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Take the knee on national day of action
SUPPORTERS OF Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) planned to “take 
the knee” at 6pm on Wednesday 
this week to protest against the 
police murder of George Floyd.

It follows an SUTR national 
day of action on Wednesday of 
last week when thousands took 
the knee in solidarity with the US 
uprisings. 

More than 800 people marched 
through the Northampton in 
a protest organised by the 
local SUTR and Race Equality 
Commission groups. They 
chanted, “Say his name—
George Floyd,” and, “End police 
brutality.” 

Around 500 protested outside 
Lewisham police station in south 
east London.

Harold Wilson from SUTR says 
there’s a lot of anger after a video 
showed a local woman shouting, 
“I can’t breathe”, as she was 
restrained by cops last month. 

“That hasn’t gone away,” he 
said. “That’s a live issue in the 
community—people want to see 
it resolved.”

Meanwhile, up to 500 people 
joined a socially-distanced 
protest on the steps of Hackney 
Town Hall in east London. The 

Stand Up To Racism urges supporters to take the knee 

Rage at 
racism 
pours onto 
streets 
by SADIE ROBINSON and SARAH BATES

A NEW movement to demand 
Black Lives Matter has burst 
onto the streets of Britain—and it 
shows no sign of abating. 

On Sunday a tens of thousands-
strong march snaked through 
London as people joined the third 
monster protest in the capital.

Big demonstrations also took 
place in towns and cities across 
Britain including 20,000 in Bristol, 
up to 20,000 in Glasgow, 6,000 in 
Edinburgh and 2,000 in Colchester, 
Essex. 

The previous day “Black Lives 
Matter” ricocheted off government 
buildings in Whitehall as an esti-
mated 50,000 descended on central 
London. Tens of thousands more 
joined protests in towns and cities 
across Britain.

Aaliyah, who was on Whitehall 
last Saturday, said a key aspect was 
“the numbers” on the demonstration. 

“It shows how strong our move-
ment is and how many people 
feel passionately about this,” she 
explained. And I think that’s impor-
tant because we all have a voice, but 
together we’re stronger.” 

The mood on the demonstrations 
was militant, with many protesters 

denouncing not just racism but the 
system that creates it.

Christele, a designer and super-
visor at a restaurant, said, “Racism 
isn’t just an issue that can be swept 
under the carpet.

It’s been in our society for centu-
ries. But now it feels like there is a 
global interest in peace and justice. 

“You think to yourself, if not now, 
when? This is the perfect time to 
take action.”

Generation
When asked if she thought if we 
can get rid of racism in the current 
system, Christele said there needed 
to be a bigger kind of change.

“Our generation has come to real-
ise that there’s a lot of things that 
don’t work very well in our society,” 
she explained.

“It’s not just racism, it’s things like 
climate change.”

The Tories and cops said people 
shouldn’t march, but protesters are 
determined that being on the streets 
is critical to building the momentum.

Whitehall was gridlocked with 
protesters last Saturday and several 
breakaway marches led activists off 
through the streets.

Later in the day mounted police 
were used against demonstrators in 
Whitehall. There were denunciations 

of protesters’ supposed violence after 
a cop fell from her horse, but in fact 
she had ridden into a traffic light.

On Sunday protesters gathered at 
the US Embassy in Vauxhall, south 
London. They won a lot of support 
as they marched across Vauxhall 
Bridge and towards Victoria, before 
 reaching parliament square and 
Downing Street. Drivers honked 
horns and held placards out of their 

windows.
The weekend of protest  followed 

a tens of thousands-strong march 
from Hyde Park to  Parliament 
Square on Wednesday of last week.

Protesters’ willingness to take 
action and defy the Tories and cop 
should be celebrated.

We need more action by ordinary 
people to resist racism and win a 
better world.

A MONSTER march snaked its way through central London on Sunday  Picture: Guy SmallPerSon

‘We need a revolution’ say London protesters
A DESIRE for radical change is at 
the heart of the new movement. 

Goldsmiths university student 
Maki came to the demonstration 
in London on Sunday with a 
homemade placard reading, 
“Racism cannot be separated from 
capitalism—Angela Davis.”

“Capitalism needs to go,” Maki 
told Socialist Worker. “Then we will 
be able to get rid of racism. We 
need a revolution, but I don’t know 
how that would even happen. But 

we need to keep the momentum.”
Protester Zak told Socialist 

Worker that the scale of the 
marches reflected more than just 
anger at racism, but anger at the 
myriad of ways the system fails 
ordinary people.

“You can see the pain that 
people are feeling,” he said. 
“After coronavirus, the economic 
situation is going to be bad for a 
lot of people.

“It’s a tipping point—people feel 

enough is enough.”
DJ Amy was writing her 

placard—“No Justice, No Peace”—
near Vauxhall station as Sunday’s 
protest gathered. “The government 
doesn’t give a shit, she said. 

“They’re just sitting there in 
their second homes.” 

Amy said she thought the police 
should be defunded. Student Chris 
agreed. “A lot of people are for 
reform, but I’m just for the all-out 
abolition of the police,” she said.

CAPTION GOES

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Completely wrong’ 
Labour leader, Sir Keir Starmer, on 
the pulling down of a statue of slave 
trader Edward Colston 

‘If we start to judge 
historical figures 
by 21st century 
standards, we’ll 
find that quite a few 
folks weren’t that 
nice... Almost as if 
they didn’t know any 
better’
Tory MP Ben Bradley implies he 
could have been a slave trader 

‘We cannot be silent 
in the face of racism 
and discrimination’
Labour’s shadow foreign secretary 
Lisa Nandy tries to take a principled 
stand 

‘I’ve no idea whether 
Donald Trump is 
racist or isn’t racist’
Nandy fails to take her own advice in 
the same interview

‘That’s the law of 
the  jungle’
Lord Peter Mandelson attacks Black 
Lives Matter protesters who brought 
down the statue in as offensive a way 
as he could think of

‘Thank you’
Tory candidate for London mayor, 
Shaun Bailey, congratulates 
supporters of fascist Tommy 
Robinson for wiping off Black Lives 
Matter graffiti from the statue of 
Winston Churchill 

Anger over 
institutional 
racism grows
TENS OF thousands of people 
joined Black Lives Matter (BLM) 
protests across Britain last 
weekend. 

They were organised by a 
variety of individuals and groups, 
including young BLM activists and 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR). 

On Sunday up to 20,000 
joined a demonstration in 
Glasgow. Some 6,000 marched in 
Edinburgh and 500 protested in 
Stirling.

In Coventry, Andy reports, 
“Around 2,000, mainly young, 
black and white protesters 
assembled in the city centre into 
the rain.

“After speeches they marched 
along the ring road and through 
housing estates, circling through 
large parts of the city.

“Everywhere they went they 
met people banging pots and pans 
and giving raised fist salutes.

Motorway
“After four hours they marched 
onto the M6 from junction 3 to 
junction 2, blocking the motorway 
in both directions. Again motorists 
tooted their horns and gave raised 
fist salutes.

“They were still marching at 
9pm, seven and a half hours after 
the protest began.”

Last Saturday thousands 
turned out in Manchester. 
Colin, who joined the protest 
in Piccadilly Gardens, told the 
Manchester Evening News, 
“People are seeing that this isn’t 
just a one off. 

“It’s a lived experience that 
we’ve all tried to express. People 
have died about what’s been 
going today.” 

Meanwhile, around 1,500 
people came out in Tooting 
Common, south London, where 
people collectively took the knee.

Around 2,000 people marched 
in Milton Keynes and several 
thousand took to the streets in 
Leicester. 

‘So proud’
In Swindon, crowds chanted, 
“We stop when it stops,” as 
around 1,000 people joined the 
demonstration.

Organiser Zak Agilah told the 
Swindon Advertiser he was “so 
proud” to see so many people turn 
out in a “right wing town”. 

“I expected like 40 people 
here,” he said. “Non-black and 
minority ethnic people are finally 
realising that it’s their problem as 
well.

“And if we can keep that going, 
those racist politicians who have 
been repressive so long have no 
one to appeal to.”

Hundreds came out in 
Meersbrook Park in Sheffield in a 
protest organised by supporters of 
the local SUTR group.

And three socially-distanced 
actions took place in different 
parts of Glasgow. 

Further protests took place 
across Britain.

crowd erupted in cheers when 
Windrush campaigner Patrick 
Vernon called on people to “fight 
the power because Black Lives 
Matter”. 

Meanwhile, in Brixton, south 
London, people took the knee on 
Windrush Square.

They were joined a by a 

group of firefighters from the 
FBU’ union who came in their 
uniforms. 

Other protests saw 150 people 
in Harlow, 450 in Lancaster, 100 
in Portsmouth, 80 in Bearwood in 
Birmingham, 220 in Chesterfield, 
and thousands marched in 
Bournemouth and Cardiff.
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Bristol protesters tear down 
slavers’ statue—and dump it
A FANTASTIC 20,000-strong 
protest in Bristol on Sunday saw 
the statue of slave owner Edward 
Colston pulled down.

One protester knelt on the 
statue’s neck for eight minutes, to 
mark the length of time that a cop 
knelt on the neck of George Floyd 
before he died.

Protesters then chucked the 
statue into Bristol harbour. One 
activist said, “There’s been a 
petition circulating for years to 
remove the statue. 

“I guess the people got fed up of 
asking.”

Colston ran a company that 
shipped 84,000 African men, 
women and children to the 
Americas into slavery. Around 
19,000 of these are estimated to 
have died during the crossing.

He was a mass murderer.

Tory home secretary Priti Patel 
said toppling the statue was 
“utterly disgraceful” and another 
Tory MP defended Colston. 

Labour leader, Sir Keir Starmer, 
said it was “completely wrong” to 
pull the statue down. 

The true disgrace is that the 
statue ever existed.

Petitioned
Ruqiya was there when the statue 
was toppled. She told Socialist 
Worker, “A number of us have 
emailed, petitioned and tweeted 
local MPs in Bristol to rename 
locations dedicated to a slave 
trader and to remove the statue. 

“They’ve all been ignored.
“Colston Hall was supposed to 

be renamed this year, but we’re six 
months into the year and still no 
change.”

Pulling down Edward Colston in Bristol this weekend

Students from Goldsmiths college

3BLACK LIVES MATTER2

Socialist Worker.co.uk 
has thousands of 
articles for anti‑racists

Here are some recent 
ones you might like—
l Racism and revolution 
in the United States
bit.ly/SWonUS

l Racism, not genetics, 
explains why Covid‑19 
hits black and Asian 
people harder
 bit.ly/BAMEdeaths

l Britain’s not 
innocent—a history of 
racist cops
bit.ly/BritCops
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Fighting back

 Police on the rampage as  
 over 12,000 are arrested
COPS SHOT and killed 
an unarmed man in 
the parking lot of a 
Walgreens pharmacy 
in Vallejo, California, 
last Tuesday, during 
protests against police 
brutality.

Sean Monterrosa, a 
22 year old resident of 
Vallejo, was gunned 
down by officers from 
inside an unmarked 
police cruiser. Sean 
was on his knees with 
his arms in the air 
when he was shot.

Officers claimed 
they feared an object 
in his pocket—which 
turned out to be a 
hammer—was a gun.

And 57 officers 
resigned from the city 
of Buffalo’s Emergency 
Response Team, a 
special squad formed 
to respond to riots. 

They resigned 
in solidarity with 
two cops who were 
suspended after a 
video showed them 
assaulting 75 year old 
peace activist Martin 
Gugino. Martin was 
hospitalised with a 
head injury.

More than 12,000 
people have been 
arrested in the US 
during the protests 
against police 

violence.
When the figure 

was 10,000 the 
Associated Press (AP) 
news agency reported 
that one quarter of the 
arrests had been made 
in Los Angeles. 

Big numbers had 
also been arrested in 
New York City, Dallas 
and Philadelphia.

President Donald 
Trump claimed 
that those involved 
were left wing thugs 
engaging in domestic 
terrorism. Attorney 
general William Barr 
then repeated this.

But AP analysed 
court records, 
employment histories, 
social media posts 

and other sources 
of information for 
217 people arrested 
in Minneapolis and 
Washington DC. 
Rather than being 
“outside agitators”, 
more than 85 percent 
of those arrested by 
police were local 
residents. 

Of those charged 
with such offences 
as curfew violations, 
rioting and failure to 
obey law enforcement, 
only a handful 
appeared to have 
any affiliation with 
organised groups.

Repression has 
failed to break 
resistance. Instead, the 
protests have grown.

Protesters demand justice for Sean Monterrosa

 Popular support for protests
THE PROTESTS are 
popular. Never before 
in the history of 
modern polling have 
Americans expressed 
such widespread 
agreement that racial 
discrimination plays a 
role in policing—and 
in wider society.

In a Monmouth 
University poll 
released last week, 
76 percent of 
Americans—including 
71 percent of white 
people—called racism 
“a big problem” in 
the US. This is a 26 

percent increase since 
2015. 

Some 57 percent of 
Americans in the poll 
said demonstrators’ 
anger was fully 
justified, and another 
21 percent called it 

somewhat justified.
The Monmouth poll 

and another released 
last week by CBS 
News showed changes 
to how people see the 
cops.

Some 57 percent of 
Americans said police 
officers were generally 
more likely to treat 
black people unfairly 
than to mistreat white 
people. And in both 
surveys, about half of 
white people said so. 

This was a drastic 
change, particularly 
for white Americans.

 Racist statues get a kicking
PROTESTERS IN the 
Southern US states 
are attacking, tearing 
down or demanding 
the removal of 
Confederate statues 
and symbols.

The Confederate 
states were pro-slavery 
during the 1861-5 
Civil War. 

A monument 

to Confederate 
General Williams 
Carter Wickham in 
Richmond, Virginia, 
was toppled by 
demonstrators last 
Saturday night.

More than a dozen 
statues and symbols 
of the Confederacy 
have been damaged or 
defaced in recent days 

in at least six states. 
Authorities removed 

the Confederate 
Soldiers and Sailors 
monument in 
Birmingham, Alabama 
after it became the 
target of furious 
protesters last week.

All the racist 
monuments across the 
US should go.

Socialist Worker  10 June 2020

 Historic US  
 rebellion is  
 an inspiring  
 challenge to  
 the system  
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

THE MAGNIFICENT uprising 
taking place across the US is 
historic. Mass demonstrations 
following the police murder of 
George Floyd have now contin-
ued for more than two weeks. The 
rebellion is the most significant in 
decades.

News media organisations have 
reported demonstrations in 806 
towns and cities across all 50 states 
according to USA Today. There have 
also been protests in the territories 
of Guam, Puerto Rica and the Virgin 
Islands.

The Washington Post newspaper 
carried out a major analysis of the 
protests.

It found, “Far more places have 
held protests already than held 
Women’s Marches in January 
2017. That march occurred in 650 
locations.”

It said people had held protests in 
“hundreds of smaller, lesser-known 
towns and cities”.

Its most closely researched exam-
ple was Pennsylvania. 

Here, it found “multiracial pro-
tests led by young local black activ-
ists joined by white and Latino 
young people in ways and numbers 
they have never seen before”.

The paper concluded, “The 
United States rarely has protests in 
this combination of size, intensity 
and frequency. 

“It usually has big protests or sus-
tained protests, but not both.”

State
The movement has exposed the 
lengths the state will go to in order 
to keep ordinary people down.

Elias Sell recorded a video 
of police attacking protesters in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

He told Socialist Worker, “A 
group of peaceful protesters made 
their way onto the road and started 
marching down the highway.

“All of a sudden police offic-
ers started firing pepper spray and 
tear gas at us. People’s only escape 
option was up a hill and over an 
eight-foot fence.”

Elias’s horrific video shows people 
screaming, “I can’t breathe,” as their 
lungs fill with tear gas. 

He said protests in Pennsylvania 
have continued to grow despite the 
brutality of the cops.

And he added that police violence 
has made more people question the 
purpose of the police.

Elias said, “The whole point of the 
police is to ‘protect and serve’ right? 

“But who they protecting and 
serving is really coming into ques-
tion now.”

Another protester described 
“almost spontaneous” protests in 
Orlando.

“They are peaceful with most 
chants being, Say his name—George 
Floyd, Black Lives Matter, and, No 
justice—no peace,” they said.

“The pandemic has probably 
stopped some people from going 
out, understandably. 

“But as time goes on, more and 
more cannot stand the injustice.”

The protester added that people 
are angry about more than just 
the police. “The US officially has 
an unemployment rate well over  
20 percent,” they said. 

“The real rate is probably worse. 
Youth unemployment is probably 
over 50 percent and nearly three 
quarters of Americans lived pay-
check to paycheck before this.”

The movement is an inspiration 
and shows the ability of ordinary 
people to organise and fight back. 

Everyone should support it. 

BACK STORY
Big anti-racist protests are 
continuing across the US
lThe demonstrations were 
sparked last month by the police 
murder of George Floyd
lThey have grown into a 
movement demanding an end to 
racism and police violence
lThe movement is bigger than 
the Women’s Marches in January 
2017, according to one study
lState repression of protests 
is also making more people 
question the system

 ‘People can only be oppressed for  
 so long before they begin to fight’
ACTIVISTS ACROSS the US say 
their movement is bringing 
ordinary people together.

Marcela Mitaynes is a housing 
activist and candidate for 
the New York State Assembly 
endorsed by the Democratic 
Socialists of America.

She said the “blatant violence” 
of the cops had made protests 
feel “like a warzone”.

“There was an army of police,” 
she told Socialist Worker. 

“Each of them had batons 
ready and riot gear. 

“They were constantly pepper 
spraying, beating and violently 
arresting peaceful protesters.”

Tactic
She added that the tactic of using 
violence to suppress protests 
“will not work”.

Elizabeth has been protesting 
in Louisville, Kentucky. An 
unarmed black man, David 
McAtee, was shot dead there last 
week as police and the National 
Guard attacked demonstrators.

Elizabeth described how police 
“surrounded us on rooftops and 

with helicopters” before tear 
gassing protesters. But she is 
determined to keep fighting.

“I’m 35 and this may be the 
best opportunity I’ll ever have to 
stand up for everything I believe 
in,” she told Socialist Worker. 

“I have children and have 
to lead by example. If my 
generation rolls over for the 
government and police, the next 
generation won’t have a chance.”

In Birmingham, Alabama, 
protesters have pushed mayor 
Randall Woodfin to say he 
will remove a monument to 
Confederate soldiers and sailors.

A crowd had gathered in Linn 
Park, Birmingham, to try and 
topple it last month.

Risen
Protester Zakia told Socialist 
Worker, “Since the riots and 
protests have risen, we as black 
people have had enough.”

Marcela said the rebellion 
is “the result of generations of 
racism, violence and oppression”.

“The Covid-19 crisis exposed 
the deep inequality and 
racism within our society,” 
she explained. “While many 
working class people lost their 
jobs, savings or health, the rich 
became richer.

“People can only be oppressed 
for so long until they begin 
to fight back. We are not just 
rebelling against one act of 
racism. We are rebelling against 
the system that allows racism to 
exist.”

MARCELA MITAYNES

PROTESTERS IN the US have defied 
extreme police violence to demand 
justice over the death of George 
Floyd and an end to racism

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

ONLY OUR COLLECTIVE 
POWER CAN END OPPRESSION 

 W
HEN politicians start 
fretting about “mob 
rule” and “law and 
order” it’s often a 
racist dog whistle. But 

it’s also about fear of the power of 
ordinary people.

The Black Lives Matter 
movement has shaken and 
frightened politicians all over the 
world.

Almost every elected 
politician—Tory and Labour—will 
say they support the aims of the 
movement when put on the spot. 
But they wish it could be a bit 
more polite and deferential.

They want the movement to be 
safe and quiet. They want it to play 
by their rules.

When protesters in Bristol 
pulled down a statue of Edward 
Colston, a 17th century slave 
trader, it brought a huge sense of 
celebration and empowerment.

But not for Labour Party leader 
Keir Starmer.

As far as he’s concerned, 
bringing down the statue was 
“completely wrong.” It should 
have come down long ago, he said, 
but “it should have been brought 
down properly and with consent”.

What he meant is that the 
ordinary people who pulled down 

the statue should have left it alone 
for Bristol’s Labour politicians to 
sort out.

But Labour has controlled 
Bristol council since 2016. All four 
of Bristol’s MPs are Labour. All of 
them left the statue standing.

For years campaigners fought 
to have a plaque put on the statue 
that mentioned slavery. Even that 
was blocked.

In just minutes, the collective 
action of ordinary people did 
more to remove a symbol of 
racism and oppression than years 
of trying to do things “properly”.

In doing so, they showed we 
have the power to take political 
decisions into our own hands and 
change things ourselves. That’s far 

more democratic than leaving it up 
to a handful of politicians to make 
decisions on behalf of everyone 
else. And it’s just one example of 
the power the movement has to 
change things on a much bigger 
scale, right across the world.

In just a couple of weeks, the 
Black Lives Matter movement has 
involved at least tens of thousands 
of people around the world in a 
movement to change society.

In Minneapolis, thanks to the 
power of the movement, city 
councillors have been forced to 
say they will “defund” the police 
department. That would have 
seemed impossible even days ago.

Now there will be new 
struggles, and the power of 
working class people will be 
critical.

It will also be at the heart of 
a revolutionary transformation 
of society that could eradicate 
racism, oppression and inequality 
all over the world. 

That takes organisation, and a 
focus on the actions of ordinary 
people, not of politicians.

Those at the top hate the idea 
of revolution because it means 
taking their power away and 
smashing the system that benefits 
them. 

BORIS’S BRITAIN IS RACIST  
 ‘NO. THE prime minister 

would not agree that this 
is a racist country,” said 

Boris Johnson’s spokesperson on 
Monday.

But every statistic about 
policing, poverty, and prisons 
shows that it is.

Black men are stopped and 
searched at nine times the rate of 
white men. 

Black people make up 3 percent 
of the population of England and 
Wales but account for 12 percent 
of the prison population.

It’s not just a matter of 
individual attitudes—racism is 
structured into the system.

A YouGov poll last week 
showed 52 percent of people 
think Britain is a very racist or 
fairly racist society. 

Just 6 percent of those polled 
said Britain wasn’t racist at all.

The movement on the streets 
is showing we can combat this. 
As well as a history of racism, 
Britain also has a proud anti-racist 
tradition.

It’s hypocritical for Boris 

Johnson to tell anti-racists, “I hear 
you” while also condemning the 
actions that make people listen.

It’s great to see the confidence 
and organisation of Black Lives 
Matter protesters across Britain.

To see tens of thousands of 
people march through cities and 
“taking the knee” shows that this 
is a reinvigorated movement.

The huge protests, led by young, 
black, working class people, is a 
tonic to the racism pushed  
from those at the top of the 
system.

A revolutionary 
transformation of 
society could end 
racism, inequality 
and oppression 

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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 Trump opens a rift  
 with US ruling class
DONALD TRUMP’S antics put me in mind of an old 
documentary called Point of Order! directed by Emile de 
Antonio. It’s about the Army-McCarthy hearings in 1954.

Senator Joseph McCarthy led the anti-Communist  
witch hunt at the height of the Cold War between the United 
States and Russia. The result was a purge of left wingers and 
trade unionists in the state apparatuses, Hollywood and the 
mass media, and private industry. 

Then McCarthy started meddling in the US Army. He had 
gone too far—the military, represented by the ex-general 
Dwight Eisenhower as president, were sacrosanct. The US 
establishment turned against him. 

The film records his downfall.
Trump may also have crossed a line with the military. 

On Monday of last week, when protests were at high pitch, 
Trump made a highly publicised walk to St John’s Episcopal 
Church in Washington DC. Demonstrators were bombarded 
with pepper spray and smoke canisters to clear his way.

Trump was accompanied by defence secretary Mark Esper 
and general Mark Milley, chairman of the joint chiefs of staff, 
in full battle dress. He was signalling his intention to use the 
power of the military to end the protests. 

Trump had ordered into Washington 3,900 National 
Guards from as far away as Idaho and Utah and later had 
1,600 combat-ready troops deployed outside the capital.

This provoked a huge backlash. Washington mayor Muriel 
Bowser, a black Democrat, tweeted it was “shameful” that 
“w/o provocation, federal police used munitions on peaceful 
protesters”. 

By mid-week Esper had directly defied the president. He 
publicly opposed Trump’s threat to use the Insurrection Act 
to send troops to cities throughout the US against the wishes 
of the local authorities. Esper also sought to cut back the 
troop deployment in Washington.

His predecessor, ex-general Jim Mattis, who resigned in 
protest over what he thought was Trump’s mismanagement 
of the US empire, went further.

“Never did I dream that troops taking that same oath”—
to defend the Constitution—“would be ordered under any 
circumstance to violate the Constitutional rights of their 
fellow citizens,” he said. 

Bizarre
“Much less to provide a bizarre photo op for the elected 
commander-in-chief, with military leadership standing 
alongside.”

Mattis has been backed by other military figures. Among 
them are ex-secretary of state Colin Powell, David Petraeus, 
who commanded US forces in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Admiral William McRaven, organiser of Osama bin Laden’s 
assassination, and Trump’s ex-chief of staff, John Kelly. 

They have many deaths on their consciences. But 
they—like the ruling class generally—see the might of the 
Pentagon as an instrument of US imperialism as a whole, not 
the plaything of any particular politician.

McCarthy had served his purpose. The witch-hunt 
prepared US society to wage the Cold War and seriously 
weakened the organised working class. The Pentagon was 
off limits. Maybe Trump is beginning to discover this too.

Trump was never the candidate of the upper echelons of 
the capitalist class, even if the big banks and corporations 
welcomed his tax cuts and plans for deregulation. 

His business supporters have been concentrated among 
small and medium-sized firms supplying the domestic market.

Many in the US ruling class may be beginning to wonder 
whether Trump is worth the trouble. They are facing a 
nationwide rising against racism on a scale not seen since 
the 1960s. 

Trump is fanning the flames in the hope of being 
re-elected on a white backlash. But US society is much more 
diverse than it was when Richard Nixon successfully used 
this strategy in 1968. 

Meanwhile it is the Democratic Party establishment that is 
stepping in to contain the anger. Bowser addressed the huge 
demonstration in Washington on Saturday.

The Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden looks 
like a duffer. But he beat Bernie Sanders thanks to the 
support of the black Democratic leadership. Playing the race 
card may prove to be Trump’s downfall.

 Revolt runs deep—take it to  
 its most radical conclusions
by MICHAEL BROWN

IN TERMS of just the 
numeric size of this par-
t icu lar  revol t ,  th is  is 
absolutely the biggest 
multi-city rebellion and 
revolt since the sixties. 

There’s a variety of reasons 
why this particular killing 
invoked so much outrage 
from so many people. 

I think that the visceral 
way it occurred on camera 
was part of it.

But also, you can’t decou-
ple the current rebellions and 
uprisings from what we saw 
a few years ago in places like 
Baltimore and Ferguson over 
other cases of police murder. 

The larger context is also 
important. 

Unemployed
So many working class 
whites, Latinos and Asian 
youth are joining these pro-
tests alongside black youth 
partly because in this country 
there are 40 million people 
unemployed. 

There are also tens of 
millions of people without 
health insurance in the midst 
of a pandemic. 

And when you take into 
consideration what we have 
on offer in the coming elec-
tion, we’re basically being 
forced to choose between 
Donald Trump and Joe 
Biden. 

W r i t i n g  t o  y o u r 
congressman and waiting to 

vote isn’t the most appealing 
option. 

We are also in a Black 
Lives Matter era that has 
shifted the ideological condi-
tions in this country.

A number of videos have 
been posted on social media 
of police officers kneeling and 
marching with protesters. 

This most definitely rep-
resents a real panic within 
policing in the US. The cops 
are used to being presented as 
the good guys. And now they 
have lost a lot of legitimacy.

The police are panicking. 
But at the same time a lot 

of the officers that are doing 
the kneeling are also pepper 
spraying people later on. It’s 
just theatre. 

I think that Trump will try 
to appeal to certain very vio-
lent reactionary elements of 
his base.

Trump’s rhetoric that he’s 
tough on crime isn’t new. 

We saw a similar “tough on 

crime” rhetoric from Ronald 
Reagan and Richard Nixon 
and to some extent from Bill 
Clinton. 

We can’t decouple Trump’s 
hateful rhetoric from neolib-
eralism, where the emphasis 
is on policing not on social 
programmes for people. 

Any time you resist and 
stand up you’re met by the 
iron fists of the state instead 
of policies that could uplift 
millions of working class 
people.

From union activists to 
even liberal pacifists we are 
all going to get painted with 
the same brush. 

It’s important that we 
stand up and push back 
against this. 

We need to be anti-fascists 
and be unapologetic about it. 

When we look at where 
this movement should go 
next it is important to look 
first at what is currently on 
offer to people in the US. And 

in terms of electoral politics, 
the choices are limited.

There are a lot of people 
on the left who want to sup-
posedly reduce harm and are 
encouraging people to vote 
for Biden.

And for many, the draw of 
the “lesser of two evils” will 
be very strong. 

But as a socialist, I don’t 
think this system can reform 
itself. 

I think we need to take 
these rebellions and upris-
ings to their most radical 
conclusions. 

Already we have certain 
sections of the state—particu-
larly the Democratic Party—
that are offering concessions.

Rotten
At this point, we need to 
be demanding and raising 
reforms but keep in mind that 
the system is rotten. 

It needs to be uprooted, 
branch and root entirely. 

We’ve exhausted all other 
social means. 

The power is in the streets. 
It’s not enough to write to 
your congressman or circu-
late a petition anymore. 

And first and foremost 
the ruling class is scared 
because people are looting 
and burning, and defying 
curfews. That type of militant 
power in the streets is what 
we need.

Michael Brown is a socialist 
and co-founder of the Black 
Lives Matter chapter in Long 
Beach, California

POWER IS in the streets 

Protests have drawn in wider sections of society
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 Protesters rally around  
 call to defund the police
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

ACROSS PROTESTS in the US 
a furious call is going out to 
“defund the police”. 

It’s a cry of rage against the thugs 
who have repeatedly carried out 
murders.

But the idea of what it actually 
means is very different for different 
people.

For many defunding means 
taking some money away from 
police departments and using those 
funds for community projects and 
key services. 

For others, it will mean the 
removal of all the money and 
closing down the present police 
departments. 

In a video posted on social 
media the mayor of Minneapolis, 
Democrat Jacob Frey, tells a crowd 
of protesters, “I do not support the 
full abolition of the police.”

They were rightfully enraged. 
Frey was elected on a promise 
to transform the way the police 
behaved, but he does not want to 
seem too radical.

The city’s police department is 
particularly rancid and has a terri-
ble racist record.

Cops killed 30 people between 
2000 and 2018 and most of them 
were black in a city with a black 
population of less than 20 percent.

Police records show at least  
237 instances of police using “neck 
restraints” during arrests, leaving  
44 people unconscious. 

Three-fifths of those left uncon-
scious were black. It will take more 
than honey words to change this.

Fury
But within days, recognising the 
scale of the fury, nine of the City 
Council’s 12 members appeared 
with activists and vowed to start the 
city’s police force over again.

Council member Jeremiah Ellison 
promised that the council would 
“dismantle” the department.

Lisa Bender, the council presi-
dent, said, “Our efforts at incremen-
tal reform have failed, period.”

She added that council members 
were determined “to end policing 
as we know it and recreate systems 
that actually keep us safe”.

Now the arguments really begin.
In capitalist society the police 

play a particular role. 
Sometimes they do it with a 

smile, sometimes with a snarl—and 
always with the violence they think 
necessary and can get away with.

In the past four decades, the cost 
of policing in the US has tripled and 
now stands at over £90 billion. That 
steady increase comes as crime has 
consistently declined.

The role of the police is to defend 
property and the existing order. 
And they act in the divisive and 

racist way that the bosses’ society 
requires to survive. The police are 
trained to see working class people 
as the enemy. 

To their core they reflect racist, 
sexist and transphobic ideas that are 
pushed from the top of society. 

The police disproportionately 
target petty crime in poorer areas 
and don’t often touch crimes perpe-
trated by those at the top of society. 

Socialist Worker stands with 
those who want to take all the 
money from the police.

In the same way we oppose the 
Tory government’s extra funding for 
the cops.

And we were against Labour’s 
plans to recruit an extra 20,000 
police at the last election.

It is very welcome that there is a 
debate about defunding the police. 

It needs to go to their very 
essence and look for the removal 
of the cops as part of the fight for 
a revolutionary transformation of 
society. 

COPS AREN’T there to help ordinary people 

Violence comes from cops
ATTEMPTS TO discredit 
the movement with 
denunciations of violence 
have so far largely failed.

Boris Johnson said the 
protests had been “subverted 
by thuggery,” and that violence 
was a “betrayal” of the cause. 

But this just fuelled the 
anger of the protesters.

Yet the idea that violence 
discredits a movement can be 
a powerful and divisive one.

Usually when violence 
occurs on a demonstration, it’s 
because police have attacked it 
or tried to break it up—as they 
did in London at the end of the 
demonstration last Saturday.

A cop on horseback 
charged into the crowd, only 

to run into a traffic light 
and fall from her horse.

There was a feeling 
that the cops had got a 
bit of a comeuppance. 

It was just a fraction of 
the violence meted out by 
police on a daily basis.

In a movement that has 
erupted against police 
brutality, denunciations of 
violence against protesters 
should have little sway.

The source of the violence 
is the state and the cops. 

US civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King was right to say 
in 1967 that “riots are the 
language of the unheard”.

People are right to fight 
back—peacefully or otherwise.

Don’t line 
up with Tory 
criticisms 
 GOVERNMENT ministers have 
lined up to tell people not to 
go to protests of more than six 
people “in the interest of not 
spreading the virus”.

It is the most disgusting 
hypocrisy.

This is the government whose 
reckless policies have allowed 
coronavirus to kill tens of 
thousands of people. 

It is also now seeking to 
dismantle restrictions far in 
advance of when it is safe to 
do so.

If it was really concerned 
about health it wouldn’t be 
reopening schools in England 
more widely or forcing people 
back to unsafe workplaces to 
restart profit-making.

Of course there are real 

issues about spreading the virus 
in crowds—particularly among 
black and Asian people who 
have died disproportionately 
from the disease.

People on the demonstrations 
are not unaware of such 
considerations.

Most protesters wear masks 
and many employ other safety 
measures.

Wherever possible it’s good 
to have socially-distanced 
protests. 

They can be powerful, as we 
saw last week.

But nobody should take any 
lessons from the Tories or the 
police. 

Their only concern is to drive 
protests off the streets.

And socialists should stand 
unconditionally with those who 
are not prepared to wait or to 
postpone taking to the streets 
against the vile racism of 
society.

All the forms of protest we 
have seen over Black Lives 
Matter should be celebrated 
as a wholly welcome revival of 
resistance.

We need more of them, 
drawing in wider layers of 
people and linking up with other 
struggles to make this moment 
really count.

Protesters know of virus dangers

7BLACK LIVES MATTER  Socialist Worker  10 June 2020



 System is  
 shaken by a  
 storm of  
 anti-racism
THE BLACK L ives  Matte r 
 movement has sparked a wave of 
mass protests in countries across 
the world.

As many as 50,000 people 
 protested in Vienna, Austria, on 
Friday of last week. Tens of thou‑
sands more joined a demonstration 
in Linz later that weekend.

Student Katharina Kohl, who 
joined the march in Vienna, said, 
“Systematic racism is everywhere in 
the world, also in Austria. We have 
to stop it.”

Tens of thousands of people 
protested in several German cities 
over the weekend—including some 
20,000 in Munich. Some 14,000 
protested in Hamburg, and up to 
10,000 in Frankfurt

Cops in Berlin declared the city 
centre’s Alexanderplatz square 
“full” just 45 minutes after people 
began assembling on Saturday. 

They said there were at least 
15,000 people, though the true 
figure was likely higher.

Left wing MP Christine Buchholz 
of the Die Linke party said, 
“Thousands, if not tens of thou‑
sands demonstrated today in Berlin 
against racism in solidarity with 
Black Lives Matter in the US.

“When police stopped more 
 protesters coming to Alexanderplatz, 
people demonstrated in the side 
streets instead.

“Germany also has a racism 
 problem. There is racism against 
people with black skin,  anti‑Muslim 
racism, anti‑Roma racism and 
 antisemitism. Solidarity with Black 
Lives Matter therefore means 
 fighting racism in everyday life and 
institutions.” In Warsaw, Poland, 

thousands gathered outside the US 
embassy on Friday. 

And in the southern Polish city of 
Krakow an altar for George Floyd 
has been set up outside the US 
consulate.

Some 15,000 people protested in 
Norway’s capital Oslo, and another 
4,000 in the city of Stavanger.

Several thousands in the Spanish 
state also protested in Barcelona 
and Madrid. One protest organ‑
iser, Thimbo Samb, said, “Here in 
Europe, in Spain, where we live, we 
work, we sleep and pay taxes, we 
also suffer racism.”

Migrants
In Milan, Italy, a few thousand 
 protesters gathered in a square 
outside the central train station 
on Sunday afternoon. Many in the 
crowd were migrants or children of 
migrants of African origin.

In Portugal there were marches 
in Lisbon, Porto and Coimbra.

There were also protests in 
Tunisia, Lithuania, South Korea, 
Italy, South Africa, Pakistan, Japan, 
Brazil and India.

Jurate Juskaite from the 
Lithuanian Centre of Human Rights 
said, “Opinion surveys show year 
after year that those that could be 
considered of a different race, like 
Roma people, migrants, or refugees, 
are not welcome in our society.

“This shows that the problem 
exists here.”

Shim Ji‑hoon, who organised the 
event in Seoul, South Korea, said, 
“We want to show solidarity with 
the US movement and remember 
Floyd who was sacrificed due to 
racism.”

PROTESTING IN Paris last week Picture: O Phil Des cOntrastes/Flickr

Protesters defy state repression to 
ensure Black Lives message is heard
MANY OF the international 
solidarity protests took aim at 
police racism and violence in 
their own countries—and many 
defied state repression and 
bans.

In Mexico, demonstrators 
linked their solidarity march 
to anger at the police killing of 
construction worker Giovanni 
Lopez.

He was beaten to death in 
police custody in May.

Some protesters in Mexico 
City vandalised the US embassy. 
And some in the city of 
Guadalajara battled riot police.

In South Africa, protesters 
likened the killing of George 
Floyd to that of Collins Khosa. 
He died after soldiers in the city 
of Alexandra beat him while 
enforcing lockdown laws.

Major rallies in Paris followed 
a protest of 40,000 on Tuesday 
of last week for Adama Traore, 
a black man who died in police 
custody in 2016.

They also come after racist 
comments on a private police 
Facebook group were exposed.

Thousands of people gathered 

for at least two protests in 
Paris on Saturday—defying a 
government-imposed ban.

Protests were also reported 
in about a dozen French cities, 
including Lyon, Bordeaux, Nice, 
Lille and Metz. More than 23,000 
people participated nationwide, 
according to the Interior 
Ministry.

Several thousand people 
confronted riot cops protecting 
the US embassy. And there were 
thousands more in Champs 
de Mars park facing the Eiffel 
Tower.

Scandalous
Placards on the rallies read, 
“Being black is not a crime,” and, 
“Our police are assassins.” Dior, 
a Senegalese-Ivorian student, 
said, “I find it scandalous that all 
these injustices go unpunished.”

Protesters also defied a ban in 
Sydney, Australia.

Authorities had to scrap the 
ban on protests as it became 
clear the rally would go ahead.

Thousands of people who 
thought the ban was still in place 
turned up anyway.

Protester Jumikah Donovan, 
said, “The fact that they have 
tried to push us all back and 
stop the protest, it makes people 
want to do it even more.”

There were also protests in 
the capital Melbourne.

Organisers of protests in 
Derry and Belfast, in Northern 
Ireland, face prosecution under 
lockdown laws.

Both were attended by 
thousands of people. Police 
said they issued a “significant 
number” of fines and low-level 
punishments and threatened 
to “seek prosecution” of the 
organisers.

Cops in Stockholm, Sweden, 
used social distancing rules 
as an excuse to break up a 
solidarity march last Friday.

Some 3,000 people marched 
in Athens, Greece, on Wednesday 
of last week.

They rallied in the square 
outside Greece’s parliament 
building before moving on to the 
US Embassy.

Police later attacked 
protesters outside the US 
Embassy with tear gas.

BERLIN, GERMANY VIENNA, AUSTRIA SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA 

PARIS, FRANCE
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Young people 
lead the way
AS THE Covid-19 
lockdown drags on it’s 
brilliant to see young 
people becoming more 
radicalised than ever 
around the anti-racist 
protests across the 
world.

Social media is full 
of ways to get involved, 
from socially-distanced 
protests to innovative 
forms of online 
resistance and support

In Britain young 
people are sick 
of hearing from a 
government that fails to 
protect lives over profits, 
especially in the BAME 
community. 

And the racist police 
protects it. 

These young people 
are calling for radical 
system change now.

Ruby James 
Central London 

Symptom of a 
sick system
THE neoliberal 
capitalists in power have 
been destroying our 
communities for decades 
now. 

Riots are a symptom, 
not the problem. 

Janet Ayers 
On Facebook

We say Black 
Lives Matter
THE PHRASE “all 
lives matter” is being 
thrown about a lot by 
reactionaries to make 
the movement sound less 
inclusive.

We are saying “black 
lives matter” right now 
because black lives are 
undervalued due to this 
racist system. 

We fight for all but 
right now black lives are 
the ones that are under 
attack.

Natasha Waring 
Northampton 

We can win 
over schools
GREAT TO see that 
analysis by the NEU 
union showed that 
around 44 percent of 
schools that should have 
opened to more children 
on 1 June did not.

Resistance can work.
Amy Johnson 

Manchester

lWE’RE NOT out of the 
first wave of infections 
yet. But profit-hungry 
bosses and Tories are 
pushing us all ba ck into 
work and to school. 

Jon Long
On Facebook 

We have to say her name as 
well—it was Breonna Taylor 
THE DEATH of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis has shaken the US 
and large parts of the world to its 
core.

The world had finally been 
forced to address the reality of 
corruption and racism that is 
intrinsically connected to the 
institution of policing.

It shouldn’t have to take that 
rare occurrence of such a lengthy 
and clear recorded footage to be 
the catalyst of an uprising. 

But for many, this is the first 
time they have been able to see 
the brutality of police tactics in a 
way that is uncomfortable and 
confronting. 

So when we find ourselves in 
times likes these, on the cusp of 
what could be real radical change, 

it is important that we stress to 
new masses that this is not an 
isolated incident. 

Often we are able to ignore the 
large number of deaths, in 
particular against black women, 
that take place in police custody or 
during arrest because they aren’t 
captured on film and posted on 
social media. 

Just a few days before the death 
of Floyd a black woman, Breonna 
Taylor, an emergency medical 
technician, was shot eight times 
when the police raided her 
apartments in search of her 
boyfriend and narcotics.

They did not find narcotics. 
Such deaths of black women  

don’t often spark uprisings. 
Malcolm X once said, “The most 

unprotected person in America is 
the black women.” And as a black 
woman myself, it sometimes feels 
like when we are not being 
silenced at the hand of our 
oppressors, our voices are 
drowned out in the midst of sound 
within our own movements. 

Black Lives Matter was 
originally created by three women 
of colour. 

Often we are the only ones 
bringing attention to the struggle.

Let us not continue to make this 
mistake. 

Black voices matter and it’s time 
to give us  the platforms we 
deserve. 

Justice for all. #sayhername.
Elizabeth Adofo

South London 

Crimes of 
Britain
THE BRITISH state has 
always failed black people. 

The narrative that 
Britain is “one of the least 
racist nations in the world” 
is just not true.

The recent Black Lives 
Matter pro tests are a 
collective outcry for 
justice. 

Racism is at the very 
heart of the state.

Britain owes its rapid 
development partly to its 
colonising of black and 
brown nations. 

It has memorialised and 
glorified its imperialism 
with museums and statues 
that are dedicated to war 
criminals.

Through austerity, the 
state has continued to 
destroy communities 
during this Corona crisis. 

That makes it complicit 
in the overwhelming BAME 
deaths. It has blood on its 
hands.

My faith is now placed 
in the compassion, 
empathy and solidarity I’ve 
experienced in my 
community. I believe in the 
people, in the masses, not 
in the establishment.

For decades black 
people were silenced. 

Families mourn for Belly 
Mujinga, Stephen 
Lawrence, George Floyd 
and all the black people 
who have died in police 
custody.

Our solidarity is 
international. We mourn 
with them. We cry with 
them. And we fight with 
them.

We’ve never forgotten 
Grenfell. We’ve never 
forgotten the Windrush 
generation. We’ve never 
forgotten the Lewisham 
riots. 

There is no going back. 
Let this moment radicalise 
you.

Olaitan Odubiyi
South London

Labour MPs care about 
themselves, not kids
THE NEU union and school 
workers are fighting to keep 
schools shut. Meanwhile 
Labour Party leader Keir 
Starmer called for the 
government, unions and 
parents to work together to 
open schools before it’s safe. 

Some Labour MPs have 
been expressing outrage 
about how they have to go 
back into parliament to vote. 

It seems they’re angrier 
about going to parliament 
than about children and 
workers being put at risk. 

One Labour MP called the 
opening of parliament “a 
very high risk strategy”. 

Personally I think four 
and five year olds being 
together at school is a high 
risk strategy. Children that 
young can’t be expected to 
socially distance.

Labour MPs can’t 
complain about the risks to 
themselves if they won’t 
oppose the risks to the rest 
of us.

Isabel Ringrose
York

Just a 
thought...

Sheku Bayoh 

 Too many die saying ‘I can’t breathe’
MEDICAL examiners hired 
by George Floyd’s family 
have found that he died 
of asphyxiation and 
compression on his neck.

Cases of black deaths in 
police custody happen 
disproportionately to 
African Americans. 

Similar incidents have 
occurred in Britain.

An innocent, unarmed 
black man, Sheku Bayoh, 
was falsely accused by a 
member of the public of 
wielding a knife or 
machete in the town of 
Kirkcaldy, Scotland in 

2015. Several police 
officers knelt on his back. 

Police used CS spray, 
batons, leg and ankle 

restraints and handcuffs. 
A post-mortem revealed 

that he had facial injuries, 
bruises to his body and a 
fracture to his rib. 

Officers tried to say 
that he was a potential 
“terrorist” and was 
“resisting arrest”. 

The US police accused 
George Floyd of the same. 

We must support the 
Black Lives Matter 
movement—as both men 
tried to say, “I can’t 
breathe.”

Rabia Saleem
Glasgow
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Campaigners in support 
of the Newham 7 
protesting in the streets 
of east London in 1985
Picture: John Sturrock RACIST 

 POLICE
A VERY BRITISH SCANDAL
 

W
HEN DAVID Oluwale 
drowned in the River 
Aire in Leeds in 1969, 
police wrote “Wog” 
on the nationality 
section of his death 

certificate. His killing was the first 
black death by cops in Britain—and 
shows that police racism, violence and 
cover-up are a very British problem.

Two police officers from Leeds City 
Police had hounded David, a Nigerian 
migrant, for two years. Sergeant Kenneth 
Kitching and Inspector Geoffrey Ellerker 
forced David to bow in front of them, 
kicked his arms away, and smashed his 
head against the pavement. During one 
beating, they pissed on him.

On 17 April 1969, the cops beat David 
with truncheons and ran him out of 
town towards the river where his body 
was found. 

Eighteen months after David’s death, 
rumours about it reported by a police 
cadet triggered an investigation. It 
showed how other officers knew of 
and colluded in Kitching and Ellerker’s 
 campaign of terror.

The investigation led to criminal 
convictions. 

But during the trial the judge referred 
to David as a “dirty, filthy, violent 
vagrant”. Through his direction, charges 
of manslaughter and grievous bodily 
harm against Kitching and Ellerker were 
dropped. They were given 27 months 
and three months for the lesser offence 
of aggravated bodily harm. 

And, despite the whitewash, they are 
the only criminal convictions of cops in a 

police-related death since records began 
in 1970. 

The police would go on to murder 
75 black and Asian people in the 1970s 
and 1980s. And between 1990 and 
2019, 183 black and minority ethnic 
people have died in police custody or 
after otherwise coming into contract 
with the cops.

Inhumanity 
One of them was Christopher Alder, 
who died in custody at Queen’s Gardens 
Police Station in Hull in April 1998.

His sister, Janet Alder, says that eve-
rything about the Minneapolis police’s 
murder of George Floyd last month has 
similarities to her brother’s case.

“It’s the inhumanity of it,” she told 
Socialist Worker, “the racism of it, the 

casual and instant defence of the state, 
the lack of acceptance of accountability. 

“Everything that’s going on at the 
moment has brought to the surface 
things that have been going on for 
years—in the US, Europe and Britain.” 

Janet added, “Having dealt with what 
I’ve dealt with for 22 years, things have 
not changed. 

“We were trying to tell people about 
black deaths then. We were trying to 
say there’s no accountability, that they 
give you false promises to hoodwink the 
public into thinking that the system will 
hold police to account.” 

In the small hours of 1 April 1998, 
Christopher was the victim of an assault 
outside the Waterfront Club in Hull. He 
was taken to the local hospital with a 
head injury. The cops came to question 
him, arrested him, and bundled him 
into a police van, then took him to the 
 custody suite where he died. 

An inquest returned a verdict of 
“unlawful killing” in 2000. 

Janet described how “in my brother’s 
case he was dragged into the custody 
suite with trousers and boxer shorts at 
his ankles. They all stood about  talking 
about charging him with the most severe 
charges,” she said. 

“They were later heard making 
monkey and  chimpanzee noises over 
him. Why was the system not shocked 
and horrified about it—as that is clear 
racism?” 

During the inquest, the state put 
Christopher’s family under surveillance. 
Janet and her legal representative were 
followed from the court, and authorities 

tried to listen to her conversations.
Janet said, “While you are feeling 

all the uncertainty and pain, you have 
people spying on you who not happy 
with what you’re saying.”

Christopher ’s  family suffered 
 unimaginable cruelty at the hands of 
the legal system. 

Some 11 years after Christopher’s 
funeral, his family were told that 
they had been given the wrong body 
and had instead buried 77 year old 
Grace Kamara.

Janet described how after deaths, 
families are made to jump through 
hoops. “At beginning, because you have 
no reason not to, you believe that justice 
will come automatically,” she said. 

“But I don’t believe police are there 
for ordinary people—they are there to 

OLUWASHIJI 
LAPITE 
16 DECEMBER 
1994
A POST mortem 
found that the bones 
in Oluwashiji’s voice 
box had been broken. 
The Nigerian asylum 
seeker had died of 
asphyxiation. 

Cops stopped 
Oluwashiji for “acting 
suspiciously” in Stoke 
Newington in Hackney, 
east London.

While no drugs were 
found on his person, 
he was arrested on 
unspecified drugs 
charges. 

After a struggle, 
Oluwashiji was injured, 
collapsed and died 
after he was put in a 
police van. His body 
had up to 36 separate 
injuries. At the inquest, 
two cops admitted 
kicking his head 
and biting him—and 
claimed self-defence. 

Despite an inquest 
verdict of unlawful 
killing, the cops faced 
no prosecution or 
disciplinary process. 

JEAN CHARLES 
DE MENEZES 
27 JULY 2005
BRAZILIAN electrician Jean Charles 
de Menezes was gunned down on 
his way to work in south London. 
His block of flats had been under 
surveillance in the wake of the 
7/7 bombings.

Cops followed him onto a tube 
train, then one officer held Jean 
Charles down as others shot into his 
head, shoulder and neck. 

He died instantly. 
Senior officers briefed journalists 

that there was a connection between 
Jean Charles and the bombing.  

The Crown Prosecution Service 
decided not to charge officers. 

The Metropolitan Police was 
fined £175,000 after a health and 
safety ruling said the force had  
“endangered the public”. 

BRIAN 
DOUGLAS 
8 MAY 1995
COPS HIT Brian 
Douglas over the head 
with a 22-inch baton 
after he was arrested 
for bad driving. 

The blow meant 
he had a fractured 
skull and lasting brain 
damage.  

Instead of hospital, 
Brian was taken to 
Kennington police 
station in south 
London. Only after his 
face was paralysed 
and he began slurring, 
did cops take him to 
hospital—where he 
died. 

The state decided 
there was insufficient 
evidence to prosecute 
the cops and the 
police watchdog said 
they would not face 
disciplinary charges. 

Judges said two 
cops’ evidence was 
“by no means wholly 
satisfactory”, but 
ruled there was “no 
sound basis in law 
for ordering a fresh 
inquest”. 

support the system.” 
Janet and the family continue to fight 

for justice for Christopher. His case 
doesn’t stand alone. Leon Briggs died 
in 2013 after police in Luton restrained 
him on the street. An inquest a year ago 
into Anthony Grainger’s death in 2012 
found the police were to blame—yet 
no-one is facing trial. 

And the cops were cleared of 
 misconduct 2019 over the arrest and 
detention of Sean Rigg, who died 
in  custody in 2008. Dalian Atkinson 
 collapsed outside his father’s house in 
2016 after being shot by a police taser. 

A neighbour reported that cops kept 
shooting when he was on the ground. 

These are just a handful of cases, 
there are many, many, more. 

Darren Cumberbatch, Edson Da Costa, 
Kingsley Burrell and Mark Duggan are 
all black men who died after coming into 
contact with police. 

Deaths in custody aren’t the only 
instance of police racism in Britain. In 
the 1970s and 1980s cops used Section 4 
of the Vagrancy Act of 1824—known as 
the “sus law”—to systematically harass 
black people. 

This gave them the power to stop and 
search and arrest any person they said 
was “loitering with intent to commit a 
criminal offence”. Some 44 percent of 
people stopped and searched under 
the “sus law” in London in the 1970s 
were African-Caribbean. They made up 
only 6  percent of the population in the 
capital. 

In May 1977, heavily-armed cops 
launched raids on the homes of 60 young 
black people in Lewisham in south east 
London. It was the Met’s operation 
“PNH”—“Police Nigger Hunt”. 

The racist and 
bigoted ideas within 
the police come 
from the people at 
the top of society

‘‘ 
David Oluwale—hounded to death by cops Christopher Alder Sean Rigg

Twenty one people were charged with 
conspiracy to steal. The raids were part 
of a campaign against street crime as pol-
iticians, the police and the press sought 
to label black people as “muggers”. 

Other flashpoints in the 1970s and 
80s show how the police criminalised 
black and Asian people—and sparked 
resistance. 

The case of the Newham 7 is a good 
example. Their persecution came after a 
series of racist attacks in Upton Park and 
Forest Gate in Newham, east London. 

They included a brutal attack on 7 
April 1984 by a racist gang on a disabled 
16 year old Asian who was bludgeoned 
with a hammer.

On the same day, as Asian people 
gathered outside a pub to take on the 
racists, the cops arrived and arrested an 
Asian man.

Damage
In the following few weeks, cops 
arrested another six Asian men and 
charged them with conspiracy to cause 
criminal damage and affray. 

On 3 November that year, another 
group of racists murdered Eustace 
Pryce outside the Greengate pub on the 
Barking Road in Newham. When the 
cops got to the pub, they arrested his 
brother Gerald. 

On a 2,000-strong demonstration in 
support of the Newham 7 and Eustace 
Pryce, police snatch squads charged 
into the crowd. Cops injured dozens and 
arrested 34 people on the day. 

When the trial of the Newham 7 at the 
Old Bailey began on 13 May 1985, police 
collusion and conspiracy were exposed. 
It was discovered that two officers had 
looked through defence files and that 
cops had made notes together.

Despite such battles, police racism 
and violence continue. 

Boris Johnson announced plans in 
2019 to give more freedom for cops 
to use stop and search powers, despite 
the government’s own figures showing 
they’re used in a racist way.  

The police use these laws as a 
 mechanism to harass black and poor 
people. Black people were nine times 
more likely to be stopped and searched 
in England and Wales in 2017-18. And 
this goes up to 40 times more likely 
when cops use stop and search powers 
under Section 60 of the Criminal Justice 
and Public Order Act.

The legislation gives senior police 
officers powers to allow searches  without 
any grounds for suspicion if they think 
that serious violence will occur. 

The racist nature the police flows 
from the role they play in society—and 
this means it’s impossible to have an 
anti-racist police force. 

The cops aren’t there to pro-
tect  ordinary people. In Britain, the 

Metropolitan Police was set up in the 
1820s just as there was a rising working 
class movement. 

From the beginning, their role was 
to keep in check working class people 
and their collective organisations. As 
the working class grew throughout the 
19th century—and so too did  movements 
for democracy and workers’ rights—
police forces expanded across Britain.

The state needed a regular force to 
keep order. 

And in cities soon the police found 
that instead of just protecting rich areas, 
they would go to terrorise poorer ones.

The police are there to protect wealth 
and power of the rich. And the racist 
and bigoted ideas within the police force 
come from the people they serve—the 
people at the top of society. 

The system uses racism and other 
forms of oppression to stoke division. 

When those at the top criminalise 
black and working class people, it allows 
the police to behave in atrocious ways. 

To stop the police racism and  violence, 
we need to uproot the racist, violent 
 capitalist society that relies on them. 
Read more at bit.ly/DyingForJustice

Targeted killing—Jean Charles de Menezes

An uprising across the US is demanding the 
police force is held to account for its racism. 
Tomáš Tengely Evans looks at a history of police 
violence in Britain—and uncovers the resistance to it
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ 
labour creates all profit. A 
socialist society can only be 
constructed when the working 
class seizes control of the means  
of production and  democratically 
plans how they are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

WHAT’S ON       Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600
12

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
ONLINE MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our 
local interventions.  
All welcome.

BLACK COUNTRY
Coronavirus and the 
Global South
Wed 17 June,
 8pm
352-891-2411
BRADFORD
Coronavirus—is 
science neutral? 
Thu 18 June, 
7pm
857-8372-8396 
BRISTOL
From anger to revolution—
what makes people rise up? 
Wed 17 June, 
7pm
688-397-3148

BURNLEY & PENDLE
Eugenics, herd immunity 
and Covid-19 
Wed 17 June, 7.30pm 
446-409-5118
CAMBRIDGE
Coronavirus, the family 
and women’s oppression 
Thu 18 June, 5pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
Coronavirus—is 
science neutral? 
Wed 17 June, 7pm
630-181-4857 
CHESTERFIELD
Coronavirus, capitalism 
and mental health 
Thu 18 June, 6.30pm
829-532-8731
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
Coronavirus, 
conspiracy theories 
and fake news 
Wed 17 June, 8pm
396-573-1805 

EDINBURGH
Coronavirus, 
conspiracy theories 
and fake news 
Wed 17 June, 7.30pm
737-521-8605
EXETER
Coronavirus, capitalism 
and mental health 
Wed 17 June, 7pm
306-675-029 
GLASGOW
After the election of Keir 
Starmer is Corbynism dead?
Thu 18 June, 7pm
889-4663-4626
HARLOW 
Capitalism, diet and the 
politics of food  
Thu 18 June, 7.30pm
633-929-2968
HUDDERSFIELD
Capitalism, diet and the 
politics of food  
Thu 18 June, 6pm
234 919 9440

KENT
After Sanders where 
next for the US left? 
Thu 18 June, 8.15pm
434-623-8064
LEEDS
Can workers run society? 
Thu 18 June, 6.30pm
856-912-7408 
LIVERPOOL
Atfer Sanders—where 
next for the US left?
Wed 17 June, 7pm
493-925-5919 
LONDON: HACKNEY
Coronavirus and the 
Global South 
Thu 18 June, 
7.30pm
798-534-2585
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Is another education 
possible? 
Thu 18 June, 
6.30pm
874-012-7970

LONDON: NEWHAM
Is another education 
possible?
Wed 17 June, 7pm
811-4659-1877 
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
A rebel’s guide to Engels 
Wed 17 June, 7.30pm 
530-913-6390
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Climate crisis, coronavirus 
and system change
Wed 17 June, 7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
China, Covid-19, the state 
and the working class 
Wed 17 June, 7.30pm
543-030-057
LONDON:  WEST AND 
NORTH WEST 
From Grenfell to 
coronavirus—class, 
austerity and resistance 
Thu 18 June, 6pm
731-479-3555 

MANCHESTER
US politics after Sanders 
Wed 17 June, 7pm
873 871 48262
NEWCASTLE
Is revolution possible? 
Wed 17 June, 7pm
368-595-7212 
NOTTINGHAM & DERBY
Black Lives Matter—racism, 
resistance and revolution 
Wed 17 June, 7pm
354-874-4790
OXFORD
Fascism, the far right 
and pandemics
Thu 18 June, 
6.30pm
819-8375-8981
PORTSMOUTH
Is science neutral? 
Wed 17 June, 7.30pm
488-934-2909 
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
From the Second World War 
to Coronavirus—why we 
are not all in it together
Thu 18 June, 7pm
529-174-9278 
SWANSEA
Capitalism, crisis 
and eugenics
Wed 17 June, 7.30pm
248-448-3170
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Booklaunch: Transgender 
resistance—socialism 
and the fight for 
Trans liberation  
Wed 17 June, 7pm
827-489-7492 

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquires@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and at the time given for your 
local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 17 June, 
7pm
291-634-5938

LANCASTER AND 
MORECAMBE
Thu 18 June, 7pm 
992-204-9372

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 17 June, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576

 

Lenin at 150—why his 
ideas still matter 

Socialist Worker  10 June 2020 

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
A Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to Engels 
by Camilla Royle 
£4

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Hegel and Revolution
by Terry Sullivan and 
Donny Gluckstein, £7
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 Intense and powerful new  
 album from Run the Jewels
Hip Hop duo Run the Jewels released their new album early, with proceeds 
going to help defend arrested protesters. Ira Bundy says it is brilliant
RUN THE Jewels’ latest album 
starts as a heavy hitter. It’s intense, 
it’s powerful—in both its beats and 
its lyrics. 

The first song is Yankee and the 
Brave. But I think the second track 
Ooh LA LA should have been the 
first. That’s because “ooh la la, ah, 
oui oui!” is exactly what I exclaimed 
30 seconds after beginning this 
amazing album. 

Why did I speak in French? I don’t 
know either. 

The melodies are beyond intense. 
They’re a continuous euphonious 
crescendo. 

Beyond that the beats and the 
flow of Killer Mike and EI-Ps rapping 
style is reminiscent of the Beastie 
Boys’ staccato rhythm, yet errs itself 
to 90’s gangsta rap. 

Lost
Honestly, by the third song “Out of 
Sight” I was lost in the music. 

I heard a ring, ring, ring. I thought 
it was part of the song, and then I 
realised it was someone at my door. 

I went to answer it and as I 
opened to see the Amazon delivery 
guy standing there the beat dropped 
again. 

I had no choice but to take my 
package and slam the door. 

He didn’t deserve that. But when 
you’re listening to a sound so naughty 
that if it were a teenager in the early 
00s it would have gotten an Asbo, 

you tend to do the inexplicable. 
I see now why the next beat was 

labelled, “HOLY CALAMAFUCK”. 
It’s the most apt description for 

the way you feel leading up to and 
including it.

Beyond the mischievous melodies, 
Killer Mike is a well-established black 
activist, and it’s evident in his lyrics. 

His lyricism can be provocative 
with bars like, “Remember the death 
of Jesus, a hero killed by the state,” 
or, “Look at all these slave masters 
posing on your dollar”. 

Yet at the same time they can be 
humorous. 

A mini-skit at the end of the track 
Walking in the Snow features the 
line, “One of them’s black and one 
of them’s white, so if you don’t like 
it you’re automatically racist.” 

Praises
I could sing the praises non-stop, 
but I’m exasperated. The album is 
vibrant and deep. It’s a party and it’s 
intimate. 

The last song A Few Words for the 
Firing Squad is operatic in its length 
and entertainment.

It was so invigorating by the end 
of it both my son and my daughter 
had a combined asthma attack. 

The strangest thing about that was 
I don’t even have children.
Download at runthejewels.com Pay 
what you want—all proceeds go to the 
Mass Defence Program

SOGGY IN Skeggy: the coast saw 18 foot of rain Picture: Guy WetPerson

TELEVISION 
INSIDE MONACO— 
PLAYGROUND OF THE RICH
Available now on BBC iPlayer

AS MONIKA Bacardi—yes 
that Bacardi—says, “It is a 
bubble, a pink bubble. 

“It is very small, very 
safe and what looks like 
a lot of candies. Louis 
Vuitton, Dior, Chanel 
whatever it is your heart 
wants.”

For decades, crooks 
and con artists—with and 
without titles—have been 
drawn to Monaco because 
of its famous casino and 
willingness to ignore 
banking regulations. 

It is compulsory to 
mention that movie 
star Grace Kelly became 
Princess of Monaco in the 
1950s. The hotel suite 
named after her costs 
£35,000 a night to rent.

Monaco is home to 

more multi-millionaires 
per square foot than any 
other country—one in three 
residents.

And the current His 
Serene Highness—yes, 
really—Prince Albert II, 
who rules the place, is 
letting the camera have a 
nose around. 

One valet says as the 
royals wave from a balcony, 
“They look at us, we look 
at them, it is quite an 
emotional moment.”

People can only buy a 
property in Monaco if they 
have a spare £500,000 and 
you need a property to avail 
of the tax scams. 

So a house without a 
seaview costs £30 million.

This slightly old 
fashioned documentary 
looks at those who serve 
the rich and powerful. But 
any gentle critique is in an 
occasional knowing look 
and a quiet smirk. 

Access comes at a cost. 
The filmmakers are told, 
“The first rule of yachts is 
don’t ask who owns them.” 
So they don’t. 

The documentary is 
made of up three hour-
long episodes. But you get 
what’s wrong with the place 
before you’ve seen your 
first £18,000 white truffle.

As the harbour master 
says, “They are just like 
children they just want 
more and more, bigger 
yachts.”
Simon Basketter

And every day on evening news they feed you fear 
for free
And you so numb you watch the cops choke out a 
man like me
And ‘til my voice goes from a shriek to whisper, “I 
can’t breathe”
Killer Mike’s lyrics in Walking In The Snow

BBC drama shows the banal horror behind Windrush
TELEVISION
SITTING IN LIMBO
Available now on BBC iPlayer

ANTHONY BRYAN feels 
like a very ordinary man. 
He goes to work, watches 
his football team lose and 
joins his family to dance 
round the living room on 
his birthday.

But he’s thrown 
into extraordinary 
circumstances as a routine 
passport application 
pushes his life into chaos.

Anthony, although he 
doesn’t know it yet, is slap 
bang in the middle of the 
Windrush scandal.

Attempting to visit his 
ailing mother abroad, his 
passport application is 
denied, he’s sacked from 
his job and threatened 
with deportation. 

Some of the most 

powerful scenes come as 
Anthony, played by Patrick 
Robinson, is detained in 
The Verne. 

It’s a fortress-like 
detention centre in Dorset, 
166 miles from his home 
in London. 

He’s locked up, without 
any explanation of what 
landed him in a jail cell 
and released just as 
suddenly.

As Anthony lies in his 
jail cell, listening to the 
sound of planes flying 
overhead, it starts to dawn 
on him what this is going 
to be like. 

However dramatic the 
circumstances, it’s the 
banality of the situation 
that really punches 
through. 

Anthony and his partner 
Janet really are Sitting 
in Limbo—unable to 
continue with their normal 

lives but incapable of 
resolving the bureaucratic 
wranglings. 

The process strips you 
of not just your right to 
live in Britain, but your 
dignity too.

In a highly traumatic 
dawn raid Anthony is 
allowed to get dressed 
after asking the cops 
nicely. 

But they don’t shut his 
front door so he’s exposed 
to the street. 

Sitting in Limbo is a 
claustrophobic affair—
rarely do we see Anthony 
and his family outside the 
four walls of their homes, 
the police station or The 
Verne. 

But it’s probably all the 
better for it. The real story 
of the brutality heaped 
on migrants and refugees 
needs to be told. 
Sarah BatesAnthony enters The Verne

KILLER MIKE and EI-P

Bacardi and her Rolls Royce
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A
LL capital-
ist societies 
a re  rac i s t 
and oppres-
sive, but the 
US appears 

uniquely vicious. 
A country that was built 

on the blood of conquest 
and slavery seems trapped 
in history, unable to escape 
its past.

But for as long as there 
has been US racism, there 
has also been a tradition of 
militant anti-racism. And, at 
its highest points, workers 
and the poor have been the 
motor powering it forwards.

Barely two decades after 
US independence in the name 
of liberty, black revolutionar-
ies in Richmond, Virginia, 
hatched a plan to overthrow 
the state’s racist regime. 

In the loosely multira-
cial underworld of urban 
artisans, a slave blacksmith 
named Gabriel Prosser plot-
ted in 1800. 

Gabriel and his conspira-
tors assembled a small army 
and planned to march on 
Richmond in three columns 
under the banner of “Liberty 
or Death”.Crossing bridges, 
they would then seize the 
treasury and arsenal and take 
the governor hostage.

Gabriel and his mostly black 
army wanted to end slavery, 
but wanted most of all a repub-
lican revolution. 

Their chosen enemies were 
the merchants that exploited 
black and white labour. Gabriel 
expected “the poor white 
people” and “the most redoubt-
able republicans” to join him, 
and he would kill the rest.

But a combination of ter-
rible weather, which washed 
away the town’s bridges and 
roads, white terror and black 
betrayal saw the attempt 
defeated. Captured revolu-
tionaries showed no remorse, 
and instead invoked the US 
Founding Father George 
Washington in their defence.

“I have adventured my life 
in endeavouring to obtain the 
liberty of my countrymen, and 
am a willing sacrifice in their 
cause,” said one as he was 
killed. 

T
H E  I D E A  t h a t 
slaves would desire 
 anyth ing  more 
than personal free-
dom was news to 
many in authority. 

That these rebels wanted to 
follow the ideals of the French 
Revolution of 1789, they found 
astounding.

The biggest challenge to 
racism that century came 
after the American Civil War 
in the 1870s. With the old 
 slave-owning Southern ruling 
class broken and defeated, 
freed slaves and poor whites 
together forged a new society 
amid the ruins of war.

The period, known as 
the Radical Reconstruction, 
saw voting rights extended 
to all. Hundreds of people, 
who until  recently were 

someone’s “property”, now 
found  themselves elected to 
high office.

Many states opted for a 
racially mixed public school 
system. And farmers forged 
their own left wing Populist 
movement in a bid to wrestle 
the power from the rich.

One of its leading members, 
Tom Watson, appealed to black 
and white unity. “You are made 
to hate each other because 
upon that hatred is rested the 
keystone of the arch of financial 

despotism which enslaves you 
both,” he said. 

“You are deceived and 
blinded that you may not see 
how this race antagonism per-
petuates a monetary system 
which beggars you both.”

But by the 1890s the old 
ruling class was rebuilding. To 
fully restore themselves, they 
needed to reinstall racism in 
order to break Populism. 

The rich brought together 
various militia to form the Ku 
Klux Klan and a reign of terror 

fell upon the Reconstruction 
and wore down Populism.

The Southern old guard insti-
tuted new “Jim Crow” laws 
designed to segregate black 
from white. Even the  poorest 
white farmer was told they 
were part of a superior race to 
which no black was equal.

The memory of freedom and 
unity faded, but a new genera-
tion of radicals would invoke it 
decades later.

A
S industrial pro-
duction gave rise 
to huge mills, 
factor ies  and 
mines  across 
the  Sou th ,  a 

new wave of trade unionism 
spread. With this came strikes, 
and with strikes, the question 
whether black workers could 
join the union.

While some unions refused 
black workers, more welcom-
ing workers’ organisations also 
sprung up. 

By the 1920s, mass strikes 
were becoming more common 
and some involved black and 
white workers.

Bosses were quick to blame 
stoppages on Communists—
and for once there was some 
truth in the accusation. 

The recent ly  formed 
Communist Party USA was 
firmly committed both to 

fighting racism and to indus-
trial militancy.

The Communists made their 
name in anti-racism in the 
defence of the Scottsboro Boys. 

In 1931, nine young black 
men, aged 13 to 21, were 
falsely convicted of the rape of 
two white women in Alabama. 
Authorities rushed a trial before 
an all-white jury, knowing a 
guilty verdict was a formality. 
This form of “legal lynching” 
was widespread in “Southern 
Justice”.

In the racist frenzy that 
followed, mainstream black 
organisations all but washed 
their hands of the Scottsboro 
Boys.

But the Communists saw a 
chance to expose US racism to 
the world—and the opportunity 
to build a multi-racial defence 
campaign.

T
H E Y  TO U R E D 
famil ies of the 
conv ic ted men 
from city to city, 
going from street 
meetings to black 

churches to union branches 
and beyond. When they 
organised protest marches in 
Harlem, the police beat the 
Communists bloody.

The sight of so many badly 
wounded whites in the blackest 
area of New York was a revela-
tion to many. 

And it convinced some that 
the Communist claim that white 
workers could be broken from 
chauvinism was in fact true.

As the editor of the New 
York black newspaper, The 
Amsterdam News, declared, 
“I was suspicious of these gift-
bearing Reds… lest they should 
rise to power on the backs of 

 

tors assembled a small army 
and planned to march on 
Richmond in three columns 
under the banner of “Liberty 
or Death”.Crossing bridges, 
they would then seize the 
treasury and arsenal and take 

Gabriel and his mostly black 
army wanted to end slavery, 
but wanted most of all a repub-

fell upon the Reconstruction 
and wore down Populism.

tuted new “Jim Crow” laws 
designed to segregate black 
from white. Even the  poorest 
white farmer was told they 
were part of a superior race to 
which no black was equal.

unity faded, but a new genera-
tion of radicals would invoke it 
decades later.

A
new wave of trade unionism 
spread. With this came strikes, 
and with strikes, the question 
whether black workers could 
join the union.

black workers, more welcom-
ing workers’ organisations also 
sprung up. 

were becoming more common 
and some involved black and 
white workers.

stoppages on Communists—
and for once there was some 
truth in the accusation. 

Communist Party USA was 
firmly committed both to 

fighting racism and to indus-
trial militancy.

Alongside a terrible history of vicious racism in the US, 
there is a tradition of militant anti-racism. Yuri Prasad 
looks back at when black and white people have fought 
back together against the system

The rich 
used the KKK 
for a 
reign of 
terror

‘‘ 
Gabriel Prosser

Black car workers on strike in the US

US REVOLTS 
AGAINST 
RACISM
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American Negroes and then 
leave them to their fate.

“The victory thus far of the 
Communists in the Scottsboro 
case… the fight they are put-
ting up for coloured and white 
 farmers in Alabama… strike 
forcefully at the wrongs suf-
fered by the Negro today.” 

After many years campaign-
ing, the charges against four of 
the nine were dropped and none 
now faced the death penalty. 

The campaign had been vital 
to keeping them alive.

M a n y  o f  t h e  t a c t i c s 
Communists used—such as 
 sit-in, boycotts and pickets—
would later become hallmarks 
of Civil Rights campaigns in the 
1960s. 

Unions, and many  well-known 
worker activists played a prom-
inent role in this new move-
ment. But it wasn’t until the late 
1960s that  workers’ battles came 
centre stage.

The spirit of Black Power 
and urban rebellion found an 
expression in the heart of the 
industrial US, Detroit.

Groups of revolutionary 
black workers in the city’s car 
plants felt that riots did not take 
full advantage of the specific 
power that they had to stop the 
flow of profits. 

At the Dodge plant, they 
formed the Dodge Revolutionary 
Union Movement (Drum) and 
their aim was to combine Black 
Power with workers’ power.

D
RUM WAS formed 
to fight discrimi-
nation, both in 
and outside the 
factory—and was 
prepared to use 

unofficial strikes to achieve 
its goals. The initiative spread 
from one firm to another.

Not only could Drum’s strikes 
hit profits, they were much 
safer compared to the strategy 
of street warfare that others 
in the Black Power movement 
advocated. 

Not one member of Drum 
was shot, put on trial or jailed.

But inside Drum there were 
tensions between socialists and 
black nationalists over white 
workers. During wildcat strikes 
most Drum members refused to 
give leaflets to white workers, 
even if they had honoured their 
picket lines.

This allowed bosses to divide 
the resistance. 

Drum petered out as Black 
Power went into decline. 

But the official UAW union 
was forced to allow black work-
ers to become shop stewards 

and shop convenors. These 
vignettes are just a small picture 
of the way radical  anti-racism 
sought to combine the power of 
workers with a militant struggle 
against racism.

On the protests and upris-
ings in the wake of George 
Floyd’s murder, black and white 
people have flooded the streets 
together. 

And some organised groups 
of workers have shown their 
solidarity (see right). 

The uprisings are part of that 
rich tradition of unity. These 
examples should inspire us to 
take on the system and uproot 
oppression. 

They show us that it is both 
possible and necessary to break 
the hold of prejudice. 

And when we do so, we strike 
fear in the heart of bosses and 
their racist, capitalist system.  

A convention of 
Tom Watson’s 
Populist Party in 
1890 (top) The 
ruling class turned 
the racist thugs of 
the KKK (above)

Workers bring more than 
just numbers to protests 

Organised workers 
make up a unique 
group with the power 
to paralyse the system, 
says Sarah Bates

THE REVOLT that’s exploded 
across the US is an historic 
challenge to the rancid 
racism of our rulers. 

Now a challenge for 
activists is to deepen and 
strengthen the movement. 

The critical factor will be 
the involvement of workers.

Some have already 
shown solidarity with 
activists demanding justice 
for George Floyd.

Last week in Britain some 
uniformed firefighters joined 
demonstrations and “took the 
knee” outside fire stations. 

In the US city of Columbus, 
Ohio workers at a Mexican 
restaurant walked out 
after being asked to make 
500 tacos for the cops. 

Worker Jake Widdoswon 
said he joined the protests 
because, “Seeing the extreme 
brutality on protesters 
and making that food 
was not something I felt 
comfortable with doing.”

In Minneapolis and New 
York, bus workers have 
refused to transport police 
officers and arrestees to jail. 

“We are willing to do 
what we can to ensure our 
labour is not used to help 
the Minneapolis Police 
Departments shut down 
calls for justice,” said a bus 
workers’ union petition.

Elsewhere in New York, 
hospital workers came out 
in their personal protective 
equipment to applaud Black 
Lives Matter protesters. 

Scrubs
One healthcare worker joined 
a Black Lives Matter march 
in his medical scrubs. 

He said, “For the past 
months I’ve been taking 
care of Covid-19 patients 
in a predominately black 
and brown community.”

“I’ve found myself just 
facilitating a death, and 
not a very comfortable 
one for many people.

“The hospital and 
hospital system in 
America is two-tiered. 

“Those who are wealthy 

and have insurance, and 
those who are uninsured 
and minority. I’m tired of 
being a cog in that system.” 

Why does the involvement 
of workers and trade 
unionists matter? 

They have swelled numbers 
on anti-racist demonstrations. 

And organising to 
support protests among 
workmates can transform 
ideas in a workplace.

But the main reason is that 
they make up a critical social 
force in society with a power 
that no other group has. 

The system we live in, 
capitalism, relies on workers 
to function. It is based on 
bosses making profits on 
the back of workers’ labour, 
and they can’t make any if 
people refuse to work.

System
So workers have the 
potential to bring the 
entire system to a halt. 

For instance, in the 
1930s, workers took part in 
a wave of mass strikes and 
factory occupations across 
the US. In Minneapolis 
Teamsters, or truck drivers, 
struck over working hours 
and union recognition.

The strike spread to 
involve workers across 
the city and had a huge 
impact, shutting down most 
commercial transport.

It won despite severe police 
violence, troops and arrests.

So workers can hit the 
system in a way that others 
can’t. Workers’ action is a 
direct challenge to the bosses’ 
authority and raises the 
question of who is in charge. 

In Minneapolis, unions had 
shut down the market area 
for instance. They allowed 
certain farmers to deliver 
directly to grocers instead.

Last December, energy 
workers struck in France. 

They cut off electricity 
to bosses and cops—but 
reconnected the supply 
for ordinary people.

Socialists celebrate 
all forms of resistance 
to this racist system. 

But we also want more of 
the kind of action that can 
really threaten it. Working 
class people have the power 
to make the  system crumble.

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

FIREFIGHTERS HAVE joined anti-racist actions

Energy strikers 
in France cut 
off supplies to 
the bosses and 
the cops

‘‘ 

COMMENT‘‘ ’’

BACK STORY
Some workers in the 
US have joined Black 
Lives Matter protests 
and taken action in 
solidarity
�Some bus drivers have 
refused to transport cops 
and arrested protesters
�Restaurant staff in Ohio 
refused to make 500 tacos 
for the police
�Workers are uniquely 
powerful because they can 
stop the flow of profits
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by CHARLIE KIMBER

A  R E T I R E D  a s s i s t a n t 
chief  constable accused of 
 misleading a public inquiry 
into the shooting of an 
unarmed man will not face 
misconduct proceedings.

Allegations against Steven 
Heywood,  who ret ired 
from Greater Manchester 
Police (GMP) in 2018, were 
 dismissed by a panel last 
Tuesday.

The force was accused of 
a “fundamental disregard” 
for everyone involved in the 
proceedings.

Anthony Grainger was 
shot through the chest as 
he sat in a car in Culcheth, 
Cheshire, by an armed police 
officer known as “Q9” in 
March 2012. 

Detect ives  said they 
believed Grainger and two 
others were planning a 
 robbery and had access to 
firearms. 

However, no weapons 
were found and a public 
inquiry last year found GMP 
entirely to blame for his 
death due to serious flaws in 
its operation.

Judge Thomas Teague QC 

criticised senior officers for a 
“catastrophic series of failings 
and errors”.

No audio  or  v i sua l 
 recordings were made of 
the operation by the 16-man 
team. 

The fo l lowing week 
Grainger’s partner, Gail 
Hadfield-Grainger, said, “It 
was pitch black. It would have 
been hard to see  anything. It 
could have been my son in the 
car, he’s a tall lad. The two 

men with Anthony were later 
acquitted of conspiracy to rob.

“The whole operation was 
a shambles.

“Police officers were 
sent out after a 14-hour 
shift beginning at 4am 

with machine guns, tasers, 
 shotguns  and CS gas 
canisters, having been told 
Anthony was a bad’un. Their 
intelligence was wrong. 

“Why would you not 
 double-check its veracity to 
prevent loss of life?”

Steven Heywood, the 
force’s former assistant chief 
constable, was due to face 
misconduct proceedings last-
week over evidence he gave 
to Teague’s inquiry into 
Grainger’s death.

However, the charges were 
dropped after GMP said it 
would offer no evidence 
against him. 

Redacted
The force’s barrister, Gerry 
Boyle QC, told the hearing 
that it would be “unfair” to 
continue as it would not have 
access to redacted material. 

This included evidence 
given during a closed session 
at the public inquiry in 2017. 

Dismissing the allegations 
against Heywood, the chair 
of the panel, Nahied Asjad, 
criticised GMP. 

She said, “Mr Grainger’s 
family, Mr Heywood and the 
public have been let down by 
the appropriate authority in 

this case and we note there 
was no contrition or apology 
to anyone in what was said 
on their behalf this morning.”

Gail Hadfield-Grainger 
said she was “genuinely, 
genuinely devastated” by the 
outcome.

“GMP have offered no 
 evidence to save their embar-
rassment—not for the public’s 
interest, not for the people 
involved, not for anybody 
else but themselves and this 
is why they’re in this mess in 
the first place,” she said.

M a r i n a  S c h o f i e l d , 
Grainger’s mother, said, “Yet 
again, our family and the 
public have been let down by 
GMP.”

Heywood, who retired 
in 2018 following criticism 
of his evidence, admitted 
that he did not initially tell 
the inquiry that entries in 
his firearms log were made 
retrospectively. 

The log was alleged to have 
been made to “retrospectively 
justify” Heywood’s decision to 
authorise a firearms opera-
tion carried out in the days 
leading up to the killing.

The log contained  inaccurate 
information about Grainger’s 
previous convictions.

Grainger killing---cop’s misconduct hearing dropped

THE CAR Anthony 
Grainger (far left) 
was in when shot in 
the chest by a police 
officer (top). Former 
assistant chief constable 
Steven Heywood (left) 
was investigated over 
evidence he gave to an 
inquiry
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Armoured vehicles were 
unveiled at 2014 protest 

POLICE militarisation and 
the 1033 programme first 

really hit the headlines in a major 
way after another wave of riots 
against police violence in 2014.

Protests erupted in Ferguson, 
Missouri after police shot dead 
black teenager Michael Brown.

On the second day of 
protests, cops showed up in 
armoured vehicles brandishing 
shotguns and M4 rifles. People 
began investigating just where 
the gear had come from.

The case of the Los Angeles 
School Police Department caused 

particular shock and outrage 
when picked up by the press.

Reluctantly, it decided 
to give its three grenade 
launchers back to the military.

Under pressure, the then 
president Barack Obama passed 
some limitations on what cops 
could pick up through 1033.

No more grenade launchers, 
bayonets or weaponised aircraft.

But he didn’t mind the 
assault rifles, ammunition 
and armoured vehicles

And in any case, Donald Trump 
repealed the restrictions in 2017.

Slaughter abroad is linked to 
militarisation of the US police

POLICE OFFICERS in the US increasingly look like a military force

It was after the US’s wars in the Middle East escalated that military 
equipment really started flooding into police departments, writes Nick Clark 

 IF the US cops attacking Black 
Lives Matters protesters look 

as if they’ve been kitted out like 
soldiers, it’s because they have.

Police dressed up like stormtroop-
ers have confronted unarmed pro-
testers with armoured vehicles, flash-
bang grenades and assault rifles that 
fire heavy, hard wooden and plastic 
bullets.

Much of that equipment has come 
directly from the US military. 

The transfer of such weaponry is 
linked to increasing police violence. 

One study published in 2017, and 
another in 2018, both found that the 
more military equipment a police 
department received, the more civil-
ians it killed.

One condition on the transfer of 
equipment—that the force must use 
the equipment its sent within a year 
or return it—essentially encourages 
this.

Armour
The gas mask wearing, automatic 
rifle wielding, body armour clad cops 
is what happens when US imperial-
ism meets racist policing.

Since 1989, US police forces have 
been able to pick up equipment from 
the military pretty much for free, 
thanks to the “1033” programme.

Made permanent in 1997 under 
Democratic president Bill Clinton, 
1033 was part of the “war on 
drugs”—a policy that disproportion-
ately incarcerated black people for 
minor offences.

But it was after the US’s wars in 
the Middle East began that military 
equipment really started flooding 
into police departments.

The US ramped up its military 
spending in the first decade of the 
21st century for its invasions and 

occupations of Afghanistan and  
Iraq. But after both ended in defeat, 
the US began trying to leave the 
region. 

The military found itself with more 
gear than even it knew what to do 
with. So it went to the cops.

Surplus military equipment trans-
ferred to police increased gradually 
from the mid to late 2000s—then 
sharply after 2010.

In addit ion to that ,  s ince 
2001 the US’s Department of  
Homeland Security paid out billions 

of pounds worth of grant money to 
police forces to buy military equip-
ment elsewhere.

Since the 1033 programme 
launched, it has transferred at least 
£6 billion worth of equipment to 
roughly 8,000 police departments.

Some of the details of what ended 
up where would be almost funny if 
they weren’t so frightening.

The pol ice  department  in 
Maricopa County, Arizona, has a  
.50 calibre machine gun that can blast 
through buildings. 

The department in Johnston, 
Rhode Island, got ten tactical trucks, 
35 assault rifles, more than 100 infra-
red gun sights and 44 bayonets. It has 
less than 100 officers.

The worst of it has gone to 
areas with high black and Hispanic 
populations. 

A study published in the journal of 
the American Society of Criminology 
in 2018 found the larger the black 
and ethnic population, the greater the 
value of equipment transferred to the 
police force.

Iraq war 
vehicles 
on streets

              THE MRAP—Mine 
Resistant Ambush 

Protected—armoured 
vehicle has almost 
become the symbol of 
the US’s militarised 
police.

These giant armoured 
in vehicles have been 
seen in Minneapolis, 
Seattle, Los Angeles, 
and Philadelphia. 

But they owe their 
existence to the Iraq war.

 After the invasion 
in 2003, the US faced 
armed resistance it 
didn’t know how to deal 
with. 

The Mrap was 
designed to protect its 
soldiers from roadside 
bombs.

It didn’t stop that 
resistance forcing the 
US into a humiliating 
retreat. And now the 
Mrap is used against 
resistance at home.

Israel 
trains
US police

 WHERE better to 
learn how to behave 

as an occupying military 
force than Israel?

Many US police chiefs 
and departments have 
received training from 
the Israeli military on 
crowd control, use  
of force and surveillance.

Cops from Baltimore 
Florida, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
California, Arizona, 
Connecticut, New York, 
Massachusetts, North 
Carolina, Georgia, 
Washington state as well 
as the DC Capitol police 
have all travelled to 
Israel for training.

An army that grew up 
on US military aid now 
trains US cops. 

It’s another way that 
the US’s imperialism is 
brought back onto its 
own streets.

Process driven by racism
 ON THE face of it, it can seem as if 
1033 is the root of the problem.
Campaigners, journalists and 
academics argue that the influx of 
military equipment encourages a 
military mindset among the police. 

That leads to a more violent, 
racist style of policing.

But the problem is much more 
than a matter of training and 
equipment.

During the war on drugs and 
the war on terror, the number of 
police departments with Swat— 
special weapons and tactics—teams 
increased, and so did their use.

By some estimates, Swat teams 
are now deployed some 160 times 
across the US.

That process began in the 80s 
long before 1033, and is linked to 

the war on drugs and later the war 
on terror. Swat—which began as 
a semi-military response to riots in 
the 1960s—became part of routine 
policing, particularly of poor black 
people.

Both it and 1033 are symptoms—
not the cause—of a system that 
views them as a dangerous enemy.

A Swat team

AN Mrap vehicle
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Still no Justice for Grenfell as 
new ruling protects bosses
THE ANNIVERSARY of the 
Grenfell Tower fire should be a 
reminder of a great crime car-
ried out by the Tories and the 
elites.

The blaze on 14 June 2017 
caused 72 deaths. They were vic-
tims of a racist society organised 
for the rich. They died because of 
deregulation, the downgrading of 
council housing, fire service cuts 
and contempt for working class 
people’s cries of protest.

There is still no justice. The cul-
prits in the boardrooms, the minis-
terial offices and the council cham-
bers go unpunished.

The official inquiry into the fire 
has suffered endless delays. 

Now, adding further insult, Tory 
attorney general Suella Braverman 
said that oral evidence given to 
the inquiry on behalf of compa-
nies can’t be used in later criminal 
prosecutions.

It means that “legal persons” 
including executives and directors 
from companies associated with the 
fire could potentially give damning 
verbal statements to the inquiry 
with impunity. 

That protection had already been 
given to individuals.

Braverman’s office said that 
several firms’ representatives had 
threatened to stay silent without 
the guarantee.

Applied
Firms that had applied for immunity 
included Rydon, Harley Facades 
and the Kensington and Chelsea 
Tenant Management Organisation 
(KCTMO).

Rydon was responsible for a 
refurbishment of the tower, in 
which flammable cladding manu-
factured by Arconic was installed 
by Harley Facades. KCTMO was the 
Tory council-owned company that 
managed the tower.

Braverman said her decision 
would give the inquiry “the best 
chance of establishing the full 
truth.”

Her office said other forms of evi-
dence such as written  statements 
aren’t covered by the protection, and 
that it doesn’t give firms immunity 

from prosecution.The ruling also 
means that firms can’t refuse to give 
evidence on the basis that it would 
risk self-incrimination.

But it is an obstacle for the fight 
for justice—and a shield for the 
firms responsible.

Moyra Samuels, a campaigner 
for justice for Grenfell, said, “The 
bereaved and survivors, and the 
community, are faced with the ques-
tion of accountability or truth. Do 
we want the truth—or do we want 
accountability as well? We will not 
get justice without accountability.”

The decision comes after the 
 government dropped a demand 
on companies to remove flamma-
ble cladding from buildings by this 
month.

In July last year, the then Tory 
communities secretary James 
Brokenshire said building owners 
had to remove aluminium com-
posite cladding—the type used on 
Grenfell—by June 2020.

There were then 327 high rise 
buildings covered in the cladding. 

But by April, just 42 build-
ings had been stripped of the 
 cladding, according to government  
figures.

A spokesperson said the work 
“takes time” and refused to say 
the government would take the 
“enforced action” Brokenshire 
threatened.

Three years after the fire, the 
Tories want to protect guilty hous-
ing bosses and let firms off the hook.

THE TORIES have blood on their hands

Racism is why virus kills more non-white people
BLACK AND minority ethnic 
(BAME) groups in England 
are up to twice as likely to die 
of coronavirus as their white 
counterparts, according to an 
official report published on 
Tuesday. 

It said people of Bangladeshi 
ethnicity had around twice the 
risk of death compared with 
white British people. That’s after 
accounting for the effects of sex, 
age, deprivation and region. 

“People of Chinese, Indian, 
Pakistani, other Asian, Caribbean 
and other black ethnicity had 
between 10 and 50 percent 
higher risk of death when 
compared to white British,” the 
report said. 

The Health Service Journal 
(HSJ) magazine said that the 
government removed a key 
section from the report.

An earlier draft included 
responses from the 1,000-plus 
organisations and individuals 
who supplied evidence to the 

review. Many of these suggested 
that discrimination and poorer 
life chances were playing a part 
in the increased risk of Covid-19 
to those with BAME 
backgrounds.

The Muslim Council of Britain 
responded to this by pointing to 
the “high levels of deaths of 
BAME healthcare workers and 
extensive research showing 
evidence and feelings of 

structural racism and 
discrimination in the NHS”. 

One source with knowledge of 
the review told the HSJ that the 
section “did not survive contact 
with health secretary Matt 
Hancock’s office” over the 
weekend.

Hancock nauseatingly 
claimed, “We are absolutely 
determined to get to the bottom 
of this, right across the world, 
people are angry about racial 
injustice. And I get that. Black 
lives matter.”

People from non-white 
backgrounds make up   
41 percent of the capital’s 
population. Yet they account for  
54 percent of the fines and  
55 percent of the arrests for 
alleged breaches of Covid-19 
legislation.

Black people make up  
12 percent of the population but 
received 26 percent of the fines 
handed out and accounted for 
31 percent of arrests.

Scummy Serco takes test contract 
OUTSOURCING GIANT Serco 
has been handed a multimillion 
pound contract to manage the 
coronavirus test and trace. 

It won the £45.8 million deal 
only a few months after being 
fined £1 million for failures in 
other contracts.

Serco CEO, Winston Churchill’s 
grandson Rupert Soames, 
boasted that it would “cement” 
privatisation of the NHS supply 

chain. But Cat Hobbs, the director 
of the We Own It campaign for 
public ownership, said, “Lives 
are at stake but the outsourcing 
companies can only see pound 
signs.

“The government must 
scrap Serco’s contract and give 
local public sector teams the 
responsibility for getting us out of 
lockdown safely.”

Health must come before profit.

 BACK STORY
For three years the Tories, 
councillors and housing bosses 
have dodged any responsibility 
for the blaze that ripped through 
Grenfell Tower on 14 June 2017. 
l Campaigners hoped that an 
official inquiry would mean that 
those responsible would be 
brought to justice. But it has seen 
repeated delays.
l Criminal proceedings are 
unlikely until the second phase 
inquiry findings are published 
and the police consider them. 
This could take years.

Black and minority ethnic (BAME) 
health workers are at a high risk
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TRANSPORT WORKERS

  Action needed over 
rail safety threats
by SARAH BATES

TRANSPORT workers are 
gearing up for huge battles 
across the network, as 
the Tories try to fill buses 
and trains to reopen the 
economy. 

Workers in London found 
out last Friday afternoon that 
the government planned to 
staff busy stations with volun-
teers from Monday this week. 

The move comes ahead of 
non-essential shops opening 
on 15 June, and new rules 
about  mandatory face 
coverings on public transport 
at the same time. 

Gloves
Transport secretary Grant 
Shapps said that volunteer 
“journey makers” would 
remind travellers to wear face 
coverings. 

“We’re going to have 
thousands of people from 
the British Transport Police, 
Network Rail, Transport for 
London and actually a whole 
army of volunteers,” he said.

“They will remind you to 
put your face covering on.” 

But London Underground 
worker and RMT union rep 
Phil told Socialist Worker that 
the move threatens the safety 
of workers and passengers. 

“There’s been no contact 
with the union, no discus-
sion,” he said. “We got told 
on Friday it was starting in 
Brixton on Monday. 

“I asked to see a risk assess-
ment and see what the plan is 
for the volunteers. 

“Where are these people 
going to go for refreshments, 
where are they going to the 
toilet and where are they 
taking rest breaks?”

Transport workers are 
already on the frontline 
against the virus, and placing 

extra strain on already poor 
station facilities puts them 
even further at risk. 

“I’m not going to deny 
someone the toilet or a drink 
of water, but if I can’t do 
that myself safely, I’m going 
home,” said Phil. 

RMT general secretary, Mick 
Cash, said the government 
had done a “backroom deal” 
on volunteers. 

He added that the union is 
considering holding a strike 
ballot.

Workers are yet to see a 

plan for how Transport for 
London plans to manage its 
recommendation that trains 
should only be 15 percent full.

And Phil said that workers 
see further battles over pay, 
cuts and funding 

“The big one is going to 
be the funding—cuts, wage 
freezes and so on,” he said.

“London Underground has 
got an emergency grant from 
the government, but it’s only 
going to last six months. 

“No one knows what hap-
pens after that.”

POSTAL WORKERS HOUSINGCLEANERS

Bridgwater post walkout 
over manager’s attacks 
POSTAL WORKERS in 
Bridgwater, Somerset, 
walked out unofficially on 
Thursday of last week and 
voted to stay out on Friday.

The 100 members of 
the CWU union took action 
against a manager’s attacks 
on their working conditions.

Royal Mail wants to get 
rid of local agreements won 
and defended by strong 
union organisation.

Ripping these up could 
mean workers are forced to 
work longer and later hours. 

Bosses also want to 
get rid of the bicycles 
workers at Bridgwater still 
use—long after they were 
scrapped in other Royal 
Mail workplaces—thanks to 
strong union organisation.

Workers say the 
manager—who has already 
been removed from the 

workplace twice before—
has shown “aggressive and 
anti-union behaviour”.

They also say managers 
have accused people 
of “wilful delay of the 
mail”—which could lead to 
dismissal—for not working 
beyond their contracted 
hours. 

And they say managers 
have followed union 
activists around the building 
in an attempt to stop 
them from talking to other 
members.

 A statement on behalf 
of the strikers said, “Royal 
Mail must now reconsider 
their whole management 
strategy at Bridgwater and 
appoint managers who are 
prepared to work with the 
union, not try and destroy 
it.” 
Nick Clark

MASKS ALONE are not a safety plan 

CORONAVIRUS

Pay more for failed care
CORONAVIRUS HAS ripped 
through adult social care. 

Recent research indicates 
that care home residents are 
likely to make up more than 
half of the deaths resulting 
from Covid-19 in England. 

Researchers based their 
figures on “excess deaths”—
the number of fatalities 
occurring higher than the 
average for the time of year.

This is more accurate than 
the government’s figures.

Produced by LaingBuisson, 
a healthcare consultant firm, 
the study predicts direct and 
indirect deaths from Covid-19 
were likely to reach 59,000 by 
the end of June. 

It said that 34,000—or  
57 percent—of these will be 
care home residents. 

Author William Laing 
pointed to a series of 
systematic failures. 

Doctors’ visits were stopped, 
residents were discharged 
from hospitals into care homes 
without tests and emergency 

care was scaled back. 
And workers are still 

battling for lifesaving Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) 
and access for tests. 

The Data Analysis Bureau 
said that as of 27 May a paltry 
15 percent of care home 
workers had been tested so far. 

Despite these bleak 
conditions, vulnerable people 
are seeing their care costs 
hiked up during the pandemic. 

Age UK reported that some 
care home residents were 
forced to fork out for more 
than £100 a week to pay for 
workers’ wages and PPE. 

The extra charges will 
impact on an estimated 
167,000 people who pay for 
their time at care homes, and 
an extra 45,000 who self-fund 
part of their care. 

The charity said people who 
self-fund their own care are 
already charged just over £850 
a week—and some of them are 
now looking at a price hike of 
15 percent.

New threats 
to homeless
THOUSANDS OF homeless 
people face being thrown 
back onto the streets as the 
Tories ease the coronavirus 
lockdown.

The government funded a 
scheme called “Everyone In” 
that was supposed to house 
homeless people during the 
lockdown. But funding for the 
scheme will stop at the end 
of June. And many people 
remained homeless despite 
the scheme.

Homeless minister Luke 
Hall last week said anyone 
sleeping rough could just 
move in with family or 
friends. 

The ridiculous suggestion 
exposed the government’s 
contempt for homeless 
people.

Six housing charities, 
including Shelter, St Mungo’s 
and Centrepoint, last week 
said “more needs to be done” 
to support homeless people.

Wildcat at 
Ark academy
CLEANERS AT Ark Globe 
Academy in south London 
walked out on a wildcat 
strike on Thursday last week.

They say they are still 
owed wages from as far back 
as January 2019 in some 
cases. 

The cleaners, all of them 
migrants, are outsourced to 
Ridge Crest contractor.

Their UVW union said, 
“They decided enough is 
enough and refused to work.

“They only get the 
miserable minimum wage, 
statutory sick pay and do 
not get face masks despite 
repeated requests. 

“They will be balloted for 
official strike action.”

Ark Globe was founded 
by billionaire hedge fund 
manager Arpad Busson.

 
nTHE UVW has launched 
a fight for a £12 an 
hour minimum wage.

Tories in trouble over 
coronavirus strategy
>>>continued from page 20
staff it would not operate 
at full speed for another 
three or four months. 

The government had 
announced it was ready to go 
from 1 June to cover for its 
drive to reopen schools and 
boost the return to work.

As always working class 
people have been hit hardest 
by the Tory failures. The 
lower your pay the more 
likely you are to be forced 
to risk your health by going 
out to an unsafe workplace.

Official figures show that 
even during the strictest 
period of the lockdown 
the lowest income group 
was working longer hours 
compared to five years ago.

The Office for National 
Statistics said, “The impact 
of the lockdown on people’s 
lives varies by income group. 

“Those in high income 
households have seen 
the greatest fall in travel 
time and a corresponding 
rise in time spent 
working from home. 

“They also report having 
more free time than normal.

“Meanwhile, people in 
low income households 
were more likely to continue 

working outside the home. 
“Their increase in free 

time was smaller than higher 
income households and time 
spent working away from 
home was unchanged.”

No wonder the 
government is increasingly 
unpopular. 

YouGov polling found 
that Johnson’s government 
has seen the biggest fall 
in confidence in its virus 
strategy among 22 countries. 

YouGov’s Matthew 
Smith said, “Britain is 
seen, literally, as the 
sick man of Europe. 

“Every other European 
country surveyed believes the 
UK’s coronavirus response to 
have been worse than their 
own—and by wide margins.” 

Even as the failures 
mount, the government 
has earmarked 22 June to 
reopen pubs and restaurants 
to outdoor customers. 

The government was 
forced to deny that 
chancellor Rishi Sunak 
wanted a different approach. 

The splits at the top 
should encourage resistance.

Trade union leaders 
should confront head-on 
the government’s plans.

CARE HOMES

NHS 

LOW PAID workers at 
Homerton University Hospital 
in east London—employed 
by outsourcer ISS—could be 
moving towards a dispute. 

The hospital trust has 
just decided to extend ISS’s 
contract for five years.

The Unison and GMB 
unions which represent 
porters, domestics, cleaners, 
catering and security staff 

have entered into a “formal 
dispute” over the issue.

Unison greater London 
regional organiser Carol 
Shorter said, “These workers 
are on the front line in the 
war against Covid-19.

“They deserve the same 
pay and conditions as their 
NHS colleagues. We’re 
calling on the trust to bring 
the services back in-house.”
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 TORY SCHOOL  
 PLAN FAILED
by SADIE ROBINSON 

THE TORIES have been 
forced to drop plans to get 
all primary school children 
back into school before the 
summer term ends.

Educa t ion  sec re ta ry 
Gavin Williamson made the 
announcement on Tuesday.

It’s a victory for parents, 
workers, union activists and 
others who have fought to 
put safety before the drive to 
get parents back to work.

The Tories wanted chil-
dren in reception, year 1 and 
year 6 to begin returning to 
school from 1 June. 

They wanted all years to 
return for four weeks before 
the summer.

Yet fears about coronavi-
rus had already blocked the 
first stage of this plan.

Councils
Councils across the north 
west of England last week 
advised schools not to reopen 
to wider numbers of children 
because the rate of infection 
is too high.

Some workers have taken 
action in response. 

At one Salford school, 
some 23 Unison union mem-
bers refused to go into work 

on Monday due to safety 
concerns.

A Unison rep said, “We met 
at the school gate, socially 
distanced and voted unani-
mously not to go in to protect 
ourselves, our children and 

their families. It was just the 
right thing to do.”

This is a fantastic response 
and we need more action like 
this. 

The Tories are under huge 
pressure. But many schools 

across England are still trying 
to get more children back to 
school. 

And the Welsh govern-
ment plans to get all schools 
opened to wider numbers 
from 29 June. This drive has 

already put more lives at risk. 
One primary school in 

Bradford, West Yorkshire, 
last week sent home nine 
children and three workers 
because they had symptoms 
of the virus. The school was 

later closed for a deep clean. 
In north London, a parent 
reported that another parent 
who had sent their child back 
to school had contracted the 
virus.

A Derby primary school 
was forced to close after 
seven staff members tested 
positive for the virus.  

And at a special school 
in Bolton, three workers 
have become infected with 
the virus, according to the 
Unison union. 

Workers there said they 
thought the number might 
be higher.

Williamson’s announce-
ment marks a big retreat, but 
the fight is not over.

Dr Gavin Morgan from the 
government’s Sage group of 
scientists said last weekend 
that keeping children at home 
was “100 percent worse” for 
them than the virus.

The lockdown is undoubt-
edly having a dire impact on 
many children. 

But forcing children and 
workers into unsafe situa-
tions is not the answer.

As well as fighting to keep 
people safe, activists must 
demand proper support 
and resources for children, 
workers and parents.

 A PROTEST against the unsafe reopening of schools in Hackney, east London  Picture: Guy Smallman

CORONAVIRUS

 The Tories are in trouble as confidence in their virus strategy plummets
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE TORIES want to 
force a wider return to 
work and to push more 
children into schools—
just as damning evidence 
of their failures grows. 

Epidemiology 
professor John Edmunds 
on Sunday said the 
government’s delay in 
imposing the lockdown 
“has cost a lot of lives”. 

He is a member of the 
Scientific Advisory Group 
for Emergencies (Sage) 

that advises ministers. 
Edmonds didn’t 

call for a lockdown 
at the time, but now 
says it was needed.

Britain has become the 
second country in the 
world whose official virus 
death toll exceeds 40,000. 
This is double the 20,000 
that chief scientific officer 
Patrick Vallance said he 
hoped it would stay below. 

The virus has not been 
tamed. Yet Boris Johnson’s 
relentless defence of his 
senior adviser Dominic 
Cummings has suggested 

to millions that the 
lockdown is over. 

The transmission rate 
of coronavirus across 
England started to rise 
last week after lockdown 
restrictions began to be 
eased. And some scientists 
predict that death rates 
will soon start to increase.

A study by Public Health 
England and Cambridge 
university has highlighted 
regional differences in 
Covid-19 transmission. The 
R reproduction number—
which indicates how many 
people someone with 

coronavirus will infect—is 
probably just above one 
in north west England and 
south west England. And 
researcher Dr Paul Birrell 
said that “all regions 
are straddling one”. 

That means the virus 
will spread quickly.

Johnson last week 
declared himself 
“very proud” of the 
government’s record 
on coronavirus. 

The next day the chief 
officer of the NHS test 
and trace scheme told
>>>continued on page 19Boris Johnson and chancellor Rishi Sunak 
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