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FAILED Covid-19 infections spiral, hospital cases rise
FAILED Privatised test and trace system collapsed 
FAILED Unsafe schools and universities reopened
FAILED Health service not prepared for new crisis
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IMMIGRATION 

Horror of refugee 
detention camps 
in US and Greece
ANTI-RACISTS FEAR women 
at an US immigration 
detention centre are being 
forced to have unnecessary 
hysterectomies after a nurse 
blew the whistle about 
appalling health conditions. 

Meanwhile, refugees in 
Greece face horrific conditions 
after a camp burnt down on 
the island of Lesvos.  
>>Pages 8 and 20

LABOUR PARTY 

Starmer’s ‘new 
leadership’ 
cements right 
LABOUR’S online conference 
began last week under the 
slogan “a new leadership”. 

It was a heavy handed 
way of showing Keir 
Starmer has dumped the 
left wing politics of previous 
leader Jeremy Corbyn. 

In his keynote speech, 
Starmer appealed to 
patriotism.
>>Page 7

UNITED STATES 

Donald Trump 
is escalating the  
ideological war 
IT’S ALWAYS a mistake to 
underestimate Donald Trump. 
And not underestimating 
him means taking him 
seriously as an ideologist. 

Alex Callinicos argues there 
are three dimensions to the 
ideological positions Trump 
takes.
>>Page 6
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US state threatens to shoot 
anti-racists in Washington
THE US state prepared 
to use live fire against 
anti‑ racist protesters in 
Washington, a  congressional 
inquiry has heard.

The inquiry also heard 
chilling details of how 
the state prepared to use 
 terrifying new “heat ray” 
weaponry against protests.

Federal officials started to 
stockpile ammunition hours 
before US security forces 
 forcibly cleared protesters 
from Lafayette Square in June.

P r o t e s t e r s  w e r e 
 demonstrating over the police 
killing of George Floyd.

Officials also sought 
out devices that can emit 
 deafening sounds and make 
anyone within range feel as 
if their skin is on fire. 

Washington National 
Guard Major  Adam D 
DeMarco gave evidence to 
the congressional inquiry 

last week. He said defence 
officials had been searching 
for crowd control technol-
ogy that had previously been 
seen as too unpredictable to 
use even in war zones. 

They had also authorised 
the transfer of about 7,000 
rounds of ammunition to the 
local armoury.

On 1 June the defence 
department ’s  top mil i -
tary police officer in the 
Washington region sent 
an email to officers in the 
National Guard. It asked 
whether the unit had a long 
range acoustic device or 
a microwave-like weapon 
called the Active Denial 
System. 

This was designed by the 
military to make people feel 
like their skin is burning 
when in range of its invisible 
rays.

The technology, also called 

a “heat ray”, was developed 
to disperse large crowds in 
the early 2000s. 

It was then was shelved 
amid concerns about its effec-
tiveness, safety and the ethics 
of using it on humans.

Pentagon officials were 
reluctant to use the device 
in Iraq. 

In late 2018 the New York 
Times newspaper reported 
that officials had consid-
ered using the device against 
migrants at the US-Mexico 
border.

lTHE TORIES could be preparing to use 
the coronavirus crisis as an excuse 

to freeze benefits and public sector pay. 
Chancellor Rishi Sunak also reportedly wants 
to tear up the “triple lock” for pensions. 
This means the state pension has to rise 
each year in line with price growth, wage 
growth or 2.5 percent—whichever is higher. 
Sunak now says this is unaffordable.

 Scottish miners set  to 
be pardoned for strike 
HUNDREDS OF miners 
in Scotland who were 
convicted of crimes during 
the 1984-5 Miners’ Strike 
are set to be pardoned.

An independent 
review set up by the 
Scottish government has 
proposed the move. It 
would cover some miners 
who have since died.

The review team 
reported that the miners 
affected thought they 
had been punished in 
a “grossly excessive 
manner”. The Scott 
Report concluded, “It 
is hard to disagree.”

The report suggests 
that 1,400 miners in 
Scotland were arrested 
during the strike, and 
more than 500 convicted 

of a crime. It cites figures 
estimating that hundreds 
of the convictions were 
for breach of the peace.

It said many miners saw 
their pensions cut and 
found it hard to get other 
work. “This compounded a 
sense of injustice,” it said. 
Some men felt “crushed” 
by their treatment, 
with some suffering 
nervous breakdowns 
or killing themselves.

Car crash cop was 
rushing home for tea 
A COP put on 
his blue lights 
“without 
reason” 
after his 
wife texted 
him to say 
his “tea 
was on the 
table”.

John 
Byrne put on his 
emergency lights in an 
unmarked police car 
and drove at up to 80 
miles an hour through 
Liverpool in November 
last year. 

He went through a red 
light, before crashing 
into a BMW. 

His wife had sent 
him a picture of his tea.

Byrne, a former 
guardsman for 
the queen, 
admitted 
one count of 
dangerous 
driving in a 
court case 

last week. The 
court heard that 

he was “tired and 
hungry” on the day in 

question.
He was disqualified 

from driving for 12 
months and given a 
12‑month community 
order.

Byrne could also be 
sacked by Merseyside 
Police. It isn’t known 
what the tea he was 
racing home for was.

New job for 
Grayling…
FORMER TORY transport 
secretary Chris Grayling 
has been handed a 
£100,000 job advising the 
owner of some of Britain’s 
top ports. The “job” 
consists of seven hours’ 
work a week for a year.

Grayling will advise 
Hutchison Ports, which 
operates Harwich and 
Felixstowe among other 
ferry terminals. 

He’s clearly well 
qualified for his new role.

As transport secretary 
he gave a £13.8 million 
ferry contract to Seaborne 
Freight—which had no 
ferries. 

This and other contracts 
were later cancelled, at an 
estimated cost of £56.6 
million.

A parliamentary 
watchdog has approved 
Grayling’s latest 
appointment, despite a 
“perceived risk” that it 
might give the firm an 
unfair advantage.

And while Grayling 
rakes in the cash, 
Hutchison Ports workers 
are losing out. 

Staff at the Felixstowe 
port have lost their annual 
Christmas bonus and 
suffered damaging shift 
changes, according to 
the Unite union. It said 
Grayling’s “cushy number 
at the port is an insult”.

“Hutchison Ports clearly 
has money to burn,” it 
added.

…and for  
Tom Watson
FORMER LABOUR deputy 
leader Tom Watson is now 
an adviser to Flutter, which 
owns gambling brands 
including Paddy Power, 
Betfair, Sky Bet and Poker 
Stars.

Watson was a vocal 
campaigner against 
gambling when he was 
an MP. He had called 
for an end to gambling 
advertising on football 
shirts, and a ban on TV 
adverts during live sports 
events.

Watson described 
gambling as a “hidden 
epidemic”. 

Flutter said he will be 
“immersing himself” in its 
business, bringing a “fresh 
and robust voice”.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Misery etched 
on his face’
A Tory MP describes the prime 
minister Boris Johnson

‘He’s always 
worried about 
money’
Donald Trump explains 
why they think Johnson is 
miserable

‘Loads of kids 
get sniffles in the 
autumn’
A government spokesperson 
explains how plans for a new 
advertising campaign to keep 
children in school is about to 
be launched

‘It’s a powerful 
lament, a true 
work of art’
Mail online columnist 
Sarah Vine praises 
Gil Scott Heron’s song 
‘Whitey on the moon’

‘Black Lives 
Matter, a sinister 
organisation 
hiding behind a 
noble sentiment 
–have infiltrated 
our own, far more 
tolerant society’
Vine goes on to explain that 
in contrast comedian Sophie 
Duker joking ‘Kill Whitey’ 
should be the end of the BBC

‘Extravagant 
luxury fused with 
utility’
Description of a £31,000 Dolce 
and Gabbana painted fridge 
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l TEN COPS have lost a legal battle 
to stop Police Scotland taking 

disciplinary action against them over 
their dodgy WhatsApp messages. The 
officers are accused of sharing racist, 
antisemitic and sexist messages and 
of crime scenes. They said their rights 
to privacy had been breached after 
senior officers uncovered two private 
WhatsApp groups. One group was called 
Quality Polis and the other PC Piggies.



 Students to  
 strike for  
 the climate
SCHOOL STRIKERS around 
the world were set to 
take action this Friday to 
demand that governments 
take the climate emergency 
seriously. 

Activists from the Fridays 
For Future campaign—led 
by Greta Thunberg—are 
set to strike and protest 
for the first time since 
the coronavirus pandemic 
began.

“Extreme weather driven 
by the climate crisis is 
accelerating around the 
world, and yet we still don’t 
treat it as a crisis,” said 
Thunberg.

“We are in a global 
emergency that affects all of 
us. However, not everyone is 
suffering its consequences 
equally.”

It will also mark a year 
since the global week of 
action 20-27 September, 
when around 7.5 million 
people took part in strikes 
or protests. 

Worried
But activists are worried 
that the pandemic is 
stopping urgent action on 
the climate crisis. 

“We live in the midst of 
a pandemic, but climate 
change is just as much of a 
crisis as it was before,” said 
Fridays for Future. 

“As society is starting to 
open up in many places in 
the world, global emissions 
and resource use is rapidly 
increasing and we are 
running out of time,” it 
added.

This week’s activity 
is set to focus on the 
“Mapa”—a term for “most 
affected people and areas”.

Campaigners want to 
show that these areas 
are most at danger from 
ecological chaos.

 Tories refuse to take the  
 blame for Covid-19 spike
by ISABEL RINGROSE

THE TORIES’ drive to push  people 
back to work—and reopen the 
economy—has plunged Britain 
into a second wave of coronavirus 
infections.

Now they’re trying to shift the 
blame onto ordinary people.

After reopening pubs,  restaurants 
and leisure centres, the Tories now 
say people are irresponsible for 
using them. 

Crowds in Blackpool were the 
target for blame last weekend. 

The real culprits are the Tories—
including their complete failure of a 
test and trace system.

Health secretary Matt Hancock 
has said the government will bring 
in “more stringent enforcement” if 
people don’t follow the rules.

Yet the rules he points to change 
from day to day, and from place to 
place. 

It’s clear the government has lost 
control—and is masking it with 
hypocrisy.

In June the Tories said  households 
would be allowed to mix in “bubbles”.  

N o w  m i x i n g  b e t w e e n 
 households has been blamed for 
a rise in  coronavirus cases in 
Wolverhampton. 

Rishi Sunak’s “eat out to help out” 
scheme actively encouraged people 
to go to restaurants to “save the 
economy”.

Pub-goers
Now the Tories are pointing to  
pub-goers as the cause of the rise in 
cases.

But the most significant spikes are 
in workplaces and schools. One in 
every 20 children in England are out 
of school because of issues linked to 
the pandemic.

For all the confusion and chaos at 
the top, none of the Tories want to 
shut workplaces down again.

Ministers pushed for the unsafe 
return to work and schools to get 
businesses up and running. Profit 
was more important than safety.

And with universities about to 
reopen, the situation is set to become 
worse.

More than two million students 
are set to return to universities 
within the next month. 

Many will have to travel across 
the country to start the academic 
year. The UCU university workers’ 
union has called this a “recipe for 
disaster”. 

Cases have gone up since schools 
reopened and universities are sure to 
follow this trend.

Higher education bosses say they 
have worked hard to plan for a safe 
return to all aspects of student life.

But different universities have 
 different measures in place. 

Some are opting for a mixture 
of face to face teaching and online 
contact hours, while some are online 
only.

Students are being told to limit 

socialising to their households. 
The Tories previously argued that 

young people in groups of more than 
30 were causing the rise in cases. 

Now they want to use the “rule of 
six” to scapegoat students. 

The message to students is to 
stay at home, but some will also be 
taught in “managed groups”, be able 
to drink in the student union and 
take part in sporting activities.

The Tories will try to cover up 
these mixed messages by insisting 
reckless students are responsible for 
the Covid-19 disaster.

But the blame lies with them.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

THE TORIES reopened schools—now one in 20 students are absent

Matt Hancock
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Riots after police 
shoot Cherry 
Groce
PEOPLE IN Brixton, south 
London, erupted in anger 
after cops shot Cherry 
Groce in her home.

Cherry was left 
paralysed until she died 
in 2011. Her death was 
linked to kidney failure 
following the shooting.

 Court blow for women’s pension fight
CAMPAIGNING women have 
suffered another setback in their 
battle against the raising of  
their state pension age from  
60 to 66. 

Last week the Court of Appeal 
ruled that this didn’t amount to 
unlawful discrimination, and that 
the government didn’t have a duty 
to tell women directly about the 
changes.

Campaign group Women 
Against State Pension Inequality 
(WASPI), said it would “continue 
to campaign for what we believe 
is achievable and affordable”.

“Women were informed directly 
some 14 years after the State 
Pension age was first changed, 
many only given  

18 months notice, of up to a six-
year increase, many others were 
not informed at all,” it said.

“This left their retirement plans 
shattered.”

The crowdfunded test case 
was brought by Julie Delve and 
Karen Glynn from the Backto60 

campaign group. 
The Parliamentary and 

Health Service Ombudsman is 
looking into complaints made 
to the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) over the raising 
of the pension age. 

The DWP has received 
thousands of complaints from 
women who weren’t told they 
would have to work several more  
years to receive their pension.

The government claims this 
move was to equalise rights 
between women and men, who 
also can only collect their pension 
at age 66.

In reality it was a cost-cutting 
measure, designed to rob women 
of their pensions.
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 People Before Profit says  
 protect jobs and safety
A COALITION of trade 
unionists, campaigners 
and socialists 
are launching an 
emergency programme 
to fight the Tories’ 
plan to make working 
class people pay for 
the coronavirus crisis.

The People Before 
Profit group plans to 
launch its programme 
for jobs, services and 
safety at an online 
meeting next Tuesday, 
29 September.

Speakers include 
left wing Labour MP 
John McDonnell, 
PCS civil service 
workers’ union 
general secretary 
Mark Serwotka and 
CWU communication 
workers’ union 
president Jane Loftus.

People Before 
Profit is demanding 
an extension of the 
furlough scheme for 
“at least 12 months” 
to stop the immediate 
threat of mass 
redundancies.

And it adds that “we 
will support any group 
of workers that strikes 
or occupies their 
workplace to defend 
jobs”.

The group is 

calling for a massive 
programme or green 
investment to make 
sure there’s no return 
to the “business as 
usual” of low paid 
jobs.

“We need to 
‘re‑purpose’ industries 
like aviation, 
car production, 
engineering to 
urgently address the 
climate crisis, end 
dependency on fossil 
fuels and to provide a 
million climate jobs,” 
it says.

“Services like Royal 
Mail, rail, energy 
and water must be 
brought back into 

public ownership.” 
And it calls for a 
“massive transfer of 
resources from the 
rich” to pay for the 
programme.

People Before 
Profit supports strikes, 
protest and action to 
stop the Tories’ and 
bosses’ attacks, saying 
activists have to “build 
fighting unions” and 
show “solidarity with 
every fightback”.

The meeting is also 
backed by Disabled 
People Against Cuts, 
Extinction Rebellion 
York and local 
coronavirus action 
groups. 

PCS union leader Mark Serwotka

 NHS could be ‘overwhelmed’
NHS emergency 
services could be 
“overwhelmed by a 
huge spike” in virus 
cases, professor Chris 
Whitty warned this 
week.

The daily average 
number of people 
being admitted for 
coronavirus has risen 
from 59 to 178 in the 
past two weeks. 

And if the NHS is 
overwhelmed with 
virus cases, patients 
with other health 
conditions will suffer.

Whitty said the 
rising virus cases 
could see “a reduction 
in treatment in 

other areas, in early 
diagnosis of disease 
and in prevention 
programme”.

The warning comes 
as panic grows among 
health workers about 
the impact of a second 
wave of Covid‑19.

Emergency 
Nightingale hospitals, 
set up specifically 
to treat coronavirus 
patients, are on high 
alert.

Birmingham’s 
temporary Nightingale 
hospital has been put 
on standby to begin 
treating patients 
within days.

David Rosser from 

University Hospitals 
Birmingham NHS 
Trust described high 
levels of stress among 
workers.

“The levels of 
anxiety among 
our staff is beyond 
anything I have 
experienced in over  
30 years,” he said.

 Fine threats from Hancock
TOP TORIES are 
encouraging us to 
report each other 
for breaches of 
coronavirus rules.

Health secretary 
Matt Hancock said last 
week that he would 
call the cops if he saw 
a neighbour flouting 
the rules.

This could include 
someone who was not 
self‑isolating when 
they should be.

Hancock added 
that “everybody 
should” report on their 
neighbours.

People face fines 
of up to £10,000 for 
breaches of the rules. 

But some people 
are more likely to be 
hit with a fine than 
others.

Tory advisor 
Dominic Cummings 
still faces no action 
over his trip to 
Durham when he had 
virus symptoms in 
April.
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 Deadly Tory 
policies put 
more people 
at risk from 
coronavirus
by ISABEL RINGROSE

A SECOND wave of coronavirus 
in Britain is imminent as cases 
continue to rise.

England’s chief medical officer 
Chris Whitty warned on Tuesday 
that Britain could see 50,000 new 
cases a day by mid‑October.

Whitty said Britain had “turned a 
corner” for the worse.

Some 4,322 cases of coronavirus 
were confirmed last Friday. It was 
the first time the daily total of posi‑
tive daily tests has exceeded 4,000 
since 8 May. A further 4,422 cases 
were confirmed last Saturday.

The government is in disarray.
The Tories have failed to stop the 

spike in cases across Britain. Instead, 
they have responded to outbreaks by 
imposing local lockdown measures.

At least 13.9 million people, 
roughly one in five of the popu‑
lation, faced local restrictions on 
Tuesday of this week.

In Lancashire, Merseyside, parts 
of the Midlands, the north east and 
West Yorkshire tighter restrictions 
have been brought in. 

New ru le s  ban  separa te 
 households from meeting at home or 
in private, and pubs and  restaurants 
must shut early.

But they can remain open 
throughout the day. And schools and 
workplaces are staying open.

This has led many people to 
 question why they can meet family 
members in pubs, but not at home.

Boris Johnson opposes “bigger 
lockdown measures” and has said he 
will call for tighter social distancing 
instead.

But health secretary Matt Hancock 
has warned that Britain has reached 
the “tipping point” and refuses to 
rule out a full national lockdown.

The Tories hope that  bringing in 
“circuit breakers” will stop the trans‑
mission of the virus.

These are short periods of 
 tightened restrictions  nationwide. 
But again, this will not include clos‑
ing schools and workplaces.

A temporary two‑week “circuit 
break” that closed bars and restau‑
rants would only be a short‑term fix.

Johnson has said Britain is seeing 
an “inevitable” second wave of infec‑
tions. But it was not inevitable.

If the government had not 
rushed into the unsafe reopening of 
 workplaces and schools, the virus 
would not have spread. 

And if the Tories had invested in a 
properly functioning testing system, it 
would be easier to contain it. Instead, 
the testing system has collapsed.

A mobile coronavirus test centre 
in Solihull was closed last weekend. 
A “glitch” in the government’s online 
booking system meant it was unpre‑
pared for the 400 people who had 
booked in.

Tory MP Jacob Rees‑Mogg has 
ridiculously called for people to cel‑
ebrate the “phenomenal success” of 
increasing test capacity.

But more than four out of five 
schools in England have pupils stuck 
at home because they cannot access 
Covid‑19 tests.

Meanwhile Eton College paid 
a private provider to test all of its 
staff and students as they returned 
to school. 

BACK STORY
The number of new virus cases in 
Britain is rising sharply
lOver 4,000 people tested 
positive for Covid-19 on both 
Friday and Saturday of last week
lIt’s the first time the number 
of positive daily tests exceeded 
4,000 since May
lMinisters are divided on how to 
respond, but many don’t want a 
new national lockdown
lThey are driven by fears about 
the impact a new lockdown would 
have on bosses’ profits

PEOPLE ARE forced to queue for coronavirus tests—often to be told there are none to be had 

 New care home cases ‘inevitable’  
 as test and trace system in chaos 
by SARAH BATES

VULNERABLE PEOPLE and care 
workers are bracing themselves 
for the second wave of coronavirus 
infections. 

Nadra Ahmed, chair of industry 
body the National Care Association, 
said the virus is “beginning to move 
into care homes” again. 

At least 15,000 deaths in care 
homes have been attributed to 
Covid‑19, but the real figure is 
much higher. There have been 
almost 27,000 excess deaths in care 
homes since the pandemic began.

The government said last Friday 
that residents would be discharged 
from hospitals into care homes, but 
they should be isolated for 14 days. 

Hospitals
Routine discharges from hospitals 
into care facilities was a major 
driver of deaths during the first 
wave of the pandemic. 

Ahmed said workers and 
residents were still waiting five 
or six days for test results. And 
she added that “not many” care 
homes have facilities where 

residents can safely isolate for two 
weeks. In a bid to halt coronavirus 
transmission, many care homes 
have stopped visits from friends 
and family, causing distress to 
vulnerable people. 

The government claims it is 
pumping £546 million into a winter 
infection control plan.

This will allow homes to hire 
extra permanent staff, pay workers’ 
wages when they are self‑isolating 

and to secure exclusive access to 
agency staff.

The idea is to stop workers, 
many of whom work for agencies 
across multiple homes, transmitting 
the disease between facilities.

But the government isn’t doing 
enough to keep people safe. 

Raging
Even care bosses are raging at the 
government’s failure to develop a 
robust test and trace system. 

Mark Adams, chief executive of 
Community Integrated Care, said, 
“It is inevitable our staff will be 
exposed to the virus. The only thing 
we have to protect us is testing. 

“The government had their 
chance to fix this but I can’t 
imagine how they could have 
messed it up more if they tried.”

The government claimed last 
week that care workers will get 
free supplies of masks, aprons and 
gloves this winter. 

But so far, care home bosses are 
excluded from schemes to source 
large amounts of PPE. They say 
that, as a result, PPE costs have 
soared more than tenfold. 

Care staff and residents are at risk
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TORIES COVER UP BLOOD 
SCANDAL THAT RUINED LIVES

 A 
TORY government 
knowingly put ordinary 
people’s health at 
risk and caused the 
unnecessary deaths of 

thousands of people. They then 
poured time, effort and money 
into trying to cover up their 
actions.  

But this is not about the ongoing 
coronavirus crisis. It’s about the 
contaminated blood scandal.  Tens 
of thousands of people contracted 
hepatitis or HIV after being given 
contaminated blood products 
during the late 1970s and 80s. 

Around 3,000 haemophiliacs 
have died.  And some people will 
still be unaware that they were 
given tainted blood.  The Tories 
are still trying to cover up these 
monstrous crimes. 

An inquiry into the scandal 
reopened on Tuesday of this week, 
as the Treasury denied a Freedom 
of Information (FOI) request for 
critical documents.  

It said publishing them would 
be “disruptive”. And it whined 
that the documents could be 
“distorted” by the media.  

Jason Evans, whose father died 
after being given contaminated 
blood, made the FOI request. He 
wanted the government to release 

further pages from a 1989 file 
called Haemophiliacs with AIDS/
HIV: Macfarlane Trust and Social 
Security.  

Jason had to send eight 
further letters and appeal to the 
Information Commissioner’s 
Office before even receiving 
a reply.  The Treasury claimed 
that releasing the material could 
“prejudice the administration of 
justice”. Jason said the decision 
was “outrageous”.  

Des Collins of Collins Solicitors, 
which represents over 1,400 
families affected, said, “Our clients 
are very concerned that this may 
be the beginning of yet another 
cover-up.”  

The tainted blood scandal 
exposed the deadly consequences 
of governments putting money 
before human health. It could 

have been avoided.  Documents 
released in January showed that 
Scotland’s blood transfusion 
service could have supplied blood 
product Factor 8 to the NHS in 
England and Wales.  

The first offer was made in 
the late 1960s and reaffirmed in 
1980-81. But officials repeatedly 
rejected it. Instead, they continued 
to import blood products cheaply 
from the US, despite repeated 
warnings that they were unsafe.  

Victims have been treated with 
utter contempt. Some weren’t told 
they had been infected until years 
afterwards—and could have gone 
on to infect others.  

Others were told they were 
“imagining” symptoms or were 
denied treatment. 

Those infected often suffered 
horrendous physical symptoms, 
and psychological trauma. Many 
lives have been ruined. And people 
are still having to fight to get truth 
and justice.  

Today we have another health 
scandal destroying the lives of tens 
of thousands of people.  And once 
again, much of the devastation is 
avoidable.  The scandal continues 
because the Tories and the system 
they represent doesn’t value 
ordinary people’s lives.

WE STAND WITH PALESTINE
 PROMINENT Palestinians in 

Britain have written an open 
letter to the Labour Party 

insisting on their right to call 
Israel—and its founding ideology 
Zionism—racist. But only a few 
publications would print it.

In this letter, Palestinians insist 
that they must be allowed to 
criticise Zionism as “a political 
ideology and movement that has 
led to our dispossession and that 
sustains a state that discriminates 
against us and denies us our 
collective rights.” In the Labour 

Party, the ability to do that is being 
whittled away. Labour adopted 
the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance definition 
of antisemitism, along with a list of 
examples, in 2018. 

This ruled out calling Israel a 
“racist endeavour”. Supporters of 
the definition insisted it wouldn’t 
infringe on the right to criticise 
Israel.  But it denies Palestinians 
the right to explain their history 
as one of oppression.

 And since the definition was 
passed Labour members have 

faced disciplinary measures for 
criticisms of Israel.

The Palestinians, supported by 
the Palestine Solidarity Campaign, 
sent their letter to The New 
Statesman magazine, Tribune 
magazine and the Labourlist blog. 
None would publish it. Tribune 
didn’t even deign to reply.

Socialist Worker was happy to 
republish the open letter on our 
website—and to keep defending 
the right to stand with Palestinians.
Read the open letter at  
bit.ly/PalestineOpenLetter

Victims have 
been treated  
with utter 
contempt

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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Trump is escalating 
an ideological war
IT’S ALWAYS been a mistake to underestimate 
Donald Trump. This is especially true now, when he’s 
fighting ferociously to stay in the White House. Not 
underestimating him means taking him seriously as a 
political operator, but also as an ideologist.

There are three dimensions to the ideological positions 
Trump takes. The first is the economic nationalism that 
helped him win in 2016. It is expressed in the trade wars 
with China and—at a slower tempo—with the European 
Union.

Secondly, there is the “culture war” that the unsuccessful 
right wing presidential candidate Pat Buchanan declared 
at the 1992 Republican convention. This is about reversing 
the reforms won thanks to mass struggles in the 1960s and 
1970s.

These reforms didn’t seek to overthrow capitalism in the 
US, but to extend the citizenship rights promised to everyone 
at the end of the 1861-5 Civil War. An obvious example is 
the black struggle for Civil Rights in the South. 

The 1973 Roe vs Wade decision by the Supreme Court 
legalising abortion was also a landmark victory.

 Buchanan targeted Democratic presidential candidate 
Bill Clinton’s alleged support for “abortion on demand, 
homosexual rights, discrimination against religious schools, 
women in combat units”. 

These are the issues that particularly motivate the 
Christian right, whom Trump has been careful to cultivate, 
particularly by appointing conservatives as federal judges.

The death last Friday of justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, a 
liberal feminist, gives Trump the opportunity to instal a right 
wing 6-3 majority on the Supreme Court which might then 
reverse Roe vs Wade.

But we shouldn’t ignore the third ideological dimension 
to Trump—his war on the anti-capitalist and anti-racist left. 
This came out most clearly in a speech he made last week at 
a conference on US history.

“Left wing mobs have torn down statues of our founders, 
desecrated our memorials, and carried out a campaign of 
violence and anarchy,” Trump said. “Far left demonstrators 
have chanted the words ‘America was never great.’”  He 
linked this to what he claims is the ideological penetration 
of the US education system by left wing ideas, naming the 
Marxist historian Howard Zinn.

“Students in our universities are inundated with critical 
race theory. This is a Marxist doctrine holding that America 
is a wicked and racist nation, that even young children are 
complicit in oppression, and that our entire society must be 
radically transformed.” 

Influence
Trump is of course right. Marxists and other anti-racist 
scholars have for decades been documenting the racist 
roots of US society. Unfortunately, these scholars’ influence 
has been limited. The tweet Trump endorsed denouncing 
“critical race theory” as “the greatest threat to western 
civilisation” is way off the mark. But the Black Lives Matter 
(BLM) risings this summer changed the situation. A militant 
movement has emerged that gives the lie to the idea that the 
US is a “post-racial” society.

Trump has seized on these protests to beat the drum 
of law and order. And his ideological assault on the left is 
linked to his Twitter denunciations of “Antifa” activists and 
his encouragement of both cops and his own supporters 
physically to attack BLM activists. This has led to at least 
three fatal shootings. 

Trump’s tactics are raising the stakes in the election, 
seeking to brand Biden as a fellow traveller of the “left 
wing cultural revolution”. But they seem designed also to 
provide the ideological cement for Trump’s own militant 
street movement. Already there are widespread fears 
being expressed in mainstream circles that, if he looks like 
losing the election in November, he will mobilise his armed 
supporters to keep him in the White House.

We’ll see whether Trump is able to hang on, 
constitutionally or unconstitutionally. 

But for his own opportunistic reasons, he is transforming 
the scattered, fragmented, incoherent far right into 
something that could be the beginnings of a real fascist 
movement. This may be the worst part of his legacy.

People queue at an overwhelmed testing centre in Venissieux

France battered by Covid-19 
second wave catastrophe
by YURI PRASAD

FRANCE IS now tightly in 
the grip of a second wave 
of coronavirus infections.

It is both a warning 
to the rest of Europe—
and a  damning verdict on 
 governments that lifted 
lockdown restrictions early 
in order to “restart the 
economy”.

The spread of infections in 
many French cities has now 
started to hit older and more 
vulnerable groups, resulting 
in thousands of people being 
admitted to hospital.

Several hundred more are 
receiving urgent intervention 
in intensive care wards.

Infections among people 
aged 75 and older has more 
than doubled in the last three 
weeks. 

And there are reports of 
nursing home clusters and 
the number of deaths edging 
upwards. 

People in this age group 
are significantly more likely 
to die from Covid-19 than 
those under 50.

There were nearly 13,500 
new Covid-19 cases recorded 
on Saturday of last week, 
a record high since the 
 pandemic began. 

The number of people who 
died from the virus rose by 26 
during the same period.

Health officials in the port 
city of Marseille say their 
intensive care system is “close 

to saturation” as a result of 
the sudden rise in infec-
tions. Reports say there are 
some 312 Covid-19 cases per 
100,000 people. 

That’s a rate at least four 
times higher than figures 
recorded in the worst affected 
parts of Britain.

Now doctors and health 
officials are implementing 
the “Plan Blanc” emergency 
status in several regions, 

including the vital Ile-de-
France areas that surround 
the capital, Paris. 

The emergency action 
allows for the rapid reorgani-
sation of hospitals so they can 
accommodate many more 
patients, including those who 
will need intensive care. 

Non-emergency cases 
are cancelled and as many 
patients as possible are 
transferred out of hospitals 

expected to become corona-
virus centres. Dr Benjamin 
Davido, an infectious dis-
eases specialist in a major 
Paris hospital, said, “We 
cannot wait, arms folded, 
for the hospital to become 
 overwhelmed without doing 
anything.

“The hospital is already 
tired and exhausted due to 
Covid-19.”

The strain is also hitting 
Covid-19 testing workers.

Hundreds of laboratory 
staff joined a strike by the 
CGT union last week (see 
page 8) over working condi-
tions and poor pay.

“Our working conditions, 
it’s like Stalingrad,” said 
Pascal Boudeau, a techni-
cian at a laboratory on the  
outskirts of Paris, referring 
to the brutal Second World 
battle.

He said the testing system 
is overwhelmed, with people 
queuing around the block 
and laboratories completely 
overrun.

But the renewed Covid-19 
crisis hitting France appears 
not to be troubling president 
Emmanuel Macron.

Hanging out at the Tour de 
France cycling race last week, 
he conceded that the new 
round of infections would 
last for “some months”.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Lockdown failures
FRANCE WAS among 
the countries most 
eager to end the 
coronavirus lockdown.

Ministers ordered the 
reopening of schools, 
with education secretary 
Jean-Michel Blanquer 
insisting it was a 
“social emergency”.

His battle cry was 
eagerly taken up by 
Britain’s Tories, right 
wing tabloids and 
Labour’s Keir Starmer.

But now as infections 
spread many schools 
are in France are 
closing, and thousands 
of pupils are being sent 
home to quarantine.

So far, over 2,100 
class groups have 
been sent home after 
pupils or staff tested 

positive, and 524 of 
those covid-hit classes 
were detected during 
last week alone.

Blanquer was quick to 
dismiss the worries of 
school workers, pupils 
and parents, saying that 
the closures represent 
a “fraction” of the 
country’s schools.

But his officials have 
started to warn that 
new restrictions might 
now be required.

Jean-Michel Blanquer
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Labour ‘conference’ confirms 
the party’s shift to the right 
by NICK CLARK

THE LABOUR Party replaced 
its annual conference this year 
with what was meant to be a 
showcase for its new leadership.

It was supposed to be all about 
“winning back trust” from people 
who abandoned it in the 2019 gen-
eral election.

What that meant was a heavy 
tilt towards false “progressive” 
patriotism and hints at support for 
austerity.

Labour lost the 2019 general 
election largely because people 
who had voted for Brexit were 
betrayed by its backing for a second 
referendum. 

Though contradictory, the Brexit 
vote had been a kick at the estab-
lishment after decades of assaults 
on jobs and wages.

Labour leader Keir Starmer—
who pushed Labour towards 
 backing Remain—instead thinks it 
was all about patriotism.

Starmer finished his  keynote 
speech on Tuesday with a plea 
to people in former Labour 
constituencies.

“Never again will Labour take 
you or the things you care about 
for granted,” he said. 

Security
“We love this country as you do,” he 
added, ending a speech that prom-
ised “security for our nation” and 
that linked support for the NHS to 
support for Nato.

The rest of his leadership were 
keen to show they were on board.

Deputy leader Angela Rayner said 
Labour would “act in the best inter-
ests of the British people”.

Rather than the language of 
class solidarity, there was national 
unity. The work of public sector  
employees during the coronavirus 
outbreak was an example of how 
“the British people” had defied the 
Tories. 

And defending jobs was cast as 
a matter of national pride. Rayner 
said, “I say to companies like British 
Airways and British Gas.

“If you use our country’s name, 
then you better respect our coun-
try’s values.”

Meanwhile, shadow chancellor 
Anneliese Dodds emphasised that 
Labour would be “responsible” with 
government spending.

It was a return to the language 
that Labour used to use to justify 
support for austerity.

The slogan of the whole event was 
“a new leadership”.

The wonks who advise party 
leader Keir Starmer hoped this would 
present Labour as a more competent 
government than the Tories. 

But it was also a heavy handed 
way of showing that Starmer has 
left the left wing politics of previous 

leader Jeremy Corbyn behind.
“When you lose an election in a 

democracy, you deserve to,” said 
Starmer. 

“That means we have to change, 
and that’s what we’re doing. This 
party is under new leadership.”

Every speech coupled this mes-
sage with praise for the reight wing 
Labour governments of Tony Blair 
and Gordon Brown.

The message of radical change—
and taking on the elite—of Corbyn’s 
conference speeches was gone.

Instead it was replaced with a 
return to the right wing,  nationlistic, 
pro-austerity agenda that had failed 
Labour before Corbyn.

The message was clear—there’s 
no place for the left in Labour.

On other pages...
Workers speak out as millions face 
jobs misery >>Pages 10&11

KEIR STARMER and Jeremy Corbyn

Momentum launches evictions campaign
LEFT WING Labour group 
Momentum has said it  
will launch a “resistance 
campaign” against 
tenants’ evictions.

It says it will link up with 
tenants’ rights organisations 
Acorn and the London 
Renters Union to take action 
such as peacefully resisting 
eviction attempts by bailiffs.

It comes after a candidate 
from a faction within 
Momentum—called  
Forward Momentum—
took control of the 
group’s leadership.

Momentum was founded 
in 2015 after Jeremy 

Corbyn was first elected 
Labour Party leader.

 Its founders said the aim 
was to channel the enthusiasm 

behind Corbyn’s election 
campaign into a movement.

In reality it became focused 
on winning positions and 
debates inside the Labour  
Party and canvassing 
in elections.

Momentum co-chair  
Andrew Scattergood said, 
“Momentum will not stand idly 
by while this Tory government 
forces working class people 
to bear the brunt of a crisis 
of the Tories’ own making.”

The test will be whether 
Momentum prioritises 
campaigning outside 
parliament—or sidelines 
this for elections.

Members pushed 
out from decision 
making
LABOUR CONNECTED was 
sometimes described as an “online 
conference” for party members. 

In reality Labour members have 
been shut out of having any say 
over the direction of the party 
under its new leadership.

Instead of debates and votes 
on policies, there are online 
discussion forums dominated by 
speeches from Labour MPs and 
union bureaucrats.

When the great and good have 
finished talking, perhaps a few 
handpicked members might be 
given a chance to speak.

At the best of times, Labour 
members have a limited say over 
their party’s policies. 

Ordinarily, Constituency Labour 
Parties (CLPs) can send motions 
to the conference on topics that—if 
they’re lucky—might be chosen for 
discussion.

These are then watered 
down through a bureaucratic 
“compositing” process before 
being taken to the conference 
floor. Policies that get voted 
through can be completely ignored 
by Labour MPs.

Despite this, under Corbyn’s 
leadership members got more 
time to speak, debate and vote at 
conferences. 

They often passed policies more 
radical than those that ended up in 
Labour’s election manifesto.

This year they have none of 
that. It could have been possible to 
organise an online conference.

Instead—after months in which 
CLPs weren’t even allowed to meet 
online—they’ve been fobbed off 
with a platform for preening MPs.

Andrew Scattergood
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  Horrific  
 conditions  
 for refugees  
 in Greece
Thousands have no water to wash 
with and no beds after a huge camp 
burned down, reports Nick Clark

AFTER MORE than a week living 
on the streets, thousands of 
refugees on the Greek island of 
Lesvos are being herded into a 
new, temporary camp.

But living conditions are dire—
and many refugees still don’t know 
their future due to the European 
Union (EU) border laws trapping 
them on Lesvos.

One refugee, Hamad, told 
Socialist Worker, “The big problem 
is there is no water to shower and 
the toilets are not very good. 

“Everybody has to go into the sea 
to wash.

“There are no beds. When you 
enter you just get two bottles of 
water to drink, a blanket and a face 
mask.”

Some 13,000 people were forced 
onto the streets when the huge 
Moria refugee camp burned down 
earlier this month. 

The camp—one of Europe’s larg-
est—was vastly overcrowded, and 
a symbol of the EU’s cruelty to 
refugees.

Aftermath
In the aftermath, hundreds of riot 
cops were drafted in to stop refu-
gees from entering the island’s main 
town of Mytilene. 

They were kept penned in just 
outside the city—and attacked 
with teargas when they marched to 
demand freedom.

“Everybody has been sleeping on 
the road,” Hamad said. “Old people, 
children, families, all had to sleep 
on the road.

“Everybody tried to get to town 
but the police stopped the majority 
of us. So we moved to stay outside a 
supermarket but the police blocked 
that place as well.”

Since then the Greek government 
left it to the refugees to look after 
themselves—without providing 
food, water or shelter.

Many have been reluctant to 
enter the new, hastily constructed 
temporary camp on a Greek mili-
tary site.

They want to be allowed off the 
island and to find safety in mainland 

Europe. EU border laws, designed to 
keep refugees out of Europe, stand 
in their way. 

The Moria camp, originally built 
for no more than 3,000 people, 
became vastly overcrowded after a 
deal signed between the EU, Greece 
and Turkey in 2015.

Under the deal, refugees arriving 
on Greek islands after a dangerous 
sea crossing from Turkey would be 
held and processed there. 

Many are deported when their 
applications are rejected after a wait 
of several months.

Now the Greek government has 
promised that Lesvos will be emp-
tied of refugees by Easter next year. 

But so far other EU countries have 
only agreed to take a small number 
of children or families—leaving 
many refugees uncertain for their 
future.

“I don’t know my future,” said 
Hamad. “Many people have been 
here for one year, two years. And 
many people have their interviews 
rejected. 

“Everybody is tired. We want 
other countries to come and help us. 
Nobody wants to live in this camp 
again. 

“This camp is like a prison.”

On other pages...
Migrants at risk in Trump’s camps 
>>Page 20 

BACK STORY
At the start of the month a fire 
burned down the Moria refugee 
camp on the island of Lesvos
lWitnesses say it was 
“completely destroyed”
lSome 13,000 people were 
last reported to be living in and 
around the camp, originally built 
to only house just under 3,000
lRefugees have been kept in 
inhumane and squalid conditions 
by the European Union
lIt wants to try and keep them 
from getting to mainland Europe

 Angry workers take to the streets in  
 France for a national day of action
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THOUSANDS OF workers 
demonstrated in France last 
Thursday. They were taking part 
in a day of national protests 
called by several trade union 
federations and student groups.

The turnout was smaller than 
for similar events before the 
pandemic. 

But there was still plenty of 
feeling against the government 
and the bosses.

Delegations of young people 
demanded that their futures 
must not be sacrificed in 
order to bail out multinational 
companies.

Workers in manufacturing 
and energy spoke bitterly about 
the way bosses were showered 
with billions of euros while 
unemployment threatened 
workers.

There were larger turnouts 
than usual from supermarket 
workers as Monoprix, Carrefour 
and other supermarket chains 
as well as Biocoop workers, who 
have been striking over pay and 
conditions.

“We were said to be heroes 
during the pandemic,” said 
Agnes, a Carrefour worker. 

“We kept working as checkout 
workers and shelf-fillers and 
delivery workers to make sure 

everyone could buy food and 
supplies. But now there is no 
reward, no pay rise. 

“At Auchan stores they are 
even cutting 1,500 jobs—it’s a 
disgrace.”

Bridgestone tyres has also 
announced the closure next year 
of its site in Bethune, northern 
France, where 863 people 
work. There have already been 
protests and there is talk of an 
occupation.

France has seen a sharp rise 
in coronavirus cases and it’s one 
reason why the demonstrations 
were relatively small. But this 
hasn’t deterred everyone.

Teachers Alice and Claire 
were on the Paris protest, where 
10,000 took part.

“The anger at the government 
is still here, it has even 
increased with the Covid-19 
crisis, so it’s not at all strange 

that we remain mobilised,” 
Claire told Le Monde website.

“I feel much more in danger 
in my class, in an enclosed 
space with my pupils, with all 
the vagueness of the measures 
taken by the government, than 
in an outdoor demonstration,” 
added Alice.

The fact that the day of action 
was called as an isolated event, 
and not as part of an overall 
plan of resistance, also limited 
involvement.

There’s a widespread mood 
that union leaders must go 
beyond gestures—and there is 
plenty of resistance to build on.

Among the strikers on the day 
were coronavirus test workers at 
Astralab.

The strikers are demanding 
a covid bonus of 1,500 euros 
(£1,370) for all and a pay rise. 
They want their rate to go up 
from 1.25 per test to 2. They are 
also asking for more staff.

There are currently at least 
2,000 tests per day whose 
analysis is delayed due to a 
lack of staff and sufficient 
equipment. 

The strike continued at 
Astralab on Friday, despite 
government threats to declare 
it illegal. Together with the 
Yellow Vest and anti-racist 
mobilisations, this is the sort of 
resistance that gives hope.

REFUGEES AT the side of the road have been left without aid 

Astralab strikers 
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Sex work 
debate
YOUR PIECE on 
OnlyFans (Socialist 
Worker, 13 September) is 
drenched in moralism. 

It implies that sex is 
something extra sacred 
and that it’s bad to have 
an OnlyFans account 
and see it as a source 
of income because you 
are participating in 
something bad.

Yes capitalism taints 
everything we do. No 
shit. Sex work is work. 
It’s not in itself an act of 
rebellion or fighting the 
system that’s true of so 
many other things we do 
on a daily basis. 

Maximilian Pogrzeba
On Facebook 

lIF I criticise the 
business model of 

Deliveroo that doesn’t 
mean I’m demonising 
the riders. Criticising 
the business model of 
OnlyFans doesn’t mean 
you’re demonising sex 
workers. Nothing in the 
Socialist Worker article 
attacks sex workers. Why 
shouldn’t sex industry 
bosses be subject to 
the same criticism we’d 
make about bosses in 
any other industry?

Bethan Turner
On Facebook

NHS rules  
are right
I READ your article 
on restrictions on 
pregnancy care during 
the pandemic, (Socialist 
Worker, 11 September).

Yes the other 
rules about pubs are 
hypocritical, but that’s 
the useless Tories for 
you. The less people 
in hospitals who don’t 
need to be there helps 
protects the wider NHS 
family. I’m a nurse, and I 
support the ban. If we lift 
it for maternity we can’t 
impose it for any other 
specialities.

It’s all or nothing. It’s 
tough but its right.

Sarah London
On Facebook

Cliff was 
correct 
AT LEAST 20 years ago, 
I listened to a talk by 
Tony Cliff. 

I can’t remember the 
title of the meeting but 
one comment struck me 
and has stayed with me 
ever since. He said, “We 
are living in a period of 
time that is similar to 
the 1920s and 30s but in 
slow motion”. 

I feel that now the film 
has sped up somewhat.

Duncan Melville
Lisbon, Portugal 

Just a 
thought...

Wyfla-cancelled

We should expose nuclear energy myths
HITACHI’S DECISION to 
pull out of the North Wales 
nuclear power plant at 
Wylfa must be welcomed. 

Falling renewable energy 
costs, wider possibilities of 
societal de-carbonisation, 
and the long term problems 
of nuclear energy and waste 
made the entire project 
environmentally irrational. 

In Wales, the decision 
avoids another scenario 
where economic deprivation 
is used as an excuse to push 
through harmful 
development on the basis of 
“jobs”. 

Developers have been 
blackmailing communities 

for decades with the 
promise of employment. 

But this is a cover and a 
euphemism for corporate 
profit.  

Our demands for 
employment and 
de-carbonised energy are 
consistent and achievable. 

North Wales holds 

enormous potential for a 
dynamic renewable energy 
industry. 

Tidal, wind, and solar 
options need to be 
enhanced.

They should be developed 
with sensitivity towards 
biodiversity and the 
carbon-sinking habitats of 
upland and coastal shelf 
ecosystems. 

Only then will Wales go a 
long way towards turning 
the words of its Wellbeing 
of Future Generations Act 
into deeds. Da iawn (well 
done)!  

Ian Rappel
Talgarth, Powys

The fight 
is on in 
schools
I’M A teacher and we’re 
fighting for safer 
conditions in schools. As 
part of the NEU Left, what 
we’re asking for is 
investment now. 

We need government 
funding for smaller class 
sizes, we want laptops and 
Wifi for all students and 
better testing facilities. 

Although as socialists we 
recognise the contradictory 
relationship the education 
system plays, we want 
schools open—but safely. 

Education is important 
for students and they need 
opportunities to socialise. 

Covid testing in my 
borough has been an 
absolute disaster—students 
are told to go home to 
self-isolate and they’re not 
able to get tests or get 
results. 

As a union rep, I’ve got 
people coming to me now 
saying how nervous and 
scared they are. 

And as a socialist I think 
the union needs to be very 
clear on when we move to 
“blended learning” outside 
the classroom. 

It’s great we’ve got a 
campaign, but at the 
moment it’s just rhetorical. 

In the United States, 
teachers have been 
balloting and striking—we 
have to be looking to that 
if we don’t get what we 
want. 

Maybe that means 
organising protests, and 
maybe it means organising 
strikes. 

It’s time to say we have 
economic power, and it’s 
not good enough just to 
repeat slogans, we need 
action as well.

Emma Davis
East London 

Unite climate fight 
with other struggles
YET AGAIN governments 
are failing to act on the 
climate emergency.

A new United Nations 
report shows none of the 
targets agreed in 2010 have 
been met. 

These targets, designed 
to halt biodiversity loss and 
the destruction of wildlife 
and ecosystems, were 
agreed by 200 countries.

Some 1 in 4 species 
remain under threat of 
extinction and rising 
temperatures mean this 
year is on track to be the 
hottest year on record.

Over the last few weeks 
we’ve seen Extinction 
Rebellion return to the 
streets. It has worked with 
anti-racist and LGBT+ 
campaigners to demand 
climate justice, drawing out 
arguments around 
colonialism, racism and the 
refugee crisis. 

We must forge these 
connections with wider 
struggles to strengthen the 
resistance against the 
system which puts profit 
before the planet.

Blythe Taylor
Stoke on Trent

Grouse shooting rule shows 
what the elite are about 
AS IF we need yet another 
example of how out of touch the 
Tories are, here we go again.  

Exempting grouse shooting and 
hunting from the new regulations 
which state no more than six 
people can meet is a bit of a push 
to say the least.  

I think most people understand 
the importance of sport when it 
comes to mental and physical 
health—but shooting the heads off 
innocent beasties? 

I am not a fan of bloodsports to 
begin with but this government of 
the rich pandering to their wealthy 
donors shows just where their 
priorities lie. 

The old boys’ club strikes again.
Disappointingly, the Scottish 

National Party has gone trotting 
along behind and agreed the exact 
same exemptions in Scotland.

I am on the side of the poor wee 
grouse who, like the working class, 
has to spend his time dodging 
wealthy bullets.  

Catriona McKay
Dundee 

UNDER THE guise of a humble, 
quaint, tradition the hunting 
industry is nothing but. 

Every year water beds are 
drained and heather is burnt on a 
huge scale, releasing stored 
carbon in the underlying peat. 

If the Tories are serious about 
tackling climate change and 
becoming carbon neutral by 2050 

they wouldn’t let this cruel 
practice take place.

The Conservative Party is proud 
to have links to blood sports, 
receiving huge donations from its 
advocates. 

This shooting loophole is a 
disaster for health. 

Shooting clubs openly advocate 
travel across the country, in large 
groups crammed into 4x4 cars—
potentially spreading the virus. 

Annually 700,000 grouse are 
shot, costing around £75 each to 
kill. It shows where the ruling 
classes priorities are. And the 
scapegoats are working class people 
attending a party, protest or picnic. 

Sam Ord
East London
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BMW workers on the 
Mini production line 
in Oxford made their 
company millions, 
now many are being 
threatened with the 
dole (right) British 
Airways cabin crew 
were threatened with 
job losses unless they 
accepted huge pay cuts 
(bottom)

Workers at London’s 
Tate galleries have been 
protesting and picketing 
against job cuts—
despite the gallery 
receiving millions of 
pounds in subsidies 
from the government

FOCUS ON 
EMPLOYMENT

Can taking a pay cut 
really save your job?

AS THE crisis deepens, bosses are 
pushing workers to accept pay 
cuts or face job losses.

It’s a common sense argument 
that many union leaders buy into. 

But it doesn’t work.
In the face of an economic 

crisis, bosses’ aim is to protect 
their share of profits and keep 
ahead of rivals. 

One way of doing so is to 
squeeze more out of workers by 
paying them less. Another is to 
slash jobs and force those left to 
work harder.

While it’s possible that a pay cut 
could stave off some redundancies 
in the short term, it doesn’t work 
in the long term.

It accepts the argument that 
workers, not the bosses and rich, 
have to pay for capitalist crisis. 
And once unions or workers sign 
up to this logic, bosses will come 
back for more. 

This is what happened during 
the last recession in 2009. 

Paul Kenny, then GMB union 
general secretary, boasted to the 
bosses’ Financial Times newspaper 
about the union’s “adult attitude”. 

Lose
“It is difficult for union officials 
to stand up in front of members 
and recommend that they should 
lose pay,” he said. “It is much 
easier just to say, ‘No, no, no’ to 
employers.”

Adult dialogue saw GMB 
officials persuade workers to 
agree to pay cuts and short-time 
working at JCB and Cosalt Holiday 
Homes. 

Once Cosalt bosses had 
trousered the money, they gave 
GMB 90 days notice of 280 job 
cuts.

JCB bosses pushed workers to 
accept a reduction in working 
hours from 39 to 34 a week, which 
cut pay by around £50 a week. 
GMB organiser Keith Hodgkinson 
was “delighted that we have been 
able to save 350 jobs”.

But JCB was even happier. It 
saved money, then announced 
plans to lay off 398 workers. 

Once unions accept that 

workers have to pay, it’s also easy 
for divisions to set in. And the only 
ones to benefit from division are 
the bosses.

British Airways wants to axe 
jobs and undermine pay and 
contracts for cabin crew. 

So it is trying to play off 
different groups—the legacy 
Worldwide Fleet and Euro Fleet 
vs the newer Mixed Fleet who are 
already on worse contracts.

Unite’s BASSA branch 
represents the two older fleets, 
Mixed Fleet Unite (MFU) the 
newer one. 

MFU said its members were laid 
off so Worldwide and Euro Fleet 
workers could stay in their jobs. 

Unions should fight to save 
jobs, not negotiate the terms of 
how much workers will pay for the 
crisis. 

Disaster
The battle for profits between 
bosses means pay cuts at one firm 
could spell disaster for workers 
across the industry.

Because bosses are locked into 
an endless cycle of competition 
with each other, when one firm 
does this, rival companies are 
forced to follow suit.

If firms that provide socially 
useful products genuinely face 
crisis they should be taken into 
public ownership. If they don’t the 
state should employ its workers 
and turn their skills towards 
something that is.

Whether it’s the need for action 
on climate chaos, housing or 
health and social care, there are 
millions of potential jobs. There’s 
plenty of money in the system—
it’s just in the wrong hands. 

But capitalism, a system driven 
by accumulating profit for a 
minority, creates vast wealth 
alongside poverty, unemployment 
and waste. 

Winning a society geared 
towards meeting working class 
people’s needs means challenging 
the logic of the profit system and 
making bosses pay.

Digger firm JCB offered jobs for pay cuts

Pay cuts at one 
firm could spell 
disaster for 
workers at another

‘‘ 

WORKERS IN GRIP OF THE ECONOMIC 
CRISIS SPEAK OUT   

MILLIONS
 FACE JOBS
 MISERY
With the future of the government’s 
furlough scheme in doubt, and with 
hundreds of firms axing jobs, a wave of 
fear is spreading. Tomáš Tengely-Evans 
talks to those already paying for the 
Covid-19 crisis

S
INCE GALLERY worker 
Samantha was laid off in 
2010, she was forced to 
make do on casual work 
and zero hour contracts. 
She’s now lost even those 

jobs because of the coronavirus crisis. 
Samantha ,  who  worked  a t 

Nottingham university’s Lakeside Arts 
gallery, is one of the millions of people 
who are “scared and frightened” as 
they face unemployment and poverty. 
“I don’t wake up in the morning  feeling 
too pleased with myself,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

“I’ve not been unemployed since 
I was 16 or 17 years old, I’m now 63 
and it’s shocking. I’ve just looked at 
my bank account. I’ve slipped into 
 getting Universal Credit and that seems 
 incredibly depressing.

“I’ve been putting my head in the 
sand, I can hardly bear to think about it.” 

Millions fear for their jobs as  chancellor 
Rishi Sunak winds down the job reten-
tion scheme. The furlough saw the state 
 subsidise the bosses’ bills and pay up to  
80 percent of wages for ten million 
workers. 

Sunak reduced it to 70 percent on 
1 September. It will go down further to 
60 percent on 1 October—and will end 
totally on 31 October. 

Bosses are slashing jobs to protect 
their profits amid the pandemic and 

local lockdowns. Over 700,000  workers 
could be thrown into unemployment 
this autumn, according to the Institute 
of Employment Studies. 

And bosses have already axed 156,000 
jobs in the three months to July. They 
include thousands of jobs at car maker 
BMW, London Heathrow and Gatwick 
airports and British Airways, and  retailers 
Debenhams and Marks & Spencer. 

Laila worked at Debenhams for seven 
years before she was among the 4,000 
workers laid off on 11 August. She told 
Socialist Worker they all face a “very scary 
prospect” because “we didn’t have much 
savings as minimum wage workers”.  

Situation
“By the end of September lots of people 
will be struggling to pay rent and bills,” 
she said. “I dread to think what kind of 
situation lots of colleagues will be in.”

After being furloughed from the 
beginning of the lockdown, Debenhams 
bosses invited workers to a  conference 
call via text.

During the conference call, Laila 
explained, the store manager 
“read out a roll call of names 
and said we have three days 
notice”. “The manager read 
out some ‘frequently asked 
questions’—which weren’t the 
questions we wanted to ask—
then ended the call,” she said. 

The number of people out of work 
goes beyond those who’ve been sacked 
recently. Around five million workers 
were “away from work” in July, accord-
ing to the Office for National Statistics. 

This figure includes furloughed 
workers—and those on zero hours 

or casual contracts who are 
 unemployed in all but name. 
Some bosses are looking for 
ways to push workers out as 
the furlough wound down. 

Call centre worker Jeremy 
worked for Wincanton 
Logistics, a company that 
handles a contract  delivering 
upmarket furniture for 

Marks and Spencer. He says the com-
pany “put me in a position where I had 
to resign because I couldn’t do the job”. 

“I was on furlough but only employed 
on a six month contract that had long 
since expired,” he told Socialist Worker. 

Dismissed
“I was only meant to be there during 
the peak months between November 
and March and they clearly didn’t want 
me back. 

In August the firm wanted him to 
return to work to do a different job.

“I couldn’t do the training because 
of social distancing,” said Jeremy. “If 
you’re sacked or dismissed it’s a black 

mark against your name, but if you 
resign they give you a reasonably good 
reference.” 

Jeremy now has to survive on £283 
from the Personal Independence 
 Payment (Pip) benefit for a spinal 
 problem and £68 a month pension from 
an old job. “At the moment a third of 
it—about £109 a month—goes on 
 council tax,” he said. 

“I’m looking at maybe selling things 
online, but not many people want to buy 
stuff in a small rural town. 

“I was looking at my bank 
 balance and I think I’m going to 
have to rely on the cheap stuff, 
the thirty pence stuff in Tesco.

Some bosses  haven ’ t 
 bothered to tell workers 
they’ve been laid off. 

Jarek, a Polish migrant 
who worked at a sexual 
health charity, only 
knew he was unem-
p loyed  when h i s 
money stopped in May.

He’s now jobless, 
homeless and fears 
he’ll be unable to get 
settled status to stay 
after Britain leaves 
the European Union. 

J a r e k  h a d  a 
 meeting in early 
April towards the 

end of his probation period. “I was 
hoping it went well,” he told Socialist 
Worker, “they were meant to tell me 
where we stand. 

“They never got back touch—no 
email, no phone call. I learned that my 
contract was terminated through a letter 
from the tax office.” 

Jarek added, “I got my job through 
a back-to-work programme. It’s a char-
ity designed to  support people like me 
and I would expect higher standards. A 
humane thing would be to let me know 
that this is the result of the meeting.” 

S
AMANTHA ONLY found out 
she wouldn’t get any more 
hours at the Lakeside after 
she and colleagues sent 
a letter to find out what 
was happening. They got 

an online Zoom meeting off the back 
of their letter, but even then bosses 
weren’t upfront with workers. 

“During the meeting the organisation 
described what would happen when 
the gallery opened in mid-October,” 
she explained. “We were making notes 
about how this might affect us and how 
we might undertake our roles.

“Somebody piped up and asked, ‘Will 
there be work for us?’ And they said 
actually no, the way we’re organising it 
we won’t need you.” 

Unemployment has a devastating 
impact on people, uprooting and  ruining 
their lives. As he lost his job, Jarek’s 
mental health suffered. “My self esteem 
has plummeted,” he said. “The career I 
was hoping to follow was stripped away, 
it felt like someone just pulled a rug 
from under my feet.

Offensive
“Sometimes I wish I had just gone to the 
hospital and said, ‘Guys, section me,’ so at 
least I would have a roof over my head.” 

Jarek also lost his home in north 
London, which he had been subletting 
from someone, and has had to stay with 
friends since. 

In the face of this employer’s offensive, 
there has to be resistance.

While they were “genu-
inely taken aback”, Laila and 
other workers organised a 
protest on the same day and 
have been holding weekly 
ones since. 

“We’ve no other option but 
to fight,” she said. “And the 
trade union movement needs to 
lead that fight—it’s not accept-
able that it will just get worse 
for us.

“In the space of three weeks, 
we’ve had a remarkable amount 
of support and our protests have 
managed to shift our union 
Usdaw from inaction.”

Strikes, protests and occupa-
tions—not hopes of social partnership 
between unions, bosses and ministers—
can save jobs.

My career has been 
stripped away and 
now my self-esteem 
has really 
plummeted

‘‘ 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
ONLINE MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BLACK COUNTRY
Who decides the limits 
of free speech?
Wed 30 Sep, 8pm
352-891-2411
BRADFORD
The coming economic 
crisis—can we make 
the rich pay?
Thu 1 Oct, 7pm
885 9187 7552
BRIGHTON AND HOVE
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Thu 1 Oct, 6pm
818-1857-1448
BRISTOL
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond?
Thu 1 Oct, 7.30pm
688-397-3148

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Tear down the borders—
why refugees are welcome
Wed 30 Sep, 
7.30pm
446-409-5118
CAMBRIDGE
Tear down the borders—
why refugees are welcome
Thu 1 Oct, 
7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
Lebanon—catastrophe 
to revolution
Wed 30 Sep, 
7.30pm
630-181-4857 
CHESTERFIELD
Fascism and the far right 
in a time of pandemic
Thu 1 Oct, 6.30pm
829-532-8731
COVENTRY
Uprising in Belarus—
can workers win?
Wed 30 Sep, 
7.30pm
823-945-1917

DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
Chile from 1973 to covid 
and resistance now
Wed 30 Sep, 
7.30pm
894 2628 7708
EAST MIDLANDS
A rebel’s guide to Trotsky
Wed 30 Sep, 7pm
354-874-4790
EDINBURGH
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Wed 30 Sep, 
7.30pm
431-459-112
GLASGOW
Catalonia—lessons for 
Scottish independence
Thu 1 Oct, 
6.30pm
851 5254 7239
HARLOW
Transgender resistance, 
socialism and the fight 
for trans liberation
Thu 1 Oct, 
7.30pm
832-8746-7480

HUDDERSFIELD
The coming economic 
crisis—can we make 
the rich pay?
Thu 1 Oct, 7pm
290-168-1804
KENT
Marxism and mental distress 
in a time of pandemics
Thu 1 Oct, 
8.15pm
434-623-8064
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Uprising in Belarus—
can workers win?
Thu 1 Oct, 
6.30pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS
Why we should celebrate the 
Russian Revolution 
Thu 1 Oct, 7pm
935-5290-8076
LIVERPOOL
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 30 Sep, 7pm
493-925-5919

LONDON:  HACKNEY
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Thu 1 Oct, 7.30pm
798-534-2585
LONDON: HARINGEY
‘Socialism or barbarism’—
the revolutionary ideas 
of Rosa Luxemburg
Wed 30 Sep, 7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: ISLINGTON
50 years after  ‘women’s 
liberation’ —why are 
women still oppressed?
Thu 1 Oct, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
The state, police and 
surveillance
Wed 30 Sep, 
7.30pm
992-204-9372
LONDON: SOUTH
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond?
Wed 30 Sep, 7pm
497-196-1801

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 1 Oct, 7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON:TOWER HAMLETS
Why we oppose all 
immigration controls
Wed 30 Sep, 7.30pm
818-391-0420
MANCHESTER
How workers fought 
unemployment and the 
great depression
Wed 30 Sep, 
7.15pm
323-178-7151
NEWCASTLE
Capitalism, diet and 
the politics of food
Wed 30 Sep, 7pm
368-595-2712
NORWICH
US election—Democrats, 
Trump and the working class
Wed 30 Sep, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299
OXFORD
How slavery was smashed
Thu 1 Oct, 7pm
881-0979-4716
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Thu 1 Oct, 7pm
529-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 30 Sep, 7.30pm
381-513-5080
SWANSEA AND WEST WALES
By any means necessary’—
the revolutionary 
legacy of Malcolm X
Thu 1 Oct, 7pm
902-964-963
YORK AND SCARBOROUGH
The politics of food—who 
is to blame for obesity?
Wed 30 Sep, 
7.30pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for 
your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 30 Sep, 
7pm
281-634-5938

BOLTON & WIGAN
Thu 1 Oct, 
6.30pm
872-5136-9540

LONDON: 
WALTHAM 
FOREST
Wed 30 Sep,7.30pm
543-023-057

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 30 Sep, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809 

Climate catastrophe and Covid-19 
No return to the capitalist ‘normal’

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to Engels 
by Camilla Royle 
£4

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Hegel and Revolution
by Terry Sullivan and 
Donny Gluckstein, £7

EXTINCTION REBELLION protesters in central London
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 Raging class anger on Idles’  
 bitter new album Ultra Mono
The latest offering from this guitar-driven five piece has no shortage of fights 
to pick, with assaults on war, sexism, racism and poverty, writes Alan Kenny
ON IDLES’ third album the band 
shows that their earlier social justice 
themes were no flash in the pan.

In fact as capitalism drives human-
ity to ever greater disaster the Bristol 
formed band seems determined to 
have an even more robust response. 
Musically they’re on great form too.

It’s difficult not to be cheered up 
by this raucous high-energy guitar 
driven five piece. 

The pro-immigrant Danny Nedelko 
from their last album Joy As An Act 
of Resistance was so boisterously 
charming you could almost imagine 
it being sung on a football terrace.

The first track on Ultra Mono is an 
anti-war song and contains the lyric, 
“We’re dying for the stone-faced 
liars.” 

On the second track lead singer 
Joe Talbot sings “So I’ll raise my pink 
fist and say that black is beautiful.” 

On Anxiety, “Our government 
hates the poor/Cold leaders, cold 
class war.” It goes on like this. 

And the excellent Carcinogenic, 
“Where were you when the ship 
sank?/Probably not queuing for 
foodbanks.”

Across the album’s 12 tracks there 
are certainly many more calls to 
action than we get from Keir Starmer.

And here’s another Idles album 
peppered with nostalgic popular ref-
erences— lyrically and occasionally 
musically too.

On MR MOTIVATOR they once 
again summon all manner of sport-
ing heroes, artists and singers to 
inspire us. 

Debut album Brutalism’s amusing 
track Well Done with its “Why don’t 
you get a job?/Even Tarquin has a 
job/Mary Berry’s got a job/So why 
don’t you get a job?” is echoed with 
another TV chef reference. 

“Like Delia Smith after ten 
Chardonnays baking me a nice 
cookie.” It’s somehow intrinsically 
funny.

The raging anti-sexual harassment 
anthem Ne touche pas moi appears 
to reference one of the late 80s film 
Dirty Dancing’s, most famous lines, 
“This is my dance space... this is your 
dance space.” 

Model Village is a scathing assault 
on a reactionary worldview. “Just 
give them an anthem and they’ll sing 
it/Still they don’t know the meanings 
in it/Just saluting flags cause it’s 
British/

“Idiot spirits thinking they’re 
kindred/Model low crime rate in the 
village/Model race model hate model 
village.”

Danke, the album’s closer, is a 
loving tribute to the hugely influ-
ential late singer/songwriter Daniel 
Johnston, who died last year.

In 2019, Jason Williamson from 
the excellent Nottingham band 
Sleaford Mods publicly criticised Idles 
for “class appropriation”. Apparently, 
Joe Talbot isn’t as working class as he 
makes out. 

Idles, upset by this from a band 
they admired, respond directly to 
this at several points on the album—
bitter but not without humour.

Surely, the point is that the band 
have firmly picked a side. 

On Ultra Mono they only deepen 
the trend—suggested by the title 
itself. 

That they’ve stuck to their guns 
when we need these voices more 
than ever is a real tribute to them. 

That musical creativity, and a 
blistering live reputation, make the 
band a sweet proposition.
Ultra Mono by Idles, is released on  
25 September

ALBUM COVER for Ultra Mono by Idles 

Just give them an anthem and they’ll sing it
Still they don’t know the meanings in it
Just saluting flags cause its British 
Idiot spirits thinking they’re kindred
Model low crime rate in the village
Model race model hate model village
From the track Model Village

Documentary shows the lives behind the border wall 
TELEVISION
SUE PERKINS: ALONG THE 
US-MEXICO BORDER
Channel4 and online at 4OD

COMEDIAN SUE Perkins 
travels the length of the 
Mexico-US border. She 
finds out about the lives of 
people on both sides.

Perkins meets Honduran 
migrants who want to 
enter the US, but are 
unable to cross the border. 

They describe their 
long, difficult journeys to 
get there.

Then there’s the family 

separated by the border 
who can only speak 
to each other through 
the fence in the city’s 
Friendship Park.

It’s contrasted with the 
US citizens who retire 
to Mexico—and ignore 
Mexican immigration 
laws—with ease.

Over on the US side of 
the border, Perkins spends 
a day with sheriff Mark 
Lamb. 

He patrols the desert 
with an assault rifle 
searching for people 
trying to cross the border 
on foot. Lamb says that 

Mexican drug cartels 
charge migrants to cross 
the border, then make 
them carry incredibly 
heavy packs of drugs on 
their backs.

The cartels are 
exploiting human life. 
But he adds that migrants 
“feel hope” and “feel free” 
when they arrive. 

But it’s his job to stop 
them. 

Perkins is taken in by it.
“There’s certainly no 

easy answer,” she says. 
But none of it would be a 
problem if people could 
cross freely.Perkins meets those whose lives are shaped by the border fence

NOVEL 
THE LYING LIFE OF ADULTS 
By Elena Ferrante 
Published by Europa 
Out now

IF YOU want a break 
from the big stresses of 
coronavirus and economic 
crisis, read Elena Ferrante’s 
new novel. There you can 
fall into a world of the very 
real, but smaller-scale, 
stresses of a teenage girl.

In The Lying Life 
of Adults, 15 year old 
Giovanna describes her 
struggles with family and 
school, anxiety over body 
image and her developing 
sexuality. 

It’s a bit like dipping 
into someone’s diary, only 
brilliantly written. 

In true Ferrante style, 
the sentences manage to 
be blunt and poetic at the 
same time.

The story begins with 
Giovanna mortified at 
overhearing her father 
comparing her to an ugly 
aunt. 

The meaning of his 
words turns out to be more 
complex, enlightening her 
to a years-long family feud 
based largely on class.

You are quickly pulled 
into a world as it appears 
to a teenager. 

Adult behaviours 
appear nonsensical, adult 
obsessions seem irrelevant. 

And there is plenty of 
evidence that Giovanna’s 
perceptions aren’t far off 
the mark.

Her father is an 
academic, constantly 
debating politics with his 
friend Mariano. 

Affair
When Giovanna stumbles 
on evidence of an affair 
between her mother and 
Mariano, the story speeds 
up. 

It’s as if the world she 
thought she knew has 
suddenly disappeared, but 
the emotional fallout is at 
times hilarious.

Giovanna desperately 
hopes that a row that has 
erupted is not linked to the 
affair. 

“God—I entreated—let 
the fight between my father 
and Mariano be about 
Marxism and the end of 
history,” she says.

The story at times 
feels suffocating, as you 
experience the limited 
world of a teenager. 

It’s also about Giovanna’s 
attempts to push against 
this—to experience new 
things, win more freedom 
and make her world a bit 
bigger.

No one knows much 
about the author—Elena 
Ferrante is a pseudonym—
but she has won fans across 
the world. The Lying Life of 
Adults shows why.
Sadie Robinson
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READ MORE
Sylvia Pankhurst—
Natural Born Rebel by 
Rachel Holmes
l£35 

Sylvia Pankhurst—
selected writings on 
the Marxists Internet 
Archive
l www.marxists.org/
archive/pankhurst-
sylvia/index.htm

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

in parliamentary activities. 
Holmes says Pankhurst felt 

“the potential for a soviet-
run society created unprece-
dented opportunities to eradi-
cate and transform existing 
models of social and political 
organisation”.

But Pankhurst struggled to 
determine how to integrate 
existing industrial workers’ 
organisations with her idea of 
soviets based around the com-
munity. She argued that soviets 
based on workplaces excluded 
women.

Russian revolutionary Lenin 
urged Pankhurst to work 
with and seek to affiliate to 
the Labour Party. Labour had 
a different organsiational 
structure to today and it was 
a chance to engage in political 
discussion with workers. 

Len in  unders tood ,  as 
Pankhurst  did not,  that 
revolutionaries had to seize 
such oppportunities.

Holmes criticises Lenin and 
the Bolsheviks over their disa-
greement with Pankhurst. 

But Pankhurst was a revo-
lutionary and she should not 
be used as a stick to beat the 
Bolsheviks with. 

Lenin’s pamphle, Left Wing 
Communism: an Infantile 
Disorder, was directed towards  
Pankhurst among others. It 
showed he took her seriously as 
a political figure, even though 
he disagreed with her.

The Russian Revolution 
changed the direction of 
Pankhurst’s politics. 

In 1920 she was a leading 
founder of the Communist 
Party (British Section of the 
Third International), which 
joined with the Communist 
Party of Great Britain (CPGB) 
in January 1921.

She was expelled from the 
CPGB in 1921 over her contin-
ued anti-parliamentarian views.

Throughout the 1920s 
Pankhurst argued that women 
should have control over 
contraception, and advocated 
for national state provision for 
maternity services.

She attacked the notion that 
so-called “moral soundness” 
was provided only  by 
marriage. 

Pankhurst was living, 
unmarried, with Italian 
anarchist Silvio Corio. 

In 1928 she gave birth to 
a son who she gave her own 
surname to.

During the next part of 
her life she was a committed 
anti-fascist and anti-imperial-
ist. “There will be no peace in 

the world until these dictators 
come down,” she said.

According to  Holmes, 
Pankhurst understood “that 
her anti-fascism was insepara-
ble from her anti-colonialism”. 

And she believed the fight 
against racism had to be at the 
heart of the labour, socialist 
and feminist movements.

The biography shows that 
Pankhurst understood the 
importance of class and the 

limitations of parliamentary 
politics. 

Her failure to engage in 
every sphere in order to con-
nect with more working class 
activists, and her understand-
ing of class consciousness, 
were limitations.

Yet she remains an impor-
tant revolutionary who cham-

pioned women’s rights and a 
fairer society for all.

Emmeline and 
Christabel 
Pankhurst (top) 
split with Sylvia 
during the struggle 
for women’s votes 
(above and below) 

S
ylvia Pankhurst 
is well known 
as a leading 
suffragette in 
the struggle 
for votes for 

women. 
She was also a committed 

socialist, feminist, pacifist, 
anti-fascist, anti-racist and 
author who understood 
the significance of class 
relations. 

With her sister Christabel 
and her mother Emmeline 
Pankhurst they founded 
and led the Women’s Social 
& Political Union (WSPU)—
the Suffragettes.

Sy lv ia  a l so  worked 
with leading socialist fig-
ures including Alexandra 
Kollontai, Rosa Luxemburg, 
Clara Zetkin, Vladimir Lenin 
and Labour Party figures  Keir 
Hardie and George Lansbury. 

In a  new biography 
Natural Born Rebel, author 
Rachel Holmes tells the story 
of Sylvia Pankhurst’s political 
and personal life.

Born into a middle class 
family, Pankhurst described 
her Manchester home as “a 
centre of socialist agitation”.

When the WSPU was 
formed by her mother in 1903, 
Pankhurst became a key activ-
ist, despite her dream of a 
career in art.  

The WSPU wanted votes 
for women on a limited fran-
chise—voting rights for those 
who owned property. 

Pankhurst wanted universal 
suffrage—voting rights for all 
men and women regardless of 
wealth, gender, social status or 
race.

“She believed without a class 
analysis, feminism was a minor-
ity campaign group for rich 
and middle class women,” says 
Holmes.

Pankhurst was also a key 
writer for the WSPU newspaper 
Votes for Women, which later 
became The Suffragette. 

Many suffragettes were 
arrested for their militant 
protest methods. In prison they 
would protest with hunger 
strikes—and were violently 
force fed.

Pankhurst’s resilience in 
prison shows that she was a 
persistent fighter. She first suf-
fered force feeding in February 
1913. By the end of the year 
“she would hold the unenvi-
able record for being the pris-
oner most frequently subjected 
to this form of torture”.

In 1913 the government 
brought in the Cat and Mouse 
Act.

It meant Suffragettes could 
be released from prison when 
their health was severely 
weakened from hunger strikes. 

They were then re-arrested 
to complete their sentence 
when they had recuperated.

Holmes describes Pankhurst 
as “the nation’s most ‘moused’ 
militant”. Her health suffered 
her entire life as a result.

Pankhurst spoke in many 
interviews about the conditions 
in prisons. But, Holmes writes, 
“Christabel did not want votes 

for women to get lost in cam-
paigning for prison reform. 

“Sylvia and Christabel were 
of entirely different minds when 
it came to class-consciousness.”

F o r  y e a r s  P a n k h u r s t 
expressed her discomfort at 
Christabel’s separatist strategy.

“The question of class, social-
ism, and men’s participation in 
the women’s movement chipped 
away their internal family alli-
ance,” Holmes says.

Pankhurst also disagreed 
with Emmeline and Christabel’s 

rejection of debate within the 
WSPU.

Pankhurst wanted “to fight 
capitalism even if it kills me”. 
For her it was “wrong that 
people should be comfortable 
and well fed while around you 
people are starving”.

In May 1913 the East End 
WSPU was formally consti-
tuted. Its first local initiative 
was to organise a rent strike.

Pankhurst studied the dire 
conditions in the sweated indus-
tries where women worked for 

a pittance in the East End. She 
ensured the branch focused 
on women’s votes but insisted 
that this must include working 
women. Men were also wel-
comed to join and the branch 
worked alongside the Labour 
Party.

In November 1914 Pankhurst 
spoke at the Albert Hall at a 
mass rally in support of the vic-
tims of the Dublin lockout.

As a result she was called to 
Paris by her mother and sister, 
where they were in exile.

They demanded the East 
End WSPU become a separate 
organisation. 

Pankhurst was told that “a 
working women’s movement 
was of no value”.

Following the expulsion 
the branch was renamed the 
East London Federation of 
Suffragettes (ELFS). Pankhurst 
told members that “mass com-
munal action would be more 
effective than individual and 
dramatic acts of terror”.

W
ith Pankhurst 
as the edi-
t o r  t h e y 
launched a 
newspaper, 
W o m a n ’ s 

Dreadnought, on International 
Women’s day in 1914. It 
reported “from working wom-
en’s point of view”.

The group also added a red 
stripe to their purple, green and 
white flag.

In March 1916 the ELFS 
became the Workers’ Suffrage 
Federation. The following year 
Woman’s Dreadnought became 
Workers’ Dreadnought. 

And a year later, the organ-
isation became Workers ’ 
Socialist Federation (WSF).

Holmes describes Pankhurst 
as entering the First World War 
a socialist, reformist and Labour 
Party-supporter and emerging 
from it a left wing revolutionary 
communist.

Pankhurst “possessed no 
hatred of foreign enemies. For 
her, the enemy was the  capitalist 
war on the home front”.

ELFS anti-war activity used 
the same methods as the suf-
fragette campaigns, with large 
gatherings and marches.

When the war began, the 
conditions for women and 
children in Britain became 
Pankhurst’s “political priority”. 

Pankhurst opened a subsi-
dised Cost Price Restaurant in 
East London and set up two 
model factories in the East End.

They ran as non-profit 
co-operatives. 

The ELFS also set up day-care 
centres, nurseries, milk and 
food programmes, baby clin-
ics and libraries. It demanded 
immediate nationalisation of all 
food supplies. 

Pankhurst was inspired 
by the Russian Revolutions. 
The Dreadnought welcomed 
and supported the October 
Revolution, and cut all ties with 
the Labour Party. 

From 1919 Pankhurst took 
on an anti-parliamentarian 
approach—believing revolu-
tionaries should not participate 

A REBEL IN 
THE FIGHT 
FOR VOTES

Suffragette Sylvia Pankhurst is well known as a fighter for 
votes for women. But a new book describes how struggles 
turned her into a revolutionary, writes Isabel Ringrose

Pankhurst felt 
‘the potential 
for a soviet-run 
society created 
opportunities’

‘‘ 
Rachel Holmes

SYLVIA PANKHURST fought to win the vote for all women and men, regardless of wealth

Deadly cladding still puts 
high-rise buildings in danger

Sadie Robinson 
explains how cheap 
cladding remains on 
hundreds of buildings, 
despite it being the 
cause of the Grenfell 
Tower fire in 2017  

TENS OF thousands of people 
are living in unsafe buildings 
because of the Tories’ failure 
to get rid of dangerous 
cladding. 

The failures also expose a 
building regulation system 
that has not been “fit for 
purpose for many years” 
according to the Public 
Accounts Committee (PAC).

A PAC report last week 
comes over three years after 
the Grenfell Tower fire killed 
72 people in west London. 
It said that dangerous 
cladding similar to that used 
on Grenfell Tower remains 
on hundreds of residential 
buildings. 

This “unacceptably 
slow” progress showed that 
leaseholders have been 
victims of a “system-wide 
failure”.

Nearly two thirds of high 
rise buildings with similar 
cladding to Grenfell—300 out 
of 455—have still not had it 
replaced.

The Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local 
Government (MHCLG) 
had pledged to replace all 
Grenfell-style cladding on 
buildings above 18 metres 
by June this year. Yet it has 
“missed its target badly” and 
has paid out just £134 million 
of the £600 million fund for 
the works.

The government’s new 
target is for the works to be 
completed by the end of next 
year.

And it has no plans to 
cover the costs of waking 
watches–constant patrols to 
monitor buildings for signs of 
fire–or deal with other serious 
defects uncovered by post-
Grenfell inspections.

The government estimates 
that a further 1,700 high-rise 
buildings have other forms of 
unsafe cladding. 

It estimates that it would 
cost between £3 billion and 
£3.5 billion to replace this 
cladding. Its fund for the 

works is just £1 billion.
PAC said the government 

“was operating with an 
expectation that those private 
building owners which could 
afford to pay for cladding 
replacement would do so”.

An “unknown number” of 
buildings under 18 metres tall 
also have unsafe cladding. 

These include care homes, 
where residents with health 
and mobility problems would 
need longer to evacuate in an 
emergency.

The government estimates 
that around 40,000 care 

homes, sheltered homes 
and hospitals in England are 
below 18 metres. 

The PAC reported that the 
MHCLG had not said it would 
try to “identify how many 
have dangerous cladding on 
them”. 

Residents living in blocks 
with dangerous cladding 
said that safety worries have 
damaged their mental health. 
Some also face increased 
costs of funding measures 
such as waking watches.

These can cost “between 
£12,000 and £45,000 per 
week per building depending 
on the number of individuals 
and hours covered”.

Many people who own 
their homes now find 
themselves trapped, unable 
to sell them because they are 
unsafe.

The PAC said residents 
had submitted evidence to it 
highlighting “the feeling of 
being trapped and the daily 
emotional strain”.

It referred to a survey of 
550 residents living in unsafe 
buildings carried out by the 
UK Cladding Action Group in 
June this year. 

This found that nine out 
of ten people surveyed said 
their mental health had 
deteriorated as a direct result 
of cladding issues. Nearly a 
quarter had considered self-
harm or suicide.

One respondent wrote, 
“I feel hopeless. I feel as a 
mother I cannot provide a 
safe home for my child or be 
a good parent.”

The PAC report shows how 
the push to privatisation and 
deregulation in the housing 
market, where profit is the 
priority, risks lives.

An ‘unknown 
number’ of 
buildings under 
18 metres tall 
also have 
unsafe cladding 

‘‘ 

FLAMMABLE ALUMINIUM composite material cladding

BACK STORY
Hundreds of high-rise 
buildings are at risk 
because of unsafe cladding
lThis comes three years 
after the Grenfell Tower fire 
that killed 72 people
lCheaper, flammable 
cladding was found to be 
the main cause for the 
spread of the fire
lInaction and a lack of 
funding are preventing the 
buildings being made safe

FOCUS ON 
GRENFELL
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by YURI PRASAD

TEENAGER OLIVE Morris was 
hanging out at Desmond’s Hip 
City record shop in Brixton, 
south London, on a Saturday 
afternoon in November 1969 
when it happened.

Outside the shop, the 
police pulled over a Nigerian 
diplomat who was driving a 
Mercedes. They accused him 
of stealing the car and refused 
to believe his explanation that 
it belonged to his embassy.

When the officers arrested 
him, the diplomat resisted and 
soon there was a fight involv-
ing a collection of bystanders. 

Morris was one of those 
who waded in to protect the 
man from being beaten by 
cops.

She wore her hair short and 
some described her as being 
“dressed as a man”. 

The police who arrested the 
Jamaican-born 17 year old 
said they didn’t believe she 
was a woman and at the sta-
tion forced her to strip. They 
then beat her and threatened 
to rape her with a truncheon.

After release, Morris’s 
brother Basil said he “could 

hardly recognise her face, 
they beat her so badly.” 

Such trauma would fill 
most with fear and drive them 
away from political activity, 
but Morris used the experi-
ence as a source of anger. 

A few months later she 
joined the American-inspired 
Black Panther Movement. The 

small group were committed 
to fighting state racism, and 
using physical force when 
necessary. 

But they were also engaged 
in education and welfare 
projects.

The  Movement  was 
committed to the idea of 
“Political Blackness”, and 

their leaders were made up 
of people of both African-
Caribbean and Asian origins. 
Most saw  themselves as part 
of the broader radical left.

When Marxist writer John 
Berger won the 1972 Booker 
Prize he donated half of 
his award to the organisa-
tion so that it could set up a 

headquarters 
in Brixton.

M o r r i s 
d e d i c a t e d 
her life to a 
succession of 
groups  and 
projects. 

While doing 
a var iety of 
office temp jobs 
she set up the 
O r g a n i s a t i o n 
of  Women of 
African and Asian 
Descent, and also 

took up the question of hous-
ing— a key battleground for 
black people at that time.

Fire
In 1972 she led a demon-
stration to the local housing 
department after two black 
children were killed by fire in 
an unsafe council flat. 

As the police moved in to 
arrest, child protesters pushed 
their way into the office and 
sat down.

The council’s housing boss 
was forced to come down 
to address the protest and 
promised new central  heating 
would be installed.

As  squat t ing  empty 

property became a key part of 
the housing struggle Morris 
became a recognised leader. 

She even featured on the 
cover of a “how to” pamphlet 
entering an abandoned house 
by its upper windows.

The dominant politics of 
black liberation at that time 
were of the left, but also criti-
cal of it.

Most Black Panther activ-
ists believed that black people 
needed their own organisa-
tions and that the needs of 
black working class people 
were different from those of 
whites. 

But ever-growing strug-
gles against the racist police 
and the fascist National Front 
in the late 1970s presented a 
problem. To win, a broader 
unity was required, and that 
meant fighting alongside 
white anti-racists.

For Morris though, those 
quest ions had become 
 somewhat distant. 

In 1978 she was diagnosed 
with cancer and died the fol-
lowing year at the impossibly 
young age of 27.
This is part of a series about 
radical black lives Go to
bit.ly/SWBlackLives

OLIVE MORRIS

 A tragically short life dedicated to struggle 

OLIVE MORRIS (main) and as pictured on the cover of the Squatters’ Handbook
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Busting the bigoted myths 
told about transgender people
JK Rowling’s new book has ignited fury because it’s about a male serial killer who dresses up 
in women’s clothing. Sophie Squire takes apart the myths that paint trans women as a threat 
MYTH Trans women are a threat to 
non‑trans women in women‑only spaces  
From toilets and prisons to domestic abuse 
refuges, right wingers—and some on the 
left who should know better—push the idea 
that trans women make women-only spaces 
unsafe.

They whipped up a moral panic about trans 
women being allowed such spaces in debates 
about changing the Gender Recognition Act. 

But the Equality Act 2010 already gives 
trans people access, although with certain 
exemptions. 

And there has not been an explosion of 
violence.

In 2018, 12 representatives from  domestic 
and sexual violence bodies and support 
 services took part in research for the LGBT+ 
organisation Stonewall. None had used the 
exemption under the Equality Act to exclude 
trans women. 

The research did say “some participants 
said that the exemption should be kept as a 
safeguard”. 

But others “were concerned about other 
services using the exemption to turn away 
trans survivors when they should be  providing 
support”. 

The argument about women-only spaces 
almost always comes down to the idea that 
trans women are men dressing as women 
to perpetrate violence. This isn’t based on 
evidence. 

An article in the Trauma, Violence and 
Abuse academic journal said, “Notably 
absent from the evidence base are any data 
 supporting the idea, widely espoused in 
public opinion around bathroom bills and 
other legislation affecting LGBTQ people, 
that sexual or gender minorities might pose 
a threat to the safety of those in the sexual or 
gender majority’.

“Instead, this wide body of research 
 indicates that sexual and gender minorities 
are themselves at elevated risk for physical 
and sexual assault.” 

Trans women face violence—fuelled by 
sexism and transphobia—with one in six 
being victims of domestic violence. 

Another study from Sexuality Research 
and Social Policy academic journal examined 
“whether reports of safety or privacy viola-
tions in public rest rooms, locker rooms, and 
dressing rooms change in frequency”. 

P r o f e s s o r s  A m i r a  H a s e n b u s h , 

Andrew R Flores and Jody L Herman’s study 
looked at US local authorities that passed 
“gender-identity inclusive public accommo-
dations” laws and compared them to those 
without. 

They wrote that “there does not appear 
to be a relationship between passage” of the 
laws “and criminal incidents in rest rooms 
between localities”. 

And the study concludes, “Fears of 
increased safety and privacy violations as 
a result of non-discrimination laws are not 
empirically grounded.” 

MYTH You can’t escape biology.  
The argument that allowing trans women into 
women-only spaces will enable male violence 
flows from “biological determinism”. This is 
the idea women’s oppression is rooted in 
biology. 

It leads some feminists to view men as 
inherently violent, and abuse as inevitable. 

And many argue that, because trans women 
haven’t experienced women’s oppression all 
of their lives, they are prone to carrying out 
acts of violence.

Men commit acts of violence against women. 
But they don’t need to dress in women’s 
 clothing in order to harass and abuse women. 

Neither do they need to gain access to 
women-only spaces. 

Abuse happens because of the society we 
live in, not biology. Biology is not destiny. 

Women’s oppression is structured into class 
society and capitalism. Women are paid less 
on average, more likely to live in poverty, 
and still carry the burden of child care and 
 domestic labour.

And women’s bodies and sexuality are 
objectified and commodified. 

Sexist attitudes and ideas about women 
are used to justify this structural oppression. 

They help to normalise violence against 
women—which often happens without 
consequence.

But sexism isn’t natural and women’s 
oppression has only existed for around 
10 percent of human history. 

A vast body of anthropological research 
shows how pre-class societies were far 
more egalitarian. 

MYTH Trans young  people are 
being pushed to surgically and 
hormonally transition.
In June the Tories announced 
that they would delay 
changes being made to the 
Gender Recognition Act.

As a result Trans 
people are still made 
to go through a medi-
cal diagnosis, wait 
at least two years 
to legally change 
their gender and 

pay a £140 fee. Self-identification through 
GRA reform would allow trans people to 
change their legal gender after affirming it 
to a registrar.

Women and equalities minister Liz Truss 
said she wants to “protect” trans children 
from making “irreversible decisions”.

But it is a myth that thousands of trans 
children are being rushed into taking 
 hormone blockers or to surgically transition. 

In reality, young trans people—even 
if they wanted to—are unable to access 
 treatment that for many would be life saving. 

In 2017 a survey conducted by Stonewall 
found that more than half of trans young 

people have attempted suicide. 
Gender services are stretched to 

breaking point with many having 
long waiting lists. 

There are currently only seven 
gender identity clinics in Britain.

And gender affirming hormones 
are currently only provided to young 
people over the age of 16. 

That is the age that NHS 
 guidelines say that you can 
make decisions about the med-
ication you take without the 
consent of a parent. 

And gender aff irming 
 surgery cannot be offered to 
young people unless they are 
over the age of 18.

 Trans women face 
violence—fuelled 
by sexism and 
transphobia—with one 
in six being victims of 
domestic violence

‘‘ 
Author JK Rowling

MARCHING TO demand trans rights on the London Trans+ Pride march earlier this month   Picture: Guy Smallman
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Carers in north 
London could strike
CARERS AND cleaners at 
Sage nursing home in north 
London have threatened 
strikes over pay and terms 
and conditions.

The UVW union members 
are demanding £12 an hour 
and the same terms and 
conditions as NHS workers. 

The UVW said, 
“Throughout this deadly 
pandemic, they have risked 
their lives to care for the 
elderly and some of the most 
vulnerable.

“And the only ‘reward’ 
they’ve been given is a free 
pizza for lunch one day! 

“But today they told their 
boss, Adrian Jacobs, that 
enough is enough.”
lSolidarity messages to  
info@uvwunion.org.uk

Bus worker wins 
reinstatement 
BUS WORKERS at 
Manchester’s Queens Road 
depot in are celebrating after 
Coin Hayden, a sacked union 
rep, was allowed to return to 
work this week. 

It follows several early 
morning protests that 
stopped buses from leaving 
the depot. 

But the Unite union 
members at the Go North 
West company still have a 
serious fight on their hands. 

Bosses want to fire 
and rehire them on worse 
contracts. 

The 477 workers stand to 
lose thousands of pounds in 
the move. 

Cardiff bus bosses 
plan huge job cuts 
BOSSES AT the Cardiff Bus 
firm are pushing ahead with 
swingeing job cuts.   

More than 20 percent of 
workers at the municipal 
bus company—owned by 
the Labour-run council—
are facing the sack after a 
consultation process started 
last week. 

Management said the end 
of the furlough scheme and 
lower passenger numbers 
were to blame. 

But workers shouldn’t 
be made to pay with their 
livelihoods for this crisis. 

Tube workers back 
industrial action 
ASLEF UNION members on 
the London Underground 
have overwhelmingly backed 
industrial action if bosses try 
to drive through changes to 
their terms and conditions. 

The workers voted 
for industrial action by 
95 percent on a 70 percent 
turnout. 

Finn Brennan, an Aslef 
organiser, said, “This ballot 
result sends a very clear 
message that our members 
will not accept agreements 
being broken or Covid-19 
being used as an excuse 
to attack our terms and 
conditions.”

Strike threat at Soas 
stops redundancies
by SADIE ROBINSON 

WORKERS AT Soas University 
of London have pushed back 
compulsory redundancies 
by threatening strikes.

As attacks on jobs and pay 
sweep across universities, the 
Unison union members have 
shown it’s possible to resist.

Unison members at Soas 
had planned a two‑day 
walkout from Tuesday 
of this week after voting 
overwhelmingly for strikes. 

Bosses had wanted to 
impose up to 88 compulsory 
redundancies in professional 
services. 

These could have included 
cleaners, caterers, admin 
workers and library staff.

Unison members voted for 
strikes by 75 percent, on a 
72 percent turnout. On top 
of the walkout, they had also 
planned to begin action short 
of a strike including a work to 
rule.

The union called off the 
action after bosses last week 
confirmed that no professional 
services worker would be made 

compulsorily redundant during 
a restructure.

Workers who were 
facing redundancy will now 
be offered an extended 
redeployment period.

Soas Unison said the vote 
for strikes was “absolutely 
pivotal” in pushing bosses 
back.

“We have shown that if we 
organise and are prepared to 
take robust strike action we 
can win,” the branch added. 
“Hopefully our success will 
inspire other workers facing 

cuts and redundancies. Strikes 
work. Redundancies can be 
fought.”

Workers may still face 
issues such as changes to shifts 
and rising workloads as some 
workers leave voluntarily. 

The victory over compulsory 
redundancies should be used 
to give confidence to workers 
to fight over these issues too.

At a victory rally on 
Tuesday, Soas Unison branch 
secretary Sandy Nicoll said, 
“When we announced our first 
strike days, to hit the busiest 
enrolment days, management 
knew we could shut it down 
and immediately started to 
back off.

“Serious organised strikes, 
even the threat of it, can win.”

Former shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell told the rally, 
“This is a huge victory. 

“I think you’ve inspired 
others.

“We need some victories 
to show people what trade 
unionists can do working 
together.”

Sandy added, “Our victory 
is just a small spark. We need 
much bigger resistance.”

WORKERS AND students at Soas University of London during an unofficial walkout against 
bosses’ attacks in January        Picture: Guy Smallman

Support grows for left in 
race to lead biggest union 
by SARAH BATES 

PAUL HOLMES, the socialist 
standing to be the next 
general secretary of the 
Unison union, is storming 
ahead with a number 
of nominations from 
important branches. 

He had 76 nominations—
the most a left candidate 
has received for at least 15 
years—as Socialist Worker 
went to press on Tuesday. 

Paul has received support 
from several important 
union bodies.

They include the north 
west region—the biggest 
region in the union—and the 
influential local government 
service group executive. 

“I’m truly humbled by all 
the support our campaign is 
getting,” said Paul

“As well as the north west 
nomination, 75 branches 
have also backed our 
campaign. 

“If I get elected I 
guarantee there will be no 
going back to normal for 
Unison.”

Paul wants to transform 
Unison into a union that 

fights for decent pay, 
workers’ rights and says 
Black Lives Matter.

He is also committed 
to restoring funding and 
resources at branch-level.

Christine Collins is a care 
worker and Unison member 
in the north west. 

She said, “I truly believe 
that Paul’s organisational 
experience and his 
understanding of what’s 
happening at grassroots and 
worker level means Paul is 
best placed to led us in the 
union.”
lGo to Facebook page  
Paul Holmes #Paul4GenSec 
for updates on the campaign

UNIVERSITIES 

UNISON UNION 

ANTI-RACISM 

Anti-racists stage day of 
action to support refugees
>>continued from page 20
situation that was already 
terrible couldn’t get any worse, 
I have just found out that it 
can.

“We’re now in a situation 
where refugees are arriving 
in Britain to be beaten up on 
our beaches and bullied in our 
hotels.”

She added, “It may be 
difficult to come and volunteer 
in Calais at the moment. 
However, as much as that is 
a vital part of the work we 
do, there is a much more 
important part that volunteers 
can play.

“That is to fight the hostile 
environment and tell the 
truthful portrayals of the 
people who are trying to come 
here and seek safety.”

An SUTR and Care4Calais 
billboard van saying, “Refugees 
Welcome,” and, “Black Lives 
Matter”, toured London.

Rallies also took place in 
Sheffield, Chesterfield, Bristol, 
Glasgow and Lancaster.

The day of action was an 
important stand against the 
Tories’ and right wing press’s 
scapegoating—and showed 
that it’s still possible to protest 
during coronavirus.

OBITUARIES
Steph Owens 
1959-2020
COMRADES WILL be 
saddened by news of the 
sudden passing of Steph 
Owens on 12 September. 

Steph first became 
politically active at 
Birmingham polytechnic 
students’ union. 

While a student activist, 
she met her partner Dave 
on the final mass picket 
of the Grunwick strike on 
7 November 1977, 

Steph joined the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) shortly 
afterwards. She was involved 

in the Anti Nazi League in 
Birmingham as well as the 
Right To Work Campaign in 
1979, taking part in its mass 
march even while pregnant. 

After a brief break to raise 
her daughters Marianne and 
Naomi, Steph rejoined the 
SWP as a result of the Miners’ 
Strike of 1984‑85. 

She was also a passionate 
supporter of a woman’s right 
to choose and was heavily 
involved in the campaign 
against the Alton Bill in 1988. 

The family moved to the 
north west of England and 
lived for a brief period in 
Runcorn, where Steph was 
very active in the anti‑poll tax 
campaign. 

After getting a job with 
British Rail in Liverpool, Steph 
joined the TSSA union. 

She was elected branch 

secretary of what was to 
become the TSSA Merseyrail 
branch and quickly made her 
mark. 

She refused to cross an RMT 
union picket line, enraging 
management and even 
receiving a personal thank you 
for her solidarity from then 
shadow transport secretary 
John Prescott. 

Steph’s union involvement 
continued both inside and 
outside of the TSSA. 

Living in north Liverpool, 
she helped to organise 
solidarity for the Liverpool 
dockers strike in 1995. 

She was later elected as a 
member of the TSSA national 

executive where she served for 
six years. 

Although less active in 
recent months as she was 
awaiting a cataract operation, 
Steph was a lifelong socialist, 
anti‑racist, trade unionist and 
supporter of women’s rights. 

She leaves behind her 
partner of 42 years, Dave, 
and daughters Marianne and 
Naomi. 

Steph was a passionate 
Evertonian and her family 
have asked for any donations 
to be made to the Everton in 
the Community charity in her 
name.
lTo donate go to  
justgiving.com/evertonfc

Steph Owens 

John McDonnell spoke at 
the victory rally 

Rank and file candidate 
Paul Holmes 
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

Rehab workers in Wigan 
begin tens days of action
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

ALCOHOL AND drug rehab  
workers in Wigan and Leigh 
launched a ten-day walkout on 
Monday in their long-running fight 
for pay equality.

Unison union members  at 
the Addaction charity—recently 
rebranded We Are With You—were 
outsourced from the NHS. 

One Unison member says strikers 
feel “very positive” after bosses were 
legally forced to recognise the union 
in recent weeks. 

“Addaction had been refusing 
point blank to give us union recogni-
tion,” they told Socialist Worker.

“They didn’t want to negotiate 
with us collectively, only individually, 
but now our union reps won’t have 
to do everything in their own times.

“The timing of it, coming a week 
before the strike, is definitely a 
boost.” 

Jobs
Addac t ion ,  wh ich  runs  the 
 rehabilitation service on a contract 
from the Labour council, reneged on 
a promise to protect their NHS pay 
and terms and conditions. 

“The employer said the case law 
had changed and that they would 
ignore it,” they said. “One of their 
core values is being ‘ethical’. 

“But they clearly weren’t thinking 
about it.” 

Workers have held a series of 
 walkouts before coronavirus to 
demand that Addaction gives them 

NHS rates of pay. The worker said, 
“We have moved the company over 
the last 18 months” of their strikes. 

“They started off by saying they 
couldn’t afford to give us a pay rise. 

“They then moved to making a few 
offers which have increase in size.

“It shows that they have the money 
to solve the problem.” 

“But they have only offered a 

one-off ‘non-consolidated’ payment,” 
the worker added. 

“So next year our wages would be 
the same as this year and it wouldn’t 
count towards our pension.”

The worker added that solidarity 
has been key to keeping up strikers’ 
morale. 

“There’s only 30 of us against this 
large organisation,” they explained. 

“And it would be possible for us to 
get disheartened if it wasn’t for all the 
support.”  

Every  t rade  union i s t  and 
 campaigner should raise money and 
solidarity for the Addaction workers. 
lFor donation details go to 
bit.ly/RehabStrike Tweet your 
messages of support to  
@NorthWestUNISON

MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES 

Gallery workers at the Tate keep up fight 
after more than a month of all-out strike
TATE GALLERY workers 
were set to protest on 
Wednesday of this week 
after more than a month on 
all-out strike.

Members of the PCS 
union are fighting against 
attempts to sack 313 gift 
shop workers. 

They are demanding 
that at least 10 percent of 
the £7 million bailout the 
government gave the Tate 
galleries is used to save 
jobs.

Meanwhile some of the 
Tate’s top bosses continue to 
earn £100,000 a year.

Workers were set to 
protest outside the Tate 
Britain gallery on Millbank, 
central London, from 11am 
until 3pm. 

It was set to be followed 

by a “digital protest day” on 
Thursday of this week.
lDonate to the strike fund at 
bit.ly/TateStrike For solidarity 
details and news go to 
tateunited.com

nWORKERS AT Hampton 
Court palace in west London 

protested in defence of 
jobs and pay on Tuesday of 
this week. Bosses at Royal 
Historic Palaces want to 
sack up to 145 workers and 
tear up contracts. 

Workers that aren’t 
sacked face pay and 
pensions cuts.

ADDACTION WORKERS hold a socially-distanced picket line  Picture: Fred Fitton

TUC CONFERENCE 

TUC union 
conference 
slams Israeli 
apartheid
THE CORONAVIRUS crisis 
was a major theme at the 
TUC union federation’s 
virtual conference last week. 

TUC general secretary 
Frances O’Grady said, “It 
takes a whole community to 
beat a pandemic.

“It can’t just be done from 
Westminster corridors or 
company boardrooms.

“We all have to play our 
part.

“Yet some in the 
Establishment behave as if 
there’s one rule for them, 
and another for everybody 
else.

“And, too often, ministers 
struggle to imagine lives that 
are unlike their own.”

She warned chancellor 
Rishi Sunak as he plans 
to scrap the job retention 
scheme, saying, “Stand by 
working families —don’t 
walk away. Unions will fight 
for every job.

Meanwhile, the conference 
passed a motion slamming 
Israeli attempts to annex 
more Palestinian land in the 
West Bank. It described the 
Israeli moves as “illegal” 
and a “significant step in 
the creation of a system of 
apartheid”.

The conference passed 
another motion against 
transphobia. 

It said that attempts 
to paint trans women as 
a threat to women and 
children is “reminiscent of 
homophobic lies of the past 
and we reject this”.

The motion also backed 
reform of the Gender 
Recognition Act. 

Tate workers on the picket line Picture: Guy Smallman

FOOD INDUSTRY 

Workers at Burton’s won’t 
let bosses take the biscuit 
WORKERS WHO make some 
of people’s favourite biscuit 
brands have made an appeal 
for financial support in their 
fight against low pay.

The GMB union members 
at Burton’s biscuit factory in 
Edinburgh were set to strike 
on Wednesday—their third 
walkout this month.

Benny Rankin, a GMB 
Scotland organiser, said, 
“Our members seek your 
vital support to help alleviate 
the financial hardship being 
incurred because of the fight 
they are undertaking. 

“Their employer is refusing 
to talk about improving a 
derisory 1.6 percent pay offer.

“We are now entering the 
9th week of the company’s 
refusal to respond to our 
requests to enter meaningful 
negotiations.” 

Roz Foyer, STUC union 

federation general secretary, 
joined the picket line on 
Wednesday of last week. 

“The workers here have been 
treated abysmally by the bosses 
at this company,” she said. 

“And given that these are 
‘key workers’ that have worked 
all the way through the 
lockdown, that is an absolute 
insult. They have come in 
day in day out to keep this 
company making profits.

“The directors in this 
company got a 33 percent pay 
rise in 2018 and yet they are 
refusing to give this workforce 
their ask of a 7 percent pay 
rise.
lCheques to GMB Scotland.  
Send a covering letter making 
clear that the payment is to 
support the dispute.  
GMB union Fountain House, 
1 Woodside Crescent, Charing 
Cross, Glasgow G3 7UJ

More action 
in Brighton 
WORKERS AT Brighton 
and Hove’s housing repairs 
department plan a ten-day 
strike over sick pay and 
terms and conditions from 
Monday of next week. 

The GMB union members 
already struck for five days at 
the beginning of this month.

Mark Turner, GMB branch 
secretary, said the council 
should use the pause in 
industrial action to “come 
to the table with their own 
realistic offer if they don’t like 
the GMB’s viable solution for 
sick pay fairness”.

“But it needs to not be based 
on enforcing a pay cut upon 
anyone looking to gain sick 
pay, as the management team 
remain adamant would need to 
happen.”

“Our members remain 
clear—we’ll stay away until we 
all have sick pay.”

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
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Support for refugees as Tories announce new crackdown
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THE TORIES plan to evict 
thousands of  asylum 
seekers who have had 
their applications to 
live in Britain refused.

A letter from the 
Home Office to charities 
said the evictions would 
begin “with immediate 
effect” in England. The 
move affects thousands 
of people who have been 
refused asylum and don’t 
have an ongoing appeal.

Some were put into 
hotel accommodation 
at the beginning of the 
lockdown. Many of 

those facing eviction 
are victims of the racist 
No Recourse to Public 
Funds rule, which denies 
migrants and refugees 
access to social security. 

This means asylum 
seekers, who are also 
barred from working, are 
forced to rely on charities 
and friends to survive.

Bella Sankey, director 
of Detention Action, 
said, “It is a scandal 
that in pre-Covid times, 
people caught up in the 
asylum system had to 
rely on charity support 
for their very survival.

“But to push people—
including families—back 

into homelessness and 
destitution as we enter 
a second wave of this 
pandemic shows a naked 
disregard for human 
life at the very highest 
levels of government.”

Organised
Meanwhile, anti-racists 
joined rallies to say 
“Refugees Welcome” in 
towns and cities across 
Britain last Saturday.

The national day of 
action, organised by Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR) 
and Care4Calais, came a 
month after Abdulfatah 
Hamdallah drowned in 
the English Channel.

The Sudanese refugee, 
who was trying to make it 
to safety in Britain, died 
because of the Tories’ 
racist border regime.

Tia has volunteered 
with Care4Calais, helping 
around 600 refugees 
trapped at Britain’s border 
in northern France. 

At the 40-strong rally 
outside Finsbury Park 
mosque in Islington, 
north London, she urged 
people to “fight the 
hostile environment”.

“I have just returned 
from Calais after seven 
months,” she said. 

“When I thought a 

 MIGRANTS AT RISK
 IN TRUMP’S CAMPS 
by SOPHIE SQUIRE 

ARE WOMEN held in a 
US immigration detention 
centre in Georgia being 
forced to have unnecessary 
hysterectomies?

 That’s the question many 
are asking after a nurse from 
an Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) detention 
centre blew the whistle about 
terrible health conditions 
there.

Dawn Wooten, who worked 
at the Irwin county detention 
centre (ICDC), gave evidence 
to a 27-page report by the 
Project South organisation.

It details many cases of 
“jarring medical neglect”.

Procedures
The part of the report 
that’s particularly alarmed 
 anti- racists is the passage that 
“raises red flags regarding the 
rate at which hysterectomies 
are performed on immigrant 
women under ICE custody at 
ICDC”.

Project South says hyster-
ectomies were carried out at 
“high rates” and that women 
who underwent the proce-
dures “didn’t fully  understand 
why they had to get a hyster-
ectomy”.

At the very least this 

raises a question of whether 
patients gave “informed 
consent”.

Wooten’s account is backed 
by number of women detainees 
who have come forward to say 
they were subjected to forced 
hysterectomies.

A lawyer representing one 

of the women operated on 
spoke to the US news network 
NBC. He said his client was 
told by a doctor that she had 
an ovarian cyst, but a biopsy 
to confirm this was never 
carried out. A hysterectomy 
was then performed on her. 

In 2019, Pauline Binam 

began having irregular 
periods. She was 29 at the 
time and had spent the 
past two years in custody, 
awaiting deportation to 
Cameroon.

The detention centre’s 
gynaecologist said he would 
treat a cyst on her ovaries 

by removing tissue from 
her uterus, a fairly standard 
procedure.

But when she woke up 
from anesthesia, the doctor 
told her he had removed one 
of her fallopian tubes due 
to a clog and that she was 
now likely infertile. In this 

privately-owned detention 
centre, a large number of 
hysterectomy procedures are 
said to have been performed 
by one doctor, Mehendra 
Amin.

Some women at the 
detention centre describe him 
as the “uterus collector”.

In response to these 
allegations, a group of angry 
protesters blocked the road in 
New York.

Pandemic
In a video shared on social 
media, the police kettled the 
50 to 60 activists and arrested 
eight of them.

During the coronavirus 
pandemic ,  Trump has 
stepped up his hard line on 
migration.  

Those inside ICE detention 
centres report cramped 
conditions, no access to 
healthcare and some even say 
they have no access to water.

Wooten also wrote in 
her complaint that Irwin 
county detention centre had 
purposely under-reported 
Covid-19 cases, leaving 
detainees and staff at risk. 

The horrifying treatment 
of those trapped in ICE 
detention centres is part of 
a racist system that seeks to 
blame migrants for America’s 
growing economic crisis.

ANGER AT the way US immigration camps threat people helps drive the anti-racist movement

Protesting for refugee rights in Brixton, south London, last week
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