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 TORY FINE
 HYPOCRISY
‘GET BACK TO WORK AND MAKE US PROFITS’

ORGANISE A RAVE—£10,000 FINE

FACTORIES HIT BY COVID—IT’S FINE TO CARRY ON

ENVIRONMENT

Protests kick off a 
new rebellion over 
climate change
EXTINCTION Rebellion 
supporters staged marches 
to Parliament Square in 
London on Tuesday.

The protests were part of a 
planned two weeks of action. 

Events also took place in 
Cardiff and Manchester. 

Rebels want government 
action over climate change. 
>>Page 20

ANTI-RACISM

Trump inspired 
US vigilante 
shootings
THOUSANDS OF marchers 
descended on Washington 
DC last week to demand 
justice for black people 
killed by racist police.

Donald Trump has tried 
to turn the movement into 
an object of hate. Two Black 
Lives Matters protesters 
were murdered last week by 
a hardline Trump supporter.
>>Page 7

CORONAVIRUS

Reactionary demo 
says no to Covid 
safety measures
AROUND 10,000  
anti-lockdown protesters 
gathered in London’s 
Trafalgar Square 
last Saturday. 

Organisers said their aim 
was to call for the repeal of 
the Coronavirus Act.

The protest attracted far 
right supporters. 
>>Page 6
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 Cop who told of Lawrence case 
corruption in perjury probe
A  C O R R U P T  d e t e c t i v e 
turned supergrass whose 
claims against Scotland Yard 
led to the second Stephen 
Lawrence inquiry is being 
probed for perjury.

Neil Putnam is being 
investigated by the National 
Crime Agency, which is 
believed to be preparing 
evidence for prosecutors.

Last month Scotland 
Yard closed its investigation 
into Stephen’s killing, 27 
years after he died in a 
racially‑motivated attack.

The original probe failed 
to convict the murderers.

They are Gary Dobson and 
David Norris,  Neil and Jamie 
Acourt and Luke Knight. 

Putnam claimed another 
officer on the case, John 
Davidson, had confessed to 
being paid by Norris’s father 
Clifford

He said in 1998 he told 

anti‑corruption detectives, 
who were secretly keeping 
him up to date with the 
Macpherson inquiry, of the 
admission.

But his claims were not 
fully given to the inquiry, 
which found the Met to be 
“institutionally racist” and 
said there were systemic 
failures in the probe.

Leaked police papers in 
2012 gave light to his claims 
about former detective 
sergeant Davidson. The 

Crown Prosecution Service 
confirmed Putnam had made 
allegations about Davidson 
to anti‑corruption police 
in 1998, which brought 
about the inquiry into police 
corruption.

During a review by Mark 
Ellison QC, the barrister 
said in 2014 there were 
“ r e a s o n a b l e  g r o u n d s ” 
to  suggest  Davidson ’ s 
relationship with Clifford 
amounted to corruption. 

He said Scotland Yard had 

reason to believe the detective 
could have been corrupt, but 
the evidence was not handed 
to the Macpherson inquiry in 
full. 

His review also said 
Putnam’s claims were not 
properly looked into, which 
led to an NCA investigation 
for the Independent Office 
for Police Conduct.

But last summer the 
watchdog said there was 
“no indication of corruption 
on the part of Davidson 
relating to the original 
Stephen Lawrence murder 
investigation”.

The  Me t  de s t royed 
documents and police could 
not find “material evidence” 
of corruption, making any 
prosecution difficult.

It now looks like the last 
prosecution in the case will 
be of a cop who revealed 
corruption.

lA TORY MP asked for nine pence in 
expenses for a car journey of 330 

yards. Records show Alex Stafford put in 
another six mileage claims for journeys 
that set him back less than £1 within four 
months of being elected in December.

The Tory MP for Rother Valley also 
claimed £97 for a rail ticket for his wife 
Natalie to travel from their former home 
in London to the South Yorks seat.

 Culture secretary 
backs slaver statue 
A SENIOR government 
minister intervened to tell 
an east London museum 
not to remove the statue of 
a notorious slave trader. 

The museum went 
through with the decision 
to keep the statue 
despite a consultation 
finding that most people 
wanted it taken down.

The director of The 
Museum of the Home 
feared being “extremely 
compromised” by an 
intervention from 
the culture secretary 
Oliver Dowden. 

He had suggested 
leaving up the statue of 
slaver Sir Robert Geffrye.

Dowden wrote in a 
letter to the museum 
that “removing statues, 

artwork and other 
historical objects is not 
the right approach” 
in the wake of Black 
Lives Matter protests.

He added, “Historical 
objects were created by 
previous generations, 
who often had different 
perspectives and different 
understandings of 
right and wrong.”

The campaign to remove 
Geffrye’s statue continues.

Sick cops rest and  
recuperate on full pay
AROUND one 
in 12 police 
officers is doing 
“restrictive and 
recuperative” 
work.

Many are 
restricted to 
desk‑based tasks, 
such as filling in forms or 
answering phones.

Cops on recuperative 
duties can work reduced 
hours on full pay.

The 10,466 total 
counted at the start of 
the financial year is up 
from 7,020 in 2018.

nA WEST Yorkshire 
Police Community 
Support Officer has been 

sentenced to 
ten months in 
prison after 
admitting two 
online sexual 
offences.

David 
Mallard, who 

was based at 
the Leeds North West 

Neighbourhood Policing 
Team, admitted two 
offences at Bradford 
Magistrates Court last 
month, 

He attempted to cause 
a female aged 13 or 
over to engage in sexual 
activity and attempted 
to engage in sexual 
communication with a 
child.

Jet set tax 
avoidance
OLEG TINKOV Is a Russian 
billionaire who likes private 
jets and luxury homes that 
bear his name, just like the 
online bank he founded.

He also likes the Isle of 
Man.

In February, Tinkov’s 
family flew a £43 million 
plane between three 
countries in one day 
while celebrating his son 
Roman’s 17th birthday.

While Tinkov has been 
accused of tax fraud in the 
US, he’s been able to save 
millions legally in the Isle 
of Man, a British crown 
dependency.

Tinkov established an 
opaque jet leasing structure 
that enabled him to avoid 
tax payments on three 

private jets reportedly 
worth around £85 million.

He effectively leased 
the jets to himself through 
anonymous offshore 
companies. He thereby 
qualified for tax exemptions 
that would not apply if he 
had simply purchased the 
planes.

Tinkov’s scheme was 
first made public in 2017 
with the publication of the 
Paradise Papers.

In 2018 the European 
Commission called for 
Britain to clamp down on 
what it called “abusive 
tax practices in the Isle of 
Man”. 

A BBC investigation 
had found that authorities 
there refunded more than 
£790 million to 231 aircraft 
leasing companies.

British authorities 
launched an inquiry, but 
concluded that there was 
“no evidence of aircraft 
VAT avoidance in the Isle of 
Man”.

Now, a fresh leak of bank 
documents from a branch 
of the Cayman National 
bank on the Isle of Man 
shows at least 12 other 
jet owners used similar 
schemes to Tinkov’s.

Since October 2011, 
almost 300 applications 
to the island’s customs 
authority for a total 
exemption from VAT for 
importing a plane have 
been given the green light. 

An analysis by Global 
Witness found this saved 
the owners almost  
£1 billion—equivalent 
to the Isle of Man 
government’s entire budget 
for 2020.

Alex Stafford
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‘If the left gains 
power, they 
will demolish 
the suburbs, 
confiscate your 
guns’
US President Donald Trump  
on the election trail

‘We have to wake 
up and smell the 
coffee’
New Lib Dem leader Ed Davey 
tell his supporters they are not 
that popular

‘Anything 
that sends a 
message out 
that it’s not safe 
in the corridor 
means that it 
can’t be safe in 
the classroom 
and we’re on a 
slippery slope’
Tory MP Huw Merriman says 
children shouldn’t wear masks 
in schools

‘They consciously 
allowed the 
disease to 
spread’
Sir David King, a former 
chief scientific adviser, says 
there my be up to 50,000 
unnecessary deaths

‘A scaredy-cat 
nation of masked 
hypochondriacs’
The Sun’s Trevor Kavanagh 
complains “health fascism” is  
stopping a return to work
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l PRITI PATEL’S Home Office has been 
forced to delete an anti-refugee video 

from Twitter after outcry from lawyers.
But while the department confirmed it 

“should not have been posted”, it has so 
far refused to explain why it was.

The 21-second clip claimed “activist 
lawyers” are taking advantage of 
EU rules to frustrate their policy of 
deporting migrants with no right to 
remain.

Oliver Dowden

FORMER COP Neil Putnam

Oleg Tinkov



Refugee 
found dead 
next to baby
A WOMAN seeking asylum in 
Britain and living in extreme 
poverty has been found dead 
beside her malnourished 
baby in a Glasgow flat. 

Mercy Baguma, from 
Uganda, was found dead on 
22 August in the Govan area 
of the city. The baby boy 
was rushed to hospital for 
treatment but was released 
after two days.

Mercy, aged 34, was a 
victim of a brutal welfare 
system and of a racist 
immigration regime. She was 
an asylum seeker who lost 
her job after her official leave 
to remain expired.

This meant Mercy was no 
longer allowed to work and 
she and her son had to rely 
on food from friends and 
charities.

Robina Qureshi, director 
of the charity Positive Action 
in Housing said, “Why are 
mothers and babies being 
left to go hungry in this 
city? Why is it being left to 

charities and volunteers to 
pick up the pieces?

“There is no safety net if 
you’re a refugee or migrant. 
You are left destitute and 
without resources.

“Would this mother be 
alive if she was not forced 
out of her job by this cruel 
system that stops you from 
working and paying your way 
because a piece of paper 
says your leave to remain 
has expired?

Lawyer and anti-racist 
activist Aamer Anwar said, 
“Mercy Baguma was left 
destitute by a barbaric racist 
immigration system. She had 
a right to life, yet was left 
with no hope. 

“How sad it is that while 
we say Black Lives Matter we 
do not scream out in pain for 
those like Mercy or her baby 
now without a mother.”

Mercy died because of 
a system that also killed 
Abdulfatah Hamdallah last 
week when he drowned in 
the English Channel.

The politicians and the 
media who scapegoat 
refugees and urge on the 
dismantling of the welfare 
system are to blame for 
these deaths.

Notting Hill protest calls 
for justice and equality
THE BLACK Lives Matter (BLM) 
that burst onto the streets in 
the wake of the police murder of 
George Floyd has not gone away. 

Around 1,500 people took to the 
streets of Notting Hill in west London 
on the bank holiday weekend.  

Chants of, “The UK is not inno-
cent,” and, “Enough is enough,” rang 
out as people marched down the 
Bayswater Road to Hyde Park. 

The crowd sung Bob Marley’s 
Redemption song, lay down in the 
road and raised their fists in the air. 

One of the march organisers, youth 
worker Sasha Johnson, said she 
wants the movement to “empower 
the community”. 

“As a people, we’re not going to 
stop until we have equal rights and 
justice,” she said. 

”Our message is listen to us, hear 
our words, we want sustainable and 
tangible change.

“We don’t just want tokenistic 
promises, we don’t want it to come 
from a hegemonic standpoint. 

“We want it to be for the people.”
Marchers’ demands included 

taking money from police budgets 
and putting it into youth and com-
munity services. 

Defund
This echoes calls to “defund the 
police” made by the Black Lives 
Matter movement in the US.

Another  organiser ,  author 
Anthony Spencer, says they put on 
the march because fighting institu-
tional racism is a “huge task”. 

“This is not a hardened protesters’ 
march, this is a family protest march 
for people who don’t normally pro-
test,” he said. 

“We’re trying to have a louder 
voice.”

The march took place during the 
annual Notting Hill Carnival, which 
was moved online due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. 

It came as new figures showed 

how systematic racism locks many 
black people into low pay and 
poverty.

They showed that the average 
black Caribbean household was 
worth £89,000 in the middle of the 
past decade. 

This compares with household 
wealth of £282,000 for an aver-
age white British household and 
£266,000 for an Indian household. 

Black African and Bangladeshi 
households suffered the most, with 
household wealth of just £24,000 
and £22,000. 

These inequalities largely stems 

from how class and racism shape the 
sort of jobs people are likely to do. 

Black workers earn on average 
around 9 percent less than white 
British workers, and Bangladeshi 
workers 20 percent less. 

On the same day around 100 anti-
racists held a solidarity protest at a 
hotel housing asylum seekers in 
Epping Forest in London. 

It came after Nazi group Britain 
First tried to intimidate refugees at 
hotels, including in Birmingham, 
Newcastle and Epping Forest. 

The Nazis have been embold-
ened by racist rhetoric over refugees 

from Boris Johnson and home sec-
retary Priti Patel. The protest out-
side The Bell Hotel was organised 
by the Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
local groups in Waltham Forest, 
Bishop’s Stortford and Harlow and 
the Care4Calais aid organisation.  

SUTR and Care4Calais also pro-
tested outside the Home Office in 
central London on Tuesday of last 
week.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

THE MARCH in Notting Hill 

Mercy Baguma
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Tens of thousands face 
death says leaked report
SOME 85,000 people 
could die from 
Covid-19 in Britain this 
winter, according to 
a leaked government 
report.

The report, from the 
government’s Sage 
advisory group, said 
the figure would be 
a “reasonable worst 
case scenario”. 

It also says that, 
while an increase in 
deaths could lead 
to more lockdown 
restrictions, schools 
would likely stay open.

The report stressed 
that the figures are 

not predictions. But 
there is widespread 
agreement that virus 
cases are likely to 
rise as colder weather 
kicks in.

And the latest 
figures suggest that 
cases are already 
rising.

Some 1,715 people 
tested positive for 
the virus in Britain 
on Sunday. It’s the 
biggest weekend 
number of cases since 
17 May, when the 
figure was 1,838. 

And the total new 
daily cases was the 

highest on any day 
since 4 June. By 
Sunday, there had 
been 334,467 positive 
tests for the virus, and 
officially over 41,000 
deaths. But the real 
number of deaths is 
thought to be higher. 

Some people die 
without being tested 
for the virus. 

And the Tories 
changed the way 
that virus deaths are 
calculated, so that 
only those who die 
within 28 days of 
a positive test are 
counted.

A temporary mortuary in east London at the beginning of the pandemic 

Reopening of universities 
will be ‘recipe for disaster’ 
THE UCU union 
has called on the 
government to ditch 
plans to reopen 
university campuses 
in September.

The reopening of 
universities would see 
the migration of over 
a million students 
across Britain. 

The UCU said this 
could turn universities 
into the “care homes 
of a second wave” of 
the pandemic.

UCU general 
secretary Jo Grady 

said that reopening 
universities “is a 
recipe for disaster”.

“It is time for 
the government to 
tell universities to 
abandon plans for 
face-to-face teaching,” 
she said. “Refusing to 
act will only store up 
problems further down 
the line as courses are 
forced to move online 
and students forced 
into lockdown.

“We need to move 
all teaching online for 
the first term of the 

new academic year, 
as recommended by 
Independent Sage.”

Grady added that 
the government must 
underwrite universities 
for any loss in income.
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No cash for 
virus health 
and safety 
as schools 
open doors   
by SADIE ROBINSON 

SCHOOLS DON’T have enough 
money to protect children and 
staff against coronavirus. Yet 
the Tories want schools across 
England to begin fully reopening 
from this week.

The NASUWT union said schools 
are already abandoning plans to buy 
special wipes to clean desks and 
chairs due to lack of money. 

It said schools need at least an 
extra £2.38 billion, assuming that 
extra costs related to Covid-19 
account for 5 percent of spending.

The Tories closed a coronavirus 
schools fund, brought in to cover 
extra costs associated with Covid-
19, on 21 July. They say there could 
be a “second claims window” in the 
autumn—but there are no details.

Paul Gosling, head teacher at 
Exeter Road primary school in 
Devon, said he couldn’t afford to 
have a cleaner on site to clean 
shared spaces.

“I cannot plan to have a cleaner 
on site if I have no idea if I will be 
able to claim against the fund,” 
he said. “So I am balancing safety 
against financial stability.”

Urged 
Tory education secretary Gavin 
Williamson has urged parents to 
send their children back to school, 
claiming schools are safe.

The reality is that, after years 
of Tory cuts, schools can’t afford 
to carry out the safety measures 
required. And the issue of safety 
goes beyond individual schools.

The Tories want schools reopened 
so that they can drive parents back 
to work (see right). Reopening 
schools will push many more people 
into unsafe environments during 
 commutes and in workplaces.

The Tories ridiculously claim 
that helping disadvantaged chil-
dren is their number one priority. 
Yet they once again waited until the 
last minute to publish guidance on 
what schools should do in the event 
of outbreaks.

Guidance for England was pub-
lished on Friday of last week. The 

NAHT head teachers’ union said the 
timing was “reprehensible”.

General secretary Paul Whiteman 
said it “demonstrates a complete 
lack of regard for the well-being of 
school leaders and their teams”.

He is right. The Tories don’t care 
about working class children, school 
workers or parents. They want a 
return to “business as usual” to boost 
bosses’ profits.

Scotland, where schools returned 
earlier this month, has seen a 
number of virus outbreaks. Students 
over 12 now have to wear masks in 
school communal areas. Those aged 
five and over also have to wear 
masks on school transport.

In England, Boris Johnson has flip 
flopped over masks. 

The World Health Organisation 
recommends that children over 12 
wear masks. Yet the Tories advise 
that secondary school students wear 
masks only where there is a local 
lockdown.

There are signs that school 
 workers are worried about safety. 
Some 50,000 people have joined the 
NEU education union since the pan-
demic began.

Union activists, parents and cam-
paigners have to fight to stop the 
Tories putting more lives at risk.

BACK STORY
Tories and bosses are desperate 
to get students back to schools 
from this week 
lThis is part of a broader push to 
force people back to offices and 
workplaces before it’s safe
lThey claim that schools are safe
lBut schools don’t have the 
money to pay for all the health 
and safety measures 
lThe NASUWT teachers’ union 
said schools would need an extra 
£2.38 billion 

A PROTEST against an unsafe return to school in south London in June  Picture: Guy Smallman

Tories try to coax people back to 
unsafe workplaces with threats 
THE TORIES have ramped up 
their drive to get people back 
to offices with a mixture of 
contrived compassion and thinly-
veiled threats.

Ministers were heard across 
TV and radio studios last week 
earnestly discussing the “terrible 
effect on mental health” that 
working from home can have. 

But almost in the same breath 
they warned that working from 
home could mean losing your 
job. A government source told 
the Telegraph newspaper that if 
bosses only rarely saw workers 
in person “that could prove 
problematic for some employees 
in the future”. 

The threats were echoed by 
the bosses’ CBI organisation. It 
demanded that city centre offices 
fully re-open, or risk becoming 
part of a “ghost town”.

The CBI has been one of 
the main drivers of a political 
campaign to get all schools 
back by the beginning of the 
September. Bosses are keenly 
aware that this is the only way 
to return to “business as usual”. 

But CBI boss Carolyn Fairbairn’s 
concern for workers from “dry 
cleaners to sandwich bars” 
doesn’t go that far. 

She admitted to BBC Radio 4 
that she will only be going into 
her office for two days a week 
from September—and that she 
doesn’t expect her staff to “come 
to the office until at least the end 
of the year”.

Daily Mail columnist Richard 

Littlejohn found a new way to try 
to divide workers by saying “one 
person’s working from home is 
another’s P45”.

Littlejohn then admitted that, 
“like most people who write for a 
living, I’ve worked from home for 
the past 30-odd years”.

Large numbers of workers—
who have underlying heath 
conditions or live with those who 
do—are only too aware of the 
risks of working in an office.

First, there is danger of getting 
to work using public transport. 
There are no guarantees that 
commuters will be able to keep a 
reasonable social distance. 

Second, there are hazards 
associated with offices. How 
many people with illnesses such 
as diabetes or asthma would be 
happy to cram into a lift with 
others who may have the virus? 

On these matters, and so many 
more, ministers and bosses are 
absolutely silent. Their demand 
for a return to work and school 
has nothing to do with our 
mental health and well-being. It 
has only to do with profits.

CBI boss Carolyn Fairbairn 

On other pages...
How bosses are putting sports 
profits above safety >>Page 17

Labour fails another test 
LABOUR BEGAN the 
week by demanding 
that exams scheduled 
for next year be 
delayed. 

It said it is unfair 
to expect students 
who have missed 
months of face-to-
face education to sit 
A-Levels and GCSEs 
in May.

It’s right to call 
for extra help for 

students. But we need 
to fight for a lot more 
than delaying exams 
for a few weeks. 

The recent exams 
grading scandal 
showed how the 
system operates to 
keep poorer students 
down. 

The entire system 
needs to go. 

And in the week 
when schools begin 

to fully reopen, the 
Labour Party should 
be demanding that the 
government makes 
schools safe. 

It should defend 
those who don’t 
feel their schools or 
workplaces are safe to 
return to.

Instead it has 
shifted the focus away 
from the Tories and 
school safety.

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

A CRISIS OF CAPITALISM, 
NOT VIRUS LOCKDOWNS

 A
S MILLIONS of people 
fear for their jobs, 
bankers and bosses 
celebrated a bonanza 
on the stock market.

Stock markets in New York, and 
Tokyo saw their biggest August 
surge in more than a decade. 

The big winner, billionaire Elon 
Musk’s Tesla, added £289 billion to 
the value of its shares this year.  

Alongside such obscene wealth, 
millions face poverty as bosses try 
to make workers pay for the crisis. 

And the unemployment crisis is 
about to get worse as the Tories 
wind down the furlough scheme 
that supports millions of jobs.  

Car bosses at BMW have 
announced plans to axe hundreds 
of jobs at sites across the 
Midlands and the South East.

This includes 400 jobs—a 
10 percent cut—at Mini’s 
4,000-strong workforce in 
Oxford. Hundreds of agency 
workers could also lose their jobs, 
and more through the company’s 
supply chain.

In Lancashire, Rolls Royce has 
said it will slash 200 jobs. Bosses 
say the company, which produces 
airplane engines, has seen a  
pre-tax loss of £5.4 billion due 
to the coronavirus pandemic. 

London Gatwick Airport plans to 
get rid of 600 workers— 
24 percent of its workforce.

And the Pret A Manger coffee 
and sandwich chain plans to cut 
over 2,800 jobs and close  
30 stores as many people 
continue to work from home.

The Tory solution is to return 
to “business as usual”. They blame 
Pret job losses on people who 
don’t want to return to the office.

But this shows up an irrational 
way to organise an economy.

The cause of unemployment 
isn’t that there aren’t enough jobs 
that need to be done. It’s because 
of the logic of competition and 
production for profit. 

The car industry, for instance, 

was in crisis long before 
coronavirus and the lockdowns. 

And the problem wasn’t Brexit 
either. The underlying problem is 
that manufacturers are making 
more than they can sell—and this 
flows from the chaos of the market.

As rival manufacturers 
compete to grab a bigger slice 
of the market, they produce too 
many cars. 

But their only solution is 
to intensify competition—and 
produce yet more cars.

There needs to be a fight now 
to save jobs. Unions and the 
Labour Party should be fighting to 
extend the furlough scheme. 

It’s not impossible to win—
Germany has extended its broadly 
similar scheme to the end of 2021.

Coronavirus was only the 
trigger for the economic crisis. 

Global capitalism has suffered 
from an underlying crisis 
of profitability for decades, 
sometimes masked by share price 
rises or financial bubbles.

A socialist economy would be 
democratically-planned to meet 
social and environmental need.

We need to fight for jobs 
now—and for a break with the 
profit system that produces riches 
and poverty.

RACISM COMES FROM TOP
 PRESIDENT Donald Trump’s 

response to the murder of 
two anti-racist protesters 

was to support the killer.
He defended Kyle Rittenhouse 

who shot two people on a Black 
Lives Matter demonstration in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin.

Trump told reporters on 
Monday that protesters “violently 
attacked” Rittenhouse and that 
he was “trying to get away from 
them”. Trump claimed, “He would 
have been, he probably would 
have been killed.” There is not a 

shred of evidence for that. Trump’s 
comments came after a tirade 
against the “far left” and “left wing 
radicals”. 

They underline the way racism 
is driven from the top.

 By endorsing violence against 
protesters and defending a far 
right murderer, Trump legitimises 
a wider racism that shapes society.

 He pushes racist rhetoric that 
leads to racist violence in the 
hope it will win votes.

 In Britain, racist Tory policies—
from anti-immigration drives to 

extra stop and search powers—
validate and feed racist beliefs, 
attitudes and actions. Boris 
Johnson defends the legacy of 
the British empire with the same 
scapegoating agenda as Trump.

 The ruling class has every 
interest in pumping out racism. 
Fuelling racist ideas divides and 
weakens the working class.

 But solidarity can bring our 
class together. Through struggle 
and anti-racist movements, we can 
fight back against the ideas pushed 
onto us by those at the top.

Global capitalism 
has suffered an 
underlying crisis 
of profitability 
for decades

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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 Energy rows reflect  
 deepening rivalries
I RETURNED from holiday on the Greek island of Ithaki 
last weekend. More or less simultaneously prime minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis announced the Greek government’s 
decision to extend its territorial claim over the Ionian Sea 
from six to 12 miles of its western coasts, including Ithaki.

This is about energy. There is a scramble going on to 
grab the gas reserves in the north eastern Mediterranean. 
Blemishing the natural beauty of islands such as Ithaki by 
extracting climate-destroying fossil fuels seems like a kind of 
sacrilege. But it’s bound up with growing rivalries among the 
capitalist classes of the region.

On one side you have Greece, Southern Cyprus, Israel, 
and Egypt, which want to develop a pipeline across the 
eastern Mediterranean. On the other side, you have Turkey 
and its client state in North Cyprus, which claim this project 
violates Turkey’s territorial rights in the area.

To some extent this is an old conflict. Greece hasn’t dared 
extend its territorial claim from six to 12 miles in the Aegean 
Sea, where Greek and Turkish coasts and islands mingle 
closely. This is because Turkey has threatened since the 
1970s to treat this as an act of war.

But the rhetoric is escalating. Turkish president Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan last week used celebrations of the battle of 
Manzikert in 1071—when the Byzantine Empire lost Asia 
Minor to the Seljuk Turks—to do so. He insisted Turkey “will 
take what it is entitled to” in the Mediterranean”. 

“We are tearing up and throwing away the maps of the 
Eastern Mediterranean that imprison us on the mainland,” 
Erdogan’s vice president Fuat Oktay declared in June.

The European Union has started to weigh in heavily on 
the side of Greece and its allies. Its foreign policy chief Josep 
Borrell angered Turkey by flying over disputed waters off 
Cyprus at the end of June. 

Now French president Emmanuel Macron says he is 
sending ships to take part in naval exercises in the area.

Competition over access to gas reserves is interwoven 
with the growing struggle for dominance in a Middle East 
thrown into chaos by the defeat of the US in Iraq and the 
risings of 2011. Erdogan reacted by asserting Turkey’s claim 
to lead the Muslim world.

Antagonised
This antagonised Saudi Arabia, particularly since Erdogan 
also supports different wings of the Muslim Brotherhood. 
The Saudi ruling family loathe the Muslim Brotherhood as a 
longstanding threat to their own claim to Islamic leadership. 
The Syrian war became in many ways a proxy conflict 
between Erdogan, the Saudis, and—yet another rival 
Muslim power—the Shia rulers of Iran.

Libya is another battleground. Until recently, the United 
Nations-backed government in Tripoli was fighting what 
looked like a losing battle against the forces of general 
Khalifa Haftar. He had the support of conservative Arab 
states suspicious of Islamist influence in Tripoli, and of 
France and Russia, both after Libyan oil.

But the Tripoli government’s position was hugely 
strengthened when Erdogan sent Turkish military advisers 
and weapons systems and several thousand Syrian 
mercenaries to resist Haftar. In exchange he got an agreement 
that allows Turkey to drill for oil and gas off the Libyan coast.

Last month’s agreement between Israel and the United 
Arab Emirates to open diplomatic relations belongs to the 
same tapestry. It has nothing to do with “peace” between 
Israel and the Palestinians, as the Trump administration 
claims. The UAE is one of Haftar’s main backers. 

The deal’s timing “reflects the changing agenda and 
the changing balance of power in the Middle East”, Emile 
Hokayemy of the International Institute for Strategic Studies 
told the Financial Times newspaper. “The competition is 
much more intense, and this helps them consolidate not only 
an anti-Iran front, but also a de facto alliance with Israel, 
Egypt, Greece and Cyprus in the eastern Mediterranean.”

At the beginning of the 20th century, Marxists such as 
Rosa Luxemburg and Vladimir Lenin detected the emergence 
of imperialism, as economic competition between firms 
fused with geopolitical rivalries among states. 

Today we see a similar pattern in the Middle East, but 
with local predators mingling dangerously with imperialist 
great powers such as the US, Russia, and France.

 Reactionary protest says no  
 to Covid-19 safety measures
A protest in London 
demanded ‘freedom’ 
but it gave the far 
right an opportunity 
to organise, says 
Isabel Ringrose

A R O U N D  1 0 , 0 0 0 
anti‑lockdown protesters 
gathered in  London’s 
Trafa lgar  Square last 
Saturday.

The event was hosted by 
“Unite For Freedom”. It said 
its aim was to call for the 
repeal of the Coronavirus Act 
because of the power that it 
gives to the government.

The protest attracted far 
right supporters, including a 
group of fascists from the For 
Britain group.

Individuals from the fascist 
fake Yellow Vest groups that 
sprung up in 2019 were there 
too.

One participant  brandished 
the flag of the British Union 
of Fascists. 

The Polish hard right 
Wolnosc party also sent a 
 delegation with flags.

There were also Covid-19 
sceptics and those who 
believe the virus was created 
in a lab or is no worse than 
the flu.

Hoax
They demanded an end to 
government health measures, 
mask-wearing and vaccines, 
claiming the virus is a “hoax”.

Some also advocated 5G 
and QAnon far right theories. 

David Icke, one of the 
organisers, told the police 
in a speech that they were 
“enforcing fascism that your 
own children will have to live 
with”.

Icke is banned from 
Australia for Holocaust denial 

and has said the Rothschilds 
are behind, or helped plan, 
the Covid outbreak.

“An t i - e s t ab l i shment ” 
speeches demanded the right 
to catch coronavirus without 
state interference.

Speakers also said the NHS 
Test and Trace system is an 
attempt to monitor people. 

One called for “no more 
lockdowns, no to vaccines 
and no to government 

lies”. A similar, even more 
 threatening, demonstration 
took place last Saturday in 
Berlin, Germany.

An estimated 38,000 
p e o p l e  g a t h e r e d  a n d 
hundreds of  far  r ight 
protesters also tried to storm 
the Reichstag—Germany’s 
federal parliament.

The demonstrations in 
Britain are emerging out of 
the fragmentation of  support 
for the Tories and Boris 
Johnson.

Unlike in the US, where 
such mobilisations boost 
Donald Trump, in Britain 
Johnson is a hate figure for 
the hard right.

The crisis of the Tories 
means there are many 
people bitterly angry with 
the system. 

And it is right to say that 
the Tories don’t act to pro-
tect the interests of ordinary 
people.

Un fo r tuna te l y  when 
people look to conspiratorial 
explanations for the system’s 
failure, they can provide an 
audience for the far right.

Piers Corbyn, another 
organiser of the event, has 
been fined £10,000 for 
organising a gathering of 
more than 30 people.

Fining him will not stop 
such protests.

The left needs to  organise 
resistance to the Tories, 
racism and the far right.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

LAST SATURDAY’S protest (main) was partly organised 
by David Icke (left)  Main Picture: Pa

 Rave fines aim to shift blame for rise in cases
FINES OF up to £10,000 
have been issued to 
people organising raves in 
England and Wales.

The new rules came 
into force on Friday, 
ahead of the bank holiday 
weekend, and have been 
implemented quickly.

Two organisers of a rave 
in South Wales, which 
had an estimated 3,000 
people at it, were issued 
fixed penalty notices for 
£10,000.

Police in Norfolk shut 
down a music event of 
more than 500 people 
and the Metropolitan 
Police said it shut down 

21 unlicensed music 
events.

Cops have vowed to “do 
everything within their 
power” to prosecute the 
organisers of raves.

Home secretary 
Priti Patel said, “These 
gatherings are dangerous 
and those who organise 
them show a blatant 
disregard for the safety of 
others.”

But the Tories aren’t 
concerned about safety. 

They are pushing for 
workers to return to work 
and the full reopening of 
schools this week, despite 
problems with safety. The 

powers police have been 
given to shut down events 
is worrying. They have 
been quick to shut down 
events involving black 
people.

More fines were 
expected to be issued on 
bank holiday Monday and 
at Extinction Rebellion 
protests planned for 
Tuesday.

Fining organisers is 
a hypocritical move by 
the Tories. They hope to 
blame ordinary people 
for the rise of Covid-19 
cases, instead of taking 
responsibility for the chaos 
they have caused.Cops have worrying new powers
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 US vigilante  
 shootings  
 are inspired  
 by Trump
The Black Lives Matter movement 
is galvanising people to take to the 
streets in the US, says Yuri Prasad 

DESPITE THREATS, violence and 
a tirade of denunciations from 
Donald Trump, the anti-racist 
movement continues to inspire 
millions of people in the US to 
take action.

T h o u s a n d s  o f  m a r c h e r s 
descended on Washington DC 
last week to demand justice and 
to mourn George Floyd, Breonna 
Taylor and other black people killed 
by racist police.

The event came just days after 
the police shooting of Jacob Blake 
in Kenosha, Wisconsin.  

Donald Trump tried to turn the 
movement into an object of hate in 
his speech to last week’s Republican 
Party convention.

“Everything we’ve achieved is 
now in danger,” he said. 

“This election will decide whether 
we will defend the American way of 
life or allow a radical movement to 
completely dismantle and destroy 
it.”

Defining 
The defining event of the week was 
the murder of two BLM protesters 
in Kenosha. 

They were shot by a member of 
the heavily armed right wing mili-
tia that descended on the Mid-West 
town.

Groups of armed white rac-
ists have for some time been able 
to gather near anti-racist protests 
while surrounded by friendly police.

They’ve talked of defending 
property, but in reality wanted to 
spread fear and drive people from 
the streets.

Alexander Reid Ross, from 
the Centre for the Analysis of the 
Radical Right, has documented 
nearly 500 incidents of intimida-
tion or violence by armed civilians 
this summer.

After the killings in Kenosha, 
three things are clear.

First, the guns are not theatri-
cal props—the right wing thugs are 
itching to use them. 

Second, this armed far right 
can be inspired by the speeches of 
Trump to “take action”.  And third, 

that elements of the police collude 
with the vigilantes.

The 17 year old killer Kyle 
Rittenhouse was a hard line Trump 
supporter. His Facebook page was 
littered with praise for the president 
and love for the police, alongside 
pictures of himself handling vari-
ous weapons.

Rittenhouse appears in video 
footage of a Trump rally in Iowa in 
January, just a few feet away from 
his hero.

He had also been a member of 
the Grayslake Police Department’s 
Public Safety Cadet Programme.

It “offers boys and girls the 
opportunity to explore a career 
in law enforcement” through 
“hands-on career activities” such as  
firearms training.

During the Kenosha protests, 
police greeted the vigilantes with 
smiles while offering them bottles 
of water. 

And after Rittenhouse’s  shooting 
spree he calmly walked through 
their lines and was only later 
arrested.

The growing evidence of police 
collusion with the armed far 
right should add extra urgency to 
demands to “defund the police”.

On other pages...
Notting Hill protest calls for justice 
and equality >>Page 3

BACK STORY
Black Lives Matter protests 
erupted in Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
after the police shooting of 
Jacob Blake 
lCops shot Blake seven times at 
point blank range in the back as 
he got into his car 
lHe remains in hospital after the 
incident 
lA far right gunman, 17 year old 
Kyle Rittenhouse, murdered two 
protesters in the town 
lHe was a fan of Donald Trump 
and the police 

MARCHING ON the streets of Kenosha, Wisconsin, after racist police shootings 

 Republican politicians defend far right  
 Kenosha killer to mobilise their base
CELEBRATING THE Kenosha 
murders, some of Donald Trump’s 
high profile media supporters have 
been quick to defend far right 
shooter Kyle Rittenhouse.

Fox News host Tucker Carlson, 
commentator Ann Coulter, and 
former baseball player Aubrey 
Huff have all waded in, with Huff 
describing the killer as a “national 
treasure”.

Trump wants to heighten 
tension in the hope of turning 
“violence” into a key political issue.

He plans to visit Kenosha this 
week to “survey damage from 
recent riots”. 

The truth is that he needs to 
ramp up racial tension and a law 
and order agenda to stand any 
chance of re-election this autumn.

That puts him in a long line of 
Republican politicians who have 
utilised the “Southern Strategy”. 
They portrayed themselves as the 
only thing standing between white 
people and “violent” black people.

First used by former Republican 
president Richard Nixon in the 
era of Black Power in the 1970s, it 
relies on white racist provocations.

Around 1,000 of Trump’s 
supporters formed a convoy 
of 600 trucks into Portland at 

the weekend. They wanted to 
intimidate the city that has been a 
key centre of anti-racist resistance, 
and fired projectiles at BLM 
protesters.

One far right activist from a 
group calling itself “Patriot Prayer” 
was killed.

Democratic Party leaders are 
desperately calling for the BLM 
movement to wind down protests 
or risk Trump’s re-election.

Speaking after the weekend 
protests, Joe Biden was equivocal. 
“I condemn violence of every kind 
by anyone, whether on the left or 
the right,” he said in a statement.

“And I challenge Donald Trump 
to do the same.” Biden added that 
“we must not become a country at 

war with ourselves”. 
But the violence of the right 

must be met with a resolute 
response from the movement.

It is vital that Black Lives Matter 
is not driven from the streets but 
instead returns to them in greater 
numbers. But something more 
than numbers is required too.

There needs to be a force that 
can paralyse the whole economic 
and social system that justifies 
atrocities such as police and 
vigilante murder.

As the US revolutionary socialist 
group Marx 21 said, “We have 
a weapon, which, if deployed 
correctly, can make us strong 
enough to win. That weapon is 
solidarity.

“It is the only tool that is 
powerful enough to counter this 
reactionary alliance of the state 
and the far right.”

Workers need to be encouraged 
to strike. This can build on the 
wave of action that has taken place 
in schools over the last year and 
the wildcat walkouts during the 
Covid-19 crisis.

And socialists should also 
reiterate that, faced with this wave 
of violence, self-defence is no 
offence.

Democrat Joe Biden
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Care for capital drives 
Lukashenko’s policies
BOTH THE West and Russia 
want to push neoliberal policies 
in Belarus.

Lukashenko didn’t pursue 
free market policies after the 
collapse of Stalinist Russia and 
the Eastern Bloc in 1989.

These regimes claimed to be 
“socialist” but they were state 
capitalist. The ruling class—the 
state bureaucracy—exploited 
workers to compete with 
international rivals.

Lukashenko retained a 
lot of the state capitalism 
infrastructure, unlike Russia 
and other former Eastern 
Bloc states. He feared the free 
market could destabilise his 
rule, and staving off mass 
unemployment helped him 
build a popular base.

But his concern was 
the stability of Belarusian 
capitalism, not ordinary people.

From the 2000s Lukashenko 
began some free market 
reforms, such as wage restraint, 
and changes to contracts. This 
culminated in the “parasite 
tax”—a sort of workfare—that 
triggered protests in 2017.

The reforms were part of 
Lukashenko’s balancing act 
between rival imperialisms 
the US, European Union and 
Russia. He hoped market 
reforms would attract 
Western investment, reducing 
dependence on Russia.

But Russian capital also wants 
to get its hands on state‑owned 
companies in Belarus. 

And if the Russian state 
helps Lukashenko survive, its 
oligarchs will demand policies 
that allow them to loot state 
assets.

 Defiant workers protest  
 and ‘go slow’ in Belarus
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

BELARUSIAN ruler Aleksander 
Lukashenko is trying to wear 
down the opposition movement 
through arrests, sackings and 
intimidation.

But the democracy movement 
remains determined. Tens of thou-
sands of people took to the streets 
across the eastern European 
 country last weekend.

It marked the third weekend 
of protest in the wake of a rigged 
 presidential election. 

Leader for 26 years, Lukashenko 
claimed 80 percent of the vote 
against 10 percent for liberal 
 challenger Svetlana Tikhanovskaya.

More than 100,000 people came 
out in the capital Minsk on Sunday 
in the face of Lukashenko’s threat 
to crack down on protesters.

Lines of riot cops and security 
barriers blocked off parts of central 
Minsk. They were backed up by 
riot vans disguised as ambulances, 
water cannons, buses of soldiers 
and armoured personnel carriers.

The state tried to discourage 
people from taking part with 
“preventative arrests” the day 
before.

Riot cops didn’t go on the 
 rampage as they had done in 
the direct aftermath of the elec-
tion. Horror at their violence had 
boosted numbers supporting the 
opposition. But police tried to 
snatch individuals and detained at 
least 125  protesters in the first two 
hours of the rally.

An exuberant mood prevailed on 
the streets. To mark Lukashenko’s 
66th official birthday on Sunday 
chants of, “Tribunal”, and, “resign” 
rang out near the presidential palace.

Orchestra
And the philharmonic orchestra 
played Changes, which had been 
taken up as a protest song during 
the dying days of Stalinist Russia.

The previous day several 
 thousand people joined a March of 
Women in Minsk, chanting, “This 
is our city.”

Lukashenko hopes to ride out the 
crisis through repression. 

At the start of this week he had 
stalled a strike wave that was pre-
viously taking place at more than  
70 state-owned companies across 
the country. 

His thugs arrested leading figures 
of the strike committees for taking 
part in “unauthorised gatherings”.

Miners’ leader at the Belaruskali 
company, Dmitry Kudelevich, said 
the KGB secret police “dragged 
me out of my car, handcuffed me, 
put me in a van”. He escaped by 
 climbing out of a window at a 
 lavatory in the local KGB offices. 

Strikes at the Belaruskali potash 
ore mines sent fear through the 

regime. It is one of the regime’s most 
important exporters,  controlling 
around 20 percent of world potash 
production. Stoppages slashed pro-
duction by up to 40 percent.

The authorities arrested MTZ 
tractor factory strike committee 
chair Sergey Dylevsky and MTAZ 
vehicle factory strike committee 
member Anatoly Lavrinovich.

They also detained Liza Merliak, 
the international secretary of 
the independent trade union, on 
Sunday. Merliak had been part of 
organising stoppages at the Grodno 
Azot chemicals complex, another 
important company for the regime.

Outrage forced her release, but 
she will still face trial.

Some workers are still  refusing 
to go back to work. 

Others are undertaking passive 
resistance to slow down output—
while  organising for future stoppages.

One Grodno Azot worker said, 
“We know that we have to stop 
working so they lose government 
revenue because they use this 
money to buy sticks to beat us with.

“We also know that we cannot 
stop now.”

More unofficial walkouts—but 
on a much bigger and sustained 
scale—have the power to break the 
Lukashenko regime.

On other pages...
How the Tour de France puts 
profits before safety >>Page 17

ROUND-UP
 Israeli army  
 attacks Gaza
ISRAELI TANKS shelled the 
Gaza Strip last Sunday as part 
of a continuing assault on the 
besieged Palestinian enclave.

 The Israeli army has carried 
out attacks on Gaza almost daily 
since 6 August. 

It has also tightened siege 
conditions.

Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip have been living under an 
Israeli-imposed siege for more 
than 13 years. 

There is a severe scarcity of 
drinking water, and more than 
53 percent of people in Gaza 
live below the poverty line.

Recently some Palestinians 
have responded by sending 
firebombs attached to 
helium-filled balloons to cause 
fires in fields on the Israeli side 
of the border. It’s an inventive 
and defiant method of resistance.

 In response, Israel has 
punished Gaza’s entire 
population of two million people 
with fuel import restrictions. 

It has left them with as little as 
three hours of electricity a day.

 Unions plan   
 day of action
THE CGT union federation in 
France has called a national 
day of strikes and protests for 
17 September.

It says that it will oppose the 
government’s attacks on jobs 
and wages and employers who 
are trying to blackmail workers 
into accepting worse contracts.

The FSU and Solidarity union 
organisations and four youth 
organisations have joined the 
appeal to mobilise.

Any such call is welcome.
But the most powerful 

protests in France—workers’ 
support for the Yellow Vests, the 
pension strikes and the health 
workers’ pay campaign—are the 
result of rank and file initiatives.  

To beat president Emmanuel 
Macron it’s necessary to go 
beyond the union leaders’ limits.

FIGURE IT OUT
 2  million Palestinians 

are living under 
Israeli siege in Gaza 
and have faced 
daily attacks since  
6 August

 53  percent of people in 
Gaza live below the 
poverty line

 3  Israel’s siege 
conditions mean 
that Gazans 
sometimes have 
just three hours of 
electricity a day

Aleksander Lukashenko 
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Golfgate shows 
up hypocrisy

MPs, ministers, 
including the EU trade 
commissioner Phil 
Hogan, and a high court 
judge are in trouble in 
Ireland. It was found 
that over 80 of them—
who are part of the 
Irish parliamentary golf 
society—gathered for a 
meal at a fancy hotel in 
County Galway. 

This came as the 
government made 
restrictions on 
gatherings of more than 
six people. Guests were 
at tables of ten meaning 
each table was breaking 
restrictions. 

Daire Cumiskey
East London

Rage at asylum 
seeker’s death 
MERCY BAGUMA should 
not have been denied 
work and then allowed to 
die in Glasgow.

If anything, the system 
should support people 
to work, not kick them 
out of a job that in this 
case was Mercy’s lifeline. 
Truly upsetting. 

Nathalie Awudu 
On Facebook 

lIRRESPECTIVE of your 
immediate rights to stay, 
if you worked here, you 
paid into the system. 
You have a legal right to 
access benefits.  

As far as I am 
concerned it exposes 
a gaping loophole that 
asylum seekers are 
being exploited by the 
immigration policies of 
the Tories.

Mark Giblin 
On Facebook 

Exam scandal to 
keep us down 
IT’S NOT just Gavin 
Williamson and Boris 
Johnson to blame for the 
exams scandal.

It’s the whole Tory 
idea to keep the 
proletariat “where they 
belong”. 

This is the same fight 
against the establishment 
we’ve always had.

Richard Edward Poole
On Facebook

NHS pay demos 
have lifted me 
TAKING PART in the 
rallies for a decent pay 
rise for health workers 
has been such a boost. 

It feels like at last 
we’re doing something 
rather than just sitting at 
a keyboard.

Alice Jameson
West London

Just a 
thought...

Boris and Tim

 Pushed 
back into 
offices 
ON THE Sunday before 
Britain officially went into 
lockdown, I received a text 
message from the bosses at 
the law firm where I work. 
It was strongly encouraging 
all employees to work from 
home. 

I received a second 
message from my line 
manager stating that my 
colleagues—we are 
administrative support 
staff—were exempt from 
the previous message. We 
were expected to come into 
the office as we were 
deemed “essential”.

The “essential” work we 
were doing was delivering 
documents and arranging 
couriers. As the government 
guidelines became stricter, 
it was decided that our 
team would be allowed to 
work from home.

Over the last six months, 
we have been able to 
demonstrate that we can 
adapt our processes and 
work productively from 
home, something previously 
not thought possible.

The company is now 
beginning our return to the 
office.  

We have adapted to the 
challenges of remote 
working and demonstrated 
that we can still provide 
support from home.

But we are still expected 
to go into the office and put 
our lives at risk, all to 
arrange couriers and 
deliver documents.

The feeling among the 
team was that our lives 
were less important than 
everyone else in the 
business.

And some people thought 
we could be  sacrificing to 
keep the business running.

Georgia
East London 

Fight the destruction of 
Russian green spaces 

Debenhams workers show 
fighting back is possible
ON 11 August, I along with 
thousands of other workers at 
Debenhams, was made redundant. 
The primary emotion that all of us 
are feeling is shock, but we are 
also angry. 

We were sacked during a 
conference call that we were told 
to go on, knowing nothing about 
what it would be about. 

Bosses read out a script to us 
and told us we would be paid for 
three days and then we were out. 

What they did to us was against 
the law—we were allowed no 
consultation. 

Now they have made people 
already on minimum wage 
redundant. 

They have made black people 
and disabled people jobless and so 

many of my colleagues are 
terrified about what this means. 

One of my colleagues is now 
having to count pennies to see if 
they can go into town on the bus. 

We are now faced with a 
difficult and cruel jobs market and 
many of us will probably have to 
take jobs on temporary contracts.  

At the end of the day, employers 
are taking advantage of the 
pandemic to cut workers and 
boost their profits. 

And Boris Johnson and the 
Tories are letting this happen. 
They have shown that they are 
firmly on the side of businesses, 
not workers. 

The situation may seem bleak 
but we are determined to fight 
back. 

As soon as the redundancies 
were announced there were 
protests. And these protests are 
now being supported by 
councillors and union leaders. 

We held a very successful 
demonstration last week in which 
we were able to draw parallels 
between our struggle in Britain, 
those in Ireland as well as garment 
workers in Bangladesh that make 
the clothes for Debenhams. 

It is vital unions get behind any 
struggle against the coming jobs 
onslaught. Hopefully, with our 
protests, we are saying that 
fighting back during this period is 
possible, and not only is it possible 
it is absolutely necessary. 

Laila Hasan 
Bolton
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 Tories’ push to open pubs is bad news
SINCE PUBS have been 
allowed open Wetherspoon 
pubs have been heaving. 

On Saturday nights we’d 
usually see queues for the 
bar stretching across 
buildings. Now with the 
new Eat Out to Help Out 
scheme, this has become a 
daily reality for employees. 

The initial promises of 
safety have collapsed, with 
no staff wearing PPE, and 
constant close contact with 
customers.

Pubs are one of the most 
contaminating places, and 
we have to clear glasses 
and serve hundreds of 
customers. But at the same 

time the government is 
requesting we withhold 
from meeting groups of 
friends and family. 

The business has 
received £48.3 million of 
taxpayers’ money during 
the lockdown. And with 

Wetherspoon owner Tim 
Martin’s close relationship 
with the Tory government, 
it is no surprise that they 
will fight to make sure 
Spoons cover their loses.

With the economic strain 
that workers are under, it is 
understandable why 
punters are flocking to 
Spoons for a pint and 
burger for less than £4.

But the safety of workers 
in the service industry and 
customers is the 
government’s responsibility, 
and a second spike will be 
only their fault.

Becki
Bristol 

FOR SEVERAL weeks, 
residents of Nizhny 
Novgorod in western Russia  
have stood in a human 
chain along the green zone 
of the Switzerland park. 
This is located near the 
bank of the Oka river. 

They began to protest at 
the beginning of work on 
the “improvement” of the 
park.

Now access to 
“Switzerland” is closed. The 
city authorities hide the 
project documentation and 
limit the possibility of public 
control over the work. It  

became known that the 
planned developments will 
also cause huge damage to 
the ecosystem of the park 
and many plants and 
animals will die.

But the Ministry of 
ecology refuses to take it 
into account.

Protesting residents of 
the city demand reasonable 
spending of the budget. 
Concerned residents of 
Nizhny Novgorod do not 
want to allow nature to be 
mutilated. 

Socialist Tendency
Russian  Federation



AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

How Britain profited from barbarism
THE SONGS Land of Hope and Glory 
and Rule Britannia will be played 
without lyrics at the BBC Proms 
this year. This led Boris Johnson 
to call for an end to a “bout of self 
recrimination and wetness” about 
British history.

The bloody legacy of the British 
Empire is not something to be 
proud of. Through vicious military 
conquest, it used enslavement, 
massacres, famines and partitions to 
create profit.

It was the largest empire ever 
known, covering a quarter of the 
world and colonising hundreds of 
millions of people. The Union flag 
represents its barbarity.

Its first colonies were established 
in Jamestown, north America, 
in 1607. Upon arrival, the British 
convinced the chief of the local 
Powhatan tribe that his people 
should be put to work supplying the 
colonisers with food.

The Powhatans rose up in revenge, 
but were butchered. Their numbers 

fell from 8,000 to under 1,000.
Britain was responsible for the 

transportation of 3.5 million African 
slaves to the Americas, a third of 
all those transported across the 
Atlantic.

The most profitable West Indian 
colonies were part of the Empire. 
Some, such as Barbados and 
Jamaica, had vicious slave codes to 
deter rebellions.

Plantations grew cotton, tobacco 
and sugar cane. By 1750, sugar made 
up a fifth of all European imports. 
Slave merchants pocketed £12 million 
on the sale of African people. 
Between 1761 and 1807 British 
ports banked £60 million—around 
£8 billion today—from slave sales.

Britain’s rulers viewed 
slaves as subhuman. Slavers 
killed over 130 slaves on the 
Zong ship in 1781—just so 
they could claim insurance.

Life on plantations was 
brutal. A third of newly-imported 
slaves died within three years.

AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST 

Control built on divide and conquer
THE EMPIRE forced African 
economies to depend on Britain for 
trade. Colonisation was brutal—but 
there was resistance.

British took over Kenya in 1890. 
In 1952, Kenyans demanded 
independence and waged the 
Mau Mau rebellion. 

The British castrated people, 
sliced off ears, flogged, executed 
and burnt those fighting for 

independence. 
They herded them into 

concentration camps that have 
become known as “Britain’s Gulag” 
and killed up to 100,000 people.  

Britain also wanted to control 
Egypt and southern Africa to secure 
trade routes to India.

The Empire grabbed the Cape 
Colony in South Africa in 1806 
and settlers pushed out the 

Boers. Its attempts to snatch gold 
and diamond industries in South 
Africa led in 1899 to the Second 

Boer War.
At least 25,000 Afrikaners died, 

mostly in concentration camps set 
up by the British. The black people 
who died weren’t even counted. 

Between 1880 and 1900 Britain 
ruled 30 percent of Africa’s people.

�BRITAIN INVADED Egypt in 1882 
and began a long obsession with 
control of the Middle East. The 
Suez Canal opened not long 
after—and soon Britain owned 
44 percent of it.

The rush for oil grew after 
the First World War, when 
imperial powers vied for 
control of the oil-rich lands 
that Britain dominated.

Divide and conquer became 
the Empire’s unofficial motto. 
It set ethnic and religious 
groups against each other.

In 1917 the British signed 
a declaration supporting the 
creation of a Jewish state 
in Palestine—knowing this 
would mean the expulsion of  
Palestinians.

Ireland
BRITISH colonial 
rule oversaw the 
Irish Famine of 
1845-1849.

One million 
people died and a 
further million were 
forced to emigrate. 

In 1846, the 
British government 
claimed the free 
market would solve 
the problem. But it 
meant most people 
couldn’t afford food.

During the 
famine’s worst 
year in 1847, 4,000 
vessels took food to 
England. Meanwhile 
400,000 Irish 
people starved to 
death.

A 1787 medallion 
designed by Josiah 
Wedgwood for the 
British anti-slavery 
campaign

FEATURE 
1010

Isabel Ringrose tells the terrible truth about the
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ASIA AND AUSTRALASIA 

Plunder, riches and genocide
INDIA BECAME known as the “Jewel 
in the Crown” of the British Empire 
mostly because of the extent to 
which it was plundered.

The British East India company 
started by trading in textiles and 
spices in 1600. But by the 1750s it 

was snatching control of ports and 
cities, and shipping its captured 

wealth back home.
The equivalent of billions of 

pounds of India’s wealth was 
pocketed by Empire.

Anger at colonialism 
fuelled the 1857 Indian 
Mutiny. Thousands of Indian 
troops stopped serving the 
British and instead turned 
their guns on them.

In reprisal, the British 
invented new ways of killing 
rebels—including blowing 
them from cannons.

After the Mutiny, the 
Crown took direct control and 
announced that queen Victoria 

was now “Empress of India”.

The economic chaos that Empire 
had created led to repeated famines. 
Millions of people died while the 
British continued to export food from 
India.

Resistance forced Britain to finally 
quit India in 1947—but not before 
it had slashed the country in two 
with Partition, creating India and 
Pakistan.

�INDIGENOUS AUSTRALIANS had 
inhabited the continent for around 
65,000 years prior to arrival of the 
British in the early 17th century.

But in the 150 years that followed, 
indigenous numbers plummeted.

Between 1788 and 1934, at least 
40,000 Indigenous Australians were 
murdered by settlers in 270 frontier 
massacres.

These were state-sanctioned 
attempts to eradicate Aboriginal 
people.

Between 1910 and 1970, one in 
three Indigenous Australian children 
were forcibly taken from their homes.

Silence the songs of Empire 
RULE BRITANNIA is a 
callous song celebrating 
the horrors of the empire. 

“Britons never will be 
slaves” is a boast about 
how Britain profited from 
slavery. 

The song 
rejoices that 
Britain “rules the 
waves”. 

Yet it used this 
to mercilessly 
transport those 
it enslaved 
across them.

And Britain is 

not a “Land of Hope and 
Glory”.

By 1901 when the 
song was written, Britain 
had assumed ownership 
of over 400 million 
people worldwide. 

And it had instilled 
terror among people 

across its empire.
Neither can 

Britain be described 
as the “mother 
of the free” after 
colonising a 
quarter of the 

world.

China
BRITAIN twice 
waged war on China 
to force it to buy the 
highly addictive, and 
profitable, opium 
that Britain stole 
from India.

The British Navy 
bombarded China in 
1840 and 1856. 

The wars saw 
the massacre of 
Chinese troops and 
mass looting.

The army 
eventually stormed  
Beijing to force the 
Chinese to keep 
taking Britain’s 
drugs. 

A CARTOON of imperial 
fantasy—how the British 
hoped queen Victoria 
would be received in 
India

FOCUS ON
ALGORITHMS

Patriotism—a toxic idea 
that’s rooted in Empire

by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THE BRITISH Empire is gone, but 
its horrible legacy is kept alive in 
patriotism.

Patriotism is the claim that 
there is something special about 
Britain. So it follows that British 
people, whether billionaires or 
the working class, have a common 
set of interests and values. This 
goes hand in glove with painting 
people from other countries as an 
“other”.

The British ruling class used 
patriotism to build popular 
support for Empire in the 19th 
century. It presented colonial 
subjects as racially inferior, and 
encouraged working class people 
to think they had a stake in 
subjugating them.

That empire came to an end 
thanks to changes in capitalism 
and victorious national liberation 
struggles that spelt an end for 
colonialism in Africa and Asia in 
the 1950s and 60s. 

Despite Tories’ imperial 
delusions of “global Britain”, they 
run a clapped out, fourth rate 
power that has been in decline 
since the end of the Second World 
War.

But the end of Empire didn’t 
mean a decline in patriotism and 
nationalism. Precisely because 
Britain no longer has an empire, 
right wing politicians pump out 
nationalist nonsense about how 
important and special Britain is 
and scapegoat “the foreigner” for 
decline.

And the racism of empire still 
lives on in how people from the 
former colonies are treated in the 
immigration system.

Sometimes this process is 
overt. Politicians and pundits 
have, for instance, routinely 
described refugees trying to make 
it across the English Channel as an 
“invasion”.

They also imply that those who 
support refugees are unpatriotic. 
Just last week the Home Office 

released a chilling video promising 
more deportations of refugees 
who have used their legal right to 
claim asylum in Britain. 

The problem, said the video, 
was “activist lawyers” who 
“abuse” the system.

By claiming we all have 
something in common, patriotism 
deflects blame away from the 
Tories, bankers and bosses who 
attack working class people.

Despite this many liberals and 
left wingers argue it’s possible to 
have a British patriotism that’s 
inclusive or even “progressive”.

The far right may wave the 
Union flag or St George’s Cross as 
racist symbols.

But, it’s argued, instead of 
the British Empire, you can be 
patriotic about multiculturalism, 
the NHS, or the struggles of the 
Suffragettes and Chartists.

Yet there’s nothing particularly 
“British” about these values 
or institutions. Attempts at 
“progressive patriotism” just 
reinforce regular racist patriotism. 

Divides
It encourages the idea that there’s 
something that unites everyone in 
Britain across class divides. And 
this is something the ruling class 
can co-opt.

They respond to the widespread 
popularity of reforms won through 
working class struggles, such as 
the NHS, by trying to adopt them 
as “national symbols”.

This in turn bolsters right 
wing ideas. So when restricting 
migrants’ right to use the NHS, 
Tories often say it’s a “national 
health service not an international 
health service”.

Really the history we should 
be proud of is one of working 
class struggles and mass 
movements that clashed with the 
establishment. Far from being 
united, workers and the British 
ruling class were bitter enemies.

Even if presented as harmless, 
patriotism leads away from class 
politics to class peace.

Nothing to be proud of

The racism of the 
Empire lives on in 
how people from 
former colonies 
are treated

‘‘ 

COMMENT
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email  

enquires@swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955,

London E16 9EJ

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
ONLINE MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BLACK COUNTRY
Black Lives Matter, racism, 
resistance and revolution
Wed 9 Sept, 8pm
352-891-2411
BOLTON AND  WIGAN
Uprising in Belarus— 
can workers win?
Thu 10 Sept, 6.30pm
872-5136-9540
BRIGHTON AND HOVE
From anger to revolution— 
what makes people rise up?
Thu 10 Sept, 6.30pm
818-1857-1448

BRISTOL
Why do socialists 
reject borders?
Thu 10 Sept, 7.30pm
688-397-3148
BURNLEY & PENDLE
What would a socialist 
response to the 
housing crisis be?
Wed 9 Sept, 7.30pm
446-409-5118
CAMBRIDGE
Trump, China and 
imperialism
Thu 10 Sept, 7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Wed 9 Sept, 
7.30pm
630-181-4857

EDINBURGH
What is institutional racism?
Wed 9 Sept, 
7.30pm
431-459-112
GLASGOW
Schools out—how students 
can change the world
Thu 10 Sept, 
6.30pm
851 5254 7239
HARLOW
The revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx
Thu 10 Sept, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HOME COUNTIES 
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Thu 17 Sept,
6pm
822 4880 4652

KENT 
From anger to revolution—
what makes people rise up?
Thu 10 Sept, 
8.15pm
434-623-8064
LEEDS
From Beirut to Belarus—
is revolution possible?
Thu 10 Sept, 7pm
935-5290-8076
LONDON: HACKNEY
The coming economic crisis 
—can we make the rich pay?
Thu 10 Sept, 7.30pm 
798-534-2585
LONDON: HARINGEY
Pandemics and lockdown 
economics—who will pay for 
this crisis? 
Wed 9 Sept, 7.30pm
459-388-1576

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Why does capitalism 
need exams?
Thu 10 Sept, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
Uprising in Belarus—
can workers win?
Wed 9 Sept, 
7.30pm
992-204-9372
LONDON: SOUTH
Uprising in Belarus— 
can workers win?
Wed 9 Sept, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Workers, union leaders 
and the fightback
Wed 9 Sept, 
7.30pm
543-023-057 

MANCHESTER
The legacy of the Haitian 
revolution 
Wed 9 Sept, 7.15pm
323-178-7151
NOTTINGHAM & DERBY
How the Black Panthers 
fought the state 
Wed 9 Sept, 7pm
354-874-4790
OXFORD
Why are the police so racist?
Thu 10 Sept, 
7pm
860-6762-9749
SHEFFIELD  & SOUTH YORKS  
How American communists 
fought racism in the 1930s  
Thu 10 Sept, 
7pm
529-174-9278 
SOUTHAMPTON
Why are the police so racist?
Wed 9 Sept, 7.30pm
381-513-5080
SWANSEA & WEST WALES
Forum on Chile—Covid-19 
and the resistance today
Wed 9 Sept, 7.30pm
902-964-963
YORK AND SCAROROUGH 
Trump, China and 
imperialism 
Wed 9 Sept, 
7.30pm
827-489-7492 

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for 
your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 9 Sept, 
7pm
281-634-5938

BRADFORD 
Thu 10 Sept, 
7pm
885-9187-7552

HUDDERSFIELD
Thu 10 Sept,  
7pm
290-168-1804

LIVERPOOL
Wed 9 Sept, 
7pm
493-925-5919

LEBANON—CATASTROPHE 
TO REVOLUTION 

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to Engels 
by Camilla Royle 
£4

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Hegel and Revolution
by Terry Sullivan and 
Donny Gluckstein, £7
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A satirical horror that can’t hide it’s own prejudices  
FILM
TWO HEADS CREEK
On various streaming 
platforms from 7 September

THINK HOT Fuzz but set in 
Australia and not as good, 
and that’s Two Heads 
Creek.

This comedy horror is 
an on the nose parable 
about prejudice and 
immigration. 

Two siblings escape 
anti-Polish racism in 
Britain to find their 
long-lost mother in a 
remote Australian village. 

But when they 

arrive they find the 
place consumed with 
a murderous hatred of 
migrants that’s barely 
hidden beneath the surface.

This is a fast-paced 
comedy with some 
slapstick gore if that’s 
your sort of thing. 

The best jokes are the 
incidental background 
gags, while most of the big 
set piece laughs fall flat. 
But biggest problem is that 
much of the humour and 
ire is misdirected.

This is a satire that 
thinks it’s punching up but 
is really punching down.

There is a vague 

suggestion that racism 
has something to do with 
the government. But the 
real monsters—and the 
butt of every joke—are 
the ordinary people who 
are almost to a person 
irredeemably ignorant, 
stupid and racist.

The opening shots—an 
exaggerated vision of what 
someone who’s never been 
to a council estate might 
imagine one to look like—
are a dead giveaway.

There are St George’s 
Crosses on every house, 
lampposts covered 
in posters that say 
“immigrants go home” 

and an implausible 
amount of rubbish 
everywhere. Through it all 
cycles a caricature bubble 
gum blowing “chav” with 
big hoop earrings.

Arriving in Two Heads 
Creek, our heroes talk 
loudly about how horrible 
the village is in front of 
the locals. The scene feels 
as if it’s setting the pair 
up for a comeuppance for 
their own prejudices.

But that comeuppance 
never happens. Instead—
after massacring the whole 
town—they stroll happily 
off into the sunset.
Nick Clark

Civil rights, black power and 
music in the soul of the fight
The worst of times produced the best of soul, says this new BBC doc. It’s worth 
watching, says Liz Wheatley, whether you’re new to soul music or not
LET’S FACE it, Friday nights aren’t 
what they used to be. If your perfect 
way to welcome in the weekend was 
going out to hear good music then 
the last few months have been a bit 
of a challenge. 

One of the saving graces has been 
BBC4’s music slots. And starting on 
Saturday is a new three-part series, 
Soul America. 

Narrated by Carleen Anderson, 
this series charts the development of 
soul. From Stax and Motown, by way 
of the Fame studio in Muscle Shoals, 
through to Luther Vandross, meeting 
Barry White and Teddy Pendergrass 
along the way.

Quite rightly the series looks at 
the relationship between soul music, 
racism and the developing Civil 
Rights and Black power movements 
of the time. Interviews with artists 
relate their experiences of touring 
round segregated states. 

Movements
They talk about why they knew they 
had to get involved in the movements 
and use their music and platform to 
spread the gospel of liberation.

There’s the chance to hear some 
great artists such as Steve Cropper 
talking about the Stax house band. 

There’s also the multiracial 
Booker T and the MGs. Mavis 
Staples, who as part of the Staple 
Singers toured with Martin Luther 
King, still makes music about 
 fighting racism. 

Artists from Motown discuss 
how because of the Civil Rights 
Movement, and the Detroit riots in 
1967, some of them developed from 
being pop bands to being political. 

Berry Gordy’s wish was that 
they would be the “sound of young 

America” for a Black and white 
audience. But they also expressed 
the hopes and frustrations of Black 
America.

The series focuses on a number 
of individuals including Aretha 
Franklin, Marvin Gaye, Otis Redding, 
James Brown, Teddy Pendergrass 
and Luther Vandross. 

It uses them to highlight how soul 
developed from the 1960 to the 80s 
alongside social changes. Songs of 
defiance developed into the music 
of a Black middle class wanting a 

sound of their own. It concludes 
with the queen Aretha singing at the 
inauguration of America’s first Black 
president.

There’s some superb footage. And 
it’s great to hear the songwriters and 
artists talking about the era, their 
work and their peers—not least 
why steam used to rise from Teddy 
Pendergrass when he performed.

Anyone who watches it will 
 probably say it missed out one of 
their favourite artists or songs, or 
that the ending implies the struggle 

is over once Obama got elected.
But that would be missing the 

point of how this series will reach 
people. 

It encourages people to look 
 critically at music, how it is made and 
how artists can relate to the times 
they live in and the world they want 
to see. If you’re familiar with the poli-
tics of soul then you won’t find lots of 
new things here—but you will enjoy 
the series.
Soul America begins Friday  
4 September, 9:30pm on BBC4

ARETHA Franklin

Two Heads Creek

DOCUMENTARY
WHEN BOB MARLEY CAME 
TO BRITAIN
Available now on BBC Iplayer

FEATURING RARELY seen 
archive and interviews 
with people who met 
him, this documentary 
examines Bob Marley’s 
time Britain. It looks 
at how his presence 
influenced British politics, 
culture and identity during 
a time of massive social 
and civil unrest.

It says his universal 
message of one love and 
unity helped inspire a 
generation of black British 
youth.

The film features 
interviews with people 

who met and worked with 
Bob while in Britain. They 
include photographer 
Dennis Morris, Aswad star 
Brinsley Forde, Locksley 
Gishie from The Cimarons 
and film-maker Don Letts. 

Also interviewed is 
reggae legend Marcia 
Griffiths of Bob Marley’s 
vocal group The I-Threes.

There are also memories 
of the most important gigs 
he played in Britain as told 
by those who were there to 
see them.

They include early 
Wailers gigs in pubs and 
clubs when the band were 
still largely unknown—and 
a now legendary acoustic 
performance in the 
school gym of a Peckham 
secondary school. 

And we also see a 
triumphant show at 
London’s Lyceum Theatre 
that helped propel Marley 
to global fame.

Musician Marcia Griffiths

Film maker Don Letts
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READ MORE
lRevolutionary 
Rehearsals  
edited by Colin Barker  
£10.99 

lChile—the end of the 
parliamentary road 
by Chris Harman and  
Ian Birchall in the 
International Socialism 
journal. Available online at  
bit.ly/ChileRoad 

lChile—the gorillas are 
amongst us
by Helios Prieto 
£5

top professionals, lacked the 
wealth and power of bosses and 
 landowners. But they feared 
that workers’ power would 
threaten their privileges. 

The Communist Party argued 
that, to stop them swinging to 
the right, the government had to 
take a hard line against workers. 

In May of 1972,  socialists and 
workers protested against a right 
wing demonstration in the city of 
Concepcion. Vladimir Chavez, a 
Communist MP and member of 
the party’s  leadership,  authorised 
the police to violently break up 
the protests.

When copper miners—
Chile’s main industry—struck to 
demand better wages, Allende 
called them “traitors” and 
 “fascists”. And when they went 
to the capital Santiago to protest, 
they were met with riot police. 

The middle classes  continued 
to step up their protests in 
response to the workers’ 
 movement. They said that if 
the government didn’t move to 
repress workers then it should 
be replaced. 

Because of bosses’ sabotage, 
economic hardship hit, prices 
went up and the PU lost some 
support to the right.

Generals 
Instead of looking to the 
 workers’ movement, Allende 
looked to the state to stabi-
lise the situation and consoli-
date his government. He even 
brought two leading generals 
into his cabinet. 

But, as Socialist Worker 
warned in 1971, “The same 
army that has been used to 
shoot down strikers would not 
sit by and let the ruling class be 
voted out of existence.” 

On 11 September 1973, 
 general Pinochet and the 
military launched a coup to 
 overthrow Allende. 

With the full backing of the 
US—and fighter jets purchased 
from Britain—the military 
bombed the presidential palace. 
Allende died in the siege. 

In the horror that followed 
over 30,000 people were mur-
dered, thousands more were 
brutalised, imprisoned and tor-
tured. Pinochet’s  dictatorship 
stretched all the way until 1990. 

The coup sent shockwaves 
through the socialist movement. 

Some socialists concluded 
that Allende had gone too far too 
fast. Chile, they argued, showed 
that socialists and the workers’ 
 movement had to look to alli-
ances with the middle classes. 
But that would mean  postpon-
ing forever the fight for real 

change. Others sharply criticised 
Allende’s  concessions, but said 
a bolder  reformism that looked 
more to the  workers’ movement 
could have succeeded.

But it’s not just a matter 
of moving the dial a bit more 
towards extra-parliamentary 
action. The British Labour Party, 
Syriza in Greece, Podemos in 
Spain and Bernie Sanders in the 
US have different stresses. 

But they have all failed when 
faced with the power of the 
bosses, the state and their own 
political organisations.

Real power to challenge 
 capitalism lies on the streets 
and, crucially, workplaces. 
And the point of that workers’ 
power isn’t to bolster a left elec-
toral project, but to take power 
from the bosses and run society 
 without them altogether. 

Chile’s right wing 
middle classes 
took to the 
streets against 
the workers’ 
movement (top). 
But even the as 
the coup took 
place in 1973, 
defence minister 
Jose Toha told 
workers to go 
home rather than 
mobilise (above)

F
I F T Y  y e a r s 
ago this month 
s o c i a l i s t 
Salvador Allende 
won the Chilean 
p r e s i d e n t i a l 

election amid a wave of 
workers’ struggle. 

But within three years 
a US-backed coup brought 
to power General Augusto 
Pinochet, who drowned 
those hopes in blood. 

The story of Allende’s 
overthrow is a reminder 
of how imperialism and 
 capital will oppose attempts 
to  fundamentally challenge 
their interests. It’s also an 
important lesson in how the 
 failure to break the power 
of the bosses and their state 
spells disaster for those who 
want to change society.

Chile’s presidential  election 
in September 1970 pitted 
socialist Allende against 
right wing banker Jorge 
Alessandri. The other candi-
date, Radomiro Tomic of the 
ruling Christian Democrats, 
promised small reforms to 
appease workers and peasants’ 
demands for change. 

Allende stood for Popular 
Unity (PU), an alliance of his 
Socialist Party, the Communist 
Party and smaller left wing 
parties.

The PU’s  programme 
 promised a radical break with 
the past. It said the banks and 
corporations would be “expro-
priated”—taken into public 
ownership without a penny of 
compensation for the bosses. So 
too would the large  landowning 
estates.   

Office
The Christian Democrats had 
been in office for six years 
 before 1970. 

In 1964 president Eduardo 
Nicanor Frei Montalva had 
promised a “revolution in 
liberty”. Hoping to develop 
Chilean capitalism, he prom-
ised land reforms and other 
changes to lift people out of 
poverty—and to end economic 
reliance on the US.

But even such moderate 
 policies proved too much for 
the rich. The National Party and 
the landowners’ SNA  lobbying 
group—which would back 
Jorge Alessandri— organised to 
stop them. 

And for all of Montalva’s 
 rhetoric, very little changed for 
ordinary people. Unemployment 
remained high, the economy 
stagnated, and Chile depended 
on US money to survive.

So the working class and 
the poor took matters into 
their own hands with a wave 
of strikes and land seizures. By 
1970 there were 5,295 strikes 
that involved hundreds of 
 thousands of workers. 

It was in this context of  this 
radicalisation that  workers 
looked to Allende to bring 
change. 

Allende came first with 
37 percent of the vote, Alessandri 
a close second with 35 percent. 
To reflect the growing anger 
against the government, the 

Christian Democrats had chosen 
“left candidate” Tomic who got 
28 percent. 

Because Allende didn’t win 
outright, Chilean MPs had 
to confirm his election in a 
 parliamentary vote. 

So a compromise was 
made. To become president, 
Allende needed the Christian 
Democrats’ votes and signed 
the “Statute of Guarantees”. 
He agreed that a PU govern-
ment would not interfere with 
any institution of state power, 

including the army and the 
church. This decision would 
ultimately prove fatal. Allende 
would take office, but the arms 
of the state that wanted to 
stop his radical reforms could 
 continue to do as they pleased.  

Allende’s government made 
good on some of its prom-
ises. Ninety factories were 
 nationalised and over 1,000 
estates were broken up. 
Unemployment fell. 

And manual workers received 
a 38 percent wage increase and 

white collar  workers received a 
120 percent rise. 

The US worked to  undermine 
Allende from the beginning. 
Subsequently released docu-
ments from CIA spooks said, “It 
is firm and continuing policy 
that Allende be overthrown by 
a coup.”

Security chief Henry Kissinger 
said, “I don’t see why we have 
to let a country go Marxist 
just because its people are 
irresponsible.”

But Allende’s problems 
went deeper than the US and 
military. A crucial issue was 
Allende’s “reformism”, the idea 
that socialism can be brought 
about by using parliament and 
the state.

The trouble is, as Allende 
found out, the state is not neu-
tral. It’s a capitalist state and 
its different elements—the 
generals, the police, the spies, 
the unelected bureaucracies—
worked to overthrow him. 

So while Allende had 
some support in parliament, 
real power in capitalism lies 
 outside with the military and 
the bosses—and the state that 
would fight for their interests. 

B
UT THERE i s 
a  f o r c e  t h a t 
can break that 
power. Because 
 capitalists depend 
on  workers’ to 

make profits, those workers 
have the power to shut down 
the system. 

Chile’s workers were ready 
to fight. But Allende’s vision 
for change put him on a colli-
sion course with the movement. 
He envisaged a  system where 
a socialist government, backed 
up by  workers’ actions, would 
implement change from above.

This is very different to 
the revolutionary vision of 
 socialism, which owes more to 
workers taking power and run-
ning society themselves, rather 
than Allende’s concepts of state 
ownership.  

While radical reformism can 
look towards both parliament 
and the streets, the main focus 
is parliament. 

By the end of 1971, a record 
number of land occupations 
and strikes sprung up across 
the country. 

Workers began to come 
together to form “Cordones”. 
These were groups of  workers 
from different workplaces who 
came together to organise 
against the bosses and make 
sure production continued in 
the face of bosses’ economic 
sabotage. 

But instead of supporting the 
workers, the PU tried to sedate 
this movement.

Allende begged the workers 
to show restraint and warned 
the revolutionary left that they 
must “end their illegal seizures 
of land and property”. 

In a radio interview, he said 
“People must remain calm for I 
have complete confidence that 
loyal forces will normalise the 
situation.”

The middle classes, such 
as small business owners and 

CHILE 1970 
FAILURE OF 
REFORMISM  
50 years ago Salvador Allende was elected Chile’s president. 
A US-backed coup overthrew him three years later. But, 
writes Sophie Squire, there were deeper problems than the 
US and the military that helped turn hope into horror 

Allende agreed 
he would not 
interfere with 
institutions of 
state power 

‘‘ 
Salvador Allende 

WORKERS IN Chile formed their own democratic bodies, the ‘Cordones’, during the political crisis of 1971

What’s behind the new wave 
of Covid-19 in South Korea? 

South Korean socialist 
Jang Ho-Jong says 
the state bears the 
responsibilty for 
increased infections 

A NEW wave of Covid-19 
infections hit South 
Korea from mid-August—
and the government 
is chiefly to blame.

President Moon Jae-in’s 
government had designated 
17 August as this year’s 
holiday to commemorate 
national independence from 
Japanese colonial rule in 1945. 
The government distributed 
tourism and travel coupons 
to encourage spending. 

Of course this signalled 
approval for relaxing 
distancing rules.

As a result in the last 
couple of weeks we saw 
nearly 5,000 new confirmed 
cases, amounting to a quarter 
of the cumulative total. 

This time, the outbreak 
is concentrated in the 
Seoul Metropolitan 
Area, home to half of the 
country’s population. 

Untraceable
Over 20 percent of new cases 
are untraceable. Isolation units 
are already filled to capacity, 
due to public hospitals 
accounting for a mere 
10 percent of all hospitals. 

New patients are 
having to wait at home 
until new space opens up. 
Death tolls are rising. 

The Moon Jae-in 
government, ever concerned 
about the “economy”, is 
doggedly trying to keep 
social distancing rules at its 
current–intermediate–level. 

When even the Korea 
Centres for Disease Control 
and Prevention demanded 
social distancing rules to be 
raised to the highest level, 
the government reluctantly 
suspended or limited the 
operating hours of a host 
of commercial facilities. 

School classes have all 
been moved online except for 
students in the highest grade. 

Still, nothing is 
being done that could 
hamper the operation of 
factories and offices.

In consequence, workers 
are having to leave their 

children at home when they 
go to work. With government 
subsidies expiring, dismissals 
and unpaid leaves are on 
the rise, while airlines 
and other businesses are 
starting to downsize. 

The government 
announced in July a plan to 
bolster public medicine by 
increasing the number of 
doctors. The Covid-19 crisis 
had made the public painfully 
aware of the shortage 
of medical personnel. 

The number of doctors 
in South Korea is 2.4 per 
thousand people, significantly 
below the richer countries’ 
OECD average of 3.4.

The government plan, 
however, fell far short of 
meeting the needs of the 
public and didn’t even mention 
building new public hospitals. 

Without an increase in 
spending on public health, 
most of the newly added 
doctors will be absorbed by 
private hospitals and clinics. 

Moreover, the government 
plan was intended in part 
to supply more researchers 
for private hospitals and 
the pharmaceutical/
biotech industry.

Doctors in training struck 
to defeat the plan. Trainee 
doctors are opposed to the 
very idea of increasing the 
supply of doctors, fearful 
that it would threaten 
their future income. 

We certainly cannot 
support such a position. 

Trainee doctors are forced 
to work under terrible 
working conditions. For the 
most part, trainee doctors 
have tolerated this situation 
out of hope that once they 
complete their residency, 
the medical “market” would 
adequately reward them. 

Hence their resentment 
at a measure to increase 
the supply of doctors.

Investment
But to truly improve their 
situation, trainee doctors need 
to fight for greater investment 
in public medicine and for 
better working conditions—
and not only against the 
government but also against 
their own employers. 

Moon Jae-in is taking a 
tough stance against the 
doctors’ strike, accusing them 
of endangering lives during 
the new wave of Covid-19. 
However, it is Moon Jae-in’s 
government itself that truly 
has endangered people’s lives. 

Moon Jae-in’s betrayals are 
sowing disillusionment and 
frustration among the mass 
of people. Workers need to 
fight back against the state, 
even in an age of pandemic. 

Jang Ho-Jong is a member of 
Workers Solidarity, the Socialist 
Worker Party’s sister organisation 
in South Korea. He is a journalist 
and a doctor. This article was 
translated by Chun Kyung-nok

SOUTH KOREAN trainee doctors have struck, but they have 
aimed their fire at the wrong targets

There needs to 
be much 
greater 
investment in 
public health     

‘‘ 
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by SARAH BATES 

WAVES OF rebellions—from 
ships to plantations—were 
central to ending slavery. 

Across the Caribbean, 
slaves took on their masters 
and demanded liberation. 

Carlota Lucumi, also 
known as La Negra Carlota, 
was one such slave. 

Now famous for fearlessly 
brandishing her machete, she 
has become something of a 
modern-day Cuban icon.

African-born, Carlota 
heroically led a rebellion 
from the Triumvirato sugar 
plantation in 1843.

Kidnapped 
It’s likely she was kidnapped 
as a child from an area of 
Africa that now includes 
Ghana, Togo, Benin and 
Nigeria.

Cuba was run by Spanish 
colonialists and had been 
ever s ince Christopher 
Columbus invaded in 1493. 

But people on the island 
fought back. 

Three years of guerrilla 
warfare erupted while the 
local population fought 

against massacres from 
Spanish invaders. 

Despite the resistance, 
Columbus and his army 
were determined to conquer 
a land that would become 
instrumental in establishing 
Spanish dominance in the 
region. In Carlota’s time, 

sugar and tobacco were the 
primary products of Cuba. 

And even though Spain 
had signed up to treaties in 
1817 and 1835 promising to 
abstain from the slave trade, 
its Cuban colony relied on 
indentured labour.

Carlota was one of many 

kidnapped from her Yoruba 
people and forced to harvest 
sugar cane at a plantation on 
Matanzas. 

Determined to escape, she 
hatched a plan with fellow 
slave Fermina.

But their plot to rebel was 
discovered after Fermina was 

captured by their masters and 
locked up. 

Carlota used talking 
d r u m s — W e s t  A f r i c a n 
instruments that could 
convey messages across large 
distances—to send messages 
to other plantations. 

Fearing capture herself, 
Carlota sprang into action and 
used the drum to urge other 
slaves to join the rising. 

Element 
This helped give them the 
element of surprise as slave 
owners didn’t understand the 
significance of talking drums.

She freed Fermina and 
other slaves held in captivity, 
burnt down a house that had 
been used to torture slaves 
and forced the plantation 
owner to flee. 

Carlota went into battle 
wielding the machete that 
she used to harvest the sugar 
cane. 

The overseers’ daughter, 
Maria de Regla, testified that 
Carlota demanded slaves 
“should strike her harder 
because she was still living”.

Over the course of two 
days, slaves in least five 
sugar cane plantations in the 

province of Matanzas freed 
themselves. So did slaves at a 
number of coffee plantations 
and cattle estates nearby. 

Rebels not only seized 
control of plantations, they 
razed them to the ground and 
executed their masters.

During the fighting, leaders 
were captured and Carlota 
suffered a particularly horrible 
death—her body dragged by 
horses until lifeless.

In 1843 the Spanish 
governor brought in troops 
that quickly overpowered the 
slaves. The following year 
slave repression reached new 
heights and became known as 
the “Year of the Lashes”. 

Cuban slaveholders used  
violence to punish those 
involved in the uprisings, 
and to deter those who might 
think of joining one in the 
future. 

But slavery was eventually 
defeated.

Today a statue of Carlota 
towers over the Triumvirato 
sugar mill plantations—one 
of the institutions she helped 
bring to its knees.
This is part of a series about 
radical black lives Go to 
bit.ly/SWBlackLives

CARLOTA LUCUMI 

When Spanish slave owners cowered in fear 

A STATUE of Carlota Lucumi in Cuba 
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 How bosses are putting 
sports profits above safety
As the year’s biggest cycling event, the Tour de France, begins Nick Clark 
investigates if such sporting events can be safe in the Covid-19 pandemic

HOSTING THE world’s largest
 annual sporting event in the 

middle of a global pandemic takes 
some Gaul. But the Tour de France 
was well under way by the time 
Socialist Worker went to press.

Whether or not the race will make 
it to its end is another matter. 

Coronavirus infections in France are 
heading for another peak, and some of 
the areas the race passes through are 
already under “red alert”.

Really it’s astonishing that staging 
the Tour was even considered.

Some politicians were in favour 
because they hope holding the race 
can reinforce a false sense of national 
unity. 

Education minister Jean-Michel 
Blanquer said keeping the race going 
would be “a sign that we can continue 
to live, and of the resilience of our 
society.”

And it’s true that nationalism has 
been a big part of the Tour ever since 
it began.

But the main factor is money—and 
the commercial interests that fund 
and profit from the sport.

Millions of pounds are tied up in 
the Tour. For a start, local authori-
ties pay race organiser ASO big sums 
to have the race pass through their 
villages, towns and cities.

The city of Nice—which was placed 
under red alert last week—paid just 
over £3 million to host the first three 
days of this year’s race. 

The council hoped that the  business 
that comes with it would generate ten 
times as much in return.

That money is nothing compared 
to what TV companies and sponsors 
shell out. 

Around half of the Tour’s  estimated 
£116 million turnover last year came 

from broadcasting rights, while 
between 40 and 50 percent was 
advertising and sponsorship money.

Cycling teams and race organisers 
depend almost entirely on these two 
sources of funding. 

Beholden
Teams are especially beholden to the 
sponsors whose names they’re paid to 
race under.

Sponsors use cycling to pedal their 
brands. For instance one of the sport’s 
most successful teams is sponsored by 
petrochemical giant Ineos.

They’re among the favourites to 

win this year’s Tour thanks to the 
money provided by Ineos’s billionaire 
owner Jim Ratcliffe. 

But when coronavirus put the 
brakes on spectator sports, spon-
sors were saddled with having to pay 
for teams without any racing—and 
therefore no marketing.

Many of them are only in it for the 
exposure the Tour de France gives 
them. Without that—and with a 
looming economic crisis—teams and 
race organisers are terrified sponsors 
will quit en masse, bringing the whole 
sport crashing down.

Cycling historian Jean-Francois 

Mignot said cancelling the Tour 
“opens the door to a possible 
 economic meltdown in the cycling 
sector.

“Most sponsors are in cycling for 
this reason alone, the whole thing is 
centred around the Tour de France. 

If these sponsors invest money it 
is because television viewers recog-
nise the team jerseys, it is the only 
cycling race watched by such a vast 
audience.”

So for the sake of that money, the 
Tour de France was launched at the 
height of a global pandemic.

And that’s a wheelie bad idea.

RACING FOR a stage win at last year’s Tour de France

Big business drives a return to events with crowds 
SPORT IS big business. 
And like every other 

business, it puts protecting 
profits ahead of protecting 
lives.

Global sales in sports 
services and related goods 
were worth £489 billion 
in 2018. Just as in cycling, 
the big money is in 
sponsorship and broadcast 
deals.

Consultancy firm KPMG 
estimated that the five 
biggest European  
football leagues and their 
member clubs faced a 
loss of £4 billion if their 
seasons weren’t completed 

this year. When sports 
were cancelled, hugely 
lucrative broadcast deals 
were under threat.

In Britain, Sky allowed 
customers to pause their 
subscriptions “until 

normality returned”—
costing it a potential 
£700 million in a period of 
just four months,

Smaller organisations 
have already gone bust. 
Slovakian champion 
football club MSK Zilina 
and USA Rugby both went 
bankrupt in the early 
weeks of the pandemic.

Bigger leagues and 
clubs are counting on 
governments to bail them 
out, hoping that if they go 
bankrupt they’ll be treated 
as too big to fail.

So there was huge 
pressure to get sports 

events up and running 
again far before it was 
safe.

Between June and 
July, tennis player Novak 
Djokovic organised a 
whole competition—the 
Adria Tour—to be  
played in front of full 
crowds. 

Inevitably, players and 
coaches began testing 
positive for coronavirus 
and the competition was 
cancelled midway through.

In Britain—as infection 
rates rose across Europe—
the Tories hoped to open 
up cricket, snooker and 

horse racing to fans last 
month.

The threat led one 
snooker player Anthony 
Hamilton to quit the World 
Championship, branding 
the move “ridiculous.”

“Let’s say one person 
gets ill and dies from 
at the World Snooker 
Championship in the 
Crucible [theatre]—it’s 
one person who died for 
no reason at all, just for 
entertainment.”

But that’s the risk sports 
bosses and government 
ministers seem only too  
willing to take. 

Novak Djokovic at the Adria Tour

Tour is a 
huge risk

THE TOUR de 
France has the 

potential to be 
coronavirus super 
spreader. It’s a huge 
operation that brings 
together thousands of 
people from across the 
world, then moves them 
around the country for 
three weeks.

Even the 
“scaled‑down” version 
organiser ASO claims to 
have planned this year 
has the potential to be a 
spread infections.

Riders, race and team 
staff, media and a huge 
publicity caravan pack 
into new hotels every 
night. Huge numbers of 
spectators will crowd 
along the roadside—

some 12 million people 
in total turned out to 
watch the race last year.

This year spectators 
will be told they’re 
responsible for 
maintaining social 
distancing along the 
2,150 mile route.

Then they’ll be 
encouraged to jostle 
for free gifts dished 
out by brands from the 
publicity caravan.

ASO says it has rules 
in place that somehow 
make the whole thing 
safe. The entire race will 
supposedly operate as 
a “bubble” completely 
isolated from places it 
visits and the crowds it 
passes by.

The rules ASO has 
laid out are both vague 
and confusing. And of 
course, it’s all nonsense. 
Riders and staff are 
already coming away 
from races testing 
positive for coronavirus.

There’s no safe way 
to organise a mass 
sporting event at the 
height of a pandemic, 
and the organisers know 
this. 

But for the sake of 
profit, they’re pushing 
ahead with it anyway.

Crowds at the Tour
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Revolt over 
NHS pay set 
for protests
on 12 Sept
Health workers are on the streets over 
pay—and union leaders must move 
too, says Tomáš Tengely-Evans

HEALTH WORKERS are preparing 
for another day of demonstra-
tions on Saturday 12 September 
to build the revolt over NHS and 
care workers’ pay.

Activists are mobilising in towns 
and cities across Britain. They hope 
it will be a repeat of the 8 August 
protest on a larger scale.

They are furious that they were 
left out of the government’s—
paltry—pay rises for public sector 
workers in July.  

NHS workers protested in many 
towns and cities last Wednesday.

Hundreds  ra l l ied outs ide 
St Thomas’ Hospital, across the 
Thames from parliament in central 
London, in the afternoon. Workers 
chanted, “What do we want? Pay 
rise. How do we get it? Strike,” 
and, “Enough is enough,” as they 
 gathered outside the front.

Kwame, a domestic, said  workers 
are angry “because during the 
 pandemic we risked our lives and 
find it hard to pay our bills”.

“We have seen colleagues who 
have died,” he told Socialist Worker.

“The pay is especially hard for 
a domestic like me. I live in a one 
 bedroom flat with two children.”

Hypocrisy
Workers’ anger has been fuelled 
by the hypocrisy of Tory ministers 
 joining the weekly “Claps for the 
NHS” but then refusing a pay rise.

Another popular chant outside 
St Thomas’ was, “Boris, we kept you 
out the hearse—now pay us what 
we’re worth.”

Nester, a nurse, says she joined 
protests for the first time over pay 
because “of all we’ve done during 
Covid-19.

“It was a scary thing, but we 
went in to protect the nation,” 
she told Socialist Worker, “and 
we thought we would be properly 
remunerated.”

Workers from other hospitals 
in London joined the rally outside 
St Thomas’, took the road and then 
marched on Downing Street.

Liz, a nurse from London who 
had coronavirus, said, “A number of 

us got Covid-19 and took it home 
to our families. We worked in PPE 
at 22 degrees without a break, and 
at the end of it it’s like we don’t 
matter.” 

Earlier in the afternoon  workers 
had rallied outside Homerton 
University Hospital in Hackney, east 
London.

Protests took place in several 
towns and cities outside London, 
including Manchester and Liverpool.

In Chesterfield health workers and 
their supporters did a mass  leafleting 
of the hospital from 6.30am.

Nurse Matt told Socialist Worker, 
“We has around 30 at the main 
entrance of the hospital. We handed 
out about a thousand flyers and the 
beeping of horns in support didn’t 
stop all morning.

“We’re going to continue to make 
sure healthcare workers are heard.”

The health unions are split over 
what to demand for a pay rise. 

The Unison union has come out 
for a £2,000 a year increase across 
the board while the Royal College of 
Nursing wants 12.5 percent.

The grassroots campaign is 
demanding a 15 percent increase.

The bigger the protests on 
12 September, the greater the pres-
sure on the Tories and all the union 
leaders. The recent win over the 
A-Level results downgrading shows 
the power of the streets to force the 
Tories to retreat.

BACK STORY
Health and care workers are 
fighting for a pay rise that 
recognises their Covid work
lThe last NHS pay deal—that 
was sold as a great advance—
delivered much less than the 
government and unions had 
promised
lHealth workers faced ten years 
of pay curbs under Labour and 
Tory governments which led to a 
20 percent pay cut in real terms.
lPressure from below can shift 
the Tories and the union leaders

HEALTH WORKERS last week said Boris Johnson had blood on his hands Picture: Dave Gilchrist

  The campaign director who tried to 
undermine the leader of his own party
by NICK CLARK

A FORMER senior Labour 
Party official has admitted to 
undermining left wing leader 
Jeremy Corbyn during the 2017 
general election campaign.

 Former campaign director 
Patrick Heneghan admitted to 
diverting election funds towards 
constituencies of mostly right 
wing, Corbyn-hating Labour MPs. 

He also confirmed approving 
election campaign materials that 
refused to acknowledge Corbyn. 
for those MPs.

Heneghan is named in a leaked 
Labour Party report that appeared 
to show a cabal of unelected senior 
staff and officials conspiring to 
undermine Corbyn.

Records of WhatsApp 
conversations between him and 
other senior officials show detailed 
discussions of plans to undermine 
Corbyn and his supporters inside 
the party.

They reveal Heneghan’s disbelief 
at polls that showed Labour was 
on course to do well, and his deep 

disappointment at the eventual 
result. In the event, Labour did 
much better than expected, denying 
the Tories an overall majority.

 The records also show 
Heneghan directing sexist abuse 
at left wing party staff. And he 
claimed to have told Channel 4 
journalist Michael Crick that 
Corbyn ally Diane Abbott had been 
spotted crying in the toilets.

Spoken
In his defence, Heneghan tweeted 
recently that he had not “seen” 
Abbott himself, and that he had 
not “spoken” to Crick.

 And in a blog post published 
last week he responded that he 
and others had celebrated the 
election of right wing MPs.

 But mostly the post was about 
taking credit for the 2017 election 
result. He claimed that by diverting 
election funds, he had saved seats 
he claimed were under threat.

 “In the 2017 General Election 
the professional staff of the Labour 
Party delivered an against the odds 
performance,” he said.

 “By 2019 those staff had largely 

gone. Instead the pure believers 
had full control and were able to 
run the campaign they wanted and 
electoral oblivion awaited.”

 It comes as one opinion poll on 
Sunday showed Labour with equal 
support to the Tory government. 

It was held up as vindication of 
current party leader Keir Starmer’s 
strategy of offering “constructive” 
opposition to the Tories.

 Yet while repeated scandals and 
failures are surely to blame for the 
fall in the Tories’ support, Labour 
has done nothing to harness or 
shape the reaction against them.

 In 2017 Labour’s successful 
campaign centred around its 
insurgent feel, involving mass 
protest-style rallies.

 These were absent from 
Labour’s 2019 campaign, in which 
Corbyn’s leadership attempted a 
more conventional, professional 
approach closer to what the right 
wanted in 2017.

 Far from defeating the Tories, 
the focus on challenging them 
in elections rather than through 
resistance helped them cling on to 
power.

LABOUR PARTY
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     Protests and strikes 
against arts job cull  
ART WORKERS protested 
outside the National Theatre 
in London last Saturday 
against more than 1,000 
“callous” job cuts.

W o r k e r s  d e m a n d e d 
improved  r edundancy 
payouts and rehiring for 
casual staff.

They also highlighted the 
scandal that some arts bosses 
have kept their salaries of 
over £100,000 a year.

The Tate, the National 
Theatre and the Southbank 
Centre  dec lared  mass 
redundancies because of the 
Covid-19 crisis.

Up to 400 people are 
expected to lose their jobs 
at the Southbank Centre and 
the National Theatre, and 
more than 300 at the Tate.

In May, the Southbank 
Centre revealed it was at risk 
of closure until April 2021 
because charity funds had 
run out, and its losses would 
amount to £11 million.

Paul Valentine, a visitor 
experience host at the 
Southbank Centre and chair 
of the PCS union branch, said 
the cuts are “draconian”.

“ W e  f e e l  l i k e  t h e 
government has let us down”, 
he said.

“Obviously to the public 
the bailout to the arts sounds 
like a lot of money but really 

that’s not going to the people 
that need it.”

He said that many people 
are “thinking ‘I’m going to 
lose my job, how am I going 
to pay my rent’. 

“But a lot of the executives 
and number crunchers, have 
got the money to plan in 
advance.”

Siannon, who also works 
at the Southbank Centre, 
said, “I’m getting a third of 
the redundancy pay that I’m 

owed. That’s about a month 
and a half’s rent and expenses 
for me. We’ve been treated 
with contempt. It’s like they 
actually hate us—but we’re 
the ones making the money.”

nWORKERS AT the Tate 
galleries in London 
continue their battle against 
313 redundancies. 

Last weekend they erected 
an “installation” of T-shirts 
outside the Bankside Gallery 
representing the workers 

thrown on the scrapheap.
lDonate to the strike fund at 
bit.ly/TateStrike
lFor solidarity details go to 
AgiTate on Facebook

nTHE MONTH long strike 
by cleaners at HMRC tax 
offices in Merseyside was 
set to end this week.

PCS union members 
are fighting outsourcer 
ISS over low pay and poor 
working conditions. 
lMessages of support to 
RCGroup@pcs.org.uk

BUS DRIVERS MANUFACTURINGBBC

Metroline bus drivers in 
revolt at sign-on system   
BUS DRIVERS working for 
Metroline in London are 
poised for a strike ballot 
over “remote signing on”. 

The Unite union 
describes the proposed 
system as a huge 
“experiment with the 
capital’s vital transport 
system” and designed for 
profits not passengers.

Under remote signing 
on, drivers would not report 
to a depot but would meet 
their bus and begin work 
at a location such as a bus 
stop.

This would mean there 
will be no checks to ensure 
the driver is fit and well to 
drive a bus

There will be no toilet 
facilities, rest and canteen 
provision. And drivers will 
be forced to wait for their 
bus to arrive in all weathers, 

potentially harming their 
health and ability to drive a 
bus over a long shift

Affected workers have 
described the proposals as 
a massive insult to a group 
of workers working during 
the pandemic, in which 29 
drivers have died.

Metroline dominates 
routes in the north and 
the west of the capital 
and accounts for a sixth of 
London bus drivers. 

Unite represents over 
4,000 drivers at the 
company.

In an earlier consultative 
ballot Unite members 
voted 99 percent vote in 
favour of industrial action 
at Metroline West and 
98 percent in favour at 
Metroline Travel.

Strikes could start in the 
autumn.

AN ART installation at London’s Tate Modern highlights job cuts           Picture: @tate_united on twitter 

LOCAL newspaper 
journalists in Warwickshire, 
Worcestershire and the West 
Midlands launched a second 
round of strikes on Tuesday 
of this week. 

The members of the NUJ 
union are fighting attacks on 
jobs and pay—and defying 
bosses’ attempts to recruit 
scab labour.

Journalists at Bullivant 
Media, based in Redditch, 
began their strike on Tuesday 
and were set to strike again 
on Wednesday of this week. 

The latest action follows 
a first round of strikes on 
Tuesday and Wednesday of 
last week.

Bosses at Bullivant 
want to cut the number 
of editorial staff working 
on its nine newspapers, 
including issuing compulsory 
redundancies. 

It comes after several 
months of journalists being 
underpaid.

They also plan to cut back 

on professional photography, 
and undermine journalists’ 
jobs by using non-editorial 
staff to take on journalistic 
work. 

And last week they placed 
adverts in their newspapers 
for temporary journalist 
jobs—in an apparent effort to 
break the strike.

 Bullivant Media NUJ 
Chapel said, “All of the 
journalists working for the 
company are united, we 
have taken action calling for 
fair pay, improved working 
practices and against the 
compulsory redundancy of a 
valued colleague.

“We call on all journalists 
not to work for Bullivant 
Media Limited during our 
strike.” 
lDonate to the NUJ strike 
hardship fund. Sort code 
60-83-01 Account number 
20049274 Account name  
NUJ Manchester. Please label 
donation as “Bullivant strike”
Nick Clark

Sacked for 
speaking out 
BRITISH CABLES Company 
has sacked two workers 
for raising Covid-19 safety 
issues.

After a co-worker tested 
positive in April, Steve 
Saxon and Mark Vernon 
expressed concerns about 
management’s careless 
attitude towards wellbeing.

They also contacted 
their GMB union about 
several alleged breaches 
of government rules by the 
company.

Shaun Buckley, GMB 
organiser, said, “Steve and 
Mark have been sacked for 
daring to speak out—for 
daring to try and keep them, 
their colleagues and the 
public at large safe. 

“GMB vows to fight this 
injustice and will continue 
to highlight the need for 
companies to adhere to 
Covid-19 guidance to keep its 
workers safe.”

Cut bosses, 
not workers
NUJ UNION reps at the BBC 
have called for management 
to be streamlined, instead 
of programme makers’ 
jobs being cut.

Reps passed a motion last 
week condemning cuts to 
journalism that have been made 
while 15 senior managers earn 
£150,000 or more. 

On top of these there are 
many other senior managers 
who will be earning somewhere 
between £100,000 to £150,000 
a year. 

NUJ reps said, “We recognise 
the BBC is facing some very 
serious budget constraints, but 
we urge the director general 
and all who are in positions of 
authority, to look at the ratio of 
managers to staff.”

Reps have demanded 
that the BBC prioritises 
programme makers and reduce 
management to match other 
public sector organisations with 
similar budget challenges.

EXTINCTION REBELLION

JOURNALISTS

CULTURE

CLIMATE change protesters 
with Extinction Rebellion 
(XR) staged protests in 
towns and cities across 
Britain last weekend.

A large demonstration in 
Brighton saw off “Lightship 
Greta”—a symbolic warning 
boat that activists are 
dragging all the way to 
London.

Protesters began in 
Brighton’s Pavilion Gardens, 
then marched along the 
seafront to the i360 viewing 
tower which is owned by 
British Airways.

Marchers linked their 
struggle to the Black Lives 
Matter movement. They 
chanted “Justice for Jimmy 
Mubenga”—an asylum seeker 
who was killed by security 
guards as they restrained 
him on a British Airways 
deportation flight.

Activists marched on 
Bristol airport against 
expansion plans. They 
gathered at nearby Felton 
Common then—many 
wearing air traffic controller 
costumes—marched to a 

demonstration. In Leeds 
activists protested in 
Millennium Square and 
outside Leeds Art Gallery, 
while a group of cyclists held 
a bike ride around the city.

Meanwhile in south 
London, activists protested 
near fossil fuel company 
Shell’s headquarters.

And in north London 
protesters took action to 
demand the closure of an 
incinerator in Edmonton.

In Tower Hamlets, 
east London, protesters 
highlighted poor air quality.

In Birmingham, up to 300 
protesters marched against 
the HS2 highspeed railway 
from London. Some activists 
entered the building site and 
occupied a digger. 

One protester, Andy, had 
to go to hospital after being 
assaulted by a security guard. 
“He came up out of the corner 
of my eye and launched me 
into the digger,” Andy told 
Socialist Worker.

“They shouldn’t be 
assaulting people—it’s a 
peaceful protest.”

XR local actions’ success

Journalists strike against 
attacks on jobs and pay 

On the picket line at the Redditch Standard                               Picture: NuJ       



Published by Larkham Printers & Publishers Ltd. Correspondence address: PO Box 74955, London, E16 9EJ. Printed by trade union labour at Reach Printing Services

£1   No.2720  2 September 2020    

THE LAUNCH of the rebellion in London on Tuesday  Pictures: Guy smallman

REBELS—BACK 
ON THE STREETS
by SARAH BATES

EXTINCTION REBELLION 
(XR) kicked off ten days of 
protests on Tuesday with 
defiant action in London, 
Cardiff and Manchester. 

The climate change direct 
action group is planning dis-
ruption in the three cities to 
draw attention to ecological 
disaster. 

“The government is fail-
ing to do what’s necessary 
to keep people safe. We are 
here, taking action, because 
they criminal negligence is 
putting lives at risk,” said XR.

“They must not be allowed 
to carry on like this. 

“We have an opportu-
nity to turn this sinking ship 
around but we must act now, 
not next year not in ten years. 
Now.”

Thousands of people 
marched in London to 
demand that the Climate 
Change and Ecological 
Emergency (CEE) Bill is 
passed by parliament, back 
on Tuesday after its summer 
recess. 

Hannah told Socialist 
Worker she had travelled 
from Salisbury to be part of 

the rebellion. “We need some 
action and we need MPs to 
back the CEE Bill—although 
who knows if they will with a 
Tory government,” she said.

The bill, spearheaded by 
XR activists, calls on the gov-
ernment to take urgent action 
on climate change. It argues 
for a comprehensive plan 
to deal with emissions and 
halt temperature rise and to 
actively conserve and restore 
nature. It also demands 
Citizens’ Assemblies so ordi-
nary people can have a say. 

Eighteen year old Io was 
at her first rebellion and 
said she was drawn to action 
because “it’s so important to 
do something”.

Hurricanes
“We are starting to see the 
effects of climate change 
now,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “The US had two 
hurricanes at once and the 
Caribbean is suffering from 
storm after storm.”

Four big marches led pro-
testers from central London 
locations to parliament 
square. 

Talks, Citizens’ Assemblies 
and rallies are due to be held 
there throughout this week 

and next. Thousands of rebels 
marched on the roads circling 
parliament square, led by the 
beat of several samba bands.

In Manchester ,  hun-
dreds of people gathered 
in St Peter’s Square, and in 
Cardiff they streamed into 
the streets.

It follows regional rebel-
lions across 30 different 
locations last weekend, 
where activists held small 
scale actions to draw atten-
tion to this week’s rebellion. 

Despite the onslaught of 
Covid-19—and the threat 
of a £10,000 fine faced by 
organisers—activists said it 
was critical to keep pushing 
for urgent action. 

Hannah she said it was 
hypocritical for politicians 
to criticise XR for taking to 
the streets, because “There’s 
some sports matches going 
ahead and this seems more 
important.”

Most rebels wore fare 
masks and there were efforts 
for people to remain at a dis-
tance from each other.

Strands
The first day of the rebel-
l ion drew in different 
strands of the environmental 
movement. 

It included clean air cam-
paigners, those fighting 
high speed railway HS2 and 
animal rights activists. 

One protester, who had 
been campaigning against 
HS2 since April said, “We 
have to act now to avoid cat-
astrophic consequences of 
climate change. We are facing 
millions of deaths especially 
in the Global South. 

“Climate change is not 
something happening in the 

future—it’s happening now. 
For some, it’s already game 
over.  The sooner we act, the 
more lives we save. 

He said that activists were 
hoping the rebellion would 
“kickstart the environmental 
movement”.  

“We’re here because we 
want to live and we want our 
families to survive,” he said. 

Linda told Socialist Worker 
she had come from east 
London because “there’s no 
other option—we’re running 
out of time”.

“I come to XR stuff because 
it’s about the mass move-
ment,” she said. “That’s the 
only thing that’s ever going 
to change anything. People 
power is the only thing that’s 
worked in the past.”

XR has always been at its 
strongest when it has taken 
to the streets and drawn in 
tens of thousands of people. 

It should ensure its focus is 
on mass participation by ordi-
nary people, and not lay all 
its hopes on the machinations 
of parliament.

On other pages
Anti-racists call for justice 
and equality >>Page 3

Protesters demand action from parliament

It’s about the 
movement—
that’s the only 
thing that’s 
going to work

‘‘ 
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