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TIERS OF
A CLOWN

lNew rules 
too late to stop 
virus spread
lWorkers 
abandoned to 
poverty and 
unemployment

lPrivatised 
test and trace 

hits new low
lUnsafe 

universities, 
schools and 
workplaces 

We can’t trust the Tories’ schemes >>Pages 4&5

JOB LOSSES

‘I can’t pay the 
bills’–Cineworld 
worker speaks out
CINEWORLD workers 
are “numb and angry” 
after hearing that the 
cinema chain will close.

Katie has worked there 
for 14 years but now faces a 
struggle to survive on just  
£60 a week. 

“I fear I will have to spend 
Christmas going to food 
banks,” she said. 
>>Page 3

UNIVERSITIES

Students and 
staff resist  
virus disaster
STUDENTS AND university 
workers called a day of 
action for this week to 
defend jobs and safety.

It comes as Covid-19 
sweeps through university 
accommodation. Locked 
down students are being 
forced to pay hundreds of 
pounds for food. 

But resistance is growing.
>>Page 20

GREECE

Court ruling is a 
major victory for 
all anti-fascists
THE VERDICT in the trial 
of Golden Dawn this month 
is a huge blow to Nazis 
everywhere, writes Panos 
Garganas from Athens. 

Greece’s government tried 
to take credit for the verdict. 

In reality it is the result of 
anti-fascist campaigning.
>>Page 17
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 Jury find ‘inappropriate’ police  
 restraint contributed to death
KEVIN CLARKE—A 35 year old black 
man—died after contact with police in 
Catford, south London.

In police body-cam footage of the 
 incident, Clarke can be heard telling offic-
ers, “I can’t breathe. I’m going to die.” 
He died in police custody at Lewisham 
 hospital later that day.

Last week an inquest jury found 
that the police’s inappropri ate use of 
restraints on Clarke contributed to his 
death.

The inquest jury at Southwark 
 coroner’s court on Friday found the 
cause of death to be acute behavioural 
 disturbance leading to exhaustion. 

They said the manner in which the 
police restrained Clarke “probably more 
than minimally or trivially” contributed 
to his death.

The jury said, “It is highly likely that 
at least one officer heard Mr Clarke say 
‘I can’t breathe’, on one of the occasions 
he repeated it. 

Despite this, no action was taken other 
than one officer saying ‘you’ve got to 
breathe, you’ve got to breathe, breathe, 

deep breaths’.” 
“Failure to remove restraints at this 

point was contrary to guidance and 
training.”

Clarke, known as KC, had been 
 diagnosed with paranoid schizophre-
nia in 2002. He was living in supported 
housing at the time of his death on 9 
March 2018.

Police had been called twice to Clarke 
that day because of concerns by workers 
at the housing scheme that his mental 

health was deteriorating. On the first 
occasion he was standing in the street 
holding a cup of drinking yoghurt.

He told police he was “just chilling”. 
Police decided he was not ill enough to 
be sectioned and said he was not  showing 
any risk to himself or to  members of the 
public.

He was then found lying down on the 
edge of a school playing field. Police sur-
rounded him as he lay in the mud and 
then restrained him using two sets of 
handcuffs to pin his arms behind his back.

The restraint lasted 33 minutes.
Along with the restraint footage Clarke 

is also shown being walked and at times 
dragged to a waiting ambulance. 

Police pulled his hood over his head, 
making it harder to monitor his condition.

The jury found nine separate  failures 
including the failure of the London 
ambulance service to provide basic med-
ical care and failures of the  community 
mental health team to manage his 
relapse.
For a longer version of this article go to 
bit.ly/KCverdict 

lPICTURES FEATURING the Duke of 
York have been taken off the shelves 

in the gift shop at Balmoral. One tourist 
allegedly told the Sun, “When I asked 
if it was possible to buy one of Andrew, 
a sales assistant said  ‘I’m afraid he 
(Andrew) is very much on the naughty 
step’.” Andrew is wanted as a witness 
in the US over his links to his dead 
child abusing friend Jeffrey Epstein.

Papal hypocrisy on 
credit defaults swaps?  
THE VATICAN invested 
some donations for 
the poor and needy in 
derivatives that bet on 
the creditworthiness of 
Hertz, the US car rental 
company that defaulted on 
its debts earlier this year.

In 2018 Pope Francis 
said credit default swaps 
(CDS) “encouraged the 
growth of a finance of 
chance and of gambling on 
the failure of others, which 
is unacceptable from the 
ethical point of view”. The 
instruments, he said, were 
“a ticking time bomb”.

But three years earlier, 
part of a £480 million 
Vatican portfolio 
“derived from donations” 
bought structured notes 
containing CDS as part 

of a bet that Hertz 
would not default on its 
debts by April 2020, 
the documents show.

The company filed for 
bankruptcy the following 
month, giving the Holy 
See a narrow escape 
on the investment, 
which paid out in full.

The investment was 
made under the watch 
of Cardinal Giovanni 
Angelo Becciu who 
resigned last month.

Stockbroker wants  
£10 million for tantrum
A stockbroker axed 
for calling his bosses 
“fucking incompetents” 
is suing for £10 million 
claiming they 
“ambushed” him into 
losing his temper.

At a trial last week 
Gino Palmeri said he was 
wrongly 
dismissed 
by 
investment 
company 
Charles 
Stanley 
and Co, 
despite 
“screaming 
vitriolic 
abuse” and 
swearing 
at his 

superiors.
London’s High Court 

heard that the stand-off 
occurred after managers 
such as Palmeri were 
being transferred to new 
contracts. The final spark 
was lit when Palmeri was 
told it was “crunch time” 

and that he 
should either 
accept the 
new terms or 
leave Charles 
Stanley.

Palmeri’s 
barrister said 
his behaviour 
was not 
grounds for 
sacking in 
the context 
of him 

Greensill 
cashes in with 
your cash
GREENSILL Capital 
employs former Tory prime 
minister David Cameron as 
an adviser. It has recently 
provided tens of millions 
of pounds of British 
government-guaranteed 
loans to two companies 
that employ just 11 people.

The firms are associated 
with British steel magnate 
Sanjeev Gupta.

Greensill was approved 
in June to be a lender 
through the Coronavirus 
Large Business 
Interruption Loan Scheme. 

This offers borrowers a 
maximum £200 million in 
debt, with the government 

liable for 80 percent of it 
if it’s not repaid.

The lender then 
provided funding through 
the scheme to two metals 
trading businesses linked 
to Gupta.

They collectively 
employ just 11 people in 
Britain according to recent 
Companies House filings.

The request for loans 
backed by our money was 
made even as the Guptas’ 
conglomerate grabs new 
firms. 

It has recently agreed to 
buy a steel mill in France, 
an aluminium plant in 
Belgium and a manganese 
alloy smelter in  
Tasmania.

In 2018 The Times 
newspaper reported that 
Gupta lavished £37,000 
in gifts and hospitality 
to politicians over the 
previous three years.

Tory MP Nigel Adams 
appeared to have been the 
biggest recipient.

lA multi-millionaire 
property developer 

who is a Tory donor has 
received a knighthood.

Tony Gallagher, who 
hosted David Cameron’s 
50th birthday party, was 
knighted for “services to 
land development and the 
property business”.

Gallagher has given the 
Tories  almost £750,000 
since Boris Johnson 
became pri me minister 
last July.

Property developers 
have given the Tories more 
than £11 million since 
then.

Sweat free royals

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I’m feeling good. 
Really good. I 
think perfect. I 
think I’m better 
to the point 
where I’d love to 
do a rally tonight. 
I don’t think I’m 
contagious at all’
US President Donald Trump

‘Your future 
under Biden— 
Rolling 
lockdowns will 
become norm in 
Wales’ 
A tweet by Fox News presenter 
Laura Ingraham that was 
retweeted by Donald Trump

‘The drinks are on 
me—but Public 
Health England 
are in charge 
of the payment 
methodology so I 
will not be paying 
anything’
Health secretary  
Matt Hancock jokes in the 
Commons bar at 10.30pm

‘That’s a  
matter for 
the energy 
companies’
Tory local government 
secretary Robert Jenrick’s 
response when asked about 
people who couldn’t pay their 
bill because of Covid-19

Get in
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker

Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk

Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)”

Twitter @socialistworker

Newsdesk
020 7840 5656
Circulation
020 7840 5601

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ@

lA EUROPEAN anti-torture 
committee has warned of “excessive 

force” being used on Scottish  
prisoners.  
   The Council of Europe’s Committee 
for the Prevention of Torture’s report 
visited Shotts and Cornton Vale prisons 
in October 2019.  
    It highlights 27 cases of force being 
used on women following incidents 
of self-harm or suicide attempts.

Cardinal Becciu

Kevin Clarke

David Cameron

Gino Palmeri



Protests 
support 
workers
SUPPORTERS OF  the People 
Before Profit network and 
others quickly organised 
solidarity with Cineworld 
workers. Around a dozen 
people, mainly workers, 
gathered outside the Harlow 
Cineworld in Essex on Friday 
in a protest organised by the 
local Covid-19 action group.

In York, ten people from 
the trades council and 
coronavirus action group 
rallied outside the Cineworld 
branch. Trade unionist Julie 
said workers “were really 
pleased that someone had 
shown up to support them, 
that someone was doing 
something.”

She said activists will meet 
to discuss the next steps in 
the city where “job losses at 
Edinburgh Woollen Mill and 
Peacocks will really affect us”.

Solidarity
Meanwhile, a dozen people 
stood in solidarity outside 
the Cineworld in Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire, on Wednesday. 

Jeannie, a socialist 
activist, told Socialist Worker, 
“Workers told us there’s 
about 25 workers—half on 
proper contracts, the other 
half on zero hours  
contracts.

“They have been told just 
that there will be no hours 
next week, even though some 
have been there more than 
five years.”

People Before Profit is 
fighting for an emergency 
programme to defend jobs, 
services and safety.

And it says the whole 
programme could be paid for 
through “a massive transfer of 
resources from the rich”.

It will take strikes, protests 
and a fight from the unions to 
stop bosses making workers 
pay for the coronavirus  
crisis.

 Cineworld worker speaks  
 out—‘I can’t pay the bills’ 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

CINEWORLD WORKERS are 
“numb and angry” after they woke 
up to headlines that the cinema 
chain was closing.

Bosses announced last weekend 
that they would mothball their US 
and British cinemas.

The chain has reported losses of 
over £1 billion due to Covid-19.

Katie is one of the 5,500 Cineworld 
workers who face the prospect of 
trying to live off no pay after the end 
of this month. 

Her income was around £600 
a month, plus £160 a week from  
working tax credits and child tax 
credit.

She’ll now lose her pay and  
working tax credit, slashing her 
income to £60 a week. “That’s  
£60 a week for me and my child,” 
Katie told Socialist Worker. “I can’t 
pay bills on indefinite unpaid leave.

“I had to sit down with my son 
saying I have to cancel all the extra 
curricular activities he does, like 
learning to play guitar. 

“That’s not what I wanted to say, 
especially after all sacrifices this 
year.

“I fear that I will have to spend 
Christmas going to food banks.”

Katie has worked at the company 
for 14 years on a zero hours contract. 
“This has been my life for nearly half 
of my life, and I’m being treated as 
nothing,” she said.

“We were working fine on the 
Saturday. Then we woke up on the  
Sunday and saw it splashed over the 
news.

“They said, ‘Sorry, it was a mis-
take.’ But then on Monday we read 
the press release sayi ng they’re clos-
ing—an hour before we got an email. 

“It’s infuriating that what we’ve 
got is the same as the media—and 
often later.

“It’s always vague language, no 

mention of what is happening about 
our jobs.”

She added that the firm is now 
trying to push workers to resign.

 “The higher ups are rubbing their 
hands with glee because they don’t 
have to pay out,” she said. “And if 
Cineworld gets away with it, other 
companies will do the same.”

Katie explained that, because 
workers haven’t been techni-
cally sacked, the company doesn’t 
have to give them holiday or 

redundancy pay. “They let us know 
we can’t take our holiday,” she said.

“Nearly half of my co-workers 
have gone in and handed in their 
resignation to get money in place of 
holiday.”

Cineworld bosses helpfully 
sent out an email with job search 
websites. Suggestions included the 
British Army.

And they have not kept workers 
furloughed until the end of the 
month when the scheme ends, 

meaning a steeper hit to their pay 
packets. “There isn’t a penny for after 
15 October,” said Katie.

“We’ll get paid at the end of the 
month and then that’s it.”
Katie is a pseudonym. Support the 
People Bef ore Profit Programme at 
peoplebefore-profit.com 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

PROTESTS TOOK place 
against Cineworld’s 
job cuts including in 
Chesterfield (above) and 
York (left) 

IN THIS WEEK

 1965
HUNDREDS of thousands 
of protesters joined 
demonstrations across 
the US gainst the 
Vietnam war. 

The protests, 
organised by the National 
Coordinating Committee 
to End the War in 
Vietnam, were also one 
of the first places where 
people burnt their draft 
cards. 

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5607 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

Socialist Worker is an important 
voice in the serious left. 
We need newspapers that remind 
us of our socialist principles—
diverse viewpoints but always unity 
in action
Ken Loach
film maker and activist

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker gives a voice to the 
people fighting for a better world. 
Throughout the pandemic it has taken on  
the racist scapegoating and anti working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes and 
protests that can beat back the bosses 
and bigots. We are asking everyone who 
enjoys Socialist Worker to donate as much 
as they can to help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£61,344
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 Three-tier  
 system is  
 not enough  
 to contain  
 coronavirus
by ISABEL RINGROSE

BORIS JOHNSON announced a 
new three-tier lockdown system 
for England on Monday in his lat-
est attempt to control the virus.

The new system will bring in 
three categories with different levels 
of restrictions.

“Very high risk” means pubs, bars, 
gyms and casinos must shut, while 
in “high risk” areas indoor mixing 
between households is banned. 
“Medium risk” places stay under cur-
rent national restrictions.

And there’s a fourth tier in prep-
aration of “very high risk plus” for 
when the figures worsen, as they 
surely will, in some areas.  

Regions will be shunted from one 
tier to another based on little or no 
evidence. 

The government is not “following 
the science” as it often claims. Three 
weeks ago the Sage committee 
of experts warned of a “very 
large epidemic with catastrophic 
consequences”. 

Johnson and his cabinet did 
not implement the measures they 
advised. 

And shutting pubs won’t work 
when there’s no action in universi-
ties, schools and many workplaces. 

Infections will spiral if students 
remain crammed into cramped 
accommodation and universities 
resist online teaching. 

Schools need more funds and 
more staff. Workers need stronger 
rights to refuse unsafe conditions.

Package
You can’t have an effective health 
strategy that works without also 
transforming the support package 
for workers and unemployed people.

Instead of cutting back on the fur-
lough scheme, it should be extended.

How will soaring joblessness, 
increased poverty and evictions help 
curb coronavirus?

How will workers with symptoms 
of the virus feel confident to stay 
away from work when they can’t 
afford to survive on the less than 
£100 a week sick benefit? 

The new restrictions follow weeks 
of measures that have utterly failed 

to keep infection rates low.
Many working class people are 

rightly furious. 
For more than six months 

the Tories have ruined every 
chance they’ve had at managing 
coronavirus. 

They locked down too late, 
allowed the virus to kill over  
18,000 people in care homes and 
left the NHS without crucial equip-
ment and staff.  

They wasted the summer urging 
people to get back to work and lift-
ing restrictions when they should 
have been preparing for the next 
wave.

Test and trace is a privatised mess. 
Figures from last week showed that 
in England it had suffered its worst 
ever week for the proportion of con-
tacts it manages to successfully track 
down.

Last weekend the number of coro-
navirus admissions to hospitals rose 
to a higher level than they were in 
March, when the nationwide lock-
down was announced.

Johnson stressed, “This package 
depends on public support.”

For any sort of lockdown to be 
successful it must put health and 
workers first. But this clashes with 
the Tories’ unrelenting prioritisation 
of profit. 

The Tories cannot be trusted with 
our lives.

BACK STORY
The Tories have unveiled a new 
coronavirus lockdown system
lIt will impose different levels of 
restrictions in different areas
lBut far from ‘following the 
science’ the new plan is driven by 
a desire to keep profits flowing
lSo the Tories will do nothing 
to combat unsafe universities, 
schools or workplaces
lThey also refuse to put in place 
support measures to enable 
people to isolate and stay safe 

BORIS JOHNSON unveiling his three-tier lockdown plan on Monday  Picture: Number 10/Flickr

Chancellor Sunak’s latest measures 
won’t help enough workers in crisis
by CHARLIE KIMBER

TORY CHANCELLOR Rishi Sunak 
said on Friday that spreading 
coronavirus lockdowns have forced 
him to advance an additional 
measure.

The government will pay bosses 
two thirds of the wages of staff 
in pubs, restaurants and other 
businesses if they have to close 
under new restrictions.

A pay cut of a third will push 
more workers into poverty, and the 
scheme won’t save enough jobs.

The Labour Party said that fewer 
than one in 15 jobs in shut-down 
businesses stand to benefit from 
the expansion of the job support 
scheme.

Workers in sectors such as 
weddings, cinemas and events 
and conferences, which are not 
“legally closed” but have been 
forced to “shut in all but name” 
will not enjoy protections from the 
programme.

The British economy grew less 
than expected in August, despite 
looser restrictions and a boost from 
Sunak’s coronavirus-spreading “Eat 
out to help out” scheme.

Gross domestic product grew by 

2.1 percent in August compared 
with the previous month, 
according to data from the Office 
for National Statistics.

However, this growth was 
much slower than the 4.6 percent 
forecast.

It’s time for a fightback. But 
trade union leaders are too often 
simply accepting the cuts as 

inevitable. The National Trust said 
this week that it was removing 
1,300 jobs. 

But because this is less than 
the compulsory redundancies 
originally projected, one union said 
it was acceptable.

Mike Clancy, general secretary 
of the Prospect union, said, “The 
current plan, while  
devastating for those who 
are losing jobs they love, is a 
reasonable way to move forward, 
minimising job losses while 
hopefully safeguarding the 
National Trust’s future.”

As Cineworld threatened  
 5,500 job cuts, the workers’ union 
offered only warm words.

Head of the Bectu union 
Philippa Childs said, “It is our 
expectation that Cineworld 
will continue to fulfil its legal 
obligations with respect to its 
employees, retain as many as 
possible, and that those it has to let 
go will be done so on as positive 
terms as possible.”

This is a green light for ruthless 
bosses to carry on cutting.

It will take occupations, 
strikes and protests to stop mass 
unemployment and falling  
pay.

Nothing to smile about

More jobs under threat 
after big store collapses
THE JOBS slaughter 
is gathering pace.

Edinburgh Woollen 
Mill (EWM), which 
owns the Peacocks, 
Jaeger, Ponden Mill 
and Austin Reed as 
well as its own stores 
is close to collapse. 
Some 24,000 jobs are 
under threat.

The company has 
lodged a notice of 
intention to appoint 
administrators to 
look for potential 
buyers.

The move by 
EWM, owned by 
billionaire Philip Day, 
will see insolvency 
specialists spend ten 
days carrying out an 
urgent review ahead 
of further action.

All stores will 
continue trading 
for now, the 
company added, but 
“significant changes 
are expected”.

Day lives in 
Switzerland but has 
an office in Dubai and 
a castle in Cumbria. 
Last year he pocketed 
a £16 million 
dividend.

The company 
said that it has 

been hit hard by 
allegations that the 
retailer and several 
rivals failed to pay 
some Bangladeshi 
suppliers during 
lockdown.

This was said to 
be an attempt to cut 
costs for clothes that 
were unlikely to sell.

The firm denies 
the allegations.

EWM is not the 
only firm where job 
cuts are looming. 
Earlier this week 
Greene King brewers 
said 800 jobs would 

go. And Manchester 
Airport Group 
warned that 892 jobs 
could be cut across 
three British airports.

School trip 
specialist PGL has 
said it will cut 670 
jobs—a quarter of its 
workforce.

The Tories’ 
furlough scheme is 
due to close at the 
end of this month.

And every day 
there is news of more 
jobs going or more 
bosses demanding 
pay cuts.

Edinburgh Woollen Mill

Covid-19 spreads in prisons
AN OUTBREAK of 
coronavirus in HMP 
Barlinnie in Glasgow 
—Scotland’s largest 
prison—has forced 256 
inmates into isolation.

The lockdown 
comes after five 
staff members and 
two prisoners tested 
positive. This follows 
an outbreak at the 
HMP Lowdham Grange 

in Nottinghamshire 
that recorded positive 
infections of 77 
prisoners and 39 
workers.

And seven miles 
away ten members of 
staff and two prisoners 
tested positive for 
the virus at HMP 
Nottingham.

Prisoners can be 
locked in their cells 

for up to 23 hours a 
day with limited time 
to wash and eat.

Around 530 
prisoners have tested 
positive for Covid-19 
since the start of the 
pandemic. And as 
of August, there had 
been 44 deaths. 

A prison sentence 
should not be a death 
sentence.

School children go hungry
AS HALF term 
approaches it could 
mean hunger for many 
children. Around 
one million pupils 
have registered for 
free school meals 
since the Covid-19 
pandemic began. 

This is on top 
of the 1.4 million 
children who were 
already claiming the 
assistance.

There were no 
plans at the start of 
this week to extend 
the government’s £15 
a week holiday food 
voucher scheme for 
children on free school 
meals over half-term.

The period 
coincides with the 
end of the existing job 
retention scheme.

The impact of 
the pandemic and 
economic crisis has 
meant families that 
did not normally claim 
free school meals 
have been forced to 
register. Campaigners 
are urging ministers to 
widen eligibility to all 
children up to 16 years 
of age whose families 
are claiming universal 
credit.

And Covid-19 
measures mean some 
school canteens are 
not fully functional.

Only 45 percent 
of 1,000 children 
surveyed said their 
canteens were running 
as usual.

This means that 
even when children 
are eligible for free 
school lunches, many 
are missing out on a 
hot meal.
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THE REAL DIVIDE ACROSS  
BRITAIN IS CLASS 

 C
ORONAVIRUS has 
highlighted deep class 
divisions across British 
society. But for the 
mainstream press in 

England, the divide is between the 
North and South. 

Around two thirds of the 
population in the north and a fifth 
of the population in the Midlands 
face more stringent lockdown 
restrictions. Not a single area 
south of Birmingham is affected. 

Leading figures in the Labour 
Party claim the Tories’ problem 
in dealing with the virus is a 
“London-centric” approach. 

Andy Burnham, Labour mayor 
of Greater Manchester, has 
appointed himself spokesperson 
for the north. He is leading the 
charge of Labour mayors across 
northern cities against further 
lockdown restrictions without 
their consultation. 

The Tories’ approach is 
inadequate, incompetent and 
driven by the interests of big 
business to keep profits flowing. 

They had to be pressured to 
promise local furlough schemes in 
northern areas facing lockdown 
restrictions—yet these still 
leave thousands of workers at 
risk of redundancy.  But Labour 

leaders’ objections start from 
“the economy”—not the need to 
suppress coronavirus.

Sacha Lord, Greater 
Manchester’s night time economy 
adviser, is heading up a group to 
challenge the government over its 
measures with a judicial review.

This is underpinned by a 
political strategy. Labour is trying 
to win back voters in the north—
or at least hold onto the ones the 
party didn’t lose to the Tories at 
the last general election. 

And mayors and council leaders 
hope to do this by showing they’re 
“standing up to Westminster”. 

As coronavirus cases and 
hospitalisations rise across Britain, 
we need to assert that the real 
division is class.  The Tories’ and 
bosses’ disregard for working 

class people’s health and lives is 
the same whether in London or 
Liverpool.

If you’re a frontline worker, 
having to catch public transport, 
go into an unsafe workplace or 
live in poor and overcrowded 
conditions, you are at greater risk 
of catching the virus. 

These inequalities are 
compounded by systematic racism. 

But the virus isn’t the only 
threat to working class people.

The Tories and bosses have 
made clear they will try to make 
workers pay for the coronavirus 
crisis with their livelihoods. This 
threat was underlined by the latest 
unemployment figures, which saw 
the rate jump by 4.5 percent. 

In the face of the assault on 
working class people, we need 
strikes and protests that can unite 
workers against the government. 

Resistance is not going to 
come from the Labour Party. Sir 
Keir Starmer continues to lick 
the nearest boot he can find to 
prove to the British state and 
business that he is responsible and 
respectable. 

He is fond of saying that the 
Tories are “holding Britain back”. 
But it’s Starmer’s politics that 
holds our class back.

MPs CASH IN DESPITE CRISIS
 UNEMPLOYMENT IS soaring 

and average pay is falling. 
Millions of Britain’s poorest 

households could see their 
incomes cut by £20 a week from 
April, when a temporary rise in 
Universal Credit is due to expire.

Yet MPs are in line for a £3,000 
a year pay rise. Those who are 
presiding over failure are now to 
be rewarded.

The Independent Parliamentary 
Standards Authority—responsible 
for overseeing MPs’ pay, pensions 
and expenses—has recommended 
they get the rise from April next 

year.  The body said that given 
the “scale of future economic 
uncertainty arising from the 
coronavirus pandemic” it would 
use the same formula it used to 
calculate pay rises in the past. 

The latest rise would be added 
to MPs’ £81,932 basic salary—and 
they often receive wages from 
second jobs, plus expenses. 

And then there are the bribes 
and favours.

Once again, it’s one rule for 
them and another for us. 

MPs were happy to line up for 
photo opportunities for “clap for 

carers” during the first national 
lockdown. 

But they ignored health 
workers’ protests and demands 
for a decent pay rise in July and 
August. 

Content with allowing essential 
workers pennies for pay, they’re 
all too happy to stuff their pockets 
with ever-increasing amounts of 
cash. 

There are two coronavirus 
pandemics sweeping across 
Britain—one softened by 
privilege and power, and the one 
experienced by the rest of us.

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

Disregard for 
working class 
people is the 
same everywhere

‘‘ 
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The sickness coming 
from the White House
THERE ARE three things to understand about Donald 
Trump at present. The first is that he may be incoherent 
and self-obsessed, but he’s not a fool.

The New York Times newspaper’s revelations about his 
tax-dodging show this. Trump has been able to leverage 
a billionaire lifestyle and status out of a mixture of debt, 
celebrity, and using huge business losses to offset his taxes.

Sure, his elaborate system of financial dodges must have 
been devised by clever lawyers and accountants, but he 
hired them.

He’s like Augustus Melmotte, the financier in Anthony 
Trollope’s novel The Way We Live Now, whose vast fortune 
proves to be a myth. If Trump weren’t president he might 
already have been engulfed in the kind of ruin that drives 
Melmotte to suicide. 

Secondly, Trump isn’t a fascist but he is building fascism 
in the US. He has the kind of ultra right wing views that have 
long been common among the US super-rich. 

But he’s too obsessed with his personal status and wealth to 
be interested in creating a new regime. And big capital doesn’t 
need fascism to crush the US’s weakened trade unions.

But Trump is badly behind in the presidential contest with 
the Democrats’ Joe Biden. To have any chance of re-election, 
he has simultaneously to motivate his mainly white  
small-town supporters to vote and keep Democrats away 
from the ballot box.

The latter partly involves various semi-legal measures 
devised by Republican state legislatures to reduce voter 
turnout, particularly among the poor and African-Americans. 
But Trump is also relying on intimidation. 

For this he needs the armed and belligerent far right 
gangs he mobilised against the Black Lives Matter protests. 
Hence Trump’s appeal to one of these gangs, the Proud Boys, 
in the presidential debate a fortnight ago, to “stand back and 
stand by”.

What they’re standing by for is election day, 3 November. 
Trump’s son Donald Junior has called on “every able-bodied 
man, woman to join army for Trump’s election security 
operation”. Expect the far right militias to be out in force at 
polling stations to scare Biden voters away.

Thirdly, Trump is in trouble. Catching Covid-19 was a 
disaster for him. Nor was it an accident. 

Unmasked
The virus has been sweeping through the Republican 
hierarchy. They were packed together mostly unmasked 
three weeks ago to celebrate Trump’s nomination of the right 
wing judge Amy Coney Barrett to the Supreme Court. 

The US government’s chief infectious disease expert 
Anthony Fauci called it a “super-spreader event”. 

Trump’s mishandling of the pandemic was already a big 
hit against him in the race with Biden. Now he’s caught. He’s 
fed the Covid-scepticism and conspiracy theories rife among 
his hardcore supporters. 

So he has to be seen conquering the disease. Hence 
the absurd mask removing ceremonies that he’s been 
staging since his return to the White House. And he needs 
to campaign to mobilise his base to turn out to vote and 
terrorise the other side.

But Trump’s folly in ignoring social distancing rules and 
refusing for months to mask up has already done him a lot of 
damage, especially with older voters. 

Even a close Republican ally like Senate majority leader 
Mitch McConnell says he hasn’t been to the White House for 
months. He says he “personally didn’t feel that they were 
approaching the protection from this illness” appropriately. 

In resuming campaigning while still apparently testing 
positive, Trump is endangering everyone near him. Already 
Biden is one percentage point ahead among over-65 voters 
in one key swing state, Florida. In 2016 Trump led among 
them by 17 points.

Many commentators now argue Trump is heading 
towards defeat. This may be true, though it would be very 
rash to write him off. But even if he does lose, he will leave 
behind him a terrible legacy. He has given the far right a 
confidence, a profile, and a national perspective that they 
lacked before. 

Biden and the Democratic establishment offer nothing to 
counter them.

 Protesters at Jones’ Hill Wood in Buckinghamshire have fought to stop trees being destroyed  

Treetop protesters rebel 
against the HS2 rail project
by SARAH BATES

TREETOP activists remain 
determined to halt the 
destruction of ancient 
woodlands along the route 
of the HS2 high speed 
railway.

Activists from across Britain 
blocked all entrances to the 
135-acre tunneling site near 
West Hyde in the Chilterns 
last Friday. 

A t  t h e  s i t e  n e a r 
Buckinghamshire-village 
Denham, £16 million tunnel 
boring machines are  due to 
break into the Chilterns in 
early 2021. 

Dozens of activists from 
Extinction Rebellion (XR) and 
Stop HS2 locked themselves 
together  and c l imbed 
bamboo structures to disrupt  
works. 

Eradicate
Rob Callender from XR 
said the project “is about 
to permanently eradicate 
hundreds of miles of habitats for  
living, interacting natural 
species”. 

“If you’re at home, you 
have to consider getting out 
here and fighting for nature 
and reparations because we 
don’t have any more time,” 
he said. 

“They can resell the tunnel 
machines. This is the end of 
the line for HS2.”

Activists face bullying by 
the privately-run National 

Eviction Team (NET), which 
wants to clear them out of 
trees (see box). 

Their team is closing in on 
the protection camps formed 
by activists along the route of 
destruction. 

Jones’  Hil l  Wood in 
Buckinghamshire has become 
a scene of major resistance. 

Over a dozen protesters 
were arrested last week as 
they resisted eviction for more 
than a week. 

P e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n 

occupying the wood for seven 
months and tensions flared as 
the eviction team moved in.

Tree protector Pigeon 
said, “This is not just about 
a railway, it’s not just about 
keeping these trees standing. 

“ I t ’ s  about  res is t ing 
the brutality of the state  
evicting people from their 
homes, uncompensated, on 
behalf of corporate interests.”

HS2, which is expected to 
cost at least £106 billion, has 
been billed as a way to better 
connect northern cities to 
the City in London financial 
district. 

Protesters are concerned 
about how the project will 
deepen climate catastrophe 
and impact on local wildlife.

Lawyers for Nature said, 
“We’ve been working with 
independent ecologists who 
have recorded evidence of 
rare barbastelle bats in Jones’ 
Hill Wood.

“Further enquiries sug-
gest that HS2 does not have a 
licence from Natural England 
to disturb bats at the site, or 
to damage and destroy their 
roosts.”

The group called on Natural 
England to enforce the law if 
HS2 ignores it.

HS2 is an expensive vanity 
project, pushed by the Tories 
to hand out lucrative con-
tracts to private construction 
firms. 

It contributes to climate 
chaos and wreaks devastation 
on local habitats.

Violence comes 
from contractors
THE NATIONAL 
Eviction Team (NET) is 
a privately-owned firm 
specialising in “evictions 
of trespassers, unwanted 
environmental protesters 
and squatters”.

Four NET workers 
have been suspended 
after three activists 
were set upon in a 
hotel car park. 

It left one with 
a broken jaw. 

Activist Alex said he 
had driven into the car 
park of Ramada hotel in 
Warwickshire to assess 
how many bailiffs might 
be at the protection 

camps the next morning. 
“As we turned around 

in the car park one 
of them blocked us 
from leaving with his 
vehicle,”  he said. 

He added that they 
“forced entry to our 
car and took the key, 
although I was able 
to snatch it back”. 

“They wanted us to 
get out and fight but 
we are totally non-
violent,” said Alex. 

“Eventually someone 
opened the car, 
punched me in the face 
at least three times 
and broke my jaw.”

Defending a wild pear  tree
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 Anti-racist conference ready  
 to take on Tory scapegoating 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

ACTIVISTS ARE gearing up for 
the Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
international conference sched-
uled for this weekend.

The two-day conference, with 
online workshops and plenaries, 
is a chance to discuss how to take 
forward the fight against racist 
scapegoating and the far right. 

Greek anti-fascists, fresh from 
their landmark victory over Golden 
Dawn, will speak at the conference 
(see page 17). 

Thanasis Kampagiannis, a lawyer 
in the trial that branded the Nazi 
party a “criminal organisation”, is 
billed to speak on Saturday night. 

He will be joined by anti-racist 
campaigners from the US, Brazil, 
France and Germany.  They include 
Martvs Chagas of the Labour-type 
PT party in Brazil, where people are 
standing up to the far right presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro. 

Mahamadou Camara will tell 
of the justice campaign for his 
brother Gaye Camara, a black man 
murdered by the French police. 

At sessions on the follow-
ing day, billed speakers include 
Labour MPs Diane Abbott, Bell  
Ribeiro-Addy and Kate Osamor, 
and NEU union joint general secre-
tary Kevin Courtney.

Workshops include, “The fight 
against health inequalities,” 
“Decolonising the curriculum,” and 
“Refugees Welcome Here.”

Repression
The conference comes as the Tories 
ramp up repression against refu-
gees trying to make it to safety in 
Britain.  The latest plan includes 
using nets to stop boats making it  
across the English Channel from 
France. 

Hundreds of refugees, who 
have fled war, dictatorship and 
poverty, are trapped in makeshift 
settlements facing daily police 
harassment around Calais and 
Dunkirk. 

Dan O’Mahoney, the Clandestine 
Channel Threat Commander, 
outlined the strategy to the right 
wing Daily Telegraph newspaper. 
He described how the nets would 
“safely disable the engine”, allowing 
British authorities to return the 
refugees to France. 

The plan is the latest in Home 
Off ice  “b lue-sky  th inking” . 
Proposals reportedly being consid-
ered included processing asylum 
seekers on decommissioned oil 
rigs or an Atlantic island and wave 
machines to repel their boats.

Britain’s racist immigration 
system means refugees are forced 
to take dangerous routes. 

And those who make the peril-
ous journey are faced with years 

of living with threats of detention  
and deportation and living in 
squalor.

The horror that many refugees 
and migrants face was revealed in 
a trial relating to the Essex lorry 
deaths last October. 

The Old Bailey court in London 
heard how the 39 Vietnamese 
migrants made desperate phone 
calls to family and emergency ser-
vices from refrigerated van. 

One migrant, Nguyen Tho Tuan, 
recorded a message to his wife, 
child and mother. “It’s Tuan. I 
am sorry,” he said. “I cannot take 
care of you. I am sorry. I am sorry. 
I cannot breathe. I want to come 
back to my family. Have a good 
life.”

Anti-racists have to fight for 
refugees’ right to come to Britain 
safely—and to stay. 

Stand up to Racism International 
Conference - Sat 17-18 October 
eventbrite.co.uk/e/stand-up-to-
racism-international-conference-
tickets-119722971631

CAMPAIGNERS WILL be thrashing out how to defeat the latest plans to deter refugees

Austrian Nazis lose election
AUSTRIA’S FASCIST Freedom 
Party suffered heavy losses 
in regional elections in the 
capital Vienna on Sunday. 

Preliminary results showed 
the Labour-type SPO had 
topped the poll with  
41.7 percent of the vote,  
2 percent higher than in  
2015.

The right wing Tory OVP 
came second, almost doubling 
its vote to 18.7 percent.

The Greens came third 
with 14 percent and the 
liberals of the NEOS party 
fifth with 7.8 percent. 

The Freedom Party 
haemorrhaged support—
dropping from 31 percent at 
the last election to 7 percent. 

Once postal votes are 
counted, it’s possible that the 

fascists won’t make it over the  
5 percent threshold to get MPs. 

The Freedom Party was 
the junior partner in a 
coalition government led by 
Tory Sebastian Kurz, who 
aped many of their policies, 
between 2017 and 2019. 

The Tory Nazi coalition 
faced opposition on the streets 
from the beginning. Huge 
protests erupted after the Ibiza 
corruption scandal, centred 
on former fascist party leader 
Heinz Christian Strache.

This forced the fall 
of the coalition in 2019 
and fresh elections.  

Without sustained 
opposition from the  
anti-fascist movement, the 
Freedom Party would not 
have been pushed back. 

PROTESTS
Confronting 
the hostile 
environment
MIGRANTS’ RIGHTS groups 
protested against Britain’s brutal 
immigration system last weekend 
as they marked the ten year 
anniversary of Jimmy Mubenga’s 
death.

Jimmy, an Angolan man, died 
on 12 October 2010 after a G4S 
guard restricted his breathing a 
British Airways deportation flight. 

Anti-racists took part in a 
weekend of action against the 

hostile environment and rallied 
outside the Home Office in central 
London on Monday night. 

The previous day supporters of 
Abergavenny Town of Sanctuary 
climbed the Sugar Loaf Mountain 
in South Wales and unfurled a 
60-foot banner. They also handed 
out myth-busting leaflets about 
refugees in the town. 

Other actions against the 
hostile environment took place 
in Hastings, Bristol, Sheffield, 
Manchester and Cambridge. 

Akram Salhab, the advocacy 
and campaigns officer of Migrants 
Organise, said, “Jimmy’s killing 
was shocking for many people. 

“It’s sobering to think that ten 
years on things have only got 
worse. Now they’re talking about 
putting people offshore, on ferries 
and oil rigs.

“We couldn’t let this 
anniversary come to pass without 
commemorating it in some way, 
and committing ourselves to 
achieving justice for those killed.”

Activists also highlighted the 
case of Zimbabwean asylum 
seeker Simba Mujakachi and 
demanded an end to NHS migrant 
charges. 

In November 2019 Simba 
received an NHS treatment bill 
for more than £93,000 after he 
suffered a stroke.

Simba, an asylum seeker 
rejected by the Tories’ system, 
has to pay increased charges for 
health care as part of the Tories 
“hostile environment”. 

This policy meant he stopped 
going for treatment for a  
blood-clotting condition.

 Sharing the anti-racist message
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 Farm workers in the US  
 face new attacks on pay
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

THE US government is helping 
farm bosses to cut their workers’ 
wages in the middle of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The  US  Depa r tmen t  o f 
Agriculture last week said it would 
stop conducting the Farm Labor 
Survey, which is traditionally used 
to set wages.

Many fear bosses will now find 
it easier to pay their workers much 
less. And US farm workers already 
earn a paltry 13 dollars an hour on 
average.

The 205,000 farm workers 
across the US, mostly migrants, 
are officially considered “essential 
workers”. 

Yet bosses ruthlessly exploit 
them, routinely cheating them out 
of their wages. 

The Southern Poverty Law 
Centre filed a class action lawsuit on 
behalf of migrant workers, working 
for Lowry Farms contractors in 
Arkansas earlier this year. 

Bosses had withheld wages 
and paid workers less than the 
minimum wage.

“We were treated like slaves, 
that’s what made me feel the 
worst,” said one worker. “I felt pres-
sured by the overall treatment we 
were receiving and the amount of 
work that was demanded of us.”

Toxic
When wildfires hit California they 
clogged the air with toxic fumes. 

All workers who work outside 
in the state are required to wear a 
mask when air quality is bad. But 
in a poll of farm workers, hundreds 
reported that they didn’t receive 
any.

Farm worker Carina said 
there was a box of masks at her 
 workplace—but her supervisor 

said they could only be used if an 
inspector visited.

“It’s just hard,” she told The Bee 
newspaper in August. “It’s like they 
don’t think we are human.”

Covid-19 has spread unchecked 
through farms and food  processing 
plants, with many workers  reporting 
that they haven’t received personal 
protective equipment (PPE).

Monica Ramirez is the  president 
and founder of the non-profit 
Justice for Migrant Women group. 

“During this time, when farm-
workers have been deemed essen-
tial workers, they’ve not been 
extended essential rights and 
 benefits,” she said.

In June a group of 50 workers 
went on strike in Wasco, California, 
after dozens of workers tested pos-
itive for Covid-19. Workers had 
learned about the cases two weeks 
after their colleagues began to get 
sick.

And in the Yakima Valley in 
Washington, hundreds of fruit 
pickers took part in wildcat strikes 
against seven fruit companies in 
May.

The treatment of mostly migrant 
agricultural workers exposes a 
racist immigration system that 
uses migrants to make profits for 
the bosses. 

But workers are showing that 
resistance is possible.

On other pages...
The trial of the Chicago Eight 
>>Pages 14&15

 Turkey ships  
 ratchet up  
 war threats
TENSIONS BETWEEN the 
Turkish and Greek governments 
were again ratcheted up last 
week. 

The Turkish navy announced 
that its “fossil fuel research” 
ships would return to 
disputed areas of the eastern 
Mediterranean.

The Oruc Reis ship will 
travel near the Greek island 
of Kastellorizo as part of its 
operation.

It will be joined by two other 
vessels, the Ataman and Cengiz 
Han, and plans to remain in the 
area for ten days.

Relations between Greece 
and Turkey were strained in 
August after the exploration 
ship entered disputed waters, 
flanked by warships. 

President Erdogan claimed 
the ship was on a mission to 
research “seismic activity”—
even though Greece lays claim 
to the waters, which could hold 
natural gas.

Control
The two states are vying with 
each other for control. 

Greece and its backers—
including Israel, Egypt and 
the European Union (EU)—
want a pipeline across the sea 
controlled by Athens. 

They are eager to curtail 
Turkish military and economic 
power which has played a 
decisive role in the war in 
nearby Syria.

Turkey is keen to flex its 
muscles in response, with 
president Erdogan insisting 
his country will “take what it’s 
entitled to”.

At a summit earlier in 
October, the EU threatened to 
place sanctions on Turkey if it 
failed to stop what it considered 
illegal drilling and energy 
exploration in waters claimed by 
Cyprus and Greece.

Erdogan’s government called 
the threat “unconstructive.”

The increasing militarisation 
of this part of the Mediterranean 
is a danger to all workers.

Unity is the only way to 
resist the machinations of these 
powers.

FIGURE IT OUT
 3  ships—how many 

vessels Turkey 
will send to an 
area of disputed 
waters near the 
Greek island of 
Kastellorizo

 10  days—how long the 
ships are expected 
to spend carrying 
out ‘seismic 
research’— or 
looking for natural 
gas

SOUTH AFRICA

 ‘We are prepared for war over peanuts increases’
OVER THREE million workers 
in South Africa’s four largest 
trade union federations held a 
national strike on Wednesday of 
last week.

There is deep anger against 
the ANC government led by 
president Cyril Ramaphosa, the 
multi-millionaire and former 
trade union leader.

The main issues of the 
strike were job losses, wage 
cuts, government corruption, 
gender-based violence and 
assaults on workers’ rights.

Coronavirus restrictions have 
hit South Africa hard. Between 
April and June some 2.2 million 
South Africans lost their jobs. And 

30 percent of the workforce was 
unemployed before the pandemic.

The strike hit schools, 
manufacturing, metal firms, 
transport and carmakers.

Cosatu, the biggest federation, 
is again coming under pressure 
to break from its usual electoral 
backing for the ANC.

Its chair for Gauteng province, 
Amos Monyela, said, “Cabinet 
ministers who we elected are not 
fighting for workers.

“Those we elected do not want 
to deliver. We are saying we will 
indeed withhold our vote if we 
are not engaged in immediate 
discussions.”

The one-day strike is adding 

to other struggles.
Workers in the NUMSA union 

have been on an indefinite strike 
over pay for over a week on 
the Gautrain rail link between 
Johannesburg and Pretoria.

Miners at De Beers, Exxaro 
and Petra Diamonds have also 
given notice of strikes.

“It is going to be a big, big 
fight,” said William Mabapa, 
NUM union chief negotiator.

“Food prices, fuel prices 
and general inflation have 
sky-rocketed. There is just no 
room for peanuts increases and 
for that, we are prepared for 
war.”
Charlie KimberWorkers struck last week
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...but not a 
drop to drink
IT’S BEEN more than  
12 hours since the water 
stopped running in large 
parts of east London, 
mid-pandemic.

A major pipe leak 
means no water at all 
for drinking, cooking, 
washing, flushing toilets.

About a mile from here 
is the famous Abbey Mills 
pumping station. It was 
built in the 1860s when 
it became clear—because 
of regular cholera 
outbreaks—that a supply 
of clean drinking water 
and efficient sewage 
system should be an 
essential public service.

Thames Water today is 
owned by an international 
consortium based in 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
China and Canada. 

Its new boss is on a 
salary of £750,000 plus, 
with bonuses.

It has been pissing 
rain for a fortnight but 
there’s none in the taps.

Jack Robertson
East London

Tests where 
we didn’t Excel
THERE HAS been much 
mocking of Public Health 
England for collecting 
data of Covid-19 
infections on an Excel 
spreadsheet. 

That it used a version 
of that programme that 
was discontinued  
13 years ago has us all 
with our mouths open.

But is anyone asking 
why the public body is 
using such antiquated 
software? The answer is 
years of cutbacks.

John Backus
California, US

We need TV 
licence protest
BRITISH STATE pensions 
are terrible but as a sop 
over 75s have been given 
free TV licences.

A few years ago the 
government passed 
responsibility for that 
to the BBC. This was 
clearly uneconomic for 
the BBC, so now they are 
taking them away.

In ordinary times 
pensioner groups could 
have held meetings to 
combat this but that is 
not possible now. 

But a letter to my 
local paper resulted in 
nine people phoning me 
to say they won’t pay.

The best first step 
is to use the reply paid 
envelope from the BBC 
to send them a letter 
saying why.

George Arthur
Barnsley, South Yorkshire

Just a 
thought...

Rishi Sunak is right, art is for losers 
TORY CHANCELLOR Rishi 
Sunak is bang on the 
money!

Us artists really need to 
find something useful to do 
and make a proper 
contribution to society.

Anyone who expects to 
be able to sit around 
scribbling or singing or 
acting or something like that 
should take a reality check.

The nanny state isn’t 
here to help with your 
pathetic neediness.

No! We need to stand on 
our own two feet and 
retrain as something more 
beneficial to society.

 I am personally already 

working hard retraining as 
an Etonian. There’s no 
shortage of jobs for them, 
and the opportunities are 
very remunerative.

What’s more you don’t 
need to be good or even 
interested in your job.

The downside with the 
arts is the pesky 
commitment to doing it as 
well as you can—and 
making sacrifices to do that, 
while having to do other 
jobs to get by.

And let’s face it there is 
too much art already, 
cluttering up our houses and 
distracting us from working.

So that’s it from me, 

you’ll probably see me on 
telly soon telling you about 
some “difficult choices” that 
need to be made regarding 
your hospital or school.

Good luck losers.
Tim Sanders
East London 

Closed NHS 
led to more 
cancers
IT IS appalling that Breast 
Cancer Awareness month 
sees ordinary people being 
urged to raise money for 
cancer charities while a 
chronically underfunded 
NHS is unable to deliver 
basic screening and 
treatment.

As an NHS worker I’m 
angry about the 
government’s pandemic 
strategy to close vital 
services to deal with Covid 
admissions, rather than 
expanding resources. 

That left people with 
life-threatening conditions 
without tests and 
treatment.

The closures mean 
around a million women in 
Britain have missed breast 
screening. An estimated 
8,600 women are likely to 
have undetected breast 
cancer currently.

Breast cancer is the 
leading cause of cancer 
death in women.

In my NHS Trust we 
recently discussed sobering 
figures on detection and 
treatment of all cancers.

Between April and June 
there were 250,000 fewer 
urgent cancer referrals in 
England, meaning signs 
were not being picked up 
through screening.

In the same short period 
around 25,000 fewer 
patients were able to start 
their first cancer treatment.

Time matters with cancer 
and I find it unbearable 
that the government is 
focused on whether 
companies can make profit. 

Meanwhile the 
preventable death toll of the 
pandemic rises in ways we 
will continue to discover.

Diana Swingler
East London

You’ve got it wrong 
on Cyprus division
YOUR ARTICLE on Cyprus 
(Socialist Worker, 
6 September) while 
informative and interesting, 
contains a few errors.

To claim that the reason 
the division of the island 
was due to British 
machinations—as the 
headline “How British 
imperialism split Cyprus” 
does—while understandable 
for a British audience, hides 
the responsibility of the 
local ruling class.

They were in fact the 
main culprit.

The Communist Party 

wrongly supported Enosis 
(union with Greece) from 
1948 to 1978.

It took them four years 
after the coup and the war 
of 1974 to reverse this 
policy. The article fails to 
mention this, let alone try 
to explain it. 

Also, by 1974 nationalist 
colonel George Grivas was 
dead. His guerrilla 
organisation backed the 
military coup organised by 
the Greek junta and not the 
other way round. 

Demetrios Hadjidemetriou
North London

No job leaves me asking 
what was point of college 
FINALLY GRADUATING from 
university after three years is an 
overwhelming feeling.

For most people, it would 
probably be a little scary, but 
mostly exciting. But for those of us 
who graduated during a pandemic, 
it is just scary.

Since I finished my course it has 
felt like one endless scroll down 
job websites.

I’ve applied for anything that 
could help me earn a little money 
so I can move away from home 
and start the career I spent three 
years studying for.

But three months down the line 
with no luck, I feel further away 
from that goal than when I started. 

At this point I would take any 

job. My future career in the industry 
I studied so hard to prepare for 
seems like a distant fantasy.

But it is not just me.
Most of my university friends are 

in the same boat—all of us being in 
the age group which has been hit 
the hardest by coronavirus-induced 
unemployment.

Since May, 156,000 16-24 year 
olds have lost their jobs, and 
hundreds of thousands more like 
me are unable to get one.

Of course, coronavirus has hit 
everybody hard, but especially so 
for those working in the retail and 
hospitality sectors—which 
predominantly employ young 
people.

In times of economic hardship, 

we are usually first out the door. 
Us graduates are now unable to 

access the basic but essential 
entry-level jobs that we rely on to 
get a step-up into the careers job 
market.

It is a major setback that I didn’t 
account for when planning for my 
future.

Many of us who attended 
university did so because we 
believed it would give us an edge 
when entering the job market. 
Despite being expensive, it seemed 
like a worthwhile investment.

But at this point, it just feels like 
a colossal waste of time, energy, 
and money.

Becky Watson
London

Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ
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 HERDED
 TO OUR 
 DEATHS?
Some scientists are debating whether herd immunity 
is the best way to control coronavirus spread. But 
Dr Jonathan Fluxman told Sadie Robinson that this 
method means sacrificing the vulnerable

I
S “HERD immunity” the only way 
to overcome Covid-19?  A group 
of scientists wrote an open  letter 
to the government last week cer-
tainly think so. In the letter they 
stated that, “those who are at 

minimal risk of death live their lives 
normally to build up immunity through 
natural infection”. 

The so-called Great Barrington 
Declaration said this “compassionate 
approach” offers “focused protection” 
for those at higher risk. 

The authors also wrote that it was 
harder to protect large numbers of older 
people in the community, but suggested 
that individuals could shield themselves. 

But retired GP and Doctors in Unite 
union member Dr Jonathan Fluxman 
said it amounts to “social apartheid”. 

“It’s condemning vulnerable people to 
be shut away indefinitely from  society,” 
he told Socialist Worker. “That’s a pretty 
dreadful thing to ask of people. It’s 
reprehensible. 

“I’m 64. I want to be able to go out 
and ride my bike and go to the shops. I 
don’t want to be forced to stay indoors.” 

Importantly, he added that the idea 
that you can prevent any infections by 
shielding vulnerable people is “rubbish”.  

“You can’t seal away millions of 
people from their families and say there 
won’t be any infection,” he said. “Look at 
care homes. Those are places where we 
have tried to shield the most vulnerable, 
and there have been big 
outbreaks. 

“It shows that you 
just can’t do it— it’s not 
feasible.” 

Questioned
Aside from the impris-
oning of millions of 
older and vulnerable 
people,  Jonathan ques-
tioned the usefulness of 
applying herd immunity 
to Covid-19. 

“In theory herd immu-
nity will  ultimately 
work,” he said. “You do 
need a majority of the 
 population to acquire 
some level of immunity 

The concept of herd 
immunity has always 
been applied to 
vaccination 
programmes

‘‘ 

HERD immunity 
strategies that don’t 
involve vaccines pit 
young and more healthy 
people (below) against 
those who are more 
likely to suffer badly if 
they are infected 

Older people, and 
those with health 
vulnerabilities (below), 
are increasingly 
presented as a 
‘problem’ and a ‘drain 
on resources’. Herd 
immunity strategies can 
only make that trend 
worse

Tories’ drive to return to 
‘normal life’ puts profit first
MANY ORDINARY people 
understandably do not want more 
lockdowns and restrictions, and the 
pressures they bring. At the same 
time, they don’t want to risk serious 
ill health or death. 

But it isn’t true that our only 
options are letting the virus rip or 
lockdown. Jonathan pointed out 
that, in many countries, the virus has 
been more effectively contained. 

“It’s interesting how a lot of 
the so-called developed world, 
particularly Italy, Spain, France, 
the US and Britain, has done really 
badly,” he said. 

Jonathan said the politics and 
ideology behind government 
responses to the virus is a key factor 
in explaining the varying death rates. 

“Some countries have taken the 
Donald Trump view that the virus is 
not a problem,” he said. “Trump says 
if you are strong and macho you can 
beat the virus—while the bodies pile 
up around him. 

“In contrast, many Far Eastern 
countries always took the virus 
seriously. In Japan, everybody wore 
masks, and there are good test and 
trace and isolate and support systems. 

“They were able to very quickly 
contact and isolate cases to prevent 
outbreaks spreading more widely in 
the population.” 

Knowledge
Sometimes this has been helped 
by experience. Previous pandemic 
outbreaks in Japan mean there is 
more awareness of the importance 
of safety measures such as wearing 
masks. And test and trace systems 
have already been developed to 
contain viruses. 

Jonathan said failures to contain 
coronavirus can’t be explained by 
lack of knowledge or even lack of 
money. 

“Countries with lots of resources 
and those with very few have all relied 
on tried and tested epidemiological 
methods of controlling infectious 
diseases,” he said. 

“It is very clear what works. It was 
never a question of, ‘This is a new 
pandemic and we don’t know what 
to do.’ It is very clear what works.” 

In Britain however, the Tories 
refuse to entertain the idea that 
a solution not based on private 
companies is possible. 

“The problem with test and trace 
in this country is it’s privatised, 
centralised and opaque,” said 
Jonathan. “The government is 
giving contracts to people who know 
nothing about public health let alone 
the technicalities of testing and data 
management. 

“It’s ‘public health 101’ in the 
containment of infectious diseases 
that you need community-based 
services. You need this for contact 
tracing and to support people who 
have to isolate.”

Part of the reason why some 
countries have managed to keep the 
virus levels relatively low is because 
of this focus on community-based 
solutions. Jonathan said that “This 
approach works—and is low-cost. 

“In Britain we had three quarters 
of a million people volunteer to help 
early on in the pandemic. Where are 
those people? Has the government 
used them? No.” 

Jonathan said that a system could 
be set up “in a matter of two or three 
weeks” that would function “ten 
times as well” as the current set-up. 
The block is Tory ideology.  

“The government is ideologically 
committed to neoliberalism and 
centralised control,” Jonathan said. 

Prioritising
“They hate local government. 
They’ve strangled local services and 
local authorities are in a dreadful 
state in trying to deliver services let 
alone deal with a pandemic. 

“Boris Johnson has spoken about 
how important private enterprise is 
in getting us out of this pandemic. 
All that private enterprise has done 
is dig us deeper into the hole.” 

Now instead of keeping people 
safe, the government is prioritising 
trying to keep as much of “normal 
life” going as possible to preserve 
profits. 

“Workplaces are the big areas 
where infection is spreading,” said 
Jonathan. “Public Health England’s 
latest report shows the number one 
area for outbreaks is educational 
establishments—workplaces for 
many people. 

“All other workplaces are second. 
But for the government, work and 
school are sacrosanct. They must not 
be disturbed, no matter how much 
transmission there is.” 

Matt Hancock and Tory ideology are the main
obstacles to a viable track and trace system

to seriously  interrupt transmission of a 
virus. 

“But the concept of herd immunity 
has always been applied to vaccination 
programmes. It has never been applied 
to an outbreak of a highly infectious and 
deadly new  disease which we know little 
about.” 

Herd immunity is based on  calculating 
how much of the population needs to 
be immune to prevent outbreaks of a 
disease. 

During the coronavirus pandemic, 
scientists have often referred to the 
“R” number. This indicates how many 
people someone with the virus will 

infect. 
The R number 

must be below one 
in order to prevent a 
rapid spread of dis-
ease. So with highly 
infectious diseases 
such as measles, a 
high level of immu-
nity is needed in 
the general popu-
lation. Children in 
Britain receive jabs 
to  immunise them 
against the disease. 

But Covid-19 is 
very different. 

“We don’t know 
enough about the 
immune response,” 

Jonathan explained. “It looks like once 
infected you do have a decent level of 
immunity for a good while, but for how 
long we don’t know. 

“Antibody levels are falling quite a 
lot after 6-8 months. There have now 
been cases reported of people being re-
infected. It’s a small number, but that’s 
worrying.  

“And given what we know about how 
many cases don’t show symptoms, we 
don’t know how many people have been 
re-infected.” 

Those in favour of the herd immunity 
approach use the high number of asymp-
tomatic cases to bolster their argument. 
A study from University College London 
last week suggested that an overwhelm-
ing  majority of people who contract the 
virus don’t have symptoms.  

It looked at over 36,000 people who 
tested positive between April and June. 
Some 86.1 percent didn’t report “core” 
symptoms of the virus when they took 
their test. 

The argument goes that many people 
don’t really suffer from the virus— espe-
cially if they are younger—and won’t 
die. So it sounds like it would be rela-
tively safe to let the virus spread among 
such people, to boost immunity levels as 
a whole. 

Persistent 
But Jonathan said there are risks even 
for young and healthy people. “About 

10 percent of people, maybe as high as 
20 percent, suffer from ‘long Covid’,” he 
said. “They have persistent and debili-
tating symptoms such as fatigue, head-
ache, brain fog, aches and pains. 

“All major organs seem to be able to 
be infected by the virus. There are young 
professional athletes who have heart 
and lung damage, and are completely 
incapacitated. They can’t even walk to 
the front door.  

“So although the death rates of, say, 
university students are very low, we 
don’t know what the long Covid rates 
are for young people.” 

Britain is in the grip of a second wave 
of coronavirus 
and the Tories 
don’t want to 
take the blame. 
The flip side of 
minimising the 
impact of the 
pandemic  i s 
trying to blame 
ordinary people 
for the rise in 
cases. 

The Tories 
subsidised us to 
tempt us to pubs 
and restaurants 
in the summer—
and now say 
i r respons ib le 
socialising has 

driven up cases. They dithered about 
whether to promote mask- wearing—then 
blamed people for not wearing them. 

“If the government’s message had been 
consistent from the start, people would 
follow it,” said Jonathan. “If they had 
said, ‘Masks are important— everybody 
please wear one,’ then  everybody would 
have accepted that. 

“But there hasn’t been consensus on 
masks. We are told they work in cer-
tain circumstances but aren’t needed in 
schools and workplaces. It’s nonsense. 

“If you have all these contradictory 
messages, then you have people who 
say, ‘Why should I do it. They don’t know 

what they’re talking 
about.’ And then 
you open the door 
to all these conspir-
acy theories.” 

Instead of blam-
i n g  o r d i n a r y 
people, Jonathan 
said the blame lies 
with the “disorgan-
ised, incoherent 
and illogical” Tory 
response. 

“This is science 
and biology,” he 
said. “The virus 
doesn’t give a shit 
about what you 
think. If you walk 
onto the factory 

Ministers encouraged everyone to go to bars—and blamed them when they did
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
ONLINE MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BLACK COUNTRY
US elections—Democrats, 
Trump and the working class
Wed 28 Oct, 7.30pm
352-891-2411
BRADFORD
Why socialists oppose all 
border controls 
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON AND HOVE
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Thu 22 Oct, 6pm
818-1857-1448
BRISTOL
Is this the end of Trump?
Thu 22 Oct, 
7.30pm
688-397-3148

CAMBRIDGE
Anger to revolution—what 
makes people rise up?
Thu 22 Oct, 7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
Covid, capitalism and 
economic crisis
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm
630-181-4857
COLCHESTER
The politics of food
Thu 29 Oct, 
7pm
872-3074-2363
COVENTRY
Covid, capitalism and 
economic crisis
Wed 28 Oct, 
7.30pm
823-945-1917
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN 
AND PERTH
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm
894 2628 7708 

EAST MIDLANDS
Biden, the Democrats and 
the power to beat Trump
Wed 28 Oct, 
7pm
354-874-4790
HARLOW
The coming economic 
crisis—how can we 
make the rich pay?
Thu 22 Oct, 
7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HUDDERSFIELD 
Socialism or barbarism— 
the politics of Rosa 
Luxemburg
Thu 22 Oct, 
7pm
290-168-1804
KENT
What would a socialist 
response to the 
housing crisis be?
Thu 22 Oct, 
8.15pm
434-623-8064

LEEDS
US election—Democrats, 
Trump and the working class
Thu 22 Oct, 
7pm
935-5290-8076
LONDON: HARINGEY
Soundtrack to the 
struggle—music 
and resistance
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond?
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
Workers, union leaders 
and the fightback
Wed 28 Oct, 7.30pm
992-204-9372
LONDON: SOUTH
Racism and education
Wed 21 Oct, 7pm
497-196-1801

LONDON - SOUTH EAST
Slavery, resistance and 
the Haitian Revolution
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
South Africa—from 
apartheid to today
Thu 22 Oct, 6pm
899-7982-488
NORWICH
US elections—Democrats, 
Trump and the working class
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm
906-652-5299
PLYMOUTH
Trade unions and 
workers’ power—how 
can we win change?
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm
897-1685-8334
PORTSMOUTH
Lebanon—catastrophe 
to revolution
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm
488-934-2809 

SOUTHAMPTON
Anger to revolution—what 
makes people rise up?
Wed 21 Oct, 
7.30pm
381-513-5080
SWANSEA AND  WEST WALES
Who is to blame for obesity?
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm
902-964-963
YORK AND SCARBOROUGH
What kind of education 
system do we need?
Wed 21 Oct, 7.30pm
827-489-7492 

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS 

OXFORD
Who Shot The Sheriff, 
Eric? Music and the 
fight against racism
Organised by Love 
Music Hate Racism
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm
818 0026 2694

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for 
your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

EAST LONDON 
Thu 22 Oct, 
7.30pm
818 391 0420

MIDLANDS 
Wed 21 Oct, 
7.30pm
882-5465-0790

NORTH WEST 
Wed 21 Oct, 
7pm
323-178-7151

SCOTLAND 
Thu 22 Oct, 
7pm
851-5254-7239

SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE 
Thu 22 Oct, 7pm
528-174-9278

WALES 
Thu 29 Oct, 
7pm
902-964-963

From Black Lives Matter to liberation...

How the fight against 
racism can win

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to 
Engels by Camilla Royle 
£4

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Hegel and Revolution
by Terry Sullivan and 
Donny Gluckstein, £7

Does privilege explain 
racism? by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad 
and Weyman Bennett, £3
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 Oil firms taken to task 
in Devil Has a Name 
The star-studded drama can’t quite decide what kind of film it wants to be. 
But Simon Basketter says it’s enjoyable watching it try to work it out 
THE DEVIL Has a Name is based 
on the reality of the California 
Central Valley’s water contamina-
tion wars—oil companies dumping 
toxic wastewater next to farms.  

Director and actor Edward James 
Olmos’ fictional drama begins 
with widowed farmer Fred Stern 
(David Strathairn) among his almond 
trees.  

But the trees are starting to rot. 
A supposed friend and shill for an 

oil company that owns the nearby oil 
field (Haley Joel Osment) tries to get 
Fred to sell his land.  

Fred’s farm manager Santiago 
(Olmos) is a self-described anarchist 
who also loves snapping selfies. 

He suspects foul play.  
From there—with the help of 

Santiago and a crusading lawyer 
(Martin Sheen)—Fred sets off on a 
fight to hold the oil company legally 
accountable.  

The film just about balances a 
grim tale of corporate  exploitation, 
 environmental degradation and the 
plight of the farmer with buddy 
movie  pairings and a thriller plot.  

Pleasure
The sparring between the good 
guys is a pleasure to watch. When 
Strathairn, Olmos and Sheen get to 
play against one another, the movie 
is at its best.  

There are subtle issues of class and 
race and trust and loss played out in 
these generally lighter scenes. 

That Olmos has a rounded 
Hispanic character sat near the heart 
of the movie is a refreshing change.  

The bad guys, in contrast, are 
more cartoonish but less successful. 

Pablo Schreiber’s character is the 
primary villain. 

He’s a menacing fixer sent by the 

oil company to both intimidate Fred 
into dropping the lawsuit and crush 
a higher boss’s enemies in the local 
set-up.  

The target for that is Gigi (Kate 
Bosworth), the hero of the bad side 
characters. 

Well-acted fragile evil—but, at 
least on one reading, not the devil of 
the title.  

Her “bad woman tries to outdo bad 
men” plot is a little contrived. 

And unlike the rounded look 
at migrants in the US, it edges on 
stereotype. 

There are elements of a call to 
arms about the Donald Trump era.

For instance the oil company execs 
and lawyers are all openly racist, and 
the treatment of migrant labour is 
deplored.  

It stands in a long line of Hollywood 
liberal films where the good guys can 
beat the bosses in the courts—or can 

they? But at its heart it can’t decide 
which way to go. 

It moves between the little guy 
against the people who will do 
 anything to protect oil interests to 
corporate thriller to show the malign 
nature of the system.  

But both parts of the well-acted 
trip are enjoyable. 
The Devil Has a Name. Directed by 
Edward James Olmos and available to 
stream online from 16 October

Gentrified London—a city constantly in motion
FILM
A MOVING IMAGE
Directed by Shola Amoo 
Out now on Netflix

THIS AWARD winning film 
investigates gentrification in 
Brixton, south London, 

A directorial debut from 
writer and Shola Amoo, it mixes 
in documentary footage and is 
told through the eyes of Nina 
Edwards, played by Tanya Fear.

It’s a second collaboration for 
Fear and south London resident 

Amoo, who collaborated on 
2013’s sci-fi short Touch.

Nina moves back to her 
childhood home and slowly 
becomes aware that something is 
not quite right. 

Nina wonders if the young 
newcomers to the area have torn 
apart the social fabric of south 
London. 

And she investigates how 
long-standing Brixton residents 
feel about this.

She’s confronted by a local 
with the accusation that she is 
part of the problem.

Amoo presents the characters 
of Isha, Mickey, Ayo and Big Ben 
from—two sides, the gentrified 
and the gentrifier.

But they all have something 
important to say. 

This social analysis shown 
through the characters brings 
laughs and sadness.

Originally released in 2016, 
A Moving Image received the 
Special Recognition Award at 
the Blackstar Film Festival in 
Philadelphia. 

Now its release on Netflix can 
bring its message to a whole new 
audience.

It’s a true snapshot of 
contemporary battles faced by 
the working class not just in 
Brixton but across Britain.
Simone Thomas

FARMER FRED Stern takes action after his crops are poisoned 

FILM 
CARLOS ALMERAZ—PLAYING 
WITH FIRE
Dir: Elsa Flores Almaraz, 
Richard Montoya 
Out now on Netflix

MEXICAN-American artist 
Carlos Almeraz is ripe 
material for a documentary. 

Painter, poet and 
philosopher, Almeraz 
was centrally known for 
bringing Chicano art—
pieces made by Mexican-
American artists—to 
mainstream attention. 

Some 30 years after his 
death, Playing With Fire 
was made by his widow and 
collaborator Elsa Flores and 
Richard Montoya. 

Interviews with his fellow 
artists Cesar Chaves and 
Dolores Huerta make for 

interesting viewing. But 
the real treat is basking in 
Almeraz’s stunning work. 
It’s a fantastic opportunity 
for new generations to get 
to know his artwork and 
important legacy.

RADIO 
FROM MY HOME TO YOURS
Listen on BBC Sounds

IN A new series, Bruce 
Springsteen takes over 
Radio 2’s airwaves for one 
hour every Saturday. In 
From My Home To Yours, 
The Boss broadcasts straight 
from New Jersey, picking a 
new theme every week. 

Carlos Almeraz 

Nina is shocked by the change in Brixton

TOP 5 BOOKS
Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop

1  Does Privilege Explain 
Racism?
John Newsinger

2 The Book of Trespass
Nick Hayes

3  The Blood Never Dried: 
History of the Empire 
John Newsinger

4 Politics of the Mind: 
Marxism and Mental 
Distress
Iain Ferguson 

5 A Rebel’s Guide to 
Engels
Camilla Royle

Phone 020 7637 1848
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
Visit the shop at 
1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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READ MORE
lConspiracy in the 
Streets. The Extraordinary 
Trial of the Chicago Seven
by Jon Wiener
Widely available second 
hand and on Kindle

lThe Fire Last Time: 1968 
and After
by Chris Harman 
£12.99

lSeize the Time: The 
Story of the Black Panther 
Party
by Bobby Seale
£17.99 
Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848  
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

his own lawyer and denied 
repeated demands to represent 
himself. In return he called the 
judge “a rotten racist pig” and 
a “fascist pig liar”. 

Judge Hoffman ordered that 
Seale should be bound and 
gagged. It led to the horrify-
ing spectacle of a black man in 
chains in an American court-
room, shouting through a gag 
to demand his rights.

As it became clear the evi-
dence against Seale amounted 
to nothing, the judge removed 
him from the case. But he still 
sentenced him to four years in 
prison for contempt of court— 
the longest ever sentence of its 
kind at the time.

And the state didn’t let up on 
Seale. 

He was almost immediately 
put on trial for a murder in New 
Haven that he didn’t commit.

T
HE LAST defend-
ants were John 
Froines,  a PhD 
chemist, and Lee 
Weiner, PhD sociol-
ogist. They seemed 

to have been randomly 
selected having played no sig-
nificant role in the Convention 
protests.

The trial lasted for months, 
with many celebrated actors 
and artists called as defence 
witnesses. 

This helped to make it a lead 
item on TV news. And even 
inside the courtroom it became 
clear that the state’s aim of intim-
idating its opponents had failed.

Singer Judy Collins sang, 
“Where Have All The Flowers 
Gone?” from the dock, while the 
defence hung the Vietnamese 
resistance flag from its table.

While the jury finally delib-
erated, the judge proclaimed 
that the defendants and most of 
their lawyers were guilty of con-
tempt of court. He imposed sen-
tences ranging from ten weeks 
to four years in jail. 

Abbie Hoffman received 
eight months for laughing in 
court. Weiner got two months 
for refusing to stand for the 
judge.

The verdic ts  came in 
February 1970 and each of the 
remaining seven defendants 
was acquitted of conspiracy. 

Froines and Weiner were 
acquitted completely but the 
rest were convicted of intent to 
incite a riot—which carried a 
five-year sentence.

Judge Hoffman must have 
felt vindicated. But it was a 
hollow victory.  

The trial drove many reform 
minded people who were sick-
ened by the spectacle into the 

arms of revolutionaries who 
insisted the whole system 
needed to be overturned.

And crucially, the context of 
the Vietnam War had changed.

Most of the ruling class were 
now determined to find a way 
out of the conflict. 

It was a military and eco-
nomic disaster, and an embar-
rassing blow to US imperialism. 
It had also driven a wedge into 
American society that threat-
ened the stability of the capital-
ist system.

The following year saw an 
appeal. In 1972 a judge over-
turned all of the convictions, 
ruling that not only had Judge 
Hoffman been wrong in law, 
but he’d been “systematically 
biased”.

A year later all the contempt 
of court charges—which had col-
lectively totalled 19 years—were 
thrown out. But the ruling came 
too late for four defendants who 
had already served jail terms.

The war came to an end in 
January 1973 with a treaty 
that conceded a humiliating 
US defeat that was a resound-
ing blow to the American ruling 
class. 

The trial that was supposed 
to put the anti-war movement 
in the dock had instead helped 
declare the warmongers guilty.
The trial of the Chicago 7 film 
is currently in selected cinemas 
and on Netflix from 16 October

THE  STILL from 
upcoming film 
starring Yahya 
Abdul-Mateen II as 
Bobby Seale 
(top) All eight of 
those accused in 
1968 (above)

T
HE year 1968 
marked a high 
point of radi-
cal struggle 
in  Amer ica . 
But the trial 

of the Chicago Eight in 
September 1969 was a 
chance for the state to get 
revenge.

T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
viewed it as a chance to 
crush representatives of 
all the long-haired trouble 
makers who had turned so 
many people against the 
Vietnam war. And they had 
also made the youth into 
an ungovernable army of 
rebellion.

But like so much else 
in late 60s America, these 
ruling class fantasies would 
soon be turned on their 
heads. Instead of the trial 
spreading fear among the 
unruly, those who levied 
the charges instead found 
themselves objects of mass 
ridicule.

The case centred on a 
series of protests outside the 
Democrat party’s national 
convention in Chicago in 
August 1968. 

Only a few thousand dem-
onstrators had joined, far 
fewer than expected. It was  
certainly a lot less than the 
300,000 that had marched in 
New York a little over a year 
earlier.

Organisers blamed the 
poor turnout on the actions of  
Chicago’s Mayor Richard Daley. 
This authoritarian Democrat 
party boss had banned any rally 
points, music stages or camp-
ing areas.

This effectively rendered the 
protests illegal.

But some also recognised 
that the focus of anger at the 
Vietnam War had shifted. 
President Lyndon Baines 
Johnson, who had escalated 
the conflict, had been forced 
to concede he would not seek 
re-election in November.

T
HOUSANDS OF 
young people were 
being drafted into 
the army just as 
i t  seemed  the 
war had become 

unwinnable. 
This disastrous turn in for-

tunes was ruining the economy 
and had destroyed Johnson’s 
ambitious social programme. 
Everyone knew the Republicans 
would annihilate him at the 
polls.

Now, an opportunist senator 
from Minnesota called Eugene 
McCarthy had captured the 
imagination of much of the 
left with his talk of being a 
Democrat president who would 
bring peace.

Many of those only recently 
radicalised by the anti-war 
movement were captivated by 
McCarthy. 

Few of them now saw the 
need for a mass protest at the 
convention which would decide 
who would replace Johnson 
as the Democrat presidential 
nominee.

So the radicals gathered in 
Chicago found themselves iso-
lated— and that in turn sent 
a signal to Daley to go on the 
rampage. 

A mixture of police, National 
Guard and soldiers cracked 
hundreds of skulls. The whole 
central district was enveloped 
by tear gas. 

The cops showed no mercy, 
and outside the Hilton hotel, 
where many delegates were 
staying, anyone was fair game.

The Village Voice newspa-
per reported, “Demonstrators, 
reporters, McCarthy workers, 
doctors, all began to stagger 

into the Hilton lobby, blood 
streaming from face and head 
wounds. The lobby smelled 
of gas. A few people began 
to direct the wounded to a 
makeshift hospital on the fif-
teenth floor, the McCarthy staff 
headquarters.”

Even senior Democrats 
were shocked at the scale of 
the police violence, with one 
describing it as the worst thing 
he’d seen since “the films of 
Nazi Germany”.

Despite the carnage out-
side, on the convention floor a 
combination of conservativism 
and Daley’s thugs maintained 

their reign. The delegates 
endorsed continuity candi-
date Hubert Humphrey to 
lead them into battle against 
Republican Richard Nixon— 
and Humphrey lost.

After long years of Democrat 
rule, the state’s attack dogs 
were eager for Nixon to become 
president. 

And, after his victory they 
set about terrorising those who 
fought against racism and the 
war.

E
IGHT months after 
the convent ion, 
federal prosecutors 
indicted eight “lead-
ers” of the protest 
and charged them 

with conspiracy and incite-
ment to riot. 

Everyone knew that the 74 
year old judge, Julius Hoffman, 
was set to hear the case—and 
that he would be itching to 
dish out maximum sentences.

As far as Nixon was con-
cerned all eight defendants 
were as one. 

But in reality they came 
from different movements, 
with vastly different under-
standings about what was 
wrong with the world.

The cultural radicals of the 
Youth International Party—the 
“Yippies”—were represented 
by Abbie Hoffman and Jerry 
Rubin.

These hugely popular fig-
ures, they had previously been 
involved with a plan to levitate 
the Pentagon by mass chanting. 
They now wanted to expose the 
court as an “absurdity”. 

Abbie Hoffman appeared in 
court wearing judicial robes. 
Knowing he and the judge were 
both Jewish, he repeatedly 
insulted the judge in Yiddish.

The political radicals of the 
New Left were represented by 
Dave Dellinger, Tom Hayden 
and Rennie Davis. They were 
committed activists who knew 
a ten-year sentence would be a 
huge setback for the anti-war 
movement they led.

Hayden was the head of 
Students for a Democratic 
Society, a group with more 
than 30,000 members.

They took the case seriously 
in the hope of forcing a hung 
jury, and they argued the trial 
was an affront to freedom of 
speech and assembly.

B
LACK radicalism 
was represented 
by Bobby Seale, 
the chair of the 
Black  Panther 
Party. 

Everyone knew that Seale 
had no real involvement in 
events. He had spoken at 
a rally during the conven-
tion but played no role in the 
organisation.

Seale was in the line-up 
not because he had incited 
anyone to riot but because the 
state wanted to persecute the 
Panthers. They were the first 
Marxist organisation in the 
US with a mass base since the 
Communist Party in the 1930s.

Seale was deprived of 

WHEN RULING 
CLASS REVENGE 
BACKFIRED
With a new film, The Trial of the Chicago 7, now in cinemas, 
Yuri Prasad examines how the events were a blow for the 
US establishment set on crushing the anti-war movement

Some of the 
accused tried 
to expose the 
court as an 
‘absurdity’

‘‘ 
Eugene McCarthy

 AN ANTI war march in 1968 before the Democratic convention

Survey shows trust in the 
Tories is at an all-time low

A major survey of what 
British people think 
shows confidence in 
the government at new 
lows. It also reveals 
complex views on 
Brexit and migrants, 
writes Sadie Robinson  

THE LATEST British Social 
Attitudes survey has found 
“record lows” in the level 
of trust and confidence 
in the government.

Nearly four fifths,  
79 percent, said that the 
political system in Britain 
needs “quite a lot” or “a great 
deal” of improvement. It’s the 
highest level ever recorded.

The survey, published 
this week, said trust in the 
government has “fallen away 
significantly” since 2016.

Soon after that year’s 
European Union (EU) 
referendum, 22 percent of 
people said they trust the 
government “most of the 
time” or “just about always”.

This was the highest level 
since 2007.

By 2019 this had fallen 
to 15 percent—“the lowest 
level recorded in over forty 
years”. And “more than two 
times as many people”—
some 34 percent—also said 
they “almost never” trust the 
government.

Handling
Trust in the government has 
likely fallen even further 
since the survey was carried 
out last year, due to the Tory 
handling of the coronavirus 
crisis.

The survey also suggested 
that years of scapegoating of 
migrants and refugees has 
had an impact.

But it also revealed a more 
complex set of ideas than the 
right wing stereotype that 
paints ordinary people as 
bigoted racists.

Some 62 percent of those 
surveyed said EU migrants 
should not have free 
movement, but should have 
to apply to come to Britain. 

Nearly two thirds also 
think that the same rules 
should apply to people from 
Britain who want to live and 
work in the EU.

The figures are high—but 

in 2016, 74 percent said EU 
migrants should have to apply 
to come to Britain.

And over half of those 
surveyed said there should be 
no minimum salary threshold 
for those wanting to come to 
Britain.

For those surveyed, the 
idea of “skilled” workers 
seems to be funnelled through 
a prism of considering which 
jobs are useful.

The survey found that 
people “do not simply draw a 
distinction between ‘skilled’ 
and ‘unskilled’ workers”.

For instance, “While  
80 percent believe doctors 
should be a high priority, only 
18 percent say the same of 
bankers.”

And 60 percent said care 
workers should be a priority.

Right wingers hail Brexit 
as a chance to escape EU 
regulations that hinder 
profits. 

And they say those who 
backed Brexit were motivated 
by a desire to tear up these 
rules.

The survey’s findings 
suggest a different picture. 

It found “little appetite for 
more liberal regulations” on 
food production and sale, for 
instance.

Three quarters opposed the 
sale of chlorinated chicken, 
and nearly 90 percent 
opposed hormone treated 
beef. 

Modified
A majority also backed 
keeping a ban on growing 
genetically modified crops.

Professor Sir John Curtice 
is from the National Centre 
for Social Research which 
carried out the survey. 

He said, “There does not 
appear to be a widespread 
public clamour for a less strict 
regulatory regime.”

The survey also found 
that people appear to define 
themselves more by their 
attitude to the EU than by an 
affiliation to a political party.

Just 7 percent said they 
were “very strongly” attached 
to a political party, while  
45 percent were either a “very 
strong” Remainer or Leaver.

The headline figures on 
attitudes on freedom of 
movement will be used to 
justify more clampdowns.

But Curtice believes it 
doesn’t show that people  
back the Tories on 
immigration.

“Although most voters wish 
to see an end to freedom of 
movement—including many 
who voted Remain—the 
government’s immigration 
proposals would appear to be 
rather more restrictive than 
many voters would like,” he 
said.

Three quarters 
opposed the 
sale of 
chlorinated 
chicken 

‘‘ 

TRUST IN the Tories has plummeted over recent years

FOCUS ON 
GOVERNMENT
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by CHARLIE KIMBER

CHINUA ACHEBE transformed 
African writing. He was born 
in 1930 in Nigeria, at the time 
a British colony.

After shining success at 
school and university he 
began writing novels and in 
1958 published Things Fall 
Apart.

It is set in the 1890s and 
was very different to almost 
anything that had come 
before.

I t  b reaks  f rom the 
patronising treatment of 
Africa by colonial writers 
and rejects the simpering 
acceptance of imperialism by 
some African authors.

Instead it makes African 
experience the focus of atten-
tion with the colonialists 
seen as alien outsiders who 
trample on the cultures they 
encounter.

One  o f  t he  book ’ s 
 characters said, “The white 
man is very clever. He came 
quietly and peaceably with his 
religion. We were amused at 
his  foolishness and allowed 
him to stay.

“Now he has won our 

brothers, and our clan can 
no longer act like one. He has 
put a knife on the things that 
held us together and we have 
fallen apart.”

It had a huge impact and 

became one of the most-read 
African novels of all time.

Scholar Kwame Anthony 
Appiah wrote that asking 
how Things Fall  Apart 
influenced African writing 

“would be like asking how 
Shakespeare influenced 
English writers or Pushkin 
influenced Russians”.

In part the novel was a 
critique of work produced 

by Western writers such as 
Joseph Conrad in Heart of 
Darkness.

Achebe said that even if 
Conrad did at points raise 
doubts about colonialism, he 
did it in the context of oblite-
rating Africans’ humanity and 
equality.

He wrote that Heart of 
Darkness “projects the image 
of Africa as ‘the other world,’ 
the antithesis of Europe and 
therefore of civilisation”.

Achebe insisted that 
people should read the book 
“beside African works.”

His novels A Man of the 
People and Anthills of the 
Savannah dealt with the 
 reality of Nigeria after inde-
pendence and the way a new 
corrupt elite had emerged.

He also took an active role 
in politics. He acted as a cul-
tural ambassador for Biafra 
when it tried to split from 
Nigeria in 1967.

D u r i n g  t h e  b r u t a l 
three-year Biafran War he 
railed against the murderous 
fai lures of the central 
government and the United 
Nations.

He was to write that for 
the great powers, “You see 

we, the little people of the 
world, are ever expendable.”

Later Achebe joined the 
leftist People’s Redemption 
Party, becoming its deputy 
national vice-president. 

But quite soon he departed, 
disillusioned by its infighting 
and the dishonesty of some of 
those involved.

In his final work There 
Was a Country his contempt 
for the failings of Nigeria’s 
leaders led him to a terrible 
reversal of what had made 
him special. 

He wrote, “Here is a 
piece of heresy. The British 
governed their colony of 
Nigeria with considerable 
care. 

“There  was  a  ve ry 
highly competent cadre of 
government officials imbued 
with a high level of knowledge 
of how to run a country.

“I  am not just i fying 
 colonialism. But it is impor-
tant to face the fact that 
British colonies, more or less, 
were expertly run.”

It was a sad end for a great 
writer.
This is part of a series about 
radical black lives Go to 
bit.ly/SWBlackLives

CHINUA ACHEBE

  Pioneering writer who skewered colonialism

CHINUA ACHEBE’S radical works centred African voices 
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  Court ruling  
 a victory for  
 anti-fascists  
 in Greece
Activists are celebrating after 
Golden Dawn has been declared a 
criminal organisation, writes  
Panos Garganas from Athens
THE VERDICT in the trial of 
Golden Dawn last week is a huge 
blow to Nazis everywhere. 

In the Greek case, it spells the end 
of Golden Dawn as a Nazi group and 
is a blow to attempts to follow up 
its legacy. 

After a five and a half year trial, 
we now have a court that says 
the Nazis are a criminal gang (see 
below).

There was a huge demonstration 
out s ide  the  cour t ,  b igger 
than anybody had predicted.  
And that’s important not just in 
isolating the Nazis, it’s also a huge 
pressure on the government. 

Greece’s Tory government is 
desperately tryin g to present the 
verdict as a fruit of its own initiative. 

The process began seven years 
ago after the murder of anti-fascist 
Pavlos Fyssas when the Tories were 
in office last. 

But prime minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis saying his party has 
always opposed the Nazis is a 
somersault. 

His party has been a shelter for 
the far right for decades. 

It’s where they found shelter after 
the Second World War, it’s where 
they found shelter after the military 
junta collapsed in 1974. 

That the Tories have to claim, “We 
are an anti-Nazi force,” is a humilia-
tion for the party of the right. 

Golden Dawn was modelled on 
the original Nazis. 

They were trying the parliamen-
tary road, but right from the start 
they were also trying to build storm 
troopers. 

From the early 1990s, Golden 
Dawn groups attacked migrants and 
left wingers on many occasions. And 
they always got away with it. 

Failure
Any attempt to notify the police or 
start a court case against them ended 
in failure. 
It took 20 years to bring the reality 
to light in court. 

The first, and most impor-
tant, factor is that the anti-fascist  
movement grew in this period 
because there were so many violent 
attacks. 

The second factor is that there 

A HUGE protest greeted the result with roars of approval 

  ‘In 30 years of trying to smash the Nazis, this is the biggest step forward’
THE LEADERS of Greek Nazi 
party Golden Dawn were sent 
down last week for running a 
criminal organisation. 

Tens of thousands of people 
gathered outside the Athens 
court last Wednesday as judges 
prepared to give their verdict 
after the five and half year trial 
of 68 Nazis.

Petros Constantinou from 
Greek anti-fascist organisation 
Keerfa told Socialist Worker 
it’s “a huge victory for the 
movement”. 

“We’ve been trying for  
30 years to isolate and smash the 
Nazis,” he told Socialist Worker.

“What happened yesterday is 
the biggest step forward in this 
direction.” 

The Nazis faced multiple 
charges in the largest court case 
involving fascist criminals since 
Nazi Germany’s leadership was 
tried in 1946. 

It saw a number of cases 
rolled into one, including the 
murder and assault of anti-
fascists, migrants and trade 
unionists. 

Seven former Golden Dawn 
MPs—including party leader 
Nikos Michaloliakos—were 
found guilty of leading a 
criminal organisation and other 
defendants were found guilty of 
participating in one.

Golden Dawn member Giorgos 
Roupakias was found guilty of 
the murder of anti-fascist rapper 
Pavlos Fyssas. He was stabbed 

twice in the heart and once in 
the thigh in the port of Piraeus 
on 18 September 2013. 

A further nine Nazis were 
found guilty—and two not 
guilty—in other charges relating 
to the murder of Fyssas. 

All three defendants were 
found guilty of the attempted 
murder of Abuzid Embarak and 
three other Egyptian fisherfolk 
in 2012. 

Another group of defendants 
was found guilty in charges 
relating to a brutal attack on 
members of Communist Party of 
Greece and its PAME trade union.

Golden Dawn rapidly grew 
after the financial crisis and 
austerity devastated Greece. 

The murder of Fyssas was a 

major turning point, which saw 
opposition to the Nazi threat 
grow. 

Petros said, “The huge anti-
fascist explosion and workers 
strikes forced the government to 
crack down on the Nazis. 

“It was very obvious that the 
vast majority of people were for 
punishing Golden Dawn.” 

A number of party members 
were arrested in the weeks that 
followed. 

Some 69 members—including 
18 who were then Golden Dawn 
MPs—went on trial two years 
later but one defendant died 
after it started. 

Activists in Greece are 
continuing their battle against 
any fascists that try to emerge 

in Golden Dawn’s place, such as 
Greeks for the Fatherland. 

Petros said, “We have two 
days of action against racism and 
fascism on 17 and 18 October. 

“The first day we’re going to 
the camps to organise solidarity 
for the refugees, demanding 
that they are allowed to move to 
cities and houses.

“On the second day, we’re 
organising an event to celebrate 
our victory over Golden Dawn. 

“The victory in the trial was 
not inevitable—it was won by the 
anti-fascist movement turning the 
tide on Golden Dawn.”

Petros is speaking at the Stand Up To 
Racism international conference. For 
conference details and to book go to 
bit.ly/SUTR2020

was a growth of the far right threat 
after 2009. 

First was a group called Laos, 
which got into parliament and even 
joined the government when the big 
economic crisis erupted.

The follow-up from that success 
was Golden Dawn getting into par-
liament in 2012. And, in response, 
there was an escalation of activity by 

the anti-fascist movement. Setting 
up Keerfa, a united front against 
racism and the fascists, just as the 
far right was rising in 2009 was an 
important step. 

We owe a lot to the Anti Nazi 
League (ANL) in Britain, which  
provided an example of how to fight 
the Nazis, and we have built on that 
tradition. 

The Tory government’s policy 
towards refugees is inflaming 
racism and could encourage the far  
right. But we are now starting from 
a better position—we must build on 
this success by  stepping up solidar-
ity with refugees.
Panos is editor of Workers’ Solidarity, 
Socialist Worker’s sister newspaper 
in Greece
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Abuse inquiry 
won’t hear from 
the victims
CHILD SEX abuse victims 
of Greville Janner have 
been barred from giving live 
evidence to the public inquiry 
into the former Labour MP.

The Independent Inquiry 
into Child Sexual Abuse 
(IICSA) started to hold 
partially closed hearings into 
the way police, prosecutors, 
local government and the 
Labour Party dealt with 
allegations involving Lord 
Janner on Monday.

The inquiry will take place 
almost entirely in closed 
sessions to protect the 
identities of complainants even 
though none of those who 
accused Janner will be called 
to give evidence.

Greville Janner QC 
represented Leicester West for 
Labour between 1970 and 1997. 
He was later given a peerage. 

Relating
At the time of his death in 
December 2015, at the age of 
87, he was facing 22 charges 
of child sexual abuse relating 
to nine different boys. He was 
deemed too ill to stand trial.

In his absence, a trial of 
the facts was scheduled but it 
was cancelled when he died. 
A report the following year by 
the retired judge Sir Richard 
Henriques concluded that the 
Crown Prosecution Service had 
missed three opportunities to 
prosecute Janner.

There have been a number 
of police investigations into 
Janner—in 1991, 2002 and 
2006.

The inquiry will examine 
whether his “public 
prominence led to deferential 
treatment” from institutions 
including Leicestershire Police, 
the CPS, Leicestershire county 
council and the Labour Party.

Announcing her decision in 
March to go ahead with the 
Janner hearings under such 
restrictive conditions, IICSA 
chair Alexis Jay said, “This is 
not an investigation into Lord 
Janner’s guilt or innocence. It 
is not a proxy criminal or civil 
trial.”
Simon Basketter

by SADIE ROBINSON

THE CHURCH of England cre-
ated a culture that allowed child 
sexual abuse to fester, a report 
has found.

The Independent Inquiry into 
Child Sex Abuse (IICSA) report also 
those alleged of carrying out abuse 
often received more support than 
victims.

Abuse was minimised or 
 dismissed. And people accused 
of serious offences were allowed 
to continue working within the 
Church—regardless of the risks to 
children.

The report said that some  
390 members of the clergy and 
other church leaders have been 
convicted of abuse between the 
1940s and 2018. This figure was 
based on a list of individuals  
provided by the Church.

The report looked at many cases 
that showed “the Church’s failure to 
take seriously disclosures” of abuse. 
One problem was the “culture” of 
the Church.

There was a “deference” to the 
Church’s authority and to individu-
als, and taboos around discussing 
sexuality.

T h e  r e p o r t  f o u n d  “ a n 
 environment where alleged per-
petrators were treated more 
 supportively than victims”.

Confirmation
The Church said the report was 
“shocking” and that it felt “shame”.

But it is not shocking. It is just 
another confirmation of the fact 
that serious abuse of children is 
rooted in key institutions of society.

Indeed, the report details a 
number of investigations into 
abuse and lack of safeguarding in 
the church.

It found that some clergymen 
were ordained despite having a 
history of child sexual offences. 

Robert Waddington was Dean of 
Manchester Cathedral from 1984 
to 1993. He was “the subject of 
a number of allegations of child 
sexual abuse over many years” in 
1999.

But he was allowed to offici-
ate “on the grounds of his age and 
frailty, without seemingly any con-
sideration of the risks to children”.

Inquiry chair Alexis Jay said, 
“Over many decades, the Church 
of England failed to protect chil-
dren and young people from 
sexual abusers, instead facilitating 
a culture where perpetrators could 
hide and victims faced barriers to 
disclosure.”

The report also looked at 
 safeguarding issues within the 
Church in Wales (CoW). It found 
that a number of clergy have been 
“deposed from holy orders” in 
recent years.

This was “following convictions 
for sexual assaults on children, or 
for offences concerning indecent 
images of children”.

Jay said there were “simply 
not enough safeguarding officers” 
to carry out the work required. 
“Record-keeping was found to be 
almost non-existent and of little 
use in trying to understand past 
 safeguarding issues,” she added.

Church figures have tried to say 
problems with abuse are in the past.

Archbishop of Canterbury Justin 
Welby expressed regret at how 
abuse victims have been treated. 

But he added, “I have worked 
to move the church to a different 
place. It is necessary to show that 
we have changed.”

Yet the report’s findings suggest 
that child sexual abuse remains a 
major problem, and it argued that 
much more still needs to be done.

Lack of safeguarding resources to protect children
THE REPORT has found that 
the Church of England did not 
properly resource safeguarding 
for years. Funding has “increased 
considerably”.

And “further change” means 
that the advice of safeguarding 
staff should not be ignored by 
senior clergy.

Yet the report found “examples 
of this continuing to occur”. 
And “there remains much to do 
to ensure better protection of 
children in cathedrals and linked 
choir schools”.

In 2018 alone some 449 concerns 
about recent child sexual abuse 
were reported to the Church. And a 
further 155 concerns were reported 

about non-recent sexual abuse. 
The report is part of a wider, 

ongoing inquiry into child sexual 
abuse in institutions. It has been 
problematic as sections of the 
establishment have avoided 
giving evidence.  But despite the 
limitations, it is shining a light on 
institutional abuse.

One survivor, Gilo, told the BBC 
that many survivors of abuse feel 
a “tremendous sense of anger and 
lack of trust” 

“Lasting change will require more 
than platitudes,” said the report. 
And disgracefully one of the things 
it said was needed is “continuous 
reinforcement of the abhorrent 
nature of child sexual abuse”.

 Church covered up child abuse  
 and protected the perpetrators 

Many have abandoned the church following a catalogue of scandals

Greville Janner

18 NEWSSocialist Worker 14 October 2020



Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday Phone 020 7840 5656  
Post PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 19REPORTS Socialist Worker  14 October 2020

 Battle on for safety 
after driver’s death  
by SARAH BATES

LONDON BUS workers 
were furious last week as 
driver Kofi Opoku died from 
Covid-19. 

He worked for Metrobus 
out of the Croydon garage 
in south London. He joins at 
least 28 other bus workers 
in the capital who have died 
from coronavirus. 

John Murphy, Unite union 
lead officer for London buses, 
said, “The death is a terrible 
reminder of the horrible 
human cost of Covid-19.”

He called on bus firms 
to introduce stricter safety 
measures, including screens 
for workers, a review of 
cleaning regimes and health 
and safety reps to be stood 
down from normal duties. 

Vital
“It is distressing that some 
bus operators seem to be 
more concerned about the 
financial cost of some of 
these vital measures,” he 
said. “Exactly what value are 
they placing on a human life?

 “We simply do not 
have time on our side. We 
need these measures to be 
introduced immediately to 
save lives.”

Rising Covid-19 cases 
mean bus workers are 

facing even more dangerous 
conditions at work.

Yet bosses at a major 
London operator want to 
put in place measures that 
make it even more unsafe for 
drivers.

Workers are currently 
balloting over whether to 
take action against plans 
by Metroline to introduce 
“remote sign on”. 

This is when bus drivers 
begin and end their shifts at 
random bus stops and don’t 

go into a bus depot before 
beginning their shift. 

Unite members are hoping 
for a Yes in their strike ballot 
over remote sign on. They 
say it cuts across a number of 
safety measures designed to 
protect them and passengers. 

The union said there will 
be no checks to ensure the 
driver is fit to drive, workers 
will suffer from a lack of 
access to toilet facilities, rest 
and canteen facilities. 

Fatigue is likely to increase 

as drivers will be driving for 
longer each day, and their 
travel time will be increased. 

Workers will be forced to 
wait for their bus in cold and 
wet conditions, and they will 
suffer a greater risk of being 
exposed to Covid-19 as they 
will have to travel by public 
transport to a remote location.

The ballot is set to close on 
26 October. Workers should 
battle to get a strong result 
against this attack on their 
conditions and safety. 

BUS MANUFACTURERS ENVIRONMENTCLEANERS

Leeds bus builders plan 
strikes to win pay justice   
WORKERS AT a bus 
manufacturer in Sherburn 
in Elmet, near Leeds, were 
preparing to strike this 
week because bosses have 
broken their promises to 
give a pay increase. 

The Unite union 
members at Optare voted 
by 73 percent to strike. 

They were set to stage 
the first 48-hour walkout 
from Thursday this week.

They will begin a 
continuous overtime ban at 
the same time. 

Workers plan one  
48-hour strike every week 
for the next three weeks.

More than 100 workers 
are taking action because 
bosses have refused to 
honour a pledge made in 
August 2019 to implement 
a pay rise by November of 
that year. 

Richard Bedford, Unite 
regional officer, said, “The 
situation has been made 
worse because staff agreed 
to defer pay negotiations on 
a number of occasions at 
the company’s request. 

“Their good faith has 
been rewarded with the 
runaround resulting in a 
complete refusal to provide 
the promised pay increase.”

Optare is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the hugely 
profitable Ashok Leyland.

Its bosses put out a 
press release saying, “The 
company is urging the 
Unite union to reconsider 
demands for a pay rise at a 
time when other automotive 
manufacturers are cutting 
thousands of jobs.” 

That echoes the line that 
workers must accept pay 
cuts or lose jobs.

DRIVING A bus should not be a death sentence                             

WORKERS ON the 
Caledonian Sleeper overnight 
train service staged a solid 
48-hour strike from Sunday, 
to demand bosses take 
health and safety seriously. 

The RMT union members 
walked out on the line, which 
is owned by outsourcing 
giant Serco. 

This shut down services 
on Sunday and Monday.

The firm was only able to 
run services from London to 
Edinburgh and Glasgow for 
existing bookings. There were 
no trains going to Inverness, 
Fort William and Aberdeen.

The action follows an 
initial 48-hour walkout last 
week and a work to rule.

Mick Cash, RMT 

general secretary, said, 
“It remains a scandal that 
Serco has wasted a whole 
week stonewalling talks 
and knocking back union 
proposals for a settlement.

“Instead of working with 
the union on a solution to the 
very real issues being raised 
by our members Serco have 
instead chosen to declare 
war on their own staff.”

Workers are demanding 
that bosses set aside enough 
sleeping berths for them 
during their rest periods 
overnight.

Cash called on the 
Scottish government to 
resolve the issue and said 
strikers “deserve better than 
this shocking treatment” .

 Resistance to 
Aquind cable
HUNDREDS OF people 
in Portsmouth and the 
surrounding area joined 
protests last Saturday over 
the Aquind cable project.

Aquind Ltd wants to lay a 
cable between Lovedean in 
Hampshire and Normandy 
in France that would run 
through Portsmouth.

Protesters said its 
installation could destroy 
allotments, wildlife habitats 
and cause traffic disruption.

There is a good case for 
the inter-connector cable.

It could be a part of 
upgrading the national 
grid and sharing electricity 
produced from renewable 
sources. 

But there is no justification 
for a private company to 
make obscene profits at 
the expense of the local 
communities and the 
environment.
Jon Woods

Cleaners 
are in revolt
WORKERS IN the UVW union 
at a Service to the Aged (Sage) 
care home in north London 
are balloting for strikes.

Carers and cleaners are 
opposing cuts to their work and  
demanding £12 an hour. 

Andrene, a care worker at 
Sage for over 17 years, said, 
“We’ve been paid very little for 
too long. While many people 
stayed at home we came to 
work and risked our lives.”

nCLEANERS IN the Caiwu 
union at Facebook’s London 
office held a protest last 
Friday to save their jobs. 

Fifteen workers at the 
firm’s head office are at risk 
of being made redundant.

Cleaning at the office is 
outsourced to JLL and Bidvest 
Noonan. Fanny, a cleaner, 
said, “Facebook is making a 
lot of money.

“There isn’t any reason for 
them to cut our jobs.”

Stop Birmingham job cuts  
SERCO, THE outsourcing 
giant at the heart of the 
track and trace scandal, is 
attempting to slash nearly 
a hundred jobs from its 
Birmingham Community 
Leisure service.

This is despite having 
collected nearly £4 
million from Birmingham 
council during the 
coronavirus crisis. 

The firm wants to axe 96 
full time equivalent staff, 
meaning hundreds of part 

time workers could face 
the sack. The job cuts were 
announced on 2 October. 
But many workers affected 
still haven’t received 
written confirmation.  

Gill Ogilvie, GMB union 
senior organiser, said, “Why 
are we paying millions to a 
private company who kick 
working families to the curb 
just before Christmas? 

“Why not run our leisure 
services with good council 
jobs?”

ROYAL MAIL

RAIL WORKERS

SERCO

BUS  WORKERS

ROYAL MAIL workers are in 
revolt over a management 
decision to bring back shared 
delivery vans. The CWU 
union described the move as 
“reckless”. 

Speaking to around 
20,000 CWU members on 
a Facebook session, deputy 
general secretary (Postal) 
Terry Pullinger accused 
bosses of  putting economic 
considerations before 
workers’ health and safety.

He added that the 
move was particularly 
inappropriate as the number 
of coronavirus cases surged.

Management had already 

briefed the press that 
sharing vans on a voluntary 
basis was to start this week.

Pullinger told workers, 
“We want to keep you safe, 
your workplace safe and 
your family safe. Every single 
person should be at high alert 
to make sure this virus does 
not spread to postal workers.”

The union will have to go 
beyond urging workers not to 
volunteer for shared vans.

One person sharing a van, 
and thereby breaching social 
distancing, can become a 
threat to a whole office.

It will take action to 
ensure safety for everyone.

No to shared vans scheme

Sleeper workers fight 
Serco’s ‘war on the staff’

Picketing at Euston station                                                Picture: Guy Smallman       
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IMAGE v REALITY—student housing firms present a sophisticated image (left) but the reality has proved to be very different (right)

 STUDENTS FIGHT 
 VIRUS DISASTER
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

STUDENTS AND university 
workers are calling for a day 
of action for this Friday to 
defend jobs and safety. 

It comes as Covid-19 
 continues to sweep through 
student accommodation, with 
many universities reporting 
hundreds of students infected 
in a matter of days. 

According to the University 
and Colleges Union (UCU) 
more than 10,000 students 
have been infected with 
Covid-19 as of last Sunday. 

Almost half of all cases 
are at just four universities 
in Nottingham, Manchester, 
Northumbria and Newcastle. 

And at Sheffield university 
almost 500 students tested 
positive and 254  University 
of Bristol students were 
 suffering from Covid-19. 

S t u d e n t s  s t u c k  i n 
 university accommodation 
are also forced to pay a pri-
vate company hundreds of 
pounds for essential food. 

At the University of East 
Anglia, a food package for 
two weeks’ isolation cost 
£252. 

Students said they had 
to fork out for the package 

because they weren’t allowed 
to leave their halls to get food 
deliveries.

The catering service that 
provides these food  packages, 
the campus kitchen, is an in-
house food provider for the 
university. 

Students at the  University 
of the West of England said 
they had to pay £25 for a 
food box that was meant to 
last a week but only lasted 
three days.

Determined
Other students have reported 
receiving inedible food, or 
food they were unable to eat 
because of dietary needs.

But students and workers 
are determined to fight back.

In  Manches te r  over  
60 people joined a  protest 
outside a University of 
 Manchester halls of residence 
last week.

Student Fran told  Socialist 
Worker, “We were there to 
demand rent refunds, the 
scrapping of tuition fees and 
justice for those in isolation.”

She said the  university 
has shown class preju-
dice towards students in 
 lockdown.

“Those stuck in isolation in 
cheaper halls were provided 

no food from the university,” 
she said. “Whereas students 
in the more expensive halls 
were provided with food 
packages.

“This is not only blatant 
discrimination but it shows 
that the university only cares 
about making money and 
keeping it.”

I n  L i v e r p o o l  o v e r  
30 people gathered for a 
 protest. Students made ban-
ners and signs that read, 
“You just want our money” 
and, “Keep us safe, but keep 
us sane.” Ben is a second-

year  student in Newcastle. 
He and a group of students 
in the Socialist Workers Stu-
dent Society had made a 
banner reading, “STUD£NTS 
B4 PROFIT.”

“We want to demonstrate 
that the lives of students 
should be valued more than 
the rent they pay,” he told 
Socialist Worker.

Windows
“It is clear from angry posts 
on Facebook and messages in 
windows that students are fed 
up with the amount of money 
being drained from them.”

The UCU union  solidarity 
movement held a zoom 
 meeting on Saturday to dis-
cuss how university staff 
could support students.

Over 200 people attended 
the meeting, which was 
addressed by Labour MP 
John McDonnell.

The meeting called the 
national day of action on 
16 October and discussed 
demands to be put to 
 universities. 

The se  i n c lude  tha t 
 universities move to online 
learning with immediate 
effect, except where stu-
dents must have face to face 
 teaching, such as in labs.

T h e  g r o u p  i s  a l s o 
 demanding that students be 
able to safely leave their uni-
versity accommodation and 
that jobs must be protected.

Worke r s  a t  f u r the r 
 education (FE) colleges 
also added that students 
are still attending lessons 
in  classrooms of sometimes 
more than 20. 

The solidarity movement is 
also arguing for smaller class 
sizes to keep FE students and 
staff safe.

Students in the meeting 
said support from staff was 
crucial.

Mattie, a student from 
Manchester Metropolitan 
University, said, “It was so 
important for us to come out 
to support UCU staff on strike 
in March.

“Now I guess the students 
need your help.”

The crisis has exposed how 
universities are prepared to 
put profit before people’s 
health.

But students and staff 
together are beginning to 
build a fightback.

On other pages
Herded to our deaths? 
>>Pages 10&11

We’re showing 
student lives 
are worth 
more than the 
rent we pay

‘‘ 
Socialist Worker students at Newcastle university
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