a 
 holistic lifestyle change, rather 
than a weight-loss programme. 
But its commitment to this new 
concept seems to be limited to 
how users can earn “wellness 
wins” for logging their weight 
and calorific intake. 

And now wellness is even a 
concept that is harnessed by 

bosses as a weapon to make 
workers more efficient. 

Forbes magazine advises 
managers to “prevent  burnout 
by employees by allowing 
them to relax and recharge” 
It  prescribed a mixture of 
 “mid-day breaks, building better 
sleep habits, flexible schedules 
or utilising paid time off.”

So instead of being an essen-
tial part of living a balanced 
life, bosses are encouraged to 
see a lunchbreak, or flexi-time 
as part of a “wellness package”. 

The same magazine told 
bosses to invest in “financial 
wellness programmes” to deal 
with “financial planning, debt 
and retirement”.

It explained that, “Financial 
wor r i e s  no t  on ly  keep 
 employees up at night, but 
the emotional impact spills 
over into the workplace, too. 
Employees distracted by finan-
cial problems also create sig-
nificant costs for  employers in 
productivity and work errors.”

So there it is—bosses care 
about the so-called wellness 
of workers, but only when it 
affects their bottom line. 

W
I T H  t h e 
b o s s e s 
appropr i -
a t ing  the 
l a n g u a ge 
of wellness, 

why is it that people pour their 
hard-earned cash into such an 
industry?

After all, there’s no doubt 
that exercising, hydrating, 
relaxing and taking care of 
yourself does make people feel 
better. 

It’s welcome that people are 
encouraged to think about the 
needs of their whole self. But 
the wellness industry is based 
on a distorted form of health we 
are encouraged to aspire to.

Wellness isn’t just a harmless 
fad. It occurs within the context 
of huge pressure on people to 
conform to a highly idealised 
version of themselves.

It’s actively harmful that 
celebrit ies release books 
 proscribing an ultra-restrictive 
range of food, or promote diet 
methods. 

They do nothing to address 
the very real problems that 
 contribute to eating disorders 
or mental distress. 

P e o p l e  d e s e r v e  r e a l  
support and resources to 
address these issues—not 
some half-hearted advice from  
someone  promoting sponsored 
content, or  looking towards the 
next book deal. 

Wellness, self-care and 
 mindfulness turns a collective, 
social problem into one borne 
completely by an individual. 

It does nothing to challenge 
a world that produces anxiety, 
eating disorders, insomnia or 
the myriad of other conditions 
that blight people’s lives. 

Instead i t  encourages 
each individual to think that 
all they need to do is equip  
themselves with enough 
resources— material or other-
wise—to cope. 

And ultimately, the wellness 

CAPITALISM 
CAN’T MAKE 
YOU WELL
‘Wellness’ may seem like a harmless trend. But, argues 
Sarah Bates, it rests on making money from alienation and 
the way that capitalism damages our minds and bodies

industry is produced by a 
 society that actually causes ill 
health on a vast scale. 

Because alongside those 
extolling the virtues of “clean 
eating”, people are also bom-
barded with adverts for junk 
food and alcohol.

It seems like these different 
industries—wellness, and the 
ones that want to fill people’s 
lives with E numbers—pull in 
different ways. In reality they 
work in tandem within the 
same system.

It’s a good thing for Weight 
Watchers if people spend the 
month of December eating 
chocolates and mince pies. 
And it’s great for gym firms if 
people feel bad enough about 
the way they look to sign up for 
a monthly membership.

The wellness industry, and 
the lifestyles it claims to reject, 
aren’t counter-posed to each 
other. They’re two sides of the 
same coin. 

All these pressures are felt by 
ordinary people because of the 
system of society we live in. 

Capitalism is a society where 
working class people are forced 
to sell their labour power 
to  survive, which produces 
 alienated human beings.

Karl Marx said that workers 
are separated from the product 
of their labour, and deprived of 
the things that are needed to 
live our lives. 

And repetitive, tedious work 
that people perform under cap-
italism creates distorted rela-
tionships between each other, 
and critically within ourselves.

Hostile
Marx said the products of peo-
ple’s labour are estranged to 
such a degree that they appear 
“alien, hostile, powerful, and 
independent” of workers. 

Faced with little control over 
their lives, people seek it where 
they can find it—whether that’s 
on a treadmill, in a juice cleanse 
or at the chip shop.

T h e s e  h u g e  s o c i a l 
 society-wide pressures are felt 
by everyone under capitalism. 
Human behaviour is shaped by, 
and a reaction to, alienation 
under capitalism. 

For revolutionaries such as 
Marx, changing the economic 
basis of society was critical to 
changing human relationships. 

They saw communism as the 
ultimate transformation of the 
human condition. The people 
 themselves would make all 
the key decisions and would 
be engaged in building a new 
society. 

Marx said it was possible to 
create “a new manifestation of 
the forces of human nature and 
a new enrichment of human 
nature”.

It would be a world where 
the levers of  economic, politi-
cal and social control are swung 
into the hands of working class 
people. 

A wellness industry wouldn’t 
exist because under socialism 
because every human needs 
would be catered for. 

People would live fulfilling 
working lives, where their crea-
tive labour power wasn’t wasted 
on making profit for the bosses, 
but in transforming society. 

It would be the opposite of 
a capitalist society that either 
ignores our human needs or 
constructs industries to sell 
them back to us.

Capitalism sells 
us the products to 
make us unhealthy 
(top) and the 
‘solutions’ that 
make us feel bad 
about ourselves 
(above) 

Wellness turns 
a collective, 
social problem 
into one borne 
by the individual

‘‘ 
‘Clean eating’ guru
Deliciously Ella

MINDFUL Marx

Don’t buy Chris Packham’s 
myth of overpopulation

A BBC TV programme 
says ‘overpopulation’ 
causes climate change. 
Gabby Thorpe 
debunks this 
dangerous racist idea

RIGHT WING arguments that 
blame “overpopulation” for 
environmental destruction 
haven’t gained much purchase 
in the new climate movement.

That hasn’t stopped the 
BBC giving Chris Packham an 
hour of airtime in one of its 
main documentaries on the 
causes of climate change. 

Packham, a patron of 
the right wing Population 
Matters pressure group, has 
talked of how population 
growth is “stifling our 
green and pleasant land”.

Superficially, the argument 
about overpopulation can 
seem like common sense. 

More people use more 
resources, the argument goes. 
This will cause higher levels 
of carbon emissions that 
are heating up the planet. 
But put simply, the problem 
isn’t too many people—it’s 
too many rich people. 

The poorest three billion 
people, around 45 percent of 
the world’s population, are 
responsible for 7 percent of 
carbon emissions. They are 
overwhelmingly people in the 
Global South, often in more 
densely populated countries.

Billion 
Meanwhile, the richest 
7 percent of the world’s 
population, around half a 
billion people, are responsible 
for 50 percent of emissions.

These stark differences 
between rich and poor 
aren’t just between 
Western countries and 
the rest of the world. 

In Britain, for instance, 
just 15 percent of the 
population take 70 percent 
of flights according to a 
study in 2014. This is made 
up of bosses jetting around 
the world, not ordinary 
people going on holiday. 

But the problem with 
capitalism is more structural 
than just overconsumption 
by the rich. All mainstream 
economists—whether free 
marketeers or those in favour 

of state intervention—agree 
that capitalism is driven 
by ordinary consumers. 

They argue that 
corporations are only 
responding to consumer 
demand when they produce 
more stuff. So it would 
follow that more people 
means more consumer 
demand and more stuff. 

In reality, capitalist 
production is driven forward 
by competition among 
rival firms. Each firm has 
to maximise profits or they 
would be driven out of 
business by their competitors. 

And, because production 
under capitalism isn’t 
planned, there is often 
overproduction. The bosses’ 
solution is then to compete 

with one another and try and 
get people to buy more stuff. 

For example, car firms 
produce more cars and 
constantly bring out newer 
models to increase sales. 

Carbon emissions, 
environmental destruction 
and depletion of resources 
flows from a system that 
subjects everything to the 
logic of profit maximisation. 

A socialist economy would 
be based on workers’ control 
and democratically planned 
to meet human need.

Immigrant 
The idea of overpopulation 
has become a touchstone for 
far right and racist politicians 
across Europe. They believe 
in a “Great Replacement” of 
white people by Muslim and 
other immigrant populations. 

While Population Matters 
doesn’t talk about forcibly 
reducing the population, the 
argument is rooted in racism. 

They shift the blame 
on poor people for 
having children. In a 
video advocating smaller 
families, a map of fertility 
rates singles out Africa. 

But the higher the infant 
mortality rate the higher the 
birth rate. When people worry 
that some of their children 
will die through lack of food, 
they are likely to have more 
in the hope that some survive. 
People who are better off, are 
likely to have fewer children.

Overpopulation is a 
dangerous, racist argument 
that distracts from what 
we need—a socialist 
society that puts people 
and planet above profit. 

A POPULATION Matters map focuses on birth rates in 
Africa. The group’s patron Chris Packham (below)

The poorest 
three billion are 
responsible for 
7 percent of 
emissions

‘‘ 

ANALYSIS
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French strikes ‘beyond trade unionism’
by CHARLIE KIMBER

ANOTHER HUGE day of 
strikes and demonstrations 
in France against president 
Emmanuel Macron’s pen-
sion assaults was set for 
Thursday this week. 

And a national day of dem-
onstrations across the coun-
try was set for Saturday.

SNCF national rail and 
RATP Paris public transport 
workers have been on indefi-
nite strike since 5 December. 

Their walkouts have now 
lasted longer than the 1986-7 
rail strikes and the extended 
1995 rail strikes that defeated 
then-prime minister Alain 
Juppe’s pension cuts.

Over half of national rail 
services remain cancelled and 
most of Paris’s metro lines 
aren’t working. Bus services 
are also much reduced.

A “Chr i s tmas  t ruce” 
to restore transport ser-
vices, demanded by the 
 government and supported 
by some union leaders, 
did not happen because of 
 workers’  determination to 
keep  fighting.

Far from the movement 
going away, it has been 

 growing. On Friday last week 
the group SOS Retraites—
SOS Pensions—said its 
700,000 members would be 
joining the protests. 

Bernard, a CGT union rep 
on the railways, told  Socialist 
Worker, “We’re still very 
solid, and we are proud we 
haven’t folded. 

“It was hard to be short 
of cash over Christmas, but 
we are lifted by the solidar-
ity and the sense that if we 
lose this battle then we will 
end up like the railways in 
Britain.

“As the strikes have gone 
on we have not sat doing 
nothing. We are thinking 

how to make links with the 
Yellow Vests, climate cam-
paigners and others. We are 
making new alliances. 

“It’s exciting, and the 
politics go beyond trade 
 unionism.”

The CGT called for a 
 complete blockade of oil 
refineries from Tuesday to 

Friday this week which would 
intensify shortages at petrol 
stations. The  government 
has said such action would 
be illegal.

Strikers continue to target 
power cuts at big business, 
while helping out ordinary 
people with their electricity 
bills. 

The CGT union tweeted, 
“CGT electricians will restore 
power to the poor who are 
cut off and put in place 
off-peak hour tariffs for 
people  struggling to pay.”

Macron remains deter-
mined to ram through the 
key points of his pension 
assault—forcing people to 
work longer and receive less.

The government had 
hoped to split the movement 
by making the changes apply 
only to those born after 1975.

But strikers rightly see the 
move as divisive, a prelude to 
further attacks, and an aban-
donment of younger people.

The Unsa federation called 
for its rail workers to go back 
over the holidays—but then 
14 of its regions rejected the 
call and the strikes  continued.

Other federations have 
backed continuing strikes, 
but most have not called 
clearly for an unlimited gen-
eral strike. Only such a strike 
could guarantee success.

But there are powerful 
developments at the base of 
the unions where in some 
places workers come together 
across federations and across 
sectors to maintain and build 
the strikes.

WORKERS ARE battling against attempts by some unions to call off action Picture: O Phil Des cOntrastes/Flickr
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Bigots organise to block new 
relationships and sex lessons
Primary schools must teach relationships lessons, and secondary schools relationships and sex 
lessons, from September. Tomáš Tengely-Evans looks at the battles over the new guidelines

Tory rules could see children withdrawn from school
TORIES HIDE their 
bigotry behind the 

language of “parent 
choice”.

Dominic Hinds—
education secretary when 
the new regulations 
were being drawn 
up—suggested LGBT+ 
equalities teaching could 
be watered down.

And right wing Tory 
Andrea Leadsom said 
parents should “choose 
the moment at which their 
children become exposed 
to that information”. 

So it’s little surprise 
that the Tories’ draft 
regulations on how 

schools should teach RSE 
and LGBT+ equalities 
contain loopholes that 
bigots could use. 

The document says, 
“Parents have the right 
to request that their child 
be withdrawn from some 
or all of sex education 
delivered as part of 
statutory RSE.

“Before granting any 
such request it would be 
good practice for the head 
teacher to discuss the 
request with parents and, 
as appropriate, with the 
child.

“Once those discussions 
have taken place, except in 

exceptional circumstances, 
the school should respect 
the parents’ request to 
withdraw the child, up 
to and until three terms 
before the child turns 16.”

Primary schools will 
only be required to teach 
relationships education.

But schools also have 
the ability to decide 
the point at which they 
“consider it appropriate 
to teach their pupils about 
LGBT+”.

And “schools are free 
to determine how” they 
“ensure that the content is 
fully integrated into their 
programmes of study”.

BIGOTS ARE organising to 
scupper the rollout of LGBT+ 

equality lessons in schools.
Schools across England will be 

required to hold LGBT+ inclusive 
education from September. 

And schools have been encouraged 
to bring in lessons sooner after MPs 
overwhelmingly passed new regula-
tions last April.

Protests by mainly Muslim parents 
in Birmingham forced one school to 
temporarily drop LGBT+ equality les-
sons and subjected another to weeks 
of disruption. 

It comes alongside campaigns by 
some Catholic and Christian organisa-
tions to stop the rollout of the lessons. 
In Glasgow, Catholic Family Voice 
was launched to campaign to find a 
“workable solution” to the “changes 
in the curriculum”.

In secondary schools, the new 
guidelines will include lessons on con-
sent, LGBT+ families, safeguarding, 
online friendships, unhealthy rela-
tionships, sexting and pornography. 

It’s a step in the right direction, but 
the lessons should go further. 

The actions in Birmingham were 
sometimes organised by conserva-
tives with little or no connection to 
the school.

Pressure
Now the managements of two state-
funded Jewish schools in north 
London are trying to pressure parents 
to “prevent” compulsory Relationships 
and Sex Education (RSE). 

One email to parents at Lubavitch 
Senior Girls’ School said, “Please 
exercise your right to prevent it being 
taught by responding to this email 
and saying that you do not wish your 
daughters to receive lessons in RSE.” 

Bigots know that an all-out assault 

on the lessons wouldn’t get wide-
spread support. 

So they frame the argument in 
terms of “listening to legitimate con-
cerns” of parents or look for loop-
holes to undermine the legislation 
(see below).

One mother at Lubavitch Senior 
Girls’ School said the email was 
“designed to put a stop to RSE being 
taught” altogether. 

“The fact that people with differ-
ent sexualities exist in the world is 

something that they don’t want to 
expose their children to,” she said.

“I don’t think they want to expose 
them to the concept of sex.”

The bigots aren’t just objecting to 
the inclusion of LGBT+ relationships 
in the curriculum, but the entire idea 
of discussing sexuality.  

The Stop RSE campaign group 
blasted the inclusion of the topics of 
masturbation and sexual pleasure in 
the curriculum framework. 

And a leaflet handed out in east 

London said the new lessons would 
mean children in infant schools would 
be “encouraged to masturbate”. 

But children and young people 
should have the right to receive edu-
cation about the broadest range of 
RSE topics. 

The lessons are vital for children 
to feel supported, including those 
who are both LGBT+ and Jewish or 
LGBT+ and Muslim. 

Parents should not be allowed to 
withdraw their children from them.

Opposition 
isn’t about 
Prevent

PROTESTS by 
mainly Muslim 

parents in Birmingham 
forced LGBT+ equality 
lessons onto the 
political agenda.

Parkfield Community 
School, a primary 
school in the Alum Rock 
area, dropped its “No 
Outsiders” programme 
last spring. 

It has since reinstated 
the LGBT+ lessons that 
are taught as part the 
Equality Act 2010.

Action spread to 
Anderton Park Primary 
School—which was 
subjected to weekly 
protests until a High 
Court ban.

Organisers Amir 
Ahmed and Shakeel 
Afsar were keen to link 
their protests to the 
Islamophobic “Prevent” 
programme. 

The British state’s 
terror strategy forces 
public sector bodies, 
such as schools, to spy 
on Muslims for signs of 
“radicalisation”.

LGBT+ lessons should 
not be linked to Prevent 
or framed in terms of 
“British values”.

But Ahmed made 
clear his real agenda, 
saying, “We do not 
accept homosexuality 
as a valid sexual 
relationship to have.

“This is about 
proselytising 
homosexuality to young 
children.”

Rules agreed under Damian Hinds contain loopholes

SOME OF the resources that schools use to teach children about relationships
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Woolwich Ferry 
walkout over pay
WORKERS ON the Woolwich 
Ferry in south east London 
struck over an “employment 
horror show” on 19 December. 

The Unite union members 
on the Thames river crossing 
are angry over pay and 
workplace conditions. 

The crossing is operated by 
subcontractor Briggs Marine 
on a contract to Transport for 
London. 

Libraries strike 
enters month seven
LIBRARY WORKERS in 
Bromley, south east London, 
began the seventh month of 
an all-out strike in the new 
year.

The Unite union members 
are fighting against 
subcontractor GLL’s plans to 
axe 35 percent of frontline 
jobs. 

Trade unionists should 
raise money in their 
workplaces and branches to 
make sure the library workers 
aren’t forced back to work.
lDonate to the strike fund—
account name Bromley Unite 
LE/531, account number 
20272821, sort code 60-83-01

Bin workers ballot 
in West Midlands 
BIN WORKERS in Sandwell, 
West Midlands, could walk 
out over health and safety 
later this month.

The GMB union’s ballot 
for strikes ended on Monday 
of this week, with results set 
to be released after Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

The GMB said that 
subcontractor Serco had 
“urged workers to ignore the 
company’s own safety rules”. 

Socialist Worker 
raises £115,000
THE ANNUAL Socialist 
Worker Appeal has raised 
£115,000 since September. 

It means we can continue 
for another year to produce 
Socialist Worker newspaper 
and online and bring reports 
from strikes and protests in 
Britain and worldwide. 

Thank you to all those who 
donated. 

Cop cleared in case 
of Alfie Meadows 
A POLICE officer was cleared 
in December of using 
unreasonable force against 
student protester Alfie 
Meadows in November 2010. 

Alfie suffered a brain injury 
during the protests against 
tuition fees. 

Detective constable Mark 
Alston faced a misconduct 
hearing. 

He faced the charge that 
he had used his baton “in 
a violent, uncontrolled and 
dangerous manner to deliver 
a number of downward strikes 
at head height towards a 
group of demonstrators”. 

Alston was cleared. 

 East London protest 
over India’s racist law
by SAM STRUDWICK and 
ROB  FERGUSON 

SLOGANS OF unity against 
racism echoed in Newham, 
east London, last Saturday 
as 3,000 people took to 
the streets against India’s 
Citizenship Amendment Act 
(CAA).

The CAA, passed by 
the Hindu nationalist BJP 
government deliberately 
discriminates against India’s 
Muslim population. 

On the Newham march 
Hindu, Sikh, Muslim, Christian, 
secular, black and white united 
behind a banner declaring, “No 
to Racism in India!” 

Slogans were led for much 
of the march by a Hindu 
woman. 

One of the most popular 
was, “We are Hindu, Muslim, 
Sikh and Christian! And we are 
all brothers!”

Indian prime minister, 
Narendra Modi is an example 
of a number of right wing 
populist leaders across the 
globe. 

Landslide 
But despite a landslide election 
victory last year, Modi has 
been rocked by the massive 
united protests against his CAA 
by people of different religious 
backgrounds.

The inspirational defiance 
and unity of the protests in 
India has ignited the same 
spirit of anti-racist unity and 
opposition to Islamophobia in 
Newham. The biggest part of 

the local Muslim community is 
of Indian background.

This spirit was reflected in 
every speech at the final rally 
from Muslim, Sikh, Hindu and 
Jewish speakers. 

Newham’s Labour Mayor 
Rokhsana Fiaz, London 
Assembly Member Unmesh 
Desai and local MP Stephen 
Timms all gave powerful 
echo to calls for unity and 
opposition to the CAA and 
racism.

Rohit Dasgupta, a Labour 
councillor from a Hindu 
background and a prominent 
LGBT+ activist, gave a 
powerful eyewitness report of 
the protests in India. 

He spoke about the 
brutality of Modi’s police and 
his nationalist supporters. 
And he described how a 

Muslim protestor, who was 
far more at risk than he was, 
had accompanied him to 
safety.

Alone 
Rob Ferguson, convenor of 
Newham Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR), told the rally that 
Modi was not alone. 

He stands with Trump, 
Johnson and far right leaders 
in other countries. 

Alongside solidarity with 
the inspiring Indian protests 
against the CAA, we have to 
build the same movement of 
unity against Johnson and the 
Tories here in Britain. 

The call for a Newham 
contingent to join the SUTR 
national demonstration on  
21 March in London was 
warmly received. 

SHOWING UNITY—a vigil against antisemitism in north London on 30 January. Called by 
Stand Up To Racism, it was a response to antisemitic graffiti sprayed on buildings in the 
Hampstead and Belsize Park areas  Picture: Guy Smallman

Sheerness dock strike can 
put brakes on Volkswagen 
VOLKSWAGEN (VW) could 
face “serious disruption” as 
logistics workers prepare for 
six days of strikes during the 
next three months.  

Some 26 Unite union 
members, who load and 
unload new VW cars at 
Sheerness Docks in Kent, 
are fighting against a paltry 
pay offer from GB Terminals 
bosses. 

They plan to walk out on 
Friday of this week—and plan 
further 24 hour strikes on 17, 
24 and 31 January and 7 and 
14 of February. 

The union has also called 
48 hour strikes on 20 and 27 

February and a four-day one 
from 9 March. 

Unite regional officer 
Philip Silkstone said, “These 
strikes will cause serious 
disruption to Volkswagen 
Group vehicle deliveries to 
dealerships across Britain, 
including new plate models 
set for release in March. 

“The responsibility for this 
situation lies solely with GB 
Terminals who will have to 
explain why its actions have 
led to disruption and losses 
for Volkswagen. 

“The drivers are simply 
asking for a pay rise in line 
with inflation.”

ANTI-RACISM LOGISTICS 

MARCHING AGAINST India’s anti-Muslim laws last week

DEFENDING MUSLIMS

POST 

Royal Mail strike to defend  
union rep at Bootle office 
POSTAL WORKERS at the 
Bootle Delivery Office, 
Merseyside, are set to strike 
on the 18 and 20 January.

The workers are angry 
that their CWU union rep has 
been charged with a breach 
of the Royal Mail’s conduct 
code. 

CWU members at the 
Bootle office walked out 
unofficially last October 
following alleged racist 
comments by a manager. 

Workers from Warrington 
walked out in support of 
their members who were 
suspended for refusing 
to drive across the Bootle 

picket. The strikers returned 
to work after seven days 
when the bosses used a High 
Court injunction.

Following the strike, 
managers have launched a 
major offensive against the 
CWU members at Bootle 
with nine Royal Mail workers 
being charged with gross 
misconduct.

The charge against the 
CWU rep is an attack on an 
office and a union which 
have a strong tradition of 
solidarity. 

The Bootle workers must 
not be left to fight alone.
John Carr

CIVIL SERVICE  

Struggle against poverty 
pay at Liverpool tax office 
OUTSOURCED CLEANERS 
at HMRC tax offices in 
Liverpool struck over pay on 
27  December.

The members of the PCS 
union are demanding bosses 
at private contractor ISS pay 
them a wage of £10 an hour. 

They also want equivalent 
conditions to workers 
employed directly by HMRC.

Following strikes, ISS said 
it would ask HMRC for more 
money to meet strikers’ 
demands.

One striker said, “We’ve 
got no choice but to strike 
because cutting of hours and 
chronic low pay have driven 
many members into financial 
hardship.  

“Only by staying united 
and strong can we finally 
force this cruel and ruthless 
employer to treat us with 
some dignity and pay us a 
living wage.”

nLARGE GOODS Vehicle 
driving examiners struck 
between 16 December and 
Christmas Eve. The PCS 
union members are involved 

in a long-running dispute 
with bosses at the Driving, 
Vehicle and Standards 
Agency (DVSA) over longer 
working days, staffing 
shortages and increasing 
workloads.

The strike follows a 
month-long walkout by IT 
workers in the DVSA in 
August.

The PCS said the 
action came after talks at 
conciliation service Acas 
broke down as “management 
refused to meaningfully 
negotiate with reps”.

Strikers braved 
wintery weather on solid, 
well-supported picket lines.

In Bredbury near 
Stockport, non-striking 
colleagues brought messages 
of support and hot food to 
those in the cold. 

Other well-supported 
picket lines took place 
in Atherton, Greater 
Manchester, Shrewsbury, and 
Weedon in the East Midlands. 

The action led to 
numerous cancellations of 
tests across the regions.
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 Fighting SWR bosses 
and anti-union laws 
RAIL WORKERS on South 
Western Railway (SWR) 
ended a 27-day strike in 
December with a vow to bat-
tle Boris Johnson’s attacks 
on their right to strike. 

Hundreds of RMT union 
members on SWR have 
fought for over two years to 
guarantee the safety-critical 
guard on board all services. 

After years of strikes and 
rounds of negotiations, the 
firm is holding out on a final 
agreement.

SWR bosses want drivers 
to control the train doors. 
But RMT members say that 
plan would create an unsafe 
 environment for passengers. 

A solidarity picket on  
23 December at London’s 
Water loo  s ta t ion  saw  
support from tube workers, 
other union activists and the 
Day-Mer Turkish and Kurdish 
organisation.

Ballot
Tory  ant i - t rade  union 
laws mean the strikers are 
 re-balloting this month as 
their current ballot is due 
to expire. They expect to 
strike again after the ballot is 
completed. 

Their fightback comes as 
Johnson announced plans 
to further attack the right 
to strike—and is specifically 
 targeting rail workers. 

It wants rail workers to 
provide “minimum service 
agreements” during walkouts. 

The agreements would 
set out a minimum service 
pattern and level of staffing 
during strikes. And the Tory 

government is threatening  
injunctions or fines against 
unions that don’t agree a 
minimum service agreement. 

Announced in the queen’s 
speech on 19 December, the 
government claims the new 
anti-strike law is to “ensure 
the public is not dispropor-
tionately affected by strike 
action.”

But Johnson’s attacks aren’t 
rooted in a desire to improve 
the railways. 

The Tories hope they can 
tame one of the most militant 
section of workers.  

Trade  unionis t s  are 
already preparing to resist 

the attacks. Over 100 RMT 
union members and others 
joined a protest outside par-
liament shortly after the 
announcement was made.

RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash said, “This govern-
ment is attacking us all, and 
we’re going to fight. They laid 
down the gauntlet, and we’re 
picking it up.”

It was good to hear a 
strong message from union 
leaders and several Labour 
MPs urging resistance.

But there were similar 
speeches at similar events 
against the government’s new 
anti-union laws in 2016. 

That campaign was a 
dismal failure. This time it 
has to be different. 

Victory requires confron-
tation, standing up to the 
threat of seizure of union 
funds and concentration on 
the streets and workplaces, 
not parliament.

nNEW RESEARCH by the 
RMT union has revealed 
how privatised rail 
bosses are “laughing all 
the way to the bank”.

Privatised rail companies 
have handed out £4.4 billion 
in dividends to shareholders 
in the last ten years.

UNIVERSITY WORKERS 

UCU activists meet to win 
more university strikes  
ACTIVISTS IN the UCU 
union will meet in London on 
25 January to discuss “After the 
election, build the fightback—
organising for higher education 
strike wave 2”.

The meeting is called by 
Goldsmiths UCU, Imperial 
UCU, Queen Mary UCU and 
UCL UCU—and organised by 
UCU London Region.

It comes after workers held 
eight days of strikes across 60 
universities last term and as 
strike ballots are taking place 
across another 37 institutions.

They are fighting to 
defend pay and pensions, 
and to fight casualisation, 

rising workload and pay 
inequality. The union’s higher 
education sector conference 
in December voted for 14 
further strike days.
lTo register go to 
bit.ly/UCU25Jan

nMEMBERS OF the 
EIS Scottish education 
union began a strike 
ballot this week over 
pay in universities.

Last year workers voted 
84 percent in favour of 
action. But the turnout fell 
just short of the threshold 
required under the Tories’ 
anti-union laws.

Metro strike wins new offer
WORKERS ON the Tyne 
and Wear Metro delivered 
a bloody nose to bosses by 
staging a rock solid 48-hour 
strike before Christmas. 

The RMT union members 
walked out on 20 and 
21 December to demand 
workplace justice and pay 
equality. 

The union blamed the 
“wholesale shutdown of 
services” across 60 stations 
on Nexus—which owns the 
contract to operate the metro. 

Workers want the 
introduction of new rolling 
stock to lead to pay rises and 
a reduction in the working 
week for all grades. 

But instead of attempting 
to reach an agreement, the 
firm used lawyers to challenge 

the legitimacy of the strike 
ballot. Since the strike, the 
union and management have 
held “constructive” talks 
where workers were offered 
an improved 18.5 percent 
basic pay rise.

Walkouts planned for later 
in January have been called 
off while workers vote on the 
offer. 

They should be prepared 
to keep up the pressure to 
make sure bosses deliver on 
their promises.

nRAIL GOURMET workers 
at Paddington station in 
London struck solidly for 
24 hours on 20 December. 

They are fighting for a 
productivity bonus, safety 
and respect at work.

STRIKERS AND supporters at Waterloo Picture: SocialiSt Worker

TRANSPORT WORKERS

BUS DRIVERS 

Picketing at South Gosforth station Picture: rMt

Vote begins to gain respect 
BUS DRIVERS in London are 
getting ready for a consultative 
ballot on whether to strike 
over “chronic levels of fatigue” 
among workers. 

Their Unite union is fighting 
for better treatment for 20,000 
members across the capital.

It wants workers to be 
able to finish on time, use 
their breaks, work to a proper 
schedule, have enough time 
to complete their journey, to 
be treated with respect and 

receive proper training. 
John Murphy, Unite regional 

officer, said Transport for 
London cannot simply sweep 
this problem under the carpet. 

“It must act decisively and 
stop trying to pass the problem 
onto bus operators who have 
consistently failed to resolve 
the issue and instead allowed it 
to worsen.

“For the last 25 years bus 
operators have been failing,” 
he said.

TYNE AND WEAR METRO

HEALTH UNIONS have 
suspended strikes at 
hospitals in Berkshire and 
Surrey after bosses dropped 
privatisation plans—at least 
for the time being. 

The GMB and Unite union 
members had been set to 
strike from 18 December for 
three days. 

Bosses at Frimley Park 
NHS Health Foundation 
Trust had wanted to 
transfer support staff to a 
“wholly‑owned subsidiary”, a 
privately registered company 
owned by the hospital.  

A series of strikes by the 
GMB and Unite unions forced 
bosses to drop the plans 
“while exploring all other 
options as alternatives”.

Workers should remain 
ready to return to the picket 
line if bosses renege. 

FRIMLEY

HEALTH WORKERS

SECURITY GUARDS at 
St George’s University 
Hospitals trust in south London 
are set to strike for 15 days, 
from next Monday. 

They are members of the 
United Voices of the World 
union.

The workers are outsourced 
to Noonan Services Group and 
are demanding equal pay and 
working conditions to staff 
similarly employed by the 
trust. 

The workers receive only the 
minimum statutory sick pay, 
annual leave and pensions. 

They receive no sick pay for 
the first three days of illness 
and then only £18.85 per day 
following. 

And they receive 2 percent 
employer pension contribution  
compared to the 16 percent 
offered to trust employees. 
They have no place to change 
into uniforms and many 
workers feel that they are 
subject to “harsh and unfair 
disciplinary procedures.” 

They are requesting a 
review into management styles 
at the hospital. 
lJoin the picket on 13 January 
from 7am at Blackshaw Road, 
Tooting, SW17 0QT 

nCLEANERS, porters and 
caterers from St Mary’s 
hospital in west London 
are set to walk out 
indefinitely in February.

Negotiations with trust 
bosses continue over 
improvements in pay, 
conditions and an end to 
outsourcing. 

They workers are members 
of the United Voices of the 
World (UVW) union. They are 
outsourced to Sodexo. 

They currently make some 
£10,000 less a year than 
similar NHS staff. 

Waves of previous strike 
action forced management to 
agree an end to the contract 
with Sodexo this year. 

Managers have said that 
they will employ staff under 
NHS terms. But workers insist 
they will not cease action 
until a deal is finalised.

Plan for 15-day strike by guards to 
secure justice at Tooting hospital trust 
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 CRUSH TORIES
 WITH INDYREF2
by BOB FOTHERINGHAM

HUGE NUMBERS of peo-
ple were expected to march 
in Glasgow this Saturday 
d e m a n d i n g  a n o t h e r 
 referendum on Scottish 
independence.

The issue has the capac-
ity to be a major problem for 
Boris Johnson. 

The Scottish National 
Party (SNP) took 45  percent 
of the vote in Scotland and 48 
of the 59 seats at last month’s 
general election.

For many people the issue 
of independence has been 
fused with outrage at the 
Tories and the thirst for an 
alternative to war, austerity 
and climate inaction.

Scottish first minister 
Nicola Sturgeon’s strategy is 
to argue that the SNP now 
has a democratic mandate to 
call for a second vote. 

Instead of seeking to 
 mobilise a movement on 
the streets to challenge Tory 
intransigence, Sturgeon 
hopes to use the British courts 
as a way of forcing Johnson’s 
government to agree. 

However, newly-elected 
SNP MP and former Scottish 

justice secretary Kenny 
MacAskill has written, “The 
likelihood of a referendum 
in the short-term is slim. 
Indeed, more likely, nil.”

He also argued for the 
broadest possible unity on 
the left in Scotland to oppose 
Johnson and the new Tory 
government. 

MacAskil l  said there 
should be marches and 
hinted at civil disobedience 
of the sort seen against the 
poll tax in the 1980s.

Support for Scottish inde-
pendence cannot be divorced 
from opposition to the Tories 
and the left should demand a 
second referendum. 

However, it is also impor-
tant that socialists in Scotland 
should not be constrained by 
a strategy that depends ulti-
mately on the agreement by a 
Tory government to indyref2. 

Disaster
For the Scottish Labour Party 
the result of election was an 
even bigger disaster than for 
the party in the rest of Britain. 

They secured only one seat 
and took a paltry 19 percent 
of the vote. 

In the wake of this, MP 
Paul Sweeney and MSPs 

Monica Lennon and Neil 
Findlay have argued that for 
Labour in Scotland to win 
back support they need to 
promote a new referendum.

The election result has 
led to up to 200 members of 
the Labour Party signing an 
open letter under the title 
“Scottish Labour for Radical 
Democracy”. 

I t  cal ls  for  “radical 
 self-determination” and 
an “escalating strategy of 
noncooperation and civil 

disobedience against the 
government, pursued at 
all possible levels”. The 
 message that Labour needs 
to support another vote on 
independence was further 
reinforced by the secretary 
of the Scottish Trade Union 
Congress, Grahame Smith.

Separation
However, this does not mean 
that Labour members in 
Scotland necessarily support 
independence. 

Some say there has to be 
a referendum but make clear 
they would vote to remain 
part of the British state. 

O t h e r s  w a n t  m o r e  
decision-making powers for 
Scotland that fall short of 
separation. 

Bob Thomson, former 
chair of Scottish Labour, told 
Socialist Worker, “In 2014 
I was active in Labour for 
Independence, but this was 
because there was not a third 
question on devo-max which 
I argued for. 

“My position is that I would 
support a confederal Britain 
with all matters devolved 
to individual nations unless 
expressly agreed and any 
major issues having to be 

agreed unanimously by all 
nations.” Neil Mackay one of 
the main organisers of the All 
Under One Banner (AUOB) 
movement in Scotland said, 
“It is good that people in the 
Labour Party in Scotland 
are calling for indyref2. The 
more the better. 

“But this is not enough, they 
need to go all the way and 
form a new party in Scotland.

“It would be great to 
see Labour Supporters for 
Independence on an AUOB 
demo with their banners.

“The past is gone. What 
happens now is  more 
important.”

Mackay argues that the 
SNP need to deliver, saying, 
“We need to hold them to 
account. I am well up for civil 
disobedience”.

There needs to be  concrete 
action to oppose the Tories, 
demand the SNP stop 
implementing austerity and 
support the  democratic right 
of the people of Scotland to 
decide their own future.

March for Independence—
#Indyref2020, Saturday 11 
January, 11am. Assemble 
Kelvingrove Park, Glasgow 
G3 6BY. Called by All Under 
One Banner

ON THE 40,000-strong demo in Glasgow in November

Depending on 
the Tories 
agreeing to a 
vote limits our 
strategy”

‘‘ 

BIG NUMBERS gathered in Glasgow to defy Boris Johnson in the wake of his election victory. The same spirit is needed for the independence fight Pictures: Andrew McGowAn
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