
 REFUGEES SLAM NEW TORY RULES

BORIS JOHNSON has 
started as he means to go 
on—with cruel racism.

Tory MPs last week voted 
down an attempt to guarantee 
the right of unaccompanied 
child refugees to be reunited 
with family living in Britain.

The pledge was in a previous 
version of the Brexit bill, but 
was removed after the election.

More obstacles to refugees 
will force them into 
more desperate 
methods.

That means 
m o r e 
 c h i l d r e n 
will die.
 >>Page 3

JOHNSON HAS blood on his hands

RAGE AGAINST RACISM l SAT 21 MARCH 
DEMONSTRATIONS IN LONDON & GLASGOW Go to standup

toracism.org.uk

ROTTEN ROYALS
REGROUP Even prince wants out 

of this vicious gang 
>>Page 2

As fires rage across the 
country, some are rolling in 

coal cash  >>Pages 10&11

HOW THE RICH LET 
 AUSTRALIA BURN
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LABOUR

Leadership battle 
marks a clear 
lurch to the right
LABOUR MPS have decided 
the best candidate to take 
on the Tories as party 
leader is a right winger.

Remain-loving sir Keir 
Starmer QC won the most 
nominations.

And none of the candidates 
is prepared to resist slurs of 
antisemitism and stand with 
the Palestinians.
>>Pages 5&7

FRANCE

Government 
manoeuvres fail 
to stop strikes
MASS STRIKES and 
protests continue in France 
despite moves from the 
government designed to 
get action called off.

Prime minister Edouard 
Philippe said he could 
withdraw a plan to raise the 
pension age. But it would 
only be temporary—and 
other attacks remain.
>>Page 8

IRAN

Tehran protests 
follow weeks of 
war threats
PROTESTS BURST out in 
Iran last Saturday after 
the regime admitted to 
accidentally shooting 
down a passenger plane. 

Thousands joined protests 
in Tehran. Decades of 
Western imperialism lie 
behind the latest crisis.
>>Pages 6, 14&15
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lWHEN THE queen first came 
to the throne she cut a nice 

deal with then prime minister 
Winston Churchill.  
    It means she is the only person 
in the country able to reclaim tax 
on dividends and interest from 
investments in British companies.  
    That has netted her 
over £1 billion.

 It’s Harryverderci as racist  
 royals regroup and rebrand
NOT SINCE the dark days of Diana 
has such a sense of dread and 
unhappiness surrounded the royal 
watchers of the British press.

Prince Charles jetted back from Oman 
where he was busy offering his condo-
lences to the country’s Sultan Haitham 
bin Tariq Al Said over the death of pre-
vious Sultan Qaboos bin Said who died 
aged 79 last Friday.

It is that much of a crisis.
The shooting party that takes place 

most weekends was forced to finish 
a day early so the preparations for a 
family meeting could take place. 

Philip, who is apparently still not 
dead, was brought back to the main 
house for the first time in months.

The cause of this was the shocking 
announcement that Prince Harry and 
his wife Meghan wanted to step back 
from Royal duties and be financially 
independent.

Since we pay their wages you think 
we would get a say about all this, but 
apparently not.

Bullied by the rest of the royals and 

the press, Harry and Meghan have 
reputedly had enough. 

Many an expert is available for rants. 
Piers Morgan is not against the couple 

because Harry is suing the Mirror over 
phone hacking when Morgan edited the 
paper. 

Nor is the The Daily Mail shaping its 
coverage because it is being sued by 
Meghan for  printing a private letter she 

wrote to her father. 
When Harry wore a Nazi uniform to 

a party, we were told by the press it was 
youthful indiscretion.

So when Harry called one army col-
league a “Paki” and another a “raghead” 
the press was also understanding. 

But then he marries a black woman 
and suddenly the press turn on him and 
his wife.

The mainstream media lap up the 
crumbs of gossip while they fan flames 
of prejudice.

The existence of the monarchy  
reinforces the view that the majority of 
people have to bow down and show def-
erence to our “betters”. 

The queen and the rest of her family 
stand at the top of a dung heap of privi-
leged and wealthy people.

The dysfunctional gang are going to 
try and rebrand again. 

The anachronism of a desultory  
collection of racists and child abusers  
bullying each other while talking about 
duty is one more reason why it should 
be abolished. 

l SUSSEX ROYAL, which the 
dream couple have been using 

on their Instagram account and on a 
website launched last week as they 
announced they were “stepping back” 
as senior royals, was registered with 
the patent office. As was “Sussex 
Royal the Foundation of the Duke 
and Duchess of Sussex”. This is so 
tat can be sold with their logo.

 Andrew’s secretary  
 gets a pay off to quit 
THE DUKE of York’s 
private secretary has 
reached a legal settlement 
with the royal household 
after his Buckingham 
Palace office was shut 
down following the 
disastrous interview 
about prince Andrew’s 
links to the sex offender 
Jeffrey Epstein.

Amanda Thirsk will 
receive tens of thousands 
of pounds after her 
employment in the 
household was ended. 

She was supportive of 
his decision to go ahead 
with the BBC Newsnight 
interview in November. 

During the interview 
the duke defended his 
friendship with Epstein, 
but failed to show 

sympathy for the victims. 
He denied that he had 

sex with one of the teenage 
victims, saying he had been 
at Pizza Express in Woking.

He later withdrew 
from royal duties.

His office was moved 
out of Buckingham Palace 
and Thirsk’s role ended. 

Fortunately she 
 will lead  
Pitch@Palace Global 
Ltd, a  scam   scheme 
set up by Andrew.

Duchess leaves firm 
that has lost millions 
THE DUCHESS of York 
who once took a wad of 
cash off Jeffrey Epstein 
has been dragged into 
another financial scandal 
after an entertainment 
company from which she 
resigned last month was 
accused of “potentially 
unlawful transactions”.

Gate Ventures may 
have been the subject 
of “misapplication of 
monies running into 
millions of pounds” 
its investors claim. 

Gate Ventures had its 
shares withdrawn from 
trading on London’s junior 
stock market five years 
ago. It suffered a near 
£10 million loss in 2018.

Zheng Yongxiong, 

who is owed £2.5 
million by the company, 
claims that “serious 
concerns regarding 
the directors’ conduct” 
mean that administrators 
should be appointed.

Counsel said at a  
pre-trial hearing that 
Ginger & Moss, a tea 
company founded by 
the duchess, received 
£232,000 in loans from 
Gate Ventures and 
accounts suggested 
there was “none left”. 
The trial is due to 
be held in March.

Who would live 
in a house like 
this?
THE ROYAL family has 
refused to name the 
person who loaned 
Harry and Meghan their 
Canadian mansion.

The duke and duchess 
of Sussex’s decision to 
relocate was made after 
spending Christmas and 
New Year at Mille Fleurs, 
a £10.5 million seafront 
home on Vancouver 
Island.

The identity of 
property owners is kept 
private by a complicated 
agreement soon to be 
outlawed because it could 
be exploited by people 
seeking to launder money. 

All 27 properties in the 
development are owned by 
Towner Bay Country Club. 
Buyers do not buy houses 
directly, paying instead for 
shares in the club.
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Meghan and Harry 

Friends in US 
can be taxing
HARRY AND Meghan 
should consider 
establishing a US-based 
“friends of” charity.

The Prince of Wales and 
the Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge created 
“friends of” organisations 
for their charitable 
foundations.

If a charity is based in 
Britain, US donors are not 
able to enjoy the perk of 
claiming US tax relief on 
any money they give. 

US “friends of” 
organisations make the 
problem go away.

Tax records show that 
the US branch of the 
Prince of Wales’s charity 
raised $8.4 million in 
the past year, while the 
Cambridges’ American 
affiliate, which is based 
in New York, raised 
$740,000.

GOING UP
HARRY’S MAIN source 
of income is via his 
father from the Duchy 
of Cornwall. It is a crown 
body and does not 
pay inheritance tax or 
corporation tax.  
    The duchy assets are 
worth more than £1 billion. 
Harry also received about 
£7 million from his  
great-grandmother, the 
Queen Mother.  
     Somehow there was no 
inheritance tax on that. 

‘Prince Andrew 
what an 
outstanding 
dumb fuck, 
“I don’t know 
who that young 
woman was, and I 
don’t sweat.” It’s 
ridiculous!’
Actor Brian Cox on the royal 
family

‘Where is the 
racism? You 
can’t just say it’s 
racism’
Piers Morgan accused Harry 
and Meghan of ‘holding the 
Queen to ransom’ and of 
‘literally breaking up the Royal 
family’

‘I’m not in that 
category at all 
where I believe 
there’s racism at 
all’
Home secretary Priti Patel 
agrees with Piers

‘I’ve never met 
her but I look at 
her and I think 
‘I don’t think 
I’d like you in 
real life.’ Awful, 
woke, weak, 
manipulative, 
spoilt’ 
Presenter Eamonn Holmes 
speaks for entitled rich white 
men everywhere

The duchess of YorkPrince Andrew

A mug



Billionaires get richer
THE WORLD’S 500 wealthiest 
people added £1,000 billion to 
their wealth last year. 

The gross haul boosted 
their collective wealth to over 
£5,000 billion. The Bloomberg 
Billionaires Index reported that 
the fat cats’ fortunes had 
risen by 25 percent over 
2018.

Leading the 2019 
gains was France’s 
Bernard Arnault, 
head of the world’s 
largest luxury‑goods 
company—LVMH 

The group’s products 
include Moet, Hennessy 
and Louis Vuitton. He 
added over £30 billion 

to his loot to become one of the 
world’s three centibillionaires—
those with a net worth of at least 
100 million dollars, or £77 billion.

Jeff Bezos is still the richest 
person in the world.

The Amazon founder held onto 
the top spot with an 
estimated net worth of 
over £100 billion.

He’s trailed closely by 
Microsoft founder Bill 
Gates, whose estimated 
worth is just under £100 
billion.

IN BRIEF
Rally resists 
racist grafitti
UP TO 100 anti-racists rallied 
against Islamophobia in 
south London on Friday of 
last week after racist graffiti 
was sprayed on a building 
opposite North Brixton 
Islamic Cultural Centre.

The protest was called by 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR).

Zeinab Mohammed, who 
goes to the mosque, said, 
“This is the direct result of 
what people hear on the 
telly. 

“When people hear the 
prime minister say these 
things, that person will think 
they can do anything they 
want to.”

Speakers included SUTR 
joint national convenor 
Weyman Bennett, Sheikh 
Baimba and representatives 
from the centre. 

Trade unionists brought 
banners from the NEU and 
Unison unions, and the 
Unison black workers’ group 
in Lambeth.

Turkish coast 
refugee deaths
ELEVEN refugees—including 
eight children—drowned off 
the western coast of Turkey 
last week.

Their boat sank between 
the Turkish resort of 
Cesme and the Greek 
island of Chios, which are 
15 kilometres apart. 

Thousands of refugees live 
in unsanitary conditions on 
the island awaiting to see 
if their asylum applications 
have been accepted.  

A deal between the 
European Union and Turkey, 
signed in 2015, makes it 
easier to deport refugees 
back to Turkey.

The number of refugees, 
mainly from Syria, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
taking the route has 
increased recently. 

New racist Tory rules will 
murder refugee children
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

A VICIOUS Tory attack could kill 
more child refugees as they try to 
make it to safety in Britain.

Boris Johnson has torn up a  
promise to protect the rights of 
unaccompanied child refugees after 
Britain fully leaves the European 
Union (EU) in December 2020. 

MPs backed the prime minister’s 
Brexit deal by 358 to 234 votes last 
week. And they defeated Labour peer 
Alf Dubs’ amendment that would 
have allowed some child refugees to 
join their families in Britain.

The move will force many more 
who should have the legal right to 
claim asylum in Britain to risk death. 

Hossein, a Kurdish Iranian refu-
gee who came to Britain aged 15 in 
2016, says there will “definitely be 
more deaths”. 

British and EU border rules forced 
Hossein to endure 15 hours in the 
back of a refrigerated lorry from 
Dunkirk to Leeds. “If I had been 
inside for five minutes more, I would 
have been dead,” he told Socialist 
Worker. 

“It was really cold, like -18 or -20 
degrees. As soon as I got in I could 
feel the freeze, but I couldn’t make 
a noise.”

Hossein said he and the 13 others 
weren’t detected by Calais border 
guards’ thermal imaging because it 
was so cold. 

Noise
“When we came to England we had 
to make a lot of noise, but the driver 
didn’t notice anything,” he said. “I 
could feel all my energy going away.”

Tory Brexit minister Robin Walker 
claimed, “This government is fully 
committed both to the principle of 
family reunion and to supporting 
the most vulnerable children. Our 
policy has not changed.” EU immigra-
tion policy is already harsh towards 

refugees. The EU’s Dublin Regulation 
forces refugees to apply for asylum 
in the first member state they reach, 
and allows other states to turn them 
away. Unaccompanied children who 
have family in another member state 
can get around it.

This already forces many under 
18—like Hossein—into the hands of 
people smugglers, onto overloaded 
boats and into the backs of refriger-
ated lorries. 

Some 12,248 child refugees were 
granted protection in Britain since 
2010, according to Home Office sta-
tistics. But charity Safe Passage last 
week pointed out that only around 
700 had come to Britain using official 

settlement schemes. Gamar, a refu-
gee who came to Britain in the back 
of a freezer lorry, fears the govern-
ment could try to undermine family 
reunion altogether. 

He told Socialist Worker the Home 
Office “made life difficult” as he 
waited for his asylum seeker status. 

“I had to wait seven months,” he 
said. “I was then allowed to apply 
for my children to come here under 
family reunion. 

“You still have to wait two or 
three months for family reunion, 
but they could come directly from 
Khartoum. I still have my twins, 
seven year old boys, in Sudan and 
want them to join me, but that could 

be harder.” Refugees are fleeing war,  
dictatorship, poverty and climate 
change. They should have the right to 
come to Britain safety—regardless of 
their age or whether they have family 
in the country already.

Stand Up To Racism has called 
demonstrations in London and 
Glasgow for Saturday 21 March. 
They are a key opportunity to take 
on the Tories’ racism and to build a 
movement that can force the govern-
ment to open Britain’s border.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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 1991
Operation Desert 
Storm begins
US-LED coalition forces 
started bombing Iraq on 
16 January 1991.

President George Bush 
saw Iraq as a threat to 
US control of oil in the 
Middle East. The first 
Gulf War saw US forces 
kill tens of thousands of 
surrendered Iraqi troops. 

A RALLY for the Dubs amendment to help child refugees in 2016 Picture:  Guy Smallman
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Children at 
risk because 
of care crisis 
THE CHILDREN’S Commissioner 
has warned that social care is “in 
crisis” after new figures showed 
the number of children in care has 
reached a ten-year high. 

Some 78,150 children were in 
care in England on 31 March 2019, 
according to data collected by the 
Local Government Association. 

It said it means there has been 
a 28 percent increase compared 
to the 60,900 children in care a 
decade ago. 

Anne Longfield, Children’s 
Commissioner for England, said, 
“The care system is in crisis, 
struggling to meet the needs of the 
most vulnerable children.

“The system has been too slow 
to respond to the changing nature 
of demand, particularly for older 
children which means we now have 
a chronic shortage of decent places 
for our most vulnerable children to 
live.”

She warned that many children 
were “living in sub-standard 
accommodation and at risk of 
criminal or sexual exploitation”.

Longfield also said many older 
children in particular were being 
placed in areas they do not know, 
being unsettled by often moving 
home and changing social worker. 
This can affect their performance 
at school. 

Care services have been pushed 
past breaking point by a Tory cuts 
to local government.

It will require a fight by unions 
and campaigners to get the funding 
they need. 

Nearly 100,000 patients 
made to wait for A&E
A RECORD-BREAKING number of 
patients have been forced to wait 
for more than an hour before 
being admitted from ambulances 
into accident and emergency 
(A&E) departments.

More than 80,000 patients 
in England had to wait with 
ambulance workers for at least 
half an hour during the last five 
weeks. 

And nearly 22,000 of those 
patients had to wait at least an 
hour.

These figures are the highest 
since records began in 2017-18, 
showing the scale of the crisis in 
the health service. 

The hospital with the worst 
figures was University Hospitals 
Birmingham NHS Trust with 
over 2,500 patients forced to 
wait for at least half an hour. 
Barking, Havering and Redbridge 
NHS Trust in east London had a 
similar figure.

These figures reflect increased 
admissions to A&E during winter 
months, partly due to patients 
with flu. 

But hospitals would be 

better able to cope if the health 
service wasn’t suffering after the 
previous decade of Tory cuts and 
privatisation. 

In England there is a shortage 
of 43,000 nurses alone.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

Patients have had to wait in ambulances

True horror 
of housing 
benefits in 
Tory Britain
Delays, errors and shortfalls leave 
tenants struggling to pay rent and 
facing eviction, reports Gabby Thorpe

HUNDREDS OF people are being 
driven into homelessness by 
errors in housing benefits appeals 
and overpayments.

A report released last week 
showed how councils’ failure to 
properly deal with review requests 
and process appeals is pushing 
people into rent arrears. 

The report  by  the  Local 
Government and Social Care 
Ombudsman (LCO) detai led 
 councils’ benefits errors.

In some cases councils had incor-
rectly calculated housing benefit, 
meaning that tenants were left in 
arrears of up to £1,500. 

In other cases, tenants’ appeals 
were turned down. And in one case 
an appeal request was accepted, but 
the council said it would “prioritise 
other cases” instead. 

The LCO found some unresolved 
appeals going back two years. 

Complaints
The ombudsman service said it had 
received 481 complaints. One inves-
tigation found a family with a disa-
bled child was evicted after Haringey 
council, in north London, told the 
landlord that they owed £8,000.  

In reality the council had 
 underpaid the housing benefit. 

The family was forced to stay 
with relatives while the mistake 

was corrected. The LCO suggested 
reviews into “problem areas”—
including improvement in handling 
appeal cases. 

Yet miscalculations and buried 
appeals aren’t the only problems 
blighting the lives for tenants on 
housing benefit. 

New figures published by hous-
ing charity Crisis show how hous-
ing benefit drastically fails to cover 
 tenants’ rents.

The Tories capped the amount 
a family could claim when they 
 introduced the Local Housing 
Allowance in 2016.

In east London, this means that 

BACK STORY
A decade of Tory rule has caused 
misery for ordinary people
lA new report has revealed how 
housing benefits claimants are 
being pushed into rent arrears by 
councils’ failures
lAnd a Tory cap on housing 
benefits payments means those 
who do get the benefit still 
struggle to pay the rent
lThe Tories’ re-election in 2019 
means more misery to come
lThat’s why we need to fight 
back

some families are facing a short-
fall of £228 each month. This is the 
equivalent of two and a half weeks’ 
worth of food shopping.

One person featured in Crisis’s 
report said, “I had to resign from 
work last year due to stress. 

Kicked
“Most of what I receive goes on 
rent and I am having to apply for 
Discretionary Housing Payments to 
keep my head above water. 

“It just feels like you are being 
kicked when you’re at your lowest.”

Another problem is the severe lack 
of landlords who will take tenants 

paying Local Housing Allowance. 
And the decreasing amount of  

social housing means that many are 
forced into bed and breakfasts for 
months on end. 

One woman facing eviction said, 
“Even if I could find a private land-
lord willing to accept Local Housing 
Allowance I cannot find a property 
at such low rent. 

“The council will provide me with 
bed and breakfast accommodation 
after I am evicted at a cost greater 
than my current rent—it makes no 
sense.”

The cap is set to end in April. 
But with Universal Credit being 

rolled out everywhere in July, more 
people are set to feel the effects of 
insufficient housing support. 

Benefits are meant to pre-
vent people from situations like 
 homelessness and hunger. 

But Tory rule means that more 
people receiving housing benefit are 
in poverty. 

We need to fight for more social 
housing and cover the cost of rent 
for those in need.

On other pages...
Scottish independence marchers 
demand end to Tory rule>>Page 7

EVICTIONS AND homelessness—the misery of Tory Britain

FIGURE IT OUT
 64  pounds—the amount 

of money a week that 
more than 3,000 
families in Scotland 
have lost due to Tory 
benefit cuts 

 74  million pounds—the 
total amount of rent 
arrears on council 
properties as of March 
2019

 9  million pounds—the 
amount rent arrears 
have increased by 
since March 2018

Cap costs poor thousands
THOUSANDS of 
Scotland’s poorest 
families are £64 
a week worse off 
because of the Tory 
government’s housing 
benefit cap.  

Some 3,320 
Scottish households 
had their benefit 
capped from May of 
last year.

This saw them 
worse off on average 
by £3,328 a year, 
or £64 a week, 

according to Scottish 
government figures. 

The cap was 
introduced by the 

Tories in 2015 and 
sets a limit of £384.62 
a week for couples 
and  single-parent 
households in 
Scotland.

The report found 
the cap added to the 
misery created by the 
Tories’ hated Universal 
Credit (UC) benefit.

The number of 
people in rent arrears 
has increased in 
Scotland since UC was 
rolled out.

Universal Credit is hated

Housing benefit cuts leave tenants struggling

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

LABOUR HOPEFULS UNITE 
TO BETRAY PALESTINIANS

 A
WITCHHUNT in the 
Labour Party is about 
to begin in earnest on a 
mass scale. 

All the leadership 
candidates have signed up to a 
promise that severely restricts 
solidarity with Palestinians—
and lays the ground for mass 
expulsions.

The Board of Deputies of 
British Jews demanded that all 
Labour’s leadership candidates sign 
up to ten pledges to end what it 
calls Labour’s “antisemitism crisis”.

Though the board presents 
itself as representative of all Jews 
in Britain, it reflects only one 
conservative strand of opinion 
among Jewish people. And central 
to its demands is a definition of 
antisemitism that rules out calling 
Israel a racist state.

In 2018 Labour was bullied 
into adopting the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
definition of antisemitism “with 
all its examples”. This says it is 
antisemitic to describe Israel as a 
“racist endeavour”.

Supporters of the definition 
say this doesn’t stop people from 
supporting Palestinians. But it 
definitely stops Palestinians from 
describing their mass expulsion 

from what is now Israel as ethnic 
cleansing. It means they now can’t 
explain their history of oppression 
as the action of a racist Israeli 
state.

The point is to make all but 
the mildest criticisms of Israel 
suspect—in doing so tarnishing 
left wingers who support the 
Palestinians.

Among other demands, the 
board wants Labour to engage 
with the Jewish community “via its 
main representative groups, and 
not by fringe organisations and 
individuals”. 

This means Jewish organisations 
who don’t support Zionism—the 
ideology that supports Israel’s 
racism—are out of bounds. It 

also wants regular updates on all 
investigations into accusations of 
antisemitism.  

And it demands training on 
antisemitism to be led by the 
Jewish Labour Movement—which 
says its aim is to “promote the 
centrality of Israel in Jewish life”.

Most ominously, the board 
wants anyone in Labour who 
supports a member suspended 
or expelled under this definition 
of antisemitism to themselves be 
expelled.

It should be extraordinary 
that any Labour leader would 
agree to such demands. But that’s 
what every candidate has done—
including the left’s candidate, 
Rebecca Long-Bailey.

At every turn, sections of the 
Labour left have thought that 
if they concede to the right’s 
arguments over antisemitism, the 
crisis would end.

Instead, it has led to a situation 
where a supposedly left wing 
potential leader could oversee 
mass expulsions of her own 
supporters. 

That’s a betrayal not just of 
left wing Labour Party members, 
but everyone who supports the 
Palestinians. Worse—it’s a betrayal 
of the Palestinians themselves.

REBEL AGAINST PREVENT
 T HE STATE is so worried 

about Extinction Rebellion 
(XR) it has included the 

direct action group in its Prevent 
strategy.

The November 2019 
“safeguarding document” from 
the Counter Terrorism Policing 
South East also lists school climate 
strikers. 

An earlier version of the 
document—reported in Socialist 
Worker in September 2019—
included XR, the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament and groups 

such as Stand Up To Racism, Unite 
Against Fascism and the Socialist 
Workers Party.

The “Prevent duty” means that 
public sector workers, such as 
teachers, have to report people 
who “may be vulnerable to being 
drawn into extremism”.  

XR is threatening legal action to 
remove its name from the briefing.

Lawyer Jules Carey called the 
group’s inclusion “clearly unlawful”. 
“It is extraordinary that Counter 
Terrorism Policing South East 
have added Extinction Rebellion 

to the list of terrorist groups and 
extremist organisations that the 
Prevent strategy was set up to 
deal with,” he said.

But while Prevent’s remit may 
include environmental activists and 
socialists, its primary aim is to spy 
on Muslims. Meanwhile a long-
awaited review of Prevent is being 
delayed again as its chair, Lord 
Carlile, was forced to step down 
because of allegations of bias.

The problem with Prevent isn’t 
just that XR has been added to 
it—but that Prevent exists at all. 

Sections of the 
left thought that 
conceding to the 
right would make 
the crisis end 

‘‘ 

CAN NON-VIOLENCE  
SAVE THE PLANET?
lMartin Empson on non-violence lJoseph Choonara on the global 
uprisingslEllen Clifford and Mark Dunk on Universal Basic Income

The latest issue of International Socialism journal is out now

£5             To order Phone 020 7840 5640 email isj@swp.org.uk or www.isj.org.uk      
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

Why Donald Trump 
can’t win in Iran 
IT’S CLEAR who the losers were in the confrontation 
between the United States and Iran. 

They include General Qassem Soleimani and the 
passengers and crew of the Ukranian plane shot down by 
jumpy Iranian Revolutionary Guards. 

But who’s the winner? 
Donald Trump thinks he is. His apologists see him 

following Richard Nixon, US president in 1969-74. Nixon 
encouraged hostile states to believe that he was irrational 
enough to use nuclear weapons as a way of pushing them to 
make concessions.

Trump may have scared the living daylights out of 
everyone by first having Soleimani assassinated and then 
threatening a “disproportionate” response if the Islamic 
Republican regime in Iran retaliated—but it worked.

Iran reacted cautiously, merely targeting some empty 
buildings on Iraqi airbases used by the US military.

There may be some limited truth to this in the short term.  
But time is not on the side of the US.

The Economist magazine put it nicely. It said, “Both 
Barack Obama and Trump realised that turmoil in the 
Middle East consumes American resources and attention 
that would be better focused on Asia.

“Obama tried to negotiate his way out of the region and 
failed. Trump is trying to bully his way out instead.”

So while Obama signed a nuclear deal with Iran, Trump 
has pursued a policy of “maximum pressure”, tightening 
economic sanctions. 

The Iranian regime responded through a series of attacks 
designed to demonstrate its ability to damage the US and its 
allies in the Middle East. The most important of these was 
the bombardment by cruise missiles and drones of important 
Saudi oil facilities last September. 

This scared the Saudi royal family into seeking to calm 
the growing confrontation they have been having with Iran 
these past few years. Soleimani was apparently on his way to 
Saudi Arabia when he was murdered. 

One reason for this thaw was Trump’s failure to react to 
the September attacks. No longer able to rely on US backing, 
the Saudis must have felt they had no choice but to come to 
terms with Iran.

The current crisis doesn’t really change the underlying 
balance of forces. Trump had Soleimani murdered because 
a US mercenary was killed by a missile fired by a pro-Iranian 
militia in Iraq.

Memories 
He seems obsessed by memories of the US embassy siege in 
Iran in 1980 and the killing of the US ambassador to Libya in 
2012.

The cautious Iranian reaction reflects the regime’s 
determination to avoid an all-out war with the US. But they 
can play for time.

Far from abandoning their long-term objective of driving 
the US and other Western powers out of the Middle East, 
they are reaffirming it. 

Soleimani is credited with pressuring Iraqi politicians 
to end the US occupation of Iraq in 2011. The 2014 Isis 
offensive in Iraq led to the return of US forces.

But now the Iraqi parliament has voted for them to go. 
The Iranians will push for this resolution to be implemented. 
Both Obama and Trump wanted to reduce US military 
commitments in the Middle East in order to concentrate on 
the challenge from China. That challenge hasn’t gone away.

On the contrary, China recently conducted a joint naval 
exercise with Russia and Iran in the straits of Hormuz, one of 
the most important oil and gas routes in the world.

But Trump, like Obama before him, is being dragged back 
into the Middle East quagmire. There are 14,000 more US 
troops in the region than there were last May, with another 
3,500 paratroopers on the way to Kuwait.

The Economist predicts that, like Obama, Trump “is likely 
to fail, too—because his strategy towards the regime in 
Iran depends on the US being present in the Middle East to 
contain Iran and maintain deterrence”.

He is trying to get the Europeans to dump the nuclear deal 
and intensify sanctions against Iran, but even Boris Johnson 
isn’t keen. The US can’t get out of the Middle East, but it 
can’t win there either.

Iranians take to the streets 
after week of war threats
by NICK CLARK 

PROTESTS BURST out in 
Iran last Saturday after the 
regime admitted to acci-
dentally shooting down a 
passenger plane.

Thousands of people—
mostly students—joined 
demonstrations in capital 
city Tehran. They confronted 
riot police on motorbikes, 
denouncing cops and politi-
cians as “dishonourable”.

Protests came after the 
g o v e r n m e n t  a d m i t t e d  
accidentally shooting down 
an Ukranian passenger plane 
killing 176 people, most of 
them Iranian.

The regime at first denied 
responsibility, but later 
admitted the plane was hit 
by an Iranian anti-aircraft 
missile. 

Earlier that evening Iran 
had launched missile strikes 
on US air bases in Iraq in 
retaliation for the assassina-
tion of top general Qassem 
Soleimani.

Struck
A statement from the Iranian 
military said it struck the 
 aircraft, mistaking it for a US 
missile or warplane.

The announcement didn’t 
just anger protesters. Two 
state TV hosts resigned in 
protest over false reporting 
over the incident. 

And some Iranian news-
papers ran front-page head-
lines that read, “Ashamed” 

a n d  “ U n b e l i e v a b l e ” .  
US president Donald Trump 
also claimed to support the 
protests in Iran.

But there is  r ightly 
 widespread hatred and mis-
trust of the US among Iranian 
people. Claims by Trump to 
support the protests risks dis-
crediting them or pushing 
people to side with the regime.

Economic  s anc t i on s 
imposed on Iran by Donald 
Trump have caused pov-
erty and hardship—includ-
ing a shortage of life-saving  
medicines—for ordinary 
people. Trump’s “Muslim 

travel ban” in 2016 was also 
designed to stop ordinary 
Iranians from entering the US. 

So it’s not surprising that 
hundreds of thousands of 
people took to the streets to 
mourn Soleimani last week, 
in a show of bitter anger at 
the US.

Yet Iranian people have 
also shown they’re capable 
of resisting their own rulers 
 independently of the West.

Late last year hundreds 
of thousands of people 
 protested against a drastic 
fuel price increase designed 
to make the poor pay for Iran’s 

financial crisis. They were 
met with brutal  repression 
that killed hundreds.

In early 2018 a mass 
 protest movement against 
poverty, corruption and 
unemployment swept Iran. 

And there have also been 
sustained strike waves, par-
ticularly by oil tanker drivers 
and teachers. 

Protests 
The latest protests are 
smaller than both recent 
movements and the turnout 
for Solemani’s funeral. But 
they show it is still possible 
for Iranians to challenge their 
own rulers without necessar-
ily siding with the US.

A statement from  students 
at Tehran’s Amir Kabir 
University—at the centre of 
the protests—said, “The US’s 
presence in the Middle East 
has meant nothing but the 
 proliferation of chaos.

“But we are well aware 
that US adventures in the 
region should not become 
an excuse to justify domestic 
repression.

“The only way out of the 
current crisis is to return to 
the people’s politics. A poli-
tics that will not justify arro-
gance for fear of tyranny and 
in the name of resistance 
against imperialism will not 
legitimise tyranny.”

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Say no to war in Iran     
THOUSANDS OF people 
marched in central 
London, and hundreds 
protested in other towns 
and cities, last Saturday 
against war with Iran.

Some 2,000 people 
joined the march in 
London called 
by the Stop the 
War coalition. 

Around 
200 people 
protested in 
Liverpool. 

Rallies 
were also 
held in 
Chesterfield, 
Harrogate, 
Manchester, 

Sheffield and Bristol. 
One marcher, Joey, 

said, “For Iranian 
people, war would 
mean thousands of 
people dying. 

“No one should 
support this war.”

Another protester, 
Ellie, said war 
would mean 

“needless 
bloodshed.” 

“But we 
can make a 
difference 
by standing 
together,” 
she said.

Longer online at  
bit.ly/IranJan2020

A protester 

ANTI-WAR protesters in London (see story in box below)   Picture: Guy Smallman
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Labour 
leadership 
battle lurch 
to the right
The five candidates in the running 
are all a break from Corbynism, 
argues Nick Clark 
LABOUR MPs have decided 
overwhelmingly that the best 
candidate to take on the Tories 
as party leader is right wing, 
Remain-loving knight com-
mander of the order of the bath 
(below) sir Keir Starmer QC.

Starmer—who under Jeremy 
Corbyn fought for a second 
European Union referendum 
and said he would campaign to 
Remain—won the most nomina-
tions from Labour MPs.

This is despite the fact that 
Labour lost the 2019 general elec-
tion because many working class 
Leave voters thought it would 
 overturn the Brexit vote.

The other candidates who won 
enough nominations from MPs were 
Rebecca Long-Bailey, Lisa Nandy, 
Emily Thornberry and Jess Phillips. 

Starmer appealed for the support 
of left wing party members by trying 
to present himself as the person 
able to deliver “radical values” of 
Labour under Corbyn.

Yet his pitch to the right is based 
on his promise to “rebuild trust” 
with working class people.

And though Starmer hasn’t  
actually said what his changes 
would be, it’s sure to mean dragging 
Labour back to the right.

While Corbyn was leader, 
Starmer resigned from the shadow 
cabinet in a bid to force him to quit, 
and backed right wing challenger 
Owen Smith for leader.

As director of public prosecutions 
in 2013 he increased the maximum 
sentence for benefit fraud to ten 
years. 

Nandy, Phillips and Thornberry 

also talk about making Labour 
 relevant to people outside of 
London. Neither of them have said 
what this means either.

But Phillips wants policies that 
are “financially credible”—a tacit 
rejection of Corbyn’s  anti-austerity 
politics. And Nandy has said she 
would drop some of Labour’s more 
ambitious policies, which she 
 counterposes to issues such as local 
bus services.

Closest
The left’s candidate Long-Bailey 
promises to stay closest to the poli-
cies of Labour’s left wing 2019 man-
ifesto. But even the left believe they 
need to move to the right to stay in 
charge, keep the party together and 
win an election.

Long-Bailey wants Angela Rayner 
to be elected deputy leader rather 
than Richard Burgon or Dawn 
Butler who are more closely linked 
to Corbyn. She persuaded the 
leadership of Labour left group 
Momentum to back Rayner.

In a letter to Momentum’s lead-
ing members she said backing 
Rayner over a left wing candidate 
would protect them from attacks 
from the right. 

Candidates now need to win the 
backing of two Labour-affiliated 
trade unions and one affiliated 
society, or five percent of constitu-
ency parties. There will then be a 
ballot of party members and sup-
porters running from 21 February 
to 2 April.

Whoever wins, the election will 
be a long-drawn out traipse towards 
a more right wing leadership.

BACK STORY
The Tories are refusing to grant 
permission for another Scottish 
independence vote
lThe Scottish National Party 
(SNP) took 48 of Scotland’s 
59 seats at the general election
lFirst minister Nicola Sturgeon 
wants another referendum
lBut the Tories won’t grant one 
for fear it might be successful
lSturgeon won’t launch the 
militant action needed to 
overcome Boris Johnson

AROUND 80,000 braved torrential rain to march Picture: Andrew McGowAn

Glasgow protesters demand Scottish 
independence and end to Tory rule
TENS OF thousands of people 
marched through Glasgow last 
Saturday in support of Scottish 
independence, despite torrential 
rain

Organisers All Under One 
Banner (AUOB) said that 80,000 
took part. Others who had pledged 
to be there were stopped by 
transport disruption due to floods.

The size and spirit of the march 
underline that there is a growing 
movement to challenge Boris 
Johnson’s refusal to grant another 
independence referendum.

The march was overwhelmingly 
made up of working class people. 
For many a central reason for 
independence is to leave a British 
state that seems to be dominated 
by right wing politicians and rule 
by the rich.

The two most popular chants 
among marchers were “What do 
we want? Independence!” and 
“Boris, Boris, Boris, Out, Out, Out!”

Margaret Rennie, a marcher 
from Inverclyde, told Socialist 
Worker, “The election just 
confirmed it for me. We need to 
get away from being trapped in 
a country that doesn’t respect us 
and has very different views about 
society to most of us in Scotland. 

We shouldn’t have to beg for the 
right to decide our future. The Yes 
to independence party won, so it’s 
time for us to have that vote.”

Mohamed Asif said, “As the US 
and Britain contemplate another 
illegal war, this time in Iran, 
Scotland has to part company from 
the imperialist British state. And 
the time to do that is now.”

Keir McKechnie, chief steward 
for AUOB, told Socialist Worker, 
“The 80,000 on the march 
represent many more. After the 
election of Johnson this movement 
is serving notice that we are 

not asking for indyref2, we are 
demanding that it happen this 
year.

“We are not going to put 
up with another five years of 
Tory austerity and a hostile 
environment towards refugees and 
migrants.”

He added, “If we don’t get 
indyref2 we need to make Scotland 
ungovernable.”

The Labour Party, reduced to just 
one seat in Scotland at the election, 
is belatedly reconsidering its 
outright opposition to independence 
and another referendum.

Scottish Labour leader Richard 
Leonard proposed that Labour backs 
a federal Britain with enhanced 
powers for the Scottish parliament. 

Such an option, usually called 
“devo-max”, is another fudge to 
avoid independence. But in any 
case Labour’s Scottish executive 
rejected his plan.

The battle for independence 
continues. But opposition to the 
Tories cannot be narrowed just to 
independence.

The struggles over austerity, 
racism and climate change needed 
in the rest of Britain are just as 
urgent in Scotland.
Charlie KimberKnight commander of the order of the bath
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 Workers in  
 France hold  
 ‘beautiful’  
 mass strike
Union members are holding real 
debates how to take their movement 
forward, says Charlie Kimber

MASS STRIKES and protests 
continued in France this week 
despite new moves from the gov-
ernment designed to lure union 
leaders into calling off the action.

Prime minister Edouard Philippe 
said he was willing to withdraw a 
proposal that would raise the age 
at which workers can claim their  
pension from 62 to 64.

But he made clear this was 
only temporary. And there was no 
movement on other crucial areas 
of the assault decreed by president 
Emmanuel Macron.

The government still wants 
£10.2 billion cuts in pension 
 spending and a system that will 
mean most people working longer 
and get less.

Leaders of the CFDT union 
f e d e r a t i o n  w e l c o m e d  t h e 
announcement. However, the CGT 
called the proposal “a smokescreen” 
and said it was “more determined 
than ever” to stop all the changes.

Indefinite strikes that began on  
5 December on the national rail-
ways and the RATP Paris public 
transport system continue.

The fourth national day of strikes 
and demonstrations on Thursday of 
last week saw massive support.

According to union figures, 
370,000 people marched in Paris—
up by 20,000 from the last day of 
national action on 17 December. 

Flashballs
There was more police harass-
ment than on previous pension  
demonstrations. Cops fired tear gas, 
rubber bullets and “flashballs”.

In Marseille 220,000 people took 
part and big marches also took place 
in many other towns and cities.

Those on the streets included 
striking rail and public transport 
workers, refinery, hospital and civil 
service workers, dockers, teachers, 
firefighters, barristers, Yellow Vests 
and more.

“There were new people on strike 
and new people marching,” teacher 
Agatha told Socialist Worker from 
Marseille. “In my school almost all 
the teachers struck.

“This has to be the future—
more people on strike and not just 
for one day. In Marseille there is 
a battle over whether we are out 
indefinitely or just for a day here 
and a day there. We need a general 
strike.”

A further day of demonstrations 
last Saturday saw half a million 
workers and Yellow Vests march. 

The unions announced new days 
of action with broader strikes and 
protests for three days this week. 

There is a real debate about how 
to take the movement forward. 

The revolutionaries of the A2C 
Autonomie de Classe group wrote, 
“The strike is beautiful. Beautiful as 
ministers, depressed deputies and 
editors who stammer and stutter 
before the force of the movement.

“Macron’s world is a human rela-
tions department surrounded by 
riot police lines. It is this world that 
we must destroy to gain what we 
want—everything.”

The danger is that union leaders 
will allow strikers to be isolated. But 
there are some rank and file initia-
tives trying to wrest control of the 
strike from the union leaders.

The socialist NPA party said, “This 
government will not give in easily. 
Let’s accelerate the pace by building a 
continuous strike in new parts of the 
public sector and private companies.”
For more on the strikes go to  
bit.ly/France0120

BACK STORY
Unions in France are fighting 
plans to trash workers’ pensions
lPresident Emmanuel Macron 
wants to make people work 
longer and get less in pensions
lIndefinite strikes on national 
railways and Paris’s transport 
system began last month
lThe strength of the action 
forced prime minister Edouard 
Philippe to pledge a retreat
lBut the move is not enough, 
and unions should escalate their 
action to stop the attacks

 New coalition government marks a  
 shift to the right for Podemos group
by SARAH BATES

A NEW coalition government in 
Spain is vowing to create “a Spain 
of moderation and not a Spain of 
tension”.

The coalition boasts a cabinet 
made up of the Labour-type PSOE 
party, once-radical group Podemos 
and the Communist-led United 
Left. It has been formed after a 
long period of negotiations.

Catalan independence is part of 
the backdrop to Spain’s political 
turmoil. 

It is still a hugely mobilising 
issue as some 350,000 marched for 
Catalan independence in October 
2019. 

Alliance
Prime minister Pedro Sanchez and 
his alliance won a parliamentary 
vote by 167 to 165 to form the 
government last week. 

Some 18 MPs from the 
pro-Catalan parties abstained. 

Spain’s politicians have engaged 
in months of mudslinging, as the 
parties struggled to build support 
following an election result that 
delivered no clear mandate.  

Sanchez said he wants “a Spain 
that builds bridges of collaboration 
and not a Spain of vetoes and 
ruptures”. “We’ve had enough of 
those over the past few years,” he 
said.

The deal represents a further 
shift to the right for Podemos. 

It entered the parliament in 
2014 on a wave of promises 
about tackling the elites, reducing 
poverty and clamping down on tax 
avoiders.

MPs have been engaged in 
negotiations since November’s 
general election—which saw far 

right party Vox more than double 
its seats to 52 and snatch  
15 percent of the vote. 

The PSOE-led government 
will implement cuts and has not 
promised self-determination for 
Catalonia.

Deficit
Mireja Vehi, an MP for the 
anti-capitalist, pro-Catalan 
independence CUP, said the 
coalition would mean “a fiscal 
policy that guarantees budgetary 
stability and deficit reduction”. 

She called those supporting the 
deal, “naive or deceiving”, and 
said the government wouldn’t 
tackle repression, attacks on 
human rights, the climate crisis or 
sexism.

Although the manoeuvres inside 
parliament matter, the movement 
on the street is the key factor. 

The priority for everyone in 
Spain has to be strengthening the 
battles that will improve the lives 
of ordinary people. 

This means building the fight 
against the rise of the far right, 
stopping austerity and for Catalan 
self-determination.

WORKERS IN France have 
been part of an indefinite 
strike since last month. They 
are taking part in three days of 
action this week in their battle 
to stop president Emmanuel 
Macron’s attacks on pensions 
 Pictures: Force ouvriere/Flickr

SPAIN

Spain’s prime minister Pedro Sanchez
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Sign petition 
on BBC bias
A PETITION is 
demanding a full public 
inquiry into the BBC’s 
coverage of the 2019 
general election. 

The petition asks for 
an inquiry to “ascertain 
the truth about grave 
accusations” of 
anti‑Labour bias.

If Socialist Worker 
readers could sign the 
petition and share the 
link (chng.it/jYMyjcms), 
it will reduce the 
possibility of similar bias 
at subsequent elections.

Dr Richard House
Stroud

On Packham  
and population
THE MOST mis‑informed 
& dangerously inaccurate 
slice of propaganda 
for a while (Don’t buy 
Chris Packham’s view of 
overpopulation, Socialist 
Worker, 8 January). 

Shame, because we 
share some views on 
capitalism but if you 
imply I’m racist again I’ll 
sue you if I can.

@ChrisGPackham
On Twitter

lLET’S HOPE he’s 
correct. The demise or 
drastic reduction of the 
human race would be the 
best thing for this planet.

@RavenArts2
On Twitter

lTHERE SHOULD be 
more encouragement for 
people to have less or no 
children.

@sarahcrowsnest
On Twitter

lTHE “population 
bomb” is a Malthusian 
ideology not an objective 
fact. The producers of 
emissions are in the 
global north, the victims 
are in the global south. 

Capitalism knows 
no bounds, the desire 
for accumulation is 
endless. The solution is 
to prioritise the common 
good.

@mjw0212
On twitter

lI AGREE with 
the article. No to 
#climatecapitalism. 

No to eugenic 
population control 
and reduction of the 
developing world. 

@jonstern100
On Twitter

lDANNY Dorling does 
a great job of explaining 
with evidence why 
population decline is 
much more likely than 
overpopulation.

@podusted
On Twitter

Just a 
thought...

Nigel Farage in Barnsley 

 Brexit Party---a warning from Barnsley
SOCIALIST Worker’s 
coverage of the election 
was very important in 
flagging up the challenges 
we face when organising 
against Boris Johnson and 
his large majority. 

The analysis pointed 
out that in a small 
number of areas the 
Brexit Party made 
significant gains. 

Barnsley was one such 
area. 

In the two main seats 
the Brexit Party came 
second, taking over 
11,000 votes in each. 

This does not mean 
that there are 22,000 

hardened racists in 
Barnsley. 

The Brexit Party’s first 
leaflet in my constituency 
had three doctors saying 
how they would save the 
NHS. 

Among the large 

audience that turned up 
to a Nigel Farage rally 
were many ex-miners fed 
up with large cuts being 
made by Barnsley Labour 
council.

However there were 
also ex-British National 
Party people involved in 
the Brexit Party operation. 

There is a danger that 
an attempt will be made 
to regroup far right and 
fascist sympathisers. 

The need for 
strengthening Stand Up 
To Racism in Barnsley is 
very clear.

George Arthur
Barnsley

 Rig worker  
 celebrates  
 XR action
GREAT TO see Extinction 
Rebellion (XR) activists 
occupy a drilling rig in 
Dundee port. The rig is 
due to drill two new gas 
wells for Shell in the 
North Sea. 

Unfortunately the 
occupation ended due to 
the poor weather 
conditions as the risks to 
the activists scaling the 
jack-up towers were too 
high. 

Pity Shell isn’t carrying 
out a “risk-assessment for 
the planet” when planning 
new oil and gas exploration. 

We need a just transition 
to clean, safe, renewable 
energy such as offshore 
wind. 

Not more development 
of fossil fuels that we can 
never safely burn.

Gordon
Offshore worker for a just 

transition

lCENTRAL BANKS are 
worried about the climate. 
Extreme weather will mean 
vast insurance bills and dud 
loans. They fear 
governments might start 
taxing fossil fuel firms and 
heavy polluters. 

The Economist magazine 
last month warned that if 
banks start tilting 
borrowing away from these 
potentially risky areas it 
will “politicise” them. 

It then asked, “If it 
becomes normal to tilt 
capital allocation in a 
desirable direction, why 
stop at climate change?” 

Why not penalise firms 
with “pay structures that 
offend”? The ruling class 
can no longer afford to be 
climate deniers.

Miriam Scharf
East London

 More police can help  
 poor victims of crime 
CHARLIE KIMBER lists “a 
raft of vicious attacks” 
including recruiting 20,000 
police officers (Socialist 
Worker online, 
19  December). 

He is presumably 
referring to the use of 
police to oppress strikes, or 
to aggressive police patrols 
stop-and-searching in 
working class and ethnic 
minority neighbourhoods. 

However, recruiting 
more officers will also give 
the police the resources to 
investigate crimes fully. 

Police, short of money 

and staff, cut corners in 
investigating crime. 

It’s more likely for 
serious crimes, such as rape 
and assault, to be dropped 
due to lack of evidence or 
for police to arrest the 
wrong person.

Rape prosecutions, for 
example, follow only a 
fraction of rape complaints 
made.

In part this is because 
forensics, investigation and 
interrogation takes time 
and money.

Rebecca Dale
Newcastle upon Tyne

George Monbiot’s lab food 
plan gives power to bosses 
WHAT IF, instead of producing our 
food from animals and plants, we 
could grow it all in a lab? 

Environmentalist campaigner 
George Monbiot argued for this in 
the Guardian newspaper last 
week.

It is already possible to make a 
type of flour from bacteria that 
could be used in a wide range of 
foods. 

The first artificial beef burger 
was produced in 2013. Scientists 
used a small number of cells from 
a real animal but these were 
reproduced in a nutrient-rich 
serum. 

These technologies can seem 
attractive. Monbiot and others say 
that enough food could be 

produced to feed everyone 
worldwide, but with no animals 
being killed. 

Vast areas of farmland could be 
used for wildlife instead. Monbiot 
says this could destroy farming 
and mentions that millions of 
people will lose their jobs.

It is true that capitalist 
agriculture is bad for the 
environment. It is responsible for 
about a quarter of global 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

The climate emergency means 
we will have to consider what 
kinds of technology might help. 

However, farming itself is not 
the cause of environmental 
degradation. The problem is that 
food production is run by a few 

huge multinationals in the 
interests of profit.

The food industry has marketed 
sugar-filled breakfast cereals, 
ready meals and drinks.

Producing more of these from 
lab grown ingredients would do 
nothing to address this problem. 

Peasants and small farmers have 
fought long battles for access to 
land and to defend traditional 
practices. 

Along with workers in the food 
industry, they should be central to 
the transformation of the food 
system. But lab grown food risks 
sidelining them and handing more 
power to the bosses. 

Camilla Royle
East London
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 HOW THE RICH AND POWERFUL LET AUSTRALIA

  BURN

The Australian wildfires show the 
terrifying reality of catastrophic 
climate change. Sarah Bates says 
hope lies with the tens of thousands 
protesting to demand radical action 

A
FTER MONTHS of 
 w i l d f i re s  r i p p i n g 
through Australia, fury 
burst onto the streets 
across the country last 
week.

Tens of thousands joined rallies to 
demand action on climate change. 
In Sydney more than 30,000 people 
protested and chanted, “Get rid of 
ScoMo”—a reference to Tory prime 
minister and coal industry shill Scott 
Morrison.

Organised by the Uni Students for 
Climate Justice, the group blasted the 
government’s “criminal negligence 
about the bushfire crisis”.

In Melbourne 5,000 people blocked 
off parts of the city centre. 

And in Brisbane traffic was brought 
to a halt as 3,000 took to the streets 
chanting, “Scomo has got to go.”

The terrifying fires in Australia have 
highlighted how climate change could 
make whole swathes of territory unin-
habitable. And the Australian govern-
ment’s response has shown how, even 
in the face of disaster, politicians, 
bosses and the rich will put profits 
ahead of the planet and people.

The scale of the ecological disaster is 
unprecedented—and it’s far from over. 

More than 12.3 million hec-
tares of Australia has burned since 
October, killing 26 people and razing  
thousands of buildings. 

It’s estimated that over a billion 
animals have perished, with some 
native Australian species thought to 
be extinct as a result. 

Chris Dickman from the University 
of Sydney estimates that so far more 
than 800 million animals have been 
killed in the state of New South Wales. 
“I think there’s nothing quite to com-
pare with the devastation that’s going 
on over such a large area so quickly,” 
he said. 

Although the blazes have been 
raging for over two months, Australia 
is only about halfway through its hot 
dry summer.

Science
Tim Flannery, a climate scientist and 
former Australian federal climate com-
missioner, said there is direct link 
between the bushfire crisis and  climate 
change. “The science is telling us these 
extreme heat conditions we’ve seen this 
year might occur naturally once every  
350 years,” he said. 

“But once you add in the influence 
of the human-emitted  greenhouse 
gases, we’re likely to see those condi-
tions once every eight years.” 

It’s not as though the Australian 
government didn’t know what was 
coming. The Garnaut Climate Change 
Review—a government-sponsored 
body—predicted a devastating bush-
fire season for 2020. In 2008 it had 
warned, “Fire seasons will start earlier, 
end later and be more intense. This 
effect increases over time but should 
be directly observable by 2020.”

Anger at the government—and 
Morrison in particular—is feeding 
into the movement on the streets. 

Firefighters have spent the best 
part of three months risking their 
lives and battling the blazes. Filling 
their ranks are thousands of volunteer  
firefighters, often operating in the 
Rural Fire Service. 

They are battling temperatures of 
over 40 degrees, sometimes for up to 
20 hours a day. 

Inquiry
The fires are taking place against a 
backdrop of job cuts and lack of invest-
ment in the fire service. The United 
Firefighters’ Union of South Australia 
is calling for a national inquiry after 
its members were forced to work on 
ageing fire trucks. 

The union’s state secretary Max 
Adlam said, “Our people work very 
hard on the smell of what’s frankly 
an oily rag. 

“These people are passionate about 
what they do.”

The wildfires crisis in Australia 
shows how capitalism offers no solu-
tion to climate change. 

While the country burns, Australian 
politicians and bosses are still deter-
mined to keep hold of the profitable 
coal industry. And some of the elite 
still toast  champagne at plush parties. 

While the rich won’t be able to go 
unscathed in gated communities, they 
will never deliver the action that’s 
needed. Competition among rival cor-
porations and states means they are 
locked into a system based on maxim-
ising profit at the expense of all else.

This logic underpins Morrison and 
the Australian government’s energy 
and  climate policies. 

M
ORRISON HAS said 
there wasn’t “a sin-
gle policy, whether 
it be climate or  oth-
erwise” that could 
stop the threat of 

bushfires. He’s right that it would 
take more than one law—but  
stopping the extraction and burning 
of fossil fuels would be a good place 
to start.

In 2017, Morrison—then treasury 
minister—brought a lump of coal into 
parliament to signal his support for the 
fossil fuel industry. “This is coal,” he 
said. “Don’t be afraid, don’t be scared. 

“It’s coal that has ensured for over 
100 years that Australia has enjoyed 
an energy-competitive advantage that 
has delivered prosperity to Australian 
businesses.”

Since then a mass climate move-
ment and an unfolding ecological 
crisis have forced him to accept some 
connection between climate change 
and extreme weather. 

But the actual commitment of the 
Australian government falls far short 
of tackling climate crisis. 

The most important step would be 
an immediate end to carbon emis-
sions. But instead of cutting back on 
oil and gas production, it’s agreed 
that the Adani fossil fuel company 
can build a new mine in Queensland.

Emissions
And there are plans to construct six 
more. Internationally Australia held 
back any hope of getting new, higher 
carbon emissions targets at the Cop25 
talks in December 2019. 

Australia’s rulers had pledged to 
cut emissions to 26 percent below 
2005 levels by 2030. They claim to 
be able to meet 90 percent of that 
reduction. 

But Australia plans to do this by 
using “carryover credits”—a trick 
where it gets bonus points for adher-
ing to an earlier agreement, the Kyoto 
Protocol. The Protocol was a deal 
where Australia was actually allowed 
to increase its emissions for a time. 

So Morrison can claim he will hit 
an emissions reduction agreed in 
Paris in 2015, but in reality fall far 
short of it. 

The protests have shown an alter-
native to this horror show.

Demands include an immediate 
transition toward renewable energy, 
a “just transition” for fossil fuel 
 workers, and land and water sover-
eignty for indigenous communities. 

The hope lies with the mass 
 movements for climate action and 
breaking with the profit system  that 
is burning the planet. 

Wildlife has been devastated by 
the fires

BUSHFIRES HAVE burned more 
than 12 million acres in Australia—
causing a haze in New Zealand 
more than 1,000 miles away (left) 
Right wing prime minister Scott 
Morrison is widely despised for his 
role in the tragedy (below)
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Our city is sinking—and pollution and 
climate change are the cause

Rizki Affiat from the 
suburbs of Jakarta spoke 
to Sarah Bates about the 
flooding hitting the poor 
people of her city

AS FLOOD waters recede in 
Jakarta—at least for now— 
residents are left trying to piece 
their lives back together.

People in the Indonesian capital 
are asking questions about how to 
avert catastrophe in the future.

Historic downpours battered 
the city on New Year’s Eve and 
continued until noon the day 
after. Over a week later tens 
of thousands of people are still 
displaced, many forced to stay 
in overcrowded and insanitary 
emergency shelters.

At least 60 people have died 
through drowning, hypothermia 
and electrocution.

Rizki Affiat lives in the South 
Tangerang City area on the 
outskirts of Jakarta, and battled 
knee-high water which flooded the 
ground floor of her house. “People 
always suffer from seasonal floods, 
but this is unprecedented,” she 
told Socialist Worker.

“My house is a bit higher than 
others in the neighbourhood, but 
my neighbours have suffered from 
water one or two metres high. 

“They are literally swimming in 
their houses.”

The recent deluge is similar to 
a historic flood in 2007, which 
affected more than 70 percent of 
Indonesia’s capital. 

And severe floods are becoming 
more common—records show that 
there were 46 cases in 2018 alone 
where more than 15,000 people 
were displaced.

Emissions
Climate catastrophe is a major 
factor in worsening conditions. 
Carbon emissions are leading to 
temperature rises which in turn 
cause weather systems to behave 
erratically. People in the Global 
South are bearing the brunt, but 
the blame largely lies with the 
West. 

Rizki said part of the problem 
in Jakarta was a planning policy 
that led to an explosion in 
private businesses—without any 
consideration of the environmental 
impacts. She called for “pro-
people housing and planning 
policy, particularly for public, less 
commercialised space”.

“We have so many malls, and 
so many hotels, and it’s always 
a problem—development is not 
prioritised for the people,” she said.

The ecological catastrophe 
is particularly acute in Jakarta 
because it interacts with existing 
inequalities.

The city’s water supplies are 
choked with rubbish so residents 
are forced to extract water from 
the ground—contributing to the 
city sinking at an alarming rate. 

And the pollution in Jakarta’s 
rivers make it more prone to 
flooding as water can’t drain away 
in times of heavy rainfall.

The situation for residents is 
dramatic. 

Infrastructure
Poor people, often living in shanty 
towns on the banks of Jakarta’s 
swelling rivers, suffer the worst 
and most immediate effects. They 
are forced to suffer in cramped 
emergency shelters while the rich 
can escape the crisis—for now—in 
their luxury tower blocks. 

“Those that suffer the most are 
the lower economic class,” said 
Rizki. “They don’t have strong 
infrastructure in their houses and 
when the water recedes it costs 
a lot of money to renovate and 
clean everything up.” 

The entire city could be 
completely submerged in just  
20 years’ time, according to 
current estimates.

Plans by the Indonesian 
government to relocate its key 
government departments to a 

safer corner of Borneo don’t 
address the catastrophic peril that 
tens of millions of people face.

And as the ecological crisis 
grows, environmental activists 
have blasted the Indonesian 
government’s support for mining 
industries.

The government, led by 
president Joko Widodo—known 
as Jokowi—issued around 8,000 
mining permits in 2019.

As well as contributing to climate 
chaos, these operations often pit 
firms against residents, whose lives, 
livelihoods and neighbourhoods are 
devastated by mining firms.

Companies look to extract coal, 
gold, iron and nickel at any cost. 
Melky Nahar, campaign manager 
at the Mining Advocacy Network, 
said attacks on people by security 
forces employed by mining 
companies is on the rise.

“Under Jokowi’s regime, 
the dependency on the mining 
sector, especially coal mining, has 
become huge,” he said.

“Jokowi has shown to the 
public that he is in power not to 
serve the people, but to serve the 
industry through investment.”

And alongside landgrabs, 
deforestation and an increase 
in pollution, residents also face 
intimidation and violence from 
mining corporations.

The government is planning to 
axe a law that punishes mining 
firms that have broken regulations.

For Rizki, the floods in Jakarta 
are “interlinked” with other effects 
of a world in crisis.

“It’s getting worse—it’s 
happening in Australia with 
the fire too,” she said. “Our 
government has its problems—it 
accelerates inequalities, but we 
have a global problem.

“We need to see the roots of the 
problem.” 

Every day that the capitalist 
system continues to plunder our 
natural resources is another day in 
encouraging devastating climate 
catastrophe.

WORKING CLASS areas of Jakarta have been hit hardest by flooding

Mining companies 
look to extract 
coal, iron, gold 
and nickel at any 
cost
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BLACK COUNTRY
After the election—how 
can we fight for socialism?
Wed 22 Jan, 7.15pm, 
St. Peter’s Café,
4 Exchange St,
WV1 1TS
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Iran, imperialism and 
the threat of war
Wed 29 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Centre,
10 Shacklewell St,
E2 7EG
SCARBOROUGH
Booklaunch: System Change 
Not Climate Change
Sat 25 Jan, 1.30pm, 
Railway Social Club,
723 Westborough,
YO11 1TN
Speakers: Martin Empson 
& Sarah Ensor

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BARNSLEY
Is a robot after your job?
Thu 23 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Room 302, The Civic,
Hanson St,
S70 2HZ
BRADFORD
Catalonia, independence 
and revolution
Thu 23 Jan, 7pm, 
Glyde House,
Little Horton Ln (opposite 
the ice rink),BD5 0BQ
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Iran, imperialism and 
the threat of war
Thu 23 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Iran, imperialism and 
the threat of war
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CAMBRIDGE
After the election—
where next for the left?
Thu 23 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
12 Jesus Ln,CB5 8BA
CHESTERFIELD
Iran, imperialism and 
the threat of war
Thu 23 Jan, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Socialists and building 
the resistance
Thu 30 Jan, 8pm, 
Oyster Room, Hythe 
Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
CO1 2FG

EDINBURGH
How can Scottish 
independence be won?
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St,
EH1 2JL
EXETER
Iran, imperialism and 
the threat of war
Wed 22 Jan, 7pm, 
The Exeter Peace Shop,
31 New Bridge St,
EX4 3AH
GLASGOW
Fake news and bias—who 
controls the media?
Thu 23 Jan, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

KENT
Iran, imperialism and 
the threat of war
Thu 23 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
Chatham,ME4 4BP
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
No to war—class struggle 
around the world
Thu 23 Jan, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Ln,LA1 1TX
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
After the election—how 
can we fight for socialism
Thu 23 Jan, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore 
Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Sq,
LS3 1AD

LONDON: HACKNEY
Iran, imperialism and 
the threat of war
Thu 23 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),E5 0PU
LONDON: NEWHAM
Explaining the 
inexplicable—the Holocaust
Wed 22 Jan, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park),E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Are we entering a new 
age of global revolt?
Wed 22 Jan, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra 
Rd, facing Windrush Sq),
Brixton,SW2 1EP

LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Iran, imperialism and 
the threat of war
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow, E17 6QQ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Is there such thing as 
progressive patriotism?
Wed 22 Jan, 7pm, 
Central Methodist Hall,
Oldham St,
M1 1JQ
NEWCASTLE
AI and how it will affect 
the struggle for socialism
Wed 22 Jan, 7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,NE1 6QE

PLYMOUTH
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Thu 23 Jan, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,PL4 6LF
PORTSMOUTH
Palestine, antisemitism and 
the struggle for freedom
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Community 
Centre, River’s St,PO5 4EZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Iran, imperialism and 
the threat of war
Thu 23 Jan, 7pm, 
Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St,S1 2JB
SOUTHAMPTON
Revolt in France—how 
workers can fight back
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,SO15 2GY

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS

OXFORD
Educational exhibition: 
Never again—lessons 
of the Holocaust
Sun 19 Jan—Sat  26 Jan
Oxford Town Hall,
St Aldate’s,OX1 1BX
Go to: bit.ly/NeverAgainOX for 
details on events and meetings

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 22 Jan, 7pm, 
The Church at Carrs Lane,
Carrs Ln,
B4 7SX

BRISTOL
Thu 23 Jan, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 22 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP

LIVERPOOL
Wed 5 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 22 Jan, 7pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd),N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 23 Jan, 7pm, 
Elizabeth House,
2 Hurlock St,
Highbury,
N5 1ED

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Centre
10 Shacklewell St,E2 7EG

LONDON: WEST & 
NORTH WEST
Thu 23 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre, 
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,W12 7DZ

NORWICH
Wed 22 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA

SWANSEA
Thu 23 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP

Australia on fire, Jakarta under water 
What is behind the climate crisis?

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

System Change Not 
Climate Change 
Edited by Martin Empson, £8

This is not a Drill
By Extinction Rebellion 
£8

Too Many People?
By Ian Angus and  
Simon Butler, £13.99

Fighting For Our Future
By Sarah Bates, Camilla 
Royle and Amy Leather, £24 

Flood damage in Jakarta, Indonesia
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Heavy on cliches, 1917 war 
film is no one-shot wonder
Sam Mendes’s latest effort is impressive but it relies too much on its unique 
cinematographic approach rather than original storytelling, argues Nick Clark
NEW FILM 1917 relies on one big 
selling point. The whole thing is 
filmed to look as if was done in one 
 continuous tracking shot.

It’s a technique that’s totally suited 
to the story—particularly the first 
half. 

Two young First World War 
 soldiers are sent across no man’s land 
and eerily-deserted German territory 
to stop an attack before it goes ahead. 

The camera fol lows Lance 
Corporals Schofield and Blake the 
entire way. They’re never out of shot 
for long. Neither are the signs of 
death and destruction.

The mission becomes the pretext 
for a tour of the front. Green fields 
quickly blend into squalid trenches. 
Hellish battlefields abruptly give way 
once more to open space punctuated 
by ruined farms and villages.

It’s in the trenches and on no man’s 
land that the single-shot effect comes 
into its own.

We’re engulfed by the suffocat-
ing claustrophobia and stress of 
the trenches, growing rapidly more 
intense as the pair make their way to 
the front line.

And we’re as close as they are to 
the rotting carcasses that seem to pile 
up everywhere they go.

Showing that horror is necessary 
rather than gratuitous. But it works 
less and less as the film goes on.

They’re subjected to an improbable 
array of dangerous situations, which 
is fine for as long as they’re in the 
trenches and no man’s land. 

But their increasingly outland-
ish scrapes with death are a prob-
lem for a film so intent on realism, 
and whose fixation on gory detail is 
meant to show the truth of the war.

By the time Schofield takes 
a  running jump into a swirling, 

freezing river the film feels as if it’s 
lost its purpose.

What’s more, 1917 is stacked with 
cliches—particularly the dialogue. 

Letters from home, tell me mum 
I wasn’t scared, I hope we get some 
good grub. Laddish, gallows humour 
among tough but decent soldiers 
with every regional accent repre-
sented. In one especially cringe-wor-
thy scene, our wounded hero lands 
in the cellar of a bombed-out house 

where he discovers a young French 
woman. It feels like we’ve seen this 
part many times before. 

He quickly wins her trust by failing 
to speak French. Then—as is tradi-
tional for the role of only woman in 
a war film—she becomes the angelic 
yet timid healer. 

There a few occasions where 
Schofield comes face to face with a 
German soldier. It seems there may be 
a moment of identification between 

them—until the sneaky Germans 
revert to type and try to kill him.

There are also hints throughout 
the film that maybe those in charge 
can’t be trusted. That the killing is 
not just horrific, but senseless. But 
Mendes pulls back from this too. 

By the time the film ends we’ve 
certainly had our fill of horror and 
sentimentality—but without much 
poignancy.
1917 is out from Friday 10 January

UNFORTUNATELY, 1917 gets lost in the trenches

MUSIC
MAKING A NEW WORLD
By Field Music 
Out Friday 10 January
 
SUNDERLAND BAND Field 
Music, headed by brothers 
David and Peter Brewis, has 
made an album about the 
social impact of the First 
World War.

It came about through 
a commission from the 
Imperial War Museum for 
its “Making a New World” 
season.

Stand out track “Best 
Kept Garden” is about the 
creation of the Becontree 
council housing estate in 
Dagenham, which moved 
workers from inner city 
slums and gave them hope 

and a garden. Some of the 
songs are puzzling without 
album notes to aid. 

“A Change or Heir” is 
about the doctor who 
performed some of the 
first gender reassignment 
operations based on 
techniques developed 
through operations on 
injured soldiers.

And “Beyond that of 
Courtesy” is about the 
Inter-Allied Women’s 
Conference held 100 years 
ago.

Appreciated
Concept albums like this 
are often best appreciated 
in live performance with 
visuals and band intros 
lifting the experience and 
audience understanding—
something done so well 
by contemporaries Public 
Service Broadcasting.

But Field Music has 
achieved something clever 
here.

It has presented 
sometimes complex themes 
in an album utterly true to 
its unique sound, musical 
exactitude and gleaming 
production without 
overworking the songs.

And some of the songs 
stand alone from the 
over-arching concept and 
speak to today. “Only In 
A Man’s World”—about 
the developments in 
women’s sanitary products 
through First World War 
technology—has the great 
lyric, “Things would be 
different if boys bled.”

All round it’s a pretty 
good job!
Alan Kenny

A creepy tale of mystery, determination and cruelty
BOOK
HAVEN’T THEY GROWN
Written by Sophie Hannah 
Out 23 January

HAVEN’T THEY Grown 
begins with a very creepy 
and puzzling scenario. A 
woman who lost touch 
with a close friend years 
ago goes to snoop on her 
while taking her son to a 
football match.

But Beth gets a shock 
when she sees Flora and 
her two children getting 
out of their car outside 
their new home. She had 

last seen Flora and the 
children, Thomas and 
Emily, some twelve years 
ago. And during that 
time, the children haven’t 
aged at all. The book tells 
the story of Beth’s quest 
to get to the bottom of 
this mystery. Along the 
way there are plenty of 
others—such as why Beth 
and Flora fell out, and 
what has happened to 
Flora’s baby Georgina.

For Sophie Hannah fans, 
the book follows a fairly 
familiar path. 

The main character is 
a clever and determined 

woman who sets herself 
on a mission and has 
to overcome various 
obstacles along the way.

This book brings a 
fresher angle with the 
involvement of Beth’s 
daughter Zannah and at 
times her husband, Dom. 

Together they come up 
with, and reject, various 
explanations for the 
seemingly unbelievable 
situation Beth has 
uncovered. This helps to 
flesh out more characters 
with different strengths 
and weaknesses. It 
makes for a livelier read, 

and anyone who has a 
teenager in their lives 
might enjoy Zannah.

I did find that parts of 
the middle bit of the book 
dragged a bit. But when 
the lies start to unravel it 
gets more interesting.

The book starts with a 
creepy air about it and a 
sense that there could be 
something supernatural 
going on. 

But the truth, which is 
rooted in the cruelty of 
real people, is far more 
horrific than any unearthly 
explanations could be.
Sadie Robinson

Field Music
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T
HE MARCH to 
the brink of 
war with Iran 
began as far 
back as 1979. 
But it gained 

speed with the US inva-
sion of Iraq in 2003.  

Apologists for the US’s 
assassination of Iranian 
general Qassem Soleimani 
this month point to Iran’s 
aggressive expansion in 
the Middle East. It’s worth 
pointing out that the US 
made it all possible.

The US gave its biggest 
Middle Eastern rival the 
opportunities to grow in 
power and influence—and 
even helped it along the way. 
Now it will risk war to put 
Iran back in its box.

A big irony of the clash is 
that in recent years the US 
relied on an uneasy alliance 
with Iran and its military 
forces to keep control in Iraq.

When Islamist group Isis 
took control of a vast swathe 
of northern Iraq and eastern 
Syria in 2014, it shook the 
US’s grip on the region.

The US’s ruling class—with 
Barack Obama as president—
was left desperately looking 
for forces that could help it 
defeat Isis. In northern Iraq, 
that turned out to be Shia 
Muslim militias armed, trained 
and funded by Iran.

While US warplanes fought 
Isis from the sky, Iranian-
backed fighters took control of 
the territory on the ground.

It was a strange dynamic 
that gave the Iranians unprec-
edented influence in Iraq.

Spearheaded by Soleimani, 
Iran used the civil wars in Iraq 
and Syria to become much more 
powerful in the Middle East 
than it had been previously. 

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
Corps—which Soleimani led—
joined the Syrian civil war 
to prop up Syrian dictator  
Bashar al-Assad in 2012.

Fought 
It fought not only Isis, but also 
the various armed groups that 
developed when Assad tried to 
crush the Syrian revolution of 
2011.

In doing so, they estab-
lished military bases almost 
at the border with Israel, the 
US’s most important ally in the 
Middle East—as well as more 
political influence in Syria.

So when the Iranian-backed 
militias were able to take credit 
for defeating Isis in Iraq, it 
gave Iran a level of power it 
hadn’t had before. This wasn’t 
a sudden development.

Iran was already a key player 
in Iraqi politics—thanks to the 
political system the US imposed 
after invading in 2003.

That invasion was supposed 
to re-establish the US as the 
dominant power in the US for 
decades to come. The aim was 
to get rid of a regime that chal-
lenged its dominance in the 
region and—above all else—to 
get hold of the vast oil reserves 
underneath Iraq.

Instead, the war left the US 

and Britain much weaker—and 
utterly humiliated.

People who backed regime 
change in Iraq sometimes claim 
it all went wrong because the 
US didn’t have a plan for what 
to do next. That’s not true.

The US did have a plan. It 
involved dismantling the Iraqi 
state and replacing it with 
something that matched the 
US’s vision for capitalism in the 
Middle East.

Under the guise of “marketi-
sation” US corporations were 

allowed to plunder not just 
Iraq’s oil industry, but the rest 
of its economy too.

The war had destroyed much 
of Iraq’s infrastructure, causing 
shortages of food, clean water 
and energy. Meanwhile US  
corporations received billions 
of pounds for “reconstruction” 
projects and privatisation.

And a loan from the 
International Monetary Fund—
supposedly to “help” Iraq 
towards marketisation—sought   
to lock in a cycle of debt and 

re-borrowing. So while ordinary 
Iraqis were impoverished, US  
corporations and a rich Iraqi 
elite enriched themselves

They  put  in  p lace  a  
government system where cor-
ruption and sectarianism went 
hand in hand.

Iraqi society has never been 
as clearly split between Sunni 
and Shia Muslims as the West 
often likes to portray it. Despite 
that, the US imposed a form of 
government where positions 
and ministries were doled out  
based on religious affiliation.

In particular, the US hoped 
this would leave in charge a 
ruling Shia elite loyal to it and 
the occupation.

Along with the poverty  
created by the war, and any 
form of united resistance to the 
occupation brutally crushed, 
this laid the basis for sectarian 
violence and the growth of Isis.

Meanwhile Iran, with a Shia 
ruling class, had close ties with 
the ruling groups.

So Iran gained much more 
power in Iraq’s politics and 
economy, while the US was 
eventually forced into a  
humiliating withdrawal.

T
H O U G H  t h e  
US is still by far 
the most power-
ful force in the 
M i d d l e  E a s t , 
other states have 

been able to grow and take 
advantage of its decline in the 
wake of its defeat.

With Barack Obama as pres-
ident, the US signed a deal 
with Iran in 2015 that was an 
attempt to adapt to this new 
situation.

The US has wanted to get 
rid of the Iranian regime ever 
since 1979, when the Iranian 
revolution overthrew the Shah 
of Iran as one of the US’s most  
important allies. 

T h i s  h a s  i n v o l v e d  
bankrolling a devastating war 
between Iraq and Iran in the 
1980s, and years of economic 
sanctions that punished ordi-
nary Iranians.

But  in  2015 ,  Obama  
championed the “Iran nuclear 
deal”. This would end the sanc-
tions and eventually allow Iran 
to fit in to the US’s vision for 
capitalism in the Middle East, if 
it ended its nuclear programme.

This suited one part of the 
US’s ruling class and most of 
those in the West, who wanted 
to avoid more war and confron-
tation after their defeat in Iraq.

But things have become a lot 
more chaotic and dangerous 
under Donald Trump. 

Another section of the US’s 
ruling class won’t accept Iran as 
a growing power in the Middle 
East, and have never forgiven 
the regime for events in 1979.

Trump seems to be on 
their side. He went back to  
threatening military confron-
tation with Iran, ditching the 
nuclear deal in 2018. But he’s 
flip flopped between that and 
seemingly wanting to pull all 
of the US’s soldiers out of the 
Middle East leaving its allies 
there to deal with Iran instead. 

BEHIND 
THE PUSH 
FOR WAR 
As tensions between US president Donald Trump and Iran 
escalate, Nick Clark looks at how decades of Western 
imperialism in the Middle East lie behind the latest crisis 

Over the past year the US has 
repeatedly seemed to gear up 
for war with Iran, only for both 
sides to back down again.

Each time they come closer 
to actual war—and the assassi-
nation of Soleimani has put the 
situation on a knife edge.

That’s one element that 
makes  the  s i tuat ion so  
dangerous. Any misjudged 
gamble by Trump could end up 
sparking a major war that nei-
ther he nor Iran really want.

But another real danger is 
that the threat of war engi-
neered by Trump could smother 
mass movements in both 
Iraq and Iran. Last October a  
movement against poverty and 
dire public services exploded 
onto the streets mostly in south 
and central Iraq.

Despite Iraq’s vast oil wealth, 
the lives of ordinary Iraqis 
haven’t improved since 2003.

The movement is led by 
young people who grew up in 
Iraq after the invasion. They’ve 
known nothing but war, high 
unemployment and lack of 
basic services.

They’re angry at the corrupt 
elite at the top who they rightly 
see as stealing their future. 
And because Iran’s rulers are 
so closely involved in Iraq’s  
government, much of the anger 
is directed at them.

Protesters burned down the 
Iranian consulate in the Iraqi 
city Najaf last November. 

Yet these protests also have 
their roots in the 2003 inva-
sion. Ultimately, they challenge 
to the corrupt system that the 
US imposed and is desperate to 
maintain.

T
H E  m ove m e n t 
follows on from 
similar waves of 
protests in 2011, 
2015 and 2018. 
But it’s on a much 

bigger scale, with a much 
wider base.

Protesters have occupied 
Tahrir Square in the centre of 
the capital Baghdad for months, 
and have also blockaded 
ports in cities such as Basra,  
disrupting oil exports.

Despite brutal repression—
protesters say at least 600 of 
them have been killed since 
October—the government 
hasn’t been able to crush the 
movement. Iraqi prime minister 
Adel Abdul Mahdi was forced to 
resign last year. Yet now, some 
protesters have said they’re 
worried US’s offensive could be 
used to crush their movement 
by pro-Iranian militias. 

Pressure could push activ-
ists to postpone the protests in 
the face of Trump’s threats. A 
smaller number could even end 
up backing the US. Similarly 
in Iran, riots against the gov-
ernment have been eclipsed by 
mass anger at the US.

For all Iran’s aggression, the 
US is still the biggest imperial 
power in the Middle East—and 
at the root of all violence and 
war there. 

We have to oppose all the 
justifications our governments 
give for invading. 

Only the ordinary people 
can decide their future, 
and do  away wi th  the  
imperialist system of war that’s 
wrecked their lives for decades. 

Protest 
movements in 
Iran and Iraq 
(above) could be 
smothered after 
the assassination 
of Iranian general 
Qasem Soleimani 
(below) 

Protests in Iran 
and Iraq 
challenge the 
corrupt system 
the US imposed 

‘‘ 
US soldier in Iraq

PROTESTERS IN London say no to war with Iran Picture: Guy Smallman

Engels showed how  
humans change the world

Gabby Thorpe 
is impressed by 
Camilla Royle’s new 
book on the life and 
work of Engels— 
a key contributor to 
Marxism

THE EXTRAORDINARY 
life of one of history’s most 
important revolutionary 
socialists is explored in A 
Rebel’s Guide to Engels, 
released this month. 

Author and activist 
Frederick Engels used his 
experiences observing the 
working class in England 
and across Europe to 
develop ideas on the need 
of a workers’ revolution 
to achieve communism. 

His first book, The 
Condition of the Working Class 
in England, was a detailed 
account of the grim conditions 
that workers experienced. 

It was intended for German 
audiences, who had not yet 
experienced the same scale of 
industrialisation as Britain. 

But the book was an 
important insight into the 
realities of life in the factories. 

Here Engels looked 
forward to a revolution that 
he believed the contradictions 
of capitalist society had 
prepared the way for. 

Engels enjoyed a lifelong 
friendship with Karl Marx, 
and together they developed 
the theory of historical 
materialism—most notably 
in The German Ideology. 

He later went on to write 
The Dialectics of Nature, 
which applied historical 
materialism to science. 

Here Engels was able 
to show how labour 
was essential even to 
human evolution.

Spreading
And The Communist 
Manifesto, authored with 
Marx, came in 1848 at a 
critical time, when revolt was 
spreading across Europe.

The revolt in France was 
brutally crushed by the 
French National Guard. 

Engels said that “the 
bourgeoisie showed to 
what insane cruelties of 
revenge it will be goaded 
the moment the proletariat 

dares to take its stand 
against them as a separate 
class”. His observations of the 
high levels of struggle across 
Europe at the time taught him 
the centrality of working in 
bringing about real change. 

In 1860, Marx and 
Engels participated in The 
International Working Men’s 
Association—later known as 
The First International—which 
brought together workers 
from across the world. 

And, in 1860, Marx 
completed his first volume 
of Capital, where he drew 
extensively from Engels’ 
earlier writings on the 
working class in England.

Marx died in 1883. In the 
years following his death, 

Engels wrote The Origins 
of the Family, Private 
Property and the State.

The book was based on 
notes that Marx had made on 
pioneering US anthropologist 
Lewis Henry Morgan and 
his book Ancient Society.

Origins of the Family looked 
at how families changed 
historically—and how women’s 
oppression arose with the 
development of class society. 

It examines how dramatic 
changes in agricultural 
methods, leading to more 
settled societies, had 
impacts on how people—
and in particular families—
were organised. 

“Engels showed how, 
when humans changed the 
world around them, this 
also changed their own 
societies,” argues Camilla. 

Engels said he was fighting 
for a new society where “a 
generation of women who 
have never known what 
it is to give themselves to 
a man through any other 
considerations than real love”.

At the same time as 
writing Origins of the Family, 
Engels also used Marx’s 
notes to finish volumes 
two and three of Capital.

The works of Engels 
can still be used today to 
explain the working class 
as an agent for change. 

This Rebel’s Guide is a 
great introduction to Engels’ 
ideas and gives a solid basis 
for going on to read his works. 

Camilla’s analysis of Engels’ 
ideas shows why they remain 
vital. It is an essential read 
for those new to Marxism, 
or anyone who wants to 
revisit Engels’ core ideas.

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

ENGLAND’S SLUMS horrified Engels

Engels and Karl 
Marx developed 
the theory of 
historical 
materialism

‘‘ 
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 Huge strike in India challenges Modi
MILLIONS OF workers in 
India staged a one-day 
strike on Wednesday of last 
week against the hard right 
government of Narendra 
Modi. 

Some unions said nearly a 
fifth of the population stayed 
away from work.

Modi’s BJP party won a 
parliamentary landslide last 
spring so big that many on 
the left thought no  opposition 
was possible.

But the strikes, combined 
with a huge protest movement 
against Modi’s anti-Muslim 
citizenship act, and a growing 
student revolt, show that the 
right can be fought.

The strike stopped railways 
and buses,  and closed 
business from banks to coal 
mines. Many states reported 
a complete shutdown of town 
and city centres.

Burnt
In West Bengal, strikers 
fought police and burnt 
buses trying to cross picket 
lines, while blocking train 
tracks to prevent travel to the 
main centres.

In Thiruvananthapuram, 
capital of Kerala, the streets 
filled with strikers bear-

ing red flags. Police in the 
 southern state of Andhra 
Pradesh arrested leaders of 
the left parties and trade 
unions as they tried to stop 
state-owned buses and staged 
road blockades.

Students and teachers at 
the Punjabi University in 
Patiala blocked their campus, 

while surrounding traffic was 
in gridlock because of the 
strike.

Unions took action over 
a host of economic issues, 
including wages, pensions 
and privatisation.

T h e r e  i s  s p i r a l l i n g 
unemployment. And the 
proposed privatisation of 

state-run airlines, banks, 
power generat ion and 
mining could mean millions 
of redundancies.

The strike drew in farmers 
and students too. A  growing 
crisis in agriculture saw 
 thousands of farmer suicides 
in 2019.

Students are also reeling 

from a wave of attacks. Gangs 
of right wing thugs broke in 
to the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University in New Delhi last 
week to beat up those known 
to support the radical left.

Modi’s police stood by and 
watched—only to return later 
to arrest some of victims.

The unions coordinating 

the strikes added  support 
for the injured students 
to their list of demands. 
Importantly, they also linked 
their strike to the campaign 
against Modi’s anti-Muslim 
laws.

This is vitally important.

Citizenship
Muslims have been under 
sustained attack. The first 
of a series of discriminatory 
 citizenship laws was passed 
last month.

A widespread protest 
movement has erupted in 
response. 

The huge support for the 
strike shows the potential to 
link together many issues into 
a movement against Modi. 

Last year’s election shows 
the mistake of waiting for 
the parliamentary left, or the  
liberals of the Congress Party, 
before acting.

Indian trade unions have 
made a habit of calling 
successful one or two-day 
stoppages, then leaving the 
field of battle, hoping a new 
government will come to 
their rescue.

The stakes are now 
too high for these kind of 
manoeuvres.

MILLIONS OF workers struck in India last week, in what some said was the biggest strike in world history 
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After the earthquake---how 
world rulers have failed Haiti
In 2010 an earthquake killed and injured hundreds of thousands of people in Haiti and left 
many more homeless. But more horrific was world rulers’ response, argues Gabby Thorpe

 Charities sent in to help abused and exploited the vulnerable
AT THE beginning of 
2018 it was revealed 

that staff of the charity 
Oxfam were stealing 
money donated to Haiti 
after the earthquake. 

While administering aid 
in 2010, a group of Oxfam 
staff used donations to 
throw parties and hire 
women who work as 
prostitutes. 

The parties took place 
at a guest house rented for 
staff by the charity. 

The report came from a 
whistle blower who said 
that the men “used to talk 
about holding ‘young meat 
barbecues’.” Separate 

allegations claimed 
that Oxfam’s director 
in Haiti, Roland van 
Hauwermeiran, had sex 
with women who worked 
as prostitutes in his own 
charity-rented villa. 

He wasn’t fired, 
but instead received a 
“dignified exit”. 

A report from the 
International Development 
Select Committee of MPs, 
published later in 2018, 
found “systematic sexual 
exploitation” in the aid 
sector.

Those involved in the 
initial scandal in Haiti 
either resigned or have 

been sacked. But Oxfam is 
still running operations in 
Haiti. 

Instead of insisting 
that perpetrators face 
justice, Tories such as 
Jacob Rees-Mogg used the 
scandal to push for cuts to 
foreign aid. Aid is tied to 
imperialism and is used as 
a political weapon by the 
ruling class. 

When granted, it often 
comes with strings that 
benefit the powerful.

As socialists we want 
more aid, and aid without 
strings. But ultimately aid 
under capitalism isn’t a 
solution. 

lA REPORT published 
last month shows the 
scale of abuse carried 
out by UN troops in Haiti 
between 2007 and 2014.

It documented 250 cases 
of sexual abuse, with some 
survivors as young as 11. 

The troops were 
deployed in a 
peacekeeping mission 
known as the United 
Nations Stabilisation 
Mission in Haiti.

But instead of 
“keeping the peace” UN 
troops forced women 
and children to trade 
sexual favours for 
food and money.

TEN YEARS after a devastating 
earthquake in Haiti, hundreds 

of thousands are still homeless or 
stuck in informal settlements. 

The earthquake, which hit on  
12 January 2010, killed some 230,000 
people and injured at least 300,000. 

But most staggering of all is how 
governments failed millions of ordi-
nary people and are still failing them 
today. The earthquake saw over a 
million people forced to live in shel-
ters and often just under bits of tar-
paulin or tin.

Today Cami Etienne lives in a tent 
in the city of Delmas. “Nothing has 
changed,” he said. “On the  contrary, 
it’s gotten worse. We can’t even 
afford water.”

The United Nations said some 
32,788 people currently live across  
22 camps. But the figures don’t 
include Cami’s camp.

The biggest post-earthquake 
 settlement, in Canaan, isn’t included 
either. More than 300,000 people live 
there.

In the aftermath of the earthquake, 
dead bodies were piled into mass 
graves. Joseph Marc-Antoine told 
Socialist Worker at the time that the 
“international community has done 
nothing”. 

“We need drugs,  we need  
drinking water,” he said. “We can still 
hear dead people shouting from the 
rubble.”

Donations
At least 30,000 people received no 
food aid in the weeks after the event. 
People around the world were asked 
for donations. But Haiti’s national 
debt meant very little went to 
 ordinary Haitians.

Haiti owed £205 million to the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

in 2010 thanks to a series of  structural 
adjustment programmes.

Two days after the earthquake the 
IMF gave “aid” to Haiti—in the form 
of a £62 million loan, not a donation.

US president Barack Obama sent 
17,000 troops into Haiti, calling the 
occupation “aid”.

Hait ian pol ice and United 
Nations troops focused on “restor-
ing order”. Some carried out horri-
fying abuse (see right). In October 

2010 cholera broke out. By January 
2011 there were an estimated 12,000  
non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) in Haiti. 

At the same time 120,000 people 
had been infected by cholera, and at 
least 3,300 had died. 

NGOs did very little to bring 
 medical aid to cholera sufferers and 
mass graves were common. 

Haiti’s president Jovenel Moise 
came to office in the aftermath of the 

earthquake promising healthcare and 
education reforms.

He has continued the exploi-
tation that Haitans have suffered 
 throughout history. 

But the proud history of rebellion 
in Haiti has continued too.

Protest broke out last summer 
when it was discovered that Moise 
was pocketing Venezuelan aid money. 

Those driven to action should keep 
up the fight for real change.

Protesters 
say Moise 
must go

PROTESTS broke 
out in Haiti on  

7 July last year against 
rising fuel prices. 

Today demonstrators 
are still on the streets, 
demanding an end to 
corruption and the 
resignation of president 
Jovenel Moise. 

State repression has 
led to the deaths of at 
least 187 protesters. 

And battles with 
cops have meant the 
deaths of 44 officers. 

Moise has refused 
to step down, saying 
he will not leave 
Haiti “in the hands 
of armed gangs and 
drug traffickers”. 

Moise is the 
true criminal. 

He pocketed 
Venezuelan aid money 
while Haiti still 
struggles to recover 
from 2010’s earthquake. 

Unfortunately 
protests have scaled 
back with demonstrators 
hoping that smaller 
disruptions will avoid 
further deaths. 

Action by ordinary people, not charities, can win real change

HAITIANS FACING the aftermath of the 2010 earthquake   
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Workers strike over 
Ealing office closure 
WORKERS AT a west London 
tax office were set to embark 
on their latest round of action 
in defence of their jobs on 
Wednesday of this week.

PCS union members at 
the HMRC office in Ealing 
planned a walkout at 12 noon. 

They have scheduled 
more half day strikes on 
Wednesday of next week and 
Wednesday 29 January, and 
then a full day on Friday  
31 January.

HMRC bosses want to close 
their office and relocate it to 
south or east London—too far 
away for many of the workers 
in Ealing to travel daily.

Revolt at Harrods 
posh people’s shop
SECURITY officers and CCTV 
operators at the Harrods 
store in Knightsbridge, central 
London, began a strike ballot 
on Monday over pay and 
unpaid work.

The workers who are 
members of the Unite union, 
are angry that management 
imposed a below-inflation pay 
increase.

They overwhelmingly 
rejected the pay offer in a 
consultative ballot.

The dispute is also a result 
of the workers being required 
to work half an hour unpaid 
every day.

Voting ends on 29 January.

Custody officers 
want to bar low pay 
CUSTODY officers responsible 
for moving people between 
Scotland’s prisons and courts 
have begun voting on whether 
to take action over low wages.

The ballot for around 200 
custody officers working for 
GeoAmey continues until 
24 January. The members of 
GMB Scotland face a basic 
hourly pay rate of £9.60 for 
2020 and £9.85 for 2021.

New strike move in 
West Dunbartonshire 
SOCIAL WORKERS have 
renewed a strike ballot to 
keep pressure on bosses 
to fix the service in West 
Dunbartonshire.

Unison union members 
in the children and families 
unit voted overwhelmingly for 
a strike as they continue to 
fight for more staff.

They first voted to strike in 
May last year but suspended  
action after the council said it 
would make improvements.

Unison said 99 percent of 
those balloted this year voted 
for a strike. 

Flybe air collapse 
could hit 2,000 jobs
REPORTS THIS week 
that airline Flybe may be 
facing renewed financial 
difficulties—creating fears of 
another jobs disaster similar 
to Thomas Cook last year.

Unions must fight any job 
cuts.

Police intimidation as 
workers fight for rights
SECURITY STAFF at St 
George’s University Hospitals 
Trust (SGUL) in west London 
started 15 days of strikes on 
Monday—and immediately 
faced police action.

Their United Voices of the 
World (UVW) union said, “The 
university called the police 
on our peaceful picket and 
used undue intimidation and 
harassment to break up our 
picket line. 

“Our head of legal, barrister 
Franck Magennis was arrested 
on spurious charges and then 
promptly de-arrested.”

After his release, Magennis 
said, “If my false imprisonment 
goes unchallenged, that would 
allow the Metropolitan Police 
to criminalise what is lawful 
civil activity, and would have 
a chilling effect on workers’ 
ability to stand up to bosses and 
exercise their civil liberties. 

“Anyone concerned with 
a worker’s right to take 
industrial action, and with 
a citizen’s right not to be 
arbitrarily arrested, should 
be seriously concerned about 

the way the police have acted. 
Workers should be allowed 
to go on strike without being 
threatened with arrest. This is 
an outrage.”

The workers are outsourced 
to multinational company 
Noonan. They are striking for 
equal treatment with NHS 
employees. 

They receive only the 
statutory minimum holidays 
and sick pay. They are not 
paid for the first three days 
of illness, meaning that many 

have to go into work despite 
not being well enough. 

And they receive only  
20 days of holiday plus bank 
holidays. Those directly 
employed by SGUL get 25-30 
days holiday plus bank holidays.

UVW said, “The principal 
of SGUL, Jenny Higham, has 
made a public commitment to 
‘inclusion’ but has repeatedly 
excluded our members who 
are mostly migrant or BAME 
workers, from feeling like full 
members of SGUL.” 

REBELS GATHERED outside the Australian High Commission in central London last Friday 
to demand urgent action on the wildfire crisis. Organised by Extinction Rebellion, the lobby 
was called in solidarity with huge protests that swept Australia Picture: Guy Smallman

Stratford protesters want 
homes, not vanity projects
DEVELOPER Madison 
Square Gardens (MSG) 
plans to build a vast new 
25,000-capacity venue and 
night club in Stratford, east 
London. 

The campaign to stop 
the MSG has made clear 
objections from the start.

It has raised questions 
over the crowds, air 
pollution, the 24 hour 
LED lighting constituting 
the brightest, largest 
advertising megastructure 
ever constructed in Britain, 
the traffic chaos and more. 

Neutral
Campaigners also unearthed 
correspondence between 
MSG and the supposedly 
neutral planning body, the 
London Legacy Development 
Corporation (LLDC). 

It contains discussion 
on how to deal with “local 
resistance”. Unelected 
LLDC members frequently 
outvote elected council 
representatives. 

Local MP Lyn Brown has 
asked London mayor Sadiq 
Khan for LLDC’s planning 
powers to be returned to 
London councils. Newham 
needs homes not monstrous 
vanity entertainment projects. 

The LLDC held what it 

plans will be its last public 
consultation event on 
Thursday of last week. 

It was a very lively 
evening. Over 60 people 
came, overwhelmingly 
opposed to the project. 

Campaigners were  
well-organised, at one point 
taking over the stage in front 
of the LLDC powerpoint to 
chant, “Stop the MSG”. 

The LLDC had to abandon 
its plan to come round the 
audience for individual 
chats, and instead have a full 
meeting question and answer 
session.

Members of Newham XR 
joined the protest, asking 
how the LLDC was advising 
MSG investors in the light 
of the climate emergency. 
Construction in the Thames 
flood plain could well mean 
buildings would be under 
water by 2030.

The feeling on Thursday 
was that this development 
will face a lot more local 
resistance if the project 
proceeds. 
Miriam Scharf
lFormal objections to 
the MSG can be sent 
to planningenquiries@
londonlegacy.co.uk by 31 Jan. 
Details of the campign at 
stopmsgspherelondon.co.uk

CLIMATE CHAOS PLANNING 

Arrested for megaphone
JAMES FARRAR, a member of 
the Independent Workers of 
Great Britain (IWGB) union, 
is being taken to court by 
police officers for using a 
megaphone. 

Farrar is founder and chair 
of the United Private Hire 
Drivers branch of the IWGB. 

He was speaking at a 
demonstration against 
the mayor of London and 
Transport for London’s 
decision to remove the 
congestion charge exemption 
from mini cab drivers in 
March last year. 

Cops allege that he 
“assaulted” them by 

speaking through a standard 
megaphone, causing “pain 
and discomfort”. 

James faces up to one year 
in prison. 

And any conviction means 
that cops could claim they 
were assaulted whenever 
someone makes loud noise 
on a demonstration. 

The union also says that 
the charges were made 
after the union filed a 
complaint against the police 
for their behaviour on the 
demonstration. 
lTo donate to the fund for 
James’s defence go to 
bit.ly/jfarrarcase

OUTSOURCING

Picketing on Monday Picture: uVW on Facebook

TAXI DRIVERS

OUTSOURCED workers at 
Greenwich university in 
London have won a key 
battle. 

The cleaners and cafe 
workers are members of the 
United Voices of the World 
(UVW) union. They struck for  
four days in October. 

They have won the 
London Living Wage of 
£10.75 an hour from May. 

This is a 16 percent pay 
rise for cafe workers and a 
23 percent rise for cleaners.

Bel Howard, a caterer who 
has worked at the cafe for 
over 20 years said, “I can’t 
tell you how happy I am. It is 
only £1 more per hour, what 
for some people is nothing, 
but it will change my life.”

GREENWICH

INDIA

RAIL

Protest at Modi’s new laws
PROTESTERS gathered 
outside the Indian consulate 
in Birmingham last Saturday 
to protest against president 
Narendra Modi’s racist laws.

India’s parliament passed 
a new citizenship law on 
11 December. 

Protesters said it 
discriminates against 
Muslims and undermines 
India’s secular constitution.

The demonstration was  
organised by the Indian 
Workers Association-GB 

and campaign groups  
Sameeksha UK, Chethana, 
Kranthi and the Progressive 
Workers Association. 

A protest spokesperson 
said the new law, “stokes 
widespread fear amongst 
sections of society.

“In tandem with the 
National Register of Citizens 
this is a very dangerous 
step by the RSS-BJP central 
government towards creating 
an exclusive and divisive 
‘Hindu nation’ in India.”

WORKERS EMPLOYED by 
Rail Gourmet catering firm 
struck for 24 hours last 
Friday. 

Workers are fighting 
a host of issues around 
workplace justice and safety.

RMT union members 

at the Paddington depot, 
in London are fighting 
rostering practices, incorrect 
allowance and bonus 
payments, and the failure to 
replace faulty equipment. 

The latest action follow 
strikes last year. 

Protest in Birmingham Picture: GeoFF Dexter
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 No to witchhunt of  
 Kirklees union reps
FOUR UNISON un ion 
branch officers in Kirklees, 
West Yorkshire, remain 
suspended by their own 
union without knowing the 
charges against them. 

Paul Holmes, Kirklees 
Unison local government 
branch secretary for 30 years, 
is suspended by both council 
bosses and the union. 

The council has appointed 
an outside consultant to 
conduct an investigation, but 
Paul has yet to be called to 
answer allegations of bullying 
that he has yet to see.

Unison suspended assis-
tant  branch  secre tary 
for finance Cath Kinder, 
branch chair Nick Ruff and 
the branch treasurer on  
1 December 2019. 

The letters were dated  
29 November 2019. 

Suspended 
All four have been suspended 
under “rule I” of Unison’s 
rules—and to date have not 
been informed of what they 
are alleged to have done.

Unison wrote to them on  
9 January to inform them 
about who would be carrying 
out the rule I investigation. 

But details of the alle-
gations still have not been 
communicated. 

It is assumed that, given 
the positions of the offic-
ers suspended and that the 

branch has been placed 
under regional supervision, 
the investigation will be into 
financial charges. 

Any wrongdoing would be 
unlikely as the union has reg-
ularly audited the branch and 
it even paid for an external 
audit of the branch’s finances 
over two days in January last 
year. 

The union has communi-
cated to the branch that there 

were no irregularities found. 
Furthermore, as a result of the 
union’s branch uplift process, 
Kirklees Unison was awarded 
an additional £48,000 by its 
region in October last year.

Complaint 
It is necessary to deal with 
a complaint of bullying and 
it should be treated with the 
utmost seriousness. 

But this comes from a 

council that has not sus-
pended any manager despite 
allegations of racist bullying 
on the bins department. 

The action taken against 
Paul is clearly related to 
his trade union activities as  
head of a branch that fights 
cuts. 

The council’s deputy leader 
recently commented, “There 
is a Father Christmas,” when 
hearing of Paul’s suspension. 

EAST LONDON 

Tower Hamlets workers 
up for fight over contract
LOCAL government and 
school workers in east 
London are taking their 
fight against a raft of 
attacks directly to the 
council this week. 

Workers in the GMB, 
Unison, Unite and NEU 
unions were due to lobby 
Labour-run Tower Hamlets 
council on Wednesday. 

Bosses are threatening 
to sack and re-engage 
thousands of workers on 
worse contracts. 

It plans to slash 
severance pay, lower entry 
pay for some grades, reduce 
the flexi time scheme, cut 
travel allowance and reduce 
night work supplements.

Workers overwhelmingly 
rejected the “Tower 
Rewards” scheme in 

consultative ballots. 
Unions should push for 

strike ballots and build the 
fightback. 

nA LONG-running dispute 
between Hackney council in 
east London and school bus 
staff has ended.

 Workers won increased 
pay and a commitment 
to make agency roles 
permanent.

The 38 Unite union 
members, who are drivers 
and passenger escorts on 
school buses for children 
with disabilities, held a 
series of strikes during last 
year. 

Other commitments 
include yearly lump sum 
payments which will be 
backdated to April 2019. 

 Lifeguards refuse to see  
 their pay take a plunge
LIFEGUARDS IN Lancashire 
have begun a series of 
strikes against bosses’ 
plans to slash their pay 
by up to £3,000 a year. 

Unite union members 
at Blackburn and Darwen 
leisure centres struck last 
Saturday after council 
bosses carried out a job 
reevaluation. 

This sees 14 life guards 
keep their jobs on a lower 
grade. They plan further 

strikes on 14, 18, 21, 25 and 
28 January. 

Unite regional officer 
Tanya Sweeney said, “The 
reality is that some of our 
members are being asked to 
work for less pay.  

“This is a group of workers 
who do an incredible job of 
keeping people safe.

“The lifeguard role was 
evaluated ten years ago and 
the job has not changed, so 
cutting pay is unjust.”

SUSPENDED UNISON branch secretary Paul Holmes speaks at a union meeting  

LEISURE CENTRES 

 Sandwell bins action is off 
THE GMB union suspended 
a bin workers’ walkout in 
Sandwell, the West Midlands, 
after last ditch talks. 

Outsourcer Serco has 
agreed suspend plans to 

slash the number of bin 
collections—which the union 
said threatened worse health 
and safety.  Serco and GMB 
have agreed to talks for the 
next three months.

REFUSE WORKERS 

 More universities could  
 join a new wave of action  
Workers in 37 UCU union 
branches are reballoting for 
strikes. The branches voted 
overwhelmingly for walkouts 
in initial ballots, but failed to 
meet the Tories’ 50 percent 
turnout threshold for legal 
strikes.

The reballots end on 
28 January. They follow a 
stunning day eight-day strike 
by union members across  
60 universities in November 
and December last year.

Workers are engaged 
in two disputes. One is to 
defend their USS pension 
scheme and ensure that 
members don’t pay higher 
contributions or get less 
when they retire.

The other is to fight for 
a real terms pay rise and 
improvements to contracts 
and workload.

At a special conference 
last month, UCU members 
voted for a further 14 days 
of strikes to defend the USS 
scheme from 20 February.

The union’s Higher 
Education Committee (HEC) 
will meet on 30 January to 
consider the next steps in 
the dispute. UCU general 
secretary Jo Grady said the 
HEC will “have very serious 
regard” to the special 
conference decision. But 

she added that the vote only 
relates to USS, and has urged 
branches to discuss what 
they want to happen in the 
pay dispute.

Activists are organising 
to pass a motion calling on 
the union to implement the 
decision made at the special 
conference and name more 
dates for strikes. 

The motion also says 
that strikes over pay should 
“continue to escalate 
simultaneously with action 
over USS”.

Talks were set to take 
place between the union, 
USS and bosses’ Universities 
UK on Wednesday.

They are the first of 
five planned days of talks 
scheduled throughout 
January to discuss “reform” 
of the USS pension scheme.

It’s good that strikes 
have pushed the bosses into 
talks. But the union should 
stand firm on its position of 
“no detriment” and resist 
any changes that would see 
workers get a worse deal.

Further hard hitting 
action, on all aspects of the 
disputes, is the only way to 
push the bosses back.
lFor a full list of UCU 
branches reballoting go to  
bit.ly/UCUBallotList

EDUCATION 

SCHOOLS  

 School strikes back on  
 over ‘culture of bullying’ 
WORKERS AT St Catherine’s 
Catholic School for Girls in 
south east London resumed 
their strikes this week with 
a three-day walkout from 
Tuesday.

NEU union members at 
the Bexleyheath school have 
held a strong campaign of 
strikes since 30 October in a 
row about bullying.

Head Yvonne Connolly is 
taking “a leave of absence”. 
Workers, parents and former 
students had signed two 
votes of no confidence in her. 

But workers say a “culture 
of fear” remains. 
lSend messages of support to 
Deborah.jones@neu.org.uk

nNEU UNION members at 
two east London schools 
were set to start a two-day 
strike on Wednesday.

Workers at St Angela’s 
secondary school and St 
Michael’s primary school 
in Newham are resisting 
plans to turn the schools 
into academies. They plan 
three-day strikes from next 
Tuesday. 

NEU members at St 
Bonaventure’s are balloting 
for strikes over the same 
issue. Workers at St Angela’s 
and St Michael’s struck 
against the plan last month. 
lSend messages of support to 
louise.cuffaro@neu.org.uk

Workers strike at Queen Mary University   Picture: Guy Smallman
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More online
For more on the dispute, go 
to bit.ly/Bootlepost

 DEFEND BOOTLE  
 POST WORKERS  
by NICK CLARK 

ROYAL MAIL workers in 
Merseyside were set to 
strike for two days from 
Saturday of this week 
against a major attack on 
their CWU union.

Their fight is hugely 
important to every Royal 
Mail worker and their right 
to strike—and to workers 
everywhere.

Workers at the Bootle and 
Seaforth delivery office in 
Merseyside were shocked last 
week when two of their col-
leagues were sacked for gross 
misconduct.

CWU officials called the 
strike—set for Saturday of 
this week and Monday of 
next week—in defence of 
their members.

Sacked
CWU union rep Chris Stott 
and the two sacked work-
ers are three of the 21 union 
members  targeted with disci-
plinary charges following an 
unofficial strike last year.

Workers  walked out 
l a s t  Oc tobe r  a f t e r  a  
manager made alleged racist  
comments towards a Muslim 
worker.

The unofficial strike also 
spread to Warrington mail 

centre after drivers there 
were suspended for rightly 
refusing to cross picket lines 
at Bootle.

The action ended after 
bosses ran to the courts to 
get an injunction. Bosses 
launched a major offensive 
against the workers.

In a podcast released this 

week, CWU deputy gen-
eral secretary (postal) Terry 
Pullinger said the two work-
ers were sacked over private 
messages seen by managers.

“An independent private 
WhatsApp group has been 
infiltrated,” he said. “It is 
totally unacceptable.

“Where is privacy here? 

What’s been said that’s so 
serious that a person should 
lose their income and lose 
their job over it?”

Royal Mail bosses want 
to make an example of the 
Bootle strikers. They want 
to stamp out the culture of 
solidarity among CWU mem-
bers of striking unofficially 

against bullying bosses. It is 
also likely that they will take 
further legal action against 
CWU officials over October’s 
walkout.  

Pullinger said Royal Mail 
bosses were using the dispute 
“to try and put this union in 
its place—and our members 
are being used as pawns”.

The union can’t afford to 
let the bosses get away 
with this attack—it affects  
everyone who works for 
Royal Mail.

CWU communications 
officer Chris Webb said some 
members say the union can’t 
resolve its national dispute 
with Royal Mail (see below) 
until the Bootle dispute is 
settled.

Unofficial
At the very least, the rest of 
the Merseyside branch should 
be balloted. But postal work-
ers should be prepared to 
take unofficial action to 
win—and the union at every 
level should back them.

W h e n  w o r k e r s  a t 
Warrington were suspended 
for not crossing the Bootle 
picket, the suspensions 
were lifted quickly following 
an unoff icial  str ike at 
Warrington.

And all trade unionists and 
anti-racists in Merseyside 
should join the picket line.
Picket line at Bootle and 
Seaforth Delivery Office, Orrell 
Lane, Bootle, L20 6JH.  
Send a message of support to 
markw@cwugmersey.org

ROYAL MAIL

 Union could launch new national ballot next month after ‘difficult’ talks
A ROYAL Mail union 
leader has said postal 
workers could reballot 
for national strikes if 
bosses don’t back down 
from a major offensive.

Royal Mail bosses want 
to attack workers’ jobs 
and working conditions.

Speaking on Monday 
of this week, CWU 
union deputy general 
secretary (postal) Terry 
Pullinger said the union 
could launch a ballot at 
the end of February.

Pullinger said CWU 
officials were in talks with 

bosses. But he described 
negotiations as “difficult,” 
adding that there was 
“still a lot of bitterness”.

It comes after Royal 
Mail bosses ran to the 
High Court last year to 
stop a national strike.

CWU members had 
voted 97 percent on a 
76 percent turnout to 
strike—a clear sign that 
Royal Mail workers are 
ready to fight for their 
jobs and conditions.

But the High Court 
agreed that because some 
workers had opened their 

ballot papers at work, the 
entire vote was unlawful.

Chief executive Rico 
Back wants to split 
Royal Mail up into a 
new parcels company 
run for profit, and a 
letters delivery service 
that will be run down.

That means taking 
vital work away from 
Royal Mail—causing at 
least 20,000 job losses. 

And the union fears 
Back’s ambition to scrap 
Royal Mail’s obligation to 
deliver letters six days a 
week will lead to many 

more. Workers were ready 
to strike after the ballot 
result was announced 
in November last year. 

Now some activists 
worry that the delay 
since then has taken 
the momentum out 
of the dispute.

The union should 
reballot for strikes as soon 
as possible—and workers 
should be prepared to 
defy bosses and the law 
to defend their futures.

If they do the whole 
union movement 
must support them.

Union members have continued to organise after their strike vote
was ruled to be ‘unlawful’  Picture: @cWuneWs/tWitter

CWU UNION members 
in Bootle struck last 
October in defence of a 
Muslim worker (above). 
Workers also struck in 
Warrington (left) after 
mail centre drivers were 
disciplined for refusing 
to cross the Bootle 
picket line
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