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STRIKE

Workers fight 
Labour council’s 
attacks on pay
TOWER HAMLETS council 
workers vowed to keep up the 
fight after their Labour-run 
council sacked then rehired 
them on worse contracts.

The workers struck on 
Friday, Monday and Tuesday. 

They’ve shown it’s possible 
to fight during the coronavirus 
outbreak—and other workers 
supported them.
>>Page 20

COPS

Stop and search 
shows reality of 
police racism
INSTITUTIONAL racism 
is as strong as ever.

Two stop and searches 
have exposed the racist 
attitudes of the cops.

Footage showing the 
aggressive searches of Ryan 
Colaco, and athletes Ricardo 
dos Santos and Bianca 
Williams, have thrown the 
spotlight on racist policing.
>>Page 7

CORONAVIRUS

Infections are 
soaring in 
workplaces
SUSPECTED OUTBREAKS of 
Covid-19 in workplaces across 
England almost doubled 
in the last week of June.

Public Health England 
said that 43 acute respiratory 
outbreaks were reported in  
workplaces in the week 
ending 28 June. 
>>Page 4

Bianca Williams—targeted by cops
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  Maxwell arrested but abuser  
prince still refuses to talk 
GHISLAINE MAXWELL is 
charged with procuring 
underage girls for Jeffrey 
Epstein to have sex with, 
and engaging in sexual 
activity with them herself.

The arrest will once again 
focus attention on the role of 
Prince Andrew. 

He secretly met Maxwell 
inside Buckingham Palace 
on 6 June last year. 

It was two weeks after 
her abuser friend Epstein 
was placed under a new 
investigation by US cops.

Maxwell had introduced 
Epstein to the sweat-free 
prince.

Pr ince  Andrew met 
Epstein, the bill ionaire 
paedophile, at least ten 
times over the course of their 
12-year friendship.

Epstein had up to 13 
phone numbers for the 
queen’s second son. Epstein 

apparently took his own life 
last year after being charged 
with sex trafficking offences 
involving girls as young as 14.

Virginia Roberts Giuffre,  
has alleged she had a series 
of sexual encounters with 

the duke, which he denies, 
culminating in what she has 
said was a sex party on a 
Caribbean island owned by 
Epstein.

Medical records reveal 
that Roberts, 

by then 18, checked into a 
hospital on 9 July that year.

She had endured “irregular 
vaginal bleeding” over three 
weeks, as well as “dizziness, 
nausea, vomiting” and 
“sharp, low abdominal pain”, 
the medical records show.

Giuffre says she was 
introduced to Andrew in 
2001. She said, “It was 
horrible and this guy was 
sweating all over me. I was 
just like grossed out from it, 
but I knew I had to keep him 
happy because that’s what 
Jeffrey and Ghislaine would 
have expected from me.”

Andrews’ supporters claim 
a photograph of Andrew, 
Giuffre and Maxwell in 
Maxwell’s flat is a fake. 

US prosecutors say they  
have repeatedly asked for  
evidence from Andrew but 
he has not replied.

lAN ACTIVIST who thought Tory 
Jacob Rees-Mogg is a “hero” is 

being investigated by the Tories over 
racism. Katie Fanning allegedly made 
racist remarks on her Facebook page, 
where she called Black Lives Matter 
protesters “terrorists”. She said they 
came from “third world shitholes” and 
should be sent back “to go act like 
animals outside civilised society”.

Councils break law 
on homelessness
COUNCILS across England 
are systematically breaking 
the law by relocating 
hundreds of homeless 
people and failing to 
inform the authorities 
receiving them.  
    By law, local authorities 
that move homeless 
people to new boroughs 
are supposed to notify 
the council in charge. 

At least 60 councils 
failed to do this.

The investigation found 
that Bradford in West 
Yorkshire had received 
at least 290 households 
from 31 different boroughs 
in the past two years.

Many people had been 
moved from London, 
Kent and Essex.

Seven London 

authorities have spent over 
£80 million on homes in 
other London boroughs, 
Kent, Oxfordshire 
and Hertfordshire.

Since 2018, homeless 
people had been moved 
a total of 400,000 
miles away from 
their local areas. 

It’s the equivalent 
of moving 16 times 
around the world.

200,000 times sewage 
dumped in rivers 
WATER FIRMS across 
England dumped raw 
sewage into rivers for 
more than 1.5 million 
hours in 2019. The 
Guardian newspaper 
found that firms dumped 
the untreated human 
waste into rivers over 
200,000 times.

The rivers affected 
include the Thames, the 
Avon, the Severn and the 
Wharfe.

Discharge of 
untreated human 
waste is permitted 
only in “exceptional 
circumstances” according 
to a ruling from the 
European Court of 
Justice.

A source from the 
water industry said it had 

ignored warnings about 
spills from combined 
sewer overflows (CSOs) 
into waterways for years.

CSOs are storm 
pipes that allow rain, 
untreated sewage and 
runoff to discharge into 
waterways.

Some 6,508 inland 
CSOs released untreated 
sewage into rivers 
204,134 times in 2019.

No legs and 
chained to a 
hospital bed 
A VULNERABLE disabled 
man was handcuffed to 
a prison officer or his 
hospital bed constantly for 
12 days shortly before he 
died of organ failure.

Timothy Slater was 
taken to hospital three 
times in September and 
October last year. 

He had woken 
breathless, unable to move 
and without any feeling on 
one side of his body.

He had both legs 
amputated. Yet he was 
locked to a prison officer 
on the way there each 
time, and also restrained 
in his hospital bed.

A prison watchdog 
investigation said the 
decision to handcuff him 
while he was seriously ill 
was “not justified”.

Timothy was eventually 
transferred to an intensive 
care unit, where he died 
the next day. 

And because the 
prison, HMP Hewell, 
had technically released 
him from their charge, 
it wasn’t required to 
contribute to his funeral 
costs.

Cummings’ pad 
was illegal
FURTHER DETAILS of 
the planning breaches 
at Dominic Cummings’ 
lockdown cottage have 
emerged.

The Durham County 
Council inquiry shows the 
house on his family farm 
was in breach of planning 
laws. 

Durham County 
Council found several 
infringements but 
concluded enforcement 
action could not be taken 
because changes were 
made too long ago.

Planning inspectors also 
found the main property 
on the farm  
had been extended 
without planning 
permission.

Durham County Council 
has said the issue of 
whether the cottage is 
liable for council tax 
has been referred to the 
Valuation Agency Officer, 
part of HMRC, which will 
not comment on individual 
cases.

Fanning and Mogg

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Kicking down 
doors is probably 
one of our 
favourite things’
What Homerton branch of the 
Metropolitan Police tweeted 
last week celbrating raiding 
houses

‘Had enough 
female Prime 
Ministers’ 
Embattled Housing Secretary 
Robert Jenrick took time 
off from not taking bribes to 
bemoan women in poltics

‘We are now in 
the process of 
defeating the 
radical left, 
the Marxists, 
the anarchists, 
the agitators, 
the looters and 
people who in 
many instances 
have absolutely 
no clue what they 
are doing’
US president Donald Trump 
makes what was billed as his 
unity speech

‘12 o’clock, first 
customer in.  
Love it’
Nigel Farage on getting to a 
pub. He was then reported to 
the cops after it was pointed 
out that he should have been 
in quarantine after arriving 
back to Britain from listening 
to Donald Trump in the US
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GHISLAINE MAXWELL and Kevin Spacey in Buckingham Palace

l A MIGRANT woman facing 
decades of repayments to the 

NHS has lost a court case challenging 
the charging system. The Tory system 
charges migrants for receiving NHS 
services. The woman, who hasn’t been 
named, has been charged £10,636 
for maternity care. She is repaying 
it at £10 a month. Charity Maternity 
Action said it helped 400 poor and 
pregnant migrant women last year.

Homeless in London

Timothy Slater

Waste into a river



 Fears over figures in Asia
ASIA HAS had a sharp rise in 
cases of coronavirus.

South Asia as a whole has now 
suffered over one million cases 
and 25,000 known deaths. 

Known deaths from the virus 
in India have risen to 20,000 with 
700,000 confirmed cases. 

The number of official deaths 
there has doubled in the past 
three weeks.

The increase 
in deaths is in 
part the result 
of revised death 
figures submitted 
from Mumbai and 
New Delhi. 

The tally is 
expected to rise 

much further as other cities 
and provinces submit their own 
updates.

Cases of the virus and death 
tolls are rising in Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. 

Pakistan had over 230,000 
reported cases at the beginning of 
the week and over 4,700 deaths. 
Bangladesh had 166,000 cases 
and 2,100 deaths.

As in India, there 
are concerns that 
the figures are 
undercounted as 
coronavirus deaths 
are recorded as 
being due to other 
causes while cases 
skyrocket.

UNITED STATES
 Trump is  
 risking lives  
 for profit
THE UNITED States was 
approaching three million 
confirmed Covid-19 cases at 
the beginning of this week, 
with 130,000 deaths.

A million extra cases have 
been recorded in the last 
month.

In several states the 
virus is effectively out of 
control and some restrictive 
measures that had been lifted 
have been reintroduced.

Texas reported its second 
highest number of daily cases 
last weekend. Lockdown 
measures there began to be 
eased at the start of May.

Texas governor, 

Republican Gregg Abbott, 
said, “If I could go back and 
redo anything it probably 
would have been the opening 
of bars, now seeing in the 
aftermath how quickly the 
coronavirus spread in the bar 
setting.”

Cases of the virus have 
soared in childcare centres. 
According to the Texas 
Tribune, over 950 cases 
had been reported at 668 
different facilities throughout 
the state by the end of June.

Dr Nicholas Rister, a 
paediatric infectious diseases 
expert, said cases had 
skyrocketed since the state 
has dropped measures to 
curb the spread of the virus.

Yet president Donald 
Trump continues to dismiss 
the threat. Trump has 
claimed that “99 percent of 
cases are totally harmless”.

Healthcare workers are 
seeing a rise in younger 
people with the virus. 

In Arizona, there has 
been an increase in those 
contracting the virus between 
the ages of 20 and 44.

And in a number of states, 
the median age of those 
being treated for the virus is 
in the 30s.

Trump is callously 
allowing people to die 
to keep the stock market 
booming.

 Global Covid-19 cases rise  
 after states lift lockdowns 
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

MORE THAN 11 million people 
across the globe have now been 
infected by Covid-19. 

A second wave of the virus is feared 
imminent in a number of countries—
while in others it seems the first wave 
never really ended.

India has become the third most 
affected country in the world after 
cases rose sharply.

It imposed a lockdown at the end 
of March to try and slow the spread 
of the virus. But it then began to ease 
lockdown to try and restart profits. 

It is a similar picture in South 
Africa, where the easing of a  
lockdown has seen a spike in cases.

The total number of cases of the 
virus rose to 177,000 and a record 
9,063 cases were reported last 
Saturday. 

Brazil began July surpassing the 
grim milestone of 60,000 deaths 
caused by Covid-19 and recording 
1.5 million confirmed coronavirus 
cases.

Iran was one of the countries hard-
est hit by the virus in March, but as 
cases began to decline through-
out April lockdown measures were 
relaxed. Restaurants and cafes were 
allowed to reopen on 26 May. 

But last Sunday Iran recorded its 
highest number of deaths from the 
virus in a single day, 163. 

And new cases of the virus were 
rising by at least 1,000 a day last 
week in Iraq.

Lockdown
A second localised lockdown is 
underway in the Spanish state. 

The 70,000-strong population of 
La Marina has been banned from 
leaving the area after more than 100 
people tested positive for the virus. 

And the government of Catalonia 
has locked down the Segria region. 

The number of people with Covid-
19 to enter the University Hospital in 

Leida—Segria’s capital—had tripled 
in the ten days by Saturday.

In Australia, parts of Melbourne 
are locked down after a sharp rise in 
cases.

Victoria’s border with New South 
Wales closed on Tuesday after it 
recorded its biggest ever rise in 
cases—127—on Monday.

Victoria had recorded 632 new 
cases in a week. Right wing media 
have tried to stoke a racist backlash 
by blaming Muslims.

Serbia’s capital Belgrade declared 
a fresh state of emergency last week 
after a rise in cases. 

Cases across Serbia have risen 

since May, when the government 
lifted a national lockdown.

The dire figures from across the 
world are a warning that easing 
 lockdowns before it is safe will lead 
to more cases and more deaths. 

But there is some resistance. 
Over 2,000 Amazon workers 

launched a two-day strike at six facil-
ities in Germany last week over the 
company’s refusal to provide ade-
quate coronavirus protection. 

And thousands of delivery workers 
struck in more than ten Brazilian cap-
itals demanding safer working condi-
tions. More strikes took place in cities 
in Argentina and Mexico.

Being tested in Chennai, India

POLICE NEARBY a locked down housing block in Melbourne, Australia

Socialist Worker
For daily updates and the stories 
that matter socialistworker.co.uk

lDownload WhatsApp to your phone 
lSave 07377 632 826 as Socialist Worker WhatsApp 
lSend ‘start’ to the number

Donald Trump

A checkpoint near Leida, Catalonia 

3INTERNATIONAL Socialist Worker  8 July 2020



Coronavirus 
infections  
soaring in 
workplaces 
Workers are being forced to keep 
quiet about dangerous conditions, 
writes Charlie Kimber
WORKERS AT the Mini car plant 
in Cowley, Oxford, say condi-
tions there risk an outbreak of 
coronavirus.

Some nine workers at the plant 
recently tested positive within a 
week. Workers told the Oxford Mail 
newspaper that they aren’t being 
kept safe.

One said, “It’s all gone back to 
normal as if nothing’s happened. 
There’s no social distancing and 
everyone is on top of everyone, the 
aisles aren’t big enough.

“There needs to be a proper deep 
clean at the plant but they don’t 
care, people are getting shushed.”

An agency worker who con-
tracted the virus said the agency 
“told me not to tell anyone”. 

Workers say there isn’t enough 
time to clean tools and areas before 
shift changes, increasing the risk of 
infection spreading.

Suspected outbreaks of Covid-
19 in workplaces across England 
almost doubled in the last week of 
June. 

Public Health England (PHE) 
said last week that 43 acute respir-
atory outbreaks were reported in  
workplaces in the week ending  
28 June. 

That’s up from 22 in the previ-
ous week.

Low paid and manual workers 
face a much bigger danger from 

coronavirus than higher-paid exec-
utives and managers. 

This is according to analysis of 
Covid-19 fatalities from the Office 
for National Statistics.

Security guards, care workers, 
construction workers, plant oper-
atives, cleaners, taxi drivers, bus 
drivers, chefs and retail workers are 
all at a greater risk of dying.

Clusters started to increase two 
to three weeks after people began 
to go back to work. 

In the week ending 7 June there 
were 24 reported outbreaks, up 
from five in the previous week.

At the time of the outbreaks, 
PHE data did not make clear that 
these clusters were occurring in 
workplaces. 

At Rowan Foods, in Wrexham, 
Wales, which employs 1,500, the 
number of cases has risen from 70 
to 237. 

The 2 Sisters chicken factory in 
Llangefni, Wales, with a  workforce 
of 550, recently reported an increase 
from 175 to 216 cases.

Confirmed
At the Kober Ltd meat processing 
plant in Kirklees, West Yorkshire, 
confirmed cases among its 1,500 
workers increased from 150 to 165. 

A man who works there told the 
Yorkshire Live website, “It had been 
said that up to 150 employees tested 
positive but I think the figure will be 

a lot higher.
“It ’s a fairly 

close-knit plant 
and people often 
travel to work  
together so there’s 
plenty of opportu-
nities for the virus 
to be transmitted. 

And you are 
stood so close 
to one another 
w h i c h e v e r 
sh i f t  you  a re  
on.” The unions 
know all this but 
they are not cam-
paigning for walk-
outs. Instead they 
swallow the lie 

RISING CASES at factories and food processing plants are putting workers at risk

Reduced cancer care could kill tens 
of thousands during the pandemic
SOME 35,000 more people could 
die of cancer because of delays to 
diagnosis and treatment during 
the coronavirus crisis.

Previous estimates had 
predicted 18,000 “excess 
deaths”. 

Now scientists say the figure 
could be much higher.

The Covid-19 pandemic has 
put the NHS, already struggling 
after years of privatisation and 
cuts, under huge pressure. 

As the service prioritises 
dealing with the virus, people 
with other serious health issues 
are pushed aside.

Two million routine screening 
tests for breast, bowel and 
cervical cancer have not taken 
place during the pandemic. 

Even urgent referrals and 
treatments have been delayed or 
cancelled.

Lawyer Mary Smith said 
the impact has been “really 
harrowing” for patients. “I’ve 
had people who have had chemo 

cancelled, young patients who 
have died,” she said. “We’re 
going to see a tsunami of cases.

“One oncologist told me even 
if we operated at 125 percent 
capacity, it would take us  
more than a year to clear the 
backlog.”

Scientists looked at data 
from eight hospital trusts and 
shared the findings with the BBC 
Panorama programme. 

They modelled different 
outcomes depending on how 
long it will take for services  
to get back to normal  
levels.

In the worst case scenario, 
35,000 more people could die of 
cancer within a year.

The number of people visiting 
their GP and being referred for 
tests fell by 60 percent in April, 
according to NHS figures. 

GP Gary Marlowe said some 
people fear “coming near the 
NHS” because they are scared 
about contracting coronavirus.

By the end of May, rates for 
urgent cancer referrals were 45 
percent below pre-pandemic 
levels.

Clinical oncologist Pat 
Price told the Panorama 
programme that guidelines had 
advised people to delay and 
avoid radiotherapy in some 
circumstances. “It was a very 
high risk strategy,” she said.

“It has been safe to give 
radiotherapy during Covid-19, 
we know that now.”

More than 44,000 people have 
officially died from coronavirus 
in Britain. 

It’s a staggering figure. But 
it’s clear that the toll from the 
pandemic will go much wider 
than those who die from the 
disease.
Sadie Robinson
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ROUND UP 
Tory school plan risky for 
pupils and workers
EDUCATION secretary 
Gavin Williamson 
announced the Tory 
“plan” for getting 
children back into 
schools last week. 

This amounts 
to demanding that 
all children return 
in September with 
no plans for social 
distancing.

The “bubbles” of 
15 children that are 
currently operating 
in many schools will 
end. Instead entire 
years—hundreds 
of students—will 
be treated as one 
“bubble”. 

According to the 
Tories, even the most 
vulnerable should 
return. 

“The risks to all 
staff will be mitigated 
significantly, including 
those who are 
extremely clinically 
vulnerable and 
clinically vulnerable,” 
the guidance says. 

And parents who 
refuse to send their 
children back face 
fines.

The Tories want 
more children to walk 
to school to avoid 
spreading the virus 
on public transport. 
But secondary school 
children typically 
travel up to three 
miles to school—and 
further in rural areas. 
A third rely on public 
transport or a school 
bus to get to school.

The Tory “plan” is 
a recipe for sending 
virus cases soaring. 
Their solution for 
getting children back 

to school is to pretend 
that, suddenly, 
the risks have 
disappeared. 

And the Tories also 
plan to wreck the 
education working 
class children get 
when they return. 

So students in state 
schools might have 
some subjects, such 
as art and music, 
removed so they can 
focus on Maths and 
English. 

Yet those in private 
schools will keep 
all their subjects. 
So children at state 
schools could study for 
just five or six GCSEs 
while those in posher 
schools get nine or ten.

Workers, parents 
and trade unionists 
must keep insisting 
that children are not 
sent back until it is 
safe. And we need to 
fight to stop education 
for ordinary people 
being trashed.

Forced to bubble

‘Unnecessarily cruel’ Tory 
benefit sanctions restart ’
DISABILITY 
campaigners are 
fighting against the 
return of sanctions 
for benefit claimants. 

Sanctions 
were temporarily 
paused during the 
coronavirus crisis—
but this measure 
ended on 30 June. 

And as job centres 
reopen, vulnerable 
claimants could 
begin to be called 
to face to face 
appointments.

Disabled People 
Against Cuts (Dpac) 
activist Ellen Clifford 
told Socialist Worker, 
“Claimants are really 
concerned. The 
pandemic isn’t over 

and lots of disabled 
people still need to 
shield.

“Some people 
have already been 
invited to telephone 
appointments 
to show they 
are meeting 
their ‘claimant 
commitment’ to 
look for work. But 
the jobs aren’t 
available for people 
to look for. It seems 
unnecessarily cruel.” 
Universal Credit 
Alliance, Dpac and 
others staged an 
online rally last 
week in protest at 
the changes.

Dpac said 
removing 

people’s benefits 
by sanctioning 
them will have 
“devastating 
effects” during the 
pandemic. It added 
that disabled people 
who claim Job 
Seekers Allowance 
are up to 53 percent 
more likely to be 
sanctioned than non-
disabled claimants.

Most stay away from pubs
THE EASING of 
the lockdown last 
Saturday did not 
lead to chaos on 
the streets as some 
pundits had predicted. 

Tory ministers 
explicitly encouraged 
people to visit their 
local pubs in the 
name of supporting 

businesses and jobs.
Yet two thirds of 

people say they are 
uncomfortable with 
the idea of going to 
pubs, according to an 
Ipsos-Mori poll last 
week.

And two thirds 
are also uneasy at 
the idea of taking a 

holiday abroad. The 
Tories want to ease 
the lockdown to get 
profits flowing again—
regardless of the risks 
to ordinary people. 

But for all their 
propaganda, many 
people still don’t think 
it is safe to ease the 
lockdown.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.ukMany workers don’t have safety kit 

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

VIRUS, SLUMP AND RACISM 
SHOW UP SYSTEM FAILURE

T
HE GLOBAL scale of 
coronavirus deaths is 
horrifying. Some 533,958 
people were known to 
have died by Monday of 

this week, and the real figure will 
be higher.

At the same time, billions of 
people are being made poorer 
because of the impact of 
lockdowns. 

In Britain, firms slashed over 
12,000 jobs in two days last week. 

Black people have been hit 
harder both by the virus and by 
poverty—and face racist violence 
from the cops.

These things are not 
unfortunate developments. They 
reflect the fact that the system 
fails the vast majority of people.

The death rate from 
coronavirus did not need to be so 
high. 

But governments across the 
world refused to take action early 
enough to contain it, fearing the 
impact on profits. 

Even when they imposed 
lockdowns, many people still had 
to go out to work.

And states are ending lockdown 
measures to get “the economy” 
moving—risking more lives. States 
are not neutral. They back up the 

business interests they are there 
to serve. So, healthcare systems 
have been privatised because that’s 
better for bosses’ profits. 

Governments have imposed 
cuts because ordinary people 
aren’t the priority.

So when the virus hit, 
healthcare systems couldn’t cope.

People have died not simply 
because of a deadly virus but 
because we live in a deadly system. 

The virus has sharply exposed 
how capitalism puts profit before 
people. So has the economic fallout. 

In Britain, the Tories were 
pushed to guarantee some of the 
wages of workers who would 
otherwise have been laid off. Now 
they want to push people back to 
work. 

But as firms announce cuts, 

many won’t have any work to go 
back to.

This isn’t inevitable. The virus 
crisis has shown up the things that 
people actually need. More health 
workers and more care workers 
to visit vulnerable people at home.

More social workers and youth 
workers to support children out 
of school. More delivery workers 
to get food to people.

Providing these things would 
create jobs. But it’s more 
profitable to overwork existing 
workers instead of paying to take 
on more.

The overwhelming majority of 
people do not benefit from the 
system. And we vastly outnumber 
the handful of super‑rich who do. 

So our rulers use racism to try 
and divide us.

Many who joined Black Lives 
Matter protests felt their lives 
were more at risk from police 
violence than coronavirus.

All of these things, plus the 
growing climate crisis, show 
that the system is failing. The 
Polish‑German revolutionary Rosa 
Luxemburg warned that capitalism 
gives us a choice between 
“socialism or barbarism”.

We need to choose—and fight 
for—socialism.

TORIES’ CARE HOME LIES
 TORY PRIME minister Boris 

Johnson has begun the 
process of passing the blame 

for the coronavirus crisis. 
This week he outrageously 

claimed, “Too many care homes 
didn’t really follow the procedures 
in the way that they could have.” 

It’s both a very clear attempt 
to divert attention from his own 
government’s failings—and an 
outright lie. 

Controlling Covid‑19 within 
care homes has been a tragedy 
and a farce. Officially nearly 20,000 

care home residents have died 
from Covid‑19. Despite promising 
to “throw a protective ring” 
around care homes, the Tories left 
some of the most vulnerable in 
society to die. 

For many still alive, they are 
imprisoned inside their rooms for 
most of the day and are still unable 
to see family and friends. 

Decades of privatisation and 
cuts to health and social care left 
homes particularly vulnerable 
to the pandemic.  Without 
government intervention, care 

home managers couldn’t get hold 
of protective kit. And they were 
forced to rely on agency workers 
who transmitted the disease 
between facilities.  

A lack of testing meant care 
homes were forced to accept 
discharges from hospitals without 
knowing if the patient had 
coronavirus.

The horrific levels of deaths and 
widespread suffering experienced 
by care home residents are a 
direct result of Tories’ contempt 
for those they see as disposable.

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

The death rate 
from coronavirus 
did not need  
to be so high

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 
SARAH BATES

New Tory handouts 
will only help bosses
TORY CHANCELLOR Rishi Sunak was set to deliver 
his summer statement on Wednesday this week. It was 
expected to include a raft of measures in an attempt to 
prop up the British economy. 

It was widely reported that he would announce a cut in the 
20 percent VAT tax rate to encourage spending. In 2008, the 
Labour-run treasury slashed the VAT rate from 17.5 percent 
to 15 percent, driving up retail sales by about 1 percent.

Cutting VAT helps poorer people less than the better-off. 
People on low incomes spend more of their money on basic 
goods that are exempt from VAT.

And Sunak is under pressure to put into action Boris 
Johnson’s “opportunity guarantee” for young people. 

The prime minister boasted last week that the Tories 
would set up a scheme offering every young person the 
chance of an apprenticeship or an in-work placement. 

This is likely to act as another cheap labour scheme.
Bosses are lobbying Sunak to slash national insurance 

contributions—either by raising the threshold or exempting 
some groups of workers. Employers are also fighting for 
cuts to business rates—which are calculated on the value of 
company buildings—and are arguing for payment holidays. 

The rates, which net the treasury around £30 billion a 
year, are due for a “fundamental review” in the autumn, but 
bosses are asking to bring the changes in early. 

Despite talk of the market being king, big business has 
demanded unprecedented levels of government intervention, 
particularly in industries heavily hit by the pandemic.

For some sectors, there’s no end to the lockdown 
measures that has seen profits tumble.

On Sunday, the government announced a £1.57 billion 
bailout package for the arts and heritage businesses. 

Yet the money is too little too late. Theatres are already 
sacking workers and closing for good following almost four 
months without audiences.

Benefits
The scale of the crisis is forcing the Tories to cough up cash. 
Although they appear impressive, these billions don’t begin 
to address the long-term impacts of the pandemic. 

Tens of thousands of workers have lost their jobs in 
recent weeks and around 2.8 million people are applying for 
unemployment benefits—double than at the beginning of 
the pandemic. 

Sunak gave £7 billion to the welfare system as hundreds 
of thousands of people signed on for Universal Credit in an 
attempt to address the increased demand.

But the Universal Credit system should be stopped and 
replaced with one that doesn’t plunge people into poverty.

Government inaction, limited measures to prioritise the 
needs of the bosses, and a backdrop of a decade of austerity 
all paint a miserable picture for working class people. 

Jonathan Reynolds, the shadow work and pensions 
secretary has blasted the government response. 

“Nothing we’ve seen so far suggests that their response 
matches the gravity of the situation,” he said.”

Some 9.2 million workers are now relying on the 
government’s furlough scheme, which is set to end in 
October. Recent analysis from the Institute for Employment 
Studies says that rates of unemployment could rise to 
4 or 5 million without intervention.

Yet instead of seriously intervening in this crisis, the 
government is rolling back the furlough scheme which is 
keeping many working class people afloat. 

The cuts are already being felt across the retail and 
hospitality sectors. Some 5,000 workers were axed from 
Upper Crust and Ritazza cafes,

Pret A Manger bosses have warned of 1,000 jobs cuts 
despite refusing to pay its rent for the next quarter and 
receiving £90 million in emergency funding from banks. 

Even though the bosses are receiving handouts from 
governments and banks, it is workers who pay for the crisis.

Workers’ jobs are cut, wages slashed and conditions 
attacked so bosses can continue to sit on vast reserves of 
capital. In 2008 the global financial crisis kickstarted a 
decade of brutal Tory austerity that has seen the rich get 
richer while everybody else gets poorer. 

We can’t pay for their crisis again—now is the time to fight.

‘Diversity’ firm used virus to 
sack staff before lockdown
BY SADIE ROBINSON

AS THE reality of mass 
job cuts hits ever more 
people,  a consultancy 
that trains companies and 
institutions about  equality, 
diversity and inclusion is 
treating some of its staff 
like dirt.

The firm told  workers on 
its furlough scheme that they 
were treating it like “a  pipeline 
for money”. Furloughed 
worker Charlotte said that 
the scheme has in fact been a 
“lifeline” for workers.

Charlotte was sacked 
from the firm with no notice 
before the Tories announced 
the lockdown in March. She 
and other sacked workers 
faced a battle to get the com-
pany to join the government’s 
 furlough scheme.

Now the firm has said 
it won’t continue with the 
scheme.

“We will not be going 
 further than the end of 
the June [sic] with your 
 employment and furlough 
payments,” an email to 
 workers read. “I realise there 
is an advantage to you in 
us continuing for another 
month, however it feels like 
you are treating this like we 
are just a pipeline for money.”

‘Paranoid’
Charlotte said she was 
“shocked” at how bosses had 
behaved. “The consultancy 
advises other institutions 
on dignity at work, equality 
and diversity and respect for 
staff,” she explained.

Earlier this year workers 
began asking what would 
happen to their jobs, they 
were told they were being 
“paranoid”.

“A manager took three 
of us into a meeting,” said 
Charlotte. “She said we had 

lost work with the Houses of 
Parliament and that was our 
biggest contract, so they were 
going to let us go.

“This was before lockdown 
was even announced.” 

The government then 
announced its Job Retention 
Scheme, where workers could 
be “furloughed” with the state 
paying most of their wages. 

The company agreed to 
furlough the three as long 
as the scheme stayed the 
same. But since then, the 
 government said that bosses 
would be required to pay 
some of the money. 

Now Charlotte and other 
sacked staff face a struggle 
to find work.

“I’ve been applying for 
jobs, but the job market is 
really bad,” said Charlotte. 
“One notification I got said 
that 1,374 people had applied 
for the same job I’d applied 
for. And many of my friends 
are in similar situations. It’s 
very scary for all of us.”

And Charlotte said, the 
government could do much 
more about this. “We don’t 
feel we’ve got the support 
from the government,” she 
said. “The furlough scheme 
could have carried on for a 
bit longer—that would have 
helped.

“At least people would 
have a job at the end of 
it. Universal Credit is not 

enough for people to survive 
on, they need to raise that. 
And give grants to small busi-
nesses—not loans—so they 
can keep going.”

But like many, she isn’t 
optimistic about the chances 
that the Tories will look after 
ordinary people.

“I read that Boris Johnson 
said we should be clapping 
for the bankers because they’ll 
help get us out of this eco-
nomic mess,” she said. “That 
doesn’t help. The government 
has got a lot to answer for.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

MANY FIRMS are considering major changes after the pandemic

Ryanair–‘we’ll cut your pay or jobs’
BULLYING BOSSES 
are demanding that 
workers take huge pay 
cuts to “save jobs”.

The pressure 
must be rejected.

Ryanair pilots last 
week agreed to take a 
20 percent pay cut. The 
pilots’ union Balpa said 
that “in the circumstances 
this is the right thing to do 
even if it means accepting 
difficult temporary 
reductions in pay.”

Ryanair’s chief 
executive, Michael 
O’Leary, made public 
an ultimatum that 

a total of 3,000 job 
losses would go through 
unless staff took cuts.

He added that if 
everyone accepted less 
pay it might be possible 
to “avoid most but 
not all job losses.”

The deal still leaves 70 
pilot jobs under threat.

Such bosses’ blackmail 
at other firms in the past 
has seen pay cuts rammed 
through but promises 
of job guarantees 
swiftly dropped.

Unions should 
encourage their members 
to fight, not surrender.Ryanair–their profit, your loss

FIGURE IT OUT

900
The total number 
of workers Ryanair 
threatened to sack 
over ‘Brexit concerns’ 
last year when profits 
fell by 21  percent

500,000
The total amount of 
euros that Ryanair 
boss Michael O’Leary 
graciously accepted 
as limit on his 
bonus
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 Cops’ stop  
 and search  
 is reality of  
 their racism
Accounts from those unfairly 
targeted by police reveal widespread 
racism, says Tomáš Tengely-Evans

B E H I N D  T H E  s o o t h i n g 
statements about taking black 
lives seriously, institutional 
racism is as strong as ever.

Evidence has emerged of how 
police stopped and searched Ryan 
Colaco aggressively, handcuffed 
him and smashed his car window. 
He was driving home after giving 
a television interview—about an 
aggressive police stop and search.

In the original incident in north 
London on 23 May, Colaco said he 
was stopped after being “aggres-
sively tailgated” by the Metropolitan 
police. Cops then ran to his car and 
banged on his window. They later 
said they had been able to smell 
cannabis from his car.

Colaco was forced into handcuffs. 
Police searched him, while others 
combed through his car and found 
nothing.

“I’ve never in my life ever han-
dled or taken any drug,” Colaco 
said. “I felt like they were just trying 
to incriminate me. After the way I’ve 
been treated over the years, I don’t 
trust them. They stop you and then 
find a reason to justify their stop.”

Colaco said he had been searched 
about 20 times, but did not have a 
criminal record. 

Questioned
As he questioned why City of 
London police officers wanted to 
search him, after they had alleged 
he was “dashing stuff up in his 
waistband”, footage shows his car 
window being smashed in.

“There were two officers at first—
within minutes I was surrounded,” 
Colaco said. “It was a very intimi-
dating situation. Clearly nothing 
was in my waistband. 

“My safety was not taken into 
consideration when they broke that 
window. I told him I would come 
out, but just didn’t want to be put 
in handcuffs.”

Officers dragged him from his car 
and forced him to the ground. 

They hit his head against the 
ground before he was thrown face-
first against a wall, Colaco said, 
causing him severe headaches. 

He was handcuffed and strip-
searched before spending hours in 
a cell before being released about  
12 hours later, with nothing having 
been found.

In another example of how the 
cops operate, two black athletes 
trained by former Olympic cham-
pion Linford Christie are consider-
ing legal action. 

Police had stopped and hand-
cuffed them while they were with 
their three month old son.

Video of the incident in west 
London last Saturday was posted 
by Christie on Twitter. 

Distressed
It showed officers telling the occu-
pants of the vehicle, Ricardo dos 
Santos and Bianca Williams, that 
they were going to be searched. The 
obviously distressed Williams said 
repeatedly, “My son is in the car.”

Williams told The Times newspa-
per, “It’s always the same thing with 
Ricardo. They think he’s driving a 
stolen vehicle, or he’s been smoking 
cannabis. It’s racial profiling. 

“The way they spoke to Ricardo, 
like he was scum, dirt on their shoe, 
was shocking.”

“Racist police aren’t just in 
America” tweeted Christie. 

He added, “This type of abuse of 
power and institutionalised racism 
cannot be justified or normalised 
any longer.”

BLACK LIVES Matter protesters in Hackney, east London Picture: SocialiSt Worker

 Protests continue to say that Black  
 Lives Matter and to defend refugees
ANTI-RACIST PROTESTS continue 
across Britain. They are not on 
the same scale as a month ago, 
but they show a continuing 
determination to keep up the fight 
for change.

Over 400 people turned out 
in Castle Park in Colchester in 
Essex on a Black Lives Matter 
demonstration last weekend. 

Hundreds gathered in the park 
and were joined by many more as 
it marched off, stopping for a mass 
chant outside the town hall. 

Around 200 people protested 
against police use of tasers and stop 
and search on Ducketts Common in 
Turnpike Lane north London.

Activists took the knee and held 
a silence for George Floyd, and 
Nicole Smallman and Bibaa Henry. 
Cops had taken selfies with the 
bodies of sisters Nicole and Bibaa, 
who were stabbed to death in 
Wembley in west London. 

Andrew Boateng spoke of his 
own experience at the hands of the 
police. 

He told the protest how a plain 
clothes police offer “drew the taster 
out and threatened to discharge it 
against my son” when they were on 
a charity cycle ride. “It all happened 
in a split second,” he said. “All the 

time I was shouting, ‘Stop, that’s my 
son, he’s only 13.’ 

“Then another officer came from 
the side of me, he drew his taser 
out, he threatened to discharge the 
taser on me as well. 

“He put the handcuffs on me, I 
was on the floor and I didn’t know 
what was going on with my son.”

Andrew called for an end to stop 
and search.

Justice
Meanwhile, around 130 people 
rallied to demand justice for the 
Windrush generation in Battersea 
Park in south London. 

Around 500 Birmingham City 
football fans, black and white,  
marched for Black Lives Matter.

Earlier in the week anti-racists 
“took the knee” across Britain on 
Wednesday.

It was the sixth national day of 
action, organised by Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR). 

Around 250 people joined 
the protest at the Home Office 
visa and immigration centre in 
Glasgow. Mark Brown reported, 
“Speakers called for an end to 
hotel detention, and demanded 
decent accommodation and proper 
vulnerability and mental health 

checks for asylum seekers.
“There were many refugees and 

asylum seekers in the crowd. 
“They were joined by asylum 

rights and anti-racist activists from 
across the city, including many 
young activists who have been 
involved in the Black Lives Matter 
movement.

“Banners on display included 
the teachers’ EIS union, the 
transport workers’ RMT, the 
Glasgow Campaign to Welcome 
Refugees and the Glasgow Afghan 
community.

“The protest demanded that 
Glasgow’s asylum seekers are moved 
to homes and have their allowance 
of £5.39 per day restored.”

On Saturday 40 people gathered 
at the Scottish parliament in 
Edinburgh to say Black Lives 
Matter, refugees are welcome, 
and to demand an end to hotel 
detentions.

There continue to be protests 
outside the big cities. Peter 
Wearden reported, “Over 60 young 
people and anti-racists gathered in 
Christchurch. 

“There were excellent speeches 
from a range of young people and 
SUTR contributed. We all took the 
knee then marched.”

BACK STORY
Footage of two stop and 
searches has thrown the 
spotlight onto racist policing
lRyan Colaco was stopped 
aggressively by police—on his 
way home from a news interview 
about racist policing 
lAnd athletes Ricardo dos 
Santos and Bianca Williams were 
stopped while with their son
lThe footage caused anger after 
Black Lives Matter protests
lActivists are demanding an end 
to police stop and search
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PEOPLE IN Hong Kong march against the Chinese state’s power grab Picture: Studio incendo

Mass demos in Hong Kong 
defy draconian new law
by SADIE ROBINSON

FURIOUS PROTESTS took place 
in Hong Kong on Wednesday of 
last week—the day after a new 
security law came into effect. 

The draconian law hands the 
Chinese state sweeping new 
powers to clamp down on political 
opposition.

Thousands of demonstrators took 
to the streets in the Causeway Bay 
shopping district. They defied the 
new law and a police ban on  protests 
by  chanting  pro‑independence 
 slogans and waving independence 
flags.

One Hong Kong councillor Fergus 
Leung, said, “The  government 
is attempting to control people’s 
minds. 

“Hong Kongers will not back 
down.”

Riot police attacked with water 
cannon, pepper spray, tear gas 
and rubber bullets. They imme‑
diately used the new law against 
protesters.

Under the law, people found 
guilty of four new offences— 
secession, subversion,  terrorism 
and collusion with foreign powers—
could be jailed for life.

Anyone deemed to be damaging 
public transport or public services 
“to pursue a political agenda” can 
be treated as a terrorist.

This could include blockades 
of transport and other services 
by  pro‑democracy protesters and 
workers’ strikes.

Terrorism also covers “other 
 dangerous activities which seri‑
ously jeopardise public health, 
safety or security”. 

And anyone backing such acts 
will be hit by the law too.

China will have its own law 
enforcement organisation in Hong 

Kong—the Office for Safeguarding 
National Security. A new  committee 
will be set up, and its activities kept 
secret. Its decisions “shall not be 
amenable to judicial review”.

National security cases that 
involve state secrets can be tried 
without a jury. And China can 
take over prosecution of cases— 
applying Chinese laws and  possibly 
hearing cases in China.

A new national security unit in 
the Hong Kong Police Force will 
have the power to search homes, 
intercept information and carry 

out undercover surveillance. It can 
recruit from China.

The law instructs Hong Kong to 
“promote national security educa‑
tion in schools and universities”. 
And it overrides any local laws that 
conflict with it.

Many Western leaders, including 
those in Britain and the US, have 
posed as defenders of freedom and 
claim to be on the side of ordinary 
people in Hong Kong.

They hope to pile pressure on 
China for their own ends. But 
they too will not flinch from using 

repression when it suits them and 
are no allies of ordinary people in 
Hong Kong or anywhere else.

Last Wednesday marked the 
23rd anniversary of the handover of 
Hong Kong from British to Chinese 
rule. Under Britain, Hong Kong was 
not a democracy. Most protest was 
illegal and ordinary people lived in 
poverty.

Looking to Western rulers to 
 protect ordinary people in Hong 
Kong is a dead end. The actions 
of ordinary people will be key to 
resisting the clampdown.

Israel stalls 
annexation  
ISRAEL STALLED plans to 
annexe huge chunks of the 
Palestinian West Bank last week.

Prime minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu wants to push ahead 
with plans to annexe at least a 
third of the West Bank, which 
Israel occupies militarily.

Palestinians would be 
left with tiny scraps of land, 
surrounded and effectively 
controlled by a heavily 
militarised Israeli state.

The plans were delayed 
amid pressure from Western 
governments. 

Israel has been a cornerstone 
of the West’s domination of 
the Middle East and many 
pro‑Western states worry that 
annexing the West Bank will 
undermine that.

Netanyahu’s main coalition 
partner—and biggest political 
rival—Benny Gantz said at the 
beginning of last week that 
annexation could be delayed. 

He wants to prove to Western 
leaders that he’s more reliable 
than Netanyahu, and has 
hinted he’s against “unilateral” 
annexation.

He thinks he could engineer 
a scaled‑back version the West 
could sell as “fair” while still 
allowing Israel to take more 
Palestinian land.

Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
activists protested against 
annexation in towns and cities 
across Britain on Saturday.

US protesters 
killed on  
motorway
THOUSANDS OF people joined 
protests across the United States  
on the 4 July Independence Day 
public holiday last Saturday. 

US flags were burnt 
outside the White House in 
Washington DC while protesters 
chanted “America was never 
great.”

In Baltimore, a statue of 
European colonist Christopher 
Columbus was dumped in the 
harbour. 

One person died and another 
was in a critical condition after 
a car drove into protesters on a 
motorway in Seattle. 

Summer Taylor, who died, 
and Diaz Love were both hit 
by the driver, whose motives 
remain unclear. 

Protesters have blocked the 
road for 19 days in a row. 

Taylor had been involved 
for almost continuously at the 
protests during the past six 
weeks when she was not at work. 

Meanwhile, strikes continue 
amid the coronavirus crisis. 

Over 700 nurses at the 
St Joseph Medical Centre in 
Joliet, Illinois, walked out last 
weekend over contracts despite 
management threats. 

SUDAN

Protests to ‘correct path of the revolution’
HUNDREDS OF thousands of 
protesters—perhaps one million 
in all—poured on to the streets 
of Sudan last week. 

It was a sign that the uprising 
that began 18 months ago is not 
yet played out.

The mass marches, held 
despite a coronavirus lockdown, 
were billed as an attempt 
to “correct the path of the 
revolution”. 

Demonstrators gathered in 
the capital Khartoum and its 
twin cities Khartoum North 
and Omdurman after the 
government closed roads and 
bridges leading to the centre of 
the capital.

Police used tear gas to 
disperse marchers on a road 

leading to the airport in 
Khartoum.

Similar protests also took 
place in Kassala in eastern 
Sudan, in the Darfur region and 
in dozens of cities across the 
country.

Some protesters blocked 
streets with burning tyres.

“The revolution is at risk,” 
said Hussam Ali, a member 
of a Khartoum resistance 
committee—one of the 
neighbourhood groups that were 
at the forefront of protests last 
year. 

He told The New Humanitarian 
website, “We feel that the 
military has arranged its cards 
and still has greed for power.”

In 2018-19 courageous mass 

protests, general strikes and 
weeks of sit-ins across several 
cities forced the military to 
remove dictator Omar al-Bashir 
and won other concessions. 

But the revolt did not 
completely transform the 
political order or bring 
fundamental change in people’s 
living conditions.

A rotten agreement in August 
2019 saw “power-sharing” 
between the military and 
pro-democracy movement.

The new protests were called 
by the Sudanese Professionals 
Association union and the 
resistance committees.

Their demands include swift, 
public trials for al-Bashir and top 
officials in his government.

Up to one million poured onto the 
streets of Sudan
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Getting tested 
was a trial
I RECENTLY needed to 
get tested for Covid-19. 
The nearest government 
test place was in another 
London borough, and the 
set-up consists of two 
small gazebos.

There were no medical 
staff present and the 
only people working 
there were three soldiers. 

No masks, gloves 
or hand sanitiser were 
available or handed out. 

You have to put the 
test bud 2.5 centimetres 
up your nose. The soldier 
didn’t know that, even 
though he had to do it on 
himself.

He told me one man 
had to come back five 
times because the tests 
were inconclusive. I’m 
not surprised. 

Truus Jansen
East London

Pfeffel waffles 
piffle weekly
THE PRIME minister’s 
full name is Alexander 
Boris de Pfeffel Johnson. 

What happens when 
you put a Pfeffel in 
charge? You get piffle. 

The evidence comes 
every week.

Nigel Coward
West London

Amnesty is 
needed now
AFTER THE recent 
tragic events in Glasgow 
(Socialist Worker, 1 July) 
we need to say clearly 
that asylum seekers 
are humans. This group 
carries far more trauma 
than most people. 

Glasgow MPs and the 
community have been 
calling for a return to the 
usual accommodation 
arrangements for them. 

The Home Office has 
been refusing to allow 
this to happen for weeks.

Before lockdown the 
British immigration 
system was slow, 
inefficient, chaotic and 
unfair. Its time for an 
amnesty—give “Leave 
to Remain” to all who 
are seeking asylum now. 
Take this opportunity for 
an improved system for 
access to refugee status.

Sheila Arthur
Glasgow

Conservatives 
are crooks
TYPICAL THAT the 
Tories protect Robert 
Jenrick. Conservative is 
a synonym for corrupt in 
every country.

Phillip James Schaps
On Facebook

We’ve become fed up with 
the right in the Labour Party
THIS IS my resignation email to 
the Labour Party.

“I’m sickened by the decision to 
sack Rebecca Long-Bailey from the 
shadow cabinet. 

“I come from a Jewish 
background and occasionally 
experienced antisemitism at 
school. I’ve never experienced or 
witnessed anything antisemitic 
whilst in the Labour Party. 

“It is my view that there has 
been a campaign to break and 
demoralise the left in the Labour 
Party. It has been going on since 
Corbyn was elected leader in 2015 
and is continuing under Keir 
Starmer. 

“This campaign along with the 
efforts of some full-time staff to 
undermine Corbyn and the 
membership resulted in the 
continuation of the Tory 
government. 

“Keir Starmer was very quick to 
sack Long-Bailey on the false 
grounds of antisemitism. Yet he 
won’t even call for the sacking of 
Dominic Cummings or Robert 
Jenrick. 

I’m not going to waste my time 
working for a Labour leadership 
that is Tory-lite in its politics. 
Couldn’t remain in the party any 
longer—should have resigned back 
in December!!”

Nicholas Rose
Taunton

lI JOINED the Labour Party 
shortly after Jeremy Corbyn got 
elected as leader for the first time. 

I am somebody who believes in 
radical progressive reforms.

Especially in an area like 
Stoke-on-Trent which had seen 
massive inequality, the loss of 
industries, underfunding and an 
urban population with one third 
living on benefits. 

Nevertheless I did not get 
involved in the local party until we 
saw Tristram Hunt resign as MP. 

I found the fact that this man 
had been parachuted in to the 
local area above objections from 
virtually everybody very 
uncomfortable. 

Yet the local Constituency 
Labour Party (CLP) pushed 
through Gareth Snell as a 
replacement—who worked directly 
for Hunt and was in lockstep with 
every one of his policies. 

Whenever anyone criticised his 
neoliberal agenda he would reply 
that he used to work in the unions 
and that made him a union man. 

The implication was that 
therefore he was socialist. But 
immediately he began to pivot to 

the right of the party.
Entering into the 2019 general 

election I was the communications 
officer for the Labour Party at the 
local student union. 

Therefore we attempted to 
cooperate with the local CLP. 

We pointed out that 15,000 
students live near the candidate’s 
ward. 

But we never received any of the 
leaflets, help or basic information 
that we requested. Within a week 
we knew we had been abandoned 
by the local Labour Party group.

One week before the election 
the university held hustings for all 
the major candidates.  

Snell came across as arrogant 
and said the best post-war prime 
minister was Tony Blair followed 
closely by Margaret Thatcher.

At the election he lost by less 
than 700 and blamed it all on the 
party leadership.

Daniel Dann
Stoke-on-Trent

Solidarity 
with Roma
TWO WEEKS ago the Roma 
Holocaust memorial in 
Queens Park, Glasgow, was 
vandalised.

A rose tree which had 
been planted by local Roma 
youth was snapped and 
destroyed. 

This is the second time 
the memorial has been 
desecrated in recent 
months. 

Many of the Roma 
community are low paid 
key workers and as such 
face a disproportionately 
greater risk of contracting 
the coronavirus.

Roma families are often 
housed in substandard and 
cramped accommodation 
which adds an additional 
layer of vulnerability.

Scotland has some of the 
worst Covid-19 death rates 
in Europe. 

The right wing media 
have scapegoated migrants. 

Last month an article in 
the Scottish Sun used an 
image of a Roma family 
funeral to insinuate that the 
community were breaking  
the Covid-19 lockdown 
restrictions. 

This stirred up racial 
tension and there have 
been reports that up to  
50 percent of the 
community have left amid 
fears of racist attacks. 

As socialists, we must 
stand with the Roma 
community who have made 
Glasgow their home.

Kirsty Turkington
Glasgow

Stirring in 
Stirling
A MASS of people have 
twice gathered in a park 
below Stirling castle in 
the past month, united 
under the banner of Black 
Lives Matter.

Hundreds have 
gathered and listened to 
the powerful and 
inspiring speakers, who 
told of their experiences 
of racism. 

This must be a turning 
point for the movement 
against racism. 

Stirling has been just 
one of many locations 
across Scotland to stand 
against racism. 

The fight is far from 
over. 

But the courage of 
anti-racists has been a 
thunderous call to action 
for the people.

Brian Claffey
Stirling

Just a 
thought...

Right wing former MP Gareth Snell (left) 
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 LEICESTER
 A CITY AT RISK 
 –BEING FAILED
 BY THE TORIES

DID MORE 
TESTING 
CAUSE THE 
SPIKE?

Professor Paul  Hunter 
from the University 
of East Anglia said 
it is “possible” that 
the spike reflects 
increased testing.

But he said it is “in 
my view unlikely”.

“The most likely 
explanation is that the 
infection was spreading 
in people aged 20 to 
50 and this generated 
greater demand for 
testing,” he said.

“However there is 
some evidence that 
the infection may now 
be spreading into 
older and younger age 
groups. 

“As yet there is no 
apparent impact on 
hospitalisations or 
deaths.

“Though it is too 

The Midlands city of Leicester is the first in England 
to have a local lockdown in response to an upsurge in 
coronavirus cases. But while mainstream commentators 
have encouraged racist explanations, Yuri Prasad says 
it’s the Tories who have put people at risk

A
LARM BELLS should have 
started to ring in Leicester 
when the number of peo-
ple who tested positive for 
Covid-19 started growing 
quickly in early June. But 

they didn’t—because the government 
kept the numbers secret.

After the first week of June, the 
number of new cases jumped suddenly 
from fewer than ten per day to between 
50 and 70. And the number stayed at 
this higher level.

There were no days in May where 60 
or more cases were confirmed. Yet in 
June there were 12 such days.

Why wasn’t Leicester warned?
The government split coronavirus 

testing into two groups. Pillar 1 com-
prises all tests conducted in hospitals. 
Pillar 2 covers tests processed at com-
mercial laboratories, including at-home 
tests and drive-through tests.

Officials in Leicester, and all other 
English cities, were routinely given all 
the Pillar 1 data, but the Pillar 2 data 
was kept secret.

Looking at the Pillar 1 results 
alone, the number of cases in the city 
appeared stable, and easily in-line with 
expectations.

But the Pillar 2 results told a 
 completely different story. The virus was 
growing fast and there was a danger of a 
major new outbreak. Authorities needed 
to act fast by shutting schools and reim-
posing the lockdown.

Yet the government did not give 
Leicester the Pillar 2 data until late on 
Thursday 25 June. That means that 11 
potentially crucial days were wasted.

And because information on other 
cities was also kept secret, officials 

couldn’t compare the situation in 
Leicester with that elsewhere.

Handing over key services to the 
 private sector (see box) has added to the 
chaos. But instead of blaming the Tories 
and privatisation for the crisis, some are 
looking to racist explanations.

Imen has lived in Leicester for six 
years. “Recently people started blam-
ing the spike in cases on mosques reo-
pening in the city,” she said. “I can see 
Islamophobia in Leicester being used to 
divert anger onto the wrong people.”

Leicester is famed as the most 
 multicultural city in Britain. More people 
from ethnic minority  backgrounds 
live there than people who describe 
 themselves as “white British”. So it was 
horribly predictable that the spike in 
cases would lead to a racist response.

Some have blamed Eid celebrations 
for the spike. The Daily Mail newspaper 
posted a picture of a local cricket match, 
watched a by a small Asian crowd, and 
asked whether such gatherings spread 

infection. Social media has been 
engulfed by far right stooges suggesting 
that immigrants “brought the problem 
on themselves” by failing to social dis-
tance. Often this sees poor people being 
blamed for their own poverty.

“People are looking to blame 
 everyone, including eastern Europeans,” 
said Imen. “There is a lot of talk about 
there being houses where 30 people live, 
meaning the virus was able to travel 
easily. But we have to ask why people 
are in these conditions?

“Immigrants and black and minority 
ethnic people are the poorest in this city. 
Housing is terrible.”

But she added that not everyone is 
buying the racist agenda. “Leicester is 
very multicultural, people are used to 
different social backgrounds. Some 
people are blaming immigrants, but it’s 
important to say that a lot are blaming 
the local authority.”

As Public Health England finally 
released findings about Leicester’s out-
break, two things became clear.

First, that the ethnicity of the cases 
reflects the “ethnicity profile of the 
population”. That is to say, no particu-
lar ethnic groups have suffered more 
 infections than others.

Second, that the two age ranges 

most affected were the under 19s and 
those of working age. That suggests that 
 workplaces (see above) and schools, 
rather than mosques and temples, were 
the likely sites of infection.

Health secretary Matt Hancock has for 
weeks been at pains to tell us that school 
reopening is safe. But even he was forced 
to admit last month, “There has been 
an increased incidence of children test-
ing positive in Leicester and we think the 
safest thing to do is to close local schools.”

Ahmad is a medical student in 
Leicester. He said research shows the 
main area of infection is the North 
Evington ward, in the north of the city.

“There has been so much rheto-
ric about how the Black Lives Matter 

 protests have caused the spike in cases,” 
he said. “And also how people in the 
‘ghettos’ in Leicester aren’t clean.” 

But he said the truth is very different.
“North Evington has a high popula-

tion density with very little land space,” 
he explained. “A lot of people don’t have 
gardens or space to properly socially dis-
tance. And it is the place with the high-
est rate of Covid-19 infection in the city. 

“Access to care and treatment is very 
hard to get. And there is also very little 
[medical] outreach, and even when 
there is, it isn’t in multiple languages.”

Leicester has around 140 cases per 
100,000 of the population. It isn’t the only 
place to see worrying new outbreaks, or 
where the number of infected people is 
thought to be far higher than average.

Public Health England has identified 
three other major places where infection 
rates are above 50 cases per 100,000—
Bradford, Barnsley and Rochdale.

And there have been significant out-
breaks in several factories, in places 
including Anglesey, Wrexham, Merthyr 
Tydfil, Wakefield and Kirklees.

The spike and subsequent local lock-
down in Leicester shows that the corona-
virus threat is far from over. And those 
who live at the crossroads of race and 
class continue to bear the brunt of it.

Forced into unsafe work in lockdown

 MANY WORKPLACES in 
Leicester continued to 
operate at the height of the 
coronavirus crisis— putting 

workers at risk.
A significant outbreak was reported 

at Walker Crisps factory in the city, with 
28 workers testing positive for the virus. 
It’s the biggest crisp factory in the world, 
making seven million packets of crisps a 
day and employing 1,400 people.

More cases were confirmed at the 
Bradgate Bakery sandwich maker, 
owned by food manufacturer Samworth 
Brothers. Its sites employ 1,500 people. 

Smaller workplaces have continued to 
operate too, despite cases of the virus.

Scores of clothing factories in 
Leicester ran at full capacity during 
the lockdown—and bosses cared little 
about the dangers they faced.

A report from campaigning group 
Labour Behind the Labour revealed last 
week how workers were put at risk of 
contracting the virus.

Meg Lewis helped write the report. 
“We know of several people who had 
tested positive for coronavirus but 
were told to continue working and not 
tell anyone,” she told Socialist Worker.

“And we know that before the 
coronavirus crisis many of the buildings 
were very small and cramped. They 
were often housed in dilapidated 
buildings with little investment in 
building safety and modern ventilation.

Capacity
“Fashion firms sustained their 
orders throughout the crisis. It is 
inconceivable that such factories would 
be able to operate at full capacity 
while ensuring social distancing 
and adequate Covid-19 protection 
measures.”

Meg added that immigration rules 
made some workers particularly 
vulnerable. “Some of the workers 
are migrants, and don’t have status,” 
she explained. “So there’s a fear of 
reporting abuses because their status 

might be used against them. The 
workers are mainly of a black and 
minority ethnic background, with 
around a third not born in Britain. 
So there are huge vulnerabilities, 
particularly for those who don’t have 
English as a first language.

“Pay for most workers is around 
£3 per hour but for those outside the 

legal framework, it can be as low 
as £1 an hour. Yet people are really 
scared about losing their jobs.”

The online fashion giant BooHoo 
is one of the main customers for 
Leicester’s clothing factories. It says 
it only contracts to workshops that 
operate safely and legally. But Behind 
the Label said much of the work ends 
up subcontracted to smaller “pop-up” 
businesses.

“The fast fashion economic model 
is to order small batches of clothes 
and sell them quickly. A lot of the 
workshops where they’ll be stitching 
and cutting are in Leicester.

“This isn’t a case of a few rogue 
suppliers. It’s part of a much bigger, 
systemic issue. The fact that BooHoo 
and other brands were still placing 
orders [during the lockdown] and 
were putting pressure on suppliers to 
deliver those orders in the middle of a 
pandemic is shocking.

“They need to be held to account.”
BooHoo, however, has no such 

worries. Shareholders last month 
awarded its chief executive John Lyttle 
a whopping £1.04 million payout as 
a reward for the company’s booming 
sales and profit figures—heavily 
boosted during the lockdown.

PRIVATE SECTOR 
WON’T SHARE DATA
YEARS OF Tory cuts have gutted 
Britain’s public health system. 
So ministers have handed much 
Covid-19 testing to private sector 
providers motivated solely by profit.

And we are all reaping the 
whirlwind of that decision.

Deloitte is a private company 
that runs public testing centres. In 
response to a written parliamentary 
question, the government last week 
admitted that Deloitte can keep its 
data secret.

“The contract with Deloitte does 
not require the company to report 
positive cases to Public Health 
England and local authorities,” it said.

Leicester garment factories were cramped before lockdown and social distancing

Leicester is famed 
as a multicultural 
city, so a racist 
response to the 
spike was horribly 
predictable

‘‘ 
The two age ranges 
most affected were 
under 19s and those 
of working age

‘‘ 

Leicester’s new outbreak is visible only in Pillar 2 data, 
which the government did not make public until recently

Daily confirmed Covid-19 cases in Leicester, by testing pillar

Pillar 2 
accounted for 
more than 90 
percent of new 
cases Ü

Source: Public Health England/FT

Ü

ÜMobile coronavirus 
testing units are being 
heavily deployed on the 
streets of Leicester
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ 
labour creates all profit. A 
socialist society can only be 
constructed when the working 
class seizes control of the means  
of production and  democratically 
plans how they are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

WHAT’S ON       Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600
12

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
ONLINE RALLIES

LONDON: SOUTH 
Racism, coronavirus 
and climate change—
socialism in a time of 
crisis and revolt 
Wed 15 Jul, 7pm
497-196-1801
WEST MIDLANDS
Racism, coronavirus and 
climate change—socialism 
in a time of crisis and revolt
Wed 15 Jul , 7pm
281-634-5938 

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
ONLINE MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our 
local interventions.  
All welcome.

BLACK COUNTRY 
Where does racism 
come from? 
Wed 22 Jul, 8pm 
352-891-2411

BOLTON AND WIGAN 
By any means necessary—
the revolutionary legacy 
of Malcolm X 
Fri 17 Jul, 6pm
872-5136-9540
BRADFORD
Fascism, the far right and 
the pandemic 
Thu 16 Jul, 7pm
817-5519-7515 
BRIGHTON AND HOVE
A rebel’s guide to Engels
Thu 16 Jul, 6.30pm
889-9658-1654
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Is another education 
possible? 
Wed 15 Jul, 7.30pm
446-409-5118
CAMBRIDGE
Harriet Tubman—how 
slaves fought for liberation
Thu 16 Jul, 7.30pm
681-800-4408
CHESTERFIELD
The revolutionary ideas of 
Angela Davis 
Thu 16 Jul, 6.30pm
829-532-8731

COLCHESTER
How the Black Panthers 
fought the state
Thu 30 Jul, 7pm
872-3074-2363
COVENTRY
All the statues must fall—
confronting the legacy 
of slavery and empire
Wed 15 Jul, 
7.30pm
823-945-1917
DUNDEE,  ABERDEEN &  PERTH
Trump, China and 
imperialism
Wed 15 Jul, 
7.30pm
396-573-1805
EDINBURGH
Where does racism 
come from? 
Wed 15 Jul, 
7.30pm
431-459-112
GLASGOW
A rebel’s guide to Mary 
Wollstonecraft
Thu 16 Jul, 
6.30pm
813 4524 5862

HUDDERSFIELD
All the statues must fall—
confronting the legacy 
of slavery and empire
Thu 16 Jul, 7:30pm
290-168-1804
KENT
The revolutionary ideas of 
Angela Davis 
Thu 16 Jul, 
8.15pm
434-623-8064
LEEDS
Is another education 
possible?
Thu 16 Jul, 
6.30pm
856-912-7408
LONDON: HACKNEY
Where does racism 
come from? 
Thu 16 Jul, 
7.30pm
798-534-2585
LONDON: HARINGEY
Climate crisis, coronavirus—
why we need system change
Wed 15 Jul, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576

LONDON: ISLINGTON
By any means necessary—
the revolutionary legacy 
of Malcolm X 
Thu 16 Jul, 
7.30pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
Lenin at 150—why his 
ideas still matter 
Wed 15 Jul, 
7.30pm
811-4659-1877
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Where does racism 
come from? 
Wed 15 Jul, 7.30pm
530-913-6390
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
The legacy of the 
Haitian Revolution
Wed 29 Jul, 
7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
By any means necessary—
the revolutionary legacy 
of Malcolm X 
Wed 15 Jul, 7.30pm
543-023-057

MANCHESTER
Why the attack on trans 
rights is an attack on us all
Wed 15 Jul,
 7.30pm
843-1743-1470
NORWICH
All the statues should fall—
confronting the legacy of 
slavery and empire 
Wed 15 Jul, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299
NOTTINGHAM AND DERBY
All the statues should fall—
confronting the legacy of 
slavery and empire 
Wed 15 Jul,
 7pm
354-874-4790
OXFORD 
By any means necessary—
the revolutionary legacy 
of Malcolm X 
Thu 16 Jul, 
6.30pm
813-7169-4828
PORTSMOUTH
Lenin at 150—why his 
ideas still matter
Wed 15 Jul, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809 
SHEFFIELD AND  
SOUTH YORKSHIRE
The revolutionary ideas of 
Angela Davis 
Thu 16 Jul,
 7pm
529-174-9278
SWANSEA
Is science neutral?
Wed 15 Jul, 
7.30pm
248-448-3170

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquires@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and at the time given for your 
local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

HARLOW 
Thu 16 Jul, 
7.30pm
832-8746-7480

LIVERPOOL
Wed 15 Jul, 7pm
493-925-5919

LONDON: WEST 
AND NORTH WEST
Thu 16 Jul, 6pm
731-479-3555

NEWCASTLE
Wed 15 Jul, 7pm
368-595-7212

YORK AND 
SCARBOROUGH
Wed 15 Jul, 7.30pm
827-489-7492 

After the sacking of Rebecca Long-Bailey

Starmer, Palestine and 
Labour’s shift to the right 

Socialist Worker  8 July 2020 

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

1 Bloomsbury Street,  London WC1B 3QE PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
A Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to Engels 
by Camilla Royle 
£4

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Hegel and Revolution
by Terry Sullivan and 
Donny Gluckstein, £7
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 An insight into devastation  
 caused by invasion of Iraq
Once Upon a Time in Iraq features interviews with some of those who lived 
through the country’s horrors. It is essential viewing, says  Philip Marfleet 
THE ASSAULT on Iraq by US forces 
during the invasion of 2003 was 
a “blitzkrieg” says an American 
marine who fought on the front line. 

Backed by massive firepower, US 
troops operated with “godlike” feroc-
ity, he says, killing at will. 

BBC documentary Once Upon a 
Time in Iraq follows the invasion and 
the military occupation that ensued. 
It offers testimony from Iraqis and 
from those who destroyed their lives 
and left their country in chaos. 

A month after the invasion 
President George W Bush declared 
“Mission Accomplished”, insisting, 
“The people of Iraq are now free.” 

Today, Iraq bears all the marks 
of that brutal assault. Millions are 
displaced far from their original 
homes. Millions more are impover-
ished and living with a government 
addicted to corruption, violence and 
sectarianism.

“The war was a catastrophe,” says 
a young Iraqi woman who suffered 
serious injury during fighting 
between US forces and the Iraqi 
resistance. 

Damage
Once Upon a Time in Iraq provides 
ample evidence of the physical and 
mental damage inflicted on the pop-
ulation, especially upon children. 
“We were scared of everything,” says 
a woman who was an infant at the 
time of the invasion, “scared even to 
dream”.

This documentary series is a 
must-watch for those wanting to 
understand how US and British 
forces went to war in 2003. 

Much of it is gruelling. Video 
footage shows brutal street fighting, 
house raids and destruction of most 
of the city of Fallujah. 

A Special Forces marine recalls 
“the romance of violent conflict”. 

A US colonel tells the camera, “We 
were lethal.” 

This is a story about the front line 
but tells us less about those who 
planned and directed the invasion 
and ran Iraqi affairs in the aftermath. 

What shaped the agenda of US 
strategists who sought “regime 
change” and decided to dismantle 
the entire apparatus of the Iraq state? 

Why did they send Paul Bremer 

III—then a businessman—to run 
the Coalition Provisional Authority 
that administered Iraq as if it was a 
European colony of the imperial era?

The series offers only passing ref-
erences to the “back story” of the 
invasion. 

More testimony from those who 
planned the Iraqi adventure would 
have helped us to understand why it 
was so savage and destructive. 

Order
Where are the “neocons” who in the 
1990s craved a “New World Order” 
with the US at its head? 

What of the oil executives who 
worked so closely with Bush and the 
exiled Iraq politicians paid by the 
CIA and installed by Bremer to lead 
a phoney Governing Council? 

Most important, who shaped the 
plans for a “revolutionary” transfor-
mation of Iraq? 

This was meant to sweep away 
the old state and bring into being a 
capitalist paradise of low taxes, pov-
erty wages, deregulated labour and—
above all—uncontrolled access to 
Iraqi oil by US corporations.

The savagery of the invasion and 
the occupation matched the ambition 
and greed of those who planned it. 

Once Upon a Time in Iraq might 
have introduced them as participants 
in the conflict. 

It was they who supervised the pil-
lage of Iraq, including the theft of its 
oil resources and the looting of its 
public sector. 

A legal expert later called this, “one 
of the most audacious and spectacu-
lar crimes of theft in modern history”. 

Perhaps this was an investigation 
too far for the producers and director 
James Bluemel.

The invasion of 2003 cost vast 
numbers of lives. 

It massively exaggerated existing 
inequalities. 

And it embedded a new system of 
sectarian politics that has produced 
communal conflict, ethnic cleansing 
and forced migrations in and from 
Iraq. 

Once Upon a Time in Iraq tells 
an important part of the story, but 
there’s much more to see.

Once Upon a Time in Iraq starts 
Monday 13 July, 9pm, on BBC Two. 
 
Iraq Since the Invasion—people and 
politics in a state of conflict, edited 
by Keiko Sakai and Philip Marfleet, is 
published by Routledge on 16 July 

REMNANTS OF the Great Al Nuri Mosque in Mosul, destroyed in fighting in 2017—a legacy of the 2003 war

Sally Mars, who grew up in Iraq after the invasion, is one of those interviewed

TELEVISION 
MRS AMERICA
Wednesdays at 9pm on BBC2 
and on BBC iPlayer

MRS AMERICA follows 
the political upheaval 
around the Equal Rights 
Amendment in the 1970s. 

The women’s movement 
is pitted against various 
reactionary forces and 
figures, such as the 
Republican author Phyllis 
Schlafly. 

She’s the focus of the 
first episode.

Schlafly, played by Cate 
Blanchett, is presented as 
a complex character. 

She shows how 
knowledgeable and 
intelligent she is, and how 
she is ignored and belittled 
by the sexist men in the 
Republican Party.

There’s a worry that 
she comes across as too 
likeable.

Schlafly experiences 
horrific sexism but she was 
also deeply reactionary 
herself. 

She was against the 
equal rights amendment 
because she believed 

it would lead to 
women having to face 
conscription, and would 
destroy the family unit. 

Most importantly 
Schlafly is a perfect 
example of a ruling class 
woman who could actually 
benefit from spouting 
reactionary rhetoric. 

At the end of the 
episode we get a brief 
scene where the women’s 
liberation movement 
discusses Schlafly and its 
aims as a movement.

The characters involved 
include such figureheads 
as Gloria Steinem and 
Shirley Chisholm—the first 
black woman to be elected 
to the  US congress.

We already see political 
differences within the 
movement. 

One character argues 
for progressing the rights 
of women by working with 
president Richard Nixon 
and congress. 

Others disagree.
This series looks to 

be promising and will 
hopefully examine some of 
the achievements but also 
the contradictions of the 
women’s movements.
Sophie Squire

Blanchett as Phyllis Schlafly
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READ MORE
 
l The Labour Party: A 
Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Charlie 
Kimber and Donny 
Gluckstein  
l System change, not 
climate change 
Edited by Martin Empson 

l Arguments for 
revolution by Joseph 
Choonara and Charlie 
Kimber  £3 
 
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.

inescapably on the political 
agenda.

I can hear you say let’s do 
both—a “twin track” strategy 
of working inside and outside 
parliament.

Of course, you can and 
 sometimes we must stand in 
elections as revolutionaries. 

But what matters is which 
form of action dominates and 
disciplines the other.

The Labour tradition always 
puts parliament first—whether 
the left or right is in the 
leadership.

Strikers are told not to rock 
the boat because an election is 
coming. Militant protesters are 
told to tone down their rage 
because it might “put voters off”.

Maybe you are now one of 
those saying, “Ok I am ready 
to leave, but what should I do 
then?”

Some people’s answer is to 
be active, keep campaigning, 
and look for a place to work 
with others. Those are all good 
and necessary things.

We need broad and coordi-
nated action by people in lots 
of different parties and none—
against racism, climate chaos, 
the effects of the coronavi-
rus crisis and over many more 
issues.

But this is not enough.

T
HE TIMES are too 
urgent for me to 
play around with 
soothing appeals 
to simply not give 
up and to keep dis-

cussing. I want you to join the 
Socialist Workers Party—now.

Turning movements into 
effective paths to change 
requires organisation and 
strategies. 

It means winning arguments 
against those who urge caution 
and want to put limits on our 
imaginations.

That means people coming 
together in democratically 
decided and united activity—
the creation of a political party.

We face a ruthless ruling 
class. 

Fighting it requires a party of 
leaders in workplaces and hous-
ing estates and campaigns. 

It is not a loose electoral coa-
lition that splits over key issues, 
but a party of fighters.

A revolutionary party does 
not seek to reflect all the differ-
ent views in society or even in 
the working class. 

It brings together the people 
who want to stick to their prin-
ciples and defend socialist poli-
cies, whatever the pressure.

That doesn’t mean being 

r e m o t e  f r o m  s t r u g g l e . 
Revolutionaries have to be 
engaged in every sphere of 
resistance. 

But they must also bring 
arguments for socialism and a 
vision for how to achieve it.

We don’t tolerate racists, 
sexists and strikebreakers in 
the SWP. In Labour it’s a crime 
to denounce Israel. In the 
SWP it’s essential to support 
Palestinian rights.

 We are a revolutionary 
organisation. We’re not trying 
to “preserve Corbyn’s legacy”. 
We’re focused on a completely 
different set of politics.

A few thousand of us 
can make a difference now. 
Working with others to build 
an anti-racist organisation, 
supporting and encouraging 
workplaces resistance, arguing 
against capitalism and agitating 
for a socialist society.

We need a party that can 
fight over immediate ques-
tions but also think always of 
the battle to change the whole 
of society through socialist 
revolution.

It’s time to break from the 
failed politics of Labourism and 
join us.
To join the SWP see the 
details on page 16 or go to 
swp.org.uk/forms/join-swp

A BLACK Lives Matter protest

T
HE gene ra l 
election result 
in December 
was awful, but 
you told me 
that the last 

week has in some ways 
been worse.

Labour  leader  Keir 
S tarmer ’ s  sack ing  o f 
Rebecca Long-Bailey—and 
the cringing lack of resist-
ance by much of the Labour 
left—underlines the clear 
direction where the party is 
now headed.

An editorial in the Sun 
newspaper last  month 
demanded, “Starmer must 
choose. 

“To look like a potential 
g o v e r n m e n t ,  L a b o u r 
can no longer indulge 
jumped-up Twitter trolls 
on its backbenches, or their 
extremism. He should expel 
the lot.”

Starmer has shown that’s 
what he wants to deliver. 

He is telling the bosses, 
the media and all those nests 
of pro-capitalist mainstream 
opinion that the Jeremy 
Corbyn era is dead and buried. 

Labour will be a reliable 
choice to maintain the system 
and run it more effectively 
than the Tories.

He won’t raise any deci-
sive break from pro-corporate 
economics. 

He won’t interfere with the 
fundamentals of ownership. He 
won’t question the military and 
the state.

Starmer dismissed the 
Black Lives Matter uprising 
as a “moment” rather than a 
 movement and said calls to 
defund the police are “nonsense”.

And the left retreated.  
Long-Bailey posted a grovelling 
apology that avoided any criti-
cism of Starmer.

J
OHN McDonnell’s 
pet i t ion has no 
criticism of Starmer 
and states only, “We 
believe Rebecca 
Long-Bailey should 

be reinstated as Shadow 
Education Secretary”. It had 
fewer than 21,000 signatures 
a week after her sacking. 

That’s less than 5 percent of 
the membership, even if you 
assume all the signatories are 
in the party.

Unite union leader Len 
McCluskey claimed, “The 
sacking of Rebecca Long-Bailey 
was a mistake, perhaps brought 
about by a lack of clarity in 
communications.” If only in the 
modern world there was some 
way for people to exchange 
messages easily.

McCluskey reminded the 
leader that he needed unity to 
win the next election. But for 
Starmer unity means signing up 
to his agenda.  

Corbyn has said nothing.
This isn’t what is sometimes 

pretended to be “stay and fight” 
by the left in Labour. It’s stay 
and surrender.

The election of Corbyn was 
a boost for the whole of the left 
and made it easier to talk about 

socialist ideas. But the solution 
now isn’t to hope—somehow—
for a Corbyn Mark II to arrive in 
a decade or so. 

We don’t have ten years 
to waste before the irrevers-
ible effects of climate change 
deepen. And we can’t wait until 
2030 or whenever to confront 
racism and poverty.

In the next few months there 
will be key decisions about 
what kind of society emerges 
from the coronavirus crisis.

 All the talk about “not going 

back” to the toxic normality that 
existed before will be tested by 
the ruling class’s insistence on 
reasserting a world where their 
profits and their power prevails. 

And even if we did get a new 
Corbyn, you and I know that 
there was a persistent failure to 
confront the Labour right over 
the last few years.

There were a series of major 
concessions—from Trident 
nuclear missiles to a second 
Brexit referendum—under 
the left’s leadership. Labour’s 

electoralism and fixation on 
parliament means giving an 
exalted role to MPs and making 
compromises with the right in 
order to hold the party together.

A
LL  THIS  was 
before entering 
Downing Street. 
The record of 
every previous 
Labour govern-

ment is that if it’s at all serious 
about change then it faces an 
avalanche of assaults from 
bankers and bosses. 

And after a period of 
reforms—often very limited—
the response is to turn on those 
people who vote Labour into 
office and to implement what 
big business demands.

For a while in 2015 you were 
exultant about the victory of 
Syriza in Greece.

 But very soon its retreats 
and ruthless implementation 
of austerity shattered the idea 
that voting will bring funda-
mental change.

The key struggles are in the 
streets and the workplaces, not 
the House of Commons. 

British trade unions became 
mass organisations as a 
result of the inspiration from 
the matchwomen’s strike 
and the dockers’ strike in  
the 1880s, not the Labour 
Party.

Workers’ militancy during 
and after the First World War 
was sparked by activists who 
were already tiring of parlia-
mentary reform and looked to 
the Russian Revolution of 1917.

 Fascist Oswald Mosley was 
defeated by the actions of revo-
lutionaries and radical Jewish 
organisations, not Labour.

Labour was marginal to 
the mass strikes of the early 
1970s—and the target of strikes 
at the end of the decade. 

Labour leaders spurned the 
miners’ strike of 1984-5.  

The great anti-war movement 
from 2001 was directed against 
Labour prime minister Tony 
Blair’s lies and blood pacts with 
the US.

The actions of ordinary 
people are the source of the 
most important changes in 
society.

T
HE BLACK Lives 
Matter protests did 
more to highlight 
systematic racism 
and win reforms 
than any number 

of election campaigns. Statues 
of slavers and racist generals 
that had stood for 100 years 
are toppling.

City councils have been 
pushed to say they back police 
budget cuts.

It is mass and militant 
protests, not the witterings 
of Joe Biden or the pro-police 
appeals from Bernie Sanders 
that have thrown politicians 
on to the defensive and 
undermined Trump’s support.

The school students’ climate 
strikes are more important than 
any Labour leadership election. 

They mobilised millions and 
put the issue of climate chaos 

TIME TO LEAVE 
THE LABOUR 
PARTY NOW

In a third letter to a Jeremy Corbyn supporter, Charlie 
Kimber argues to break from Labour, join the Socialist 
Workers Party and to build the resistance on the streets

The climate 
strikes are more 
important than 
any Labour 
leadership 
election 

‘‘ 
Tony Blair

THE ALTERNATIVE to Keir Starmer is on the streets

Korean War showed up  
imperialist barbarism

The ‘forgotten war’ 
that began 70 years 
ago wrecked a 
country so that big 
powers could grab 
more influence, writes 
Sophie Squire  

THE KOREAN War—often 
called the forgotten war—
began 70 years ago. 

It remains one of the 
bloodiest examples of the 
brutality of imperialist 
competition.

After the Second World 
War, states began haggling 
over “spheres of influence”. 
Russia and the US both 
wanted a piece of the Korean 
peninsula. 

Japan’s decades-long rule 
of Korea ended in 1945 when 
it lost the Second World War. 

This shift left the 
region politically unstable 
and without a central 
government—and the US and 
Russia took advantage.

With no consultation as to 
what people in Korea wanted, 
they split Korea in two. 

Power
The US held onto the south of 
the country, having handed 
power to its ally Syngman 
Rhee. In the North, Russia 
installed “communist” leader 
Kim Il-Sung.

When Japan left Korea, 
workers had set up People’s 
Committees. 

But the new regimes 
quickly dismantled or 
co-opted them.

Both sides wanted to 
further their influence over 
Korea, especially after the 
outbreak of the Cold War. 

So in 1950, when each side 
accused the other of invading 
their territory, war broke out. 

The US and its allies in the 
United Nations sent over a 
million troops into Korea. 

And Russia—though 
it avoided direct military 
involvement—supported 
the North Korean regime 
unconditionally, sending 
money and medical  
aid.

Chinese leader Mao 
Zedong also sent “volunteer” 
troops from China to support 
the north. 

The war did begin with 

an element of struggle for 
national liberation. 

Some students and workers 
in the south joined soldiers 
in the north to fight US 
imperialism. 

But really this was a proxy 
war fought on Korean soil 
between the US and China—
with the backing of Russia. 

The Korean people paid 
the price.

An estimated five million 
civilians died in the war, 
and millions more became 
refugees. 

The US wrecked the north 
with aerial attacks designed 
to force it into submission. 

Air Force general Curtis 
LeMay estimated that the US 
campaign killed  
20 percent of the population. 

“We went over there and 
fought the war and eventually 
burned down every town in 
North Korea,” he said.

The deadly chemical 
weapon napalm was used for 
the first time in this conflict. 

A single raid on Pyongyang 

on 29 August 29 1952 saw 
ten thousand litres dropped 
on the city. 

The war ended in 1953. 
To this day families remain 
separated by the most 
militarised border in the 
world.

After the war, the US kept 
a tight grip on South Korea. 

It enjoyed rapid economic 
growth partly due to US aid 
and rapid industrialisation 
built on the intense 
exploitation of workers.

North Korea was crippled 
by debts owed to China and 
has lurched from crisis to 
crisis. 

Suffered
Ordinary people have 
suffered poverty, famines and 
brutal repression in a country 
that is only an independent 
socialist state in name. 

Tensions between the 
north and south continue 
and a truce between the two 
sides has never formally been 
agreed. 

There are still nearly 
25,000 US soldiers, sailors 
and aircrew in South Korea.

They are a key military 
presence in the region.

Only last month North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
called off sending troops to 
attack the south. 

The tensions that remain 
today are a direct result of 
imperialism.

Warring states wanted 
to marginally extend their 
power, influence and profits 
and didn’t care about the 
horrific human cost.

The US and its 
allies in the 
United Nations 
sent over a 
million troops 
into Korea

‘‘ 

COMMENT‘‘ ’’

AN ELDERLY woman and her grandchild wander among the 
debris of their wrecked home in the aftermath of an air raid 
by US planes over Pyongyang, capital of North Korea
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by NICK CLARK

“IF WE must die, O let us nobly 
die, So that our precious blood 
may not be shed in vain,” is 
perhaps another way of saying 
that black lives matter.

It’s a line from a poem 
 written by radical poet and 
activist Claude McKay in New 
York in 1919. It was a time 
when black people in the US 
faced race riots and pogroms.

Its powerful message is, 
“We’ll face the murderous, 
cowardly pack, pressed to 
the wall, dying, but fighting 
back!”

Such lines are mostly what 
McKay is remembered for. 
His writing was part of the 
Harlem Renaissance, a black 
cultural movement connected 
to  radical struggles against 
racism and for liberation.

Biographies of McKay tend 
to be less keen to talk about 
his own involvement in radi-
cal politics and activism.

The Academy of American 
Poets says euphemistically 
that McKay “developed an 
interest in communism”.

In truth he was almost 

certainly a member of the 
Communist  Party,  and 
 definitely committed to 
 bui ld ing revolut ionary 
 organisation in the US. 

He put a lot of thought into 
how  barriers dividing black 
and white  workers could be 
broken.

McKay said that when 
he moved to the US from 
Jamaica, where he was born 
and grew up, “It was the first 
time I had ever come face 
to face with such manifest, 
implacable hate of my race.”

He railed against racism in 
the working class movement. 

McKay argued that prejudice 
against black people among 
Communists and socialists in 
the US was “the greatest dif-
ficulty that the Communists 
of America have got to 
overcome.” 

Racism among working 
class people helped American 

capitalists “in their fight 
against the interests of labour”. 

McKay hoped to organise 
black people on a specifically 
socialist, working class basis. 

At the time the  struggle 
for black liberation was 
organised through the  liberal 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored 
People,  and the black 
nationalist Universal Negro 
Improvement Association.

Propaganda
McKay criticised both  bitterly 
for being dominated by 
middle class people.

Instead he wanted to 
find ways of organising and 
spreading propaganda that 
recognised the “essential 
class nature” of the struggle.

The fight against racism 
was a class struggle because 
black people “belong to the 
most oppressed, exploited, 
and suppressed section of the 
working class of the world”.

McKay wrote and spoke 
about the practical reali-
ties of building commu-
nist  organisation among 
black people at the Fourth 
Congress of the Communist 

International. This was in 
1922 following the Russian 
Revolution. 

Like millions of people 
around the world, McKay 
had been inspired by the 
1917 Revolution, particularly 
by how it had challenged 
antisemitism used by the 
previous Tsarist regime.

Describing his visit to 
Russia, he said he didn’t 
feel the racism or “snobbish-
ness” he experienced in other 
countries. It was part of the 
 transformation of society the 
revolution had begun. 

Sadly, when those gains 
were rolled back by Stalin’s 
counter-revolution, McKay 
became disillusioned with 
Communism. He became a 
figure more acceptable to 
 liberals who celebrate his 
poetry but are embarrassed 
by his early radicalism.

Even then for much of his 
life, “fighting back” wasn’t 
about heroic self-sacrifice. 
It was about a belief that 
the world could be radically 
better.
This is part of a series about 
radical black lives 
Go to bit.ly/SWBlackLives

CLAUDE MCKAY

 ‘Pressed to the wall---but fighting back!’

CLAUDE MCKAY speaking at the Communist International in 1922 in Russia
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Coronavirus fallout is set to hit the poor hardest
The coronavirus 
crisis will send 

poverty levels soaring—
and the poorest have 
already been hit the 
hardest.

The Social Metrics 
Commission report 
predicted a “significant 
increase in poverty” 
despite temporary 
rises in some benefits 
and the government’s 
furlough scheme.

Many of those close to 
the poverty line could be 
pushed into poverty due 
to “changing employment 
status”. And many poor 

people “could move 
deeper into poverty” 
due to unemployment 
or cuts to pay or hours.

Already, “the largest 

employment impacts 
have been felt by 
those in the deepest 
levels of poverty”.

So nearly two thirds 

of people employed 
before the Covid-19 
crisis who were in deep 
poverty have either 
lost their jobs, or had 
pay or hours cuts.

This compares to 
35 percent of those 
who were employed 
and over 20 percent 
above the poverty line 
before the virus crisis.

A fifth of those 
previously working and 
in deep poverty have 
lost their jobs, compared 
to 12 percent of those 
in less poor groups.

People in poverty or 

close to the poverty line 
are more likely to have 
had hours or wages cut. 

This includes over a 
third of those in deep 
poverty, compared to 
22 percent of those 
over 20 percent above 
the poverty line.

The study shows 
how more people are 
being pushed into 
desperate situations. 

But it also shows that 
working class people 
who aren’t deemed to be 
poor are suffering too.

The whole working 
class needs a fightback.

The toll of 
racism in work

 BLACK and minority 
ethnic (BAME) 

workers face poverty 
due to “widespread 
institutional racism in 
the labour market”.

A TUC study last year 
found that BAME workers 
were more than twice 
as likely to have agency 
contracts compared to 
white workers. 

And while one in  
 42 white workers had a 
zero hours contract, the 
figure for BAME workers 
was one in 24.

One in 13 BAME 
workers were in 
temporary jobs, where 
pay is typically lower, 
compared to one in nine 
white workers. 

And BAME workers 
were twice as likely 
to report not having 
enough hours to make 
ends meet. 

Big change in 
housing type 

 THEY type of 
house you live in 

and poverty are closely 
linked. Nearly half of 
people in families who 
live in social-rented 
accommodation are 
in poverty, the Social 
Metrics Commission 
report found. 

Some 37 percent of 
those in private-rented 
homes are also poor.

These figures 
compare to 12 percent in 
mortgaged-owned houses 
and 9 percent in homes 
that are owned outright.

The proportion of 
poor people living in the 
private-rented sector 
has soared to 33 percent 
from 15 percent in 
2000-1. 

Just 9 percent of 
people lived in the 
privately-rented sector 
in 2000-1—but now it’s 
20 percent.

 British society scarred by  
 deep poverty and racism
A new report shows 14.4 million people, including 4.5 million children, are 
living in poverty—and it’s even worse for black people, writes Sadie Robinson

 THE number of people in 
Britain who live in deep pov-

erty has soared by over a million 
and a half in 20 years. And the coro-
navirus crisis means it will rise even 
further.

A report from the Social Metrics 
Commission released last week said 
that some 4.5 million people are in 
“deep poverty”. This means their 
income is more than 50 percent 
below the poverty line.

Some 7 percent of people in Britain 
are in this category. And over a fifth, 
22 percent, suffer some level of 
poverty. 

That’s 14.4 million people includ-
ing 4.5 million children. A full third 
of children aged four or under live 
in poverty.

In 2000-1 some 2.8 million people, 
or 5 percent of the population, were 
in deep poverty. 

Had the rate remained the same 
today, 1.3 million fewer people 
would be in deep poverty. And more 
than half of those  currently in deep 
poverty have been poor for at least 
two of the last three years.

Disabled
You are more likely to be poor if you 
are disabled or black, or if you have 
children. Half of all people in pov-
erty live in a family that includes a 
 disabled person.

And nearly half of all people 
living in families where the head 
of  household is defined as “Black/
African/Caribbean/Black British” are 
in poverty. 

They are between two and three 
times more likely to be in persistent 
poverty than white people.

The impact of racism is appalling. 
But nearly one in five of those with a 

white “head of household” also live 
in poverty.

Over a quarter of couples with a 
child are in poverty, and 48 percent 
of single parents.

And while working hours affect 
poverty, nearly two thirds of people 
in poverty live in families where 
someone works at least part time.

So nearly one in ten people in 
 families where people work full time 
are in poverty. 

This compares to 57 percent of 
people living in households where 
people work part-time, and 68  percent 
of those where no one works.

Oppression and discrimination 
lock some people into part time 
work—and therefore poverty—more 
than others. 

For instance it is often harder for 
a single parent to work full time, and 
women are more likely to be single 
parents.

Racism means black people are 
more likely to be stuck in insecure 
jobs or on casual contracts with too 
few hours (see right).

The study is based on figures from 
2018-19. 

But it also cited figures  showing 
that the coronavirus crisis has already 
hit the poorest the hardest (see 
below).

The system is failing huge numbers 
of people. We need a serious  fightback 
to stop more lives being ruined.
For the full report go to  
 bit.ly/Poverty0720

London has 
highest rate

 LONDON has the 
highest poverty rate 

of all regions in England, 
with 29 percent of people 
living in poverty. 

The second highest 
region is the north 
east of England with 
26 percent, followed 
by Yorkshire and the 
Humber and the West 
Midlands with 24 percent.

The south west, south 
east and east of England 
have the lowest rates.

Families just above the poverty line could be pushed beneath it

Socialist Worker  8 July 2020



XR rebels plan for a hot autumn 
of blockades and resistance
by SARAH BATES

ENVIRONMENTAL campaign 
Extinction Rebellion (XR), has 
announced plans for the next 
major phase of direct action 
beginning on 1 September. 

The group is set to stage 
another “rebellion” and blockade 
of Westminster to demand that it 
debates the groups’ three demands 
when it reopens in the autumn.

XR demands that the government 
tell the truth about the scale of the 
climate crisis, that it acts now, and 
that ordinary people be empowered 
to force the state to take radical 
action.

Clare Farrell, XR co-founder said, 
“Our future should not be about 
individual survival or escape. We 
find ourselves with the guarantee of 
mass death and eventual extinction 
if we continue to go along with 
business as usual. 

“With this prognosis in mind, 
empathy, compassion and solidarity 
are a pragmatic necessity, and 
they are vital ingredients of our 
rebellion,’ she said. 

The London blockades will 
unfold simultaneously with actions 
in Cardiff, Scotland and the north 
of England. And rebels are also 
planning local direct action under 
the banner of “countdown to the 
rebellion” from 28 August. 

“We invite everyone who is sick 
of the lies, injustice, inaction to join 
us,” said XR.

XR activists want greenhouse gas 
emissions to net zero in Britain by 
2025 and the government to set up 
citizen’s assemblies to oversee the 
process. 

The group is also calling on the 
government to act on parliament’s 

declaration in April 2019 of a 
“climate emergency”.

The rebellion is called under the 
slogan of “We want to live” and is 
centred on how the government 
is failing to take action on the 
climate catastrophe, despite its own 
admission that global warming of 
up to 4 degrees is possible.

Any such temperature rise would 
spell disaster for the planet. 

XR is also drawing parallels 
between the Tories’ deadly response 
to the coronavirus pandemic, 
and its dangerous lack of action 
in response to a rapidly heating 
environment. 

Rebels are preparing to rise up 
against the Tories’ coronavirus 
recovery plans which have seen huge 
bailouts going to environmentally 
destructive industries. 

Pandemic
Alex Armitage from Doctors for XR 
said, “The government’s inaction on 
coronavirus has led to the deaths of 
at least 44,000 people in the UK.

“We are now living through a 
new phase of the pandemic, but 
there is a far greater threat to our 
health—climate and ecological 
breakdown. 

“The  l o ckdown  was  an 
opportunity to confront the huge 
challenges of climate change but 
the government, addicted to the 
malignant ideology of unlimited 
economic growth, is now pushing 
us in the opposite direction,” he 
said. 

News of the rebellion comes as 
the group said it would change 
how it relates to the police on 
protests. 

XR has come under renewed 
pressure amid the Black Lives 
Matter movement for encouraging 

protesters to see the police as 
“allies” on protests. 

It released a statement last 
week admitting that its strategy 
of mass arrests and potential jail 
time didn’t recognise the “stressful, 
intimidating and sometimes deadly 
experience marginalised people 

face at the hands of the police”. 
And the group called for “a 

rebellion that challenges the 
systems on which the climate 
emergency thrives”.

It also said the rebellion 
should “prioritise anti-racism and 
solidarity with all people striving 

for equality and justice.” XR set 
out an action plan that included 
updated training for rebels, 
prioritising anti-racism action 
and an increased focus on the XR 
international networks.
For more see facebook.com/
events/901209047010625

EXTINCTION REBELLION marching in central London earlier this year  Picture: Guy Smallman

Grenfell survivors shut out of inquiry as cladding bosses testify 
SURVIVORS OF the Grenfell 
Tower fire are furious at being 
kept out of the public inquiry as 
those responsible for installing 
flammable cladding testify this 
week.

Bosses involved in a 
disastrous refurbishment of the 
west London tower block were 
set to face the inquiry, which 
resumed on Monday. 

But survivors, bereaved 
relatives and their supporters 
will be denied entry, and told to 
follow it online instead.

A statement from the inquiry 
said social distancing rules 
meant attendance would be 
“restricted to those whose 
physical attendance is essential 
for hearings to take place.”

The inquiry resumed after 
being paused since March due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

In a consultation, key 

participants were given three 
options on how they would like 
the inquiry to proceed. 

The inquiry said most preferred 
to resume hearings with 
“limited attendance” once social 
distancing rules had been relaxed.

Other options included 
suspending hearings until social 
distancing rules were lifted 
completely, and conducting 
hearings remotely via video.

Responsible
Yet the Justice4Grenfell campaign 
group said survivors thought 
“limited attendance” meant at 
least some of them would be 
allowed to attend in person.

Instead representatives of the 
firms responsible for the safety 
of the tower will give evidence 
without having to face them.

Nabil Choucair, who lost six 
members of his family in the 

fire, said it was vital survivors be 
allowed in, “for them to see our 
faces. We are the families that 
have had families taken from us.”

Karim Mussilhy of the families 
group Grenfell United said, “It’s 
hard to understand why people 
are allowed back into pubs, but 
we’re not allowed back into the 
inquiry. They told us we would 
be at the heart of this inquiry 
and now they are saying we’re 
not allowed in.”

The decision to block 
attendance came ahead of 
testimonies from companies 
responsible for installing 
flammable cladding on the tower 
in a 2016 refurbishment.

Those facing questios were 
set to include executives from 
Rydon, which was responsible 
for the refurbishment and the 
selection of the cladding.

Executives from Exova, 

the fire engineers accused of 
down playing the danger of the 
cladding, were also set to face 
questions.

The decision also follows a 
ruling that oral evidence given 
to the inquiry on behalf of 
companies can’t be used in later 
criminal prosecutions. Firms 
including Rydon had applied for 
immunity—and been granted it 
by Tory attorney general Suella 
Braverman.

Justice4Grenfell said it had 
“Serious concerns that the 
inquiry only sees Grenfell as a 
building that failed and not the 
people who were failed.

“It appears that even after 
these corporate companies 
were granted immunity for their 
oral evidence by the attorney 
general—they are now given 
additional special measures to 
further protect them.”Survivors need justice
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   Post bosses retreat,  
 but don’t trust them 
by NICK CLARK

ROYAL MAIL bosses and 
CWU union leaders have 
said they are working on 
a deal that could end their 
latest long-running dis-
pute over jobs and working 
conditions.

In a statement Royal Mail 
and the CWU said they were 
beginning discussions on 
resolving the dispute, as well 
as “changes” to the company.

It comes after former chief 
executive Rico Back stepped 
down from his job following 
the threat of widespread 
unoff ic ial  walkouts by 
workers in May.

Postal workers have twice 
geared up for national strikes 
against plans to smash up 
Royal Mail, costing thou-
sands of jobs.

Action
They voted overwhelmingly 
to strike in October last year. 
But planned action was called 
off after bosses used a court 
injunction to rule their ballot 
unlawful. 

Another overwhelming 
vote for action was delayed 
at the start of the coronavi-
rus crisis.

Back wanted to split up 
Royal Mail into a parcels 
company run for profit, and 

a letters company that would 
be run down. 

H i s  p l a n s  i n v o l v e d 
transferring Parcelforce 
workers over to a new private 
parcels company and pushing 
through “restructures” in 
Royal Mail workplaces.

But after CWU members 
threatened widespread 
walkouts over a threat to 
ditch Saturday deliveries, 
Back resigned.

Now h i s  t empora ry 
replacement appears to have 
dropped plans to transfer 

Parcelforce workers, as well 
as many of the localised 
attacks on conditions.

Bosses also pledged to 
agree a pay deal for 2020.

The statement between 
union leaders and bosses 
also says they “support” 
protections of jobs and 
conditions—but that those 
are up for “review”.

This is because bosses still 
want to reorganise Royal Mail 
to cope with falling letter 
volumes and an increase in 
parcels. Any plan for Royal 

Mail has to be on the basis 
of running a service based on 
public need—not the needs 
of shareholders.

Workers shouldn’t accept 
any deal that asks them to 
make sacrifices for bosses’ 
profits.

nTHERE ARE mounting 
job security fears among 
CWU members across BT 
Group. This follows the 
announcement by Group 
Business Services of major 
site rationalisation proposals.

UNIVERSITIES FIREFIGHTERSPOWER WORKERS

Fury  over levy move as 
major attacks threatened 
ACTIVISTS IN the UCU 
union are resisting a 
planned levy on members 
announced by general 
secretary Jo Grady.

Grady said the levy would 
boost the union’s fighting 
fund. It has sparked anger 
from union members. 

Several have questioned 
why all members should 
pay the same flat £15 rate 
when earnings are widely 
different.

Many casualised staff, 
who have suffered loss of 
hours and pay during the 
pandemic, were furious.

Workers were also angry 
at a UCU online meeting 
held to explain the levy 
last week, where there was 
no chance for members to 
voice their opinions.

Activists in the UCU 
Left said that Grady tried 

to blame problems in the 
union on left activists.

This included the idea 
that pushing for national 
strikes was financially 
reckless.

UCU Left said, “Members 
voted overwhelmingly for 
action in ballots. We were 
right to fight then and it is 
right to fight now.”

Some 16,000 people 
have joined the UCU since it 
fought to defend pensions, 
pay and conditions. There 
is a growing need for more 
resistance as now.

The Institute for Fiscal 
Studies suggested that 
13 universities could go 
bust without a government 
bailout.

UCU Left said the union 
needs “a national campaign” 
to resist attacks on further 
and higher education.

POSTAL WORKERS showed in February they were ready to fight                   Picture: Guy Smallman 

HEALTH campaigners 
marked the 72nd birthday of 
the NHS last weekend with 
a series of protests against 
Tory cuts and privatisation.

In Nottingham, activists 
braved wind and driving rain 
to hold a banner drop from a 
motorway bridge. 

They report there was 
“loads of hooting” during the 
rush hour to their banner 
reading, “Our NHS deserves 
more than a clap on 72nd 
birthday.” 

On the same day around 
40 people gathered outside 
the Bristol Royal Infirmary in 
a protest called by the Bristol 
Corona Crisis—People Before 
Profit Network. It was backed 
by Labour Party members, 
supporters of Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) and many 
other campaigners. 

Other protests highlighted 
the disproportionate deaths 
of black and Asian people 
from coronavirus. 

In Harlow the local SUTR 

group held a protest outside 
the local hospital, reading 
out the names of health 
workers who have died.

And health workers at the 
Homerton hospital in east 
London came out and took 
the knee to say Black Lives 
Matter.

Protests took place in 
other towns and cities, 
including in Glasgow, Chorley 
and south London.

Health unions are 
demanding the government 
moves on from clapping 
workers and delivers an early 
pay rise.

Fourteen unions 
representing 1.3 million 
workers have called for pay 
talks to start soon so staff 
get a wage boost before the 
end of the year.

Health workers are nearing 
the end of a bad three-year 
pay deal. 

Winning on pay will 
require action, not   pleas to 
the Tories.

 Delay won’t  
 douse  claim
FIREFIGHTERS HAVE been 
left waiting as employers 
missed a deadline to make a 
pay offer.

The FBU union has said it 
is disappointed not to have 
received an offer from fire 
service national employers, 
which was due on 1 July.

The FBU last month 
demanded an “immediate 
and substantial increase” 
to firefighter pay to tackle 
a decade of austerity and 
government pay freezes.

However, employers have 
cited “practical problems” 
with employer consultation 
meetings as a reason for the 
delay.

There must be no more 
delay in producing an offer 
that recognises firefighters’ 
worth.

Any pay agreement 
reached after the 1 July 
deadline must be backdated 
to that date.

Strike vote 
open at Drax
WORKERS AT the Drax power 
station in North Yorkshire were 
this week beginning a ballot 
for strikes to resist some  
230 proposed redundancies.

They have overwhelmingly 
rejected the latest offer from 
the company. In a consultative 
ballot 84 percent said no to the 
management plans.

The workers’ Unite union  
said that if workers vote for 
strikes it would be the first time 
that such action had taken place 
at the highly profitable plant. It 
is owned by Drax Group Ltd.

The dispute centres on the 
six-unit site at Selby, where the 
company is planning to close 
two coal-fired units next April. 

The other four units are 
biomass, using wood chip 
pellets. The coal powered 
units are being replaced by gas 
generation ones.

There needs to be sustainable 
energy production, but workers 
must not pay the price for it.

 Ethiopia demonstration  
UP TO 1,000 Ethiopians 
and their supporters 
protested outside the 
country’s embassy in 
London last Friday against 
the killing of a musician.

The demonstration came 
after the killing of Hachalu 
Hundessa, whose songs 
highlighted the plight of the 
oppressed Oromo people 
in Ethiopia. It has sparked 
resistance and repression 
in Ethiopia, with at least 

166 protesters dead and 
many more wounded.

Bilsuma came on a 
delegation from Manchester 
to the protest in London. 

“The government 
has responded to the 
protests with guns and 
shut down the internet so 
there is a blackout,” she 
told Socialist Worker. 

Activists plan a protest 
in Manchester to the BBC’s 
Salford Media City.

HEALTH WORKERS 

TRANSGENDER RIGHTS

ETHIOPIA

ROYAL MAIL

OVER 1,000 people 
demonstrated in Parliament 
Square, London, in support 
of trans rights last Saturday.

They highlighted the 
expected government decision 
to abandon reforms to the 
Gender Recognition Act.

The reforms would have 
made it easier for trans 
people to self-identify and 
legally change their gender.

Prior to the 2019 election, 
the changes were widely 
expected to happen. But Liz 
Truss, minister for equalities, 
has supported demands from 
right wing bigots and some 
anti-trans women’s groups to 
reject the proposals.

She now plans to bring 
in new “protections” for 
women-only spaces which 
would exclude trans women 
from using them.

Saturday’s energetic, loud 
and defiant demo was called 
by a few individuals.  

For over three hours 
people from the crowd spoke 
about their experiences and 
outlined the demands of the 
movement. And a number of 

speakers drew links between 
the Black Lives Matter 
movement and the fight for 
trans rights. 

There was also a 
demonstration of around 250 
people in Liverpool and other 
protests in Plymouth and 
Milton Keynes.
Ursla Hawthorne

nAROUND 150 people 
attended a protest in 
Newcastle against the Tories’ 
attack on trans rights. 

It was organised by Stand 
Up To LGBTQ+ Hate Crime 
North East (SUTLHC).

Trans people spoke on 
an open mic and shared 
their concerns about the 
government’s actions.

Jayden from SUTLHC 
said, “What the 
government is doing is 
absolutely disgusting.

“I filled out the Gender 
Recognition Act consultation, 
I wanted the reforms and  
70 percent of the people who 
filled out the consultation 
wanted those reforms too.”
Liam Tuckwood

 Angry call for trans rights

 Protests on NHS birthday
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 STRIKERS FIGHT  
 COUNCIL CUTS 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

TOWER HAMLETS council 
workers vowed to keep up 
the fight as the Labour-run 
council sacked and rehired 
them on worse contracts on 
Monday.

Hundreds of Unison union 
members in the east London 
borough walked out on the 
day of the imposition. 

It was the second of three 
days of walkouts against the 
Tower Rewards scheme and 
followed a solid strike last 
Friday. 

Amina, a Unison rep at 
Albert Jacob House, said the 
turnout is “very high on our 
second day”. 

“Today were officially 
sacked,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “So we’re standing 
out  here  toge ther  in 
solidarity.

“We still do not accept 
what they want to do.”

Racism
Amina said that the Tower 
Rewards scheme would 
deepen “systematic racism” 
because “so many of us 
affected are low paid, women 
and BAME”. 

She added that Labour 
mayor John Biggs and other 

council officials were hypo-
critical for “taking the knee” 
at recent Black Lives Matter 
protests. “You’ve got people 
like Biggs taking the knee and 
then taking money out of our 
pockets,” she said. 

Tania, a social worker, 

had joined the union on the 
day of the first walkout last 
Friday. 

“I just felt so bad about 
what was going on,” she told 
Socialist Worker. “I said to 
myself, ‘I’ve got to join.’ 

“I didn’t feel valued or 

respected.” The “Tower 
Rewards” scheme would 
slash severance pay by at 
least 80 percent, gut the 
flexitime scheme, cut travel 
allowances and reduce night 
work supplements. 

It would also cut  workers’ 

increments as they move up 
the pay scale.

Justine, a Unison stew-
ard for schools, told Socialist 
Worker that slashing sev-
erance pay would mean 
workers lose thousands of 
pounds and make it cheaper 

for the council to lay people 
off. 

“I would lose around 
£10,000—that’s a big chunk 
and I would end up with 
peanuts,” she explained. 

Tower Hamlets coun-
cil suspended the scheme at  
the start of the pandemic, but 
is now pressing ahead. 

Workers are furious that 
a Labour council is pushing 
through Tory policies. 

Momtaz, another Unison 
member, said it was “dis-
graceful” that the council 
can do it—“especially as it’s 
a Labour council”.

“We’ve worked really 
hard, with a lot of goodwill, 
through the pandemic,” she 
told Socialist Worker. “This 
is the thanks that we get.” 

Workers’ action has forced 
splits in the Labour adminis-
tration, with ten councillors 
signing an open letter against 
Tower Rewards last week.

Further strikes are planned 
unless the council retreats.

Every trade unionist 
should support them—and 
organise strikes in their own 
workplaces against bosses’ 
attempts to make workers 
pay for coronavirus.
For solidarity details and picket 
line locations go to  
bit.ly/TowerRewards

WORKERS MOUNTED pickets across Tower Hamlets         Pictures: Guy smallman

 Bin workers refuse to cross workers’ picket lines
TOWER HAMLETS bosses 
are using the police to 
try to break solidarity 
from other groups 
of workers who have 
refused to cross council 
workers’ picket lines. 

Unison union members 
mounted picket lines 
outside the council’s refuse 
depot on Silvocea Way 
on Friday of last week. 

Bin workers in the 
Unite union, who were 
not officially on strike, 
refused to cross the picket 
line in solidarity. One 
worker said they held 
out for three hours until 
“heavier-handed policing” 
moved people on.

At the other end of 

the depot, where school 
transport drivers are based, 
workers in other unions 
didn’t cross the picket line.

The bullying tactics 
didn’t deter workers from 
mounting a larger picket 

line of around 15 people 
on Monday morning. 

Bosses called the 
police who arrested—and 
then de-arrested—three 
people for obstructing 
the highway. Terry, a 

Unite union shop steward 
and bin worker, said 
they wouldn’t cross the 
picket lines “because 
we believe in workers’ 
rights”. “The council is 
trying to sack and rehire 
workers and we feel they 
will do it to us next,” he 
told Socialist Worker.

The workers were 
recently brought 
back in house from 
outsourcer Veolia, with 
a guarantee of the same 
terms and conditions 
until next March. 

Terry added their 
own industrial action “is 
the only way” to beat 
back bosses’ attacks 
down the line.

Union pledges its ‘full 
support’ for key dispute
UNISON UNION leader 
Dave Prentis has  
told Tower Hamlets 
strikers they have “got 
the full support of your 
general secretary”.

Prentis slammed 
Labour mayor John 
Biggs and the council 
for sacking and rehiring 
thousands of workers 
on worse contracts. 
“We can’t condone 
such bad behaviour in 
our society,” he said.

“For a council to do 
this while we’re still 
in a pandemic crisis, 

it’s not only wrong it’s 
absolutely immoral.” 

He added that 
“we will make sure” 
Biggs “understands 
the message we’re 
saying today”. 

Prentis was speaking 
at an online strike 
rally that heard live 
reports from picket 
lines and received 
solidarity messages. 

There must be  
complete backing and 
solidarity for the strikes 
from every level of the  
union. 

Refuse workers refused to cross the striker’s picket line
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