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lCAPITALISM’S COVID FAILURE
lMORE THAN A MILLION DEAD

WE NEED RESISTANCE TO SAVE LIVES AND JOBS

LABOUR

Starmer’s shift to 
‘patriotism’ a sign 
of worse to come
KEIR STARMER has made a 
step change in his leadership 
of the Labour Party.

Speeches about “security” 
were followed by punishing 
MPs who voted against a bill 
that protects war criminals. 

He is showing a clear break 
from Jeremy Corbyn. But it’s 
not the first time Labour has 
pandered to nationalism.
>>Pages 14&15

ECONOMY

Jobs retention 
scheme is bad 
news for workers
CHANCELLOR Rishi 
Sunak’s new jobs scheme 
won’t stop unemployment 
surging in Britain.

His plans will give more 
handouts to bosses. But 
furloughed workers already 
facing redundancy get no 
help.

More face attacks on pay 
and conditions.
>>Page 6

REFUGEES

Asylum seeker’s 
victory over racist 
Home Office
AN ASYLUM seeker in 
Glasgow ended a hunger 
strike last week after 
winning limited leave 
to remain in Britain. 

Abdul Safi said, “I would 
like to thank everyone who 
helped. I am here for nearly 
13 years and I need justice.” 
>>Page 3



Socialist Worker  30 September 2020 TROUBLEMAKERthe2

New law to give police and 
spooks special licence to kill
UNDERCOVER COPS and 
MI5 spooks will be given 
explicit permission to com-
mit criminal offences under 
a new law  introduced by 
the Tories.

The  Cove r t  Human 
Intelligence Sources (CHIS) 
Bill  provides a “clear and 
consistent statutory basis  
for a limited number of 
public authorities to continue 
to authorise participation 
in criminality, in carefully 
 managed circumstances”.

I t  fo l lows  years  o f 
 litigation by Reprieve, the 
Pat Finucane Centre and 
others  who argued that an 
 existing MI5 policy allowing 
agents to commit crimes was  
unlawful.

Last December, the tame 
overseer of the spooks 
the Investigatory Powers 
Tribunal (IPT) ruled only by 

a three to two  majority that 
the policy was lawful. 

Announcing the new 
 legislation, Security Minister 
James Brokenshire said, 
“In the course of this vital 
work, it may be necessary 
for agents to participate in 
criminal activity in order to 
gain the trust of those under 

investigation.” Grainne 
Teggart, Amnesty’s Northern 
Ireland campaigns manager, 
said, “There is a grave danger 
that this bill could end up 
providing informers and 
agents with a licence to kill.

“It is deeply alarming 
that the proposed law does 
not explicitly prohibit MI5 

and other agencies from 
 authorising crimes like 
 torture and killing.

“We have seen the conse-
quences of undercover agents 
in paramilitary organisations 
operating with apparent 
impunity whilst committing 
grave human rights abuses, 
including murder.

lTHE SUN newspaper has launched 
a “save the parade” campaign to 

ensure that Remembrance Sunday events 
go ahead. Lest we forget, Labour’s 
John Healey said the government had 
“washed their hands of any concern 
about local Remembrance events”.  If 
you can’t find a jingoistic event nearby, 
you could purchase the poppy face 
mask for £10 or a dog coat for £19

Bookings cancelled as 
flu vaccines run out 
IF YOU can’t get a 
coronavirus test, take 
heart from the fact that 
you can at least get 
a jab to protect from 
the flu. Except you 
might not be able to.

Pharmacies across 
England last week ran out 
of flu vaccines, forcing 
them to pause online 
bookings for the jab.

It follows a government 
campaign to encourage 
people to get flu jabs. This 
is to try and avoid the 
NHS being overwhelmed 
as the second wave 
of Covid-19 hits.

The Pharmaceutical 
Services Negotiating 
Committee said at some 
pharmacies “all of their 
stock has already been 

administered to patients”.
Flu kills between 

4,000 and 22,000 
people in England every 
year. Last year, some 
8,000 died from it.

Robbie Turner from 
the Royal Pharmaceutical 
Society said, “We 
have been told by the 
government that there 
are adequate supplies 
of the flu vaccine.”

Women still left to give 
birth without support 
OVER THREE quarters of 
NHS trusts aren’t letting 
birth partners support 
women throughout their 
entire labour. 

This is despite Boris 
Johnson saying in 
parliament earlier this 
month that no one should 
give birth alone.

And NHS guidance 
released on 8 September 
means partners and 
visitors should be able to 
attend maternity units.

Yet data collected by 
the Guardian newspaper 
showed that 40 percent 
of women have to 
attend their 20-week 
scan alone. This scan 
identifies potential 
anomalies in the foetus, 

and means women are 
having to discover the 
outcome alone.

Half of trusts are 
restricting partners from 
attending at least two of 
either the 12-week scan, 
20-week scan and the 
duration of labour.

The data covered 
144 trusts in England, 
Scotland and Wales.

Black barrister 
treated as a 
criminal
A BLACK barrister was 
stopped in court and 
mistaken for a defendant 
three times in just one  
day.

A complaint by 
Alexandra Wilson over 
her treatment forced the 
head of the courts service 
in England and Wales to 
issue an apology.

Kevin Sadler from the 
HM Courts and Tribunals 
Service condemned the 
“totally unacceptable 
behaviour”. He promised 
to investigate.

Wilson is the author of 
In Black And White, which 
highlights racism in  
courts.

She was first stopped 

by a security guard who 
assumed she was a 
defendant. 

She was then stopped 
by a barrister or solicitor 
inside the courtroom, and 
a clerk. Wilson tweeted, 
“This really isn’t OK. I 
don’t expect to have to 
constantly justify my 
existence at work.”

Axed football 
matches don’t 
stop racism
AN INCIDENT of hate 
crime occurred at one in 
ten football fixtures in the 
2019-20 season, official 
figures show.

Verified hate crime 
incidents were reported at 
287 matches out of 2,663 
fixtures, according to a 
report published by the 
Home Office.

It said that at 214 of 
them—8 percent of all 
fixtures—the reported hate 
crime related to race.

The data also shows 
that the number of arrests 
for racist or indecent 
chanting more than 
doubled from 2018-19 to 
2019-20. 

This is despite the fact 
that 319 matches were 
cancelled due to the 
pandemic, and a further 
227 were played behind 
closed doors.

A fitting tribute

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘A shame’
Donald Trump’s assessment 
of the 200,000+ coronavirus 
death toll in the US

‘If we didn’t do it 
properly, you’d 
have 2.5 million 
deaths’
Trump pats himself on the 
back

‘China let this 
happen, just 
remember that’
Trump passes the buck

‘The government 
must resist 
becoming 
addicted to 
spending’
Matthew Lesh from free 
market think tank the Adam 
Smith Institute on Rishi 
Sunak’s replacement for the 
furlough scheme

‘Enemies spread 
false rumours 
and friends 
mutter about his 
health’
The Mail on Sunday criticises 
those plotting against the 
prime minister

‘Burn down the 
house twice to 
get rid of a wasps’ 
nest, then stand 
in the ruins and 
blame everyone 
but himself’
Peter Hitchens also in the Mail 
on Sunday is less sure
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E16 9EJ@

l SIR JIM Ratcliffe, Britain’s richest 
person, has moved to tax-free 

Monaco. 
Ratcliffe was Britain’s third-highest 

individual taxpayer. His personal wealth 
shot up from an estimated £9.5 billion 
in January 2019 to £17.5 billion today. 

It has risen by £1.25 billion so far 
this year alone—despite the pandemic.

The move to Monaco is estimated to 
let him keep £4 billion in tax payments.

A poster for flu jabs

Redacted authorisation to be a criminal

Alexandra Wilson

Visits without support



 Anti-racist 
solidarity 
in Penally
ANTI-RACISTS are 
organising to show 
solidarity with refugees 
housed in a former military 
camp in Penally, near Tenby 
in West Wales.

Around 60 supporters of 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
held a “wall of solidarity” 
last Saturday outside the 
camp. 

A smaller group, led by 
fascists, protested in the 
village on the same day 

with placards including, 
”Penally Against Illegal 
Immigrants,” and, “Penally 
Lives Matter.”

Patrick Connellan from 
SUTR West Wales said, 
“These are very brave 
people here today. 

“We need to show the 
world that we will not run 
away when a bunch of 
fascists come here.”

Racist groups, including 
supporters of the far right 
For Britain party from 
Swansea, have tried to 
stoke racist divisions in 
Penally. 

A group of around  
60 racist thugs fought 
police into the early hours 
on Monday of last week 
ahead of some asylum 
seekers arriving.

Around 234 asylum 
seekers—Kurdish Iraqis  
and Kurdish Iranians—are 
set to be housed at the 
camp. 

SUTR West Wales says, 
“We believe that refugees 
should be treated with the 
dignity that they deserve 
and offered decent housing, 
education and jobs. 

“Forcing people into 
military bases and camps 
to live a ‘living hell’ is 
degrading, dangerous and 
potentially disastrous.”

Stand Up To Racism  
international conference, 17 and 
18 October. For details go to  
bit.ly/SUTR2020

Asylum seeker takes on 
racist Home Office rules
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

AN ASYLUM seeker in Glasgow 
ended his hunger strike after the 
Home Office granted him limited 
leave to remain in Britain last 
week. 

Abdul Safi stitched his lips shut 
and went on a hunger strike on 
Monday of last week in protest at 
12 years of living in legal limbo.

He said, “I would like to thank 
everyone who came and helped me 
and all those who sent me messages 
of support and solidarity.

“I will take legal advice to see if I 
can challenge this limited leave and 
demand for the full leave that I am 
entitled to.

“I am here for nearly 13 years and 
I need justice.”

Abdul pitched up a tent outside 
the Home Office building in Glasgow 
on Monday demanding the right to 
stay in safety in Britain. 

A security manager came out the 
following day to persuade Abdul 
to finish his protest, promising, 
“They’ve given you limited leave to 
remain.”

The Home Office worker said the 
decision was “going out in the post 
today” but Abdul refused to stop his 
hunger strike until the decision came 
through.

His case shows up the hypocrisy 
and racism of the British state.

Threatened
Abdul and one of his sons fled 
Afghanistan, a country destroyed 
by Western bombs, after his life was 
threatened. 

They have both lived in limbo 
since then due to the British state’s 
racist immigration system.

Mohammad N Asif, Afghan Human 
Rights Foundation chair and founder 
of the Scottish Afghan Society, went 
down to support Abdul. 

He told Socialist Worker, “When 

he came to Britain I saw Mr. Abdul 
Asif and his eight year old son, who 
is now nearly 21 years old.

“He has a wife and children back 
in Afghanistan and they are almost 

adults. His asylum claim was initially 
refused, but he was then granted a 
one year limited leave to remain.

“Since then he’s applied to the  
Home Office for an extension to lim-
ited leave three times and has been 
given it.”

He added, “Some people say the 
‘system is broken’, but the Home 
Office is not broken.

“It is a well-designed system to 
intentionally dehumanise asylum 
seekers and discourage people from 
coming here.”

Many people trying to settle safely 
in Britain are fleeing the West’s wars, 
dictatorship and poverty. 

“As Mohammad said, “These are 
the victims of British, American and 
Nato bombing.

“Britain was involved in  bombing 
Iraq, it was involved in  bombing 
Afghanistan, it was involved in 
bombing Libya and in Syria. 

“It is involved in selling arms 
to Saudi Arabia that’s bombing 
Yemen.

“Britain has a moral responsibility 
to take asylum seekers.”

Refugees should be allowed to 
come to Britain safely, immigra-
tion detention centres should be 
shut down and asylum seekers  
granted full rights and indefinite 
leave to remain.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

ABDUL HAS fought for 12 years to stay in Britain

Mohammad N Asif

 Protest at Morecambe anti-Traveller pub
OVER 100 Travellers and their 
supporters protested against 
racism outside the Hurley Flyer 
pub in Morecambe, Lancashire, 
last Wednesday. 

The pub had refused to admit 
two Travellers the previous 
weekend. 

The doorman said, “The 
brewery has been instructed by 
the local authority not to admit 
Travellers.”

This is now denied by the 
brewery.

The protest was angry with 
T-shirts, saying, “Travellers lives 
matter,” and “Equal rights for 
everyone.” 

The protest was supported by 
Lancaster and Morecambe Stand 

Up To Racism, the local trades 
council, the NEU union and a 
local Muslim restaurant. 

Trades council president 
Eugene Doherty said, “I am 
ashamed that this racism is 
happening in the town I grew up 
in.”

Tyson Fury, Traveller and 
boxing champion, said, “People 
shouldn’t be racist towards 
Travellers in 2020.”

Protesters marched to the 
nearby William Mitchell pub 
that has also refused entry to 
travellers. 

Socialist  
Worker

For daily updates and the  
stories that matter  

socialistworker.co.uk

lDownload WhatsApp to your 
phone

lSave 07377 632 826 as  
Socialist Worker WhatsApp 

lSend ‘start’ to the number

The Hurley Flyer

Solidarity in Penally, West Wales
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Tories’ virus 
failures fuel 
a growing 
crisis for 
Johnson
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE TORIES were set to suffer a 
humiliating defeat in parliament 
this week over their handling of 
the coronavirus crisis. But they 
looked set to be saved by a 
speaker’s ruling.  

The manoeuvres came as scientists 
said deaths from the virus in Britain 
could rise to 100 a day in a few weeks. 
The warning came from Professor 
Graham Medley from the govern-
ment’s Sage group of scientists.  

Medley said transmission of the 
virus must be cut now to avoid fur-
ther rises.  

“The things that we do now will 
not stop 100 people dying a day, but 
they will stop that progressing much 
higher,” he said.  

But the things the Tories are 
doing now are guaranteeing that 
transmission rises.  

They continue to push people 
into unsafe workplaces, commutes, 
schools, colleges and universities. 
And a lack of tests means people 
with the virus don’t always know 
and so can’t isolate to prevent 
 further spread.  

The Tories’ failure to contain the 
virus has seen more people come 
under local lockdown restrictions. 
New restrictions came into force 
in Leeds, Cardiff and other parts of 
Wales and more towns in the north 
west of England last week. 

Imposed 
More than 21 million people are now 
subject to local restrictions, a quarter 
of Britain’s population. London was 
added to Public Health England’s 
watchlist last week,  meaning a 
 lockdown could be imposed.  

And Britain recorded a record 
number of daily cases—6,874—last 
Friday.  

Meanwhile thousands of students 
are locked down in university accom-
modation after outbreaks at several 
campuses (see pages 10&11).  

Outbreaks have hit Manchester 
Metropolitan University, Edinburgh 
Napier, Liverpool, Leeds and 
Glasgow among others.  

The crisis is deepening splits in 

the Tories. Labour said it would 
likely back a rebel Tory amendment 
in parliament this week.

The amendment, put by Tory 
Graham Brady wanted to force min-
isters to seek parliamentary approval 
for new restrictions. 

Some 46 Tories had signed up to 
it by Sunday. 

But Johnson looked set to avoid 
defeat as Commons speaker Lindsay 
Hoyle indicated he would not allow 
it to be heard.  

The growing crisis last week forced 
top Tories to advise people to work 
from home again where possible. 

But this follows weeks of minis-
ters urging people to return to work 
and blaming those who don’t for the 
collapse of firms such as sandwich 
makers.  

And the reality is that many people 
won’t be able to work from home.  

The Tories have refused to pro-
vide a  functioning test and trace 
system and instead have rationed 
tests. 

And they have refused to invest 
in the NHS to prepare for a second 
wave of the virus (see right).  

We need more resistance to win 
the measures that can save lives.  

lTHE BODY that represents NHS 
hospital trusts says the test and 
trace system in England isn’t 
ready for the demands of winter.

NHS Providers is calling for 
testing capacity to be quadrupled 
within three months and a clear 
plan for regular testing of health 
workers.

BACK STORY
lThe Tories’ handling of the virus 
has been a long series of failures. 
lBritain recorded a massive 
surge in cases last month. The 
Tories continued to order people 
back to work and also tried to 
justify a return to unsafe schools.
lA group of doctors have spoken 
out to say that the government 
is ignoring evidence that those 
in workplaces have a high risk of 
spreading the virus.

BORIS JOHNSON has to look over his shoulder at his own MPs

Health workers ‘abandoned’ as 
they prepare for a second wave
HEALTH WORKERS are “physically 
and emotionally on their knees” as 
they prepare for a second wave of 
coronavirus.

Nurse Jonathan is “petrified” 
about how the health service will 
cope with the spike. “I am not 
saying this just to make an impact,” 
he told Socialist Worker.

“I was on my knees working 
through the pandemic and to think 
we are going to have another one is 
frightening.

“The average day would start 
with a sleepless night, worrying 
about colleagues who were off with 
symptoms.”

Jerry, a front line ambulance 
worker in London, has “just come 
out of therapy” he told Socialist 
Worker, “a lot of staff are now 
seeking mental health support.

“We felt abandoned by the 
state—we had no PPE, no masks, 
no support.”

Jerry says “rules passed from 
above so the NHS wouldn’t be 
overwhelmed” meant people did 
not get the care they needed.

“They were expecting us to accept 
abnormal levels of temperature, 
pulse and blood pressure.”

A new study by the King’s Fund 
think tank said, “Staff stress, 
absenteeism and turnover in the 
nursing profession has reached 
alarmingly high levels.

Isobel, a domestic at a 
Derbyshire hospital, explains there 
is “a new normal—I’ve gone from 
doing 18 hours a week to 50 hours 
a week.

“We’ve been expecting this for 
a few weeks,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “The anxieties have 
heightened in the last week with 
the government announcements.

Jerry said health workers feel in 
a better position because “hospitals 
are more geared up” with “separate 
areas for people suspected of 
coronavirus”.

“But the government hasn’t 
managed track and trace,” he said. 
“I had to isolate because my wife 
had Covid-19 symptoms.

“We opted for a postal test. The 
guidelines say no symptoms, return 
to work after ten days. It was only 
four or five days after I returned 
that I had the results.

“What would make you think 
the government will do the right 
thing in this episode of Covid-19?” 

Jonathan added, “Everybody I’ve 
spoken to says they have lost trust 
in the government. I appreciated 
the Clap for Carers the first time 
round, but I don’t think I would 
want to see it again.

“I’d rather the government paid 
people properly who are literally 
putting their lives and their families 
lives at risk.”
Turn to page 7 for a report on 
the  People Before Profit groups 
 emergency plan

School class sizes could 
rise to 60 as Covid hits
CHILDREN face 
rising class sizes 
and school closures 
because of the Tories 
failure to make 
schools safe or to 
provide proper virus 
testing.  

Some schools plan 
to increase class sizes 
to up to 60 students 
as more staff struggle 
to access tests and 
have to self-isolate.  

A survey by the 
NAHT head teachers’ 
group found that 
nearly half of schools 
have teachers who 
can’t be in school as 
they are awaiting a 
virus test.

NAHT 
spokesperson James 
Bowen warned there 
would be shortages 
of supply teachers 
over the winter.  

He added that 
schools aren’t getting 
extra money from the 
government to cover 
the costs of hiring 
supply teachers. 

“Many budgets 
simply won’t stretch 
to meet these supply 
costs,” he said.  

Children’s 
Commissioner 

for England Anne 
Longfield said, 
“There comes a point 
when you can’t run a 
school because there 
aren’t enough staff.”  

Over 1,000 schools 
have now reported 
a confirmed case of 
coronavirus since 
schools reopened. 
And cases are rising 
rapidly.  

In the week to 
22 September, the 
number of schools 
in England badly 
affected by the 
virus quadrupled 

according to 
Department for 
Education figures.  

And the number of 
students absent rose 
by 50 percent.  

The DfE said that 
4 percent of schools 
were classed as 
“not fully open” 
due to Covid-19 
over the seven-day 
period. It compares 
to 1 percent in the 
previous week.  

The figures make 
a mockery of Tory 
claims that schools 
are safe.  

Class sizes set to rise as staff wait for virus tests

Food bosses hid infections
THE NUMBER of 
coronavirus infections 
at food factories could 
be over 30 times 
higher than official 
figures show.  

The Health and 
Safety Executive 
(HSE) has received 
just 47 notifications of 
coronavirus workplace 
infections by food 

manufacturing firms.  
The firms, which 

employ 430,000 
people in Britain, have 
reported no deaths.  

But an investigation 
by the Pirc group 
found that there have 
been at least 1,461 
infections and six 
deaths.

And it said the real 

figures are likely to be 
higher.  

Pirc warned that 
bosses have too 
much influence over 
the data as they can 
decide whether to say 
someone was infected 
at work or elsewhere. 

It said the figures 
submitted to the HSE 
are “not credible”.  

Fines shift blame for virus
PEOPLE IN England 
can now be hit 
with fines of up to 
£10,000 for breaking 
coronavirus rules.  

From Monday, 
refusing to self-isolate 
when instructed to do 
so is illegal.

Fines for breaking 
the law start at 
£1,000. But people 
can be fined £10,000 
for repeated or 
“serious” breaches.  

It is also illegal for 
someone who tests 
positive for the virus 
to knowingly give false 
information about 
close contacts to NHS 
Test and Trace. And 

police will be able 
to check on whether 
people are complying 
with the rules.  

The Tories say that 
poorer people will be 
able to get a one-off 
payment of £500 if 
they lose income due 
to self-isolating. 

But not everyone 
is eligible. And 
the money will be 
backdated—meaning 
people will be left 
with nothing for two 
weeks.  

The new measures 
are an attempt to 
divide ordinary people 
and shift the blame for 
the rise in virus cases.
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RESIST THE DRIVE FOR 
PROFIT THAT IS KILLING US 

 C
APITALISM KEEPS a 
tiny majority of people 
rich off the back of 
work that is done by the 
vast majority of people. 

It is also a system responsible 
for creating a pandemic that has 
slaughtered over a million people 
so far this year. 

Pandemics are becoming more 
frequent because the relentless 
drive for profit means humans 
are encroaching closer into the 
natural world. Deforestation 
and factory farming mean animal 
viruses pass quicker to humans and 
spread faster throughout animal 
populations.

These methods help accelerate 
the climate crisis and put us all at 
risk. And they were developed to 
maximise profit.

But it’s the response to the 
pandemic that really exposes 
capitalism as a fatally unfair, chaotic 
and inefficient system. 

In Britain rich people are likely to 
live in areas with low transmission 
rates and are more able to work 
from home to stay safe. 

Yet in poorer countries, such as 
India and Brazil, coronavirus has 
swept through areas where people 
are crammed closely together with 

poor sanitation and little access 
to healthcare. Production and 
distribution of a vaccine—the one 
great hope to control the spread of 
Covid-19— is shaped at every level 
by the drive for profit. 

Vaccines are developed by 
competing companies looking to 
win the race to pocket the most 
lucrative contracts. 

Richer countries will be able 
to afford to buy the amount they 
need several times over. Meanwhile 
poorer nations, often battered by 
centuries of Western colonisation 
and exploitation, will struggle. 

Across the world for-profit 
healthcare denies access 
for ordinary people, while 
pharmaceutical firms gouge out 
huge profits. 

This system laid the groundwork 

for the US coronavirus crisis, a 
devastation that has killed at least 
200,000 people across the country 
(see page 17). 

Governments believe it is vital 
to keep the economy going “at 
all costs”. Even when that cost 
is misery, illness and death for 
ordinary people. 

The slavish devotion to profit 
created the perverse situation 
of Boris Johnson encouraging 
people to eat at restaurants, then 
reprimanding them weeks later for 
rising Covid-19 cases. 

But as repugnant as the Tory 
government is, it is part of a much 
larger system. Capitalism is not just 
a system that produces pandemics. 
It also creates climate catastrophe, 
racist horror, the constant threat of 
wars and widespread desperation 
for billions of ordinary people. 

This is why we need to break 
the capitalist system. In its place 
we need to build an entirely new 
socialist society, where profit for 
the few is a feature of history 
books.

Organising together against our 
common enemy in the fight for 
revolutionary socialism is the only 
way to beat every horror capitalism 
spits out. 

A LOCKDOWN ON DISSENT
 THERE WAS justified anger 

from the left in response to 
new government teaching 

guidelines that ban anti-capitalist 
teaching materials from classrooms.

Department for Education 
guidance on teaching the 
relationship, sex and health 
curriculum said, “Schools should 
not under any circumstances 
use resources produced by 
organisations that take extreme 
political stances on matters.”

This includes any organisation 
that has said publicly it wants 
to overthrow capitalism. But as 
with every government attempt 

to tackle “extremism” in schools, 
the main targets are likely to 
be Muslims. The guidance bans 
organisations that have failed to 
“condemn illegal activities done in 
their name or in support of their 
cause, particularly violent actions”.

It potentially places an obligation 
on every Muslim organisation to 
condemn terrorist acts or risk 
having their materials banned from 
schools. Demands on Muslims to 
condemn terrorism intend to make 
them collectively responsible for 
every terrorist act.

Organisations that refuse to go 
along with that face accusations of 

extremism. Schools have already 
become a site of state-driven 
Islamophobia. The government’s 
Prevent strategy requires teachers 
to report students for expressing 
“extremist” views.

The “Trojan Horse” scandal of 
2014—based on a hoax letter—
claimed there was a Muslim 
extremist plot to take over a 
Birmingham school.

Part of the claims— that were 
wholly false—said there was 
“extremist” material in the school. 

The new government guidance 
could be used to set up another 
such attack.

Across the world 
ordinary people 
are denied access 
to  healthcare

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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Covid-19 is creating 
new political divides
“THIS WEEK feels a bit like mid-March in slow motion,” 
tweeted the epidemiologist Adam Kucharski the other 
day. As the infection numbers shoot up and Covid-19 
spreads across student halls, you know what he means.

The realisation is sinking home that Covid-19 can’t be 
“wrestled to the ground” in a few months, to use Boris 
Johnson’s infantile metaphor. Nothing since the Second 
World War has so seriously disrupted the global economy and 
societies everywhere.

Of course, the pandemic doesn’t wreak the physical 
destruction that the war did. Nor is it likely to lead to such a 
high body count. 

But the virus is going to be with us for years, particularly if, 
as one study suggests, it’s mutating its way around  
counter-measures. 

Moreover, the disruption it is causing will be more than a 
short-lived economic depression. Particularly if vaccines don’t 
give full or lasting immunity, societies are going to have make 
long-term adjustments, with major economic consequences, 
positive and negative.

Johnson’s awe-inspiring bungling is making all this very 
visible in Britain. But we see it elsewhere as well. Infections 
soared in the Spanish state and France earlier and higher than 
they did in Britain. Meanwhile, Covid-19 is entrenched in large 
parts of Latin America and the US.

More and more this reality is reshaping politics. It started 
with the Black Lives Matter movement in the US. The protests 
were a response to police killings of black people, but the 
pandemic’s unequal impact pervaded them. 

According to a recent study, the age-adjusted mortality 
rate from Covid-19 for black people is 3.4 times that for white 
people.

But now we’re seeing increasingly strong resistance to the 
lockdowns from the right. 

Encouraged by Donald Trump, the far right is using 
conspiracy theories and appeals to individual freedom to 
mobilise in Germany, Britain and the US.

But opposition to more restrictions is growing also on the 
centre-right. 

Marseille in France has been hard hit by the new spike in 
infections. But an order by the French government to close 
bars and restaurants was denounced by local politicians and 
brought landlords and restaurateurs onto the streets.

Even more serious is the situation in Madrid, where the 
infection rate is running at 722 per 100,000 inhabitants. 

The regional government, headed by the conservative 
People’s Party, has rejected a central government call to 
impose restrictions on movements between neighbourhoods.

Hasty
The surge in infections throughout Europe is caused by the 
hasty moves to relax lockdowns during the summer. 

The same is true in Britain of course. Johnson has his own 
problems with regional governments in Scotland, Wales, and 
the north of Ireland. But with an 80-seat majority in the House 
of Commons he should have a free hand in England. In fact 
he’s caught in a vice. 

The scientific advice is that the restrictions he announced 
last week are nowhere near enough to halt and begin to 
reverse the rise in infections. 

His own MPs are getting increasingly restive about the 
Johnson omnishambles. “Every week is an ordeal,” a Tory MP 
told the Financial Times newspaper.

Sir Graham Brady, chair of the backbench 1922 Committee, 
told the Spectator magazine that he “now has the numbers to 
defeat the government on his amendment forcing ministers 
to give parliament a vote every six months approving the 
government’s far-reaching coronavirus powers”.

Characteristically, Johnson is responding by ducking and 
diving. Hence his ridiculous suggestion last week that Britain 
has a higher infection rate than Italy or Germany because “our 
country is a freedom-loving country”. 

This earned him this putdown from the Italian president, 
“We Italians also love freedom, but we also care about 
seriousness.”

Johnson was playing to the Tory gallery. But there’s more 
trouble ahead, with not just the pandemic but the post-Brexit 
trade deal. Covid-19 is a hurricane that is destroying not just 
lives but political careers.

The jobs retention scheme is 
full of bad news for workers
by JOSEPH CHOONARA and  
TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS 

THE NEW jobs scheme 
announced by chancel-
lor Rishi Sunak last week 
reflects growing panic 
over the coming end of 
the furlough scheme on 31 
October.

But it will not prevent 
surging unemployment in 
Britain or offer workers the 
protection they need.

His Winter Economic Plan 
provides “bounce back loans” 
and defers VAT taxes for some 
businesses. It still leaves mil-
lions of workers facing the 
prospect of unemployment.

The new jobs scheme, set 
to run until the end of next 
April, offers limited state 
support for companies that 
decide to keep employees on 
reduced hours. 

That’s provided they work 
at least a third of their normal 
working hours.

For instance, if an employer 
cuts a worker’s hours to  
33 percent of the normal 
total, the state will pay  
22 percent of their wages. 
The employer will  pay  
55 percent.

So the worker will receive 
a total of 77 percent of their 
normal wage. The govern-
ment payments are capped, 
so workers earning a salary of 
over about £38,000 will see a 
bigger reduction.

Furlough
The announcement comes too 
late for thousands of workers 
already handed a redundancy 
notice ahead of the end of 
furlough. They are explicitly 
excluded from the scheme. 

It will also be of little solace 
to the thousands of workers 
currently being “fired and 
rehired” on worse terms.

There is also huge poten-
tial for abuse. Even under 
the furlough scheme, an 
estimated 63 percent of fur-
loughed employees worked 

illegally in April and May. A 
third of them say they were 
made to by their bosses.

How confident will work-
ers be to resist such demands 
when their job seems to hang 
by a thread?

Not all companies are eli-
gible for the scheme—and 
those that are might not be 
so keen to adopt it as it may 
prove more expensive than 
sacking people.

For instance, if a firm 
employs three workers on 
£1,500 a month, it can 
reduce its monthly pay bill 
from £4,500 to £1,500 by 
sacking two.

Or if workers don’t have 
set hours, it could cut all 
workers’ hours by two-thirds 
and achieve the same result 
for the same cost. 

If the firm chose to use 
Sunak’s scheme, it would cost 
£2,475 a month to retain all 
three workers on a third of 
their usual hours.

Many companies are eager 
to reduce their overheads and 
they can be fairly confident 

about picking up new 
employees if they survive the 
current crisis.

This includes much of the 
retail and food services sec-
tors—the two sectors that 
have claimed most from the 
furlough scheme since spring.

Disproportionate numbers 
in these sectors have worked 
less than two years for their 
employer, so they do not 
even qualify for redundancy 
payments.

This will even more so 
apply to younger workers, 
who are by far the most likely 
to have been furloughed.

So only a minority of those 
still furloughed—maybe as 
much as 12 percent of the 
workforce—will be protected 
by this new scheme. 

The new scheme will be 
far cheaper for the govern-
ment, costing about a quar-
ter of expenditure on the fur-
lough scheme. The side effect 
is that it will allow businesses 
hardest hit by the pandemic 
to collapse.

Up until now, furlough has 
covered up an emerging jobs 
crisis. The lack of an adequate 
replacement for furlough 
means we will see surging 
unemployment this autumn. 

At least some in the ruling 
class would like to take the 
opportunity for a wave of 
restructuring.

The  u l t ra -neo l ibera l 
Economist magazine argued 
this week that government 
aid “has become a threat to 
dynamism”.

“The market should be 
allowed to play its proper 
role of determining winners 
and losers,” it said. Sunak is 
not ready to let the market rip 

in this way. But he is changing 
the level of state support. 

None of this is a solution 
for workers. What are people 
supposed to do when there 
is one job vacancy for every 
ten workers currently on 
furlough? 

Why should workers lose 
out because they suffer the 
misfortune of being employed 
by “unviable” firms? And why 
should “viability” be synony-
mous with profitability?

Leaders
The leaders of the trade 
unions and Labour Party 
seem to accept Sunak’s logic.

Ahead of his speech to par-
liament, Sunak stood for pho-
tographs outside Number 11 
Downing Street. 

He was flanked by TUC 
union federation leader 
Frances O’Grady and Carolyn 
Fairbairn, head of the CBI 
bosses’ organisation.

Unions hope that “social 
partnership” with ministers 
and bosses will save jobs. 

But only a fight will stop 
the Tories and bosses making 
working class people pay.

S h a d o w  c h a n c e l l o r 
Anneliese Dodds claimed that 
Sunak was stealing her idea, 
“I’ve called for the introduc-
tion of targeted wage support 
40 times,” she said.

Neither showed any inter-
est in supporting workers 
who want to fight for a better 
future than mass unemploy-
ment, poverty pay and unsafe 
working conditions.

FOOD, RETAIL and hospitality workers are among those at greatest risk

ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

More online
Longer version at 
bit.ly/JobsSchemeFrances O’Grady, Rishi Sunak and CBI director Carolyn Fairbairn
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 People Before Profit launch  
 emergency jobs programme 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

LABOUR MPS, trade unionists, 
campaigners and socialists 
have joined forces to call for a 
“fightback across workplaces 
and communities to demand 
ordinary people won’t pay for 
the crisis”.

The People Before Profit group 
launched its emergency programme 
for jobs, services and safety on 
Tuesday. 

Left wing Labour MPs John 
McDonnell, Bell Ribeiro-Addy and 
Nadia Whittome were set to be 
among the speakers calling for no 
return to business as usual. 

Jane Loftus, president of the 
CWU post and telecoms union, is 
one of the trade unionists backing 
the group. “We know that workers 
will pay the price of Covid-19, not 
just with their lives but with their 
future,” she told Socialist Worker.

“Big business wants to make sure 
they don’t pay the cost, and come 
after our pay and conditions. 

“It becomes bitterly important 
that we stand up to be counted—and 
we’ve got a programme of action we 
can unite around.”

Millions of people face mass 
unemployment as Tory chancellor 
Rishi Sunak prepares to axe the fur-
lough scheme at the end of October. 
His new job support scheme, 
announced in the Winter Economic 
Plan, will not stop bosses laying off 
workers. 

Furlough
The emergency programme 
demands the furlough scheme 
“must be kept for at least the next 12 
months” to stop mass redundancies.

Firms making profits “must be 
barred from making mass redun-
dancies and shareholder dividend 
payments should be frozen”.

It also demands “an immediate 
programme of green investment” 
to “end dependency on fossil fuels 

and provide a million climate jobs”. 
Ian Hodson is president of the 

Bfawu food workers’ union. He 
told Socialist Worker, “Relying on 
people spending in bars and res-
taurants shouldn’t be an economic 
model. 

“There’s loads of stuff that needs 
fixing, such as housing to deal with 
the pandemic of homelessness.

“We need to have a long-term 
plan for real jobs and put forward 
the argument about what society 
could look like.” 

It will take strikes, protests and 

other action to win the demands. 
Supporters of the programme 

“will support any group of workers 
that strikes or occupies their 
workplace to defend jobs”. 

Jane said, “All this means we 
have to confront the government. 

“The Labour leadership hasn’t 
gone far enough on anything and 
it isn’t a focal point for people 
angry at the shambles of the Tory 
government.” 

“We have to organise because 
we cannot allow them to get away 
with it”. 

PEOPLE BEFORE Profit activists campaigning over pay in the health service

End privatisation and outsourcing scams
THE TORIES have used the 
coronavirus crisis to push 
through more privatisation.

Rather than fund a 
functioning test and trace 
system, they’ve handed over 
hundreds of millions of pounds 
to outsourcers such as Serco.

The emergency programme 
calls for an end to outsourcing 
“across the health service, civil 
service, local government and 
elsewhere”. 

“Services like Royal Mail, 
rail, energy and water must 

be brought back into public 
ownership,” it says. 

CWU union president Jane 
Loftus says, “Infrastructure is 
everything we need in society 
whether it’s rail or mail.

“During the Covid-19 crisis 
people really valued someone 
coming up to their doorstep 
with a parcel. 

“We should be looking to 
bring it into public ownership, 
deliveries across the week and 
good terms and conditions. 
There will be an expansion in 

parcels and this should be for 
the benefit of the community 
not for profit-making.” 

The programme also says we 
need to re-purpose 
“industries like 
aviation, car 
production 
and 
engineering 
to urgently 
address the 
climate 
crisis”.

 A better benefits system...
PEOPLE BEFORE Profit’s 
programme calls for “a welfare 
system that provides real social 
security and dignity”. 

It demands the scrapping 
of Universal Credit and benefit 
regime, a “massive increase” in 
benefit payments and continuing 
the evictions ban.

Paula Peters of Disabled People 
Against Cuts was a speaker at the 
launch on Tuesday. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“We know that it’s been disabled 
people and the poorest in society 
who have borne the brunt of 
austerity measures.

“Rishi Sunak has already hinted 
at benefit freezes and Boris 
Johnson has announced plans 
for cuts in every single Whitehall 
department.

“If he brings in the benefits 
freezes, you will see a higher 
number of evictions and a higher 
number of people requiring food 
banks. 

“We will see an awful lot more 
people die.” 

Alongside higher benefits, the 
programme calls for a living wage 
of “at least £15 per hour” that 
“covers those working in the ‘gig 
economy’”.

 ...and tax the rich now
THE CORONAVIRUS crisis has 
shown there is plenty of money 
in society when it’s needed to 
bail out the bosses’ system. 

In Britain, the richest 
1,000 individuals and families 
have a combined wealth 
of almost £750 billion. 

That could be used to make 
sure working class people have 
proper pay, jobs and services. 

But that would require 

“a massive transfer of 
resources from the rich”. 

The programme says, 
“The top rate of income tax 
was 83 percent until 1980—
this should be reinstated. 

“An immediate wealth 
tax should be imposed on 
all those with wealth of 
£1 million and over.” 

This should be just the 
start of squeezing the rich.Jane Loftus
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Anger in the 
streets as 
killer cops 
in US let off
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

U S  B L AC K  L i ve s  M a t t e r 
 protesters continue to take to the 
streets over the decision not to 
charge the cops with the murder 
of Breonna Taylor. 

Taylor’s mother, Tamika Palmer, 
joined angry protesters who gath-
ered in Louisville, Kentucky, last 
Friday. She said she was “pissed, 
upset, hurt” over state attor-
ney general Daniel Cameron’s 
announcement. 

And protesters in the city defied a 
9pm curfew and set fire to cars and 
broke windows last Saturday night. 

The police arrested up to 28 
people. 

“It feels like we went backward,” 
said Amber Brown who has been 
central to the protests in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

“I think people are still in shock 
and we’re not sure how to move 
forward.

“Since when does protest have a 
curfew? Since when does freedom 
and civil rights have a curfew?”

Police entered Taylor’s home 
unannounced and shot her in 
March. 

The court decided to charge Brett 
Hankison, one of the three police 
officers involved in her killing, only 
with “wanton endangerment”.

Dismissed
All three officers who were involved 
in Taylor’s killing were  dismissed 
from the police force. 

In his dismissal letter, it said 
that Hankison showed “an extreme 
indifference to the value of human 
life”. 

The court ruling has caused 
 outrage across the US. 

In New York, hundreds of  
protesters blocked the traffic on the 
Brooklyn Bridge last Saturday.

Protesters chanted, “These are our 
demands that must be met,” and, 
“Until they are met there will be no 
peace. 

“No justice, no peace.”
Protester Sophie Michel had been 

“out here since June almost every 
day on the streets marching for 
my black life to show people that 
I matter. It could be me, it could 
be him, it could be him, it could be 
any black face that you see in this 
crowd,” she said. 

In Oakland, California, up to 250 

people gathered and clashed with 
police, forcing the city centre to be 
closed. 

Hundreds of people marched 
through the streets in Boston, 
first gathering in Nubian Square 
and then marching to the police 
precinct. 

Protesters gathered in the South 
side neighbourhood of South Shore 
in Chicago and marched off to the 
nearest police station. 

In Philadelphia, a crowd that was 
mostly led by students held a vigil to 
commemorate Taylor.  

And over 200 people gathered for 
a march in Baltimore last Saturday. 

Palmer said that “at this point, 
it’s bigger than Breonna, it’s bigger 
than just black lives.” 

Trump continues with his  
attacks. 

He has nominated right winger 
Amy Coney Barrett for the Supreme 
Court in an effort to lock in his 
racist and sexist politics  whatever 
happens in the November election.

More resistance on the streets is 
critical.

On other pages...
How Trump and privatised health 
care left US exposed >>Page 17 

EGYPT

 Protests demand dictator’s downfall
PROTESTS TOOK place in 
cities, towns and villages across 
Egypt last week, calling for the 
downfall of dictator Abdel Fatah 
el-Sisi.

Hundreds of people joined 
the small-scale, but rare and 
significant, protests throughout 
the week. They chanted, “Say 
it out loud and don’t be scared, 
el-Sisi has got to go.”

Police killed one protester, 25 
year old Sami Wagdy Bashir, in a 
crackdown on Friday. Hundreds 
of others have been arrested.

The protests were sparked 
by an order by Sisi to demolish 
what he called “illegal 
construction” across the country. 

The order affects buildings 
in some of Egypt’s poorest 
neighbourhoods.

Sisi threatened to send the 
army to areas where authorities 
failed to carry out demolitions.

Though small, the protests 
are significant in a country 
where people face harsh 
punishment for “unauthorised” 
protests.

Sisi took over after he and 
the army removed the elected 
president Mohammed Morsi in 
2013. 

He oversaw severe repression 
in order to crush a revolutionary 
movement that began in 2011 
and toppled former dictator 
Hosni Mubarak.

He has also implemented 
harsh austerity as part of 
a loan agreement with the 
International Monetary Fund in 
2016.

A BLACK Lives Matter protest in Louisville, the town where Breonna Taylor was killed by police

Abdel Fatah el-Sisi 

ENVIRONMENT

Students stage worldwide climate strikes
STUDENTS organised 
strikes and protests on a 
global day of action for 
the climate last week.

The Fridays For Future 
group, which is headed 
by school strike leader 
Greta Thunberg, said 
action was organised in 
3,500 locations across 
the world. 

It marked a year since 
the historic week of 
climate action in 2019, 
where an estimated 

7.5 million people 
marched worldwide. 

But Covid-19 
restrictions meant a lot 
of events were hosted 
online, and protests 
were smaller and 
socially-distanced. 

Marches were held in 
South Africa, Germany, 
India, the Philippines, 
Bangladesh and scores 
of other locations.

“Countries like India 
are already experiencing 

a climate crisis,” said 
activist Disha A Ravi. 

“We are not just 
fighting for our future, 
we are fighting for our 
present. We, the people 
from the most affected, 
are going to change the 
conversation in climate 
negotiations.

“And lead a just 
recovering plan that 
benefits people and 
not the pockets of our 
government.”Greta ThunbergBreonna Taylor
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Failure firms 
should pay up
PRIVATE companies 
should be ashamed over 
the test and trace fiasco.

But the Tories still 
believe in outsourcing 
important jobs like 
testing for the virus. 

It will not matter how 
much evidence there is 
to show that this doesn’t 
work.

Linda Harbold
Sheffield

lSO CAN we have our 
money back from all the 
Tory donor scammers 
who failed to provide 
what they promised?

Jill Chapman
On Facebook

lTHEY WILL tell us it’s 
not economical—it will 
cost more to claim back.

Strange they never 
say that to people 
on Pip benefits, they 
chase them to death for 
tuppence!

Lyn Hurst
On Facebook

Flu jab crisis 
is a disgrace
CORONAVIRUS tests 
aren’t the only thing we 
don’t have enough of.

Britain is also 
struggling to keep up 
with demand for flu jabs.

These are basics and 
it’s a disgrace that the 
government still can’t 
manage to provide them.

Will Peace
Birmingham

Starmer is a 
copy of Blair
KIER Starmers’ behaviour 
is one of a self-serving 
Tory (Sacking of MPs 
shows Keir Starmer is 
looking to bury anti-war 
politics, Socialist Worker 
online, 24 September).

He’s a Tony Blair copy. 
He says one thing and 
does another. He can’t be 
trusted.

How can a government 
or party say it believes in 
democracy when it wants 
to protect war criminals? 

Disgusting.
Tom Griffiths
On Facebook

lJOINED TO support 
Jeremy Corbyn. Left 
when Starmer took over.

Kas Pitt-Simkus
On Facebook

lI KNEW this was on the 
cards when Corbyn lost. 
Labour is over.

Caroline Anderson
On Facebook

lI’M OUT of the party.
Katie Todd

On Facebook

Tory move on the law shows  
battle is on for trans rights
WHEN IT was announced that the 
Tories would not reform the 
Gender Recognition Act (GRA) it 
felt like just another strike in the 
assault against trans people. 

For years the government and 
press have been ruthlessly 
demonising trans people.

However the anti-trans message 
has not had complete sway. 

Numerous surveys and studies 
show that the majority of people 
are against transphobia.

And even the LGBT+ 
Conservatives group released a 
statement expressing frustration at 
how little has been offered and 
how much left out.

Yes, the government did say that 
it would cut the cost of the current 
method of gaining a GRC (gender 

recognition certificate). And yes, it 
did announce that three new 
gender clinics would open.

But neither of these are really 
victories. In the initial consultation 
only a third of people said that 
cost was the main barrier to 
gaining a GRC.

And these apparently “new 
clinics” are actually three pilot 
schemes that were announced 
earlier this year and have been 
running all summer.

However, I think it would be 
foolish to take this as anything but 
a response to the recent surge in 
political action around trans 
rights. People have been taking to 
the streets in no small numbers 
and showing that not only are we 
not alone but that we will not be 

silenced. But it does show that we 
are in the middle of this fight, not 
the end of it. 

We must continue with all the 
momentum we can gather against 
what, in reality, is a very weak and 
divided government. 

And lastly, it is not “women’s 
groups” that are opposing these 
reforms. It is transphobic 
hatemongers using women as a 
smokescreen for their bigotry. 

There is no dichotomy between 
trans people and cis women. 

We are all marginalised and will 
always have far more in common 
than what divides us. Only by 
standing together can we achieve 
equal rights and freedoms.

Pat Clinton
Manchester

 QPR knee  
 move is a  
 step back
TAKING THE knee before 
sporting events has become 
a globalised symbol of 
fighting racism, particularly 
following the death of 
George Floyd. 

Queens Park Rangers 
(QPR)’s decision not to take 
the knee earlier this month 
came as a shock as the club 
has an excellent record of 
combating racism. 

It employs more BAME 
individuals in senior roles 
than almost any other club.  

The club has done great 
work around Grenfell, 
refugees, food banks and 
naming the stadium after a 
murdered 15 year old black 
boy as opposed to taking 
corporate sponsorship. 

Les Ferdinand, 
outspoken on racism as a 
player and in his role as the 
only black director of 
football, subsequently 
explained the decision. 

He said, “The message 
has been lost. Taking the 
knee will not bring about 
change in the game—
actions will.”

Ferdinand’s desire for 
action not symbols may 
well be well intentioned, 
but it is a setback for the 
fight against racism. 

With all its limitations, 
taking the knee is a 
challenge to racism and 
raises awareness among 
fans. 

QPR should have put out 
a statement that they would 
continue to take the knee 
and called out the football 
authorities for their lack of 
action. 

Nothing has been gained 
by this decision other than 
giving others the excuse 
they have been looking for 
to discontinue this display 
of global solidarity. 

Peter Segal 
Hertfordshire

 Don’t forget the plight of prisoners
PEOPLE IN prisons are 
being overlooked while all 
attention is on coronavirus. 
But conditions are getting 
worse.

Last week, an inspection 
at HMP Erlestoke 
uncovered a “very 
troubling” situation.

The report said more 
staff were using force to get 
prisoners back into 
poor-quality cells.

Prisoners had been 
locked in these cells for 
most of the day for over 
five months. The inspection 
also found more prisoners 

self-harming since 
lockdown.

Chief inspector of prisons 
Peter Clarke said the 
prison’s response to 
Covid-19 had created a 

“less safe, less decent” 
prison.

A quarter of prisoners 
said they didn’t feel safe. 

Some didn’t have 
running water or toilets, 
while other toilets were 
blocked. There was also 
racist graffiti found.

A lot of suffering is going 
on under the radar at the 
moment.

Please don’t forget this 
hidden group of people 
who are in a way also 
victims of the virus.

Diane Ripon
Southampton

 Support miners’ fight  
 with a song for Skinner 
SINGER/songwriter Robb 
Johnson has written a song 
for ex-MP Dennis Skinner—
Tony Skinner’s Lad. 

It’s currently sitting at 
number 1 on Amazon 
download chart and has 
been pushed by Labour MPs 
Jeremy Corbyn, John 
McDonnell and Richard 
Burgon.

All proceeds are going to 
Orgreave Truth & Justice 
Campaign.  

Robb said, “I have always 
admired Dennis Skinner’s 

principled socialist 
approach to being an MP. 

“I have also always liked 
him as a human being—
he’s wickedly funny and he 
likes a good song too.”

The song can be 
downloaded from smarturl.
it/dennisskinner and the 
official video is at  
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4DGiZm8uuAI

Alison Carpenter on behalf of 
Robb Johnson

Irregular Records Media 
Department

Just a 
thought...

HMP Erlestoke
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 STUDENTS
 LOCKED-IN
   AS SYSTEM 
 PROFITS
Thousands of people are isolating in student 
accommodation after a spate of virus outbreaks at 
universities. Students told Sophie Squire that they are 
being left without support—and slammed the ‘entirely 
predictable’ crisis

U
NIVERSITY promises 
 students the chance to 
meet new people, explore 
a new campus and make 
the most of freshers’ 
week.

But for thousands attending this year, 
the reality will be very different. 

Universities are gambling with their 
students’ health as hundreds of Covid‑19 
cases hit campuses. The scale of the 
crisis is huge—and growing rapidly.

Already over a thousand students 
across Scotland have been advised to 
self‑isolate in their university accom‑
modation. And there were 87 confirmed 
virus cases at the University of Liverpool 
before term even began.

Jade is a first year at York St John 
University. They arrived at their 
 university accommodation just under 
two weeks ago.

Jade told Socialist Worker that they 
recently discovered that a housemate 
had been showing Covid‑19 symp‑
toms. All the residents of their flat 
went into isolation, in accordance with 
 government guidelines. 

But Jade said that the university 
hasn’t helped them at all. 

“We’ve been emailing the  university 
for help and advice in our isolation but 
so far we’ve got nothing back,” said 
Jade. “They aren’t even helping us with 
the stuff we need, like food.”

Jade added that students are 
 struggling to get hold of any Covid‑
19 tests, effectively leaving all of the 
 housemates in isolation limbo.  

“To add to this we’re getting an 

international student moving into 
our flat, where they have been told to 
 isolate,” Jade said. “But they’ll still have 
to share a kitchen with us. What is the 
sense in that? We are already isolating 
because someone has symptoms.

“Everything feels so unorganised 
and rushed without any proper safety 
measures.”

Jade is just one of thousands of 
 students—often living away from their 
parents for the first time—who have to 
isolate in university accommodation. 

The Tories had assured students that 
it would be safe to go to universities. 
They claimed it was “highly unlikely” 
that there would be any significant 
 outbreaks of Covid‑19 as a result. It took 
just days for their lies to fall apart.

A major outbreak at Glasgow 
 university had seen 172 students test 
positive by Thursday of last week. On 

Wednesday the figure was 124—and 
the university said the real number was 
likely to be “much higher”.

Over 600 students are now isolating 
in their accommodation.

And the university has warned 
that students found to be  breaking 
restrictions could risk losing their 
 accommodation or be suspended. 

Prepare
Grant is a second year archaeology and 
history student at Glasgow. He told 
 Socialist Worker that he’s disappointed 
with the  university’s response, but not 
 surprised. 

“There were 1,100 students at the 
freshers week,” he said. “What has 
happened was entirely foreseeable 
and avoidable. 

“The university had all summer 
to prepare for this. But they just didn’t.” 

Another Glasgow student told BBC 
News that people were mixing because 
they “weren’t going to stay in their 

kitchens and not do anything. I don’t 
think people were being too wildly 
un‑sensible,” they added. 

Laura is studying psychology and 
 neuroscience. She told Socialist Worker 
that the university had assured students 
that it was “safe to come”.

Accommodation
“I don’t think the university has the facil‑
ities to deal with hundreds of students 
isolating,” she said. “Some people have 
to share a kitchen between 12 people—
how can the university make it safe for 
them?”

Grant added, “Student  accommodation 
here should have never been opened up 
again.”

In Dundee over 500 students were 
told to isolate in their accommodation 
at Abertay University after one student 
tested positive for the virus. 

All were living in Parker House, a 
 private hall of residence owned by a firm 
called IQ student accommodation. Owen 

SCAPEGOATING
Student parties are not 
what’s spreading Covid-19 
STUDENTS who 
have been put at risk 
of contracting the 
virus are now being 
blamed for university 
outbreaks.

Newspapers have 
been full of lurid 
and sensationalised 
stories about students 
having parties at their 
homes.

Last week National 
Clinical Director 
of the Scottish 
government Jason 
Leitch told students 
that it was “absolutely 
imperative that you 
don’t have parties”.

Emily is a 
student living in 
halls of residence 
at the University of 
Plymouth. She said it 
isn’t right to blame 
student parties 
for the recent 
outbreaks. 

“At my university 
nothing has really 
been arranged for 
students to do in their 
first few weeks—not 
even any socially 
distanced events,” she 
said. “Unfortunately 
people are bored and 
isolated, and want to 
socialise.” 

Even with 
restrictions in place, 
putting hundreds of 
students who have 
travelled from different 
areas into cramped 
blocks of flats will 

inevitably lead to 
outbreaks. 

“Only a month ago 
the Tories were telling 
people that it was fine 
to go back to pubs, 
eat out and have fun,” 
said Emily.

“After that they 
blamed young people 
for a second wave. 
Now I bet they are 
going to blame 
students for doing 
exactly what they said 
it was alright to do.”

The blame for the 
outbreaks lies with 
universities that 
assured students that 
they would still be 
able to enjoy their 
university experience 
during a pandemic. 

And it also lies with 
the Tory government 
that told students it 
was safe to go in the 

first place. 

‘We need to relight resistance’
LECTURES ON Zoom will become all 
too familiar for students this year. 
The UCU education union has called 
for all lectures to be online, where 
possible.

UCU general secretary Jo Grady 
said that universities must “stop 
selling the lie to students that they 
can have a full university experience 
in the current crisis”.

But the union, and students, have 
also raised concerns about the lack of 
support for students to study at home.

Grant said that he’s worried about 
the impact the virus will have on his 
studies. 

“I can’t work at home,” he said. 
“I contacted my university multiple 
times to ask if there would be a safe 
and socially distanced place that I 
can work in. They’ve said there is. 
But I’m worried the whole campus 
will be shut soon.”

Grant said that students “didn’t 
sign up to do a year of online 
studies”. And many are angry 
at having to pay high fees for a 
different type of education.

But students shouldn’t pay fees 
at all—whether they are learning 
in physical lectures or online. And 
students should fight for quality 
education, however it is delivered.

For universities however, the 
priority is keeping the money 
rolling in. Lower enrolment among 
international students will cause the 
biggest loss to university profits this 
year, according to the Institute for 
Fiscal Studies.

But Laura, an EU national studying 
in Glasgow, thinks her university is 
doing all it can to avoid losing out.

“International students from 
inside the EU or otherwise have been 
told it’s safe to come back and that 
everything would be fine,” she said. 
“But it’s not safe.

“At the University of Glasgow 
students from outside Scotland are 
paying a lot more for tuition.

“Universities are run as a 
business—this is a perfect example 
of how businesses work. A second 
thought isn’t given to our safety or 
our education.”   

This crisis is exposing how 
universities put profit above the 
wellbeing and education of students. 
But students can fight back. 

Demands
The fight over climate change and 
the Black Lives Matter movement 
were led predominantly by young 
people. Students can use this same 
energy to organise on campus. 

Some have already started. 
A group of students at Glasgow 
university is calling for a rent strike 
to challenge university “negligence”. 
Others could follow.

Alex, a student at Lancaster, 
said, “We need to relight a fire of 
resistance among students that we 
saw before the summer. There are 
students who are angry about this 
situation. It’s our job as socialists to 
try to bring them together.”

And Grant said students must stand 
in solidarity with university staff 
against the coming jobs onslaught.

“The worry is that the pandemic 
will be used as an excuse to cut staff,” 
he explained. “We must be prepared 
to come out to show solidarity.”

There were 1,100 
students at 
Glasgow’s freshers’ 
week. This crisis 
was entirely 
foreseeable

‘‘ 

NOT A mask in sight. Adverts, such as the one above, are generated by private
companies desperate to cash-in on the new academic year

Real Glasgow University
students are wearing masks

Wright, former student union president 
of the university, told Socialist Worker 
about his worries about those isolating 
in Parker House. 

“The university will be doing their 
best to support students, no doubt,” he 
said. “The worry is that, from experi‑
ence, privately‑owned student halls tend 
to be quite cramped, especially those on 
the cheaper side.”

Owen said this “is not good for mental 
or physical health over long periods”.

“There’s this philosophy of packing as 
many people together as possible for a 
profit, which can lead to  outbreaks,” he 
added. 

“The issue of crammed, expen‑
sive accommodation feels like a prob‑
lem with the student accommodation 
 industry as a whole.”

Coronavirus outbreaks at English 
 universities have so far received less 
attention than those in Scotland. Many 
universities seem to be in the dark about 
the numbers testing positive for the virus 
—and this is causing increased anxiety.

One worried mother of a student 
wrote to the University of Leeds to say 
that her daughter knew 38 people who 
had tested positive for the virus. 

A spokesman for the university said, 
“Since the start of September the univer‑
sity has been made aware of six positive 
tests for Covid‑19 among our students 
and staff.

“We are not currently aware of any 
others.”

But as more students start the 
 academic year, the prospect of more 
 outbreaks seems sadly inevitable.

Students at Glasgow 
University’s Cairncross 
halls of residence 
are among hundreds 
self-isolating across 
Scotland

HALLS
Accommodation is 
a rent racket
THE OUTBREAKS in university 
halls of residence could have been 
avoided if they hadn’t been open in 
the first place. 

But there is big money to be 
made in student accommodation. 
The purpose-built student 
accommodation industry in Britain 
was estimated to be worth over £50 
billion last year. And on average 
students pay £126 a week in rent. 

This year some university 
accommodation providers even 
opened their doors early. 

And it’s not only private 
companies that make big money 
from students. According to the 
government, 20 percent of students 
live in accommodation owned by 
their universities. 

A pandemic won’t get in the way 
of business and universities trying to 
grab cash from students—no matter 
the cost. 

JO GRADY of the UCU 
union says all teaching 
should be online, not 
face to face
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
ONLINE MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BIRMINGHAM
A socialist response to the 
housing crisis 
Wed 7 Oct, 7pm
281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY
Toussaint L’ouverture and 
the overthrow of slavery
Wed 14 Oct, 7.30pm
352-891-2411
BOLTON AND WIGAN
Is science neutral?
Thu 8 Oct, 6.30pm
872-5136-9540
BRADFORD
The revolutionary legacy 
of Mary Wollstonecraft
Thu 8 Oct, 7pm
885 9187 7552
BRIGHTON AND HOVE
Uprising in Belarus—
can workers win?
Thu 8 Oct, 6pm
818-1857-1448

BRISTOL
Why are the police so racist?
Thu 8 Oct, 7.30pm
688-397-3148
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Is the British state 
breaking up?
Wed 7 Oct, 7.30pm
446-409-5118
CAMBRIDGE
Why you should be a socialist
Thu 8 Oct, 
7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
Lenin at 150—why his 
ideas still matter
Wed 7 Oct, 
7.30pm
630-181-4857
CHESTERFIELD
Martin Luther King—
Civil Rights, BLM and the 
fight against racism
Thu 8 Oct, 
6.30pm
829-532-8731
COLCHESTER
The politics of food
Thu 29 Oct, 7pm
872-3074-2363

COVENTRY
Where does racism 
come from?
Wed 7 Oct,
7.30pm
823-945-1917
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
Climate & ecological 
crisis—why we need 
radical system change
Wed 7 Oct, 
7.30pm
894 2628 7708
DEVON & DORSET 
US election—Democrats, 
Trump and the working class
Wed 7 Oct, 
7pm
865-2972-2883 
EAST MIDLANDS
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond?
Wed 7 Oct, 
7pm
354-874-4790
EDINBURGH
What is institutional racism?
Wed 7 Oct, 
7.30pm
431-459-112

HARLOW
Transgender resistance, 
socialism and the fight 
for trans liberation
Thu 8 Oct, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HUDDERSFIELD
Uprising in Belarus—
can workers win?
Thu 8 Oct, 7pm
290-168-1804
KENT
Tear down the borders—
refugees welcome
Thu 8 Oct, 8.15pm
434-623-8064
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Music, poetry and resistance
Thu 8 Oct, 6.30pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS
Transport and climate 
catastrophe—is there 
an alternative?
Thu 8 Oct, 7pm
935-5290-8076
LIVERPOOL
 The revolutionary 
legacy of Malcolm X
Wed 7 Oct, 7pm
493-925-5919

LONDON – HACKNEY
Uprising in Belarus—
can workers win?
Thu 8 Oct, 
7.30pm
798-534-2585
LONDON – HARINGEY
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond?
Wed 7 Oct, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON – ISLINGTON
Transgender resistance, 
socialism and the 
fight for liberation
Thu 8 Oct, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON - WALTHAM FOREST
Uprising in Belarus—
can workers win?
Wed 7 Oct, 
7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON - WEST AND NW
What is cultural 
appropriation?
Thu 8 Oct, 
6pm
731-479-3555

MANCHESTER
How the Black Panthers 
fought the state
Wed 7 Oct, 
7.15pm
323-178-7151
NEWCASTLE
Sex and sexuality in the 
era of Love Island
Wed 7 Oct, 7pm
368-595-2712
NORWICH
Who controls social 
media—how can we 
make it work for us?
Wed 7 Oct, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299
OXFORD
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond?
Thu 8 Oct, 7pm
828 0689 5374
PORTSMOUTH
Poetry, music and resistance
Wed 7 Oct, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809 
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Anger to revolution—what 
makes people rise up?
Thu 8 Oct, 7pm
529-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond?
Wed 7 Oct, 
7.30pm
381-513-5080
SWANSEA AND WEST WALES
Uprising in Belarus—
can workers win?
Thu 8 Oct, 7pm
902-964-963
WOLVERHAMPTON & WALSALL
Starmer,  ‘progressive 
patriotism’ and the 
poisonous legacy of empire
Wed 7 Oct, 7.30pm
352-891-2411
YORK AND SCARBOROUGH
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Wed 7 Oct, 7.30pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for 
your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

LEEDS 
AND WEST 
YORKSHIRE 
Thu 15 Oct, 7pm
935-5290-8076

LONDON: 
SOUTH AND 
SOUTH EAST
Wed 7 Oct, 7pm
497-196-1801

MIDLANDS
Wed 21 Oct, 
7.30pm
882-5465-0790

NORTH 
WEST 
Wed 21 Oct,
7pm
323-178-7151

WALES  
Thu 15 Oct,  
7pm
902-964-963

From Black Lives Matter to liberation...

How the fight against 
racism can win

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to Engels 
by Camilla Royle 
£4

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Hegel and Revolution
by Terry Sullivan and 
Donny Gluckstein, £7
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Grim reality of a killer shown in all its banal horror
TELEVISION
DES
Available to watch on ITVHub

A MINI-SERIES about a 
brutal serial killer might 
not sound very appealing. 
But ITV’s Des, about killer 
Dennis Nilsen, is very 
watchable.

One of the main 
reasons is the acting. 
David Tennant is brilliant 
as Nilsen, creating an 
unsettling, disturbing 
character.

Daniel Mays plays 
detective chief inspector 

Peter Jay and Jason 
Watkins is author Brian 
Masters, who is trying to 
write a biography of the 
killer.

The start of the first 
episode places it firmly 
in the 1980s and sets 
the context. There’s an 
eerie voiceover from 
Margaret Thatcher, and 
news reports of rising 
unemployment and 
homelessness.

The series points to the 
fact that Nilsen’s victims 
were vulnerable, often 
homeless, men. Some 
were gay, as was Nilsen.

It could have made more 
of how many of Nilsen’s 
victims had become so 
vulnerable. Its portrayal of 
how the cops deal with the 
crimes is perhaps at times 
a little rose-tinted.

And the homophobia of 
the time is largely glossed 
over. Having said that, the 
series does get across just 
how bleak and hopeless 
life felt for many people at 
the time.

Some bits might come 
across a little dull, such as 
the later court scenes. But 
for me, this just added to 
the feeling that the series 

tried to show things as 
they were, without added 
drama.

Nilsen killed at least 
12 men in London during 
the 1970s and 1980s. He 
butchered his victims and 
boiled some body parts 
in an attempt to make it 
easier to dispose of them.

It would be easy to 
make a programme that 
exploits the gruesome 
nature of the killings, but 
Des doesn’t do that. The 
ordinariness and banality 
of Tennant’s character may 
in fact be more terrifying.
Sadie Robinson

The graphic designer who 
printed his mark on the left
Yuri Prasad rates a new compilation of David King’s work which shows how 
he influenced the revolutionary left—and the commercial world beyond it
DAVID KING, the designer, pho-
tographer and researcher, gave 
the British radical left its graphical 
language.

His style mixed bold sans serif 
headlines, with blocks of red placed 
at angles, and super tight picture 
cropping. It became a defining fea-
ture of many publications and posters 
in the era that followed the revolu-
tionary year of 1968. 

In the mainstream too, King’s style 
felt new and fresh, especially when 
he was working for the Sunday Times 
magazine during its ten-year heyday 
from the mid-1960s.

His juxtapositions of oppressed 
and oppressors, and causes and con-
sequences, combined well with others 
with a similar inclination, including 
photographer Don McCullen and 
writer Francis Wyndam. 

It apparently played less well with 
the magazine’s marketing depart-
ment who wanted something easier 
on the eyes.

Perhaps that’s why King’s work 
really came into its own in the ser-
vice of the revolutionary left.

Arrow
He designed the red arrow logo of the 
Anti Nazi League that speared the far 
right and the carnival posters of Rock 
Against Racism. 

He produced brilliantly dynamic 
graphics for the anti-apartheid 
movement.

Part of his skill was to under-
stand what the left needed by virtue 
of being part of its extended family. 
Anti-racism and revolution were 
hardwired into him.

He also knew that his posters 
would be printed on low tech, older 
machines. So he devised work that 
stretched our printers to the limit, 

but not beyond them. He often used 
coarse printing screens so that images 
were rendered in large dots. And he 
combined black and red inks to col-
ourise images and give them depth.

In his design work, King freely 
acknowledged his debt to the Russian 

Constructivist School that emerged 
from the 1917 revolution. It was fas-
cination with the revolution—and of 
its hero, Trotsky—that drove him on.

King and Wyndam produced the 
first pictorial biography of Trotsky 
in 1972. It charted him from a child 

thorough the years of repression in 
pre-revolutionary Russia, to his life 
as head of the Red Army, and finally 
into exile.

Many of the images had never 
been seen before, and curated this 
way, were a challenge to then the 
still-dominant Stalinism on the left.

He collected thousands of pho-
tographs and paintings from Russia 
in the 1920s and 30s and compiled 
them into indispensable books of 
documentary. 

His book The Commissar Vanishes 
is a forensic demolition of Stalin’s 
attempt to air-brush out leading 
Bolsheviks from the revolution’s pic-
torial history.

Doctored
King places original and doctored 
images side by side and recounts in 
terrible detail the comrade’s fate.

Later books explored the art of the 
revolution and led to major exhibi-
tions at Tate Modern.

At the opening of one that I was at, 
he told the audience that he needed 
to be careful of what he said because 
“the boss is watching”.

He then pointed to a 1923 por-
trait of Trotsky by Sergei Pichugin 
that for generations had laid hidden 
from Stalin deep in the walls of the 
artist’s house.

This new book is a vital addition 
to the King collection, assembling for 
the first time work from across his 
fields. It is a link, through the artist 
and archivist, to a history that contin-
ues to inspire today.

David King: Designer, Activist, Visual 
Historian by Rick Poynor. Published by 
Yale University Press, £30. Available 
from bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
Read a Socialist Worker interview with 
David King at bit.ly/DavidKingInterview

ONE OF David King’s anti-apartheid posters

David Tennant as Des Nilsen

FILM 
FIRST MAN 
Available now on Netflix

FILMS ABOUT real life 
space travel are a genre 
with well-established 
conventions. First Man—
first released in 2018 
and now in Netflix—is 
refreshingly unafraid to 
break them.

This is more a film of 
cramped cockpits, loud and 
confusing with the scream 
of hot metal and the 
bleeping of alarms. 

It’s intensely 
claustrophobic.

This is a film about 
humans, not science.

At its core is Armstrong’s 
struggle to grieve for 
the daughter he lost to 
cancer. He shuts himself 
off from his family, adding 
to the strain caused by his 
repeated absences and 
brushes with death.

Claire Foy is impressive 
as Jean Armstrong, whose 
domestic labour fills the 
gap, and who angrily 
confronts her husband and 
his Nasa bosses.

The tension in their 
marriage acts as a 
microcosm of the debate 
around the space race.

Is it, as Jean snaps, just 
“a bunch of boys making 
models out of balsa wood”? 
Or is it, as Ed White played 
by Jason Clarke gushes, 
a noble quest to “look 
out” and “expand our 
horizons”? 

The space programme 
wasn’t just a bunch of 
brilliant scientists and 
brave pilots. 

It was the US state, a 
superpower that was also 
busy grinding its own 
citizens down in poverty, 
segregation and setting 
Vietnam ablaze.

Sending Armstrong 
to the moon helped US 
imperialism pose as the 
representative of all 
humanity.

The film is as ambiguous 
as it can probably get away 
with, even controversially 
omitting Armstrong planting 
a US flag on the moon.

But however much it 
does to deconstruct a myth 
of US greatness, it does a 
bit more to revive it.
Dave Sewell
Full review from 2018 at bit.ly/
FirstManreview

Ryan Gosling as Armstrong
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industry. They’re the people 
who threatened economic ruin 
if a Corbyn-led government 
got elected, and mutiny and 
sabotage at the highest levels 
of the state.

Starmer’s job is to reassure 
them. It’s part of the reason 
why he punished Labour MPs 
last week for voting against a 
Tory bill that protects British 
soldiers from prosecutions for 
war crimes.

It’s why he’s sent his shadow 
chancellor Anneliese Dodds to 
“mend ties” with City bankers 
earlier this year. Dodds then 
returned to the language of 
“responsible” spending that 
previous Labour chancellors 
have used to justify austerity. 

And it’s why Starmer has 
supported every Tory effort 
to force people back to 
unsafe workplace during the 
coronavirus outbreak.

Starmer has to pretend that 
the needs of ordinary people 
should be united behind those 
at top in a shared “national 
interest”.

For now, he can claim his 
promises of big economic 
change—under the vacuous 
slogan, “jobs, jobs, jobs,”—is 
all part of that. 

But if, as the economic 
crisis triggered by coronavirus 
hits, bosses demand job losses 
and wage cuts, Starmer won’t 
hesitate to back them. In the 
national interest.

For the same reason, we can 
also expect more pandering to 
right wing politics from Starmer 
in the future. 

The supposed “progressive” 
elements of Labour’s patriot-
ism always give way to the 
 reactionary reality of what sup-
porting Britain actually means.

L
EFT WING ideas 
have to be tempered 
so as not to clash 
with the right. For 
instance, Starmer 
has stuck two fingers 

up at the Black Lives Matter 
movement and those at the 
most radical end of the fight 
against racism. 

He condemned protesters in 
Bristol for toppling the statue of 
slaver Edward Colston for doing 
it in the “wrong way.” 

When protesters turned 
their fire on institutional police 
racism, Starmer pledged his 
support for the cops.

Black Labour members are 
sidelined in the interests of 
picking up right wing votes.

Sooner or later, this will also 
mean adopting anti-migrant 

racism. Supporting jobs for 
British people and “British 
 communities” will mean  turning 
on migrant workers.

The last time Labour flirted 
with patriotism was with the 
Blue Labour project, briefly 
popular in the party in 2011. 

Blue Labour’s founder, 
Maurice Glasman, said Labour 
had to come “together to forge a 
common good in their commu-
nities, workplaces and across 
the nation”.

What he really meant was 
that Labour should support 
a “complete ban on immigra-
tion” and to bring the inter-
ests of racist English Defence 
League supporters “to the 
table”.

That was too much, even for 
some Labour MPs at the time. 
Now, under Keir Starmer, those 
ideas have been resurrected.

Starmer stuck the 
boot into Black 
Lives Matter 
protesters (top). 
Labour wants to 
appeal equally to 
those who want 
radical change, 
and those who 
don’t (above)

H
E BEGAN with 
a speech on 
loving Britain, 
“security” and 
family values. 
He followed it 

up by punishing MPs who 
voted against a bill that 
protects war criminals.

Keir Starmer has made a 
step change in his leadership 
of the Labour Party.

It’s no longer simply 
a b o u t  s h o w i n g  h o w 
respectable he can make 
Labour, how “forensic” he 
can be in parliament, how 
“responsible” he would be 
with the state. 

It’s about pandering to 
right wing politics on war, 
crime and immigration—and 
making the left fall into line 
behind a union jack.

Everything Starmer has 
done as leader has been to 
demonstrate a clear break 
from the leadership of Jeremy 
Corbyn. 

It started with proving to 
the state and to bosses that 
he was a safe pair of hands. 

Now Starmer wants to do 
the same for people he thinks 
would not vote for Labour 
because Corbyn was too left 
wing on “social issues”.

In June a grouping called 
Labour Together published 
a review of the 2019 general 
election that has been hailed 
as a “blueprint for Starmerism”.

Labour Together claims to be 
a loose coalition of people from 
“all wings of the party”. But 
most MPs listed as  supporters 
come from the right, with a 
smattering from the soft left.

One of its figureheads is 
MP Jon Cruddas. He was a big 
supporter of the Blue Labour 
 project that led Labour towards 
“patriotism” and tough  controls 
on immigration around a 
decade ago.

Labour Together believes a 
big problem is “cultural divides” 
in Britain. It says these are 
between those who are “socially 
liberal” and everyone else, 
who are “proud to be British” 
and want things like stringent 
 immigration controls.

Insists
The socially liberal, it insists, 
are the minority but are impor-
tant as Labour’s “core vote”, 
and the key is to bridge the gap.

The way to do this is with “a 
big change economic agenda 
that is seen as credible and 
morally essential”. But it has 
to be made to “sit alongside a 
robust story of community and 
national pride”.

People who agree with this 
have been elevated in Starmer’s 
Labour.

The party’s recently appointed 
general secretary David Evans 
was making this sort of argu-
ment as early as 2017. So was 
Starmer’s executive director of 
policy Claire Ainsley in 2018. 

Ainsley is credited with 
Starmer’s shift last week—
especially his appeal to “family” 
values—and will have a big 
hand in writing Labour’s elec-
tion manifestos.

Her big argument, in a book 
published in 2018, starts off 
sounding different. 

There’s a “new working 
class” that no party represents, 
Ainsley says. “It is multi-ethnic 
and much more diverse than 
the traditional working-class,” 
with disparate opinions.

But Ainsley ends up in the 
same place.

Tying different strands 
together means adopting 
policies that appeal to their 
“values, concerns, interests and 

attitudes.” These include protec-
tions for workers and tenants, 
but also sending  “signals” that 
Labour shares their “values” of 
“family, fairness, hard work and 
decency”.

It fits pretty neatly with what 
Labour Together wants. And 
that’s exactly what Starmer did 
in his keynote speech last week, 
bringing together promises 
of pay rises and affordable 
housing with talk of national 
pride and security.

Underneath it all, there’s a 

belief that working class people 
are almost all right wing.

There’s no doubt that Labour 
lost working class votes, 
 particularly among manual 
workers, pensioners and the 
unemployed. 

And all but two of the seats 
that Labour lost to the Tories 
in 2019 were in areas with a 
majority for Brexit in the 2016 
referendum. 

People who’d delivered a 
blow to those at the top of soci-
ety in 2016 felt they had been 
abandoned by Labour in 2019. 

It was the culmination of a 
collapse of Labour’s support 
ever since Tony Blair became 
prime minister in 1997. That 
trend was only bucked in 
the 2017 general election—
Corbyn’s first as Labour leader.

Even in 2019 support for 
Labour’s left wing policies was 
high, including among Brexit 
voters.

Y
ET THE r ight 
insisted that peo-
ple didn’t vote 
Labour simply 
because Corbyn 
was too left wing 

for working class people. 
It conveniently shifted the 

blame away from themselves—
for pushing Labour towards 
b a c k i n g  r e m a i n ,  f o r 
continually undermining 

their own party, and for the 
decimation of Labour’s support 
under their years of leadership.

This is something Labour has 
done time and again  throughout 
its history. From its very 
 beginning, Labour has tried to 
be all things to all people.

Although Starmer is the 
 current architect of Labour’s 
trajectory, the real question isn’t 
who is leader, but in the nature 
of the Labour Party itself. 

Even Corbyn tried to appeal 
to the right—he allowed 
many of its MPs to be shadow 
 ministers  and ruled out 
 scrapping Trident nuclear 
weapons.  

Labour’s focus on getting 
elected means appeals for 
votes from all sections of public 
opinion, left or right, working 
class or not. This can be a fine 
balancing act of contradictory 
policies.

Quite often it has hit upon 
patriotism to gloss over those 
contradictions and hold them 
together. 

Whether you want  radical 
transformation of society, 
or are completely hostile to 
such change, Labour claims to 
 represent you.

In the same way, Labour 
has always tried to make the 
 interests of ordinary people 
seem to fit with those at the top 
of society.

A central part of Starmer’s 
leadership is to try and prove to 
the rich and powerful that they 
can trust Labour to manage the 
state and not threaten their 
interests. 

These are the people who 
were horrified at Corbyn’s 
plans to raise income tax for 
the highest earners, or to 
nationalise some sections of 

THE UGLY 
FACE OF 
LABOUR
Keir Starmer is pushing a renewed right wing direction for 
Labour. Nick Clark looks at why that is, and examines how 
it’s old hat for the party that’s built on appeasement

‘Progressive’ 
elements 
always give way 
to reality of 
backing Britain

‘‘ 
Corbyn also caved in 

KEIR STARMER is flirting with patriotism to appeal to the right 

Handling of the virus has 
made mental distress worse

The virus has meant 
that mental health 
services are in crisis—
Isabel Ringrose 
spoke to two health 
workers on the 
frontline  

CORONAVIRUS HAS had 
a huge impact on people’s 
mental health and on 
frontline workers.

A study taken in June 
estimated that one in five 
adults in Britain were likely 
to be experiencing some form 
of depression. Prior to the 
pandemic this was one in ten.

Karen, a cognitive 
behavioural therapist, told 
Socialist Worker, “The social 
isolation has been really bad 
for people. The pandemic 
has generated a level of 
uncertainty that has been 
difficult to handle.

“The things people did in 
their lives to keep mentally 
well were largely removed.”

Alongside the fear of 
catching the virus, its 
economic impact means 
people have been pushed into 
poverty.

Karen said, “people have 
been knocked into massive 
insecurity about basic things 
like ‘where will I get my food 
from’?”

GP referrals for people 
needing psychological 
therapies have gone up, 
but the normal routes to 
accessing therapy have 
not been available.

“There is no face to face 
contact which has made it 
much more difficult,” Karen 
said.

Appointment
She explained that  
42 percent of people 
who call cannot book an 
appointment, because 
phone lines are so busy.

And the Tories’ shambolic 
handling of the pandemic 
has harmed people’s mental 
wellbeing.

“Life is understandably 
not delivering for people, but 
the government tells us it’s 
our fault and people should 
blame themselves for letting 
them and their family down,” 
said Karen.

“People were confident 

that there was a plan that 
would work. 

“But more contradictory 
information from the 
government means people no 
longer have any confidence in 
their plans.

“It feeds anxieties about 
who to believe and trust. And 
doubt can be very difficult to 
handle.”

An NHS survey revealed 
that three quarters of staff 
questioned said their job had 
had a greater negative impact 
than usual on their emotional 
wellbeing.

Karen said it has been hard 
working from home. “You’re 
on your own all day. 

“There is no opportunity 
to check in with colleagues 
or have that immediate 
solidarity from others.

“Our managers haven’t 
thought that through at all. 
We’re expected to see the 
same amount of people. It’s 
all about meeting targets.”

Mental health nurse Beth 
told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
been really difficult because 
usually you’re not at the sharp 

end of something yourself 
so it’s easier to manage your 
feelings.

“But it’s hard when 
everyone else is going 
through the same thing.”

And staff feel as though 
they have been taken for 
granted by the government.

“They rely on the fact we 
care,” said Beth.

“I have colleagues who 
have not seen their own 
families so that they can stay 
and live with the people they 
support. And those are the 
people on minimum wage.

“You believe in helping 
others, but it gets to the 
point where you can’t do it 
anymore.”

Second
As a result, frontline workers 
are understandably worried 
about a second lockdown.

“It will be much more 
difficult to take advantage 
of the time we are allowed 
out when it is dark, wet and 
cold,” Karen said. “People will 
be trapped in the house much 
longer.”

Beth added, “People are 
thinking, ‘How are we going 
to do this again?’

“Staff are doing their best 
to gear up for another spike, 
but we’ve been underfunded 
for a decade. 

“There wasn’t a lot of 
resources or cash in the tank 
to go around once.”

The effect the pandemic 
has had on mental health 
and NHS workers must be 
addressed. 

If not, many will find 
themselves without crucial 
support that they rely on.

As much as  
42 percent of 
people who  
call cannot 
book an 
appointment 

‘‘ 

ISOLATION AND economic pressure are all having an 
impact on mental health

FOCUS ON 
HEALTH



I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker with a monthly 
direct debit of £5
Name  ...............................................................................

Address .............................................................................

..........................................................................................

Postcode  ..........................................................................

E-mail  .............................................................................

Phone  ..............................................................................
I would like ____ extra papers to sell 
(this will not be deducted from my bank account)

For official use only—this is not part of the instructions to 
your bank/building society

Sherborne Publications,  
PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay 
by direct debit

Originator identification no.   n n n n n n
Our reference no.  

n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n
1. Name and full postal address of your bank or building 
society
To the manager:
Bank/building society  ....................................................

Address  ........................................................................

Postcode  ......................................................................

2. Name(s) of account holder(s)

....................................................................................

3. Branch sort code  nn / nn / nn

4. Bank/building society account no.  

nnnnnnnn
5. Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Sherborne Publications direct debits from 
the account detailed on this instruction subject to the 
safeguards assured by the direct debit guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may remain with 
Sherborne Publications and, if so,  details will be passed 
electronically to my bank or building society.

Signature(s)  .............................................................

Date  ........................................................................

Banks and building societies may not accept 
Direct Debit instructions from some types of account 

Direct debit guarantee
nThis Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
nIf there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Sherborne Publications will notify you ten working 
days in advance of  your account being debited or as otherwise 
agreed. If you request Sherborne Publications to collect a 
payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you 
at the time of the request.
nIf an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by 
Sherborne Publications or your bank or building society you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from 
your bank or building society.
n If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it 

back when Sherborne Publications asks you to.
nYou can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting 
your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. 
Please also notify us.

9 7 3 3 5 5

Socialist Worker Subscriptions
Post PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ 
Phone 020 7840 5601 
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Subscribe to Socialist Worker
Have Socialist Worker delivered with your post every week for a direct debit of £5 a month

JOIN THE
 SOCIALIST
 WORKERS

  PARTY
Yes, I'd like to be a member
I’d like more information and to receive emails

Name  ...................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

Postcode  ..................................

Phone  ...................................................................................................

Email  ....................................................................................................
Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 74955  
London E16 9EJ. Phone 020 7840 5602  
Email membership@swp.org.uk SWP

by YURI PRASAD

AS SIR Michael O’Dwyer 
left the speakers’ table after 
his lecture for the East India 
Association in London 80 years 
ago, an Asian man rushed  
from the audience as if to 
greet him.

O ’ D w y e r ,  a  f o r m e r 
Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Punjab, was used to making 
such acquaintances. 

But in the man’s hand 
was a heavy revolver, and 
within seconds he had shot 
and killed the distinguished 
guest.

The man with the gun 
was Udham Singh, and his 
attack was an act of revenge  
20 years in the making.

The son of poor farmers, 
Singh had grown up in an 
orphanage in the Punjabi city 
of Amritsar. 

Park
On 13 April 1919, he and his 
teenage friends had spent a 
Sunday afternoon in a park 
known as Jallianwala Bagh.

T h e r e  t h e y  j o i n e d  
thousands of others who 
defied British orders against 

public gatherings. In one 
corner some people were 
protesting against British 
rule, but in others there were 
games and picnics.

Unknown to all, at the far 
end of the scrubland, troops 
were following the orders 
of their British officer and 
blocking all the exits. 

Without warning they 
opened fire. The shooting 
lasted for more than ten 
minutes and more than 
1,650 rounds of ammunition 
were spent. At the end of 
it all, hundreds were dead 
or dying—and the British 
insisted the Punjabis had 
been taught a “moral lesson”.

It was a scene that never 
left Singh—and was the 
reason he became a revolu-
tionary. He joined the Ghadar 
Party, a group that espoused 
radical nationalist politics 
but was inspired by Russia’s 
socialist revolution in 1917.

I t  was dedicated to 
overthrowing the British 

by violent means, but also 
against control of a future 
free India by the rich.

British spies reported on 
Singh, saying he “fully sym-
pathised with the Bolsheviks, 
as their object was to liberate 
India from foreign control”.

In 1927 a gang led by Singh 
was captured in Amritsar 
with weapons, copies of 
Ghadar’s banned newspaper, 
The Voice of Revolt, and a 
book of revolutionary poems. 

He was sentenced to five 
years in prison, and while 
there vengeance was never 
far from his mind. 

Sentence
After his sentence, Singh was 
released into an India gripped 
by strikes and protests against 
the British. 

He was under constant 
police surveil lance but  
nevertheless made his way 
to Britain in 1934, where 
he worked as textile trader 
and carpenter. Although a 
staunch atheist, Singh joined 
Sikh religious organisations 
in London to help him cover 
his tracks. 

Many such groups became 
a home to the Indian 

resistance on British soil.
O’Dwyer, who would soon 

be in Singh’s sights, was an 
obvious target.

As the top ranking military 
official for the Punjab, he had 
wholeheartedly backed the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre. 

He was scathing about the 
Indian independence move-
ment, believing, “there was 
no such thing as an Indian 
nation”. After the assassina-
tion, Singh turned his Old 
Bailey murder hearing into a 
trial of British “civilisation”.

Although wracked by  
42 days of hunger strike, he 
castigated British imperialism. 

“Machine guns on the 
streets of India mow down 
thousands of poor women 
and children wherever your 
so-called flag of democracy 
and Christianity flies,” he said. 

Found guilty by the jury, 
Singh was hung on 31 July 
1940 at Pentonville Prison 
in London. But within a few 
short years India would 
be free of the British—and 
Singh would be a hero of its 
liberation.
This is part of a series about 
radical black lives Go to 
bit.ly/SWBlackLives

UDHAM SINGH

 Revolutionary who took revenge for empire

UDHAM SINGH after the assassination of Sir Michael O’Dwyer
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No PPE for 
health staff

 PPE protective kit 
guidelines aren’t 

based on science, but on 
chaotic and sustained 
shortages.

In March, federal 
officials advised 
healthcare workers to 
stop using the N95 
respirator face masks and 
use looser paper surgical 
ones. 

And, because they 
don’t have enough, some 
hospital managers lock 
up the N95 masks. 

So healthcare workers 
are struggling to get hold 
of them in emergency 
situations. 

As many as 58 percent 
of health workers who 
were surveyed said they 
didn’t have enough PPE. 

Rich hospitals are 
coping with the inflated 
cost of supplying PPE. 

But cash-strapped 
ones, invariably serving 
poor multiracial 
communities, are running 
out of masks and money.  

This is having stark 
impacts. 

As of early July, the 
coronavirus death rate for 
black people is more than 
twice that of whites.

Double trouble as  
flu season looms 

   HEALTH care 
workers in the US 

are gearing up for the 
winter flu season that 
could see an additional 
500,000 people 
hospitalised.

“We have two 
pandemics coming at the 
same time and only one 
vaccine—for seasonal 
flu—guaranteed,” said 
Daniel Salmon. 

He is director of the 
institute for vaccine 
safety at Johns Hopkins 
University. 

“We need a national 
campaign with clear and 
consistent messaging 
about the community 
benefits,” he said. 

Unless flu is treated 
like the oncoming 
emergency it is, US 
health care workers will 
shortly be battling a dual 
crisis. 

 How Trump and privatised  
 health care left US exposed 
The US is the richest country in the world, but has one of the worst responses to 
coronavirus. Sarah Bates looks at how a a broken system killed over 200,000 

DONALD TRUMP promised on 
26 February that the handful 

of US coronavirus patients were 
about to get better. 

At least 205,000 deaths and  
6.9 million cases later, he could not 
have been proven more wrong. 

The US has just 4 percent of the 
world’s population but around  
20 percent of confirmed Covid-19 
cases. Led by a right wing adminis-
tration intent on playing down the 
 pandemic, it missed every opportu-
nity to halt the spread. 

Sheila Davis, CEO of the Partners 
in Health non-profit organisation, 
describes the approach as, “Get hos-
pitals ready and wait for sick people 
to show.”

“Especially in the beginning, we 
catered our entire Covid-19 response 
to the 20 percent of people who 
required hospitalisation, rather than 
preventing transmission in the com-
munity,” she said. 

The US is the richest country in the 
world. 

Scrambling
Yet people are left queuing for hours 
in the baking sun to take a test and 
health workers are scrambling to get 
their hands on PPE protective kit. 

“The number of people testing in 
Oregon is really low,” explained Sean 
Cummings, a socialist and Marx21 
member in the state’s biggest city 
Portland. “To get a test you have 
to have a car or queue up for three 
hours.

“The rich will get tested but the 
poor won’t. You can see that in who’s 
dying, who it’s affecting the most—
it’s working class people, it’s bus 

drivers, postal workers, health care 
workers and so on.” 

The pandemic has smashed 
through a privatised health system 
that lets millions of people die every 
year while pharmacy fat cats and 
bloated providers count their profits.

The just-in-time delivery  methods 
that led to empty supermarket shelves 
weren’t sufficient to keep hospital 
store cupboards stocked with masks 
and gloves either.

Poor planning on a federal level 

was also partly to blame. It was dis-
covered too late that the Strategic 
National Stockpile, which is supposed 
to provide for just this type of emer-
gency, was 100 million respirators 
and masks short. 

They were used in the 2009 flu 
pandemic and simply never replaced.

In the US, people have to pay for 
their healthcare, usually through an 
employment-based insurance pro-
gramme. And with 26 million people 
in the US now claiming unemployment 

benefits, even fewer people will have 
access to limited coverage. 

Those who have suffered from 
coronavirus face eye-watering hospi-
tal bills. Michael Flor, a 70 year old 
Covid-19 patient who spent 62 days 
in hospital, was charged more than 
$1.1 million for his treatment. 

“I feel guilty about surviving,” he 
said. “There’s a sense of ‘Why me? 
Why did I deserve all this?’ Looking at 
the incredible cost of it all definitely 
adds to that survivor’s guilt.”

CARS QUEUE at a testing site in Los Angeles, California 

Neither Republicans nor Democrats want change 
DESPITE coronavirus 
cases rising in 21 US 

states and around 40,000 
new cases every day, 
Donald Trump is refusing 
to accept reality.

In full electioneering 
mode ahead of the 
November’s presidential 
vote, he told supporters 
last week, “We have done 
a very good job.”

Trump isn’t solely 
responsible, but his 
failure to act is central  
to the high death  
rates and widespread 
misery. 

And it’s hardly 
surprising that he’s ruled 
over the coronavirus 
crisis in this way.

In 2018 Trump 
disbanded the national 
pandemic response  
office. 

He squandered any 
head start the US had and 
refused to build  
extra capacity into the 
system by developing 
tests and manufacturing 
PPE. 

Instead, Trump banned 
people from entering the 
US from China. 

It was an act of 
political theatre to appeal 
to his right wing base, 
rather than a serious 
attempt at halting  
Covid-19’s spread. 

Since then he’s poured 
scorn on the science, 

joined calls for state 
governments to lift local 
lockdowns and rejected 
demands for a national 
approach to quashing the 
virus.  

Yet Trump has faced 
little opposition from the 
Democratic challenger 
Joe Biden. 

Tackle
Despite occasionally 
blasting Trump’s “lies and 
incompetence” Biden has 
put forward little on how 
to tackle the crisis. 

Neither has the track 
record or the inclination 
to truly challenge the 
broken system. 

But that doesn’t mean 

that ordinary people 
won’t. Beth Redbird 
is a sociologist who 
has conducted studies 
in how people were 
applying social distancing 
measures. 

She pointed out that 
times of crisis lead to 
people questioning 
everything. 

“Times of big social 
disruption call into 
question things we 
thought were normal and 
standard,” she said.

“If our institutions  
fail us here, in what 
ways are they failing 
elsewhere? 

“And whom are they 
failing most?”

Joe Biden hasn’t offered much
opposition
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KEIR STARMER wants to kick anti-war politics out of the Labour Party Picture: Guy Smallman

Bloody Sunday soldiers 
will not be prosecuted
NORTHERN IRELAND’S Public 
Prosecution Service (PPS) has 
decided to uphold its decision 
not to prosecute 15 former 
British soldiers over the Bloody 
Sunday killings in Derry  
48 years ago.

Thirteen civilians died when 
British soldiers opened fire on 
an anti-internment rally on  
30 January 1972 and dozens 
more were injured. 

A 14th person died later. 
Last year the PPS announced 

that one former member of 
the British Army Parachute 
Regiment, known as Solder F, 
would face charges of murder 
and attempted murder. 

But no other legal actions 
were planned.  

Relatives of a number of 
those killed and injured sought 

a review of the decision.  
On Tuesday the PPS 

announced that the test for 
prosecution is not met on 
evidential grounds to prosecute 
any of the 15 soldiers over 
the specific deaths or injuries 
sustained on Bloody Sunday.

In a statement, a legal firm 
representing several families 
of Bloody Sunday victims 
described the announcement as 
deeply disappointing.

Ciarán Shiels of the  
Madden and Finucane firm  
said his clients were 
considering challenging these 
decisions in the High Court 
by way of judicial review 
proceedings.

The PPS confirmed that 
soldier F’s prosecution will 
continue.

 Sackings show Starmer  
 defends Iraq war crimes
by NICK CLARK

KEIR STARMER last  week 
sacked three Labour MPs for 
voting against a bill that protects 
British war criminals. It was the 
first sign that his new love of 
patriotism and security means 
defending Britain’s crimes in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Starmer sacked Nadia Whittome, 
Beth Winter and Olivia Blake 
from their roles as junior shadow 
ministers after voting against 
the Overseas Operations Bill on 
Wednesday.

The bill, tabled by the Tories, is 
designed to stop soldiers from being 
prosecuted for torture and  killings 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Only  
18 Labour MPs voted against it.

The bill says that any crimes that 
took place more than five years ago 
shouldn’t be prosecuted. It also says 
prosecutors have to consider the 
effects of trauma and pressure on 
soldiers.

The attorney general—who is 
appointed by the prime minister—
would have to give consent before 
the prosecutions can go ahead.

It comes after two war crimes 
inquiries uncovered evidence impli-
cating British soldiers in the murder 
and torture of civilians. 

Evidence had been found of 
 murders by an SAS soldier and 
deaths in custody, beatings, tor-
ture and sexual abuse of  prisoners 
by members of the Black Watch 
regiment.

The two inquiries—Operation 
Northmoor and the Iraq Historic 
Allegations Team—amassed thou-
sands of statements from British 
soldiers and witnesses. They 
also collected vast amounts of 
 documentary evidence.

It includes evidence of the 
murder of three children, who were 
shot at close range in the head by 
an SAS soldier in their home in 
Afghanistan. 

It also shows widespread abuse 
of prisoners in a British army base 
in the Iraqi city of Basra, which led 
to at least two deaths in custody.

Prosecution
But none of the cases from either 
inquiry—both shut down by the 
Tories in 2017—led to prosecution. 
And Boris Johnson pledged last year 
to amend the human rights act to 
stop prosecutions from going ahead.

Yet Labour’s only criticism of the 
bill was that it doesn’t do enough 
to protect British soldiers. Keir 
Starmer is desperate to show the 
right that Labour is “patriotic” and 
supports “British values” by backing 
the military.

R ight  wing  campaigns— 
championed by newspapers such 
as The Sun—demanded that pol-
iticians protect soldiers against 

prosecutions by “activist lawyers.” 
Tory veterans minister Johnny 
Mercer—who tabled the bill—said 
MPs should vote for it to “dem-
onstrate support for our armed 
forces.”

Starmer ordered MPs to abstain 
in a vote on Wednesday, which 
most did happily—effectively 
allowing the bill to pass.

The three junior shadow 
 ministers were punished to dem-
onstrate that Starmer is out to bury 
the anti-war politics of previous left 
wing leader Jeremy Corbyn.

In a speech on Tuesday, Starmer 
insisted Labour “love our country” 
and the “value” of “security for our 
nation.”

He hopes this can win right wing 
votes and prove that Labour will 
be “responsible” in charge of the 
British state. 

And that means siding with 
 torturers and killers against the 
 victims of Britain’s wars.

On other pages...
The ugly face of Labour  
>>Pages 14&15

GRENFELL

 Inquiry hears of  
 cost-cutting and  
 incompetence
THE PROJECT manager 
responsible for overseeing 
work on Grenfell Tower’s 
cladding system didn’t properly 
understand safety warnings, an 
inquiry heard last week.

Some 72 people died as a 
result of the fire in west London 
in June 2017.  

Ben Bailey, from Harley 
Facades, told the Grenfell 
Tower Inquiry that he had not 
understood that an email had 
referred to two distinct safety 
issues.  

Chris Mort, technical officer 
at cavity barrier firm Siderise, 
had emailed in 2015. 

He said he had found a “gap” 
that needed protection to stop 
fire spreading from the internal 
compartment of Grenfell Tower 
to an external cavity.  

His email also referred to the 
fire resistance rating of other 
cavity barriers for the project.  

Inquiry barrister Richard 
Millett QC asked Bailey if 
he had confused these two 
separate issues and seen them 

as one. “Knowing what I know 
now, unfortunately yes,” Bailey 
replied.  

The inquiry also heard that 
Grenfell Tower might have been 
used as a “guinea pig” to test 
out newly-branded insulation 
material.  

Celotex sold its RS5000 
foam boards to Harley with just 
under a 50 percent discount.

Bailey admitted he did not 
check that it complied with 
building regulations.  

He said he was not aware 
that RS5000 was only classified 
as safe to use on certain 
buildings.

A document showed that 
in April 2015 Celotex had 
discussed with Bailey using 
the Grenfell refurbishment 
as a “case study” for the new 
RS5000 material.  

Bailey said it had not 
“crossed my mind” that Grenfell 
was being used as a guinea pig. 

He added, “There was 
correspondence later in the 
year about a case study.”

The inquiry continues.
Sadie Robinson
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Ben Bailey giving evidence
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 Vital battle for pay  
 justice and the NHS  
by BARRY CONWAY

REHAB WORKERS in Wigan 
and Leigh working for We 
Are With You (WAWY) 
began the second round 
of their ten-day strike for 
equal pay on Monday.

Unison union members 
were nonplussed when, 
ear l ier  th i s  year ,  the 
Addaction Trust changed its 
name in the middle of their 
year-long dispute. 

“I don’t know who they 
think they’re with, but 
they’re not with us and we’re 
certainly not with them,” said 
one striker. 

Another  s tr iker  to ld 
Socialist Worker, “WAWY 
claims that it values its 
staff, but this isn’t reflected 
in the pay or the terms and 
conditions.  

Complex
“We’re expected to manage 
c a s e l o a d s  o f  a r o u n d  
80 complex clients, with 
safeguarding issues and 
multiple physical and mental 
health needs. 

“This leads to a high 
turnover of staff, who gain 
experience then move on to 
organisations who pay fairer 
wages. 

“The remaining staff face 
high levels of stress, burn out 

and a sense of frustration.
Even chief executives only 
stick around for a short time 
then move on. 

“This seems to be the 
business model—drive down 
wages, rely on a high staff 
turnover and win contracts 
by undercutting existing 
services. 

“What remains are services 
stripped back and delivered 
by a demoralised workforce.” 

WAWY is not satisfied with 
offering drug and alcohol 
rehab services. 

It also has its sights set 
on health, Improving Access 

to Psychological Therapies 
services, and GP practices.

In an era of public service 
funding cuts, WAWY sees 
opportunities to grab more 
services.

Charity magazine Civil 
Society Media has calculated 
that Addaction’s change of 
name to WAWY cost around 
£140,000. 

This could have paid the 
strikers’ claim for several 
years.

A virtual rally at short 
notice last Friday saw support 
coming in nationally and 
included local MP Lisa Nandy. 

This strike is not just about 
pay justice but also defending 
the NHS from groups that 
skim cash from the health 
service.

A win for the workers here 
would fortify other workers 
facing the same dilemma of 
whether to fight or roll over 
in the face of attacks.

Strikers are delighted by 
the messages of support they 
have received and donations 
to their strike fund.
lFor donation details go to 
bit.ly/RehabStrike Tweet 
messages of support to  
@NorthWestUNISON

CAR WORKERS CULTURE WORKERS UNIVERSITIESUNISON ELECTION

Ford closure is a warning 
of the need for resistance  
FRIDAY OF last week 
marked the final day of 
engine production at Ford’s 
Bridgend plant.

It meant the end of their 
employment with Ford for 
the vast majority of the 
1,700 workers on the site.

Peter Hughes, the Unite 
union Wales Secretary, said 
it was a desperately sad day 
“for all the Welsh workers 
whose employment with 
Ford officially ends”. He 
blamed Ford’s “commitment 
to Wales and the UK”.

Certainly the bosses have 
ruthlessly put profit first. 

But the closure was not 
inevitable. 

When the closure was 
announced in June 2019 
Unite general secretary Len 
McCluskey slammed the 
decision as a “grotesque act 
of economic betrayal”. He 

said, “Ford can forget about 
it if it thinks we will make it 
easy to walk away from this 
workforce.

“We will resist this 
closure with all our might.”

Unite held a series of 
mass meetings with the 
Bridgend workforce. 

A consultative ballot took 
place after the meetings 
and 83 percent of those 
who voted said they 
were prepared to strike if 
necessary to save the plant.

Two months earlier the 
Unite and GMB unions said 
all five Ford sites were “ballot 
ready” and would stand with 
any plant under threat.

But none of this was built 
upon to win real national 
resistance. As mass job 
losses now loom, union 
leaders need to be pushed 
for a fightback.

WORKERS ARE angry at We Are With You’s treatment of staff                       Picture: Barry conway 

MEMBERS OF the UCU union 
at Heriot-Watt University 
based in Edinburgh are 
being balloted for strikes 
over compulsory job losses.

The cuts would put more 
than 130 jobs at risk. 

The union argued that there 
has been a rushed timetable 
to cut jobs—with the first staff 
due to leave at the start of 
November. 

This means that alternative  
options have not been 
sufficiently explored.

The union said that losing 
130 members of staff would 
have a drastic impact on 
education offered to students.  

Remaining staff would also 
be left with higher workloads 
and less contact time with 
students, who would be taught 
in bigger classes.

The university carried out a 
round of redundancies in 2017, 
when 70 staff lost their jobs 
and recruitment was frozen.  

UCU’s Scotland official Mary 
Senior said, “This decision to 
cut jobs at Heriot-Watt will add 
to the worry and upset among 
staff and students. 

“The news comes when staff 
have worked tirelessly to keep 
the university running during 
the Covid crisis and when the 
chances of finding other work 
will be hard.

“That these cuts come so 
soon after job losses in 2017 
raises questions about the 
university’s management 
and whether managers are 
using the Covid crisis as a 
smokescreen for unjustified job 
cuts.”

The UCU at Heriot-Watt 
said, “We will not tolerate our 
members being forced out of 
their jobs during a pandemic.”

Voting in the ballot opened 
on Tuesday and will close on 
Tuesday 20 October.
lTweet messages of support to 
@UCU_HWUBranch

Support Tate 
jobs struggle 
TATE GALLERY workers were 
set to protest on Wednesday 
of this week after more than a 
month on all-out strike.

Members of the PCS union 
are fighting attempts to sack 
313 workers.

They are demanding 
that at least 10 percent of 
the £7 million bailout the 
government gave the Tate 
galleries is used to save jobs.

Meanwhile some of the 
Tate’s top bosses continue to 
earn £100,000 a year.

Workers were set to 
protest outside the Tate 
Britain gallery on Millbank, 
London, from 11am until 3pm.

It will be followed by a 
“digital protest day” on 
Thursday and a protest 
outside the Tate Modern 
gallery on Saturday.
lFor solidarity details go to 
AgiTate on Facebook.  
Donate to the strike fund at  
bit.ly/TateStrike

Big backing 
for Holmes
LEFT ACTIVISTS in Unison 
are celebrating this week after 
scoring a fantastic result in the 
nominations for the Unison 
general secretary election. 

Socialist Paul Holmes 
declared he had won 
nominations from 102 
branches and two from 
regions in addition to the local 
government service group. 

The nomination period 
closed last week and it’s likely 
Paul’s nomination count will be 
even higher once all branches 
have got their result in. 

It’s a ringing endorsement 
for Paul’s campaign, which has 
got off to the best start of any 
left candidate for years. 

Also in the running are 
Unison assistant general 
secretary’s Christine McAnea 
and Roger McKenzie. Hugo 
Pierre is also on the ballot 
paper with 27 nominations so 
far declared. 

Voting begins on 28 October.

FURTHER EDUCATION

POSTAL WORKERS

COUNCIL WORKERS

REHAB WORKERS

SCOTTISH FE lecturers in 
the EIS-FELA union are going 
into dispute over attempts 
by management to replace 
teaching with training. This 
will force lecturers on to 
instructor and assessor 
contracts.

At Forth Valley College 
staff were selected at 
random and told that their 
jobs were going and they 
would need to reapply for the 
lower grade post. 

The new jobs earn 
thousands of pounds less, 

have many more classes 
to teach, and yet the job 
description is virtually 
identical. 

In an indicative ballot the 
EIS-FELA college branch 
has voted by 91 percent on a 
high turnout for action. 

This will be a major fight. 
It will decide whether FE 
students receive a proper 
education, or find themselves 
warehoused in downgraded 
institutions to be kept off 
government jobless statistics.
Donny Gluckstein

ROYAL MAIL postal workers 
at a delivery office in 
Peterborough have voted 
to strike to demand the 
reinstatement of a sacked 
workmate.

The members of the CWU 
union voted by 88 percent 
to strike after the postal 
worker—who had no previous 
disciplinary record—was 
sacked in July. The union 
says managers applied Royal 

Mail’s rules unfairly and 
unreasonably.

Branch secretary Andy 
Beeby said, “The ballot 
result today shows the huge 
strength of feeling among 
members that this sacking 
was unfair and must be 
reconsidered.

“But if they refuse to 
budge, these members here 
have pledged that they will 
strike.”

‘We’re lecturers, not trainers’

 Peterborough post fight

 Heriot-Watt strike ballot  
 over threat of 130 job cuts

BRIGHTON AND Hove council workers (above) postponed 
a two-week strike planned for this week to hold talks with 
bosses. A strike will go ahead next week if there is no deal
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 RIVAL POWERS  
 THREATEN WAR
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

A LONG-RUNNING border 
dispute between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan has flared 
up with some of the heaviest 
fighting in four years. 

The fighting underlines 
the potential for spreading 
military conflict in a world 
shaken by economic crisis 
and coronavirus.

The two countries, strad-
dling Europe and Asia, 
mobilised their armed forces 
and declared martial law on 
Sunday.

This came after clashes 
over Nagorno-Karabakh, a 
disputed area located within 
Azerbaijan that has been 
ruled by Armenian separatist 
forces since 1991. 

Fighting
The  f ight ing  be tween 
Russian-backed Armenia and 
Turkish-backed Azerbaijan 
threatens to set off a wider 
regional war.

The Caucus Mountains 
region, which is crisscrossed 
by oil and gas pipelines, has 
become a focus for imperialist 
rivalries.

An Azerbaijani barrage of 
rockets, shells and bombs 

pounded Armenian positions 
in Nagorno-Karabakh. At 
least two civilians died in a 
rocket attack in the separatist 
capital Stepanakert. 

The ministry of defence 

claims to have captured six 
villages in a ground invasion 
that followed the shelling. 

Armenia’s prime minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan said 
Azerbaijan had “declared 

war on the entire Armenian 
people once again”.

He warned that  the 
“situation could go beyond 
the region’s borders and 
threaten international peace 

and stability” in an appeal for 
international backing from 
the West and Russia.

The West and Russia 
have called for an immedi-
ate ceasefire, fearing another 

prolonged war while their 
forces are focused elsewhere 
in the world. But the Turkish 
government—a member 
of the US-led warmongers’ 
alliance Nato—is strongly 
backing Azerbaijan.

Armenian forces claim 
they are already facing 
Turkish F-16 warplanes and 
mercenaries.

Russia and Turkey have 
been ramping up tensions 
since July, when skirmishes 
in border areas killed four 
Armenian and 12 Azerbaijani 
soldiers.

Turkey and Azerbaijan 
carried out joint military 
exercises after the clashes. 

Surprise
And Russia staged a “surprise 
combat readiness check” with 
150,000 troops, over 26,000 
armaments, 414 aircraft and 
106 warships.

In the context of growing 
imperialist rivalries between 
the West, China, Russia and 
regional powers, a small clash 
could set off a deadly conflict. 

With sharp tensions in 
the eastern Mediterranean 
between Greece and Turkey, 
this is another dangerous 
moment. War will benefit 
only the ruling classes.

AZERBAIJANI SOLDIERS near Nagorno-Karabakh

The competition over oil and gas that lies behind the drive to conflict 
OIL AND gas fuel 
imperialist rivalry in 
the Caucus regions. 

Azerbaijan is a key 
energy and trade route 
between the US and Asia. 

Its rulers want to 
export gas, which it 
has in the Caspian 
Sea, to European 
markets through the 
South Caucus Pipeline 
Expansion Project.

The pipeline currently 
runs from Azerbaijan 
via Georgia to Turkey. 

Their sponsor, Turkey, 
wants to become a chief 
exporter of oil and gas 
to the European Union. 

Meanwhile, Russia 
wants to maintain some 
influence in both  Armenia 

and Azerbaijan, but needs 
to contain a potential 
competitor to its gas 
exports to Europe.

The imperialist 
rivalries in the region 
are long-standing. 

After Russia’s empire 
broke apart into  
15 republics in 1991, 
its new rulers tried to 
maintain control over 
its former lands.

Free market shock 
therapy caused 
production to fall through 
the floor and devastated 
the military industry.

To build up influence, 
Russia relied on stirring 
up ethnic division and 
separatist conflicts in 
its “near abroad”.

Nagorno-Karabakh 
is a predominantly 
Armenian Christian 
region within the Muslim 
majority Azerbaijan.

By 1991 Armenian 
separatists there had 
declared an independent 
republic, which isn’t 
recognised by any state. 

In 1992 and 1993 
Armenian troops—with 
Russia’s backing—fought 
for control of Nagorno-
Karabakh. 

And when the conflict 
looked like it might 
destabilise Azerbaijan, 
Nato member Turkey 
threatened to bomb the 
Armenian capital Yerevan.

Meanwhile, US 
imperialism sought 

to bring countries in 
the “near abroad” into 
its orbit to cement 
its hegemony.

The US found willing 
partners among sections 
of the old Stalinist 
ruling class that was 
jockeying to keep its 
wealth and power. 

After Azerbaijan 
declared independence, 
former KGB secret police 
chief Haydar Aliyev 
positioned himself as a 
key power broker and 
took control in 1993.

The former 
“communist” bureaucrat 
became a favoured 
friend of the West, 
doing deals with BP and 
other oil companies.A section of gas pipeline in Azerbaijan
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