
 ELITE
 LIES
 COST
 LIVES
THE PRIME minister’s chief 
adviser Dominic Cummings 
is a symbol of everything 
that’s wrong about the 
Tories.

His brazen disregard for the 
rules everyone else is expected 
to obey underl ines the  

contempt the elite has for the 
rest of us. Their lies and their 
determination to put their own 
class priorities first are disgust-
ing—and dangerous.

They have led to the 
unnecessary deaths of tens of 
thousands of people infected 

with coronavirus. And now 
they are pressing ahead with 
the unsafe return to schools 
and workplaces in order to start 
profits flowing again.

But just five months after an 
election that seemed to leave 
him untouchable, Johnson 

faces a wall of bitter anger.
This is not the time to merely 

look on at the Tories’ troubles. 
It’s urgent to step up  the 

 resistance in the fight for our 
lives. 

>>Pages 3 and 5

REVOLT AT SCHOOL REOPENING
PARENTS AND TEACHERS UNITED AGAINST DANGEROUS TORY PLANS >>PAGES 4&5

WINNERS AND LOSERS IN COVID-19 BRITAIN >>PAGES 10&11 
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CAPITALISM

The system that 
makes the world 
so unequal  
THE coronavirus pandemic 
has laid bare the grotesque 
inequalities between rich 
and poor countries. 

Those inequalities are 
the result of centuries of a 
capitalist society that benefits 
only the rich. Capitalism—a 
system that sees bosses exploit 
workers to maximise profits—
perpetuates inequality.
>>Pages 14&15

RACISM

Tories retreat 
on anti-migrant 
NHS charge 
ANTI-RACISTS VOWED to 
step up the fight against 
NHS charges for migrants 
after Tory prime minister 
Boris Johnson was forced 
into a humiliating U-turn.

The Tory government 
said it would scrap the 
NHS surcharge for migrant 
health and care workers last 
week.
>>Page 20

LABOUR

Bankers cheered 
by relationship 
with Keir Starmer
CITY SPIVS are hailing a “sea 
change” in attitudes towards 
bankers and bosses from Sir 
Keir Starmer’s Labour Party.

The party is trying to “mend 
its ties” with bankers and show 
it has abandoned left wing 
policies. 
 >>Page 18
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 Cummings’ trips to Durham  
 are nothing to be sneezed at
THE PRIME Min i s te r 
d e f e n d e d  D o m i n i c 
Cummings after his top aid 
showed him the pictures of 
whatever it is that he has 
on Boris Johnson.

Cummings, Johnson’s 
adviser, has denied returning 
to Durham in April weeks 
after his initial time spent 
self-isolating in the region.

Minister Grant Shapps 
explained what happened. 

“You have to get  yourself 
in lockdown and do that in 
the best and most practical 
way, that’s all that’s hap-
pened in this case,” he said.

And the best, most practical 
way was to drive to Durham 
twice (or three times). 

Since Shapps is transport 
minister it is fair enough he 
doesn’t know what travel is. 
And to be even fairer, he did 
spend a few years not  knowing 
how many names he had.

Cummings grew up in 
Durham and went to the 
£16,000 a year Durham 
School. He is married to Mary 
Wakefield, a senior editor at 
The Spectator and daugh-
ter of baronet Sir Humphrey 
Wakefield. 

That lets him sit on a 
farm and read Bismark and 
 fantasise about how eugen-
ics could transform the NHS. 

It would be false to say he 

was staying at his father in 
law’s castle. He was in his 
father’s outhouse. 

And who doesn’t have a 
spare outhouse available?

Cummings rails against 
the tendency to select 
leaders from “a subset of 
Oxbridge egomaniacs with a 
 humanities degree”. He stud-
ied  history at Oxford. 

Michael Gove also lept 
to Cummings’ 

defence—Cummings twice 
came up with strategies to 
stop Gove having to resign. 

Once over expenses and 
once over losing a large 
number of schools down the 
back of the lamps he bought 
on expenses. 

So Gove tweeted, “Caring 
for your wife and child is not 
a crime.” 

Leaving your child stranded 
in a B&B while you go to a 
showbiz party to get wasted as 
Gove did isn’t a crime either.

Cummings once wrote 
contemptuously of how MPs 
lack experience “managing 
complex projects”. He can’t 
manage staying in a house.

He has claimed that 
 eugenics means “we will 
soon be able to re-make 
human nature itself”.

And that sort of arrogance 
is not to be sneezed at.

lHYDROXYCHLOROQUINE, the 
anti‑malarial drug Donald Trump is 

taking to prevent Covid‑19, has increased 
deaths in patients treated with it in 
hospitals around the world, a study has 
shown. The death rate among all groups 
taking the drugs was higher than among 
people who were not given them. One in 
six of those taking one of the drugs died. 
One in eleven who weren’t taking it died.

Children in care are 
likely to die earlier
PEOPLE WHO spent time 
in care as children are 
almost twice as likely 
to die prematurely than 
those who did not, stark 
new research reveals.

Researchers at University 
College London tracked 
more than 350,000 people 
between 1971 and 2013. 

They found that the 
likelihood of dying earlier 
among those who had been 
in care increased over time. 

In the general population 
during the same period, 
experienced a decline 
in mortality risk.

Throughout the 42-year 
period, they found that 
adults who spent time as 
children in the care system 
were 70 percent more 
likely to die prematurely 

than those who did not.
However, more recently 

the chances of dying 
early had increased to 
“more like twofold”.

Researchers believe that 
the impact of austerity may 
have worsened the situation 
since December 2013.

The number of children in 
care has steadily increased 
over the past decade, 
reaching almost 82,000 
in England and Wales 
at the start of 2018.

Minister for  
racist jokes...
CABINET minister 
Anne‑Marie Trevelyan has 
circulated an anti‑Chinese 
meme to Tory MPs.

The International 
Development Secretary 
sent it to a WhatsApp 
group. 

The message shows a 
split fortune cookie with a 
message that reads,  
“You not have 
coronavirus.”

It is captioned, “Just 
received my Covid‑19 
rapid test kit from China. 
Soooooo relieved!”

She added, “Just for 
Bob”. 

That’s Bob Seely, the 
MP campaigning against 
Chinese tech giant 
Huawei supplying the 5G 
network kit. 

He replied with a love 
heart and smiley face.

...and a mayor 
for sick ones
A NORTH Staffordshire 
mayor has been 
condemned after sharing 
a tweet which said she 
trusted serial killers 
and rapists more than 
Boris Johnson.

Amanda Cartwright, a 
Labour town councillor 
and the current Mayor 
of Kidsgrove, posted the 
meme on Twitter.

The image was 
headed “Things I trust 
more than Boris”, 
with the list including 
“an injection from Dr 
Harold Shipman”, “a taxi 
ride from John Worboys” 
and “The Covid‑19 
virus”.

She has apologised 
saying that posting the 
image was due to her 
being “severely sight 
impaired”.

Pigs on the 
internet 
MORE than 150 cops have 
been disciplined for social 
media abuse.

Since January 2016 at 
least 22 resigned or were 
dismissed.

A group of seven 
Suffolk officers received 
written warnings 
after setting up a 
WhatsApp group to send 
“inappropriate” messages 
about individuals.

A West Yorkshire 
officer sent racist images 
to a WhatsApp group— 
and another sent racist 
messages on duty.

A Norfolk cop used the 
force’s Twitter account 
to send “personal 
messages”. And an Avon 
and Somerset PC was 
fired and later jailed for 
sending naked snaps to a 
domestic abuse victim.

Colleges cash in 
on rent arrears 
UNIVERSITY students 
are being threatened 
with legal action from 
letting agents and private 
landlords unless they pay 
for accommodation they 
signed up to until the end 
of the academic year. 

Others have hit a 
brick wall in trying to 
get refunds for rent 
already paid on digs for 
the summer term—sums 
typically ranging from 
£1,000 to £3,000.

This is despite most 
students being urged by 
their universities to go 
home in late March and 
complete their studies 
remotely. 

 Many have not put a 
foot inside since the final 
term started.

Trump

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘It’s a shit way to 
go for £9 an  
hour’
A family member of a worker 
at a Barnsley meat processing 
plant where three people have 
died of Covid-19  

‘We will never get 
out of this  
now. It will go 
on for ever. We 
will not be free 
people again’
Daily Mail’s Peter Hitchens   
isn’t coping very well with 
being inside a lot

‘We have to 
run as fast as 
possible before 
the disease 
disappears so  
we can 
demonstrate  
that the vaccine 
is effective’
Pascal Soriot, chief executive 
of drug maker AstraZeneca, is 
worried that coronavirus might 
not provide the opportunities 
that some shareholders were  
promised

‘Our warped 
liberal “morality” 
only puts 
migrants’ lives 
in even MORE 
danger’
Right wing newspaper 
columnist Dan Hodges says 
SOMETHING must be done 
about immigration 

TOFF OF 
THE WEEK
PRINCESS CHARLOTTE
Truant
lPrince William and Kate 
Middleton are set to opt 
out of sending Princess 
Charlotte back to school 
lCharlotte, five, is 
currently in reception year 
at Thomas’s school in 
Battersea, London
lThe £19,000-a-year 
school is expected to 
reopen from 1 June
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CUMMINGS’  PARENTS’ house

lTHOSE TASKED with raising cash 
for the Tory party are worried. Not 

because making a mess of the virus is 
killing people but because rich people 
aren’t getting what they bribed—sorry, 
donated—for.  
   According to one, “Boris promised 
peerages to the likes of Peter Cruddas 
and Michael Spencer, yet there’s been 
no sign of them. There’s a bit of  
coolness towards him right now.”

Care in crisis



Record deaths in Britain
CORONAVIRUS HAS not been 
contained and threatens more 
lives.

On Monday Britain reached 
the grim milestone of the world’s 
highest official number of deaths 
per million people on a rolling 
seven-day average. 

The R number—the average 
number of people that will 
contract coronavirus from an 
infected person—
did not fall over 
the last two weeks.

A hospital in 
Somerset has 
temporarily 
stopped accepting 
new patients in 
an attempt to 

stop the spread of Covid-19 on 
site. Weston general hospital 
in Weston-super-Mare stopped 
taking admissions, including 
into its accident and emergency 
department, on Monday. 

It described this as a 
“precautionary measure in order 
to maintain the safety of staff and 
patients”.

The south-west of England has 
been less badly 
affected by the virus 
than other parts 
of Britain. But the 
hospital closure 
shows how quickly 
disaster can strike.

The Tory polices 
are utterly reckless.

LABOUR
Starmer 
lets Tories 
stagger on 
THE GROWING furore over 
Dominic Cummings finally 
forced the Labour Party to 
at least show some sort of 
opposition to the Tories. 

But even now that 
opposition is incredibly weak.

By Tuesday—amid almost 
universal fury at Cummings—
Labour leader Keir Starmer 
still wouldn’t demand that 
Boris Johnson sacked him.

Following Cummings’ 
press conference, Starmer 
was asked if he would call 
for Cummings to resign or be 
sacked. 

He dodged the question. 
“If I were prime minister, 

I would have sacked 
Cummings,” he said. 

But all he called for was 
“an investigation into what 
has happened.”

As the Tories face their 
biggest crisis over the 
coronavirus outbreak, 
Starmer can’t bring himself 
to press it home and try to 
bring them down. 

From the very beginning 
of his leadership, he said the 
Labour Party would “have 
the courage to support the 
government,” during the 
pandemic.

Rather than challenge 
the elites, he wants to show 
them Labour could be a 
“responsible” party—and that 
means not rocking the boat.

As the fury at Cummings 
grew among ordinary people, 
Labour politicians were 
forced to join in.

Starmer and his leading 
MPs eventually started to 
accuse Johnson of “treating 
the British public with 
contempt.”

But Labour’s politicians 
are only tailing the anger—
not leading it. 

They certainly don’t want 
to do anything about it.

Labour is more interested 
in showing it won’t upset 
the interests of the rich than 
leading the anger of ordinary 
people. 

And that means letting a 
failing Tory government—
whose lies have cost tens of 
thousands of lives—stagger 
on.

Dominic Cummings shows 
class arrogance of the rich
by CHARLIE KIMBER

“PEOPLE WILL have to make 
their minds up” about Dominic 
Cummings, said Boris Johnson 
this week.

Millions have. He should have 
gone a long time ago. 

Cummings’ excuse for driving 
from London to Durham during the 
lockdown was “exceptional circum-
stances”. He said his wife was ill and 
that he feared for their child’s welfare 
if he became sick.

This is what the Downing Street 
elite at least pretend to regard as 
“exceptional circumstances”. But 
these are far less than what huge 
numbers of ordinary people have 
faced while complying with the 
lockdown.

Plenty of parents—sometimes lone 
parents—have dealt with their own 
coronavirus, self-isolation and sick 
children. They didn’t abandon the 
lockdown advice because they had 
a sense of people looking after one 
another.

Unable
Some people were unable to visit 
their dying relatives in hospital 
because of those requirements. Some 
were not allowed to visit their mor-
tally sick parents or grandparents in 
a care home.

On 3 April, as Cummings and his 
family were enjoying his parents’ 
farm, the funeral of 13 year old Ismail 

Mohamed 

Abdulwahab took place in London. 
He had died after testing positive for 
coronavirus.

His mother and six siblings were 
not able to be at the funeral because 
they were forced to self-isolate under 
the lockdown regulations. A friend 
of the family said they were “devas-
tated” not to attend. 

But of course there were no excep-
tional circumstances for them.

Over 14,000 people have been 
fined for breaching the regulations 
that Cummings has flouted. He thinks 
he did nothing wrong. 

Cummings dared to claim he made 
a 30 mile car trip to Barnard Castle 

to work out if his eyesight was good 
enough to drive back to London. 
That’s either a gross lie or a  terrifying 
decision to test potentially inade-
quate vision by driving with a four 
year old in the car. 

It is actually hard to work out 
which is worse.

It’s sometimes said that issues such 
as Cummings’ behaviour as a distrac-
tion from the real issues. 

There are the tens of thousands of 
people who have died unnecessar-
ily, the failure to prepare, the deadly 
slowness in implementing lockdown 
and the cuts that left the NHS vul-
nerable. But sometimes the particular 

illuminates the general with laser-
like focus. 

The Tories don’t give a damn 
about ordinary people. They think 
they are above us. They care only for 
 themselves and their friends—and 
rules, like taxes, don’t apply to them.

The bosses’ Financial Times 
 newspaper worries, “This is a moment 
of great danger for Mr Johnson’s gov-
ernment. Only a few months old and 
confronting an unprecedented peace-
time crisis, it already resembles an 
administration losing its grip.” 

We should drive through our 
chance. The whole rotten regime has 
to go.

 Hospitals under pressure 

BORIS JOHNSON’S right hand man, Dominic Cummings, looks down on ordinary people
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Parents and 
teachers 
could wreck 
Johnson’s 
school plan  
by SADIE ROBINSON

BORIS JOHNSON said on Sunday 
that the Tories would push ahead 
with plans to get more children in 
schools from 1 June—Monday of 
next week.

It will have infuriated the  growing 
numbers of education workers, 
 parents and students who oppose 
the plan. 

And it goes against advice by 
 scientists last week that delaying a 
wider reopening of schools would 
drastically slash the risk of  spreading 
the virus (see page 5).

Johnson admitted that it “may not 
be possible” for all schools to begin 
wider reopening on 1 June. 

This is because some head 
 teachers and local authorities may 
deem it unsafe—and because school 
workers may refuse to go back.

Yet Johnson said he wants all 
schools to begin reopening as soon 
as possible.

There is widespread opposition to 
the Tory plan. 

A BBC Breakfast survey last 
week found that just 20 out of  
99  councils that responded were advis‑
ing schools to open more widely on  
1 June. Another 15 said they would 
not advise schools to reopen to more 
children. 

And 68 authorities said they 
couldn’t  guarantee reopening for 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6.

Safe
The NEU union reiterated its  opinion 
that reopening from 1 June is not 
safe following Johnson’s speech. 

A Sunday Mirror editorial said 
that, unless the union’s five safety 
tests are met, “no school should 
open to more children on June 1”.

Parents have joined huge online 
meetings to voice their concerns 
about the plan. 

The fact that black and minority 
ethnic (BAME) people are four times 
more likely to die from the disease is 
adding to the anger.

Parent Caroline has a child in 
year one in a school in Redbridge, 
east London. “A lot of parents are 
 concerned about children and staff,” 

she told a parents’ meeting on 
Thursday. “The school has a high 
number of BAME people and my 
overall feeling is it’s not safe.”

The meeting attracted over  
580 people—a sign of the anxiety 
that exists among many parents.

Parent Habiba pointed out that a 
lot of BAME children live in multi‑gen‑
erational households, pushing up the 
risk of infection. And parent Jocelyn 
added, “This is racism.

Lead
“You need to take the lead,” she 
said, addressing councillors in the 
meeting. “If not, the community will 
take the lead as the community is 
suffering.”

Some 185 parents joined a 
 meeting in Coventry last week, and 
140 in Hackney, east London. 

Coventry teacher Chris described 
how the meeting had transformed 
the situation. 

“The local authority has  massively 
shifted to now agreeing schools in 
Coventry should not be planning for 
a 1 June opening,” he said.

The fight is on to stop the Tories 
putting thousands more lives at risk. 

Their crisis—and the scale of 
anger at government handling of 
coronavirus—means that we can 
win it.

BACK STORY
The Tories want schools to 
reopen to more children from 
Monday of next week
lBut teachers and parents say 
it’s not safe to go back
lSchool workers’ NEU union 
says schools won’t be safe until 
their five tests are met
lThese include much lower 
cases of Covid-19
lThey also say children and 
staff need access to coronavirus 
tests—and that vulnerable people 
must be protected

BORIS JOHNSON is on course to clash with teachers and parents 

Councils change reopening advice 
after workers pile on the pressure
TRADE UNIONISTS in schools 
across England are organising 
to resist a wider reopening of 
schools from Monday of next 
week. 

They are showing that it’s 
possible to push the Tory plan 
back.

In Ealing, west London, 
council leader Julian Bell said, 
“We don’t expect the majority 
of our schools to return before 
15 June.”

His statement followed 
growing resistance on the 
ground. 

Agreed
Stefan Simms, divisional NEU 
secretary in Ealing, described 
how nearly half the primary 
schools in his area have agreed 
a statement saying workers will 
not return until union safety 
guidance is met.

In Redbridge, east London, 
the council is recommending a 
later return from 15 June. 

It followed a huge parents 
meeting, plus big meetings of 
NEU union members.

Wakefield council in 
west Yorkshire has also 
recommended that schools do 
not reopen to more children on 
1 June.

In other areas, some schools 
have pledged not to reopen 
on 1 June after pressure from 
unions and parents.

They include a multi-academy 
trust of primary schools in 
Newham, east London.

Any success in pushing back 
the Tories is welcome. 

But there is still a huge battle 
to be fought.

In areas where councils have 
said it isn’t safe, some schools 
will still reopen. 

Definition
Some workers report that the 
definition of “vulnerable” 
children is being extended to 
get greater numbers back into 
schools. 

Others say that staff members 
who were at home due to health 
conditions are now being added 
onto rotas.

And some trade union 

activists described good 
progress in their schools, only to 
face obstacles from some union 
officials.

But anger at the Tories, and 
fear over what their plans could 
lead to, is also drawing more 
people into battle.

Venda, a teacher and NEU 
member in Redbridge, told 
a meeting against an unsafe 
return this week, “Workers are 
not powerless. 

“We’re just made to feel 
like that day in, day out in our 
working life.

Grown
“Our union has grown so much. 
I used to think if we got 50 to 
a union meeting we had done 
really well. Our last branch 
meeting was 310.

“We realise our power now.”
An unsafe return will mean 

more deaths—and it will be 
poorer, more vulnerable people 
who will suffer the most.

There is a fight on and 
everyone has to push to halt 
unsafe opening of schools.

Distancing measures will 
damage young children
THE government 
published its guidance 
on reopening early 
years settings from 
1 June on Sunday—
before a bank holiday 
and a week of half 
term.

Its recommended 
measures are 
impossible to 
achieve—and trying 
to meet them will 
distress very young 
children.

The guidance 
recommends that 
small groups of 
children be kept apart 
from each other and 
that there be “physical 
distancing” between 
staff and children.

But it is impossible 
to socially distance 
from babies and 
toddlers, who require 
close personal care 

and help with things 
such as going to the 
toilet. 

The guidance 
says children under 
two need 3.5 square 
metres squared per 
child, two year olds 
2.5 square metres and 
those aged three need 
2.3 square metres. 

It says “area 
dividers” and “floor 
markings” could help 
keep children and staff 
apart from each other.

This conjures up 
images of France, 
where very young 
children have been 
placed in squares in 
playgrounds far apart 
from each other.

It also advises the 
removal of all soft toys 
and where possible 
soft furnishings, 
including rugs, bean 

bags and pillows.
The Tories want 

young children back at 
schools and nurseries 
so they can push 
parents back to work. 

But it will be 
emotionally damaging 
for children—and risks 
spreading Covid‑19.

Childcare and early 
years workers have 
said that childcare 
settings could be the 
“next care homes” in 
terms of virus cases.

Pre‑school manager 
Lyndsey said, “Private 
nurseries and other 
settings are being 
urged to open our 
doors for ALL children.

“If children can be 
asymptomatic carriers 
of Covid‑19, how will 
we know—without 
testing—that we are 
infection‑free?”

It’s not safe, say scientists
THE Independent 
Sage science 
committee said last 
week that it will not be 
safe to reopen schools 
in England to wider 
numbers of children 
from 1 June.

It said more time 
is needed to set up 
tracking a nd tracing 
procedures to tackle 
any new coronavirus 
outbreak. 

The committee is 
separate from the 
Tories’ official Sage 
advisers. 

These helpfully 
advised on Friday that 
evidence about the 
infectivity of children 
is “inconclusive”.

Chair of the 

independent 
committee, former 
government chief 
scientist Sir David 
King, said the risk 
to children would be 
halved if they returned 
on 15 June instead.

And delaying a 
wider return until 
September would 

reduce the risks even 
further. King said that 
the evidence showed 
“that 1 June is simply 
too early to go back”.

“By going ahead 
with this dangerous 
decision, the 
government is further 
risking the health of 
our communities and 
the likelihood of a 
second spike,” he said.

The government’s 
official Sage group of 
scientists modelled 
nine scenarios 
for wider school 
reopening. 

The Tory plan to 
reopen entire classes 
in primary school 
years was not among 
them.
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David King

Children in France are restricted to playing in small squares far apart

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

ELITE LIARS PUSH FOR AN 
UNSAFE RETURN TO WORK

 T
HE FALLOUT from the 
Dominic Cummings scandal 
has sent a shockwave 
through British politics.

It comes at a pivotal moment 
in the coronavirus pandemic in 
Britain. 

Boris Johnson and his gang 
of pro-business cronies are 
desperate to end lockdown as 
soon as possible to restart the 
profit machine.

It would be disastrous if 
Cummings’ trip to north east 
England meant that everyone 
concludes that all lockdown 
measures are no longer necessary. 

The Tories were dragged 
into implementing anything that 
interfered with “business as usual”. 

Now they want to continue 
to protect their own while 
demanding workers risk their lives.

They call for the reopening 
of state schools, yet top private 
schools that teach their children 
will stay shut until September. 

And they know that lockdown 
rule changes will force workers 
to travel on overcrowded public 
transport, yet they are chauffeured 
around in private cars.

Despite high death rates 
and dangerously high levels of 
infection, Johnson is now pushing 

to scrap even more safety 
measures. So outdoor markets and 
car showrooms in England could 
open again from Monday.  

People may be able to extend 
their “social bubble” beyond 
household members at some point 
in June, Johnson said this week.

That will seem very welcome 
for people who have desperately 
been hoping to see their relatives 
and friends again soon. 

But it is not driven by such 
concerns. 

It is based on making life 
seem “normal” again—and so 
strengthening the argument that 
everyone should be back at work. 

It’s another example of how the 
needs of business are pushed ahead 

of the needs of ordinary people. 
The Cummings crisis could go 

one of two ways.  The government 
could ride out the criticism, and 
hope for the next crisis to take the 
heat off the Downing Street elite. 

Or the scale of hypocrisy, and 
the extent of government lies, 
could drive forward the resistance 
to deadly Tory rule.

Now is the time to turn our fire 
at the people at the top of society, 
whose decisions risk our lives. 

Everyone should fight to stop 
the wider reopening of schools on 
1 June. 

Parents, teachers and other 
school staff acting together can 
defy the Tories.

Wider support action in other 
workplaces can help build the 
resistance we need.

As lockdown is lifted there 
will be major tests for the union 
leaders.

Far too many go with the idea 
that what’s good for business is 
good for the rest of us. 

Instead there needs to be a 
clear argument that our safety 
comes before the bosses’ profits.

We need a fight not just to see 
the end of Cummings, but to stop 
the dangerous drive to reopen the 
economy at any costs.

EXPOSE SMUG MEDIA HYPOCRISY

 DOMINIC CUMMINGS and 
many of his newfound critics 
in the mainstream media 

have far more in common than 
they like to pretend. 

Right wing supporters of 
Cummings piled in with the 
hashtag #ScumMedia on Tuesday 
morning. 

They present him as an anti-
establishment figure, witch-hunted 
by the media for standing up for 
ordinary Brexit supporters against 
a “metropolitan liberal elite”. 

Cummings has successfully used 

populist messages to boost his 
right wing Tory project and get 
Boris Johnson elected. 

It’s absurd to claim that a Tory 
adviser who went to a public 
school and has a castle in the 
family is “anti-establishment”. He 
is firmly part of the arrogant, lying 
elite that runs Britain.  

That’s something Cummings’ 
critics in the mainstream media 
pointed out this week.  

Yet many of those smug political 
journalists have recycled whatever 
the Tories told them in the past.

Now they recycle the line that 
Downing Street and Cummings 
have put out to manage the 
news agenda.  They make up the 
ministers’ excuses before they 
have thought of them themselves. 

That’s no accident. 
The likes of ITV’s Robert 

Peston and the BBC’s Laura 
Kuenssberg support the status 
quo. It has failed millions of 
ordinary people and fuelled right 
wing populism. 

Our job is to give the lot of 
them a kicking. 

Now is the time to 
turn our fire at 
the top of society, 
whose decisions 
risk our lives 

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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Is EU singing from 
Hamilton songbook?
ALEXANDER HAMILTON, one of the brilliant group of 
“founding fathers” of the United States and its first finance 
minister, was once remembered mainly because he was 
killed in a duel by vice president Aaron Burr in 1804.

But he’s enjoying an afterlife—first the subject of a 
Broadway musical and now constantly invoked in articles 
about the European Union’s (EU) “Hamiltonian moment”.

Hamilton was an economic nationalist who wanted to use 
protective tariffs to build up manufacturing industry in the US. 

In 1790 he set up a national debt to help fund a strong federal 
government and promote economic development. He persuaded 
Virginia, the most powerful state, to include in this national 
debt the debts of the other states, many of which had borrowed 
heavily during the War of Independence against Britain.

So what is supposed to be the European equivalent of this 
“Hamiltonian moment”? Last week, German chancellor Angela 
Merkel and French president Emmanuel Macron announced 
that they supported setting up a £447 billion “European 
Recovery Fund”. This fund is being set up to help EU member 
states overcome the economic effects of the pandemic.

So what’s the big deal? Lots of governments have been 
throwing the financial equivalent of the kitchen sink at the 
developing economic collapse. Yes, lots of governments, but 
not the EU, which has been paralysed by a split between North 
and South.

The key country here is Italy, the EU’s third biggest industrial 
economy and its worst victim of the pandemic. Italy’s national 
debt, 135 percent of gross domestic product in December, 
is projected to rise to 180 percent as government spending 
increases and economic activity and tax revenues shrink.

Policed
But the Northern “Frugal Four”—Austria, Denmark, the 
Netherlands, and Sweden, so far backed by Germany, have 
insisted that any financial assistance to hard-hit member 
states should be loans. They argue these should be policed 
by the neoliberal apparatus that inflicted such suffering on 
Greece, Spain, and Ireland during the eurozone crisis.  

They have also refused to support financing any recovery 
fund through collective borrowing by all EU member states. 
This would amount to what they call a “transfer union”, in 
which the rich Northern member states underwrite the poorer 
Southern ones.

The economist Michael Pettis has pointed to the absurdity 
of this stance. He argues, “the German economy has benefitted 
more than that of any other country from membership in the 
transfer union that is the EU.” 

Austerity was enforced on the eurozone to maintain an 
economic regime based on low wages and high exports in 
Germany. But Merkel has now shifted to accept the Southern 
states’ demands. She and Macron are backing a fund that 
would make grants not loans to member states, and funded by 
the European Commission’s borrowing.

Merkel probably moved because the German constitutional 
court earlier this month essentially endorsed complaints by 
Eurosceptic economists about the policies of the European 
Central Bank (ECB). 

She had relied on the ECB’s quantitative easing—creating 
money and pumping it into the banking system—to take the 
edge off austerity. But the constitutional court—which claims 
the right to overrule European law in the interests of German 
national sovereignty—could upset the apple cart. 

Macron has been warning the EU’s cohesion is in danger. 
China is courting Italy, where there is much bitterness about 
the lack of European support when the pandemic hit. In a 
recent Italian poll, China and Russia topped a list of friendly 
countries, while France and Germany were at the bottom.

So is this the Hamiltonian moment? No. Hamilton created 
a national debt of £62 million when US national income was 
£155 million. £447 billion is peanuts compared to the EU’s 
gross domestic product of about £14 trillion. 

More fundamentally, Hamilton was trying to build a 
nation state, which is necessarily a “transfer union” that shifts 
resources from rich to poor areas. 

The EU remains a cartel of nation states, which still 
dominate taxing and spending, where the most powerful—
above all Germany and France—dominate. Merkel’s and 
Macron’s plan is an attempt to paper over the cracks, not a 
game changer.

PROTESTS AND cavalcades against an unsafe return 
to work in Manchester (top) Swansea (left)

Ramp up action to demand 
no unsafe return to work
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THERE NEEDS to be a 
big acceleration of action 
against the government 
push to reopen schools and 
other workplaces.

Health workers are  calling 
on activists to  organise 
sol idar i ty  with educa-
tion  workers, students and 
 parents this week. 

It’s an opportunity to 
increase the pressure and 
push the Tories back on their 
deadly drive to reopen the 
economy. 

The People Before Profit—
Health Worker Covid Activists 
group said, “On Thursday 
28 May we are calling for 
 everyone to stand with edu-
cators, parents and students 
and do something to show 
the government opening 
schools is unsafe.

“This  could  inc lude 
socially-distanced protests 
at town halls, banner drops, 
workplace protests and 
online protests.”

It called for solidarity at 
work, online and in public. 

“The government has 
failed the National Education 
Union’s five tests to reopen. 
Britain has the highest death 
toll in Europe—now is not 
the time to be taking unsafe 
risks,” said the group.

“It will endanger the NHS 
and risk a second spike in 
Covid-19 deaths.” The Health 
Workers Activists Group is 
planning an online meeting 

this Wednesday to organise 
actions across Britain. 

This feeling of  solidarity 
with NHS workers, and revul-
sion at an unsafe return to 
work and schools, was shown 
by cavalcades and other 
events across Britain on last 
Thursday.

They give a glimpse of what 
could be tapped if the trade 
union and Labour leaders sys-
tematically called for action.

Cavalcades
This week’s actions  follow 
cavalcades and other acts of 
solidarity on Thursday last 
week. 

Dozens of Royal Mail vans 
drove past Wigan Infirmary 
during the 8pm clapping. 

It followed another proces-
sion by farm and commercial 
 vehicles last week.

One postal worker said, 
“Words cannot describe how 
this felt. I’m super proud of 
myself and other posties. 

We were able to show 
 recognition to our NHS and 
key workers tonight.”

Wigan res ident  and 
Socialist Worker supporter 
Fred Fitton said, “There were 
50 Royal Mail vehicles, as 
well as trucks and bikers.

“Outside the hospital were 
health workers including 
some of those who went on 
strike in 2018. 

“They were holding signs 
saying ‘No return to school 
or work until it’s safe’. It was 
brilliant.”

There were also big caval-
cades of Royal Mail vehicles 
from Bury delivery office to 
Fairfield hospital, in Lincoln 
by members of the Hull and 
East Riding CWU branch, 
and to Monklands hospital 
in North Lanarkshire.

In Norwich act ivists 
held a cavalcade and in 
Sheffield activists gathered 
at the town hall and the 

Royal Hallamshire hospital. 
Manchester protesters took 
to the streets at Piccadilly sta-
tion to protest at the 1 June 
reopening of schools to more 
children.

Health workers joined par-
ents and others. Keeping a 
safe social distance, wearing 
face masks and gloves, the 
group held up “No Back to 
School Until It’s Safe” posters, 
which have been attached to 
railings and trees, outside 
parks, hospitals and schools 
across Greater Manchester.

Unsafe
The Pennfields and Merridale 
Covid Action Group in 
Wolverhampton delivered 
its latest newsletter to 2,000 
homes.

There was a Waltham 
Forest trades council cav-
alcade to Whipps Cross 
Hospital in east London.

In Swansea the local action 
group held a cavalcade  outside 
Morriston Hospital with the 
theme “No return to unsafe 
workplaces or schools”.

On Friday chancellor Rishi 
Sunak told Tory MPs on a 
conference call that he wants 
to open up the economy as 
swiftly as possible.

He reportedly took aim at 
the “very cautious” experts 
on the government’s scientific 
advisory body, Sage.

The Tories are relentlessly 
elevating profit above peo-
ple’s lives.
For solidarity initiatives go to 
bit.ly/HealthActionChancellor Rishi Sunak is targeted by protests in Sheffield 
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 Furlough  
 moves flag  
 up plans for  
 new attacks 
Bosses have warned of a ‘tsunami 
of job losses’ after lockdown ends, 
reports Tomáš Tengely-Evans

WORKERS FEAR for their jobs 
after the Tories said bosses must 
pay towards the job retention 
scheme from August.

The Treasury wants bosses to 
pay at least 20 percent of fur-
loughed workers’ wages, according 
to reports in The Times newspaper. 

The scheme presently sees the 
state pay 80 percent of some work-
ers’ wages if they would have been 
laid off because of the lockdown.

It pays up to £2,500 a month.
Tory chancellor Rishi Sunak 

extended the furlough scheme until 
October, but wants to wind it down 
to get people back to work. 

Officials talk of “weening off” the 
more than seven million people who 
now rely on the scheme. 

The scheme has already forced 
many workers into poverty, with 
some trying to get by on half of their 
normal income. 

Jeremy, a call centre worker at 
a logistics company, has been paid 
around 55 percent of his wages for 
the second month running. 

He told Socialist Worker, “I 
can’t get any explanation from the 
employer. 

“It’s all so vague and they use 
Covid-19 as an excuse, which can 
cover a multitude of problems.

“One HR person said, ‘We’ll sort 
it out when we go back to work,’ but 
what happens right now?

“Another email from manage-
ment said that they would be in 
touch ‘in due course’.” 

Severe
Jeremy explained that 80 percent 
of his usual pay would be around 
£1,228, but he only got £815 in 
April and £829 in May. “The impact 
is quite severe,” he said. “Because 
I’m disabled, I get a Pip benefit and 
a bit from a pension to top me up, 
but it’s not much. 

“You just have to be far more 
frugal in terms of what you buy in 
shops, you have to buy what’s cheap 
not what’s healthy.”

Jeremy added that it’s a “three 
and a half mile round trip” to top 
up his gas and electric. 

And there is more pain in store for 
workers as bosses prepare to make 
them pay for the next recession.

One recruitment agency boss said 
there would be a “day of reckoning” 
when the scheme ends. 

 “What happens when furlough 
winds up,” asked James Reed. 
“Is there a wave of redundancies 
coming? 

“The danger is a tsunami of job 
losses.

“Companies I talk to are a half or 
a quarter of the size they were when 
they furloughed people, or they are 
on the verge of going bankrupt.”

Another boss, quoted in the 
Financial Times newspaper, ques-
tioned the value of the scheme. 

“If the furlough scheme is paying 
for jobs that don’t really exist, it’s 
better to release people into the job 
market to start looking for other 
work,” they said.

“Releasing” people from the 
scheme means snatching away their 
money and forcing them to look for 
jobs at a time when many firms are 
shut down. 

Unions have to fight to make sure 
workers are not forced back to work 
by hardship—and that they don’t 
pay for the coronavirus crisis. 

On other pages...
The winners and losers of the 
coronavirus crisis >>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
The Tories and bosses want to 
scale back support for workers
lThe government furlough 
scheme currently supports more 
than seven million workers
lBut the Tories want bosses to 
start contributing to it—raising 
fears of more job losses
lOther bosses have said that 
some of those furloughed should 
be looking for other jobs instead
lUnions have to fight to make 
sure that workers don’t pay the 
price of the coronavirus crisis

LOCKDOWN HAS closed many firms across Britain—and workers fear they may not get their jobs back 

 ‘Horrific’ new terror laws will mean  
 that more lives are ‘ripped to shreds’
TORY HOME secretary Priti Patel 
wants to grab more powers for the 
state with a draconian terror bill.

The Counter-Terrorism and 
Sentencing Bill would strengthen 
the ability of spooks and cops to 
spy on people. 

It would allow judges to lock 
people up for longer. And it would 
scrap the statutory deadline for 
an independent review of the 
“Prevent” strategy, a programme 
that largely targets Muslims.

The Bill would allow indefinite 
house arrest and monitoring of 
people without trial, including 
those suspected of “non-violent 
offences”. 

Authorities would need less 
proof to use the existing Terrorism 
Prevention and Investigation 
Measures (Tpims). There would 
no longer be a two-year maximum 
limit on their use. 

Civil liberties campaigners have 
slammed the move as a return to 
the control orders used by Tony 
Blair and Gordon Brown’s Labour 
governments in the 2000s. 

These were part of a raft of 
legislation brought in during the 
“War on Terror” to target Muslims 
and paint them as an “enemy 
within”.  

Rosalind Comyn of the Liberty 
campaign group said, “Control 
orders allow people to be placed 
on indefinite house arrest without 
trial. 

“This can happen based on 
suspicion rather than charges, 
evidence and proof.” 

Cerie Bullivant, a spokesperson 
for the Cage detainee rights 
organisation, lived for two years 
under a control order from 2006. 

He had to wear an electronic 
tag, observe a curfew and report 
daily to police, who could raid his 
home at any time. 

“This right wing Tory 
government is rolling back the 
clock,” said Bullivant. “House 
arrest without evidence or due 

process destroys your life. 
“You are left without any way to 

prove your innocence as your life 
is ripped to shreds. 

“These horrific measures have 
no place in this society.” 

The bill increases the maximum 
sentence from ten to 14 years for 
a number of terrorism offences, 
including being a member of a 
proscribed organisation. 

The new legislation follows 
attacks at Fishmongers Hall in 
November 2019 and Streatham 
High Street in February of this 
year. Cops shot dead a man in 
the Streatham incident after he 
stabbed two people. 

Rachel Logan of Amnesty 
International UK said, “It was 
never right to drastically curtail 
people’s liberty on the basis of 
secret, untested evidence using 
control orders or Tpims. 

“Rushing this bill out while 
parliament is still operating under 
Covid-19 constraints suggests the 
government could be trying to 
minimise scrutiny for significant 
legal changes.” 

More powers for cops, spooks 
and judges are not in the interests 
of ordinary people—the bill must 
be opposed.

Priti Patel  Picture: Number 10/Flickr
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 Workers in  
 France say  
 no return to  
 ‘normal’
by CHARLIE KIMBER

FRENCH HEALTH workers are 
demanding that “we don’t go 
back to how it was before”—and 
want fundamental changes in the 
wake of the coronavirus crisis.

Around 500 hospital workers and 
their supporters gathered outside 
Robert Debre hospital in Paris on 
Thursday of last week. They were 
met with police repression, at least 
three arrests and dozens of fines for 
joining a “gathering of more than 
ten people”. 

Laurent, a nurse, told the crowd 
that workers don’t want medals but 
“salary increases and a properly run 
health service”. 

“We are neither robots nor war 
machines,” she said. “We deserve 
to be recognised as caregivers and 
to have the government’s support.”

Demonstrations also took place 
recently in Nantes, Toulouse, Rouen 
and Clermont-Ferrand. 

At Toulouse’s Purpan  teaching 
 hospital, the CGT union said around 
1,000 people took part, includ-
ing health workers, Yellow Vests, 
campaign groups and political 
organisations.

Major demonstrations were 
planned this week in Paris, Besancon 
and other cities. At Bordeaux 
University hospital  protests were 
planned for Thursday—unions there 
have given notice of strikes but their 
leaders have not yet called the action.

Health unions and  campaign 
g r o u p s  a r e 
 d e m a n d i n g 
more and better 

equipment, a pay increase of £270 
a month and the recruitment of at 
least 10,000 additional full-time 
workers. They also want an end to 
hospital closures and the abolition 
of private sector “accounting logic” 
in the health service. 

U n i o n s  p l a n  n a t i o n a l 
 demonstrations on 16 June.

Annette, who works in an 
 intensive care unit in Paris, told 
Socialist Worker, “The government 
said it was going to give every health 
worker a bonus of 1,500 euros. 

“Then it turned out that this 
would apply only in the most 
hard-hit regions and that everyone 
else would get 500 euros. Then it 
restricted the payout in the worst 
regions to the hospitals that had 
seen the most patients. 

“One day we’re all getting 
1,500—the next it’s less than half 
of us.” 

On Monday the health min-
istry held a meeting with 300 
 representatives of unions and other 
groups representing medical staff. 
It’s designed to take the heat out of 
the feeling for change, which existed 
strongly before the  lockdown and 
has now accelerated.

The process is overseen by Nicole 
Notat, a former right wing head of 
the CFDT union. Her  appointment 
caused outrage because she is 
well-known for her support for the 
1995 welfare “reforms” that led 
to the biggest strike movement in 
France since the 1968 revolt. 

It’s clear that, as for governments 
everywhere, Macron’s main thrust 
is to restart the profits of big busi-
ness. Easing the lockdown and reo-
pening some schools has seen at 
least 25 new clusters of Covid-19 
infection and more than 70 cases 
directly linked to schools.

BACK STORY
lThere was a huge movement 
for change in France before 
coronavirus 
lIt included big strikes and the 
Yellow Vest movement on the 
streets 
lA mood of no going back 
to “business as usual” has 
accelerated during the crisis
lDemonstrations by health 
workers outside hospitals are 
one sign of it 

 Fresh protests erupt in Hong Kong 
MASS PROTESTS have erupted 
in Hong Kong against a plan 
by the Chinese government to 
impose a new security law.

They follow a huge 
pro‑democracy movement that 
swept Hong Kong last year.

Police attacked demonstrators 
with water cannon and tear gas 
during thousands‑strong protests 
on Sunday. Demonstators 
gathered in the Causeway Bay 
and Wan Chai districts wearing 
face masks to protect against 
coronavirus.

The actions defied a ban on 
large public gatherings and an 
eight‑person limit on groups.

The proposed new law would 
ban “treason, secession, sedition 
and subversion” in Hong Kong. 

Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam 
has backed it.

Activists fear it would make it 
much easier for the Chinese state 
to target its political opponents 
in the territory. Pro‑democracy 
campaigner Joshua Wong asked, 
“How many will be prosecuted? 
How many groups will be 
replaced? Will we be transferred 
to China?”

Freedoms
Others said the law would end 
the “one country, two systems” 
deal that means people in Hong 
Kong have more freedoms.

Protesters on Sunday chanted, 
“Free Hong Kong,” and, “Hong 
Kong independence is the only 
way out.” 

The proposed law could see 
such slogans banned.

It could also allow China to              
set up its own law enforcement 

agencies in Hong Kong to 
“safeguard national security”. 
China’s government said it is 
needed to “prevent, stop and 
punish” protests.

Some protesters smashed 
the windows of 
clothing store 
A Bathing Ape, 
whose owner 
is seen as 
pro‑China. 
Demonstrators 
pulled 
mannequins 
from the shop’s 
window display 
and used them as 
roadblocks. More 
street protests 
are being 
planned for 
Wednesday.

 Brazil’s Jair Bolsonaro government in crisis 
BRAZIL’S soaring cases 
of coronavirus, and 
growing splits in Jair 
Bolsonaro’s government, 
are shaking the 
foundations of the far 
right president’s rule.

By the end of Friday 
of last week, Brazil had 
become the country 
with the second highest 
number of coronavirus 
cases in the world. It now 
has more than 330,000 

recorded cases—though 
the true figure is probably 
higher—and more than 
21,000 deaths.

And Brazil’s economy 
isn’t growing in the way 
bosses had hoped. 

As the scale of the 
coronavirus crisis in the 
country grows, it seems 
a growing number of 
people at the top of 
society want Bolsonaro 
gone.

Justice minister Sergio 
Moro resigned at the end 
of April. 

He said Bolsonaro 
had tried to get rid 
of Rio de Janeiro’s 
police chief to protect 
family members under 
investigation. 

It is something 
apparently proved by 
leaked video from a 
cabinet meeting made 
public last Saturday. 

Amid splits at the top, 
there are signs of the 
sort of resistance that 
could move Bolsonaro’s 
crisis out of the hands of 
Brazil’s rulers. 

There have been 
reports of some 
demonstrations by 
health workers, and 
marches from the favela 
slums by poor people 
who feel abandoned to 
the virus.

A DEMONSTRATION outside the Robert Debre hospital in Paris last week

Carrie Lam—dictator

A c artoon from the CGT union 
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Lives saved if 
Corbyn won
A BRUTAL truth about 
the pandemic is that, if 
Jeremy Corbyn had won 
the general election, 
thousands of people 
would still be alive.

They have died 
because of the 
ideologically-driven 
incompetence of the Tory 
government.

Another point worth 
making is that the 
anti-Corbyn media giving 
Johnson such an easy 
ride would still be going 
after Corbyn with all the 
venom they can muster. 

John Newsinger
Brighton

Rely on your 
own power
DAVE LYYDDON raises 
the question of union 
leaders—and their lack 
of leadership (Socialist 
Worker, 20 May). 

He quoted SWP 
founder Tony Cliff to 
make his point. 

A better quote from 
him is, “Union leaders 
are like rusty wheel 
barrows—they only go as 
far as they are pushed.”

When I worked in 
engineering in the 1960s 
we found asbestos in 
exhaust systems and I 
told the shop steward 
how dangerous it was.

We met management 
and the factory doctor 
who told us it was safe. 

Unconvinced, we 
called a meeting and 
work stopped until all the 
asbestos was removed.

There is nothing 
like a quick walkout to 
solve these problems—
especially if the bosses 
are out to kill you.

Roger Cox
West London

More mental 
health action
IAIN FERGUSON and 
Sarah Bates make some 
important points in 
their article about how 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
is having an impact 
on people’s mental 
wellbeing (Socialist 
Worker, 13 May).

Long established 
social and economic 
inequalities are being 
brought out into the 
open, as is the stigma 
faced by people living 
with mental distress.

Workers have been 
fighting for better access 
to services and to 
challenge prejudice since 
before the pandemic. 
Their efforts though are 
needed more than ever.

Adam Colclough
Stoke-on-Trent

Just a 
thought...

March for prisoners’ release 

War on Basques grows in virus crisis
READERS OF Socialist 
Worker will doubtless 
know that the Basque 
resistance organisation 
ETA disbanded in 2018.

However, even today, 
much suffering remains.

There are still over 
240 Basque prisoners in 
Spanish and French jails.

They suffer a policy of 
dispersion, which sends 
them away from their 
homes to prisons far away.

It is an exceptional 
measure applied to 
Basque political prisoners 
and is designed to isolate 
them. Basque prisoners 
get no parole and even 

seriously ill prisoners 
get no early release or 
transfer to hospitals. 
Instead they are forced to 
serve their full sentences.

This week a hundred 
experts and elected 
officials have asked the 

Spanish and French 
governments to apply the 
measures proposed by the 
United Nations and the 
Council of Europe, and 
release prisoners who are 
especially vulnerable to 
Covid-19.

Patxi Ruiz, imprisoned 
since 2002, undertook a 
hunger and thirst strike 
on 11 May against the 
way he is being harassed 
and threatened by prison 
screws. Authorities refuse 
to meet his lawyers or 
allow for doctors of his 
own choice to visit him.

Karlos Xardel
London

How meat 
is making 
a killing
YOU ARE right to point to 
the coronavirus chaos in 
the German meat industry 
(Socialist Worker, 20 May). 

Recently 330 people 
tested positive for Covid-19 
at the Muller Fleisch site in 
Pforzheim.

The firm has a turnover 
of almost one billion euros. 

The regional medical 
authority saw no reason to 
close Muller down.

Almost half of the 
workforce in the German 
meat industry are migrants 
from Romania and other 
eastern European countries. 

They work for 
subcontractors for three to 
six months and live in 
extremely cramped 
conditions—three people 
share a room, paying 250 
euros per bed per month.

The company says this is 
not their responsibility. 

Muller told the press 
they didn’t want to 
interfere with the workers’ 
habits of “convivial living”.

The health and safety 
body for the state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia last year 
checked 30 meat plants 
employing 17,000 workers 
and found 8,752 violations. 

These included shifts of 
16 hours, locked safety 
exits, no electronic time 
registration and removal of 
safety equipment in order 
to speed up production. 

Health offices scattered 
around the country have no 
standardised work 
procedures.

Yet the Frankfurt health 
office reassured everyone 
only a few days ago, saying 
they weren’t expecting a 
second wave of Covid-19 in 
the course of the year.

David Paenson
Frankfurt, Germany

Fight for BAME workers
IT IS clear that people from 
Black, Asian or Minority 
Ethnic (BAME) backgrounds 
are hit disproportionately 
by Covid-19.

Many theories have been 
offered as to why this is—
from an increased incidence 
of underlying health 
conditions to being more 
likely to be in frontline roles 
or on zero hour contracts. 

The common thread 
tying these factors together 
is racism. 

Racism also impacts on 
health. BAME people tend 
to experience poor health 
at an earlier age.

At my hospital, the unions 

have been jointly arguing for 
BAME to be included as “an 
independent factor” in staff 
risk assessments to ensure 
they are protected.

We have also fought for 
all staff—including those 
outsourced by the NHS—to 
receive sick pay if they catch 
Covid-19. Additionally, the 
pandemic has highlighted 
the lack of representation of 
BAME people in our 
management.

It is our job to fight for a 
fairer world where ethnicity 
does not dictate the length 
of your life.

Jenny Leow
East London 

Why are the press ignoring 
the Covid-19 gender gap? 
I WAS struck this week by the 
mainstream media’s lack of 
interest in the latest report from 
the Fawcett Society.

The differential impact of 
Covid-19 on BAME communities 
has been widely reported but little 
attention has been given to the 
issue of women and the pandemic. 

In March the Fawcett Society 
urged women aged 18 to 75 to fill 
in an online survey.

Now, as lockdown is wound 
down, the report is emphatic—
Covid-19 is a feminist issue.

Although men are more likely to 
die, 61 percent of women report 
severe anxiety and feeling 
hopeless about the future 
compared to 47 percent of men. 

This may be because a third of 
women have lost their jobs 
compared to a quarter of men.

Clearly, women suffer double 
discrimination—as both parents 
and carers of elderly relatives. 

More women than men have 
voluntarily helped isolated 
neighbours. But despite this, they 
are more likely to adhere to the 
social distancing rules, adding to 
their sense of dislocation.

It is unsurprising then that 
women are more worried about 
the easing of lockdown, with 
70 percent concerned about 
leaving the house, compared to 
57 percent of men.

For socialist feminists the report 
is a refreshing reminder of the 

battles that second and third wave 
activists spearheaded.

For Marxist feminists the role 
female labour plays in wage 
depreciation is shown by how 
quickly the service industry has 
shed its female workforce and 
forced them back into unpaid 
domestic drudgery.

The challenge posed by the 
report is surely to translate its 
findings into effective campaigning 
against the extension of austerity. 

Now more than ever we need to 
mobilise against suggestions that 
we are “all in it together” and build 
unity between male and female 
workers on the Covid frontline. 

A S Vambe
East London

Il
lu

s
t
r

a
t
Io

n
: t

Im
 s

a
n

d
e
r

s



 WINNERS
AND LOSERS 
 IN COVID-19 
 BRITAIN
W

E ARE not “all in this 
together”. Covid-19 
is not some great 
equaliser that brings 
everyone together, 
but rather a crisis 

that is deepening the fissures in an 
already unequal society.

For the bosses and bankers, they keep 
clawing in profits regardless of the scale 
of human misery.

Sections of the rich are getting richer 
even while hundreds of millions of ordi-
nary people are pushed into poverty.

Corporate giants are choosing to grab 
money from furlough schemes rather 
than dip into their vast wealth to pay 
wages. And yet more workers are being 
sacked while bosses mercilessly look for 
new ways to trouser profits.

Amazon is a good example. Online 
delivery orders have boomed for 
the firm, which has seen its net sales 
worldwide rise by 26 percent to  
£62 billion in the first quarter of 2020.

Billionaire founder Jeff Bezos boasted 
that, “This is demonstrating the adapt-
ability and durability of Amazon’s busi-
ness as never before, but it’s also the 
hardest time we’ve ever faced.”

Times aren’t so hard for Bezos, whose 
personal net worth has shot up by  
30 percent in the last two months—to 
£121 billion.

His profits are rising because the firm 
has increased some prices during the 
pandemic and forced staff to work in 
dangerous conditions.

But it’s a different picture for former 
Amazon workers Emily Cunningham 
and Maren Costa. 

They were sacked in April for organ-
ising a petition demanding improved 
health and safety, and arguing the firm 
shut down during the pandemic 

“I don’t regret standing up with my 
co-workers,” said Costa. 

“This is about human lives and the 
future of humanity. In this crisis, we must 
stand up for what we believe in, have 
hope, and demand from our corporations 
and employers basic decency that’s been 
lacking in this crisis.” 

While Bezos counts his ever-grow-
ing pile of money, Amazon in the US 
last week announced it was ending its 
“crisis special” $2 dollar per hour extra 
pay and double overtime for all Amazon 
workers at the end of the month.

WINNERS HEDGE FUNDS
HEDGE FUND fat cats are rubbing their hands with glee at the opportunities 
to get stinking rich during the crisis.

Hedge funds are private investment companies that bet on the 
movement of shares, debts, commodities and currencies. In a space of 
just three weeks, wealthy hedge fund manager and key Tory donor Crispin 
Odey has netted £115 million.

Hedge fund Citadel pocketed £43 billion from Easyjet’s collapse after 
short selling—taking shares “on loan”, selling them immediately and buying 
them back at a lower price. Analysis from the Evening Standard newspaper 
suggests that hedge funds pocketed £1.48 billion from shortselling.

Meanwhile, Easyjet bosses have grabbed a £600 million loan from the 
government and put thousands of workers on furlough.

The firm used the government schemes despite its shareholders being 
paid £171 million in March.

     

WINNERS DELIVERY FIRMS
LOCKDOWN MEASURES are great news for firms that provide home 
comforts. TV and film services are booming—Netflix rammed £365 million 
more in the first quarter of 2020 than in 2019.

Food delivery and takeaway services are raking it in—their sales have 
risen by 8.7 percent. Firms such as Deliveroo and JustEat are able to boost 
revenues partly because of appalling working conditions.

Workers are classed as “self employed”—so they are on zero hours 
contracts with no sick pay, holiday entitlement or redundancy packages.

Deliveroo said 3,000 more restaurants signed up to its service in 
March. With the reopening of pubs and restaurants set to happen slowly, 
the food delivery apps could be sitting on a goldmine.

WINNERS BIG PHARMA
THE RACE to find a Covid-19 vaccine is on—and pharmaceutical companies 
are desperate to get a slice of the profits.

Drugs firm AstraZeneca has won the contract to manufacture any 
vaccine that passes the University of Oxford’s trials. The firm has already 
been paid £820 million by the US government for the development, 
production and delivery of the vaccine.

The drive for a coronavirus vaccine comes when companies are already 
hiking up the prices of essential medicine. Health care is dominated by big 
pharma—drug companies that have a monopoly on medicine.

And the problem is only getting worse.
In the US, two thirds of adults report that prescription drug prices have 

increased since 2017. And the NHS in Britain paid inflated prices of £18.2 
billion to private drug firms in 2017-18.

     

WINNERS THE RICH
THE RICH aren’t feeling the pinch during the pandemic—some are grabbing 
even more money than before. James Dyson topped the Sunday Times Rich 
List after increasing his net worth by £3.6 billion in a year. And a report by 
a US think tank showed that the total net worth of US billionaires jumped 
by 15 percent during 18 March and 19 May. It showed that the top five US 
billionaires saw their wealth grow by £62 billion in just two months.

LOSER A FURLOUGHED WORKER
AROUND 6.3 million workers in Britain have been furloughed, leaving many 
people anxious about their jobs in the future.

Bosses are using the scheme to keep paying workers, without dipping 
into their cash. But many workers are waiting weeks to see any wages 
come in at all—plunging some into poverty.

Ellie, who worked for a firm organising NHS surveys, had to wait seven 
weeks until receiving her furloughed wages. And she was unable to claim 
Universal Credit under the rules of the scheme.

“It was soul destroying,” she told Socialist Worker. “I felt utterly 
abandoned by the state and my mental health suffered as a result. If I had 
no family or friends around me, I don’t know what I would have done.”

LOSER DELIVERY DRIVERS
DESPITE DEMAND for food delivery going up, delivery workers are struggling 
to make ends meet.

Ben is a bike rider at Deliveroo and told Socialist Worker, “During the 
last six weeks, the most I have earned has been £70 in one week.”

Competition between workers is fierce—and Ben explains that although 
orders have increased “tenfold” he rarely earns above £20 a week.

And callous Deliveroo bosses are withholding critical personal protective 
equipment in an effort to force drivers and riders to work harder.

“Two weeks into the lockdown, management announced to riders that we 
will only get PPE if we have completed ten or more orders in the last two 
weeks,” said Ben. When he had received his only pack of PPE, it “consisted 
of two surgical masks and 250 millilitres of hand sanitiser”.

LOSER HEALTH WORKERS
LOW PAID health workers face contracting the virus every day—yet they are 
reporting that it’s still difficult to access vital PPE.

Many are outsourced to private firms and are paid the minimum wage 
on temporary contracts. Adam, who cleans a hospital in Sheffield, said 
workers are battling low pay, long hours and risk of infection.

“People have to work 40 hours a week just to keep their family afloat,” 
he said. “It wouldn’t surprise me if cleaners at my hospital got the 
virus as many work on positive wards. And as with every other work in 
hospitals it is very hard to get your hands on PPE.”

LOSER DISABLED PEOPLE
CORONAVIRUS HAS made disabled peoples’ lives harder as they are forced 
to pay for critical care and essential services.

Disability activist Ellen Clifford told Socialist Worker, “This crisis is 
showing just how little the state cares about disabled people.

“They are having to order food online and high demand means having to 
go to more expensive places. And disabled people who need care at home 
are footing the bill for PPE.”

Disabled people face higher living costs anyway—and Covid-19 means 
that their finances are stretched thinner than ever.

LOSER DOMESTIC WORKERS
GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE on 10 May suggested that nannies, au pairs, 
cleaners and other domestic workers were free to go back to work.

But many nannies and au pairs have said bosses had already pushed 
them to work throughout the lockdown—putting themselves and their 
families at risk.

“I was forced to quit my job as a nanny,” Susan told Socialist Worker.
“My employer was breaching guidelines continuously. I have a moderate 

risk family member. But my boss wouldn’t furlough me because they 
needed me.

“They told me I needed to come in or quit.”
Working class women like Susan are putting their lives on the line to 

make life easier for rich parents who have enough money to outsource 
their childcare.

LOSING OUT—health workers LOSING OUT—delivery driver LOSING OUT—Disability activist Ellen LOSING OUT—furloughed worker Ellie
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ 
labour creates all profit. A 
socialist society can only be 
constructed when the working 
class seizes control of the means  
of production and  democratically 
plans how they are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

WHAT’S ON       Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600
12

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquires@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and at the time given for your 
local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

BIRMINGHAM

Trump  versus China—
coronavirus and imperialism 
Wed 3 June,
7pm
291-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY

Coronavirus, capitalism 
and the economic crisis
Wed 3 June, 8pm
352-891-2411
BRADFORD

After Sanders—where 
next for the US left? 
Thu 4 June, 7pm
853 0075 0272
BURNLEY & PENDLE

Why is the world 
economy in crisis?
Wed 3 June, 7.30pm
446-409-5118
CAMBRIDGE

Coronavirus—is 
science neutral? 
Thu 4 June, 
5pm
681-800-4408

CARDIFF

How capitalism 
makes us sick 
Wed 3 June, 7pm
630-181-4857
CHESTERFIELD

Coronavirus, the family 
and women’s liberation 
Thu 4 June, 
6.30pm
829-532-8731
COVENTRY

Eugenics, coronavirus 
and capitalist crisis 
Wed 3 June, 7.30pm
587-183-5359
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH

Is science neutral? Wed 3 June, 
8pm
396-573-1805
EDINBURGH 

Coronavirus, conspiracy 
theories and fake news 
Wed 3 June, 
7.30pm 
737-521-8605

EXETER

Where does racism 
come from?
Wed 3 June,  7pm
306-675-029
GLASGOW

The Ghetto fights—the 
Warsaw uprising 
Thu 4 June,  7pm
871 1958 4397
HARLOW

From  the Second World 
War  to coronavirus—why 
we’re not all in it together
Thu 4 June,  7.30pm
633-929-2968
HUDDERSFIELD

Where does racism 
come from? 
Wed 3 June,   6.30pm
234 919 9440
HOME COUNTIES 

After Starmer’s election—is 
Corbynism dead?  
Thu 4 June, 
7.30pm
Go to bit.ly/SWmeets 

KENT

Coronavirus and 
BAME people
Fri 5 June, 
7.30pm 434-623-8064
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE

Eugenics, coronavirus 
and capitalist  crisis 
Thu 4 June,  7pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS

Eugenics, coronavirus 
and capitalist crisis 
Thu 4 Jun,  
6.30pm
856-912-7408
LIVERPOOL

A rebel’s guide to Engels 
Wed 3 June, 
7pm
493-925-5919
LONDON - HACKNEY

Trump verus China—
coronavirus and imperialism 
Thu 4 June, 
7.30pm
798-534-2585

LONDON - HARINGEY

Trump, China and 
the pandemic 
Wed 3 June, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: SOUTH

Capitalism, mental health 
and coronavirus 
Wed 3 June, 
7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS

Is another education 
possible?
Wed 3 June, 
7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON - WALTHAM FOREST

How can workers 
run society? 
Wed 3 June, 7.30pm
543-030-057
MANCHESTER

Is science neutral? 
Wed 3 June, 7pm
873 8714 8262

NORWICH

Coronavirus, capitalism 
and economic crisis 
Wed 3 June, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299
NOTTINGHAM AND DERBY

Why are the mainstream 
media biased? 
Wed 3 June, 
7pm
354-874-4790
OXFORD

Coronavirus, capitalism and 
mental health  
Thu 4 June, 6.30pm
819-8375-8981
PORTSMOUTH

Class, power and 
revolution in Sudan —
unfinished revolution? 
Wed 3 June, 
7.30pm
488-934-2909 
SHEFFIELD AND  SOUTH 

YORKSHIRE

Lenin at 150: why his 
ideas still matter 
Thu 4 June, 7pm
529-174-9278
SWANSEA

After Bernie Sanders—
where next for the US left?
Thu 4 June, 7.30pm
248-448-3170
YORK & SCARBOROUGH

Is another education 
possible? Wed 3 June, 7pm
827-489-7492

THE PANDEMIC, 
IMPERIALISM AND  
THE GLOBAL SOUTH
BOLTON AND  WIGAN
Fri 5 June,
 7pm
604-325-1447

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 4 June, 
6.30pm
874-012-7970

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 3 June, 
7pm
811-4659-1877
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BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
A Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to Engels 
by Camilla Royle 
£4

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Hegel and Revolution
by Terry Sullivan and 
Donny Gluckstein, £7
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 The Public is a good story, if a little heavy-handed
FILM
THE PUBLIC
Available to stream at 
curzonhomecinema.com 
£4.99

THIS FILM about a group 
of homeless people who 
occupy a public library 
has recently become 
available on Curzon Home 
Cinema.

Director Emilio Estevez 
also stars as Stuart 
Goodson, a librarian in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Every day homeless 
people queue outside the 
library waiting to get in 

and use the bathroom. 
Most stay for the rest of 

the day, the library being 
one of the only places they 
can shelter without having 
to spend money.

But when a sudden cold 
snap hits, and they face 
having to sleep outside 
in freezing temperatures, 
they decide to occupy the 
library. 

Goodson, a former 
homeless person himself, 
decides to side with them.

The situation rapidly 
escalates into a standoff 
with the police, politicians 
and the media.

It’s a well-meaning 

film that wants to make 
some fairly obvious 
points about inequality, 
prejudice and political 
priorities.

But though not too 
heavy-going, it is a bit 
heavy-handed.

Most of the characters 
are a little one-
dimensional—more like 
caricatures, there to make 
a none too subtle point.

There’s the mayoral 
candidate who hopes a 
police invasion to clear 
out the library will help 
his campaign. 

There’s the ambitious 
young reporter 

more interested in 
sensationalism than 
getting the story right. 

And there’s the self-
righteous, liberal who 
balks at joining in and 
supporting the homeless 
occupiers.

Unfortunately, most of 
the homeless characters 
are reduced to single 
characteristics too. 

Only Jackson—played 
by Michael Kenneth 
Williams, best known as 
Omar in The Wire—gets 
more of a personality.

It’s a good story. But it 
all feels a bit forced and 
clunky.

 Far-fetched series shows up  
 a brutal corporate culture
This new Netflix show stars Eric Cantona as a man fallen on hard times given 
a second chance. But its outlandish plot fails to score, says Sophie Squire
INHUMAN RESOURCES, a six-part 
Netflix series, is an entertaining yet 
unbelievable look at alienation and 
the cut-throat world of big business.

Based on the book by Pierre 
Lemaitre, it stars ex-footballer 
Eric Cantona as unemployed Alain 
Delambre.

Six years ago Alain was a human 
resources manager at a middle sized 
company, but was sacked for being 
too old.

Since then Alain hasn’t been 
employed in a stable job, and been 
doing precarious work such as 
 passing out leaflets and working in 
warehouses.

Much of the first part of the series 
shows how financial strain is deeply 
damaging to Alain and his relation-
ship with his partner and family. 

Lingering shots of mould on walls 
and an unfinished kitchen show just 
how much the family is struggling. 

And what Inhuman Resources does 
well is show the alienation many of 
us experience both in the workplace 
and out. 

At one point Alain says, “I’ll either 
get this job or I’ll die.” 

Silly
But what starts quite promisingly 
becomes ultimately just a little bit 
silly.

A company offers Alain a job inter-
view, which he passes to go to round 
two of the hiring process. 

He is then told that he will be 
interrogating executives to see who 
is the most loyal to the company and 
who should be sacked. 

But he will do this in a hostage 
situation.

The company not only wants to 
lay off executives, but more than a 

thousand workers in one of their fac-
tories. So the hostage plan is devised 
to find the toughest human resources 
manager in all of France and to get 
rid of executives.

Alain turns from a downtrodden 
depressed worker to a tough guy par-
tial to violence in pursuit of this job. 

He fights with his partner and even 
steals from his daughter.

It’s a story of how people go to 
great lengths to get jobs and to 
survive. 

And it’s about the dehumanising 
lengths big business will plumb to 
keep making profit. The unbelievable 

plot undermines the point.
The series is trying to say, look at 

what this system does to desperate 
people. 

But really that message is lost to an 
overdramatic and bloated plot.
Inhuman Resources is out now on 
Netflix

ERIC CANTONA as hostage-taker Alain Delambre

Emilio Estevez directs and stars

DOCUMENTARY 
WOMEN MAKE FILM: A ROAD 
MOVE THROUGH CINEMA
Available to stream on BFI 
player subscription service 
player.bfi.org.uk

USING ALMOST a 
thousand film extracts 
from 13 decades and 
five continents, Women 
Make Film: A Road Movie 
Through Cinema looks 
at some of the world’s 
greatest directors—all of 
them women.

This epic, five years in 
the making, is made up of 
40 “chapters” narrated by 
Tilda Swinton, Jane Fonda, 
Adjoa Andoh, Sharmila 
Tagore, Kerry Fox, Thandie 
Newton and Debra Winger.

Over a 14-hour boxset, 
it looks at how films are 
made, shot and edited.

It focuses on great 
films made exclusively by 
women, the techniques 
they used—and what they 
can teach us about cinema.

PLAY 
THIS HOUSE
Thu 28 May until Thu 4 Jun. 
From 7pm 
Free at the National Theatre’s 
YouTube channel  
bit.ly/NT-YouTube

IT’S 1974, and Britain has 
a hung Parliament. The 
corridors of Westminster 
are full of infighting and 
backstabbing.

During this era of chaos, 
a staggering number of 
politicians die and age-old 
traditions are thrown aside. 

This House enjoyed two 
sold-out National Theatre 
runs, filmed live on stage 
in 2013, and a West End 
transfer. 

The National Theatre 
calls it “a timely, moving 
and funny insight into 
the workings of British 
politics”.

Poster for Women Make Film

Dodgy dealings in This House



HISTORY & THEORY14 15
Socialist Worker  27 May 2020 Socialist Worker  27 May 2020

T
HE coronavi-
rus pandemic 
has laid bare 
the grotesque 
inequal i t ies 
between rich 

and poor countries.  Those 
inequalities are the result 
of centuries of a capitalist 
society that benefits only 
the rich.

At the beginning of the 
coronavirus crisis the US 
had 120,000 ventilators and 
Britain 8,000. 

That’s still far too few. 
But compare it to Africa. 
Across the whole continent 
there were just 2,000 work-
ing machines serving hun-
dreds of millions of people 
across 41 countries, accord-
ing to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO). 

Only five of them are in 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, a country of almost 
90 million people where  
72 percent live below £1.50 
a day. 

This inequality is rooted 
in a legacy of plunder by 
Western powers, in how cap-
italism developed and how 
it continues to do over the 
Global South. 

Capitalism—a system that 
sees bosses exploit workers to 
maximise profits—perpetuates 
inequality.  

This isn’t just about rich and 
poor countries. Inequality exists 
in both the Global North and 
the Global South. Alongside 
immense poverty in Africa, for 
example, its 20 billionaires are 
now “worth” £60.2 billion—up 
from £56.73 billion a year ago. 

European imperialism and 
colonialism turned the clock 
back on society in Africa. 
Through the slave trade, the 
early capitalists gained the 
money that would finance 
Britain’s industrial growth and 
exploitation of workers. 

This violent process saw 
more than 12 million people 
forcibly taken from West Africa 
to North America and the 
Caribbean between 1600 and 
1850. By this time, the popula-
tion of West and Central Africa 
was 25 million—half of what it 
would have been if there had 
been no slave trade. 

Destroyed
The slave trade destroyed 
African societies and subordi-
nated African development to 
the needs of European powers. 

Trade and technological 
innovation stagnated as local 
economies became geared 
towards the slave market.

Writing in 1867, Karl Marx 
described how European 
powers plundered the world. 

“The colonies secured a 
market for the budding manufac-
tures, and, through the monop-
oly of the market, an increased 
accumulation,” he said. 

“The treasures captured 
 outside Europe by undisguised 
looting, enslavement, and 
murder, floated back to the 
mother-country and were there 
turned into capital.” 

In India “the monopolies 

of salt, opium, betel and 
other commodities, were 
inexhaustible mines of wealth”. 
The colonisers “fixed the price 
and plundered at will” and 
“great fortunes sprang up like 
mushrooms in a day”.

The imperialist powers 
developed industries that they 
wanted to get their hands on, 
and smashed those that posed 
a threat to their own.

Either through direct rule, 
puppet rulers or financial might, 
European powers subordinated 

weaker countries. Their brutal-
ity also spurred resistance, and 
sometimes solidarity from ordi-
nary people living in the impe-
rialist powers. 

After the Second World War, 
national liberation movements 
and economic decline forced 
Europe to abandon its colonies. 

The new ruling classes of the 
former colonies tried to build 
up their economies. But they 
had been set back and couldn’t 
make up the gap easily. 

And which country developed 

was shaped by the imperialist 
priorities of the big powers, the 
US and Stalinist Russia, during 
the Cold War. 

South Korea and Taiwan are 
talked up as success stories of 
capitalism making poor coun-
tries rich. 

In fact, the US handed  
$13 billion of military and 
economic aid to South Korea 
and $5.6 billion to Taiwan 
between 1946 and 1978. In 
comparison, the whole of Africa 
received only $6.89 billion in 
the same period. 

That’s because the South 
Korean  and  Ta iwanese 
dictatorships were important 
proxies in the Cold War.

At the same time the 
U S  h e l p e d  p u t  d o w n 
democratically-elected African 
governments in the name of 
“anti-Communism”.

T
ODAY, neoliber-
alism and free 
market reforms 
f u r t h e r  d r i ve 
inequality.

In the 1970s 
and 80s crisis hit the world 
economy. Some African ruling 
classes began turning to free 
market policies in the hope of 
attracting investment to get 
them out of crisis. 

In Zimbabwe, for instance, 
the former freedom fighter 

Robert Mugabe signed up to the 
Economic Structural Adjustment 
Programme in 1991.

The state slashed public 
spending, privatised compa-
nies, scrapped food subsidies 
and opened up the economy to 
multinationals. 

The International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank imposed 
free market reforms in many 
other countries. They did make 
a minority rich—but the vast 
majority of workers and the 
poor remained locked into 
poverty and debt. 

Today, rather than being 
plundered, large parts of the 
Global South are ignored by 
capital. The majority of foreign 
investments flow between the 
US, Europe and China 

This can all seem like a 
simple case of rich countries 
getting rich off the back of poor 
countries. But most people who 
live in those rich countries are 
victims of inequality and exploi-
tation too.

Unlike what’s taught in 
 mainstream economics, prof-
its aren’t “made” by billionaire 
owners or chief executives. 

It’s workers’ labour that cre-
ates value. And bosses exploit 
workers to get their hands on 
profit. “Exploitation” isn’t a 
moral term to describe  bullying 
bosses or bad working con-
ditions—although these are 
symptoms of it. 

While workers sell their 
labour power—their ability 
to work—they don’t get paid 
back the full value of what 
they create in wages. This gap 
is what Marx called “surplus 
value” and it lays the basis for 
capitalist profit. 

So working for poverty wages 
in horrific sweatshop conditions 

READ MORE
lValue, Price and Profit
By Karl Marx
Available at  
bit.ly/Marx-Value-Price-
Profit

lThe Permanent 
Revolution
By Leon Trotsky
£11

lGlobalisation and the 
Third World
By Phil Marfleet
Available at bit.ly/
globalisation-third-world

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

WHY THE 
WORLD IS 
UNEQUAL

As the coronavirus pandemic exposes the gulf between 
rich and poor, Tomáš Tengely-Evans explains how a 
system of global capitalist exploitation creates inequality

doesn’t necessarily mean that 
workers in the Global South 
are more exploited. Workers in 
North America and Europe can 
produce more surplus value.

Bosses don’t just keep this 
surplus value to fund lavish 
lifestyles. Competition between 
capitalist states and firms forces 
them to plough it back into 
investment. 

Bosses invest in their own 
companies, but also look to 
where they can gain the highest 
return. This means capital flows 
from one company to another, 
one sector to another, one part 
of the world to another.

This is still largely within the 
“developed” countries.

Where profits flow is an indi-
cation of where capitalists think 
the centres of surplus value pro-
duction are. So Northern capi-
tal is not just parasitic on profits 
created in the South.

Global inequalities have 
led some to conclude that 
 workers in the North benefit 
from a “super exploitation” of 
the South. Of course on aver-
age workers in Africa and Asia 
are paid less than workers in 
Europe and have fewer rights. 

Solidarity
That should be a spur to global 
solidarity and common strug-
gle because no workers benefit 
from this set up. 

One version of the argument 
goes that profits made in the 
South fund higher wages and 
cheap products. 

It’s true that corporations 
selling branded clothing, for 
example, have greater leverage 
over smaller suppliers and can 
grab a bigger slice of surplus 
value. Bosses in the South 
respond by squeezing their 
workers more. 

While value does flow to 
the North, it’s capitalists—not 
workers—who benefit. 

They invest it to fund the 
further exploitation of work-
ers in order to maximise prof-
its. And they can use cheaper 
goods to justify paying workers 
in Europe and the US less. 

Sectors such as branded 
clothing don’t paint a general 
picture of capitalism. 

Where value is added in the 
supply chain isn’t always clear 
cut. So an iPad is shipped from 
Foxconn, a Taiwanese company 
based in China, but has parts 
from the US and other South 
East Asian countries.

This means value has been 
added by workers in North and 
South.  Another example is how 
many Southern bosses rely on 

high value-added machinery 
from the North in their factories. 

Writing in 1931, the Russian 
revolutionary Leon Trotsky 
acknowledged the very differ-
ent conditions of workers in 
the North and South. But he 
argued that their interests lay 
in a struggle against the system 
that exploits them both. 

 “Neither in India, nor in 
England is it possible to build 
an independent socialist soci-
ety,” he said. “Both of them 
will have to enter as parts into 
a higher whole. Upon this and 
only upon this rests the unshak-
able foundation of Marxist 
internationalism.”

Today the global working 
class is the majority. Our inter-
ests lie in a fight in North and 
South against the system that 
produces exploitation, oppres-
sion and grotesque inequalities.

WORKERS in the 
Global North and 
South are both 
exploited

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Don’t use Denmark to justify 
a return to schools

The Tories claim 
Denmark shows it’s 
safe to reopen schools.  
Paul McGarr looks 
behind their spin 

THE government and media 
are using the experience 
in Denmark to argue for 
schools to reopen here.

“Schools have started to 
return in Denmark and have 
not seen a negative impact as 
a result,” said Tory education 
secretary Gavin Williamson.

He said this showed it is 
right to reopen schools to 
wider numbers of children 
in England from 1 June. 

But the situations in 
Denmark and Britain are not 
even remotely comparable. 

Denmark’s government 
acted much quicker and 
harder in response to 
coronavirus than Britain’s. 

While tens of thousands 
of people here attended 
the Cheltenham horse 
racing festival and 
major football matches, 
Denmark locked down.

There has been far 
better testing in Denmark, 
and provision of personal 
protective equipment in 
hospitals and care homes.

As of Friday 22 May, 
36,393 people had officially 
died from  Covid-19  
in Britain—and the real 
figures are much higher. 

Scaling for the size of the 
population that is 542 deaths 
per million—the fourth worst 
death rate in the world after 
Belgium, Italy and Spain.

In Denmark only 561 
people had died from 
Covid-19 in total and the 
death rate per million 
of population is 97.

Figures
Every day since 2 May the 
number of deaths from 
Covid-19 in Denmark has 
been in single figures. 

In Britain, the number 
of deaths reported is still in 
three figures every day.

On 17 May there were zero 
new infections reported in 
Denmark. And on two recent 
days, there were zero deaths. 

There are currently 
only 137 people in Danish 
hospitals diagnosed 
with Covid-19.

If the government wants to 
follow the Danish model, fine. 
Meet these kind of figures 
first and then let’s talk about 
a wider opening of schools.

The government in 
Denmark is far from perfect. 

But it has set up a National 
Test Centre and is already 
testing 10,000 people a day, 
with plans to step that up. 

Scaling for the size of the 
population that is equivalent 
to testing 120,000 people 
here every single day. 

Modelling was published 
before some businesses and 
schools started a limited 
reopening. It looked at 
various scenarios and their 
possible impact on the R 
reproduction number—how 
many people an infected 
person will infect. 

When it came to schools, 
unions were a full part 
of the agreement. 

Not a single teacher has 
become infected in Denmark 
since the limited reopening.

At first R rose from 
around 0.5 to about 0.9, as 
predicted by the modelling. 

But it has now fallen for 
the last couple of weeks 
and is around 0.6.

Nonsense
The guidance that all schools 
must follow is very detailed 
and precise, and a far cry 
from the nonsense our 
government has published.

It covers regular 
handwashing—not just 
on entry, but on every 
change of room or following 
any close contact. 

All surfaces, tables, handles 
and equipment must be 
cleaned at least twice a day 
and anything that can’t be 
safely used is locked away.

As far as possible activities 
take place outdoors.

The recommended social 
distancing is six square 
metres per child for the 
youngest—nursery age—
children and four square 
metres for older primary—
reception/year 1—children.

What has happened 
in Denmark is a totally 
different picture to the 
situation we face in Britain.

A PROTEST against unsafe reopening of schools

Workers sell 
their ability to 
work—but don’t 
get paid back 
the full value

‘‘ Denmark’s 
government 
acted much 
quicker than 
Britain’s

‘‘ 
Karl Marx

INEQUALITY IS about more than just rich and poor countries

COMMENT‘‘ ’’

Gavin Williamson
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BILLIONAIRE JAMES Dyson remains at the top of the Sunday Times Rich List while workers suffer

by CHARLIE KIMBER

A WORKERS’ revolt has 
stopped a return to work at 
a Wiltshire engineering firm 
owned by Sir James Dyson, 
Britain’s richest man.

One  worker  a t  the 
Malmesbury plant told 
Socialist Worker, “It bub-
bled up when we were just 
ordered back with no notice. 
It was a very angry response.”

Company management 
told staff who were working 
from home to return to the 
office this week.

But they were forced to 
cancel the plan when workers 
angrily rejected the move.

In an email sent by group 
chief executive Roland 
Krueger, the company said 
it had “reviewed the practi-
calities” and decided not to 
implement the proposal.

One staff member, who 
spoke to the Guardian on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the company had caved in 
after a furious reaction from 
its workforce.

“Everyone  was  very 
unhappy,” said the source. 
“It was pretty rough. As a 
company we were pretty 

proud of James [Dyson] a 
few weeks ago, trying to 
make a difference with the 
CoVent [medical ventilator] 
project.

“But in a few weeks it’s 

all turned around. If they’d 
had their way, there would 
have been 2,500 people in 
the office and I’d estimate 
60 percent could work from 
home with a low impact.”

Dyson was revealed in this 
month’s Sunday Times Rich 
List as Britain’s wealthiest 
man. 

He is said to have a fortune 
of £16.2 billion.

Steve Turner, assistant 
general secretary of the Unite 
union, said, “This is an impor-
tant example of how many 
employers will interpret 
weak, unclear and confusing 

messages about a safe return 
to work from government.

“Dyson workers who 
should still be working from 
home, have been able to 
collectively push back against 
their employer.

“Unite will back to the hilt 
any of its members who find 
themselves in this position and 
would encourage all workers 
to stand together, act in 
solidarity like those at Dyson 
and stay safe in these difficult 
times to help us all save lives.”

But far too often union 
leaders are buying into the 
idea that getting “Great 
Britain PLC” back to work 
means accepting a speedy 
return to work.

That inevitably means 
profits come before health.

The revolt we have seen 
over schools reopening in 
England has to be carried 
much wider into encourag-
ing a generalised rebellion 
against unsafe working.

If that happened Boris 
Johnson would be in real 
trouble.

More online
For more go to  
www.socialistworker.co.uk

 Dyson workers pull rug from under bosses’ feet
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What happens to the data gathered by tracing apps? 
THE government’s 
new app—currently 

being trialled on the Isle 
of Wight—has prompted 
fears from security experts 
and tech companies. 

The app runs in 
the background of 
smartphones. If a person 
develops Covid-19 
symptoms, the app can 
notify everyone they came 
into contact with, and 
advise them to isolate. 

Research by cyber 
security experts Chris 
Culnane and Vanessa 
Teague found that the 
app doesn’t protect 
users’ privacy and 

could be hacked.
Their analysis shows 

that the data collected 
could be used for other 
purposes, or kept forever. 

They also warned that 
hackers could prevent 
alerts being set out 
warning of outbreaks.

This would effectively 
render the app useless.

The research says 
collecting all information 
centrally makes it more 
vulnerable to hackers. 

It said that data 
should be exchanged 
between each handset 
individually instead.

“There can still 

be bugs and security 
vulnerabilities in either 
the decentralised 
or the centralised 
models,” said Teague. 

“But the big difference 
is that a decentralised 

solution wouldn’t have 
a central server with 
the recent face-to-
face contacts of every 
infected person. 

“So there’s a much 
lower risk of that database 
being leaked or abused.”

And because the data is 
unencrypted—therefore 
fairly easy to get hold 
of—it could be accessed 
by other agencies, 
such as the police.

Last week Apple and 
Google, the giant firms 
that run most software 
on smartphones, said the 
government’s method 
doesn’t protect data.

They released their own 
software updates that will 
facilitate other contact 
tracing apps in countries 
such as Germany, 
Ireland and Italy. 

But the NHSX—the 
newly formed digital arm 
of the health service—
said it would press ahead 
with the planned app. 

Developing technology 
to try and track the spread 
of infection, and contain 
diseases, is a good thing. 

But there will be serious 
downsides and limitations 
as long as it takes place 
under a system based on 
competition and profit.

  Tory ‘test, track and trace’ is 
in tatters before it’s begun

JOHNSON IS ready to test you now

Security error 
for Serco

 OUTSOURCER Serco 
was found to have 

accidentally exposed the 
emails of almost 300 
contact tracers last week. 
Its contract stresses 
guaranteeing data 
security.

Serco has a history 
of grabbing bloated 
government contracts. In 
2013 it was accused of 
charging the government 
money to run the 
electronic tag system for 
people who were dead, 
had left the country or 
were in jail. 

Reports indicated that 
up to one in six of some 
16,000 tags were fake. 
The firm was forced to 
pay £3.7 million after 
an investigation by the 
Serious Fraud Office. 

Yet it grabbed another 
£70 million in 2014 
to run Yarl’s Wood 
detention centre. This 
was despite complaints 
of sexual assault and 
“inappropriate behaviour” 
by Serco workers. 

Serco fat cats have got 
rich from the privatisation 
pushed by national and 
local governments for 
decades.

It’s time to end its 
reign of chaos.

HOW DOES IT 
WORK?
Contact tracing can slow the 
spread of disease
lIf someone contracts the virus, 
tracers ask for a list of people 
they’ve had contact with
lTracers can then advise them to 
isolate
lIf any of these people fall ill, they 
are also asked for a contact list
lSome contract tracing uses apps 
that identify who people have had 
contact with
lThe app can then alert people 
who have had close contact with 
an infected person

After months of failures, Boris Johnson claims he has a new contact tracing 
strategy. But as Sarah Bates reports, the scheme is already in trouble 

 TORY FAILURES over the 
Covid-19 crisis have cost thou-

sands of lives. 
Now Boris Johnson claims a 

“world-beating” contact tracing 
system will succeed in containing the 
virus.

Contact tracing has been used to 
control diseases for decades from the 
US syphilis outbreak in the 1930s to 
the 2014 Ebola crisis in West Africa.

Johnson said his “test, track and 
trace” system would be in place by 
1 June. Yet every element of it is in 
crisis. 

The government is trialling a new 
smartphone app on the Isle of Wight. 
The rollout of the app across Britain 
has already been delayed until at 
least mid-June. 

And security experts have warned 
that it could lead to data breaches 
and interference from the state (see 
below).

Some 25,000 new workers have 
been enlisted in the “Operation 
Charcoal” human contact tracing 
scheme. Yet at least 15,000 of them 
won’t have clinical training.

Workers are already complaining 
that outsourcing giants such as Serco 
and Capita haven’t trained them 
properly.

Call centre outsourcer Sitel also 
claims to be training people as con-
tact tracers. 

One worker described how they 
were given just one day online 
 training, where a single manager 
was responsible for teaching 100 new 
recruits. 

“After the full day of training 
people were still asking the most 
basic things,” he said. 

Other recruits have been left unable 
to begin as the technology won’t work 

on their PCs and laptops. One said, 
“You can’t speak to  anybody, there 
are massive communication issues. 
It’s a ludicrous situation.”

The government didn’t have to 
start from scratch. There are roughly 
5,000 environmental health workers 
who track the spread of norovirus, 
salmonella and other outbreaks.

Expert
Health expert John Ashton said these 
“together with currently furloughed 
local government civil servants could 
be recruited into the call pool”.

And he said these workers “have 
the detailed knowledge to engage 
with their local communities and 
ensure a high-quality test, track and 
trace service”.

A well-run human contact tracing 
system would need to be backed up 
by a quicker regime of testing.

It relies on having information 
about who has coronavirus. Yet 

the Tories have refused to properly 
gather such information for months.

They began with a “herd immu-
nity” strategy of letting the virus 
spread. 

This, and the fact that the govern-
ment was woefully underprepared, 
explains why it dropped community 
testing for the virus in March.

Since then health workers, care 
home staff and other key workers 

have been unable to access tests. 
People who are tested face lengthy 
waits for their results.

The resources are there to carry 
out the vital work needed to tackle 
Covid-19. Instead of harnessing it, 
the Tories focus on handing out lucra-
tive contracts to their mates in out-
sourcing firms.

Their deliberate failings will mean 
more deaths.

State spying in 
Singapore 

 CONTACT tracing 
apps have run 

into problems across 
the world. In Australia, 
some 5.87 million people 
downloaded an app in a 
month, yet no states have 
reported using the data. 

In New York, 
millionaire Michael 
Bloomberg has his 
hands all over the 
technology. 

Bloomberg 
Philanthropies is 
“assisting in the hiring 
process” of contact 
tracers and is funding 
the development of 
three smartphone apps 
for the state. 

Some countries are 
using intensive methods 
to trace contracts. 

In South Korea, credit 
card statements, CCTV 
footage and mobile 
phone locations have 
been used. 

And in Singapore cops 
have been investigating 
knocking on people’s 
doors in an effort to 
track down those who 
might have been in close 
proximity to coronavirus 
patients. 

Appy with techonology?
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  Bankers celebrate relationship  
 with Sir Keir Starmer’s Labour
by NICK CLARK

CITY SPIVS are hailing a “sea 
change” in attitudes towards 
bankers  and bosses  f rom 
Sir Keir Starmer’s Labour Party.

The party is trying to “mend its 
ties” with bankers and show it has 
abandoned the left wing policies of 
former leader Jeremy Corbyn.

Shadow chancellor Anneliese 
Dodds and her shadow City minister 
have been schmoozing city bankers, 
says a report in the bosses’ Financial 
Times newspaper.

Labour’s shadow City minister 
Pat McFadden recently met online 
with bankers from the Investment 
Association and Standard Life 
Aberdeen.

And Dodds spoke at an online 
event organised by business advi-
sors company Cicero, attended by 
500 people including investment 
fund managers.

Cicero boss Iain Anderson said 
it showed Starmer’s Labour was 
taking a “completely different” 
approach to bankers than it did 
under Corbyn’s leadership.

“There is now an entirely 
constructive and open relationship, 
and talk of partnership with finance 
again,” he said.

Executive
And one fund management 
 executive described Labour’s 
approach as a “sea change”.

After his meeting with bankers, 
McFadden—a former aide to Tony 
Blair and business minister in 
Gordon Brown’s government—said, 
“I’ve always believed that an aspiring 
party of government should be as 
interested in wealth creation as it is 
in the fair distribution of wealth.”

It’s an echo of when Labour 
under Blair was “intensely relaxed 
about people getting filthy rich”.

The Financial Times report 
said Labour under Corbyn and his 
shadow chancellor John McDonnell 
had taken a “hostile approach” 
towards business and “alienated 
many in the City”.

In fact, Corbyn and McDonnell 
also spent a lot of time trying to 
soothe bankers and bosses.

While Corbyn spoke to bosses at 
their CBI conference, McDonnell 
told bankers they had “nothing to 
fear” from a Labour government. 

And as the Financial Times report 
says, Corbyn’s shadow City minis-
ter Jonathan Reynolds had a “good 
relationship with business”.

But it didn’t satisfy the bankers 
and bosses who hated Corbyn’s 
claims to try and partially 
nationalise some public services or 

increase corporation tax.
Reports that bankers 

are warming to Starmer’s 
Labour show they don’t 
believe his claims to 
“defend the legacy” of 
Corbyn’s leadership.

But even now their 
attitude to Labour is 
lukewarm.

 After the  meeting 
with McFadden the 

Investment Association wel-
comed a “constructive and open” 
 relationship with “political parties 
on all sides of the house.”

It said this relationship is 
 “critical, not only to the good 
 functioning of our economy but for 
our democracy too”. That’s a hint at 
the power bosses and bankers have 
over governments.

Proving that Labour is a 
“responsible” enough party to 
govern means convincing bosses 
they can trust it more than the 
Tories to protect their profits.

Starmer won’t just try to butter 
them up, but give them more of 
what they want—and put their inter-
ests over those of ordinary people.

 LABOUR’S NEW right wing leadership aren’t wasting time in schmoozing bankers and bosses

UCU UNION 

 University workers build resistance to throw out a rotten deal
by CARLO MORELLI  
UCU Scotland President (personal capacity)

A MAJOR revolt among rank 
and file UCU union members in 
universities is taking place. 

The reason for this resistance 
is the capitulation by the 
bureaucracy, and the right in 
the union, over the “four fights” 
dispute. 

Members took 22 days of 
strikes between November 2019 
and March this year over pay, 
equality, contracts, workload and 
pensions.

The action won an offer from 
the employers which provides 
some gains.

But it doesn’t represent a 
commitment from employers 
about how they would 

implement the changes, so the 
deal is nowhere near being 
acceptable. 

UCU general secretary 
Jo Grady and her supporters on 
the national executive committee 
are trying to scare members into 
accepting an ineffective deal. 

Workers are being told by 
Grady that they either have to 
accept the offer or begin a ballot 
for strikes immediately. 

But activists in branches are 
winning the argument to keep 
the dispute alive. 

Many of the largest 
branches—University College 
London, Liverpool, Edinburgh, 
Sheffield, Newcastle and Kings 
College London to name a few—
have all voted the deal down. 

Workers are fighting lack 

of security of employment 
for casualised staff, excessive 
workloads, gender and race 
discrimination and a continued 
decline in real pay.

All these issues are 
intensifying with universities’ 
responses to the Covid-19 crisis.

Activists know that the choice 
is between rejecting the deal and 
responding to the jobs onslaught 
that is upon us, or sending a 
message to employers that the 
union is not going to defend its 
members.

Branches have an opportunity 
to have their voices heard at 
the branch delegate’s meetings 
taking place this week in 
advance of a Higher Education 
Committee (HEC) meeting. 

If the HEC throw out the offer 

we can discuss the campaign to 
reinvigorate the dispute.

And its decision could help 
give activists confidence in 
the union’s commitment to 
fighting the job losses currently 
underway of casualised staff.

UCU’s response to the 
Covid-19 crisis is widely 
understood to be inadequate. 

The union has tried to shut 
down the national bodies and 
resisted calls for them to meet 
virtually.

Many UCU activists looked 
on in awe at the response of 
the NEU union in challenging 
government policy in relation to 
opening up schools. 

UCU must throw out the deal 
and back the NEU in supporting 
a day of action on 1 June.Jo Grady (centre) Picture: Guy Smallman

New shadow chancellor Anneliese Dodds
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WAREHOUSES & DISTRIBUTION

 Fight to save every 
 job at  Tradeteam  
W O R K E R S  A T  t h e 
Tradeteam distribution firm 
across Britain are prepar-
ing to vote on strikes after 
bosses announced plans to 
close the Sheffield depot in 
Tinsley, putting more than 
200 jobs at risk.

Tradeteam is part of DHL, 
the world’s largest logistics 
company.

Unite union national 
officer for road transport and 
logistics Matt Draper said, 
“This is a disgrace and about 
as brutal a wielding of cor-
porate power as you will see 
across the UK employment 
landscape.

“The workers are currently 
furloughed on 80 percent of 
pay as DHL has refused to top 
up the final 20 percent that 
employers are expected to do 
under the government’s job 
retention scheme.

“This is a loyal workforce 
with hundreds of years of 
service—they have been 
betrayed.

The Sheffield depot serves 
companies such as Carlsberg, 
Coors, Mitchells & Butlers, 
and Whitbread. These are 
all likely to bounce back as 
lockdown eases.

Draper added, “DHL has 
taken the taxpayer for a ride 
here, as it must have known 

it was going to shut Tinsley, 
but decided to use furlough 
to avoid paying wages. 

“Now it wants the taxpayer 
to continue to pick up the bill 
as it throws employees on the 
scrapheap.

“Unite had requested a 
meeting with Tradeteam. A 
meeting has been agreed for 
Thursday this week. At the 

moment we are seeing the 
true duplicitous and cynical 
face of DHL and Tradeteam.

“We call on Tradeteam 
to revoke its decision not to 
reopen Tinsley immediately, 
or face the prospect of a 
national strike, once the 
lockdown is eased.”

Tradeteam describes itself 
as “the UK’s leading drinks 

logistics business with a 
turnover of £160  million 
per annum. It has depots 
f r o m  A b e r y s t w y t h  t o 
Wolverhampton and national 
action could hit it hard. 

Unite must fight to save 
Tinsley and every job. Bosses 
should not be allowed to get 
away with wrecking people’s 
lives.

FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION

University workers fight
series of major attacks 
WORKERS AT Roehampton 
university are fighting plans 
to attack jobs and pay. The 
university has announced 
a voluntary severance 
scheme and 15 percent of 
academic posts are at risk.

Some workers are also 
being pressured to accept a 
“temporary” pay cut.

The UCU union branch 
said any such pay cut would 
represent an attack on 
national bargaining. 

And it warned that other 
vice chancellors would try 
to force through similar 
attacks if they go through at 
Roehampton.

Workers at Roehampton 
have received solidarity 
messages from union 
members across Britain. 

They plan to launch a 
petition against the attacks.

lThe UCU union has said 
it will fight the planned 

closure of Newton Rigg 
College in Penrith. The plan 
would slash 117 jobs and be 
a “hammer blow” for the 
region, the union said.

The college, run by 
Askham Bryan College, has 
outlined plans to close in 
July next year.

UCU regional official 
Iain Owens said this would 
hit young people’s access to 
education.

“The closure would leave 
Cumbria—one of the most 
agriculturally-dependent 
counties in the country—
without any specialist 
agricultural education,” 
he said.

 
lPLANS BY the University 
of Bolton to open in 
September could put staff 
and student safety at risk, 
the UCU union has said. It 
added that the plan is out of 
step with other universities.

A TRADETEAM strike would hit the drinks industry hard

 Stop cuts to Luton services 
LUTON COUNCIL is planning 
to make £22 million cuts in 
a move that is set to savage 
adult social care services. 

The council said it will 
have to make the sweeping 
cuts after the revenue from 
Luton Airport dropped. 

Labour-led Luton council 
has been using a £20 million 
dividend from the airport to 
maintain local services.

“We are now going to feel 
the full force of austerity in 
council services,” said Andy 
Malcom, the council’s cabinet 
member for finance. 

“I think we are going to be 
able to make these savings, 
but it is not going to be 
pleasant.”

The national government 
gave English councils 
£3.2 billion in March and 
April, and an additional 
£600 million to spend on 
adult social care. 

But these amounts fall far 
short of what is needed. 

A government survey 
of councils’ financial 
projections indicated that 
local authorities are set for 
a £9-10 billion shortfall this 
year. 

Across Britain local 
councils are slashing jobs 
and axing even the most vital 
of services. 

There ought to be 
resistance. A fight from 
workers is needed.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

REFUSE WORKERSFIREFIGHTERS

BIN WORKERS in Kent 
are expecting soon to hear 
the result of a ballot for 
industrial action after bosses 
suspended eight workers and 
de‑recognised the Unite union.

Bosses at subcontractor 
Medway Norse suspended 
the workers at the end of last 
month. 

It came after a group of 
workers drove past the council 
head office, honking their 
horns in protest at the lack 
of proper personal protective 
equipment.

And there are reports 
that the company has now 
recognised the GMB union, 
during Unite’s ongoing 
dispute. Medway Norse is half 
owned by the council and 
outsourcing giant Norse.

Workers walked out on 
30 March under Section 44 of 
the 1996 Employment Rights 
Act. 

Workers say bosses 
reneged on an agreement.

FIREFIGHTERS ARE calling 
for a halt to all fire cuts 
across Britain—and to 
plans for further attacks.

The FBU union has 
written to Boris Johnson 
and the leaders of devolved 
governments to criticise the 
lack of preparedness for the 
pandemic and the dangers in 
more reductions in fire cover.

Last week East Sussex 
fire authority began a 
consultation on sweeping 
fire cuts. Plans include 
removing ten fire engines, 
at least 30 full-time 
firefighters, and 60 on-call 
firefighters from the force.

Matt Wrack, FBU general 
secretary, said, “The crucial 
value of investing in 
public services has never 
been more apparent. 

“We cannot return to the 
failed politics of slashing 
services and then expecting 
them to spring into action 
when a crisis comes around.”

Strike call at
Medway Norse

 Demand an 
end to cuts

SCOTLAND 

Devastating critique of 
SNP and care homes
POLICE ARE investigating 
the deaths of three women at 
the care home at the centre 
of a coronavirus outbreak on 
the Isle of Skye. This follows 
a move early this month 
to legally remove owners 
HC-One as care providers.

During the outbreak at 
Home Farm care home, most 
residents and half the staff have 
tested positive while ten people 
have died.

Care home deaths account 
for half of all deaths from the 
virus in Scotland.

While some console 
themselves with the fact that 
the Scottish first minister is 
not Boris Johnson, others are 
asking serious questions of the 
Scottish National Party’s (SNP) 
performance.

Scottish health minister 
Jeanne Freeman has most 
recently come under fire for 
making “an error” about the 
number of hospital patients 
discharged into care homes.

She had stated that most—
untested—patients had been 
sent to their own homes.

But new figures reveal that 
921 patients were sent into 
care homes in March.

Mandatory
It was not until 21 April that 
mandatory testing of all new 
care home residents was 
introduced.

Nick Kempe, a former head 
of service for older people in 
Glasgow, has spoken out about 
“the Covid-19 disaster in care 
homes”. 

In a paper for 
pro-independence think tank 
Common Weal, Kempe rails 
against “unnecessary” deaths, 
a “toothless regulator” and a 
healthcare system “stripped 
to the bone after 12 years of 
austerity”.

Kempe traces the roots of 
today’s “predictable crisis” in 
care homes to the early 1990s, 
privatisation policies and the 
big financial interests profiting 
from them.

This has combined with the 
SNP’s failure to make adequate 
preparations for an epidemic.

Kempe writes, “Throughout 
March and April, the Scottish 
government appeared to be 
in denial about the scale of 
the crisis in care homes and 
continued to assign almost all 
responsibility for protecting 
residents to providers.”

While Nicola Sturgeon’s 
government said it was 
protecting the over 70s and 
shielding the vulnerable 
“its initial focus was not on 
preventing the spread of the 
virus but preparing the NHS”.

It then took the “fateful 
decision” to end contract tracing 
making it “inevitable that 
Covid-19 would be taken into 
care homes by asymptomatic 
carriers of the virus”.

Sturgeon abandoned testing, 
with her former chief medical 
officer dismissing it as a 
“fallacy” as late as 1 April. 

Sturgeon has invoked 
“hindsight” as political cover. 
But was hindsight needed to 
know that NHS cuts meant it 
would be overwhelmed by a 
pandemic, or that introducing 
infected people into care homes 
could fatally spread the virus 
inside?

Kempe argues that a 
“neoliberal mindset” lay 
at the heart of Sturgeon’s 
“non-interventionist stance” 
until very late in April.

That mindset created 
conditions for private care 
providers to fail to act on 
successive improvement 
notices, as Kempe details in the 
case of Home Farm. 

And it explains why the SNP 
blocked moves to introduce 
national bargaining in care at 
Holyrood last week.

It’s why tax-dodging 
financial speculators proliferate 
in a system that puts their 
interests before high standards 
of care.
Raymie Kiernan
lFor more go to 
commonweal.scot/ 
policy‑library/predictable‑crisis
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NHS WORKERS join the weekly clap in east London last week   Picture: Guy Smallman

 TORIES RETREAT  
 ON NHS CHARGE
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

ANTI-RACISTS VOWED to 
step up the fight against 
NHS charges for migrants 
after Tory prime minister 
Boris Johnson was forced 
into a humiliating U-turn.

The Tory government said 
it would scrap the NHS sur-
charge for migrant health 
and care workers last week.

Up to now migrants from 
outside the European Union 
have had to pay £400 a year 
on top of already high visa 
fees. This is due to rise again 
to £623 from October—
and will be extended to all 
migrants during the Brexit 
transition period.

Boris Johnson defended 
the surcharge at prime min-
ister’s question time on 
Wednesday of last week.

He justified the absurd-
ity of overseas NHS workers 
being charged to use the 
health service where they 
work, claiming it raised 

some £900 million to fund a 
“national institution”. 

In reality, the Institute for 
Fiscal Studies (IFS) think tank 
says the surcharge brings in 
closer to £90 million.

Yet by Friday of last week, 
Johnson had instructed the 
Home Office to “remove NHS 
and care workers from the 
surcharge as soon as possible”.

Pressure
The Tories faced mount-
ing pressure as they praised 
migrant health workers as 
heroes and yet still charged 
them. 

Weyman Bennet t  i s 
the co-convenor of Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR), 
w h i c h  h a s  p l a n n e d 
#ScrapTheSurcharge actions 
in the coming weeks. 

He said that the “U-turn is 
a consequence of the expo-
sure of racism amongst the 
ranks of the highest elements 
of our government”. 

“The surcharge was a 
racist vote-pleaser for a 

government chasing after 
Ukip votes,” he said.

Labour MP and SUTR 
president Diane Abbott said 
the announcement was “a 
full-scale U-turn by this 
government”. 

“It shows exactly what 
can be achieved if we are 
determined to fight,” she 

said. “Now we must step 
up  pressure to remove the 
 surcharge completely. 

“No one should pay twice 
for NHS access, no-one 
should be treated like a 
 second-class citizen.”

There i s  momentum 
behind a push to scrap the 
surcharge for all migrants, 

with health unions leading 
the calls.  

Rehana Azam, GMB union 
national secretary for health, 
said, “Migrant workers are on 
the frontline in many essen-
tial services across the public 
and private sectors, not just 
in our NHS and care sectors. 

“These workers are putting 
themselves at risk to ensure 
that our day to day lives can 
continue.”

Azam said that the charges 
should be refunded.

Waiver 
Dave Prentis, Unison union 
general secretary, said that 
the waiver “must apply to the 
workers’ families”. 

“The government should 
go further by removing 
the charge for all migrant 
workers,” he said. 

Migrants have to pay the 
surcharge as a £1,000 sum 
every two and a half years 
alongside other visa fees. This 
forces some of the  lowest-paid 
to borrow money.

Nazek Ramadan, the 
director of the Migrant Voice 
group, said, “The partial 
U-turn by the government 
doesn’t go nearly far enough. 

“From October, a family of 
four renewing their two and 
a half-year visas will have to 
pay an additional £6,240 for 
the NHS surcharge—that’s on 
top of the £4,000 cost of the 
visas. 

“Just like British workers, 
migrants contribute to the 
NHS through taxes. 

“This surcharge is not 
only unfair, but, added to 
the extortionate cost of work 
visas, crippling for many.” 

The U-turn comes just 
as the Tories are trying to 
push through their new 
Immigration Bill. 

This would make it harder 
for migrants to come to 
Britain—and strengthen the 
hostile environment against 
those who do. 

Anti-racists have to keep 
up the fight to dump Britain’s 
racist immigration system.

Diane Abbott defending migrants’ rights
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