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Met’s body 
cam decision 
hides cops’ 
racist record 
by Isabel RIngRose 

London’s Met Po l i ce 
has decided that evidence 
captured by cops’ body 
 cameras will not be routinely 
released—because the evi-
dence is too damning. 

Anti-racists had called 
for footage from body-
worn video (BWV) cameras 
to be made public. 

But a leaked police memo 
said footage should not be 
released. It says cameras record 
“poor communication, a lack of 
patience, a lack of de-escalation 
before use of force is 
introduced and occasionally 

poor officer safety decisions.” 
The Met says, “Release 

of BWV is highly likely to 
exacerbate not prevent 
‘trial by social media’.” 

They are clearly focused on 
protecting their own backs.

Meanwhile, Hampshire cops 
were secretly recorded making 
racist, sexist and homophobic 
comments about members of 
the public and fellow officers.

The six cops involved also 
said, “Illegal immigrants 
deserve the death penalty,” 
and joked about refugees 
drowning in the sea. 

They have been accused 
of breaching professional 
standards, but deny 
gross misconduct. 

For all the talk of reform, the 
police are still racist to the core. 

the Met doesn’t want to have its 
racism exposed 
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For Serco test failures  the 
profits are still world-beating
OutsOurcing firm serco 
has announced its profits 
are set to soar after being 
paid to operate nHs test 
and trace in England.

Its shares soared 17 percent 
on the news as bosses claimed 
“our operational delivery has 
been outstanding”.

In an unplanned update to 
the London Stock Exchange, 
Serco said it had achieved 
strong revenue growth in 
the three months from July. 
It highlighted extensions to 
contracts to provide test sites 
and call handlers.

Bosses said this was “an 
indication of our customer’s 
satisfaction with the quality 
of work we have delivered” as 
part of test and trace.

The statement also pointed 
to “increases in the number 
of asylum seekers we are 
looking after” and develop-
ments on Caledonian Express 

sleepers—where there have 
been strikes.

Serco expects a trading 
profit up to £165 million, com-
pared with previous estimates 
of at least  £135 million.

Serco was handed £108 
million of taxpayers’ cash to 
set up contract tracing call 
centres. Its contract was then 

extended in August which 
could see the firm handed up 
to £410 million extra.

lThe department of health 
gave a £280,000 consulting 
contract to the family busi-
ness of a top City executive 
who had been given an unpaid 
public sector role running 

coronavirus testing centres. 
Debbie White, former 

chief executive of collapsed 
outsourcer Interserve, was 
recruited in March to coordi-
nate a network of testing cen-
tres. The role was described 
as voluntary. 

Documents reviewed by the 
Financial Times newspaper 
show that a family business 
set up by White and her hus-
band was given the £280,000 
consulting contract as she took 
on her unpaid role.

lManagement consultants 
are being paid as much as 
£6,250 a day to work on the 
government’s struggling coro-
navirus testing system.

Senior executives from 
Boston Consulting Group are 
being paid fees equivalent to 
£1.5 million a year to help 
speed up and reorganise the 
network.

ltHE tOriEs have delivered 
a snub to Britain’s first black 

archbishop by failing to award him 
an automatic life peerage.

As Archbishop of York, John sentamu, 
should have been given a life peerage 
after his retirement on 7 June.

However, number 10 failed to 
announce his peerage—breaking the 
precedent set for his two predecessors.

Radioactive water set 
to flow from nuke plant 
Japan’s government 
has reportedly decided 
to release more than 
1 million tonnes of 
contaminated water 
from the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear power 
plant into the sea.

an official decision 
could come by the end 
of the month, the Kyodo 
news agency said.

The government has 
long wanted to release 
the water into the pacific, 
despite opposition 
from local fisherfolk. 

They say it will add 
to the damage since 
an earthquake and 
tsunami in 2011 led to 
meltdowns at three of 
Fukushima’s reactors.

The plant’s operator, 

Tokyo Electric power 
(Tepco), estimates all 
of the available storage 
tanks will be full by 
the summer of 2022.

at present over 
1.23 million tonnes of 
water, which becomes 
contaminated when it 
mixes with water used 
to prevent the three 
damaged reactor cores 
from melting, were being 
stored in 1,044 tanks.

Bench and two chairs? 
It’s £40,000 for royals 
PrincEss Beatrice’s 
new husband Edoardo 
mapelli mozzi has 
revealed his expensive 
taste in furniture and 
fashion.

Beatrice, you will 
recall, is the child of 
prince Andrew and sarah, 
duchess of York. 

Property developer 
mapelli mozzi lists some 
of his most treasured 
possessions in a feature 
in the financial times 
newspaper.

mapelli mozzi, who 
married princess 
Beatrice in July, says, “i 
only buy a few things and 
i invest in authenticity 
and quality.” 

He goes on to reveal 

that his most recent 
favoured purchase was 
a 1958 two-seat bench 
with matching chairs 
costing £40,000.

As well as £300 
trainers and £190 shirts, 
the newest member of 
the royal family reveals 
that his favoured design 
is his company’s own 
moto fireplace, called 
Kwanza”.

Fire advice not 
used at Grenfell
A PrOJEct manager 
involved in the 
refurbishment of grenfell 
tower has said an 
expert architect was 
not appointed to further 
advise on the project’s 
design. this was despite 
advice to do so.

Kensington and chelsea 
tenant management 
Organisation (KctmO) 
project manager claire 
Williams was giving 
evidence last week to the 
inquiry into the fire that 
killed 72 people.

construction news 
reports that “consultant 
Artelia had submitted a 
proposal to Williams in 
february 2014, which 
included the suggestion 
that one of its architects 
with 15 years experience 
could oversee design 
changes.

“the proposal 
specifically included 
reference to the external 
cladding, and said the cDA 

would ensure compliance 
with regulations including 
fire-safety rules.” 

the proposed role would 
have cost the KctmO just 
under £31,000.

Williams denied that the 
decision not to use a cDA 
was due to the expense—
which Artelia previously 
claimed when giving 
evidence to the inquiry. 

this was despite an 
email from Williams, in 
January 2014, which 
stated her concern that 
costs would be impacted 
by “additional fees on a 
design adviser”. 

No QR codes 
for Commons
tHE Pcs union has said 
the authorities were 
putting workers at risk 
by ignoring government 
advice to display Qr codes 
around hospitality venues 
in the commons and Lords. 

this is despite threats of 
heavy fines for restaurants, 
cafes and canteens that 
fail to display a Qr code.

A Pcs spokesperson 
said, “the lack of care 
for our members’ health 
and safety increases the 
likelihood that we will 
have a serious outbreak of 
covid in parliament.”

John sentamu

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘What I do 
hear about 
QAnon is that 
they are very 
strongly against 
paedophilia, and 
I agree with that’
Donald Trump on the 
conspiracy group used by the 
racist and fascist right

‘85 percent of the 
people wearing 
the masks catch 
it, OK?’’
Trump on coronavirus

‘The quality 
of the UK’s 
legislative 
and executive 
institutions has 
diminished in 
recent years’
Moody’s ratings agency 
downgrading Britain’s credit 
score last week

 ‘I rejoiced with 
you in your 
victory against 
Manchester 
United’
Recently discovered 
handwritten letter from Tory 
leader Margaret Thatcher to 
Liverpool football club captain 
Emlyn Hughes in 1978

‘What’s my mum 
going to say?’
The main concern of cop 
Timothy Brehmer after he 
strangled Claire Parry in May
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l trOuBLEmAKEr rEPOrtED last 
month that tory agent Diana Danescu 

had been convicted of election fraud.
the article asked, “When an election 

agent for the trade unionist and socialist 
coalition was found guilty of a similar 
offence he was jailed for 15 months. it will 
be interesting to see what the tory gets.” 

now we know. Last week Danescu 
was given a suspended sentence and 
won’t spend a day in jail.

fukushima the happy couple

Just visiting? serco boss rupert soames (in blue shirt) at a prison

claire Williams giving evidence



Support 
for indyref 
increasing
The laTesT Ipsos Mori 
opinion poll on scottish 
independence has record 
numbers in favour, with  
58 percent saying they would 
vote for it.

support for the union is 
crumbling across scottish 
society, particularly among 
young people. The Tories’ 
disastrous handling of the 
coronavirus crisis has made 
them even more unpopular. 

Three quarters of those 
polled are dissatisfied with 
Boris Johnson and first 
minister Nicola sturgeon’s 
popularity is rising.

One recent poll showed 
the scottish National Party 
(sNP) is on course to win 
a substantial majority in 
the scottish Parliament 
elections next May. 

scotland voted against 
leaving the european 
Union. But support for 
independence is also on the 
rise among scottish voters 
who voted leave.

None of this means that 
independence is inevitable.

The sNP leadership does 
not have an alternative 
strategy that could force 
Boris Johnson’s government 
to agree to a second 
referendum vote, or accept 
scotland becoming an 
independent country.

Neil MacKay from all 
Under One Banner told 
socialist Worker, “There 
does not seem to be any 
real resistance to the Tories 
or a plan of action from the 
scottish government”.

It is only mass action by 
ordinary people that can 
force a second vote or bring 
about the radical change 
that workers in scotland are 
looking for.
Bob Fotheringham
Read the full article at  
bit.ly/ScotSW1020

Facebook workers fight 
less pay and more work
by Sophie Squire

CleanerS at Facebook’s head 
office in london have told Socialist 
Worker that bosses are “taking 
advantage of the pandemic to cut 
jobs and workers’ hours”.

The workers at the social media 
giant were facing redundancy, and 
are now being offered new contracts 
for the same job—but for fewer hours 
and less pay.

Workers said Facebook and 
 outsourcer Bidvest Noonan are giving 
them no choice but to either quit or 
work in even worse conditions for 
less money.

Worker Fanny told Socialist 
Worker that the situation for her and 
her family is “very bad”.

“I am a single mother with three 
kids,” she said. “I begged the com-
pany to give me 16 hours a week. My 
hours have been cut from 20 to 12 
hours.”

When the Cleaners and Allied 
Independent Workers Union (Caiwu) 
tried to speak to Facebook, it was told 
the company was “not the correct 
organisation” to talk to.

Facebook said the union should 
“engage with (outsourcers) JLL and 
Noonan Bidvest” instead.

Pushing
Caiwu is pushing for cleaning services 
at Facebook to be brought  in-house 
so that workers have the same rights 
as all their other staff.

Workers explained how the new 
contracts will make their conditions 
worse. 

“They offered me a job in Acton,” 
said Fanny.

“The travel will cost me over £50 
a week, I’m only making about £400 
in two weeks. How can I feed my 
children?”

Wilson, another cleaning worker, 
fears that if workers take these new 
contracts they will have to do twice 

the work. “They are reducing staff,” 
he told Socialist Worker. “Those who 
take new contracts—for less money—
will have to take on the work of  
two, or the quality of work will be 
worse.”

Wilson said the new attacks “will 
cause a lot of distress for workers 
who have worked for the company 
through the pandemic”.

And he said workers’ safety had 
been put at risk.

“There was a case in April where 
two workers tested positive for 
 Covid-19,” said Wilson. “Noonan 
requested that workers go into work 
to do a deep clean only two days 
after. We weren’t given personal 
protective equipment. There was no 

meeting or information about how to 
do our jobs as safely as possible. 

“And there was one incident where 
workers couldn’t come into work 
because of the virus. 

“The company then withheld their 
salaries even though they used holi-
day time. 

“The workers depended on that 
money—they eventually gave it to 
them—but this caused great distress 
and economic hardship.”

Wilson said bosses’ justifications 
for their attacks don’t add up.

“Bidvest Noonan says it is restruc-
turing the company because of the 
economic effects of the virus,” he 
said. 

“But these are all lies. The company 

is taking advantage of the pandemic 
to make job cuts and make money for 
themselves.”

Workers and Caiwu have already 
forced the company to delay its plans 
to make redundancies.

And on 12 October workers 
held a protest outside Facebook 
 headquarters in central London, 
which 30 people attended.

Workers at Facebook are leading 
the way in demanding that compa-
nies stop making profit out of a crisis 
at the expense of their workers.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

WorkerS organiSed a protest outside the firm’s headquarters in central london 

in thiS Week

 1975
Women in Iceland  
go on strike 
against low wages
Some 90 percent of the 
female population took 
part and refused to go 
to work, take care of 
children or do housework. 

iceland’s parliament 
passed a law promising 
equal pay in 1976.

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5607 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

Socialist Worker is like Woody 
Guthrie’s guitar: it kills fascists.  
I love it.” 

Mike Davis— 
Author and political activist

I supporT The AppeAl becAuse...Socialist Worker gives a voice to the 
people fighting for a better world. 
Throughout the pandemic it has taken on  
the racist scapegoating and anti working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes and 
protests that can beat back the bosses 
and bigots. We are asking everyone who 
enjoys Socialist Worker to donate as much 
as they can to help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£77,324

neWS 3
Socialist Worker 21 October 2020



Royal Mail delayed Covid-19 
deep clean over cash row
Postal workers’ 
demands for safety 
were ignored at a 
major Royal Mail 
workplace where more 
than 20 people have 
caught coronavirus.

at least 22 people 
at the Cardiff delivery 
office and mail centre 
have tested positive 
for Covid-19 over the 
past three weeks. 

several more had 
to self-isolate as a 
precaution.

Meanwhile, an 
outbreak at a car 
dealership on the 
same road meant 
another 13 workers 
there also had to self-
isolate.

Managers delayed 
deep cleaning the 
Royal Mail site after 
the first positive 
case amid rows over 
who would pay for 
it, according to CWU 
union officials. 

CWU south East 
Wales amal branch 
secretary amarjite 
singh told socialist 
Worker, “about two 
weeks ago we had our 
first Covid-19 incident 
in the mail centre.

“We raised our 
concerns. although 

the individual self-
isolated, we asked 
management to put 
in extra cleaning, 
especially around 
touch points—the 
toilet, doors, the 
canteen.

“It was only after 
we got Public Health 
Wales and our Welsh 
assembly members 
involved that Royal 
Mail started the 
cleaning we’d asked 
for.”

amarjite said 
“obstructive” Royal 
Mail managers at 
first argued over 
which part of the 
company should pay 

for the deep clean. 
Bosses said they 
weren’t responsible, 
and that Royal Mail 
Property and Facilities 
Management—a 
separate body with its 
own budget—should 
pay instead. 

they were also slow 
to give complete and 
appropriate safety 
advice—potentially 
putting more workers 
at risk.

“It seemed no one 
wanted to pay for 
the extra cleaning,” 
said amarjite. “Forget 
who’s paying for it—
they should protect 
the workforce.”

Over 20 post workers at the Cardiff site tested positive
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Union backs 
two-week 
shutdown of 
secondaries
The infection rate among secondary 
school pupils rose by more than in 
any other age group since September

The NeU education union has 
called for a two-week shutdown 
of secondary schools and col-
leges in an attempt to deal with 
the surge in coronavirus cases.

It would mean the half term holi-
day being extended to a fortnight.

Meanwhile, the Welsh Labour 
government announced on Monday 
that secondary schools would 
close as part of a two-week fire-
break lockdown from 23 October to  
9 November.  

Primary schools will go back after 
one week of half term.  

Secondary schools will remain 
shut, apart from years 7 and 8, for 
the second week.

The rate of Covid-19 infections 
among school year 7 to school year 
11—secondaries—rose from 40 per 
100,000 on 1 September to 930 per 
100,000 on 8 October. 

That’s 23 times more, and a 
bigger rise than any other age group.

Another set of figures show that 
infection rates amongst  secondary 
pupils tripled in the  fortnight 
between 23 September and 8 
October.

This is the same rate of growth 
as for university students. But  
secondary students are generally 
living with their families, and it is 
much harder to isolate them.

 NEU joint general secretary Kevin 
Courtney, said, “Scientists have con-
sistently told the prime minister and 
the department for education that 
secondary students transmit the 
virus as much as adults.

Warned 
“We have warned them that, because 
we have among the biggest class sizes 
in Europe, we have  overcrowded 
classrooms and corridors without 
effective social distancing.

“These children live in families 
and are part of communities.

“So even if they have few or no 
symptoms themselves they are still 
part of spreading the virus to others, 
including to teachers and other 
school staff.”

Debs Gwynn is a teacher in 
Liverpool, one of the areas in the 

government’s “Tier 3” category.
She told Socialist Worker, “Schools 
and colleges are scary places. In our 
school we’re lucky we have good sys-
tems in place. 

“But if you’re in schools that 
aren’t doing that you are going to 
get a backlash.

“There are more safety measure 
we could take. 

“Some of the demands in the NEU 
ten point plan from the summer were 
about retraining people as teachers 
and other education workers. 

“We could requisition buildings, 
then can have smaller class sizes.”

It’s good the NEU has made the 
call for a shutdown. But it raises sev-
eral issues.

If it is to be meaningful, it has to 
be backed by action if, as is highly 
likely, the government refuses to 
implement it. 

That would mean using walkouts 
and the Section 44 provisions under 
health and safety laws.

And if secondaries and col-
leges should be shut, what about 
primaries?

And if a shutdown is right now, it 
logically should not end until there 
is a substantial improvement in the 
rates of infection.

It’s time for serious action.
support the People Before Profit 
group’s emergency programme for 
jobs, services and safety  
peoplebefore-profit.com 

back story
The rate of Covid-19 infections 
in secondary schools has risen 
sharply since reopening in 
September 
lamong year 7 to school year 11 
it rose from 40 per 100,000 to 
930 per 10,000 
lthat’s 23 times higher and a 
bigger rise than in any other age 
group 
lanother set of figures shows 
rates among secondary school 
pupils tripled in the fortnight 
between 23 september and  
8 october 

eDUCATION UNION members protest over an unsafe return to schools in June Picture: Guy Smallman

Students and workers demand action 
over coronavirus crisis in universities
University stUdents and 
staff took part in a day of action 
last Friday to protest at their 
treatment by management 
during the pandemic.

in Manchester 40 students 
gathered and then walked down 
the road, holding flares and 
blocking traffic.

Ambrose, who is at Manchester 
university, told socialist Worker, 
“After the day of action everyone 
feels more geared up to keep 
going. 

“next week there is a rent 
strike planned and we’ll be 
protesting again for that.”

students held a stall outside 
trinity College in Cambridge. 
Activists said that it was 
important to come out as the 
college is looking to make  
90 university workers redundant.

Demanded  
in Glasgow students held their 
protest outside the library. they 
then marched down the road and 
demanded that the university 
keep students “virus free.”

students gathered outside 
the Courtroom student 
accommodation in Bristol. 

Activists said that those 
inside the accommodation also 
held banners and signs at their 
windows. Protesters said that 
they will continuing the fight 
and will be supporting a rent 

strike starting next saturday. in 
sheffield students along with 
activists from trade unions 
and groups such as the Acorn 
renters’ union, the UCU and the 
neU union gathered outside a 
sheffield Hallam university hall 
of residence. 

the protests come as the 
government has said that all 
students could endure a two-week 
lockdown so that they can return 
to their families for Christmas.

But university bosses and 
student leaders are questioning 
the practicality of locking tens of 
thousands of students down. 

And many question whether 
it would make any difference to 

stopping the spread of the virus.  
dr ellen Brooks-Pollock, an 
epidemic modeller at the 
University of Bristol, said, 
“two weeks might be enough 
for students living in smaller 
households, living with two or 
three other people. 

“But in these halls of 
residence, where there are really 
a lot of people living together, it 
could just lead to an outbreak in 
those halls of residence.

“And if there’s already 
disseminated infections, many 
of which are unobserved, two 
weeks wouldn’t be long enough 
at the end of term—it’s too late, 
essentially.”

Glasgow students take to the streets Picture: Hector Sierra

Test, trace ... and arrest 
CoPs WIll be given 
the details of people 
who have been told 
to self-isolate through 
the privatised NHs 
test and trace system. 

those who are 
not self-isolating 
“without reasonable 
justification” may 
have their name, 
address and contact 
details given to the 
local authority and the 
police.

the Department 
of Health and social 
Care said the police 
will be able to access 
information “on a 
case-by-case” basis. 

“this may lead to 
enforcement action 
being taken against 
you, which could 
include you being 
fined,” its website 
says. 

Fines were 
introduced as part 
of the tories’ plans 

to pass the blame 
of rising cases onto 
individuals’ behaviour. 

one of the 
government’s own 
advisers, chief 
medical officer Chris 
Whitty, warned that 
information being 
given to the police 
could put people 
off being tested for 
Covid-19. 

anti-racists also 
fear data passed on 
to the police could 
be used for other 
purposes, such as 
authorities tracking 
down undocumented 
migrants.  

Another appsolute failure 
as MaNy as four 
million users of the 
NHs coronavirus app 
were sent incorrect 
risk-level change 
alerts in England and 
Wales last Friday. 

app users in high 
risk areas received 
alerts about “rising 
risk levels”. 

yet the app would 

only give them 
information about 
medium risk areas.

official government 
guidance about the 
three-tier system 
has already been 
causing confusion. 
But notifications 
contradicting guidance 
on an area’s risk 
level has added to 

the chaos. the app 
already had problems 
after a “glitch” meant 
thousands of people 
were not contacted 
about self-isolating. 

and bugs meant 
users would receive 
notifications about 
“possible Covid-19 
exposure”, which 
would disappear.  

Adviser Chris Whitty 

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

The TorieS are weak— 
and we can STop Them

 t 
he Tory government is 
wrecking working class 
people’s futures, and 
gambling with their lives. 

But it is also weaker 
than at any point since the last 
general election. Boris Johnson’s 
approval rating is tumbling and 
sections of his own MPs are at 
war.

Last weekend 20 Tory MPs 
urged Manchester to accept tier 
three Covid-19 restrictions just 
as their “red Wall” counterparts 
were railing against the measures.

The party’s internal WhatsApp 
group reflected the scale of 
the infighting, with northern 
MPs accusing the signatories of 
“throwing them under a bus” 
in order to curry favour with 
Number 10.

yet the government carries on 
with its toxic non-strategy.

 Its reckless policies are 
promoting the spread of Covid-19, 
all while it pretends to have the 
virus under control.

Just look at how university 
workers and students have been 
fed to the dogs.

Thousands of students are 
forced to self-isolate in halls of 
residence and pay extortionate 
fees for online learning. And 

millions of workers are being 
callously thrown on the jobs 
scrapheap just as the Tories deny 
them the support they need.

The present “emergency” 
scheme means the government 
will pay bosses two thirds of 
the wages of staff in businesses 
if they have to close under new 
restrictions.

If you’re on Johnson’s £3,000 a 
week salary you can afford to lose 
a third of it. you can’t if you are on 
£300 a week.

The biggest shock is still to 
come. 

The furlough scheme is due 
to end in its current form at the 
end of this month. Its wholly 
inadequate replacement means 

that the minority of workers facing 
unemployment who qualify will lose 
a quarter or more of their wage.

Most will simply be sacked or 
not be given any shifts on their 
zero hour contracts.

We need a completely different 
approach. As a minimum the Tories 
and bosses should be forced to 
guarantee 100 percent of people’s 
wages if they are threatened with 
unemployment. There also should 
be no proposed cuts in benefits.

Failing firms should be 
nationalised under democratic 
control. As coronavirus cases soar, 
there needs to be lockdowns of  
non-essential workplaces with 
workers sent home on full pay.

Test and trace has to be taken 
from the privatisers such as Serco 
and run with the support of local 
public health services.

Unsafe schools have to close, 
but with full provision for free 
meals, food distribution and 
childcare.

The Tories won’t move without 
a fight. They still cling onto the 
idea that it’s “business as usual” by 
refusing to push for measures that 
may actually halt the rising tide of 
the second wave.

It’s time to fight to lock down 
the Tories

raciSTS exploiT mUrder
 t  he MUrder and beheading 

of teacher Samuel Paty 
in France last week was 

appalling. It must not be used to 
deepen Islamophobia and racism.

Paty had shown his school class 
an image produced by the Charlie 
hebdo magazine of a naked 
caricature of Mohammed. he had 
told Muslim children to turn their 
backs or leave the room

It was rightly seen as an insult. 
Chechen refugee Abdoullakh 
Anzonov then killed Paty.

Now official French society, 

drenched in Islamophobia, has 
seen a chance to step up its 
institutional racism.

A wave of hypocrisy about “free 
speech” has followed. Macron—
the brutaliser and blinder of yellow 
Vest protesters and the initiator of 
imperialist wars in Africa—says he 
is for freedom. 

he adds that the killing proves 
the need for his new law on 
Islamic “separatism”. This includes 
a host of measures where Muslims 
are treated differently to others.

The right, except for the 

fascists, backed Macron. Marine 
Le Pen’s fascists want to go much 
further.  disgracefully most of the 
left—from the Socialist Party to 
Jean-Luc Melenchon of France 
Unbowed—have also swallowed 
“national unity” with a racist, anti 
working class state. 

Melenchon attacked the whole 
Chechen community.

This horrific murder must not 
be seized upon to deepen the 
Islamophobia and state repression 
that are the context in which it 
happened.

The Tories’ 
reckless policies 
are promoting 
the spread of 
coronavirus 

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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AnAlysis 
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AnAlysis 
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Can Johnson survive 
Covid-19 and Brexit?
“WEAK AND nasty” has been a good description of all 
Tory governments since the fall of Margaret Thatcher 
nearly 30 years ago. None fit this description better than 
Boris Johnson’s administration. 

This may seem surprising. After all, Johnson used the 
Brexit impasse to seize the premiership, purge the Tory Party 
of its pro-European wing, and win an 80-seat parliamentary 
majority. In other circumstances—for example, the 
comparatively balmy economic weather Tony Blair’s 
governments enjoyed—this might be enough.

But times are much harsher now. Johnson has to deal with 
two huge challenges. The first is how to negotiate the terms 
of Britain’s future trade relationship with the European 
Union (EU). The second is the Covid-19 pandemic.

The fact that he’s struggling with both isn’t simply a 
matter of personal incompetence, though it plays a part. 
The deeper problem is the ideological incoherence of the 
government. It is caught between traditional Thatcherism 
with its fetish of the “free market” and, what an interesting 
article in the Financial Times newspaper last month called, 
the “pivot to sovereignty”. 

The Brexiteer wing of the Tory Party has tended to be 
ultra neoliberals who denounce the EU as a protectionist 
bloc blocking Britain’s access to the world market. 

Hence the rhetoric after the 2016 Brexit referendum 
about “global Britain” and the largely fruitless hunt for  free-
trade agreements. This project has been stillborn. 

The harsh reality is that the world economy is dominated 
by three huge, competing, and increasingly antagonistic 
trade blocs— the US, the EU, and China. 

So the government has drifted towards greater state 
intervention in the economy. One of the sticking points 
in the negotiations with the EU is Britain’s insistence on 
providing state aid for industry. 

This is apparently because Johnson’s chief adviser 
Dominic Cummings wants it to promote new hi-tech firms.

But the pandemic has shown that the Tories haven’t 
really broken with Thatcherism. It requires the determined 
application of a high level of state control—to reduce the 
circulation of the virus, to support workers and businesses 
during the shutdowns.

Completely 
Johnson has been completely unable to deliver any of this. 
In the name of “freedom” the Tories slept through the onset 
of the pandemic, locked down too late, opened up again 
too early, and have responded to the second wave in a 
half-hearted and incoherent way. The resulting shambles is 
evident to all.

The three-tier system was adopted, against the scientists’ 
advice, by a divided cabinet. Chancellor Rishi Sunak led the 
opposition to a proper lockdown that might break the revival 
of the pandemic. Johnson fears him as a potential challenger 
for the Tory leadership. And he can’t rely on his 80-seat 
majority. 

Apparently Number 10 hoped that Keir Starmer’s call for 
a short “circuit-breaker” national lockdown might unite the 
Tory party behind him. Instead, 42 Tory backbenchers voted 
last week against tighter restrictions. Meanwhile, Johnson’s 
negligence has allowed Covid-19 to flare up in the north of 
England, in precisely the ex-industrial areas, once Labour’s 
“red wall” seats, which swung Tory last December. 

As Lynsey Hanley put it in the Financial Times, “This is the 
real ‘red wall’—a continuous band of high coronavirus rates 
running from Liverpool in the west to Newcastle in the east. 
What unites ‘the north’ in this sense, and what this ‘red wall’ 
highlights, is the nature of working poverty.” 

The government’s ineptitude has even created an alliance 
of northern Tory MPs with the Labour mayor of Greater 
Manchester Andy Burnham to oppose putting the region 
under the strictest restrictions.

The two crises interact. Johnson almost certainly still 
wants to cut a trade deal with the EU. His ultimatum last 
Friday, demanding “a fundamental change of approach” 
from the EU, was a widely expected ploy. 

But the EU believes it has the upper hand. And the 
pressure Johnson is under over the pandemic reduces his 
room for manoeuvre. This is a game of chicken where both 
sides may overplay their hands.

GrAffiTTi sAys the North is not a petri dish (above) Keir starmer (below)  

Don’t trust Andy Burnham’s 
posturing over lockdown
by nick clark 

ANDy BurNhAM has 
wanted to be Labour Party 
leader for most of his 
career. he stood in two 
leadership elections and 
failed both times.

Now, as  Manchester 
mayor, maybe he’s found an 
alternative.

Labour’s actual leader 
Keir Starmer has only just—
reluctantly—begun to chal-
lenge the Tories’ handling 
of the coronavirus pan-
demic. Meanwhile Burnham 
is making a show of taking a 
stand.

Burnham placed himself 
front and centre of a row 
over the Tories’ attempts to 
impose “tier 3” coronavi-
rus restrictions on Greater 
Manchester. 

He claims this is—at least 
partly—about demanding 
better support for workers 
who would be furloughed or 
laid off.

Demand
That’s an important demand. 
He’s certainly caused Boris 
Johnson more bother than 
Starmer ever has.

But he knows not to swim 
too strongly against the tide.

When Tony Blair and 
Gordon Brown led Labour, 
Burnham was a Blairite. 

As health secretary in 
Brown’s government, he 
oversaw privatisation in the 
NHS through PFI contracts. 

When Blairism was finished, 
Burnham twice stood as the 
candidate for “change”—but 
not too much change—in 
Labour’s leadership elections.

And after being beaten 
by Jeremy Corbyn in 2015, 
Burnham wrangled himself 
a job in his shadow cabinet. 

As Labour MPs waged war 
on Corbyn, Burnham kept his 
distance from both and then 
left parliament to become 
Manchester mayor.

Now the vogue in Labour 
is to talk earnestly about 
winning back the trust of 
lost working class voters in 

its “red wall heartlands”.
Burnham has found him-
self nicely placed to pose as 
Labour’s voice of the north.

He wants to pose as a 
defender of working class 
people who face unsafe work-
places, pay cuts or job losses. 

But he also wants to protect 
bosses who fear workplace 
shutdowns would hit their 
profits—and would react by 
slashing jobs and pay.

Posing as a defender of 
“the north” lets Burnham 
pretend he can do both, sim-
ilar to how Labour uses pat-
riotism to pretend bosses and 
workers share a “national 
interest”.

In the end, business will 
come first. Burnham looked 
set to agree a funding deal 
with the Tories as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

The Telegraph newspa-
per speculated that it would 
involve the government 
handing £100 million in 
extra support to the Greater 
Manchester area.

Liverpool was given almost 
£50 million in support when 
it agreed to tier three status, 
covering extra money for 
local businesses and for 
enhanced test and trace. 
Manchester has double the 
population of Merseyside.

Burnham has managed 
to boost his standing in 
the Labour Party. But, like 
Starmer and the rest of his 
party, he offers no effective 
defence of working class 
people.

Labour faces two ways
BAcK iN february Andy 
Burnham had already 
begun to complain that 
Labour was “top-down” 
and  “London centric”.

Last week he spoke 
for regional council 
leaders against tier 
3 restrictions.

But rather than an 
argument for 
measures 
to protect 
ordinary people 
everywhere, 
this was pitched 
as a defence of 
“the north”.

“The north 
stands on the 
brink of being 

back into where we 
were in the 1980s—just 
forgotten and pushed 
aside,” he said. 

“But we won’t let 
that happen.”

At times he 
dangerously suggested 
that the Tories were 
“exaggerating” the 

coronavirus 
number in 
the region.

Burnham 
wants to have 
his Eccles cake 
and eat it. Like 
every Labour 
politician, he 
tries to face 
two ways.Andy Burnham 
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Message of resistance at 
anti-racist conference
by Tomáš Tengely-evans

Anti-rAcists celebrated blows 
to fascist parties in Greece, 
slovakia and Austria at an 
international conference last 
weekend. 

The opening rally of Stand Up 
To Racism’s (SUTR) online confer-
ence heard from Greek anti-fascists 
Petros Constantinou and Thanasis 
Kampagiannis. Thanasis was a 
lawyer in the prosecution of Nazi 
party Golden Dawn. 

Party leaders were sent down 
for 13 years last Wednesday for 
setting up and running a criminal 
organisation. 

Other party members were sen-
tenced for the murder of anti-fascist 
rapper Pavlos Fyssas, the attempted 
murder of Egyptian migrants and 
attacks on trade unionists. 

Thanasis said, “We have had 
a tremendous victory in Greece 
with the conviction of the Nazis of 
Golden Dawn. 

“Golden Dawn was a tiny, openly 
Nazi organisation that started with 
a magazine in the beginning of the 
1980s. They were infamous for their 
violent attacks and admiration of 
Hitler and the Holocaust. 

“They made a breakthrough in 
the national elections during the 
financial crisis and polled as the 
third party for quite some time.

Fascist
“The penal prosecution against 
them was the result of the  
anti-fascist uprising that followed 
the murder of anti-fascist Pavlos 
Fyssas in September 2013. 

“Only under this popular pres-
sure did the state begin to act.” 

Discussion about the Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) movement, which 
exploded onto the streets after the 
police murder of George Floyd, ran 
through the conference. 

At an online workshop on BLM, 
people heard from nurse Neomi 
Bennett and Andrew Boateng who 
were stopped by the cops. 

Neomi  was  convic ted  of 
 obstructing a police officer after 
cops stopped her because she had 
tinted windows in 2019. She told 
the workshop, “I kept asking why I 
was being treated in this way. 

“When I kept naming the ele-
phant in the room—which is race—
he insisted on taking me back to the 
police station. 

“Despite me not having commit-
ted any crime, I was made to spend 
the night in a police cell. If I was a 
white nurse, I would not have been 
treated like that. I had to fight all 
the way up to the crown court and 
walked through without a stain on 
my character. 

“I’ve still not had a word of apol-
ogy from the police about how 
degrading my treatment was.” 

Elizabeth from south London said, 
“We’ve got to remember that people 
want real change”. She argued that 
“this is where the detail comes in” 
around challenging policies such as 
Section 60. 

“Because it’s not a handful of cops 
that make the police institutionally 
racist,” she said. Other workshops 
centred on decolonising  education, 
fighting fascism and disproportion-
ate black deaths from coronavirus.

Discussion About the black Lives Matter movement ran throughout the conference 

Defending migrants’ rights
Anti-rAcists protested 
against plans for a new 
immigration enforcement 
centre in newham, east 
London, last Friday.

Around 45 supporters of 
stand up to racism (sutr) 
protested outside Warehouse 
K, near the Excel centre. 

A statement from Labour 
MP Lyn brown said, “it’s 
good to know that opposition 
to the hostile environment, 
and the injustice it has 
created in our communities, 
remains strong in newham.

“We all know the disgraceful 
way the Windrush Generation 
has been treated for decades 
and that this country’s 
immigration system is neither 

fair nor compassionate.” 
Meanwhile, around 20 

sutr supporters rallied at 
very short notice outside the 
Penally refugee camp in tenby, 
west Wales, last saturday.

sutr West Wales reported, 
“When we arrived, ten or 
so anti-refugee racists had 
occupied the area around 
the gates and were verbally 
abusing the men in the camp 
and not allowing them to leave. 

“We occupied the area in 
front of the gates much to 
the joy of the camp residents. 
some very useful conversations 
were had with the guys in the 
camp about how we could help 
with practical issues, safety 
and facilitating legal support.”

NHS charges 
delay vital 
treatments
Migrants denied nHs services 
under racist immigration rules 
had to wait an average of 37 
weeks for treatment, according 
to a damning new report.

almost 60 percent of those 
surveyed by the Doctors of 
the World charity needed 
an “urgent” or “immediately 
necessary” nHs service.

One undocumented migrant 
in the report, saloum, fled 
political persecution in gambia 
in West africa where he had 
campaigned against female 
genital mutilation. 

He came to Derby ten years 
ago and worked odd jobs. 

One day in December 
2018 during a period of 
homelessness, saloum fell 
unconscious on the street. 

He woke up a few days 
later lying in the royal Derby 
Hospital, where he was 
diagnosed with two brain 
tumours and lung cancer and 
given days to live. 

saloum said that after a few 

days of treatment, “somebody 
came and told me they couldn’t 
care for me anymore because of 
my status. 

“they told me i’d have to pay, 
and it would be very expensive.”

Migrants from outside the 
European Union have to pay a 
health surcharge—on top of visa 
costs—which rose to £624 this 
month. 

it’s even worse for 
refused asylum seekers and 
undocumented migrants. 

they have to pay 150 percent 
of the nHs tariff, the prices 
attached to different health 
services. 

those who cannot pay 
are denied treatment unless 
it is considered “urgent or 
immediately necessary”. 

Yet some hospitals have 
denied care to people 
nonetheless. 

Caseworkers from Doctors 
of the World helped saloum 
register with a gP and 
persuaded the nHs to give him 
the treatment he was entitled to. 

But health bosses put 
constant pressure on sal to pay 
for treatment and withheld care 
because of outstanding charges 
until his death.
For the full report go to  
bit.ly/docsworld1020 

saloum was told to pay for care 
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 Belarus revolt faces repression  
 but threatens a general strike
As protests in Belarus continue, 
workers’ solidarity must be central—
not the actions of European leaders 
says Tomáš Tengely-Evans
THE REVOLT in Belarus is at 
a crossroads after more than 
two months of mass protests 
against president Aleksander 
Lukashenko.

The regime authorised the use 
of live bullets against protesters 
last Monday. The following day 
opposition leaders issued an ulti-
matum for Lukashenko to resign by  
25 October.

Deputy interior minister and 
criminal police chief, Colonel 
Gennady Kazakevich, branded 
protesters as “radicals, anarchists 
and football fans”.

“Law enforcement officers and 
internal troops will not leave the 
streets and will use riot control 
equipment and lethal weapons if 
need be,” he said.

On a recent demonstration police 
arrested more than 700 people and 
brutally beat many. The following 
day 14,000 people joined a sponta-
neous pensioners’ march in Minsk—
which was attacked by the police.

Meanwhile, liberal opposition 
leader Svetlana Tichanovskaya 
issued a “people’s ultimatum” call-
ing for Lukashenko’s resignation, 
an end to police repression and the 
release of political prisoners.

She said, “all enterprises will 
begin a strike, all roads will be 
blocked, state-owned stores will 
no longer have any sales” on  
26 October. 

Tichanovskaya called on figures 
in the police, military and state 
apparatuses to “declare publicly that 
you no longer support the regime”. 

“Everyone who has not yet made 
the decision to switch to the side of 
the people is an accessory to terror,” 
she said.

Increased mobilisation is what’s 

needed. But, underlining the 
tensions inside the anti-Lukashenko 
movement, Tichanovskaya has 
been courting pro-market European 
leaders.

Supporting the Belarusian revolt 
requires working class solidarity 
not lining up behind our own hyp-
ocritical rulers.

German workers could refuse 
to repair Aleksander Lukashenko’s 
presidential plane at Hamburg 
airport. A statement from the 
Lufthansa Technik workers’ union 
said, “It is Lukashenko’s aircraft, 
who at the same time is shooting 
at demonstrators in Belarus.

“Even while we are stuck in 
lengthy negotiations due to the eco-
nomic crisis, we do not forget our 
long tradition of international soli-
darity and stand side by side with 
the Belarusian workers.”

Western leaders are posing as 
supporters of the fight for freedom 
in Belarus. But these same states 
were willing to court Lukashenko 
when it suited their business inter-
ests in the last decade. 

Hundreds of thousands continue to take to the streets of Minsk and other cities across Belarus

Health protests across France as 
Macron looks for a new scapegoat
HEALTH WORKERS across France 
protested on Thursday against 
conditions that have left them 
feeling on the brink of collapse.

They held rallies and marches 
to denounce atrocious working 
conditions and staff shortages 
that have left them exhausted and 
demoralised.

Marchers in many of the major 
cities called for an end to hospital 
closures, more staff for hospitals 
and nursing homes, and better 
pay.

In Vaucluse in southern France, 
demonstrator Sandrine told France 
Bleu newspaper, “Before we were 
the heroes, today we are the 
forgotten ones. 

“None of us have received the 
bonus we were promised.”

In July mass demonstrations, 
strikes and consistent campaigning 
forced the government to give a 
pay rise to health workers. But 

many workers were angry that the 
amount was too small. 

One A&E technician in Avignon 
told Socialist Worker, “We only 
just made it through the first wave, 
and there were points when we 
were choosing who would live and 
who would die.

Learned
“Now the second wave hits and 
it feels as if we have learned 
nothing.”

President Emmanuel Macron 
knows there is deep anger in 
society. He has been forced to 
make gestures towards a reckoning 
with the government’s failure to 
deal with Covid-19.

Police searched the homes of 
health minister Olivier Veran, 
former prime minister Edouard 
Philippe and other officials on 
Thursday as part of an inquiry 
into the government’s handling 

of coronavirus. Veran is one of 
several current or former ministers 
under investigation over their 
response to the coronavirus 
pandemic following complaints by 
victims of Covid-19 that they were 
too slow to act.

Of course it may lead to no 
action. Or it may be a move by 
Macron to find a scapegoat for his 
own failures.

A high-profile battle over jobs 
has begun at the Grandpuits oil 
refinery near Paris.

Bosses at Total have said it will 
close with the loss of 700 jobs. 
Workers at the plant, who have a 
long history of militancy, held a 
one-day strike on Tuesday to kick 
off resistance.

They barricaded roads around 
the site and halted shipments.

These are the sorts of struggles 
that are desperately needed.
Charlie Kimber

BACK STORY
The Belarusian democracy 
movement erupted after 
Lukashenko claimed 80 percent 
of the vote over 10 percent for 
Tichanovskaya
lMore than 100,000 people 
have joined marches through the 
capital Minsk—and towns and 
cities across the country every 
Sunday for the past 12 weeks 
lThis helped ignite a wave of 
strikes at dozens of state-owned 
enterprises that shook the 
Lukashenko regime to the core

Golden Dawn leaders sentenced
LEADERS OF the Greek Nazi 
party Golden Dawn were 
sentenced to prison last week 
for running a violent criminal 
organisation.

Six former Golden Dawn 
MPs—including leader Nikos 
Mihaloliakos—were each 
sentenced to 13 years in prison.

Golden Dawn member 
Giorgos Roupakias was 
sentenced to life in prison for 
murdering anti-fascist rapper 
Pavlos Fyssas.

 The result of the five and 
a half year trial was the final 

nail in the coffin for the 
Nazi organisation—once a 
dangerous force in Greece.

But anti-fascist campaigning 
forced the Nazis back—kicking 
them out of parliament in 
elections last year, and securing 
their convictions.

The case tried 68 members of 
the Nazi group. 

It rolled a number of 
cases—including the murder 
and assault of anti-fascists, 
migrants and trade unionists—
into a charge that Golden Dawn 
is a criminal organisation.
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We can call 
Trump fascist
Alex CAlliniCos says 
Trump is not a fascist 
(socialist Worker, 14 
october). We hear this 
quite a lot—it’s as if we 
have a clear definition of 
fascism. We don’t.

Just as Keir starmer 
and i can say we are 
socialists we can 
also describe, Trump, 
Bolsonaro, Duterte, 
Farage, and even 
Johnson as fascists. 

They all have a 
contempt for democracy, 
hate the working class, 
are corrupt in nature, 
and are racist. They all 
encourage the far right. 

They would all have 
no problem rounding 
us all up and putting us 
against the wall.

Philip Foxe
On Facebook

Every Tory a 
bad news story
noTiCe anything about 
this inVenToRY?

lCovid—DesUlToRY
lBoJo—DilAToRY
lGove—

PeRFUnCToRY
lCummings—

lAVAToRY
not very poetic eh?

Nigel Coward
West London

Fund better 
transport
HiGH sPeeD rail line 
Hs2 is unnecessary and 
a total waste of money. 

Rather than shave a 
few minutes off a journey, 
why not invest this 
money into improving 
the public transport we 
already have?

Sandra Summers
On Twitter

Stop students 
from suffering
WHY ARe our children 
being made to suffer at 
schools and universities?

When will parents 
stand together as 
one and say enough 
is enough—close the 
schools?

Susan Mitton
On Twitter

Keir Starmer 
still useless
KeiR sTARmeR finally 
called for a lockdown last 
week. 

But he still wants 
workplaces to stay open. 

The Tories aren’t the 
only ones who put profit 
before people.

Cathy Lane
Carlisle

9

Just a 
thought...

A well rooted campaign 

 Labour council forced into tree apology
SHEFFIELD Labour 
council has been forced to 
apologise for acting in 
secrecy during tree 
fellings which sparked 
widespread protests.

Secret plans to chop 
down half of the city’s 
35,000 street trees under 
a £2.2 billion PFI deal 
with multinational Amey 
were revealed two years 
ago. But shamefully 
councillors and council 
officials still denied it and 
defended their stance.

Now a report by the 
Local Government 
Ombudsman into the 
council’s actions has ruled 

that the authority misled 
the public, and ordered 
an apology.

The investigation has 
vindicated the campaign.

Work being carried out 
for Amey by private 
contractor Acorn was 

stopped in 2018 by 
protests from those of us 
living on Meersbrook Park 
Road. Campaigners held 
firm in the face of 
bullying and intimidation.

Security videoed 
everybody. But despite 
violent “forceful removal” 
of protesters, they failed. 

The council falsely 
insisted trees to be felled 
were “dangerous, dead, 
diseased, dying, damaging 
or discriminatory.” 

Now we know the real 
reason was another 
d-word—deception.

Phil Turner
Sheffield

All working class school 
students are let down 
Professor Matthew 
Goodwin told parliament 
that privilege theory 
contributes to poor 
performance by white boys.

He said this affects their 
self-esteem and makes 
them feel that they have to 
apologise for their race. 

The argument 
conveniently ignores the 
lack of funding to local 
state schools. 

But it’s also divisive. As 
Dr Charlotte Lydia riley 
said, “’White working class’ 
is not a useful category of 
analysis. It’s the ‘working 

class’ bit that leads to 
inequality, not the 
whiteness.”

The attack on privilege 
theory in the name of 
defending white working 
class boys completely 
misses the experience of 
black students and their 
experience of racism. 

The answer is not to 
attack privilege theory but 
to deal with the 
fundamental issues that fail 
working class students from 
all backgrounds.

Naima Omar
East London

Shielding ‘guidance’ puts 
vulnerable people at risk 
THE TORIES’ new guidance on 
shielding means there’s pressure 
on people to return to work.

The guidance issued last week 
said that despite new restrictions—
and a second wave of infections—
vulnerable are not encouraged to 
“shield”—to stay at home.

It basically means that, in their 
eyes, we don’t exist anymore. We’ll 
just be asked to go to work.

Ten years ago I got swine flu, 
which gave me pneumonia. I spent 
three days in isolation in hospital 
on oxygen.

When the coronavirus struck I 
was one of millions of people who 
were sent home. I’ve been capably 
doing my job from home ever 
since. But over the last few week 

the government has effectively 
abolished those protections. 

They’re saying that even those 
who are extremely vulnerable can 
travel to—and work—in a 
workplace.

This is at a time when the virus 
is spreading out of control.

I’m facing the beginning of 
pressure to return to the office as 
we are told it is Covid safe. 

This is despite outbreaks in 
factories and workplaces across 
the country and the spread of the 
virus to our children as well.

If the government cared about 
anything other than profit they 
would make a test and trace system 
that worked. They would keep 
people at home who are vulnerable. 

And they would give a decent 
standard of living for those who are 
told to self-isolate because they’ve 
been in contact with the disease.

There must be so many people 
who’ve had to continue shielding 
without any support. 

I have a shielding friend who 
hasn’t left the house. She’s 
terrified but she’s on her own. The 
idea of being told to return to 
work fills her full of dread.

Nobody really knows who’s still 
shielding or not. 

If you didn’t get a shielding 
letter in March but you consider 
yourself vulnerable you could be 
existing with no support at all.

Pete
Address provided

A bad film 
to watch
I WAs somewhat disturbed 
to read socialist Worker 
recommending Mark 
Herman’s film of John 
Boyne’s controversial novel 
The Boy in the striped 
Pyjamas (socialist Worker, 
7 october).

As a Holocaust novel, 
Boyne’s story is deeply 
flawed. 

Worryingly, it has 
supplanted The Diary of 
Anne frank as the main 
text in Holocaust education 
in British schools.

In Boyne’s story Bruno, 
the young son of a Nazi 
death camp commandant, 
befriends shmuel, a Jewish 
child, through the perimeter 
fence of the camp. 

Ultimately, through 
mishap, the two boys die 
together in a gas chamber. 

Alarmingly, a study in 
scotland discovered the 
story leads children to 
sympathise, first and 
foremost, with Bruno’s 
parents. 

These are a Nazi 
commandant and his wife, 
rather than the primary 
victims of the Holocaust, 
the Jews.

The reason children give 
is that Bruno was not 
“supposed” to die.

Boyne defends his novel, 
saying that it is “a fable”. 

But setting such a genre 
in Auschwitz-Birkenau, the 
iconic symbol of the 
Holocaust, diminishes the 
reality of this terrible 
place.

To prevent the horrors of 
fascism in the future, we 
must first understand it. 

The Boy in the striped 
Pyjamas does not 
contribute positively to that 
understanding. 

rather, it trivialises the 
Nazi Holocaust.

Henry Maitles
Glasgow
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 HOW 
BILLIONAIRES

GRAB OUR 
MONEY

As the world’s super-rich increase their wealth by more than a quarter, 
Isabel Ringrose looks at how they get their hoards

T
HE WORLD’S billionaires 
have amassed a fortune 
of £7.8 trillion through tax 
scams, inherited wealth—
and the hard work of 
others.

You would have to spend almost £800 
a day for 2,740 years before the money 
ran out. As Luke Hildyard from the High 
Pay Centre says, it equates to a “for-
tune almost impossible to spend over  
multiple lifetimes of absolute luxury”. 

Yet that’s still not enough for the 
super-rich. Their wealth grew by 
almost 28 percent between April and 
July, according to a new report by Swiss 
bank UBS. 

Tesla boss Elon Musk has seen his for-
tune quadruple since the beginning of 
2020. He now sits on almost £80 billion. 
And in August Amazon boss Jeff Bezos 
became the first person to be worth more 
than $200 billion—around £150 billion.

Supporters of the system claim prof-
its are a “reward” for risks taken by 
capitalists. 

If bosses make a wise investment, 
the argument goes, they should get the 
profits at the end of it. 

UBS head Josef Stadler said 
 billionaires had done “extremely well” 
during the coronavirus crisis because of 
their “significant risk appetite”. 

Meanwhile, critics of free market cap-
italism say billionaires show the system 
is broken. Hildyard, for instance, argues 
the super-rich getting even richer is “a 
sign that capitalism isn’t working as it 
should”. 

Both are wrong. 
Profits are not a reward for risk. And 

billionaires are not an unfortunate side 
effect of unbridled capitalism. They are 
a product of capitalism—a profit system 
based on the exploitation of workers. 

What’s become clearer during the 
pandemic and lockdowns, is that it’s not 
billionaires’ “risk appetite” that creates 
wealth. It’s workers’ labour. 

That’s precisely why the Tories and 

bosses are so desperate to drive people 
back to work before it’s safe to get prof-
its flowing again.

While workers’ labour is the 
source of value, they only get a small 
proportion of what they create back in 
wages. This gap is what Marxists call 
“surplus value”—which lays the basis 
for capitalists’ profits. 

Even if some workers don’t directly 
produce profits, they are still integral to 
keep the profit system running. Without 
health or school workers, for instance, 
capitalism would find it harder to 
maintain a healthy, skilled workforce. 

Technology
Bosses are undoubtedly 
greedy, but that’s not why 
they exploit workers. Com-
petition forces them to 
invest into new technology 
and squeeze more out of 
workers in order to grab a 
bigger chunk of profit than 
rivals. 

If bosses didn’t try to 
maximise profits at the 
expense of everything 
else, they’d be driven out 
of business.

Sometimes capitalists 
might borrow money for 
investments from banks 
or raise it on the stock 
exchange. Others have 
inherited fortunes or grab 
it through rents. 

But that wealth, too, is 
based on value created by 
workers elsewhere in the 
system.

This system of capi-
tal accumulation creates 
exorbitant wealth along-
side poverty. 

B i l l i o n a i r e s 

Competition forces 
bosses to invest in 
new technology and 
squeeze more out of 
their workers

‘‘ 

OFFENSIVELY rich—
Tesla’s Elon Musk (top) 
and UBS bank’s Josef 

Neither Kylie Jenner 
(top) nor Bernard 
Arnault (above) 
are ‘self-made’ 
billionaires—both were 
heavily backed by their 
rich families

TO BE as rich as Amazon’s Jeff 
Bezos, you have to avoid tax.

In 2020 Amazon paid US federal 
income taxes for the first time in 
three years. Bezos’ profit-hungry 
empire said it paid $162 million 
in federal income taxes on $13.3 
billion of US pre-tax income. 

This is a tax rate of 1.2 percent—
but the US corporate tax rate is  
21 percent, lowered by Trump from 
35 percent.

In 2018 and 2017, Amazon paid 
nothing in federal taxes on $11.2 
billion and $5.6 billion profits. And 
in 2019 it paid just 3 percent of tax 
in Britain this year—despite profits 

rising by more 
than a third from 
the previous 
year. 

Capitalists 
can avoid tax 
because the 
system is set up 
to let them.

Warren 
Buffett, the 
world’s seventh 
richest person, 
only paid  
19 percent of tax 
from his income 
in 2006.

METHOD ONE  TAX DODGING

METHOD THREE  
GET MUMMY AND 
DADDY TO HELP OUT

METHOD TWO  SQUEEZING WORKERS TO MAKE MORE PROFITS
Yet his employees paid 33 

percent. His response—“There’s 
class warfare, but it’s my class, the 
rich class, that’s making war, and 
we’re winning.”

Covid-19 has allowed billionaire 
tax evaders to benefit from 
tax-funded assistance.

Over £16 billion of the Tories £30 
billion lockdown stimulus package 
went straight into the pockets of 
billionaire-owned companies.

British billionaire James Ratcliffe, 
owner of chemical company Ineos, 
was one of the biggest benefactors 
of this.

His net worth grew from  

TO MAXIMISE profits, bosses try to 
squeeze more out of workers through 
lower wages, longer hours and more 
surveillance at work. 

One former Amazon warehouse 
worker, Emily Guendelsberger, wrote 
that they were treated like “robots”. 

“Technology has enabled 
employers to enforce a work pace 
with no room for inefficiency, 
squeezing every ounce of downtime 
out of workers’ days,” she said. 

“The scan gun I used to do my 
job was also my own personal 
digital manager. Every single thing I 
did was monitored and timed. 

“After I completed a task, the 

scan gun not only immediately 
gave me a new one but also started 
counting down the seconds I had 
left to do it.”

It was exposed in 2011 that 
Amazon workers had to work in 
38-degree heat in a Pennsylvania 
warehouse in the US. 

Workers can also walk up to  
15 miles during their shift and are 
reprimanded if they fall behind. 

Amazon used surveillance to 
thwart workers joining a trade union 
and fighting to improve conditions. 

A protest at a warehouse in New 
York led to the protest organiser 
being fired. And two Amazon 

employees were also sacked for 
circulating a petition about Covid-19 
health risks.  

The multi-billion company has a 
dark reputation for mistreating its 
workers. 

In Britain billionaire Mike 
Ashley’s Sports Direct has been 
repeatedly called out over workplace 
conditions. In 2016 thousands of 
Sports Direct workers were owed 
back pay totalling almost £1 million, 
after the company admitted to not 
paying the national minimum wage.

Inequality flows from this system 
of exploitation. 

In 2018 Walmart CEO Doug 

McMillon grabbed 1,188 times more 
than an average worker who earns 
£11 an hour. This low wage is still 
double the US minimum wage.

Clothing company Boohoo used 
factories with sweatshop conditions 
in Leicester, which led to an 
outbreak of Covid-19. Workers were 
paid as little as £3.50 an hour—well 
below the minimum wage. 

It will come as no surprise that the 
owner of Boohoo, Mahmud Kamani, is 
a billionaire. These aren’t just extreme 
examples of a few greedy capitalists. 

All bosses exploit workers—
whether or not they pay the 
minimum wage or run a sweatshop.

IF YOU are lucky enough to be born 
into a rich family, your chances of 
becoming a billionaire are greatly 
increased.

Family money means 
prospective billionaires can be 
given a helping hand to start up 
their company.

Billionaire US president Donald 
Trump was given a “very small” 
loan of $1 million by his father 
to start his company—or $60.7 
million according to the New York 
Times. 

And “self-made” billionaire Kylie 
Jenner launched her makeup brand 
using her family’s fame. 

Bernard Arnault is the world’s 
sixth richest person, worth almost 
£80 billion. 

He first worked for his family’s 
civil engineering company 
Ferret-Savinel.

This gave him the financial 
springboard to later buy a luxury 
goods company, fashion houses 
Louis Vuitton and Christian Dior 
and department store Le Bon 
Marche.

The world’s richest woman, 
Francosie Bettencourt Meyers, 
made her fortune through 
family wealth. She is the chair 
of cosmetics company L’Oreal, 
which her mother was a leading 
shareholder of. 

The Waltons—the family who own 
Walmart—hold a combined wealth 
of over £200 billion.

Rob, Jim and Alice, the children 
of Walmart founder Sam Walton, 
have consistently been in the top 
twenty of the Forbes 400 rich list 
since 2001.

The money they were gifted will 
have been produced through the 
same exploitative methods. 

The quicker route to becoming 
a billionaire through family money 
does not mean billionaires who 
didn’t inherit are more deserving 
of their cash. In both scenarios, 
there is no such thing as a “self-
made” capitalist—their wealth is 
made off the backs of workers’ 
labour. 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
ONLINE MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to 
discuss political issues 
and local interventions. 
All welcome.
BIRMINGHAM
Biden, the Democrats and 
the fight against Trump
Wed 28 Oct, 
7pm281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY
Biden, the Democrats and 
the fight against Trump
Wed 28 Oct, 7.30pm 
352-891-2411
BOLTON AND WIGAN
The coming crisis—how 
to make the bosses pay
Thu 29 Oct, 6.30pm
872-5136-9540
BRADFORD
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond? 
Thu 29 Oct, 
7pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON AND HOVE
Women of the Russian 
Revolution
Thu 29 Oct, 
6.30pm
818-1857-1448

BRISTOL
How slavery was 
ended—the story of the 
Haitian Revolution
Thu 29 Oct, 7.30pm
688-397-3148
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
What would a socialist 
response to the 
housing crisis be?
Wed 28 Oct, 7.30pm
446-409-5118
CAMBRIDGE
What is fascism  
and how do we  
fight it?
Thu 29 Oct,  7.30pm
681-800-4408
CHESTERFIELD
Class, power and  
revolution in  
the Middle East
Thu 29 Oct,  6.30pm
829-532-8731
COLCHESTER
The politics of food
Thu 29 Oct,  7pm
872-3074-2363
COVENTRY
Covid, capitalism and 
economic crisis
Wed 28 Oct, 
7.30pm
823-945-1917

DUNDEE, ABERDEEN 
AND PERTH
The state, police and 
surveillance
Wed 28 Oct, 
7.30pm
894 2628 7708 
EAST MIDLANDS
Biden, the Democrats and 
the power to beat Trump
Wed 28 Oct, 
7pm
354-874-4790
EDINBURGH
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond?
Wed 28 Oct, 
7.30pm
431-459-112
EXETER
How slavery was 
ended—the story of the 
Haitian Revolution
Wed 28 Oct, 
7pm
865-2972-2883
GLASGOW
Decolonising education—
confronting the 
legacy of empire
Thu 29 Oct, 
6.30pm
851-5254-7239

HARLOW
Anger to revolution—what 
makes people rise up?
Thu 5 Nov, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480
HUDDERSFIELD 
What is institutional  
racism?
Thu 29 Oct, 7pm
290-168-1804
KENT
The bloody history of 
the British Empire
Thu 29 Oct,   8.15pm 
434-623-8064
LEEDS
How US communists  
fought racism in the  
1930s
Thu 29 Oct,  7pm
935-5290-8076
LIVERPOOL
Biden, the Democrats 
and the power to beat 
Trump
Wed 28 Oct, 7pm
493-925-5919
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Why is the Russian 
Revolution still 
relevant today?
Thu 29 Oct, 
7pm
874-012-7970

LONDON: NEWHAM
Workers, union leaders 
and the fightback
Wed 28 Oct, 
7.30pm
992-204-9372
LONDON: SOUTH
The Haitian Revolution
Wed 28 Oct, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON - SOUTH EAST
The coming economic 
crisis—how can we 
make the rich pay?
Thu 29 Oct, 7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Biden, the Democrats and 
the power to beat Trump
Wed 28 Oct, 7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Biden, the Democrats and 
the power to beat Trump
Wed 28 Oct, 7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
How slavery was 
ended—the story of the 
Haitian Revolution
Thu 29 Oct, 
6pm
899-7982-488

MANCHESTER
Why socialists oppose 
all borders
Wed 28 Oct, 7.30pm
906-652-5299
NORWICH
Celebrating black radicals
Wed 28 Oct, 7.30pm
906-652-5299
OXFORD
Biden, the Democrats and 
the power to beat Trump
Thu 29 Oct, 7pm
897-5366-3533
PLYMOUTH
What kind of health 
service do we need?
Thu 29 Oct, 7pm
854-8166-0713
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond?
Thu 29 Oct, 7pm
528-174-9278
WOLVERHAMPTON 
AND WALSALL
US election—Democrats, 
Trump and the working class
Wed 28 Oct, 7.30pm
352-891-2411
YORK AND SCARBOROUGH
The coming economic 
crisis—how can we 
make the rich pay?
Wed 28 Oct, 7.30pm
827-489-7492 

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS 

LONDON: HACKNEY
Support our communities, 
people before profit
Organised by Hackney 
Covid-19 action group
Thu 29 Oct, 
7.30pm
8150-210-6117

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for 
your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

 PORTSMOUTH AND 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Wed 28 Oct, 7.30pm
488-934-2809

WALES 
Thu 29 Oct, 
7pm
902-964-963

NEWCASTLE 
Wed 28 Oct, 
7pm
368-595-2712

From Black Lives Matter to liberation...

How the fight against 
racism can win

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to 
Engels by Camilla Royle 
£4

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege explain 
racism? by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad 
and Weyman Bennett, £3

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquires@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ
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A brilliant, realistic film about young lives in London
FILM
ROCKS
Out now in selected cinemas 
and on Netflix

ROCKS IS a teenager 
struggling to take care of 
herself and her younger 
brother Emmanuel after 
her mum leaves them 
suddenly. 

The first thing that 
struck me as soon as the 
film started was how well 
it conveys what inner city 
working class life is like. 

The whole way through 
it I was thinking, “This is 

what I remember school 
being like”. 

In particular, Rocks’s 
group of friends are 
all from different 
backgrounds, and that’s 
what growing up in east 
London really does feel 
like.

And it captures the 
hardship—but also the fun 
and enjoyment you have 
during your school years—
really well. 

Rocks goes to great 
lengths to avoid telling 
adults—and in particular 
social services—about 
her situation. She tries 

to protect herself and 
her brother from the 
authorities and to get on 
as normally as possible.

One part that’s maybe 
missing is a deeper 
exploration of why young 
black people distrust the 
authorities.

Rocks’s home life, like 
that of so many others, is 
the result of poverty and 
mental health pressures. 
It’s great that the film 
captures that existence 
and her resilience.

It’s a really good film. 
I’ve read that the project 
came out of teenagers’ 

participation in workshops 
and youth clubs. You 
can really tell—the way 
characters interact with 
each other is incredibly 
realistic and natural. 

And the young actors 
shine in the scenes and 
moments between each 
other—the way they tease 
each other and the fun 
they have in the classroom. 

I really loved Rocks—
it’s a great film showing 
racism, resilience and 
friendship experienced by 
many teenagers in inner 
city London.
Nadia Sayed

Arts workers resist the grim 
future Tories have planned 
The Tories’ response to the impact of the pandemic on the arts has been 
predictably brutal—but artists are fighting back, writes Mark Brown
THE COVID-19 pandemic has had 
a devastating impact on the per-
forming arts. The need for physical 
distancing and other public health 
measures has put a stop to all but 
a few performances.

Most actors, singers, musicians and 
other performers in the sector are 
 freelance. Offered only 20  percent 
of their previous earnings by the 
Tory government, many of them face 
penury.

Asked about the position of 
 performing artists in an interview with 
ITV earlier this month, chancellor 
Rishi Sunak said he couldn’t  “pretend 
that everyone can do exactly the same 
job” they were doing pre-Covid.

He went on to suggest that 
 retraining offers “a fresh and new 
opportunity for people”.

Just what he meant by “retraining” 
became clear when artists accessed 
the National Careers Service’s new 
skills assessment website. 

Artists found themselves being 
advised to pursue an array of ridicu-
lously inappropriate professions.

Artists aren’t suggesting they are 
“above” certain occupations, but they 
have been astonished by some of the 
jobs suggested.

For instance, a choir conductor in 
Scotland was advised to retrain as a 
colon hydrotherapist.

Sunak denies that he’s abandoning 
the arts, pointing to his “£1.5 billion 
cultural recovery programme”.

Firstly, that money is going directly 
to venues across all art forms, not to 
performing artists who are losing 
their livelihoods.

Secondly, given the scale of the 
crisis for the arts, £1.5 billion is far 
from enough.

To put it in perspective, the arts 
contributed £111.7 billion to the UK 

economy in 2018. The cost of renew-
ing Trident is at least £205 billion. 
On the same day that Sunak gave 
his interview, 400 musicians staged 
a poignant, physically distanced 
protest performance in Parliament 
Square in London.

Playing 20 percent of the  ominous 
Mars from Gustav Holst’s The 
Planets, they drew attention to the 
danger facing their careers and the 
entire future of the performing arts.

The Tory government’s refusal to 
prioritise the arts should come as no 
surprise. For the most part, the Tories 
and their ruling class paymasters are 
hostile to artistic expression.

Sure, some of them might enjoy 
the occasional night at the opera 
or, in the case of former chancel-
lor Kenneth Clarke, a jazz club. But 
they’ll be damned if they’ll allow 
 everyone access to the arts, either as 
participants or audience members.

That’s why teaching of art and 
music is given such low priority in 
state schools. It’s also why the Tories’ 
“independent” review of higher edu-
cation funding, led by ex-City finan-
cier Philip Augar, described arts 
degrees as “low value”.

At base, the ruling class is 
 suspicious of the arts because, firstly, 
they involve the kind of free expres-
sion that can lead people to challenge 
“conventional” ways of thinking.

Most  cap i ta l i s t s  a re  a l so 
 unsympathetic to human activity that 
is motivated by a desire to feed the 
soul, rather than merely make money.

For socialists, every human being 
should have the absolute right to 
a full and rich engagement with 
the arts. As the great painter Pablo 
Picasso said, “All children are born 
artists, the problem is to remain an 
artist as we grow up.” AN ARTS workers’ protest in central London earlier this month

Bukky Bakray as Rocks

FILM
KISS THE GROUND
Available now on Netflix

“THE TRUTH is, I had given 
up.”

Woody Harrelson sums 
up the feelings of many 
about climate change. 

But there is hope at hand 
with this new documentary 
which argues we can 
reverse the effects and 
undo the damage done to 
Earths soil.

The way capitalism is 
feeding us in undermining 
the ecology of life. 

We have lost one third 
of the planet’s top soil and 
the rest will be gone within 
60 harvests according to 
the UN.

After Second World 
War new techniques 
were introduced. 
Deadly chemicals were 

repurposed to grow crops 
alongside heavy tilling and 
monocultures. Initially they 
provided bumper crops. 

But today the use of 
chemicals is masking 
the damage done to the 
soil. This is bad because 
damaged soils release 
more carbon into the 
atmosphere. 

Regenerative farming 
can reverse this. Stopping 
the chemicals, growing a 
variety of plants all year 
round and reintroducing 
grazing cattle creates 
healthy soil. 

It acts like a natural 
carbon capture and storage.

By offering solutions, 
this documentary is a must 
watch. It breaks with the 
narrative of blaming the 
world’s population. 

Instead, capitalist 
agriculture is in the dock. 
It’s shot in a colourful 
manner and makes the 
science of biodiversity 
accessible.

There are issues. Fossil 
fuels are downplayed. 
Capitalism is not 
mentioned and a radical 
change in agriculture is not 
going to be brought about 
through a few reforms.

But to focus on these 
shortcomings is a mistake. 

The real message is 
one of hope for billions 
of people. It illustrates 
beautifully that the fate of 
ourselves and the planet is 
in our hands.
Tim Knight-Hughes

Poster for Kiss the Ground
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T
  he International 
Brigades are 
one the most 
d r a m a t i c 
examples of 
sol idarity in 

working class history.   
The Spanish Civil War of 

1936 to 1939 saw 35,000 
men and women from 
around the world volunteer 
to fight the forces of fascist 
General Franco.  

More than a fifth were 
kil led and hardly any 
emerged unscathed.  

Giles Tremlett’s new book 
on the International Brigades 
weaves archival material 
with colourful  first-hand 
accounts.  

They came from 80 of 
today’s countries—including 
rarely talked about China, 
India and Ethiopia. There 
were important contingents 
from countries where fascists 
had already taken power such 
as Germany and Italy.  

Over 80 percent of the 
 volunteers were from a manual 
working class background. 

Many were unemployed 
and most were young—the 
average age of US volunteers 
was 26. A large proportion 
were Jewish.  

As Tremlett says, some were 
“devout” believers in commu-
nism, others were “displaced” 
migrants with experiences of 
fascism or Nazism. Many were 
both and some were neither.  

On 18 July 1936 the Spanish 
army, backed by the upper 
classes and the Catholic Church, 
rose up in a coup.  

The angry response from 
workers was remarkable. 

Workers ’  organisations 
set up militias to fight fascist 
rebels. Anti-fascist committees 
organised security and supplies. 
Occupied buildings were con-
verted into people’s  restaurants, 
hospitals or schools.

Most industry and much 
of the land was collectivised. 
In the countryside, the great 
estates were seized.  

The lives of women were 
transformed and many went 
to the front to fight. Popular 
resistance had converted a coup 
into a civil war.  

Volunteers
From the start there were 
 foreigners fighting the fas-
cists. In Barcelona up to 
1,500  international volun-
teers attached themselves, 
 sometimes arbitrarily, to 
 militias with  different politics.  

At a more formal level 
Communist parties had started 
to establish International 
Brigades. Only the Communist 
movement had the organisation 
and discipline to bring people 
to Spain effectively.    

But the Brigades were also 
part of a wider policy engi-
neered by Joseph Stalin. He 
used them both to win alliances 
with Western governments and 
maintain his influence in the 
international labour movement. 

The International Brigades, 
like the rest of the Communist 
movement, were tragically 

subordinated to this aim. And 
Russian military aid came with 
conditions. The Spanish gold 
reserve was shipped to Russia 
for “safekeeping” before any 
arms arrived. The Republic 
was grossly overcharged for 
weapons.  

Volunteer John Sommerfield 
recalled that uniforms and 
equipment arrived as they 
left for the front. “Everyone 
got something and no one got 
everything. We marched off 
looking like a lot of scarecrows, 
and in filthy tempers.” Tremlett 
recounts in detail how despite 
being poorly trained, led 

and equipped, the Brigades 
were some of the Republic’s 
best fighters. They were 
consequently thrown “into the 
heart of the fire”.    

Their first intervention, in the 
siege of Madrid on 8 November 
1936, became a legend. The 
first Brigade to arrive was the 
Eleventh with 1,700  fighters, 
mainly Germans, French, 
Belgians and Poles. It was fol-
lowed by the Twelfth four days 
later with another 1,550.    

The press reported their 
arrival, “Marching firmly, 
their footsteps echoing on 
the  cobblestones singing 

revolutionary songs in French, 
German, Italian. The people ran 
out to cheer them. The cry rang 
out from many a balcony—long 
live the Russians!”

After two days half the 
Eleventh were dead. A few days 
later the Twelfth sustained heavy 
losses in room-by-room fighting 
on the university campus. 

They built barricades out of 
German philosophy and Indian 
metaphysics books pulled from 
shelves and discovered that 
“enemy bullets got no further 
than page 350”.  

The International Brigades 
did not save Madrid, as was 
sometimes claimed, but their 
bravery was real and inspira-
tional. They were important in 
a number of battles.

In the Republic’s major 
 offensive at Jarama, US volun-
teers were thrown straight into 
battle with very little prepara-
tion. Out of 450 men, 120 were 
killed and 170 wounded. It was 
the first time white US soldiers 
were led by a black officer.    

T r e m l e t t  p o w e r f u l l y 
recounts the Sans Nom, or 
“nameless” battalion of Poles, 
Serbs and other miscellane-
ous non-French volunteers in 
Andalusia.  

After five days of training, 
having fired only six practice 
shots each, with only four of 
their 36 machine guns  working, 

they were sent into battle on 
Christmas Eve without maps.  

They were abandoned by 
their commander to the fascists’ 
cavalry. On Christmas Day, the 
routed unarmed soldiers wan-
dered lost. Only half of the 700 
volunteers made it back alive.  

T
HE anarcho‑syn‑
dicalist movement 
in Spain, the CNT, 
had an ambiguous 
attitude towards 
foreign volunteers. 

Nonetheless some 2,000 
 foreign anarchists fought 
with the CNT. The Marxist 
 anti-Stalinist party Poum had 
700 foreign volunteers.  

Even the much larger 
International Brigades were 
fairly insignificant numerically 
compared with the Republican 
Army, which consisted of 
450,000 by early 1938. But 
Tremlett’s book is specifi-
cally about the International 
Brigades rather than a full his-
tory of the Spanish Civil War.

T h e  P o p u l a r  F r o n t 
 government was established 
before the war with the aim of 
uniting the workers’ and liberal 
middle class parties.

But far from achieving unity, 
the Popular Front oversaw 
a counter-revolution that 
 undermined the anti-fascist 
struggle.  

The Communists were the 
most enthusiastic supporters of 
the Popular Front. Their slogan 
was, “Let us finish Franco 
first and make the  revolution 
 afterward.” So the revolu-
tion and its supporters were 
attacked in the name of unity.    

This  counter-revolutionary 
of fens ive  culminated in 
street fighting and the bloody 
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International Brigades who fought fascism in Spain. It’s a 
fascinating part of the Civil War, writes Simon Basketter

persecution of the anarchists 
and revolutionary left. 

But having defeated the 
 revolution the Spanish Republic 
could not defeat fascism 
 without it.    

T h e  P o p u l a r  F r o n t 
government wanted to fight 
a conventional war with 
conventional armies and tactics. 

This was linked to attempts 
to hold back the revolution. The 
number of women at the front 
line dropped as the war moved 
to conventional structures.  

One reason this was a mistake 
was that the Spanish Republic 
was creating an orthodox army 
from scratch. The fascists had 
most of the existing army plus 
70,000 overseas troops. 

The war was soon presented 
as for “national independence” 
and the participation of the 
 brigades was played down. 

While somewhat isolated 
from the shifts and turns of 
the Spanish Revolution, the 
 brigades were staunchly loyal 
to the Popular Front line. 

US Communists  chose 
the names of Lincoln and 
Washington for their battalions 
to reflect the democratic, and 
patriotic, nature of their struggle.  

The flip side of loyalty to the 
Republican government was 
hostility to dissent. 

The International Brigade 
press followed the line from 
Moscow that Russian revolu-
tionary Leon Trotsky and his 
followers were fascist agents. 
All dissident voices were 
“Trotskyists”.  

Executed
There were very few Trotskyists 
in the International Brigades. 
One was the Brazilian officer, 
August Besought, and he was 
murdered by Stalinist agents. 
Around 50 International 
Brigaders were executed for 
dissent.  

Meanwhile  Stal in  was 
 abandoning the Spanish 
Republic, both because of the 
failure to establish alliances 
with Western governments and 
because a fascist victory looked 
inevitable.  

Despite being stood down 
about  6 ,000  vo lunteers 
remained in Catalonia. They 
fought rearguard actions as 
hundreds of thousands of refu-
gees fled towards the border.  

The story of the International 
Brigades does not finish with the 
end of the Spanish Civil War. It 
continued in the prison camps 
of Franco’s Spain and Nazi 
Germany, and in the forefront 
of the anti-fascist movement. 

As Tremlett’s book makes clear 
some would perish in Stalinist 
purges or the post-war regimes 
of Eastern Europe. A few would 
become political and military 
leaders. 

In the West some would be 
persecuted but others would 
end up in the leadership of the 
trade unions.  

The last word should go to one 
who went. Charles Hutchison 
was an 18 year old lorry driver 
from Fulham. He fought at Cable 
Street, was the chair of Fulham 
Young Communist league, and 
explained why he went to fight.  

“I am half black. I grew up 
in the national children’s home 
and orphanage. Fascism meant 
hunger and war.” Decades 
later he again explained, “The 
Brigaders came out of the 
 working class—they came out 
of the Battle of Cable Street, 
they came out of the struggle.”

US volunteers, 
included Oliver 
Law, the first black 
officer to lead 
white American 
soldiers (top). 
British volunteers 
in Barcelona 
(above)

The story of the 
International 
Brigades does 
not finish at the 
end of the war

‘ 
Many women fought

A militia of mostly German and Polish fighters in the early days of the war  
Picture: Getty

Why the right want to  
control women’s bodies

Sarah Bates looks at 
why opposing abortion 
is a defining issue for 
the right  
ACROSS THE world, and 
particularly in the US, 
right wing zealots are 
determined to undermine a 
woman’s right to choose.

Anti-choice groups 
spend a huge amount of 
money on lobbying—and 
have even received public 
funding under coronavirus 
measures. In 2018, affiliates 
of US anti-abortion groups 
contributed around $2.1 
million to candidates standing 
in federal elections.

The American Family 
Association spent $874,000 
trying to change public 
opinion between 2014-2017. 

It described abortion as 
“an evil running rampant” 
across the country and said 
it wanted to “promote the 
biblical ethic of decency in 
society.”

Why do the right exercise 
so much financial and political 
muscle to push forward an 
anti-choice agenda?

The right plays a “culture 
war” strategy, whether it’s 
around abortion, trans rights 
or Black Lives Matter. 

Corral
By focusing on issues such as 
a woman’s right to choose, 
it helps them to cut across 
class and corral working class 
people behind a right wing 
agenda. 

Opposition to abortion has 
become a defining issue and 
rallying point for sections of 
the US right and its social base. 

This base includes many 
working class people 
who bear the brunt of 
the Republicans’ policies, 
designed to benefit a minority 
of corporations and the rich.

The right’s own claims 
about wanting to protect 
women and children don’t 
stack up. For instance. 
Republicans repeatedly 
push through wider attacks 
on reproductive rights, 
such as blocking access 
to contraception and the 
delivery of sex education. 

And they want to slash 
public services and welfare, 
making children’s and 
parent’s lives harder.

The politicians who use the 
issue of restricting abortion 
rights aren’t always on the 
religious right themselves, 
but opportunistically use the 
same strategy. They want to 
find “culture war” issues to 
paper over class differences. 

Donald Trump, for 
instance, used to be 
pro-choice but shifted his 
position in order to expand 
his right wing base as he 
stood for president. 

The underlying reason for 
the right is their ideological 
commitment to “traditional 
families”—and women’s 
subordinate place within 
them. 

It’s through the family 
that children are cared for, 
socialised and educated. 
When children reach 

adulthood they are equipped 
with the necessary skills to 
become efficient workers—at 
little to no cost to the state or 
individual bosses. 

The specific form of the 
nuclear family is useful for 
the bosses who sit at the top 
of capitalist society because 
they get to reap years of 
women’s labour.

The idealisation of 
women as mothers, and the 
assumption of their caregiving 
role in society flows from this 
dynamic. 

The notion of the 
traditional mother often 
doesn’t fit with women’s lives 
today, but the ideological 
element of it is still deeply 
rooted across society. 

Women who want 
abortions should encounter 
as little stigma as someone 
requiring any other routine 
medical procedure.

That they don’t, points to 
how society functions as a 
whole. In general women’s 
choices, particularly around 
their sexuality and their 
fertility, come under intense 
scrutiny.

Their bodies become 
battlegrounds, for every 
anti-choice bigot to project 
their idea of the perfect family.

The Roe v Wade legal 
decision that gives US women 
some abortion rights is set 
to continue to be a key fight 
between those who want 
women to have choice over 
their bodies and those who 
don’t. 

Socialists should throw 
themselves into defending 
and extending reproductive 
rights as the bigots build their 
forces to peel them back. 

Opposition  
to abortion  
has become  
a defining  
issue 

‘‘ 

ANTI‑CHOICE protest in the US capital Washington (above) 
Right wing judge Amy Coney Barrett (below)
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by YURI PRASAD

THE LONG-FEARED knock 
at the door finally came at 
around 10pm. Outside the 
Nazi Gestapo, together with a 
dozen SS soldiers, barked and 
cheered knowing that they had 
got their man.

Hilarius “Lari” Gilges was 
dragged out of his flat in the 
Altstadt district of Dusseldorf, 
Germany, and taken to jail 
where the Nazis tortured and 
killed him. It was June 1933 
and Gilges was just 24 years 
old.

Little is known about 
Gilges’s early life. But we do 
know he was born on 4 March 
1909 in Dusseldorf, that his 
mother was a white textile 
worker and that his father 
was black.

Dangerous
Gilges’s experiences as a 
mixed race person in a soci-
ety that knew little of black 
people would doubtless have 
been both confusing and at 
times dangerous. 

But ,  though few in 
number, German-born black 
people did exist. Some were 

the result of relationships 
between white women and 
men who had travelled to 
Germany from its few African 
colonies. 

Others were the offspring 
of black French police who 
patrolled areas of Germany’s 
borderlands controlled by 
France after the First World 

War. While not the primary 
targets of German racism, 
black people were often 
described as “Rhineland 
bastards”.

A popular picture postcard 
from the time mocks them 
under the slogan, “Brutality, 
Bestial i ty,  Equality”—a 
twisted echo of the French 

slogan “Liberty, Equality, 
Fraternity”.

Gilges joined the Young 
Communis t  League  o f 
Germany as a teenager in 
1926. His first arrest came 
after a fight with the police 
and a gang of racists, and as 
a result he served a year in 
prison. On his release, rather 

than disappear, he chose to 
 continue his agitation. 

In addition to being a 
labour organiser, Gilges was a 
tap dancer and actor, helping 
to found a Communist theatri-
cal group called the Nordwest 
Ran in 1930.

They sought to take 
 arguments about socialism 
and revolution around the 
area using a mobile stage.

Together with comrades, 
Gilges organised demonstra-
tions against the rising Nazi 
party. According to his family, 
the growing threat of the right 
spurred him on.

Mobilise
During the 1932 elections 
he travelled through nearly 
every town and city in the 
region trying to mobilise 
 workers against the danger 
of Adolf Hitler. 

But when the Nazis came to 
power in January 1933, Gilges 
was forced to take his propa-
ganda work underground.

Nazi squads toured the 
working class areas of 
Dusseldorf hunting down the 
Communists who had long 
had a base there.

Although Gilges could feel 

their net closing in on him, he 
refused to go into hiding.

He knew that if he tried to 
escape, his skin colour would 
give him away—and that 
his young family would be 
targeted.

Gilges’s daughter Franziska 
recalls the night he was 
finally captured. “My father 
was grabbed in front of my 
eyes,” she said. 

“Twelve big SS  officers 
dragged him out of the 
house. The next time I saw 
him was here [the river Rhine 
in Dusseldorf], floating under 
the bridge.

“He ’d  been s tabbed  
37 times and shot through the 
head.”

The Nazis hoped that by 
killing him they would strike a 
blow for their anti-Communist 
and racial purity plans. 

But in the years after the 
Second World War Gilges was 
remembered by his city, which 
named a square after him.

Maria Wacher, who ran 
the Nordwest Ram with him, 
remembered him simply, 
saying, “He was a fighter.”
This is part of a series about 
radical black lives Go to 
bit.ly/SWBlackLives

HILARIUS GILGES

 Black German communist who fought Nazis

A MURAL dedicated to Hilarius Gilges in Dusseldorf, Germany
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Bosses focus on ‘income streams’ not students’ interests
THE CRISIS sweeping 
universities was 

entirely predictable.
For months, the UCU 

union has warned that a 
mass return of students 
and staff to universities 
would send coronavirus 
cases soaring.

Since August, it has 
called for teaching to 
be online in all but 
exceptional circumstances, 
such as lab work.

The Sage group of 
scientists that advises 

the government agrees. 
But the Tories ignored 
its warnings—with 
dire consequences.

“Students are right 
to be angry because 
university senior 
managers ignored the 
science and mis-sold a 
near ‘normal’ educational 
experience,” Craig said.

“They could have 
invested in adequate 
systems and training for 
staff to ensure the online 
learning experience was 

as valuable as possible. 
Instead they worked to 
provide ways in which 

on-campus teaching 
could continue long 
enough to ensure students 
were legally committed 
to paying fees and 
accommodation expenses.

“The safety of 
staff, students and 
the local community 
was downgraded.”

He said demanding 
on-campus teaching 
“leads to bullying of staff 
into performing tasks 
that are dangerous”.

And workers face an 

increased workload as 
they try to create online 
learning materials 
at short notice.

Craig said workers and 
students need to organise 
together to fight for a new 
vision of higher education 
“as a social good”.

“Staff need to support 
student demands for an 
end to fees and for living 
grants, as well as equality 
of access,” he said. 

“Students need to 
support staff seeking 

reasonable workloads, 
good pay and funding 
for research.

“In a publicly funded 
education system aimed 
at the social benefits for 
society at large, online 
technologies could 
significantly enhance 
higher education,” he said.

“The problem, as 
ever, is that rather than 
prioritise the educational 
possibilities, university 
‘leaders’ are focused solely 
on income streams.”

Is university online teaching 
an inferior form of learning?
Many universities have moved to teaching online because of the pandemic, and others ought 
to do it too. Sadie Robinson asks if this means worse quality of education for students

Resist for 
results  

 RESISTANCE can 
push back reckless 

university bosses.
A threat to ballot 

for strikes by UCU 
members at Northumbria 
University forced bosses 
to move learning online on 
Wednesday of last week.

On the day that the 
move was announced, 619 
cases of the virus among 
students were announced. 
Some 770 cases had been 
found the previous week.

UCU regional official 
Iain Owens said, “It should 
not have taken the threat 
of industrial action for 
Northumbria University to 
put the health and safety 
of its staff and students 
first.”

But as more UCU 
branches vote to support 
ballots over virus safety, 
Northumbria shows that 
organising resistance can 
get results.

 DOES online learning leave 
students short-changed?

As more and more virus-hit 
 universities suspend face to face 
teaching, it can seem like students 
are getting a worse education.

But while there are clear  drawbacks 
to learning online, the situation is 
more complicated.

Craig Brandist is a lecturer at 
Sheffield university, which has 
switched to online learning. “Online 
classes are generally a weak substitute 
for a ‘normal’ on-campus  programme,” 
he told Socialist Worker.

“Seminar interactions are often 
stilted. The inadequacies of the 
broadband infrastructure constantly 
make themselves felt. More confi-
dent students find it even easier to 
‘dominate’ class discussions, while 
the under-confident find it easier to 
hide away.

“The classroom dynamic is 
weakened.”

Learning is a collective process, but 
online learning can limit interactions 
between students. This places a more 
individualised burden on students. 

A survey by the NUS students’ 
union carried out in July found 
that over a quarter of students 
were unable to access online learn-
ing during  lockdown. Disabled and 
poorer  students were the worst 
affected.

Middlesex University midwifery 
student Aqsa Rabbai said, “There 
was a lack of communication from 
the university and there wasn’t much 
support online. My classmates would 
often have technical difficulties.”

A move to permanent online 
 learning would not be beneficial in 
the long run.

But some of the problems 
 attributed to online learning, such 
as lack of interaction, apply to face 
to face teaching too. It’s hard for 

students to have personal contact 
with a teacher in a class of hundreds.

And there are positives to learning 
online.

“The ability to attend lectures by 
top specialists all over the world is 
a huge advantage,” said Craig. He 
added that it could expose workers 
and students to “innovate ways of 
teaching and new ideas”.

The main problem isn’t online 
learning in and of itself, but the level 
of resources put into it.

So learning online could increase 
accessibility for students who find it 
harder to attend physical lectures. 
But it could also harm accessibility 

if students don’t have the equipment 
or infrastructure needed to take part.

Craig pointed out that the 
 differences between online and face 
to face teaching “can be minimised 
with investment and support”.

“The Open University spent a long 
time transitioning to a successful and 
professional online programme,” he 
said.

“We can learn a lot from this. Why 
wasn’t the summer spent learning 
these lessons and ensuring the best 
possible education for students?”

Universities didn’t do this because 
they wanted to protect their incomes 
(see below).

Market policies have turned 
 universities into businesses compet-
ing for “customers”—students—and 
fighting to maximise profitability.

In this situation, education bosses 
will always try and cut corners—
whether education is delivered online 
or face to face.

Students and staff should unite 
to defend safety and the quality of 
education. “There is no conflict of 
 interest between staff and students,” 
said Craig. 

“The contradiction is between stu-
dents and staff on one side, and the 
commercialised and financialised 
nature of the higher education system.”

FACE TO face teaching has been limited for university students

UCU union strike this year 

Students protest at universities’
decisions  
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New domestic abuse law won’t 
bring change without new cash
The Domestic Abuse Bill currently 
going through parliament can’t solve 
the problem of victim’s housing— 
and that’s a huge problem, 
says Isabel Ringrose
NEARLY 70 percent of women 
in abusive relationships say 
their housing situation  prevents 
them from leaving an abuser, 
 a cco rd i ng  to  t he  cha r i ty 
Women’s Aid.

The Domestic Abuse Bill now 
going through parliament will 
put a new duty on local authori-
ties to provide accommodation for 
survivors.

But the chronic shortage of social 
housing threatens to undermine 
any changes to the law.

Margaret Thatcher ’s  Tory 
 government gave five million 
council house tenants in England 
and Wales the “Right to Buy” their 
house from a local authority.

It was part of a plan to end social 
housing.

Some 40 years later that’s led to 
a housing crisis and means many 
of even the most vulnerable are left 
without a roof over their heads.

In a bid to overcome the 
 shortages the new bill gives 75 
English and Welsh local authority 
projects some £6  million to support 
victims with safe accommodation. 

That extra funding amounts to 
just £50,000 per English council—
with amounts for Wales determined 
by a complex formula. 

But this will only scratch the 
 surface.

Austerity cuts mean only 
11  percent of homelessness ser-
vices currently offer women-only 
accommodation—and this at a time 
of huge need.

Lockdown
Refuge, the domestic abuse  charity, 
reported a 65 percent increase in 
calls to its helpline in the first week 
of lockdown.

Despite the demand, local 
authorities have only come up with 
250 extra refuge beds for domestic 
abuse victims.

Lucy Hadley from Women’s Aid, 
says, “This shows why we urgently 
need action to ensure the national 
network of refuges can meet 
demand and is resilient in the face 
of crises such as the pandemic.”

The lack of safe housing for 
abuse victims has led to growing 
calls for the perpetrators of abuse 
to be made to leave family accom-
modation, rather than those they 
have abused.

But the lack of housing for them 
can further endanger their victims.

This point is reinforced by a letter 

organised by the Drive Project. It 
calls for more housing to be availa-
ble for the perpetrators so that they 
leave the home.

The Project warns that  “without 
a viable housing pathway for the 
perpetrator we risk exposing past, 
current or future victims to abuse.”

The letter, addressed to the 
 government’s minister for rough 
sleeping and housing, questions a 
statement by Home Secretary Priti 
Patel earlier this year.

Patel said, “Perpetrators should 
be the ones who have to leave the 
family home, not the supposed 
loved ones whom they torment and 
abuse”.

Certainly victims’ accommoda-
tion needs have to come first. But 
sometimes that may mean them 
leaving the home for a place of 
safety.

And in most cases, if victims stay 
in the home, they will be left with 
the financial burden of running 
the house alone with very little 
 government support.

The bureaucratic realities of 
removing a perpetrator means 
that lack of housing is not the only 
 problem facing people who have 
suffered domestic abuse.

It’s clear that far more resources 
are required than the  government 
is prepared to provide. 

The Domestic Abuse Bill will fail 
many victims if housing, funding 
and  support remain unavailable.

On other pages...
How billionaires grab our cash 
>>Pages 10&11

VICTIMS OF domestic abuse face a huge shortage of even temporary housing—the new bill won’t change that

Child poverty is soaring under Tories
CHILD POVERTY soared 
dramatically in large parts of 
Britain—before the coronavirus 
pandemic hit.

New analysis commissioned by 
the End Child Poverty campaign 
looked at rates of child poverty after 
housing costs are accounted for.

It has risen almost everywhere, 
but the biggest increases have 
taken place in the Midlands and 
cities in northern England.

Child poverty rates rose by more 
than 10 percent in Middlesbrough 
and parts of Tyneside between 
2014-15 and 2018-19.

Sam Royston from The 
Children’s Society charity said the 
findings are “shocking” and show 
that “thousands more children” 
have been plunged into poverty.

In Middlesbrough, 31.2 percent 
of children were in poverty in 
2014-15. Four years later this had 
risen to 47.2 percent.

The rate for Newcastle upon 
Tyne Central rose from 31.7 
percent to 45.2 percent, and for 

Birmingham Hodge Hill from 
40.5 percent to 53.8 percent.

In Scotland child poverty ranged 
from one in seven children in the 
Shetland Islands to nearly one in 
three in Glasgow,

The research, published 
last week, was carried out by 
Loughborough University.

It said that rising housing costs 
are behind the rise in poverty.

Numbers
“These data show alarmingly high 
rates of child poverty even before 
large numbers of people started 
losing their jobs as a result of the 
pandemic,” the report said.

The research also shows up the 
Tory lie that work is the route out 
of poverty.

Anna Feuchtwang from 
End Child Poverty said the 
“overwhelming majority” of 
households where children are in 
poverty “were working households 
before the pandemic”.

“The children affected are on 

a cliff edge, and the pandemic 
will only sweep them further into 
danger,” she said.

The charity called on the 
government to scrap planned 
cuts to Universal Credit (UC) that 
would leave some families £1,000 
a year worse off.

It said the government should 
end the benefit cap and the 
two-child limit on benefits, raise 
child benefit and increase housing 
benefit in line with inflation.

And it demanded the Tories 
extend free school meals to all 
families who receive UC and those 
with No Recourse to Public Funds.

The report also showed that 
London dominates the list of 
places with the highest rates of 
child poverty after housing costs. 

Top is Tower Hamlets with 
55.4 percent. It’s followed by 
Newham, Barking and Dagenham, 
Hackney, Waltham Forest, 
Southwark, Islington, Greenwich, 
Lambeth, Haringey, and Lewisham.
Sadie Robinson

BACK STORY
If the Domestic Abuse Bill 
passes its parliamentary stages
lLocal authorities will have 
to provide support and safe 
accommodation for abuse 
survivors and their families
lCouncils will then get an extra 
£6 million for the new duties. 
They received £10 million during 
lockdown
lGovernment says its 
emergency funding has already 
provided an extra 1,500 beds
lBut charity Refuge, which 
provides accommodation 
for victims said that at least 
£174  million per year is needed
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  Two fights for jobs—
wins can boost more 
Fuel tanker drivers 
employed by Hoyer Petrolog 
uk have overwhelmingly 
voted for strikes over job 
cuts.

The workers are based 
at the Stanlow oil refinery 
in Cheshire and their first 
strike is set for Monday  
2 November. The workers, 
who are members of the  
Unite union,  returned an 
overwhelming 96 percent 
vote in favour of action.

Hoyer wants to make six 
of the 28 drivers employed 
on the contract redundant, 
despite them having worked 
throughout the pandemic. 

The company is now 
increasingly using agency 
drivers.

Withdraw
After the yes vote was 
announced, Unite gave 
Hoyer a final opportunity 
to withdraw its redundancy 
proposals. When bosses 
refused the union named a 
series of strike dates.

Unite has announced a 
total of 14 strike days on 2, 
4, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 
20, 23, 25, 27 November. 

Among the high profile 
Hoyer customers that are set 
to be hit are Shell, Esso, BP, 
and Liverpool John Lennon 
airport.

RoLLS-RoyCE workers at 
Barnoldswick in Lancashire 
have voted overwhelmingly 
for strikes to save jobs.

In August bosses said they 
wanted to move production of 
its Trent Engine blades, from 
Barnoldswick to Singapore. 
This would mean the loss of 
350 jobs.

The workers, who are 
members of the Unite union, 
voted  94 percent for  action. 

Unite was set to announce 
strike dates this week unless 
offshoring was withdrawn.

Rolls-Royce is currently 
asking for £1 billion from the 
British government.

It must not receive a penny 
unless all job cuts are ruled 
out. 

Unite regional officer Ross 
Quinn said, “It is simply 
immoral for Rolls-Royce 
to ask the government for 
financial support and then 
use that money to make 

workers redundant and 
offshore their jobs abroad.” 

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s , 
Barnoldswick workers have 
accepted changes to shifts 
and terms and conditions 
and hundreds of voluntary 
redundancies. 

At  the  s tar t  o f  the 
pandemic workers accepted a 
10 percent pay cut. This has 
failed to save jobs. 

What’s needed now is 
strikes, a mass campaign and 
an internationalist approach.

busEs london transPort jobs crisisunison union

rolls-roycE

Bus builders and drivers 
fight for pay and safety
Bus-Building workers 
in Yorkshire are set to 
strike again against bosses’ 
failures to implement a pay 
rise. 

unite union members at 
bus manufacturer Optare 
struck for 48-hours last 
week. they were due to 
stage a second 48-hour 
strike from midnight on 
Wednesday this week. 

they are planning to 
follow up the action with 
two more 48-hour walkouts 
alongside an overtime ban. 

Workers at the factory 
in sherburm in elmet 
near leeds said they were 
promised a pay increase. 

Bosses have refused to 
honour an earlier pledge 
to implement a rise by 
november last year. 

Optare, which is owned 
by billionaire brothers 

srichand, gopichand and 
Prakash Hinduja, can afford 
to pay the workers.  

nLondon bus drivers are 
working hard to deliver 
a blistering ballot result 
at the Metroline firm, 
which plans to make their 
jobs more dangerous. 

unite members across 
the capital are fighting the 
imposition of “remote sign 
on” for working beginning 
their shifts. 

It means that no checks 
will be done to see if the 
driver is healthy enough for 
the service, and workers will 
begin and end their shifts at 
random bus stops—not in 
the depot. 

The ballot will close on 
26 october. Workers should 
pull out all the stops to halt 
this remote sign on chaos.

FOrmer rOlls-rOYce workers backing the campaign against job losses                          

The edinburgh Woollen 
Mill chain could be closed 
with only the Peacocks 
brand partially saved under 
billionaire boss Philip day’s 
plans.

up to 24,000 jobs are at 
risk at edinburgh Woollen 
Mill group—which also owns 
Peacocks, Jaeger, Ponden 
Mill and Austin reed—as the 
retailer teeters on the brink 
of collapse.

The group filed a notice 
of intention to appoint 
administrators, a legal 
document that provides 
protection from creditors for 
ten days.

day had until Thursday 
this week to secure a rescue 
package.

The deal would shut 
Peacocks’ worst-performing 
stores and could also see 
edinburgh Woollen Mill, 
which has about 260 stores 
shut down. 

nAbouT 450 jobs—more 
than half the workforce—are 
to be cut at the birmingham-
based nEC Group

The firm runs five venues 
including the national 
Exhibition Centre.

nToy rETAILEr Hamleys 
is shedding more 
than a quarter of its 
workforce in London.

bosses confirmed this 
week that 60 of the 208 
staff working in the regent 
street store and head office 
building would go.

nTHE CoffEE and sandwich 
shop chain Pret a Manger 
announced a second wave 
of store closures in London 
with the loss of 400 jobs.

l back the emergency 
action programme for jobs, 
services and safety . go to 
peoplebefore-profit.com

 Free travel is 
under threat
tOrY ministers are 
demanding that transport 
for london cuts free travel, 
extends the congestion 
charge zone and raises 
fares in return for a bailout 
package.

sky news reports that 
the price for the funding 
will be the elimination of 
the remaining free travel for 
under-18s and over-60s.

during the pandemic 
the government has 
already enforced cutbacks 
to previous free travel 
concessions. 

the tories’ plans are a 
huge assault. a spokesperson 
for the mayor of london, 
sadiq khan, said the 
measure, “would be totally 
unacceptable and the mayor 
would not ask londoners to 
accept them”.

those words need to be 
turned quickly into a mass 
campaign.

Get votes in 
for Holmes
MEMBERS of the Unison 
union are preparing to 
vote for socialist candidate 
Paul Holmes in the general 
secretary election. 

Labour Party member and 
long-time activist Paul has 
already received unprecedented 
support in his bid to succeed 
outgoing general secretary Dave 
Prentis. 

Voting opens from next 
Wednesday. 

Paul’s campaign is asking 
all branches that nominated 
him to now pin their 100-
word statement on why they 
nominated him to the top of 
their social media. 

Unison members should fight 
tooth-and-nail to get ballots 
mailed in to support Paul in 
turning the union into one led 
by members.
lFor details of the campign go 
to facebook.com/Paul4gensec
lPaul’s fundraising page is at 
gofundme.com/f/paul4gensec

All roads must lead to action
rOad maintenance workers 
are considering  industrial 
action in response to the 
“union busting” tactics of 
construction giant amey.

the company was awarded 
the area 10 highways 
management contract in 
2019. it covers the m6, m60, 
m67, m66, m56, m57, m58, 
m602, m61, m62, m53 , m65 
and a number of major a 
roads.

the workers do 
maintenance and respond 
to accidents ensuring that 
motorways can reopen 
quickly. 

during the winter the jobs 
include gritting to keep the 
roads ice free.

the unite union has a 
recognition agreement with 
the employer and has a very 

high density of membership. 
a new management team 

took over earlier this year. 
Bosses have stated that the 
only way to make money 
on the contract is to reduce 
workers’ pay and conditions.

now amey is attempting 
to end the union recognition 
on the contract and reduce 
the number of elected 
workplace representatives. it 
has already started to attack 
workers’ conditions.

unite regional co-
ordinating officer andy Fisher 
said, “industrial action will 
cause incredible disruption 
across the north West of 
england.

“However, amey needs to 
understand that unite will 
not allow its members to be 
treated in this manner.”

hEathrow

hiGhways workErs

hoylEr PEtroloG uk and rolls-roycE

an OFFer by the unite 
union for workers to accept 
pay cuts has been rejected 
by Heathrow airport limited 
(Hal) bosses. they want 
even bigger attacks.

 the union’s members 
are currently balloting for 
industrial action over a 
scheme that will see around 
4,000 people lose up to 
£8,000 a year.

last week unite proposed 
all workers return their £700 
airport profit bonus. 

directors would return 
theirs too, as would chief 
executive John Holland kaye. 
He was contractually entitled 
to a £565,965 bonus and a 
“share in success” payment 
of over £1 million due to be 

paid in august. shareholders 
would also have been 
expected to return the £100 
million of dividends paid to 
them earlier this year.

unite also offered that 
the majority of staff—aside 
from new starters on lower 
rates of pay—would have 
their pay rates revert back to 
december 2019 levels.

Predictably the offer only 
encouraged management to 
double down on their cuts.

the strike ballot closes on 
5 november.

the focus has to be on 
organising resistance, not 
offering cuts that seem to 
accept at least part of the 
case that the bosses are 
making.

Offer to accept pay cuts 
doesn’t take off at airport

 Resistance needed as the 
jobs slaughter accelerates
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 Win for left in  
 Bolivian vote  
by Sophie Squire 

After Almost a year of 
an unelected right wing gov-
ernment backed by the Us, 
the people of Bolivia have 
voted to remove the coup 
regime. 

Exit polls on Monday said 
the Movement For Socialism 
(Mas) presidential candi-
date  Luis Arce, the former 
former minister of economy 
and public finance, had won 
the presidency. He won with 
more than 50 percent of the 
vote. 

There were celebrations 
on the streets outside Mas 
 headquarters in the capital 
city of La Paz. 

Mas is the party of Evo 
Morales who became the 
first indigenous president of 
the country in 2006. 

Last year a right wing coup 
backed by the police and the 
army—and supported by the 
US—ousted Morales and 
forced him into exile. 

Morales won his presidency 
on the back of mobilisations 
of mainly indigenous people 
in the early 2000s.

In power the administra-
tion granted more rights 

to indigenous people and 
cut poverty. But during his  
14 years as president, 
Morales’ popularity had been 
decreasing. And many were 
unhappy with his increasing 
closeness to agribusiness and 
energy multinationals

Morales had been wrongly 

accused of election fraud by 
the Organisation of American 
States  who demanded 
another election. He agreed 
to hold another vote but was 
still forced out. 

In his place, conservative 
senator Jeanine Anez—who 
once described indigenous 

people as “satanic”—took 
over. She was backed by 
Trump in the US. 

In the almost 12 months 
of the Anez administration 
supporters of Mas have faced 
persecution. 

Human Rights Watch 
claimed earlier this year that 

a “witch hunt” was being 
conducted against those 
who supported the former 
president.

B u t  m a s s  p r o t e s t s 
 undermined Anez.

In August coup oppo-
nents dynamited Andean 
passes, scattered boulders 

across highways and dug 
trenches along rural roads. 
Sanitation workers in the city 
of Cochabamba led protests 
with what were described as 
“flaming brooms”.

Although coup leaders 
were able to delay the elec-
tion, the protests meant they 
could not avoid it entirely.

And on Sunday protesters 
defied intimidation and voted 
in huge numbers for Mas.

But this is far from the end 
of the struggle.

The right will be  seething 
at the election result and 
will seek further chances to 
assault the left.

Last week the coup gov-
ernment celebrated the 
anniversary of Ernesto Che 
Guevara’s murder by the 
Bolivian military and its US 
backers. Anez declared that 
the lesson of Guevara’s death 
“is that communist dictator-
ship has no place here.”Yet 
the Bolivian people are show-
ing that they firmly reject the 
right wing coup in their coun-
try in their continued support 
for Mas. 

But only the mass mobi-
lisation of workers outside 
parliament can win lasting 
change.

CeleBrAtions on the streets as luis Acre wins the presidency

Thailand

Mass protests return to streets and defy cops in new fight for democracy
by GileS Ji unGpakorn

The amazing 
demonstrations in 
Thailand against the 
military junta and the 
monarchy in the past few 
days show how far the 
movement has developed.

Large youth-led  
pro-democracy protests 
have hit the Thai military 
junta since August. 

In September crowds 
on protests swelled 
to over 100,000.

Crowds gathered in 
similar numbers and 
marched to Government 
house to demand the 
resignation of the dictator 

Prayut Chan-ocha. They 
also demanded a new 
constitution and reform 
of the monarchy.

The military 
government insisted 
that the protest should 
be cancelled because 
the king had decided to 
visit a nearby temple. 

The powerful military 
has traditionally used 
the weak monarchy 
as a tool to justify 
authoritarian rule. 

Protesters ignored 
the government.

Police allowed the queen 
to be driven through the 
pro-democracy crowds. 
She was met with the 
three fingered salute 

used by the protesters.
The crowd shouted, 

“My taxes” at her.
These protests are 

independent of any 
political parties.

The present junta 
came to power through 
a coup in 2014. elections 
were eventually held in 
2019, but under anti-
democratic rules. 

It was the first time 
in decades that people 
had the confidence to 
criticise the king in public. 
The junta announced 
emergency powers, 
banned all protests 
and arrested some of 
the protest leaders. 

however, the next 

day thousands gathered 
in the city centre to 
defy the government.

The following day the 
paramilitary riot police 
moved in and sprayed the 
young people with water 
mixed with a liquid irritant. 

Yet people regrouped 
and organised protests 
again the following day. 

Their determination 
is impressive. But 
either they organise 
more militant action 
such as strikes, or the 
momentum will be lost.

Giles Ji Ungpakorn is a Thai 
socialist in exile. Read this full 
article at bit.ly/thaiGiles1020 
and follow his blog at  
bit.ly/thaiGilesBlogDemonstrators on the 47th anniversary of the student uprising 


