K. VIRUS IS STILL A DEADLY THREAT

NEW WAVE OF INFECTIONS STRIKES GERMANY AS DEATH TOLL GROWS >>PAGE 8
TORIES END VITAL SAFETY MEASURES AND PUT PROFITS BEFORE SAFETY >>PAGE 20

UNEMPLOYMENT

Out of work and
out of money as
job losses soar

WORKERS ARE being
pushed to make big sacrifices
during the lockdown.

But worse is set to come as
unemployment bites.

We spoke to some of those
affected by the furlough
scheme and redundancies.

And we argue that the
crisis shows why we need a
different system.

>>Pages 10&11
I

OUR HISTORY

How the sun set
on the bloody
British empire

THE BRITISH empire at its
height ruled over a quarter
of the world’s people.

And brutality was the

true face of that empire.

It didn’t reform itself out
of existence. It was beaten
crucially by resistance,
as well as the growth of
imperialist rivalries and
Britain’s decline.

>>Pages 14&15
—

LABOUR

Election report
obscures why
the party lost

A REPORT into the Labour
Party’s 2019 general election
defeat says the party has
a “mountain to climb”.

But it reinforces both left

and right wing explanations

for the defeat—meaning it

will be used to justify the
e |

i - 1 R = i i 2 party’s shift to the right.
BLACK LIVES Matter protest in central London last weekend. For details of the many other protests across Britain PicTURE: GUY SMALLMAN >>Page 6
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“* TROUBLEMAKER

THE THINGS
THEY SAY

‘The problem

is that most
academics know
nothing about
imperial history’
Nigel Biggar, regius professor
of moral and pastoral theology
at Oxford University’s Christ
Church college, complains
that you can't defend the

British Empire without getting
‘mobbed’

‘Whenyou do
testing to that
extent, you're
gonna find more
people, you're
gonna find more
cases. Solsaid to
my people slow
the testing down,

please’

US president Donald Trump
cuts the number of people who
officially have Covid-19

‘| think what
people need to
dois focus less
on the symbols of
discrimination’
Boris Johnson said he wanted

to ‘focus on is the substance of
the issue’ of racism

‘I'd like to know
what the rest of
the words are.
How doesitgo
on?’

Johnson then proceeded to
discuss the lyrics he couldn’t

remember to the song
Swing Low

UNEELICVARLE
S Baon
(ABeISTERS!
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Virus outbreak after workers’
walkout warning was ignored

A MAJOR outbreak of
coronavirus has been
confirmed at a food
processing plant where
workers had walked out
unofficially over safety
fears.

On 3 April workers
at Rowan Foods on the
Wrexham Industrial Estate
in north Wales stopped
work. They were protesting
about coronavirus working
conditions.

The police were called
during the protest.

Last week it was confirmed
that 38 workers have tested
positive for the virus at the
plant, which makes food for
supermarkets across Britain.

Also last week Public
Health Wales said it had
identified 51 confirmed
cases of the virus associated
with the 2 Sisters poultry
processing plant in Anglesey.

WORKERS WALKED out in April over safety fears

Workers struck unofficially
at another of the company’s
plants in March.

Paddy McNaught, regional
organiser for the Unite union,
said the number of virus
cases at the Anglesey factory
had risen “significantly” in
the past few days.

But he spoke up for
the bosses. “The company
have tried to provide a safe
working environment, where

NEW DETAILS about a US plan to

blow up a nuclear bomb on the moon
as a Cold War “show of dominance” have
been revealed. The secret mission was
code-named Project A119.

The explosion would have been
visible to the naked eye from Earth
because the military planned to
add sodium to the bomb, which

would glow when it exploded.

Rich still managing
to avoid their taxes

THE RICH are avoiding
tax, another study has
confirmed. Wealthy
Britons pay much less tax
on earnings than official
headline rates, costing
£20 billion in lost revenue.

The study used
anonymised data from
40 million self-assessment
returns. It found a big
mismatch between the
statutory headline tax rates
and the reality of what
wealthier people paid.

A substantial minority of
Britain’s richest individuals
were found to have paid
tax at extremely low rates.

People grabbing more
than £2 million a year
are supposed to pay a tax
rate of 47 percent. But
the study found they were

Getin
touch with

Socialist
Worker

Rich shown the way

paying tax at 40 percent
on average, representing
a saving of £140,000.

A similar pattern
emerged when the
researchers included
taxable gains in wealth
as well as income.

Someone with both
taxable income and gains
worth £10 million annually
paid an effective tax
rate of just 21 percent, a
lower rate than paid by a
person on £30,000 a year.

Email reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

bombing the moon?

social distancing—as best as
it can—takes place,” he said.

He added that adhering to
the distancing rules had been
“virtually impossible” and
there had been the “usual”
concerns from staff about
“social distancing and face
masks”.

Meanwhile an Asda meat
factory in West Yorkshire
has been closed after an

saw around 150 workers test
positive for coronavirus.

Huddersfield MP Barry
Sheerman said, “The figure
of 150 is less than the one
that was leaked to me by a
high-level source.”

The plant is run by Kober
Ltd near Cleckheaton.

The cases had been
shrouded in secrecy until
health secretary Matt
Hancock revealed last week
that there had been cases in
Kirklees, West Yorkshire.

Kirklees council said it had
not told the public “because
it compromises patient
confidentiality and could
discourage businesses from
coming forward in future”.

Three workers died from
coronavirus after an outbreak
at the Cranswick meat
processing plant in Barnsley,
South Yorkshire last month.

outbreak that

A MINISTRY of Defence video
call aimed at tackling racism
was filled with racist and "deeply
offensive” comments from staff.

The Zoom conference call with
all Ministry of Defence staff and the
armed forces was swamped with
“discriminatory remarks”.

The comments on the call
apparently left many colleagues
feeling “extremely distressed.”

Lockdown puts poor

people dee

POORER households
are more likely to have
increased their use of
consumer credit and be
saving less than usual
during the coronavirus
crisis, a new study
suggests.

The Resolution
Foundation said its those
most at risk have the
weakest savings to fall
back on. The report said
the crisis was exposing
Britain’s wealth gaps and
the ability of low-wealth
households to weather
the economic storm.

A typical worker in a
shut-down sector of the
economy had average
savings of just £1,900,
far less than the average

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation

020 7840 5601 1_

ner in debt

savings of £4,700 for
someone who has been
able to work from home
during the crisis, said
the think tanks. Poor
households are far more
likely to run down their
savings and turn to
high-interest credit.
Poorer households are
saving less than usual
and have increased their
use of credit cards which
carry high interest rates.

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London

E16 9EJ

Free movement
for Tory dogs?

A TORY MP has urged
the government to let his
dogs keep their freedom
of movement rights after
Britain leaves the EU.

Bob Stewart, the MP
for Beckenham, said last
week in parliament, “Our
two French-speaking dogs
cross the Channel several
times a year on a pet
passport.

“Can | ask if there will
be similar arrangements
after December 31?”

Stewart has previously
campaigned against free
movement—for people—
arguing that it would
“nullify” Brexit.

Michael Gove, the
cabinet office minister,
said he sympathised with
Stewart’s situation.

Minister Mercer

Troops free to
kill Afghans

NO MORE British troops
will face prosecution over
war crimes in Afghanistan,
the Tory veterans’ minister
Johnny Mercer has said.
An inquiry by the
Royal Military Police,
codenamed Operation
Northmoor, has been
closed without bringing
any charges. At its peak,
the investigation was
looking into 675 criminal
allegations from 159
separate complainants.
Have-a-go hero Mercer
bravely bombasted, “This
is another significant
moment we retake ground
ceded over the years to
those who seek to rewrite
history and line their own
pockets.”

Over 50s
benefits rise

THE NUMBER of
Universal Credit claims
made by the over-50s
more than doubled
between March and May, a
new study suggests. There
were 660,000 claims last
month, compared with
304,000 in March.

Before the coronavirus
crisis, research indicated
that over-50s were
already more likely than
younger people to be
unemployed long
term.
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Anti-racist rage boils over
in protests across the US

by SOPHIE SQUIRE
N

PROTESTS ARE continuing to
rage across the US over the racist
murder of George Floyd by police
officer Derek Chauvin a month
ago.

The anger against the system is
constantly revived by further police
killings.

In Los Angeles protesters have
repeatedly taken to the streets to
demand justice for the police killing
of Andres Guardado on Thursday of
last week.

Guardado was shot and killed
outside a car shop where he was work-
ing as a security guard. The 18 year
old was pronounced dead at the scene
after cops fired six rounds at him.

Celina Abarca, Guardado’s cousin
said, “He was a baby, he was a baby.
We just want answers.”

In New York, a police officer has
been suspended without pay for
holding a black man in a chokehold.

The incident which was caught
on camera shows cops holding Ricky
Bellevue on the ground while an
officer crushes his neck.

Ten minutes into the video a police
officer taunts the man, “I'll throw shit
in your face.”

And in Washington, protesters
blocked a key highway that leads
to Capitol Hill, closing it for several
hours on Sunday afternoon.

Activists occupied the road and
held homemade placards with the
message, “This is a revolt against
racism.”

Several statues of racists have been
removed across the US in the last
week. Big anti-racist demonstrations
last Friday marked “Juneteenth”— a
commemoration of the end of slavery.

At a Juneteenth rally in
Washington last Friday the statue
of confederate general Albert Pike
was brought down and then set on
fire as protesters chanted “no justice,
no peace.” And in Raleigh, North

RACIST STATUES continue to fall

Carolina protesters toppled two
Confederate statues, then hung one
from a lamp post.

Further details are emerging about
racism at every level of the legal
system.

Guards at the jail that held Chavin
say that only white workers were
allowed to supervise him when he
was first brought to the facility last
month.

Eight officers have filed complaints
with the Minnesota Department of
Human Rights.

They say that the Ramsey County
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jail boss kept them from bringing
Chauvin to his cell—or even being
on the same floor as him—because
they are black.

Steve Lydon, the jail superinten-
dent, admitted it was true they had
re-deployed black workers for a short
period of time.

Pressure on the police appears to
be having some results.

The New York police department
says it will disband its plain clothes
anti-crime units.

A 2018 review found that
plainclothes anti-crimes officers had

been involved in 31 percent of fatal
police shootings since 2000, despite
only representing a tiny minority of
the force.

And in Los Angeles the city coun-
cil has recently introduced a meas-
ure that would send crisis response
teams, not police officers, to handle
non-violent situations.

These reforms to policing show
that protests have worried those at
the top.

But the uprising against police
brutality and racism must continue
to grow and push for more.

Solidarity port strikes

PORT WORKERS across the west
coast of the US stopped work and
shut down ports last Friday to
show their solidarity with Black
Lives Matter movement and to
commemorate Juneteenth.

This is the date in 1865 when
slavery was officially abolished.
The stoppages were organised
by the International Longshore

followed the demonstrators.

Willie Adams the president of
the ILWU at the Port of Oakland,
said, “We’re not working today.
We’re standing in solidarity.”

Activist and author Angela Davis
attended the protest and told the
crowd of workers, “You represent
the potential and power of the
labour movement. Hopefully, this

and Warehouse Union
(ILWU).

In Oakland,
thousands of workers
and protesters
marched from the port
to the Oakland police
department.

And a caravan of
hundreds of cars

Angela Davis

action will influence
other unions to stand
up and say no to
racism. And yes to
abolishing the police
as we know them.”
Demonstrations
to mark the day took
place across the
country.

Trump kicks
off election
campaign

DONALD TRUMP held his
first campaign rally since the
start of lockdown in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, on Saturday
night.

In a half-empty arena he
made no concessions to anti-
racism protesters.

In a 107-minute
meandering speech he did
not mention George Floyd,
Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud
Arbery, or Rayshard Brooks.

These are all victims of
recent racist murders by
white policemen or vigilantes
linked to the police.

Instead he backed the
killer cops. “As president,
| will always support the
incredible men and women

Only 7,000 turned up

of the law enforcement,” he
said.

And he attacked the
removal of statues of
Confederate generals. He
described the protests as
an effort to “desecrate our
monuments, our beautiful
monuments,” and as a “cruel
campaign of censorship.”

He also threatened
hundreds of anti-Trump
demonstrators outside the
arena, saying, “When you
see those lunatics all over
the streets, it's damn nice to
have arms.”

He tried to suggest that
the mainstream Democrat
presidential candidate Joe
Biden was controlled by the
far left.

Trump ranted, “Americans
have watched left wing
radicals burn down buildings,
loot businesses, destroy
private property, injure
hundreds of dedicated police
officers.

“Does anybody honestly
think he controls these
radical maniacs? He will
surrender your country to
these mobsters.”

The Trump team claimed
that over a million requests
had been made by people
wanting to attend his first
rally.

But only around 7,000
people turned up.

For all his bluster, the
movement on the streets—
and horror at the handling of
coronavirus—have weakened
Trump.
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BLACK LIVES MATTER

Thousands

more join

anti-racist

protests

THOUSANDS OF people came out
onto the streets for the third week
of Black Lives Matter protests in
Britain over the weekend.

Some of the biggest mobilisations
took place outside London.

On Saturday around 2,000 people
gathered in Hyde Park, central
London, then marched to Parliament
Square. Protester Shizzi said it was
important to keep up momentum
and make sure anti-racism stays at
the forefront of everyone’s minds.

“The media will move on, but we
can’t follow that pattern,” she said.

Another protester, Mumtaz,
argued that the police should be
“defunded”—a demand popularised
by the movement in the US. “Calling
to defund the police like they are in
the US isn’t ridiculous,” he said.

“Every other sector gets defunded,
including education and health-
care—we need that police money to
go to the community.”

Earlier in the day smaller ral-
lies took place in a number of
London boroughs. Some 200 people
joined a rally in Thornton Heath,
south London, and another 200 in
Newham, east London.

At a protest outside Tottenham
police station in north London,
people demanded a ban on tasers
and an end to stop and search.

Protester Samantha said that hope
lies with the movement, not Boris
Johnson’s toothless commission into
racism in Britain. “Investigations
seem to be about going around the
houses,” she said.

“We have had so many inquir-
ies into racism, we keep doing it

Marching in south London on Sunday

in Britain

repeatedly and there is no change.”

Meanwhile, around 1,500 people
responded to a call by Glasgow
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) to
“retake” George Square in the city
centre. It came after racists attacked
a protest by refugees and their sup-
porters in the square on Wednesday
of last week under the cover of “pro-
tecting statues”.

Around 300 people joined a
rally and march in Coventry.
Several speakers mentioned Darren
Cumberbatch, a black man from the
city who died after being tasered
and beaten by cops in 2017.

Marchers chanted, “Who are
the murderers? Police are the
murderers.”

The previous day around
1,500 people marched in nearby
Birmingham. The march started in
the city centre’s Victoria Square and
heard speeches calling for justice for
black people who have died at the
hands of the police.

Speakers included Kadisha
Brown-Burrell, sister of Kingsley
Burrell, who died in police custody
in 2011.

The protest marched to West
Midlands Police headquarters and
blocked the road outside.

Among the other protests on the
same day over 100 people protested
in Middlesbrough, Teesside.

Other protests on Saturday
included 100 people at a demonstra-
tion in Thornes Park in Wakefield,
West Yorkshire, and 150 in Bishop’s
Stortford, Hertfordshire.

And around 250 people protested
in Montpellier Hill, Harrogate.
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PART OF the march from Hyde Park, central London, on Saturday

Stand Up To Racism supporters
and activists set to take the knee

SUPPORTERS OF Stand Up To
Racism (SUTR) planned to “take
the knee” at Black Lives Matter
protests on Wednesday.

It followed a national day
of action on Wednesday of last
week that saw thousands of
people take part in towns and
cities across Britain.

Up to 200 people took the knee
for 8 minutes 46 seconds in Mile
End Park, Tower Hamlets, east
London. It’s the same amount of
time that the police officer knelt
on George Floyd’s neck before he
died.

The borough’s Labour mayor,
John Biggs, came to “show my
solidarity and support for Black
Lives Matter”. “In Britain, in
many ways, things are better,
but we know that racism is still
a very pernicious and powerful
thing,” he said.

Biggs added, “We don’t need
to disband the police—some of
you may disagree—but we do
need them to be accountable and
to listen.”

Abdi Hassan, a Somali
campaigner, said there are

“serious issues” in Tower
Hamlets and called on local
politicians to “try to do better”.
“In this borough in January, 16
Somali boys were arrested and
rounded up,” he said.
“They were thrown into
prison for issues that could have
been tackled through proper
rehabilitation or safeguarding.”
He told Biggs that “under
your leadership” not one of the
directors is “black or of colour”.
Meanwhile, around
50 people joined an SUTR protest
at the nearby Wanstead Flats
in Newham, east London. The
local group organised another
event under
the flyover
in Canning
Town. In
Newington
Green,
north
London,
around
50 people
took the
knee in a
socially distanced protest.
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PicTURE: GUY SMALLMAN

In Manchester supporters of
SUTR took part in a number of
actions in the city. Around
60 people protested in Chorlton
Park, 20 for the first time in
Alex Park on Moss Side, 20 in
Stretford and 20 in Bury.

On the Town Moor in
Newcastle supporters of SUTR
North East took the knee and
unfurled a banner demanding,
“Black Lives Matter.”

There was also a protest in
Berwick-upon-Tweed.

In West Wales, council workers
in Swansea came outside to take
the knee and Swansea City fans
took the knee on the old Vetch
field soccer ground.

Around 50 people also
protested in Llanelli town
centre—and further west in
s, Pembroke Dock activists
took the knee.

. Events also took
place in Coventry,
Lancaster, Nottingham,
Sheffield, Stourbridge,
Rotherham, Croydon
and many other
places.
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Thousands demanded the removal of Oxford
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Oxford activists want to
make sure Rhodes falls

STUDENT activists
have vowed to
keep fighting until
the front of Oriel
College, Oxford, no
longer features a
statue of imperialist
Cecil Rhodes.

It follows a
decision by Oriel’s
governing body
on Wednesday of
last week to set up
a “commission of
inquiry into the key
issues surrounding
the Rhodes statue”.

The body also
“expressed their
wish to remove
the statue of Cecil
Rhodes and the
King Edward Street
Plaque”.

Their decision
shows the power of
Black Lives Matter
movement to wrest
gains from the
authorities.

A number of
councils, universities
and public bodies
have agreed to
remove statues or
rename buildings

named after slavers.

The moves came
after protesters in
Bristol tore down a
statue to slave trader
Edward Colston
and threw it in the
harbour.

A long-running
campaign in Oxford
has demanded
the removal of the
Rhodes statue.

Around 4,000
people protested in
front of the college at
the beginning of the
month to demand
that it goes.

The Rhodes Must
Fall Oxford campaign
welcomed the
governors’ decisions,
but said the fight was
far from over.

“We have been
down this route
before, where
Oriel College has
committed to taking
a certain action, but
has not followed
through,” it said in a
statement.

“Notably, in
2015, when the

College committed
to engaging in a
six-month-long
democratic listening
exercise.

“Therefore, while
we remain hopeful,
our optimism is
cautious.”

The campaign
stands for a broader
set of demands.

These include
“the removal
of imperial and
colonial iconography
such as the statue
of Christopher
Codrington in All
Souls College”
and “the radical
transformation of the
academy”.

They call for
decolonising the
curriculum and
“doubling the
representation of
Black staff and Black
British students—as
well as more Black
African Rhodes
Scholars—and
providing properly
for their welfare and
inclusion”.

Structural racism is behind
high coronavirus death rate

A NEW report has
provided further
proof of how racism
is behind the
disproportionate
deaths of black and
Asian people from
coronavirus.

The report into
BAME deaths,
commissioned by the
Welsh Government,
found that structural
racism plays a huge
part in the deaths.

Professor
Emmanuel Ogbonna,
vice chair of Race
Council Cymru and
who led the report,
said, “There’s an
overall theme running

through our research
for this report.

“It centres on
long-standing racism
and disadvantage
and the lack of BAME
representation within
decision-making
processes.”

“The coronavirus
pandemic is, in some
respects, revealing
the consequences of a
lack of action on race
equality.

“Many of the issues
we've highlighted have
been identified and
discussed previously
but they haven't
been addressed in
any systematic and

sustained way.”

He added, “You
need concerted efforts
to make change and
| don’t think we have
that.

“Racism is like
coronavirus—you can't
see it but it is there.”

Professor Ogbonna
said BAME people
aren’t dying because
of their ethnicity.

They are dying
because racism, for
instance, means they
are more likely to be
in certain types of
work or are less likely
to speak up to raise
health and safety
concerns.

FIGHT CAPITALISM TO
SMASH RACIST SYSTEM

IGHT WINGERS are
trying to create a
backlash against the
fantastic Black Lives
Matter (BLM) movement.

First they said that people
protesting were spreading
coronavirus.

Now they say the BLM
movement is racist.

An article in the Telegraph
newspaper at the weekend argued
that BLM protests are “a catalyst
for antisemitism”.The explanation
for this was that some anti-racists
are critical of Israel because of its
oppression of Palestinians.

The Israeli state is based on
oppression and violence.

Opposing it is not antisemitic—
many Jewish people also oppose
Israel.

Right wingers attack when
they feel the system they want to
uphold is somehow under threat.
The best way to respond is to
keep building the movement.

It has already won significant
gains—for instance, promises
that statues of slavers will go.
And there’s potential to go much
further.

Lots of people on the protests
rightly see that racism is ingrained
into the society we live in. It isn’t

STABBING USED BY RIGHT

HE TORIES are using the
Tappalling stabbing of three

people in Reading to push
racism and repression.

The main suspect, Khairi
Saadallah, was a refugee from
Libya—a country destroyed by
Western bombs and civil war
after the toppling of the country’s
dictator. Saadallah was initially held
on suspicion of murder.

Very quickly he was rearrested
under Section 40 of the Terrorism
Act 2000.The press described
him as a terrorist with criminal

WHAT WE THINK

simply a problem of the ideas in
individual people’s heads.

Systemic racism means black
people are more likely to be poor
than white people.

They are more likely to be out
of work and more likely to live in
overcrowded housing.

Black people are more likely to
have poorer health—not because
of some genetic difference but
because of racism.

We have to challenge racist
ideas wherever they appear,
including among working class
people.

But important as this is, it won’t
change this structural racism.

So we have to go further.We
have to demand real changes in

It’s possible to
have a world
without racism—
but not while
capitalism exists

convictions—although it had to
admit that these were
non-terrorism related.

Many questions remain about
the background to the incident.
Saadallah was “known” to MI5. He
has been described as a convinced
Islamist and as a Christian convert.

Nevertheless, Boris Johnson
jumped to suggest that the
solution is tougher sentencing.

“We will not hesitate to take
that action,” he said,“as we
have before, you will recall, over
the automatic early release of
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society—such as an end to stop
and search. It is possible to win
reforms.

But as long as we live under
capitalism, there will always be a
limit to them—and our rulers will
always try to push them back.

Racism isn’t natural. It is
something encouraged by those at
the top to divide ordinary people.

As part of this, our rulers try
to convince working class white
people that they have a stake in
the system.

In reality, all working class
people have an interest in
overthrowing it.

Right wingers paint the idea of
revolution as fanciful.

But in fact they happen time
after time because the system fails
billions of people.

The state, with its army and
vicious police, can seem
all-powerful. But the global
working class is bigger than ever
before and vastly outnumbers our
rulers and their backers.

It is possible to have a world
without racism—but not while
capitalism stays in place.

Instead we need to fight for a
socialist world where ordinary
people, black and white, are in
charge.

terrorist offenders.” The Tories

are already pushing through the
Counter-Terrorism and Sentencing
Bill. This would see a return to

the indefinite house arrest and
monitoring of people without trial.

Similar measures were used by
Tony Blair and Gordon Brown'’s
Labour governments.

Some right wingers might think
it convenient to use Saadallah’s
actions to push back the Black
Lives Matter movement.

We must stand against terror
laws and racism.
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Border disputes are a
simmering pot of anger

HIGH IN the barren mountains of Ladakh, just downwind
from the Himalayas, a seemingly bizarre series of fights
took place last week.

Indian and Chinese troops in this long-disputed territory
fought hand to hand in temperatures as low as minus
30 degrees. Some were thrown from mountainsides and
subsequently froze to death, others were beaten bloody by
truncheons bound tightly with barbed wire.

At altitudes of up to 18,000 feet above sea-level the air is
thin and even walking can be difficult, so the combatants must
have struggled for every breath.

It is believed that some 20 Indian soldiers were killed. No
one is saying how many Chinese.

The border between the two Asian powers has been heavily
contested ever since British, Chinese and Russian imperial
powers fought out the 19th century’s “Great Game” to divide
the region.

Generations later, tensions between China and independent
India erupted in war in 1962, and several bouts of “skirmishes”
in the 1970s and 80s.

Yet in recent years the still unresolved border issue had been
largely quiet, with both sides agreeing troops patrolling the
area would not be armed and would meet regularly to discuss
problems.

While bilateral trade was booming it made little sense for
either side to start sabre-rattling.

Yet beneath the calm surface each side has been
manoeuvring.

India has built a major road into the area that makes little
commercial sense but which allows the rapid deployment of
troops and armaments to the region.

Meanwhile China has been “nibbling away” at what was
thought to be Indian territory in the hope that if, in the future,
a border is formally agreed China will emerge the victor.

But to fully understand what is driving these revived
tensions we need to look at the global picture of imperialist
rivalry—and the pressure exerted by the coming recession.

South Asia is increasingly divided into pro-China or pro-US
camps.

Pakistan, India’s northern neighbour with which it seems
perpetually on the brink of military conflict, is now in an
economic and strategic relationship with China.

Massive

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor is a massive $62
billion programme of infrastructure projects. It is currently
building an 800-mile road between the two countries, plus
fossil fuel and nuclear power plants, and a deep water
shipping port in Gwadar.

Chinese banks and engineering firms are raking in huge
profits by putting up the finance and doing the building. And
the Chinese ruling class are essentially establishing an outpost
in the strategically vital Arabian Sea.

Angered by the growing potential power of Pakistan, and
with its nose bloodied by fighting with China, India is now
looking to strengthen its relationship with the US.

Tough new restrictions on Chinese investment in India have
been announced and prime minister Modi now plans to play
along with Donald Trump’s threats against Beijing by being his
guest at the forthcoming G7 summit.

“India has been active in many of US plans that target
China,” Liu Zongyi, a South Asia expert at the Shanghai
Institute for International Studies, told the Financial Times
newspaper last week.

“If India hastily joins a small circle that perceives China as
an imaginary enemy, China-India relations will deteriorate.”

So the prospect of a new and very dangerous fault line
opening up in the conflict is real—and there could hardly be a
more dangerous place in the world for it.

The running sore that is Kashmir surrounds the disputed
border in Ladakh.

India has kept its portion of Kashmir under the most brutal
of military lockdowns since abolishing its special constitutional
status last year.

It is a now a simmering pot of anger.

Any conflict on the border could easily ignite a far wider
war.

But as the global economy heads for a deep recession, the
world’s superpowers have but one motto—“Grab what you
can, while you can”.

THE REPORT details how some of the reasons why people in't vote Labour

Labour report misses what
led the party to lose election

by NICK CLARK
L

A REPORT into the Labour
Party’s 2019 general elec-
tion defeat says the party
has a “mountain to climb”
to beat the Tories.

But it reinforces both left
and right wing explanations
for the defeat—meaning it
will be used to justify the par-
ty’s shift to the right.

The Election Review draws
together an array of problems
the Labour Party faced at the
general election.

Its authors—from the
Labour Together network—
were picked to represent
Labour’s “broad church,” so
included representatives of
the left and right in Labour.

It describes how Corbyn’s
popularity fell after the
2017 general election, when
Labour’s radical campaign
denied the Tories a majority.

“Had voters’ feelings about
Jeremy Corbyn remained at
the peak they reached after
the 2017 election,” it says,
then Labour’s vote share
would have been 38 percent
higher.

Ratings
Instead, “By September 2019
Jeremy Corbyn’s ratings were
at record lows.” T

he report says the col-
lapse in support for Corbyn
“coincided” with right wing
splits and began spring of
2018 when accusations of
antisemitism against the left
intensified.

The report quotes people
who saw Corbyn as “weak”
and a “terrorist sympathiser,”

but says nothing about the
right wing smears that were
the source of them.

In the same way, it says
Labour’s “greatest losses” at
the 2019 election were people
who had voted Leave in the
Brexit referendum of 2016.
But it says nothing about the
right wing campaign to drag
Labour towards support for
stopping Brexit.

A whole section of the
document describes the
“longer term drivers” of the
defeat. This admits that the
loss wasn’t wholly down to
Corbyn’s leadership, and that

Not a mass

THE LABOUR Together
report finished with

vague calls to build a
party and a “movement”
that can deliver “real
change, particularly on the
economy”.

This allows Labour to
keep the rhetoric of Jeremy
Corbyn’s leadership, which
often spoke of building
a “movement” outside
parliament centred on
“community organising.”

In reality this meant
electioneering and
campaigning to build
support for Labour that had
little to do with building
working class struggle.

Meanwhile activists
involved in Momentum—
the organisation of left
wing Labour members—are
campaigning in its internal

Jeremy Corbyn

movement

elections, which end on
Tuesday of next week.

Momentum’s pledge to
become a mass movement
outside parliament never
happened.

It focused instead on
winning positions inside
Labour and running
election campaigns.

Two factions—
Momentum Renewal and
Forward Momentum—
are both competing
to “transform” the
organisation. Both
factions talk about unity,
democracy and building an
outward-looking campaign.

Yet both effectively point
activists towards fighting
years-long internal battles
inside Momentum and the
Labour Party—and away
from struggles outside.

Labour had been shedding
support since 2001—a trend

it only bucked in 2017.
It says this is down to
“deindustrialisation” and

“de-unionistation.”

But glosses over the fact
that these were champi-
oned by the right wing gov-
ernments of Tony Blair and
Gordon Brown.

And it ties descriptions
of “cultural divides” among
Labour supporters, saying
that “immigration” was an
important issue among sup-
porters Labour lost in the last
election.

It implies that Labour’s
“socially liberal” policies were
to blame—an argument used
by those who want Labour
to back more immigration
controls.

The report deliberately
leaves its conclusions open to
interpretation.

It was welcomed by the
right as proof that Labour
can’t win with a left wing
leader.

Yet many of the facts in the
report point to the fact that
Labour haemorrhaged sup-
port under its governments.
Labour did well in the 2017
election because Corbyn’s
leadership appeared to offer
a radical break from that.

But after two years of right
wing attacks on Corbyn, and
his decisions to make conces-
sions to them, Labour gave up
that sense of radicalism.

Crucially, there was no
sense of struggle that could
offer an alternative to the right
wing smears and make left
wing policies seem possible.
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Rail firms demand more
money for failing system

THE CORONAVIRUS crisis has
underlined the utter failure of a
privatised transport system.

But the Tories are still shovelling
billions to profit-hungry firms rather
than renationalising them.

The government has already
approved £3.5 billion in extra cash
for private rail companies. But the
fat cats want more.

They are in talks about “emer-
gency” measures that are due to
expire in September being extended
for a further 12-18 months.

One rail executive arrogantly
demanded that the government
must “provide continued stability”,
warning it will take time to “get
revenue levels back to where they
were”.

In March, the government
suspended the rail franchise
system. Even the Financial Times
newspaper said this was “effectively
nationalising any losses by train
companies for six months”.

The deal transferred all revenue
and cost risk to the state, but with
train operators running services for
a management fee.

The cost of the deal was disclosed
in a parliamentary written answer
last week by Chris Heaton-Harris,
the rail minister.

“Since the outbreak of Covid-19,
the government has approved
£3.5 billion of additional
expenditure,” he said.

Tony Travers, a professor at the
London School of Economics, said
the final handout to firms could
reach £6 billion.

He added, “And then there will
be further questions about how
much more support the industry
needs if passenger volumes do not
return to normal.”

Even before the pandemic, the
rail franchising system was in
crisis. In March the government
nationalised the Northern Rail
franchise, having taken over the
East Coast line in 2018.

Franchises

This was the first time two
franchises had been in government
hands since the privatisation of the
railways 30 years ago.

Alexander Jan, economist at the
engineering consultancy Arup, said
this “probably marks the end of the
line for the franchising model as
we’ve known it for the best part of
30 years”.

Instead of supplying a further
huge bailout for private firms, the
government must be pressured to
take them all back into democratic
public ownership.

The RMT transport union general
secretary Mick Cash said, “The gov-
ernment must come clean about its
plans for the future of our railways
as these backroom deals to prop up
and bail out train operating com-
panies simply cannot continue for

RAIL PRIVATISATION has been a costly disaster

End racist ‘public funds’ rule

the long term. Rail privatisation is
a failed ownership system.

“These fat cat train operators can
only survive a major crisis with the
government bailing them out with
billions of pounds of taxpayers’
money.

“It’s time the government used
that money to invest in our railways
and bring them under public
control.”

Ministers are meanwhile drawing
up plans to provide bus companies
with a second funding injection —
adding to £397 million provided for
the first three months of the crisis.

All these private firms make vast
profits when the system is boom-
ing and then come crying to the
state for support when there are
problems. And the Tories shower
them with cash.

On other pages...
H Tory lockdown easing puts more
lives at risk >>Page 20

A GROUP of MPs has called
for a racist immigration
rule that leaves one million
migrant workers destitute
to be suspended.

The No Recourse to Public
Funds rule blocks some
migrant workers from being
able to claim benefits.

And Tory policy changes
mean more migrants
are hit by the rule.

Many homeless people
set to be kicked out of
temporary accommodation
will also be affected.

Now the work and pensions
select committee has said the
rule should be suspended on
public health grounds during
the coronavirus crisis.

Picture: R"P"M/FLickr

It said that the rule pushed
some people to suffer
hardship or go to work—and
risk spreading the virus.

The high court ruled in May
that the rule was unlawful.

The committee’s report
said it was not “in the
public interest” to deny
some workers “full access
to the welfare safety net”
during the pandemic.

And it said some of those
affected would be “key workers
and frontline medical staff”.

But it isn’t in our interests
to force anyone into destitution
at any time—pandemic or not.

The rule should be
scrapped permanently.

Sadie Robinson

GRENFELL
Hc_)mes are
still not safe

THREE YEARS on from the
Grenfell Tower catastrophe,
hundreds of buildings haven’t
been stripped of dangerous
cladding.

And housing bosses are
pushing for construction rules to
be relaxed.

The Tories have spent less
than a quarter of the promised
money to replace dangerous
cladding on social housing
buildings.

They boasted in May 2018
they would spend £400 million
to strip buildings of the
dangerous cladding material
similar to the panels used on
Grenfell Tower.

So far only £133 million has
been spent, leaving cladding
on more than half of the 154
dangerous blocks.

A report from the National
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Demanding justice over Grenfell

Audit Office, released last week,
revealed that private buildings
were also left at risk. Only

£1.4 million had been spent
fixing private blocks, out of an
earmarked £200 million.

The public spending
watchdog said it amounted to
less than 1 percent of the funds
set aside to fix buildings in
England.

As residents live in fear for
their lives, housing fat cats are
leaning on the government
to relax rules about cladding
similar to that used on Grenfell.

Berkeley Homes boss Rob
Perrins wants firms to be given
a freer rein to use the materials,
arguing that they were “low
risk”.

The public inquiry has already
identified the panels as the main
cause for the rapid spread of the
inferno through the tower.

FBU union leader Matt
Wrack said, “To suggest that
the cladding responsible for
that disaster is low risk—when
research has shown it to be as
flammable as petrol—shows the
type of disregard for human life
that led to the Grenfell tragedy.”

The money is there to make
buildings safe—but Tory
contempt for ordinary people
puts lives at risk.

Sarah Bates
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Virus grows
as leaders
prioritise
profits

bz SARAH BATES

CORONAVIRUS IS set to reach
a horrifying new milestone this
week—10 million cases and a
death toll of 500,000.

Far from transmission slowing,
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) reported a record increase
in global coronavirus cases on
Sunday. The total rose by 183,020
in a 24-hour period.

The biggest rise came from
North and South America, which
accounted from some 116,000 new
cases. Some 29 US states and terri-
tories registered an increase in their
seven-day average of reported cases
after many lifted lockdown restric-
tions in recent weeks.

Brazil continues to be particu-
larly badly hit, and became the
second country to register more
than 50,000 deaths from Covid-19.

Thousands of people flooded the
streets of Brazil last Saturday—in
protests against and in favour of far
right president Jair Bolsonaro.

Bolsonaro has fought lockdown
measures and joined protests to
oppose them. Some regions are
now loosening restrictions, despite
the devastating grip the disease still
has on the country.

FRANCE

Anti-lockdown—Jair Bolsonaro

Trainee surgeon Douglas Sterzza
Dias lives in Sao Paulo and his
mother, uncle and grandmother
died of Covid-19. “When the crisis
started and I saw what was happen-
ing in Italy, my biggest fear was to
have to choose between patients—
to let someone die,” he said.

“I think we are very close to this
in the next few weeks.”

Meanwhile, across the African
continent cases have been rising by
around 30 percent a week since the
middle of May.

In South Africa, rocketing Covid-
19 figures aren’t stopping presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa from open-
ing up the economy. Restaurants,
casinos, hotels and hairdressers are
set to reopen, despite the number

OVER 600 workers at an abattoir in northern Germany tested positive for coronavirus

of cases rising by 37 percent in just
one week.

Other countries are seeing an
increase in infections after relax-
ing restrictions. In Germany, the R
number—which indicates how many
people someone with coronavirus
will infect—jumped from 1.79 last
Saturday to 2.88 just 24 hours later.

In order to contain the spread of
Covid-19 the R number should be
under one.

Thousands take to the streets to demand
‘Freedom, Equality and Dignity’

BIG, MILITANT anti-racist marches
took place in several cities across
France last Saturday.

The organisers of the Paris
march said 50,000 took. They
added, “Today's mobilisation has
shown that the fight is launched
and it will not stop—for full status
for migrants, for freedom, equality
and dignity.”

People also marched in Rennes
and Lille despite police bans.

Meanwhile, the government is
under pressure over the violent
arrest of nurse Farida C on a health
workers’ protest last week.

A widely-shared video showed
her being grabbed by cops after she
had thrown a few stones at police

Cops brutalise health worker Farida C

lines. Three riot police press her
face into the ground before taking
her away with her face bleeding.

Various right wing figures
suggested she was only
impersonating a health worker.
But her daughter, a journalist for
France24 news, tweeted, “Fifty
years old, a nurse, she has worked
for three months for between 12
and 14 hours a day. She caught
coronavirus.

“Today, she protested so that
she gets the wages she deserves.”

Farida has now been charged
with “rebellion,” “insulting police”
and violence. But there is a big
campaign to have the charges
dropped.

The country had previously
relaxed lockdown measures and
even lifted travel restrictions to
European countries.

In northern Germany, some 657
workers at an abattoir owned by
meat processor Toennies tested
positive for coronavirus last week.
It led to the closure of local schools
and the factory.

In China the authorities are strug-
gling to bring a new spike under

GREECE
Small headline
goes here

HEALTH WORKERS in Greece
staged a national strike on
Tuesday of last week against
understaffing and underfunding.

The strikers—members
of the doctors’ and health
workers’ unions—demanded
permanent contracts for
temporary workers.

Strikers marched through
Athens for a national strike
demonstration, joined by
supporters and members
of other trade unions.

Greek health workers also
struck in May and protested
outside hospitals in April to
demand more funding during
the coronavirus pandemic.

The strikes come after more
than a decade of austerity
enforced by governments

control. Restrictions have come into
force in Beijing following an out-
break that appears to be centred on
the Xinfadi market in the city.

At least 200 people have now
tested positive for the disease in
the city.

The global picture shows the
Covid-19 crisis is far from over—
despite what governments desper-
ate to reopen economies are keen
to tell us.

Health workers on the s-t?reets

including the Tory-type
New Democracy party and
the once-radical Syriza.

Marina Oikonomou, a nurse
from the Agios Savvas hospital
in Athens, said, “The strike
today is for the whole of
health. We need recruitment,
money and upgrading.

“The cuts in recent years
have weakened the health
service and its employees.

“Health sector support
must come first. No more
privatisation—it is the
most dangerous thing for
the whole society.”
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Trouble for
Israel?

ISRAEL’S incoming
ambassador to Britain,
Tzipi Hotovely, says the
whole of the West Bank
should belong to Israel.

That’s all in keeping with
the Israeli government’s
plan to annexe settlements.

But it means there will
be tension between her and
pro-Israel organisations.

She’s previously attacked
the Board of Deputies for
supporting a two-state
solution.

Supporters of two states
worry that abandoning a
two-state solution means
ending a strategy that’s
kept Palestinian resistance
contained. But they also
fear it will feed growing
opposition to Israel among
Jewish people.

Katey Dixon
Carlisle

We can stay
organised

YORK SOCIALIST Worker
Student Society (SWSS)
last month co-hosted an
event with FFIPP UK, a
pro-Palestine organisation.
It was a well-attended
event.

An activist in Palestine
talked about how the
Israeli military is using
the Covid-19 pandemic to
accelerate the annexation
of the West Bank.

The Socialist Workers
Party’s Rob Ferguson
spoke on the need for a
one-state solution.

SWSS groups
everywhere should
organise pro-Palestine
events, protests and
meetings.

Harkan Karakaya
York

Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 74955, London E16 9E]

Socialist Worker

24 June 2020

BonN'T woRkty
SIR, AWY EMpTY
SEATS (M You &

EALLIES (owwi-

BE FUWLED BY

STATVYES oF

Cnr:_lFEPEM'IT

We're Inspired to tear down
slaver’s Edinburgh statue

INSPIRED BY events in Bristol,
Edinburgh Stand Up To Racism
has been holding protests at the
Henry Dundas statue at St Andrew
Square.

Scotland’s first black professor,
Geoff Palmer, has recently spoken
of how Dundas played a crucial
role in prolonging the slave trade
by 15 years.

He has campaigned for there to
be a plaque on the monument
that explains Dundas’s role in
this.

But after events in Bristol there
have been growing calls for the
statue to be removed completely.

Michael Fry, Dundas’s
biographer, claims the focus on
him is unfair and that he was in

fact opposed to the slave trade.

Yet Dundas was not opposed to
slavery. He was an arch
imperialist who simply argued
that enough wealth could be
derived from Britain’s West Indian
colonies without the continuation
of the trade.

He wanted the slave population
to reproduce itself.

At the height of his powers
Dundas was known as the
“uncrowned king of Scotland”.

He was also one of the most
powerful people in Britain.

Dundas was home secretary in
the 1790s and was responsible for
suppressing the radical
movements in Britain that were
inspired by the French Revolution.

The actions of him and his son
Robert the Lord Advocate in
Scotland saw leading radicals
transported to Australia.

Contrary to what Boris Johnson
and the media tell us, statues are
not there to teach us about
history. They reflect the power
and prestige of the period they
were put up in.

Instead of having statues to
slave traders and imperialists why
do we not have statues to people
who campaigned against slavery
and those who fought for
democracy and workers’ rights?

That’s the type of history we
should be celebrating.

Keith Pender
Midlothian

Reject arguments that Are there tensions among the SNP?

divide the working class

THE UNITE union’s
assistant general secretary
Steve Turner is playing a
dangerous game.

In an article for the
Labourlist website he called

secure “British” jobs.
Cooperating with bosses
is always a disaster.
In 2013 Unite “saved”
jobs at the Vauxhall car

DURING THE lockdown,
the Scottish Independence
organisation All Under
One Banner has been
holding a series of
monthly online talks.

One was by former

the SNP for voting down a
series of progressive
amendments in the
Scottish parliament put
by the Green Party and
Labour MSP Neil Findlay.
This would have led to

ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS

Justa
thought... )

What to do
with statues

PUT THE toppled statues
of slave traders and
racists in The British
Museum and inscribe on
their plaques, “Brought to
you by fighters for justice
and equality.”

Then place them
opposite the hundreds
of stolen busts, heads,
precious historical
artefacts, graves and
corpses smashed and
grabbed from across
the world by the British
Empire.

Put a plaque on
those—"“Brought to you
by the thieves, murderers
and thugs opposite.”

A Jarvis
Stockport

Keep the cops
for Corbyn

SOCIALIST Worker
says the police should
be abolished (Socialist
Worker, 17 June).

That’s a very extreme
view.

If that was a socialist
policy in a manifesto
then it would have
alienated 99 percent of
the electorate.

Peddling this kind of
view is going to keep
socialism in the shadows
for a very long time and
undo all the great work
done by Jeremy Corbyn.

Richie Jonson
On Facebook

OTHE POLICE exist to
protect the capitalist
ruling class, capital and
the bourgeois state.
They are the enemies
of the working class
and as such they must
be abolished along with
the state. Also they
wouldn’t be necessary in
a classless society.
Axel Mauricio Martinez
Shepherd
On Facebook

Anti-racism is
not divisive

| CAN’T help wondering
whether the Tories
want Black Lives Matter
protests. They’re worried
they’ve lost the support
of the working class as a
result of their shambolic
handling of Covid-19.

It'll suit them now to

Scottish National Party
(SNP) MP and left wing
SNP member George
Kerevan.

George’s talk raised a
number of important
issues for the movement.

These included the
nature of the British state

plan in Ellesmere Port by
agreeing to worse pay and
conditions than workers in
Germany. That didn’t stop
Vauxhall bosses sacking
over 600 workers at the
plant in the following years.
We’ve got more in
common with workers

a rent freeze for private
tenants, no evictions for
Covid-era rent arrears,
measures for ensuring
better pay and conditions
in social care and
ensuring trade union
access to workplaces.
The meeting has been

have further division on
on the government to stop race.
doing business with
companies based outside
Britain. He thinks workers’
jobs abroad come at the
expense of those here.

It's a dodgy argument
that divides workers along

% .

George Kerevan

Helen Green
On Facebook

ONOT SURE what
you mean. There is no
division on race here.
Only the unity of
anti-racists, black and

climate change movement
and the independence
movement. And he spoke
of the need for activists to

nationalist lines. abroad than we do with and the rightward shift in | develop a mass viewed by 9,000 people white, against the racists.
But it’s one that comes bosses in Britain. the Tory party. representative assembly on Facebook. Dav Gil
from the idea that the union Catherine Driscoll He also referenced the separate from the SNP Bob Fotheringham On Facebook

should work with bosses to Berwick connection between the He was also critical of Glasgow
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LIVES TORN
APART BY
PROFIT

Workers are being pushed to make big sacrifices
during the lockdown—but things could get much
worse if there isn’t a fight. Tomas Tengely-Evans
spoke to some of those affected, and argues that the

crisis shows why we need a different system

ALL CENTRE worker

Jasmine has “run out of

money” and been forced

to leave London. She’s

one of the millions across

Britain facing unemploy-
ment and poverty as the Tories and
bosses try to make workers pay for
the coronavirus crisis.

“We have been forced out of London,”
she told Socialist Worker. “It’s horrible
because I've had a lot of increased anxi-
ety and no stability.

o w

“T have worked as hard as I can. I was : o
s
e

..~ Positions

in the process of looking for a job that I
actually wanted to do.

“All the opportunities I worked for :
have been taken away. Businesses are
being given bailouts and we are being Thousands are joining the dole queues
left out to dry in the gutter.

“You can’t see people to say goodbye.” her off to avoid having to pay. “My

By Christmas, more than four mil- employer is saying my furlough will
lion people across Britain could be end in July,” she said.
out of work. This would push the Her partner has also been made
unemployment rate to 10 percent, one redundant. She said leaving to live
of the highest levels since the Great with family “seems like the only option
Depression of the 1930s. because we’ve run out of money and

Jasmine was furloughed on the Tories’ there might not be work for ages”.
coronavirus job retention scheme. It sees “Everything is day to day,” she added.
the state pay 80 percent of wages, up to “We have no idea what will happen [
£2,500 a month, if workers would have in six months. At the moment the only &
been laid off because of the lockdown.  question is the roof over our heads.

Almost ten million workers currently That’s it.” -
rely on the scheme. But Tory chancellor Politicians say a “great tsunami is ||
Rishi Sunak has asked bosses to stump going to sweep away the jobs of many
up money towards it from August. people who thought they were in £%
Bosses are determined not to pay. And secure employment”. Lord Forsyth, %
the whole scheme will stop in October chair of the House of Lords Economic
in any case. Affairs Committee, admitted that |

T

Jasmine said her boss has already laid unemployment would “perhaps MMERIIRELCIERERESUCHATTMRE

reach levels last seen in 1938”. He said
it could take years to fully recover.

Julia, a workplace trainer who has
been furloughed until September, said
unemployment is “becoming more real”.
She told Socialist Worker she hopes
there will be work to return to, but that
this isn’t guaranteed.

“So I'm having to look for other
work,” she explained. “The last time I
was made redundant, I found it takes
you about a week to tune up the CV and
get into things. Then you get people
. ringing back.

i

“Now there’s some stuff out there,
but the volume of applications is so
massive many times you won’t get
an acknowledgment. So now I'm

taking it as a positive when they
get back and say, ‘Sorry, we're

not proceeding with this.’
“The most positive thing is
if they say, ‘We’d like you to
apply for other positions.”.”

o | Jasmine added, “I've been

_— looking at some jobs online,

but there aren’t many out there.

“Lots of people who had
stable jobs are having them
ripped away. Nothing is being
done about it by bosses and gov-
ernment—it’s a joke—and nothing
is being done to control the virus.”

»  The predicted tsunami of layoffs

- will begin to hit in August when the

* | Tories start to wind down the fur-
lough scheme. But even workers
who have been told they will have
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jobs to come back to face huge uncer-
tainty and a hit to living standards.

Samantha, a McDonald’s worker
who has been furloughed, told Socialist
Worker, “Our suffering hasn’t even
started.

“They’ve pressed the pause button.
But we’re gonna pay for furlough. I do
worry about it. You look at how much
austerity has already inflicted and you
think, ‘What can they do now?””

Samantha says bosses will push people
into unemployment through hardship. “I
think they’ll decrease people’s hours and
I don’t think they’ll be handing out any
more contacts,” she said.

“They will have natural wastage as

CHANCELLOR RISHI Sunak is more interested in profits than people’s I?ves

people who don’t get enough hours to
survive may leave—and then they won’t
have to pay redundancy.

“People will be forced into it.”

Samantha feels “physically sick” at
the prospect of unemployment or fewer
hours. “Life on furlough is hard, but now
there’s the thought of not even having
the amount I'm getting now,” she said.

“I don’t trust our government to put
in any support.”

Many of those laid off will be forced
onto the hated Universal Credit (UC)
benefit.

Fresh research by the Joseph Rowntree
Foundation and Save the Children shows
that two thirds of families on UC have

been forced into debt during the pan-
demic. This includes pay day loans and
credit cards. Some eight million children
across four million families are affected.

Samantha says she’s “too scared” to
claim UC. She was hit by the Tory benefit
“reform” to child and working tax cred-
its and forced to give back £5,000—a
bill she’s only recently repaid.

Massive
The lack of support could force Samantha
to move her family into overcrowded
housing. “I've started looking at what’s
out there and what the price difference
is,” she said. “It’s not really massive, but
a couple of hundred pounds a month is
massive when you haven’t got any money.

“At the moment my house fits us all
in nicely. But downsizing would be to
a two-bedroom house. The girls would
share, the older boy would have one,
and we would give up our bedroom and
sleep in the front room.”

Lockdown has caused immense
suffering for people, but that’s because
the Tories and bosses want to protect their
wealth. The money exists to
protect working class people’s
health and living standards.

Julia said the Tory arguments
treat “workers as a disposable
resource,” adding, “Yes we want to be
working, but without killing anyone.”

Jasmine added, “The top people
in society have doubled their wealth
under austerity. People are made
redundant and they still keep their

—

wealth. We need to keep the furlough el R @RULIIRELIRY
scheme going as long as it’s needed.” KEUEEREIRIURUTIIEIS
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The Tories are winding down the
scheme to force people back to unsafe
workplaces and get profits flowing
again. They claim this is for our bene-
fit, as working class people will suffer
in a recession if they don’t reopen the
economy.

In reality many will still suffer pov-
erty and unemployment. And the Tories
and their profit-driven system are
responsible.

So Transport for London recruits

“volunteers” to hand out face masks
in stations when millions need paid
work. Vulnerable people who need help
getting the basics under lockdown are
forced to rely on volunteers in mutual
aid groups.
People who are ill with things
other than coronavirus don’t get
care because the NHS is under-
funded. Children who are out of
school don’t get support because
there aren’t enough support
workers.

Delivering the services that
actually matter to people
would create millions more
jobs. But winning it means
challenging the rule of the
bosses, private ownership and
profit.

The coronavirus crisis has
shown how capitalism utterly fails
to meet the basic needs of ordinary
people. It’s an argument for trans-
forming society and reshaping produc-
tion in ways that benefit the majority,
not the handful of rich people at the top.
Some workers’ names have been changed

‘l EAT ONCE A DAY AND
FEEL TRAPPED IN MY
HOME’ THE REALITY OF
LIFE ON FURLOUGH

ECAUSE OF the way
furlough is calculated,
Samantha is receiving
around half of her usual pay.

Samantha worked 35 hours
a week from last summer. But
when the government published
the guidance, she had an email
saying 80 percent of pay would be
calculated using the average for the
tax year 2019-20.

So she’s been forced to live off
around 18 hours a week pay since
being furloughed.

This has caused immense
hardship for Samantha, her partner
and her three children. “It's getting
more and more difficult as time
goes on,” she explained. “We're on a
water meter, so don't flush the toilet
if we don’t have to.

Snappy

“Food, or rather the lack of food,
is really hard. | will eat once a day.
| think, ‘How can | make a meal
last two days?’ If | don't eat lunch
or breakfast, there's more for my
children to have.

“I'just drink lots of water. | do find
| am more tired and snappy that |
would naturally be. It's all the stress
and the pressure of looking at the
bank account.

“I don't have a mobile phone
contract any more, I've put it onto a
rolling one, so | can get rid of it if |
need to.

“| spend a lot of time researching
where to shop. ‘Oh, there’s a sale
there, so I'll go there.” When you go
shopping online, you have to go into
the basket at the end and see what |
can get rid of.

| live in a village so if doesn’t
come with the supermarket delivery,
we're not having it because | can’t
put fuel in my car.

“| feel trapped within my home.”

Economy

Samantha added, “People like
Katie Hopkins say | should think
about how I'm going to feed my
children before having them. | did.
The position I'm in today has been
forced upon me by government
putting the economy ahead of our
safety and health.

“There’s a constant drip, drip,
drip about ‘rags to riches’, but really
there are not many rags to riches
stories. Everything is run for profit,
not what will benefit us as a whole.”

Things have been tough on only
half pay—but it's harder for those
on 80 percent of regular pay too.
Jasmine said she is spending money
on “just food”.

“It shouldn’t be that way,” she
said. “The bills and council tax are
still coming in full price and there's
been no talk of support.

“My pay went down by 20 percent
to around £1,300 a month. With rent
and bills at nearly £700, that’s a big
chunk.”
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

These are the core politics of
the Socialist Workers Party.

INDEPENDENT WORKING
CLASS ACTION

Under capitalism workers’
labour creates all profit. A
socialist society can only be
constructed when the working
class seizes control of the means
of production and democratically
plans how they are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be
patched up or reformed as the
established Labour and trade
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown.
Capitalism systematically
degrades the natural world.
Ending environmental crisis
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD

The structures of the present
parliament, army, police and
judiciary cannot be taken over
and used by the working class.
They grew up under capitalism
and are designed to protect the
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an
entirely different kind of state—a
workers’state based upon
councils of workers’ delegates and
aworkers’militia.

At most parliamentary
activity can be used to make
propaganda against the present
system.

Only the mass action of the
workers themselves can destroy
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM

The struggle for socialism is
part of a worldwide struggle.
We campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.

We oppose everything which
turns workers from one country
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and
imperialism. We oppose all
immigration controls.

We support the right of black
people and other oppressed
groups to organise their own
defence. We support all genuine
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia
demonstrates that a socialist
revolution cannot survive in
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was
state capitalism, not socialism.
In Eastern Europe and China
asimilar system was later
established by Stalinist parties.
We support the struggle of
workers in these countries against
both private and state capitalism.

We are for real social,
economic and political equality
of women. We are for an end
to all forms of discrimination
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people.

We defend the right of
believers to practise their religion
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most
militant sections of the working
class have to be organised into a
revolutionary socialist party.
Such a party can only be
built by activity in the mass
organisations of the working class.
We have to prove in practice
to other workers that reformist
leaders and reformist ideas are
opposed to their own interests.
We have to build a rank and file
movement within the unions.

Tojoin us, turnto page 16

or go to www.swp.org.uk

or phone 020 7840 5602 for
more information

Socialist Workers Pa

Racism, coronavirus and
climate change—socialism in
a time of crisis and revolt

MANCHESTER,
LIVERPOOLANDTHE
NORTHWEST

Wed 8 Jul, 7pm
817-4647-8183

SCOTLAND
Thu 9 Jul, 6.30pm
823-0890-7743

{ SOCIALIST WORKER
LOCAL MEETINGS

Weekly meetings to discuss
political issues and our
local interventions.

All welcome.

BIRMINGHAM

The revolutionary ideas
of Angela Davis

Wed 1 Jul, 7pm
291-634-5938

BLACK COUNTRY

Why are the police so racist?
Wed 1 Jul, 8pm
352-891-2411

BOLTON AND WIGAN
Coronavirus,capitalism
and our NHS

Fri3 Jul,6pm
604-325-1447
BRADFORD

After Sanders —what
next for the US left?
Thu2Jul, 7pm
890-3576-9599
BRIGHTON AND HOVE
After Sanders—what
next for the US left?
Thu2Jul,

6.30pm
889-9658-1654

The Labour Party—

A Marxist History

by Tony Cliff, Donny Glucks!
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH
YORKSHIRE

Thu 2 Jul,

7pm

529-174-9278

SOUTHLONDON
Wed 15 Jul, 7pm
497-196-1801

BRISTOL

Lenin at 150 —why his
ideas still matter

Wed 1 Jul, 7pm
688-397-3148

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Crisis and revolution in the
Middle East

Wed 1 Jul,

7.30pm

446-409-5118
CAMBRIDGE

By any means necessary —
the revolutionary legacy
of Malcolm X

Thu 2 Jul, 6pm
681-800-4408

CARDIFF
Booklaunch:Vital
signs—the deadly cost
of health inequality, with
author Lee Humber
Wed 1 Jul, 7pm
630-181-4857
CHESTERFIELD

Is science neutral?

Thu 2 Jul,6.30pm
829-532-8731
COLCHESTER

How the Black Panthers
fought the state
Thu30Jul, 7pm
872-3074-2363

BOOKMARKS

A Rebel’s Guide to Engels
by Camilla Royle
tein £4

COVENTRY

Grenfelland Covid-19—
class,race and resistance
Wed 1 Jul 7.30pm
587-183-5359
DUNDEE,ABERDEEN & PERTH
Leninat 150 —why

his ideas matter

Wed 1 Jul,

7.30pm

396-573-1805
EDINBURGH
Coronavirus,eugenics
and capitalist crisis
Wed 1 Jul,

7.30pm

431-459-112

GLASGOW

Arebel’s guide to Engels
Thu 2 Jul,

6.30pm

881-6794-2125
HARLOW

Lenin at 150 —why his
ideas still matter

Thu 2 Jul,

7.30pm

633-929-2868
HUDDERSFIELD
Covid-19,imperialism
and the Global South
Thu 2 Jul,6:30pm
428-926-9492

'ty online meetings

Hegel and Revolution
by Terry Sullivan and
Donny Gluckstein, £7

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local
discussion, organising and actions.

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and at the time given for your
local meeting ask to ‘Join a meeting”.

You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

KENT

The history of black
resistance in the US

Thu 2 Jul,

8.15pm

434-623-8064
LANCASTERAND MORECAMBE
The revolutionary ideas of
Angela Davis

Thu 2 Jul,6.30pm
992-204-9372

LEEDS

By any means necessary —
the revolutionary legacy
of Malcolm X

Thu 2 Jul,6.30pm
856-912-7408

LIVERPOOL

Why an attack on trans
rightsis anattack onusall
Wed 1 Jul, 7pm
493-925-5919
LONDON-HACKNEY

How the Black Panthers
fought the state

Thu 2 Jul,7.30pm
798-534-2585
LONDON - HARINGEY
Decolonising

education

Wed 1 Jul,

7.30pm

459-388-1576

£10

LONDON-ISLINGTON

All the statues should fall—
confronting the legacy of
slavery and empire

Thu 2 Jul,

6.30pm

874-012-7970
LONDON-NEWHAM

Civil Rights,Black Power
and Black Lives Matter—
the radical tradition of
fighting racism in the US
Wed 1 Jul,7.30pm
811-4659-1877
LONDON-SOUTH

By any means necessary —
the revolutionary legacy
of Malcolm X

Wed 1 Jul, 7pm
497-196-1801

LONDON - SOUTH EAST

The state and surveillance—
is the coronavirus

app effective?

Wed 1 Jul,

7.30pm

530-913-6390

LONDON -TOWER HAMLETS
Trump vs China—
coronavirus and imperialism
Wed 1 Jul,

7.30pm

818-391-0420

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles

1Bloomsbury Street, London WC1B 3QE PHONE 020 7637 1848 WEB hookmarksbhookshop.co.uk

LONDON -WALTHAM FOREST
Fighting Macron’s
Thatcherite project

Wed 1 Jul,7.30pm
543-023-057
MANCHESTER

By any means necessary —
the revolutionary legacy
of Malcolm X

Wed 1 Jul, 7pm
845-7714-6706
NEWCASTLE

By any means necessary —
the revolutionary legacy
of Malcolm X

Wed 1 Jul, 7pm
368-595-7212

NORWICH

What makes people rise up?
Wed 1 Jul,

7.30pm

906-652-5299
NOTTINGHAM AND DERBY
Can workers run society?
Wed 1 Jul, 7pm
354-874-4790

OXFORD

The radical tradition of
fighting racismin the US
Thu 2 Jul,6.30pm
873-2346-7161
PORTSMOUTHAND
SOUTHAMPTON

You can’t have capitalism
without racism —what’s the
socialist solution?

Wed 1 Jul,7.30pm
488-934-2809

SWANSEA
Coronavirus,capitalism
and crisis—are we headed
for another depression?
Weds 3 Jul, 7.30pm
248-448-3170

YORKAND SCARBOROUGH
The radical tradition of
fighting racismin the US
Wed 1 Jul,7.30pm
827-489-7492
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Spike Lee explores legacy
and trauma of Vietnam War

Da 5 Bloods follows a group of disillusioned black veterans as they return to
Vietnam—and confront decades of racism and rage, writes Ken Olende

FOUR BLACK US veterans return
to Vietham some 50 years after
they left. They have come to find
the battlefield grave of their squad
leader Stormin’ Norman.

Director Spike Lee’s new film pulls
together half a century of racial and
nationalist politics. What makes it so
powerful is the mixture of Lee’s rage,
the unfolding mystery of how Norman
died, and the prickly relationship
between the four old comrades.

As soldiers they hoped for black
revolution, but in the decades since
they have drifted apart. So, embit-
tered Paul (Delroy Lindo), has become
a Trump supporter—complete with
Make America Great Again cap.

Even the apparently well adjusted
Otis (Clarke Peters) is addicted to
prescription painkillers.

The film opens with newsreel of
Muhammad Ali’s refusal to fight in
Vietnam. Later, we see Malcolm X,
Martin Luther King, Angela Davis and
Bobby Seale of the Black Panthers.

Lee shows shocking footage
including a napalmed girl running
down the road, Agent Orange being
dropped on the countryside, and
troops shooting anti-war protesters.
Through all these elements Lee keeps
a tight control on the main story.

In the present, the four prepare to
hike upcountry. They are bemused
by modern Vietnam—with its
McDonald’s, tower blocks and war
tours. It is both defiant in its victory
over the US and as greedily capitalist
as the people it beat.

The traumatised Paul calls a
market trader a “gook”, kicking
downwards with racial abuse in part
out of rage at all the racism he has
faced. He laments, “We fought in an
immoral war that wasn’t ours.” But

ACTION SWITCHES between the Vietham war and the present day

to the Vietnamese they were just the
visible manifestation of the US occu-
pation that killed their families.

Everyone is damaged here. The
soldiers have untreated PTSD.
Michon (Sandy Huong Pham) grew
up in Vietnam, the daughter of a
black US soldier, looked down on
both because of her dark skin and as
a “bastard child of the enemy”.

And never-ending damage is
caused by the landmines that are still
strewn across the country.

In flashbacks the four are played
by the same older actors, drawing out
the unreliability of memory. We see
their squad sent to retrieve the cargo
of a shot down CIA plane.

They find out the cargo is gold bul-
lion, but are then separated from it
when the Vietnamese attack.

The issue of reparations sim-
mers throughout. Who will pay for
the damage done? The four idolise
Norman, who taught them politics,
but also how to survive in a war.

They look back to his radical
politics from the mess that black
resistance had ended up in. Has their
attempt to get ahead in US society
led to nothing more than destructive
greed and love of money?

One positive strand of the story
finds resolution in the growth of
Black Lives Matter.

The film is better than Lee’s
previous BlacKkKlansman, which
awkwardly romanticised the police.
The multiple strands allow for a
much more complex view of history.

Also, it features stunning music,
from an acapella version by Marvin
Gaye of his famous What’s Going On
to the Chambers Brothers.

Available now on Netflix

Mystery, magic and mysticism in a new BBC drama

TELEVISION

THE LUMINARIES
BBC One, Sundays at 9pm
and on BBC iPlayer

THE LUMINARIES is a fast
paced story of murder,
betrayal, revenge—and
hunting for gold. The new
BBC drama series is based
on Eleanor Catton’s book
of the same name.

It begins in 1865 on
a boat heading to New
Zealand, full of passengers
hoping to find gold and
better lives. They include
Anna Wetherell, a young
woman from London, who

says she is travelling to get
away from “who I was”.
Anna enters a
bewildering world full of
danger, ending up with
her purse stolen and at
the mercy of Lydia Wells,
a fortune-teller. There’s
a sense that everyone is
looking for what they can
get out of others—and you
never know who to trust.
Despite the title, much
of the series takes place
in gloom. It reinforces the
sense that you can’t quite
see what’s really going on.
This isn’t necessarily bad.
Part of the complexity —
comes from contradictory Lydia lectures on astrology

characters. Lydia’s
husband, for instance,
first appears to be

a drunk. Later he
appears thoughtful and
considerate, and at other
times frightening.

Anna can appear to be
a victim, but as the drama
develops we see her
differently.

It’s good that the series
portrays women as having
agency—even if you don’t
always like what they
do with it. And there are
some beautiful scenes,
contrasting with the dirt

and grime of everyday life.

The story hinges on

mysticism, magic and fate,
which some could find
irritating.

For instance, the
illiterate Anna suddenly
acquires the ability to
read. And Lydia loves
to lecture on astrology
although, as her husband
says, “She talks a lot of
shite.”

I think the focus on an
often grim reality of life
for many characters keeps
it grounded.

It’s an entertaining
drama that questions how
much control we really
have over our lives.

Sadie Robinson

FILM

99 HOMES
Available now on BBC iPlayer

THIS 2014 drama tells a
story of unemployment,
homelessness, desperation
and a ruthless businessman.

Dennis Nash, a
construction worker,
struggles to keep the home
he shares with his mother
and son when he becomes
unemployed.

His family is summarily
evicted by utterly ruthless
Rick Carver—who the police
officers who provide the
enforcement call “boss.” But
after the eviction, Carver
offers Dennis a job—who
reluctantly accepts.

He begins helping Carver
to carry out evictions

"J'Ig J

Unemployed worker Dennis

himself, and to set up real
estate schemes that exploit
government and banking
rules to the disadvantage of
struggling home owners.

PLAY

LES BLANCS (THE WHITES)
Available on the National
Theatre’s YouTube channel
from 7pm Thursday 2 July until
7pm on Thursday 9 July

THE NATIONAL Theatre’s
2016 production of this
play about colonisation is
available for a week.

Les Blancs (The Whites)
by Lorraine Hansberry is
the story of a village in an
unnamed African village
occupied by Europeans in
the 1900s.

Liberal journalist Charlie
Morris arrives planning to

L dina ﬂf!
Poster for Les Blancs

write an article in praise
of its patriarch, Reverend
Neilsen.

On the same day;
Tshembe Matoseh returns
home to the nearby village
for his father’s funeral. It
soon becomes clear that
the villagers are planning
revenge and revolution.
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HISTORY & THEORY ()

HE British
Empire ruled
over a quarter
of the world
at its height at
the beginning
of the 20th century. Yet
within 50 years, little was
left of what had been the
biggest empire in history.

From as early as the 16th
century, Britain’s rulers
conquered Ireland, North
America, large swathes of
the Caribbean and Africa
and tracts of Africa and the
Middle East.

They boasted the empire
was so vast that “the sun
never set” on the land Britain
had invaded to profiteer and
loot from.

As the British Chartist
Ernest Jones replied, it was
also where “the blood never
dried”.

The Second World War
was a catalyst for the disinte-
gration of the empire.

Britain came out of the war
in 1945 a bankrupt, declining
power.

The US was taking its
place in the world as the chief
policeman and plunderer.
And it was the onset of the
Cold War, a period of impe-
rialist rivalry between the US
and Russia.

But a series of uprisings
against British rule were crit-
ical to its disintegration. Our
rulers were determined to hang
to their colonies for as long
as possible—with immense
repression.

Millions of people in Africa
and Asia, who had been cast
as racially-inferior in imperi-
alist ideology, took matters
into their own hands. They
smashed apart the bloody rule
of an empire that had appeared
untouchable.

Tensions in the British
empire were starting to boil
over from the start of the 20th
century.

In Ireland a guerrilla war
led by nationalists forced the
British to quit 26 out of 32
counties in 1920. They hung on
to Northern Ireland and set up
a sectarian, violent, one party
statelet.

Embarrassment
The British defeat was a
huge embarrassment for the
establishment.

How could it quell rebellions
across the empire if it couldn’t
contain dissent frothing in its
oldest, closest colony?

The loss of India in 1947
was another huge blow to the
British empire.

The Tory prime minis-
ter Benjamin Disraeli had
described it as the “jewel in
the crown”. In various guises
from the 18th century, the
British state and capitalists had
plundered and subjugated the
Indian subcontinent.

Yet the Quit India movement,
mutinies by soldiers and sailors
and militant action by work-
ers forced out Britain. Strikes,
mass demonstrations and direct
action made its rule untenable.

£ .
KWAME NKRUMAH who led the Ghanaian inde

pendence struggle speaks in Harlem, New York

HOW SUN SET
ONBRITISH
EMPIRE

As Britain’s rulers try to defend their colonial past,
Sarah Bates looks at how resistance, imperialist rivalries
and decline ended the biggest empire in the world

Marxist CLR James

But the British didn’t go
down without a fight. As they
left their prized piece of land
they carved it up into two
countries.

Britain’s policy of divide
and rule between Hindus and
Muslims produced partition
into India and Pakistan.

It forced 17 million people to
migrate, saw terrible commu-
nal violence, and left one mil-
lion dead.

Indian independence was
just the start. The following

Uprisings
were crucial
to ending
empire

year neighbouring Burma, now
Myanmar, won freedom after
decades of a national liberation
struggle.

The next wave of decolonisa-
tion came in Africa, which had
suffered centuries of plunder.

Britain, France, Spain,
Portugal and the king of the
Belgians had begun exploiting
Africa from the 17th century
and stole millions of people in
the transatlantic slave trade.

But the vast majority of
Africa was colonised during the

1890s.

By the late 19th century rival
powers had caught up with
British capitalism. As competi-
tion for international markets
increased, Britain needed to
grab more land.

Britain wasn’t about to give
up its African colonies without
a fight.

In 1945 Labour’s deputy
prime minister, Herbert
Morrison, said that granting
independence to African coun-
tries would be “like giving a
child of ten a latchkey, a bank
account and a shotgun”.

In the 1950s people in
Kenya, which had been colo-
nised in 1880, protested for
freedom. Met by brutal repres-
sion, Kenyans formed the Mau
Mau group and rose up between
1952 and 1960.

British forces pushed
Kenyans into prison camps
and tortured people, including
crushing testicles and breasts
with pliers. They destroyed
the evidence and refused
even a half-hearted apology
until 2013. But resistance was
spreading through Britain and
Europe’s empires.

Ghana in West Africa
became the first Sub-Saharan
country to win independence
in 1957. The loss of one of
Britain’s oldest African colo-
nies was a bitter blow to impe-

rialism—and an inspiration to
people across the world.

Mass agitation, strikes,
boycotts and riots forced the
British to concede the territory.

HE struggle was

led by Kwame

Nkrumah, who

became president

of free Ghana and

was later deposed
in a Western-back coup in
1966.

In 1947 Nkrumah became
leader of the United Gold Coast
Convention (UGCC).

This was a thoroughly mod-
erate organisation without a
mass base, focusing on peti-
tions and appeals to the British
authorities.

They wanted a measure of
self-rule, but not any funda-
mental social changes.

Nkrumah was worried to

“associate myself with a move-
ment backed almost entirely by
reactionaries, middle class law-
yers and merchants”.
But very quickly Ghanian
nationalism was transformed
into a radical, mass movement
that had support of workers,
peasants and the poor.

A spontaneous boycott of
British goods and riots exploded
in 1948, independently of the
UGCC.

Two years later the country
was in the grip of its first gen-
eral strike, led by Nkrumah’s
new Convention People’s Party
and the TUC union federation.

After independence, Ghana
became a centre for anti-colo-
nial struggle.

CLR James, the black Marxist
revolutionary, declared,
“Today—I don’t say yesterday,
I don’t say tomorrow, but I say
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today—the centre of the world
revolutionary struggle is here in
Accra, Ghana.

“I state, as one who has stud-
ied the history of the revolu-
tionary movement, that at the
present time those policies that
I have enunciated for you, those
policies that you know spring
from here are fundamental pol-
icies for the emancipation of all
classes and all oppressed people
in the world.”

UTURE president

of Guinea, Sekou

Toure, and Congolese

president Patrice

Lumumba gained

support for their
struggles in Ghana.

And many people in the
imperialist countries, such as
Civil Rights activists in the
South of the US, took great
inspiration from it.

The disintegration of British
rule wasn’t just because of the
heroic actions of workers, peas-
ants and intellectuals.

It also flowed from the
changing dynamic of imperial-
ist competition between US and
Russia.

The revolutionary Leon
Trotsky had predicted this shift
in the global pecking order in
1926.

“The US is strengthening her
world positions, England’s are
growing weaker,” he wrote.
“Britain will not escape the
common lot of capitalist coun-
tries. America will place her on
rations.”

While Britain’s rulers tried to
slow the decline, it was made
inevitable after the Suez inva-
sion in 1956. Colonel Gamal
Abdel Nasser and a group of
middle class officers had come
to power in Egypt in 1956. He
wanted to develop the country,
held by back by the British and
old landowning interests.

Nasser looked to support
from Russia and its state capi-
talist model to grow Egyptian
capitalism. He nationalised the
Suez canal, a key shipping route,
from the British and French.

Tory prime minister Anthony
Eden was incensed by the threat
of Nasser.

He said, “I want him mur-
dered,” and demanded to “land
British troops somewhere to
show we were alive and kicking”.

When the British, French and
Israelis invaded, the outcome
was quite the opposite.

They were forced out and
the US didn’t intervene on
Britain and France’s side. The
Suez crisis perfectly crystallised
the multiple pressures bearing

Kenyans are rounded up during the Mau Mau
Uprising (top). British soldiers meted out terrible
brutality to hang on to empire (above)

down on the British Empire at
that time—uprisings, US power
grabs, and its own weakened
military presence.

And the crisis set the scene
for the Cold War era of proxy
manoeuvres throughout the
Middle East.

It was left to prime minister
Harold Macmillan to begrudg-
ingly accept the end of much of
the empire in 1960.

“The wind of change is blow-
ing through this continent and
whether we like or not the
growth of national conscious-
ness is a political fact,” he was
forced to admit.

Our rulers would like us to
remember the supposed great-
ness of the empire. But we
remember the ordinary people
who made the sun set on that
terrible chapter of history.

READ MORE
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by John Newsinger
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COMMENT

This movement must try to
forms of racism

fight al

Although different
groups are affected
differently by racism
this must not divide
the struggle against it
says Yuri Prasad

SHOULD BLACK Lives
Matter protests focus solely
on one type of racism?

It is a question being posed
by some in the movement—
and one eagerly supported by
a layer of academics focused
on questions of ethnicity.

There is, they argue,
something so specific about
the way African-Caribbean
people are treated that
their struggles should
not be “subsumed” into
broader categories, such
as Black Minority Ethnic
(BME) or even into “anti-
racism” more generally.

So Lebanese-Australian
professor Ghassan Hage
wrote in the Guardian last
week that, “anti-black racism
is historically one of the
most lethal racism there is.

No one has to inherit the
combined traumatic history
of colonialism, slavery
and racial exclusion the
way black people do.”

History

They are right to point
out that black history and
identity has been largely
erased from history.

And it is certainly true
that racism does not impact
all groups affected by it in
the same way—and that
prejudices have different
social and historical roots.

But to argue that black
people are the primary
victims of racism, while the
experiences of all other ethnic
minorities are somehow
secondary, is a major error.

First, and most importantly,
it divides the opposition.

Playing one group
off against another
was the hallmark of
the British Empire.

In India they pitted
Muslim against Hindu. In
what became Nigeria they
engineered conflict between
the Igbo and Hausa people.

To engender hatred they
would grant relatively petty
advantages to one group
while denying them to the

WE NEED solidarity in struggle and unity of the oppressed

other. So successful was
their tactic that a relatively
small occupying force of
white Britons could sit atop
of nations of millions of
black and brown people.

Boris Johnson would
be delighted if the Black
Lives Matter movement
shrunk to narrowing itself
to only fighting forms of
discrimination that primarily
affect black people.

Second, creating a
league table of oppression
and placing black people
at the top of it does not
acknowledge the way that
racism is constantly shifting
and prioritising new targets.

Think of Muslims in Britain
in the era since 9/11.

Since 2001 that state
has targeted them as the
“enemy within” and given
itself hitherto unheard
of powers to oppress.

Muslim houses are
raided and innocent people
are shot by police.

And one misunderstood
word can result in even
Muslim children being
informed upon, designated as
“in danger of radicalisation”,
and forced into the Prevent
re-education programme.

Playing one
group off against
another was the
hallmark of the
British Empire

To suggest that the
experiences of British
Muslims, who are
overwhelmingly South Asian
in background, are less
tangible than those of black
people is blinkered at best.

This points to another
problem within the
argument for a black-centred
movement. The notion of
who is black is contested.

Professor Kehinde Andrews
pictures a black “nation”
that spreads from America
to Europe to Africa. But
his conception does not
include those African Muslim
populations he says were
conquered by the Arabs.

What does that mean for
the black Muslim people
of Mali, Niger, Chad,

Sudan and Somalia?

Have they in some
imagined way surrendered
their blackness?

There is a way to overcome
these infernal divisions, and
that is to seek to unite all
those who face racism with all
those committed to fighting it.

Most importantly, we
must understand that racism,
in whatever form, has a
single point of origin—the
capitalist system and its
need for divide and rule.

Socialists understand
that oppressed people
don’t make common cause
automatically—and that
people’s experiences of
racism are not all the same.

And when we push
back racism in any form it
greatly improves the lives
of our class as a whole.

Socialists say that unless
we find ways to struggle
together the oppressor
will defeat us all.
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RADICAL BLACK LIVES

W.E.B DU BOIS

A pioneer of anti-racist theory and struggle

bz SOPHIE SQUIRE

WHEN W.E.B Du Bois
died a demonstration of
200,000 people—the famous
Washington march for jobs
and freedom—held a minute’s
silence in his honour.

It was a profound tribute to
the life of one of the US’s most
important anti-racist theorists
and activists.

Du Bois was one of the
most prolific and popular soci-
ologists, academics and civil
rights activists of the first half
of the 20th century.

Groundbreaking
From as early as 1897 Du
Bois’s work with the US
Bureau of Labor Statistics
produced groundbreak-
ing studies into the lives of
black people living in the US
southern states.

It examined conditions for
both black and white workers
after the abolition of slavery.

Du Bois’s analysis of
race and class after the
American civil war was
one of his most important
contributions.

In his book Black
Reconstruction in America

LEADING ACTIVISTS and theorist W.E.B De Bois

written in 1935 Du Bois
describes how violence and
terror were used against black
workers’ resistance between
1860-1880.

He also came to conclu-
sions about how racism was
used to divide black and white
workers.

“The theory of race was

supplemented by a carefully
planned and slowly evolved
method, which drove such
a wedge between the white
and black workers that there
probably are not today in the
world two groups of workers
with practically identical
interests who hate and fear
each other so deeply.”

Du Bois didn’t stop at
theory. He was a lifelong
activist.

He was an important voice
in the fight against colonial-
ism. In 1919 Du Bois organ-
ised the Pan-African Congress
in Paris, where delegates
gathered to discuss the decol-
onisation of Africa.

And he co-founded
civil rights groups The
Niagara Movement and The
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) formed in
1910.

Du Bois played many roles
in the NAACP including the
founder and editor of its
monthly magazine The Crisis.

Both of these organisations
advocated for the advance-
ment of the legal and demo-
cratic rights of black people,
through reform.

Radical

But as he got older Du Bois
became more radical and
came to more revolutionary
conclusions.

AT the height of the Cold
War the US state waged a
witch hunt of people sus-
pected of being commu-
nists or of having communist
sympathies.

In 1951 Du Bois was
arrested and accused of being
a spy for Stalinist Russia.

He had been circulating a
petition in protest of nuclear
weapons.

The NAACP sought to dis-
tance themselves from Du
Bois after this.

Its central office contacted
local chapters with advice
about “not touching” DuBois’s
case.

After the ordeal, Du Bois
condemned the conservatism
of the black middle class that
dominated the NAACP.

He wrote that they “hated
‘communism’ and ‘social-
ism’ as much as any white
American.”

Removed

After his public indictment,
Du Bois’s writings were
removed from thousands of
libraries and universities.

His passport was illegally
withheld for seven years.

But despite this at the age
of 93, Du Bois joined the
Communist Party.

In his application
to the party, he wrote,
“Communism—the effort to
give all men what they need
and to ask of each the best
they can contribute—this is
the only way of human life.”

This is part of a series about
radical black lives

¥ More online
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The life of Fannie Lou Hamer
bit.ly/fannie-lou-hamer
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‘I miss a normal life’—

workers left at sea

The lockdown means seafarers have been imprisoned on ships for months on
end. Forced to stay, but desperate to leave, Simon Basketter looks at their
situation—and how they’re planning to challenge it

r‘ SEAFARERS onboard cargo
Vad ships are in effect prisoners
unable to leave ship, even to go
ashore briefly when in port.

As countries across the world
have imposed lockdowns to curb the
spread of the coronavirus, merchant
ship crews are collateral damage.

There are an estimated up to two
million seafarers working on board
various types of merchant ships.
These men and women are responsi-
ble for transporting 90 percent of the
world’s goods.

Workers live and work onboard for
months at a time. An average crew
size is just 23 people.

In a normal month, approximately
100,000 seafarers leave their ships
and are replaced by others, but these
crew changes have been cancelled.

It is estimated that 200,000 seafar-
ers are currently at stuck out at sea.
Roughly the same amount are stuck
on shore, waiting to get back to work
or in some cases to get home.

Officers usually sign on for three to
four months, the rest of the crew for
around seven months. But they nor-
mally have an end date.

Contract

Instead, one ship’s officers are cur-
rently eight months into a four-month
contract. The crew is 13 months into
a seven-month contract.

After extending their contracts they
were supposed to be replaced in mid-
March in Qatar. But the ship contin-
ued on to South Korea, Japan, South
Korea again and on to Singapore and
Thailand.

And on the Berlin Express cargo
ship, 18 of the 23 people on board

TRAPPED AT work

were due for a crew change when
it moored in Valencia, Spain in late
May.

The officers had extended what
were normally three-month contracts
to five months, while the mostly
Filipino crew had been on board for
nine months, instead of four.

According to the captain Stephan
Berger, “It feels sometimes like a

prison.”

In a desperate bid to keep seafar-
ers on ships, bosses are promising low
paid workers a pay rise.

On another container ship, appren-
tice Hannah Gerlach was to sign off in
mid-March in Singapore.

She is currently off the coast of
Thailand and said, “I definitely miss
my family very much.

“And I miss just these moments of
a normal life, to have the possibility
to go out for a walk, to the forest, to
ride the bicycle. You don’t know any
more when your contract will end,
when you have the chance to see your
family again.”

Every day that passes, even more
seafarers are finishing their expected
tour of duty but remain stranded.

Seafarers’ action could stop global production

A 15 June deadline was set
| by the union representing
seafarers, the International
Transport Workers’ Federation
(ITF), to resolve getting crews
home. And nothing happened.

The bosses’ organisations
and the pope have all said the
situation is untenable. There
may be workers’ action on a
global scale to end the chaos.

Up till now the ITF and
affiliated unions did not
fight contract extensions
for crew who were unable
to be repatriated.

The workers’ organisation
has a new strategy that
it says “could be highly
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Desperate crew could halt work m

disruptive to global trade.”
According to ITF president

Paddy Crumlin, “Today is

the day we make it crystal

clear to governments that

seafarers are going to start
enforcing their right to stop th

working and return home.”
If a seafarer’s employment
contract expires when a

ex
ha
ex

vessel is at sea, the ITF told
crew to continue working
until the ship is at its next

No end in sight

Horrifying
conditions on
boardan

MANY of those at
A the site are Eastern
European and have “no
recourse to public funds”
(NRPF).

Seafarers are feeling
trapped and tired with
paranoia.

Those are among the
findings of the Seafarers
Happiness Index, a
seafarer survey from the
first three months of the
year.

“Seafarers reported
feeling that not enough is
being done to ensure the
safety of those on board.
They reported feeling
physically exhausted,
mentally disturbed,
homesick and anxious,”
the report said.

According to the
survey, 48 percent
were from the Indian
subcontinent, 24 percent
from Southeast Asia, and
9 percent from western
Europe.

Crew members
reported mental abuse
from superiors, including
name-calling and
harassment.

The report warned that
feelings of dread and
paranoia are creeping
in, as seafarers fear that
the closed spaces on
board and running air
conditioning could help
spread the virus.

Read the full report at bit.ly/
SFHIndexaffect those with
NRPF.

will do its best to help crew
get home if they don’t.
ITF general secretary Steve

rt, then stop working.

If it’s impossible to get

e uncontracted crew off

e ship before it sails again,
e union says they should

t work, but “remain
board as a passenger”.
The new policy does

t explicitly tell union
embers to stop signing

contract extensions.

But it emphasises that

e union doesn’t support
tensions, that seafarers
ve no obligation to sign
tensions, and that the ITF

Cotton said, “If getting seafarers
off these ships causes chaos

in supply chains, if ports back
up from Singapore to San
Francisco, and if this causes
ship insurance providers to pull
their coverage and global trade
to grind to a halt, then that is
on the heads of the politicians,
not the world’s seafarers.”

In an industry that
frequently treats its lowest paid
workers with utter contempt
and blacklists activists, it
will take serious action to
improve the situation.
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Activists stage rebel trail to

rail against HS2 ‘gravy train’

bz SARAHBATES

ENVIRONMENTAL campaign-
ers began a “Rebel Trail” from
Birmingham last weekend along
the route of the planned HS2
high-speed railway.

Extinction Rebellion (XR) activ-
ists, Stop HS2 campaigners and
local communities are all taking
part in the march, which will con-
clude in Parliament Square this
Saturday. They hope the 125-mile
long protest will draw attention to
their concerns about the construc-
tion of the high speed line.

The pet Tory project threatens
local habitats critical for wildlife,
and is set to cost at least £100 bil-
lion in public money.

Joe Rukin, Stop HS2 campaign
manager, said, “Right from the start,
HS2 has been a railway fuelled by
lies with grandiose and impossible
promises made by those who will
profit.”

Rukin said the most recent gov-
ernment go-ahead for the project
was given “just as it was confirmed
that parliament was lied to by HS2
bosses”. “They are desperate to keep
their gravy train running,” he said.

Marchers will walk the route
in groups of up to six people
and stay in camps along the line
where activists have been resisting
construction.

Rebel Pat, who travelled from
Huddersfield to be part of the trail,
told Socialist Worker it felt “really
good” to be there. “It’s ironic that
last week the government was
forced into making sure that kids
got fed,” she said.

“And at the same time it’s spend-
ing £100 billion on something that’s

going to be a benefit to nobody.

“The carbon footprint is going
to be enormous and they’re getting
rid of the ecosystems for something
only a handful of rich people want.”

Activists say instead of building a
headline-grabbing new project, the
government could pour money into
Britain’s ageing rail infrastructure.

“I live on the Transpennine
route, one of the busiest rail links,
and there are many trains that get
cancelled, are late or don’t have
enough carriages,” said Pat.

“How about getting that sorted
out instead of spending more on
other projects?”

From the outset, there’s been
fierce opposition to HS2 from resi-
dents in communities close to the
construction areas.

Some of them face eviction.

Elizabeth Cairns from Extinction
Rebellion and Stopping HS2
Chilterns said, “Globally we are
living through the sixth mass
extinction.

“Nationally we are approaching a
recession unseen in scale since the
1920s.

“HS2 will not only adversely
affect communities along the
route, it will also contribute to the
global climate crisis and taxpayers
will be left to foot the bill for this
destruction.”

The action comes at the same
time as environmental groups are
taking parent company HS2 Ltd to
court.

In Bristol, rebels plan six days
of action to highlight the climate
catastrophe. The group said it
would be “non-disruptive” and
would “highlight different impacts
of clean air in challenging, thought
provoking and symbolic ways”.

Threat caused by capital

Environmental destruction
lies behind the health crisis
and sweeping changes

will be needed to avoid
further pandemics, argued
conservation and health
leaders last week.

In a letter to the Guardian
newspaper, they said that
most emerging infectious
diseases such as Covid-19 “are
driven by human activities”.

Representatives from
WWF International, the UN
Convention on Biological
Diversity and the World
Health Organisation pointed
to endangered animals
being sold for meat at close
proximity to humans.

They called for diversified
agriculture and diets,
sustainable animal farming,
green urban scopes and

renewable energy.

And a report from the WWF
wildlife charity argued that
“pressures on nature from
wildlife exploitation and our
unsustainable food systems
increase the likelihood
of future pandemics”.

The report said Covid-
19, and other similar
diseases are caused by
how human populations
“increasingly encroach into
natural ecosystems.”

“This results in additional
exposure to new animal
pathogens and creates
dangerous conditions for
spillover from one species
to another,” it said.

It said that 60 to 70 percent
of new diseases that have
emerged in humans since
1990 came from wildlife.

REBELS HAVE set off from Birmingham

Official body takes on Tory ¢

A STARK new warning about
the government’s inaction over
climate chaos was due to be
issued this week.

The Committee on Climate
Change (CCC) was due to
present its annual report on
Thursday.

It was likely to take a critical
look at how the Tory government
has done nothing to tackle the
climate emergency over the last
12 months.

The committee’s chair,

Lord Debden, compared the
government’s efforts to being
run “like Dad’s Army” last year.

The Tories claim they have
a 2050 deadline to cut carbon
emissions to 80 percent of their
present level.

Yet government policies
show no sign of attempting
to seriously tackle carbon
emissions, and the CCC is

Bob Ward not impressed

expected to make a number of
proposals to tackle this.

It’s likely to suggest energy
efficiency policies, a tax on fossil
fuels, environmental conditions
added to coronavirus bailouts

Imate record

for companies, and new cycling
routes.

Bob Ward is the policy director
at the Grantham Research
Institute on Climate Change.

He said, “Britain is due to
hold the critical United Nations
climate change summit next
year, but its credibility as a
climate leader is now under
threat.

“Successive committee
reports have warned we are
not on course to meet our
carbon budgets which set future
emissions targets.”

Such stinging attacks from
its own bodies show the level of
inaction from the government.

It’s right that the Tories come
under pressure from the CCC,
but it’s time to move beyond
handwringing from advisory
bodies into real and urgent
action.
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AIRPORT WORERS

Real fightback can
ground major attack

A CONSULTATIVE ballot
on strikes is coming after
a brutal assault on workers’
jobs and conditions from
Heathrow Airport Limited
(HAL).

The workers’ Unite union
said the employer is “using
the Covid-19 pandemic as an
excuse to permanently cut
the pay and conditions of its
workforce”.

It said the move was about
“greed, not need”.

The hit list of attacks
includes:
@®Pay cuts
37 percent
®The closure of the final
salary pension scheme
®Removal of paid breaks and
all allowances
@®Weakening the redundancy
agreement
®Not paying workers for the
first three days of sickness
®Refusal to implement a 4
percent increase in January
2021. This was part of an
agreement to end a previous
pay dispute.

All of the cuts would be
permanent.

And if Unite does not agree
to the attack on workers’ pay,
HAL is committed to sacking
its entire workforce and rehir-
ing them on poorer terms and
conditions.

Unite has put forward

of up to

HEATHROW IS hugely profitable

plans for savings in security
of £48 million, but this is not
considered sufficient.

There is plenty of money
for the bosses and those they
favour.

In March at the beginning
of the pandemic, HAL paid its
shareholders, which includes
the Qatari royal family, a div-
idend of £100 million.

In early May Heathrow
announced that the
airport had a war chest of
£3.2 billion and could survive
without a flight going in or

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Reject LG pay offer and
raise anti-racist solidarity

CONSULTATION with
Unison union members on
a 2.75 percent pay offer to
local government workers
in England and Wales is
underway.

Despite the offer falling
far short of the unions’
claim for a 10 percent rise,
Unison’s Service Group
Executive is not even
making a recommendation
to reject the offer.

Local branches of the
union should be holding
members’ meetings and
arguing for rejection of this
insulting offer.

It does not begin to
make up for years of pay
settlements below inflation.

In addition, the Black
Lives Matter (BLM)
movement should be a
spur to take up issues of
racism in the workplace.

Unison branches have
pushed employers to make
statements supporting the
movement.

They are pressing for this
to go further.

Some Unison branches
are discussing demands
such as challenging the lack
of promotion opportunities
for black workers and the
concentration of black
workers in low paid jobs.

Unison should link
the fight over pay to the
movement against racism.
Connecting the issues can
give workers confidence to
launch the strikes needed to
win on pay and fight racism.

Unison and the TUC
could call an eight minutes
and 46 second stoppage
in solidarity with the BLM
movement.

Tony Phillips

out of the airport for a year.
Unite said it will hold a ballot
of its members to get their
views on the attacks on terms
and conditions.

The union added that
“If there is an appetite for
strike action a formal indus-
trial action ballot will swiftly
follow.”

That can’t come soon
enough.

Huge attacks on jobs and
conditions are taking place
across the aviation and
airline industry.

Battle lines
drawn at BT

THREATS TO job security
and terms and conditions
across BT Group must be met
with “a steely and united
show of resistance” said CWU
union branches last week.

BT bosses are poised to
embark on the widest-ranging
programme of changes in the
company’s history.

The union says it is already
grappling with a growing list of
potential flashpoints.

These include the threat of
compulsory redundancies and
major attacks on pensions.

The CWU says it “has
resolved to prepare for battle in
case negotiations fail to secure
an acceptable way forward”.

Will Murray from Greater
London Combined branch
told an online forum, “BT
has manoeuvred us past our
red line which was industrial
action after a single compulsory
redundancy.

“We need to stand firm.”

PicTure: CHARLES HAYNES ON FLICKR

They won’t be halted by
desperate appeals to sup-
posed “national unity” or
“partnership”.

Instead serious struggle is
needed.

Unite regional co-ordinat-
ing officer Wayne King said,
“These are not well paid
workers as it is.

“To attack their pay and
conditions in this way and
under the cover of the public
health crisis is a disgraceful
act from a business with bil-
lions in the bank.”

Bigger union,
bigger fight?

THE UNISON union says

it has seen a surge in
membership with more than
90,000 people signing up
this year.

That’s an increase of
almost a quarter on the same
period in 2019.

Some 25 percent of this
membership increase came
in May alone, with 23,040
joining.

One sector where growth
has been significant is among
school support staff, said
Unison.

Another big increase has
come among care staff.

It's welcome to see more
workers getting organised.

But the real test is what
the union will now do to
encourage a fightback as
bosses seek to slash jobs and
conditions.

Workers will rightly expect
their union to offer real
resistance.

[MENZIES
Menzies launches assaults

AVIATION company Menzies
is threatening to make mass
redundancies at Heathrow
Airport.

The company employs
over 2,500 workers at the
airport. They do jobs such as
baggage handling, check-in
and front of house roles.

It has written to its
workforce warning they are
at risk of redundancy.

Bosses did not notify
Unite, the recognised union,
that they were seeking to
make redundancies, or
inform the union how many
jobs would be lost.

This is a basic legal
requirement.

Menzies provides services
to airlines including Air
Canada, Lufthansa, Lot,
Cathay Pacific, American
Airlines, Aer Lingus and
Quantas.

Menzies is also using
the furlough scheme to pay
workers who have been
made redundant but are
working their notice.

Workers employed on
a refuelling contract were
made redundant while
furloughed. But Menzies is
refusing to pay their notice
pay upfront.

Instead the workers will
be paid for a further
12 weeks—their notice pay
period—by the government’s
Job Retention Scheme.

Only then will they receive
their redundancy pay, and so
they cannot seek alternative
employment until that time.

Unite regional officer
Kevin Hall said, “Menzies
have got to start playing by
the rules or Unite will take
legal or industrial action to
ensure they do.”

RAIL

Strike ballot is starting
at Heathrow Express

WORKERS ON the Heathrow
Express line are balloting for
strikes over bosses’ plans to
axe their jobs.

RMT union members are
preparing to fight because
workers currently furloughed
have been threatened with
being made unemployed.

Bosses have threatened to
cut 123 Mobile Sales Advisor
and Customer Concierge
roles and reorganise grades.

The firm said it was axing
the jobs to “reduce costs
throughout the business in
order to keep it viable and to
reduce the need to make any

compulsory redundancies”.

Mick Cash, RMT general
secretary, said the union was
appalled that “management
have chosen to put a gun
to our members’ heads
demanding they accept a
total reorganisation”.

He said the attacks include
“moving half the workforce
onto part-time contracts, or
facing unemployment”.

“It is an abuse of the
government’s furlough
scheme to take taxpayer
money while cooking up
plans for jobs carnage,” he
said.

ROUND-UP

HPLANS FROM the RSPCA
animal charity to make
300 staff redundant will
be “challenged” said the
Unite union last week.

Unite regional officer
Terry Abbott said, “While
coronavirus and the
subsequent economic
disruption are undoubtedly
putting financial pressure
on many charities, these
proposals are excessive.

“This is distressing news
for our members at the
RSPCA and Unite will do its
utmost to support them at
this difficult time.

“Before any course of
action is decided upon, the
RSPCA must enter into a full
consultation with Unite.

“Any potential
restructuring must be
done in a way that keeps
redundancies to an absolute
minimum and ensures
the charity’s operational
capacity.”

BETHE GMB union has
called on Surrey County
Council to shut Godstone
village school immediately,

citing serious concerns for
pupil and staff safety.

The school has failed to
carry out a detailed risk
assessment.

It has also been admitting
students from years two and
five, even though this is in
direct contravention of the
government advice.

The headteacher has
further fuelled the flames by
sending a letter to parents
inviting them into the school
to help, increasing safety
fears.

HOVER 20 people working
in theatres for the
Randstad agency were
laid off overnight by the
company last week.

They work in theatres run
by Carmarthenshire County
Council in west Wales.

The company had refused
the council’s request to
furlough their staff.

The workers were given
only one week’s paid notice.

The GMB union is calling
on the council to intervene
and ensure staff are paid and
protected.
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SOCIAL DISTANCING guidelines are child’s play to the Tories

TORY MOVES WILL

MEAN MORE DEATH

By TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS
[

THE TORIES pushed ahead
with lifting the lockdown just
as the official British death
toll rose to over 42,000
and other countries showed
signs of another spike.

Boris Johnson was set to
announce a further relaxa-
tion of lockdown measures
and social distancing in
England on Tuesday.

This was expected to
include a reopening of pubs
and restaurants and reducing
the 2 metre rule to 1 metre
from Saturday 4 July.

Hairdressers and bar-
bers would reopen on the
same day. And reports sug-
gested that the government
could try to reopen domestic
tourism, including hotels and
holiday camps, in two weeks.

“Non-essential” shops
opened in Wales on Monday
after the same move in Eng-
land last week.

Health secretary Matt
Hancock, said that the gov-
ernment was “clearly on
track” with its roadmap to
return to business as usual.

His bullishness came as the
number of deaths rose to
42,632 on Sunday.

This official figure from
the Department of Health
does not include all deaths
from coronavirus, thought to
be more than 53,000.

The Tory strategy is based
on the priorities of big busi-
ness to get profits flowing
again.

Decision

Security minister James
Brokenshire claimed the Tory
government is led by “the
best, most up-to-date sci-
ence”.

He claimed that the science
over the two-metre rule “has
evolved”—a line parroted by
many senior political journal-
ists and other mouthpieces
for the government.

But Brokenshire then half
gave the game way, saying
their decision would “fuse”
science and economics.

The review of the rule
involved both scientists and
economists as bosses had
built up pressure, saying
they could not reopen with
the two-metre rule in place.

Tory ministers’
bullishness
came as
deaths hit

over 42,000

The government’s ‘world-beating’ contact tracing is a shambles

The Tories look like they are
making up policy on the hoof.

When asked whether the
government would ask pubs
and restaurants to register
customers, Hancock said,
“I wouldn’t rule that out.
There are other countries
in the world that take that
approach.”

Hancock didn’t note that
other countries where pubs
and restaurants are open
have working test and trace
apps. In New Zealand, for

instance, people scan codes
as they go inside as part of a
“digital diary”.

This means that customers
can be contacted if there are
new cases linked to the venue.

Instead Hancock suggested
that the government would
ask businesses to collect cus-
tomers’ contact details. That’s
because the Tories’ test and
trace system is an ongoing
shambles.

In a humiliating rever-
sal of policy, the govern-
ment announced last week
that it is abandoning its
contact-tracing app. It had
previously said this was
vital to an effective “test and
trace” system.

Emphasised
Instead, it is now seeking to
use technology by Google
and Apple. The original
app—designed by NHSX, the
health service’s innovation
arm—was criticised by pri-
vacy campaigners.

It was also beset with tech-
nical problems and delays.

NHSX will now work to
combine its app with the Apple
and Google system, aiming to

release a new product in the
autumn or winter.

But officials involved in
the test and trace programme
emphasised that even by the
autumn, the app might not
be good enough for contact-
tracing. Instead, it will only
be used to report coronavirus
symptoms.

Contact-tracing will mostly
be done by 27,000 call
handlers, who interview new
virus sufferers and question
them about who they have
been close to. But this system,
handed to outsourcer Serco, is
also failing.

Three weeks since it began,
some contact tracers have
failed to reach a single person.

The danger posed to
working class people by
an unsafe return to work is
grave—and the inaction by
union leaders is glaring.

They talk of working with
ministers and bosses while
the Tories get away with
ending the lockdown.

Unions need to fight and
organise walkouts against an
unsafe return to work and
attempts to make ordinary
people pay for the crisis.
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