
 BILLIONAIRES GATHER AT DAVOS

“WITHOUT TREATING this as a real crisis we 
cannot solve it,” was the rallying cry from school 
climate strike leader Greta Thunberg to world 
leaders this week. 

Unfortunately for her—and for us—they won’t 
listen.

Speaking at the Davos conference, hosted by the 
World Economic Forum (WEF), Thunberg joined climate 

>>continued on Page 3

MICHAEL ROSEN 
ON THE HOLOCAUST
‘It was an industrialised killing system’  >>Pages 10&11

Victory for Swansea 
campaigners as Home Office 

pushed back  >>Page 16

REFUGEE OTIS WINS 
RIGHT TO STAY
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CLIMATE  

Rising heat 
raises alarm for 
catastrophe 
2019 WAS the second 
hottest year on record. 
That figure is taken from 
average air temperature—
but the oceans reveal an 
even grimmer picture. 

The reports came as 
activists from Extinction 
Rebellion in Scotland 
organised a fortnight of 
resistance.
>>Page 4

MONARCHY

Why the royals 
still reign
FROM MEGHAN and 
Harry spending more 
time with their money to 
the child abuser’s mate 
prince Andrew  eating 
pizza in Woking, the 
monarchy is in crisis.

 These scandals could 
tear chunks out of the 
monarchy. It’s come under 
threat before. So why do the 
people who actually rule us 
still want them in place? 
>>Page 14&15

NHS

Patients left 
stranded in A&E 
by Tory cuts
TORY AUSTERITY meant 
patients were forced to sleep 
overnight at an A&E unit 
in north east England. 

Local GP doctors were 
warned last Friday that an 
increase in admissions was 
having a “severe impact across 
the trust”. 
>>Page 7



Socialist Worker  22 January 2020  TROUBLEMAKERthe2

 Drug company slammed for 
lottery for sick children
WHICH BABY should live? 
Pick a number. Not a dys-
topian movie. Rather the 
kindness of international 
drug companies.

Swiss drugmaker Novartis 
has launched an international 
lottery for its extremely costly 
gene therapy Zolgensma.

Throughout the year, the 
drugmaker aims to give away 
that treatment for free to up 
to 100 children under the age 
of two suffering from spinal 
muscular atrophy (SMA)
using a random draw. 

Zolgensma was approved 
in 2019 in the US where it’s 
priced at over £1.6 million, 
making it the world’s costli-
est medicine ever.

Each year, SMA affects 
thousands of newborns 
across the world, meaning 
there will be considerably 
more losers than winners 
in the Zolgensma lottery.

SMA Europe, which brings 
together patient and research 
groups said that while 
“every saved life is a gift”, 
it’s “alarmed that the pro-
gramme will make thousands 
of SMA babies compete with 
each other for a life-saving  
treatment, splitting tightly 
knit communities and turning 

this experimental drug into a 
coveted prize.”

AveXis president David 
Lennon said, “Unfortunately 
there are many babies out 
there who deserve this medi-
cation, and we can’t produce 
quickly enough to treat them 
all. This was the only way we 
could think about making 

a fair and equitable alloca-
tion of the product that is 
available.”

Zolgensma is given to 
babies in a single intrave-
nous infusion and it corrects 
the basic genetic defect that 
causes SMA. 

While it cannot reverse the 
damage already done by the 
disease, data show it halts 
deterioration of the nerve 
cells and allows children to 
develop more normally.

In September the com-
pany said two senior execu-
tives had been sacked over 
the falsification of data from 
the animal studies that take 
place before human trials. 

The company said it had 
been fully explained to the 
FDA and had not affected 
the filing for the licence in 
the US. 

The drug is yet to be 
licensed in Britain.

lRESTORING BIG Ben is a waste 
of money but restoring Big Ben 

quickly for Brexit was just daft.  
    Happily it now isn’t happening 
despite tedious Tory MP Mark 
Francois promising, “I think we will 
get it within 48 hours”. Perhaps 
he could take his own advice and 
stay out of the news studios and 
“stay at home and watch Netflix”.

 Benefits investigator 
racist slur sacking 
A BENEFITS investigator 
denied being a racist 
even though she called 
Asian police officers 
“DC Chapati” and 
“PC Poppadom”.

Senior fraud hunter 
Natalie Green admitted 
using the insults while 
working at the Department 
for Work and Pensions 
(DWP), but denied 
other vile racial slurs.

They emerged at an 
employment tribunal 
where she lost her 
unfair dismissal claim 
against the DWP.

Colleagues alleged 
repeated racial slurs 
against Muslims and 
Chinese people.

Staff had “resigned 
themselves to having to 

tolerate her behaviour”, 
the tribunal was  
told.

Green confessed during 
the hearing to using the 
names “PC Poppadom”, 
“DC Chapati” and “JF”—
short for Johnny Foreigner.

Green, of Eastwell, 
Leicestershire, who worked 
at East Midlands serious 
and organised crime 
unit, brought forward 
her retirement while she 
was being investigated.

National security claim 
for cops prince cover-up 
POLICE HAVE blocked 
a bid to trace prince 
Andrew’s bodyguards’ 
movements on the night 
he first had sex with 
Virginia Roberts Giuffre.

The disgraced royal 
claims that he could not 
have been with her in 
London in March 2001 —
because he was at Pizza 
Express in Woking.

The Mirror Online 
submitted a Freedom 
of Information Act 
request hoping that 
his royal protection 
officers’ movements 
would help prove his 
whereabouts that day.

The Met police rejected 
the request, citing 
national security concerns

Giuffre—who said she 

had sex with Andrew 
three times after being 
trafficked by late 
child abuser Jeffrey 
Epstein—attacked the 
“lies after lies”.

“There could only be 
one reason the prince’s 
bodyguards would not 
expose where the 
prince had been 
on March 10th 
2001, the night 
in question, because he 
wasn’t at Woking Pizza”.

Rotherham cops 
not prosecuted 
SOUTH YORKSHIRE Police 
(SYP) officers who failed 
to protect a victim of child 
sexual exploitation (CSE) 
in Rotherham will not be 
prosecuted.

The survivor was abused 
for several years from the 
age of 14.

An Independent Office 
for Police Conduct (IOPC) 
investigation upheld six 
of her complaints. These 
included that SYP were 
aware of CSE suspects from 
at least the mid-1990s but 
failed to deal adequately with 
offenders. 

But it said there was 
“no indication of any 
criminal offence” and the 
investigation “is now formally 
closed”. The survivor said 
she was “heartbroken”. 
“They have admitted 
failings but there are no 
consequences,” she said. 
“Yet again no one is going to 
be made accountable.”

The report found that an 
unnamed chief constable said 
abuse in Rotherham “had 
been going on for 30 years”. 
The chief constable claimed 
cops couldn’t tackle it due to 
“racial tensions”. In reality 
cops failed to act because 
they didn’t see victims as 
worth protecting.

The victim’s father said 
a senior officer had spoken 
about his daughter “as 
though she was an adult 
doing it of her own free will”. 
He said he had confronted 
the officer to say “she was 
a child and this was child 
abuse”.

Cop had sex 
with missing  
teenager
A POLICE officer had a 
sexual relationship with 
a vulnerable teenager 
while colleagues were 
investigating her 
disappearance, a misconduct 
panel has found.

PC Andrew Brooks, who 
left the Metropolitan Police 
in 2019, was accused of 
gross misconduct.

The panel heard how the 
police officer met the girl in 
his local town centre in 2018. 

 Brooks learned she 
was a missing person. But 
he continued to pursue a 
relationship with her and 
tried to put pressure on her 
to conceal his identity.
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The world’s most expensive drug

‘These are the 
worst election 
results for the 
school in 400 
years’
Tory business minister 
Kwarsi Kwarteng complaining 
about the lack of Etonians in 
parliament

‘We see little 
advantage to 
exchanging one 
over-promising, 
divisive figure for 
another’
The New York Times can’t 
back leftish US presidential 
candidate Bernie Sanders 
because he is too much like 
Donald Trump

‘Independent 
Office for Police 
Corruption’
What the Daily Mail called the 
cops’ Independent Office for 
Police Conduct watchdog in an 
article last week

‘Repay political 
debts to his allies’
Tom Watson complaining 
about David Cameron 
nominating people for 
peerages in 2016. He is 
set to be offered a peerage 
nominated by Jeremy Corbyn

‘It seems to 
me to be a very 
serious threat to 
our democratic 
processes’
Archbishop of York Stephen 
Cottrell is against the Lords he 
is part of going to York

DWP

Prince Andrew

Mark Francois

l JOB SECURITY worries for Brexit 
Party MEP June Mummery who  

tweeted,  “Attending the penultimate 
session of the European Parliament’s 
Fisheries Committee. The big question 
now is, who will be here to hold 
these people to account while they 
still control Britain’s waters, but the 
UK has no representation?” Bless.



The rich 
gloat as the 
world burns
>>Continued from page 1

activists Autumn Peltier, 
Salvador Gomez-Colon and 
Natasha Wang Mwansa. 

Billionaires and politicians 
gathered at the ski resort in 
Switzerland to discuss its 
key theme—“stakeholders for 
a cohesive and sustainable 
world”.

Also due to speak on the 
climate crisis was Bank of 
England governor Mark Carney 
and former US vice president 
Al Gore.

Ahead of Davos, Thunberg 
and other strike leaders 
demanded that governments 
and companies halt 
investment, extraction and 
subsidies for fossil fuels.  

Crammed
But for the fossil fuel magnates 
and banking fat cats crammed 
into the conference halls in 
Davos, nothing of the sort is 
planned. 

The tiny minority who fill 
the world’s boardrooms and 
sign off on new fossil fuels 
explorations plan to expand 
operations, not cut back. 

Davos doesn’t challenge rule 
by the handful of super-rich—it 
entrenches it. 

It allows the scum at the 
top of society to hobnob with 
each other, all while pretending 
to care about the fact that the 
planet is on fire. 

It’s not just that they 
represent a rotten system. 
Davos delegates lack the power 
or the will to challenge the 
system as a whole. 

The answer isn’t more 
conferences of the rich and 
powerful to shore up their 
capitalist system—it’s to build 
a force powerful enough to 
take them on.

Fight
The fight for our lives—and our 
world—is on. 

It will mean building a society 
that can take on the causes 
of extreme weather, rising sea 
levels, soaring temperatures, 
floods and species extinction.

Everyone who cares about 
the future of the planet should 
throw themselves into building 
a force powerful enough 
to take on the power and 
resources of the Trumps or 
Carneys of this world. 

The bosses at Davos pay 
lip service to the climate 
emergency—but they don’t 
have the same interests as us. 

Their priority is clinging 
on to their wealth and power, 
whatever the environmental 
cost. Our battle is to fight for 
a sustainable world built on 
the interests of the planet and 
ordinary people.
For more on the Davos summit, 
turn to page 5

 Carpet makers roll into  
 third month of pay strike
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

WORKERS AT Westex Carpets in 
West Yorkshire are in an all-out 
fight to pull the rug from under 
bosses’ feet. 

Around 70 Unite union members 
at the factories in Cleckheaton and 
Dewsbury began the third month of 
an indefinite walkout this week.

They are fighting for a pay rise 
after bosses refused to give the usual 
3 percent increase—despite taking  
£5 million in profits.

Kamran, a Unite rep and twisting 
machine operator, was on the picket 
line in Cleckheaton when the night 
shift began on Monday. 

“We’ve been going for more than 
two months and everybody is strong,” 
he told Socialist Worker.

The strikers have mounted picket 
lines outside the main gate during all 
the morning and night shift changes. 

They are a powerful show of 
working class unity and an antidote 
to the divide and rule of the Tory 
government. 

Solid
Dave, another Unite rep who was 
on the morning shift, told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s been solid since day 
one. 

“On the first day a couple of people 
did cross as you would expect, but 
the rest have been solid.”

Dave says it’s because workers 
are “firm in the belief that it’s a just 
cause”. 

“The negotiations began in 
September and they offered us a  
2.25 percent pay rise,” he explained. 

“We have been paid 3 percent pay 
rises yearly and the company had no 
dip in profits so it seemed to defy 
common sense.

“After we rejected the 2.25 percent 
they took the offer off the table and 
proposed a pay freeze. 

“Which is a bit petty.” 

Bosses have spun a yarn that they 
can’t afford the higher pay rise, but 
workers don’t buy it. 

As Kamran said, “They’re still 
making profit and they don’t give us 
anything. The bosses at Westex only 
care about themselves.” 

Mazur, who has been at the factory 
for 18 years, explained that “piece 
work” means workers sometimes 
only get the minimum wage. 

“If you hit the targets you can get 
£10 an hour and it can be good,” he 
told Socialist Worker.

“If you don’t, it’s only the mini-
mum rate.” 

Mahbul, another long-time Westex 
worker, added, “Everything is expen-
sive and it’s going up.” 

On top of pay, some workers are 
angry that bosses have intensified the 
work. 

Ibrahim told Socialist Worker, 
“It’s very hard work at the factory. 
They give everybody two machines 
to work.” 

Another worker explained that a 
few years ago, one machine would 

have one operator.  Bosses have dug 
their feet in, are hiring new workers, 
and have managed to ride out the 
busier Christmas period. 

They made no concessions at talks 
at the Acas conciliation service last 
week.

Workers have been buoyed by sup-
port from trade unionists across West 
Yorkshire and residents. 

This has to be built wider across 
the labour movement. 

The Unite national leadership 
should make it a dispute of national 
significance. 

And trade unionists, campaigners 
and socialists across Britain need to 
raise solidarity and money for the 
Westex workers. 
Tweet support to @Kelvin1mawer or 
email kelvin.mawer@unitetheunion.org

A SAMPLE of the struggle in Cleckheaton                     Picture: SocialiSt Worker
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Rising heat 
should raise 
alarm for 
catastrophe
Temperatures are smashing records, 
but climate rebels in Scotland are 
taking on those responsible, reports 
Sarah Bates

The five years to 2019 were 
the hottest ever, new data shows. 
And 2019 was the second hottest 
since records began—under‑
lining the scale of the climate 
emergency.

That’s according to data from the 
UK Met office, the University of East 
Anglia, Nasa, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and 
the Copernicus Climate Change 
Service.

“It’s now official that we have just 
completed the warmest decade on 
record, a reminder that the planet 
continues to warm as we continue to 
burn fossil fuels,” said  climatologist 
Michael Mann. 

The figures are taken from  
average air temperature—but the 
oceans reveal an even grimmer 
picture. It’s estimated that more 
than 90 percent of heat-produced 
 greenhouse gases are absorbed into 
the ocean.

A further report, also released 
last week in the Adavances in 
Atmospheric Sciences journal, 
shows that 2019 was “the largest 
single-year increase of the entire 
decade, said Mann. 

“A sobering reminder that 
 human-caused heating of our planet 
continues unabated.”

An increase in ocean temperature 
drives bigger storms and extreme 
weather, melts ice causing sea 
levels to rise and devastates animal 
 species and their habitats.

Unleashed
The reports came as activists 
from Extinction Rebellion (XR) in 
Scotland unleashed a fortnight of 
resistance against the fossil fuel 
industry with a “Rig Rebellion 2.0”.

Climate rebels in Aberdeen 
positioned themselves on oil firm 
Shell’s doorstep last Thursday to 
“point the finger at people who are 
 responsible” for climate catastrophe.

Politics student Gil Anderson 
was locked to an oil barrel  blocking 
one of the entrances to the Shell 
 headquarters building when he 

spoke to Socialist Worker. He said, 
“There’s been lots of good work from 
NGOs and locally-based activists. 

“But the only real change that’s 
ever occurred in general— including 
environmental activism—is when 
people take direct action,” said Gil.

“It’s not about just waiting on 
MPs—we want to show people that 
it’s within our means to take action 
ourselves.”

Other actions during the  
rebellion saw rebels scale an oil rig 
off the coast of Dundee and hold 
protests outside petrol stations.

Inspired
Retired oil worker Neil Rothnie told 
Socialist Worker he was inspired to 
join in partly because of the threat 
that rapid-onset climate catastrophe 
posed to his grandchildren.

He said that “workers must be at 
the centre” of the transition away 
from oil and gas and that there had 
to be “a massive increase in the 
renewable energy industry”. 

“One way or another the oil 
rigs will end,” he said. “If they end 
sooner we survive. If they end later 
it does not bode well.”

TemperATures hAve rocketed within the last 50 years  

An owl of rage at high speed rail line
ReBelS took to Colne Valley, 
west london last Saturday in a 
day of direct action against the 
development of the high-speed 
HS2 train line. 

Around 30 activists from 
extinction Rebellion, StopHS2 
and Save Colne Valley are 
occupying the space to prevent 
felling of woodland, and 
destruction of natural habitats. 

Some 4,000 trees have been 
chopped down.

A further 28,000 are marked 
for felling. 

HS2 bosses are also planning 
to drill through an aquifer—
risking polluting driving water 
for 3.2 million people. 

the construction of HS2 is 
hugely damaging to wildlife such 

as the barn owl. A report from 
the Wildlife trust revealed last 
week that it puts 108 ancient 
woodlands at risk. 

Five sites of international 
importance and 33 sites of 
scientific interest are also 
threatened.

As well as threatening animal 
species and their habitats, the 
project is wildly expensive.

And it’s set to get even 
costlier. 

A leaked 
government-commissioned 
review of the project said that 
HS2 could cost up to £106 billion. 

transport secretary Grant 
Shapps said a decision on 
whether to continue with HS2 
would be made “very soon”.

figure it out
 1.5  degrees centigrade 

increase in 
temperature from 
pre‑industrial levels 
will significantly 
worsen extreme 
weather

 1.1  degrees—the amount 
global temperatures 
have already risen by

 3-4  degrees—is how much 
temperatures are on 
course to rise by

Dust and hail follow wildfires
AustrAliA’s bushfire 
crisis is “far from 
over,” authorities are 
warning, as extreme 
weather conditions 
rampage through the 
country. 

some 80 blazes are 
still burning across 
New south Wales 
(NsW) and Victoria. 

intense storms took 
place in Melbourne 
and Canberra. 

some areas 
experienced hail 

as big as golf balls. 
Further severe storms 
are expected this 

week. Heavy rainfall 
and floods hit NsW 
and Queensland last 
week—major roads 
were closed and 
some people reported 
power cuts.

A terrifying “wall of 
dust” swept through 
central NsW on 
sunday, turning the 
air completely black. 

long-running 
drought conditions 
and heavy winds 
created the clouds. 

hail that fell last week

Anti-rAcism
Johnson’s Tories could rush 
through attack on migrants
tory priMe minister 
Boris Johnson 
could try to push 
through even harsher 
immigration rules 
two years ahead of 
schedule.

the tories had said 
that there would be a 
two-year “transition 
period” from old to 
new immigration rules 
after Britain leaves 
the european union 
(eu). 

their plans would 
make it harder for 
migrants to come to 
live, work and study 
in Britain and make 
life insecure for the 
poorest ones. 

But the cabinet 
was set this week to 
discuss ditching the 
transition. this means 
new immigration rules 
could come into force 
from January 2021. 

Johnson’s proposed 
“Australian-style 
points-based system” 
would arbitrarily 
divide migrants 
between “high skilled” 
and “low skilled 
workers”. 

those deemed 
low skilled, such as 
some health, care and 
construction workers, 
would only be allowed 
in temporarily and 
have few rights while 
living in Britain. 

the possibility 
of bringing in the 
new system early 
sparked opposition 
from sections of big 
business and bosses 
in the public sector. 

they fear new rules 
would leave them with 
a labour shortage. 

Defending 
migrants’ rights 
should not be framed 
in terms of what’s 
good for big business 
and profit. 

racist scapegoating 
of migrants divide 
working class people 
and make it harder to 
take on tory austerity 
and bosses’ attacks. 

Anti-racists should 
fight to defend and 
extend freedom of 
movement and the 
right of all migrants to 
remain in Britain. 

Protest for child refugees
protesters from 
charity safe passage 
and stand up to 
racism held a 
demonstration in 
central london on 
Monday in defence of 
child refugees’ rights.

it came ahead of a 
vote by peers in the 
House of lords on the 
tories’ Brexit bill.

tory Mps last 
week voted to scrap 
protections of the 
rights of some 
unaccompanied child 
refugees.

the european 

union’s Dublin 
regulation forces 
refugees to apply for 
asylum in the first 
member state they 
reach, and allows 
other states to turn 
them away. 

unaccompanied 
children who have 
family in another 
member state can 
get around it and 
join their families in 
Britain

But tory Mps 
voted against an 
amendment that 
would have kept that 

protection. speaking 
at the protest labour 
peer Alf Dubs—
who is behind the 
amendment—said, 
“Child refugees 
who’ve got family here 
should be able to join 
them even after we’ve 
left the eu. 

“For some reason 
the government has 
pulled that out of the 
bill. 

“it makes them 
seem nasty and 
horrible. Who could 
be against children 
joining their families?”

more online
Longer report from Scotland at 
bit.ly/rigrebel

An Xr ex‑tree‑mist in Colne valley
P

ic
t
u

r
e
: e

x
t
in

c
t
io

n
 r

e
b

e
ll

io
n

School 
climAte 
StRikeS
Friday 14 February
Friday 13 March
Organise actions in your 
workplace or school
See ukscn.org/events 
for a strike near you

supporting refugees’ rights outside parliament on monday  Picture: Guy Smallman

Tories want to make it harder for migrants to come
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RhetoRic fRom the Rich 
mASkS A Rotten SyStem

 B
illionaire bosses, 
politicians and 
celebrities descended 
on Davos in Switzerland 
this week for the annual 

World economic Forum (WeF).
The WeF was supposedly set 

up to “improve the state of the 
world”. But in reality, it’s just a 
chance to give their obscene 
wealth a veneer of caring and 
concern for all.

Prince Charles is expected to 
deliver a talk on “how to save the 
planet”.

oxfam published its annual 
report on inequality ahead of the 
conference. The report showed 
that the 2,153 billionaires in the 
world have more wealth than  
4.6 billion people.

The top 1 percent collectively 
has twice as much wealth as  
6.9 billion people, nearly the 
entire world’s population.

and the 22 richest men have 
more wealth than the 326 million 
women living in africa.

oxfam said the number of 
billionaires has doubled over the 
last year, at the cost of ordinary 
people.

Some 42 percent of women 
across the world can’t go into 
paid employment because they 

are responsible for taking care of 
someone else. Those with paid 
jobs in care have to put up with 
irregular hours and poor pay.

according to the report, a rise 
of just 0.5 percent in taxes on the 
richest 1 percent over ten years 
would equal enough investment 
to create 117 million jobs in care 
sectors.

This job creation would help to 
ease the immense burden put on 
women around the world.

The people who gather at 
Davos will not bring about 
anything like the change we need. 
They are the cause of the world’s 
problems, not the solution.

Their avowed focus on climate 
change was already fraying even 

before Donald Trump arrived.
reacting to a dire international 

Monetary Fund forecast, the 
Financial Times newspaper 
reported, “The latest signs of 
economic fragility will force global 
leaders and chief executives 
to tackle the more immediate 
challenges of restoring growth.” 

Profit comes first, saving the 
planet can be ditched.

Yet the meeting is also being 
held as protests against inequality 
and corruption have swept many 
parts of the world. Just recently 
we saw one of the biggest 
workers’ strikes in history in india.

Workers continue to battle 
president emmanuel Macron in 
France.

and in the last few months 
protests have hit Chile, lebanon, 
iraq, iran, Hong Kong, Sudan, 
Guinea, algeria and other 
countries.

Such protests are inspiring. But 
the immense wealth concentrated 
among the Davos rich reminds us 
that protest needs to become a 
challenge to the whole system.

We need to seize control of 
the economy from the Davos 
vultures and do away with the 
billionaires and the system that 
produces billionaires.

coRbyn’S peeR pReSSuRe
 BoriS JoHnSon’S wheeze 

to spaff a fortune up a wall 
moving the House of lords 

to York was met with derision—
even from the lords. 

admiral lord West, a labour 
peer and former First Sea lord, 
said, “The lords are a key part of 
parliament. 

“it’s not just an add-on where 
funny people sit around wearing 
ermine fur.” 

He’s right that it’s not just 
that—they get expenses for 
turning up to it. in contrast, the 

man who proves people aren’t like 
their names—Tory minister James 
Cleverly—said, “We are looking 
at a whole range of options on 
making sure the whole of the 
UK feels properly connected to 
politics.”

it is a strange argument to say 
that having a bunch of bishops and 
politician bribers nearby connects 
you to politics. 

Gyula remes and Marcos 
Gourgel were both close to 
parliament. 

Unfortunately they were both 

homeless and both died at the 
entrances to parliament.

While Johnson is looking 
for distractions, labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn is going out with a 
whimper.

He is set to nominate Tom 
Watson, Karie Murphy and John 
Bercow for peerages. 

Getting an enemy, an ally and a 
Tory into the lords is what passes 
for a broad church. 

it’s a suitable legacy for the 
failure to shake the establishment 
that was the Corbyn project.

the people who 
gather at Davos 
will not bring 
about the change 
we need

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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 Can Boris Johnson  
 get trade deal done?
NOW BORIS Johnson really has to “get Brexit done”. 
Formally leaving the European Union (EU) on 31 January 
is one thing. Settling the real relationship between Britain 
and what will remain its biggest market is quite another.

The opening manoeuvres around the Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) that Britain and the EU are committed 
to negotiating by the end of the year have already begun. 
The EU leaders look set to continue the strategy that, from 
their point of view, they pursued pretty successfully with 
Theresa May.

This involved letting the Brits commit themselves to 
a silly deadline and then spinning negotiations out. This 
forced May, for fear of leaving the EU without a deal and the 
resulting economic disruption, to sign up to a Withdrawal 
Agreement that kept Britain tied closely to the EU.

Johnson’s successful campaign to become prime minister 
was based on rejecting this deal. But he too has tied himself 
to a deadline. He has written into his new Withdrawal Bill 
that the FTA has to be agreed by the end of 2020. 

Many fear that this risks a disruptive break with the EU, 
with British goods and services facing high European tariffs 
if no deal is struck in time.

The EU meanwhile has started to run down the clock. 
Negotiations can’t start till Brussels has agreed on its policy, 
which won’t happen till next month. 

The EU’s aim is to prevent Britain becoming a 
“Singapore‑on‑Thames”, with much lower standards on 
labour rights, environmental protection, and so on. 

This would allow British firms to undercut their 
continental rivals. German chancellor Angela Merkel said 
after Johnson’s election victory that the EU now had “a 
competitor at our doorstep”.

Containing this threat would mean keeping Britain tied to 
the EU’s regime of trade regulation. A seminar in Brussels a 
couple of weeks ago agreed, for example, that Britain should 
commit itself to “dynamic alignment” with EU regulations on 
environmental policy. This would mean changing British law 
every time EU law was modified.

Sails
But it seems very unlikely that Johnson’s government, with 
the wind in its sails after winning an 80‑seat majority, will 
accept this. “There will not be alignment, we will not be a 
ruletaker, we will not be in the single market and we will 
not be in the customs union—and we will do this by the end 
of the year,” chancellor Sajid Javid told the Financial Times 
newspaper last week.

As we saw in the Iran crisis, Johnson’s strategy is to keep 
Britain midstream between the United States and the EU. 
He wants to negotiate an FTA with Washington as well as 
one with Brussels. Staying too close to the EU would make it 
much harder to get a deal from Donald Trump.

The economic impact of refusing to stay aligned to 
the EU will vary according to sector. Mark Carney, the 
outgoing governor of the Bank of England, opposes the City 
of London taking its rules from Brussels. “We would not 
be comfortable, outsourcing supervision of this incredibly 
complex, incredibly important financial sector,” he said as 
long ago as December 2018.

The City is the most powerful international financial 
centre, and has actually got stronger since the 2016 
referendum. 

But the car industry, for example, is in a very different 
position. It relies on supply chains rolling into the continent 
and exports 80 percent of its output, half going to the EU and 
another quarter to countries with trade deals with the EU. 

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders reacted 
with fury at Javid’s interview, saying that diverging from EU 
regulations would cost billions of pounds. The Unite union 
backed them up. An EU official warned, “Prepare for the 
worst.”

Sacrificing manufacturing hardly fits with Johnson’s 
promise to rescue the old industrial regions. Interestingly, he 
said last week that it was “epically likely” that the FTA would 
be struck by the end of the year—which isn’t the same as 
saying it was certain. 

Remember his promise to “die in a ditch” to get Britain 
out of the EU by the end of last October? Maybe, as Brussels 
twists his arm, he will budge.

LABOUR HUSTINGS—five go on an adventure  

 Labour leadership hopefuls   
 battle it out at key hustings
by NICK CLARK

FO RT Y  S ECO N DS  to 
answer  a  quest ion  i s  
perfect for a politician. It 
gives you just enough time 
to sound as if you’ve said 
something, without saying 
anything much.

That was the format for the 
first Labour Party  leadership 
hustings last Saturday. 

Right wing candidate Jess 
Phillips later admitted she 
was “awful” during the hus‑
tings. She said she’d failed 
to be “bold,” “real” and 
“authentic”.

She hadn’t been clear 
enough, she seemed to say. 
“I was trying to hit a million 
different lines and messages.” 
But that’s not quite true. 

Phillips stood out as the 
most right wing candidate on 
the stage, and was apparently 
very pleased about it.

She didn’t have much to 
promise other than “to speak 
in the language that people 
speak in on the doorsteps.”

What does this mean? 
Turns out it’s the dog whistle 
issue of “crime and security”. 
More cops available the next 
time she wants to call the 
police on travellers.

P h i l l i p s  k n o w s  s h e 
 probably won’t win. She’s 
struggling to get enough 
nominations from unions, 
Labour‑affiliated societies or 
constituency parties to make 
it onto the ballot paper.

“Boris Johnson would be 

terrified to face me,” she 
pleaded at the hustings—
apparently exasperated that 
no one else agrees.

The frontrunners are 
Rebecca Long‑Bailey and 
Keir Starmer.

Starmer’s pitch was essen‑
tially to try and claim the 
legacy of Jeremy Corbyn’s 
leadership while making it 
acceptable to the right.

That means “don’t trash” 
the governments of Tony 
Blair and Gordon Brown. But 
also “don’t trash” Corbyn’s 
leadership. His ambition 
to “capture the radicalism 

and make it relevant” really 
means take Labour to the 
right.

But it could have purchase 
among ordinary members 
demoralised by defeat and 
the argument that they lost 
because too many voters are 
right wing.

Arguments
Yet if he’s a danger, it’s at 
least partly because the 
left’s candidate, Rebecca 
Long‑Bailey,  has given 
too much ground to those 
arguments.

Too often, she didn’t sound 
so radically different to any 
of the other candidates.

Maybe that’s partly because 
Corbyn’s  leadership shifted 
the terrain in the Labour 
Party. It’s not possible for the 
right to run for  leadership on 
the same platform as Corbyn’s 
opponents did in 2015.

But a lot of the left’s 
 radicalism has gone. 

Shifting power and wealth 
in favour of working people 
has become shifting power 
“to our regions and nations.” 

Changing the system is 
reduced to abolishing the 
House of Lords.

That’s not quite the radi‑
cally different society Corbyn 
seemed to promise in 2015.

Long‑Bailey is backed by 
Corbyn, and in that sense 
she is the Corbynite candi‑
date. It’s just that Corbynism 
has lowered its sights over 
the years. Those 40‑second 
answers can be quite telling.

Blair was a disaster
NOSTALGIC supporters 
of the right wing Tony 
Blair governments were 
outraged to be told Tony 
Blair’s governments were 
right wing last week.

Speaking in 
parliament, Labour MP 
Zarah Sultana hoped 
to end “40 years of 
Thatcherism”—covering 
the Labour governments 
of Blair and Brown as 
well as Thatcher’s Tories.

The right feebly 
pointed to the mild 
reforms introduced 
under Blair. They like 
to forget Blair’s big 
project was—in the 
words of his own adviser 

Peter Mandelson—
“to move forward 
from where Margaret 
Thatcher left off”.

That meant benefits 
cuts, pay cuts, job cuts 
and privatisation.

Labour haemorrhaged 
votes under the Blair and 
Brown governments.

When first elected in 
1997 it got 13.5 million 
votes from people fed up 
with years of Tory rule. 
When it was booted out 
in 2010 it had just over 
eight and a half million.

It’s a warning to 
those who think being 
right wing will make 
Labour popular.

Tony Blair—warmonger
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Seriously ill 
patients 
stranded in 
A&E wards
A decade of Tory cuts has the NHS 
at breaking point—with patients 
stuck in ambulances and emergency 
wards, writes Tomáš Tengely-Evans
TORY  AUSTER ITY  mean t 
patients were forced to sleep 
overnight at an A&E unit in one 
the biggest hospitals in England.

A leaked memo from hospital 
bosses at the Royal Sunderland 
Hospital shows that it was running 
out of beds last week.

Bosses sent an email to local GP 
doctors last Friday, warning them 
that an increase in admissions was 
having a “severe impact across the 
trust”.

It said, “There has been increased 
pressures on bed capacity over the 
past two to three days.

“Fifty more beds are being used, 
40 boarding in different wards 
and 20 patients were stuck in 
the emergency department as no 
beds  available.” This led to “some 
patients having to sleep overnight.”

People forced to sleep at the 
department would have already 
been admitted into hospital as 
“medical emergencies”, not just 
waiting to be seen. 

Yet health workers were unable 
to find beds on wards—despite 
the fact that the Royal Sunderland 
Hospital had opened up 50 more 
beds to top up its usual 970 to cope 
with the winter crisis.

Acute
The winter always sees increased 
admissions by people with the flu, 
but hospitals would be able to cope 
if there weren’t acute beds and 
 staffing crises. 

The number of hospital beds in 
England has consistently fallen 
during the last two decades from 
over 240,000 to under 150,000 in 
2019. There are roughly 2.7 beds per 
1,000 people in Britain—the second 
lowest number across Europe.

In Sunderland the hospital tried 
to cope by cancelling operations and 
getting “extra consultants pulled 
into the emergency department”. 

This wasn’t enough and bosses 
asked GPs to only refer patients to 
A&E “if all other possible solutions 
have been exhausted”. One local GP 

said the hospital bosses’ request was 
“exasperating”. 

The other possible solutions 
 provide no long term relief. 

One option the hospital is 
trying involved buying bed places 
in local care homes, themselves  
overstretched by the social care crisis. 

In another sign of the NHS crisis 
this week the opening of two hospi-
tals in Liverpool and Sandwell will 
be held up until 2022, according to 
the NAO spending watchdog. 

The Royal  Liverpool  and 
Sandwell hospitals were delayed 
after the collapse of outsourcing 
giant Carillion in 2017. 

It had been building the hospi-
tals under the private finance initia-
tive (PFI) privatisation scam. This 
saw banks and private companies 
finance and build hospitals, then 
rent them back at huge interest pay-
ments and maintenance costs to the 
NHS.

The bill for the Royal Liverpool 
Hospital is now expected to come in 
at more than £1 billion, compared 
to £746 million originally stated.

The NHS needs a sharp  injection 
of cash and a total break from 
privatisation.

 

BACK STORY
Tory cuts and privatisation have 
had a deadly impact on the NHS 
lOver 80,000 patients waited at 
least half an hour to be admitted 
from an ambulance in December 
lNearly 22,000 of those 
patients had to wait over an hour 
lThere has been an increase in 
winter admissions because of 
illnesses like flu 
lBut the NHS is unable to cope 
with high admissions due to cuts 
made by the Tory government

SUNDERLAND ROYAL Hospital is one of the biggest in England 

WELFARE

5,000 disabled people receive their 
benefits—but only after their deaths
SOME 5,000 ill and disabled benefit 
claimants have died before being 
repaid thousands of pounds owed 
to them due to a government error.

Had they received the money, 
it could have helped them to 
live more independent and less 
stressful lives.

The error in payment of 
Employment and Support 
Allowance (ESA) goes back nearly 
a decade. Thousands of claimants 
were awarded too little ESA after 
being moved onto the benefit from 
older benefits.

 Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) officials had failed 
to properly check what claimants 
were entitled to.

The DWP has spent years 
looking into 600,000 cases where 
people may have lost out. It 
originally estimated that around 
70,000 claimants had been 
underpaid around £340 million 
between 2011 and 2014.

So far, around 122,000 people 
have been repaid £5,000 on 
average because of the error. But 
they had to wait years for what 
they were owed. And the figure 
includes the 5,000 who have died, 

who have lost out on an average 
of £3,000 each. As part of the 
investigation, the DWP is looking 
into 50,000 cases where claimants 
have died. As of 12 January, it had 
completed reassessment of 44,000.

Disability Rights UK researcher 
Evan Odell said the news was 
“scandalous”. “To make matters 
worse, the problems with the 
system are still present,” he added. 
“ESA is not fit for purpose.”

Terminally
Meanwhile, an estimated 2,000 
terminally ill people have died 
without getting any financial 
support due to the chaos of 
Universal Credit (UC). That’s 
according to the Marie Curie and 
Motor Neurone Disease Association 
charities.

A rule classes terminal illness 
as when someone’s death is 
“reasonably expected within six 
months”. Those expected to live 
beyond half a year can’t get their 
benefit applications fast tracked. 

And they’ve been forced to 
attend assessments to see if they 
are “fit for work”. Fury at the 
rule forced the DWP to pledge a 

review of its policies on terminally 
ill people and benefits six months 
ago. The review is still ongoing.

Jo Lynton spent months trying 
to help her husband Mark, who 
died from motor neurone disease, 
claim benefits.

She told Birmingham Live, 
“Claiming benefits was horrendous. 
We were entitled to claim income 
support of £50 a week and council 
tax benefits. I couldn’t get either 
of those because I couldn’t get 
anybody from Universal Credit to 
answer the phone.

“We were on hold for 50-60 
minutes and I couldn’t be on hold 
for 50 or 60 minutes because my 
husband could choke on his own 
saliva. What was I supposed to do? 
Tell him to choke quietly?”

She added, “We needed the 
support and we just couldn’t get 
it. It was very frustrating, very 
upsetting.”

Tory attacks on benefits are 
snatching scraps of money from 
the most vulnerable people. They 
are one more reason to build 
resistance to Boris Johnson and his 
barbaric regime.
Sadie Robinson 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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 Stronger  
 strikes can  
 end France  
 stalemate
Union leaders have failed to call the 
all-out general strike needed to beat 
Macron, says Charlie Kimber

THE REVOLT in France against 
attacks on pensions has reached 
a critical moment.

Millions of people continue to be 
involved intermittently in strikes 
and protests. But the indefinite 
strikes are not spreading. 

President Emmanuel Macron 
hopes he can persuade enough 
union leaders to call off action, 
isolate the most militant strikers, 
and force through the core of his 
 neoliberal assault. 

Unsa union leaders last  weekend 
called off an indefinite strike in 
Paris’s RATP public transport system 
that began on 5 December. 

However indefinite strikes on 
the national rail continue. And 
large numbers of teachers, refin-
ery workers, firefighters and health 
workers have been striking for a day 
or more. 

More action was planned for this 
week. Nine union federations and 
student organisations called jointly 
for support for local strikes on 
Wednesday, strikes and “torchlight 
events” on Thursday and national 
strikes and demonstrations on 
Friday. 

Friday is the day the coun-
cil of ministers will consider the 
 government’s pension proposals.

Last week saw impressive mobili-
sations. According to the CGT union 
federation, nearly 250,000 people 
marched in Paris last Thursday. And 
strikers and Yellow Vests marched 
together in their thousands on 
Saturday.

Ports
Strikes have spread to French 
ports, causing delays to ferry ser-
vices to Britain. And last  Thursday 
vessels set to export a total of 
536,000 tons of cereals, mostly 
wheat, were held up outside the 
ports.

Unions called for a 72-hour ports 
strike this week and a “dead ports” 
strategy of closing down operations. 
There are large pickets at the seven 
major seaports. 

The port strikes have led to 
 shortages in supermarkets in 

France’s “overseas territories” such 
as Martinique.

Last Saturday in Marseille,  
sailors and striking workers at 
Fluxel—the company responsi-
ble for the  loading and unloading 
of tankers—blocked access to the 
depot with heavy goods vehicles. 

Teachers have also been taking 
action. Last Wednesday they occu-
pied the Paris Rectorate—the 
 education department. 

The Rectorate of Rouen was also 
blocked while protests also took 
place in Versailles, Lille, Reims and 
Montpellier.

Last Friday striking workers 
and their supporters burst into 
the Bouffes du Nord theatre in 
Paris where Macron was viewing a 
performance. 

They shouted, “Macron resign,” 
and, “General strike,” before being 
removed by police.

Despite concessions on details, 
the government is not moving 
 substantially. And union leaders 
have not called the all-out general 
strike that’s needed to win.

Strikers have to continue  building 
pressure on their leaders, and 
deepen rank and file coordination 
to call action if their leaders won’t.

BACK STORY
Millions of workers began strikes 
across France on 5 December
lThey are fighting president 
Macron’s plan to cut pensions 
and raise the state pension age
lStrikes have spread to ports, 
causing disruption, and indefinite 
walkouts continue on the rail
lBut a transport union called off 
an indefinite strike in Paris last 
weekend
lStrikers need to organise to put 
pressure on union leaders to call 
more hard-hitting action

 Thousands join anti-regime protests
PROTESTS CONTINUED in 
Iran last week after the regime 
admitted to downing a Ukranian 
passenger plane, killing 170 
people.

The protests—mostly centred 
around universities—spread 
after thousands of people 
demonstrated in Tehran.

The regime at first denied 
responsibility for downing the 
aircraft, but later admitted the 
plane was hit by an Iranian  
anti-aircraft missile.

Earlier that evening Iran had 
launched missile strikes on US 
air bases in Iraq in retaliation for 
the assassination of top general 
Qassem Soleimani.

Politicians in the West pretend 
to support the protesters. And 
many English-language media 
reports portray the protests as 
pro-West.

Yet many protesters also know 
that the US is responsible for 
devastating sanctions that ruin 
the lives of ordinary Iranian 
people.

And they know association 
with the West, and Western 
intervention, undermines their 
protests.

They are an example that 
it is possible for Iranians to 
challenge their own rulers 
without necessarily siding with 
the US.

 Rage against sexist Trump
UP to 10,000 
demonstrators took 
to the streets of 
Washington DC for 
the fourth annual US 
Women’s March last 
Saturday. 

More than 250 
sister protests took 
place across the US 
and the rest of the 
world, including in 
London and Brussels.

In the US, many 
protesters called 
for Donald Trump’s 

impeachment. There 
was widespread 
anger over right wing 
politicians’ latest 
attempts to restrict 
abortion rights.

Rightwingers have 
gained confidence 
from having sexist 
Trump in office.

The Women’s 
Marches linked other 
issues with demands 
for women’s rights.

Some protesters 
highlighted climate 

change and migrants’ 
rights.

The Women’s 
March started in the 
US in 2017 to protest 
against Trump’s 
inauguration. 

It saw some  
5.3 million people 
protest worldwide.

Protester Becky 
Halbe said, “The 
energy is still there. 

“We can’t give up—
this is important to 
show that we care.”

STRIKERS MARCHING in France last Thursday 

FIGURE IT OUT
 10,000   

joined the Women’s March in 
Washington last Saturday. The 
protests began in 2017 against 
Donald Trump’s inauguration

250  

 sister protests took place across 
the US and the rest of the world 
on the same day, including in 
London and Brussels

Protesters in Iran

More online
Rail striker appeals for  
solidarity bit.ly/FranceRail

IRAN
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Tories make 
hunger worse
OVER THE last ten years 
the rise in food banks 
has quadrupled. 

Unfortunately under 
the Tories, the situation 
will worsen. We have 
to demand that food 
companies supply food 
banks.

Jonathan Bellini
West London

Iranian people 
on the streets
I READ how Iranians are 
taking to the streets after 
war threats (Socialist 
Worker, 15 January).

They are suffering 
under brutal and 
unrelenting sanctions, 
embargoes, and attacks.

Why don’t we see 
people in the US 
protesting every day 
given their government’s 
crimes against Iran and 
other nations?

David Raun
On Facebook

Who should 
lead Labour?
THE LABOUR Party 
lurches to the right, yet 
again (Socialist Worker, 
15 January).

When will the 
reformists realise 
the Labour Party 
wasn’t formed as a 
revolutionary socialist 
party? How many good 
socialists are going to 
waste their lives trying 
resurrect this corpse?

Ian McGeorge
On Facebook

lTHE FAR left would 
rather maintain purity in 
opposition than win and 
change lives.

Alistair James
On Facebook

lI AM a staunch 
Momentum activist, but I 
think if Labour is to ever 
win power, we need a 
leader who can unite the 
left and right voters.

We’ll never win by 
appealing only to the left.

Ben Benjamin
On Facebook

France on a 
knife edge
LAST WEEK the French 
government made a 
temporary concession 
on one element of the 
pension reforms. 

Both government 
and strikers are very 
determined and the 
conflict is on a knife 
edge. 

The fight has to go on.
John Mullen

France

Just a 
thought...

 More police won’t help working class
REBECCA DALE (Socialist 
Worker, 15 January) 
argues that more money 
for the police will lead to 
more convictions. 

But the police are not 
there to protect us. 

As Rebecca points out, 
the rate of conviction for 
reported rapes stands at a 
shocking 1.7 percent. 

And more go 
unreported as the police 
increasingly use 
repressive methods 
against victims, such as 
seizing phones and 
accessing medical 
records. 

This casts doubt over 

the testimonies of those 
who report rapes.

In fact, money for cops 
has little effect on 
prosecution rates. Figures 
remain relatively stable 
regardless of how much 
money is chucked at 
police budgets. Rebecca 
rightly points to the 
brutality of the cops, but 
paints them as being held 
back from doing the right 
thing by budget 
constraints.

The reality is their 
brutal treatment of 
protesters, ethnic 
minorities and working 
class mobilisations are 

expressions of their main 
role. 

This is to enforce a 
system where the rich 
lord it over the rest of us 
with contempt.

Alistair Farrow
West London

 The real  
 gangsters
YOUR ARTICLE on opioids 
refers to the disaster of 
opioid addiction, (Socialist 
Worker, 8 January).

This drug curse was 
“pioneered” by the Sackler 
family—the most vicious 
drug gangsters in America.

They have made billions 
from poisoning the poor.

 In London, they have 
sponsored many galleries 
and museums. They have 
tried to seem like pristine 
cultural benefactors. 

And the mercenary art 
world here embraces them 
without conscience or 
principle. 

The Sacklers are the 
epitome of capitalism—they 
pretend to be “civilised” 
and “caring” while they 
exploit and persecute the 
working class.

Zekria Ibrahimi
West London

 Mindful  
 Marxism
SARAH BATES draws 
attention to some impor-
tant points about the 
dangerous influence 
exerted by the “wellness” 
industry (Socialist Worker, 
8 January).

The most worrying of 
these is the way that 
“mindfulness”—a practice 
emphasising living in the 
moment—has been 
hijacked.

This can be good but if 
people don’t like what they 
see, then they should feel 
able to take action.

Karl Marx was right 
when he wrote that in a 
world shaped by the 
capitalist system all workers 
have nothing to lose by 
becoming politically active.  

Adam Colclough
Stoke-on-Trent

 Take on Green racists  
 in Austrian coalition
IN AUSTRIA, the Green 
party has entered into a 
coalition with the 
conservative People’s Party.

The government 
announced expansion of 
the headscarf ban to  
14 year old schoolchildren 
and the decision to take 
preventive detention for 
asylum seekers are pure 
racism. 

It is shameful that a “left 
party” supports such 
racism. 

Migrants, especially 
Muslims, cannot rely on 
either party. The talk of the 

Greens’ “solidarity and 
anti-racism” turns out to be 
a pure lie.

What is happening here 
is the structural oppression 
of a group of society. 

Anyone with decency 
and reason should actually 
see that this is about the 
exclusion and demonisation 
of Muslims.

Now the ban is being 
broadened under a left 
wing government party and 
it will certainly not stop 
there. 

Fatima El Shebiny
Austria

We’re fighting for Sheffield 
to divest from Israeli firms
AT SHEFFIELD Hallam (SHU) we’re 
fighting to get the university to 
divest from companies that 
participate or invest in Israeli 
violation of international law.

At a rally in November we called 
on Sheffield Hallam and the 
University of Sheffield to cut ties 
with firms such as Caterpillar, HP, 
BAE Systems, JCB, Volvo trucks 
and Rolls Royce. 

A Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) motion was 
passed by both SHU Student Union 
and UCU union last year.

But the university has not 
progressed with any plans to cut 
their institutional ties with said 
unethical companies.

The university has even hidden 

the BDS policy on the Student 
Union website.

Management has also decided to 
meet with either the BDS 
committee or the SHU Palestine 
Society.

It claims that this is for 
protection of the university’s 
reputation and financial state. 

This clear statement of refusal 
to discuss the university’s 
unethical ties is discriminatory as 
this has rarely happened to a SU 
society in the past. 

The university has also tried to 
turn the student union officers 
against us by advising them to 
seek council from the board of 
trustees before working with the 
Palestine Society. 

The university has violated the 
BDS policy and several other of its 
policies.

And it has refused to respond to 
a Freedom of Information request 
about its institutional and 
financial ties, and divestments. 

By law, any institution asked 
for this must respond within  
20 days.

Yet SHU has still not responded.  
Even so, we will continue our 

fight against the neoliberal, 
unethical universities locally. 

We urge you to do the same at 
your local university regardless of 
the Tories’ post-election ban on 
public bodies supporting BDS. 

Nemo Abdelrahman
Sheffield
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This machine was the summit of the 
mania of the Nazi regime.”

As the war dragged on, the regime 
ran into setbacks. It turned more and 
more to antisemitism to try and hold 
together its support.

“You are seeing the climax of 
supremacism,” said Michael. “At its 
height in 1943 and 1944 it was grab 
and kill, grab and kill. One of my 
father’s uncles was rounded up as late 
as January 1944. You look at the state 
of the Nazi regime then, but it’s 
still rounding up Jews in France.”

Michael described the horror 
of “the way in which the net 
closed around” victims of the 
Holocaust, including his family 
members. Some were close to 
escaping but didn’t. “It’s the 
idea of the arbitrariness of 
 genocide,” he said.

Michael said this 
also “gives an 
insight into 
the way in 
which the 
government 
operated”. 

“In France 
you’re talking 
about collabora-
tion by the Vichy 
regime,” he said. 

“We’re used to the idea 
that governments act 
against people because they 

have done ‘something wrong’. But 
they had been given the J word, they 
could describe someone as Jewish, so 
they’d done something wrong.”

His father’s uncle was arrested on 
31 January 1944. Michael has a piece 
of paper from the time instructing 
police to “arrest all Jews”.

He explained how the targeting 
of Jews came “from the Nazis to the 
Vichy regime and down to the police”. 
Michael said what struck him is “what 

Hannah Arendt called the  banality 
of evil”. “The police report is 
quite  staggering,” he said.

“It says of one victim 1 metre, 
61cm, brown hair, and regular 
nose. The banality of that—and 

that’s state sanctioned murder.” 
As anti-racists mark 

the 75th anniver-
sary of the libera-
tion of Auschwitz, 
the far right, anti-
semit ism and 
racism are on 
the rise. 

T o  m a k e 
“Never Again” 
m o r e  t h a n 
a slogan we 
have to fight 
against the 
forces stok-
ing antisem-
i t i s m  a n d 
racism. 

to an underground room were closed 
behind them. Then from hatches in 
the roof, blue pellets of the insecti-
cide Zyklon B were dropped inside 
and turned into a deadly gas as they 
came into contact with the air. 

It would take between ten and  
20 minutes for everyone to suffocate. 

Afterwards special units of prison-
ers, known as the Sonnderkommando, 
would hose down the rooms and take 
the bodies to be burnt.

Michael has been holding lessons 
in schools in the run-up to Holocaust 

Memorial Day on 27 January. 
“It is hard to describe 
and explain because it is 

so beyond our experi-
ence,” he said. “You’re 
describing premeditated 

MICHAEL ROSEN SPEAKS OUT 
ON 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
LIBERATION OF AUSCHWITZ  

 ‘AT THE CORE OF 
THE HOLOCAUST 
WAS AN
 INDUSTRIAL
 KILLING SYSTEM’

A 
NEW BOOK from author 
and poet Michael Rosen 
looks at the awful 
impact of the Holocaust 
on his family. In it 
Michael details how his 

father’s uncles, Oscar and Martin, 
were rounded up in France and sent 
to the Auschwitz death camp.

The Missing—The True Story of 
My Family in World War Two was 
published ahead of the 75th anniver-
sary of the liberation of Auschwitz 
this month.

The Nazis murdered more than six 
million Jews in the Holocaust, two 
thirds of Europe’s Jewish population, 
between 1941 and 1945. 

Another five million people 
deemed to be “untermenschen” or 
subhuman were killed. 

Auschwitz, the site of the  biggest 
mass murder in history, was at 
the centre of it. Michael said the 
Holocaust is “unique”.

“At the core of it was an indus-
trial killing system,” he told Socialist 
Worker. 

“It was scientific and worked out, 
and it gives an extraordinarily  chilling 
view of a particular type of regime. It 
represents that scientific genocide.” 

The Holocaust, an industrialised 
effort to wipe out an entire group of 
people, was a genocide like no other.

Auschwitz, in occupied southern 
Poland, was the size of a small town.

Jewish people from across Nazi-
occupied Europe—from Slovakia and 
Hungary to France and the British 
Channel Islands—were crammed into 
cattle trucks and transported there.

From May 1944, a branch from 
the main railway line brought people 
right into the Auschwitz II-Birkenau 
site of the camp.

The line was constructed in antici-
pation of the arrival of over 400,000 
Jewish people from Hungary, a 
puppet state that had recently been 
occupied by the Nazis.

At the end of the line were gas 
chambers and crematoria 2 and 3. 
Today only ruins remain as the Nazis 
blew up the two buildings in January 
1945 to try and hide the crimes they 
had committed.

Separated
Rows of brick and wooden prison 
blocks line either side of the rail-
way line. They housed anywhere 
between 400 and 700 people at a 
time. Paramilitary SS “Death’s Head 
Units” decided who would be worked 
to death and who would be gassed 
immediately. 

Families were separated into 
two columns—women and children 
in one, men and older boys in the 
other. SS “doctors” arbitrarily chose 
people’s fate. Children, older people, 
and anyone who looked too ill went 
straight to the gas chamber. 

Only about 20 percent of 
people on average would 
be selected for work.

People were stripped 
and told they would 
have a shower. Doors 

killing in rooms—that’s what these 
gas chambers were.”

He added, “Auschwitz is symbolic 
for Jews, but many other people were 
killed there. Auschwitz in particular 
shows the range of people who were 
in the sights of the Nazis.” 

Yet antisemitism remained key to 
the Nazi regime. And the growth of 
Auschwitz helps to tell the history 
of how the regime’s antisemitism 
developed from discrimination to the 
death camp. 

Auschwitz was a huge complex 
made up of 45 sub camps, two of 
which form part of a museum and 
memorial today. 

Auschwitz 1, a former army bar-
racks, was opened in 1940 to house 
prisoners of war (POWs) and political 
prisoners after the German invasion 
of Poland. 

Chemicals
The Nazis experimented with a gas 
chamber to kill prisoners at the Aus-
chwitz 1 site. Prisoners were seen as a 
source of forced labour and worked in 
the armaments and chemicals plants 
of the various sub camps.

The infamous and sinister sign 
above Auschwitz 1 reads,”Arbeit 
Macht Frei,” or, “Work sets you free.” 

Construction on the Auschwitz 
2-Birkenau camp had begun in 1941 
as a place for Russian POWs. From 
1942 it became the site of genocide 

against Jews. From their seizure of 
power in 1933, the Nazis had opened 
concentration camps to imprison 
their political opponents. 

They rounded up communists, 
socialists and trade unionists, liberals, 
conservative and religious opponents. 

The Nazi state had run cam-
paigns to whip up antisemitism. The 
Nuremberg Laws of 1935 had codified 

antisemitism into law. For instance it 
banned marriages and relationships 
between what the Nazis classified as 
Jews and Germans, and barred Jews 
from German citizenship. 

And Kristallnacht, “The night of 
the broken glass,” saw regime thugs 
destroy Jewish shops on 9 November 
1938.

Antisemitism was a key part of 
Nazi ideology—and grew in impor-
tance after the Second World War 
began. From 1939 the Nazi regime 
took over large swathes of territory 
across eastern Europe. 

In areas that fell under their con-
trol, the Nazis forced local Jews into 
over 270 ghettos in Warsaw, Lodz 
and other towns and cities. 

M e a n w h i l e  t h e  S S ’ s 
“Einsatzgruppen,” or deployment 
units, organised mass murder in the 
wake of the German Army’s advance 
into Poland and Russia. In the 1941 
Babi Yar Massacre in the Ukrainian 
capital Kiev, for instance, they shot 
over 30,000 Jewish people and threw 
them into a ravine. 

As Michael explained, “Auschwitz 
is not the whole Holocaust. 

“A lot of the killing was done by 
troops turning up in a village, round-
ing Jews up and shooting them in the 
square. 

“There are many ways genocide 
can take place. The importance is to 
get across the horror of Auschwitz. 

SS ‘Death’s Head 
Units’ decided who 
would be worked to 
death and who 
would be gassed

‘‘ After their seizure 
of power  in 1933, 
Nazis used 
concentration 
camps

‘‘ 

A carefully drawn-up plan 
to commit mass murder
DECISIONS IN the Nazi regime 
came through a combination of 
orders from the top and initiatives 
from its competing parts.

SS officer Herbert Langer 
pioneered the first death camp 
in Chelmno in central Poland 
from 1941. The murder operation 
consisted of three vans where 
opponents were gassed with 
carbon monoxide. Over 800 Jews 
and 4,000 Romani people were 
killed before February 1942. 

A key turning point came with 
the Wannsee Conference in Berlin 
on 20 January 1942. SS chief 
Reinhard Heydrich and various 
officials planned the deportation 
and mass murder of the Jews. 

In the Spring of 1942 the first 
Jews sent to Auschwitz were from 
Slovakia, which had a Jewish 
population of 90,000 people 
before the war. 

It was a puppet state run 
by Catholic priest Joseph Tiso 
and the Slovak People’s Party, a 
nationalist party with a fanatical 
fascist wing. Its paramilitary 
wing, the Hlinka Guard, had run 

antisemitic campaigns of boycotts 
of Jewish businesses. 

When the Nazis requested 
20,000 slave labourers, the Slovak 
regime wanted to make sure 
women and children went with 
the men. They eventually drew 
up a deal that saw the Slovak 
government pay 500 Reich Marks 
for each Jew deported. 

Internment
Over the course of nine months 
the Hlinka Guard rounded up 
some 60,000 Slovak Jews into 
internment camps ahead of 
transportation to Auschwitz.

At that time when the Slovak 
Jews arrived in Auschwitz, the 
railway platform was two miles 
away from the killing zone. They 
were marched to a building, 
known as The Red Bunker, where 
gas pellets would be dropped 
through the roof. The bodies were 
then wheeled down a makeshift 
railway into a mass grave.

After them Jewish people 
from across Europe were sent to 
Auschwitz. 

The Missing
The True Story of 

My Family in World War II
A personal, powerful and resonant 

account of the Holocaust by 
Michael Rosen, one of Britain’s 

best‑loved children’s authors

Available from Bookmarks Bookshop
info@bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

£8.99

MICHAEL Rosen’s 
family tree (left) 
shows the relatives 
that went missing 
during the war. 
A synagogue in 
Baden Baden 
in Germany set 
ablaze during 
Kristallnacht in 
November 1938 
(right)

Campaigning children’s author Michael Rosen Nazi SS chief Reinhard Heydrich
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

GREATER MANCHESTER
Booklaunch—Transgender 
Resistance, Socialism 
and the Fight for 
Trans Liberation
Wed 26 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St, M2 5NS
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Booklaunch—Transgender 
Resistance, Socialism 
and the Fight for 
Trans Liberation
Thu 30 Jan, 7pm, 
Flamingos Coffee House,
Central Arcade,
LS1 6DX
LIVERPOOL
Booklaunch—Transgender 
Resistance, Socialism 
and the Fight for 
Trans Liberation
Wed 19 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln, L1 3BT
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Iran, imperialism and 
the threat of war
Wed 29 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Centre,
10 Shacklewell St, E2 7EG
SCARBOROUGH
Booklaunch—System 
Change not Climate Change
Sat 25 Jan, 1.30pm, 
Railway Social Club,
723 Westborough,
YO11 1TN
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Booklaunch—Transgender 
Resistance, Socialism 
and the Fight for 
Trans Liberation
Thu 20 Feb, 7pm, 
Central United Reform Church,
60 Norfolk St, S1 2JB

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Chile in revolt—
neoliberalism and resistance
Mon 27 Jan, 6pm, 
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BARNSLEY
French Revolution to 
Peterloo—the working 
class in South Yorkshire
Thu 30 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Room 302, The Civic,
Hanson St, S70 2HZ
BOLTON
Why do some working 
class people vote Tory?
Wed 29 Jan, 7pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club,
16 Wood St ,
BL1 1DY

BRADFORD
Iran, imperialism and 
the threat of war
Thu 30 Jan, 7pm, 
Bread + Roses,
14 N Parade,
BD1 3HT
BRISTOL
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Thu 30 Jan, 7.30pm, 
YHA,
14 Narrow Quay,
BS1 4QA
CARDIFF
Gun and knife crime— 
why are young people 
killing each other?
Wed 29 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Why do some working 
class people vote Tory?
Thu 30 Jan, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN

COLCHESTER
After the election—how 
can we fight for socialism?
Thu 30 Jan, 8pm, 
Oyster Room, Hythe 
Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
CO1 2FG
DUDLEY
Iran, imperialism and 
the threat of war
Wed 29 Jan, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St, Stourbridge,
DY8 1EP
EDINBURGH
Can there be a ‘progressive 
patriotism’?
Wed 29 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL
HUDDERSFIELD
Iran, imperialism and 
the threat of war
Wed 29 Jan, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
No to war—class struggle 
around the world
Thu 30 Jan, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX
LIVERPOOL
Australia to Jakarta—what’s 
behind the climate crisis?
Wed 5 Feb, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
22 School Ln,
L1 3BT
LONDON: HACKNEY
Explaining the 
inexplicable—the Holocaust
Thu 30 Jan, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Explaining the 
inexplicable—the Holocaust
Wed 29 Jan, 7pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd ,
N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Explaining the 
inexplicable—the Holocaust
Thu 30 Jan, 7pm, 
Elizabeth House,
2 Hurlock St,
Highbury, N5 1ED
LONDON: KINGSTON
Why is the media so biased?
Thu 30 Jan, 6pm, 
Room JG3003,
Penrhyn Road Campus,
Kingston University,
KT1 2EE
LONDON: NEWHAM
Women and the far right
Wed 29 Jan, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove ,
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 29 Jan, 7pm, 
Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Rd ,
Brixton,
SW2 1EP

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
After the election—how 
can we fight for socialism?
Wed 29 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Socialism and organising 
in the workplace
Wed 29 Jan, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
The fight for  women’s 
liberation today
Wed 29 Jan, 7pm, 
Central Methodist Hall,
Oldham St,
M1 1JQ
NEWCASTLE
What do we mean 
by revolution?
Wed 29 Jan, 7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial 
Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE
NORWICH
Stop the Tory attacks 
on the NHS
Wed 29 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
POOLE AND DORCHESTER
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Thu 20 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Colliton Club,
Colliton House,
DT1 1XJ
SCARBOROUGH
Why the working class is the 
most revolutionary class
Wed 29 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Tap and Spile,
94 Falsgrave Rd,
YO12 5AZ
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Why the working class is the 
most revolutionary class
Thu 30 Jan, 7pm, 
Central United 
Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB
SWANSEA
Can there be a  ‘progressive 
patriotism’?
Thu 30 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd,
SA2 0BP
WIGAN
Workers’ power, strikes 
and challenging India’s 
hard right government
Thu 30 Jan, 7pm, 
The Anvil,
Dorning St,
WN1 1HE
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Australia to Jakarta—what’s 
behind the climate crisis?
Thu 30 Jan, 7.15pm, 
Light House,
Suite 16, Chubb Bldg,
Fryer St,
WV1 1HT
YORK
Australia to Jakarta—what’s 
behind the climate crisis?
Wed 29 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St,
YO10 4AH

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 30 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St,
BN1 1AF

GLASGOW
Thu 30 Jan, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,
G1 5QT

LONDON: WEST & 
NORTH WEST
Thu 30 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Woodlane Community Centre,
78 White City Cl,
Shepherd’s Bush,
W12 7DZ

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 5 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 
Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

Revolt in France—how 
workers can fight back

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

System Change Not 
Climate Change 
Edited by Martin Empson, £8

This is not a Drill
By Extinction Rebellion 
£8

Too Many People?
By Ian Angus and  
Simon Butler, £13.99

Fighting For Our Future
By Sarah Bates, Camilla 
Royle and Amy Leather, £1

A strikers’ demonstration in France  Picture: FO
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EXHIBITION
HOMELAND UNDER MY 
NAILS
Mohammad Omar Khalil - 
Selected prints (1964-present) 
The Mosaic Rooms, Cromwell 
Road, London SW5 0SW. Until 
24 April 2020

MOHAMMAD OMAR Khalil, 
a painter, master printmaker 
and mentor, practicing since 
the 1960s, is one of the 
most significant artists of his 
generation from Sudan and 
the Arab world.

The exhibition opens with 
a series of self-portraits, a 
practice that Khalil, now 83, 
has long experimented with.

Sudan continues to be a 
focus for the Khalil.

His work is significant 
to the Arab modernist 
movement and to the history 
of International Modernism. 

He was never an artist 
isolated in exile nor has he 
ever forgotten his identity 
or motherland, saying “My 
homeland exists in my nails, 
it expresses itself whenever I 
create an artwork.” 

EXHIBITION
 
NAUM GABO
At Tate St Ives, Porthmeor 
Beach, TR26 1TG.  
Tickets from £9.40 
 
THIS IS the first extensive 
presentation of Naum 
Gabo’s sculptures, paintings, 
drawings and architectural 
designs to be held in Britain 
for over 30 years.

The exhibition marks the 
centenary of the Realistic 
Manifesto 1920.

It was a set of pioneering 
artistic principles launched 
in Moscow by Gabo and his 
brother Antoine Pevsner. 

The statement declared 
that authentically modern 
art should engage with and 
reflect the modern age.

There Is No Year—an angry, 
dark album for a new decade
The latest offering from the band Algiers encapsulates a period of chaos, war 
and struggle—but it’s also got a sense of resistance, writes Lois Browne 
ALGIERS’ THIRD album There Is 
No Year comes in hard and fast. 

Based on a poem by lead singer 
Franklin James Fisher—and politi-
cally charged as ever—it takes aim 
at the current period of struggle and 
turbulent times.

The first and title track of the 
album launches into frantic heavy 
synths and thundering claps, like an 
alarm ringing, signalling ready for 
battle. “It will spiral out of control,” 
sings Fisher. 

The next song and single 
Dispossession dismantles US imperi-
alism, and its effect on people across 
the world. 

Backed by heavy piano and car-
ried by bold lyricism, its video fea-
tures images from the band’s trip to 
Algeria during the 2019 protests. 

It’s shot on location in Noisy-le-
Grand commune in east Paris, where 
the population is largely African. 

The video finished with an evoc-
ative quote from Palestinian poet 
Mahmoud Darwish, “Nothing is 
harder on the soul, than the smell of 
dreams while they are evaporating.” 

It embodies the sentiment that’s at 
the core of the song.

Ominous and sombre, the record 
delves deep into the troubling depths 
of social volatility throughout. 

The track Hour of the Furnace 
speaks of chaos breeding chaos. 

Meanwhile, Chaka touches on 
police brutality and the fear of speak-
ing out against it. 

It’s illustrated with chaotic, dis-
torted saxophone and juxtaposed 
sounds and textures.  

A foreboding ambiance of com-
puterised keys creeps in on the track 
‘Wait for the Sound’, detailing the 
horrific conditions that lead people 
to become refugees. 

Each song is full of emotion. 
At times it does feel that the album 

lingers on a pessimistic tone for a 
few tracks too long, especially as the 
album nears the end. 

But punk riffs clash with gospel 
sounds on final track Void, injecting 
the vigour and a sense of fightback 
with chants of “Got to find a way to 
get out of it, it can all fall”. 

Algiers  begin this 
decade with a note 

of optimism—“It is 
coming around this 
opportunity”.

Seberg misses a wider radical picture
FILM
SEBERG
Directed by Benedict Andrews 
Out now

AS A bloody battle between Black 
Power and the US state raged in 
the late sixties, the movement 
enlisted some unlikely allies—
celebrity actors and sections of 
the Hollywood elite.

Among Marlon Brando, Jane 
Fonda and Leonard Bernstein 
was Jean Seberg, a 30-year old 
star of French New Wave cinema 
who hailed from small town 
Iowa.

Seberg was determined to use 
her fame and her new found 
wealth to aid those fighting the 
system. In the early 1960s she 
financially supported moderate 
anti-racist groups such as the 
NAACP, but later backed radicals, 

including the Black Panther 
Party.

New film Seberg concentrates 
on her political and romantic 
relationship with Hakim Jamal 
(Anthony Mackie), a black 
nationalist leader in the “US” 
organisation. The FBI set out to 
destroy them both.

The FBI’s cointelpro operation 
was designed to gain private 
information about activists, then 
plant fake news about them 
to discredit them in the wider 
movement. They wanted radicals 
to see each other as competitors 
and enemies.

Kristen Stewart captures well 
the way the FBI’s psychological 
war destroyed Seberg’s mental 
health, ultimately causing her a 
miscarriage—and a number of 
suicide attempts.

The film is well made, 
designed and shot. But it misses 

crucial context that would have 
made it much stronger.

Sure, the FBI lied about Seberg 
and bugged her apartments. But 
what they did to Black Power 
activists themselves makes this 
look like schoolyard stuff.

Panthers Fred Hampton and 
Mark Clark were shot in their 
beds by Chicago Police—aided 
by the FBI—in 1969 as part of a 
series of assassinations. Scores 
of followers were fitted up on 
serious charges and sent to jail, 
where some remain today. Others 
were forced into exile abroad.

By the early 1970s the 
movement lay in tatters.

Benedict Andrews, combined 
with Stewart’s strong 
performance, should have given 
us a radical classic. Instead 
sixties radicalism is reduced to 
one person’s tragedy.
Yuri Prasad

ANTHONY MACKIE as Hakim Jamal (left) Kristen Stewart as Jean Seberg (right) 

Lead singer Franklin James Fisher

With authors Djurdja 
Bartlett and Serkan 
Delice, and others
Thursday 30 Jan, 6:30pm
Admission £2, pay on the 
door
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F
ROM Meghan 
a n d  H a r r y 
spending more 
time with their 
money to the 
child abuser’s 

mate pr ince Andrew 
 eating pizza in Woking, the 
monarchy is in crisis.

It is presented as a soap 
opera. But since Netflix 
has The Crown, the idea 
of royalty as heritage TV 
drama doesn’t explain their 
 continued existence. 

Real gold horse drawn 
carriages, jewelled crowns 
and tiaras come encrusted 
with the real blood of 
empire.

In 1609 King James I told 
parliament, “Kings are justly 
called gods, because they 
exercise a manner of resem-
blance to divine power on 
earth and to make of their 
subjects like men at chess.”

Even an ardent royalist 
would accept something has 
changed. That an accident of 
birth can make us subjects 
seems absurd—yet the royals 
cling on. 

The queen opens parlia-
ment and appoints a prime 
minister. Royals often at least 
try to interfere in politics.

The most  s igni f icant 
 setback for the monarchy so 
far came with the question of 
who ruled England in the 17th 
century. A rising class rubbed 
up against the old aristocrats 
and the royals. 

Things came to a head so to 
speak with a revolution that 
saw Charles I executed in 1649. 
This followed the English Civil 
War between forces loyal to 
monarchy and those  supporting 
parliament. 

Despite this, the monar-
chy still reigns over Britain—
unlike countries such as France, 
Germany and Russia where it 
was overthrown. This is partly 
to do with the restoration of the 
British monarchy after Oliver 
Cromwell’s rule. 

Powerful
The increasingly powerful 
 merchant class made its peace 
with the monarchy in order to 
regain stability. 

So Charles II came to the 
throne in 1660, though he and 
his successors have had noth-
ing like the power his father 
wielded.

When that compromise frac-
tured, the origins of the modern 
monarchy emerged from a 
military coup in 1688. Rather 
sweetly called the Glorious 
Revolution, it was neither. 

As the Russian  revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky put it, “The 
English bourgeoisie has erased 
even the memory of the revo-
lution of the 17th century, and 
recast its entire past in the form 
of gradual changes.” 

Traditions were created 
to help the royals recover. So 
George IV took over with a 
splendid wedding. 

Unable to stay with his 
wife—she was Catholic—he 
found another who he met 
three days before the ceremony. 

He pronounced, “One German 
Frau is a good as another,” and 
got drunk. 

Rituals have often been 
 created to order. The “age old” 
pomp of the State Opening of 
Parliament dates from 1852. 
The honours OBE, CBE and 
MBE were introduced even later 
in 1917. 

Queen Victoria’s reign in the 
second half of the 19th century 
was central to creating a role 
for the monarchy. 

Capitalism brought immense 

changes to Britain, and its 
ruling class was consolidat-
ing its power in an empire that 
stretched round the globe. 

There was a concerted effort 
to increase the popularity of the 
royal family to help legitimise 
Britain’s class structure. 

Victoria provided a bulwark 
of reaction against radical 
change while enabling impe-
rialist expansion and capitalist 
robbery.

The national anthem was 
popularised, though it hadn’t 

even been sung at Victoria’s 
coronation. The empire became 
a central feature of royal 
ceremonials. 

Victoria was given the 
title “Empress of India”. 
Representatives from the colo-
nies were shipped in to demon-
strate the global power of the 
British state. 

A more modern version was 
the invention of coronation 
chicken to celebrate all the 
food of the colonies for queen 
Elizabeth’s coronation.

The royal family became 
a symbol of the nation—the 
essence of “Britishness”. 

From the end of Victoria’s 
reign every royal event was 
seized on for its ability to 
become a popular spectacle—
funerals, births and marriages 
especially.

The Tories in particular built 
a voting base playing on sup-
port for queen and the Empire. 
It was linked to a racist pro-
ject to get British workers to 
believe they were superior to 
colonial subjects of empire.

F
LEXIBILITY TO the 
needs of British 
capital was helpful. 
The royal surname, 
Hanover  Saxe -
Cobu rg  Go tha , 

was changed when First 
World War broke out. They 

plumped for one of their cas-
tles, Windsor, as a name since 
Germans were out of favour. 

And during the abdica-
tion crisis, when Edward mar-
ried Nazis sympathiser Wallis 
Simpson against the bosses’ 
interests, he was quickly 
dumped.

They were early adop-
ters of state propaganda. The 
first Christmas message was 
 broadcast on the radio in 1932. 
A coronation in 1953 showed 
how television offered new 
opportunities to popularise the 
royal family.

The queen’s third pregnancy 
in 1959, which produced the 
no-sweating Andrew, was 
 generally believed to have been 
timed to assist a Tory election 
victory. 

Tourist
The use of royals on trade mis-
sions and as tourist attractions 
help maintain the image of 
Britain’s “natural” class system. 
Many an arms sale has been 
greased with a HRH handshake.

If Victoria was the queen 
of Empire, Elizabeth II is the 
queen of its decline. 

Her position as head of the 
commonwealth shows that 
decline is more than symbolic.

Elizabeth’s distinctive feature 
is to present the royals as being 
just like ordinary people—
only rich. Some of this devel-
oped after the 1930s abdication 
crisis. 

During the war attempts to 
not seem detached were usu-
ally met with contempt and, 
on at least one occasion, stone 
 throwing. But the basis of a 
new style of homely royals was 
created.

This always ran the risk of 

WHY DO 
THE ROYALS 
STILL REIGN?
As scandals and splits tear chunks out of the royal family, 
Simon Basketter looks at what keeps them in place—and 
why the people who actually rule us still want them

making them too ordinary and 
so pointless, or too hypocritical. 
The risk grew as time went on. 

In the 1980s details of the 
royals’ state-funded luxury 
 lifestyles were laid bare. 

This fed into anger at a time 
of recession and Tory attacks 
on working people. Then in the 
1990s, supposedly fairy tale 
royal marriages fell apart.

Public opinion towards the 
monarchy hit a low, so the 
royals adapted. The queen 
agreed to pay tax on some of 
the money we give to her.

After princess Diana’s death, 
tensions between being ordi-
nary and being royal came to 
a head. The perceived feeling 
that the royals had it in for her 
because she wasn’t posh enough 
hit the monarchy. 

S
O TODAY stories of 
getting away from 
racist relatives 
builds both sympa-
thy for some royals 
and contempt for 

others. An emphasis is put on 
“hard working” royals. 

Charity work is pushed a 
lot. It is summed up in the 
Invictus Games—a celebration 
of the achievements of those 
made  disabled fighting for 
imperialism.

Despite the spin, the House 
of Windsor is in parasitic and 
opulent decline. 

The latest car crash will see 
another attempt to regroup and 
rebrand. 

The circular game of relying 
on and denouncing, and being 
denounced, by the media is part 
of this. But because they are 
more than a soap opera they 
will not simply disappear. 

Barbarism
At a time of barbarism stabil-
ity can be attractive, not just 
to bosses but to workers too. 
The idea that the royal family 
is above politics can be used to 
unify people, whatever their 
class, around the interests of 
our rulers. 

The more people revere their 
supposed betters the less likely 
they are to take action against 
the unfair and unequal society 
they live in. 

Power in Britain today does 
not lie with the queen. 

But neither does it lie with 
elected representatives. It lies 
with the capitalist class—those 
who get rich off the backs of the 
rest of us. 

The royals are symbols of 
this class. They help maintain 
the image of Britain’s “natural” 

class system. That is why  loyalty 
to the British state above loy-
alty to class interests has hung 
over the Labour Party for over 
century. 

Belief in a national interest 
means making sure due defer-
ence is paid to the institutions 
of the British state. In the US—
without a monarchy—loyalty to 
the flag is pushed. Here it is of 
pomp and tradition. 

Bending the knee to either is 
poison for socialists.

We should reject the idea 
that aspects of the state are 
neutral—such as the police 
and judges. The state is there 
to carry out the interests of the 
ruling class. 

Taking on that state means 
ridding ourselves of its offen-
sive absurdities and making 
sure this crown doesn’t get 
picked up for another season.

VICTORIA became 
a symbol of 
the Empire and 
Britain’s supposed 
superiority (top) 
This ‘age old’ 
ceremony (above) 
began more 
recently than you 
might think 

The royal 
family were 
early adopters 
of state 
propaganda

‘‘ 
Charles I

A SUPER-POSH family crisis makes for big viewing figures

Rules pushed by Labour 
right hit Palestine solidarity

Nick Clark looks at 
how the most recent 
antisemitism smears 
are playing out in the 
Labour leadership 
election

SUPPORTERS OF the 
Palestinians have long warned 
that conceding to accusations 
of antisemitism against the 
left would stifle criticism of 
Israel in the Labour Party.

Now those warnings 
are being proved right.

Earlier this month, the Mail 
on Sunday “exposed” what 
it called “antisemitic and 
anti-Israel” tweets by Salma 
Hamid, office manager for 
Labour MP and leadership 
candidate Jess Phillips.

It was a hatchet job on a 
Muslim woman by a right 
wing newspaper, but Phillips 
suspended Hamid that day.

Among the opinions 
Phillips found “completely 
unacceptable” was that, “We 
must show the world that 
‘Israel’ is the murderer!”

Another tweet said, 
“Israel IS inflicting 
Holocaust conditions on 
Palestinians! Oppressive, 
racist and violent!”

Though wrong—as an 
attempt to exterminate an 
entire race of people, the 
Holocaust is unique—none of 
what she said was antisemitic. 

None of it expressed hatred 
of Jews for being Jews.

In fact Hamid even 
drew a distinction between 
Zionism—the ideology 
that justifies Israel’s racism 
towards Palestinians—and 
Jewish people. They’re “two 
totally different things,” she 
said “One is an apartheid 
nation and the other is a faith 
based on peace and love”.

Blurred
But in the Labour Party, 
the distinction between 
antisemitism and anti-
Zionism has been blurred 
deliberately by the right.

Emily Thornberry—another 
leadership candidate—
is making driving out 
antisemitism from Labour 
central to her campaign.

For decades, enemies of 
the Palestinians have tried to 
claim that Israel is an integral 

part of Jewish identity. They 
describe Zionism as simply 
the belief in Jewish people’s 
right to self-determination in 
their “historical homeland”.

They tend to ignore 
the fact that establishing 
that homeland involved 
the ethnic cleansing of 
850,000 Palestinians, and 
the exclusion of Palestinians 
from Israel today. 

By trying to put Israel at 
the centre of Jewish identity, 
its supporters hope to define 
opposition to the Israeli state 
as a “new antisemitism”. This 
lets them present a one state 

solution—where Jews and 
Arabs can live together as 
equals in a single state—as 
akin to supporting genocide. 

And it allows them to 
cast aspersions on Palestine 
solidarity activists for 
“singling out the world’s 
only Jewish state.”

This argument has 
been used to discredit 
and undermine the left as 
inherently antisemitic because 
of its opposition to Israel.

Even the left’s candidate 
Rebecca Long-Bailey has 
implied party members have 
to “recognise the racism” 
that comes with opposition 
to the Israeli state.

Her campaign manager 
Jon Lansman has always 
argued the left should give 
ground to the accusations 
of antisemitism rather 
than refute them. 

Now if you’re in the 
Labour Party you either 
stop talking about Zionism 
or risk getting kicked out.

The predictable tragedy 
of this is that, now the 
right have got away with 
delegitimising opposition 
to Israel, they’re coming 
for the whole Palestine 
solidarity movement. 

The Tory government 
wants to ban councils 
from boycotting goods 
from other countries—
referring specifically to 
boycotts of Israel.

So if you’re in the Labour 
Party you’ve got a difficult 
future ahead of you. 

But even bigger battles 
to defend solidarity with 
Palestine are still to 
come—and they’ll happen 
outside of Labour.

JESS PHILLIPS sacked her office manager

BACK STORY
Antisemitism claims have 
hit Labour for several years
lThe party has adopted 
a new definition of 
antisemitism pushed by the 
right
lThis definition says its 
antisemitic to say call the 
state of Israel racist
lThe move undermines 
the ability to criticise Israel 
and undermine Palestine 
solidarity

Enemies of the 
Palestinians 
claim Israel is a 
key part of 
Jewish identity

‘‘ 

COMMENT‘‘ ’’



I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker with a monthly 
direct debit of £5
Name  ...............................................................................

Address .............................................................................

..........................................................................................

Postcode  ..........................................................................

E-mail  .............................................................................

Phone  ..............................................................................
I would like ____ extra papers to sell 
(this will not be deducted from my bank account)

For official use only—this is not part of the instructions to 
your bank/building society

Sherborne Publications,  
PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay 
by direct debit

Originator identification no.   n n n n n n
Our reference no.  

n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n
1. Name and full postal address of your bank or building 
society
To the manager:

Bank/building society  ....................................................

Address  ........................................................................

Postcode  .......................................................................

2. Name(s) of account holder(s)

....................................................................................

3. Branch sort code  nn / nn / nn

4. Bank/building society account no.  

nnnnnnnn
5. Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Sherborne Publications direct debits from 
the account detailed on this instruction subject to 
the safeguards assured by the direct debit guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may remain with 
Sherborne Publications and, if so,  details will be passed 
electronically to my bank or building society.

Signature(s)  .............................................................

Date  ........................................................................

Banks and building societies may not accept 
Direct Debit instructions from some types of account 

Direct debit guarantee
nThis Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
nIf there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Sherborne Publications will notify you ten working 
days in advance of  your account being debited or as otherwise 
agreed. If you request Sherborne Publications to collect a payment, 
confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time 
of the request.
nIf an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by 
Sherborne Publications or your bank or building society you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your 
bank or building society.
n If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back 

when Sherborne Publications asks you to.
nYou can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting 
your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. 
Please also notify us.

9 7 3 3 5 5

Socialist Worker Subscriptions
Post PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ 
Phone 020 7840 5601 
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Subscribe to Socialist Worker
Have Socialist Worker delivered with your post every week for a direct debit of £5 a month

JOIN THE
 SOCIALIST

 WORKERS
  PARTY

Yes, I'd like to be a member
I’d like more information and to receive emails

Name  ...................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

Postcode  ..................................

Phone  ...................................................................................................

Email  ....................................................................................................
Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 74955  
London E16 9EJ. Phone 020 7840 5602  
Email membership@swp.org.uk SWP

Otis Bolamu campaign wins right to remain
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

ANTI-RACISTS IN West 
Wales were celebrating 
after Otis Bolamu was 
granted the right to stay in 
Britain last week.

Ot i s ,  who  l i v e s  i n  
Swansea, f led polit ical  
persecution in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) in the spring of 2018. 

He was seized in a dawn 
raid on 19 December 2018 
and locked up in Brook 
House detention centre, near 
Gatwick Airport, ahead of 
a planned deportation on 
Christmas Day.

A determined campaign by 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
Wales and community groups 
halted the deportation and 
saved Otis from possible 
death in the DRC.

Otis told Socialist Worker 
he was “excited and happy” 
to have been granted asylum 
seeker status this week.

“I have freedom because 
people came to support me 
and the newspapers, includ-
ing your one, talked about 
my case,” he said.

“That’s how we won.”
Otis, like the thousands 

of other people who apply 
for asylum in Britain, was 
put through the brutality of  
Britain’s immigration rules.

People who apply for 
asylum only have a meagre 
£37.75 a month to live on. 
And the money is loaded 
onto a special “Aspen” debit 
card, meaning the govern-
ment restricts what they can 
spend it on. Asylum seekers 
are not allowed to work while 
the Home Office is processing 
their applications. 

Voluntary
Otis said, “When you are an 
asylum seeker you cannot 
work for money at the end of 
the month, only do voluntary 
work.

“You have the same diffi-
culty if you want to study.”

Otis, who has volun-
teered at the Oxfam charity’s  
bookshop in Swansea, hopes 
to be able to go to university.

Alice Greenlees, a friend of 
Otis and member of the SUTR 
Wales group, told Socialist 
Worker, “It is amazing news 
that Otis has won his status. 
It’s been a very hard year for 
him and a long campaign by 
SUTR, asylum seeker support 
groups and the legal team. 

“He was threatened with 
deportation on the Friday 
before Christmas and was 
going to be put on a plane on 
Christmas Day.

“People were angry because 
it seemed like natural justice 
had been suspended.”

Otis fled from the DRC 
because he was part of the 
opposition to Western-backed 
president Joseph Kabila.

Kabila was forced to step 
down in January 2019—two 
years after his mandate ran 
out—but the country is still 
not safe. Authoritarian Felix 
Tshisekedi won in rigged elec-
tions and appointed Sylvestre 
Ilunga, a Kabila stooge, as 
prime minister.

Otis said, “The British  
government knew very well 
about what is going on in the 
Congo, but it didn’t care about 
it.”

The victory in Swansea 
shows how campaigning can 
contest the racism of the  
British state. The SUTR national  
demonstrations in London 
and Glasgow on 21 March 
are an opportunity to build a 
bigger movement against it.
For more information on  
anti-racist campaigns go to  
facebook.com/StandUTRwOTIS BOLAMU in a shirt that says thanks to those who supported him
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The right 
use abuse 
scandals to 
feed racism
A new report shows politicians and 
the media use abuse to whip up 
Islamophobia, says Sadie Robinson

SOME CENTRE left poli-
t ic ians have helped to 

entrench Islamophobia by rein-
forcing racist myths about abuse, 
according to a new research 
paper published in Race and 
Class journal.

The myth is that Muslim and 
Asian men have a particularly sexist 
culture, making them more likely to 
be abusers.

The lie is pushed by far right 
groups. Academics Ella Cockbain 
and Waqas Tufail argue that the 
right are “weaponising women’s 
rights” to attack Muslims. But they 
add that “supposedly feminist and 
liberal actors” have “lent legiti-
macy” to racist stereotypes.

Their new paper looks at the 
impact of nearly a decade of claims 
that “Muslim grooming gangs” pose 
a growing threat to white girls. 

Cockbain and Tufail show how 
the claims have been fed by shoddy 
“research” by groups with links to 
far right figures.

Their paper argues that “a rela-
tively small number of high-pro-
file ‘grooming gangs’ cases have 
been used to claim an ‘epidemic’ of 
abuse”.

“Centre-left politicians have 
proved particularly pivotal” in 
legitimising racist rhetoric, includ-
ing former Labour ministers Jack 
Straw and Sarah Champion. 

It’s not just Muslims who are 
targeted. The argument is that “a  
‘disproportionate’ number of Asian, 
Muslim or Pakistani heritage men” 
are involved in grooming gangs. 

The authors describe the impact 
of “the use of women’s rights to 
advocate and advance anti-Muslim 
sentiments” across the world.

Launching
Anders Breivik denounced Islam and 
the rape of “hundreds of European 
women” before launching a terror 
attack in Norway in 2011. 

In New Zealand last year, Brenton 
Tarrant massacred 52 Muslims 
in Christchurch. The words “for 
Rotherham” were inscribed on his 
ammunition. In Rotherham, Muslim 

pensioner Mushin Ahmed was 
beaten to death in 2015 after being 
repeatedly called a “groomer”.

Rotherham Chi ld  Sexua l 
Exploitation (CSE) survivor Sammy 
Woodhouse called the New Zealand 
killings an “evil act”. “This was not 
done in our name,” she said.

The increased attention on CSE 
has led to more victims coming for-
ward. But focusing narrowly on one 
type of abuse risks obscuring others.

In 2016 some 6,687 offend-
ers were convicted of child sexual 
abuse related offences in England 
and Wales. While the right claim an 
“epidemic” of Muslim abusers, the 
abuse is the true problem.

The authors reject the view that 
authorities ignore abuse for fear of 
being labelled racist. Instead, they 
say the crimes are given a low pri-
ority partly reflecting prejudice over 
who makes a “deserving” victim.

They call for improvements to 
policing. But they add that many 
women “are often further brutal-
ised—rather than protected—by the 
police”. And they called for more 
funding for support services for vic-
tims and survivors of abuse.

Treating child abuse as a racial 
issue “obscures institutional fail-
ures” and “attitudes towards vic-
tims, many working class”.

This doesn’t help the victims.
Read the report at bit.ly/rcabuse 

BACK STORY
Cases of abuse have repeatedly 
led to a rise in racist rhetoric 
lThe Times claimed in January 
2011 to have uncovered a new 
crime of “on-street grooming”
lIt claimed cops were ignoring 
Asian abusers targeting white 
girls for fear of being called racist
lClaims were based on  
convictions involving two or 
more men sexually abusing girls 
they had met locally
l This excluded male victims 
and victims of other types of 
sexual abuse

THE MEDIA whipped up racism around the Rotherham abuse scandal 

Failure of the Manchester police and 
authorities to protect children exposed

A REPORT published last 
week exposed how police and 

authorities in Greater Manchester 
failed victims of child sexual 
exploitation (CSE).

Researchers were commissioned 
by Manchester mayor Andy 
Burnham following a decision to 
close down Operation Augusta 
in 2005. This was a Greater 
Manchester Police (GMP) 
investigation into CSE in South 
Manchester.

It was launched after Victoria 
Agoglia died aged 15 in 2003. She 
had been abused while living in 
care.

Her abuser, called her “pimp”, 
was allowed to visit her. Victoria 
had told social workers two 
months before her death that she 
was being injected with heroin by 
an older man. She died five days 
after being injected with heroin. 

But a coroner’s report said 
her death could not have been 
foreseen.

Operation Augusta identified 
mainly Asian perpetrators, 
although there are some questions 
about data reliability. 

For instance, a police evaluation 
report described the arrest of five 
offenders, four Asian and one 

white. But last week’s report found 
that the police database described 
one of those said to be Asian as “of 
Tunisian origin”.

Right wing papers claimed cops 
failed to act because of “political 
correctness”. The report does not 
conclude this.

It found “fundamental flaws” 
in how Operation Augusta was 
resourced. GMP was instead 
focusing on murder investigations, 
and gun and gang crime. Also 
exposed were  “several examples” 
of cases being dropped because 
a child didn’t make a formal 
complaint. Attitudes were also 
found to be a problem.

Children as young as 14 were 

described as having “boyfriends” 
in their mid-20s. They were said to 
be “placing themselves at risk”. 

And those in authority focused 
on “encouraging young people to 
protect themselves.”

There is also evidence that some 
officers saw victims as a problem. 

Records for several suspected 
victims said no action would be 
taken as they were not “credible”.

Detective Margaret Oliver 
described a child identifying a 
suspected perpetrator in a car. 
Oliver took the registration details 
and a police computer check 
“identified that the vehicle was 
linked to a GMP officer”. 

The report described how Oliver 
said there “must have been a flag 
on the system” as she “got a call 
straightaway and was directed not 
to go anywhere near the suspect”.

The closure of the operation was 
“driven by the decision by senior 
officers to remove resources”.

The report said that a number 
of suspects known to Operation 
Augusta “appear to have since 
been involved in the sexual 
exploitation of children”.

Researchers concluded, “Most 
of the children we have considered 
were failed by police.”

 Victoria Agoglia
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Strike on the menu 
at Rail Gourmet
WORKERS AT Paddington rail 
station in west London are 
getting ready to strike again 
to fight for workplace justice. 

RMT union members 
employed by catering firm Rail 
Gourmet are due to walk out 
on 30 and 31 January. 

They are battling rostering 
practices, the incorrect 
payment of allowances and 
bonuses, and failure to replace 
faulty equipment. 

RMT officials and Rail 
Gourmet management have 
met but the union said its 
members were “feeling as 
though they are still being 
treated with contempt”.

New action ballot at 
St Mungo’s housing 
THE UNITE union is 
reballoting its members at 
St Mungo’s housing charity 
for strikes. An earlier ballot 
returned a Yes vote but 
missed the 50 percent turnout 
threshold by a single vote.

The union said, “This is 
no longer just about staffing 
agreements, unfair sickness 
policy and heavy-handed use 
of disciplinary procedures.

“Accidentally misdirected 
email revealed the charity had 
worked with a PR agency to 
stop people joining the union 
and ‘erode its support’.”

Battle looms over 
rubbish pay in Bexley  
OUTSOURCED street cleaners 
and refuse workers employed 
by Serco in the south London 
borough of Bexley are voting 
on whether to strike. 

Their Unite union said, 
“Despite working long and 
hard hours doing a vital job, 
these workers are paid less 
than the London Living Wage.

“On 27January at 7pm 
Unite members will protest 
outside Bexley council offices 
demanding the same pay as 
neighbouring boroughs.”

Union recognition win 
at Lear Corporation
HUNDREDS OF workers at a 
Sunderland-based car parts 
manufacturer have won trade 
union recognition.

This follows a long 
campaign by Unite union 
members at Lear Corporation 
in Houghton-le-Spring.

The government’s 
Conciliation Arbitration 
Committee ruled that Unite 
had a majority of the 370 
workers in membership. 

AA workers facing a 
pension breakdown 
AA WORKERS face a big 
attack as their bosses begin 
consultation on closing the 
current pension scheme.

The breakdown service has 
told staff it wants to replace it 
with a worse arrangement.

The workers’ GMB union 
said it will “fight tooth 
and nail for our members’ 
futures”.

  Labour council ready  
to use anti-union laws
by SARAH BATES

WORKERS RALLIED at Tower 
Hamlets council in east 
London last week demanding 
the Labour-run local authority 
stop its attacks on workers. 

Members of the Unison, 
GMB, NEU and Unite unions 
gathered outside the town 
hall. 

The four unions are 
battling against attacks on 
thousands of workers. 

The council wants to sack 
workers and re-engage them 
on worse contracts. 

Bosses want to slash 
severance pay, reduce 
flexitime, attack special 
leave entitlement, cut travel 
allowances and shorten paid 
night work hours. 

Paul Mcgarr, an NEU 
rep in Tower Hamlets, said 
coordinated strikes “would 
shut the town hall, council 
offices and most schools”.

All unions returned high 
numbers for strikes in 
indicative ballots. Unison 

and the NEU have issued 
notices of formal balloting.

Paul added, “The unions 
are standing firm. We are 
also determined to increase 
the political heat on Labour 
mayor John Biggs and the 
rest of the overwhelmingly 
Labour council.” 

Tower Hamlets Unison 
said the council is 
threatening workers with 
legal action using the Tory 
anti-union laws. It said that 

“chief executive Will Turley 
responded to strike ballots 
by threatening injunctions”. 

John McLoughlin, Unison 
branch secretary, said, “It 
is truly shocking that any 
Labour council should 
employ Tory anti-union laws 
to try to impose changes to 
workers contracts.”

He said the borough had 
“a proud history of support 
for trade union rights and 
opposition to Tory attacks”. 

HUNDREDS OF people joined a Women’s March in London last Saturday. It was centred on 
the theme ‘fight inequality’ and was part of events across the world (see page 8)

  Two strikes at Heathrow? 
WORKERS EMPLOYED by 
Global Baggage Solutions at 
Heathrow airport are set for 
a series of strikes over pay.

The workers are 
responsible for finding 
passengers’ lost baggage.

The firm refused to make 
a pay offer for 2019 and is 
offering an increase of just  
32p an hour for 2020. 

Unite union members 
unanimously rejected this.

Strikes are set to take 
place from Sunday 2 February 
to Wednesday 5 February and 
from Saturday 22 February to 
Tuesday 25 February.

The union wants all 
workers to receive at least 
the London Living Wage 
of £10.75 an hour, and for 
senior handlers to get more.

Unite regional officer Clare 
Keogh said, “Passengers 
need to be aware that if 
their baggage is mislaid, 
it could disappear forever 
while our members are on 

strike.” Meanwhile another 
strike ballot began this 
week at Heathrow at ground 
handling firm Vanderlande 
Industries over pay and 
union rights.

The Unite union 
represents around 80 
Vanderlande workers who 
are responsible for loading 
freight on planes.

The union said the 
breakdown in industrial 
relations with Vanderlande 
began after members 
rejected a 2.5 percent pay 
offer in August.

The dispute was on the 
verge of being resolved 
after talks mediated by the 
conciliation service Acas in 
October. 

But after increasing 
the pay offer to 3 percent, 
Vanderlande announced it 
would not accept that its 
recognition agreement with 
Unite applied to staff who 
had recently joined the firm.

WOMEN’S LIBERATION

OBITUARY
Nita Sanghera 
1961-2020
WE ARE all devastated to hear 
that Nita passed away last 
Thursday, after battling illness 
for the last six months. 

She was an inspiration, 
a relentless fighter against 
oppression and injustice.

Nita was months away from 
taking up her role as the first 
black woman president of 
the UCU union, following her 
spectacular election to the post 
of vice-president in 2018.

Nita worked for many years 

in the financial sector before 
moving on to a Women’s Aid 
project providing counselling 
and support.

More recently, she was 
an access to HE lecturer 
at Bournville College in 
Birmingham, where she 
became involved as a political 
activist and trade unionist.

I have many fond memories 
of working alongside Nita at 
the college where she showed 
kindness, generosity and 
support to her students. 

Nita brought a combative 
and positive approach to her 
trade union work. “We have to 

be positive, of course we can 
win,” she frequently said. She 
was a breath of fresh air, and 
people loved her. 

Nita was determined to use 
her UCU role to encourage 

resistance. She never turned 
down an invitation to speak 
at a college or university, 
including many Stand Up To 
Racism events and rallies. 

Nita always remembered 
names and family details, 
and her outgoing personality 
ensured she filled a room with 
her presence. 

Nita joined the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) in 2017 
and was disappointed to miss 
Marxism festival 2019, and the 
recent SWP national conference 
because of illness. 

She was proud of being a 
socialist and a great supporter 

of anti-racism and the 
Palestinians.

Nita was a warrior who 
inspired people to join the 
struggle and her spirit will 
live on.

Her private funeral will be 
taking place on 24 January 
and a memorial rally will be 
organised in the coming weeks.

Our condolences to Bal and 
all the family.
Brian O’Sullivan

lNita’s family has requested 
any donations go to John 
Taylor Hospice, Erdington, 
Birmingham B24 0DF

Nita Sanghera

PALESTINE SOLIDARITY

AIRPORTS

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Councillors urged to back 
freedom of speech on Israel
ACTIVISTS LOBBIED Tower 
Hamlets council in east 
London last week to demand 
it stand up for Palestinians. 

Campaigners presented 
the council with a petition 
demanding it amend 
its acceptance of the 
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance 
definition of antisemitism.

The lobby, organised 
by the Palestine Solidarity 

Campaign (PSC), called 
on the council to alter the 
definition to allow freedom of 
speech for Palestine.

Councillors rejected the 
demand. 

But activists will fight on, 
and plan to launch an east 
London PSC.
Miriam Scharf
lLaunch of east London PSC. 
Fri 7 Feb, 7pm, Durning Hall, 
Earlham Grove, London E7

Lobbying councillors

Unions united in Tower Hamlets              Picture: Sheila McGreGor
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HEALTH

Striking to secure 
end to outsourcing
by GABBY THORPE

AROUND 25 security staff 
at St George’s medical 
school in south London have 
unleashed a programme of 
15 days of strikes as part 
of their battle to be brought 
inhouse. 

The workers, members 
of the United Voices of the 
World (UVW) union, are 
outsourced to multinational 
company Noonan and began 
their walkout last Monday.

They are fighting for 
equal treatment with work-
ers employed directly by the 
medical school. Their current 
outsourcing agreement mean 
that they only get the mini-
mum statutory sick pay and 
holiday.

One striker told Socialist 
Worker, “We’re treated like 
we don’t belong. There’s no 
respect for us. 

“If we get sick we have to 
come into work just to make 
enough to live. That’s why 
we’re standing up for our-
selves,” he said. 

Workforce
UVW said outsourcing cre-
ates a “two tier workforce”.

Another  s tr iker  told 
Socialist Worker, “We’re 
overworked and treated like 
we don’t matter. St George’s 
is a well-respected hospital. 

They should pass that on 
to everyone who works for 
them.

“It’s not just about having 
a better work life. It’s about 
dignity,” he said.  

Bosses claim they can’t 
afford to bring the security 
staff in house. 

But a report previously 
published by St George’s 
shows that in reality employ-
ing the workers would save 

some £200,000 a year. 
Gabr i e l l e  Je l i azkov , 

spokesperson for the union 
said, “They are putting profit 
before BAME employees. 
No one can claim to care 
about inclusion when they 
are excluding workers and 
making their lives miserable.” 

On the first day of the 
strike, UVW’s head of legal 
F ranck  Magenni s  was 
arrested and released a few 

minutes later. Magennis 
plans to sue the Metropolitan 
Police. 

He called his arrest “a 
piece of theatre” intended to 
“intimidate other people on 
the picket line”. 

The strikes will continue 
on 27 January for three days. 

They say they will keep 
fighting until Noonan is 
booted out and workers are 
brought inhouse. 

TAX OFFICES

HMRC dispute escalates
WORKERS AT a west London 
tax office struck for half a 
day on Wednesday of last 
week—and were set for 
another half-day strike on 
Wednesday of this week.

The strikes, by PCS 
union members working for 
HMRC in Ealing, are part of 
a battle to save their office 
from closure. HMRC bosses 

want to close their office and 
relocate it to south or east 
London—too far away for 
many of the workers in Ealing 
to travel daily.

More half-day strikes 
are set for Wednesday of 
next week, Wednesday 29 
and Thursday 30 January—
ending with a full day on 
Friday 31 January.

UNIVERSITIES

 Cleaners win, but Birkbeck  
 outsourcing fight isn’t over
CLEANERS AT Birkbeck 
college in central London 
are celebrating after winning 
their battle to be directly 
employed by the university.

The cleaners, members 
of the Unison union, were 
officially brought back 
in-house last week.

They’ve also won 
improved conditions.

Edwin Clifford-Coupe, 
Birkbeck Unison campaigns 
officer, said workers had 
“campaigned courageously 
for an end to the injustice 
of outsourcing”. 

“Congratulations to 

them—and thank you to 
everyone who has supported 
our campaign,” he said.

Birkbeck Justice 4 Workers 
campaign group said, 
“The struggle continues.

“Outsourcing is a 
regressive practice which 
drives down conditions 
and breaks up groups of 
workers. We look forward 
to eliminating it from the 
higher education sector 
and society as a whole.”

Birkbeck night security 
and catering staff are 
fighting to be brought 
back in house too.

SECURITY GUARDS mounted pickets outside the hospital last week Picture: Ben Windsor

ANTI-HOMOPHOBIA

Outrage after lesbian 
attacked in Sunderland
A LESBIAN woman was 
targeted in a vicious 
homophobic attack in 
Sunderland last week.

Charlie Graham was left 
battered and covered in blood 
after the assault that saw her 
punched and thrown to the 
ground.

She said she had suffered 
repeated violence for being a 
lesbian. “It was very painful 
and I’m still in a lot of pain 
now,” she said.

“I don’t go anywhere by 
myself anymore. I only feel 
comfortable at my mum’s 
house.”

She added, “I think you 
should be able to be proud of 
who you are.”

The incident underlines the 
increase in attacks on LGBT+ 
people in recent months.

Socialist Workers Party 
members in Newcastle 

campaigned over the issue 
last weekend and there was a 
warm response from people 
who were horrified by the 
assault.

One young man said he had 
suffered homophobic bullying 
and was very glad to see 
socialists taking this issue onto 
the streets.

TRANSPORT

James Farrar is acquitted
JAMES FARRAR, a member 
of the Independent Workers 
of Great Britain (IWGB) 
union, has been cleared of 
“assault” with a megaphone.

James is the founder and 
chair of the United Private 
Hire Drivers branch of the 
IWGB. 

He was taken to court 
after using a megaphone at a 
protest last March. 

James was accused 
of causing “pain and 
discomfort” after using the 
megaphone at ear level. 

But Judge Bartle said this 
did not amount to assault 
because “the offence 
requires unlawful application 
of force”.

James called the charges 
“a corrupt and crude attempt 
by the Metropolitan Police 
and Transport for London to 
break our union and further 
disenfranchise precarious 
workers”.

He plans to sue the 
Metropolitan Police and the 
Crown Prosecution Service 
for wrongful prosecution. 

EDUCATION

 Huge victory in Newham  
 schools academy battle
WORKERS AT an east 
London secondary school 
have won a big victory in a 
fight against academisation.

NEU union members 
at St Angela’s school 
in Newham were set to 
start a two-day strike on 
Wednesday of last week. 

Along with union 
members at St Michael’s 
primary school, they were 
fighting plans to turn their 
school into an academy.

But the threat of strikes 
forced school bosses at St 
Angela’s to retreat. The 
head teacher and governing 
body signed a statement 
to say they would not 
consider academisation 
in the next five years.

NEU members at 

St Angela’s had already 
struck for one day in 
December, and had six days’ 
strikes planned in total.

Their major victory shows 
that strikes, and workers’ 
willingness to take sustained 
action, can get results.

Workers at St Michael’s 
went ahead with their 
two-day strike last week. And 
they began a three-day strike 
on Tuesday of this week.

Meanwhile NEU members 
at nearby St Bonaventure’s 
school are also balloting for 
strikes on the same issue.

Local trade unionists 
should organise solidarity 
with the workers and boost 
the fight against academies.
lSend messages of support to 
louise.cuffaro@neu.org.uk

Charlie Graham

Ealing workers during a previous strike  Picture: Guy Smallman

University cleaners have fought a long battle
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More online
For more on the dispute, go 
to bit.ly/RoyalMailfight

 NEW ROYAL MAIL  
 STRIKE THREAT  
by NICK CLARK

THE FIGHT for the future 
of Royal Mail is heating up 
again after a union leader 
announced plans for another 
national strike ballot.

CWU union members 
could hold a second ballot 
for national strikes after 
deputy general secretary 
(postal) Terry Pullinger said 
talks with bosses had broken 
down.

Dates for the new ballot 
were set to be announced 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press.

Union leaders had been in 
talks with top bosses since 
Royal Mail management 
used a High Court ruling last 
November to block national 
strikes.

But in a message to union 
members on Friday, Pullinger 
said, “We will now reballot 
our members—this dispute 
is far from resolved.”

Spearheaded
Workers in Royal Mail are 
fighting to save their jobs 
and working conditions from 
a major attack spearheaded 
by chief executive Rico Back.

Back wants to split Royal 
Mail up into a new parcels 
company run for profit, and 

a letters delivery service that 
will be run down.

That means taking vital 
work away from Royal 
Mail—causing at least 20,000 
job losses. 

And the CWU fears Back’s 

ambition to scrap Royal 
Mail’s obligation to deliver 
letters six days a week will 
lead to many more.

CWU members voted by 
97 percent on a 76 percent 
turnout last year to strike 

against the attack. But the 
High Court ruled that the 
ballot was unlawful because 
some workers opened their 
voting papers at work, before 
they had been delivered.

Rather than defy the 

courts, or reballot straight 
a w a y ,  u n i o n  l e a d e r s 
returned to talks with top 
management.

Yet now those talks have 
broken down as bosses say 
they want to push ahead with 

their planned changes. These 
could worsen working condi-
tions and in some places lead 
to job losses.

Ricky McAulay, one of 
Royal Mail’s top managers, 
said this is because of “the 
tough financial situation 
we’re in”.

Transfer
Bosses have also threatened 
to push ahead with moves to 
transfer Parcelforce workers 
over to a new private com-
pany if the union ballots for 
strikes.

Pullinger said bosses had 
used the talks to try and push 
through their changes. 

“Everything they said 
going into these talks has 
proven to be nonsense,” he 
said.

The CWU’s postal execu-
tive committee was set to 
meet on Tuesday of this week 
to decide on a timetable for 
action.

The union should ballot 
and get ready for strikes as 
soon as possible. 

And workers could strike 
unofficially if bosses try to 
force through their attacks.

POST WORKERS during a gate meeting in Merseyside last week  Picture: Greater Mersey aMal Branch 

MERSEYSIDE

 Planned walkout called off---but battle over bullying isn’t over in Bootle
POSTAL WORKERS in 
Merseyside have called 
off a planned strike 
after bosses backed 
down in a dispute 
over victimisations.

CWU union members 
at the Bootle and 
Seaforth delivery office 
had been set to strike on 
Saturday of last week and 
Monday of this week. 

Charges
Managers had hit 
union rep Chris Stott 
and 21 other workers 
with disciplinary 
charges—including two 

who were sacked—
following an unofficial 
walkout last year.

But after bosses dropped 
the charges against Stott—
and made concessions 
over the 21 other cases—
the action was called off.

Workers walked out 
last October after a 
manager made alleged 
racist comments towards 
a Muslim worker.

The unofficial strike 
also spread to Warrington 
mail centre after drivers 
there were suspended for 
rightly refusing to cross 
picket lines at Bootle.

The action ended after 
bosses ran to the courts 
to get an injunction. 

They then launched 
a major offensive 
against the workers.

Appeal
A statement between 
union officials and bosses 
says that if any of the 21 
workers are dismissed they 
have the right to appeal, 
heard by a manager from 
outside Royal Mail. 

This includes the 
two workers who have 
already been sacked.

But union members 

in Bootle also know 
the dispute isn’t over 
while the 21 still face 
disciplinary action.

Royal Mail’s top 
managers hope to 
make an example of 
workers in Bootle. 

They want to stamp 
out the culture of 
solidarity that exists 
among CWU members 
of striking unofficially 
against bullying bosses.

That means the fight 
mustn’t end until all 
charges are dropped 
and the two sacked 
workers reinstated.Workers in Bootle during an unofficial walkout
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