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CHILDREN

The Tories back 
down over school 
meal scandal
THE TORIES have been forced 
into a humiliating climbdown 
over free school meals.

After weeks of insisting 
that the meals would only be 
provided in term time, the 
government has said it will 
provide them during holidays 
too. 

It shows that campaigning 
is worth it.
>>Page 7

CORBYN

Activists say 
left's hope is to 
leave Labour
KEIR STARMER’S suspension 
of Jeremy Corbyn and the 
war on the left has sparked 
arguments about whether 
the Labour Party is really 
a vehicle for change.

Some of those who have 
left in response to the 
attacks tell Socialist Worker 
how the witch hunt has 
changed the party.
>>Pages 10&11

POLICE

How spy cops 
were set up to 
infiltrate the left
UP TO 25,000 people took 
part in a protest outside the 
US Embassy in March 1968.

Parliament and the press 
fumed with growing anger.

Now newly released 
documents show how spies 
mobilised inside the movement 
against the Vietnam War.
>>Page 17



PRESIDENT-ELECT Biden (left) with Israel’s warmonger prime minister Binyamin Netanyahu

Biden’s win won't bring 
justice to Middle East
He claims to support some Palestinian rights, but the president-elect is 
certainly no friend to ordinary people in the region, says Nick Clark
JOE BIDEN’S victory is hailed 
as a change of direction for the 
United States in the Middle East. 
But for ordinary people across 
the region, it means continued 
suffering under the control of the 
US and its repressive allies. 

Biden has said that he will return 
to a deal cut with Iran by former 
US president Barack Obama. And 
he has said he supports a state for 
Palestinians—in contrast to Donald 
Trump’s plan to hand vast swathes 
of Palestinian land to Israel. 

Biden has even pledged to make 
US ally Saudi Arabia a “pariah” 
for the state’s murder of journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi. 

But behind all this, he shares the 
same goal as Trump—to keep con-
trol of the Middle East using as few 
US soldiers as possible. 

Following the disastrous inva-
sion of Iraq in 2003, US presidents 
have looked for ways to control the 
region while focusing their military 
against China. 

But the growth of US rival Iran, 
Islamist groups such as Isis, revolu-
tions, counter-revolutions and wars 
made that difficult. 

When Trump became president 
he imposed new sanctions on Iran 
and tried to unite the US’s allies in 
the country. 

So he allowed Israel to officially 
claim vast chunks of Palestinian 
land then called it a “peace” deal. 
This was meant to help Israel and 
rulers of Arab states work together 
much more closely. 

Myth
Rulers of the UAE, Bahrain and 
Sudan have all announced ties 
with Israel—and a deal with Saudi 
Arabia is in the works. 

But some of the ruling class in 
the West are worried that a war 
with Iran would wreck their control 
over the Middle East and threaten 
their interests. 

Western rulers have also relied 
on the myth of the two-state solu-
tion—false promises of a state of 
Palestine alongside Israel—to con-
trol Palestinians.

Trump’s deal exposed those 
promises as a sham. Biden’s victory 
has resurrected them.

Palestinian Authority presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas welcomed 
Biden’s victory and said he hoped 
they could restart negotiations 
as if Trump’s deal had never 
happened.

But Biden has said he would 
not reverse Trump’s decision to 
move the US’s embassy in Israel to 
Jerusalem. 

Trump declared the city was 
Israel’s “undivided” capital in 

2016—an affront to Palestinians 
under occupation there.

Israel’s prime minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu welcomed Biden as a 
“great friend to Israel.”

Biden says he is still a “stalwart 
supporter of Israel,” and that he 
would never cut off US support to 
Israel in support of Palestinians.  

A return to “stability” under 
Biden means the continuation of 
decades of wars and poverty under 
US control

. 
On other pages...
Striking to save 350 jobs at  
Rolls-Royce>>Page 19

SPEAKING OUT
‘Use this 
moment to fight 
harder’
lSADLY, I'M not surprised that 
it was a close race. 

Although I have little 
confidence in Biden or any 
Democrat pushing for any 
substantial change, I do have 
some hope that he will at 
least roll back some of the 
more egregious policy failures 
and changes of the Trump 
administration.

Liberals are blaming Trump 
when they should be looking 
at the underlying ills of this 
country that allowed Trump to 
gain power.  

For a while during the recent 
Black Lives Matter protests it 
seemed like a lot of liberals and 
self-proclaimed progressives 
were starting to begin to 
recognise systemic racism and 
its effects. 

Covid-19 and the election 
cycle seems to have distracted 
people.

Biden absolutely will not be 
radical—the left will need to take 
advantage of the moment and 
keep people politically engaged if 
we want to win any of the things 
we've fought over for so long. 
Kristine Mayle, teacher and 
trade unionist

lAS YOU can see from the 
election, this country is divided 
over Trump but in cities like New 
York City and Chicago, voters will 
be delighted with the result.

The reason it has been so 
close is that Biden is a terrible 
choice. As Democrat members 
turn towards the left, they have 
been forced to back a right 
winger for president.

There have been protests, but 
not as significant as the ones 
over George Floyd’s death in May. 

Hundreds appeared the last 
two nights in Greenwich Village's 
Washington Square Park. 

Police arrested about 30 
people. Protesters started fires 
in the streets and shops have 
been boarded up to protect 
windows.
Mike McCabe, Green Party 
member, New York
Read longer interviews with US 
activists at socialistworker.co.uk

BACK STORY
Joe Biden is no friend to people 
in the Middle East
lIn 1986, he said that if Israel 
didn’t exist, the US “would have 
to invent an Israel to protect our 
interests in the region”
lHe hasn’t changed since then 
lBiden shares the same goal of 
Trump
lHe wants to keep control of the 
region using as few troops as 
possible 

CAMPAIGN FUNDING

Billions spent on 
gaining election
THE 2020 US election finished 
with £10.8 billion spending on 
the campaigns, smashing all 
previous records.

The amount does not factor 
in post-election legal fees that 
will doubtless run to many 
millions more. The sum is more 
than double what was spent in 
the 2016 election.

Some £5.2 billion in total 
is expected to have been 
spent over the course of 
the presidential election 
campaign. Senate and House 
of Representatives contests 
races are anticipated to finish 
with just over £5.5 billion 
having been spent. Democrats 
have spent nearly twice as 
much as the Republicans. Joe 
Biden is on track to be the first 
candidate in US history to end 
up raising $1 billion in a single 
election cycle. 

Donald Trump’s campaign for 

reelection raised slightly less. 
Those totals do not include 

how much was raised by 
either the Democratic National 
Committee or the Republican 
National Committee.

Brokers backed 
Biden to win
“LAST week, US stocks recorded 
their best five-day run since 
April in anticipation of a victory 
for Mr Biden, even after stalling 
on Friday as investors pocketed 
profits. The S&P 500 finished 
the week up 7.3 percent while 
the Nasdaq Composite rose 
9 percent.”
Financial Times,  
9 November
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Harris will 
prop up 
US state
WHAT ROLE will vice 
president-elect Kamala Harris 
play in the new government?

Harris is widely applauded 
as the first women, and first 
black person, to be elected 
to the position. Many hope 
that she will be a strong voice 
against oppression.

But there are signs that 
Biden hopes to use her to 
police the Democrat left 
and tone down demands for 
radical change.

The Black Lives Matter 
(BLM) movement, which has 
been instrumental in shaping 
US politics this year, poses a 
huge threat to the in-coming 
government.

It has targeted state 
racism, and in particular the 
almost weekly killing of black 
people by police. 

BLM has turned slogans 
to “defund the police” 
and “prison abolition” 
into popular calls that can 
mobilise thousands.

 “The Squad”, the 
handful of left Democrats 
re-elected to Congress last 
week, understand well the 
movement’s appeal.

Noting the left threat, the 
Observer newspaper this 
week demanded that “Kamala 
Harris, the no-nonsense vice 
president-elect, should be 
tasked with keeping them in 
line.”

Convicted
Harris’s record on questions 
that particularly affect black 
people is at best contradictory.

It is true, for example, 
that she pushed for people 
convicted of crime to be 
helped to find jobs, rather 
than be put in prison. But she 
also fought to keep people in 
prison after they were proved 
innocent.

Harris did not demand 
the death penalty for a man 
convicted of killing a cop, but 
also defended California’s 
death penalty system in court.

She initiated police training 
in racial bias, but also resisted 
calls to investigate particular 
police shootings.

This elaborate balancing 
act reflects twin pressures 
upon the Democrat machine.

On the one hand, there 
is the constant pressure to 
appear “tough on crime”, and 
appease the right. On the 
other there are the millions 
of Democrat voters who 
are appalled by the regular 
revelations of police racism 
that make it to the news.

But now in government, 
Bidden and Harris will surely 
find that balance firmly 
tipped in favour maintaining 
a strong state—and a 
muzzled left.

Democrats are still not 
an answer to Trumpism 
by CHARLIE KIMBER 

JOE BIDEN has won enough votes 
to be declared president of the 
United States (US).

The defeat of the racist, sexist, 
 pro-rich Donald Trump is a blow to 
the far right everywhere. His defeat 
is hugely welcome.

People in the US and other parts of 
the world have protested against him 
from the moment he won four years 
ago. Now, he is on his way out.

But the election showed no great 
enthusiasm for Biden. One poll 
showed 56 percent of Biden Voters 
said they backed him because he was 
“not Trump”.

Another sign that people were 
voting to oust Trump, rather than 
for the Democrats, came in the 
other elections held alongside the 
 presidential one.

The Democrats actually lost seats 
in the House of Representatives and 
made only marginal gains in the 
Senate.

Biden will rule in the interests 
of imperialism and the corporate 
establishment.

That’s particularly dangerous in a 
situation where the politics Trump 
peddles are far from crushed.

Compared
Because of the highest turnout since 
1900, Biden has received more votes 
than any candidate in US election 
 history—just short of 75 million.

But Trump is the second  highest 
tally ever. His vote rose by over 
8  million compared with 2016 and 
he has received over 70 million this 
year.

For now, Trump is refusing to 
accept he has lost. He has pledged to 
continue with legal challenges to the 
voting in several states.

A key issue for Trump was his 
 disastrous handling of the coronavi-
rus pandemic that has killed nearly 

a quarter of a million people in 
America.

Without Covid-19, Trump might 
have won easily. 

When the number of cases climbed 

in March, Biden said he would veto a 
public healthcare plan.

Some on the left say that Biden 
must be made to “keep to the 
promises” that he made during his 
campaign.

But they include support for 
 fracking, backing for private 
 medicine, no serious concessions to 
the Black Lives Matter movement and 
support for the police.

It also includes more determined 
use of US imperial power against 
Russia and China. His foreign 
policy has been largely ignored. It is 
warmongering.

Instead of Trump’s standalone 
“America First” approach, Biden is 
for rebuilding ties with the Nato 
nuclear alliance and traditional 

allies. The aim is to reassemble 
a broader force to repulse rivals 
globally.

A Biden presidency means auster-
ity, lack of real action over climate 
chaos and backing for war.

He will create the conditions for 
a continuing racist right, with or 
 without Trump.

The movements that fought 
against Trump, including the  workers 
who have taken on their bosses, need 
to be strengthened.

There can be no honeymoon for 
Biden.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

JOE BIDEN (above) ran an uninspiring campaign—and won a narrow 
victory. Nevertheless millions are happy to see the end of Trump (left) 

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5607 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

“When I need to get a better understanding of inspiring struggles in the 
world, the first place I turn is to Socialist Worker. And when I do I also end 
up reading a paper full of other articles that leave me more prepared for 
ongoing discussions and organising. I appreciate the unique combination 
of being theoretically sharp yet accessible. But mostly, I appreciate the 
political commitment, providing the working class with a clear socialist 
analysis. Solidarity to SW.”
Eric Fretz  

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker gives a voice to the 
people fighting for a better world. 
Throughout the pandemic it has dispelled 
the racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes and 
protests that can beat back the bosses 
and bigots. We are asking everyone who 
enjoys Socialist Worker to donate as much 
as they can and help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£91,389
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WHAT WE THINK
REACTION FROM THE US 
 ‘I’m cheering, but we need  
 to start to put pressure on’
RAYMOND, Verizon worker, 
New York

THERE WAS a lot of 
cheering in my area. 

We had a big family 
barbecue when we 
were sure the threat 
of Trump term two 
had gone.

It was such a 
terrible prospect that 
Trump would win 
again, and when the 
early results came 
in I thought it was 
happening.

My union, the 
communications CWA 
union, worked very 
hard to persuade 
its members to get 
behind Biden. 

There were phone 
calls, text messages, 
spreading the word 
on social media and 
through conversa-
tions with friends, 

family members and 
co-workers.

At one level I’m ok 
with that. Trump had 
to go. 

But I’m uneasy with 
putting all our hopes 
in Biden. 

I know he’s not 
going to deliver what 
we need to move 

away from the crisis 
we are facing.

So while I’m 
cheering I am also 
saying we need to 
start working to put 
a lot of pressure on—
within the Democrats 
but also outside 
the mainstream of 
politics.

Verizon workers in the US struck in 2016

 ‘We need an economy for  
 the people, not the wealthy’ 
JASON KOBIELUS, one of the 
co-chairs of Birmingham 
Democratic socialists of 
America (DSA)

FOR ME, the DSA has 
to have a variety of 
approaches and not be 
centred solely around 
electoral work. 

I think we need to 
continue what we’ve 
always been doing, 
which is building a 

mass movement of 
millions of working 
class people. 

We need to bring 
about a government 
and economy that is 
for and by the people, 
not the wealthy few.

I think this doesn’t 
mean just providing a 
critique of the Biden 
administration. 

It also means 
agitating and starting 
action in all corners 

of the country for real 
material change. 

That might look 
like supporting local 
and regional unions 
and worker coalitions. 

It could mean 
fighting for better 
wages and worker 
protections. 

We must also put 
pressure on local lead-
ers to fight for Medicare 
for All and advocate for 
a Green New Deal. 

 Was socialism the problem?
by ISABEL RINGROSE

THROUGHOUT the 
election campaign, 
Donald Trump tried 
to brand Democratic 
candidate Joe 
Biden as a wild left 
winger—calling him 
“a Trojan horse for 
socialism”.

Biden responded, 
“There’s not one 
single syllable that 
I’ve ever said that 
could lead you to 
believe that I was 
a socialist or a 
communist.”

He was correct—
there isn’t.

But Democrat 
leaders are now 

turning on the left 
to deflect blame for 
Biden’s failure to do 
as well as expected.

House of 
Representatives 
member Abigail 
Spanberger, a former 
CIA agent, said, “We 
need to not ever use 
the word ‘socialist’ 
or ‘socialism’ ever 
again. We lost good 
members because of 
that.”

Yet as James 
Downie wrote in 
the Washington Post 
newspaper, “A near-
majority of voters 
in swing districts 
supported the Green 
New Deal. 

“Fifty-three 

percent of Americans 
support Medicare-
for-all. In exit polls, 
57 percent of voters 
expressed support 
for Black Lives 
Matter. 

“In Florida, while 
moderate Democrats 
up and down the 
ticket fell flat, voters 
passed the $15 
minimum wage that 
the left has been 
pushing for years.

“It is simply 
false to claim that 
standing up proudly 
for policies such as 
Medicare-for-all and 
a Green New Deal 
hasn’t worked, when 
the truth is it hasn’t 
been tried.”

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

BIG PHARMA TO CASH IN 
ON NEW COVID-19 VACCINE

 C
OVID-19 ISN’T over, 
but news of a seemingly 
successful vaccine trial 
has prompted a flurry of 
hope that an end may be 

in sight. Boris Johnson said, “I have 
talked about the distant bugle of 
the scientific cavalry coming over 
the brow of the hill. I can tell you 
tonight that the bugle is louder, 
but it’s still some way off.”

A vaccine is often touted as a 
silver bullet by those wanting to 
end lockdown. 

But right from the start 
attempts to develop a vaccine 
have been shaped by the needs of 
private business and competing 
nation states. 

All the promises of a new 
vaccine come directly from its 
manufacturer, pharmaceutical 
giant Pfizer. No independent 
source has been able to verify the 
data coming from the firm or that 
its product could be rolled out in 
a matter of weeks. 

Even if the vaccine works, and 
it’s distributed quickly, millions of 
people still stand the risk of death 
or damage from the virus.

And the idea that a private firm 
could hold the keys to controlling 
the spread of Covid-19 is obscene. 
Developers could have chosen to 

make the vaccine available for free, 
ramped up production and based 
distribution solely on need.

Instead they are charging £14.70 
for each of a two-injection course.

It is going to make them eye-
wateringly rich. After the vaccine 
was announced, Pfizer’s shares 
rose 7.6 percent.

These firms should have made 
all data and discoveries available 
to all. Instead they are hoarding 
commercial secrets.

Under capitalism, drug 
development doesn’t happen 
because of a desire to make 
people better. 

The Big Pharma drugs bosses 
are driven by the bottom 
line. Products are developed, 

manufactured,marketed and judged 
not for their lifesaving potential, 
but on their profit-making abilities. 

Pfizer claims the new drug is 
over 90 percent effective. It says it 
would be able to produce  
50 million doses this year and 
1.3 billion doses next year. 

Rich governments are hoovering 
up huge orders for production—
the US has bought 100 million 
doses and the Tories have grabbed 
50 million. 

The poorest in the world 
won’t have access to the vaccine, 
certainly for months and perhaps 
never.

As the charity Oxfam said, 
the vaccine will be “zero percent 
effective to the people who can’t 
access or afford it.”

There are treatments for HIV/
Aids but globally 14 million people 
living with HIV still do not have 
access to the treatment. 

The vaccine has to be stored 
at minus-70 degrees Celsius until 
the day of use,  a huge logistical 
challenge for poorer countries in 
the present global set-up.

At every stage capitalism has 
incubated the coronavirus crisis. 

Potentially life-giving scientific 
development has to be wrestled 
away from big business.

BREAK THE WEAK TORIES 
 THE TORIES are in trouble. 

Their lockdown is 
unlikely to significantly cut 

coronavirus cases as it leaves key 
areas of transmission, such as 
schools, open.  

The NHS is already being 
overrun.  And government jobs 
measures have been exposed 
as failing. Redundancies reached 
a record high of 314,000 in the 
three months to September.

The Tories have no answer 
to the health and jobs crisis 
except to make ordinary people 

pay for it. But their weaknesses 
and divisions means they can be 
pushed into making U-turns.  

They backtracked over free 
school meals last week, following 
an outcry. And they extended the 
furlough scheme until the end of 
March next year.  

These measures are nowhere 
near enough to stop more people 
being plunged into poverty or 
from going hungry. But they do 
show that the Tories can’t always 
get everything their way.

Resistance on a bigger 

scale could win much more. 
Unfortunately the trade union 
and Labour leaders are refusing to 
lead it. Instead Keir Starmer backs 
up the Tories over lockdown. And 
while unemployment rockets, 
unions largely fail to fight for jobs.  

There are difficulties mobilising 
during the Covid-19 crisis. But 
while the Tories are struggling, 
they aren’t any less nasty.  

The virus hasn’t stopped 
attacks on working class people. 
Resistance is the only way to stop 
those attacks.

Big pharma firms 
don’t develop 
drugs because of a 
desire to make 
people better

‘‘ 

 Biden win has galvanised us--- 
 now the key is to build struggle
 by VIRGINIA RODINO

A WIN for Joe Biden has meant 
that liberals and progressive 
groups were galvanised. 

Over the past week people have 
been taking to the streets not only 
to celebrate Biden’s win but also to 
make sure every vote is counted. 

But as revolutionary socialists we 
have to determine our next steps. 
We can see the warnings from the 
past. 

We saw an anti-war movement 
laid to rest by Barack Obama’s 
administration. 

And recently we saw Obama 
break the strike of NBA players 
showing solidarity with the Black 
Lives Matter movement. 

It is so important that those 
on the left stop thinking that  
corporate-backed presidents are in 
any way the key in the fight for any 
progressive change. 

If we look at who Biden is 
reportedly surrounding himself 
with, it really does not inspire a 
gread deal  of hope. It has  now 
been reported that he will  be 
including a number of Republicans 
in his administration.

To add to this is his choice of vice 
president Kamala Harris—who took 
on hardline law and order policy as 
a state administrator in California. 

Nor should we expect Biden to 
deliver police reform in terms of the 
Black  Lives Matter movement. 

The man that will be president 
has openly advocated for the police 
to receive more funding. 

Movements go to die in the 
Democrats, but also we have to say 
that the party will always be hostile 
to the left in the party. 

The Democratic establishment 
doesn’t see the re-election of “the 
squad” as a victory.

This is because the party ulti-
mately wants to retain the status 
quo. 

The job for revolutionary 
socialists is to keep building united 
fronts as these are the only way 
to fight back against racism and 
fascism. 

Ultimately we would be doing 
the same whether Donald Trump 
or Biden won, as we know we can’t 
wait for any elected official to help 
us out. 

We are organising a day of action 
for immigrant justice and to say 
“close the camps” in California next 
week. 

We have t o keep building fights 
like these because politicians can’t be 
relied on to do anything, unless we 
make them. 
Virginia Rodino is a member of the 
Marx21 group in the US. She was 
speaking at a meeting organised by 
the Socialist Workers Party. See it at 
youtu.be/ytaswr6T3Zc

CELEBRATIONS IN New York after the news that Donald Trump had lost the US presidential election 

 Rust belt votes show many working  
 class people don’t trust Democrats
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

BIDEN’S NARROW victory shows 
that sections of working class 
people are not willing to trust 
the Democrats. 

Analysis compiled by socialist 
writer and activist Mike Davis 
shows that there has not been a 
significant shift for places in the 
“rust belt” region.

This is an area that has 
suffered serious industrial 
decline. 

The rust belt includes states 
such as Ohio, Pennsylvania and 
Indiana, and includes cities such 
as Detroit. It is home to some of 
the highest levels of poverty in 
the US. 

After the 2016 election, Davis 
compiled a list of rust belt 
counties that voted for Obama 
in 2012, then voted for Trump in 
2016. 

This would suggest that votes 
for Trump in these counties 

weren’t motivated by racism. 
Instead they represented a move 
away from the establishment 
politics of Hillary Clinton and 
the Democrats. 

These counties were and still 
are experiencing high levels 
of job losses and economic 
hardship. In this election there 
was very little change in how 
they voted.

Davis wrote, “In three 
previously Trump-won counties, 
Biden was unable to match the 
Clinton vote.

“Where he did improve on her 
totals it was only by an average 

of 3.4 percent, leaving most of 
Trump’s 2016 gains in place.”

Davis added that the vote 
percentage was basically the 
same in Bay County, Florida, and 
in Michigan. 

In 2016, wins for Trump in 
states such as Ohio were crucial 
for his victory. Trump may not 
have won the presidency but he 
did win almost exactly the same 
vote percentage in Ohio as he 
did in 2016. And his total vote 
rose.

Davis added, “There was no 
surge, blue or red, and much 
of rust belt vote looks like a 
photocopy of 2016. 

“Higher turnouts seem to have 
inflated totals with only minor 
changes in composition.”

There has been no serious 
change in how some of the 
poorest people in the US have 
voted. They still don’t trust 
the Democrats to bring them 
change. 

 How to stop a worse Trump
SPENCER, member of 
Wichita Democratic 
Socialists of America (DSA) 

WE BELIEVE that 
Donald Trump losing 
solves nothing. 

People like Biden 
made it possible for 
Trump to win in 2016. 

Now we have a few 
years until the next 
and potentially worse 
Trump comes along. 

Our job in the DSA 

is to try and pull 
Wichita citizens to the 
left. 

And while I don’t 
think that the DSA 
is a revolutionary 
organisation by any 
means, I think we’re 
in a unique position 
to bring over more 
liberal or moderate 
people to socialist 
ideas.

A stepping stone if 
you will.Donald Trump—fired

BACK STORY
Democrat Joe Biden is set to be 
the next president of the US
lBiden won over 75 million 
votes and many more electoral 
college votes than Donald Trump
lBut the fact that Trump won 
more votes than he did in 2016 is 
an indictment of the Democrats
lMany ordinary people and 
activists will rightly celebrate the 
fact that Trump has been beaten
lBut they are already organising 
struggle on the ground as Biden 
will not bring in radical policies 

New York
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The centre still can’t hold—but the 
radical left needs a new strategy
Despite Trump’s defeat, the US election is a hollow victory for Joe Biden. Neoliberalism is 
failing, and in an existential crisis. Alex Callinicos says there are opportunities for the left
DONALD TRUMP has upended 
the politics of the United States. 
Liberal opinion worldwide dis-
missed his victory in November 
2016 as an act of theft, made 
possible thanks to Russian 
meddling.

The 2020 presidential  election 
offered a perfect opportunity 
to correct this anomaly. For 
weeks the mainstream neoliberal 
 establishment was confidently 
 predicting a “blowout” victory for 
their candidate Joe Biden. 

The Democrats even hoped to 
wrest control of the Senate from the 
Republicans and end the  packing 
of federal courts with right-wing 
judges.

But in a few hours on Tuesday 
night and Wednesday morning these 
hopes evaporated. Trump’s strat-
egy of polarising the electorate on 
the basis of race, jobs, and law and 
order allowed him to  consolidate 
and widen his popular base. 

He won enough support among 
Latin Americans to stop Biden 
taking Florida or Texas.

The liberal Democrat economist 
and New York Times columnist Paul 
Krugman lamented, “Will Biden be 
able to govern? 

“He’ll probably face a Republican 
Senate, which also means a rigged 
Supreme Court—and everything we 
know says that they’ll be ruthless 
about sabotaging everything he does. 

“America will look more and 
more like a failed state.”

Trump has transformed the 
Republicans. The New York Times 
acknowledged grudgingly, “If he is 
forced to vacate the White House on 
20 January, Mr Trump is likely to 
prove more resilient than expected 
and almost surely will remain a 
powerful and disruptive force in 
American life. 

He received at least 68 million 
votes, five million more than he did 
in 2016, and commanded about 
48 percent of the popular vote. 

“He retained the support of nearly 
half of the public despite four years 

of scandal, setbacks,  impeachment, 
and the brutal coronavirus outbreak 
that has killed more than 233,000 
Americans”.

Edward Luce of the Financial 
Times newspaper wrote, “The 
Republican party is Trumpian for 
the foreseeable future. ‘We are a 
working class party now. That’s 
the future,’ tweeted Josh Hawley, 
the Missouri senator who has 2024 
presidential aspirations.”

Of course it’s nonsense that 
the Republicans are “a working 
class party”. Trump’s protection-
ism and polarising rhetoric may 
have  alienated the big banks and 
 corporations who have profited 
from neoliberal globalisation. 

But his class base is what the 
Marxist historian Mike Davis 
memorably calls the “lumpen 
 billionaires”—superrich outsiders 
like Trump—and the propertied 
classes of small-town America.

Discontent
Trump has exploited his  outsider 
status to play on the discontent 
of mainly white Americans who 
believe they have lost out in the 
neoliberal era. 

This worked again last week. Exit 
polls show that the biggest issue for 
voters was the economy and not, as 
the Democrats hoped, the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Biden was, like Hillary Clinton in 
2016, the continuity candidate. The 
Democrats remain locked into the 
strategy that she and Bill Clinton 
devised in the 1990s and that 
Barack Obama continued. 

They want to be efficient but 
 supposedly more humane  managers 
of neoliberal capitalism. 

The 2020 presidential election is 
further evidence that the neoliberal 
ideological and political hegemony 
is cracking apart. 

It was strong enough to  contain 
discontent during the global finan-
cial crisis of 2007-9 and its imme-
diate aftermath. But the price 
ordinary people paid then in lost 

jobs and homes, falling incomes, 
reduced public services has created 
an enormous well of anger. 

The successes of Trump, as well 
as Boris Johnson’s pursuit of Brexit, 
have pushed the political system out 
of alignment with the interests of 
big capital.

This is what Krugman really 
means when he fears the US becom-
ing a “failed state”—though this can 
be exaggerated. Under either Biden 
or Trump US imperialism will con-
tinue to resist China’s rise and flex 
its military and financial muscle 
globally.

Unfortunately so far, this crisis 
of hegemony has mainly benefited 
the far right. But there are of course 
 lessons for the radical left as well. 

In Britain, the Labour Party since 
Keir Starmer has moved sharply 
back to towards the politics of 
New Labour under Tony Blair and 
Gordon Brown. Jeremy Corbyn’s 
outrageous suspension symbolises 
this shift.

But  the Biden candidacy 
 represents the Custer’s Last Stand 
of this politics. Despite making it 
to the White House it is a hollow 
victory. 

We’ll have to see how this plays 
out within the Democratic Party. The 
“Squad” of left-wing Congresswomen 
headed by Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez was  re-elected. Luce warns, 
“A Biden presidency risks being 
caught between two irreconcilable 

forces—a stubbornly entrenched 
Trumpian right and an embittered 
Democratic left.”

Starmer is incapable of learning 
from this setback. But the Labour 
left face a dilemma. They won’t be 
allowed the space to argue and agi-
tate that they enjoyed even under 
Blair.

Do they accept being silenced in 
the name of “party unity”—which 
for them, really just means survival? 
This would be a betrayal of the 
hundreds of thousands who joined 
Labour under Corbyn. 

Or do they take the path of 
 defiance? This course means facing 
expulsion.

Opposition
In the past the Labour left have been 
able to evade this kind of choice. 
The scale of mass opposition to the 
Iraq War offered them protection. 
They don’t have this now. 

They should be preparing to 
break with the bankrupt politics 
of the extreme centre that is being 
 forcibly reimposed on Labour and 
form a new socialist party.

This party will have to learn the 
lessons of the Corbyn era. But it 
also has to learn from the  failures 
of recent “new left” parties in 
Europe such as Syriza in Greece 
and Podemos in the Spanish state. 
These gave priority to winning elec-
tions and ended up  implementing 
 neoliberal policies. Corbyn’s 

leadership made concession after 
concession to the Labour right in 
order to hold the party and achieve 
electoral victory. 

Similarly, the bulk of the US left 
lined up behind Biden’s hollow 
 candidacy in the hope of beating 
Trump.

A new socialist party would need 
to give priority to building struggles 
rather than winning elections. Only 
mass movements fighting to improve 
the material conditions of workers 
and to combat racism can halt and 
reverse the advance of the far right. 

This is as true in the US as here 
in Britain and elsewhere in Europe.

Within this broader left we need 
a stronger organised revolutionary 
pole. 

The successes of the far right in 
the US and Britain have exposed the 
limits of reformist politics  pursuing 
electoral success to transform 
society.

We need to build the Socialist 
Workers Party and its counterparts 
elsewhere. Revolutionary parties 
understand that only workers’ strug-
gles from below can rid the world of 
capitalism and imperialism and all 
the oppressions they support. 

Joining the SWP is a vital first 
step in rebuilding the left.

POLITICIANS TIED to a failing system  

More online
Longer version of this article at  
bit.ly/LeftAfterUSelectionThe left can’t repeat the failures of Syriza, which put parliament before struggle
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 The Tories  
 backtrack  
 after school  
 meals theft
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE TORIES have been forced 
into a humiliating climbdown 
over free school meals.  

After weeks of insisting that the 
meals would only be provided in 
term time, the government has said 
it will provide them during holidays 
too.  

It will spend over £400 million 
to provide a “winter grant scheme” 
and expand a programme of activi-
ties and food supplies.  

The shift follows a high-profile 
campaign by footballer Marcus 
Rashford, backed by school  workers 
and parents. 

It shows that campaigning is 
worth it. 

But the Tory plan is also severely 
limited.  

I t s  p a c k a g e  i n c l u d e s  a  
£170 million ring-fenced fund 
for councils, of which at least  
80 percent will go towards help 
with food and bills. 

This will be funded from the start 
of December until the end of March 
next year.  

But the fact that the fund isn’t 
solely for food is a problem, given 
the soaring numbers of people who 
can’t afford to pay their rent and 
bills.

The Tories are also giving more 
money to food banks. 

But what they should be doing 
is increasing benefits and wages so 
that people don’t have to rely on 
food banks in the first place.  

Children’s commissioner for 
England Anne Longfield said, “A 
“long-term solution to the  growing 
number of children in poverty is 
urgently needed”. 

Temporary
She added that the government 
should also keep the temporary  
£20 rise it made to Universal  
Credit.  

And not all children who 
need help will get it under the  
Tory plans. Rashford said some 
children will miss out “because 
their family income isn’t quite low 
enough”.  

There are also quest ions 
about how people will access the 
 support. 

Deputy general secretary of the 
NAHT union Nick Brook said the 

move “falls short” in stopping holi-
day hunger. 

He said the plans may make it 
hard for some to get help.  

“We would question whether pro-
vision of food should be  dependent 
upon attending an activity, which 
might not be suitable, available or 
accessible for particular groups,” 
he said.  

Around 1.4 million children 
receive free school meals across 
England. 

Support
The Tories said they would be 
provided for over the summer, yet 
many parents were still left  without 
support.  

Some could not download the 
vouchers they were entitled to for 
weeks, or found that the vouchers 
didn’t work at shop checkouts.  

Kent County Council ran a 
voucher system over the October 
half term. 

But it said that less than half 
of children eligible were sent 
vouchers.  

In a statement last week, the 
council said it had given out 19,875 
supermarket vouchers.

 It amounts to around 40 percent 
of the 50,000 children eligible for 
free school meals.  

The Tories have been pushed 
back—but their measures will still 
leave children hungry.

On other pages...
The left’s hope lies outside the 
Labour Party>>Page 10&11

BACK STORY
In October, Tory MPs voted 
against further extending free 
school meals in England during 
the holidays
lThe scheme was first extended 
when schools shut in lockdown 
and over the summer
lThe Tories provided councils 
with hardship funds, but to cover 
a variety of needs
lParents and others protested, 
arguing that this was a brutal 
class-based assault  
lAround 1.4 million children 
receive free school meals 
across England. 

CHILDREN WILL be provided with meals in the holidays

Avoidable coronavirus spike means 
hospitals will have to limit services
by SARAH BATES 

ROUTINE NHS care is being 
delayed in an attempt to cope with 
the devastating second Covid-19 
spike.  

Greater Manchester hospitals 
have suspended non-urgent 
surgery and appointments after a 
surge in the number of coronavirus 
patients.

Operations and appointments 
for cancer and other urgent 
conditions will continue, but other 
bookings are to be paused from 
Monday, the Manchester Evening 
News reported.

Another hospital trust has 
declared a major incident as 
demand for oxygen rises among 
Covid-19 patients.

Grimsby and Scunthorpe 
Hospital Trust has seen a big rise 
in coronavirus patients admitted.

Medical director Kate Wood 
said, “I can confirm that the Trust 
has enacted its Major Incident Plan 
due to the demands on our oxygen 
supplies.

“We have also put a call out for 
additional nursing staff to work 
extra shifts.”

But due to lack of staff, revised 
NHS England guidelines will mean 
nurses will have to look after 

double the number of patients. 
NHS bosses are ruling that nurses 
can look after two critically ill 
Covid-19 patients at the same 
time. 

Dr Alison Pittard, dean of the 
Faculty of Intensive Care said the 
changes were “not sustainable in 
the long term.”

“There is sickness that makes 
the current situation worse, but 
the main issue is the longstanding 
failure to expand the workforce, 
and that is doctors, nurses and 
allied health professionals,” she 
said. 

In Liverpool, the government’s 
claim to be testing the entire city 
may soon fall flat. 

A rapid Covid-19 test being 
rolled out across the city was 
found to miss more than  
50 percent of positive cases in its 

trial phase in Greater Manchester. 
The tests, which give results in 

20 minutes, flagged up only 46.7 
percent of positive results last 
month. 

So the government’s first mass 
screening effort is likely to miss vital 
opportunities to stop the spread. 

Meanwhile, the Independent 
Sage group of scientists said 
Britain faces the prospect of 
“continual lockdowns”. It added 
that the government must provide 
proper financial support for people 
forced to self-isolate.

The group said a similar policy 
to the present lockdown would 
be needed again next year unless 
the test, trace, isolate and support 
system was fixed quickly.

David King, who chairs the 
committee, said people who were 
told to self-isolate needed to be 
sure that “they will not suffer by 
isolating”. 

He said that the government’s 
strategy of simply fining people 
who break the rules was not 
working.

Some eight months after the 
beginning of the first lockdown, 
the Tories are still trapped in the 
headlights about how to deal with 
Covid-19. 

Their delays and mistakes put us 
all at risk.

Testing in Liverpool
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National 
education 
strike called 
in France
Following blockades by brave 
students over school safety 
measures, unions will now take 
more action, says Charlie Kimber

A FRENCH education union was 
set to hold a national strike on 
Tuesday, as Socialist Worker 
went to press, to enforce corona-
virus safety in schools.

It follows days of local walkouts 
organised by rank and file activists 
and courageous student actions in 
the face of police repression.

Schools  returned after  a 
 two-week break earlier this month. 

But they found that hardly any 
new safety measures had been 
implemented, even though the 
number of Covid-19 cases in France 
has soared.

In response teachers held general 
assemblies—mass meetings along 
with elected parents’ representa-
tives—to organise. In many schools 
they called for stoppages.

Resources 
Mari, a Paris teacher, told Socialist 
Worker, “My school is in the 93rd 
department of the capital, a very 
poor area. We never have enough 
resources, but it is even worse now.

“All the issues such as lack of 
space and lack of staff come back 
with a big hit on whether you can 
teach safely.

“I think it  will  be a big 
strike. Some teachers think the 
demand should be to close the 
schools. Others say that we fight  
for measures such as splitting 
classes. 

“Whatever teachers think more 
generally, we know we can’t go on 
as we are.”

Teachers at the Malherbe school  
in Caen, in the north of France, 
walked out. Several schools in 
Paris saw blockades, walkouts—and 
police attacks on young people.

At Paul Eluard school police vio-
lently arrested five school students, 
throwing some to the ground. 

One was quickly released, but the 
other four were held all day. 

They were let go only after a 
demonstration by parents, stu-
dents and teachers at the central 
police station. At Colbert school 

police used tear gas and riot shields 
against students.

Students at Saint-Exupery school 
in Lyon barricaded their school and 
were met by a brutal police assault. 
Six students were arrested.

Several  hundred students 
 blockaded the Les Bourdonnieres 
school in Nantes in western France. 

They held up traffic and burned 
rubbish bins.

In Tours in central France stu-
dents blockaded their school using 
rubbish bins and pallets.

At Paul Valery school in Paris a 
student said, “My mother has health 
problems. 

“I don’t want her to end up in 
hospital because of me. It’s not just 
about my health at school, it’s my 
family.”

There is a tense and bitter atmos-
phere in many schools.

The revolt by teachers and stu-
dents has the authorities worried. 

After the wave of strikes the gov-
ernment conceded the demand for 
half-sized classes and rotas in some 
schools.

But despite concessions the strike 
is set to go ahead, for proper meas-
ures in all schools.

 
On other pages...
How the cops started spying on 
the left>>Page 17

BACK STORY
This strike comes as France is 
still experiencing a devastating 
second wave of the coronavirus. 
lLast Sunday almost 90,000 
cases of the virus were recorded 
in a single day. This number was 
a record high for the third day in 
a row
lTotal virus cases in France are 
now the fifth highest in the world
lMore than 40,000 people have 
officially died as a result of the 
virus, and 27,660 are in hospital

Deadly storm hits Central America 
by SARAH BATES 

HUNDREDS OF people are 
feared dead after Tropical Storm 
Eta ripped through Central 
America and Mexico. 

Guatemala has been 
particularly badly hit—a 
landslide caused by downpours 
is feared to have killed at least 
150 people.

The storm hit the country last 
Saturday. 

Rescuers were still searching 
for survivors as Socialist Worker 
went to press.

Eta is one of the deadliest 
storms to hit Central America in 
recent years, and “catastrophic 

flooding” will continue, 
according to the US National 
Hurricane Centre.

“We have been without 
food for two days, waiting to 
be evacuated,” said William 
Santos, who was sheltering on 
the roof of a banana packing 
plant with 300 other people in 
Honduras. 

Extreme weather, which 
devastates lives in some of the 
world’s poorest places, is on 
course to dramatically worsen 
under rapidly advancing climate 
catastrophe. 

Storm Eta is a dramatic 
reminder of what is to come and 
the horrors unfolding around the 
world today.

Israel destroys more homes
ISRAEL’S army 
demolished homes of 
nearly 80 Palestinians 
in the occupied West 
Bank on Tuesday of 
last week.

Half of those 
made homeless were 
children, according to 
Israeli anti-occupation 
organisation B’tSelem.

Israel said the 
village, in the Jordan 
Valley, had been 
built “illegally” in a 

military-controlled 
zone.

Israel has occupied 
the West Bank since it 
invaded in 1967. 

It still uses military 
laws to control 
Palestinians and push 
them off of their land. 
Its government wants 
to annexe the entire 
Jordan Valley.

Abdelghani Awada, 
left homeless by the 
operation, told the 

AFP news agency 
that the Israelis gave 
people “10 minutes  
to evacuate our 
homes”.

“Then, they started 
bulldozing,” he said.

He said his family 
had lived in the 
area for generations 
and accused Israel 
of trying to “empty 
the Jordan Valley 
of its Palestinian 
population”.

SCHOOL STUDENTS blockade the Pasteur high school in Besancon

FIGURE IT OUT

140   homes were 
demolished by Israel 
in 2019—a record 
number

238   Palestinian people 
were displaced by 
their homes being 
destroyed

127  of them were  
children 

Floods caused by the storm
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Keir Starmer’s 
suspending 
of Jeremy 
Corbyn
LABOUR AND the Tories 
are the same mob, just 
different colour banners 
and ties.

Martin Leitch
On Facebook

lI’VE ALREADY left the 
Labour Party after being 
a supporter all my life. 
My only hope was the 
last election—hope is 
now gone!

Ruth Oliver
On Facebook

lSTARMER NEVER got 
a knighthood for services 
to the working class 
that’s for sure…

John Heath
On Facebook

lJEREMY CORBYN is 
one of the most decent 
politicians who was 
sabotaged by the right 
wing of his own party. 

Criticism of Israeli 
polices and actions 
should not be conflated 
with antisemitism.

Fadlullah Wilmot
On Facebook

lI RE-JOINED the 
Labour Party because 
we voted in a socialist 
leader.

If he’s banned what’s 
the use of staying in a 
right wing party? 

The purge started 
with the expulsion 
of Derby MP Chris 
Williamson and was 
followed by the sacking 
of shadow education 
secretary Rebecca Long-
Bailey. 

The ironic thing is 
that Williamson has been 
cleared of all charges.

Dave Leonard
On Facebook

Tories don’t 
care for us
TORIES ONLY care for 
themselves and no one 
else, regardless of age. 
We’re a commodity to 
them.

Stephen Rose
On Facebook

Protests, not 
elections
THE PROTESTS and 
strikes taking place in 
the United States are 
where real power is. 

Democrat presidential 
candidate Joe Biden 
failed to tap into this 
power out of fear of 
being called a socialist. 

He isn’t an alternative 
to Trump.

Eloise Tomlinson
Wycombe

Just a 
thought...

 Tories care about Christmas, but not Eid
THE TORIES keep saying 
they want to try and get 
families back together for 
Christmas. They didn’t say 
the same for Eid.

During Eid pictures 
circulated of people praying 
outdoors while distancing. 
Yet the media vilified them 
and complained they 
weren’t distanced.

The government then 
announced they needed 
Muslims to come together 
to beat the virus.

Back then there was lots 
of fear mongering and 
when there is fear, they 
blame Muslims.

Now their whole rhetoric 

is about saving Christmas, 
but they’re not taking the 
best interests of everyone 
in.

Had restrictions been put 
in sooner, Christmas could 
have been “saved”.

It’s Diwali this month yet 
Sikhs and Hindus must 
spend this in lockdown. 
And Muslims had to spend 
celebrations in lockdown. 
There’s been no 
acknowledgement of this.

We couldn’t see our 
families during Eid and not 
everyone could pray in 
mosques.

It’s frustrating and they 
keep giving superficial 

reasons. 
The government has no 

humanity to want to make 
things better for everyone, 
only what’s in their own 
best interests.

Zara Khan
East London

 Rent strike   
 hits back
THE UNIVERSITY of 
Manchester (UoM) has 
broken accommodation 
contracts and has lied to 
students. 

In retaliation, students 
have held back what the 
university cares about 
most—money. 

Moving in September 
was never going to be easy. 

Social distancing and 
litres of hand sanitiser were 
anticipated. But what 
wasn’t anticipated was the 
shocking response of UoM.

In our contracts they 
insist that in an event such 
as a pandemic, UoM will 
take “reasonable and 
proportionate steps to 
mitigate any adverse 
impact”.

But in reality this 
consisted of delayed 
responses to maintenance 
emergencies and 
non‑existent mental health 
support. 

Infections skyrocketed.
Some students reached 

out for support because 
online food deliveries were 
limited.

They were told to send 
the “least ill person” to the 
supermarket. 

When the university did 
supply food it was often 
weeks late and rotting 
within days.

Unemptied bins 
overflowed and students 
had to cook in disgusting 
conditions.

Students emailed their 
complaints to the 
accommodation office 
around 22 October. They 
were told a particular staff 
member was on annual 
leave and would respond 
from 2 November.

But by 5 November no 
response had surfaced. 

So we continue to strike.
Archie Rogers

Manchester 

 Keir Starmer should stop  
 supporting Tory policies
THE LABOUR Party and its 
leader Keir Starmer have 
been weak on calling out 
the failures of the 
government. Now they 
have endorsed a lockdown 
that will be ineffective.

The failure to close 
schools will hinder any 
attempt to stop the 
community spread of 
Covid‑19. Evidence already 
shows that schools are an 
epicentre of spreading the 
virus. 

They should be closed 
and Starmer should back 
the unions, not the Tories. 

Starmer hasn’t put together 
a comprehensive Covid‑19 
strategy and has ignored 
the NEU education union.

Instead he has been 
spending his time 
suspending Jeremy Corbyn 
from Labour.

The party should be 
fighting for the safety of all 
school staff and students. 

But instead it is 
pandering to whatever 
ineffective strategy the 
Tories want to impose 
on us. 

Nathan Johnston
Newcastle

‘Time to tear down the jails’
ONE OF my young family members 
was in prison a while ago. During 
our visit we were treated like 
prisoners ourselves—made to wait 
endlessly in the shabby, dirty 
facilities.

But at least we could leave. He 
spent his jail time scavenging 
things to trade for tins of tuna to 
supplement the dreadful diet.

I heard another story from a 
woman whose family member died 
handcuffed to a hospital bed. 

The cuffs weren’t removed for 
hours after he died.

The latest annual report into 
deaths and complaints from the 
chief inspector of prisons shows 
how widespread these experiences 
are.

Healthcare often did not meet 
the required standard, and “was 

not equivalent to that in the 
community”.

A prisoner killed himself after 
being bullied by other inmates. A 
prison officer “didn’t notice” one 
of his charges had died in his cell.

A guard chained themselves to 
a frail, 72 year old inmate after 
he’d had a heart attack.

The report doesn’t even cover 
the pandemic. Next year’s report 
will make for grim reading.

The chief inspector warned four 
years ago there was no custody 
centre in England or Wales safe to 
hold children.

Last month he said there is still 
no clear vision for improvement. 
He added, “Too many of our 
recommendations about 
improvements in primary and 
mental healthcare are repeated 

year after year.”
We should be angry, but not 

surprised. Prison isn’t there to 
“rehabilitate” people.

It dispenses ill treatment to 
overwhelmingly poor, unemployed 
and often mentally ill people 
trying to survive in a brutally 
unequal society.

It’s there to prop up the class 
divide. Burgle a mansion? 

Go to jail. 
Make billions from 

climate‑wrecking fracking like 
Ineos boss Jim Ratcliffe? 

Get a knighthood.
Tear the prisons down—or 

mothball them for when we bring 
the Jim Ratcliffes of this world to 
justice.

Kim Hunter
Scarborough
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 THE LEFT’S 
 HOPE LIES 
 OUTSIDE
 LABOUR
Keir Starmer’s suspension of Jeremy Corbyn and the 
war on the left has sparked arguments about whether 
the Labour Party is really a vehicle for change. 
Here members—and some of those who have left 
in response to the attacks—tell Nick Clark how the 
witch hunt has changed the party

 THAT WAS the last straw,” said 
Liam, after Jeremy Corbyn was 
suspended from the Labour 

Party. “I thought it was possible to stay 
and fight until they suspended him. 

“The membership card says Labour is 
a democratic socialist party. But under 
Keir Starmer it’s not.”

Liam is one of many Labour members 
and supporters who have realised the 
party isn’t for them thanks to Starmer’s 
leadership.

For Liam and many others, Corbyn’s 
suspension for—correctly—saying the 
scale of antisemitism in the party had 
been overstated was a turning point. It 
was also the culmination of an assault 
on the left that had grown, unchecked, 
for years.

A report by the Equalities and Human 
Rights Commission (EHRC) gave the 
right “proof” that left wing, anti-war, 
pro-Palestine politics are to blame for 
antisemitism. They used it and Corbyn’s 
suspension to send the left a message—
shut up or be thrown out.

“Anything you say against the report, 
you’ll be branded an antisemite when 
that’s probably not the case,” Liam told 
Socialist Worker. “You could just be 
speaking out about what Israel does—
anti-Zionism isn’t the same as being 
antisemitic. 

“There’s no point doing it in the 
Labour Party any more. For me the 
Labour Party is dead.”

Liam isn’t alone in thinking that, or in 
connecting it to much broader frustra-
tion at Labour’s shift rightwards under 
Starmer.

For Dijana, the sheer injustice of 
how the media and the right treated 
Corbyn contrasts with how they—and 
Starmer—treat Boris Johnson.

“I’m not excusing any antisemitism 
that exists,” she told Socialist Worker. 
“But everybody knows what Corbyn 
said and he’s not antisemitic. He was 
victimised—what the media did to 
him was horrendous. 

Quoted
“It’s ridiculous while a blind eye was 
turned to Boris Johnson and every-
thing he’s been quoted as saying. 
He’s talked about ‘picaninnies with 
watermelon smiles’. He compared 
Muslim women who wear the burqa 
to letter boxes.”

Dijana said Starmer “leans more 
towards the Tories”.

“It doesn’t feel like Labour is bend-
ing over backwards for the people any-
more,” she said.

“Look at what’s happening to people’s 
jobs and livelihoods—what’s happening 
to the teachers. Nobody’s backing them 
up as they struggle in schools that aren’t 
protecting them.”

Liam, who lost his oil refinery job 
in March, said Labour should demand 
much more from the Tories to support 

LABOUR HAS done 
little to stand up for the 
hundreds of thousands 
who have lost their 
jobs recently, such as 
those protesting at the 
Tate Gallery in London 
(below) 

people during the pandemic. Instead, 
Labour accepts limited measures such 
as the furlough scheme.

“Labour should push for more support 
for mental health services,” he added. 
“Those services were already stretched. 
Now the pandemic and lockdowns will 
stretch those services even more.”

Like many people, Dijana and Liam 
say they weren’t really interested in 
politics before Corbyn became Labour 
leader. “When Grenfell happened it 
became very apparent what side I need 
to be on,” said Dijana.

“Corbyn’s views and what he was 
fighting for—everything that was in 
his manifesto—were things that were 
speaking to me.”

It’s damning of Starmer’s politics that 
his leadership is pushing them away.

Dylan, a student, said he joined Labour 
in October last year and canvassed for it 
in the general election. After Labour lost 
and Corbyn announced plans to stand 
down, Dylan backed the left’s candidate 
to replace him, Rebecca Long-Bailey.

But he was—at first—prepared to 
give Starmer a chance. 

“He was talking about unifying the 
party and ending factionalism,” Dylan 
told Socialist Worker. “I agree with all 
that—I’m against factionalism. 

“But he’s turned out to be one of the 
most factious Labour leaders. He seems 
hell bent on waging civil war against the 
left in the party.

“I don’t know how much longer this 
can go on before being a leftist in Labour 
becomes untenable. I’m attending a 
Labour Party meeting on Zoom where 
no doubt the Corbyn situation will be 
discussed. On the basis of that I’ll decide 
if I can in good conscience remain a 
member.”

Leaving
For Labour activists arguing for people 
to stay in the party, leaving would give 
the right exactly what they want.

Some of them—including FBU union 
leader Matt Wrack—have launched a 
new campaign, “Don’t Leave, Organise.” 
At an online meeting last week, Labour 
councillor Matt Nathan told activists the 
suspension of Corbyn is “a calculated 
provocation to get you to leave the party 
of your own accord”.

“I don’t have all the answers but I 
think the right place to start might be 
doing the opposite of that,” he said.

But even those who argue for stay-
ing accept that the future inside Labour 
looks grim.

Sophie Wilson, another Labour coun-
cillor, warned that some activists expect 
the left to bounce back too quickly. She 
said it would be “another decade or so 
before the left’s in the same position as 
we were in the 2017 general election”.

Encouraging activists to be “pre-
pared”, leading Momentum member 
Sonali Bhattacharyya promised, “We 

know this is just the beginning. Things 
will get worse.”

People in the meeting had ideas about 
what they could do to fight back.

One Labour member wanted to 
“reform the stinking and rotten bureau-
cracy of our party”. Another wanted to 
demand a “moratorium” on the discipli-
nary procedures and “a review of the 
decisions made”.

Yet members are struggling even to be 
allowed to pass motions in local groups. 

Norman, chair of South Thanet 
Constituency Labour Party, said mem-
bers there passed a motion in support for 
Corbyn “by an overwhelming majority”.

He sent the motion to Labour’s gen-
eral secretary. The very next day he got 
an email from a local official saying the 
motion was “out of order”.

“For those who are going to carry on 
in the Labour Party, I can tell you it’s not 
easy,” he said.

If that wasn’t enough, many were also 
frustrated at left wing politicians’ and 
officials’ failure to lead a fight. Wilson 
said the Socialist Campaign Group of 
left wing MPs had been “weak” in not 
threatening to rebel against Starmer.

Catastrophic
She also said calls for “unity” by the left 
“frankly just piss members off”.

“Why should we call for unity with 
members of a faction which has made 
endless attacks on us?” she asked.

For her and many others in the 
meeting, the way the Corbyn leadership 
approached the accusations that brought 
him down has been catastrophic.

Prominent activist Salma Yaqoob 
said “good comrades have been 
thrown under the bus” because of the 
leadership’s refusal to defend the right 
to criticise Israel.

“For a long time we had to have a 
hierarchy of priorities,” she said. “And 
for whatever reason the people around 
Jeremy took the view that this battle line 
need not be made.”

This has always defeated the left 
inside Labour. As Wilson and Wrack 
both acknowledged, the left has been 
in the minority in the party, making the 
same mistakes, for decades. 

The power of MPs—and their threats 
of sabotage, disunity and expulsion—
always whip the left into compromise 
and submission. Even at the height of 
Corbyn’s leadership, he and his allies 
backed away from anything even close 
to the sort of sweeping party reforms 
activists demand now.

Now, with the right’s attack in full 
swing, left MP John McDonnell still 
insists on apologising to them. Another, 
Ian Lavery, urges members to be “cau-
tious” in what they say in meetings to 
avoid being suspended themselves.

For Dijana, this is one reason not to 
be in Labour. “I think to have the abil-
ity to fight in Labour you would have 
to give up on a few of your own views, 
especially when it comes to Palestine,” 
she said.

“A lot of people in the Labour Party 
see support for Palestine as antisemitic. 
That in itself is a compromise, and I 
don’t want to compromise my views. 

“We have to be open to other people’s 
views. But there are certain things you 
can’t justify, you can’t talk away.”

Dylan said the party machine is a big 
obstacle facing people who stay in Labour. 
He said the mostly left wing membership 
in his local organisation keep running up 
against right wing officials.

“The membership in my party are 
firmly socialist and Corbynist,” he said. 
“There’s a lot of dissatisfaction with 
Starmer. But there are people firmly to 
the centre who will strongly denounce 
anyone who says they don’t like the 
direction of the party.”

He said the “very firmly Starmerite” 
local leadership backed Starmer’s “luke-
warm support” of the Tories. “Our local 
newsletter basically parroted what the 
Tories said over lockdown,” said Dylan.

“There was no sense that Labour was 
going to seriously oppose anything the 
Conservatives did over coronavirus, 
and the local party toed the line over it. 
The rank and file membership are still 
very much supporting Corbyn, but the 
machine is behind Starmer.”

It’s telling that Liam, Dijana and 
Dylan all seem to have a greater sense 
of optimism than those who don’t see a 
future outside Labour.

All three joined the Socialist Workers 
Party (SWP) in the days following 
Corbyn’s suspension because they 

believe there can be an alternative.
Liam is hopeful that, despite Corbyn’s 

defeat, the millions of people who were 
inspired by him could still be organised. 

“Corbynism is the first introduction to 
socialism lots of people have had,” he 
said. “We could get leaflets out to people 
and entice them to know more about it. 

“There are a lot of young people out 
there who could become good active 
members of their community.”

Dylan thinks the left can find a differ-
ent approach to parliament. “The best 
thing for the left is to work not through 
parliament but through the trade 
unions,” he said. “At the same time as I 
joined the SWP I joined the IWW union 
because the best thing to do is work 
through organised labour.”

But he added that Labour’s link to 
trade unions is important.

“It will be interesting to see what the 
Unite union’s Len McCluskey says in fol-
lowing days,” he said. 

“If Starmer keeps the ties with the 
left wing element of the unions I think 
there’s still a case for staying in Labour.

“But if he attempts to repress the 
unions and moves the party in a Blairite 
direction, seeking corporate money 
rather than union support, that’s when 
you have to break.”

Dijana said that moment has already 
come. “People have to rise up and form 
their own party,” she said. “I think 
there’s a big change coming and the 
Labour Party isn’t up to it.”

‘Starmer was talking about unifying 
the party. I agree with all that— 
I’m against factionalism. But he’s 
turned out to be one of the most 
factious Labour leaders’
DYLAN 
Student who joined Labour last year

‘Anything you say against the EHRC 
report, you’ll be branded an 
antisemite when that’s probably not 
the case. For me, the Labour Party 
is dead. ’
LIAM 

‘[It will be] another decade or so 
before the left’s in the same 
position as we were in the 2017 
general election ’
SOPHIE WILSON
Labour councillor

The power of MPs, 
and their threats of 
sabotage, always 
whip the left into 
submission

‘‘ 

Sonali Bhattacharyya 
(top) Councillor Matt 
Nathan (middle) 
Dijana (above)

‘Corbyn is the first introduction to socialism
for lots of people,’ says Liam

‘‘
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
ONLINE MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to 
discuss political issues 
and local interventions. 
All welcome.

BIRMINGHAM
How revolution ended 
slavery—the Haitian 
Revolution
Wed 18 Nov, 7pm
281-634-5938
BOLTON & WIGAN
Covid-19 and economic 
recession—how can 
workers fight back?
Thu 19 Nov, 
6.30pm
872-5136-9540
BRADFORD
Capitalism, diet and 
the politics of food
Thu 19 Nov, 7pm
885 9187 7552

BRIGHTON AND HOVE
Refugees welcome 
here! Why socialists 
say open the borders
Thu 19 Nov,
 6.30pm
818-1857-1448
BRISTOL
Anger to revolution—what 
makes people rise up?
Thu 19 Nov, 
7.30pm
688-397-3148
CARDIFF
Toussaint L’Ouverture and 
the Haitian Revolution
Wed 18 Nov, 
7.30pm
630-181-4857
CREWE AND STOKE-ON-TRENT
After Corbyn’s suspension—
where next for the left?
Thu 19th Nov 
7.30pm
861-4394-0431

DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
Thailand in revolt—the 
youth battle for democracy
Wed 18 Nov, 7.30pm
894 2628 7708
EAST MIDLANDS
How would socialists 
deal with a pandemic?
Wed 25 Nov, 7pm
354-874-4790
EDINBURGH
Anger to revolution—what 
makes people rise up?
Wed 18 Nov, 
7.30pm
431-459-112
GLASGOW
Is there a new global revolt?
Thu 19 Nov, 6.30pm
851 5254 7239
HARLOW
Workers, union leaders 
and the fightback
Thu 19 Nov, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Capitalism, diet and 
the politics of food
Thu 26 Nov, 
6.30pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS
Why we need system change 
not climate change
Thu 19 Nov, 
7pm
935-5290-8076
LONDON: HACKNEY
Rising homophobia—
how do we fight back?
Thu 19 Nov, 
7.30pm
798-534-2585
LONDON: HARINGEY
Crisis and polarisation—
where next after the 
US election?
Wed 18 Nov, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Covid and the economic 
crisis—how can we 
make the rich pay?
Thu 19 Nov, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond?
Wed 18 Nov, 7.30pm
899 4622 5649
LONDON: SOUTH
US, China and imperialism
Wed 18 Nov, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
A rebel’s guide to Trotsky
Wed 18 Nov, 7.30pm
543-023-057
MANCHESTER
Is there a north-
south divide?
Wed 18 Nov, 7.15pm
323-178-7151

PLYMOUTH
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Thu 19 Nov, 
7pm
854 8166 0713
PORTSMOUTH
Crisis and polarisation—
where next after the 
US election?
Wed 18 Nov, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809 
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Covid-19 and the economic 
crisis—how can we 
make the rich pay?
Thu 19 Nov, 7pm
528-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON
Crisis and polarisation—
where next after the 
US election?
Wed 18 Nov, 
7.30pm
381-513-5080
SWANSEA AND WEST WALES
Don’t return to business 
as usual—what kind of 
health service do we need?
Thu 19 Nov, 7pm
902-964-963
YORK AND SCARBOROUGH
After Corbyn’s suspension—
what’s the alternative 
to Starmer’s Labour?
Wed 18 Nov, 
7.30pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for 
your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

BLACK COUNTRY
Wed 25 Nov,
 7.30pm
352 891 2411

CHESTERFIELD
Thu 19 Nov,
 6.30pm
829-532-8731

HUDDERSFIELD
Thu 19 Nov, 
7pm
290-168-1804

LIVERPOOL
Wed 18 Nov,
 7pm
493-925-5919

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 18 Nov, 7.30pm
818-391-0420

LONDON: WEST 
AND NORTH WEST
Thu 19 Nov, 6pm
464 857 8247

NEWCASTLE
Wed 18 Nov, 
7pm
368-595-2712

OXFORD
Thu 19 Nov, 
7pm
861 5369 5522

From Poland to Britain and the US
Fighting for abortion rights

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to 
Engels by Camilla Royle 
£4

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege explain 
racism? by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad 
and Weyman Bennett, £3

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquires@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ
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TELEVISION

What to 
stream
FANS OF BBC One’s His 
Dark Materials were 
disappointed when a 
special episode couldn’t be 
filmed due to coronavirus.

That disappointment 
came to an end on Sunday 
when the second series 
of the Philip Pullman 
adaptation came out. It 
reunites Fleabag stars 
Andrew Scott and Phoebe 
Waller-Bridge. 

In the first series we saw 
Lyra (Dafne Keen)—who 
is from another world—
search for a kidnapped 
friend and expose a plot 

involving stolen children. 
In the second series, Lord 

Asriel (James McAvoy) has 
opened a bridge to a new 
world.

Meanwhile, still 
distraught over the death of 
her best friend, Lyra follows 
Asriel into the unknown. 
She soon meets Will (Amir 
Wilson), who is also running 
away from a troubled past. 

Lyra and Will have to 
reunite Will and his father. 

But as the drums of war 
beat louder around them, 
they are thwarted in their 
quest. 

 Complex characters make  
 for a harsh, thrilling Irish tale
Tana French, author of the Dublin Murder Squad series, is back with a 
brilliant standalone novel, The Searcher, writes Sadie Robinson
THIS IS a beautifully written and 
engaging thriller set in a rural part 
of Ireland.

The descriptions of landscapes, 
weather and wildlife are great to 
read for anyone living in a busy city. 

But while the setting might be 
beautiful, it is far from peaceful.

French is perhaps best-known for 
her Dublin Murder Squad books, 
which were made into BBC series 
Dublin Murders last year. 

The Searcher, a standalone novel, 
is just as good.

Retired US cop Cal has moved 
continents to try to escape the 
pressures of city life.

At first it seems he has succeeded 
and the reader can enjoy his new, 
simpler life along with him. 

But it turns out that similar 
dangers to those he left behind exist 
everywhere.

Cal is a great character. We find 
out gradually about the breakdown 
of his marriage and start to figure out 
the reasons for its ending.

French paints a picture of a man 
who has lost his way, ended up 
somewhere he didn’t expect and isn’t 
sure how it happened. 

Cal regularly reminisces about 
being with his daughter when she 
was young. Now she’s older and they 
are in different countries, they have 
less of a connection.

Dilapidated
He sets about doing up his  dilapidated 
new home, but is distracted from this 
soothing work when a young kid 
called Trey starts to visit. 

Trey eventually pulls Cal into 
investigating the mystery of a  missing 
brother.

Both these characters are very well 
written and there’s a great twist in 
the character of Trey.

Cal’s informal investigation 
brings him up against many of the 
 townsfolk for one reason or another. 
There is a creeping, unsettling sense 
that  something isn’t quite right.

The story doesn’t drag at all, and 
there are enough side plots and 
minor characters to hold the  reader’s 
interest. 

French gets across horribly how 
people can be pushed into carrying 
out brutal acts because they believe 
it’s the least bad option.

The dilemmas that people 
find themselves in help to create 
 characters that aren’t black and 
white.

It’s a great read with a relatively 
simple plot that nonetheless creates 
all kinds of complications.
The Searcher by Tana French is avail-
able now in hardback for £14.99 and 
£9.99 on Kindle

A realistic but surreal vision of refuge
FILM
HIS HOUSE
Directed by Remi Weekes

FROM THE first frame of this 
Netflix film we are transported 
into the harsh realities of being a 
refugee.

This horror film submerges 
the viewer into a nightmare of 
a treacherous boat ride, and 
people drowning, and on to a 
fated journey to Britain.

It follows a couple, Rial and 
Bol Majur, who have escaped 
from the civil war in South 
Sudan to a small English town.

The lead characters are 
haunted by a witch that inhabits 
their downtrodden house.

The film homes in on 
the mental trauma and 

post-traumatic stress disorder 
that often goes unseen. 

Intentionally, Rial and 
Bol’s names are rarely heard, 
representing the dehumanisation 
of refugees and asylum seekers—
the way they are only viewed as 
these labels, rather than human 
beings. 

His House gives us 
a perspective of how 
nerve-wracking it can be for 
asylum seekers once they enter 
Britain. They are faced by the  
systemic, top down, hostile 
environment at the detention 
centre and the cold and  
unwelcoming people in their 
town.

Weekes also highlights the 
hierarchical battle between 
recent immigrants and others 
from migrant backgrounds.

In a key scene Rial approaches 
a group of young black boys for 
directions. But instead of helping 
they retort, “Go back to Africa.”

And we can feel the pressure 
to assimilate while being 
“othered” by the community they 
are supposed to be joining. 

On top of that there are the 
expectations placed on asylum 
seekers to be grateful, despite 
being afforded only the bare 
minimum. 

The film fuses together muted 
cinematography, which echoes 
their ominous situation, and 
moments of surrealism.

Weekes has scattered it with 
metaphors to epitomise the 
complexities of grappling with 
sacrifice and the pain of asylum 
seekers’ histories.
Lois Browne

Lyra in His Dark Materials 

SOPE DIRISU and Wunmi Mosaku play Rial and Bol Majur in Remi Weekes’ His House TOP 5 BOOKS
Best sellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop

1  Chosen By God
John Newsinger

2  Does privilege explain 
racism?
Esme Choonara et al

3  Black British Rebels
Hassan Mahamdallie

4 Here we are— 
Notes for Living on 
Planet Earth
Oliver Jeffers

5 A Rebel’s Guide 
to Engels
Camilla Royle

Phone 020 7637 1848
www.bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk
Why not visit the shop 
at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE
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O
NE hundred 
years ago a 
militant min-
ers’  str ike 
set  ablaze 
the Alabama 

coal fields. It took place 
right at the heart of the 
racism and violence of the 
1920s US South. 

The strike united black 
and white workers and 
shook the state’s  rulers to 
the core.

US workers’ anger had 
been building  throughout 
the First World War.

Historian Brian Kelly 
says that, “Miners put up 
with wage restraint and in 
Alabama employers denied 
the basic right to organise. 

“The end of war leads to a 
release of long pent up frus-
trations. The Birmingham 
miners were part of a wave 
of post war strikes and indus-
trial militancy that invited 
repressive clampdowns from 
Washington. 

“But, given the  explosive 
nature of the race question, 
and given the composition 
of the mining workforce, this 
wasn’t almost like any other 
post war strike.” 

Brian says Alabama’s elite 
saw the strike “not only as a 
threat to industrial law but the 
racial hierarchy”. 

His book, Race, Class and 
Power and in the Alabama 
Coalfields 1908-1921, shows 
how the colour line could break 
down on the picket line.

“Where else in the South 
would you see an armed 
 standoff with blacks and whites 
standing on the same side 
against the police?” says Brian.

Suppress
The strike began in September 
1920, and the whole of 
Alabama’s ruling class mobilised 
to make sure it was defeated.

T h e  D e m o c r a t  p a r t y 
 introduced martial law and 
mobilised National Guard sol-
diers to suppress the mine 
workers. On top of the might 
of the state, strikers were up 
against private armies hired by 
the bosses. 

“Alabama was a violent place 
and lynching was still in the 
air,” explained Brian. “Union 
organisers were lynched in the 
course of the strike.

“The coal employers in the 
Birmingham district were well 
armed and habitually resorted 
to armed violence. All the major 
employers had small armies of 
detectives and armed men at 
their disposal and they oper-
ated according to their own law. 

“Many coal camps were sur-
rounded by barbed wire and 
Gatling guns—and miners 
were forced to rely on armed 
pickets.” 

And the “press was filled with 
lurid accounts of what might 
happen to the ‘great white race’ 
if the strike succeeded”.

This miners’ fight was shaped 
by previous battles against 
Southern racism. 

After the American Civil 
War of 1861-65, pressure from 

radicals pushed the victorious 
US state to oversee an era of 
“Radical Reconstruction” in the 
Deep South. Former slaves won 
the right to vote, over 900 black 
people were elected to public 
office and some states brought 
in mixed schools. 

But the old slave-owning 
ruling class kept its power on 
the south’s plantations where 
many former slaves were forced 
to work as sharecroppers. And 
by the end of the 1870s, it had 
regained its control through a 

combination of electoral fraud 
and racist violence by the Ku 
Klux Klan (KKK).

Almost all black people, 
and tens of thousands of poor 
whites, were disenfranchised. 
And the Southern states’ rulers 
brought in “Jim Crow”, a series 
of laws governing strict segre-
gation between black and white 
across society.

Brian says that while “white 
workers are deeply influenced 
by ideas around them” but 
there were periods when they 

broke with racism. “I think lots 
of people on the left in the US 
see the South as monolithic and 
white workers as totally unwa-
vering racists with no exceptions 
to that stereotype,” he said. 

“In northern Alabama you had 
a tradition of left wing populism, 
which stretches all the way back 
to opposition to Confederacy 
during the Civil War. 

“The Alabama miners’ strike 
is one episode of many in the 
south where you see black and 
white workers compelled to 
come together, often by sheer 
desperation.” 

While many black people 
were forced to stay  working 
on the plantations, Southern 
coal owners and industrialists 
around Birmingham needed 
labour. 

They drew black people into 
the workforce. Between 1900 
and 1920 around 50   percent 
of Alabama miners were black. 

So the bosses worked hard to 
bolster Jim Crow and sow racist 
divisions among workers. Brian 
said, “Around Birmingham, in 
northern Alabama, you had a 
huge steel and iron complex 
that depended on coal. 

“The steel employers were the 
founders of the KKK in Jefferson 
County and became the biggest 
Klan group in the US. 

“They specifically aimed 
to stop attempts to organise 

black workers in steel.”
Brian explained that in the 

steel works there were a layer 
of skilled workers who were 
white and mostly members of 
old craft unions. These unions 
would only represent certain 
skill grades, not the whole 
industry, and had “no interest 
in organising unskilled African 
American workers”. 

Unskilled
The situation was different in 
coal where “you don’t have 
skilled and unskilled in mines”. 

“The workforce is mixed and 
the reality is it’s not possible to 
improve conditions for white 
workers without also taking 
up grievances of black miners,” 
said Brian.

“You do have convict labour, 
men and some women rounded 
up and handed over to the mine 
owners. 

“They were overwhelmingly 
black and often used to break 
strikes. 

“So the United Mine Workers 
union (UMW) is forced to take 
a position against the convict 
system—labour is, for all its 
faults, out in front against it.” 

In response to mine workers’ 
unity during disputes between 
1908 and 1920, the bosses tried 
to stoke racism by  bringing 
in black strikebreakers from 
 plantations.

But, says Brian, “One of the 
remarkable things about the 
strikes, is there’s very little 
 evidence of racial attitudes. 

“There are black strikers 
who shot at, and work hard to 
 dissuade black strikebreakers.

“Despite the  pervasiveness 
of racist ideas throughout 
Southern society, that a degree 
of unity across the colour line 

READ MORE
lRace, Class and 
Power in the Alabama 
Coalfields, 1908-21 
by Brian Kelly 
£18.50 

lOrganized Labor And 
The Black Worker: 
1619-1981
by Philip S Foner
£18.99

lStrike!
by Jeremy Brecher
Kindle version available 
£4.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

STRIKING 
A BLOW AT 
RACISM
One hundred years ago miners went on strike in Alabama, 
in the US Deep South. Tomáš Tengely-Evans spoke to 
historian Brian Kelly about how their action helped  
to challenge the hold of racial segregation

is achieved at all is incredible.” 
But the leadership of the 

UMW was “very cautious about 
violating the racial protocols of 
Jim Crow”. Brian argues that 
the union had a “pragmatic 
inter-racialism” that “could lead 
to something deeper in the right 
conditions”.

“The conditions demanded 
some degree of interracial 
cooperation,” he said. “How far 
workers took this depended on if 
there were left wing anti-racists 
around making the argument.” 

Influential
Black workers didn’t just face 
opposition from bosses and 
white racists when trying to join 
the union. 

Birmingham had a small but 
influential black middle class 
of preachers,  businessmen 
and newspaper editors. By 
and large they bought into the 
ideas of black leader Booker T 
Washington. 

Brian says Washington 
argued that a “white rabble was 
responsible for racism” and he 
“tried to form alliances with 
what he called a ‘better class’ of 
southern men”.

“He thought that they would 
deliver reforms, and of course 
they also paid his cheque.” 

“ I n  B i r m i n g h a m  t h e 
 leadership of the black commu-
nity bought into Washington’s 
policy of going along with white 
elites. 

“They stayed out of politics 
and also stayed out of unions. 

“The coal operators subsi-
dised the black press in and 
around Birmingham which did 
its best to get black workers to 
stay away and break strikes. But 
the evidence I’ve seen, is that it 
had very little effect on black 
workers.” 

Workers fought heroically for 
five months but the odds were 
stacked against them. 

And as the strike dragged 
on, the union leadership looked 
to sign a deal and accepted 
Democrat governor Thomas 
Kilby as an arbitrator.

The result was a total defeat 
that decimated the union in the 
coalfield. 

Br ian says  the “UMW 
 leadership was too cautious to 
go all out” and worried about 
speaking out against Jim Crow 
outside of the  workplace. 

“The strike would have had 
to face up to political questions 
it had thrown up, and the UMW 
was hoping they could win on 
the cheap,” he explained. 

“It’s clear in hindsight, the 
strike had no chance of  winning 

unless it spread outside the coal 
industry and to other coal fields.

“It certainly could have 
spread to the majority of  steel 
workers in Birmingham who 
were unskilled and African 
American.

“ In terms of  tangible 
 organisat ion,  the  union 
was pretty much driven 
 underground—that’s the scale 
of the defeat.”

And the defeat of the strike 
wasn’t just a defeat for the 
union. “The way that strike 
was defeated doesn’t do much 
to bring optimism to those who 
might have pushed for a break 
with Jim Crow,” added Brian. 

It would be around ten years 
until the unions revived, but 
when they did, there was a 
revival of interracial unionism 
in the big battles of the 1930s. 

And the strike remains a 
lesson of how, in the most diffi-
cult circumstances, it’s possible 
to build black and white unity 
against racism.

State convicts, 
overwhelmingly 
African American, 
were leased to 
mining firms (top) 
Miners’ union 
memorial stone 
to Walter Jones. 
A son of a freed 
slave, Jones was a 
fearless organiser 
and orator among 
Alabama miners 
(above)

Bosses 
responded to 
miners’ unity  
by stoking 
racism

‘‘ 
Army anti-strike notice

BLACK AND white Striking miners in Alabama, in the US Deep South, in 1920 

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Why the US doesn’t have a 
mass workers’ party 

Sophie Squire 
examines why there 
isn’t a party of the 
working class, and 
argues that activists 
should fight for a 
revolutionary project

UNLIKE IN many other 
countries, a social democratic 
party does not exist in the 
United States. That’s not 
because of a lack of struggle. 

In Britain, the Labour 
Party is a reformist party 
connected to the working 
class through its trade union 
link. But why isn’t there a 
comparable project in the US?

There have been waves 
of very militant working 
class action. And there 
have repeated attempts at 
socialist organisation.

Writing in the 1880s, 
socialist Frederick Engels put 
forward two main reasons 
for the lack of such a party. 

He said the huge land 
areas available to new settlers 
after the brutal removal 
of the original inhabitants 
inhibited the growth of a 
settled working class. 

There was a big boom in 
industry after the end of the 
civil war in 1865. But Engels 
argued the working class 
was constantly changing—
some workers moved out to 
the land and their place was 
taken by new immigrants.

Appeared 
Whatever the truth of this 
analysis, it didn’t apply 
anymore by the 1920s, 
when a settled working class 
appeared in major cities. 

But while there was 
a massive upsurge in 
militancy by workers in 
this period a labour party 
still didn’t appear. 

This, in part, is down 
to the idea that the left 
should organise within 
the Democratic Party.

Before the 1930s the 
Democrats were regarded 
as the party that had 
backed slavery and then 
the racist Jim Crow laws. 

But while Democrat 
Franklin D Roosevelt was 
president in the 1930s the 
perception of the party 
shifted significantly.  

The 1930s saw a 
wave of militancy and 
mobilisation by millions 
of workers in response to 
the hardship and suffering 
of the Great Depression. 

As a result, Roosevelt 
was forced to bring about 
a programme known as 
the “New Deal” in order to 
prop up US capitalism. 

There were talks in this 
period about unions setting 
up an independent party 
that would give them a 
voice in government. 

But the leadership of 
the influential Congress 

of the Industrial Unions  
weren’t interested. They 
choose instead to align 
themselves with Roosevelt 
and the Democrats. 

So the opportunity to 
form a new party with 
significant backing of 
workers was wasted.

From this point on 
the idea that the left and 
unions should organise 
within the Democratic party 
and not form their own 
organisations had taken root.

There have been several 
moves to shift the Democrats 
to the left, including the 
realignment in the 1960s 
which sought to push 
reactionary southern 
Dixiecrats out of the party. 

But those within the 

Democrats couldn’t and 
still can’t alter what the 
Democratic Party is—a 
capitalist party supported 
by the ruling class. 

Repeatedly, sections of 
the left have poured decades 
of work into the Democrats 
when they could have formed 
an independent party. 

The last few years have 
shown that the progressive 
politics of figures such as 
Bernie Sanders can find a 
large audience in the US. 

It would be hugely 
significant if Sanders, or 
another left leader, were 
to form a party that would 
take up some demands of 
the trade union movement. 

But yet another social 
democratic party—absent 
in the US but popular 
throughout the world—
won’t take on the multiple 
crises of this age. 

Far better to form a 
revolutionary organisation 
that focuses on struggle 
and advances working 
class interests, rather than 
relying on the same electoral 
machinations for change.

In the 1930s 
opportunities 
to form a 
workers’ party 
were lost

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
THE US

Frederick Engels 
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PROTESTS IN Madrid against COP25 last year 

by SARAH BATES

THE HORRIFIC effects of 
catastrophic climate change 
become clearer by the day. 

But governments across 
the world—led by the Tories 
—are dragging their heels 
over taking serious action.

Glasgow was due to be a 
centre of climate activism 
this month as the United 
Nations Cop26 negotiations 
were meant to take place in 
the city. 

The key climate summit, 
which was due to examine 
how countries had imple-
mented plans laid out five 
years ago, was called off due 
to the pandemic. 

But Boris Johnson’s gov-
ernment has washed its 
hands of delivering any sort 
of interim negotiations. 

I t  e f fect ively  k icked 
Cop26 into the long grass, 
and delayed it until at least 
November 2021.

Alok Sharma is the secre-
tary of the Business Energy 

and Industrial Strategy 
department and the Tory-
appointed Cop26 president. 

He claims that, “The clock 
is ticking on climate action.” 

But the Cop26 organ-
ising body has refused to 
set up any sort of online 
conference. 

It’s clear there is no time to 
lose—2020 has been a year 
of ecological disaster. 

It began with record-
breaking bushfires that 
raged through large parts of 
Australia for months on end.

Soaring
Now further evidence is 
emerging that soaring tem-
peratures are impacting life 
in the Arctic Ocean.

Scientists think that frozen 
methane deposits in the ocean 
have begun to be released off 
the east Siberian coast. 

If the process has begun 
and frozen methane depos-
its are released in the Arctic, 
it’s likely to speed up global 
 heating.

It could then create a 

chain reaction of climate 
devastation. 

T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s 
Geological Survey said a 
release of frozen methane 
and other gases was one of 
the four most devastating sce-
narios of climate catastrophe. 

This doesn’t come out of 
nowhere. 

The temperatures in 
Siberia are rising fast. 

They were 5 degrees 
higher from January to June 
this year compared to the 
average for 1981-2010. 

The effects of a rapidly 
heating world can be seen in 
one of the coldest places on 
Earth. 

Dramatic
Ice is melting faster and 
taking longer to form because 
of the dramatic changes in 
temperature.

Activists in Scotland are 
organising an online “Global 
Gathering” to discuss how to 
fight for our planet.

The Cop 26 Coalition 
said the gathering was an 

opportunity for “climate 
justice movements to build 
momentum and capacity and 
to connect to broader civil 
society to build power for 
system change.”

Workshops will be held 
on a range of climate issues 
including indigenous rights, 
the energy transition, youth 
climate strikes and a Green 
New Deal.

The talks at Cop26,whether 
it’s in-person or online, will 
have serious limitations. 

The agreement that came 
out of Paris in 2015 wasn’t 
legally binding and just com-
mitted signatories to attempt 
to reduce emissions. 

The British government is 
content to just ignore the cli-
mate emergency. 

It risks letting the world 
burn under the pressure 
of climate disaster while it 
pushes for business as usual.

Activists should continue 
to press for action during the 
Covid-19 crisis and never let 
Sharma and his ilk forget the 
urgency of the climate crisis.

Rulers delay real climate action while 
scientists warn of global devastation

NEWS16
Socialist Worker  11 November 2020



BACKGROUNDCHECK 17

How the spy cops were 
set up to infiltrate the left 
Simon Basketter looks at documents from the undercover cops inquiry that 
show how the spies mobilised against the anti-Vietnam War movement

The anti-war movement gains undercover members
A FRONT page report in 
The Times warned of 

“militant extremists” 
manufacturing Molotov 
cocktails and amassing a 
small arsenal of weapons. 

This helpful information 
had come from a “startling 
plot uncovered by a special 
squad of detectives”.

The spy cops descended 
on the anti-war movement.

Various groups that made 
up the movement were 
infiltrated. 

Whether it was a large 
meeting or a small group 
didn’t matter.

Officers who pretended 
to be a couple infiltrated 
the Havering branch of 
the Vietnam Solidarity 

Campaign (VSC). Their 
report covers a meeting in a 
pub with details of all nine 
attendants.

Not all interventions were 
that successful. There is a 
forlorn report of an officer 
hanging around Earl’s Court 
waiting for a meeting that 
never took place. 

Dixon prepared weekly 
reports on the build-up to 
the demo for the Home 
Office.

Though redacted, the 
reports show something of 
the diversity of the British 
far left in 1968. 

The internal politics of 
the VSC account for much of 
the detail.

Officers spent a lot of  

time collecting information 
and worrying about people 
running campsites in and 
near London, as they 
searched for the “foreign 
radicals”.

A list of 35 “alien 
students” with convictions 
for violence was passed on 
to the Home Office.

The cabinet discussed 
using troops for the 
upcoming demo. 

And the press was briefed 
that the government would 
prefer photographs to be 
demonstrators hitting police 
officers—not the other way 
round.  

The cops received 
information on 
demonstrators travelling 

from Glasgow and Liverpool.
And the last update 

before the October 
demonstration confirmed 
the number of students 
travelling from across the 
country. 

It included the 
registration numbers of 
coaches. This was used by 
uniformed officers to stop 
coaches and search people 
before they got to London.

It was suggested that 
uniformed cops keeping a 
low profile would help a 
peaceful demonstration. 

But a report said, “even 
the most politically-naïve 
student or starry-eyed 
intellectual finds this hard to 
swallow”.

UP TO 25,000 people took part 
in a protest outside the US 

Embassy in London’s Grosvenor 
Square on 17 March 1968.

Parliament and the press fumed 
with growing paranoia as the revolts 
of the year entered Britain.

The Guardian reported, “The dem-
onstrators seemed determined to 
stay until they provoked a violent 
response.” 

The Home Off ice and the 
Metropol i tan  Po l i ce  Serv ice 
demanded more information on the 
coming revolution.

O n e  c o p  c l a i m e d ,  “ W e 
underestimated how many were 
coming. We were ill-equipped at the 
time and couldn’t bring enough men 
in to control it consequently when the 
violence erupted. We were amateurs 
then.”

In reality, as a report by the 
National Council of Civil Liberties 
made clear, the cops bottlenecked the 
demo then started attacking people.

Numerous Conservative MPs 
expressed outrage at the “hooligans 
who ran riot in Grosvenor Square 
that Sunday—that most un-British 
of days”.

MPs were particularly concerned 
with the influence of “alien militant 
agitators”.

Special Branch had gone to a 
degree of effort to find out the scale 
and nature of the March 1968 demo.

One Special Branch document 
describes attending a Vietnam 
Solidarity Campaign meeting but 
being recognised and asked to leave. 

Another attempt to attend a pri-
vate meeting was aborted due to cops 
not knowing anyone and dressing like 
cops. The March demo was seen as 

a failure by the cops, but it was also 
an opportunity. Special Branch Chief 
Inspector Conrad Dixon proposed a 
radical solution, saying for “twenty 
men, half a million pounds and a free 
hand” he could sort it out.

Dixon became head of the Special 
Operations Squad—later the Special 
Demonstration Squad (SDS).

In Dixon’s report from April 1968, 
he said no intelligence had shown 
anyone planning violence at the 
demo. And yet it happened. 

The idea was that if the cops 
couldn’t see something it didn’t mean 

it wasn’t there. They just had to look 
harder. There’s very little documen-
tation on the actual formation of the 
SDS, but it was probably created on 
30 or 31 July 1968.

Early SDS documents stated its 
intention as being solely to gather 
intelligence ahead of the 27 October 
1968 Vietnam demo, using publica-
tions, informants, technical devices, 
and undercover police officers.

It  rapidly moved to using 
 undercover police to take on a 
large group of somewhat ill-defined 
subversives.

Police 
claimed 
victory

BY THE time the 
October 1968 

Vietnam demo came 
round, Dixon predicted 
less trouble than had 
been seen in March.

The VSC was led by 
the orthodox Trotskyists 
of the International 
Marxist Group. 

It also encompassed 
the International 
Socialists and some 
members of the Young 
Communist League.

They wanted the 
march to be peaceful 
and finish at a rally 
in Hyde Park. Maoists 
wanted a more direct 
confrontation in 
Grosvenor Square.

In the end the 
VSC march went off 
peacefully.

Denis Holmes who 
oversaw the Daily Mail 
coverage of the protest 
wrote, “Our planning 
went off so successfully 
we know now if there 
is a revolution we can 
cope.”

While violence on one 
demonstration was used 
to justify the spy cops, 
the absence of violence 
on another justified 
their continuation.

This became the 
pretext for making 
the SDS a permanent 
arrangement, but with a 
much wider scope.

It allowed for state 
surveillance of almost 
all protest groups. 

Within a fortnight 
of the October demo, 
spy cops boss Dixon 
had proposed long 
term infiltration of 
organisations.

Within a year they 
were compiling lists of 
left wingers in trade 
unions

The SDS was directly 
funded by the Home 
Office until the late 
1980s to help keep it 
secret. Oddly, there are 
no documents of any 
kind about the SDS in 
any of the Home Office 
archives.
Read Dixon’s plan for the 
spy cops here: rb.gy/wjhdvr

Conrad Dixon

THE ANTI-WAR march in London on 27 October 1968   

Socialist Worker  11 November 2020

BACK STORY
The Mitting Inquiry into 
undercover policing was set up 
in 2015 
lThe first evidence hearings 
started this week. 
lIt covers the formation of the 
Special Demonstration  
Squad 
lOnly a small number of 
documents have been released 
and all have redactions 



Grenfell inquiry hears how firms 
distorted tests to sell products
As the latest part of the investigation into the 2017 blaze begins, Isabel Ringrose talks  
to activists who are determined to hold the firms criminally responsible to account

THE GRENFELL Tower Inquiry 
heard further evidence this week 
that profit and commercial pri-
orities were more important than 
safety.

Module Two of Phase Two 
began last Thursday. It will 
investigate how the combustible  
materials that were put on Grenfell 
were tested,  marketed and 
regulated.

It has already had evidence of 
corruption and profiteering at the 
heart of some companies  supplying 
products that proved deadly. The 
fire in 2017 killed 72 people.

Leearna, a Grenfell activist, has 
been protesting outside the inquiry 
weekly. 

Streaming
She told Socialist Worker, “We 
were not happy that the solicitors 
for these criminals didn’t have to 
appear live. 

“They were streaming from their 
homes and offices.

“And Covid-19 is a poor excuse. 
There is enough space for seven 
security guards, but still not for 
the survivors or bereaved.”

Arconic is the firm that made 
the flammable aluminium compos-
ite material cladding that caused 
the fire to spread so rapidly. The 
deadly panels were selected to cut 
costs.

“We feel absolute rage”, Moyra, 
a Grenfell activist, told Socialist 
Worker.

“We believe these are the cen-
tral villains.”

The firm knew there were prob-
lems with its cladding—it supplied 
a test report for a fire-resistant ver-
sion of the product, not the ver-
sion put on Grenfell. Arconic knew 

what it was doing. It described 
this as “very confidential” and 
 admitted they were “not clean”, 
back in 2010.

“There is so much suffering left 
as a result”, Leearna said.

“Arconic targeted countries 
where they could get around fire 
safety. 

“They were mendacious in their 
fight for profit,” Moyra added.

Despite their actions, witnesses 
from Arconic might not give evi-
dence at the inquiry.“We always 
knew Arconic would be a prob-
lem,” Leearna said.

“But Thursday was a massive 
kick in the teeth. It made us feel 
so angry. Come and admit to your 
failings. 

“They lack any sense of a con-
science. Arconic has made over  
£1 billion this year alone and they 
should not still be operating.”

The inquiry also heard evi-
dence of the failings of the com-
panies who produced Grenfell’s 
insulation.

In  2007  K ingspan ’ s  K15 
Kooltherm insulation passed a fire 
test. 

But the test was made irrelevant 
a year later because of changes 
in K15 technology. The changes 
meant K15 had “poor performance 
in fire”. After it was re-tested in 
2007, the test was described as a 
“raging inferno”.

Yet the 2005 test was used 
to market the K15 product and 
has been used on thousands of  
buildings. Kingspan withdrew  
this test only a week before the 
inquiry.

Moyra said, “Their fire safety 
was  done through desktop 
research. They didn’t physically 

build anything. 
“The one thing they built was 

used for a steel base, not what 
Grenfell was made from.

“So many buildings in the coun-
try have been allowed to have this 
cladding. It goes to the heart of 
issues in society. From regulations 
to building materials, you see what 
impact neoliberalism is having.”

Leearna added, “There is no 
humanity about them at all. It’s all 
about profiteering.”

“We are going to keep protest-
ing weekly outside the inquiry and 
we have something big planned for 
December.” 

Celotex returns to the inquiry this 

week. Join a protest, Thu 12  Nov, 
11.30am-1pm, 13 Bishop’s Bridge 
Road, London W2 6BU

Homelessness crisis is deepening further during virus chaos 
EVICTION BANS and a 
government scheme claiming 
to house homeless people 
during the pandemic are failing 
ordinary people.

Since April at least 90,063 
people have been threatened 
with eviction and more than 
half of these have already lost 
their homes.

The blanket eviction ban 
ended in September, but tenants 
living in areas under the old 
tier two and tier three Covid-19 
restrictions were protected from 
eviction. 

Bailiffs were asked not 
to enforce court possession 

orders in these areas. It meant 
although evictions could still 
proceed through the courts, 
bailiffs could not enforce court 
orders. 

This has been extended 
throughout the new national 
lockdown. 

And landlords are also 
not able to start possession 
proceedings unless they have 
given six months’ notice.

The government additionally 
asked bailiffs not to evict 
tenants between 11 December 
2020 and 11 January 2021 
during the Christmas period.

But many are still finding 

themselves homeless.
And it is young people who 

are suffering the most. Young 
people have been hit hard by 
unemployment, especially those 
who work in hospitality.

Over two-fifths of young 
renters believe that they can 
only support themselves for 
two months or less without an 
income before they would  
be unable to pay rent and  
bills.

And some have been made 
homeless because they’ve been 
sent section 21 eviction notices 
and are not aware of their legal 
rights.

Lucy Abraham, chief executive 
of the homeless charity Glass 
Door, said it was seeing a large 
number of people in precarious 
living situations who had found 
themselves homeless.

She said, “Workers who 
were sharing overcrowded 
houses found these situations 
untenable because everyone 
was suddenly supposed to be 
home the whole time rather 
than just sleeping there.”

This shows that although the 
government has put a system in 
place and claims it is successful, 
it falls far short.

The government has also 

announced it will provide 
£15 million to support rough 
sleepers. But Jon Sparkes, from 
the homeless charity Crisis, said 
this “does not go far enough 
and addresses just one part of 
the problem.”

“We appeal to the 
government to give local 
councils sufficient funding to 
ensure everyone is in safe  
and self-contained 
accommodation.”

 Axe the Housing Act—secure homes 
for all meeting. Wed 25 November, 
6.30pm with Ken Loach on the  fight 
against evictions and poverty. Details 
at bit.ly/LoachHousing
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  Striking to save 350 
jobs at Rolls-Royce 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

WORKERS AT a Rolls-Royce 
factory in Lancashire have 
begun three weeks of strikes 
to save hundreds of jobs.

Unite union members at 
the airplane engine factory 
in Barnoldswick walked out 
on Friday of last week. 

It was the first day in a 
programme of rolling action 
planned until 27 November. 

Four departments at the 
factory will take turns to walk 
out during the three weeks 
against bosses’ plans to slash 
350 jobs.

Rolls-Royce wants to 
move production of its Trent 
Engine blades to Singapore.

Closure
Workers say this could lead 
to further job losses or the 
closure of the whole site 
down the line.

Mark Porter, the Unite works 
convenor at Barnoldswick, 
said, “The level of uncertainty 
is just horrendous. 

“Two years ago this site 
was just shy of 1,200 people. 
We’re now down to 520.

“And if all things come 
to fruition, we’ll have fewer 
than 100 people and probably 
closure after that.”

Workers mounted 350 
Unite flags onto a trailer in 

front of the gates, one for 
each of the workers who face 
redundancy.

The strikers had voted 
overwhelmingly in favour 
of industrial action, with  
94 percent backing strikes on 
a 77 percent turnout. 

Mark said, “We’re  targeting 
strikes in several phases, dif-
ferent people at different 
times. “Today 81 people 
have been called out and we 
believe all 81 have supported 
the action.”

Mark warned Rol l s -
Royce bosses that workers 

are prepared to call further 
 walkouts unless they  withdraw 
their jobs massacre. 

“The company should 
know,” he said, “if they don’t 
come to the negotiating table 
to find a solution to the prob-
lem, there will be further 
phases.”

Lancaster Trades Council 
and supporters of People 
Before Profit (PBP) went to 
the picket line to show soli-
darity with the Rolls-Royce 
strikers. 

The PBP group, which is 
backed by prominent Labour 

MPs, trade unionists and 
campaigners, is demanding 
an emergency programme 
for jobs, services and safety.

The Tories and bosses 
are determined to make 
workers pay with their 
lives and livelihoods for the 
coronavirus crisis.

Every trade unionist 
should build solidarity for 
the Rolls-Royce workers—
a win for them would be a 
boost to everyone fighting to 
save jobs.
lMessages of support to  
ross.quinn@unitetheunion.org 

RMT UNION CONFERENCE BIN WORKERS UNIVERSITIESCOMMUNICATIONS

Cash out—change at the 
top of the RMT union
THE RMT union’s annual 
general meeting (AGM) 
saw the resignation of the 
general secretary after a 
rebuff by delegates.

 The conference was one 
of very few that unions have 
held during the pandemic.

The most controversial 
motions were appeals 
against the RMT executive  
over the suspension and 
written warning to senior 
assistant general secretary 
Steve Hedley.

He was reprimanded for 
comments on his personal 
social media that were 
leaked to the Sun.

The AGM, made up 
entirely of rank and file 
members, overturned this 
decision. This was despite 
general secretary Mick Cash 
effectively informing the 
conference that he would 

resign if the vote went that 
way.

The general secretary 
has delivered on his  
promise and a leadership 
ballot is now underway. 

There are at least three 
potential candidates from 
the left of the union. And 
there is also Mick Lynch, 
seen by many as the “head 
office” candidate.

A result will not be 
known until next May.

Whatever it is, RMT 
members are determined 
to retain a fully democratic 
union.

Other motions passed 
included support for trans 
rights and against the Tories 
shelving of the Gender 
Recognition Act. There was 
also support for LGBT+ 
activists in Poland.  
Phil Rowan, AGM delegate

ON THE picket line in Barnoldswick                                                         Picture: unite north West

PLANNED STRIKES at 
Heriot-Watt University in 
Edinburgh have been called  
off after bosses backed down.  

UCU union members 
had planned six days of 
strikes over compulsory 
redundancies, the first of 
which was set for this week.  

But the union called off 
the walkouts after bosses 
promised they would 
not impose compulsory 
redundancies.  

UCU Scotland president 
Carlo Morelli said workers 
had won a “magnificent 
victory against compulsory 
redundancies in the midst of 
the Covid-19 pandemic”.  

He said details of the 
retreat were “not fully 
available” but that the 
move had boosted workers’ 
confidence.  

“Heriot-Watt UCU has 
shown ballots can be won 
and hard hitting action can 

win against management 
attacks,” he said.  

“Don’t wait for cuts to 
be finalised. Don’t wait for 
negotiations to end. Don’t 
wait for redundancies to be 
decided.” 

A solidarity rally was set 
to take place on Tuesday 
as Socialist Worker went to 
press.  

The shift at Heriot-Watt 
shows that if workers are 
ready to take hard-hitting 
action, they can push bosses 
back. 

However, many workers 
at the university have come 
forward to take voluntary 
redundancy. The loss of these 
workers will harm students’ 
education and leave workers 
who remain with higher 
workloads.  

Unions should resist all 
job cuts, “voluntary” or 
otherwise.
Sadie Robinson

Fight bullies 
in Doncaster
BIN WORKERS in Doncaster, 
South Yorkshire, could be 
heading for strikes during 
the Christmas period. 

Unite union members are 
angry over allegations of 
“bullying and harassment” by 
managers at outsourcer Suez. 

The union says it includes 
the “suspension of Unite 
representative Damien Nota 
who has suffered continual 
harassment”. 

His suspension, says the 
union, came “after managers 
furtively trawled through 
historical CCTV footage 
to attempt to build a case 
against him”. 

Meanwhile, Unite bin 
workers in Thanet, Kent, have 
voted by a show of hands 
to move towards industrial 
action over pay. 

The Tory-run council has 
proposed slashing workers’ 
wages by between £2,000 
and £3,500 a year.

40,000 in  
a BT ballot
THE CWU union has launched 
a consultative strike ballot 
for around 40,000 workers 
at telecoms giant BT.

BT bosses are pushing 
ahead with a “restructure” that 
would sack hundreds—if not 
thousands—of workers, and 
assault pay and conditions.

Union leaders want 
members to vote yes in the 
ballot—which could be 
followed by a real vote for 
strikes. If action goes ahead, 
it would be the first national 
strike in BT since 1994.

CWU general secretary Dave 
Ward said, “This is the most 
important vote our members 
have ever been asked to cast 
since joining the company.

“After decades of industrial 
stability, we are now seeing 
BT Group embark on a vicious 
programme of compulsory 
redundancies, site closures 
and attacks on pay, terms and 
conditions.”

More victories for cleaners
FACEBOOK cleaning 
workers who work for the 
outsourcing company To Go 
have won the London living 
wage off the back of protests. 

Workers for To Go joined 
protests organised by the 
Caiwu union last month 
after they were threatened 
with contracts on worse 
pay and for fewer hours. 

To Go workers have 
fought a series of battles 
to get the company to 
give them a living wage. 

nAROUND 80 cleaners at the 
University of London who are 
members of the IWGB union 
are celebrating a victory.

They will no longer 
employed by outsourcer 
Cordant and will be 
brought in-house. 

This will mean more 
annual leave, a pay rise 
and better pensions. 

It is the culmination of a 
long-running campaign in 
which workers struck and 
student occupied buildings.

JOBS

CLEANERS 

ENGINEERING

TORY CHANCELLOR Rishi 
Sunak announced last week  
that the furlough scheme will 
be extended across Britain 
until the end of March.

It is the third major policy 
change related to furlough 
since the Winter Economy 
Plan was unveiled six weeks 
ago. 

The scheme hands bosses 
80 percent of workers’ wages.

Workers who are laid off 
and qualify for the scheme 
still face a 20 percent pay cut.

And if you are on the 
minimum wage you still lose 
a fifth of your pay. 

The scheme ought to pay 
100 percent of wages.

The extension of the 
furlough until the spring 
shows that the Tories have 
absolutely no confidence that 
their lockdown measures will 
bring down the virus.

The extension comes 
too late for those who have 
already lost their jobs.

And some bosses won’t 

use the scheme. 
Last week Heathrow 

airport caterer Do & Co said 
it was making 1,068 staff 
redundant. It refused to put 
them on furlough.

More than 6,000 workers 
are set to lose their jobs at 
retailers Sainsbury’s, John 
Lewis and Clarks, plus Lloyds 
Banking Group.

Around 3,500 jobs 
are under threat after 
Sainsbury’s decided to close 
nearly all of its standalone 
Argos stores by 2024.

On the same day as the 
jobs cull was announced, 
Sainsbury’s unveiled 
underlying profits of £301 
million for the first half of 
2020. This was up from 
£238 million last year as 
supermarket sales rose 
during the lockdown.

The company also 
declared a special dividend 
payment for shareholders.
lRead more at  
bit.ly/furlough1120

Furlough extended, but the 
jobs massacre continues

Compulsory job cuts beaten 
after workers threaten strike 
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VIRUS SPREADS  
INSIDE SCHOOLS  
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE TORIES are risking 
lives by keeping schools 
and colleges open—and 
are undermining the latest 
 coronavirus lockdown.

The Sage group of  scientists 
said that a  lockdown with 
schools and colleges open 
could significantly cut the 
R number in nine weeks. Yet 
closing them could achieve 
the same drop within three 
weeks.

R measures how many 
people someone with the 
virus will infect.  

The NEU union has said 
that schools and colleges 
should close as part of the 
lockdown. Some 2,600 
people joined the union last 
weekend, following its call. 

Now activists are fighting 
to make their workplaces safe.  

Jean Evanson is an NEU 
rep at Shrewsbury Sixth Form 
College group and the post‑16 
rep on the NEU’s national 
executive committee.  

She told Socialist Worker, 
“We are in the second wave of 
a pandemic that is deadly to 
some and leaves others with 
long term health problems.  

“ S e n d i n g  c l i n i c a l l y 
extremely vulnerable staff to 
work from home isn’t enough. 
We need to protect life. That 
entails including education in 
the current lockdown.”  

Jean also argued for rotas 
to cut the numbers in a school 
or college at any one time. 
“This would allow anyone—
staff or student—who is 
clinically extremely vulner‑
able or clinically vulnerable, 
or who lives with anyone 
in those categories, to work 
from home,” she said. Some 
parents joined a “strike” on 
Thursday of last week and 
refused to send their children 
to school. 

The action was organised 
by the Boycott Return To 
Unsafe Schools group. Jen, a 
parent in Sheffield, explained 
why she took part.  

“It’s an airborne virus and 
there’s nothing being done 
to mitigate the risks of that,” 
she told Socialist Worker. 
“Having a window open 
when there’s 30 people shar‑
ing a classroom isn’t enough.”  

Jen said those who argue 
that closing schools will harm 
children are ignoring the 
reality of keeping them open.  

“It’s harming children’s 

mental health forcing them 
to go in when they’re wor‑
ried they could come home 
and kill a parent or harm a 
sibling,” she said.  

“BAME families are being 
put at risk and disabled 
 children are at risk.”  

The Office for National 
Statistics estimates that 
1 percent of primary school 
and 2 percent of secondary 
school children are infected.  

NEU joint general secretary 
Kevin Courtney said, “The rate 
is doubling every two weeks, 
so it will be 4 percent in a 
fortnight, and then 8  percent. 
Virtually all the school would 
be a close contact of someone 
with the virus.”  

These horrific predictions 
underline the urgent need 
for action. If the government 
won’t close schools and col‑
leges, workers should push 
their unions to take action 
that will.

UNIVERSITIES

Manchester students tear down fences that penned in halls of residence 
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

HUNDREDS OF students 
in Manchester tore down 
fencing installed around 
their halls of residence, 
in a militant protest on 
Thursday of last week.

Students said they felt 
“penned in” and that 
the fences showed how 
they were treated with 
contempt by University 
of Manchester bosses.

Izzy, who lives in the 
halls, told Socialist Worker, 
“We didn’t receive any 
information about the 
fences being put up. 
The fences have blocked 
us from going onto 

the university campus 
and visiting any other 
blocks of flats. They also 
block us from any green 
spaces for exercise.”

One speaker told 
the crowd, “They’ve 
decided to lock us in, 
but they made sure they 
had our money first.”

Fury at the fences 
forced the university’s 
vice‑chancellor into a 
retreat. Professor Dame 
Nancy Rothwell said, “I 
sincerely apologise for the 
concern and distress caused 
by the erecting of a fence 
around our Fallowfield 
Halls of Residence.

“The fences are being 
taken down.” But students 

took matters into their 
own hands and pulled 
them down themselves.

Students who have been 
forced to isolate since 
catching the virus have 
received little support.

Izzy said, “I don’t know 
one flat of students that 
have all tested negative.

“We’ve been sent one 
box of food during the 
time we were isolating 
in our flat, but the food 
went off in one day.

“They’ve locked us 
down completely with no 
warning. That’s going to 
have an effect on people’s 
mental health. Our whole 
lives are now in our 
rooms.” Students began 

a rent strike last month. 
Over 300 students are 
currently refusing to pay.

They want a rent 
reduction for this year, 
a non‑penalty release 
from their tenancy for 
those who leave, and 
more support for students 
in accommodation.

Students were 
determined to keep 
the momentum and 
held another protest 
last Sunday.

One speaker asked 
the crowd, “Why did 
we instantly assume the 
fences were to lock us 
in? Well, this is what 
we have come to expect 
from our university.”
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