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PARENTS SPEAK OUT

‘I’m really 
angry’
by ISABEL RINGROSE

IT COULDN’T be clearer 
what Tory priorities mean. 

Their MPs vote against 
extending the free school 
meals (FSM) scheme over 
the holidays while they gorge 
on subsidised Commons 
restaurants and are in line 
for a £60 a week pay rise.

Sarah Cornwall is a mother 
from Chesterfield who relies on 
FSM to help feed her daughter.

She told Socialist Worker, 
“Having the vouchers in the 
summer made a big, big 
difference to my family.

“It took a massive worry 
off us. The Tories don’t 
understand what it is to 
struggle to feed your kids.”

Protests have been taking 
place at Tory MPs’ offices.

On Monday in Matlock, 
Derbyshire, activists protested 
after their Tory MP Sarah Dines 
tweeted she was “proud” to 
have voted against feeding 
children over Christmas.

And a protest in Eckington 
in North East Derbyshire 

took place on Tuesday over 
their MP Lee Rowley’s vote.

Charlie Johnson is a 
mother who lives in the area 
and relies on FSM. She told 
Socialist Worker, “Getting the 
vouchers in the summer was 
really helpful. It made all the 
difference to me. I am really 
angry. They were forced to 
bail us out in the summer but 
now they’ve just forgotten us.

“We need a big fight to get 
meals back for Christmas.”

The Tories are fighting class 
war on families in need. 

It’s time to give them 
class war back.

A protester in Matlock
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 Deported under new regime 
for being a rough sleeper
ROUGH SLEEPERS in 
Britain who have come 
from other countries face 
deportation under new 
immigration laws. These 
will be introduced when 
the Brexit transition period 
ends.

Under rules due to come 
into force on 1 January, rough 
sleeping will become grounds 
for refusal of, or cancellation 
of, permission to be in Britain.

In 2017 a Home Office 
policy to deport rough 
sleepers from countries in 
the European Economic Area 
was ruled unlawful by the 
High Court. This followed a 
challenge brought on behalf of 
two Polish men and a Latvian.

But the deportation policy 
is said to now be a particular 
focus of Boris Johnson and 
his ministers.

Polly Neate from the 
Shelter charity said,“This 

appears to be a huge 
step backwards from a 
 government that says it 
wants to end rough sleeping. 

“Seeking to deport people 
for the sole reason that they 
are homeless will undoubt-
edly mean fewer people 
coming forward for help.

“Rough sleepers, no matter 

where they are from, are a 
symptom of a home-grown 
housing emergency. 

“This emergency has been 
caused by the failure of suc-
cessive governments to build 
the social homes we need. 

“Investment in social 
housing will solve this emer-
gency—not punishing people 

for being homeless.” The 
change in rules comes as 
part of a series of harsh new 
restrictions as freedom of 
movement is ended.

The new laws will be  
made through a statutory 
instrument rather than be 
debated as legislation.

They will mean EU citizens 
face the same battery of racist 
obstacles on entering Britain 
as those already applied to 
non-EU citizens.

The new regime will 
not apply to EU citizens 
who have been granted 
immigration status under the 
EU settlement scheme.

The immigration rules will 
also set out other changes 
previously announced. 

 These include parts of the 
new points-based immigra-
tion system, such as salary 
thresholds, bans on certain  
visitors and harsher visa rules.

lHERE’S A clever way to make our 
lives even riskier. Face masks and 

protective gloves will cost more from 
the end of this month. This is because 
the government has decided not to 
extend a temporary waiver of VAT tax 
on personal protective equipment.

It will mean a 20 percent price 
increase for equipment that the 
government has decreed essential.

Jobs go as SNP obeys 
pro-market EU rules
THE SCOTTISH National 
Party is a great supporter 
of membership of the 
European Union (EU).

But it’s now saying that 
EU state aid rules have 
stopped it from funding 
green energy jobs. 

The BiFab fabrication 
yards could close as a 
result.

BiFab workers occupied 
their yards in 2017 to save 
their jobs.

The Scottish government 
granted a loan to the 
company to help save jobs 
at the Methil, Burntisland 
and Arnish yards. 

Another firm, DF Barnes, 
bought the company two 
years ago.

The Scottish government 
took a minority stake in 

the company as repayment 
of the loan. 

It then gave 
multinational EDF Energy 
a contract for a massive 
offshore wind farm close to 
BiFab’s yards.

But last week DF Barnes 
announced it has pulled 
out of a bid to do the work. 

The Scottish government 
claimed that EU state aid 
rules limited the amount of 
support it could offer.

Cops defend Tasering 
of a pregnant woman 
SOUTH WALES Police 
has defended the use 
of a Taser by one of its 
officers on a pregnant 
woman. 

Leanne Perrett 
miscarried after the stun 
gun was fired at her. 

A police officer Tasered 
her after being called to a 
row between her and her 
partner.

Footage taken by an 
onlooker appeared to 
show the Taser barbs 
hitting Perrett in her front. 

This caused her to fall 
into the road face first.

No disciplinary action 
has been taken against 
the officer and South 
Wales Police praised the 
way he had acted.

Rosalind Comyn, policy 
and campaigns manager 
of the Liberty group, 
said, “The government 
pressed ahead with 
a huge increase in 
Tasers for frontline 
officers, ignoring the 
overwhelming evidence 
of the clear damage they 
can cause. 

“This rollout must be 
reversed.”

Migrant was  
left destitute
AN electrician, classified 
as an illegal immigrant 
despite living in London 
for 45 years, was left 
destitute as he waited a 
year for a decision on his 
case.

The man, described as 
Mr R, was waiting for the 
Windrush taskforce to 
decide on his application 
to stay in Britain.

A report by the 
parliamentary ombudsman 
said applications to the 
Windrush taskforce were 
meant to be processed 
within two weeks. 

The year-long wait was 
described as “shocking” in 
a detailed report published 
last week.

The parliamentary 
ombudsman ruled 
that the Home Office 
should apologise and 
pay Mr R £5,000 for 
“maladministration and 
delay” in processing his 
case. It added that the 
UK Visas and Immigration 

authority was “well aware” 
of Mr R’s “desperate 
situation yet it repeatedly 
refused requests to 
expedite its decision”.

Fake opponent 
defeats mayor
RUSSIAN NIKOLAI Loktev, 
mayor of Povalikhino,  
300 miles east of Moscow, 
panicked when he realised 
he was running for 
re-election unopposed.

It was important for 
democratic show to find a 
candidate to oppose him 
and duly be defeated.

He had already asked a 
number of local residents 
to take part. 

They included his 
assistant at city hall and a 
member of the Communist 
Party who had run and lost 
in elections in 2011. 

But both declined.  
Eventually he persuaded 

Marina Udgodskaya, the 
cleaner at city hall.

But then she won.
At first worried by what 

would happen, she is now 
settling into the job.

As a first order of 
business—after finding her 
replacement as cleaner, 
that is—she plans to bring 
streetlights to the village.

Your mask will cost more

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘I’m the least 
racist person in 
this room’
Donald Trump during the last 
US presidential debate

‘They’ll end up 
blowing up the 
dam. They have 
to do something’
Donald Trump encouraging 
Egypt’s government to destroy 
an Ethiopian dam on the Nile

 ‘I’d like to 
apologise for 
organising a 
mass canvass in 
support of Rosie 
Duffield in the 
general election’
Owen Jones has regrets after 
the Canterbury MP’s remarks 
about trans people

‘We are working 
on the basis that 
we need to be 
ready for power 
within a year’
A ‘close ally’ of chancellor  
Rishi Sunak speaks to the Mail 
on Sunday newspaper

‘I have always 
been shocked 
to walk into a 
supermarket and 
see an aisle of 
such community 
food’
French interior minister  
Gerald Darmanin denounces 
halal and kosher food
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l POLICE HAVE wrongly cancelled 
records of serious crimes, in 

many cases without informing victims, 
analysis of official reports shows.

Inspections of 43 police forces in 
England and Wales detail how officers 
incorrectly cancelled reports of rape, 
sexual offences and violence.

At least 19 forces cancelled reports of 
rape. Charity Rape Crisis said that the 
findings were “completely unacceptable”.

Fighting back in 2017 Deadly weapon

Homelessness is the result of government policies

Windrush protest



 High Storrs  
 says Black  
 Lives  
 Matter
by NOAH OSBORNE in Sheffield

OUTRAGED students of High 
Storrs school in Sheffield 
organised a protest last week 
against racism from a student 
in Year 11. 

It is the school’s 
responsibility to deal fairly 
with all students involved—
but it didn’t do this. 

So we organised a 
protest demanding that the 
school take allegations of 
racism seriously and that 
black culture is celebrated 
throughout the curriculum. 

We are also demanding the 
end of permanent exclusions, 
which disproportionately 
affect black and Asian 
students.

Around 200 students 

turned up and the 
atmosphere was electric. 

You could see a sea of 
passionate students from all 
years, socially distanced in 
year bubbles, all with masks 
on and all ready to push for 
change.

We marched around the 
school with homemade 
banners during lunch time. 

As a result of the protest, 
the school started to ask 
if students had any more 
evidence of the student’s 
racist actions.

It is now looking into it 
with much more intent as it is 
beginning to understand the 
seriousness of the issue. 

And the school is now  
looking into changing 
the school’s policies and 
curriculum for black culture in 
most humanities subjects. 

Although many said that 
the youth cannot change 
things, we use this as our 
first and definitely not last 
example of how we will keep 
fighting these injustices. 

And we will not stutter 
when we keep repeating the 
phrase—Black Lives Matter.

  School students organise  
 dynamic anti-racist revolts 
by  ISABEL RINGROSE

STUDENTS AT Nonsuch High 
School For Girls in Cheam, west 
of London, have launched a fight 
against racism in their school. 
Their committed protests have 
included an 800-strong demon-
stration at the school.

Racist messages sent by a Year 11 
student were published online by one 
student and defended by another. 
They included, “Black people chose 
to be slaves” and, “All lives matter.”

Anise, a Year 11 student and 
organiser, told Socialist Worker, 
“Our school is incredibly diverse. 
The majority of students are people 
of colour.”

On 13 October the year group 
was called into an assembly by their 
headteacher.

“We were told we had to respect 
the racists and if we continued 
to exclude them, we would be 
punished,” said Anise.

The headteacher told students to 
“ignore it” and “move on”, effectively 
defending the student’s comments.

Anise said, “A lot of students 
actively followed the Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) movement and 
expected to see it reflected in the 
school’s response.

“That assembly sparked so much 
anger within us. But that anger 
united us all in a way we never have 
been before.”

Horrified
Emma, another Year 11 student, told 
Socialist Worker, “We were horrified 
that day and had to do something 
about it.

“We tried to send in emails of 
complaint. They responded by 
blocking all emails.”

The movement then took to 
social media. Emma said the school 
attempted to expel her for posting 
online to raise awareness of the 
issue.

By 15 October, students in Year 11 
had called a protest and 800 students 
from across the school attended.

Anise recalled, “Everyone collec-
tively standing up for something 
we all believe in was so powerful. 
I’ve never seen the school working 
together like this.”

Kalida, a Year 10 student, told 
Socialist Worker, “Because the whole 
school was getting involved no one 
felt scared.”

Former pupils have since come 
forward with their experiences of 
racism at the school.

“My maths teacher refused to 

learn my name,” said Kalida. “She 
only called me by my real name 
twice. Unless you had an English 
name she would rarely address you.

“We can’t have teachers like this at 
a diverse school. We don’t feel safe. 
People with power over us are basi-
cally saying we’re worthless.”

Students say two black teachers 
have come out in support of their 
movement and some others have 
supported it discreetly.

Anise said, “The whole student 
body needs an apology. And after 
that we need to work with the school 
to get them to understand what they 

are doing is wrong.”
She added, “But it’s not just 

Nonsuch. Any child of colour is 
subjected to racism their whole life. 

“It’s become so normalised. We’re 
conditioned from a young age to deal 
with it. It’s the whole system.”

The students from Nonsuch are 
showing the strength that collec-
tive action has in the battle against 
racism. Their determination to fight 
for change is a powerful display of 
resistance.
For updates and to send messages of 
support go to nonsuchracism.carrd.co 
and @nonsuch.memes on Instagram 

STUDENTS AT Nonsuch have risen up, complaining 
that the school is tolerating racism  
Picture: @chazisabella and racism at nonsuch on twitter

High Storrs protest

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5607 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

“Socialist Worker is supportive 
of us getting a future, while the 
Tories are literally trying to take 
that away from us! Left wing 
media supports human lives not 
cash flow.” 
A levels Strike 2021  
@Alevels21Strike

WE SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker gives a voice to the 
people fighting for a better world. 
Throughout the pandemic it has taken on  
the racist scapegoating and anti working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes and 
protests that can beat back the bosses 
and bigots. We are asking everyone who 
enjoys Socialist Worker to donate as much 
as they can to help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£83,441
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 Tory failings 
mean 200 
coronavirus 
deaths a day
The government has pushed people 
back to work and education—and 
now Covid-19 cases are higher than 
they were in April
CORONAVIRUS INFECTIONS and 
deaths are soaring out of control.

The Tory government is always 
at least two steps behind what is 
required. And it is continuing with 
fatal pro-business policies that 
ensure more carnage.

Over 1,000 people across Britain 
were reported to have died from cor-
onavirus in the last week. The NHS 
is in crisis in many areas.

Dr Tristan Cope, medical director 
of Liverpool University hospitals, 
tweeted that the city was treating 
more Covid-19 patients than in April 
at the peak of the first wave. 

He also said that “numbers con-
tinue to rise”.

Liverpool’s three main hospitals 
treated 398 people with coronavi-
rus on Thursday of last week. 

This compares to 390 during their 
busiest day in the spring. Cope said 
hospital workers were under “a huge 
strain”.

Increasing
Nottingham University Hospitals 
NHS Trust’s chief executive Tracy 
Taylor said, “Over the last few days 
we have exceeded 200 patients 
with the virus in the city’s Queen’s 
Medical Centre hospital, and every 
day this is increasing by nearly 
another full ward of people.”

The number of cases in the north 
west of England means the first 
of the government’s emergency 
Nightingale hospitals, on standby 
for months, will reopen next week 
in Manchester.

A total of 6,518 Covid-19 patients 
were in hospital in England last 
Friday, up from 4,647 a week 
previously. 

The number of people requir-
ing ventilation is also up with 601 
in ventilation beds, up from 482 a 
week before.

These statistics reflect a trend 
across society.

In mid-September, chief scientific 
officer Sir Patrick Vallance, said that 
without further action “you would 
end up with something like 50,000 
cases in the middle of October per 
day”. He went on to say this could 

lead to 200-plus deaths a day by 
mid-November.  

He was underestimating the 
horror. The avalanche of cases 
and the 200-plus deaths a day are 
already here.

Vallance said last week that 
“the modelling consensus suggests 
that between 53,000 and 90,000  
new infections per day may be 
occurring”.

On Tuesday last week the death 
toll rose by 241. On Friday it grew 
by 224.

This is a direct result of the 
 premature ending of lockdown and 
the reopening of workplaces, schools 
and universities in the interests of 
big business.

For instance, the Tories’ Eat Out 
to Help Out scheme has contributed 
to soaring infection rates. 

Mohammed Mukhtar Khan has 
recently spent time in hospital with 
Covid-19 and said the push to fill 
restaurants with people “is where 
the problem came”.

“In the first wave people were 
scared and then when they started 
promoting the restaurant scheme it 
made it very bad.”

Ordinary people are paying for 
the Tory failures throughout the 
healthcare system, education insti-
tutions and wider society—it’s time 
to mount a fightback now.

BACK STORY
The Tories’ handling of the virus 
in the last month has been a 
series of disasters 
lAt the beginning of the month 
virus cases began to shoot up 
dramatically, partly as a result 
of the Tory failures to deliver a 
working track and trace system 
lThe Tories also announced the 
introduction of a tier system to 
control the virus. But cases keep 
rising THE NUMBER of deaths from Covid-19 is on the increase

Children are being put in danger by 
being made to attend unsafe schools 
OFFICE FOR National Statistics 
figures last week showed that 
the age group most likely to 
have coronavirus were older 
teenagers and young adults.

But the sharpest rise was in 
primary school children.

Yet hardly any of the official 
plans for partial lockdowns or 
“circuit breakers” are talking 
about action in schools, colleges 
or universities. 

Even the government’s highest 
level tier three restrictions 
in England leave schools and 
universities untouched.

The Scottish government’s  
five-tier scheme also has schools 
open at the most extreme 
“lockdown” level. 

In Wales, which began a  
17-day “firebreak” last week, 
primary schools will still reopen 
after the half-term break along 
with Years 7 and 8 in secondary 
schools.

In other words, schools and 
universities will still be spreader 
centres. Urgent action is  
needed.

Dr Terry Wrigley told an 
independent Sage scientists’ 
briefing on Friday that some 
schools were not isolating 

enough students and were 
“pouring petrol on the flames” of 
infection.

He called for a mix of home 
and school tuition.

Mary Bousted and Kevin 
Courtney, joint general 
secretaries of the NEU union, 
have written to education 
secretary Gavin Williamson 
demanding action. 

They pointed out that the 
infection rate in secondary 
schools is now “17 times higher 
than it was on September 1”. 

Last week the NEU called for a 
two-week “circuit breaker” with 
secondary schools and colleges 
closed. But the government has 
ignored the plea.

Now there needs to be action.
Writing in the NEU Left 

bulletin, Coventry teacher Chris 
Denson writes, “We can see the 
urgency with which the NEU has 
called for a ‘circuit breaker’ for 
secondary and Post-16 sectors. 

“But if we want to genuinely 
redress the momentum of the 
virus then the government 
should call a full circuit breaker 
including all schools and 
colleges, and all non-essential 
workplaces, with full furlough 

protection for all affected 
workers.”

Winning that will take action. 
Denson added that in Coventry 

safety concessions had been 
won where “we have raised the 
use of Section 44 [immediate 
walkouts citing health and safety 
concerns] or industrial ballots”. 

That’s the message that should 
go out everywhere.

NEU Left meeting, Covid Crisis, What 
Are We Doing About It? Friday  
30 October, 6,30pm, go to  
bit.ly/NEULeft_30th_October

Claim older people were 
sacrificed in first wave
OLDER people 
were excluded from 
receiving lifesaving 
care at the height 
of the first wave 
of the coronavirus 
pandemic in the 
spring, the Sunday 
Times newspaper has 
claimed. 

It said that the 
decisions made 
were “in order to 
protect hospitals” 
from becoming 
overwhelmed with 
critical patients 
needing acute care in 
March and April. 

Ambulance crews 
and hospitals were 
instructed to apply 
a more strict criteria 
for who to admit 
into facilities, “with 
specific instructions 
to exclude many 
elderly people”.

And it said that 
an “age-based frailty 
score”, played a 
part in denying 
vulnerable people 
care. 

This guidance, 
commissioned by 
England’s chief 
medical officer 
Chris Whitty, would 
have seen those 
over 80 years old 
automatically 
excluded from 

treatment. 
Although the 

Sunday Times said 
it was never made 
official NHS policy, 
the guidance was 
widely circulated 
among hospitals and  
health care 
professionals. 

The research 
appears to be 
supported by 
comparatively how 
few deaths there 
were in hospitals.

Some 59,000 
“excess deaths” 

occurred in England 
and Wales in the first 
six months of the 
pandemic. 

But only 8,000 of 
these happened in 
hospitals, while some 
26,000 were in care 
homes and 25,000 in 
private homes. 

Older people’s 
lives should not be 
tossed away—and 
everyone should be 
disgusted by how the 
crisis in the NHS is 
putting those people 
in danger.

Young people face crisis
YOUNG PEOPLE are 
being hit particularly 
hard by the pandemic, 
as they suffer  
through inadequate 
education, poor 
mental health and 
unemployment.

Research by the 
London School of 
Economics (LSE) 
showed that six in ten 
people aged 16-25 saw 
their earnings fall and 
were twice as likely as 

older workers to be 
made unemployed.

And poorer young 
people stand to lose 
more than the richest. 

Some 74 percent 
of private school 
students had full days 
of teaching, while only 
38 percent of state 
school students  
did. 

And research by the 
Samaritans charity 
and the University of 

Glasgow found that 
the mental health of 
people aged 18-29 was 
being hit hard. 

The study showed 
suicidal thoughts 
were highest among 
this age group, and 
14 percent of people 
reported them. 

Urgent action needs 
to be undertaken to 
address the crisis 
facing this generation 
of young people.

Track and trace worsens
THE TEST and trace 
system, riddled with 
privatisation, is 
worsening from its 
already dire state.

And the situation 
is so bad that the 
government is now 
paying social media 
influencers to promote 
the system positively 
according to the 
Guardian newspaper. 

Figures released 
last week showed the 
worst performance 

since it began, with 
just one in seven 
people having a test at 
a centre receiving  
their result within  
24 hours.

The figures also 
show a fall to 59.6 
percent in the 
proportion of close 
contacts of people who 
tested positive who 
were reached. 

This was also the 
lowest weekly rate, 
down from 63 percent 

in the previous week.
But non-privatised 

local health protection 
teams had far better 
results with  
94.8 percent of 
contacts reached and 
asked to self-isolate 
in the week to 14 
October.

Even a full 
lockdown will only 
buy time and a respite 
unless there is a 
proper test, trace and 
isolate system.
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Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

Older people were given an “age-based frailty score” 
to determine whether they should receive care

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

SYSTEMATIC RACISM TO 
BLAME FOR VIRUS DEATHS

 C
ORONAVIRUS has 
“thrived on” systematic 
racism—and more 
black people will 
“unnecessarily die” 

unless there’s urgent action.
This warning in Doreen 

Lawrence’s report that was 
released this week should be a 
rallying cry against racism. 

The murder of her son, 
Stephen Lawrence, led to the 
Metropolitan Police being found to 
be institutionally racist by a public 
inquiry in 1999.

Doreen Lawrence’s report 
describes how black, Asian and 
minority ethnic people have been 
“overexposed, under protected, 
stigmatised and overlooked” 
throughout the pandemic. 

“This has been generations in 
the making,” she writes. 

It is “the consequence of 
decades of structural injustice, 
inequality and discrimination that 
blights our society”. 

The Tories have tried to 
deflect attention from racism 
by scapegoating black and Asian 
people for spreading the virus.

And just last week the 
government’s adviser, Cambridge 
professor Dr Raghib Ali, 
downplayed systematic racism. 

He says it “misses the very large 
number of non-ethnic minority 
groups and whites who also lived 
in deprived areas”. 

Of course working class people 
who are white have also been 
hammered by the pandemic—
because they are working class.

But the Lawrence report 
powerfully shows how racism and 
class combine. So, “black, Asian and 
minority ethnic people are more 
likely to live in poor quality and 
overcrowded housing”. 

Lawrence slams the Tories’ 
“decade-long failure to build 
social rented housing” which “has 
pushed many families into the less 
regulated and less secure private 
rented market”. Black people 

are also far more likely to be 
employed in sectors where they 
can’t work from home. 

And they “face significant 
barriers to accessing health 
care”. This varies from a lack 
of “language-appropriate 
communication” to simply “not 
being taken seriously when 
presenting with symptoms”.

Health care is an area where the 
Tories’ racism and welfare policies 
combine. Under the No Recourse 
to Public Funds (NRPF) visa rule, 
some of the most vulnerable 
migrants are barred from health 
services and social security. 

And black and Asian people 
aren’t just dying disproportionately 
of coronavirus.

They are “more likely to suffer 
the economic consequences”.

The Lawrence review argues for 
“systemic solutions to systemic 
problems”. It puts forward a raft 
of measures such as suspending 
NRPF, a Renters’ Reform Bill and 
more support for people who are 
self-isolating. 

It will take a huge fight to win 
such reforms from the racist Tories. 

The Lawrence review should 
make us all rage against the system 
that produces racism—and fight 
to uproot the whole of it. 

SOLIDARITY NOT CHARITY 
 THE TORIES’ refusal to give 

free school meals to children 
in the holidays has seen an 

outpouring of support for poor 
children from ordinary people.

This generosity shows that 
working class people care deeply 
about each other. 

There is often a sense of 
collective solidarity that goes 
against the idea, rammed down 
our throats, that individuals are 
just out for themselves.

The Tories’ solidarity is with 
big businesses and banks—the 

government has handed them tens 
of billions this year.

So the money is there. It 
shouldn’t have to come out of the 
pockets of people who themselves 
are likely to be struggling because 
of the pandemic.

And now businesses big and 
small are flocking to offer charity.

Supermarket Marks & Spencer 
is offering free children’s meals in 
its cafes—but only if you spend  
£3 on a food item.

McDonald’s has said it will 
donate one million meals for free 

to children over half term.
But as the McStrike group 

fighting for workers’ rights 
tweeted, “No donation will hide 
the fact that there are McDonald’s 
workers whose kids depend on 
free school meals because of their 
poverty wages.”

The bosses who hold down 
wages, deny union rights and slash 
jobs should not be allowed to 
prettify their exploitation.

Government policies and the 
priorities of capitalism are why 
children go hungry.

Health care is an 
area where the 
Tories’ racism 
and welfare 
policies combine

‘‘ 
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 Biden can’t contain 
bitterness in the US
IT WAS one of Bill Clinton’s advisers who coined the 
slogan, “It’s the Economy Stupid!” But this has been 
Donald Trump’s recipe for getting re-elected.

“Trumponomics” had two main planks. The first was 
sharply cutting taxes on corporations and the wealthy in the 
hope that this would boost investment. The second was trade 
protectionism directed mainly at China and to a lesser extent 
the European Union. This was designed to reduce the US’s 
balance of payments deficit and encourage the “reshoring” of 
industrial jobs back to rust belt Midwestern states.

The tax cuts were a form of what Martin Wolf of the 
Financial Times newspaper calls “regressive Keynesianism”. 
Economist Maynard Keynes thought the state should cut 
taxes and increase spending to boost consumption and 
investment, and thereby achieve full employment. 

But—even though Trump almost halved the effective tax 
on profits—investment hasn’t risen much. Corporations used 
the extra cash mainly to buy back shares and boost share 
prices. The trade war with China hasn’t significantly reduced 
the deficit and little “reshoring” has taken place.

Nevertheless, unemployment fell last year to its lowest 
level since 1969 and the stock market soared. Trump banked 
on this getting him re-elected. Then came the pandemic, and 
the worst recession for nearly 100 years. The unemployment 
rate jumped by ten percentage points in April. 

The Marxist blogger Michael Roberts wrote, 
“Trumponomics is really a combination of Keynesianism and 
neoliberalism.” Despite initial Republican support for direct 
payments to households to combat the economic collapse, 
neoliberalism won out in 2020. 

Trump joined the Republicans in congress in resisting the 
Democrats’ demands for the federal government to keep 
spending to sustain jobs and incomes. Instead he counted 
on rapidly ending the initial lockdowns to get the economy 
moving again. This has badly rebounded on him. 

New daily Covid-19 infections in the US reached a record 
83,010 on Friday last week. 

Contrary to what both Republicans and Tories claim, there is 
no “trade-off” between sustaining the economy and combating 
the pandemic. Those economies whose governments took 
vigorous measures to protect lives have suffered smaller 
contractions. Deloitte predicts that the US economy will either 
stagnate or shrink in the final quarter of 2020.

Programmes
Joe Biden, Trump’s Democratic rival, has made a point 
of taking Covid-19 seriously. But he too would turn on 
the spending tap. He is promising £5.6 trillion worth of 
new programmes over ten years. Although he rejects the 
Green New Deal advocated by left wing Democrats such as 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Biden says he would spend nearly 
£1.5 trillion on combating climate change.

The Financial Times pointed out in an editorial headlined 
“Bidenomics Can Preserve Support for Capitalism” that these 
policies put Biden significantly to the left of both Clinton and 
Barack Obama. But rather than scream foul, as it did with 
Jeremy Corbyn, it concluded that this is a good thing. 
“An unchecked capitalism would not survive the electorate’s 
judgment,” it said. “Sure enough, there have been times 
since the 2008 crash when popular resentment of inequality, 
especially among the young, has threatened to spill over into 
demands for total systemic change. 

“If implemented, Bidenomics would make life more 
burdensome for business and for high-earners. But it might 
also avert a larger reckoning further down the line.”

This is an interesting illustration of how scared the 
mainstream neoliberal establishment is. 

It realises that Trump rode to office on the anger 
generated by the global financial crisis of 2007-9 and 
imagines that what the Financial Times calls “mildly social-
democratic” policies can soak up the discontent.

This is a vain hope, for two reasons. First, as Roberts 
shows, the US, like the other advanced economies, continues 
to struggle with a low level of profitability. This is why 
investment stagnates. Increased government spending 
offers at best a short-term boost. Second, popular bitterness 
in the US is much deeper and more widespread than the 
establishment understands. Trump took the lid off. Even if 
he loses it will be hard to replace it.

PROTESTERS GATHERED in London amid fury over free school meals   Picture: Guy Smallman

 Tory scum vote for children  
 to go hungry in the holidays
by ISABEL RINGROSE

FURY IS growing over the 
Tories’ refusal to extend 
free school meals  (FSM) 
in England during the 
holidays. 

Tory MPs have said 
extending free school meals 
“increases dependency” on 
the state and claimed the 
cost could contribute to 
“destroying the currency”.

And they have resisted 
repeating the food vouch-
ers scheme despite an outcry 
on social media and on the 
streets.

Their moves to make chil-
dren go hungry shows up the 
Tories’ cruelty.

South London parent 
Helima relies on free school 
meals. “My kids are on half 
term now and I think the gov-
ernment is useless,” she told 
Socialist Worker. 

“None of the things they 
say or do make sense.

Lifeline
“Free school meals over the 
summer were a lifeline for a 
lot of families who wouldn’t 
have been able to feed their 
kids and make ends meet 
during the pandemic.

“Benefits are already mini-
mal, and so many people who 
need support are on precari-
ous contracts or have lost 
jobs.”

A parliamentary motion 
from Labour last week would 
have provided 1.4 million 

children in England with £15-
a-week food vouchers during 
holidays until Easter next 
year. But 322 Tory MPs voted 
against it, and it was defeated.

About 1.3 million children 
claimed FSM in 2019—about 
15 percent of state-educated 
pupils. A further 900,000 
children have applied for 
FSM since the start of the 
pandemic.

When schools closed 
during lockdown, families 
were issued with vouchers. 
T h i s  c o n t i n u e d  a f t e r 
campaigners called for the 
Tories to feed children during 

the summer with a “Covid 
food fund”. But the support 
will not be extended.

Boris Johnson’s spokes-
person said FSM were “only 
ever intended to support eli-
gible pupils attending school 
during termtime”. 

The Tories claim that 
they fed children during the 
pandemic—but Covid-19 has 
not gone away.

Investment
Health secretary Matt Hancock 
claimed the  government has 
provided “a huge amount of 
extra investment”. 

It has made minor changes 
such as raising Universal 
Credit by £20 and adjusting  
housing benefit. 

But even these are due to 
be phased out.

The Tories have given 
councils £63 million to help 
with hardship funds. But 
this is supposed to cover a 
wide range of needs, such as 
heating for poorer people.

And councils have suffered 
massive cuts for years.

“Southwark council has 
said it would help provide 
FSM and we will get our  
£15 voucher,” Helima said. 

“Why isn’t the government 
doing more to help everyone? 
It feels like they don’t care 
about our kids.”
Helima is a pseudonym

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Protests take on MPs
PROTESTERS have 
taken to the streets at 
the refusal to provide 
free school meals in 
the holidays. Around 
40 people gathered in 
Newcastle on Friday. 
Protesters held signs 
saying, “Starve Tories not 
kids” and, 
“Make the 
Tories pay, 
end child 
poverty”.

In London 
up to 60 
people 
gathered on 
Saturday outside 
Downing Street.

Placards 

read, “No child should 
go hungry” and “Eat 
nowt to help out”.

Jen, one of the 
organisers, told Socialist 
Worker, “We want to 
be a voice for those 
who can’t speak out.”

Speakers denounced 
the fact that MPs, who 
are in line to receive a 
£3,000 pay rise this year, 
voted to starve children.

And MPs receive £25 a 
day for food and drinks 
when outside London.

On the demonstration 
in London, protesters 

chanted, “When I  
say Tory you 
say scum”. 

Matt Hancock hails ‘investment’

A London protester
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 by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THE TORIES have pushed 
through legal changes to make 
Britain’s immigration system 
even more racist. 

The Home Off ice quiet ly 
published the new immigration 
rules last week ahead of Britain 
formally leaving the European 
Union (EU) at the end of December.

 The majority of the changes, 
which set up a “points-based immi-
gration system”, will come into 
force on 1 December.

New rules create an arbitrary 
division between “skilled workers” 
and those deemed “unskilled 
workers”, making it harder for 
migrants to make a life in Britain.

The skilled worker visa requires 
workers to be “sponsored to do 
a specific job, which meets skill 
and salary requirements, by an 
employer that has been licensed by 
the Home Office”. 

The income threshold has been 
set at £25,600 a year. 

There is an exception for those 
who earn £20,480 if they make 
up points under other catego-
ries—such as an occupation with 
shortages. 

After six years, they could apply 
to become British subjects. 

Meanwhile, workers on tempo-
rary six month visas would face a 
much harsher life while doing vital 
jobs such as farming. 

They wouldn’t be able to take a 
permanent job, work a second job, 
access public funds or bring family 
members to Britain. 

Regulations
The new regulations come into 
force as MPs were set to debate 
the Immigration Bill again on 
Wednesday of next week. 

The proposed law formally 
ends freedom of movement for 
EU migrants and British subjects 
between EU member states.

But the new regulations stem 
from a Tory law from the 1970s. It 
aimed to clamp down on immigra-
tion from Britain’s former colonies 
ahead of Britain joining the EU. 

The Immigration Act 1971 gave 
the home secretary powers to deter-
mine what hoops migrants have to 
jump through to live in Britain.

Accepting any division among 
working class people makes it 
easier for the Tories and bosses to 
push through attacks on all of us. 

Meanwhile, the Tories are also 
scapegoating refugees who are 
trying to make it across the English 
Channel to safety in Britain. 

Around 100 people protested 
under the slogan “Refugees wel-
come—say no to Priti Patel’s 
detention centres” in Tooting last 
Saturday. 

It was a joint initiative by 

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) and 
Extinction Rebellion (XR) groups. 

One protester said, “It was very 
moving to see the reception from 
the local community.

“Families came to their doors 
and windows, clapping, fists raised, 
and some joined us.”

Protesters marched through 
the streets and rallied on Tooting 
Common. 

Labour councillor Maurice 
Mcleod said, “It’s great to see XR 
and SUTR working together. 

“Greed and capitalism stoke 
racism and the climate emergency 
alike—coming together to support 
refugees makes so much sense.”

On other pages...
US election: an American Horror 
Story >>Pages 10&11

BACK STORY
New immigration rules will come 
into force on 1 December
lThey set up a points-based 
immigration system to create 
divisions between workers
lWorkers on temporary 
contracts will face a harsher life 
and stricter restrictions 
lRegulations mirror Tory 
measures from the 1970s aimed 
at limiting immigration
lAnti-racists must not let the 
Tories divide us

‘Unskilled workers’ in areas such as food production do essential work

LABOUR

 Leadership continues to show that  
 criticism of Israel will not be tolerated
by NICK CLARK

THE LABOUR Party leadership has 
told off MP Stephen Kinnock for 
making a speech criticising Israel, 
according to reports.

Shadow foreign secretary 
Lisa Nandy is said to have given 
Kinnock a “dressing down” for his 
speech in parliament earlier this 
year. 

It comes as the result of an 
investigation into Labour’s 
handling of antisemitism 
accusations—likely to further stifle 
criticism of Israel—is set to be 
published.

In a debate in parliament in 
September, Kinnock criticised 
Israel for building settlements on 
Palestinian land. He also called for 
a ban on products made in Israeli 
settlements, which he said were 
“tantamount to profiting from the 
proceeds of crime”.

The speech infuriated supporters 
of Israel, who claimed Kinnock had 
unfairly singled it out for criticism.

The Palestinian West Bank and 
East Jerusalem have been under 
Israeli military occupation since 

1967. Throughout the occupation 
Israel has built large town-like 
settlements for its citizens to live in.

Israel’s soldiers, checkpoints, 
closed military zones and 
Israeli-only roads surround the 
settlements and help to make life a 
misery for Palestinians.

Kinnock correctly pointed 
out that such settlements break 
international law and “cause 
violence on a daily basis.” He also 
described settlement building 
as “creeping annexation” of 
Palestinian land, and called 
for Britain to stop trading with 
settlement-based businesses.

He began his speech with a 
lengthy passage opposing violence 
on “both sides” and criticising 
other countries, in order to show 
“balance”.

If he’d made it at a meeting 
of the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign—backed by many trade 
unions and Labour MPs—it would 
have stood out for being mild.

Yet Nandy and Labour leader 
Keir Starmer were said to have 
been “infuriated” with the “tone” 
of Kinnock’s speech. They see 
clamping down on criticism 

of Israel as central to proving 
Labour is dealing with alleged 
antisemitism among party 
members.

Supporters of Israel have long 
argued that it is antisemitic to 
“single out” Israel for criticism, or 
to call Israel racist for excluding 
Palestinians. Such accusations 
were used to smear Jeremy Corbyn 
and his supporters during his 
leadership of the party.

A report by the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission into 
Labour’s handling of antisemitism 
accusations was rumoured to be 
set for publication this week.

Labour has had a copy of 
the report since June. Using a 
definition of antisemitism that 
severely limits criticism of Israel, 
it is expected to include an “action 
plan” for Labour to follow.

Labour has also banned party 
members from debating the 
definition.

As a right wing MP, Kinnock 
got off lightly. Starmer sacked left 
wing Labour MP Rebecca Long-
Bailey from his shadow cabinet in 
June after she shared an article 
with a passing criticism of Israel.

 Tories’ racist immigration rules  
 will punish migrant workers
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Pro-choice 
protesters 
march all 
over Poland
Agnieszka Szmit-Morze and  
Andy Zebrowski report from the 
movement to defend abortion rights

AN EXPLOSION of daily mass 
demonstrations for abortion 
rights has swept towns and cities 
across Poland.

People are outraged at a 
constitutional tribunal ruling that 
has banned abortions where there 
are severe foetal defects.

This means that women will now 
be forced to continue a pregnancy 
even if the foetus has half its skull 
missing and will die within hours 
after being born. Doctors face 
prison terms of up to three years if 
they defy the ban.

Outraged protesters call this 
obscene torture. At least 15,000 
marched in Warsaw, and around 
10,000 people in Poznan and 
Wroclaw last Friday.

Poland already has some of 
the most draconian anti-abortion 
laws in the world. Almost all legal 
abortions in Poland are currently 
 performed due to foetal defects. 

Last year of 1,100 legal abortions 
as many as 1,074 were performed 
for this reason—almost 98 percent 
of all terminations. 

Around 150,000-200,000 women 
a year are forced to go abroad or 
have illegal, expensive abortions. 

Yet protests in 2016 won a 
famous victory against plans for a 
harsher abortion law. Now thou-
sands of women and men are again 
taking to the streets.

The government has restricted 
demonstration numbers to ten 
people. But this is being completely 
ignored by protesters. 

Outrage
People are worried about the 
 pandemic, but the outrage is 
stronger. Organisers stress the need 
to wear masks and socially distance.

Poland’s constitutional tribunal is 
a joke stuffed with supporters of the 
governing ultra-conservative Law 
and Justice party (PiS).

It takes its orders from PiS leader 
Jaroslaw Kaczynski. 

He wants to show he can be as 
extreme on abortion, LGBT+ rights 
and racism as anybody else on the 
right, including fascists. He also 

continually needs to shore up the 
support of the reactionary Catholic 
church hierarchy. 

But around 80 percent of the 
population is opposed to a harsher 
abortion law. Even 58 percent of 
PiS voters are against the new 
measures.

The  a tmosphere  on  the 
demonstrations is one of passionate 
outrage and steely determination. 
More than once we have heard 
speakers and demonstrators yelling, 
“This is war!”

Women are so angry that in 
Warsaw they marched for miles 
to shout slogans outside the 
constitutional tribunal building, 
PiS headquarters and Kaczynski’s 
house. They also marched across the 
city to the prime minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki’s house last Friday.

Taxi drivers blocked the roads 
as part of the demonstration and 
ambulance workers joined in.

The government is scared. The 
police have not tried to clear the 
streets of protesters who are in 
breach of coronavirus regulations. 

But they have used tear gas on 
dozens of people.

Workplace action is being called 
for. These initiatives and greater 
numbers on the streets are key to 
overturning this ban and then going 
further to win abortion on demand.
Longer version online at 
bit.ly/pro-choice-poland

BACK STORY
Poland’s right wing government 
is backed by anti-abortion bigots
lA new law rules out abortion 
where there are severe foetal 
defects
lThis would ban most legal 
abortions in Poland
lAnd some anti-choice 
campaigners want to go further
lKaja Godek from the Stop 
Abortion campaign and the 
main spokesperson for harsher 
laws wants a ban on abortions 
performed following rape

PROTESTERS IN Poland defend access to abortion 

NIGERIA

Revolt against police brutality is a 
fight against poverty and injustice
AN HISTORIC mass movement 
against police brutality and to end 
bad governance has been sweeping 
across Nigeria for three weeks.

The government declared a 
24-hour curfew on Tuesday of last 
week. Then the hounds of these 
vagabonds in power moved in on 
the Lekki tollgate in Lagos.

Here thousands of people had 
peacefully gathered to demand 
an end to police brutality and bad 
governance.

Police first cut off all CCTV 
cameras and streetlights and then 
moved in shooting live bullets. 

They had no intention of just 
dispersing the crowd. They blocked 
the two main exits and started 
firing into the crowd of people

Protesters in Lagos set ablaze 
multiple buildings, including banks 
and police stations, on Wednesday 
of last week.

Across Nigeria, we have trooped 
out in our thousands demonstrating 
the power of mass action. We are 
fighting in the first instance the 
Special Anti Robbery Squad (Sars). 

This is an elite unit of the 
Nigerian police that is infamous for 
carrying out killings and torture. 

We say #EndSARS because we are 
tired and will no longer stand by 
watching police kill or brutalise us 
and our loved ones.

No killer policeman has been 
made to face justice. Not all 
arrested protesters have been 
released. And our social and 
economic conditions of poverty 
and insecurity remains the same.

The police everywhere are bodies 
of armed people constituted to 
enforce the rule of rich people’s law.

Killings
That is why police brutality and 
extra-judicial killings are rampant 
across the world, including in more 
developed economies. 

#EndSARS is our shorthand for 
an end to continued suffering from 
cradle to grave.

We cannot access quality 
healthcare without paying through 
our noses—that is if we have the 
money to pay. Our schools are 
in shambles. And after school 
it’s difficult to get work unless 
you come from a rich and well 
“connected” family.

The #EndSARS protest 
movement has no clearly-defined 

leaders. We all have a right to 
present our positions on the way 
forward.

We have no illusions that youths 
alone can change Nigeria.

We call on workers’ leaders to 
express their solidarity with the 
youth protest movement and join 
us at the barricades. 

The only explicit statements of 
support over the last few days have 
been from the two oil workers’ 
unions Nupeng and Pengassan.

The youths have always been 
the most militant fighters including 
in some of the most significant 
of the general strikes in the 21st 
century.

The unions cannot afford to be 
silent. History is being made.

The world is at a major 
crossroads. The youths and 
working people all over the world 
are rising to fight against police 
brutality, economic exploitation, 
and all forms of injustice.

Our struggle is part of this 
global rebellion.
Socialist Workers and Youth 
League
Longer version online at  
bit.ly/SW-NigeriaPolice
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The state 
drives up hate
I LIKED your response 
to the French 
state’s deepening of 
Islamophobia (Socialist 
Worker, 21 October).  

Having lived in 
France, I realised how 
many people there hate 
Muslims.

Some French Muslims 
have been driven towards 
fundamentalism by 
arrogance and stupidity.

Ross Hill
On Facebook

Fascism has a 
definition
PHILIP FOXE wrote last 
week to argue that we 
can call Boris Johnson 
a fascist (Letters, 21 
October). 

He said that as we 
have no definition of 
fascism we can call him 
one.

But fascism is a 
mass movement that 
aims to smash working 
class organisation and 
democratic rights.

Understanding the 
difference isn’t just about 
name-calling. It shapes 
how we organise to stop 
them.

Amber Nolan
Carlisle

How can we 
fight Tories?
YOU SAY the Tories are 
weak and we can stop 
them (Socialist Worker, 
21 October). But how?

Jim Woodcock
On Facebook

lHOW ABOUT with 
pitchforks and torches?

Aleksander Bucholski
 On Facebook

Labour will let 
Tories survive
ALEX Callinicos asked 
if Boris Johnson could 
survive Covid-19 and 
Brexit (Socialist Worker, 
21 October).

With the opposition 
he’s got, he can survive 
without a doubt. 

UrbanManc
On Twitter

Victory to 
Rolls workers
WELL DONE to Rolls-
Royce workers at 
Barnoldswick for voting 
to strike.

Workers in Britain are 
used and abused. Respect 
and admiration for those 
who make a stand.

Diane Thorpe
On Facebook

Just a 
thought...

Spare a thought for struggling Johnson
BORIS Johnson’s 
 government dug its heels 
in against giving children 
free school meals over the 
holidays.

That’s odd, because if 
you listen to the Tories, 
Boris Johnson claims to 
know all about struggling 
to feed his children.

Johnson has apparently 
been complaining that he 
can’t live on his prime 
minister’s salary of 
£150,402 a year. 

Tories—anonymously—
said this is because he’s 
got to pay to support his 
children.

One MP said Johnson 

was concerned about 
raising his children and 
sending his youngest son, 
Wilfred, to Eton, which 
costs £42,500 a year.

“Boris has at least six 
children, some young 
enough to need financial 
help,” the MP reportedly 
said.

My heart bleeds. Still, 
£150,000 a year must 
seem like a big pay cut to 
Johnson. After all, he was 
used to £23,000 a month 
for his newspaper column 
in the Telegraph. I don’t 
even earn that in a year.

And he’s set for a 
lucrative income once 

he’s eventually gone. 
Theresa May has 

already been paid more 
than £1 million for 
speeches after her 
resignation last year.

Hannah Daly
Penrith

Liverpool 
hit hardest
LIVERPOOL CITY region 
was thrust into the 
 spotlight after becoming 
the first region to be put 
under tier three Covid-19 
restrictions.

The rapidly rising 
coronavirus cases were 
predictable and 
preventable. Liverpool has 
been hit the hardest by 
neoliberal Tory cuts. Since 
2010 Liverpool City 
Council’s budget has been 
cut by £444 million. That’s 
64 percent of the council 
budget overall.

Even before the pandemic 
these draconian measures 
have had a catastrophic 
impact on our health. 

Infant mortality is 
significantly higher than 
the national rate. Over a 
quarter of families are 
living on low income. 

Liverpool is ranked 
second lowest for male life 
expectancy in the country. 
Respiratory disease 
mortality is the highest in 
the country. 

The Royal Liverpool 
hospital is literally 
crumbling. The 
replacement lies unfinished 
following the collapse of 
the government-appointed 
contractor Carillion. 

The mismanagement of 
the Covid-19 response by 
the Tories is simply a 
continuation of the last 
decade of putting profit 
before need. This story is 
replicated throughout 
Britain. 

As writer Robert 
Tressell—buried in 
Liverpool—said, “Every man 
who is not helping to bring 
about a better future is 
helping to perpetuate  the 
present misery  and is, 
therefore  the enemy of his 
own children.”

John Carr
Liverpool

Reasons to support a 
better welfare system
HERE ARE some bullet 
points to make the case for 
a more generous welfare 
system.

Number one—there are 
not enough jobs for 
everyone, we will never 
achieve 100 percent 
employment. 

Number two—if you give 
unemployed people more 
money, they will spend it. 
This creates jobs, meaning 
less claimants. It subsidises 
the economy. 

Number three—poverty 
is the number one cause of 
crime, saving money. 

Economic pressures force 
people to work. Welfare is 
not enough, it’s a very poor 
quality of life. 

Certain types of job 
generate wealth, useful 
products or services which 
improve quality of life. 
There is quite a lot of work 
with a value of zero. 

With modern technology, 
life should be easy. We 
need progressive reform, 
paid for by a modest 
increase in tax for those 
who can afford it.

Adam Rogerson
Bristol

Burnham is leading a fight, 
and we should support him
ANDY BURNHAM was the 
architect of Labour’s PFI policy 
under Gordon Brown that pushed 
privatisation in the NHS.

He is a career politician who 
wanted to be the leader of the 
Labour Party and may well be 
posturing.

But the starting point in the 
article on Burnham last week 
(Socialist Worker 21 October) is 
misdirected. 

Burnham says that he wants to 
protect the livelihoods of some of 
the worst paid workers in 
Manchester. Socialist Worker and 
People Before Profit share this 
position. 

People we work with and know 
in Wigan and Salford believe 

strongly that Andy Burnham is 
standing up for them. 

When they look around they 
don’t see at the moment the 
unions or anybody else taking on 
this role.

We believe that Socialist 
Worker should have started by 
backing Burnham’s position more 
forcefully and then warning us 
about the role Labour and its 
politicians play. 

As a Wigan MP, Burnham 
played an important role in the 
Unite Against Fascism campaign 
to kick Nick Griffin out of the 
European Parliament. 

But we didn’t start our 
campaign by pointing out his 
treachery. Wigan’s current MP 

Lisa Nandy is even more 
opportunistic than Burnham. She 
actively conspired against Jeremy 
Corbyn. 

But she has supported every 
strike in Wigan since she was 
elected. We work with Nandy in 
relation to building support for 
the strikes. That’s our starting 
point 

Socialist Worker is right that 
we should have no illusions in the 
Labour Party politicians such as 
Burnham. 

But the position in Socialist 
Worker makes it more difficult to 
build our wider meetings and 
activities.

Dave Lowe, Malcolm Jones
Greater Manchester
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As people brace themselves for the 
latest election night episode of the 
American horror story, we all hope 
for Trump’s exorcism from the White 
House. But, argues Sophie Squire, 
the real alternative lies with the 
mass movements, not Joe Biden, the 
Democrats and the neoliberal centre  

A
FTER FIVE years of 
horror, Donald Trump 
is facing a huge crisis 
ahead of the US presi-
dential election next 
week.

The toll from the pandemic, grow-
ing queues outside unemployment 
offices and food banks and the Black 
Lives Matter (BLM) revolt against 
police racism and violence have 
spelled trouble for Trump. 

His disastrous handling of 
 coronavirus has caused the deaths of 
more than 220,000 people across the 
US—and made worse deep-seated 
inequalities in US society. It’s the poor 
and black people who are bearing the 
brunt, with black Americans dying at 
three times the rate of white people. 

At the same time unemployment 
is soaring. 

As Trump battles for re-election, he 
continues to inspire the far right and 
racists in the US and globally. 

Most recently, he told a Nazi gang 
known as the Proud Boys to “stand 
back and stand by” ahead of voting. 
And they are far from the only fascist 
group he’s boosted. 

In a recent TV interview, he also 
gave tacit support to the QAnon con-
spiracy theory, a favourite mobilising 
tool of antisemites and racists. 

Murdered
When a fascist murdered protester 
Heather Heyer in Charlottesville in 
2017, Trump said there were “very 
fine people” on both sides.

Right wingers feed off Trump’s 
regime of deportations, intern-
ment camps and the constant racist 
 scapegoating of migrants. 

A recent report by the ACLU civil 
rights group revealed lawyers are 
still struggling to find the parents of 
545 migrant children affected by the 
forced separation policy. 

Trump has repeatedly refused to 
say he will accept the result of the 
election if he loses. 

He has brushed aside plots by far 
right groups to kidnap and even kill 
two sitting governors in Michigan and 
Virginia. 

Some people present Trump as an 
“aberration” or even an “existential 

threat” to the US. In reality, Trump is 
just the latest episode in the American 
horror story. His election win in 2016 
was a symptom of a US society in 
deep crisis. 

The “American Dream” of  capitalism 
bringing “liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness” was always an illusion and 
a lie for tens of millions of working 
class, poor and black people. But that 
dream had progressively turned into a 
nightmare in recent decades.

When Trump entered the White 
House, for instance, average real 
hourly wages were no higher than 
they had been in 1972.

Despair
In the despair and disillusionment 
with the failed neoliberal centre, bil-
lionaire Trump successfully posed 
as “anti-establishment” and an “out-
sider” who would shake up elites in 
Washington. 

The right deflected many people’s 
anger onto migrants and minorities, 
and cynically used “culture war” 
issues such as abortion rights and 
LGBT+ rights to cut across class. 

That was hardly a difficult task 
when he faced Democrat Hillary 
Clinton, a lackey of Wall Street and 
big business and a leading warmon-
ger. This time the Democratic party 

machine has, once again, made sure 
to pick one of their own to challenge 
Trump. For Michael Brown, co-
founder of the BLM branch in Long 
Beach, California, there’s “very little 
talk about broad policies that will 
help working class people.” 

“Most talk revolves around Biden 
being a ‘return to civility’ and ‘having 
a grown up in the White House’,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 

J
OE BIDEN has a cer-
tain sheen compared to 
Clinton because he was 
Barack Obama’s vice 
president. 

But Biden is the candi-
date of big business, the Pentagon, 
the CIA and the other murderers at 
the heart of the US state. And, despite 
representing hope for millions of 
ordinary people, Obama’s neoliberal 
administration continued imperial-
ist murder abroad and deportations 
at home. 

Biden’s campaign has raked in 
almost $200 million dollars from 
donors that gave at least $100,000. 
This is twice as much as Trump 
raised—and comes from the rich and 
corporations. 

Even in the midst of a pandemic, 
he refuses to back universal health 

care and takes donations from the 
private health and pharmaceuticals 
industries.

Biden has had to make a nod to the 
BLM movement by picking Kamala 
Harris as his running mate. 

But law and order rhetoric has 
always been a hallmark of his poli-
tics. In 1994 he wrote the Violent 
Crime Control and Law Enforcement 
Act which put 100,000 cops onto the 
streets and channelled money into 
the prisons complex.

And when BLM erupted this year, 
he recommended cops be trained to 
shoot people in the legs. 

Millions of working class people 
will vote Democrat despite them 
being a bosses’ party. But they will 
do so with little enthusiasm for the 
candidate.  

A recent poll showed that a  majority 
of Biden voters—56 percent—support 
him because he’s “not Trump”. 

There is a huge danger the 
 movements and workers’ resistance 
that sprung up under Trump will be 
corralled behind Biden. The slogan 
“settle for Biden”, for example, is a 
massively popular one on social media 
and has now become a campaign.

Michael Brown described how in 
Los Angeles unions are focusing their 
efforts on getting out the Democratic 

party at a time when a working class 
fightback is vital. “The LA County 
Federation of Labor, every four years, 
sidelines nearly all labour activity to 
canvassing and phone-banking for 
Democrats,” he said. 

“As a result, there’s not much room 
for labour activity outside of narrow 
electoral politics.”

We’ve been here before. In the 
1960s US revolutionary socialist Hal 
Draper asked, “Who’s going to be the 
lesser-evil in 1968?”. 

He was writing in the aftermath 
of the last US presidential election, 
which saw racist Republican Barry 
Goldwater stand against Democrat 
Lyndon B Johnson.

Assassination
Johnson, who had taken over as presi-
dent after John F Kennedy’s assassina-
tion, continued his policy of qualified 
support for the Civil Rights movement.

The Democrats wanted to bring 
black people into the party’s voting 
coalition, but contain the movement’s 
radicalism. 

Segregationist Goldwater ran on a 
platform opposing Civil Rights 

Johnson had continued another 
Kennedy policy—pouring troops into 
Vietnam to crush a national liberation 
movement. Sections of the left and 

the anti-war movement argued that a 
vote for Johnson was the right choice 
over Goldwater. As soon as Johnson 
became president, he sent thousands 
of troops to Vietnam. 

A
FTERWARDS, Draper 
asked, “So who was 
really the Lesser Evil 
in 1964?”.

T h e  a r g u m e n t 
against lining up behind 

a lesser evil isn’t that there aren’t any 
differences between the Democrats 
and Republicans. Draper explained, 
“What the classic case teaches is not 
that the Lesser Evil is the same as the 
Greater Evil. 

“This is just as nonsensical as the 
liberals argue it to be.” 

Rather the lesson is that “you can’t 
fight the victory of the rightmost 
forces by sacrificing your own inde-
pendent strength” to those who sup-
port the present system.

Scott, a contributor to the Green 
and Red podcast and part of the 
Occupy movement, experienced that 
process in the late 2000s. 

“There was a big movement against 
Bush and his drive to war in 2009 
and really Obama demobilised that 
and then sold us out to Wall Street,” 
he told Socialist Worker. With the 

left and social movements corralled 
behind the Democratic party, it actu-
ally strengthens the right. 

“With the liberal labour votes in a 
pocket,” Draper continued, “politics 
in this country had to move steadily 
right-right-right-until even a Lyndon 
Johnson could look like a Lesser Evil. 

“This is essentially why—even 
when there really is a Lesser Evil—
making the Lesser Evil choice 
 undercuts any possibility of really 
fighting the right.

“In setups where the choice is 
between one capitalist politician and 
another, the defeat comes in  accepting 
the limitation to this choice.”

Biden offers no solution to the 
rot that produced Trump. Hope lies 
in struggles outside the Democrats, 
breaking from the two parties that 
represent the rotten system and fight-
ing for genuine change. 

Michael added, “Neither the 
Democrats nor the Republicans are 
our friends. 

“Socialists ought to be playing a 
role in helping to further the existing 
social movements in the streets.

“We should continue implanting 
ourselves within the unions, and rais-
ing class politics, including the need 
for workers to have our own inde-
pendent party.”

The Democratic 
machine has made 
sure to pick one of 
their own to 
challenge Trump

‘‘ 

Black Lives Matter activist Michael Brown

Hal Draper—don’t fall in with Democrats

Socialist Worker  28 October 2020Socialist Worker  28 October 2020

Build on the movements and 
the resistance—whoever wins

THE FRONT line of the fightback

 PROTESTS HAVE been 
a constant feature in 
Donald’s Trump’s US 
from day one. 

His presidency began with 
the three to five million 
people who took part in the 
Women’s Marches and those 
who protested and struck 
against the ban on Muslims 
entering the country. 

Then came a wave 
of teachers’ strike over 
the next few years. 

In 2018 West Virginia 
striker, Virginia, told Socialist 
Worker how it felt they had 
“started a revolution”. 

“Now Oklahoma has 
followed suit, as have parts 
of New Jersey,” she said as 
the workers’ action spread. 

This year has also seen 
thousands of strikes. Many 
of these have been wildcat 
actions in response to unsafe 

workplaces due to Covid-
19. Some 1,100 wildcat 
strikes have occurred since 
March according to Payday 
Report—which tracks 
workers’ struggle in the US. 

And efforts were made 
to link workers’ struggle to 
the BLM movement with the 
strike for black lives in June. 

From even the smallest 
towns, people were taking 
part in some kind of action to 
say that black lives matter. 

This revolt will have only 
opened up conversations 
about the system. 

Albert Lee a member of the 
Socialists of Colour group in 
Portland told Socialist Worker 
how the mood had changed. 

“When I and other socialists 
talked about police abolition 
or prison abolition, we were 
treated like those ideas were 
too radical,” he said in August. 

“But now that isn’t the 
case, these ideas are seen 
as common sense.”

It’s these struggles, not 
Biden and the Democrats, 
that are crucial. Robert 
of the Green and Red 
environmental podcast told 
Socialist Worker, “Trump 
has to go no matter what. 

“But I don’t think 
people who are part of 
the struggle will relent. 

“They aren’t going 
to suddenly get behind 
Biden, they are just 
going to keep going. 

“Some of those on the 
left are calling for a vote for 
Biden, a vote for The Green 
Party or for people to not vote 
at all. It can get really nasty. 

“But really at the 
root of this, there is this 
obsession with elections 
rather than movements.”

Amazon workers on wildcat strike earlier this year



WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
ONLINE MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to 
discuss political issues 
and local interventions. 
All welcome.
BIRMINGHAM
Toussaint L’Ouverture and 
the overthrow of slavery
Wed 28 Oct, 7pm
281-634-5938
BRADFORD
Imperialism and the 
war in Yemen
Thu 5 Nov, 7pm 
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Why the Tories love exams—is 
another education possible? 
Thu 5 Nov, 6.30pm 
818-1857-1448

BRISTOL
Marxism and mental distress 
in a time of pandemics
Thu 5 Nov, 7.30pm
688-397-3148
BURNLEY & PENDLE
Who is to blame for obesity?
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm
446-409-5118
CAMBRIDGE
Covid and the economic 
crisis—how can we 
make the rich pay?
Thu 5 Nov, 
7.30pm
681-800-4408
CREWE AND STOKE-ON-TRENT
Capitalism and the 
politics of food
Thu 5th Nov, 7.30pm
861-4394-0431

DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
Greece and Golden Dawn—
how the Nazis got crushed
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708
EAST MIDLANDS
What is institutional racism?
Wed 4 Nov, 7pm
354-874-4790
EDINBURGH
Covid and the economic 
crisis—how can we 
make the rich pay?
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm
431-459-112
HARLOW
Anger to revolution—what 
makes people rise up?
Thu 5 Nov, 
7.30pm
832-8746-7480

KENT
Why abortion rights matter
Thu 5 Nov, 
8.15pm
434-623-8064
LEEDS
Marxism and anarchism
Thu 5 Nov, 
7pm
935-5290-8076
LONDON: HACKNEY
Harriet Tubman—the 
slave liberator
Thu 5 Nov, 
7.30pm
798-534-2585
LONDON: HARINGEY
The Russian Revolution—
when workers won control
Wed 4 Nov, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: NEWHAM
Why we need a million 
climate jobs now
Wed 4 Nov, 
7.30pm
288-098-8827
LONDON: SOUTH
The coming economic crisis 
—can we make the rich pay?
Wed 4 Nov, 
7pm
497-196-1801

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Anger to revolution—what 
makes people rise up?
Thu 5 Nov, 7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond?
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON:  WALTHAM FOREST
What do we mean by class?
Wed 4 Nov, 7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Uprising in Belarus—
can workers win?
Thu 5 Nov, 6pm
464-857-8247
MANCHESTER
Is there a North/
South divide?
Wed 4 Nov, 
7.15pm
323-178-7151
NORWICH
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond?
Wed 4 Nov, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299

PLYMOUTH
Anger to revolution—what 
makes people rise up?
Thu 12 Nov, 
7pm
854-8166-0713
PORTSMOUTH
Chile  from the coup in 
1973 to resistance now
Wed 4 Nov, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809
SWANSEA & WEST WALES
No more  ‘business as 
usual’—what kind of health 
service do we need?
Thu 5 Nov, 
7pm
902-964-963
WOLVERHAMPTON & WALSALL
Anger to revolution—what 
makes people rise up?
Wed 4 Nov, 
7.30pm
913 6646 7067
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Abortion right are 
human rights
Wed 4 Nov, 
7.30pm
827-489-7492

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS 

OXFORD
Oxfordshire launch of 
Emergency programme for 
Jobs, Services and Safety
Thu 5 Nov, 
7pm
815-4317-7218
BRISTOL
Bristol launch of Emergency 
programme for Jobs, 
Services and Safety
Thu 12 Nov,
7pm
bit.ly/BristolPBP

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for 
your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

BOLTON & WIGAN 
Thu 5 Nov, 
6.30pm
872-5136-9540

CHESTERFIELD 
Thu 5 Nov, 
6.30pm
829-532-8731

GLASGOW 
Thu 5 Nov, 
6.30pm
851 5254 7239

HUDDERSFIELD
Thu 5 Nov, 7pm
290--168-1804

LONDON—ISLINGTON
Thu 5 Nov, 7pm
874-012-7970

SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Thu 5 Nov, 7pm
528-174-9278

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 4 Nov, 
7.30pm
381-513-5080

Crisis and polarisation

Where next after the 
election in the US?

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to 
Engels by Camilla Royle 
£4

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege explain 
racism? by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad 
and Weyman Bennett, £3

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquires@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ
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Biography is a weak effort to 
show Johnson’s ‘greatness’
Journalist Tom Bower’s last biography was a hatchet job on Jeremy Corbyn. 
His latest book fawns over Boris Johnson. John Newsinger suffered through it
IN 2019, Tom Bower published his 
hatchet-job biography of Jeremy 
Corbyn. It was serialised in the 
Daily Mail newspaper which is, of 
course, a clue as to its politics. 

The book was a contemptible dis-
grace, intended to help the Tories to 
victory, and presumably played some 
small part in that outcome. 

It also saw the Mail having to 
pay out substantial damages to the 
Palestinian Return Centre.

Now Bower has published a biog-
raphy of Boris Johnson. It certainly 
has a lot to say about Johnson’s rela-
tions with women, his habitual lying 
and his many gaffes. 

But reviewers in the mainstream 
press have had difficulty squaring 
this with the book’s politics. 

Bower’s reputation as an investi-
gative journalist hides from them the 
fact that his book is in fact a celebra-
tion of Johnson. 

Bower sees Johnson as someone 
who’s flawed—this is blamed on his 
wife-beating father—but is neverthe-
less a hero with a vision for Britain.

Toff
Let us start with what got this wholly 
self-obsessed toff involved in politics. 

According to Bower it was during 
the three months he spent working 
on a local paper in Wolverhampton 
as a trainee in 1987.

Here he came to the conclu-
sion that the working class were 
oppressed and held down by the ben-
efits system and dependency for the 
benefit of Labour councils. 

As Bower puts it they “lacked ambi-
tion and relied on benefits”. It was 
Margaret Thatcher’s “destruction of 
this poisonous welfarism” that made 
her Johnson’s hero. He was won over 

to Thatcherism by the plight of the 
working class under Labour councils 
and by how Thatcher was rescuing 
them. Really! Mainstream reviewers 
have not given Bower enough credit 
for his sheer stupidity.

Of course, Johnson has given 
more than one account of his politi-
cal awakening. 

Another is that it was someone 
asking him to contribute to a collec-
tion for the miners’ strike in 1985 
that roused his Thatcherite fury. Over 
time he will certainly invent other 
such moments. 

What of Johnson’s time as Mayor 
of London?

Bower says Johnson only got the 
Tory nomination because the then 
editor of the Evening Standard, 
Veronica Madely argued that only a 
celebrity could beat Ken Livingstone. 

By an amazing coincidence, she 
just happens to be Bower’s wife. 

She went on to become one of 
Johnson’s senior advisers when he 
was mayor and somewhat predictably 

got a peerage this September.
Johnson was a great success as 

mayor, according to Bower, helping 
to lift millions out of poverty. 

The lack of monuments—such 
as a garden bridge—celebrating his 
achievements is unfortunate. 

Dramatic
Surely the Grenfell Tower fire will 
come to be seen as his monument, 
symbolising the dramatic increase in 
inequality during his time in office. 

But how does Bower cover the 
fire? It was all the fault of “incompe-
tent firefighters”. 

It was then exploited by the BBC 
and Channel 4 who portrayed it 
as a “capitalist conspiracy against 
 downtrodden workers”. This really 
is what Bower says.

Bower only just avoids using the 
phrase “fake news”. 

But the overall picture he paints 
is one where all of Johnson’s 
 achievements are buried by his 
enemies disgracefully exaggerating 

his flaws. His enemies on the left, 
whether it is “malignant” Marxists 
such as trade unionists or Polly 
Toynbee have all done their best to 
sabotage and diminish him. But the 
people have seen through their lies…

Inevitably Bower acquits Johnson 
of being a racist. 

Bower once again displays quite 
remarkable stupidity. 

He’s apparently unable to see that 
Johnson is quite prepared to exploit 
racism for his political advantage.

But what of the future under prime 
minister Johnson? 

Will, as Bower hopes, this “intel-
ligent patriot” be able to deliver on 
his vision of a “prosperous united 
society”? 

What rubbish. A more realistic 
assessment sees a corrupt govern-
ment, characterised by historic levels 
of ideologically-driven incompetence, 
causing poverty and hardship and 
costing tens of thousands of lives.
Boris Johnson: The Gambler by Tom 
Bower is out now

BORIS JOHNSON will be pleased with Tom Bower for his biography

Cashing in on Johnson’s life

TELEVISION
LA REVOLUTION
Available now on Netflix

FROM THE beginning La 
Revolution seems to touch 
on the upheaval that led 
to one of the most famous 
uprisings in history. But it’s 
trying too hard to be too 
many things. 

La Revolution is a 
historical drama, horror, 
fantasy and mystery all at 
once. The series follows 
Joseph—a young doctor-
turned-detective—who 
investigates murders. 

This leads him to the 
discovery of a “blue blood” 
virus, causing erratic 
behaviour among France’s 
aristocracy. 

The most confusing 
element is the introduction 
of Madeleine, the narrator. 
While the opening scenes 
suggest that La Revolution 
is her story, she barely 
features in the main plot. 

Instead, we are told the 
story of a doctor who must 
try and find justice for a 
slave accused of murder. 

At the same time, we are 
told the story of Elise, a 

countess who is haunted by 
her conscience. 

At times the plot seems 
to skip a few steps—leaving 
questions about how 
major relationships are 
developed. And the first 
episode introduces so many 
characters that it’s hard to 
keep up. 

The premise is 
interesting—“a re-
imagining” of the French 
Revolution. But in doing so, 
little of what the revolution 
was actually about remains. 
Instead this series focuses 
more on magical realism 
and gratuitous sexual 
violence to tell a story.

The acting and 
cinematography is 
impressive. There is 
enough intrigue to keep the 
viewer hooked.

La Revolution is 
entertaining enough. But 
it is difficult to see how all 
of the elements can come 
together coherently.

If you are looking for a 
semi-decent fantasy to keep 
you entertained through 
another lockdown, then 
give La Revolution a go. But 
if you want something more 
serious, look elsewhere.
Gabby Thorpe

La Revolution promises rebellion
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F
ORTY years ago 
this  month a 
workers’ occupa-
tion of Gardner’s 
factory in Eccles, 
Salford, showed 

it’s possible to stop mass 
redundancies. 

It  saw hundreds of 
workers take over their 
workplace when bosses 
announced plans to slash 
500 jobs in 1980.

It was a time when 
unemployment was soar-
ing. Thousands of jobs were 
going every day. 

Many workers were des-
perate to see a fightback 
against Margaret Thatcher’s 
Tory government elected the 
previous year.

Gardner ’ s  became a 
beacon of resistance. 

As the occupation began, 
the personnel manager mut-
tered, “You’ll never get away 
with this’. But after six weeks, 
the workers’ action forced 
bosses to retreat. 

Strikers stood on picket 
lines inside, rather than out-
side the factory gates as usual. 
Committees, which were open 
to any worker, ran the can-
teen, the picket roster and the 
entertainment. 

Senior union stewards 
made provision for the 
 hardship fund while safety 
reps continued to check con-
ditions in the factory. 

Gardner manufactured what 
was known as the “Rolls Royce” 
of diesel engines. The giant 
Hawker Siddeley aero manu-
facturing group bought the 
family firm in 1977 and started 
to attack the workforce. 

When bosses announced 
the 590 redundancies, it was a 
shock but no surprise.

Gardner’s 2,500-strong 
workforce had known poor pay 
and conditions in the past. 

Loca l  teachers  would 
threaten pupils, “If you don’t 
buck up, you’ll end up at 
Gardner’s.”

T
HIS BEGAN to 
change with a suc-
cessful 13-week 
occupation over 
pay in 1973.  

A f t e r w a r d s 
workers adopted a tradition 
of holding factory floor collec-
tions whenever a striker from 
another dispute came on a soli-
darity visit.

Socialist politics became part 
of factory life. Tommy Macafee, 
a left winger who was willing 
to take on the company, was 
elected union convenor. 

The senior shop steward, 
Mick Brightman, was well 
known as a Socialist Workers 
Party (SWP) member. Other 
stewards were also members. 

Union stewards leafleted 
the workforce for the Anti Nazi 
League (ANL) and Rock Against 
Racism Carnival in April 1978. 

A mass meeting called over 
the redundancies overwhelm-
ingly to go into dispute and 
strike if necessary. 

Union steward Kevin Coen 
remembers that his section, 

and a few other well organised 
ones, decided to strike anyway 
should a mass meeting accept 
redundancies. 

Mick Brightman says today, 
“Everyone has the right to work 
and, therefore, the right to fight 
for his or her job. 

“Nobody has the right to vote 
to send another worker down 
the road.” 

The occupation began the 
next day after workers had col-
lected their wages. Occupations 
are a powerful form of resistance 

to the bosses and can become a 
focal point for masses of people 
to get involved.

Under capitalism working 
class people are told that they’re 
too stupid to have a say. But an 
occupation gives a glimpse of 
workers’ control of production.

Workers take over the assets 
and stop bosses moving equip-
ment or closing down the 
building.

Gardner’s management was 
told the workers were now “the 
custodians of the factory”. “We 

believe it is our factory anyway, 
and we have elected to become 
custodians of it,” said one 
steward. 

Another worker said, “It’s our 
factory now, we’re in control—
we decide what happens.”

And in occupations and 
strikes, workers begin to organ-
ise themselves democratically.

Every day as many as ten 
delegations, mostly of young 
workers, toured workplaces 
around Britain. Strikers were 
even invited to other countries 
in Europe. 

Speakers often got standing 
ovations and raised £77,000—
more than £300,000 in today’s 
money—over the next six weeks.   

Glasgow socialist Dave 
Sherry, then a leading trade 
unionist, remembers six strik-
ers coming to the city. Three 
teams of two strikers, plus one 
or two local SWP members, 
covered 50 workplaces in three 
days, with the strikers growing 
in confidence with every visit.

C
ollections took 
place in many 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
plants and ship-
y a r d s ,  l o c a l 
government and 

civil service  workplaces, 
s c h o o l s  a n d  s m a l l e r 
workplaces.

The delegations were so 
successful that the Engineering 
Employers Federation warned 
its members about them. 

Two of the delegations went 
to the headquarters of the 
workers’ union—now Unite—
in London. Officials agreed to 
give official support and strike 
pay in record time after a threat 
to occupy the union offices. 

A key moment came when 
one striker discovered the 
company’s addressograph, a 
machine for printing addresses 
on envelopes. They used it 
to inform every Gardner’s 
worker—including those who 
weren’t actively involved in the 
occupation—about the near-
unprecedented support the 
strike was getting.

After five weeks the com-
pany entered talks with union 
officials. 

Hawker Siddeley withdrew 
the redundancy notices and met 
other demands. At last, there was 
a real victory in a big company. 

The lesson was not lost. 
Many employers now thought 
twice about redundancies. And 
many workers were inspired 
to resist, notably at Laurence 
Scott motors factory in nearby 
Openshaw a few months later. 

The Gardner dispute stood 
out against the general trend 
with the dole queues getting 
longer. It showed that people 
could act for themselves.  

Today, that lesson is as true 
as ever—resistance requires 
combining socialist politics with 
organising on the shop floor, in 
the union, among workers’ fam-
ilies and in the working class. 

An online Zoom event celebrating 
the 40th anniversary of the 
occupation is being held on 
Saturday 28 Nov at 2pm.  
Go to bit.ly/Gardneroccupation40

READ MORE
 

In 1980, as job losses soared, workers at the Gardner plant in 
Manchester fought redundancies by taking over their factory. 
Geoff Brown tells the story. Pictures by John Sturrock

Sharing pie and 
chips as occupying 
Gardner workers 
sleep next to their 
machines 

It’s our factory 
now, we’re in 
control and we 
decide what 
happens

‘‘ 
Mick Brightman

‘Instead of losing our jobs we 
could be making wind turbines’

Women workers were part of the Gardner action

 A 
N ATTACK on jobs is 
taking place now at 
Rolls-Royce plants 
across Britain.

Workers at the 
Barnoldswick site 
in Lancashire have 
recently voted for strikes 
against an immediate 
threat to 350 jobs.

It shows that workers 
can be won to resistance, 
despite the pandemic 
and the “common sense” 
that jobs have to go.

Elsewhere, Alan is one 
of the workers facing the 
threat of redundancy at the 
Rolls-Royce plant in Derby.

But so far there hasn’t 
been official resistance. 

“When I enquired if 
there will be a ballot 
for strikes, I was told, 
not now because of the 
‘requirements of business’,” 
he told Socialist Worker.

Temporary
In April, the union 
accepted a “temporary” 
10 percent pay cut. 

Bosses now say they 
want to slash around 3,000 
jobs across Rolls-Royce’s 
British plants, including 
1,700 jobs in Derby. 

Alan explained that, 
ahead of the redundancies, 
“the union is negotiating a 
redundancy package that 
could see someone with 
ten years’ service get only 

£15,000 instead of £35,000”. 
But the danger is 

that unless there is a 
fight from below that 
it will be accepted. 

Too many union leaders 
push the idea that what’s 
good for the company 
is good for workers.

And that drains the 
confidence to oppose 
the bosses’ plans. 

There is an alternative 
to accepting the logic of 
making workers pay.

Workers at Rolls-Royce 
have skills that could be used, 
for instance, to meet the 
challenge of climate change. 

Alan says, “Rolls-Royce 
should have diversified 
away from aero engines 
and towards energy, where 
you have a lot of potential. 

“We could make things 
like wind turbines or power 
generators—anything 
along those lines.”

Whole industries—such 
as aviation, car production 
and engineering—could 
be repurposed without 
loss of pay or jobs. 

But winning that will 
take strikes, occupations 
and protests. 

It will also take a 
political argument 
based on the idea of an 
economy meeting social 
need, not accumulating 
profits for a minority.
Alan is a pseudonym

lOccupy! A short history 
of workers’ occupations
Dave Sherry, £6.99

lOrganising for 
occupation—1980 interview 
with Mick Brightman
bit.ly/1980Brightman

lIn the thick of workers’ 
struggle
Tony Cliff, £14.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

WORKERS TOOK over the factory—and the machinery and valuable products 

OCCUPY—A 
JOBS FIGHT 
THAT WON

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

The shock figures that show 
we’re choking to death  

Sarah Bates argues 
that the Tories’ 
inaction to prevent 
climate chaos is a 
major reason why 
air pollution rates in 
London are so high

LONDONERS ARE paying 
the heaviest health 
price in Europe for toxic 
levels of air pollution. 

But instead of taking 
meaningful action, the 
government is slashing 
funding and leaving green 
transport up to decisions 
made at a local council level. 

The situation is dire 
for the 8.9 million people 
that live in the capital. 

A new study has 
highlighted the 
damaging effects of air 
pollution from roads. 

Researchers from 
consultancy firm CE Delft 
measured how pollution 
spewed out—particulate 
matter, ozone and nitrogen 
dioxide—was impacting 
people across 30 countries. 

It’s worked out by 
measuring premature death, 
hospital treatment, lost 
working days and other 
health factors caused by 
road-produced air pollution. 

Cost
They found that London 
suffered the highest “social 
cost” of £10.32 billion a year. 

This is almost double 
the level of Bucharest, 
the next highest. 

And the British government 
is moving too slowly despite 
the devastating results 
and its pledge to act on 
the climate emergency.

For instance, it’s vowed 
to ban the sale of diesel 
and petrol cars by 2035.

But they are set to be 
replaced by electric cars that 
still emit some pollution. 

The Covid-19 pandemic 
has provided a fresh 
opportunity to look at how 
people move around cities. 

Some 900 new walking 
and cycling schemes 
have been implemented 
since March this year.

In April, the Scottish 
government said it would 
spend £10 million to 

create temporary walking 
and cycling routes. And 
in Manchester, parts 
of the city centre have 
been pedestrianised. 

“The pandemic has brought 
this ongoing discussion into 
sharp focus and created 
an urgency to accelerate 
change in the way we 
move around and live,” 
said Daisy Narayanan from 
travel charity Sustrans. 

Just weeks after the first 
lockdown was announced, 
huge swathes of central 
London’s roads were 
fitted with new signage 
and bollards to make 
temporary cycle lanes. 

But patchwork 
implementation of new 
cycle lanes is not enough. 

They can funnel traffic 
onto already congested 
main arteries and divert 
cars from leafy rich areas 
to built-up, poorer ones. 

And slow supply chains 
since the spring mean many 
people can’t get a new bike, 
or the parts to fix an old one. 

The missing piece in the 
puzzle is a sustainable, publicly 
funded transport system.

Bosses at Transport 
for London (TfL), which 

runs services in the 
capital, are warning that 
they are teetering on the 
edge of bankruptcy. 

Mayor of London Sadiq 
Khan said TfL would 
need £4.9 billion over the 
next 18 months just to 
keep services running. 

The Tory government 
should be handing over cash 
to keep as many buses and 
trains going. Not only would 
this limit air pollution, but 
also the risk of infection 
during the pandemic.

Instead, transport secretary 
Grant Shapps has said the 
central government will 
take over TfL unless Khan 
agrees to new measures. 

Pushing
Shapps is pushing the mayor 
to accept further council tax 
rises, a larger congestion 
charge zone, further 
removal of concessionsary 
fares for under-18s and 
over 60-s, and fare hikes, 
in return for a bailout. 

TfL under the Tories’ rule 
is likely to mean privatisation, 
attacks on working conditions 
and poorer services. 

This is set to make 
ordinary people pay for the 
coronavirus crisis. It places 
people directly in harm’s way 
by making it more dangerous 
to take a tube and more 
expensive to own a car. 

The Tories’ moves show 
they are determined to ignore 
the climate emergency—
and the health, financial 
and social cost will be 
borne by ordinary people.
Join the online global gathering 
for climate justice, organised 
by the Cop 26 Coalition 12-16 
November, bit.ly/CounterCop

THE CAPITAL’S air pollution from roads has high costs

The missing 
piece is  
sustainable, 
publicly funded 
transport

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
CLIMATE
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by YURI PRASAD

BRITISH RULERS of Nigeria 
had hoped that Funmilayo 
Ransome-Kuti could be an 
emblem of their “benevolent 
imperialism”. 

Instead she numbered 
among their most feared 
opponents—and was popu-
larly known as the “Lioness 
of Lisabi”.

As the daughter of a 
wealthy chief, she had been 
packed off to finishing school 
in Cheshire in 1919. 

It was expected that she’d 
return home and take a place 
among the native elite.

At school she was taught 
“British values”, alongside the 
“crucial’ skills” of elocution 
and domestic management.

But once back on Nigerian 
soil she turned her back on 
those values and instead 
 battled for the rights of 
women and workers. 

In the 1940s, she trans-
fo rmed  the  Abeokuta 
Women’s Union from a group 
focused on charity work into 
a political campaign.

The union’s first big fight 
was over a tax levied by the 

British and local rulers upon 
women market traders. 

They started with petitions 
but soon moved to demon-
strations outside the palace 
of Alake Ademola, who ran 
a province on the empire’s 
terms. 

The police then banned 
protests. But Ransome-Kuti 
organised what she called 

a “picnic” at the palace that 
drew more than 10,000 
women. 

When police attacked with 
tear gas, she trained her sup-
porters in how to deal with 
the canisters.

Finally, the government 
gave in, the tax was abol-
ished and Ademola was 
forced to abdicate—at least 

temporarily. Next she helped 
start a similarly victorious 
movement over water taxes.

Ransome-Kuti learned 
from the movements. 

She said “The true position 
of Nigerian women had to be 
judged from the women who 
carried babies on their backs 
and farmed from sunrise 
to sunset, not women who 

used tea, sugar, and flour for 
breakfast”. Instead of using 
her well-learned English to 
endear  herself to the elites, 
she insisted on addressing 
 meetings and negotiations in 
Yoruba. 

Freedom 
Ransome-Kuti was the only 
woman on a national dele-
gation to London to demand 
freedom for Nigeria. 

While there she scandalised 
the establishment by writ-
ing a column in the British 
Communist Party paper, the 
Daily Worker. 

It was headlined, “We had 
equality till Britain came”.

The article was an attack 
on colonialism for  pushing 
women into second class 
citizenship.

And, instead of hob-knob-
bing with the rich, she told the 
press at home that a highlight 
of her visit was meeting with 
British factory workers.

Ransome-Kuti declared 
herself to be an “African 
socialist” and aligned herself 
with the Communist bloc in 
the growing Cold War. 

The years that followed 
Nigerian independence in 

1960 were difficult to navi-
gate politically. Ransome-
Kuti’s sympathies often led 
her to follow “advice” coming 
from Russia and China.   

So when the military 
launched a coup in 1966 she 
supported it.

The governments that fol-
lowed hoped to neutralise her 
politically by showering her 
with titles and positions. 

But both she, and her son, 
the musician and activist Fela 
Kuti, remained a threat to 
the new orders—civilian and 
military. 

The Kuti family had a con-
nection to Nigeria’s poor that 
few politicians had.

When over 1,000 police 
raided Fela’s home compound 
in 1977, Ransome-Kuti was 
thrown from a second floor 
window and would soon die 
from her injuries.

Those in power had once 
felt the lash of her tongue. 

Now they rushed to praise 
her spirit in the vain hope 
that the radicalism she rep-
resented would lie with her 
in the grave.
This is part of a series about 
radical black lives Go to 
bit.ly/SWBlackLives

FUNMILAYO RANSOME-KUTI 

Defying colonialism for women’s liberation 

THE ‘LIONESS of Lisabi’—Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti 
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Grenfell firms try to avoid 
justice during blaze inquiry
West London residents continue to demand that those responsible for the 72 deaths are held 
to account. Isabel Ringrose looks at some of the shocking and damning evidence into the fire 

Cladding dangers were ignored by housing bosses
GRENFELL residents 
voted for fire-resistant 

zinc cladding when 
consulted about the 
refurbishment.

A blog by Grenfell 
Action Group—made up 
of residents—had warned 
of a “serious fire”. It said, 
“Only a catastrophic event 
will expose the ineptitude 
and incompetence of our 
landlord”.

At the inquiry David 
Gibson said discussions 
over which cladding 
should be used consisted 
of “what does it look 
like, is it acceptable for 
planners and what’s the 

cost?” Safety was not a 
consideration. 

And no evidence has 
been found to support 
Gibson’s claim that he 
was assured the cladding 
“would not burn at all”.

Emmaluna said, “Before 
the cladding was put on 
people warned it was 
dangerous and were 
dismissed as ‘fantasists’.”

Grenfell’s lethal 
cladding is not an isolated 
case.

Some 1.5 million 
residents are trapped 
in dangerous flats and 
owners are being forced to 
pay for the removal, with 

costs of up to £50,000 
each.

Isla said a resident who 
died in the fire had been 
part of a campaign against 
the cladding, and “now his 
son can’t go in and listen 
to them admit their guilt.”

“The bereaved and 
survivors can’t go into the 
inquiry. Security and the 
press have more rights 
that they do”, she said.

Protester Leearna added, 
“Initially they said this was 
because of Covid-19. Now 
it’s an excuse. There were 
seven guards the other 
day, yet they can’t let the 
bereaved and survivors in?”

LANDLORDS FOR the Grenfell 
tower have unveiled shocking 

revelations at the inquiry into the 
blaze. Their evidence shows that 
at every turn profit was prioritised 
over safety.

The Kensington & Chelsea Tenant 
Management Organisation (KCTMO) 
has been giving evidence in phase 
two of the inquiry since 12 October. 

Residents from the local commu-
nity have been organising  protests 
outside the inquiry building to 
demand justice for the 72 dead, sur-
vivors and bereaved.

KCTMO managed the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea’s 
housing. It was responsible for the 
refurbishment of Grenfell that was 
completed in May 2016.

Last Thursday protesters dressed 
as housing bosses in prison uni-
forms, painted blood on their hands 
and called for those responsible to be 
jailed.

“Phase two was delayed to grant 
people immunity from prosecution—
they only agreed to talk once they had 
this,” Grenfell activist Emmaluna told 
Socialist Worker.

Admitted
The inquiry heard that David Gibson, 
KCTMO’s former head of capital 
investment, admitted to holding a 
secret meeting about cost cutting.

Negotiations with Rydon, the con-
tractor for the refurbishment, took 
place before it was formally offered 
the contract. 

By switching to the flammable alu-
minium composite material cladding, 
KCTMO saved £293,000.

“It’s entitlement and greed. It’s 
property development at any cost”, 
Emmaluna said. 

“The system only works for the 

elite. They pit white working class 
people against black. It’s a distrac-
tion. They think ‘while we profit, you 
fight among yourselves’.”

Peter Maddison, the former direc-
tor of assets at KCTMO, handed over 
notebooks covering 2013 to 2017 on 
Friday afternoon, four days before 
giving evidence.

It was the first time in 40 months 
that Maddison had admitted that 
the notebooks even existed. And on 
Monday last week it was outrageously 

admitted by former KCTMO refurbish-
ment project manager Claire Williams 
that she “binned” her notebooks from 
the time of the construction. 

She threw them away a year after 
the fire while the public inquiry and 
police investigation were under way.

Emmaluna said, “It’s not for her to 
decide what is and isn’t evidence.

“Evidence and computer hard 
drives have disappeared. The police 
have stood by and let this happen.”

After being confronted at the 

inquiry, Williams started to cry.
Protester Isla told Socialist Worker, 

“What is she crying for? There are 
people who have lost their family, 
friends and homes.

Critical safety mechanisms failed 
on the night of tragedy in June 2017. 

There was only one staircase and 
exit to the entire building, fire alarms 
failed to sound. 

Grenfell Tower, which was 24 sto-
reys high, didn’t even have a sprin-
kler system.

Residents 
won’t give 
up fight

PROTESTERS 
outside the inquiriy 

chanted, “Corporate 
greed kills”, and “Justice 
for the 72 plus”.

Some people could be 
heard from the inquiry 
room. 

Leearna said, “It’s 
systemic, institutional 
indifference and racism. 
Justice means an end to 
the cladding scandal.

“Nothing has 
changed. I’ve got 
nothing but contempt 
for the Tories. They 
haven’t carried out any 
of their promises.”

Emmaluna added, 
“The trauma has not 
gone 40 months on. 
People watched their 
friends and family die 
with no escape. 

“Healing comes with 
justice. Those in KCTMO 
and RKBC need to do 
jail time.

“We want to 
change the system 
with this case. Things 
should’ve changed 
after Hillsborough. It’s 
inhumane.”

Activists are 
planning to continue 
demonstrating outside 
the inquiry to demand 
justice. 

Scandal
Grenfell campaigner 
Moyra told Socialist 
Worker, “We won’t 
accept this any more. 
This is a national 
scandal that affects the 
whole country. 

“We will be making 
demands and won’t let 
this be whitewashed.

“People from black 
communities and the 
working class cannot 
face this again. No more.

“They brushed aside 
concerns and it’s got 
to stop. We will not be 
silenced.”

David Gibson—cladding discussions didn’t include safety

ACTIVISTS OUTSIDE the Grenfell inquiry last week   Picture: SocialiSt Worker
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Interview—‘Unions need to use 
their power for their members’
As voting begins in the Unison general secretary election, Sarah Bates talks to socialist 
candidate Paul Holmes about his plans to shake things up in the public sector trade union
PUBLIC SECTOR workers have 
got an opportunity this week to 
elect a fighting socialist to the 
top of their union.

Labour Party member Paul 
Holmes is running an inspiring 
campaign to be the Unison union 
next general secretary. 

“I’ve been really impressed 
with the number of people join-
ing in with the campaign,” he told 
Socialist Worker. “We’ve got a lot 
of people directly involved now, at 
least 250 activists.”

Paul’s campaign has helped 
 capture the imagination of people 
sick of Unison not mounting a 
real fight over the issues affecting 
them.

As a result, it has won an 
unprecedented 105 branch and 
other nominations. 

Paul said his campaign made 
him the “first lay candidate to get 
nominations from within all 12 
regions.” 

Mood
“There’s a mood about,” he said. 
“People know what’s coming after 
 Covid-19 and they’re fed up with 
the  government.”

Paul is fighting for a £15 an 
hour minimum wage, a national 
anti-austerity campaign and col-
lective bargaining arrangements. 

Workers have suffered devastating 
cuts and job losses in the last decade 
of Tory austerity. Activists are eyeing 
up what dirty management tricks 
will be used against them. 

It’s likely that management in 
schools and local government will 
force through drastic “fire and 
rehire” programmes on workers.

This was the tactic used in Tower 

Hamlets in east London, where 
a Labour council forced through 
worse contracts on the workforce. 

Paul wants to build a fighting 
organisation, and he’s rallying 
against a union that’s “becoming a 
bank—a repository for subs”. 

“Unions need to use their power 
for their members,” he argues.

Paul said that members were 
drawn to his campaign because 
“the branches feel snowed under 
and not helped. I’m a candidate 
who knows what it’s like”. 

If elected, Paul has promised 
to continue taking his wage of 
£32,000 a year, rather than the 
£138,000 that current general sec-
retary Dave Prentis pockets now. 

Pledge
And Paul said that his pledge to 
take a workers’ wage resonates 
with members who are seeing deep 
inequality across society. 

“People see the MPs voting 
against free school meals and then 

claiming subsidised meals them-
selves—I think the workers’ wage 
chimes with that anger.”

Increasing funding to local 
branches is a huge part of Paul’s 
campaign and he said it would 
make a “phenomenal difference” 
to activists. 

They need extra funding because 
of decades of privatisation. 

Trade unionists are having to 
understand the procedures of hun-
dreds of outsourcing firms, rather 
than just a handful of public sector 
employers. 

Members have until 27 November 
to vote. 

Paul called on people to “talk 
to each other” online and in 
 workplaces that are open.

Impression
“Even though the union itself has 
the impression that everyone is 
working from home, in real life 
they’re not. 

“If you take the two big-
gest groups of the staff—NHS 
 employees and those in schools—
neither of those are working from 
home,” he said. 

Paul’s campaign is an exciting 
opportunity for Unison members 
who want to shake things up and 
put someone who understands the 
problems facing workers at the top 
of the union. 

Members should throw their 
support behind him and encourage 
all their workmates to post their 
ballot papers as soon as possible.

BACK STORY
Paul Holmes was the branch 
secretary of Kirklees Unison and 
has a good record of mounting 
struggle. 
lHe has also helped organise a 
strike of bin workers to combat 
racist bullying
lHolmes’ campaign began with 
a good start winning over 100 
nominations from branches 
going into the voting period. 
lHis supporters believe he is the 
candidate to try to make Unison 
a fighting union

Paul Holmes 

Bus manufacturing workers strike in major battle over wages
WORKERS AT a bus 
manufacturer near Leeds 
are fighting against bosses’ 
“false promises and 
outright lies” over pay. 

Over 100 Unite union 
members at the Optare factory 
were set to strike on Thursday 
and Friday of this week to 
demand a pay increase. 

It’s part of a programme 
of action that has seen two-
day walkouts at the end of 
the last two weeks—and a 
further 48 hours planned 
from 5 November. 

Kevin, a Unite member, says 
there is a “lack of trust” in 
Optare CEO Graham Belgum 

over a “broken promise” over 
pay made in August 2019.

“He said he wouldn’t insult us 
with a 1 percent pay offer if we 
gave him a three month grace 
period to get things on an even 
keel,” he told Socialist Worker.

“A lot of people, one of 
them being myself, at the 
time were going, ‘I don’t 
really trust the guy’.

“Then he said we had 
misinterpreted what he said—
which just isn’t true.”

Optare is a subsidiary of 
multinational corporation 
Ashok Leyland which is owned 
by Britain’s second richest men, 
billionaire brothers Srichand, 

Gopichand and Prakash Hinduja 
Workers’ anger has been 

fuelled by bosses “wasting 
money on outsourcing” on 
jobs that the permanent 
workforce could do. 

The outsourcing can cause 
chaos in production.

Kevin described one 
incident where around 167 
pieces of glass had to be 
removed from vehicles. 

“Recently management 
was told that it shouldn’t be 
fitted because it hasn’t got the 
‘British Kite Mark’,” he said. 

“167 pieces had to be 
taken out because they didn’t 
have the correct laminate 

in them,” he explained.
“Look at the waste of money.” 
Kevin added, “We have 

been poked in the chest 
too many times without 
some sort of kickback.

“They want a workforce 
that will do as they’re told.

“You’re banging your 
head against a wall. It’s all 
about brow beating. It’s 
the condescending way 
they answer your questions 
and the way your words 
are twisted all the time.

“This action is the straw 
that broke the camel’s back.” 

Every trade unionist, 
campaigner and socialist 

should build solidarity for the 
Optare workers’ fight in their 
workplaces and union branches. 

A win for the Optare workers 
would give confidence to other 
workers fighting the Tories 
and bosses’ attempts to make 
working class people pay 
for the coronavirus crisis.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans
Support this important strike by 
donating to the strike fund: The 
account name is Unite NE/200/1 
Optare Branch, account number 
20327132 sort code 60-83-01 and the 
bank is Unity Trust bank. 
Send messages of support via:  
Richard.bedford@unitetheunion.org 
The next strike days are 29 and 30 
October and 5 and 6 November

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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  More cleaners are 
taking on Facebook 
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

ANGRY CLEANING workers 
gathered outside Facebook 
headquarters in central 
London to  protest against 
redundancies and dodgy 
pay deals last Friday.

W o r k e r s — w h o  a r e 
outsourced by Facebook to 
different companies—waved 
flags and signs that said, 
“Keep full contracts” and, 
“We are key workers.” 

They are fighting for 
Facebook to bring cleaning 
staff in-house.

The workers, who are part 
of the Caiwu union, blocked 
the road and banged pots. 

The protest caused so 
much embarrassment to 
the social media giant that 
security were sent out to keep 
protesters from moving too 
close to the building. 

Contracts
Workers from outsourcing 
companies Bidvest Noonan 
and JLL are battling those 
companies over job cuts, 
slashed hours and unfair 
contracts.

And now the action is 
spreading. Another group of 
workers from a third firm, 
To Go Micro Kitchens, have 
joined the fight. 

Alex Sanchez is a cleaning 

worker for To Go at Facebook. 
He told Socialist Worker, “To 
Go are pressing us to change 
out contracts.

“They are trying to get us to 
agree to zero hour contracts, 
these are dirty contracts. 

“ T h a t  w o u l d  b e 
unacceptable even if this 
wasn’t a pandemic.

“They are taking advantage 
of people that can’t speak 
English and getting them 
to sign contracts when they 
don’t fully understand.” 

Bosses want to sack 
workers, and then re-employ 
them on new contracts for 

fewer hours and less pay.
And workers are furious 

at their treatment during the 
pandemic. 

Members of Caiwu have 
had to battle for Covid-19 
protection at work. Alex 
added that management 
were messing around with 
the furlough scheme. 

“We have been on furlough 
but the company has taken 
us on and off it, switching 
between holiday pay and 
furlough,” he said. 

“They want to get as much 
money as possible.”

Protest organisers say that 

Bidvest Noonan has sent out 
an email saying that it will no 
longer be engaging with the 
workers or their union. 

W o r k e r s  a r e  b e i n g 
exploited by outsourcers and 
Facebook who want to profit 
from the Covid-19 crisis. 

As one speaker at the 
protest said, “We know that 
Facebook needs cleaners. 
They are planning to build 
multiple new floors in their 
building. 

“We know they have 
enough money.” 
lSend a message of support 
to office@caiwu.org.uk

ENGINEERING CARERS AND CLEANERS FORTH VALLEY COLLEGECOMMUNICATIONS

Three-week strike plan at 
Rolls-Royce Barnoldswick
WORKERS AT the 
Rolls-Royce factory at 
Barnoldswick in Lancashire 
are due to start three weeks 
of strikes from 6 November.

The Unite union 
members are fighting to 
save jobs and stop the plant 
closure.

In August Rolls-Royce 
bosses announced they 
were moving production 
of the Trent Engine 
blades, which are made at 
Barnoldswick.

This would mean the loss 
of 350 workers.

Unite says the move 
would make the factory 
potentially unviable.

In reponse workers voted  
by 94 percent for strikes. 

Unite regional officer 
Ross Quinn said, “Unite has 
given Rolls-Royce every 
opportunity to change its 

plans, confirm there will 
be no more compulsory 
redundancies and guarantee 
the long-term future of 
Barnoldswick. 

“But it has refused to do 
so.”

Rolls-Royce is in a weak 
position and can be beaten.

The jobs fight is urgent.
Unite has recently 

commissioned research into 
what happened after more 
than 700 jobs went at  
Rolls-Royce’s Inchinnan 
plant near Glasgow. 

It found that almost two 
thirds of those who had left 
Rolls-Royce reported that 
they were out of work.

It will be even harder to 
find a new, comparable, job 
now.

Unions must make it a 
major focus to stop all job 
losses at Barnoldswick.

FIGHTING AGAINST Facebook and the outsourcers                                   Picture: SocialiSt Worker

LECTURERS AT Forth Valley 
College in the EIS teaching 
union have voted in a 
statutory ballot for action to 
protect their jobs. 

Some 83 percent voted 
to back a work to contract 
which, in conditions of 
remote teaching, will 
paralyse the operation of the 
college. 

The pandemic may have 
altered the way ballots are 
campaigned for, but this 
shows that they can be won.

Disappeared
Management are telling 
randomly selected lecturers 
that their jobs have 
disappeared and they must 
reapply for new instructor 
posts. 

These pay thousands of 
pounds less and have class 
contact up to 35 hours per 
week—meaning no time for 
marking or preparation.

They also have worse 
holidays, and are classed 
as  support roles rather than 
lecturing roles. 

Yet what the individual is 
expected to deliver remains 
exactly the same.

The quality of service that 
students get from a harassed 
and overworked teacher will 
decline. 

Even employers are talking 
of withdrawing students from 
the college as they will only 
get second-rate provision.

Forth Valley lecturers will 
not be fighting alone. 

College employers have 
said that this approach will 
be rolled out across Scotland 
and the EIS has declared a 
national dispute as a result. 

Preparations are underway 
for a ballot of all lecturers 
later this year with industrial 
action set to take place in 
early 2021.
Donny Gluckstein

100 percent 
for fightback
WORKERS IN the UVW union 
at a Service to the Aged 
(Sage) care home in north 
London have returned a 100 
percent yes vote for strikes. 

Carers and cleaners at the 
home are demanding £12 an 
hour, and NHS-level sick pay 
and annual leave. 

And at Great Ormond 
Street Hospital the UVW is 
planning to mount a legal 
battle against what it says is 
discrimination against black, 
Asian and minority ethnic 
cleaners. 

Gora Diop, a domestic 
worker at the hospital, said, 
“We have been working 
tirelessly throughout this 
pandemic to support the 
hospital. 

“All we are asking for is 
equality. And if we have to 
go on strike to make that 
happen then we will.”
lSupport the Sage workers go 
to bit.ly/SAGEcareworkers

Ballot in BT 
Technology 
BT TECHNOLOGY workers in 
the CWU union have launched  
a consultative strike ballot. 

The first of nearly 200 
compulsory redundancies in 
the division are due to take 
place this week and more job 
losses are set to be announced.

The ballot result was 
expected this week. It could 
lead to a formal vote and 
strikes.

CWU national officer for 
Technology, Sally Bridge, said, 
“Even those who have not been 
affected by any of the changes 
announced to date need to 
appreciate that their job may 
no longer be safe.

“Above everything we need 
everyone to support their 
colleagues who are already 
staring down the barrel 
of a gun by delivering the 
clearest possible message to 
BT Technology that the way 
it is behaving is simply not 
acceptable.”

Strike vote at Heriot-Watt 
WORKERS AT Heriot-Watt 
University in Edinburgh have 
overwhelmingly voted for 
strikes to save jobs. Bosses 
there want to slash 130 jobs 
and have refused to rule out 
compulsory redundancies.  

UCU union members voted 
by 77 percent for strikes, 
on a turnout of 66 percent. 
Some 88 percent also backed 
action short of a strike.  

The union branch said the 
vote was a “clear mandate” 
from workers to take action 
on a “record turnout”. 

UCU Scotland official 
Mary Senior called on bosses 
to commit to no compulsory 
redundancies. 

But she also said there 
was “good progress” on 
voluntary redundancies.  

In reality, any job cuts 
will mean a worse education 
for students and increased 
workload and stress for staff. 

Bosses already slashed 
70 jobs in 2017—damaging 

education. The union should 
resist all cuts.  

Other UCU branches are 
also fighting attacks on jobs 
and pay.  

At the University of 
Central Lancashire, bosses 
have threatened to sack up 
to 69 workers. The UCU has 
said it could ballot for strikes.  

UCU members are also 
in dispute at the University 
of Roehampton, where 
bosses want to slash jobs, 
particularly in Arts and 
Humanities. 

Workers there passed 
a motion last week calling 
for a consultative ballot for 
industrial action. 

They also passed a motion 
of no confidence in the vice 
chancellor.  
lSend solidarity messages 
to ucu@hw.ac.uk Support the 
Heriot-Watt solidarity fund at 
bit.ly/HWfund Go to @ucu_
solidarity on Twitter for further 
initiatives

TANKER DRIVERS

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

CLEANERS

FUEL TANKER drivers 
employed by Hoyer Petrolog 
UK were set to strike on 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday of next week.

The workers are based at 
the Stanlow oil refinery in 
Cheshire. They are members 
of the Unite union and have 
returned a 96 percent vote in 
favour of action.

Hoyer wants to make six 
of the 28 drivers who are 
employed on the contract 
redundant. 

The firm is increasingly 
using agency drivers. 

Unite has announced a 
total of 14 strike days. Further 

walkouts are planned for  
10, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 20, 23, 
25, 27 November. 

Among the high profile 
Hoyer customers set to be hit 
by strikes are Shell, Esso, BP 
and Liverpool John Lennon 
airport.

Unite regional officer Steve 
Gerrard said, “Fuel tanker 
drivers are frontline workers 
and throughout this pandemic 
their work has ensured that 
other frontline workers can 
continue to go to work. 

“They deserve to be 
treated better than this.

 “Hoyer can avoid strikes 
by withdrawing the job cuts.”

Jobs fight by tanker drivers

Forth Valley college action 
is planned over new roles 
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  NIGHTMARE AS  
 FURLOUGH ENDS
MILLIONS OF working class 
people face the nightmare 
of mass unemployment as 
the Tories prepare to scrap 
the furlough scheme on 
Halloween.

Two million workers still 
rely on the scheme, which is 
due to end on Saturday. 

It has subsidised bosses’ 
wage bill for workers who 
would have otherwise been 
laid off because of the pan-
demic and lockdowns since 
March. 

A Bank of England official 
has warned that unemploy-
ment could climb past the 
central bank’s predicted peak 
of 7.5 percent. 

Other forecasters expect a 
rate of 9 or 10 percent unem-
ployment—well over three 
million people.

The People Before Profit 
campaign group is organis-
ing a day of action to demand 
that furlough is extended for 
“at least 12 months”. 

Emergency
It also wants an emergency 
programme for jobs, services 
and safety (see below). 

The group brings together 
Labour MPs, trade unionists 
and campaigners to fight for 
a socialist response to the 
coronavirus crisis. 

A job support scheme is set 
to replace the furlough pro-
gramme on 1 November. 

It will mean lots more 
cash for businesses—while 
workers still lose out. 

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 

introduced the furlough 
scheme at the start of the 
coronavirus crisis in March. 

It gave bosses the money 
to pay 80 percent of wages 
for millions of workers.

That level of support 

has been reduced ahead of 
the end of the scheme on 
Saturday. 

Chancellor Rishi Sunak 
was forced to announce yet 
another amendment to the 
new job support scheme last 

week. Under his original pro-
posal, the state would only 
cover up to 22 percent of the 
wages of workers employed 
at least part time. Employers 
would be expected to pay  
55 percent—and the worker 

to lose nearly a quarter of 
their pay. 

But now Sunak has cut 
the business contribution 
for unworked hours to just  
5 percent—a massive fall.

I t  means  tha t  i f  a  
part-time worker was paid  
£587 a month for their 
unworked hours, the gov-
ernment would contribute  
£543 and the employer just 
£44.

Subsidy
It’s a direct subsidy to firms 
that will still be able to pay 
mega-salaries to their direc-
tors and, for many, give 
handouts to shareholders.

But workers will still take 
a hit. The only paltry con-
cession is that workers will 
be eligible for the scheme if 
they’re working at least 20 
percent of their usual hours 
rather than 33 percent.

Sunak took steps to make 
sure there would be no seri-
ous opposition to his plan. 

He held a “hybrid”  briefing 
with business leaders and 
trade unions in a London res-
taurant early last Thursday.

Instead of joining Sunak’s 
coffee and croissants meeting 
while he hands cash to 
bosses, the unions should be 
joining the resistance.

CHANCELLOR RISHI Sunak (right) ignored the ‘rule of six’ to meet hospitality bosses indoors last week  

  Back day of action by People Before Profit to demand support for workers
THE PEOPLE Before 
Profit group plans a day 
of action on Halloween 
against the scrapping of 
the furlough scheme.

Supporters of Greater 
Manchester Coronavirus 
Action Group—People 
Before Profit campaigned 
for “Manchester’s missing 
millions” last Saturday.

Labour mayor Andy 
Burnham said Greater 
Manchester councils 
needed £30 million more 
than the Tories gave them.

Nurse Karen Reissmann 
called on people to join 
the day of action. “It’s 
Halloween and we’ve 
definitely got a nightmare 
in Britain,” she said.

“The government 
has put rich people and 
their profiteering above 
ordinary people.”

Laila, who was laid 
off by Debenhams in 
Manchester, slammed 
bosses’ attempts to make 
working class people pay 
for the coronavirus crisis. 

“Some had worked for 
Debenhams for ten, 20, 30 
years, but all of us were 
told we were just going to 
get three more days’ pay,” 
she said.

Meanwhile, supporters 
of People Before Profit in 
Glasgow gathered outside 
an Ikea furniture store to 
support victimised trade 
unionist Richie Venton. 

Ikea bosses dismissed 
the Usdaw union rep last 
month after he warned 
workers of planned attacks 
on their rights.

People Before Profit 
supporters and trade 
unionists in Chesterfield 
organised a “Sack Serco” 
flashmob last Friday. 

The firm has leached 
millions for the failed test 
and trace system.

The campaigning 
followed People Before 
Profit launch meetings 
attended by over 100 
people online in both 
Manchester and Glasgow.
For details of the day of 
action go to facebook.com/
peoplebeforeprofitCVD19Campaigning in Manchester last week Picture: Greater Manchester coronavirus action GrouP—PeoPle Before Profit
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