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Left debates how to respond to attacks
TWO ONLINE rallies revealed 
debates on how the left should 
respond to the right’s assault.

Four Labour MPs spoke 
alongside union officials and 
party activists at a rally organised 
by Labour left group Momentum 
on Friday.

Speakers said the accusations 
against Corbyn were part of a 
right wing assault to discredit the 
left. But most thought the answer 
should be to accept the EHRC 
report.

Labour MP John McDonnell 
said, “There was mounting 
evidence of antisemitism under 
our leadership.” He said the 
leadership hadn’t been “ruthless 
enough” in dealing with 
antisemitism accusations.

McDonnell made the same 
speech at a rally on Sunday 
organised by a new organisation, 
the Radical Alliance.

Labour MP Ian Lavery said 
Labour members “must not 
under any circumstances leave 
the party”. But he said they had 
to “be very careful—because if 
anyone steps out of line there’ll 
be suspensions”.

Activist Salma Yaqoob insisted 
the left has to defend support for 

Palestine. “The sad reality is we 
have not even been able to name 
the battle line for fear of being 
branded racist,” she said.

“I’m going to name the 
elephant in the room and that is 
the witch hunt against anyone 
who has even a tenuous link 
with standing up against the 
oppression of Palestinians.” 

She said many of those who 

want to clamp down on solidarity 
with Palestine have pushed 
Islamophobia and anti-migrant 
racism.

The right may allow Corbyn 
back into Labour, but under 
conditions that silence him and 
the left. Demanding Corbyn’s 
reinstatement is not enough—
defending Palestine has to be 
key.

Some Labour members chopped up their cards after Corbyn’s suspension

Suspension  
of Corbyn 
means war 
on the left 
by NICK CLARK

THERE IS now no doubt that 
Labour leader Keir Starmer 
is determined to drive the left 
out of the party—or force it into 
humiliated submission.

A report into the Labour Party’s 
handling of antisemitism accusations 
has given the right what it needs.

Left wing former leader Jeremy 
Corbyn was suspended from the 
Labour Party shortly after the report 
was published on Thursday of last 
week. The move took place amid 
howls for his expulsion.

Starmer said that anyone who 
challenged the claim that Labour has 
a major problem with antisemitism 
is “part of the problem”. 

“You should be nowhere near the 
Labour Party,” he said.

Corbyn is not an antisemite. He 
has actively opposed racism all his 
political life, unlike many of his 
tormentors on the Labour right. 

He is right to stand for Palestinian 
rights, against imperialist war and to 
oppose austerity.

Starmer pushed Corbyn out to 
demonstrate that Labour will be 
a reliable choice to maintain the 
system. He won’t raise any decisive 
break from pro-corporate economics. 

He won’t interfere with the 

fundamentals of ownership. He won’t 
question the military and the state.

That is why he has spent months 
seeking “national unity” with Boris 
Johnson’s murderous government 
while it implemented toxic policies 
around coronavirus. 

It’s why he called the Black Lives 
Matter movement a “moment” and 
denounced the toppling of a slaver’s 
statue in Bristol.

This is what Labourism looks 
like—obsessed only with electoral 
calculation, centred on parliament 
and looking only for limited change 
within the system.

Corbyn’s election as leader in 
2015 led to hope that Labour could 
be fundamentally transformed. That 
hope has been utterly shattered.

Corbyn was suspended after 
saying that the scale of antisemitism 
inside the Labour Party was “dra-
matically overstated for political 
reasons by our opponents inside and 
outside the party”.

This is backed up by Labour’s own 
figures on the number of antisem-
itism cases it has dealt with. And it 
isn’t contradicted by the Equality 
and Human Rights Commission 
(EHRC) report.

But the report does say accusations 
shouldn’t be treated as “smears”—
allowing the right to silence anyone 
who challenges them.

Labour has told its constitu-
ency parties—where party mem-
bers debate and organise—that 
disagreeing with the report is not 
allowed. It had already banned 
them from opposing its definition of 
antisemitism, which rules out calling 
Israel a racist state.

Now Starmer is calling for a 
“change in culture”—which means 

driving out left wing politics. And he 
has said he will “go further” than the 
report’s recommendations.

The outcome of the EHRC report 
shows that the only way to chal-
lenge the accusations is to defend the 
right to criticise Israel and support 
Palestine. 

But it also shows that’s not 
possible inside the Labour Party.

MARCHING FOR Palestine in London in 2019	  Picture: Guy Smallman

‘Equality’ report restricts solidarity with Palestine 
THE EQUALITY and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) report into 
Labour’s handling of antisemitism 
gave the right the ammunition to 
condemn the left.

It effectively found that 
“illegitimate” criticism of Israel—
regardless of whether it expresses 
hatred towards Jews—is antisemitic. 

It said this is “related to Jewish 
ethnicity” and so can make Jewish 
people feel “uncomfortable and 
unwanted” in Labour.

The report criticised Labour’s 

handling of antisemitism 
complaints. Part of this touched 
on the handling of complaints 
by Labour staff hostile to Jeremy 
Corbyn. It suggested that some 
people who had been complained 
about weren’t treated fairly.

Some say this shows the report 
is not as bad for the left as the 
right claims. Yet it says Labour’s 
leadership hadn’t “chosen” to deal 
with complaints properly. This 
reinforces the claim that the left is 
hostile to Jewish people.

It recommends an “independent” 
antisemitism complaints process, 
and training acceptable to “Jewish 
community stakeholders”. These 
were key demands of right wingers.

The report seems to allow 
for people to criticise Israel or 
“question the scale of antisemitism 
within the party”. 

But this can only be “based on 
their own experience”. Accepting 
the EHRC report means accepting 
severe restrictions on the right to 
speak out for Palestine.

CAPTION GOES

It’s right to 
oppose the 
Israeli state
THE RIGHT claim that left wing 
politics is inherently antisemitic 
because of its opposition to Israel.

They say Israel is “unfairly” 
singled out as a Jewish state, and 
that solidarity with Palestine is 
motivated by hatred of Jews.

But Israel is not like any other 
“democratic” state. And Zionism—
Israel’s founding ideology—is not 
simply about self-determination 
for Jewish people.

Support for Israel is not an 
essential part of Jewish identity. 
Many Jews are anti-Zionists.

Israel was built on the ethnic 
cleansing of Palestinians. It is 
sustained by US military aid to act 
as its enforcer in the Middle East. 

Israel’s founders wanted to 
ensure that it would have a 
Jewish ethnic majority. They 
helped the British Empire control 
Palestine in return for the promise 
of a state of their own there.

When Israel was founded in 
1948, its military launched a 
programme to systematically 

expel Palestinians from towns and 
villages inside its borders. Some 
850,000 Palestinians were forced 
from their homes. 

They and their families—all 
refugees—have never been 
allowed to return.

An array of laws exclude and 
discriminate against Palestinians 
inside Israel’s official borders. 

Outside those borders, 
Palestinians in East Jerusalem and 
the West Bank have lived under 
military occupation since 1967. 
Over decades, Israel has built 
settlement towns in order to claim 
the land for its own.

Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip have lived under an 
Israeli‑imposed siege for more 
than 11 years, causing extreme 
poverty, energy shortages and 
unemployment. Israel has waged 
three wars on Gaza in that time, 
killing tens of thousands of people.

Campaigners rightly oppose 
Israel for all these reasons. Many 
support a campaign of boycotts and 
sanctions as a tactic to pressure 
Israel to end its occupation.

As Israel’s occupation has 
deepened, there has been growing 
support for a “one state solution”. 
This is a single, secular state 
in all of Palestine, with equal 
democratic rights for all its 
inhabitants—Jews and Arabs.

Israel’s supporters want to 
brand all this as antisemitic. It’s 
important to insist that it is not.
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Union leaders divided over 
who to support in Labour
TRADE UNION leaders are split 
over whether to support Keir 
Starmer or Jeremy Corbyn. 

Dave Prentis, leader of one of 
the biggest unions, Unison, praised 
Starmer’s “clear and categoric 
leadership” over his response to 
the EHRC report.

But several trade unions 
affiliated to Labour—including 
another major union, Unite—
demanded Starmer “repair the 
damage” caused by Corbyn’s 
suspension. Their statement didn’t 
say how this should be done.

And it wasn’t backed by Unison 
or the third major union, the GMB.

For most of Labour’s history, 
union leaders have backed the 
right because they want a party 
“responsible” enough to govern.

But they were sidelined after 
Tony Blair’s 

leadership.
Many backed Corbyn because 

he restored their influence in the 
party. Now they’re worried about 
being driven out with him—but 
aren’t necessarily committed to 
defending left wing politics.

Union leaders were pivotal in 
forcing Corbyn to back down against 
the right over some key battles—
including over the right to criticise 
Israel. 

Len McCluskey of the Unite union hopes the Labour right will heal the rift with the left

Labour right smear left as antisemitic

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Jeremy Corbyn’s 
favourite role is that 
of the victim’
‘Liberal’ commentator 
Andrew Rawnsley in the Observer 
newspaper

‘He is a narcissist’
Rawnsley continues his attack

‘Shameless’
The Sun ‘newspaper’ attacks 
Jeremy Corbyn

‘Corbynism, in all 
its guises, needs to 
become an annex of 
Labour history’
Labour MP Phil Wilson

‘The Labour Party 
will be like France 
after the liberation. 
Everyone will 
have been in the 
resistance’
Labour Lord Ian Austin

‘Jeremy is a decent 
man, but he has an 
absolute blind spot 
and denial’
Labour’s deputy leader Angela Rayner 
goes along with the witch hunt

‘The Labour Party is 
dead as a vehicle for 
progressive change’
Former Labour MP Chris Williamson, 
who was also hounded over his 
backing for Palestine

Israeli soldiers arrest Palestinian teen

Unison’s Dave Prentis eagerly backed Starmer

Had enough of 
Labour’s betrayals?
There’s a place for 
you in the Socialist 
Workers Party
Go to swp.org.uk
or phone 020 7840 5600
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lWhy the history of 
Israel is deliberately 
forgotten 
bit.ly/forgottenhistory  

lIs opposing the Israeli 
state antisemitic? 
bit.ly/Israelistate  
lAntisemitism is a far 
right ideology 
bit.ly/farrightideology  

Socialist Worker 	 4 November 2020Socialist Worker 	 4 November 2020



  Joe Biden’s  
 failures let  
 Trump try to  
 grab victory
The Democrats, deep bitterness in 
society and racism saw Trump do 
better than the polls predicted
RACIST, WARMONGER Donald 
Trump declared victory in the 
US presidential election—while 
results were still coming in—as 
Socialist Worker went to press on 
Wednesday. 

Trump was neck and neck with 
Democratic challenger Joe Biden in 
key swing states. 

Yet outrageously he claimed votes 
still being counted was a “fraud on 
the American public” and vowed to 
take the fight to the Supreme Court.

The US presidential election came 
amid a huge social crisis. 

Trump’s disastrous handling of 
coronavirus is responsible for more 
than 235,000 deaths, surging cases 
and as many as 26 million people 
thrown out of work.

Yet despite Trump’s failings, 
Biden and the Democrats failed to 
win a convincing lead. 

Iannis Delatolas, a member of 
the Marx21 socialist group in New 
York, said Biden didn’t storm ahead 
because he “offers no solutions to 
this crisis”. “We are seeing suffering 
in the US that hasn’t been seen since 
the 1930s,” he told Socialist Worker. 

“When you travel through the 
streets of New York, block after 
block of shops are closed.

Enriched
“The rich have enriched themselves 
during this pandemic while workers 
have received nothing. 

“US capitalism relies on the 
labour of migrant workers, but they 
received crumbs during the virus.

“People have actually lost their 
healthcare, but Biden is still against 
Medicare for All.” 

The Biden campaign’s prom-
ise of a return to business as usual  
was neither inspiring nor convincing. 

Biden might have promised 
slightly higher taxes on the rich, 
but he was the corporate choice for 
Democratic candidate. 

He explicitly rejected the more 
radical policies of some of the failed 
Democratic contenders.

Another big reason behind 
Trump’s support is racism. 

Trump is not on the side of ordi-
nary people, whatever their race or 
gender. 

But he has capitalised on deep 
disillusion and bitterness among 
working class people—and diverted 
their anger away from those at the 
top.

His repeated attacks on Muslims, 
Mexicans, refugees and Black Lives 
Matter protesters have unfortunately 
chimed with too many in the US who 
have been encouraged to look for  
scapegoats.

Because the Democrats do not 
offer a way forward for working 
class people, rotten ideas can take 
a hold.

Black Miami Herald column-
ist Leonard Pitts recently wrote 
an article about why he doesn’t 
bother trying to reason with Trump 
supporters. 

He made his case by letting 
Trump’s  backers  speak for 
themselves.

One, “Robert”, described Barack 
Obama’s presidency as having “a 
Muslim Marxist in the White House”. 

To divert attention from the rich, 
Trump has encouraged a feeling that 
battles against sexism and racism 
mean that white, working class men 
are “left behind”. 

Just 9 percent of Trump supporters 
think it’s harder to be black in the US 
than white, according to a Pew poll 
in September.

And while there is anger and fear 
over the pandemic, Trump has won 
admiration from people who oppose 
restrictions and state “interference” 
in their lives.

Building resistance on the ground 
will be key to winning real change.

DONALD TRUMP mobilised large numbers of supporters in swing states such as Nebraska

‘We have to organise and build power 
to change things’, say US activists 
MEGAN ROMER, co-chair of 
the Democratic Socialists of 
America in Louisiana

‘
We absolutely have to organise 
and build power and use that 
power not only to change 
the narrative, but to actually 
change things. 

Union density in the US is 
incredibly low overall and very few 
people, comparably, are involved 
in any level of organising. 

But when you see massive 
protests, you see people on social 
media saying, “Why didn’t we 
protest like this when we found 
out about family separation at the 
border?” 

We’re also seeing a newfound 
interest in unions and issue-based 
organising groups, such as Moms 
Demand Action.

I’m a member of the Democratic 
Socialists of American (DSA) 
and I’m very enthusiastic about 
growing the organisation. We’re at 
something like 80,000 now with a 
goal of 100,000 by 2021. 

I think we’re learning that our 
power is stronger together. 

But we still have this strain of 
rugged individualism that we’ve 
really founded our national 

identity upon and it’s something 
that we need to shake off.”

MIKE MCCABE, Green Party 
member, New York 

‘
In my opinion, Joe Biden was 
arrogant to the point of nausea. 
What politician dictates to 
black people that if they don’t 
vote for him, they are not 

black?  
      Those comments from the guy 
that wrote the crime bill, partially 
responsible for our prisons being 
filled with black and brown  
people.  

His failure to present new ideas 

is also a problem.  
Unfortunately for our democracy, 
ardent Democrats ignore Biden’s 
wrongdoings.

Many feel the way that I do, 
but media platforms with partisan 
Democrats try shaming us, 
preventing many from making 
comments. 

What should we do after the 
election? I’ve told many to go to 
Washington and demonstrate, 
no matter which candidate wins. 
Democrats called me a Trumpist 
for my comments—I call them 
fools. 

KAYLA LAWLOR, Socialist  
activist in Massachusetts

‘
Even if Joe Biden wins, this 
has been a disaster for the 
Democratic Party

He ran on wanting to defeat 
Trump without having policies 

to undo his damage and improve 
people’s lives

The future of the left relies on 
either taking over or replacing the 
Democratic Party. And crucially, 
continuing to build power outside 
of elections in mutual aid groups 
and unions and more.

Megan Romer—socialist in Louisiana

Democrats offered no 
hope to US electorate
JOE BIDEN’S failure 
to ride easily into 
the White House on 
the back of a wave of 
anger against Trump 
is damning. 

It was his election 
to lose. 

The Florida result 
is an example of the 
untapped potential. 
Trump won the state, 
but some 61 percent 
of people also voted 
through a move 
towards a $15 an 
hour minimum wage. 

It shows there 
is an appetite for 
policies that improve 
the lives of working 
class people—and 
voters can be swung 
either way. 

If Biden had 
enthusiastically 
backed such 
policies, the voters 
swayed by Trump 
but unenthused by 
Biden’s “presidency 
as usual” promise 
could have been won 
to oppose Trump.

Privilege
Biden is a man 
who stinks of the 
establishment 
privilege he’s enjoyed 
for decades. 

Whether it’s the 
coronavirus crisis, 
the climate crisis 
or police murder 
of black people, he 
offered no solutions.  

Both Biden 
and his vice 
president hopeful 
Kamala Harris 
are neoliberals, 
warmongers and 
authoritarian on law 

and order. 
Even though 

Trump’s oversight of 
the coronavirus crisis 
has slaughtered at 
least 235,000 people, 
Biden’s class politics 
shone through.

Even as thousands 
of people were dying 
daily during the 
election campaign, 
he still refused to 
back universal health 
care.

His failure to back 
the demands of Black 
Lives Matter showed 
how desperately he 
wanted to maintain 
the status quo. 

In response to 
the police murder 
of George Floyd, 
Biden suggested 
cops “shoot them in 
the leg to deescalate 
circumstances”.

Biden then made 

sure to distance 
himself from the 
anti-racist uprising 
by using right wing 
talking points. “Ask 
yourself—do I look 
to you like a radical 
socialist with a soft 
spot for rioters? 
Really?” he said.

And Biden comes 
from a rich history 
of top Democrats 
who want to crush 
workers, enter into 
imperialist wars and 
prop up banks. 

When they are in 
power, Democrats 
make limited reforms 
in order to sedate 
workers’ anger.

This was 
apparent during 
Barack Obama’s 
presidency—it was 
clear he would 
always back big 
business.

Left needs a new strategy 
MOST OF the left 
backed Joe Biden’s 
campaign. Most 
groups abandoned 
their criticism of the 
Democrats and fell 
into step with their 
campaign.

But this embrace of  
the “lesser evil” leaves 
untouched the system 
that produced Trump.  

Socialist ideas have 
become more popular 
in the US in recent 
years.

The Democratic 
Socialists of America 
has grown to 65,000 
members and counts, 
for example, politician 
Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez among its 
members. 

Its leadership threw 

its support behind 
Biden just weeks 
before the election, 
despite its members 
voting against this in 
2019.

The fact that 
Trump did better than 
anticipated underlines 
the need for a break 
from the Democrats 
and the creation 
of a workers’ party 
that concentrates on 
struggle. 

Some 

demonstrations 
against Trump were 
taking place in the US 
as Socialist Worker 
went to press.

Protesters took 
to the streets in 
Washington, Los 
Angeles, Raleigh and 
Portland.

Such mobilisations    
are the way forward 
now, not obeying calls 
for calm or relying on 
the structures of the 
political system. 
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Biden’s politics did not offer a way forward for many 
people in the US

Trump rallied racism

Protesting on election day

WHAT WE THINK

CLASS STRUGGLE IS THE 
ONLY ALTERNATIVE TO AN 

UNFAIR SYSTEM 

 T
HE US political system is 
rotten and offers nothing 
to ordinary people. This 
is the main conclusion 
from this week’s election. 

Socialist Worker went to 
press before the full results were 
known, but central lessons are 
already clear. 

Perhaps the Democrat 
candidate Joe Biden may still win. 
But he should have given Donald 
Trump no hope of winning. Trump 
should have been swept aside.

As voters went to the polls 
Trump presided over a country 
with just under ten million 
coronavirus infections—a toll that 
is still rising sharply.

One in ten Americans said they 
could not buy enough food and a 
fifth said that they cannot access 
medical care because it’s too 
expensive.

Trump has systematically 
promoted racism and sexism, 
boosted fascists and threatened 
to destroy democratic rights. 

Power
He made clear before the 
election that he would use any 
method, legal or not, to hang on 
to power. And yet he managed to 
outperform the polls and analysts’ 
expectations.

Socialist Worker wants Trump 
out. His defeat would be a 
blow to racists and the far right 
everywhere. He must not be 
allowed to use the undemocratic 
courts to halt the vote counting.

Outrageously on Tuesday 
he sought to stop votes being 
counted. But he was following in 
the steps of George W Bush, who 
stole the election 20 years ago. 

The Democrats’ right wing 
campaign failed to mobilise many 
working class people, and left 
some open to Trump’s demagogic 
rhetoric. In vast swathes of 

America where he should have 
won easily, Biden did not focus on 
the bitter anger in society. 

Trump won in many areas 
devastated by factory closures, a 
raging pandemic and poverty.

In working class areas of Ohio, 
Michigan, Alabama and Georgia, 
communities that have been 
shattered by policies designed 
for the rich did not come out for 
Biden. He offered no real hope 
except a return to a supposed 
“normality” that had let down 
ordinary people.

He didn’t attack the rich or 
offer a transformation of the 
health system. He lined up with 
the fracking industry rather than 
urging action on climate change. 

Trump is often described 
as alien to the US system, an 
inexplicable force that has 
polluted the clear streams of 
political life. But in reality he is a 
particularly sharp expression of 
that rotten system.

For decades both Republicans 
and Democrats have ruled over 
a vast transfer of wealth from 
workers to the rich.

In the late 1970s, the richest 
10 percent of the US population, 
ranked by income, received about 
one third of total US income. 

They now receive about half.
This top one-thousandth of the 

income ranking now takes about 
the same total income as the 
entire bottom 40 percent of the 
US population.

That theft continued under 
Democrats Bill Clinton and 
Barack Obama just as much as 
under Republicans Ronald Reagan 
and George Bush. 

Trump sometimes clashes with 
sections of the US ruling class, and 
many of them would prefer Biden 
in the White House. But Trump is 
a representative of the richest and 
most powerful people in America. 

Nearly 170 years ago the 
former slave Frederick Douglass 
made a great speech mocking the 
American political system of the 
time.  

He denounced it as “fraud, 
deception, impiety, and 
hypocrisy—a thin veil to cover up 
crimes”. 

Struggle
That description still rings true.
There has to be a struggle against 
that whole system, whether 
represented by Trump or Biden.

The alternative to Trumpism 
does not lie in the Democrats. It 
has to be rooted in the resistance 
seen in the Black Lives Matter 
movement, the women’s marches, 
the wave of teachers’ strikes and 
the first national auto workers’ 
strike for 40 years.

This was the power that Biden 
deliberately spurned, fearing that he 
would be seen as soft on rioters or 
a supporter of socialist policies.  

That power has to be mobilised 
to stop Trump’s fraud at the polls.

More importantly it needs to 
be built further to combat racism 
and demand that coronavirus is 
tackled, rather than allowing it to 
sweep through the population.

Class struggle and the fight for 
socialism is the alternative to the 
reeking corpse of US politics.

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

“In all the strikes I’ve been 
involved with Socialist Worker 
has offered us a voice and 
pointed people to the solidarity 
we needed to win. It explains how 
to tackle the arguments of the 
day—whether Covid-19, migrants, 
Trump or climate change. It is 

a great paper. I would not want 
to be without it. That’s why I am 
encouraging you to give to the 
appeal to keep it going.”
Karen Reissmann  
UNISON NEC, People Before 
Profit co-founder & health 
worker activist (pc)

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE... Total so far... 
£87,509
To donate go to 
socialistworker.co.uk/
appeal 
Call 020 7840 5607 or 
send a cheque, payable 
to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 
74955, London E16 9EJ

Trump is a 
particularly 
sharp expression 
of that rotten 
system

‘‘ 
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Trump’s Republicans at 
odds with big business
AMID ALL the uncertainties of this week’s US presidential 
election, one thing’s for sure. The Republican Party’s 
relationship with its social base is cracking apart.

Since the Civil War of 1861-65, the Republicans have been 
the party of big capital. 

Republican John D Rockefeller, the founder of Standard 
Oil, was the early 20th century counterpart of Amazon’s 
Jeff Bezos. His grandson Nelson didn’t fulfil his presidential 
ambitions, but he became governor of New York state and US 
vice president.

Arguably the Democrats under Franklin Roosevelt saved US 
capitalism during the Great Depression of the 1930s. But the 
bulk of big business were bitterly opposed to Roosevelt’s New 
Deal reforms. The Democrats were and remain a pro-capitalist 
party. Both Bill Clinton’s administrations in the 1990s and 
Barack Obama’s between 2009 and 2017 eagerly promoted 
neoliberal globalisation. 

But the Republicans retained their intimate relationship 
with the bulk of the corporate rich. The Marxist historian Mike 
Davis dubbed Texas oilman George W Bush’s administration 
the political wing of the American Petroleum Institute. 

But now things are changing. According to the Financial 
Times newspaper, 15 chief executive officers of top 
corporations on the S&P 500 index are backing Donald 
Trump. “But twice as many big company CEOs have given to 
Democrat Joe Biden’s campaign, MarketWatch calculated,” 
it said. 

“James Murdoch, whose father Rupert controls Fox News, 
has become one of the top Democratic donors.” 

In a poll of directors of top companies, 77 percent said they 
would vote for Biden. Trump has more support among smaller 
businesses who look to him for protection from international 
competition.

Despite his flaunted and inflated super-rich status, 
Trump’s an outsider in the business establishment. “I would 
bring Donald Trump to our CEO summit years ago,” Jeffrey 
Sonnefeld of Yale School of Management told the Financial 
Times. “And the top tier CEOs would say, ‘Don’t bring him in 
here. We don’t consider him a top CEO.’” 

Outsider
Trump indeed played on being an outsider to win the 
presidency in 2016. He appealed to the anger of enough  
blue-collar whites who see themselves as the victims of 
corporate globalisation to tip the balance in his favour in the 
electoral college.

As he’s come under greater pressure, above all this year 
with the Covid-19 pandemic and the Black Lives Matter 
protests, Trump has doubled-down on this tactic. In many 
ways this is a radicalisation of the “Southern Strategy” that got 
Richard Nixon into the White House in 1968. Nixon played on 
the racist backlash against the Civil Rights Movement and the 
black inner-city revolts to win over white voters in the South 
who had traditionally supported the Democrats.

But he was able at the same time to hang onto the support 
of the corporate rich, at least until the Watergate scandal 
exploded. 

It looks as if Trump hasn’t succeeded in this balancing act. 
His polarising rhetoric, denunciations of “Antifa”, and appeals 
to far right militias may have hardened his white racist base. 
But they have scared away big business. 

These fears have been reinforced by Trump’s refusal to 
commit himself to a peaceful transition if he loses the election. 
Last week he said that it would be “totally inappropriate” if 
ballots were still being tallied after election day. 

The US Chamber of Commerce, the Business Roundtable 
and six other corporate lobby groups immediately issued a 
statement appealing for “patience” if the election count is 
protracted.

In other words, the existing two-party system has served 
US capitalism well. Preserving it is more important than any 
goodies that Trump might toss at business. 

Biden, even if he fulfils his promise to tax the wealthier 
more, is a safer pair of hands steering the US state.

But whatever happens this week, Sonnefeld “doubts that 
the Republicans can continue to accommodate a  
‘pro-expertise’ corporate cadre alongside its ‘rural,  
anti-intellectual conspiracy group’ for much longer”. 

Undermining the Republicans’ ability to act as a reliable 
instrument of big capital may be a major Trump legacy.

THE BLACK Lives Matter movement was central to building the mood against Trump  

Biden refused to tap into the 
power that can win change 
I N S P I R I N G  m a s s 
movements of struggle and 
resistance have sprung up 
repeatedly under Donald 
Trump’s reign.

 They show where the real 
power to beat Trump lies. Yet 
Joe Biden’s lacklustre cam-
paign refused to tap into this 
potential. 

Millions of people across 
the US have had enough of 
Trump. 

A poll in August revealed 
that 56 percent of people 
who planned to vote for 
Biden said their main reason 
for doing so was that he isn’t 
Trump. 

The anger has been fuelled 
by Trump’s disastrous han-
dling of the coronavirus 
pandemic, his racism and his 
backing of killer cops. 

Trump fought to keep 
businesses and workplaces 
open, then openly dismissed 
workers’ anger at the rising 
virus death toll. 

Response
In some workplaces, workers 
took action in response—
with strikes, walkouts and 
protests. 

Some 1,100 wildcat strikes 
have taken place in the US 
since March. 

But by far the greatest 
show of opposit ion to 
Trump was the Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) movement 
that exploded back onto the 
streets in May. 

BLM has become the larg-
est movement in US history. 

An estimated 26,000,000 
people have taken to the 
streets this year alone. 

Anger at the police murder 
of George Floyd quickly grew 
into a far-reaching struggle 
against a racist system. 

It raised radical changes to 
society and made them seem 
possible. 

It drastically altered the 
political mood and encour-
aged a confidence to resist 
Trump and the racism he 
encouraged. 

The  BLM movement 
crowned four years of resist-
ance to Trump. The five 

largest mass protests in US 
history took place during 
his presidency—beginning 
with the huge Women’s Day 
March the day after his inau-
guration in 2017. 

More mass protests met 
Trump’s assaults on Muslims, 
and migrants at the US 
border with Mexico.

 And there have been 
high-profile strikes—such 
as a major one by teachers 
in West Virginia, considered 
the heart of Trump country, 
in 2018. 

Yet all of this anger failed 
to stop Trump picking up 

significant votes. Biden, by 
campaigning on a ticket that 
promised a return to “nor-
mality”, failed to inspire 
many people. 

Many of the biggest unions 
in the US endorsed Biden for 
president. They included 
those representing “blue 
collar” workers that Trump 
claims back him. 

The United Steel Workers, 
the Teamsters, United Auto 
Workers, United Food and 
Commercial Workers union 
all backed Biden. 

So did the AFL-CIO federa-
tion, representing 55 unions 
with 12.5 million members.   

But Biden’s campaign failed 
to convince many workers. 

James Williams of the 
International Union of 
Painters and Allied Trades 
said Trump’s scapegoating 
and lies about jobs chimed 
with many. 

He said, “They connect 
with his fear-mongering 
going back to when he was 
first elected with, ‘Be afraid 
of the immigrant. The immi-
grant’s here to take your job.’  

“That resonated with our 
membership.” 

There is rightly deep bit-
terness in US society among 
working class people who have 
been failed by the system. 

The Democrats offer no 
solution to it.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

‘General strike’ raised
SOME TRADE unionists 
in the US raised the 
prospect of holding a 
general strike int he 
wake of the election. The 
moves followed Donald 
Trump’s threat that he 
would ignore the result.  

Union groups in 
New York, Seattle and 
western Massachusetts 
all passed motions 
backing a walkout.  

In Seattle, the MLK 
Labor federation 
of 150 unions said 
it was “committed 
to the defence of 
democratic rights”.  

The United Electrical, 
Radio and Machine 

Workers of America, 
with 35,000 members, 
encouraged “all 
union members to 
plan to participate 
in mass actions”.  

A general strike is 
not on the cards. 

But Dan Maloney of 
the Rochester-Genesee 
Valley Area Labor 
Federation said the idea 
had “gotten a lot more 
legs than I ever thought 
it  
   would”.  

Get organised
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Tories to blame for death 
of refugees in Channel 
FOUR REFUGEES—including two 
children—died last week after 
their boat sank off the coast of 
France as they tried to make it to 
safety in Britain. 

They drowned when their boat 
sank in the English Channel. 

A man, a woman and two children 
aged five and eight died after they 
were pulled from the water with  
14 other people. 

All those who died are the victims 
of racist murder by the British state 
and the European Union’s (EU) 
border regimes.

Weyman Bennett, co-convenor 
of Stand Up To Racism, said, “The 
appalling toll of refugee deaths 
must stop. 

“The Tories have to dismantle 
their immigration regime, which is 
killing people.

“Instead, the government rejected 
an amendment to its Immigration 
Bill that tried to ensure one of the 
few remaining safe and legal routes 
for children to travel to Britain 
remains open.”

The amendment, put forward 
by the former child refugee and 
Labour peer Alf Dubs, tried to keep 
European Union (EU) rules around 
family reunion after Brexit. 

The boat was carrying at least  
18 refugees, mainly people who 
have fled from Iraq and Iran.

Charity Care4Calais  said, 
“Refugees feel they have no other 
option but to take huge risks to 
make it to Britain and some pay 
with their lives.” 

It said refugees are pushed into 
attempting the dangerous crossing 
because they’re “living in miserable 
conditions on the streets of Calais, 
hounded by the police, and left with 
no clear, legal process to have their 
UK asylum cases heard”. 

Avalanche
The deaths were followed by an 
avalanche of hypocrisy from the 
Tories. 

Boris Johnson said it had been a 
“terrible incident”. 

Home secretary Priti Patel said it 
was “tragic news and I will do every-
thing I can to stop callous criminals 
exploiting vulnerable people”.

But the Tory government is to 
blame for refugee deaths in the 
channel.

People traffickers are small-time 
criminals whose business model 
depends on Britain and the EU’s 
border regime. 

Refugees wouldn’t be forced to 
turn to them if they had safe and 
legal routes into Britain.

A further crackdown on refugees 
will not stop people trying to make 
it to Britain—it will force them to 
take even more dangerous routes. 

The refugees trapped at Britain’s 
border in northern France have fled 
war, poverty and dictatorship. 

Those fleeing Iraq and Iran 

have had their lives torn apart by 
Western imperialism. 

The US and Britain’s invasion 
and occupation of Iraq killed a 
million people and unleashed a 
wave of destruction across the 
region.

And Donald Trump’s sanctions 
against Iran have made life there 
harder for millions of people.

In  France,  re fugees  face 
repression from the police and the 
political authorities.

The only solution to the horror 
is to open the border and let refu-
gees come to Britain using safe and 
legal routes.

On other pages...
Rosa Parks—Activist who fought 
tirelessly>>Page 16

ANTI-RACIST protesters on the way to Calais in 2016 � Picture: Guy Smallman

Horrific blaze claims lives
OVER 140 refugees have died 
in a shipwreck off the coast 
of Senegal, West Africa. 

The boat caught fire and 
capsized near Saint Louis off 
the coast of Senegal only a 
few hours into the journey. 

Some 59 people were 
rescued from the waves. 

One survivor said, “When 
the boat exploded I saw 
people, possibly dead, either 
side of me, but I was only 
thinking about saving myself.

“It was a fight for the 
jerry cans, I spent three 

hours hanging on to it.”
Refugees have been forced 

to take the perilous route 
to safety in Europe due to 
more stringent controls in 
north African countries.

IN BRIEF
Arrested for  
protesting at 
Islamophobia
COPS USED coronavirus 
legislation to arrest and fine 
Muslims protesting outside the 
French embassy in London on 
Friday of last week. 

They were protesting in 
the wake of French president 
Emmanuel Macron launching a 
new assault on Muslims. 

He used the horrific 
beheading of a teacher who 
showed racist cartoons to his 
class last month as a pretext to 
ramp up Islamophobia. 

Placards included, “Hands 
off my hijab” and, “The biggest 
terrorist is Macron.” 

The Metropolitan Police said 
“officers made a total of three 
arrests” and “13 people have 
also reported for consideration 
of a fixed penalty notice”. 

The laws are a threat to civil 
liberties and democratic rights.  

Socialist Worker opposed the 
state grabbing more powers for 
itself at the beginning of the 
pandemic. 

Amendments 
considered to 
Immigration Bill
MPS WERE set to debate the 
Tories’ racist Immigration Bill on 
Thursday.

They are considering 
amendments made by the 
Lords to the proposed law, 
which dumps free movement 
and paves the way for a “points 
based immigration system”.

The Home Office has already 
quietly published the new rules, 
which will largely come into 
force from 1 December.

They create a false division 
between “skilled workers” and 
those it deems “unskilled”.

The law will make it harder for 
migrants to build a life in Britain. 

While the bill ends free 
movement, the new regulations 
come from a Tory law from the 
1970s that aimed to clamp down 
on immigration from Britain’s 
former colonies. 

The Immigration Act 1971 gave 
the home secretary sweeping 
powers to determine who can 
come into the country. 

FIGURE IT OUT

5,000
The number of refugees 
Britain is supposed to resettle. 
This has been suspended 
during coronavirus

 300
refugees have died trying to 
cross the English Channel 
since 1999
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Pro-choice 
protests 
bring mood 
of rebellion 
to Poland 
by ELLISIV ROGNLIEN and  
ANDY ZEBROWSKI

MASS PRO-CHOICE protests in 
Poland are growing. We are now 
seeing the biggest movement 
since demonstrations were 
legalised 30 years ago.

A march on Warsaw last Friday 
was 100,000-strong, according to 
organisers and the city council.

There were also big protests in 
other cities and towns on the same 
day. 

The ultra conservative Law and 
Justice (PiS) government has been 
shaken. It has lost some 10 percent 
support in opinion polls since the 
protests began.

The constitutional tribunal 
decision on 22 October that 
sparked the protests banned abor-
tions where there are severe foetal 
defects. It would effectively outlaw 
almost all abortions in Poland.

Everybody knows that the ruling 
was ordered by PiS leader Jaroslaw 
Kaczynski. He had counted on the 
record numbers of Covid infections 
and deaths keeping people off the 
streets.

Hated
Now he is hated more than any 
other politician. The protests have 
even reached PiS supporting small 
towns. The government does not 
know which way to turn.

Some PiS politicians have 
adopted a conciliatory tone, as has 
president Andrzej Duda. But their 
confused proposal to very slightly 
circumvent the tribunal decision 
has been universally rejected by the 
pro‑choice side.

Women want the decision 
annulled at the very least—and 
increasing numbers are arguing for 
abortion on demand.

On the other hand, justice 
minister and public prosecutor gen-
eral Zbigniew Ziobro has threatened 
protest organisers with eight-year 
prison terms. But the backlash is 
not stopping people from taking to 
the streets.

The National Women’s Strike 

protest organisers called for a strike 
on Wednesday of last week. 

Under pressure from students, 
teachers and lecturers, rectors and 
directors shut some schools and col-
leges and called off video teaching. 
Individuals also decided to take 
days off work.

Although there were no mass 
strikes, the focus on the work-
place has pushed unions to issue 
statements supporting the women’s 
protests.

Unions that have done this 
include one of the two biggest fed-
erations, the OPZZ, and the biggest 
union in the country, the ZNP.

Aid
The “August 80” union, whose 
greatest strength is among miners, 
offered free legal aid for anyone 
facing repression.

This support is important and 
needs to be turned into strikes. 
The movement now has deep 
roots. People are coming out 
from housing estates to join in the 
demonstrations.

There is a mood of radicalisation 
and revolt all over the country.
Ellisiv Rognlien and Andy Zebrowski 
are members of Pracownicza 
Demokracja (Workers Democracy), 
the sister organisation of the SWP in 
Poland

BACK STORY
Poland’s constitutional tribunal 
has banned abortions where 
there are severe foetal defects
lPoland already has some of 
the most draconian anti-abortion 
laws in the world
lAlmost all legal abortions in 
Poland are currently performed 
due to foetal defects
lBetween 150,000-200,000 
women a year are forced to go 
abroad or have expensive, illegal 
abortions MASSIVE PRO-CHOICE demonstration in Warsaw�

BELARUS

Movement against Lukashenko faces 
repression amid dangerous stalemate
THE BELARUSIAN regime has 
gone on the offensive after 
opposition leaders’ call for a 
general strike failed to break the 
stalemate. 

Opposition leader Svetlana 
Tichanovskaya had threatened 
that “all enterprises will begin a 
strike, all roads will be blocked” 
on Monday last week if president 
Aleksander Lukashenko didn’t 
resign. 

Thousands of people faced 
down increasing police violence in 
the 12th week of mass protests in 
the wake of a rigged election in the 
eastern European country. 

Responded
Students responded with walkouts 
and protests at universities in the 
Minsk. 

And workers protested at some 
companies, including the Minsk 
Tractor Factory, the Belaruskali 
fertiliser mines and the Grodno 
Azot chemicals complex.

But workers’ resistance has 
failed to take off at dozens of 
state-owned companies in the 
same way it did in August. Where 
workers did take action, reports 

suggest it was patchy, unsustained 
and had no significant impact on 
production.

Many businesses closed and 
some of their workers took 
a holiday in solidarity with 
protesters. But there is a vast 
difference between a workers’ 
collective action to shut down 
profits and small businesses not 
opening for the day.

Potential
There were some signs of 
workers still trying to fight back 
collectively—and of the potential 
power they have. 

Photographs sent out by the 
Belaruskali strike committee 
broadcast list show several 
workshops at VI Kozlov electro 
engineering works in Minsk at a 
standstill. 

One statement says, “Two 
workshops, the 16th and the 6th, 
are on strike. 

“Stopping work on them means 
stopping the work of the entire 
plant—3,000 people.” 

Kozlov bosses responded by 
sacking at least 100 workers at 
the plant who had supported the 

strike. For now, the stalemate 
between Lukashenko and the 
opposition remains. 

Tichanovskaya and the liberal 
opposition are courting European 
leaders while Lukashenko hopes to 
ride out the protests with Russian 
backing. 

But neither the West nor Russia 
are on the side of Belarusian 
workers, democracy or social 
justice. 

Western leaders, who 
hypocritically pose as defenders of 
freedom in Belarus, were willing to 
work with the Lukashenko regime 
only a few months ago. 

Meanwhile, Russia’s president 
Putin’s patience is wearing 
thin with his unreliable ally 
Lukashenko. 

If the Lukashenko regime 
survives with Putin’s help, he 
will demand a restructuring 
of Belarusian capitalism in the 
interests of Russian imperialism. 

A return to mass strikes has the 
power to break the Lukashenko 
regime—and to fight for an 
alternative to Western and Russian 
interests.
Tomáš Tengely-Evans

More online
Longer version at  
bit.ly/pro-choice-transform-poland
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Pick ’n’ mix 
the facts
I DON’T have much 
truck with the idea of 
“fake news”. But what 
is the state of British 
journalism these days?

The news  that 
Woolworths was  
re-opening was picked 
up by the national press, 
even though it was 
completely false. 

A sixth former, 
undertaking an 
experiment for his 
A-Levels, was behind 
the prank. Editors 
everywhere should be 
embarrassed. 

Janet Dyer
East London

Boris book 
may be useful
I ENJOYED your review 
of the Boris Johnson 
biography The Gambler 
(Socialist Worker, 28 
October). 

Sounds like a book 
that will come in handy 
when the bog roll runs 
out again. 

Jo Hudson
On Facebook

We need 
more protests
GOOD FOR the people 
protesting against the 
Tories’ job cuts and free 
school meal attacks, 
(Socialist Worker, 24 
October).

It’s passionate action. 
If 14 million people who 
voted against the Tories 
took to the streets, 
imagine the change. 

Victoria Mitchell
On Facebook

Blood is on 
Tories’ hands
HOME SECRETARY Priti 
Patel insists she is “truly 
saddened to learn of the 
tragic loss of life” after 
four refugees died in the 
Channel.

The Tories have made 
a safe route into Britain 
near impossible for 
refugees. 

They have waged a 
campaign of unremitting 
hostility against refugees. 

Now they pretend to 
feel pity for them when 
they die as a direct 
consequence of Tory 
anti-refugee policies.

They have blood on 
their hands.

Sasha Simic
On Facebook

lWE SHOULD stand in 
solidarity with refugees 
trying to come to Britain.

Open the borders.
Susanne Ripon

Sheffield

Just a 
thought...

NHS solidarity		

Pay and privatisation battles in health
I’M A healthcare assistant 
and the government cuts 
are making a huge 
difference to how we’re 
able to deal with 
Covid-19.

The government has 
gotten rid of the “safe 
staffing” levels on wards 
so things take longer to 
get done. 

As a result, patients are 
in discomfort for longer 
than they should be and 
workers are run off their 
feet. 

Alongside reinstating 
safe staffing levels, there 
needs to be a proper pay 
rise. The last one was a 

stitch up, and a  
15 percent rise will make 
it easier to recruit and 
retain workers. 

And any rise also needs 
to go to the outsourced 
workers who are the 
lowest paid—not just 

those directly employed 
by the NHS.

At the moment, any 
extra money in the health 
service ends up in the 
hands of the private 
sector. 

This has to end and 
workers be brought back 
in-house.

It’s time for the unions 
to get involved and they 
have to agree on the 
amount. 

The fight for better 
patient care and decent 
pay is still there to be 
won. 

Tamsin Mills
Coventry

Watch out 
Starmer
LABOUR LEADER Keir 
Starmer has mown one 
cyclist down, and he may 
be back for more.

Joking aside, the Labour 
leader was driving a SUV.

His chosen mode of 
transport shows his 
promises to take action on 
the climate crisis aren’t 
worth the bales of hemp 
they were written on.

Back during the Labour 
leadership campaign, he 
said the environmental 
crisis was the biggest 
challenge facing Britain. 

Presumably that 
challenge didn’t extend to 
changing his personal 
behaviour and getting a less 
polluting vehicle to cart 
himself about in.  
Or—perish the thought— 
getting a bicycle. 

But, then again, you know 
what those awful north 
London drivers are like.

Alistair Farrow
Oxfordshire 

Students 
can fight
IT’S TEN years ago this 
month since the student 
tuition fees revolt.

It was a lesson about the 
kind of impact we can have. 

It doesn’t surprise me 
that the National Union of 
Students isn’t doing 
anything about the 
coronavirus crisis—it had to 
be forced into action over 
tuition fees. 

The current student rent 
strikes are a brilliant idea.

Going out in the open air 
to protest, like we did in 
2010, would give confidence 
to others to fight.

Fran Manning
South London

Fight the Tories, don’t 
defend Labour right
SOCIALIST WORKER was 
absolutely right to say we 
shouldn’t trust Andy 
Burnham.

It was clear that socialists 
support his call for an 
extension to the Tories’ 
furlough scheme.

But it’s crucial that 
Socialist Worker retains an 
independent critique of 
reformist politics. 

Burnham is not leading 
the fight—he has not called 
for protests since the Tories 
imposed the lockdown deal. 

It’s more about his 
ambition inside Labour. 

Criticism of Corbyn, Labour 
and the limits of reformism 
proved vital.

So our starting point 
cannot be “we agree with 
Andy.” Huge anger at the 
Tories has to be channelled 
in the right direction.

Socialist Worker has 
clearly spelled out the kind 
of strategy and tactics 
needed to win support for 
the People Before Profit 
programme. We have to be 
clear about our position—
unity in action is urgent

Phil Turner
Sheffield

Gardner’s occupation drove 
others to fight Thatcherism
THE OCCUPATION of the Gardner’s 
factory 40 years ago (Socialist 
Worker, 28 October) was an 
inspiration to many workplaces.

I had been the union convenor 
at Staffa Products in Leyton, east 
London, until a few months before 
the Gardner’s strike. 

I argued to fight the 
redundancies we were faced with. 
At the shop floor meeting I and 
others lost the vote two to one. We 
had separated those for and against 
a fight into groups so that everyone 
could see who had voted to fight.

A year later, the closure of the 
factory was announced. 

Most of the experienced shop 
stewards had been sacked in an 
earlier round of redundancies. 

The new union committee 
decided to invite Tommy Macafee 
from the Gardner’s occupation.

As a result of Tommy’s 
inspirational description of the 
Gardner’s fight, the committee 
decided to occupy. 

This time there was an 
overwhelming vote to fight and 
there was a three-week sit-in, 
which was forced out by a night-
time raid by the police. 

The strike went on for three 
more weeks. 

The solidarity and organisation 
of the workers was fantastic. 

And it broke down the barriers 
between the predominantly Asian 
night shift and the black and white 
workers on days. 

Although the occupation and 
strike ultimately lost, it 
transformed the people involved. 

As one machine shop worker 
said to me a few months later, “We 
should have taken them on the 
first time, we could have beaten 
them then.” 

The management had spent tens 
of thousands of pounds on 
consultants advising how to break 
the union. 

Now is always the best time to 
fight, don’t let the management 
get organised.

Thanks to Tommy, Mick and the 
rest at Gardner’s for the 
inspiration. Have a great reunion.

Pete Wearden
Bournemouth
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YOUNG WORKERS SPEAK OUT

‘THE TORIES 
DON’T CARE 
ABOUT US’ 
The furlough scheme has been extended for a month 
as a new partial lockdown begins. But the move came 
too late for many workers who have already been made 
unemployed. Isabel Ringrose argues the Tories are 
prioritising the needs of business over ordinary people

T
HE ECONOMIC impact of 
the pandemic has devas-
tated millions of workers’ 
lives across Britain.

Bosses have slashed jobs 
and the Tories have failed to 

protect workers. And it’s black workers, 
the low paid and young workers who 
have been worst affected.  

Unemployment was at 4.5 percent in 
August, up from 4.1 percent in May. This 
meant 1.5 million workers out of a job, 
with 16-24 year-olds accounting for 60 
percent of the increase.

According to a new report by the 
Resolution Foundation, unemploy-
ment rates in September may be three 
points higher than pre-crisis. This 
means 2.5 million unemployed workers 
in September, or a rate of over seven 
percent.

“I was in London but now I’ve had to 
move back in with my parents,” Mark 
told Socialist Worker.

“I’d been furloughed since the start 
of the scheme, but when the changes 
started to come in my employer didn’t 
keep me.”

Programme
Chancellor Rishi Sunak’s furlough pro-
gramme was set to end on 31 October 
and be replaced by the Job Support 
Scheme (JSS). 

Two million workers relied on the fur-
lough when it was set to shut, meaning 
an avalanche of job losses.

But it was temporarily extended 
because a new partial lockdown was 
announced last Saturday.  

But of course, even with the furlough 
scheme, workers receive only 80 percent 
of their previous wage. A 20 percent 

pay cut means poverty for many. Self-
employed people receive just 40 percent 
of their previous earning‑—although 
this was set to be reviewed this week. 

Food aid charities have identified the 
emergence of Britain’s “newly hungry”. 
This is a fast-growing group of people 
who were previously in what they 
thought were secure jobs. 

They have now been dumped and are 
forced to use food banks and claim wel-
fare benefits for the first time.

And it is very hard to find new jobs.
“The competition for what little work 

there is at the moment is only going to 
get harder”, Mark said.

“Once furlough ends more people will 
be let go and there will be more of us 
looking for fewer and fewer jobs.”

Mental health support worker Simon 
was furloughed until the government 
announced employers needed to con-
tribute more to their workers’ pay. 

He fought to remain on furlough but 
had to leave his job to avoid being forced 
back to work and putting his health at 
risk. “I’m used to the Tories skulking 

The youth jobless crisis
THE RESOLUTION Foundation, the 
think tank behind the report, said 
by August the youth unemployment 
rate was 13.1 percent—up from 10.8 
percent the previous year.

And three months into the 
pandemic, a third of employees 
aged 18-24 lost their jobs or were 
furloughed, compared with one in 
six older adults.

Nicole, a young worker in 
Birmingham, told Socialist Worker 
that she was made redundant 
because of the pandemic.

“My degree is in events 
management and I have worked in 
the events industry for four years. 
I became redundant because all 
our events were cancelled due to 
Covid-19, so the company wasn’t 
making any money.

“It had a huge effect and now I am 
working in a completely different 
sector so that I can cover my bills.”

According to the report, there 
were 750,000 unemployed  
18-24-year olds as of September. 
It is expected that there will be an 
additional 620,000 young people 
unemployed by the end of the year.

Becky, a Film and Television 
Production graduate from London 
told Socialist Worker, “I’ve worked 
really hard at university for three 
years and I can’t even start my career 
because I can’t start earning money.

“It feels like I’m regressing from 
having place and purpose—I’ve 
applied to my 51 jobs.”

The Kickstart Scheme, which 
began in September, claims to fund 
employers to create jobs for 16-24 
year olds

But the scheme just supports CV 
writing and interview preparation.

The Resolution Foundation report 
says “the Government will need to 
be more proactive if it wishes to see 
swift outflows from unemployment 
for more workers. That should 
involve helping the unemployed find 
work and ensure that new jobs are 
created.”

The situation facing young 
workers is bleak. “Being unemployed 

after a few months I started to feel 
lost and very unmotivated to do 
anything”, Nicole said.

“I would come across roles that 
were asking for a certain amount of 
experience, which was impossible 
for any young adult.”

Becky said, “The government 
needs to stop blaming young people 
for coronavirus when they’ve been 
telling us to Eat Out to Help Out, go 
back to school, work and university 
purely so they don’t lose money.”

And the toll of unemployment is 
having a profound effect on mental 
health.

Counselling Directory saw a 175 
percent increase in 18-24 year olds 
looking for mental health resources 
compared to last year.

The greatest increases came from 
cities where Covid-19 restrictions 
have been stricter.

“My mental health is suffering 
and hasn’t been this low in a while. 
And winter is already hard enough,” 
said Becky. “I feel like my life is so 
stagnant. It’s purgatory and I hate 
feeling so useless.”

The homelessness charity 
Centrepoint has warned that only 
two in five young people currently 
furloughed think their role would be 
eligible for the new JSS.

And they found that a third of 
young adults don’t think they would 
have a safe place to live if they didn’t 
have additional support, with many 
relying on family and friends.
Support the People Before Profit emergency 
programme peoplebefore-profit.com

Extending the 
furlough still means 
that millions of 
wokers face a  
20 percent pay cut  

‘‘ 

A third of employees 
aged 18-24 lost their 
jobs or were 
furloughed

‘‘ 
around pretending to be about compas-
sion and fairness. But in this situation 
they have been so brazen and it chills 
you to the bone,” he said.

Mark said, “The Tories are throwing 
money to their friends but not to people 
who want to work and make the world 
a better place. It’s a kick in the teeth.”

“They want to put profit before ordi-
nary people.”

And the Tories’ response to the entire 
pandemic has been driven by their slav-
ish commitment to supporting busi-
nesses and propping up the profit 
system.

Salaries
Bosses have relied on state handouts 

during the pandemic, yet their senior 
management and shareholders continue 
to trouser profits and huge salaries. 

These companies should be brought 
into public ownership. Workers and 
people who use services could make 
decisions instead of a tiny cabal of 
bosses. 

A bold programme of renationalisa-
tion would mean money went into actu-
ally improving services and workers’ 
conditions instead of being sucked  

into the bank accounts of top 
management. 

Periods of deep crisis, like the coro-
navirus pandemic, make it all the more 
important to raise these demands. 

Call centre worker Jasmine was fur-
loughed from April until June when her 
temporary contract ran out, and she was 
forced to give up her flat in London. 

“People all over the country are 
having to make really hard decisions. 
I’m able to stay at my partner’s parents, 
but otherwise I would’ve had to work in 
an unsafe workplace,” she said.

“It’s cruel, heartless and horrible. The 
Tories made clear political decisions to 
bail out big businesses while the rest of 
us have to suffer.

Jasmine added, “If Johnson thinks he 
can’t survive on his wage of £150,000 
how can someone on £20,000 or less 
pay bills and rent?

“The divide between the ruling class 
and working class has become crystal 
clear.”

A fightback against the Tories and to 
defend jobs and benefits is vital. 
Some workers’ names have been changed. 
Read the full Resolution Foundation report 
at bit.ly/ResReport 

O
NE in 
five black 
workers 
who were 
furloughed 

during the first 
lockdown have since 
lost their jobs.

And according to the 
report 22 percent of 
black workers who were 
furloughed in lockdown 
were no longer working 
in September.

In comparison 
the survey showed 
an average rate 
of unemployment 
following furlough of  
9 percent. 

Aishah is a young 
black worker whose 
contract ran out in 
August. She told 
Socialist Worker how 

difficult it had been 
trying to look for work 
since.

“What I did before 
was clerk work where 
you get trained up. 
But there’s not many 
of those opportunities 
about,” she said.

Black workers are 
also more worried 
about redundancies 
than white workers. 

The report said 
65 percent of black 
respondents were 
making “efforts 
to respond pre-
emptively to the risk 
of unemployment” 
compared to an average 
of 45 percent of people 
generally.

Aishah said, “I’m not 
surprised that black 

people are being hit 
hardest. Black people 
tend to be working 
frontline jobs that are 
lower paid and they’re 
the ones that are most 
impacted.

“Many cleaners or 
retail workers are black 
and in a pandemic, 
if companies are 
struggling, they’re most 
likely the first to go.”

During the first 
lockdown the Tories 
made sure they were 
seen clapping for carers 
every Wednesday. 

But now they are 
putting jobs on the line.

Aishah said, “I’ve 
been thinking about 
Universal Credit. 

“But having been 
brought up on benefits 

I think it sunk in quite 
deeply that if you rely 
on the state you’re 
failing.

“The government 
should help you out, 
but they create such a 
stigma it becomes the 
last thing you want to 
do.

“They blame you for 
their mistakes.”

Honest
Young black worker 
Harjeevan, lives in 
London and said that 
“the government has 
been open about how 
they don’t care.”

He explained that his 
employer didn’t bother 
to put him on furlough 
at the beginning of 
the pandemic, and 

he’s struggled to find 
work since. “Before the 
pandemic, finding jobs 
was already difficult. I 
had part time work as a 
cover teacher through 
an agency,” he said.

“But then the 
pandemic hit, and the 
agency didn’t furlough 
me and left me in the 
cold.

“I waited ages to get 
Universal Credit and I 
was offered a new role 
at another school. 

“But because of the 
pandemic they couldn’t 
guarantee my safety.

“The day after I 
turned down the job, 
coronavirus hit the 
school.

“Now I’m at my 
computer working on 

my CV applying for  
jobs every day. I’ve 
applied to get work 
experience, but I won’t 
be paid.”

The pandemic comes 
on top of long-standing, 
systematic racism. 

The Centre for Social 
Investigation at Nuffield 
College released a 
report showing that 
pre-pandemic, black 
workers already had 
to send 70-90 percent 
more applications than 
white British workers.

“It’s structural 
racism,” Harjeevan 
explained. Racism is 
used as a method to 
divide the working 
class. Keeping black 
and young communities 
in precarious situations 

allows them to be easy 
scapegoats for various 
media outlets, the 
government and large 
corporations.”

And if the furlough 
ends it is going to make 
people’s lives so much 
harder. 

“It will mean a winter 
of utter depression, 
because people will 
have no money to 
get Christmas gifts, 
celebrate New Year 
and enjoy themselves,” 
Harjeevan said.

Aishah added, “The 
pandemic is very much 
still here. We have the 
highest death rate since 
May. 

“The Tories have to 
be pushed to look after 
ordinary people.”

TORY chancellor Rishi 
Sunak is overseeing a 
jobs massacre (left).
Workers such as Simon, 
Harjeevan and Becky 
are struggling to find 
work (above) 

Black workers have been hit disproportionately by the emergency
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
ONLINE MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to 
discuss political issues 
and local interventions. 
All welcome.

LONDON: HARINGEY
How can Palestine be free?
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm
459-388-1576

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS 

BRISTOL
People Before Profit launch
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm
926-0738-7067 
Password PBPBris
SOUTHAMPTON
The Matchwomen’s Strike
With Unite Community & 
Southampton People’s Assembly
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm
381-513-5080

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers 
Party is holding online 
meetings during the 
coronavirus  
crisis.

This is to ensure 
that there can still 
be collective local 
discussion, organising 
and actions. 

Most of the meetings 
will be held using the 
Zoom system. 

Download the Zoom 
app onto your phone 
or computer and 
just before the time 
given for your local 
meeting ask to “Join a 
meeting”. 

�You can then enter the 
number printed on this 
page for  
the appropriate 
meeting. 

The password for all 
meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look 
at the SWP Facebook 
page  
facebook.com/ 
SocialistWorkersParty 
for news of national 
online meetings and 
other updates.

BIRMINGHAM
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm
281-634-5938

BLACK COUNTRY
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm
352-891-2411

BOLTON AND WIGAN
Thu 12 Nov, 6.30pm
872-5136-9540

BRADFORD
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm 
885-9187-7552

BRIGHTON AND HOVE
Thu 12 Nov, 6.30pm 
818-1857-1448

BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm
446-409-5118

CAMBRIDGE
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm
681-800-4408

CARDIFF
Wed 11 Nov, 
7.30pm
630-181-4857

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 12 Nov, 
6.30pm
829-532-8731

COVENTRY
Wed 11 Nov, 
7.30pm
823-945-1917

CREWE AND  
STOKE-ON-TRENT
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm
861-4394-0431

DUNDEE, ABERDEEN 
& PERTH
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708

EAST MIDLANDS
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm
354-874-4790

EDINBURGH
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm
431-459-112

GLASGOW
Thu 12 Nov, 6.30pm
851-5254-7239

HARLOW
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480

HUDDERSFIELD
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm
290-168-1804

KENT
Thu 12 Nov, 8.15pm
434-623-8064

LANCASTER
Thu 12 Nov, 6.30pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm
935-5290-8076

LIVERPOOL
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm
493-925-5919

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm
798-534-2585

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm
874-012-7970

LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm
899-4622-5649

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm
497-196-1801

LONDON: SOUTH EAST

Thu 12 Nov, 7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm
818-391-0420

LONDON:  WALTHAM 
FOREST
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm
543-023-057

LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Thu 12 Nov, 6pm
464-857-8247

MANCHESTER
Wed 11 Nov, 
7.15pm
323-178-7151

NEWCASTLE
Wed 11 Nov, 7pm
368-595-2712

NORWICH
Wed 11 Nov, 7.30pm
906-652-5299
OXFORD
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm
889-0187-5695

PLYMOUTH
Thu 12 Nov, 
7pm
854-8166-0713

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 11 Nov, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809

SHEFFIELD AND 
SOUTH YORKSHIRE
Thu 12 Nov, 7.30pm
528-174-9278

SWANSEA & WEST WALES
Thu 12 Nov, 7pm
902-964-963

YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Wed 11 Nov, 
7.30pm
827-489-7492

Crisis and polarisation...
Where next after the US election?

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to 
Engels by Camilla Royle 
£4

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege explain 
racism? by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad 
and Weyman Bennett, £3

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquires@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ
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 Looted---an understated look at a life going nowhere 
FILM
LOOTED
Directed by Rene Pannevis 
In cinemas from 6 November

LOOTED IS billed as a 
crime thriller, but it’s not 
really that at all.

Instead this is a slow 
paced, claustrophobic, 
but absorbing picture of 
how people live with each 
other when they’ve got no 
future and nowhere to go.

Rob is a young man 
who has to look after his 
dad, dying of asbestos 
poisoning after working 
at sea. 

He tells his dad he’s 
out looking for work, but 
really he’s out stealing 
cars. The publicity says 
Rob lives “at 100 miles an 
hour”. But it doesn’t really 
seem like that. 

He lives a stressful 
but monotonous life in a 
place that looks like it’s 
probably Teesside. 

Nobody likes living 
there, but they haven’t 
really got anywhere else 
to go. 

So they just live through 
it in a haze of spliffs and 
cans of cheap lager.

The real strength of 
the film is the quiet, 

understated, and most of 
all realistic, conversations 
the characters have with 
each other.

Tom Fisher is 
especially good as Rob’s 
dad, Oswald. Thomas 
Turgoose—best known for 
This is England—is also 
very convincing as his best 
friend Leo.

Oswald keeps talking 
of how his job helped him 
get away. He wants the 
same for his son. 

But looking at how 
the job will kill his dad, 
after leaving him without 
support or compensation, 
Rob doesn’t see it that 

way. All he’s got for money 
and fun is stealing cars.

He doesn’t so much 
keep the bits of his life 
separate as he does 
tenuously manage 
them just to hold things 
together. 

That’s until it all 
goes wrong, in an event 
that leaves everything 
shattered, but somehow 
no further forward or back 
than it was before.

It’s almost an  
anti-climax, ending with 
a sense that life goes on 
even when it doesn’t seem 
to be going anywhere.
Nick Clark

 Subsequent Moviefilm for  
 make benefit of liberalism
The second Borat film caught the US right in compromising positions. But, 
writes Richard Donnelly, its own liberal racism shouldn’t get a free pass
SACHA BARON Cohen has come a 
long way since he was introduced 
to us as Ali G in 1998. 

He used his trademark interviews 
under a number of alter egos to 
reveal the stupidity and hypocrisy of 
the rich, famous and powerful.

More recently, he has also made 
the transition to more serious drama. 

He’s played anti-war activist Abbie 
Hoffman in the fantastic film The 
Trial of the Chicago 7, but also an 
Israeli spy, Eli Cohen.

So Borat—Subsequent Moviefilm 
is a return to Cohen’s comedy roots. 

It caused a political storm in the 
United States. 

Controversy centred on a sequence 
in which Maria Bakalova, Cohen’s 
co-star, interviews former New York 
mayor Rudy Giuliani in a hotel room.

Bakalova plays Borat’s 15 year old 
daughter, who is also a right wing 
television reporter that admires 
close allies of Donald Trump such the  
76 year old Giuliani.

Assuming she is a real journalist, 
Giuliani fawns over Bakalova and 
strokes her arms before they retire 
to the bedroom to drink whiskey 
together.

Reaches
Giuliani then lays on the bed and 
reaches down his trousers.

Whatever is about to happen is 
cut short when Cohen unexpectedly 
jumps out of a wardrobe. But the 
damage to Giuliani has already been 
done.

It is a compromising piece of 
footage for a politician who has 
campaigned for “family values” for 
much of his career.

“That scene” has won the film 
huge acclaim from the liberal media 

in the US. It praises how the film 
exposes both the bigotry and silliness 
of Trump’s most hardline supporters.

In another scene, Cohen poses as 
a country singer at a demonstration 
against public health measures. 

He manages to induce the assem-
bled gun-toting Trump supporters into 
a singalong about the “Wuhan Flu”.

They join in with lyrics about 
“chopping up journalists like the 

Saudis do”. Cohen has nerves of steel, 
and his expertise as a prankster is put 
to good use making fun of the right 
wing in US society.

Yet no matter how many out 
and out far right racists he exposes, 
Cohen’s performance leaves a bad 
taste in the mouth.

Ultimately, much of the humour 
here is based on Borat fulfilling a 
racist stereotype. 

It’s that of an Asian man from a 
Muslim country who is antisemitic, 
misogynistic and does not under-
stand the modern world.

Subsequent Moviefilm ends up 
saying as much about the blind 
spot that liberalism has for its own 
Islamophobia as it does about the 
racism of the right.
Borat—Subsequent Moviefilm is 
available now on Amazon Prime

LIBERALS LOVE Sacha Baron Cohen for mocking the right. But they don’t mind him mocking Asians either 

Rob steals cars in Looted

NOVEL
MR WILDER & ME
By Jonathan Coe 
Out on Thursday 5 November

JONATHAN COE’S latest 
novel might be described 
as “life-affirming” but it is 
so much better than that 
makes it sound.

Mr Wilder & Me begins 
with a middle aged woman, 
Calista, dealing with worries 
about her daughters.

One daughter is 
emigrating to study, and 
Calista’s career in film 
scores is largely in the 
past—leaving her feeling 
that no one needs her.

At first it seems like a 
nicely-written novel about 
a fairly ordinary woman. 
We quickly learn that her 
life has been anything but 
ordinary.

Calista has a fascinating 
past, including a stint 
working with top Hollywood 
director Billy Wilder. 

When the book delves 
back to this time, it reveals 
her as a much more 
complex character. And 

it shows how 
people experience similar 
troubles and anxieties, 
regardless of their position 
in the world.

Wilder is trying to make 
a film about an ageing 
actor who is past her best. 
It’s a metaphor for how he 
feels as a director. 

He wants to make films 
that are “a little bit elegant, 
a little bit beautiful”. But 
the world has moved on and 
modern directors focus on 
misery and despair instead.

There is a very powerful 
scene where he talks 
about his painful search to 
discover what happened 
to his mother in the wake 
of the Nazi Holocaust. You 
get the sense that Wilder 
wants to produce films that 
provide an escape because 
his reality has been so grim.

Back in the present day, 
Calista figures out how best 
to deal with the issues in 
her life and her family. 

For all her fears about 
being a has-been, she is 
still learning and going on 
to have new experiences.

Mr Wilder & Me is 
wonderfully written and I 
was sad when I finished it. 
Read it if you want to feel 
better about humanity. 
Sadie Robinson
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S
ocialist Worker 
agrees with 
a l l  t h o s e 
campaigners 
and socialists 
w h o  a r e 

outraged by the attack on 
Jeremy Corbyn.

We stand with those who 
are fighting Keir Starmer’s 
attacks.

But the assault has 
underlined fundamental 
problems with Labour.

Starmer has pushed 
Corbyn out to demonstrate 
that Labour will be a reli-
able choice to maintain the 
bosses’ system and run it 
more effectively than the 
Tories. 

He won’t raise any deci-
sive break from pro-corpo-
rate economics, even in the 
middle of a world-altering 
pandemic. 

He won’t interfere with the 
fundamentals of ownership—
even as it becomes obvious 
that we need democratic 
planning, not the domination 
of capitalist profit-making.

He won’t question the mili-
tary and the state. Indeed, he’s 
made Labour being “patriotic” 
and a loyal supporter of the 
armed forces central to his 
leadership.

That is why he has spent 
months seeking “national 
unity” with Boris Johnson’s 
murderous government while 
it implemented toxic policies 
around coronavirus. 

It’s why he called the Black 
Lives Matter movement a 
“moment” and denounced the 
toppling of a slaver’s statue in 
Bristol.

This is what Labourism looks 
like—obsessed only with elec-
toral calculation, centred on 
parliament and looking to 
change within the system.

Many of Corbyn’s supporters 
who flocked into the party 
to vote for him were revolted 
by previous Labour leaders’ 
records. Corbyn represented 
hope, an apparently different 
way forward. 

Swept
For five years nearly all of the 
left was swept by the belief that 
Corbyn as leader could shake 
off the experience of previous 
Labour governments. 

Certainly, Corbyn boosted 
everyone who wanted to see 
resistance, and made it easier 
to talk about socialism. But the 
other side of his rise was that 
many activists burrowed into 
Labour and stopped any sort of 
mobilisation outside it. 

There were fewer, and 
smaller, demonstrations in 
defence of the NHS or against 
austerity.

It was all justified by the 
hopes invested in making 
Corbyn prime minister. The 
2019 general election shattered 
those hopes. 

Now the question is not 
whether Corbyn can be in  
10 Downing Street—but 
whether he is allowed to be a 
party member. The left is good 
at forgetting failures, and we all 

want to concentrate on positive 
resistance and united action. 

But it’s time for a balance 
sheet.

The Labour Party is not a 
vehicle for change and social-
ism. Its reliance on MPs, the 
central role given to trade union 
leaders, and its elevation of 
elections and parliament affect 
every element of the party.

It’s not just Starmer who is 
prepared to make concession 
after concession to the ruling 
class and the Labour right. It 

happens under every Labour 
leader. Corbyn backed off 
over Trident nuclear missiles, 
a second EU referendum, the 
right of the Scottish parliament 
to determine whether to hold 
another referendum and more.

And under his leadership 
there were expulsions.

Corbyn was supposedly sus-
pended for saying “the scale 
of the problem” of antisem-
itism within the Labour Party 
was “dramatically overstated 
for political reasons”. This was 

done “by our opponents inside 
and outside the party, as well as 
by much of the media”.

This is almost exactly the 
same reason that disciplinary 
action was taken against Chris 
Williamson MP—when Corbyn 
was leader.

On Labour’s response to 
claims it was riddled with anti-
semitism, Williamson said, 
“We’ve backed off far too much, 
we’ve given too much ground, 
we’ve been too apologetic.” 

That was enough for him 
eventually to be removed.

Under Corbyn’s leadership 
left winger Ken Livingstone 
was driven out, while impe-
rialist warmonger Tony Blair 
remained.

L
EADING left wingers 
have been expelled 
before. In the 1930s, 
after Labour prime 
minster  Ramsay 
MacDonald joined 

the Tories in a national gov-
ernment, Labour was reduced 
to a rump of just 52 MPs.

Most Labour members were 
horrified by MacDonald’s 
betrayal, and the socialist left 
grew in the party. 

In 1932 the party confer-
ence passed a motion that 
said, “The main objective of 
the Labour Party is the estab-
lishment of socialism.”

By 1934 the Labour left 
organisation the Socialist 
League was a real force. Its 
leader, Stafford Cripps, urged 
Labour to be prepared to get 
ready for civil war. 

But the league’s apparent 
influence melted away as the 
union leaders turned against 
calls for fundamental change.

The Socialist League’s mem-
bers worked with organisations 
outside the Labour Party, such 
as Communist Party members, 
in joint activity against fascism 
and war.

Ordered
The Labour leaders ordered 
that anyone sharing a plat-
form with a Communist Party 
member would be immediately 
expelled. In 1937 the Socialist 
League was disaffiliated.

The league gave in and dis-
solved itself. But that was not 
enough to save Cripps and 
another leading left winger, 
Aneurin Bevan. They were both 
expelled.

When Cripps’s expulsion 
was discussed at the 1939 
conference it was carried by 
2,100,000 votes to 402,000. 
Bevan was readmitted, but only 
after agreeing a “loyalty oath”.

Cripps did not get back in 
for five years, by which time 
he was a mainstream Labour 
member.

L a b o u r  h a s  e x p e l l e d 
members whenever they are 
seen as “tainting” the Labour 
message with talk of going 
beyond methods endorsed by 
the system.

And every time the left 
retreats or is removed.

It was certainly extraordi-
nary when Corbyn, so recently 
leader, was expelled. But it fits 

IT’S TIME 
TO LEAVE 
LABOUR 

Keir Starmer’s assault on the left shows that Labour is 
a trap for socialists. It’s time to leave and fight for real 
change argues Charlie Kimber, editor of Socialist Worker 

a wider pattern. Most of the 
Labour left will now stay in the 
party and push for Corbyn’s 
reinstatement. 

But there is also some talk 
of a breakaway from Labour, 
perhaps based on some 
councillors and trade union 
officials. That talk should be 
turned into reality.

Yet it will be no solu-
tion to set up a Labour Party  
2.0, the same animal in differ-
ent clothing.

R
ECENT years have 
seen the political 
collapse of projects 
that claimed to 
offer a different 
way forward but 

remained essentially inside 
the parliamentary model.

One of the most exciting 
struggles against austerity after 
the 2008 crash came in Spain.

There were mass occupations 
of city squares, strikes and huge 
movements against evictions 
and poverty.

In 2014 the Podemos party 
was formed to focus those 
movements politically. It was 
hugely successful, immediately 
winning European parliamen-
tary seats.

At the 2015 general elec-
tion Podemos took a fifth of the 
vote and won 69 MPs. But it 
was concentrated less and less 
on struggle and became increas-
ingly fixated on parliamentary 
arithmetic.

It now sits in a government 
with the right wing PSOE 
social democratic party. It is 
administering a disastrous 
coronavirus strategy where 
profits come before people.

At the start of 2015 the radi-
cal Syriza party won elections in 
Greece, a victory that saw cel-
ebrations across Europe.

Syriza had replaced the 
discredited Labour-type Pasok 
party. But, despite much 
more fiery rhetoric, it was still 
committed to working within 
the system.

Alexis Tsipras came to office 
promising to roll back aus-
terity measures imposed by 
“the Troika”—the European 
Commission, International 
Monetary Fund and European 
Central Bank.

But  the  bankers  and 
European Union (EU) insti-
tutions had no interest in the 
views of an electorate. 

Bludgeon
They began a policy of finan-
cial waterboarding to bludgeon 
Greece into submission.

Eventually Syriza put to the 
Greek people the demands 
of the Troika. And the Greek 
people voted by 61 percent to 
reject austerity.

But Syriza had no plan to 
continue the resistance. 

Instead, fixated on parlia-
ment, negotiations with the 
powerful, and staying in the EU, 
it utterly crumbled. Within a 
week Tsipras declared he would 
implement a worse round of 
austerity than those imposed 
by his Tory predecessors.

In the US, much hope was 

invested in Bernie Sanders. But, 
working inside the Democratic 
Party, he has ended up as a 
frontman for neoliberal Joe 
Biden.

We need a party that puts 
struggle first and that sees the 
streets and the workplaces as 
more important than elections. 

Even when the Labour left 
talks about the need for strug-
gle outside parliament, it’s still 
subordinate to electoral politics.

Most of the most inspir-
ing movements during the last 
year have come almost entirely 
from outside the parliamen-
tary sphere. They include the 
climate change rebellion, the 
Black Lives Matter movement, 
the revolt over A-Level grades 
and the protests over NHS pay.

We need more of this sort of 
resistance, and we need to build 
politics on struggle and revolu-
tionary socialism to change the 
whole set up.

The future has to lie outside 
Labour.

Corbyn inspired 
tens of thousands 
to become 
socialists (top). 
They should 
turn to building 
a working class 
fightback outside 
of parliamentary 
politics (above)

The solution 
isn’t to try 
again and  
build a Labour 
Party 2.0

‘‘ 
Alexis Tsipras

UNITY WITH Starmer—or his willing hostage?

P
ic

t
u

r
e
: 
G

u
y
 S

m
a

ll
m

a
n

Join the Socialist Workers Party
lCall 020 7840 5600

lEmail enquirues@swp.org.uk 

lJoin online at bit.ly/joinswp

Spy cops inquiry will not 
give their victims justice

As the Undercover 
Policing Inquiry 
hearings begin,  
Simon Basketter says 
this latest chapter will 
not tell us the whole 
truth

WE KNOW that well over 
1,000 organisations were 
spied on by undercover cops.

We know that they 
deliberately formed sexual 
relationships and had 
children with women in 
some of the groups.

We know they spied 
on the family of Stephen 
Lawrence and on families 
of people killed by the cops. 
They shared information 
with those who blacklisted 
trade unionists.

But we are not allowed 
to know the spies’ names. 
In many cases we aren’t 
even allowed to know 
their fake names. 

Hearings in the Undercover 
Policing Inquiry finally 
began on Monday, with 
opening statements.

In 2015 then home 
secretary Theresa May 
announced that Judge 
Pitchford would head an 
inquiry into undercover 
policing of campaigners, 
activists and trade unionists.

Vigour
He died before he had a 
chance to cover anything 
up and was replaced 
by Sir John Mitting.

Mitting has brought 
new vigour to the task, 
repeatedly ruling that the 
names of various cops 
mustn’t be revealed in order 
to protect their privacy.

He has ruled that the 
cover names of 51 officers 
must remain secret, along 
with 119 of the real names 
of officers and staff.

The investigation, looking 
at undercover policing since 
1968, has been split into 
tranches by date. The first 
block of hearings is due to 
cover the activities of the 
Metropolitan Police Special 
Demonstration Squad (SDS) 
between 1968 and 1972.

In January, it will begin 
looking at SDS deployments 
from 1973 to 1982, and 

undercover policing in later 
decades on dates to be fixed.

Lisa for Police Spies Out 
of Lives said, “It’s real mixed 
emotions. We’re glad it’s 
finally happening but we’ve 
been shut out, we feel, to such 
an extent that it’s actually 
not going to get to the truth.

“Our views are being 
sidelined to a really worrying 
degree. I think we are almost 
despairing at this point that 
it might actually not be a 
worthwhile exercise.”

The Special Demonstration 
Squad was set up after anti 
Vietnam war demonstrations 
in 1968. Its motto was, 

“By any means necessary.” 
Each of the approximately 
170 officers had a code 
number and a false name. 

There were at least  
26 spies sent to operate inside 
the Socialist Workers Party 
(SWP) and its forerunner 
the International Socialists.

The spy cops worked 
for the Association of 
Chief Police Officers—
conveniently a private 
company—though it was 
funded by the Home Office.

Corporations used 
information from state spies 
and there is a revolving 
door between ex-cop 
spies and private security 
industry blacklists.

Interests
The police argue that 
undercover cops are needed to 
fight extremism. The job of the 
police is to protect the interests 
of the system. In truth, the job 
of a public inquiry is the same. 

It is usually a 
method to disarm those 
fighting for justice.

It is unsurprising that 
all the signs are that 
the police version is the 
preferred one. The slow 
pace is deliberate—five 
years to get to the opening 
statements and at least 
another three years to go.

Many of those spied on 
have chosen to participate in 
the inquiry. Others have not 
because they believe it will be 
a cover-up or for other reasons.

Some more details of 
the rotten exercise may 
emerge. But the inquiry will 
not bring the justice that 
the cops’ victims deserve.

Police argue 
undercover 
cops are 
needed to fight 
extremism

‘‘ 

ANALYSIS

DEMONSTRATION AGAINST police spies in 2017 (above) 
Sir John Mitting (below)	M ain picture: Police Spies out of Lives
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by SOPHIE SQUIRE

IN A testimonial to other 
activists, Rosa Parks wrote, 
“freedom fighters never 
retire”. And for her, this 
proved to be true. 

Parks  was  born  on  
4 February 1913 in Tuskegee 
Alabama in the deep US south. 

She grew up in a time of 
constant threats of racist vio-
lence, when Jim Crow laws 
enforced racial segregation. 

After marrying Raymond 
Parks, himself a committed 
activist, she joined the 
Montgomery branch of the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Coloured 
People (NAACP) in 1943.

She soon became the secre-
tary of the branch, with E.D. 
Nixon as its president. 

For years Parks campaigned 
to get black people to have 
the right to vote and to use it. 
She also worked to compile 
civil rights disputes across the 
country. 

A notable case that 
Parks took on was that of 
sharecropper Recy Taylor who 
was gang raped by six white 
men in 1944. Parks, working 

with Taylor, made sure 
the case received national 
attention. 

Throughout this period 
Parks would have been sur-
rounded by left wing ideas 
that had radicalised thousands 
of black workers in the 1930s 
and 40s. And even though 

she was never recorded as 
a member, she took part in 
Communist Party meetings. 

Parks attended activist 
workshops in the summer of 
1955 at the Highlander Folk 
School based in Tennessee. 
This was a training ground 
for civil rights activists. 

Months after attending the 
college, Parks took part in the 
stand that she is most famous 
for. On 1 December she 
refused to give up her seat to 
a white person when ordered 
to do so by the bus driver. 

This broke segregation laws 
in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Parks later recounted how 
she felt in that moment. 

“When that white driver 
stepped back toward us, 
when he waved his hand and 
ordered us up and out of our 
seats, I felt a determination 
cover my body like a quilt on 
a winter night.”

The bus driver called the 
police and Parks was arrested. 
Her defiance prompted the 
Montgomery bus boycott, 
which lasted for 381 days.

The United States supreme 
court was then forced to 
order the desegregation of 
Montgomery and Alabama’s 
public transport system.

Seminal
This is celebrated as a seminal 
event in the civil rights 
movement. 

But the moment is often 
presented as a spontane-
ous act of defiance by an old 
woman who was too tired to 
move out of her seat. 

In reality, the action wasn’t 
spontaneous and had been 
planned by the NAACP and 
the trade union movement. 

Parks herself refuted this 
view of her. She said, “People 
always say that I didn’t give 

up my seat because I was 
tired, but that isn’t true.

“I was not old, although 
some people have an image 
of me as being old then. I was 
forty-two. 

“The only tired I was, was 
tired of giving in.”

Parks’ activism continued 
long after this event and she 
was also active in the black 
power movement.

Throughout the 1970s 
and 80s she relentlessly cam-
paigned for changes to the 
criminal justice system and 
for better housing. She did so 
until her death in 2005. 

Like many figures of the 
civil rights movement, the 
establishment has tried to 
present Parks as a respectable 
face. They say she challenged 
bigotry but didn’t push too far.

But Parks was a radical 
who should be remembered 
as such. 

She fought continuously 
against disenfranchisement, 
poverty and segregation, and 
for those whose lives were 
tarnished by an inherently 
racist system.
This is part of a series about 
radical black lives Go to 
bit.ly/SWBlackLives

ROSA PARKS

A radical civil rights activist who fought tirelessly

ROSA PARKS is best known for her part in the Montgomery bus boycott
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Scottish 
miners may 
get pardon, 
but the fight 
will go on
by SADIE ROBINSON

HUNDREDS OF  miners  i n 
Scotland who were convicted of 
crimes during the 1984-5 Miners’ 
Strike could be pardoned.

The move follows a damning 
review that found the miners 
affected felt they had been punished 
in a “grossly excessive manner”. 

But uncertainty remains over 
which miners will be pardoned and 
when (see right).

Jim Tierney, who worked at 
Castlehill Mine in Fife, is one of 
those who could be pardoned.

“It’s not before time,” Jim told 
Socialist Worker. “The convictions 
affected a whole load of people. 
Some people never got over it.”

Jim was framed for an attack 
on a scab van during the strike. 
“We were just standing outside the 
Miners’ Welfare and police brought 
some scabs in,” he explained.

“You can imagine the response. 
There were a few bricks getting 
hurled, but me and my mates were 
nowhere near. The police just came 
and arrested us.”

Custody
Jim spent over three weeks in cus-
tody before a trial found him and 
four others guilty. “The police 
completely perjured themselves,” 
he said. “Every witness except 
two policemen said we did noth-
ing. Even the scabs. It made no 
difference.”

The miners were found guilty and 
sacked, as were many others. Some 
11,291 were arrested across Britain 
during the strike, 8,392 charged 
and up to 200 jailed. Many miners 
were blacklisted and couldn’t find 
new jobs.

Ian Mitchel l ,  a  miner at 
Silverwood colliery in Rotherham, 
South Yorkshire, was one of them. 
He described being “knocked back” 
time after time trying to find work.

“It was hard going,” he told 
Socialist Worker. “You were feeling 
like your back was against the wall. 
A lot of people deserve some form 
of compensation.” Ian said Britain 

is “littered” with people whose lives 
were destroyed because they took 
part in the strike.

“A lot of people never went back 
to work because of the convictions,” 
he said. “You hear the argument that 
it was a long time ago and so let 
sleeping dogs lie. Bollocks to that.”

Jim said he was “lucky” as he 
later retrained as a teacher. But 
another miner he was on trial with 
had a nervous breakdown, as did 
his wife.

“It had a huge effect,” he said. 
“Some guys in mining communities 
knew nothing else. There should be 
compensation—it’s the least they 
could do.”

The Scott Review into polic-
ing during the strike came about 
because campaigning stopped the 
crimes committed against miners 
being swept under the carpet. But 
the fight isn’t over.

Ian said the review is important 
as the state tries to criminalise pro-
testers in Extinction Rebellion and 
Black Lives Matter.

“The police need to be called to 
account,” he said. “We want the 
cops and the politicians to at least 
be looking over their shoulders. 

“If this review gains that, then it’s 
something. But it’s not enough.”

BACK STORY
Margaret Thatcher’s Tory 
government deliberately 
attacked the miners to weaken 
unions in Britain
lMiners were fitted up for 
crimes, and convictions meant 
some never worked again
lMore than 26 million working 
days were “lost” due to the 
walkout
lHad other union leaders called 
more workers out in solidarity 
action, the miners could have 
won

MINERS PICKETING at Killoch pit in Ayrshire in 1984 faced police attacks	 Picture: John Sturrock

Politicians still reluctant to grant full 
justice to victims of state violence
THE SCOTT Review into policing 
in Scotland during the Miners’ 
Strike said that many miners felt 
“crushed” at their treatment. 

Convictions meant miners were 
sacked, lost pension money and 
struggled to find work.

Some suffered nervous 
breakdowns. Others killed 
themselves.

The review recommended that 
miners convicted of crimes relating 
to the strike should be pardoned.

Justice secretary Humza Yousaf 
told the Scottish parliament last 
week, “The Scottish government 
accepts the recommendation in 
principle. We intend on bringing 
forward legislation that will bring 
a collective pardon to miners.”

But he added that he would 
“consider carefully” who might be 
eligible. 

And he said not allowing a 
pardon for miners with previous or 
subsequent convictions would be a 
“good basis” to start from.

Excluded
There is a risk that miners who 
were convicted of more serious 
crimes could be excluded. And it 
isn’t clear how long the Scottish 
government will take to bring in 

the legislation.
The inquiry hasn’t examined 

why miners faced such brutality or 
who ordered it. And the pardons 
give nothing to miners across 
England and Wales.

Campaigners want a full inquiry 
into policing during the strike, 
particularly into the Battle of 
Orgreave in June 1984.

There, cops attacked striking 
miners then framed them for 
riot and violent disorder. Trials 
collapsed because of “unreliable” 
police evidence.

Joe Rollin, deputy chair of 
the Orgreave Truth and Justice 
Campaign (OTJC), told Socialist 
Worker, “There’s overwhelming 
evidence that police perjured 
themselves at Orgreave.”

He added, “Miners suffered 
throughout the strike, not just 
on 18 June. We concentrated on 
Orgreave because it would have 
been impossible to campaign on 
the hundreds of injustices that 
miners suffered.

“But we were never blinkered 
to the fact that there were mini-
Orgreaves going on throughout the 
strike.”

Margaret Thatcher’s Tory 
government waged war on the 

miners to undermine workers and 
unions. The Tories are desperate to 
keep the full truth about how the 
state organised to crush the miners 
hidden.

Ian said there should be an 
inquiry “not just about individual 
acts of brutality but about how 
they came about”.

Behaviour
“There was political direction 
from the government,” he said. 
“Margaret Thatcher and her 
cabinet discussed how to defend 
the police’s behaviour within 
months of the strike ending.

“They knew that any inquiry 
into police actions would end up 
at their door. They gave police the 
green light to act as they did.”

The OTJC is encouraging people 
to write to their MPs asking them 
to support an Early Day Motion 
calling for a broader inquiry. 

It calls for an independent 
review “with a view to issuing 
pardons to all of those convicted”.

“It’s coming up to 40 years 
now,” said Ian. “And we’re still 
trying to get the bastards to admit 
they did something wrong. 

“People will have to continue to 
protest to get justice.”

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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IN BRIEF 

Anti-racists say 
Geffrye must fall 
HACKNEY STAND Up to 
Racism held its fourth 
demonstration at the Museum 
of the Home in east London 
on Friday of last week. 

It demanded the removal 
of the statue of the 17th 
century slaver Robert Geffrye.

Protesters called on the 
trustees of the museum 
to abide by their own 
consultation, and remove the 
statue. 

A projector was used 
to throw images onto the 
museum illustrating the 
horrors of slavery and the 
struggles of slaves to be free.

Tanker drivers’ 
action is called off
TANKER DRIVERS at Hoyer 
Petrolog, who were due to 
strike on Monday, have ended 
their dispute.

The Hoyer drivers, 
members of the Unite union,  
deliver petroleum products 
from the Stanlow oil refinery 
in Cheshire to retail outlets.

The strike was over job cuts 
and attacks on conditions.

Unite announced, “Both 
sides have agreed that the 
details of the agreement 
remain confidential.”

Ikea drops Living 
Wage commitment 
FURNITURE GIANT Ikea has 
ditched a commitment to 
being an accredited Living 
Wage employer.

The move affects 300 
workers at Ikea’s distribution 
centre in Peterborough, who 
were expecting a pay rise in 
January.

Ikea agreed with the GMB 
union to pay the Real Living 
Wage in January 2020. Nine 
months on, it has reneged.

The firm sacked activist 
Richie Venton earlier this 
year. A battle continues for 
his reinstatement.  
lGo to bit.ly/ReinstateRichie 

Tube canteen workers 
begin a strike ballot 
CANTEEN WORKERS in 
London Underground depots 
are balloting for industrial 
action. This follows a decision 
by private contractor Sodexo 
to slash 30 jobs, nearly a 
third of the workforce.

The RMT union says the 
proposals will see workers 
“placed on the scrapheap”.

Sandwell battle is 
postponed—for now 
A STRIKE planned for this 
week at Sandwell Leisure 
Trust (SLT) has been called 
off for further talks.

SLT has postponed a 
proposal to dismiss and re-
engage all staff away from the 
national NJC negotiating body 
for pay, terms and conditions. 

Unless SLT withdraws its 
proposals completely a strike 
called by the Unison and 
GMB unions for 27 November 
is set to go ahead.

 Barnoldswick battle 
to stop 350 job losses
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

WORKERS AT a Rolls-Royce 
plant in Lancashire were 
set to begin three weeks of 
strikes to save jobs on Friday.

The Unite union members 
at the airplane engine factory 
in Barnoldswick are fighting to 
save 350 jobs. 

Bosses at Rolls-Royce want 
to offshore production of 
the Trent Engine blades to 
Singapore. This move could 
lead to further job losses or the 
closure of the whole site down 
the line.

Unite members voted by  
94 percent in favour of 
industrial action last month. 

The targeted industrial 
action, involving five 
departments, was set to begin 
on Friday 6 November and run 
until Friday 27 November. 

Ross Quinn, a Unite 
regional officer, said, “Unite 
has given Rolls-Royce every 
opportunity to change its 

plans, confirm there will be no 
more compulsory redundancies 
and guarantee the long-term 
future of Barnoldswick. 

“But it has refused to do so.
“To offshore work and 

destroy the viability of this 
historic factory would be 
nothing short of industrial 
vandalism. 

“As a consequence and as a 
last resort, Unite has instructed 
its members to take targeted 

strike action in order to bring 
Rolls-Royce to the negotiating 
table.” 

Unite national officer Rhys 
McCarthy said it was “simply 
unacceptable for bosses to 
offshore jobs when they’re 
going cap in hand to the 
government for £1 billion 
investment”. 

“There is still time before 
strike action begins for Rolls-
Royce to reverse the decision 
to offshore jobs,” he said.

“Or management can 
present alternative plans 
to ensure the Barnoldswick 
factory’s long term future at 
similar employment levels.” 

Supporters of the People 
Before Profit network planned 
a cavalcade to support the 
Rolls-Royce strikers. 

Every trade unionist should 
build solidarity with this 
crucial fight for jobs. 
lSend solidarity messages 
to facebook.com/
UniteNorthWest/ and tweet 
to @Unite_NorthWest 

NORWICH WAS one of several cities in Britain that saw large demonstrations last weekend 
in solidarity with the Polish struggle for abortion rights (see page 8)     	�  Picture: Mary Littlefield

Heriot-Watt names strike 
days over redundancies  
WORKERS AT Heriot-Watt 
University in Edinburgh 
have called six days of 
strikes in a fight to stop 
compulsory redundancies.  

The first walkout was set 
to take place on Tuesday of 
next week. 

UCU union members plan 
to follow this with escalating 
strikes.  

Heriot-Watt UCU rep 
Marion Winters told a UCU 
Left meeting last week that 
bosses are “trying to play 
staff and students off against 
each other”.  

“We need solidarity,” she 
said.  

Workers are fighting the 
threat of 130 redundancies 
after bosses refused to rule 
out compulsory job cuts.  

Marion said workers have 
received lots of support from 
union members elsewhere. 

“Strathclyde has initiated 
a boycott of Heriot-Watt, 
followed by Liverpool and 
Stirling,” she said.  

“Dundee UCU and Soas 
Unison have donated to our 

fighting fund. We’re really 
moved by this. We hope 
management will move but if 
not, we’re ready to strike.”  
lSend solidarity messages to 
ucu@hw.ac.uk 

nUCU MEMBERS at Brighton 
university are holding a 
consultative ballot over 
planned job cuts in IT 
support. And those at the 
University of East London 
(UEL) are balloting over 
compulsory redundancies.  

Bosses have threatened  
11 compulsory redundancies, 
and UCU activists are among 
those in the firing line.  
lSend messages of 
support to UEL workers at 
a.bhattacharyya@uel.ac.uk  

nTHE UCU called off 
its planned online 
conference last week 
citing “technical issues”. 

Workers had been set 
to discuss the fight to 
defend safety and jobs in 
universities, among other 
issues.  
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Optare strikers keep up 
the struggle for pay justice
WORKERS AT bus 
manufacturer Optare, near 
Leeds, remain determined to 
win higher pay as they prepare 
for another two-day walkout 
on Thursday this week.

Over 100 Unite union 
members have staged three 
48-hour strikes over bosses’ 
“broken promises” over pay 

Kevin, a Unite member at 
Optare, told Socialist Worker, 
“The number of people on the 
picket line demonstrates the 
strength of feeling behind the 
action. I’d say there were  
50 people there.

“We’ve also had people from 
other branches coming to show 
support. There is a realisation 
that the management don’t 

care what we think and feel. 
We’re trying to resolve the 
issue and they’re ignoring us.” 

Kevin added that strikes 
are having an impact on 
production with “not many 
buses being produced”. 

“I think they sold two buses 
from an older order that was 
cancelled during lockdown,” 
he said. 

“You’ll have a few hundred 
grand from the sale of a 
decker, but apart from that it’s 
having an affect.” 

Every trade unionist should 
support the Optare workers 
fight. 
lSend messages of support 
to Richard.bedford@
unitetheunion.org

STUDENTS

Students hold rent strikes 
SOME UNIVERSITY students 
have begun rent strikes in 
protest at how they have 
been treated. Thousands 
have been forced to isolate 
after returning to campuses.  

Manchester university 
student Matty told a UCU 
Left meeting last week that 
students there have had a 
“pitiful” level of support 
from management.  

“Students were told they 
weren’t allowed to take out 
their laundry or bins, so were 
in squalid conditions for two 
weeks in isolation,” she said.  

“I’ve been self-isolating 
for a week and received one 
email from Uni. And none 
from my department. It 

seems the uni is concerned 
about preventing spread in 
halls, and if you don’t live in 
halls they don’t want to know.  

“And in halls it’s not about 
protecting mental health. 
We’ve had a case of suicide. 

“I’m regularly answering 
phone calls from friends 
in the middle of the night 
saying, what have I done 
wrong? But obviously it’s not 
their fault.”  

She said that around  
150 students are taking part 
in a rent strike there.  

We need more resistance, 
by workers and students, as 
university bosses and the 
Tories continue to put lives 
at risk.

Workers and supporters
want their jobs saved

Facebook cleaners win, but fights go on 
FIFTEEN cleaning workers 
will keep their jobs on the 
same contracts and hours 
at Facebook headquarters 
in London on the back of 
weeks of protest. 

Members of the Caiwu 
union forced outsourcing 
company Bidvest Noonan 
to withdraw plans to make 
workers redundant or 
reduce their hours. 

Einstein Durango, Caiwu 
president, spoke about 
the workers’ victory at 
the People Before Profit’s 
extend the furlough rally 
last Saturday. 

He said, “The Facebook 

cleaners got together.  
“We kept on protesting 

even when we were 
threatened by security. 
We had a great victory, we 
saved 15 jobs. 

“This is an example of 
how we can win. 

“But next week we are 
coming back to Facebook 
again to protest. 

“There are still other 
outsourced workers under 
attack. 

“Next Friday the To Go 
micro kitchen workers are 
going to protest and we are 
going to keep fighting.”

Workers with outsourcer 

To Go micro kitchens want 
to stop the company forcing 
through new contracts with 
worse pay and fewer hours. 
Workers are also fighting for 
the London Living Wage. 

“We are going to be 
on the streets all the 
time,” said Einstein. “The  
outsourcers and Facebook 
have the money. 

“The only way is to fight 
back.”

Cleaning workers at 
Facebook have proved that 
it is possible to fight and 
win during the coronavirus 
crisis. 
Sophie Squire

Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday Phone 020 7840 5656  
Post PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk



Education workers call 
for schools to shut down
by SADIE ROBINSON

EDUCATION WORKERS are 
fighting to win a shutdown of 
schools during the four-week 
lockdown in England.

Boris Johnson announced that 
a new lockdown would leave 
schools, colleges and univer-
sities—major sources of virus 
transmission—open.  

The NEU union has called for a 
shutdown of schools and colleges to 
curb the spread of the virus. 

Joint NEU general secretary 
Kevin Courtney said the government 
is “ignoring the role of schools as a 
major contributor to the spread of 
the virus”.  

The Tories want schools open so 
that parents can continue to work—
regardless of the health risks.  

By 1pm on Sunday, some 120,000 
people had signed an NEU petition 
demanding that schools close.  

And around 150 people joined an 
emergency online meeting called by 
the NEU Left group on Sunday.  

London primary school teacher 
and NEU national executive com-
mittee (NEC) member Jess Edwards 
said it is “absolutely outrageous” 
that schools aren’t included in the 
lockdown.  

“In secondary schools the rate has 
gone up fifty-fold since September,” 
she said. 

“To say there will be a lockdown 
that does not include those children 
is absolutely intolerable.”

Jess said the choice isn’t between 
whether schools stay open or close, 
but between “planned closures or 
utter chaos”.  

Workers also discussed how to 
win the union’s demands.  

Debs Gwynn, a secondary school 
teacher in Merseyside and NEU NEC 
member, said organising on the 
ground is key.  

She said union leaders have 
“opened the door” by saying that 
schools should close. “But saying 
that doesn’t translate into change 
on the ground.”

Domino
She added, “It’s a domino effect. 
You can influence what happens in 
your workplace, which can influ-
ence what happens in the workplace 
down the road and so on.
“That’s how you build a collective 
response.”

The Tories claim that closing 
schools harms children. 

It’s true that there are huge 
problems with children being out 
of school. 

But allowing the virus to continue 
to run rampant isn’t in the best 
interests of children, their families 
or workers.  

And the Tories refuse to put in the 
resources that could make schools 
safer, such as more buildings and 

staff to cut class sizes. Lucy told 
the NEU Left meeting, “Pupils and 
staff are having to isolate for two 
weeks at a moment’s notice. It’s a 
nightmare for parents.  

“We say close schools now in the 
short term and work to reopen them 
in a way that’s organised and puts 
safety first.”  

The union leadership has at times 
been too quiet over virus safety in 
schools. 

It’s good that it is now demanding 
action, but the Tories are not going 
to give in without a fight.  

Everyone should get behind 
the action that can really curb the 
spread of the virus.
Sign the NEU petition calling for 
the closure of schools and colleges 
actionnetwork.org/forms/close-
schools-and-colleges-now 

On other pages...
Young workers say—the Tories 
don’t care about us>>Pages 10&11

SCHOOLS ARE major sources of virus transmission	

Starmer says stay open
LABOUR LEADER Keir 
Starmer is too busy driving 
left wingers out of Labour 
to mount any effective 
opposition to how the Tories 
are implementing lockdown. 

On Sunday he disgracefully 
opposed the unions’ calls 
for schools and colleges 
to close, going along with 
the Tories’ rhetoric.

“I want schools open, I 
think the harm to children 
from being out of school is too 
high—we have to manage the 
risk but it is a priority to keep 
schools open”, Starmer said.

He boasts that he called 
for a circuit break three 
weeks ago. But with schools 
open infection rates will 

not stop rising quickly.
Plenty of people 

disagree with him—both 
in and outside Labour.  

Furlough 
extension 
too late
THE EXTENSION of the 
furlough scheme for an extra 
month came too late for many 
workers.

The Tories announced the 
extension a day before the 
scheme was supposed to end. 

But many workers have 
already lost jobs that their 
bosses claimed they could not 
afford to keep.

Regions in the north and 
midlands have also been placed 
under lockdown since the Tories 
introduced their failed three 
tiers system.

Workers in these areas were 
given only two-thirds of their 
income if their workplace had to 
shut down.

Hundreds of people joined an 
online rally against the “job loss 
nightmare” on Saturday.

The People Before Profit 
alliance’s rally brought together 
Labour MPs, trade unionists and 
campaigners.

The online rally took place 
as supporters of People Before 
Profit campaigned on the 
streets of towns and cities.

Activists are pushing for 
furloughed workers to receive 
full pay rather than having to 
live on only 80 percent of their 
usual income. 

And this must be for longer 
than a month.
Read the rally report at  
bit.ly/PBPnightmare

Brexit Party 
rebrands
THE BREXIT Party has applied 
to rename itself Reform UK.

The party supported a 
right wing Brexit but has now 
turned its attention to fighting 
lockdown.

In an email to supporters, 
party leader Nigel Farage claims, 
“The new national lockdown 
will result in more life‑years lost 
than it hopes to save.”

He adds, “This horrible 
condition is only very dangerous 
for a tiny minority of people.

“The rest of the population 
should, with simple hygiene 
measures and a dose of 
common sense, get on with 
life—this way we build immunity 
in the population.”

The Brexit Party boasts that 
it is the only political party to 
endorse the Great Barrington 
Declaration. This calls for 
workplaces, leisure and the 
hospitality industries to be 
reopened without restrictions.

Hard right bigots such as 
Farage push a dangerous and 
reactionary rhetoric. 

Their anti-lockdown ideas put 
people at risk from the virus 
and the far right.Sir Keir wants to be bosses’ head boy
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BORIS JOHNSON has fumbled and failed

 LOCKDOWN TOO  
 LITTLE TOO LATE
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE TORIES on Saturday 
announced a month-long 
national lockdown across 
England as their coronavi-
rus policies degenerated 
further into fatal chaos.

Twice last week Britain’s 
Covid-19 death toll topped 
300,  with 310 deaths 
reported on Wednesday and 
367 on Tuesday—the highest 
figure since 28 May. Another 
326 deaths were announced 
on Saturday.

At a repeatedly-delayed 
press briefing on Saturday, 
Johnson said, “You must 
stay at home, you may only 
leave home for specific rea-
sons, including education 
and work.”

The move to  wider 
lockdown is an admission 
that Boris Johnson’s policies 
have utterly failed and killed 
thousands of people. 

Five weeks ago Johnson’s 
scientific advisers called 
for an immediate “circuit 
breaker” lockdown. He 
spurned the advice.

He should resign—or be 
driven out. The government 
has consistently said its “tiers” 

system of regional restric-
tions was sufficient. Johnson 
described a national lockdown 
as a “nuclear option” and 
warned that it would be an 
economic “disaster”.

He told MPs that such 
restrictions would be “com-
pletely  wrong for  the 
country”.

T h i n k i n g  o n l y  o f 
“protecting the economy”—
profits—Johnson’s delays 
and grossly inadequate meas-
ures have meant carnage and 
the threat of overwhelming 
the NHS.

The Tory cabinet has now 
panicked as cases, hospitali-
sations and deaths soar.

Warn
Newly-released documents 
from the Scientific Advisory 
Group for Emergencies 
(Sage) warn that deaths this 
winter could surpass the 
85,000 previously predicted 
by government modelling.

A senior government offi-
cial confirmed on Friday that 
the current trajectory of the 
virus was exceeding scientific 
advisers’ bleakest projections.

The situation is so dire 
that the furlough scheme 
that gives bosses money to 

pay their workers 80 percent 
of wages has been extended 
to the start of December.

That still leaves two mil-
lion people losing a fifth of 
their wages—a horrendous 
future for the low paid in 
particular. 

The self-employed will 
receive support at just  
40 percent of their previ-
ous earnings, with many on 
a low or average income. 

The Tories’ lockdown across 
England is wholly inade-
quate. Schools, universities 
and many workplaces will 
stay open.

And Johnson specifically 
urged that construction and 
manufacturing must continue 
to work.

They want parents to go to 
work and non-essential busi-
nesses open to protect bosses. 
The situation is urgent. Earlier 

last week a major study sug-
gested nearly 100,000 people 
are catching coronavirus 
every day in England.

The study, by Imperial 
College London, says the 
pace of the epidemic is accel-
erating. It estimates the 
number of people infected 
doubles every nine days.

Wales is in the middle of a 
17-day “firebreak” that runs 
until 9 November. There are 
restrictions in many areas, 
but most non-essential 
workplaces have stayed open. 

Return
And over half of pupils are 
set to return to schools after 
half term.

In Scotland the govern-
ment has announced a 
complex five-tier system of 
measures. 

Again, most non-essen-
tial businesses stay open, 
and although there will be 
wider use of face masks, so 
do schools.

Lockdowns can save some 
lives and give a respite to 
develop better systems. 

But they don’t have a 
lasting effect unless there 
is a proper test and trace 
system. The contact tracing 

system in England is run by 
private firms such as Serco 
and Deloitte. 

It reached just 60 percent 
of all close contacts of people 
who had tested positive for 
Covid-19 according to the 
most recent figures.

This is virtually the same as 
the previous week’s figures, 
which were a record low.

Scientists estimate that 
a minimum of 80 percent 
of close contacts need to be 
reached for the system to be 
effective.

And test and trace catches 
only a quarter of infections in 
the first place.

The Tories could have 
begun the necessary full 
lockdown of schools and 
non-essential workplaces 
over half term. But they 
squandered the chance.

There has to be a full 
lockdown combined with a 
furlough scheme that pays 
100 percent of the wages of 
workers who are laid off. 

And it must be indefinite, 
not just for a month.

Workers have pushed for furlough to be extended

On other pages...
More on the lockdown and  
coronavirus on Page 19
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