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RESISTANCE 
TO SHOOTINGS, 
TEARGAS AND 
DROWNING IN 
GREECE
by NICK CLARK 

AS EUROPEAN border forces 
prepare to beat back thou-
sands of refugees, the call 
needs to go out to let them 
in. People fleeing war and 
poverty should not face more 
brutality. 

Tens of thousands of people 
were gathering at land and sea 
borders between Turkey and 
Greece trying to enter Europe 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press.

Hundreds had begun 
arriving daily on Greek islands 
in the north Aegean Sea, 
close to Turkey, having made 
the crossing in flimsy rubber 
dinghies.

At least one child had 
already drowned, after a boat 

carrying 48 people capsized in 
Greek waters on Monday.  

Greece’s right wing 
government has vowed to 
deport immediately as many 
new arrivals as possible.

But residents of two Greek 
islands have risen up against 
their government’s cruel 
border policies.

Footage released by Turkey 
on Monday appeared to show 
Greek coastguards ramming, 
beating and even shooting at 
people on a crowded dinghy.

Meanwhile hundreds of 
people attempting to cross 
by land have already been 
attacked by Greek border cops 
with tear gas, batons and
>>Page 3

Protests forced riot cops off Lesvos

A MIGRANT from Africa is overjoyed
after reaching the Skala Sikamias
beach on the Greek island of
Lesvos last week. She arrived from
Turkey in a rubber dinghy

Picture: PA
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Rich buy access to the Tory 
party at a renamed dinner  
‘PEOPLE’S PRIME minister’ Boris 
Johnson rolled out the red carpet 
for super-rich Tory supporters 
worth in excess of £25 billion at 
a lavish ball.

At the Tories’ Winter Party,  
previously called the Black and White 
Ball, the prime minister  offered priv-
ileged access and cosy dinners with 
senior ministers for cash to stuff the 
party’s coffers.

Unnamed donors paid almost 
£100,000 for two games of tennis 
with Johnson in an auction at the 
event, alongside hunting trips and 
luxury holidays.

The party raked in an estimated 
£500,000 from table fees alone, as 
700 attendees paid up to £15,000 
a table to rub shoulders with minis-
ters and dine on fine food and costly 
wine.

Among the lots on offer in 
the auction were a pair of Brexit 
50p coins—one in 22 carat gold, 
another in silver —in a presenta-
tion signed by the cabinet, which 

sold for £65,000. A night of whisky  
tasting with Liz Truss, lunch with Zac 
Goldsmith and dinner at an exclusive  
Mayfair club with Michael Gove—
which raised at least £8,000—were 
on offer.

And a day in a box at Lords for 
a one-day cricket international 
between England and Australia with 
new chancellor Rishi Sunak sold for 
£80,000.

A ride in a Lancaster Bomber with 
transport secretary Grant Shapps 
sold for around £2,000.

A signed photo of Margaret 
Thatcher sold for £4,000.

Dinner at the Carlton Club with 
health secretary Matt Hancock sold 
for £3,000, while a week in the 
Cayman Islands sold for £10,000.

Two games of tennis with  
Johnson and party co-chair Ben Elliot 
were auctioned for around £45,000 
each.

An eight-gun pheasant and par-
tridge shoot in Oxfordshire was  
auctioned for £80,000.

lBORIS JOHNSON is under fire for 
using the honours system to reward 

Tory party “cronies”. Three would-be 
peers gave the party almost £1.5million 
in the final three months of last year. 
Peter Cruddas, Michael Spencer and 
Jon Moynihan have been nominated to 
the House of Lords by Johnson. Spencer 
gave £1,057,250, Moynihan shelled out 
£116,631, and Cruddas donated £283,900.

 Prince Harry choo-chooses 
first class climate hypocrisy
PRINCE HARRY booked 
out an entire first class 
carriage on his way 
home from an 
eco‑conference 
in Scotland.

The Duke of 
Sussex and his 
bodyguards 
reportedly 
had the 
entire 
carriage to 
themselves 
on the way 
home from 
Edinburgh 
to London.

He 
had been 
speaking at 
the Travalyst 
event at the 
Edinburgh 
International 

Conference Centre on 
sustainable tourism. 

The duke founded the 
Travalyst coalition, 
which is working to help 
tourists find more  
eco‑friendly ways 
to travel. 

The conference 
focused on getting 
travel industry 
feedback on ideas, 

such as 
creating 
an 

online 
scoring 
system 
to 
blushow 
the 
green 
status 
of a 
holiday.

Did Cameron’s big society 
trust mislay millions?
DAVID CAMERON’S 
pet Big Society body 
faces a probe into 
the way it is run.

The Department 
for Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport is 
looking at allegations 
of mismanagement at 
the National Citizenship 
Service Trust. 

The trust was set 
up by the then prime 
minister Cameron in 
2011 to give teenagers 
life and work skills.

Michael Lynas, who 
left as its £150,000-a-
year boss last week, got 
an exit package which 
included £15,000 to 
help him train for a new 
job and was kept on 
as a paid consultant.

The body has an 

annual budget of about 
£180 million. 

Around £1.5 billion has 
been ploughed into it by 
the government to  
date.

About £10 million 
for unfilled citizenship 
training places is missing 
for 2018. It is understood 
a further £20 million is 
outstanding for other 
years.

Free speechers  
gather round tea
ODIOUS TOBY Young 
brandished a box of 
Yorkshire Tea Bags, which 
he declared he would 
defend against all comers.

That is how Young 
launched his Free Speech 
Union last week. 

It isn’t a union, it’s a 
limited company. But not to 
worry.

Because its not really 
about free speech either. 
It means freedom to be a 
sexist, misogynist creep 
and dabble in eugenics. 

Which seems not to have 
unduly concerned Trevor 
Phillips who addressed the 
anointed few as did former 
MEP Claire Fox.

Cruel council 
evicts tents
PEOPLE LIVING on the 
streets have been slapped 
with council notices 
ordering them to pack 
up and move—or face 
having their belongings 
confiscated and destroyed.

The Canterbury council 
notice says that tents on 
private land must go and 
the owner must “leave at 
once”.

It further reads, “Court 
proceedings will start 
unless you have gone with 
24 hours of receiving this 
notice otherwise the tent 
and all other items will be 
removed and destroyed.”

Plans not good 
enough for 
ermine vermin
THE COST of restoring 
parliament could spiral.

The House of Lords was 
due to be relocated from 
the Palace of Westminster 
to the nearby QEII 
conference centre.

But peers want a grand 
new central staircase to 
bring in more “natural 
light”, and to turn the sixth 
floor into a catering suite 
with bars and restaurants.

Changes to the front of 
the conference centre are 
being lobbied for because 
peers think it is too ugly for 
them.  

Costs for restoring the 
Palace of Westminster 
estimated at up to  
£5.6 billion. So far.
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‘Wash your 
hands to the 
national anthem’ 
Jacob Rees-Mogg advice to 
stop the coronavirus

‘I think she is a 
fantastic home 
secretary’
Prime minister Boris Johnson 
defends home secretary Priti 
Patel against accusations of 
bullying

‘Priti is a very 
determined 
home secretary’
Health secretary Matt Hancock

‘The people 
responsible 
for knowingly 
encasing our 
families in a 
death trap and 
the people that 
allowed them to 
do it must face 
the full force of 
the law’
Grenfell survivors respond 
after the attorney general 
guaranteed that anything said 
by witnesses to the public 
inquiry will not be used to 
prosecute them

‘Let’s be kind 
to the pregnant 
lady, shall we?’
Mail online columnist  
Sarah Vine who has a 
reputation of kindness

Cruddas, Spencer and Moynihan

l A DIGGER driver who 
smashed up a Travelodge 

because he hadn’t been paid 
has been jailed for five years 
and four months. He could not 
afford electricity or to buy food 
because he had not been paid, 
and therefore could not have 
his children stay with him.

Eviction notice on a tent
SARAH VINE and Michael Gove go to the ball

Prince Harry

David Cameron 



Detainee died ‘in plain sight’
A MAN died from dehydration, 
malnutrition and hypothermia “in 
plain sight” in a detention centre, 
an inquest has found.

Prince Kwabena Fosu, a 31 
year old Ghanaian, died in 
Harmondsworth in 2012. He was 
left in an isolation cell for 
six days without bedding 
while he suffered from a 
psychotic illness. 

The coroner, Chinyere 
Inyama, said that “almost 
unbelievably” Prince died 
“in plain sight”.

His death was 
partly due to “gross 
failure” by agencies at 
Harmondsworth to see 
Prince’s deteriorating 

condition, the jury said. The 
inquest heard that five layers of 
subcontracting lay behind health 
services for detainees. 

The Home Office outsourced 
Harmondsworth to multinational 
GEO Group. 

The GEO Group 
subcontracted health 
care to Nestore 
Primecare Services, 
which subcontracted the 
recruitment of doctors to 
The Jersey Practice GP 
surgery in west London.  

And it then relied on 
a supply agency, Beacon 
Care Services Ltd. 

The detention centres 
should be closed.

DEPORTATIONS 
‘I shouldn’t 
have to live 
like this’
A PARTIALLY-BLIND man 
who has lived in Britain since 
the age of 15 fears he could 
be deported to Jamaica.

Lionel, from Croydon, 
in south London, has been 
locked up in Harmondsworth 
immigration removal centre, 
near Heathrow Airport, since 
8 February. And, despite 
being in constant pain from 
a broken ankle, Lionel was 
initially refused medical care.

“No human should have 
to live like this,” Lionel told 
Socialist Worker.

He is worried he could be 
put on a deportation flight at 
any time and says authorities 
“don’t tell you anything”.

Lionel described being 
held in “dirty and nasty” 
conditions—and that he had 
to wait seven days to see 
medical staff about his ankle 
injury.

He said security guards 
initially called an ambulance 
for him, but then “called it off 
because they said my ankle 
wasn’t broken.” 

“I can only lie in one 
position in bed,” he said.

Workers at nearby 
Hillingdon hospital later 
confirmed Lionel’s ankle is 
broken.

Justify
The Tories restarted 
deportation flights for 
“foreign criminals” at the 
beginning of the month.

There should be no 
deportations, regardless of 
whether a person has served 
a prison sentence.

But Lionel has “no 
criminal record” and has 
“never been in a prison”. 

The threat to deport Lionel 
gives a glimpse of Britain’s 
vicious migration regime.
Access the longer version online 
at bit.ly/LionelStory

‘Bring in all the refugees 
—give them asylum now’
>>>continued from page 1 
rubber bullets. As the numbers 
there were growing, so too was the 
likelihood of bloodier—possibly 
deadly—confrontations with cops 
enforcing European Union (EU) bor-
der policy.

The renewed movement of refu-
gees is the result of a breakdown in 
an agreement between the EU and 
Turkey designed to keep them out of 
Europe.

That agreement—signed in 
2016—led to barbed wire fences 
along Europe’s borders with Turkey, 
and vast, overcrowded prison camps 
for refugees on Greek islands.

Some 42,000 people are now 
held in camps on the islands close 
to Turkey in the north Aegean Sea—
more than half of them on the island 
of Lesvos.

The overcrowded camps have 
come to dominate the islands and 
cause misery for refugees and Greeks 
alike.

Rather than offer people safety, 
Tory prime minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis wanted to expand the 
camps. But he was forced to abandon 
those plans by a mass revolt by island 
residents demanding the refugees be 
allowed onto the Greek mainland

Petros Constsantinou, a lead-
ing member of the Greek anti-racist 
organisation Keerfa, told Socialist 
Worker, “A mass movement was 
pushing against the detention cen-
tres, but also in solidarity with the 
refugees.”

Occupy
“They tried to build these prisons 
with the support of special forces 
of the police,” he said. “They sent 
1,000 police to occupy Lesvos. This 
was really an invasion for the local 
population.

“The resistance transformed into 
a revolt, starting on the night they 
sent the police ferries to the islands. 
Thousands of people surrounded the 

port in order to stop them disembark-
ing. The police had to fire teargas as 
soon as the door opened in order to 
get off.”

Petros described how trade unions 
called a general strike, which was 
also joined by shopkeepers and small 
farmers. People occupied and block-
aded the land that had been confis-
cated by the government for the new 
prison site.

When police took the land, thou-
sands of protesters surrounded them. 

People battled police for three 
days—even invading the hotels 
where cops were staying and throw-
ing their clothes out of the window, 
forcing a government retreat. Petros 

said reports that the island residents 
were opposed to refugees were 
“bullshit”. “The revolt was organised 
by trade unions and the left,” he said. 

Small groups of fascists have tried 
to organise. 

Control 
“But they couldn’t control all these 
demonstrations,” said Petros. 

“The solidarity movement that 
developed after 2015 is still there. 
There are still people who go and 
give refugees clothes and water. But 
now the people are demanding that 
these people have the right to move 
to the mainland.”

Demanding safety for refugees is 

the best response to governments 
whose racist border laws wreck the 
lives of ordinary people. “We argue 
for open borders,” said Petros. “We 
say bring in all the refugees—give 
them asylum, papers and safety.”

Across the world the same call 
needs to go out. Our enemies are the 
rich, not desperate people. 

And in Britain we need to step up 
the fight against the Tories whose vile 
racism scapegoats migrants to divert 
attention from their own crimes. 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Prince Fosu

RIOT COPS were met with barricades 

IN THIS WEEK

 1910
International 
Women’s Day
Socialist women 
made the call for the 
first International 
Working Women’s Day 
at a conference in 
Copenhagen.

The date was chosen 
to honour the struggle of 
women strikers in New 
York sweatshops.

Stand Up To Racism  
mobilising meetings
Challenging the Hostile Environment, 6pm, Fri 6 March, 
Islington Town Hall, N1 2UD. Speakers include Jeremy 
Corbyn, Rakhia Ismail and Margaret Holmes

Combating Johnson’s racist agenda, 2pm, Sun 15 March, 
St Paul’s Church, 184 Stoke Newington Rd,  
N16 7UY. Speakers include Diane Abbott and  
Weyman Bennett

for more meetings go to facebook.com/StandUTR/events
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 Thunberg  
 marches  
 with tens of  
 thousands  
 in Bristol
by SARAH BATES

AT LEAST 30,000 school climate 
strikers and their supporters 
filled the streets of Bristol last 
Friday to march alongside Greta 
Thunberg.

Thunberg spoke to the crowd 
assembled on College Green before 
leading the march around the city.

“Still this emergency is being 
ignored by politicians, the media 
and those in power,” she said.

“I will not stand aside and watch, 
I will not be silenced while the world 
is on fire—will you?”

Her speech was a rallying cry 
for everyone to join the climate 
movement.

“If you look throughout history, 
all the great changes have come 
from the people,” she said. “We 
are being betrayed by the people in 
power and they are failing us but we 
will not back down.

“Activism works, so I’m telling 
you to act.”

The march through Bristol was 
similar in character to earlier school 
climate strike mobilisations.

The biggest contingent was of 
teenagers—many of them arriving 
with their friends in school uniforms.

Climbing
Small groups of teenagers ran 
through the streets—some climbing 
up scaffolding, bus stops and even 
buildings to lead the chants.

Mohammad was on his first 
climate strike. “The school 
was pressured to let us 
come,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “They basically 
have to, because it’s Greta 
Thunberg.

“I feel like, realistically, 
people look down on her 
because she’s seen as a 
kid, but she is actually 
doing something to 
help. Without her, 
without all these 
protests, people 
wouldn’t be as 
aware.”

There were 
f lags from 

the Unison union and a banner from 
the PCS union’s Natural England 
branch.

Extinction Rebellion symbols 
were dotted throughout the crowd 
and there were large blocs focused 
on veganism and green energy.

Many people braving the pouring 
rain had never been on a protest 
before. But the atmosphere in the 
city had reached fever pitch over the 
past week, drawing new layers in.

Festival
“It feels great to be here, it’s almost 
like a festival and it makes me quite 
emotional to be here, because eve-
ryone cares,” said Rhian.

And Katie said, “It’s brilliant to 
see everyone come together for one 
cause. It’s good she’s here but this 

about more than just Greta.”
Although undoubt-

edly it was the power of 
Thunberg that pulled 
thousands of people on 
to the streets, the scale 
of the mobilisation 
shows there is a mood 

to fight.
And with the next cli-

mate strike fast approach-
ing on 13 March, every 
day should be spent 

building action for cli-
mate justice.

As Freya said, “If 
this is what needs to 
be done, we’re going 
to keep doing it.”

BACK STORY
Swedish activist Greta Thunberg 
has sparked a global movement 
of school climate strikes
lMillions of school students 
around the world have protested 
to demand urgent action on 
climate change
lTens of thousands of them have 
marched in Britain since the first 
climate strikes took place more 
than a year ago
lThe school climate strikes are 
part of a growing and radical 
climate movement 

THE HUGE march in Bristol city centre 

 Activists follow school strike with  
 forum to prepare for more action 
AROUND 140 climate activists 
gathered to debate how to take 
the fight for ecological justice 
forward in Bristol on Saturday.

A similar meeting, also 
organised under the “climate 
emergency summit” banner, 
drew around 120 in Manchester. 

Bristol climate striker Aden 
made the case for giving young 
people a chance to vote in 
elections. 

“We should be living in a 
functioning democracy, but we’re 
not,” he said. 

Arrested
“The youth are ignored—we have 
kids being arrested on the streets 
as part of protest with Extinction 
Rebellion.

“We want the vote but the 
Tories don’t want to do that 
because they’ll lose—they’re 
scared of people, the people 
they’re meant to represent.”

The electric atmosphere from 
Friday’s 30,000-strong march 
headed by Greta Thunberg 
(see left) filtered through to 
the afternoon’s sessions. The 

summit also heard from local 
campaigners such as Tarisha 
Finnegan-Clarke from Bristol 
Airport Action Network.

She reflected on the recent 
council decision not to expand 
Bristol Airport, and a recent 
court ruling that blocks 
Heathrow’s third runway (see 
right).

“It seems the aims of the 
Paris Agreement was not at the 
forefront of the minds of the 
owners of Bristol Airport,” she 
said. 

“In the second phase of our 
campaign we will fight to keep 
them accountable to it.” 

Students and workers debated 
how to grow the climate 
movement that has reached 
unprecedented levels in Bristol 
and across Britain.

Huw Williams, a Unison union 
member, said, “It’s great to see 
trade union banners on climate 
strikes, but let’s be honest, the 
trade union movement has not 
stepped up to the plate.

“Let’s face up to the climate 
emergency now and think about 

what we can do before Cop26.” 
The United Nations Cop26 talks 
in Glasgow are a key organising 
focus for many climate activists. 

Suzanne Jeffery, chair of 
Campaign against Climate 
Change, said November’s 
negotiations meant activists 
in Britain “have a very specific 
responsibility to deliver a 
movement with deep social 
roots”. 

Organising
In a session on building the 
climate strikes, University of 
Bristol student David said union 
members and students were 
organising to join school strikers 
on future action dates.

The next school strike is set 
for 13 March and a national 
rebellion is planned for 23 May. 

Climate activists should 
use any opportunity to throw 
themselves into building a bigger 
and stronger movement. 

Join the climate summits in Sheffield 
on Sat 7 March  bit.ly/SheffSummit 
and east London on Sat 14 March  
bit.ly/ElonSummit

In a flap over coal

 Campaigners celebrate  
 ruling against runway
ACTIVISTS were 
celebrating last 
Thursday after plans 
against Heathrow 
Airport expansion 
were blocked in a 
dramatic court ruling.

The Court of Appeal 
said the planned third 
runway was unlawful 
because it didn’t 
take into account the 
government’s climate 
change targets.

It’s a hugely 
significant moment 
against plans to 
construct a project 
that will wreak 
environmental damage 
on a local level, as 
well as contributing 
to global climate 
catastrophe.

And it is a direct 
result of mass action 
over the climate 
emergency.

Heathrow bosses 
want a third runway 
to bring in another 
700 more planes a 
day—causing carbon 
emissions to shoot up. 

This would spell 
disaster for reducing 
temperature rise.

Boris Johnson 
famously said he 
would “lie down in 
the front of those 
bulldozers and 
stop construction”. 

He was worried 
about opposition 
to the expansion 
among voters in his 
nearby west London 
constituency.

But since his 
government has 
said it won’t contest 
the Court of Appeal 
ruling, he may not 
need to be exposed 
for the opportunistic 
hypocrite he is.

Heathrow bosses 
plan to appeal the 
decision, and judges 
said the plans could go 
ahead if they fit with 
Britain’s climate policy.

Environmental 
groups argued that 
a third runway isn’t 
consistent with the 

target of keeping 
global temperature 
rise as close to 1.5 
degrees as possible.

The ruling shows 
the kind of impact the 
movement over the 
climate crisis has had.

And it’s a victory 
for local campaigners, 
some of who have 
spent decades battling 
plans that could 
destroy communities 
and cause huge 
destruction to the local 
environment.

The best way to 
completely kill off 
Heathrow’s third 
runway is to build a 
movement that fights 
on every front for 
climate justice.

Campaigners outside court last week

 ‘We won’t budgie,’ says XR
EXTINCTION Rebellion 
(XR) activists staged 
a three-day protest 
against coal mine 
expansion in north 
east England last 
week.

Rebels are fighting 
plans to expand the 
Bradley mine at Pont 
Valley in County 
Durham.

Activists, some 
dressed as canaries, 
scaled over and 
crawled under 
barbed wire fences 
to gain access to the 
site. “If things got 

unsustainable for 
life underground, the 
canaries down the 
mine used to peg it 
before the miners 
did,” one said.

“Here we are, trying 
to stop the coal mine 

because there’s no 
need for coal.”

The operation 
is owned by Banks 
Mining, which has 
issued a planning 
application to expand. 

It would see an 
extra 90,000 tonnes 
of coal and 20,000 
tonnes of fireclay 
mined a year. 

Protester Paul 
Shepherd said, 
“We hope Banks’ 
shareholders sell their 
shares or put pressure 
on the management to 
divest from coal.”

 Workers need green jobs
DRAX, Britain’s 
biggest power plant, 
is due to stop burning 
coal next year.

The plans mean 
the plant in Yorkshire 
is four years ahead 
of the government’s 
2025 ban on coal-fire 
electricity.

The plans could 
see up to 230 jobs 

cut—underlining 
the important of 
having workers at the 
heart of the energy 
transition. 

Workers threatened 
by Drax’s plans could 
be employed in the 
renewable energy 
sector, and in building 
the vital infrastructure 
needed to cope with 

climate catastrophe.
The Drax Group 

claims to be on track 
to become “carbon 
negative” by 2030.

But it also wants to 
replace two coal-fire 
power units with gas-
fired units, and build 
a further two gas-fire 
units on the same 
site.
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Greta Thunberg in Bristol

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

AFGHAN DEAL IS A BLOW 
FOR WEST’S IMPERIALISM

 W
HEN THE US 
invaded Afghanistan 
in 2001, CIA officer 
Milton Bearden 
warned it could 

“end up on the ash heap of Afghan 
history”. 

More than 18 years of death 
and destruction later, Donald 
Trump has been forced to all but 
admit the US can’t win.  

Trump and the Taliban 
resistance group signed a “peace 
deal” last weekend. This would see 
the withdrawal of the US, British 
and other Nato troops within 
14 months, a huge blow to US 
imperialism in the region.

The deal could fall apart. The 
Afghan government, installed after 
the 2001 invasion, could move to 
block it. 

Violence
And the Taliban has said it will 
not “de-escalate violence” unless 
thousands of its supporters are 
released from prison. 

The US invaded Afghanistan 
after the 9/11 attacks, saying it 
wanted to root out Osama bin 
Laden and the al-Qaida group. 

Liberal pundits claimed the 
invasion would bring women’s 
liberation and “nation building”.  

In reality, it was part of a bigger 
attempt to assert US dominance 
in the Middle East and the world.

The US and its allies have 
killed at least 175,000 Afghans 
and spent nearly £800 billion. But 
its puppet government controls 
less than half the country. Trump 
may hope a deal will boost his 
election chances. But it reveals the 
shattering failure of the invasion.

Afghanistan has been a 
battleground of imperialism—a 
global system of competing 
states—for decades. 

During the Cold War of  
1945-91, the US and Stalinist 
Russia competed to dominate 
the world. Russia invaded 
Afghanistan in 1979 to prop up 

a deeply unpopular Communist 
dictatorship. A hugely impressive 
resistance movement, known as 
the Mujahadeen, ground down its 
occupation.

The Mujahadeen forced Russia 
to withdraw in 1989, but the 
country collapsed into civil war. 

Pipeline
The US and Pakistani ISI spook 
service oversaw the setting 
up of the Taliban in 1994. They 
hoped it could restore order and 
allow them to run an oil pipeline 
through central Asia, bypassing 
Russia and Iran.

The US used 9/11 as another 
chance to assert its interests. The 
brutality of its occupation led to 
growing resistance. 

The Taliban positioned itself 
at the head of this and won the 
allegiance of various local groups. 

Over 775,000 US troops have 
been deployed to Afghanistan at 
least once—but they have failed 
to crush the resistance.

The only hope for ordinary 
people in Afghanistan is for 
workers and the poor to take 
control from the warlords, 
landowners and occupiers. And 
that means kicking imperialist 
powers out of the country. 

CHARGE GRENFELL FIRMS
 THE GRENFELL Inquiry is 

helping the guilty to escape. 
It resumed on Monday 

after staff of companies and 
organisations involved in work on 
the tower were assured that their 
evidence would not be used to 
prosecute them. 

The decision by the attorney 
general to grant “privilege from 
incrimination” is a disgrace. 

Angry protests from the 
public gallery forced the inquiry 
to be temporarily suspended on 
Monday. Survivors’ group Grenfell 

United said, “We expect criminal 
prosecutions at the end of this, 
and will not settle for anything 
less.”

Allowing members of the 
corporations responsible for 
the fire to protect their role in a 
public inquiry is a step away from 
justice—not a move towards it.

And the delays caused by the 
request could see phase two 
findings delayed until 2022. 

Nearly every day there 
is evidence of corporate 
wrongdoing. Evidence given on 

Monday showed that Kensington 
and Chelsea Tenants Management 
Organisation hired architects to 
refurbish the tower despite their 
lack of experience. 

They hired Studio E architects 
without a proper selection 
process, in order to keep costs 
down and avoid rules about public 
contracts.

All of those responsible for 
the 72 deaths at Grenfell should 
immediately be charged with 
corporate manslaughter and gross 
negligence.

The invasion was 
part of a bigger 
attempt to assert 
US dominance in 
the Middle East

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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Erdogan’s imperial 
play comes undone
THE BRAZILIAN Marxist Ruy Mauro Marini coined the 
concept of “sub-imperialism” back in the 1960s. He 
was trying to make sense of the dynamic of capitalist 
development in a society like Brazil. The country was 
then in the process of industrialising and expanding, but 
still operating within the economic, political, and military 
limits set by the leading global powers.

The concept of sub-imperialism applies perfectly to 
Turkey under president Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Over the past 
30 years Turkey has developed into a significant industrial 
economy, integrated into productive networks centred on 
the European Union (EU).

Erdogan’s political dominance since he first became 
prime minister in 2003 reflects the self-assertion of a new 
pious Muslim capitalist class emerging from this industrial 
transformation. He saw the 2011 Arab revolutions as an 
opportunity to assert Turkish leadership.

He is now bumping up against the limits of Turkish 
sub-imperialism. He put plentiful resources into trying 
to engineer the overthrow of the Bashar al-Assad regime 
in Syria. This has been a complete failure. Thanks to the 
intervention of first Iran and then since 2015 Russia, Assad 
has managed more or less to regain control of Syria. The 
remnants of the revolutionary forces are bottled up in the 
north western province of Idlib.

One of the cleverest tactics used by Assad was to put 
pressure on Erdogan by pulling his forces out of the Kurdish 
areas along the border between northeastern Syria and 
Turkey. The vacuum was filled by the People’s Protection 
Units (YPG), politically linked to the Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK), which have fought for self-determination against the 
Turkish state for decades. Under the umbrella of the Syrian 
Democratic Front, the YPG became a key ally of the United 
States in the campaign to defeat Isis in Syria.

But the collapse of Isis strengthened the hand of Assad 
and his Russian and Iranian backers. Meanwhile, Erdogan 
wanted to stop the consolidation of Kurdish autonomous 
areas in his border. Rather than risk conflict with Turkey, 
Donald Trump last autumn pulled US forces out of the 
Kurdish areas, leaving the YPG at the mercy of invading 
Turkish troops.

Erdogan faces a difficult military task in Syria. He wants to 
contain or destroy the YPG, but his troops are also trying to 
prop up the surviving rebels in Idlib. Assad, with the backing 
of Russian air power and technical assistance, has been 
mounting a devastating and indiscriminate bombardment of 
an area packed with refugees as well as fighters.

This is taking Turkey dangerously close to confrontation 
with Russia. Last week 34 Turkish soldiers were killed in 
Idlib by an airstrike that Erdogan is blaming on Assad but in 
which Russia was almost certainly involved. 

Suffering
Turkish sub-imperialism is suffering from overstretch. 
Erdogan recently sent troops to Libya to prop up the nominal 
government that controls little more than the capital, Tripoli. 

Russia is on the other side in Libya as well, backing the 
forces of general Khalifa Haftar, which are advancing on 
Tripoli. Erdogan signed a deal with the Tripoli government 
that gives him right of access to energy-rich Mediterranean 
waters. He is quarrelling over them with a yet another bloc 
of states—Greece, southern Cyprus, and Israel.

No wonder Erdogan is looking westwards for help. As 
the Stratfor intelligence website puts it, “What Ankara 
really needs is a clear and consistent signal from its major 
allies strong enough that it convinces Russia to push for 
de-escalation in Idlib sooner rather than later.” 

Erdogan drew close to Russia in order to give him 
leverage against the Western powers. To US fury he bought 
the Russian S-400 air defence system. But now, squeezed 
in Syria, he is pleading for US help—for example, Patriot 
missiles to contain Russian air power in Idlib. He’s also 
trying to pressure the EU by allowing refugees and migrants 
to cross into Europe from Turkey.

It’s hard to feel any sympathy for Erdogan now that he 
has overreached himself. The real victims are the peoples of 
countries such as Syria and Libya that are being torn apart 
by rival sub-imperialisms and by the great powers lurking 
behind the scenes.

LABOUR FIGURES laid out their plans at the Rally for Socialism last week  Picture: Arise/twitter

Labour left issue a call for 
movement outside of party
by NICK CLARK

“NO GOING back” is the 
new rallying cry for the left 
in the Labour Party. 

It was the message from 
Labour chair, MP Ian Lavery, 
to the Arise festival’s Rally for 
Socialism in central London 
last week.

It was meant to lend a 
feeling of strength and defi-
ance to a besieged left that’s 
digging in and trying not 
to retreat in the face of an 
emboldened right.

But what does it actually 
mean in practice? At its best 
this meant refusing to give in 
and adopt racist arguments 
about immigration.

MPs Apsana Begum, Zarah 
Sultana, Bell Ribeiro-Addy, 
Claudia Webbe and shadow 
home secretary Diane Abbott 
all hit back at the argument 
that Labour has to “listen” to 
people’s “concerns”.

“What they’re saying is 
we need to swerve right on 
migration,” said Abbott. “Not 
while I’m alive.”

Anti-racists need to fight 
together. However, with 
Abbott as shadow home 
secretary, Labour dropped 
its commitment to defend-
ing freedom of move-
ment in favour of a divisive  
“skills-based” immigration 
system.

At its least optimistic, “No 
going back” meant simply 
digging in and fighting to 
defend the gains made for the 

left inside the Labour Party. 
Speakers painted a picture of 
a years-long, hard struggle 
under siege from the right.

But one thing that really 
seemed to cheer people up 
was talk of finding ways to 
fight the Tory government 
away from parliament.

PCS union general secre-
tary Mark Serwotka was also 
at the meeting last week.

“Our task is to elect radi-
cal leaders such as Rebecca 
Long-Bailey and Richard 
Burgon who are going to 
 popularise socialist ideas. 

“While that goes on our 

job is to be in the communi-
ties, in the food banks, on the 
picket lines, fighting to keep 
the libraries open and the 
schools and hospitals open. 
Defending people against 
deportation.”

Union leaders have made 
similar speeches often. Such 
words need to be turned into 
action.

Movement
John McDonnell, for now still 
Labour’s shadow chancellor, 
said, “We’ve got to build a 
movement. The way you 
build that movement is you 
build it in struggle.”

That’s always good to 
hear, but we’ve heard it 
before. McDonnell and union 
leaders never stopped talking 
about building a movement 
and waging action against 
the Tories.

But the Labour left and 
most union leaders prioritised 
getting a Labour government 
through normal electoral 
campaigning—and led activ-
ists away from struggle.

Jeremy Corbyn has started 
appearing at rallies and dem-
onstrations again. He should 
never have stopped. 

We do have to build a 
movement—but it can’t be 
dependent on whether and 
when Labour next gets a 
chance to be elected.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Starmer likely to win
KNIGHT Commander 
of the Order of the 
Bath, Sir Keir Starmer 
QC, is on course to be 
the next leader of the 
Labour Party, according 
to recent polls by 
YouGov and Survation.

Both polls last 
week suggest Starmer 
would get more votes 
in the election—set to 
end on 2 April—than 
the left’s candidate 
Rebecca Long-Bailey.

It’s a sign that Labour 
members and affiliated 
supporters believe the 
party needs to move 
back towards the 
“centre” ground. Some 
believe they can defend 

the legacy of Jeremy 
Corbyn’s leadership while 
also appeasing the right. 
One Labour member told 
Socialist Worker, “A lot 
of left wing activists feel 
Starmer is very right 
wing. But he’s my MP 
and I’ve been in lots of 
small meetings with him 
and he’s very open.”

Other activists appear 
confident that the left 
can regain ground. 

But they often find 
it difficult to explain 
why Long-Bailey chose 
to back the more right 
wing candidate Angela 
Rayner over Burgon 
in the race for Labour 
Party deputy leader. 

John McDonnell
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Spread of coronavirus reveals 
fatal flaws in global health care  
As the deadly disease spreads to new countries, Yuri Prasad investigates why health care 
systems and pharmateutical companies run for profit fail those most in need of help
CORONAVIRUS SPREAD to new 
countries this week and swelled 
in those places where it had 
already been detected.

At the start of this week there 
were over 90,000 confirmed cases 
globally with over 3,000 deaths. 
The large majority of those who 
have died are in China’s Hubei 
province.

But there are also new confirmed 
cases in many other parts of the 
world.

The World Health Organisation 
has warned that many health  
systems are not prepared to control 
infections if the disease hits. 

That will be particularly true in 
poorer countries.

And in Britain, with at least  
36 confirmed cases, the govern-
ment is torn between threatening to 
lockdown cities and Boris Johnson’s 
complacency.

Public Health England’s medi-
cal director, Paul Cosford, said this 
week that Britain can expect to see 
widespread infection “fairly soon”.

Coronavirus is a real threat, 
although the large majority of 
people seem to make a full recov-
ery from it. 

Protest
But the illness still has a higher 
chance of leading to serious respir-
atory symptoms than seasonal flu.

The spread of the virus must not 
be used to shut down the right to 
meet and protest.

 It must not be used to block 
migrants and refugees or to stoke 
up hatred of people from abroad.

It must not be used as an excuse 
to slash jobs or to cut wages or to 
reduce pensions because of the fluc-
tuations of the stock market.  

Our rulers are usually more con-
cerned about trying to maintain 
confidence in the health of the 
economy—and corporations’ prof-
its—than in the health of billions 
across the world.

The search for a vaccine is again 
underlining capitalism’s failures.

As with all new drugs, vaccina-
tions and medication need a long 
testing process.

Hundreds of  smal l  f i rms 
are involved in research into a  
vaccination for the newest viruses.

Stock markets are eagerly eyeing 
up which of them might make the 
breakthrough that leads to a cure—
and the vast profits that could 
follow.

Most of the small companies and 
university labs doing coronavirus 
research will not be “winners”. 

The huge sums invested in 
their work will be lost, and often 
their results are not shared.  

As a consequence most of the giant  
pharmaceutical companies are  
s tay ing  we l l  c l ea r  o f  the 
coronavirus. 

The gloomy situation we face 
today was not inevitable. 

Treatment
Sars was another form of corona-
virus that caused a pandemic in 
2002-3. 

I f  a l l  those  work ing on  
treatment for Sars had remained 
commissioned for the past 18 years 
we might be further down the 
road towards a cure for this latest 
manifestation.

But our world rulers are so com-
mitted to the free market that the 
idea of such research, without the 
potential for profit, is nothing but 
waste.

THERE HAS been a reported 50 percent increase in coronavirus cases in Italy 

NHS funding cuts exposed
THE HUGE danger of years 
of NHS underfunding is 
being revealed by the 
threat of the coronavirus.

Even a small number of 
serious cases could easily 
push the critically understaffed 
health service into collapse.

Cuts forced Tory health 
secretary Matt Hancock to 
make a desperate appeal to 
retired doctors and nurses 
to return to work to combat 
the spread of the virus.

Over the last ten years 
government policy has 

served to create the current 
crisis in the NHS. 

In a bid to deflect 
attention Hancock has been 
making a series of alarming 
scaremongering statements.

Helping spread panic might 
help detract from the Tories’ 
sickening record on health. 

But it does nothing 
to halt the virus. 

In fact, it will only 
make people more fearful 
about coming forward if 
they have symptoms and 
will aid its spread.

Don’t make 
workers pay 
for sickness
THE GOVERNMENT has said that 
any worker who is required to go 
into self-isolation or quarantine, 
or who falls ill, will be entitled to 
Statutory Sick Pay (SSP).

But because two million of the 
lowest paid workers in Britain 
don’t currently have the right to 
SSP, many may find themselves 
struggling to make ends meet.

Some of those will be workers 
in our hospitals, particularly in 
cleaning, catering and security 
roles. By staying in work they 
could be putting their own, their 
colleagues and their families’ lives 
at risk. 

Even for those who are eligible, 
the payment is still too low at 
just £94.25 a week. Wetherspoon 
bosses have told workers that the 

normal rules for SSP will apply 
even if they are ordered into 
quarantine by the government.

 All workers—regardless of 
income or contract—should get 
adequate sick pay from the first 
day of absence.  

Health workers in Oxfordshire 
are so concerned about the 
way even NHS employers are 
responding that their Unison union 
has passed a motion demanding 
workers’ rights are protected.

It insists on mass training 
for NHS staff in how to prevent 
infections from spreading. 

And the union also demands 
that any illness related to the virus 
is not counted as part of normal 
sickness absence.

They also demand that staff 
who have to leave work to care for 
children if schools are closed by 
the virus continue to receive their 
normal pay. 

Every worker should take action 
to win such demands.

Johnson practises his bedside manner
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Macron to 
accelerate 
attack on 
pensions
As the government makes a serious 
move Charlie Kimber argues the 
unions need to call decisive action

MAJOR STRIKES and demon-
strations were scheduled for this 
week in France. They followed 
the government’s outrageous 
announcement that it would ram 
through its attacks on pensions 
without a vote in parliament.

Prime minister Edouard Phillipe 
said last Saturday that under 
Article 49.3 of the constitution the  
pension changes would not go 
through the usual process. Instead the  
measures will automatically pass 
unless the government is ousted in 
a  no‑confidence vote.

Angry protests immediately 
began in cities across France. In 
Le Havre demonstrators threw 
stones at Phillipe’s campaign office, 
painted slogans on the walls and 
chanted, “Put him in quarantine.”

Workers at the Paris Opera and 
the Comedie‑Francaise walked out 
on strike.

On Monday morning eight 
national trade union and student 
organisations called for “continued 
relentless action, in forms which are 
decided locally”.

They called for demonstrations 
on Monday and Tuesday and for 
strikes when the no‑confidence 
motion is heard in parliament.

Some workers denounced the 
unions’ plan as far too weak. The 
Sud rail union at Paris Nord station 
was one of several that demanded 
much more specific plans and 
 escalating strikes. 

Sustained
Millions of French workers have 
been fighting president Emmanuel 
Macron’s assault on pensions since 
5 December. A series of mass strikes 
and demonstrations have seen the 
most sustained workers’ struggle in 
France for decades.

But recently union leaders have 
drawn back from sustained and uni‑
fied resistance. They said the next 
day of national strikes would not 
take place until 31 March, after the 
municipal elections scheduled for 
15 and 22 March. 

The government’s move to use 
49.3 forced them to bring forward 

the strike dates. This week’s strikes 
can take the movement to a new 
level. But more will be needed. 

Olivier Besancenot, a  leading 
member of the socialist NPA party, 
said the key task is to “strike together 
and find a way of  generalising the 
strike for several days in a row 
and not just on an action calendar 
spread out over time”.

Laurent, a physiotherapist, told 
Socialist Worker, “We have had 
enough words from the top of the 
unions. 

“Their hope of stopping Macron 
though set piece days of action and 
amendments won by MPs has now 
failed. Only a general strike can 
win.”

Macron is seeking to divide 
resistance by launching a campaign 
against “Islamic separatism”. 

This is another reason why 
the anti‑racist demonstrations of 
21 March are so important.

Denis  Godard ,  f rom the 
Autonomie de Classe socialist 
group, says, “The mobilisation on 
21 March takes on a particular 
importance this year. Beyond the 
importance in itself of the strug‑
gle alongside migrants, the whole 
 protest movement is at stake.”

On other pages...
Will America get Bern’d? 
>>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
Workers have been fighting 
attacks on their pensions for 
three months
lPresident Emmanuel Macron 
wants people to work longer and 
get less in retirement
lWorkers have held a series of 
mass strikes and demonstrations
lBut recently trade union 
leaders have backed off from 
sustained action
lNow strikes are planned for 
this week, but more will be 
needed to beat the cuts

STUDENTS FROM the EHESS college demonstrating in Paris on Monday say they are ‘in struggle’  

Israeli elections leave right claiming 
victory while scrabbling for power
RIGHT WING parties declared 
victory in Israel’s elections on 
Monday, promising a government 
that will annexe all of the 
Palestinian West Bank. 

The results left the right wing 
bloc in Israel’s parliament—the 
Knesset—one seat short of a 
majority. It raised the prospect of 
weeks of parliamentary wrangling 
that could culminate in yet another 
election.

Celebrated 
Israel’s racist, warmongering 
president Binyamin Netanyahu 
celebrated the election result on 
Monday with a speech hailing “a 
great victory for the right wing 
camp.”

After almost a year of political 
deadlocks—and three elections—
his supporters reacted as if they 
had won a landslide. 

There were loud cheers when he 
mentioned his promise to annexe 
large parts of the West Bank.

The result is an improvement 
for the right on the results of the 
previous election in September  
last year, which ended in a  
near‑tie. Members of his party 
Likud credited the improvement on 
Netanyahu’s promise to take more 

Palestinian land and unite with 
reactionary Arab governments 
against Iran.

It came just weeks after 
Netanyahu appeared alongside 
US president Donald Trump to 
endorse a so‑called “peace deal” 
that spelled permanent dominance 
over Palestinians.

The deal—rejected by the 
Palestinian Authority—would 
allow Israel to annexe huge chunks 
of the West Bank, which it has 
occupied since 1967. 

Vast West Bank settlement 
blocs—where hundreds of 
thousands of Israelis now live on 
stolen Palestinian land—would 
officially become part of Israel. 

Israel would also get the Jordan 
Valley, leaving Palestinians with 
a “state” made up of 
fragmented scraps 
of land still under 
Israeli military 
control.    

Parties that 
still promise a 
Palestinian 
state are 
now 

marginal. Netanyahu’s main 
rival Benny Gantz also avoided 
pledging to end the occupation, 
focusing instead on allegations 
of corruption against the Israeli 
prime minister.

Netanyahu now has to try and 
form a coalition government, 
which is the norm in Israel.

His party Likud is almost certain 
to be backed up by smaller right 
wing and religious groups who 
want the government to go even 
further in taking Palestinian land. 

This coalition will still be one 
seat short of a majority in the 
Knesset. Netanyahu will now try to 
find politicians to defect from what 
passes for Israel’s centre left.

Naftali Bennet, leader of the far 
right Yamina group and currently 
Israel’s defence minister, promised 
to fight for a government that 
would annexe the entire West 
Bank.

Palestinian diplomat Saeb 
Erekat said, “Netanyahu’s 
campaign was about the 
continuation of the occupation and 
conflict.

“Settlement, annexation 
and apartheid have won the 
Israeli elections.”
Nick ClarkBinyamin Netanyahu 
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Prisoner’s 
thank you 
I WOULD appreciate you 
expressing my greetings 
to those who have sent 
me cards.

It has happened on 
and off over the years 
as part of an article 
suggesting Socialist 
Worker readers write 
to prisoners over the 
holiday season. 

Thank you very much. 
Richard Southern

A3952AE
HMP Berwyn, Bridge Road

Wrexham Industrial Estate, 
Wrexham, North Wales

LL13 9QE

Floods are a 
result of crisis 
THE COMBINATION of 
an unwillingness to take 
the steps needed to 
reduce global warming—
and failure to take 
measures to address it is 
a recipe for disasters.

David Hughes
On Facebook

lWE NEED to do some 
collective thinking 
about how the climate 
movement responds to 
these flooding events.

It’s necessary to raise 
concrete demands in 
the context of the wider 
struggle for system 
change. 

Huw Williams
On Facebook

There is one 
silver lining 
ONE GOOD piece of 
news to come out of 
coronavirus is that 
failed Tory tosspot 
and left wing placard 
crusher, the BBC’s Nick 
Robinson, has decided to 
self‑isolate.

Hopefully this will long 
continue.

John Curtis
Ipswich

On Labour 
leadership
KEIR STARMER will 
win. It’s in the bag, but 
Labour will be in the 
political wilderness for at 
least another ten years. 

Thomas Ness
On Facebook

Brexit will 
grow divisions
I WAS sickened by the 
post‑Brexit celebrations 
and the gloating of 
pro‑Brexit supporters. 

Brexit will continue to 
be a divisive issue—these 
wounds will not heal. 

John Costello
Wolverhampton

Just a 
thought...

Food bank use has risen  

Austerity means lower life expectancy
A NEW report carried out 
by the Health Foundation 
has found that life 
 expectancy is getting 
shorter for those living in 
poorer areas. 

There are many factors 
causing this trend—from 
access to good healthcare 
to being stressed and 
overworked.

One root cause is 
austerity. It is responsible 
for cuts to the NHS, 
education and transport 
services 

It has led to the 
privatisation of services, 
making them less accessible 
for working class people. 

The damage austerity has 
done to British society is 
shocking. 

It is a wonder that the 
Conservatives have 
managed to win an election 
on the promise of tackling 
austerity—it was them who 

initiated the cuts. The 
ruling class has such a 
disconnect from the 
priorities of the public. 

And they don’t 
understand what life is like 
under austerity.

While many voters have 
been swayed by Brexit 
arguments to vote 
Conservative we must, as 
the general public, demand 
the government provide 
relief from austerity.

The alternative is 
decreased standards of 
living and lower life 
expectancy.

Francesca Yepes 
Sheffield 

Why I’m 
leaving 
the Labour 
Party
ON THE night of 
12 December 2019 I 
decided to join the Labour 
Party. Jeremy Corbyn had 
conquered my heart and 
my hope for a better future. 

I saw him as a beacon of 
light in the fight against the 
fascist and neoliberal 
advances within and 
outside Europe.

Today is 23 February and 
I’ve decided to cancel my 
Labour membership.

I was not captivated by 
any of the candidates for 
the new leader. 

Rebecca Long-Bailey was 
the most appealing to me, 
mainly because she worked 
with Corbyn during the last 
campaign. 

But most importantly, 
the leadership election is 
secondary to action.

I’ve lived in a town for the 
last 14 years, and I’ve seen it 
getting rotten because of 
inequality. There are more 
people living in the streets 
than I can remember. 

But the Labour Party is 
only interested in votes. 

I also think Labour 
adheres to everything each 
interest group presents it 
with. That is dangerous.

Although a party has to 
be vocal about its values 
and the people it 
represents, it has to be 
done from a unifying view.

I’m not sure if the 
answer to this debacle is to 
have another strong party 
to the left of Labour, but 
one thing is for sure—
British political life has to 
be vigorously shaken to 
start a new wave of 
change.

Laura Medina Valencia
by email 

Underfunding in the 
NHS is causing misery 
TORY HEALTH secretary 
Matt Hancock says that the 
NHS can cope with the 
Coronavirus. 

But how will it when it’s 
not coping now? 

The BBC recently 
released a report—based on 
NHS England data—that 
shows understaffing and 
 underfunding lead to 
longer waiting times. 

In an article about the 
report, a 93 year old 
woman who waited six 
hours on a trolley in a 
hospital corridor is 
mentioned. London’s 

Hillingdon Hospital where 
she was admitted is 
considered to be “unsafe”. 

One senior NHS figure 
described the state of its 
buildings as “appalling—
the worst of any hospital in 
London”.

The NHS as a whole is 
short of 40,000 nurses and 
10,000 doctors, meaning 
that the pressure on staff is 
immense and many work 
unpaid hours to fill the 
gaps. It is also grossly 
underfunded.

Jim Fagan
East London 

Students are supporting the 
strikes at our universities
AT YORK university we are trying 
to get campus campaigns to work 
together through the Students 
Support the Strike group.

We have been approached by a 
lecturer who wants to arrange 
teach-outs about climate change. 

I think it’s really important to 
link struggles in the UCU union 
strikes. I’m in my third year and 
some of the other students are 
thinking, why are the strikes 
happening again?

But we need to have the 
argument that disruptions in the 
form of strikes are the fault of the 
management, not the lecturers, 
and we will not be divided. 

Isabel Ringrose 
York university 

lIN CAMBRIDGE we made fake 
money with the face of our 
universities vice chancellor, 
Stephen Toope, on it to represent 
how much he is paid compared to 
other staff.

Everyone threw them as paper 
planes into the senate house.

A local drill artist who’s in 
sixth form near by also performed 
a track he wrote about the 
strikes.

Oisin Challen-Flynn
Cambridge university 

lAT BRISTOL university the picket 
lines and rallies organised have 
been a good size with quite a few 
students on them.

We have also organised 

teach-outs on climate change and 
decolonising education. There has 
been a lot of talk among students 
about getting fees reimbursed.

We have been opposing this idea 
and having the argument that this 
undermines the strike.  

Emily Tubb 
Bristol university 

lIN NEWCASTLE we have set up a 
student solidarity group so we can 
raise awareness about the strikes.

Picket lines are where strikes 
are made or broken. 

The main thing that we can do 
as students is to go down to join 
the pickets. 

Ciaran Wakefield 
Newcastle university



 IS AMERICA’S
 ELITE ABOUT 
TO GET
 BERN’D?

A socialist Bernie Sanders is a frontrunner to be the 
Democratic party’s US presidential candidate. Gabby Thorpe 
looks at the factors behind the rise in his popularity—and 
how the establishment and rich will try to stop real change

A 
self-proclaimed  socialist 
i s  r u n n i n g  t o  b e 
Democratic candidate 
for US president—and he 
is beginning to scare the 
party’s establishment and 

the billionaires.  
When Bernie Sanders announced his 

campaign in early 2019, over a million 
people signed up to volunteer in the first 
24 hours. And in the same time period, 
he raised a record breaking £4.7 million 
in individual donations.

Sanders’ growing popularity is built 
on his policies of a $15 minimum wage, 
free education and healthcare, action on 
climate change, and strict regulation of 
the banks. 

He has quickly become one of the most  
popular and recognisable politicians in 
the US. 

Sanders has won big vote shares  
in the election to become the Democratic 
party’s candidate. He came first in New 
Hampshire and Nevada and won the 
popular vote in the Iowa caucus.

He was expected to do well in the 
Super Tuesday set of elections after 
Socialist Worker went to press.

Jennifer Needham, a care worker and 
Sanders supporter from Nevada, told 
Socialist Worker, “Bernie actually cares 
about people. 

“He’s the only one who cares that the 
rich have too much money or that there 
are families that have to choose between 
food and healthcare. He’s making people 

talk about wealth inequality in a real 
way.” Sanders’ popularity comes from 
his ability to tap into the deep anger 
felt by the US working class against the 
establishment. 

This reflects radicalisation with move-
ments from Black Lives Matter and the 
Women’s Marches to a rising number of 
strikers. 

His speeches are very different to 
those from the other Democratic party 
candidates that firmly align themselves 
with the ruling class. 

His rivals include racist, sexist billion-
aire Michael Bloomberg and the former 
vice president Joe Biden. 

Such people offer no radical challenge 
to Trump’s lies.  

Jennifer said, “Donald Trump says 
he’s great because the economy is 
doing better. That’s only true if you’re 

very wealthy. There are still people 
who are struggling. How can someone 
like Bloomberg or Buttigieg make that 
better? 

“Sanders is the only person who 
wants to stand against that.” 

Trump said in his recent State of the 
Union address that the US stock mar-
kets are “soaring by 70 percent” and that 
unemployment was at an all time low. 

His assertion that the US economy 
is the “best it’s ever been” ignores the  
reality of a stagnation in wage growth. 

Sanders hit back, saying, “In the 
last three years, billionaires saw an  
$850 billion increase in their wealth. 

“For the ordinary American things are 
not so good. 

“Last year real wage increases for the 
average worker were less than one per-
cent. Half of our people are living pay 
cheque to pay cheque.” 

Sanders’ criticisms of the US estab-
lishment have been met with attacks. 

He has been accused of sexism by 
Hillary Clinton and challenger for the 
nomination Elizabeth Warren.  

Others have dared to accuse him 
of antisemitism—despite his Jewish 
heritage. 

One television pundit even went so 
far as to say Sanders’ win in Nevada 
was comparable to the Nazi invasion of 
France in 1940. 

But despite efforts by the media and 
the establishment to bring him down, 
many now see him as “unstoppable.” 

MICHAEL BLOOMBERG
The multi-billionaire did not run in early 
caucuses, instead he waited for Super 
Tuesday on 3 March, when 15 states and 
territories voted. 
He nearly said last week he’d “bought” 
many Democrats that control the House of 
Representatives.

ELIZABETH WARREN
The other candidate seen as “progressive”, 
Warren is sometimes touted as a more 
“serious” version of Sanders. But she doesn’t 
pretend to be an enemy of the system. She 
told one interviewer she was “capitalist to the 
bone”. She was a registered Republican until 
1996 when she was 47 years old.

JOE BIDEN
The former vice president under Barack 
Obama ran to be presidential candidate in 
1988 and 2008. Primaries this year saw him 
win for the first time ever. He is the architect 
of the “War on Drugs” that led to mass 
incarceration policies, such as the  1994 
crime bill.TH
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There is a danger that Sanders’ focus 
on electoral politics could mean the 
energy of movements is sucked into the 
Democratic party.

Roberto an activist from California. 
told Socialist Worker, “I would vote for 
Bernie if he was the candidate. But my 
biggest concern is that if he loses, there 
won’t be anything in his place. 

“He says there’s going to be a ‘political 
revolution’ but whatever happens there’s 
going to be a whole system against him. 

“There’s no one on the streets 
demanding he’s listened to. I thought 
that’s what a ‘political revolution’ is 
meant to be. 

“I left college last year and I can 
barely afford to live. Bernie has prom-
ised $15 an hour and an end to student 
debt. “But if he can’t deliver these things 
then I don’t think there’s going to be a 
movement. 

“There’s just going to be four years of 
people saying that he can’t keep his elec-
tion promises.” Many of Sanders’ policies 
are connected with demands raised by  
anti-racists and climate change 
movements. 

His plans involve ending the 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement  
border guards agency and shutting 
down detention centres. 

He also calls for the reinstatement 
of the Deferred Action on Childhood 
Arrivals program that gives residency 
rights to the children of undocumented 

migrants. 
Sanders is also for a Green New 

Deal that aims to decarbonise the  
economy. In a country with a climate 
denier for a president, more people 
are prepared to take action over climate 
change. 

Sanders backs all of these  movements. 
But his “political revolution” doesn’t call 
for people to get out on to the streets to 
take on the elite and focuses on chan-
nelling people’s hopes for change into 
the ballot box. 

Winning radical change will mean 
deepening the movements on the 
streets, workplaces and campuses.

The support for 
Sanders partly 
reflects an increase 
in strikes and other 
forms of resistance 

‘‘ 

Democrats 
feed on hopes 
for change
THE DEMOCRATIC Party has 
maintained an image of being the 
party of the working class in the 
US. Meanwhile the Republicans are 
painted as a party of big business 
and conservatism.

This is half right. But in reality, 
the Democrats have always been a 
bosses’ party. 

It is not the same as the British 
Labour Party. 

For all its failings the Labour Party 
retains links to the union leaders. 
But the Democratic Party doesn’t 
have the same links.

Both Republicans and Democrats 
attract corporate donors such as 
Coca‑Cola, Walmart and Verizon—
who donate basically the same 
amounts to both political parties.

Killed
Barack Obama who many paint as 
a hero continued George Bush’s 
imperialist wars. 

And while he gave hope to black 
people, his administration saw 
the rise of Black Lives Matter. A 
staggering number of black people 
were killed by police—both in 
custody and on the street.

Since Trump came into power in 
2016 within the Democratic party 
there has been the election of a 
number of left wing figures such as 
Alexandria Ocasio‑Cortez and Ilhan 
Omar. 

Ocasio‑Cortez’s win saw her soar 
to the status of a celebrity politician. 

But despite how Ocasio‑Cortez’s 
win boosted the Democrats’ 
progressive image, she recognises it 
as a party of the bosses.

She said that the US “does 
not have a left wing party” and 
described the Democrats as a “centre 
or centre‑conservative” party. 

Which poses the question, why 
are left wing figures such as Sanders 
and Ocasio‑Cortez in the Democratic 
party when even they admit that it is 
not a left wing force? 

Movements
The 1960s saw movements against 
war, for civil rights and gay 
liberation.

They were struggles that involved 
millions of working class people and 
had the power to break the two‑party 
system in the US. 

But time and time again the 
potential of these movements, 

and of the people leading them, was 
sucked back into the Democratic 
party machine. 

The Democrats are the graveyard 
of social movements.

History shows that changing 
the fundamental nature of the 
Democrat party is an impossibility. 

Despite this Sanders has 
managed to divide it and exposed 

the failure of his opponents who 
are backed by the establishment to 
offer any real change. 

But this will serve as a reminder 
that the Democratic Party is 
ultimately only for the rich, and it 
will take more than one “socialist” 
candidate to change that.

How does the 
system work?
lThe next US 
presidential election 
is scheduled for 3 
November

lEach of the 
main parties, the 
Republicans and the 
Democrats, choose 
their candidate 
through a long process 
of primaries and 
caucuses. 

lPrimaries and 
caucuses are where 
the voters in a 
particular state say 
who they want to be 
the candidate. 

lFifteen states and 
territories voted on 
3 March, a critical 
moment in the 
campaign

lHowever, even if 
Sanders wins more 
delegates than any 
other individual 
candidate, he may not 
have the 50 percent 
needed to guarantee  
he will be chosen. 
And after the first 
round of voting at 
the party conference, 
hundreds of unelected 
“superdelegates” are 
allowed to have a vote.

lYou can’t join the 
Democratic Party. 
You can register to 
vote for it, you can 
campaign for it, you 
can bung it money  
and you can run to be 
a candidate. But you 
can’t participate in 
policy formation.

lIn 2016 the 
Democratic Party 
apparatus was used 
to deliver victory to 
Hillary Clinton as the 
candidate. She was a 
symbol of corporate 
America. This was 
crucial in Donald 
Trump’s victory.

Sanders supports the fight for better pay
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

BLACK COUNTRY
Booklaunch—A Rebel’s 
Guide to Engels
Wed 18 Mar, 7.15pm, 
St. Peter’s Café,
4 Exchange St,
WV1 1TS
CREWE & STOKE-ON-TRENT
Booklaunch—System 
Change not Climate Change
Thu 12 Mar, 7.15pm, 
Royal Voluntary Service,
29 Charles Street,
ST1 3JP
KENT
Booklaunch—Transgender 
Resistance, Socialism 
and the Fight for 
Trans Liberation
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room),
272 High St,
Chatham,ME4 4BP

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

ABERDEEN
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Mon 9 Mar, 6pm, 
The Snug,
Ma Cameron’s,
6-8 Little Belmont St,
AB10 1JG
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Get Trump’s hands 
off Palestine
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Red Triangle Cafe,
160 St James’s St,
BB11 1NR
CARDIFF
How can we end 
women’s oppression?
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre,
Cathays Terrace,
CF24 4HX
CHESTERFIELD
Can there be a progressive 
patriotism?
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm, 
Chesterfield Library,
New Beetwell St,
S40 1QN
COLCHESTER
Coronavirus—why does 
capitalism makes us sick?
Thu 26 Mar, 8pm, 
Oyster Room, Hythe 
Community Centre,
1 Ventura Drive,
CO1 2FG
DERBY
Boris Johnson— 
a dangerous man
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm, 
West End Community Centre,
Mackworth Rd (next 
to Britannia Mill),
DE22 3BL

DUDLEY
Get Trump’s hands 
off Palestine
Wed 11 Mar, 8pm, 
The What Centre,
23 Coventry St,
Stourbridge,
DY8 1EP
GLASGOW
The united front—how do 
we fight the far right?
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm, 
Avant Garde,
33-44 King St,
Merchant City,G1 5QT

HUDDERSFIELD
The Irish elections—a 
political earthquake?
Wed 11 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House,
2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations),
HD1 5JP
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Coronavirus—why does 
capitalism make us sick?
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Meeting House Lane,
LA1 1TX

LONDON: HACKNEY
The revolt in France—how 
workers can fight back
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm, 
The Round Chapel,
2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),
E5 0PU
LONDON: HARINGEY
Why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Wed 11 Mar, 7pm, 
St John Vianney Church Hall,
386 West Green Rd (corner 
Vincent Rd),N15 3QH

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Coronavirus—why does 
capitalism make us sick?
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm, 
Elizabeth House,
2 Hurlock St,
Highbury, N5 1ED
LONDON: KINGSTON
Can there be a socialist 
in the White House?
Thu 12 Mar, 6pm, 
Room JG3003,
Penrhyn Road Campus,
Kingston University, 
KT1 2EE

LONDON: NEWHAM
The Irish elections—a 
political earthquake?
Wed 11 Mar, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade,
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park),
E15 1HP
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Deptford Lounge,
9 Giffin St,
SE8 4RH
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Women of the East End 
—the radical tradition
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Weavers Community Centre,
10 Shacklewell St,
E2 7EG
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Fashion and capitalism—
what will we wear to 
the revolution?
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm, 
William Morris, 
Community Centre,
6-8 Greenleaf Rd,
Walthamstow,
E17 6QQ
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL
Challenging India’s hard 
right government
Wed 11 Mar, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
6 Mount St,
M2 5NS
NORWICH
Coronavirus—why does 
capitalism make us sick?
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre,
Johnson Place,
NR2 2SA
OXFORD
Revolutions don’t 
work—do they?
Thu 26 Mar, 7pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH
PLYMOUTH
Disability—a very 
capitalist condition
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm, 
Quaker House,
74 Mutley Plain,
PL4 6LF
SCARBOROUGH
Engels and the origins 
of the family
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel,
4 Fawcett St, YO10 4AH
SOUTHAMPTON
Can there be a progressive 
patriotism?
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall,
Devonshire Rd,
SO15 2GY
SWANSEA
Does unconscious bias 
explain racism?
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre,
St Albans Rd, SA2 0BP
WIGAN
Can there be a socialist 
in the White House?
Tue 10 Mar, 7pm, 
Tudor House,
New Market St,
WN1 1SE
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
Are we entering a new 
age of global revolt?
Thu 12 Mar, 7.15pm, 
Light House,
Suite 16, Chubb Bldg,
Fryer St, 
WV1 1HT

SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS

Public meeting or highlights 
a headline along here on 
two decks like this 

SOCIALIST WORKER EVENTS FOR INTENATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 11 Mar, 7pm, 
The Church at Carrs Lane,
Carrs Ln,
B4 7SX

BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
Ship St, BN1 1AF

EDINBURGH
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
7 Victoria St, EH1 2JL

GLASGOW
Sun 8 Mar, 3pm, 
Inn Deep,
445 Great Western Rd,
G12 8HH

GREATER MANCHESTER
Sun 8 Mar, 2pm, 
International Anthony 
Burgess Foundation,
3 Cambridge St,
M1 5BY

HARLOW
Thu 12 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House,
1 Church Leys,
Harlow,
CM18 6BX

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm, 
The Swarthmore Education Centre,
2-7 Woodhouse Square,
LS3 1AD

LONDON
Sat 7 Mar, 3.30pm, 
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church,
235 Shaftesbury Avenue,
WC2H 8EP

NEWCASTLE
Wed 11 Mar, 7pm, 
Floor 2, Commercial Union House,
39 Pilgrim St,
NE1 6QE

OXFORD
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm, 
Restore Building,
Manzil Way,
OX4 1YH

POOLE AND DORCHESTER
Sat 14 Mar, 1.30pm, 
Butler & Hops,
88 High St,
BH15 1DB

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 11 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Community Centre,
River’s St,
PO5 4EZ

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm, 
Central United Reformed Church,
60 Norfolk St (near Crucible Theatre),
S1 2JB

YORK
Thu 12 Mar, 7pm, 
Spark 
17-21 Picadilly 
YO1 1PB 

WOMEN,RESISTANCE 
AND REVOLUTION

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
A Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to Engels 
By Camilla Royle 
£8

Apartheid Is Not A Game  
By Geoff Brown and  
Christian Hogsbjerg, £4

Hegel and Revolution
By Terry Sullivan and 
Donny Gluckstein, £7
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There’s nought to make you cross about this adaptation
TELEVISION
NOUGHTS AND CROSSES
Starts Thursday 9pm on BBC1 
and bbc.co.uk/iplayer

MALORIE Blackman’s 
dystopian novel series 
Noughts and Crosses has 
been on school curriculums 
for years. 

Now the story has come 
to TV.

It’s set in Albion, part of 
the oppressive world of the 
Crosses—the Black ruling 
class—and the Noughts—
the white poor. 

There are reflections 
of racism in society 

today—in the racist slurs, 
mispronunciation of 
names, and barriers to 
opportunity. 

The first episode focuses 
on police violence and stop 
and search.

Noughts and Crosses is 
also a love story. 

Sephy is a Cross and 
daughter of the home 
secretary. Callum is a 
Nought, and the son of 
their maid. 

It also highlights 
challenges facing young 
people today. 

Callum is considering 
joining the army in a bid 
to escape poverty, for 

instance.
Masali Baduza breaks 

through with her confident 
performance as Sephy.

Paterson Joseph as home 
secretary Kamal Hadley 
and Helen Baxendale as 
Callum’s mother both do 
well in their roles. 

Stormzy features later 
in the series, playing 
newspaper editor Kolawale, 
in a specially created role.

This long-awaited 
TV adaptation weaves 
Blackman’s sensitive 
storytelling with 
contemporary themes of 
racism and identity.
Siobhan Brown

A powerful thriller about 
the ingenuity of resistance
Escape from Pretoria is the extraordinary true story of two anti-apartheid 
activists. Moyra Samuels reviews the film—and speaks to the two depicted
ESCAPE FROM Pretoria is based 
on the true story of a daring prison 
breakout.

Tim Jenkins (Daniel Radcliffe), 
Stephen Lee (Daniel Webber) are 
two young white activists from the 
African National Congress (ANC)—
which fought apartheid—locked up 
in Pretoria Central prison. 

Pretoria Central was not just the 
first place that political prisoners 
were brought to, but often the last 
as well. During the apartheid period 
an astounding 135 political prisoners 
were hung there for alleged crimes. 

The film begins with the arrest 
and trial of Jenkins and Lee for dis-
tributing leaflets that called on black 
people to rise up against apartheid.

Their decision to escape along 
with one other prisoner from the high 
security prison makes for a tense, 
edge of seat thriller. It reflects the 
courage and determination of ANC 
activists to smash apartheid.

Creative
But it also shows the ingenuity of 
human beings to find creative and 
simple ways to break from the chains 
of their oppression.

I asked Jenkins and Lee about their 
experience of growing up in South 
Africa and what drew them into the 
anti-apartheid struggle. 

Jenkins was aroused to the true 
horror of apartheid during a visit to 
London where he watched documen-
taries on South Africa. 

As a teenager Lee was deeply influ-
enced by Albert Luthuli’s book Let My 
People Go—and a warm relationship 
with the black domestics who cared 
for him as a child. The pair met at 
university and through the Christian 
movement connected with black 

freedom activist Steve Biko. Lee says 
their later recruitment into ANC 
meant “we all identified as Marxists”.

Both used their engineering 
 backgrounds to devise an audacious 
escape plan. It involved unlocking the 
11 gates to the outside using wooden 
replicas of keys.

Directed by Francis Annan in his 
first feature length film, Escape from 
Pretoria uses music and camerawork 
that powerfully pull the viewer into 
the suspense of putting their plan 
into action. 

The film includes a depiction 
of Denis Goldberg, a hero of the 

anti-apartheid struggle who was 
imprisoned for 22 years and a key 
member of Umkhonto we Sizwe—
the armed wing of the ANC. 

Goldberg plays a key role in their 
escape. But it would have given the 
film more political depth if the audi-
ence had a greater insight into the role 
of armed resistance to the brutality of 
the state.  

Using Australia as the filming 
location is also distracting as both 
the accents and some settings lack 
authenticity. 

The personal sacrifices that activ-
ists made is demonstrated movingly 

in the film. All political prisoners 
yearn to see their children. 

Stephen Lee recognises that they 
were lucky to escape with their 
lives—and that the untold stories of 
so many of their black comrades who 
lost their lives, remain untold.

Speaking to Jenkins, he concludes 
that, “The prison is a metaphor of 
our condition. The doors represent 
the impediments to our goals and 
freedoms. 

“Wooden keys, which are low tech, 
show that these are not impossible 
barriers”.
In cinemas from Friday 6 March

Masali Baduza and Jack Rowan as Sephy and Callum

MUSIC
LOVE MUSIC HATE RACISM 
IN GLASGOW
Love Punk Hate Racism— 
GFF White Riot After Party 
Friday 6 March, 10pm, 
The Blue Arrow.  
Tickets £5 from glasgowfilm.org 
 
Love Music Hate Racism at 
Drygate, Friday 13 March, 7pm 
Tickets from £6 from  
bit.ly/LMHRDrygate
 
LOVE MUSIC Hate Racism 
(LMHR) is holding a series 
of gigs in Glasgow to build 
support for the 21 March 
Stand Up To Racism 
demonstration.

LMHR is delighted to team 
up with the Glasgow Film 
Festival to hold the White 

Riot After Party, following 
the story of Rock Against 
Racism. DJ Jim Spence will 
dig into his extensive 70s 
punk collection to blast your 
ears. 

The Fuck Boris 
Ensemble—a one-night-
only supergroup featuring 
members from Man of Moon, 
The Kidney Flowers, Heir of 
The Cursed and Tights—will 
also provide a live set. 

The following week LMHR 
will hold a very special gig at 
Glasgow’s beautiful Drygate.

 The stella lineup features 
Zor—a fiery, eastern 
European, traditional 

gypsy five-piece that 
is part of Ando Glaso, 
which encourages greater 
understanding and 
participation in the cultural 
heritage of the Roma people 
in Scotland. 

It also features Kioko, a 
Birmingham-based band 
whose pop and reggae 
infused sound is heavily 
influenced by Jamaican and 
Caribbean music.

As well as The Wakes—
Glasgow’s ultimate 
Folk‘n’Roll band.

DANIEL WEBBER and Daniel Radcliffe as activists Stephen Lee (left) and Tim Jenkins (right)
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T
HE REALITY 
of  women’s 
o p p r e s s i o n 
is all around 
us. For all the 
advances won 

by resistance and struggle, 
capitalist society is riven 
with deeply entrenched 
sexism—unequal pay, 
 sexual harassment, attacks 
on reproductive rights and 
objectification. 

Sometimes it can feel as 
though whether you are a 
man or a woman is the fun-
damental divide in society. 

And for many people 
the idea of what it means 
to be a man or a woman is 
an expression of biological 
differences.

But in real i ty these 
 definitions are constructed 
though a complex  interaction 
between biology and social 
factors.

Scientist  and author 
Cordelia Fine said  newborns 
pick up “gender  constructions” 
through  “parents, peers, 
teachers, clothing, lan-
guage, media, role models, 
 organisations, schools, insti-
tutions, social inequalities…
and of course, toys.”

This process of socialisation 
has a huge impact on people’s 
lives. 

For instance, a common 
stereotype is that women are 
worse than men at subjects like 
science and maths. 

But is that because women’s 
and men’s brains have funda-
mental differences? 

Psychologist Claude Steele 
ran a maths test for two groups 
of university students. In the 
first, the students were told 
that the test usually “revealed 
a gender difference”.

Students in the second group 
were told the test typically 
showed no gender difference. 

Women in the first group got 
the lowest scores of all those 
tested.

In other words, it wasn’t actu-
ally about the size or composi-
tion of women’s brains—but 
about the powerful internalisa-
tion of gender stereotypes.

W
H Y  d o e s 
t h i s  m a t -
ter? Partly 
because i t 
shows how 
a lifetime of 

gendered expectations have 
huge impacts. 

The notion of a biological 
determination of what is means 
to be a man or a woman ignores 
the way such concepts change 
in different societies and in 
different periods of history.

At its simplest form, biologi-
cal sex generally refers to the 
reproductive anatomy of an 
individual. 

A small minority of people 
are  born  wi th  in tersex  
conditions which means they 
have atypical physical or hor-
monal development.

For most people, their gender 
identity matches with sex they 
were assigned at birth.

For some people, their 

gender expression changes 
over time. And others 
identify as “non binary”—
rejecting a permanent 

identity as either a 
woman or a man.

The idea of binary 
g e n d e r s  m e a n 
human beings are 
so c i a l i s ed  i n to 
defining as one or 
the other. 

So young girls 
a r e  e n c o u r -
aged to display 
traits considered 

“feminine”—to be 
 cooperative, caring, 

and empathetic and 
encouraged to stifle 

behaviour that’s considered to 
be for boys—boisterous, asser-
tive and independent.

These stereotypes are rein-
forced throughout society—in 
the home, within schools, and 
plastered all over TV screens.

But rather than these femi-
nine and masculine traits being 
a result of biological  differences, 
they are the result of large-scale 
pressure to conform to a rigid 
idea of what gender is. 

Anthropologist Gayle Rubin 
said, “Far from being an expres-
sion of natural differences, 
exclusive gender identity is 
the suppression of natural 
similarities.

“It requires repression—in 

men, of whatever the local 
version of ‘feminine’ traits—in 
women, of the local definition 
of ‘masculine’ traits,” he said. 

Gender is shaped by biologi-
cal sex, the way people’s bodies 
are perceived by other people, 
social factors like gender values 
and expectations, and a  person’s 
development as a sexual  
being.

It is also changed and con-
structed by both the experience 
of oppression and the resistance 
to it. 

What a woman is and can be 
is not just dictated from above 
but also contested from below. 

Women’s fightbacks have 
sometimes redefined the 
boundaries of gender. And 
equally the victories of the right 
seek to imprison women again 
within gender stereotypes.

Victories over abortion rights 
give women more freedom. 
Repealing those gains puts up 
the barriers again.   

S
O I F  i t ’s  no t 
about biology, 
where does the 
undoubted  reality 
o f  w o m e n ’ s 
oppression come 

from?
For Marxists, the answer 

lies in a materialist explana-
tion. This means looking at 
the development of human 

societies, and how this has 
influenced human behaviour 
and ideas.

Far from being an inevita-
ble feature of human society, 
women’s oppression can be 
pinpointed to the beginning of 
class society. 

Just around 10,000 years 
ago, human beings lived in soci-
eties virtually unrecognisable to 
our own.

Women and men usually 
 performed different roles within 
the small bands of people that 
lived and travelled together. 

But, critically, neither role 
was more important, each was 
essential to the mutual survival 
of the entire group of people.

As agricultural techniques 
developed, societies became 
more permanently settled in 
one place. 

A surplus of goods started to 
be passed from generation to 
generation. The surplus was not 
sufficient to enable everyone to 
have an easy life. But it was 
enough for a section of society, 
a ruling class, to separate itself 
off and become exploiters of the 
majority.

Women tended to  be  
displaced from key productive 
roles, and the surplus came 
to be controlled by a minor-
ity of males. Marxist Frederick 
Engels called this transition, 
“the world historic defeat of the 
female sex”.

“The man seized the reins in 
the house also, the woman was 
degraded, enthralled, the slave 
of the man’s lust, a mere instru-
ment for breeding children,” he 
wrote. 

Critically, rearing children 
was transformed from one 
of collective responsibility, 
into one borne individually in 

SEX, GENDER 
AND WOMEN’S 
LIBERATION
On International Womens’ Liberation Day Sarah Bates 
looks at the origins of women’s oppression

Stereotypes are 
reinforced 
throughout 
society—in the 
home, within 
schools, and 
plastered all 
over TV screens
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Family lies at 
the heart of 
oppression 
(top) Eleanor 
Leacock (above) 
studied societies 
where women’s 
oppression wasn’t 
a feature

ANALYSIS
INDIA

Blood on Modi’s hands as 
riots sweep India’s capital

Yuri Prasad looks at 
what lies behind the 
anti-Muslim violence 
and lays the blame 
at the hard right 
government

AFTER A wave of riots in 
India’s capital New Delhi 
last week, at least 42 people 
were dead and more than 200 
badly injured.

The unrest began when 
hundreds of Hindu chauvinist 
thugs went on the rampage in 
the north east of the city on 
Sunday of last week. 

Chanting slogans of the far 
right, they tried to burn down 
the Jama Mosque. 

When this failed they 
moved to easier targets—
Muslim-owned houses and 
small businesses.

In the hours that followed, 
groups of young Muslim men 
also roamed the streets. 

No acts of communal 
violence on this scale have 
been seen in the capital for 
almost 30 years. So what 
brought on this wave of 
carnage?

The blame lies squarely 
with Narendra Modi, India’s 
hard right BJP party prime 
minister.

He deliberately stokes 
communalism by targeting 
Muslims as an “enemy 
within”. 

Discriminate 
Modi’s introduction of 
new laws that specifically 
discriminate against Muslims 
and threaten their citizenship 
rights has led to a wave 
of protests—and violent 
reprisals.

Much of the anger is 
concentrated in India’s north 
east. Here Muslims rightly fear 
being declared stateless in a 
country they, and often their 
parents and grandparents, 
were born in.

In Delhi, a permanent 
protest camp has been set 
up and attracts hundreds of 
mainly women, both Muslim 
and Hindu.

This infuriates the Hindu 
right who fought the city’s 
recent local election on 
slogans calling for a violent 
assault on the protesters. 
When Delhi’s voters massively 
rejected the BJP a few weeks 

ago, rage swept the party’s 
gangs.

They declared there 
would be a reckoning. And 
what better week could they 
chose than the one when the 
hard right’s supreme leader, 
Donald Trump, came to 
India?

Modi will undoubtedly 
be furious with his armed 
supporters as the rioting 
wrecked the US president’s 
visit. The episode highlights a 
growing contradiction for the 
Hindu right.

Modi longs to be seen as 
a global statesman, but his 
past has proved to be a major 
stumbling block.

In 2002, when Modi was 
governor of Gujarat, 2,000 
people were murdered in 
anti-Muslim pogroms. 

The BJP and its fascist 
allies were rightly blamed 
and he became an unwelcome 
guest abroad.

As prime minster, Modi 
was initially keen to move 
away from such street conflict 
and prove himself a guardian 
of Indian capitalism. 

But as the Indian economy 
faltered and discontent grew, 

Modi increasingly turned 
towards Muslim-baiting. 
BJP politicians grew bolder 
in their rhetoric, and street 
gangs turned words into 
action.

Strategy
The strategy seemed to have 
paid off when the BJP won 
last year’s general election 
with a landslide.

Now Modi’s turn seems to 
have developed a logic of its 
own. 

Right wing gangs are on 
the rampage and they fully 
expect that their leader will 
back them all the way.

But blood on the streets is 
not a good look for a prime 
minister eyeing the global 
stage, and there is pressure 
from big business to rein in 
the thugs. 

Whichever way Modi jumps 
there is another force that can 
determine the outcome.

The biggest obstacle 
to communal violence in 
Delhi was not the state, but 
ordinary people who came 
together. 

Kalama Ahmed Khan in a 
riot-torn area of Delhi, said, 
“The miscreants wanted 
to damage the temple, 
fuel distrust among the 
communities and put the 
blame on Muslims. 

“But we, both Hindus and 
Muslims, stood like a wall 
and didn’t allow them in the 
area.”

The tradition of working 
class unity in India runs 
deeper than either Modi or 
his baton-wielding friends 
would like to believe.

PROTESTING AT Modi’s laws at Shaheen Bagh in Delhi

The biggest 
obstacle to 
communal 
violence was 
ordinary people’ 

‘‘ 

privatised units of small fami-
lies. Engels called this “the first 
form of the family not based on 
natural, but economic condi-
tions, namely on the victory of 
private property over original, 
naturally developed, common 
ownership.”

Marxists since Engels, such 
as anthropologist Eleanor 
Leacock, studied societies 
where women’s oppression 
wasn’t a feature. 

In particular she studied 
pre-class societies in North 
America and looked at how 
the introduction of trade, and 
in some cases, wage labour, 
altered these societies.

She argued that “at the 
heart” of the changes in how 
these societies was organised 
was the “strengthening of the 
family as an economic unit”. 

And like Engels, she con-
cluded that “to relegate the 
analysis of changing family 
forms to a secondary status 
leaves social interpretation not 
only  incomplete, but distorted”.

Of course, families today 
don’t live exactly as our  
ancestors did all those years 
ago. 

But the work by Engels, 
Leacock and others shows how 
changes in the family were 
critical to the beginnings of 
 women’s oppression. 

Today, the family unit is the 
single greatest influence on what 
is expected of men and women.

Myths around the suppos-
edly “natural” role of women as 
nurturing caretakers flows from 
how society is organised.

Women are expected to  
perform these functions because 
they are forced by society into 
 primary caregiving roles.

The family unit plays the 
important role in privately 
raising and socialising the 
next generation of  workers for 
capitalism.

T
H E  P O I N T  o f 
looking to these 
societies 10,000 
years ago isn’t an 
attempt to replicate 
them, but rather 

an effort to look beyond the  
surface level of gender roles.

Because they appear so 
deeply-rooted it can be hard to 
imagine a world without them. 

But for most of human  
history, men and women were 
not forced into the distorted 
roles they are today. 

They had similar biology to 
today but did not live within 
a society organised around  

w o m e n ’ s  o p p r e s s i o n .  
Ideas about men and women 
flow from how society is 
 organised, not the other way 
round. 

W h e n  h u m a n s  h a v e 
 organised their societies differ-
ently, ideas about gender—and 
the apparent different abilities 
of men and women—are put in 
another context.

We can imagine a different 
world, where everyone has the 
freedom to express their gender 
identity any way they see fit, 
without the fear of oppression.

Winning this means fighting 
not just gender expectations 
and sexist stereotypes but also 
daring to dream of fundamental 
transformation.

Leacock probably said it 
best. “Marx indicated that the 
oppression of women in a soci-
ety was the measure of its gen-
eral oppressionl,” she wrote. 

“One can add, the strength 
of women’s involvement in a 
movement dedicated to oppos-
ing a social order is a measure 
of the movement’s strength—or 
weakness”.

She was right—which means 
it’s a battle for women and men 
to fight together to smash this 
rotten system and build a better 
socialist world.

Protest in ireland

A 7,000 year old cave painting 
of women in Algeria and 
women fighting against Police 
sexual assault in Mexico
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STRIKING SIXTH form teachers rally in London last week Picture: SocialiSt Worker

Sixth form teachers’ strike set to escalate
by SADIE ROBINSON

SIXTH FORM co l l ege 
workers braved freezing 
temperatures last Thursday 
to strike for more pay and 
funding.

The walkout saw NEU 
union members at 34 col‑
leges strike for the fifth time 
in the dispute. Many rallied 
in central London to pile 
more  pressure on MPs ahead 
of next month’s budget.

A sixth strike will take 
place on Tuesday of next 
week, the day before the 
budget. And NEU joint gen‑
eral  secretary Kevin Courtney 
told the London rally that the 
union would be balloting 50 
colleges for further strikes.

NEU union rep Rob Behan 
was on strike at Newham 
Sixth Form College in east 
London. 

“The college was not oper‑
ating normally so we are 
obviously having an impact,” 
he told Socialist Worker. 

“The picket line was a 
bit smaller because lots of 
people were staying out of 
the cold.

“ B u t  t h e  s t r i k e 
ha s  r ema ined  so l i d . ” 

Jean Evanson is the post‑16 
rep on the union’s national 
executive committee, and 
teaches in Shrewsbury. “Our 
picket line was well attended, 
despite flooding,” she told 
Socialist Worker.

“Two  o f  ou r  th ree 
 campuses were closed due to 
floods, but there was a picket 
on the other one. And from 

other picket lines in our area, 
we get a sense of resolve 
among union members.”

The Tories have slashed 
funding for post‑16 educa‑
tion, forcing some sixth form 
colleges to merge. Others 
have removed subjects and 
cut support staff, tutors and 
 teachers. 

Teachers who remain face 

spiralling workloads as they 
are expected to take up the 
slack.

Graham Childs was on 
strike in Winchester and 
knows what the cuts mean.

“We’ve lost £5.6 million. 
I’ve been there for ten years 
and I’ve seen the impact,” he 
said. “My second year classes 
are a lot larger than they 

were—and that’s when stu‑
dents need more support.”

The union says the sector 
has a shortfall of £700   million. 
Workers are furious that the 
cuts have hit poorer students 
and those who need extra 
 support the most.

Last Thursday’s walk‑
outs included sixth forms 
in Brighton, Manchester, 
He re fo rd ,  Cambr idge , 
Sheffield, London, Bristol, 
Le i ce s te r ,  Wigan  and 
Nottingham.

Indicative
Courtney told strikers at the 
London rally that the union 
now plans to ballot more 
 colleges for strikes.

“We plan to ballot 50 
 colleges in an aggregated 
ballot from 6 March in order 
to have a significant escala‑
tion of the dispute,” he said.

An aggregated ballot means 
that if there is a Yes vote and  
the   overall  turnout is 50 per‑
cent or higher, all  colleges can 
legally strike.

The union has previously 
run  disaggregated  ballots, 
and only called strikes in 
those colleges that passed the 
threshold. “You passed the 
50  percent turnout threshold 

in consultative ballots so we 
know we can do it. 

“We have to show that we 
are prepared to take further 
action and that we can esca‑
late,” he added.

Activists need to organise 
to maximise the vote in the 
ballots. 

“We got a good vote and 
turnout in our indicative 
ballot earlier this month,” 
said Rob. “And we are making 
links with other workers.

“We had a message of soli‑
darity from UCU union mem‑
bers at the University of East 
London today. And when we 
strike on 10 March we hope 
to meet up with them as they 
will be on strike too.”

He said trade unionists 
elsewhere should back the 
sixth form fight.

“The direction the gov‑
ernment is going in means it 
doesn’t look like we have a 
bright future,” he said. “Cuts 
in education have hit sixth 
forms the hardest.

“We need workers in other 
sectors to recognise that and 
support the strike. 

“Hopefully they will take 
some inspiration from it and 
fight over the issues that they 
care about too.”

NEWS16
Socialist Worker  4 March 2020
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Why you should join 
march against racism

 I AM marching to 
say enough is 
enough. Since the 
Brexit referendum 

in 2016 we have seen 
an alarming increase 
in hatred and bigotry 
across all walks of life.  

Minorities in 
Britain are becoming 
increasingly isolated 
and threatened by the 
rise of the hostile right. 

This government, with 
its damning treatment of 
the Windrush Generation 
and shoddy treatment 
of EU migrants, has 
played directly in 
to this divisive and 
harmful narrative. 

We should all 
take a stand for the 
progressive, open, 
welcoming society we all 
believe in, where people 
are welcomed regardless 
of their gender, ethnicity, 
religion or sexuality.

Catherine West
Labour MP

lIT’S absolutely 
vital to take a 
stand because we 
are seeing a 
massive rise in 
the right wing, 
tipping toward 
fascism.

We’ve got a 
prime minister 
who has made 
genuinely 
racist 
remarks, 
and 

that allows racism 
to proliferate 
through society. 

So every man, 
woman and child 
should be on the 21 
March demonstration. 

We were involved 
in the anti‑Trump 
demonstrations, 
making an effigy of 
him, and we’ll be 
making a Boris Johnson 
one for this one.

Lotte Collett
Labour Party and Stand Up To 

Racism activist in north London

 WITH THE current 
climate of 
volatile politics 
locally and 

internationally, we need to 
mobilise our communities. 

We have Donald Trump, 
Boris Johnson and other 

right wing 
politicians. 
If you’re 
not white, 
you’re not 
supposed 
to belong. 

Anyone who believes 
in justice, should come 
out because we have to 
oppose our right wing 
government. 

And it is important for 
people to come together 
as one and to defend 
humanity.

The 21 March is an 
international day against 
racism—the key is to 
remind people and raise 
awareness.

Rakhia Ismail
Labour councillor and mayor of 

Islington, north London 

lWE ARE a country run 
by a racist leader—Boris 
Johnson—and there is no 
doubt about it.

It’s obviously a green 

light for racists when you 
have a prime minister 
saying Muslim women 
look like bank robbers 
and letter boxes. My 

mother, wife and sister 
do not look like bank 
robbers, my mother, wife 
and sister do not look like 
letter boxes.

Johnson says that black 
people have “watermelon 
smiles”. 

And one of his advisers, 

who quit the government 
last month, says that 
black people have lower 
IQs. 

When running for the 
Conservative leadership, 
Johnson promised that 
he would hold an inquiry 
into Islamophobia in his 
party—and we’re still 
waiting. 

Boris Johnson is openly 
racist, misogynist and 
anti‑immigrant. We have 
to stand together and fight 
racism—it doesn’t matter 
if you’re from eastern 
Europe, a Muslim, Jew or 
Christian or of no faith.

Mohammad N Asif
Chair of the Afghan Human Rights 

Foundation and founder of the 
Scottish Afghan Society

STAND UP TO RACISM

Rakhia Ismail

 WE were all very 
shocked by 
the Windrush 
Scandal, but 

not very much seems to 
have changed.

The government is 
ramping up racism 
all over the place, 
particularly in the NHS.

In Barts Heath 
NHS Trust in east 
London, we’ve been 
campaigning against 
charges for migrants.

Everyone should 
be eligible for free 
healthcare. 

But it’s also deterring 
people who are eligible 
because of the message 
it’s sending out, and 
you’re seeing racial 
profiling of people. 

We found out that one 
in 20 women who had 
a baby at Barts were 
invoiced for maternity 
care in 2018‑19. That 
can’t just be women 
who they know are not 

eligible for free care, just 
any woman that didn’t 
engage in their process.

The blame lies with 
the government. It’s 
clearly not about saving 
money—it’s about racism 
and charging all of us 
for care eventually.

Jackie Applebee
East London GP and campaigner 

against NHS migrant charges

lI THINK the rise of 
racism is going to be one 
of the major things that 
progressives have got to 
challenge. Therefore the 
biggest possible 
mobilisation for the 
march is essential. We’ve 

got to send a signal to the 
government and all those 
who peddle division that 
we are mobilising to 
welcome people into this 
country and to stand 
against racism.

Mark Serwotka
PCS union general secretary

 MY partner 
Christopher was 
almost deported 
to Jamaica on 

a charter flight and is 
still in Harmondsworth 
immigration removal 
centre. 

I’m speaking at 
meetings, doing stalls 
and have got a Go Fund 
Me page online to raise 
money for the campaign. 

The stalls have 
been fantastic, with 
lots of people signing 
the petition. 

You see that the 
Tories are not just going 
for black people, but 
others like European 
Union (EU) migrants. 

We met a lot of people 
from the EU who are 
worried, stressed and 
upset about immigration. 

When you really look 
back at everything Chris 
has gone through, you 
think they want Britain 
to be only British. 

But it’s not just 
British people who 
make up this country, 
it’s all other cultures. 

They are victimising 
black people and I have 
to look at my child and 
say, ‘I didn’t want that 
to happen to my son’.

Margaret Holmes
Campaigning to free 

her partner Christopher 

lIT is critically impor‑
tant that we oppose the 
organised racist offensive 
by Boris Johnson and the 
Tory party.  

This is a step change. 
He’s borrowed 

the populist clothes 
of Nigel Farage to 
camouflage his nasty 
ruling class politics. 

Out of the 21 March 
demonstrations, there 
has to be a renewed 
sense of unity and of 
building a movement 
against racism. 

We need it to defeat 
deportations, the 
attacks on refugees 
and migrants, and 
importantly to send the 
message that divide 
and rule will not win. 

The deportations are 
a new battleground 
for who belongs and 
who will be othered 
and we have to reject 
these politics.”

Weyman Bennett
Stand Up To Racism co-convenor 

and leading member of the 
Socialist Workers Party 

We need to hurl back the Tory government’s racist offensive. Activists say you should join the 
Stand Up To Racism national demonstrations in London and Glasgow on Saturday 21 March 

Mohammad N Asif

Weyman Bennett

Jackie Applebee

Mark Serwotka

Catherine West

Lotte Collett

Stand Up To Racism 
protests on 
United Nations  
anti-racism day
Saturday 21 March,  
London 
and Glasgow

standuptoracism.org.uk
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IN BRIEF 

UEL cleaners fight 
for dignity at work
CLEANERS IN the Caiwu 
union protested on Tuesday at 
the University of East London.

Workers are fighting 
excessive workloads and an 
unfair pay system. They want 
decent contracts and to be 
treated with dignity.

Cleaners say their 
employer—outsourcing firm 
Nviro—expects them to 
complete the work of two or 
three people in a single shift. 
They protested alongside 
striking UCU union members.
lSign the support petition at 
bit.ly/CaiwuUEL

No cheers from 
Greene King staff
FERMENTING ANGER over 
pay at Greene King could spill 
over into strikes next week.

Delivery, production and 
warehouse workers at the 
brewing giant are set to strike 
for 48 hours from Monday of 
next week. Bosses’ 2 percent 
pay offer was too hard to 
swallow. 

The Unite union members 
work in Bury St Edmunds 
in Suffolk, Abingdon in 
Oxfordshire and Eastwood in 
Nottinghamshire. 

Campaign victory 
in Stoke-on-Trent
A CAMPAIGN by carers in 
Stoke-on-Trent has forced the 
council to axe pay cuts. 

Unison and GMB union 
members staged a protest 
to stop cuts to extra pay 
for working weekends and 
unsocial hours. Under pressure 
from the unions, councillors 
voted down the plan.

Keep private hands 
off Northern Rail
THE RMT union and 
passenger groups 
campaigned on Monday to 
demand the government 
keeps Northern Rail public 
following the collapse of the 
private franchise.

On 1 March Northern Rail 
was taken into public control. 

But a forthcoming 
government review could 
move it back into the failed 
private rail sector.

Pressure on Salford 
council gets result 
SALFORD CARE workers and 
supporters held a lobby last 
week before the council’s 
budget meeting to demand 
more money for those who 
deliver social care. 

The mayor announced 
that as a result of the Unison 
union’s campaign all Salford 
care workers will receive at 
least £9 an hour from October. 

Scottish firefighters 
say no to pay deal 
FIREFIGHTERS IN Scotland 
have rejected a pay offer 
that would have led to them 
taking on significant areas of 
health and social care work. 

 ‘We are not with you’, 
strikers tell the bosses  
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

PRIVATISED HEALTH workers 
in Wigan and Leigh have 
launched a fresh round of 
strikes in their long-running 
fight for NHS rates of pay. 

Unison union members 
at the drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation charity We 
Are With You—formerly 
Addaction—began five days of 
strikes last week. 

They are demanding that 
charity bosses stick to their 
promise to give them the 
same rates of pay as workers 
employed directly by the NHS. 

Determined 
Paul, a Unison member, told 
Socialist Worker that they are 
“not giving up until we get 
the pay rise”. “We would have 
hoped that the dispute would 
have been resolved by now, 
but we are very determined,” 
he said.

“If we give up now 
everything we have done so far 
would have been in vain. 

“And it will send a signal 
that if an employer wants to 
act in an authoritarian way, 
they can do so with impunity.” 

Paul added that the recent 
re-brand from Addaction to 

We Are With You had not 
impressed workers. 

“For an organisation that 
says it cannot afford to pay us 
more, a conservative estimate 
is that they spent £140,000 on 
this rebrand,” he said. 

Workers were outsourced 
form the NHS to the charity, 
which manages the service on 
a contract to the Labour-run 
council. 

They have lost out on a 
three-year pay deal in the 
NHS—leaving some around 
£2,000 worse off. 

Charity bosses have made 
some slight movements, offering 
one-off payments in the hope 
that it would end the dispute. 

But Paul explained that these 
would be “non-consolidated 
sums”—meaning they wouldn’t 
count towards workers’ 
pensions. 

“And after a year, we would 
be back to getting paid what 
we were in 2015,” he said. 

Workers were set to hold 
a rally in Wigan with Unison 
general secretary Dave Prentis 
on Wednesday. 

The Unison leadership must 
throw the full weight of the 
union behind the dispute. And 
trade unionists should build 
solidarity in their workplaces 
and union branches.  
lMessages of support to: 
enquiries@wiganunison.org.uk

TRADE UNIONISTS and campaigners protested last week against the downgrading of 
the accident and emergency service at Royal Glamorgan Hospital in South Wales. The 
demonstration coincided with a meeting of the Cwm Taf Morgannwg University health board

Resilient TfL strikers warn 
that they will not go away
HUNDREDS OF workers at 
Transport for London (TfL) 
took to the picket lines on 
Friday of last week.

Around 300 workers on 
Dial-a-Ride buses and 300 
other TfL workers staged 
their second 24-hour walkout 
in a fight for higher pay. They 
include revenue protection 
officers, road enforcement 
officers, compliance officers 
and others.

The Unite union members 
picketed outside TfL’s 
Palestra House offices in 
Southwark, south London. 
They shut down Dial-a-Ride 
depots across the capital. 

Strikers were boosted by 
Woolwich Ferry workers who 
walked out in a separate 
dispute over pay and terms 
and conditions on the same 

day. Bosses at TfL imposed 
a 1 percent pay offer that 
had been overwhelmingly 
rejected by workers. 

Simon McCartney, a Unite 
regional officer, said, “TfL 
has bulldozed through a 
derisory pay increase for TfL 
workers. It means a pay cut 
in real terms for essential 
transport workers in an 
expensive city. 

“TfL think that we’re just 
quietly going to go away. 

“But I can tell you now 
that we will reballot our 
members and keep coming 
back, month after month if 
we have to.”

Unite members on 
Dial-a-Ride and the other 
TfL workers plan further 
walkouts on Friday 27 March 
and Friday 24 April. 

HEALTH 

TRANSPORT FOR LONDON CHARITY

Strong on the picket line last week        Picture: unison north West

Striking in Croydon                          Picture: unite London & eastern

TRAFFIC WARDENS AIRPORTS

  Baggage handlers’ fightback 
SPECIALIST baggage handlers 
at Heathrow Airport in west 
London have launched a 
wave of strikes over pay. 

The Unite union members, 
who are employed by Global 
Baggage Solutions, began an 
eight-day walkout on Monday. 

They plan two further 
eight-day walkouts from 
14 March and 26 March. 

Unite is demanding that 
bosses agree to pay at least the 

London Living Wage of £10.75 
an hour. Workers are angry 
that Global Baggage Solutions 
made no pay offer for 2019 
and offered just 32p an hour 
more for 2020. 

Some workers are currently 
on as little as £9.94 an hour—
even though Heathrow Airport 
portrays itself as a living wage 
employer. The workers find 
bags that have been reported 
lost by passengers.

Traffic wardens will act in Ealing tragedy
TRAFFIC WARDENS in 
Ealing, west London, 
launched an eight-day 
walkout for higher pay on 
Thursday of last week.

Unite union members 
are angry over a “botched 
and unjustified” redundancy 
programme by bosses at 
Serco. 

The outsourcing giant 
manages the service on a 
contract to the Labour-run 

council. Unite suspended a 
strike planned for the end of 
January after Serco removed 
the threat of compulsory 
redundancies from the new 
structure.

But the union says “it 
then transpired” that traffic 
wardens would still be 
expected to work longer 
hours and do more tasks 
without any increase in 
the holiday entitlement.  

Unite regional officer Clare 
Keogh said, “Feelings are 
running very high among our 
members who believe they 
have no choice but to strike. 

“It is inevitable that the 
strike will result in severe 
disruption on Ealing’s already 
over congested roads. 

“But this is a result of 
Serco’s high-handed action 
which is negatively impacting 
our members’ lives.”

Celebrate resistance with  
Socialist Worker this May Day 
May Day is a chance to celebrate 
working class solidarity against the 
bosses and resistance to oppression. 

Every year Socialist Worker produces 
a special supplement of May Day 
greetings from our readers in trade 
unions, colleges and campaigns. 
Make sure to get yours in by 10 April 

l1 column ad: £30 
l2 column ad: £55  
l3 column ad: £95 

Make cheques out to  
Sherborne Publications Ltd

Socialist Worker,
PO Box 74955,
London E16 9EJ
020 7840 5656

mayday@socialistworker.co.uk
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ROYAL MAIL 

 Post workers begin   
 ballot in vital battle  
by NICK CLARK 

ROYAL MAIL postal work‑
ers began their second 
national strike ballot in 
recent months on Tuesday 
in a momentous battle over 
jobs, conditions—and the 
future of the industry.

The ballot of some 110,000 
CWU union members is set to 
end on Tuesday 17 March. 

It could deliver another 
thumping vote to strike 
against sweeping attacks 
planned by chief executive 
Rico Back. 

And it should be  followed 
by immediate action.

Back wants to split Royal 
Mail up into a new parcels 
company run for profit, and 
a letters delivery service that 
will be run down.

Job  
That means taking vital work 
away from Royal Mail— 
causing at least 20,000 job 
losses. 

And the union fears Back’s 
ambition to scrap Royal 
Mail’s obligation to deliver 
letters six days a week will 
lead to many more.

Those workers left will be 
made to work like robots. 

Bosses want to use tech‑
nology such as their handheld 
delivery devices to monitor 
everything workers do and 

find ways to make them work 
harder. 

CWU reps met for a 
national meeting in cen‑
tral London on Thursday of 
last week—and were told to 

deliver a huge yes vote. In a 
previous ballot in November 
last year, workers voted 
97 percent for strikes on a 
76 percent turnout. 

But no action was called 

after bosses got a high court 
injunction to rule the ballot 
unlawful. 

Royal Mail managers used 
the following months of talks 
and negotiations to further 
delay action. 

All the while they were 
planning to push through 
their changes.

Now bosses are forc‑
ing through attacks in 
workplaces across Britain— 
including threats to axe 100 
jobs in Bristol mail centre.

In many areas, CWU activ‑
ists have asked for local 
ballots to hold back the 
assault. 

Legal 
But in a sign that union 
 leaders are worried about 
the threat of further legal 
action, any local ballots 
requests will only be pro‑
cessed after the national 
one.

At the reps’ meeting last 
week, CWU deputy general 
secretary Terry Pullinger 
urged reps to be “disciplined”.

CWU members have to 
deliver another  thumping yes 
vote—and will need support 
from every trade unionist. 

But with attacks already 
underway, they also have 
to be prepared to take 
 hard‑hitting action as soon as 
possible—and defy the law if 
necessary.

DRIVER AND VEHICLE STANDARDS AGENCY

Don’t let bosses boot out 
leading rep Paul Williams 
THE PCS union has 
launched a campaign 
against the victimisation of 
leading rep Paul Williams.

Bosses at the Driver and 
Vehicle Standards Agency 
(DVSA) have threatened 
Paul, a member of the 
PCS’s national executive 
committee, with compulsory 
redundancy.

It comes during a 
long‑running dispute which 
has seen Paul organise and 
lead national strikes.

DVSA bosses have 
spent years trying to get 
rid of Paul, first launching 
a grievance against him 
in 2016, which they were 
eventually forced to drop in 
August 2018.

Yet in July that year 
they announced a 

“reorganisation” in Paul’s 
workplace that put him 
at risk of redundancy in 
February last year.

Paul has applied for 
23 jobs in DVSA over the 
past year but has been 
repeatedly blocked or 
rejected. 

He says recent job offers 
have involved demands 
that he reduce his facility 
time, and even that he must 
agree to hold no union 
posts or positions.

To begin the campaign 
the PCS launched a 
petition in Paul’s defence 
last week. 

It already had more than 
900 signatures as Socialist 
Worker went to press.
lSign and share the petition 
at bit.ly/PaulWilliamsPetition

UNION GATE meeting in north London          Picture: Guy Smallman

South Western walkouts 
are coming down the line
BOSSES AT the South 
Western Railway (SWR) 
are braced for another 
round of strikes as workers 
battle to protect their jobs 
and passenger safety. 

Train guards, members 
of the RMT union, plan a 
24-hour strike from 10am 
on Monday of next week and 
further one from 10am on 
Thursday of next week. 

They are fighting the 
imposition of driver only 
operated (DOO) trains. 

RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash said, “We are 
appalled by management’s 
bullying and harassment 
tactics in their attempt to 
get our members to return 
to work.

“The company’s constant 
barrage of lengthy letters 
every time our guard 
members take legal and 

legitimate industrial action 
is intimidating, degrading, 
humiliating and offensive.”

He added that workers 
had shown an “incredible 
amount of solidarity” 
during 27 days of strikes in 
December.

Trade unionists should 
show solidarity to the SWR 
workers on the picket line. 

nWORKERS at the Rail 
Gourmet catering firm are 
set to strike for 24 hours on 
Wednesday of next week. 

The RMT union members 
at the Paddington depot in 
west London are fighting 
against a host of attacks. 

They include rostering 
practices, the incorrect 
payment of allowances and 
bonuses and the failure to 
replace faulty equipment 
used by driver members.

RAILWAYS 

South Western strikers outside Waterloo Picture: Guy Smallman

LONDON UNDERGROUND 

Underground strike looms 
as talks go down the tubes 
HUGE STRIKES could sweep 
the London Underground 
as workers in the RMT and 
Aslef unions begin ballots for 
strikes. 

It could see over 10,000 
workers strike to lift the cap 
on pay—and the campaign 
for a massive yes vote is 
already underway. 

Unions have been 
locked in negotiations with 
Transport for London bosses 

for over a year. Mick Cash, 
RMT general secretary 
said, “RMT reps are angry 
and frustrated that London 
Underground have now 
stalled that process and 
failed to come up with an 
offer. 

“London is a wealthy 
business centre and those 
staff who work round the 
clock to keep the city moving 
deserve their fair share.”

PAY 

Bin fight in Tower Hamlets 
AROUND 250 bin workers in 
Tower Hamlets, east London, 
are preparing for a week-long 
strike over pay from Monday 
of next week.

Unite union members are 
demanding that bosses at 
subcontractor Veolia, which 
manages the service for the 
Labour-run council, gives 
them “substantial” holiday 
pay arrears. 

nELECTRICIANS for 
Sandwell council, in the West 
Midlands, have won higher 

pay—after threatening a 
week-long strike. 

Unison, GMB and Unite 
union members were set 
to strike from Monday until 
management promised to 
put electricians onto a higher 
grade at the eleventh hour. 

Tony Barnsley, Sandwell 
Unison branch secretary, 
said, “Our members were 
solid and determined to win 
the better grade that will see 
their pay eventually rise by 
£5,000. Unity in action can 
secure victories.”

SCHOOLS 

Striking trinity of schools 
take on academisation  
WORKERS AT St Michael’s, 
St Bonaventure’s and 
St Bede’s schools in 
east London struck over 
academisation last week.

NEU union members 
at St Michael’s and 
St Bonaventure’s in Newham 
walked out on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday of 
last week. 

Workers at St Bede’s, in 
the neighbouring borough 
of Redbridge, joined the 
walkout on the third day. This 
was the first time workers at 
St Bede’s have struck against 
the Brentwood Diocese’s 
academisation plans. 

The Diocese wants the 
schools to become part of its 
giant Catholic Multi Academy 
Trust (Mat). 

St Michael’s workers met 
with parents to discuss how 
to build the fight against 

plans to turn their school 
into an academy. They are 
asking the governing body 
to halt the process for three 
years while a working party 
discusses all alternatives. 

NEU members at 
St Bonaventure’s met for two 
hours of discussion. There 
was determination that their 
school should not become 
part of a Mat. 

NEU members agreed to 
a pause of industrial action 
this week to allow for talks 
and then go ahead with a 
three-day strike over the 
following four weeks. 

The threat of serious 
strikes, with growing support 
from parents, advances the 
likelihood that the governing 
body will agree not to pursue 
academisation for a number 
of years.
Miriam Scharf 
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More online
For more on the strike, go to  
www.socialistworker.co.uk

‘WE KNOW THE 
MONEY IS THERE’ 
by SADIE ROBINSON

UNIVERSITY STRIKES are 
putting pressure on bosses.

Tens of thousands of UCU 
union members entered 
their third week of a wave of  
walkouts on Monday. 

The action pushed bosses 
to agree to more talks with 
the union this week.

Now strikers need to keep 
the momentum up and keep 
fighting for solidarity. 

A victory could transform 
higher education.

“This is the biggest strike 
in university history,” said 
Ash, a striker at the London 
College of Communication 
(LCC) in south London.

Workload
Workers at 74 universi-
ties are staging 14 days of 
strikes over pay, workload,  
contracts, equality and 
pensions.

“At first it was quite a 
shock that we were going 
to strike for 14 days,” LCC 
striker Miranda told Socialist 
Worker. 

“But now we’re into it, it 
feels different.

“We’ve struck for two days 
before and it just doesn’t 

make an impact. And what 
we’re fighting for is so 
important.”

UCU negotiators want 
a national agreement on  
conditions including the  
abolition of zero-hours  
contracts. They also want a  

commitment to tackling race 
and gender pay inequal-
ity, and workloads—with  
timescales. 

The union also wants a 
real pay rise and to protect  
workers ’  USS pens ion 
scheme. The bosses’ UCEA 

organisation has insisted that 
individual institutions should 
decide what contracts they 
offer and so on. 

But bosses agree national 
pay deals. 

Why can’t they agree deals 
on conditions too?  LCC striker 

Sam told Socialist Worker, 
“There needs to be an agreed  
tolerance level on casual 
contracts.

“There might still be local 
differences. 

“But this is a national  
dispute and we need national 

minimum standards on  
working culture.”

And Miranda added, “The 
money’s there—it just needs 
redistributing.”

This week’s four-day 
strike was set to be followed 
by a five-day walkout next 
week.

The action coincides with 
several key dates— including 
International Women’s Day, 
a Tory budget and a school 
climate strike. 

Impact
These are all opportunities to 
push the strike up the agenda 
and mobilise more people.

The strikes are having an 
impact. 

T h e y  a r e  w i n n i n g 
support from students and 
wider layers of the trade 
union movement—and they 
can win.

“When we struck in 2018 
we had momentum but the 
strikes were called off,” 
said Thomas, a striker at 
University College London. 

“This time we need to stay 
the course.”

SOLIDARITY

Striking university workers win support from students and trade unionists 
STRIKERS LOOKING for 
solidarity are pushing at 
an open door. 
 Donations in the last week 
include £200 from GMB 
Durham County, £200 
from Dundee Unison, £500 
from Abertay UCU and 
£150 from Dundee Trade 
Union Liaison committee.

Newcastle NEU 
donated £300 and 
Brent NEU £1,000.

 UCU members at 
London South Bank 
University pledged £720. 

And the UCU at Tower 
Hamlets Poplar site 
donated £1,000 to Queen 
Mary University of London.

Shadow chancellor John 
McDonnell spoke at a 
solidarity meeting in 
central London last week. 

A similar meeting 
was planned in Glasgow 
as Socialist Worker 
went to press.

Cambridge striker 
Anne Alexander spoke to 
a 500-strong CWU union 
reps’ meeting last week.

 And around 1,000 
people joined a march 
through central London on 
Wednesday of last week 
to support the strike.

Many strikers reported 
that the size of their 
picket lines was “holding 

up”. But many have also 
said the pickets aren’t 
as big as last time. 

Josh, a UCL striker, said 
some strikers are choosing 
to picket on certain days.

Picketing
 UCL UCU branch 
president Sean Wallis 
added that many workers 
commute to London, 
and so aren’t picketing 
every strike day.

For some, losing 14 
days’ pay is a worry.

 “We need to have 
urgent conversations 
about making sure 
workers use the hardship 

fund.” said Sean.
 Josh said strikers 

are “more resolute”. 
And new people are still  

coming to join picket lines 
—and joining the union 
to be part of the struggle.

UCU membership at 
Imperial College London 
is at its highest level. 

And the UCU branch at 
Cambridge university has 
grown to nearly 2,000.

There is a mood to fight. 
Strikers should demand 
maximum support from 
their national union and 
other unions to make sure 
no one feels they can’t 
afford to be part of it.A UCU striker addresses the march in central London

UCU STRIKERS, students and supporters took to the streets in London to show support              Pictures: Guy smallman 


