
 UGLY FACE
OF THE
 SYSTEM
 This is what capitalism looks like >>Pages 5, 20

THE COLLAPSE of 
re ta i l e r s  A rcad i a 
and Debenhams on 
Tuesday means up to 
25,000 jobs could go. 
Many more will fol-
low unless there is a 
fightback.

I n  2 0 0 9 ,  w h e n 
 Woolworths closed, 
one of its workers said 
later, “We found out in 
November that we were 
going to close.

“We carried on as 
normal, and it wasn’t 
until we actually came 
out and we were all 
upset that we thought, 
‘Well, why did we go qui-
etly?’ Why did 30,000 
of us go quietly?’”. 
It’s time for resistance.

Sir Philip Green relaxes in Monaco as 
13,000 Arcadia workers face the dole 

LABOUR

Party leadership 
ramps up attacks 
on the left
LABOUR’S leaders have 
threatened to purge 
“thousands and thousands” of 
members from the party in a 
campaign to smash the left.

Many have already been 
suspended for passing 
motions in support of Jeremy 
Corbyn.

The right want to stop 
solidarity with Palestine. 
>>Page 6

STUDENTS

Rent strikes 
spread after win 
in Manchester
STUDENTS AT Manchester 
university have won a 
30 percent rent cut after 
months of protest.

Cambridge university 
students began a rent strike 
last week, and Goldsmiths 
students plan one in 
January.

The Manchester win 
shows the power of protest.
>>Page 7

UNEMPLOYMENT

Can workers stop 
job cuts when the 
system is in crisis?
HORRIFIC JOB cuts are 
being spun as inevitable. 

But firms are still making 
mega profits and even 
increasing their wealth.

The government could 
intervene to avoid job cuts. 
And workers’ action in the 
past has saved jobs.
>>Page 17

SIR PHILIP Green with wife
Tina and daughter Cloe and 
their mulit-million pound
yacht ‘Lionheart’

NO MORE RACIST DEPORTATIONS
TERROR AND TRAUMA—VICTIMS TELL THE TRUTH ABOUT THE ‘HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT’ >>PAGES 10&11
TORY PRITI PATEL PLANS MORE ANTI-MIGRANT OFFENSIVES  >>PAGE 3
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Top Met cop defends targeting 
‘black lads’ for stop and search  
LONDON TOP cop Cressida 
Dick has claimed that stop 
and search tactics are 
saving the lives of young 
black men in London. 
This is because they are 
more likely to carry knives 
apparently. 

She also claims young 
people supporting Black Lives 
Matter don’t know which 
country they are in.

She opined,  “We are 
 targeting young people who 
are likely to be carrying knives 
and guns and drugs, we’re in 
among the drug markets and 
what it means is, overall, a 
higher proportion of young 
black lads being stopped than 
white lads.”

Dick claimed, “Somewhere 
between 23 and 25 percent of 
those we stop have something 
on them they shouldn’t have 
and that’s the same whether 
they’re black, white or Asian.” 

The London mayor’s office 
data shows that black people 
are three and a half times 
more likely to be stopped  
and searched than white 
people. 

This summer, in the 
wake of the Black Lives 
Matter protests, a number of 
videos showed black people 
being stopped by police.  

They included the Labour 
MP Dawn Butler and athlete 
Bianca Williams.

Dick said many wrongly 
believe officers use the same 
tactics as those in the US, 
whose killing of George Floyd 
using a chokehold sparked the 
global demonstrations.

She said, “Sadly some of 
the material young people 

may have seen on social 
media this summer, where 
what happens in America is 
confused and made to look 
like police here, may have 
alienated them. 

“They misunderstand that 
what’s happened in another 
country is what happens  
here. 

“The George Floyd killing 
was absolutely awful to watch 
and has sparked this extraor-
dinary global movement 
that has given some exciting 
opportunities, but also given 
people an impression of polic-
ing that is not the way things 
are here.”

Earlier in her prestig-
ious career Dick oversaw the 
operation that resulted in the 
brutal execution on the Tube 
of Brazilian John Charles De 
Menezes. His crime was to 
have looked—to the police— 
like a terrorist.

l THE GOVERNMENT has 
tried to get doses of the 

Oxford University coronavirus 
vaccine labelled with Union 
Jacks. 10 Downing Street’s 
newly-formed “Union unit”, 
tasked with fighting calls for 
Scottish independence, wanted 
injection kits to bear the flag. 

 Johnson’s new chief  
comes from spook firm
BORIS JOHNSON has 
picked a former Treasury 
official, banker and 
security consultant as 
his new chief of staff.

Dan Rosenfield 
previously worked as 
private secretary to Alistair 
Darling, when he was 
Labour chancellor, and 
his Tory successor George 
Osborne. 

Rosenfield is a former 
managing director of 
investment banking at 
Bank of America and now 
works for the consultancy 
Hakluyt.

According to the 
Financial Times newspaper, 
“Hakluyt was originally 
founded by former MI6 
officers looking to leave 
the secret service and make 

money in the private sector. 
The firm, which operates 
its London base from a 
Belgravia townhouse, 
is known in the City for 
its discretion and deep 
information networks, 
which it uses to provide 
clients with information 
about potential deals, as 
well as strategic sectorial 
advice.” 

It has spied on activists 
in the past.

Tories water down  
broadband promise  
THE TORIES have quietly 
ditched their pledge to 
give all homes superfast 
broadband by 2025.

The small print of the 
spending review last week 
revealed that planned 
spending on the roll-out 
of the technology had also 
been slashed from  
£5 billion to £1.2 billion.

Up to 5 million people 
are set to lose out as a 
result. 

The Tory commitment 
to deliver “gigabit-capable” 
broadband to every home 
across Britain within five 
years was a landmark 
pledge. It brought forward 
by eight years a similar 
goal of predecessor 
Theresa May.

Johnson repeatedly 
campaigned on the 
promise, which he said 
was a central part of his 
“levelling up” agenda to 
make rural and urban 
parts of Britain ready for a 
post-Brexit future.

The broadband pledge 
was first made in his 
speech on the steps of 
Downing Street when he 
took office. 

Hancock’s pub 
mate gets big 
contract
MATT HANCOCK’S former 
pub landlord is supplying 
the government with 
millions of Covid-19 test 
parts, despite having no 
experience in medical 
supplies.

Alex Bourne approached 
the Health Secretary with 
a WhatsApp message, 
offering the services of his 

new manufacturing firm 
Hinpack, the Guardian 
reports.

At the time, the firm 
made plastic cups and 
takeaway boxes. But it 
now supplies two million 
test vials and funnels 
every week, through a 
distributor with an existing 
government contract.

Losing out 
before freeze
MILLIONS OF low-paid 
workers are already 
thousands of pounds out 
of pocket before next 
year’s public sector pay 
freeze. People are up to 
£2,500 worse off in real 
terms than ten years ago 
if inflation is taken into 
account, says the TUC.

If the 2010 wage 
of  local government 
residential care workers 
had kept pace with 
inflation they should now 
be on £23,247 a year. But 
their average salary this 
year is £21,748—making 
them £1,499 worse off. 

Residential care worker  
2010 pay  £19,126 
Real term   £23,247 
Actual pay   £21,748
Loss     -£1,499
Firefighter 
2010 pay  £28,199
Real term  £34,275
Actual pay  £31,767
Loss  -£2,508
Refuse collector 
2010 pay  £18,453
Real term   £22,429
Actual pay   £20,903
Loss  -£1,526
Teachers 
2010 pay  £31,552 
Real term  £38,350
Actual pay  £36,961 
Loss  -£1,380

British drugs for British viruses

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Confident that 
we can send 
coronavirus 
packing within 
12 weeks’
Boris Johnson in March just 
before he caught Covid-19

‘Game-changer’
Boris Johnson in May 
explaining how an antibody 
test was the key to beating the 
virus within weeks

‘Significant 
return to 
normality by 
Christmas’
Boris Johnson in July 
promising the end was in sight

‘Return to  
normality by 
Christmas’
Boris Johnson in September   
announcing the “moonshot” 
plan for mass testing 

‘Things will look 
and feel very 
different after 
Easter’
Boris Johnson moves the 
goalposts a little on  
23 November

‘I fear a generation 
of viewers who did 
not live through 
these events may 
mistake fiction for 
fact’
Culture Secretary 
Oliver Dowden demands a 
health warning for the latest 
series of The Crown 
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l TROUBLEMAKER NOTES with 
sadness the death of Marcello 

Zuinisi aged 52. Marcello was the legal 
representative of the Associazione 
Nazione Rom. He was always at the 
forefront of the fight against racism 
and the brutal racial segregation of 
the Romani populations in Italy. 

He often provided Socialist Worker 
with an insight into the lives and 
struggles of the Roma in Italy.

Dan Rosenfield Borisband

CRESSIDA DICK

Matt Hancock



INJUSTICE
Doubts over 
Rashan Charles 
cop report
NEW RESEARCH by the 
Shine A Light group of 
investigative journalists 
has raised fresh questions 
over the police account 
of the death of Rashan 
Charles.  

Rashan died after being 
restrained by police in 
a shop in Hackney, east 
London, in July 2017. 

An inquest later returned 
a verdict of accidental 
death.  

An officer known as 
BX47 had chased Rashan 
into the shop and tackled 
him to the floor. 

A second man, Witness 
1, entered the shop and 

helped the officer to 
restrain Rashan.  

Police described him as 
a “member of the public”. 
And the inquest heard that 
the two men had never met 
before.  

The new research 
includes CCTV footage that 
casts doubt on this version 
of events.  

After paramedics arrive, 
footage shows Witness 1 
and BX47 chatting in an 
aisle of the shop.

“The pair greet each 
other with a one-armed 
embrace,” reported 
Shine A Light. “The two 
men clasp hands.  

“In our opinion the video 
evidence suggests a warm, 
intimate encounter.”  

Another officer shows 
Witness 1 an evidence bag 
and has a discussion with 
him.  

At the inquest into 
Rashan’s death, Witness 1 
said he felt BX47 was “not 
one hundred percent” on 
the night of the restraint. 
“He was tired,” said Witness 
1. “He was not himself.”  

It isn’t clear how 
Witness 1 would know this, 
it he had never met BX47 
before.  
Sadie Robinson

 Government builds racist 
anti-migrant offensives
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

TORY HOME secretary Priti Patel 
declared she was “unapologetic” 
as she prepared to push through 
deportations and ramp up the 
repression of refugees trying to 
the English Channel. 

Around 50 people faced  deportation 
to Jamaica on Wednesday, after 
Socialist Worker went to press. 

One man on the flight fled 
 persecution on the Caribbean island—
and fears death if he’s forced to 
return. Many will be separated from 
their children (see pages 10&11).

The Home Office said it won’t 
now include people who came to 
Britain under the age of 12 on the 
 deportation flight. 

The Jamaican high commissioner 
Seth Ramocan said this deal came 
after its officials had contacted the 
Home Office. 

But he stressed, “It’s not law, it’s a 
kind of understanding.” 

The Stand Up to Racism group 
said, “The government is under pres-
sure but it’s time to stop all the racist 
deportation flights and the ‘hostile 
environment’ policy that inspires 
them.” 

Charter
Patel is using the charter flight to 
whip up a right wing, authoritarian 
backlash against migrants and black 
people. 

She claimed “dangerous  foreign 
criminals have no place in our 
society”. 

The UK Borders Act 2007, pushed 
through by Tony Blair’s Labour 
government, made deportation 
 automatic for any migrant who is 
sentenced to 12 months or more in 
prison.

Because of police and state racism, 
black and Asian people are much 
more likely to be handed harsher 
prison sentences.

Young black men are nine times 
more likely to be jailed in England 
and Wales than young whites, 
according to the Ministry of Justice’s 
own analysis in 2018. 

Patel’s rhetoric is designed to 
reinforce stereotypes of migrants as 
criminals. 

And it creates a false division 
between “good migrants” and “bad 
migrants”—which reinforces racism 
across society.

Meanwhile, Patel and French 
interior minister Gerald Darmanin 
signed a deal to clamp down on 
 refugees trapped at Britain’s border 
in northern France.

Hundreds of refugees, who have 
fled war, dictatorship and poverty, 
live in squalid conditions in northern 

France. Britain and the European 
Union’s racist border regimes have 
forced them to rely on people 
 smugglers and take dangerous routes 
across the English Channel. 

Patel says the deal will double the 
number of French officers patrolling 
beaches. And, they will be given new 
equipment. 

The French newspaper La Voix du 
Nord says it will involve  “the use of 
drones and radars”. 

It added the technology will be 
used against desperate people trying 
to cross and those “who are prepar-
ing to attempt the crossing”.

Darmanin is a vicious right winger 
who has called police brutality 
 “legitimate violence”. 

He said allegations against the 

police made him “choke”,  echoing 
the words of Cedric Chouviat, a 
French man who was murdered by 
cops in January.

Police stepped up clearances in 
northern France after Darmanin’s 
appointment as interior minister in 
July. 

More repression will only force 
refugees to take more dangerous 
routes. 

Anti-racists have to fight against 
all deportations, detentions and tear 
down Britain’s racist immigration 
system. 

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

MIGRANTS ARE picked up trying to make the treacherous crossing

Rashan Charles died in 2017

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5607 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

‘Socialist Worker is an essential tool for activists and trade 
unionists to stay informed about workplace actions and strikes. 
SW connects the dots between the struggles against climate 
change, racism and for trade union rights. Every activist should 
be joining these dots too.’

Carlo Morelli — 
UCU Scottland President (pc)

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker gives a voice to the 
people fighting for a better world. 
Throughout the pandemic it has dispelled 
the racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes and 
protests that can beat back the bosses 
and bigots. We are asking everyone who 
enjoys Socialist Worker to donate as much 
as they can and help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£104,476

NEWS 3
Socialist Worker  2 December 2020



Pay freeze 
will mean 
workers pay 
for crisis
Attempts to divide public and 
private sector workers are a  
tried and tested Tory tactic,  
says Isabel Ringrose
TORY CHANCELLOR Rishi Sunak 
wants working class people to 
pay for the economic crisis 
caused by the government’s han-
dling of the pandemic.

In his spending review on 
Wednesday of last week Sunak 
announced a pay freeze for millions 
of public sector workers.

Directly-employed NHS workers 
will have a rise, but there is no indi-
cation yet what it will be.

In other parts of the public sector 
only workers earning less than 
£24,000 a year will see their pay 
increase—and then by only £5 a 
week.

Karl, a PCS member who works in 
a Jobcentre, told Socialist Worker, 
“My colleagues are saying we’ve 
been let down after what we’ve 
delivered since March.

“We’ve been making sure that 
people are getting what little money 
they’re entitled to, and people have 
been proud of their contribution.

“They’ve now been told to pay for 
a crisis that’s not of their making.”

Average
Public sector workers include many 
frontline workers the Tories prom-
ised to protect. And the average 
public sector worker is already earn-
ing 1.5 percent less than in 2010.

Tony Phillips told Socialist 
Worker, “My partner is a nurse but 
I work in the fire service.

“The pay freeze is a real kick 
in the teeth for millions of public 
sector workers who have suffered 
ten years of very low pay rises 
which have reduced the real value 
of our pay.”

The Tories want to create a divide 
between workers, pitting one group 
against another.

Rehana Azam, national officer of 
the GMB union, said, “The attempt 
to divide and rule will put Sunak on 
a direct collision course with public 
service workers.”

Union leaders’ words need to be 
turned into action.

In other cuts, Sunak said that the 

overseas aid budget will be slashed 
from 0.7 percent to 0.5 percent of 
national income.

Behind all the figures is a deep 
crisis.

The British economy is set to 
shrink this year by 11.3 percent, 
which is “the largest fall in output 
for more than 300 years.”

The forecast for borrowing this 
year is £394 billion. But that doesn’t 
make cuts inevitable.

The government has announced 
that military spending will be 
increased by £16.5 billion over four 
years.

And the Tories have handed tens 
of billions to big businesses, as well 
as fat contracts to their friends.

There is no reason why  working 
class people should pay the price, 
when £743  billion of wealth is 
held by the richest 1,000 people in 
Britain.

Karl added, “Trade unions should 
do everything they can to get their 
members out on industrial action 
and get the pay rise they deserve—
at least 10 percent.”

Now is the time for workers to 
fight back against the Tories.

On other pages...
Labour leadership prepared to 
suspend “thousands” >>Page 6

BACK STORY
Earlier this year thousands 
of health workers mounted a 
fightback to demand a pay rise. 
They organised big protests on 
the streets 
lHealth workers were left out of 
the Tories’ initial announcement 
earlier this year that some public 
sector workers would receive a 
pay rise
l Workers in the NHS had 
already been hit hard and had 
suffered a ten-year pay freeze 
which means up to a 20 percent 
real terms pay cut

Handling of virus will mean 
thousands more in poverty
THE economic crisis, 
exacerbated by the 
Tories’ mishandling 
of the pandemic, has 
plunged people into 
poverty.

The Legatum 
Institute found that 
the number of people 
living in poverty 
had risen by almost 
700,000—to 15.2 
million people—due 
to the impact on jobs 
and wages.

But the New 
Economics Foundation 
(NEF) warns that 
the number of 
people falling below 
the “minimum 
socially acceptable 
standard of living” 
this November could 
reach 20.6 million. 

That would be a rise 
of 800,000 compared 
with September, and 
will continue to rise to 
22.5 million by April 
2021.

And NEF predicts 
that by April more 
than half of those 
living in poverty would 
be living on less than 
75 percent of the 
minimum-income 
standard (MIS).

Philippa Stroud is 
the chief executive of 

the Legatum Institute 
and Tory peer in the 
House of Lords.

She claims that the 
rise would have been 
twice as high if it 
wasn’t for government 
action, such as raising 
universal credit 
payments temporarily 
by £20.

Inadequacy
But no one would be 
suffering in poverty 
if it wasn’t for Tory 
greed.

NEF said its 
research showed the 
inadequacy of the 
welfare system and 
millions are still set to 

be hit by hardship.
The wages of an 

estimated two million 
workers fell below 
minimum wage during 
the first wave of the 
pandemic. 

The number of 
people claiming 
universal credit 
doubled and food 
bank use soared.

NEF said, “The slew 
of hastily assembled 
crisis protection 
schemes were not 
enough to paper over 
the cracks of the 
Britain’s threadbare 
safety net, starved 
of resources after a 
decade of austerity.”

Food bank use has soared under Tories

Young and low paid being 
hit hardest by the slump
THE Legatum Institute 
found that working 
adults who had 
previously been in 
jobs accounted for the 
largest rise of people 
living in poverty.

Those hardest hit 
by the economic crisis 
were young workers, 
people in low-paying 
jobs and workers in 
hospitality and retail.

Of the 700,000 
people the Legatum 
Institute predicted to 
be newly in poverty, 
just over half had 
incomes up to 25 
percent below the 
poverty line. 

Around 160,000 
were between 35-50 
percent below, and 
270,000 had fallen 
more than 50 percent 
below—known as 
“deep poverty”.

The analysis does 
not include the 
impact of the benefits 
cap, which will throw 
tens of thousands 
more households 
into poverty when the 

nine-month “grace 
period” ends. Drops in 
living standards are a 
result of the pressure 
placed on family 
incomes by cuts to 
jobs, pay and hours.

Furloughed
It is also a result of 
furloughed workers 
being forced to live 
on 80 percent of their 
wages.

The New 
Economics Foundation 
says if the temporary 
improvements to 
universal credit were 
extended beyond 
March 2021, around 
800,000 people 
would be lifted above 
the minimum socially 
acceptable standard 
of living. But it warns 
that this extension is 
not enough. It would 
still mean a rise of 1.7 
million people falling 
below 75 percent of 
the MIS compared 
with September.

NEF calls for a 
minimum income 

guarantee with 
winter, meaning every 
working-age adult 
is entitled to apply 
for weekly payments 
of £227. And this 
payment should not 
be deductible from 
other benefits.

PAY PROTEST outside Homerton hospital in east London after Sunak’s annuouncement Picture: Guy Smallman

Sunak breaks promises to raise 
wages and benefits significantly
THE SPENDING review was an 
attack on the whole working 
class. Britain’s lowest paid 
workers will receive a pay rise of 
just 19p an hour next year

Sunak said National Living 
Wage will rise to £8.91 an hour 
next April. But it had earlier 
been pledged that the rise would 
be 49p an hour.

“Workers on the national 
minimum wage—not least 
the two million who are key 
workers—have been let down 
by the decision to row back on 
the full planned rise they were 
promised,” the Trades Union 
Congress said.

 The state pension bill is 
estimated to be around  
£600 million lower than forecast 
this financial year due to tens of 
thousands of pensioners dying 
from Covid-19.

The Office for Budget 
Responsibility said that it 
had revised its estimates for 
pensioner-age deaths this year 
from 62,000, to 90,000, because 
of the “resurgence” of infections.

And in an announcement last 

Wednesday, the government said 
that millions of people’s benefits 
will rise by a pittance in April.

So-called “legacy” benefits—
those not rolled into Universal 
Credit—will go up by only  
0.5 percent for 2021-22.

That means a rise of just 37p 
a week to the £74.35 standard 

rate of Jobseekers’ Allowance or 
sickness and disability benefit 
Employment and Support 
Allowance.

The rise for under 25s will be 
even smaller, and the separate 
Carer’s Allowance looks set to 
rise by just 34p.

Universal Credit, which is too 
low to live on properly, was raised 
by £20 a week in April 2020.

But Work and Pensions 
Secretary Therese Coffey said on 
Wednesday that a decision has 
not been made on whether to 
keep the increase. 

Unemployment will also surge 
to a peak of 7.5 percent next 
year when the furlough scheme 
ends, according to the Office for 
Budget Responsibility.

It said that up to 3 million 
people will be jobless by the 
second quarter of 2021, with 
unemployment reaching close 
to double the levels before the 
pandemic.

The real figure may be higher. 
The fight for jobs and the fight 
for pay have to be brought 
together.

Sunak smiles on his way to cut pay

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

WE’RE MADE TO PAY THE 
PRICE OF AN UGLY SYSTEM

 W
HO WILL pay for 
the coronavirus 
crisis? The bosses 
and the Tories want 
it to be ordinary 

people. 
The collapse of Arcadia (see 

page 20) is a massive blow. It puts 
13,000 jobs at risk and means 
uncertainty for around 10,000 
people who should receive a 
pension from the group. 

And within hours there were 
knock-on effects elsewhere.

More and more people face an 
uncertain future—not because 
of lack of money but because of 
choices made at the top.

Arcadia is a major partner 
of Debenhams. After Arcadia’s 
collapse, Debenhams announced 
it would close all stores—meaning 
12,000 people would likely lose 
their jobs.

Arcadia owner Philip Green 
has an estimated net worth of 
around £1.2 billion, according to 
Forbes. As thousands lose their 
jobs, Green will still be swanning 
around on one of his yachts and 
drinking champagne. 

Sports Direct owner Mike 
Ashley offered to put £50 million 
into Arcadia, which Green 
described as “laughable”. As one 

“source” said, “Raising cash is not 
the problem.” And another said, 
“If this was about £50 million we 
could find that in five minutes.”

The problem is that Green and 
his fat cat associates want to hold 
onto their wealth.

Ordinary people are also 
paying for the Covid-19 crisis with 
their health.

The Tories want shops to stay 
open 24-hours in the run-up 
to Christmas. They have spent 
weeks telling us to stay indoors 
and avoid social contact, attacking 
those who “break the rules”. 

Now they hope to herd us into 
stores to get as much money out 
of us as possible to fill the bosses’ 
pockets.

The Tories kept schools open, 
despite repeated warnings that 
unsafe schools drive up virus 
cases. They did it because they 
don’t want to disrupt profits by 
parents being unable to work.

They try to blame rising cases 
on individuals and the “choices” 
they make.

But someone who won’t 
be paid if they don’t show up 
to work can’t just choose to 
stay home. Someone living in 
overcrowded housing can’t easily 
choose to isolate from others.

The problem isn’t one or two 
particularly nasty bosses, or even 
a Tory government. It’s a system 
that fails the vast majority of 
people. 

Across the world, working class 
people are under attack. We face 
years of rising poverty while the 
rich get richer. 

And unsafe jobs, cramped 
housing and underfunded health 
services mean working class 
people are more likely to die from 
the virus than the rich.

We urgently need a fightback 
to defend jobs, pay and safety. But 
the virus has also shown up the 
ugly face of capitalism. 

We need to fight for a system 
that puts people before profit.

FREEDOM’S FALSE FRIENDS
 TORY backbenchers are 

posing as the friends of 
liberty. They are the friends 

of profit over people’s lives. 
As many as 70 Tory MPs 

threatened to revolt against Boris 
Johnson’s plan for a “three tier 
system” to replace the national 
lockdown in England. 

Almost the entire country was 
set to be placed in the tougher 
tiers two and three. 

Tories claim to be on the side 
of ordinary people who fear 
losing income and jobs during 

lockdowns. Yet they’re the ones 
who are overseeing a jobs 
massacre—while handing out 
millions of pounds worth of NHS 
contracts to their rich mates. 

And the “rebel” Tories say 
nothing about real threats to 
freedom such as laws to give 
more powers to spooks and cops. 

They just want to get profits 
flowing at all costs. 

But there are good reasons to 
vote against Johnson’s plans. 

Social support for people in 
lockdown is totally inadequate. 

Sick pay is far too low to allow 
many people to stay away from 
work. And the furlough scheme 
leaves workers facing 20 percent 
pay cuts, even on minimum wage.

Yet Labour leader Keir Starmer 
is scared to oppose the plans 
because he wants to be seen to 
act in the “national interest”. So 
he told Labour MPs to abstain in 
the vote on the three tier system.

Labour should have voted 
against it and put forward an 
alternative that gives people 
proper social support.

The problem isn’t 
one or two nasty 
bosses—it’s a 
system that fails 
the vast majority

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS
ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS

 The pandemic, debt  
 and economic power
THE COVID-19 pandemic has caused an enormous jolt 
to the world economy.  We are in the midst of the biggest 
global slump since the Great Depression of the 1930s. 
The present recession in Britain is being described as the 
worst for 300 years.

How are we to understand this shock in historical terms? 
This is important if, as many experts predict, there will be 
more pandemics. Martin Wolf, chief economic commentator 
of the Financial Times newspaper, devoted a useful piece last 
week to addressing this question.

Wolf argues, “Covid-19 has demonstrated a social and 
economic vulnerability far greater than experts imagined.” 

If the pandemic kills five million people, it would amount 
to 0.06 percent of the world’s population. Compare this 
with the so-called “Spanish flu” of 1918-19, which is 
estimated to have killed between 2.4 and 6 percent of the 
world’s population. Older plagues had an even higher body 
count. More than a third of Europe’s population died in the 
Black Death of the mid-14th century. Some 93 percent of 
indigenous people are estimated to have perished in the 
smallpox pandemic brought to the Americas by the Spanish 
conquerors in the 16th century.

The economic cost of Covid-19 has been huge—Wolf 
guesses as high as 75 percent of world gross domestic 
product. This is much higher than the forecasts economists 
made before coronavirus hit, projecting the impact of a 
pandemic comparable to 1918-19.

“Why, then, has the economic damage of such a 
comparatively mild pandemic been so huge?” Wolf asks. 
“The answer is: because it could be. Prosperous people can 
easily dispense with a large proportion of their normal daily 
expenditures, while their governments can support affected 
people and businesses on a huge scale. 

“The response to the pandemic is a reflection of economic 
possibilities and social values today, at least in rich 
countries. We are prepared to pay a vast price to contain 
pandemics.”

Element
There is an element of truth to this argument. Rich 
economies have more resources to spare to prioritise saving 
lives. And Wolf reproduces the Institute for New Economic 
Thinking’s now famous chart that refutes the idea there is a 
“trade-off” between saving the economy and saving lives. On 
the whole, those states that prioritised saving lives also lost 
less economic output. China is the standout case.

But it isn’t just about how rich an economy is. The same 
chart shows that the states that suffered the biggest losses 
of lives and output include Italy, Britain, Spain, and France. 
The US and Belgium aren’t far behind. 

So some governments in the wealthy North have chosen 
to prioritise profit. In the process, they killed tens of 
thousands of especially black and poor citizens and tanked 
their economies. Britain under Boris Johnson has failed 
particularly spectacularly.

Add to this the fact that poorer economies often aren’t 
in a position to choose between lives and profits. The 
International Monetary Fund estimates that states in the 
advanced economies have increased spending by about 
20 percent of national income. The governments of the 
poorest economies have, by contrast, been able to find the 
equivalent of only 2 percent of output.

But, once again, this isn’t just a matter of absolute wealth 
or poverty, as the examples of Cuba and Vietnam show. 
Additional government spending has been financed largely 
by higher borrowing. The Institute of International Finance 
estimates that global debt will rise to over £200 trillion by 
the end of the year, around 365 percent of GDP.

Despite the noises from the Tory right, this isn’t a problem 
for governments such as Britain’s, which issues debt in its 
own currency and can borrow at ultra-low interest rates. But 
poor economies that have already accumulated large foreign 
debts don’t have the same room for manoeuvre. 

The Marxist blogger Michael Roberts points out that six 
states have already defaulted on their foreign debts, with 
more to come. This “coming debt disaster” underlines that 
how well or badly states cope has everything to do with the 
prevailing relations of economic power.

KEIR STARMER wants to stamp out solidarity with Jeremy Corbyn inside the Labour Party  Picture: Guy Smallman 

 Labour leadership ramps up  
 attacks on left for speaking out 
by NICK CLARK

LABOUR’S LEADERS have 
threatened to purge “thou-
sands and thousands” of 
their own members from 
the party in a campaign to 
smash the left.

Deputy leader Angela 
Rayner told a conference of 
pro-Israel organisations that 
she and leader Keir Starmer 
were working to stamp 
out solidarity with Jeremy 
Corbyn. “If I have to suspend 
thousands and thousands of 
members, we will do that,” 
she said.

Increasing numbers of 
Labour members are already 
being suspended for passing 
motions in support of Corbyn 
at their local  meetings.

P a r t y  g e n e r a l  s e c -
re ta ry  Dav id  Evans—
backed by Starmer—has 
banned  members from 
even  discussing Corbyn’s 
 suspension as a Labour MP.

Several elected officials of 
Constituency Labour Parties 
(CLPs) have already been 
suspended. 

They include NEU union 
off icer Louise Regan— 
suspended within hours 
of allowing a motion to 
be  discussed as chair of 
Nottingham East CLP last 
Friday.

The right want Corbyn 
to agree that his left wing 
 politics—and in particular 
his support for Palestinians—
is to blame for antisemitism.

He has been suspended 
as a Labour MP for correctly 
saying the scale of antisem-
itism inside the party has been 
exaggerated for political rea-
sons. Starmer is  demanding 
that he apologises before he 
will be allowed to sit as a 
Labour MP again.

Rayner was speaking at 
a conference of the Jewish 
Labour Movement (JLM), 
which sees support for Israel 
as central to its work. It was 
hosted in partnership with 
Labour Friends of Israel. 

Starmer told the same 
 conference that right wing 
MPs who quit the party in 

a bid to sabotage Corbyn’s 
l e a d e r s h i p  w o u l d  b e 
 welcomed back.

The right’s assault lays 
down a challenge to left wing 
MPs who say they support 
Corbyn. MPs including John 
McDonnell, Diane Abbott and 
Richard Burgon spoke at an 
online meeting in support of 
Corbyn last Saturday evening. 

Some trade union leaders 
have also hit out at Starmer. 

Yet so far those MPs and 
union leaders have encour-
aged Corbyn to accept the 
findings of the EHRC report, 
and to make apologies.

Encouraged
They have encouraged Corbyn 
to deal with the attacks on him 
through legal challenges—
not to take them on politi-
cally. And they refuse to rebel 
against Starmer’s  leadership, 
instead pleading with him for 
“unity”.

Yet the right clearly aren’t 
interested in unity.

As a token of unity with the 
right, left group Momentum 
chose to back Rayner over 
Burgon to be elected deputy 
leader earlier this year. 

She has now turned on 
them—and Labour members 
are paying the price.

Left Labour MPs and 
Momentum have pledged 
support  for  suspended 
Labour members. The least 
they could do is drop the calls 
for “unity,” resign the Labour 
whip in parliament—and 
rebel against Starmer.

Stand with Palestine
At the heart of the attack 
on the left is an attack 
on solidarity with the 
Palestinian people.

The right want to 
smear the left by 
claiming criticism of 
Israel is motivated 
by antisemitism.

They want to link 
support for Israel with 
Jewish identity—despite 
the fact that many 
Jews stand in solidarity 
with Palestinians.

The latest round of 
assaults came at the 
start of the international 
week of solidarity 
with Palestine. 

The Palestine Solidarity 

Campaign (PSC) 
held an online day of 
action last Saturday.

PSC director Ben Jamal 
spoke at an online rally 
the evening before. 

He said the attacks 
on the Labour left 
were linked to a bigger 
attempt to discredit 
opposition to Israel.

The attacks—and the 
retreats of left MPs—
show it is increasingly 
impossible for left 
wing activists to do 
that inside Labour. The 
best place to fight for 
Palestine is outside.
Watch the rally at  
bit.ly/Palestine2711

Momentum backed Angela 
Rayner to be deputy leader
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 Rent strikes spread after  
 Manchester student win  
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

STUDENTS AT the University of 
Manchester (UoM) have won a 
30 percent cut in rents for this 
term after months of protest.

A rent strike, protests and an 
occupation of the Owens Park 
tower in Fallowfields all helped to 
force university bosses to make this 
concession.

Every student in halls will get 
between £600 and £900 back as a 
result. The reduction amounts to 
£12 million in total.

Fin, an English literature student 
who took part in the occupation, 
told Socialist Worker that it was 
fantastic to see the power of protest 
at the university.

“We have been able to see the 
effects of direct action, and that a 
grassroots campaign can actually 
have a material effect,” he said.

The concessions result from 
the tireless activity of students, 
supported by staff. The UoM rent 
strike group together with the 
Socialist Worker Student Society 
and others organised protests as 
soon as students were locked into 
their accommodation in August.

When fences were put up around 
the Fallowfields accommodation at 
the start of November, students tore 
them down.

The rent strike group hit the 
 university where it hurts—in its 
bank balance. 

And the continued exposure of 
UoM’s terrible management of stu-
dent welfare during a pandemic also 
piled pressure on the university.

On Saturday over 100 students 
and university workers from across 
Britain gathered for an online 
 conference organised by the UCU 
Solidarity Movement. 

Mattie, a student who was part of 
the Manchester occupation, spoke 
at the meeting. 

Organised
“I have never seen such a response 
to the university over an occupa-
tion,” she said. “When we  organised 
a protest there were eight riot vans 
called. 

“But despite how much we were 
bullied and intimidated, we still 
won.” 

And Fin told Socialist Worker 
that despite there being a small 
number of students in the occupa-
tion the press took an interest. This 
meant larger numbers of people 
were aware of the action.

“We have to keep pushing out and 
turn this into a national  movement,” 
he said. And it doesn’t have to be a 
movement just about rent. It should 
be about beating back the neoliberal 
university as a whole.

“Students are being radicalised. 
They are realising they are being 
exploited. I think people are now 

more than ever coming to more left 
wing and radical conclusions.”

Rent strikes are spreading to 
other areas. Students from Bristol 
university are continuing their 
rent strike and Cambridge univer-
sity students began a rent strike on 
Wednesday of last week. 

In south London, students at 
Goldsmiths, University of London 
have called a rent strike for January. 
They are demanding better con-
ditions in accommodation and 
 support during the pandemic. 

Students are also calling for 
the university to properly handle 
a number of sexual assaults that 
have taken place in university 
 accommodation since term started. 

Students at Manchester have 
shown that direct action can force 
universities to make concessions.

On other pages...
School strikes over safety and 
victimisation >>Page 18

Finucane probe scares Tories
THE FAMILY of murdered 
Belfast solicitor Pat Finucane 
say the government’s decision 
not to hold a public inquiry is 
an “insult”.

Pat Finucane’s son John said 
the decision was “less than a 
sop”.

On 12 February 1989 two 
Loyalist gunmen smashed their 
way into Pat’s Belfast home. 
He was sitting down to Sunday 
dinner with his wife, Geraldine, 
and their three children.

The intruders shot him twice. 
They then stood over him and 
put another 12 bullets into his 
face and head.

The Loyalist paramilitary 
intelligence officer responsible 
for directing Ulster Defence 

Association (UDA) attacks, 
Brian Nelson, was a British 
agent controlled by the army’s 
Force Research Unit.

Ken Barrett, one of the UDA 
gunmen who shot Finucane, 
told the BBC years later, “The 
peelers wanted him whacked.”

Nelson and Barrett were both 
convicted of murder, but the 
Finucane family has continued 
to lobby for a public inquiry. 

Several examinations of the 
case found that state forces 
colluded in his murder. 

But the Tories don’t want a 
public inquiry because it would 
have to look at evidence of how 
high up collusion with Loyalist 
death squads went in British 
politics.

Sheku Bayoh 
inquiry gets 
underway
A PUBLIC inquiry into the 
death of Sheku Bayoh in police 
custody in Fife, near Edinburgh, 
began on Monday.

The 31 year old, who was 
originally from Sierra Leone, 
died after being restrained by 
six police officers in a Kirkcaldy 
street in 2015.

Within seconds of confronting 
Bayoh on the street, officers had 
sprayed him with CS gas and 
pepper spray. They then forced 
him face down on to the ground 
and applied handcuffs and leg 
restraints.

A post-mortem revealed 
Bayoh had died from positional 
asphyxia, which means that 
he was unable to breathe. He 
suffered some 25 injuries.

Yet nobody has been held to 
account.

In October 2018 the Lord 
Advocate, Scotland’s top law 
officer, announced that there 
would be no prosecutions in 
relation to the death.

Prosecute
In November 2019, after a 
review at the request of Bayoh’s 
family, the Lord Advocate 
confirmed the decision not to 
prosecute. But demands for 
justice continued, resulting in 
the public inquiry.

Solicitor Aamer Anwar, who 
is appearing at the inquiry for 
Bayoh’s partner and family, 
tweeted, “Five and half years 
ago in his death he was 
stereotyped and criminalised, 
but his family fought back for 
him.”

Inquiry chair Lord Bracadale 
opened the inquiry. 

He said it would look at 
“the immediate circumstances 
leading to the death of 
Mr Bayoh, how the police dealt 
with the aftermath, the conduct 
by the Lord Advocate and 
whether race was a factor”.

Bracadale added, “We will 
have in the region of 50,000 
documents to scrutinise.”

Adverts recruiting for inquiry 
staff suggest it could last for 
“three or four years”.

FIGURE IT OUT
 25  separate injuries 

were found on 
Sheku Bayoh’s 
body after he was 
restrained by cops 
in 2015

 0  nobody has so 
far been held to 
account for Sheku 
Bayoh’s death

 4  years is the length 
of time that a new 
inquiry into his 
death could last

A STUDENT occupation of 
university accommodation in 
Manchester (above and left) 
has helped to force college 
bosses to grant a big cut in 
rents 
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NUCLEAR SCIENTIST Mohsen Fakhrizadeh was murdered by Israeli forces

 Conflict grows as Israel  
 murders Iranian scientist
by NICK CLARK

ISRAEL BRUTALLY assassi-
nated a scientist just outside the 
Iranian capital Tehran on Friday 
of last week.

The horrific killing is an attempt 
by US president Donald Trump to 
entrench conflict between the US 
and Iran before Joe Biden becomes 
president next year.

Reports say a group of assas-
sins slaughtered nuclear scientist 
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh and three 
bodyguards in a hail of machine 
gun fire on a highway near Tehran. 
The killers reportedly escaped the 
scene, before a car bomb exploded.

Fakhrizadeh was Iran’s leading 
nuclear scientist.

Israel did not officially admit 
to carrying out the attack—but its 
politicians and officials gloated and 
boasted about the murder.

Israel’s energy minister Yuval 
Steinitz said the assassination 
of Fakhrizadeh “serves not only 
Israel, but the whole region and 
the world”.

And an unnamed Israeli official 
told the New York Times newspa-
per that the world should thank 
Israel for the killing.

The senior official was involved 
for years in tracking Fakhrizadeh 
for Israel, according to the report. 

The official also said Israel would 
continue to take action against 
Iran’s nuclear program.

The killing comes as Trump 
ramps up the threat of conflict with 
Iran. He sent several extra bombers 
and fighter jets to Middle East bases 
“to deter aggression and reassure 
US partners and allies” last week.

It’s part of a last-ditch effort to 
sabotage the possible return of a 
“deal” between the US and Iran.

Under the deal—signed by former 
president Barack Obama—the US 

promised to end punishing eco-
nomic sanctions against Iran. In 
return, Iran promised to stop devel-
oping its nuclear industries.

Control
The deal was meant to keep the 
US in control of the Middle East. 
Obama hoped it would make sure 
the US—and its most important 
military ally Israel—would be the 
only nuclear armed countries in the 
region.

Yet Trump wanted to crush Iran, 

which kept growing as a challenge 
to the US’s dominance. 

Backed by Israel—which acts 
as the US’s military enforcer in 
the Middle East—he brought back 
sanctions and threats of war against 
Iran.

He also encouraged Israel and 
rulers of Arab states to unite against 
Iran.

This involved encouraging them 
to support a fake “peace deal” that 
approved Israel’s occupation of 
Palestine.

Biden wants to return to Obama’s 
plan to control the Middle East.

But Trump knows Biden won’t 
undo everything he has done to 
enforce the US’s power.

 Biden has also championed the 
US’s many wars in the Middle East.

Trump is using his last few weeks 
as president to force through as 
much of his plan as possible.

And that means gambling with 
the threat of a war that could dev-
astate ordinary people’s lives across 
the Middle East and the world.

IN BRIEF
Protests against 
police in France
OVER 300,000 people 
demonstrated across France 
last Saturday against the 
government’s proposed global 
security law.  

The revolutionary socialist 
NPA party said it was “a huge 
awakening after months of 
political confinement”.

Police attacked the Paris 
march with tear gas and baton 
charges. In response, protesters 
set light to a Banque de France 
office and a BMW luxury car 
showroom.

The government’s global 
security law wants to create 
a new criminal offence of 
publishing images of police 
officers “with the aim of 
damaging their physical or 
psychological integrity”.

In a separate education 
bill, the government wants to 
criminalise university protests.

The protests are also 
highlighting police racism.
Read the full article at  
bit.ly/France2811

Protest success 
in Guatemala
FURIOUS PROTESTS in 
Guatemala have forced the 
government to abandon a 
budget that put big business 
first and lined the pockets of 
government officials. 

The government has since 
said that the budget was 
misreported and did include 
money for hospitals and 
education. 

But protesters are not 
convinced. They are continuing 
the fight, saying that they 
will not stop until president 
Alejandro Giammattei resigns 
from office. 

“We are demanding that 
they respect our rights and that 
all those corrupt politicians in 
Congress leave,” said student 
Maria Fernanda Saldana in 
Guatemala city. 

“The only thing they have 
done is to rob our money.”  

Workers fight 
back in Greece
PUBLIC SECTOR workers in 
Greece—backed by actions of 
private sector workers—struck 
against government attacks on 
working conditions last week.

Workers in the Adedy union 
federation walked out across the 
country last Thursday.

Prime minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis wants to introduce 
new legislation that would allow 
bosses to force through longer 
working hours with no increase 
in pay. 

His new bill would also 
introduce a 50 percent turnout 
threshold on strike ballots, and 
restrictions on the right to picket.

POLAND

 Inspiring protests continue
THE FIGHT over abortion rights 
in Poland is continuing with 
renewed energy. Saturday saw 
demonstrations in over 60 towns 
and cities.

The demonstrations were 
fuelled further by anger 
following police brutality at 
protests on 18 November. 

On that day thugs in plain 
clothes attacked the crowd as a 
march was ending.

They used tear gas spray, 
pulled out telescopic steel 
batons and started lashing out at 
the demonstrators. 

The latest demonstration 
marked the 102nd anniversary 
of women winning the right to 

vote in Poland. In the capital 
Warsaw, several main roads 
were blocked as police tried 
to stop the many thousands of 
protesters. 

The constitutional tribunal’s 
abortion ban has not been 
published by the prime minister 
yet even though the deadline for 
this was 2 November.

This shows the government’s 
fear of the protesters.

People’s horizons are 
expanding. These are great 
times for arguing the need for 
revolutionary politics.
Andy Zebrowski
Read the full article at  
bit.ly/Poland2911

INDIA

 Strike shuts down cities
A GENERAL strike by 250 million 
Indian workers on Thursday 
last week shut down most of the 
country’s main cities and towns.

Ten union federations and 
hundreds of workers’ associations 
called the action against austerity 
measures by Narendra Modi’s hard 
right government.

They won support from many of 
India’s poorest farmers. 

In Delhi farmers tried to cross 
a bridge to enter the city. Police 
erected barricades, but these were 
thrown into the river. 

Cops drove protesters back with 
grenades, water cannon and baton 
charges. The farmers’ protest in 
Delhi was continuing as Socialist 

Worker went to press.
In Kolkata left wing supporters 

also closed the Central metro 
station and many railway lines.

Modi’s ministers have presided 
over austerity measures that 
plunge the poor into ever more 
misery. Whole industries are being 
privatised while state subsidies for 
small farmers are being slashed. 

The strike comes as Modi’s 
BJP party attempts to whip up 
Islamophobia. 

The strength of the general 
strike shows again how Indian 
workers can unite across religious, 
ethnic and caste divides.
Read the full article at  
bit.ly/India2711
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Tories are 
robbing us
I’M SICK of the Tories 
letting tax dodgers get 
away with hundreds of 
billions every year, as 
we pay our taxes. Those 
thieves should pay their 
taxes and if they don’t, 
we should take away 
their proceeds of crime 
and jail them—simple.

I don’t trust any of 
the parties in parliament 
with their self inflicted 
pay rise. They’re 
awarding billions to fake 
firms set up by their 
rich mates. And they’re 
taking advantage of our 
Covid-19 misery.

They tell us to abide 
by the rules that they 
bend to suit themselves.

I’m angry and so 
should you be, they are 
robbing us blind and 
stab us in the back while 
telling us to trust them.

Timothy Shipley
Via Facebook

lNEVER TRUST a 
Tory on anything!

Angela Sanderson
Via Facebook

For the few
SO LABOUR is now a pro 
capitalist, Zionist party?

Jonila Marlee Packett
Via Facebook

lAS IT has been for 
very many years, 

decades even.
Sarah Cox

Via Facebook

No borders
SOLIDARITY WITH 
the Jamaican man 
threatened with 
deportation. The Tories’ 
hostile environment is 
disgusting. There’s no 
such thing as an “illegal” 
person.

Nancy Clark
Surrey

Just a 
thought... Myth of 

academy 
freedom
THE GOVERNMENT’S 
education policy in relation 
to education during the 
pandemic has undoubtedly 
cost lives by accelerating 
the spread of the  
virus.

The breathtakingly 
callous nature of the Tories’ 
attitude to working class 
children was demonstrated 
when they announced the 
removal of free  
school meals in the 
holidays.

Clearly they do not care 
for working class children’s 
well-being. But they do care 
about the bosses’ profits.

This fixation with profit 
has led to the government 
insisting that schools must 
remain open at all costs.

At the same time they 
pressure parents to send 
children into school. They 
remove all but the most 
meagre support for those 
who need to stay at home.

This policy is creating 
chaos in schools as well as 
uncertainty and anxiety to 
parents.

So much so that one 
academy chain—the Focus 
trust—decided to exercise 
it’s supposed ‘freedom’ to 
operate outside control of 
the local education 
authority.

The trust put forward a 
seemingly sensible plan to 
close 15 primary schools in 
West Yorkshire and the 
North West a week early for 
Christmas.

The government 
response? “Oh no you 
don’t...... all schools must 
remain open.”

So much for academy 
freedom!media.

Jill Chanter
Sheffield

Trump’s fascist tactics
IT IS right to say that 
socialists should not 
describe the far-right 
politics of Donald Trump as 
fascist (Socialist Worker, 
18 November).

But he and some of his 
prominent supporters are 
resorting to classic fascist 
tactics.

Their rhetoric—
especially around the 
“stolen” election—
deliberately encourages 
fascist and far-right groups. 

Many of them are 
armed. Trump said that the 
Democrats were the party 
of “socialism and big 
business” and the 
Republicans the party of 

“workers”.
This echoes Adolf  

Hitler’s rhetoric of both 
capitalism and socialism 
being Jewish conspiracies, 
and the Nazis being the 
party of the “German 
worker”.

Trump’s henchmen Rudy 
Giuliani and Newt Gingrich 
have echoed the antisemitic 
rhetoric of far-right 
Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban.

They’re implicating 
Jewish businessman 
George Soros in the 
“stealing” of the US 
election for Biden.

Mark Brown
Glasgow

Free sanitary products in 
Scotland is a victory for women
THIS WEEK in Scotland marked a 
victory for grassroots campaigners 
who have fought a long battle for 
free and fair access to menstrual 
items.

Scotland had become the first 
country in the world to provide 
universal period products. 

The Period Products (Free 
Provision) (Scotland) Act that was 
introduced by Scottish Labour was 
initially blocked by the SNP.

The party’s reasons for this were 
cited as expense, practicality, and 
absurd concerns about raids from 
south of the border. 

Here it was envisioned that 
items would be taken and sold at 
“discount”  
rates.

However, activists rightly 
criticised this as “insulting”. It 

played into the narrative that 
“period products are a luxury and 
not a necessity.”

With inequality worsening due 
to 15 years of austerity, which has 
been exasperated by the 
pandemic, period poverty is a 
reality for many in Britain. 

Research by Plan International 
UK found that nearly one in three 
girls reported difficulty in 
accessing menstrual products.

Bloody Good Period is a charity 
that distributes sanitary items to 
women’s refuges, homeless 
shelters, asylum seekers and 
low-income workers.

 It has seen demand rise fivefold 
since the start of the lockdown. 

The passing of this Act is a real 
win, but it was won through 
struggle. 

To eradicate period poverty in 
all its forms we have to keep 
fighting. 

Kirsty Turkington
Glasgow

lMAKING PERIOD products free 
is a welcome change, hopefully 

bringing an end to period poverty 
in Scotland. It sets an example to 
other countries and takes a small 
step towards closing the gender 
equality gap.Next, the Scottish 
government should look at the 
abysmal sexual assault convictions 
rates, the burden on single 
mothers, and persevering gender-
based violence throughout society.

There is still a long way to go 
before we achieve true equality.

Rebecca Mair
Glasgow

Time to punish the rich, not workers
THE ECONOMIC 
background to Sunak’s 
three year pay freeze is the 
decline of the British 
economy by 11 percent this 
year.

It is the worst annual 
decline in 300 years and 
the explosion of 
government debt is more 
than six times original 
projections.

But there is money to 
pay the public sector and to 
stimulate the economy to 
benefit the private sector.

Due to a lack of 
investment there remains 
massive cash piles in the 
corporate sector. We know 
they are willing to lend to 

governments at virtually 
zero interest rates, because 
they have been.

Taxes need to be 
increased on the rich, and 
the pay of workers needs to 
be boosted. Tax loopholes 
could very easily be closed 
bringing in billions for the 
health service and 
education.

There can be redirection 
of resources from what isn’t 
needed, like armaments, to 
what is needed.

The government has no 
strategy for ensuring 
economic recovery but 
reducing debt and cutting 
pay is the worst way to 
bring it about.
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 Protest at a east London hospital  Picture: Guy Smallman



‘They treated me like the 
most dangerous person 
in the world’

 RAYAN CRAWFORD doesn’t 
“really go out of the house” 
since he was deported to 
Jamaica in February.

Rayan suffers from a rare bone 
condition called Blount’s Disease and 
inflammatory arthritis. But he hasn’t 
had regular medication. “It’s causing 
pain,” Rayan told Socialist Worker. “I 
can’t really be up and down, walking 
about.

“There is no free medication in 
Jamaica—even if you want to see a 
doctor, you have to pay for it. There 
was a charity organisation, but it said 
it could only give medication to me for 
the month.” 

Rayan, who came to Britain at the 
age of 12, lived with his partner Jana 
and their two sons in Tower Hamlets, 
east London. He had indefinite leave to 
remain until the Home Office sent him 
a deportation order in March 2018. 

Rayan was serving a short prison 
sentence for a minor burglary offence.

In his subsequent battles over 
deportation, a judge claimed it 
wouldn’t be “unduly harsh” to separate 
Rayan and his children.

Contact
“The pain of separation would be 
mitigated by the Appellant being able 
to maintain regular contact with the 
children by the use of social media and 
through face to face contact on Skype,” 
the judge said.

Jana said Home Office officials 
should “come and move into my 
house” to see the real impact. “I have 
to see and feel it, not the Home Office, 
not the judge,” she told Socialist 
Worker. 

“I have to deal with it and witness it. 
I have to see my children hurt. 

“My children always had their 
father and one day he just vanished. 
He never missed out, even when 
he was in prison, we visited him on 
the weekends, birthdays, Christmas, 
Father’s Day and Mother’s Day.

“Ray literally used to check my older 
son’s homework. The other day the 
English teacher called me and said the 
older one hasn’t done any homework 
for months. 

“When I asked him, he denied it to 
my face. He never used to lie to me.”

For Rayan, the impact “is quite 

dramatic, but not something I could 
share with anybody”. “I speak to them 
when I can,” he said. “But on a day to 
day basis? I can’t really do that. The 
phone service is really bad.” 

Rayan has likened the deportation 
process to a “kidnapping”. 

Once he was released from prison, 
Rayan had to sign on once a week at 
the Home Office branch in London 
Bridge. On Monday 27 January 
he rushed out of the house in the 
morning, telling Jana he was worried 
about being late. 

At around 2pm, Rayan called to say 
he’d been detained. 

He was held at Brook House 
detention centre, near London Gatwick 
Airport. 

On 11 February, Rayan was lying 
in his cell. “The next thing I know,” 
he said, “the door just flies open and I 
see five guys with riot shields running. 
They’re still jumping at you, putting 
you in handcuffs, even when you’re not 
putting up any resistance.”

Rayan described how, being taken 
out of the detention centre, they “strap 
your feet to the next person’s feet, 
hands handcuffed behind your back”. 

“On the minibus you’re sitting in a 
seat with a security guard next to you,” 
he said. 

“If you want to go to the toilet, the 
security guard has to come with you. 
They don’t tell you where you’re going, 
and from when they detain you in the 
cell, you’re not allowed contact with 
anybody, not even a solicitor.

“They treated me like I’m the most 
dangerous person in the world.” 

  TERROR AND TRAUMA
VICTIMS TELL THE TERRIBLE TRUTH ABOUT THE TORIES’ ‘HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT’ POLICY

WHEN JOHN dropped his 
children off at school last 
week, he didn’t think it 
might be the last time he 

would see them.
John was one of up to 50 people 

facing a deportation flight to Jamaica 
on Wednesday this week. 

After he dropped his eight and five 
year olds off at school, he made his 
weekly journey from Oxfordshire to 
west London. There he had to sign on 
at the Home Office’s Eaton House.

John’s pregnant partner Emma and 
his 12 year old daughter waited in the 
car park outside. Inside, immigration 
officials had already detained him. 

“You’re not allowed to say goodbye,” 
John told Socialist Worker. “They’re not 
allowed to come into the building.

“I had to ring them from inside to tell 
them what was going on.” 

Emma was used to taking John to 
Eaton House every Wednesday. “It’s 
always been a struggle,” she told 
Socialist Worker. “It’s the fear and 
the tension. None of us can sleep on a 
Tuesday night.

“When we got there, my 12 year old 
asked, ‘How long is daddy going to be?’ 
and I said it normally takes two minutes. 
I noticed 15 minutes had passed, then an 
hour had passed and he still didn’t pick 
up the phone.”

Emma said every time that the process 
takes longer “I start to panic because the 
same thing happened in January”.

Succeeded
The Home Office tried to deport 
John on a charter flight to Jamaica in 
 February. A legal challenge succeeded 
in the Court of Appeal at the last 
minute, meaning some people weren’t 
put on the plane. 

Eventually, Emma got through to 
Eaton House and found out he’d been 
detained for the second time. She then 
had to drive home. Emma said, “My 
daughter was asking, ‘Where is daddy?’ 
I didn’t know what to say. 

“I had to get my mum to pick up the 
other two children from school. They 
were also asking, ‘Where’s daddy?’ 
because he normally picks them up. 

“I’ve had to say daddy is working in 

London for a bit, because I don’t know 
what to say to them. My  youngest is 
sleeping in my room because she’s 
scared.” 

John said the situation is harder than 
the last time he was detained because of 
coronavirus. “My kids would have come 
to see me, but there are no visits in the 
detention centre because of the virus,” 
he explained. 

“I speak to them, yes, but it’s very dif-
ficult. They are just asking questions and 
it’s really affecting them. The youngest 
is only five years old. I don’t really know 
how to explain it to them.”

Protection
John fled persecution in Jamaica in 
2002. He’d been running a minicab 
business the previous year. A gang that 
had demanded protection money cut his 
wrists and shot him in the head as he 
tried to get away. “I’ve got all the scars 
on my body to show it,” he said.

John said those people would “defi-
nitely” come after him in Jamaica. “My 
life would 100 percent be in danger,” 
he said.

John came to Britain and had indefi-
nite leave to remain between 2004 and 
2015, when he went to prison for three 
years on a drugs charge.

“We had a restaurant and drugs 
were found in the premises,” explained 
Emma. “But it wasn’t him. And he’s done 
his time—being punished for a second 
time is not fair. It’s  heartbreaking. 
They’ve been treated like animals.” 

John and Emma’s story shows up the 
brutality of Britain’s racist immigration 
system of detention and deportation. Its 
terror is designed to make life hard for 
migrants and paint them as the enemy. 

Even in the middle of a pandemic, 
the Tories are determined to go through 
with the deportation.

Ministers claim they’re deporting 
“serious criminals” on the Jamaica char-
ter flights. This is part of a divide and 
rule strategy to paint some migrants as 
“good” and others as “bad”—and rein-
forces racism against all migrants. 

Anti-racists must fight all deportations. 

As the Tories push through another 
deportation flight to Jamaica,  
Tomáš Tengely-Evans spoke to three 
families battling for justice. Their stories 
give a snapshot of the daily terror 
inflicted by Britain’s racist immigration 
system and the hostile environment

‘Signing-in is tense. You’re terrified they’ll take you’

 MARGARET “CAN’T forgive 
the police for using my son 
as a weapon” to get to her 
partner Chris. 

On the night of 19 January, cops 
and border guards came to snatch 
Chris from their south London home. 
“We were all in bed,” Margaret told 
Socialist Worker. “It was only myself 
and Chris in the house, my son had 
asked to go to a friend’s house.

“Around six in the morning, the 
door knocked and knocked. I jumped 
up, looked out of the window and 
saw flashing lights. 

“I went to my son’s bedroom and 
shouted out of the window. There 
was one officer who was saying 
come down for a minute. I was 
saying, ‘What’s happened to my 
son?’ I thought, please let it not be a 
stabbing.

“She said, ‘Yes, it’s your son, come 
down and I’ll tell you what happened 
to him.’.”

When Margaret opened the door, 
she was “barged through, pushed 
aside”. “All these men marched in, 
grabbed Christopher, brought him 

to the ground, and handcuffed him,” 
she said. 

“They used my child as a weapon 
to get into my home. I can’t get over 
it.” 

Chris said an immigration raid 
feels “like a robbery” with “15-20 
people barging into your house”. 

“They ran in, flung me on the 
ground, put a knee on my back,” he 
told Socialist Worker. “To get one 
person—one person.

“You’re in a hostile environment. 

I will never forget that day, it will 
never come out of my head.” 

Chris was taken to London Bridge, 
then on to Colnbrook Immigration 
Removal Centre near London 
Heathrow Airport.

Like John, a legal challenge 
stopped Chris’ deportation. But 
security guards burst into his cell—
despite the legal ruling—and put 
him onto a minibus to Doncaster 
Sheffield Airport in South Yorkshire. 

Chris was driven all the way to the 

airport only to turn around at the 
last minute. He sat inside a small cell 
for the whole round trip—around 15 
hours. 

Since Chris was released from 
the detention centre in March, he 
has lived with the daily fear that he 
could be deported. 

He explained how signing on at the 
Home Office “makes your whole body 
tense”. “You walk in like you don’t 
feel nothing inside,” he said. “You’re 
terrified they’re going to take you.” 

Chris added that news of the  
new charter flight this week 
“properly shook me up”. “The 
whole of last week, I couldn’t sleep 
properly,” he said. “I’d be in the 
sitting room at 1, 2, 3 o’clock in 
the morning wearing a full suit of 
clothes. I’m thinking, ‘There’s going 
to be a knock, I have to be ready.’

“It’s not going away until the 
Home Office says here is the visa.

“This is how they treat people. It 
breaks me down. I have flashbacks 
of them coming to the house, 
flashbacks of the prison van. I will 
never forget it.” 

Chris (in grey hat) and Margaret (central) join a deportation protest in London last year

EATON House 
immigration control, 
where John was forced 
to register each week 
(above) Home secretary 
Priti Patel revels in 
deportation controls 
(below)

UK Border Agency 
officers are used to 
deport people

Rayan with his son
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information

12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
ONLINE MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to 
discuss political issues 
and local interventions. 
All welcome.

BIRMINGHAM
Golden Dawn—how Greek 
fascists were crushed
Wed 9 Dec, 7pm
281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY
No more ‘business as 
usual’—what kind of health 
service do we need?
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm
352-891-2411
CAMBRIDGE
Covid and the economic 
crisis—how can we 
make the rich pay?
Thu 10 Dec, 
7.30pm
681-800-4408

CHESTERFIELD
How revolution ended 
slavery—the Haitian 
Revolution
Thu 10 Dec, 
6.30pm
829-532-8731
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
South Africa—the 
struggle today
Wed 16 Dec, 
7.30pm
894-2628-7708
EASTBOURNE
Engels—a revolutionary 
in Eastbourne
Thu 10 Dec, 
6.30pm
818-1857-1448
EAST MIDLANDS
Engels at 200—a celebration 
of his revolutionary 
life and work
Wed 9 Dec, 7pm
354-874-4790

GLASGOW
What would socialism 
look like?
Thu 17 Dec, 6.30pm
851-5254-7239
HUDDERSFIELD
Refugees welcome—why 
socialists want open borders
Thu 10 Dec, 7pm
290-168-1804
KENT
Is winning elections a 
route to socialism?
Thu 10 Dec,8.15pm
434-623-8064
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
A Marxist history of 
the Labour Party
Thu 10 Dec, 6.30pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS
Why we need system change 
not climate change
Thu 10 Dec, 7pm
935-5290-8076

LIVERPOOL
Marxism and mental distress 
in a time of pandemics
Wed 9 Dec, 7pm
493-925-5919
LONDON: HACKNEY
Police racism and the 
Mangrove Nine
Thu 10 Dec, 7.30pm
798-534-2585
LONDON: HARINGEY
How would socialists 
deal with a pandemic?
Wed 9 Dec, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: ISLINGTON
How revolution ended 
slavery—the Haitian 
Revolution
Thu 10 Dec, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
Why we need a million 
climate jobs now
Wed 9 Dec, 
7.30pm
288-098-8827

LONDON: SOUTH
Islamophobia and racism—
the politics of fear
Wed 9 Dec, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
What makes people rise up?
Thu 10 Dec, 7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Why we hate Mondays—
Marxism and alienation
Wed 9 Dec,
 7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Marxism and religion
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON:  WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
India’s general strike—
250 million workers 
and peasants, could it 
be the end of Modi?
Thu 10 Dec, 
7.30pm
834-3932-1796

NEWCASTLE
Is human nature a 
barrier to socialism?
Wed 9 Dec, 
7pm
368-595-2712
NORWICH
When workers fight 
for our environment
Wed 9 Dec, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299
OXFORD
Big Pharma, the Tories 
and Covid-19—can a 
vaccine solve the crisis?
Thu 10 Dec, 
7pm
848-5698-5438
PORTSMOUTH
A rebel’s guide to Trotsky
Wed 9 Dec, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809-
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Pioneer of liberation—
how should we remember 
Mary Wollstonecraft?
Thu 10 Dec, 7pm
528-174-9278
SOUTHAMPTON
How the Black Panthers 
fought the state
Wed 9 Dec, 
7.30pm
381-513-5080
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Is anarchism more 
radical than socialism?
Wed 9 Dec, 
7.30pm
827-489-7492-

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for 
your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

BRADFORD
Thu 10 Dec, 7pm
885-9187-7552

BURNLEY & 
PENDLE
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm
875-9876-0976

CARDIFF
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm
630-181-4857

EXETER
Wed 16 Dec, 
7.30pm
865-2972-2883

MANCHESTER
Wed 9 Dec, 7.15pm
323-178-7151

SWANSEA & 
WEST WALES
Thu 10 Dec, 7pm
902-964-963

WIGAN
Thu 10 Dec, 7pm
872-5136-9540

From Poland to the US and Britain
Fighting for abortion rights

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to 
Engels by Camilla Royle 
£4

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege explain 
racism? by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad 
and Weyman Bennett, £3

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquires@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

PROTESTS IN Poland
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Flint is harrowing to watch—but there is also hope 
DOCUMENTARY
FLINT
Available on BBC iPlayer from 
Wednesday 2 December

ANTHONY Baxter’s 
documentary Flint, 
about the 2015 water 
crisis in Flint, Michigan, 
is a disturbing and eye 
opening watch.

In 2014, Michigan’s 
state government decided 
to cut costs by redirecting 
Flint’s water source from 
Lake Huron to the river 
Flint. Instantly residents 
started suffering from 

outbreaks of rashes and 
other medical issues. 

Flint’s water plant 
insisted that the water was 
safe to drink and bathe 
in. But testing revealed 
staggering levels of lead 
contamination. 

The effects of the lead 
poisoning on Flint’s 
children may not be 
apparent for years. And 
the number of stillbirths 
and miscarriages in the 
city have risen sharply. 

The documentary follows 
Flint residents as they 
fight for safe water and 
justice. It’s harrowing. 

Most shocking of all is the 
corruption of scientists who 
initially exposed the crisis.

But Flint is a timely 
reminder of the failures 
of capitalism. The crisis 
followed the closure of 
General Motors plants 
in Flint—leading to 
thousands of job losses. 
Flint’s economic crisis has 
left many of its residents 
devastated by poverty.

As Americans celebrate 
the removal of Donald 
Trump from office, Flint 
reminds us that the fight 
is far from over. No matter 
who is in office, working 

class people suffer.
But the documentary 

celebrates the power 
of people taking on the 
system. Campaigns run by 
residents mean that Flint 
is now closer to having 
clean drinking water. 

The damage done by 
lead contamination can’t 
be reversed. But people 
are fighting so that future 
generations won’t suffer 
the same fate.

Everyone should see 
Flint and be shocked. But 
it should also serve as 
inspiration.
Gabby Thorpe

A bleak vision of hopeless, 
demonised teenage victims
County Lines doesn’t flinch from showing the squalor behind the headlines. 
But it feels as if it’s avoiding the most important question, says Yuri Prasad
TALES OF young teens being sent 
to sell drugs in small towns across 
Britain are familiar but easily 
forgotten.

The scourge of violence that 
accompanies the trade makes 
headlines but the names and lives of 
those involved are largely blank.

Henry Blake’s County Lines is an 
attempt to change that.

The story centres on 14 year old 
Tyler (Conrad Khan) who lives on an 
east London estate. 

At school, when he’s not getting 
into fights, Tyler is withdrawn—his 
sullen face matching the greyness of 
his surroundings.

But at home Tyler takes care of 
business. He looks after his young 
sister and is seen constantly cooking, 
washing up, getting her ready for bed 
and up for school the next morning. 

Their mum Toni works nights as 
a cleaner and spends the day trying 
to sleep.

Snaps
When Toni loses her job, the thread 
that barely holds their lives together 
snaps. Tyler’s hopelessness and need 
is spotted by Simon, a local dealer 
who seems to have everything. 

With care and skill, he grooms 
Tyler for a bit part in his operation. 

Soon the boy is covering wraps of 
drugs in cling film and Vaseline and 
transporting packages stuffed into his 
arse to seaside towns.

And it is there, in the bleak 
 forgotten towns of south east 
England, that the real squalor begins. 

No detail is spared to show how 
Tyler’s pitiful life now reflects those 
of his addicted customers.

Simon had empathised with Tyler 
saying they both had to “be the man 
of the house” while still children. It 

soon becomes obvious that not only 
means bring in the cash, as Tyler now 
does, but also enforcing discipline. 

A graphic representation of what 
that conception of masculinity means 
is starkly brought home. But the epi-
sode, though convincing, points to a 
weakness in the story.

Who is to blame for the way Tyler 
lives now is not clear. 

Those who argue that lack of male 
role models is what drives young men 
to crime will doubtless find comfort 
in the film. But so will those that 
insist social conditions, demonisation 

and demoralisation are key. 
Such ambiguity can in art be a 

useful way of exploring questions, 
but on an issue that is so highly 
politically charged as youth violence 
it feels like avoidance.

There is a similar problem with the 
way school authorities and social ser-
vices are represented as a  potential 
way out. 

This no doubt reflects Blake’s past 
as youth worker in an east London 
pupil referral unit. 

At times it feels as though the only 
calming and sensible voices in the 

film come from them. It is as though 
if only they could get through to 
Tyler, they could help turn his life 
around.

But Tyler’s problem has never been 
simply the lack of good adults in his 
life.

It is that the substance of his life 
is robbing it of any meaning and any 
way to survive. Everything in the 
film, from the bleak blue pallet to 
desolate landscapes, exists to rein-
force that point.
In cinemas and streaming  platforms 
from Friday 4 December

 TYLER IS sent to sell drugs in the forgotten towns of south east England  Picture: BFi

Flint campaigner Nakia Wakes

DOCUMENTARY 
DEFENDING DIGGA D
Now on BBC iPlayer

TWENTY YEAR old Digga D 
is one of the biggest  
up-and-coming drill artists 
in Britain. This film follows 
him as he is released from a 
15-month stint in prison, at 
a pivotal moment in his life.

Digga D is one of the first 
musicians in British history 
to be given a police Criminal 
Behaviour Order (CBO) that 
controls his creative output. 

It means he is not 
allowed to release any 
music, or videos, without 
telling the police.

If the music breaches 
the terms of his CBO—for 
example by “inciting or 
encouraging violence”—
they can take it down and 

arrest him. The police say 
they target drill because 
it promotes and causes 
violence. But the genre’s 
supporters call this 
censorship and say that the 
art simply reflects real life.

Digga’s situation—and his 
ongoing story—embodies 
this dilemma.

He came out of 
incarceration into a world 
where he feels he is 
watched constantly and 
subject to strict licence 
conditions. He could be 
recalled to prison for 
breaching them at any time.

DOCUMENTARY 
THE HOSTEL FOR HOMELESS 
YOUNG MUMS
Available now at  
bbc.co.uk/iPlayer

WHAT DO you do when 
you’re young, homeless and 
have a baby?

This documentary follows 
the highs and lows of  

21 year old Brittani and 
Katie and 19 year old 
Chelsea. They’re thrown 
together in a hostel while 
searching for a home of 
their own. 

Digga D

Katie with her children
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F
rederick Engels, born 
200 years ago, is a 
giant of the world 
socialist movement. 
Although himself a 
great theorist and 

revolutionary activist, Engels 
has spent much of that 
time in the shadow of Karl 
Marx, his lifelong friend and 
collaborator. 

Born into a wealthy family 
in Germany, his trajectory 
into a fighter for the poor and 
oppressed was shaped by the 
revolutionary movements of the 
time and the rapid development 
of capitalism.

And as a teenager, he was 
able to see the horrific con-
ditions endured by workers 
in the industrial Rhineland  
district of Germany, where he 
grew up.

Shortly afterwards, Engels 
was dispatched to Manchester 
to work as a clerk in his family’s 
sewing thread factory. 

What he saw when he got 
there shocked him, and would 
inform his political work for the 
rest of his life. 

He wrote passionately about 
the horrors experienced by 
people sweating at dirty factory 
machines and living in squalor. 

And his personal experience 
collided with mass movements 
sweeping across Britain. 

At the time in 1842, the 
Chartist movement was drawing 
in half a million workers for 
their campaign on the right to 
vote. 

Two years after he arrived in 
England he met Marx in France, 
and the pair began developing 
ideas together.

T
HEIR FIRST book, 
The Holy Family, 
was a blistering 
cr i t ique of  the 
ideas of German 
philosopher Hegel, 

whose ideas they were both 
drawn to in their youth. 

And released a year later, 
The Condition of the Working 
Class in England saw Engels 
return to the situation of the 
impoverished masses toiling in 
the textile mills in north west 
England. 

His book detailed how 
people were driven to early 
graves because of dangerous 
and repetitive work—all for the 
profits of the bosses. 

He described living condi-
tions in St Giles, a poor part of 
London, “Heaps of garbage and 
ashes lie in all directions, and 
the foul liquids emptied before 
the doors gather in stinking 
pools”. 

No element of working 
class life was too mundane for 
Engels, he wrote on housing 
and he went to great lengths to 
describe the diets people sur-
vived on. 

“There remain only bread, 
cheese, porridge and potatoes, 
until on the lowest round of the 
ladder, among the Irish, pota-
toes form the sole food,” he 
wrote. “If he gets nothing, he 
simply starves”. 

But the book wasn’t just 
reporting misery—he used it 

to explain how capitalism pro-
duced these conditions for 
workers, and to agitate for 
something different. 

And his job served another 
purpose—he used his wages 
at the family factory to help 
finance Marx and his family for 
over four decades. 

His support was so invalu-
able that on the publication 
of the first volume of Capital 
Marx wrote, “It was thanks 
to you alone that this became 
possible.”

Engels also enjoyed a close 
relationship with Marx’s chil-
dren, who affectionately called 
him “the general”, because of 
his love of military history. 

In fact, he was so delighted 
when Laura Marx got mar-
ried that he drank too much 
and accidentally sat on and 
killed his pet hedgehog, Right 
Honourable. 

That’s not to say their friend-
ship was always easy. Despite 
Engels’ considerable financial 
support, Marx was scathing 

of his long-term partner Mary 
Burns, greeting news of her 
early death with a request that 
his friend sent more cash. 

The revolutionary move-
ments erupting at the time 
sharpened even more. Engels 
and Marx were spurred on to 
produce their most famous 
piece of literature—and dedi-
cate their time to revolutionary 
activism.

They were members of the 
Communist League in London 
and he and Marx were com-
missioned by the organisation 
to write an explanation of their 
ideas. 

The Communist Manifesto 
was born, and it was written 
as a blistering intervention into 
the revolts spreading through 
Europe in 1848. Engels wrote 
what was essentially the first 
draft, called the Principles of 
Communism, in the style of 25 
questions and answers. 

T
HERE IS no doubt 
that Engels was 
an intervention-
ist—and it showed 
in how he oper-
ated. His analysis 

was designed to shape politi-
cal ideas and his writing was 
short, sharp and meant to be 
understood by everyone.

In the manifesto Marx and 
Engels sketched out that class 
conflict was central to society 
and how workers could take 
control of society. 

The pair argued workers 
could run it for “the common 
account, according to a common 
plan and with the participation 
of all members of society.”

The uprisings at this time 
weren’t led by workers, but by 
the middle class. 

Engels was shaped by the 
revolutionary events of his life 
and his hopes for transforma-
tive change in the future. 

In 1847 he reported on the 
anti-government movement 
in Paris and returned to the 
Rhineland the following year. 

There, after setting up a daily 
newspaper with Marx, Engels 
threw himself into action. 

He took part in battles 
against Prussian troops trying 
to bring down the revolution, 
and was seen flying a red flag 
on a barricade in the town of 
Elberfeld. 

This experience of revolution 
fed into his writings about how 
the process of struggle is the 
driving force of history. 

It was not just about small 
reforms but about fundamental 
transformation. And because of 
this, the masses had to partici-
pate directly.

As Engels wrote, “Where 
it is a question of a complete 
transformation of the social 
organisation, the masses 
themselves must be in on it, 
must themselves have grasped 
what is at stake, what they are 
fighting for, body and soul.”

It wasn’t an academic exer-
cise—he was always looking 
for opportunities to grab hold 
of revolutionary moments.

This period marked a turning 
point for Marx and Engels. They 

READ MORE
lA Rebel’s guide to 
Engels  
by Camilla Royle  
£4

lThe Origin of the 
Family, Private Property 
and the State 
by  Frederick Engels 
£14.99 and at  
bit.ly/EngelsFamily

lEngels 200—his 
contribution to political 
economy 
Michael Roberts  
£12
 
Available at Bookmarks 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

ENGELS  
200 YEARS ON

Two centuries after the birth of revolutionary and socialist 
theorist Frederick Engels, Sarah Bates examines a life and 
legacy that goes beyond collaborating with Karl Marx 

had seen revolution and looked 
to theorise their experiences in 
print.

Anti-Duhring, produced in 
1878, is a good example of this. 
Here Engels and Marx argued 
against utopian and idealistic 
versions of socialism that were 
based on a “mish mash” of dif-
ferent ideas rather than a scien-
tific understanding.

So instead of believing that 
a more egalitarian order would 
come as some sort of natural 
progress, they argued that soci-
ety was constantly changing. 
And they argued that humans 
were central to that change. 

They used Anti-Duhring to 
develop the idea that, because 
workers were at the heart of 
the system that exploits them, 
it gives them a unique power to 
destroy it. 

The German Ideology, which 
Engels authored alongside 
Marx, outlines one of their 
most important contributions—
their analysis of development 
throughout history.  

Their theory of historical 
materialism rests on the idea 
that ordinary people are the 
ones that drive through the 
process of history. They wrote, 
“History is nothing but the 
activities of man pursuing his 
aims”.

T
HEY SAID that 
human beings were 
part of nature, but 
distinct from other 
animals, because 
they can change 

the world around them in 
conscious and imaginative 
ways. 

And they argued that the 
conditions of people’s lives 
build and shape their ideas—
not the other way round. Put 
simply, “life is not determined 
b y  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  b u t 
consciousness by life.”

In The German Ideology 
Marx and Engels argued that 
workers were the revolutionary 
class but would need to expe-
rience a revolutionary process 
to obtain the level of skills and 
experience required to build a 
socialist society.

They said that revolution was 
necessary because, “the ruling 
class cannot be overthrown in 
any other way, but also because 
the class overthrowing it can 
only in a revolution succeed in 
ridding itself of all the muck of 
ages and become fitted to found 
society anew.” As capitalism 
had developed, they argued, 
the forces of production had 
changed and created a new 

social force—a large and pow-
erful working class. 

The pair pointed to the 
revolutionary potential of 
workers under capitalism—but 
argued that there was nothing 
automatic about the prevalence 
of socialism.

It would take workers’ organ-
isation strong enough to smash 
through the restraints placed on 
people under a bosses’ system. 

It was this desire to build 
a socialist organisation that 
drew them to the International 
Working Men’s Association, also 
known as the First International. 

The organisation was an 
attempt at uniting socialists 
around the world and building 
solidarity with those in struggle. 

When Marx died in 1883, 
Engels dedicated himself into 
completing the two unfinished 
volumes of Capital through to 
publication. 

Still a prolific writer, he con-
tinued to produce works on sci-
ence, the origins of women’s 
oppression and as interventions 
into socialist movements across 
Europe.

Over a century later, Engels’ 
contributions to how we under-
stand the world around us, 
makes him a revolutionary for 
today more than ever.

A Chartist 
demonstration 
in Kennington 
Common in 1848 
(top). A depiction 
of a London 
street from 1872 
(above)—Engels 
observed the 
horrific conditions 
that working class 
people lived in at 
the time 

He took part in 
battles against 
Prussian troops 
trying to bring 
down revolution  

‘‘ 
A young Engels

ENGELS’ EXPERIENCE of revolution and struggle in his life time shaped his thought and theory

EYEWITNESS 
PLACE HERE

Labour’s long history of 
support for the Israeli state 

Attacks on support 
for Palestine aren’t 
explained by focusing 
on an ‘Israel lobby’, 
says Nick Clark

“KEIR STARMER is in 
the pockets of his Israeli 
paymasters,” is an 
explanation you might come 
across—especially online—
for events in the Labour 
Party.

But this line of reasoning 
obscures the more 
fundamental reason why 
support for Israel is pushed so 
relentlessly. And it can lead 
to antisemitic arguments. 

The “Israel lobby” is 
generally seen as individuals 
and organisations committed 
to political interference to 
benefit Israel. 

The idea that this is behind 
the attacks on Jeremy Corbyn 
can seem convincing. 

Why else would the Labour 
Party put so much effort 
into destroying its former 
leader over his support for 
Palestinians?

There’s a lot of evidence to 
back it up—and there is some 
truth to it. There really is an 
effort to silence criticism of 
Israel in the Labour Party—
and pro-Israel organisations 
have played a part.

There’s the fact that many 
of those politicians who 
grandstanded against Corbyn 
have links to pro-Israel 
campaigning. 

Accusations
There’s the fact that 
organisations leading 
accusations against Corbyn, 
such as the Jewish Labour 
Movement, see support for 
Israel as central to their 
activities. 

And then there’s the fact 
that the right to criticise 
Israel—to call it a racist 
state—has been at the heart 
of the assault. Accusations of 
antisemitism against Labour 
members are increasingly 
focused on shutting down 
support for Palestinians.

This has been going on 
since long before Corbyn 
became leader.

Israel put a lot of effort 
into delegitimising support 
for the Palestinians by 
branding it antisemitic. Its 

ministry of strategic affairs 
supports and funds efforts 
to counter the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions 
movement.

Yet this is just part of an 
even wider political fight 
against anti-imperialist 
politics.

Labour’s support for 
Israel isn’t because of the 
malign intervention of some 
mysterious lobby—it’s a 
fundamental part of its own 
politics.

Labour politicians often 
speak proudly of how the 
party has always supported 
Israel. 

They even sometimes boast 
that Labour supported the 
creation of an Israeli state 
in Palestine before the Tory 
government did in 1917.

Ultimately, the reason 
Britain supported the 
colonisers who wanted to 
establish Israel was because 
they offered to play a role 
defending the British Empire. 

Palestine was hugely 
important to the British 
Empire. The Empire was 
hugely important to the 
British state. 

And managing the British 
state is the Labour Party’s 
ultimate goal.

So Labour politicians 
enthusiastically supported 
both the Empire and Israel.

Even after the collapse of 
the British Empire, Israel is 
the foremost enforcer of the 
US’s rule in the Middle East. 

That means it is still 
important to the British state 
whose governments—Labour 
and Tory—have seen its 
interests best served as the 
US’s junior partner.

The British state has always 
supported Israel because it 
benefits its own interests. 

And Labour’s politicians—

always keen to be responsible 
managers of the British 
state—are perfectly capable 
of arriving at support for 
Israel themselves.

The right hated Corbyn’s 
support for the Palestinians 
for the same reason they 
hated his opposition to 
nuclear weapons. 

It was a challenge to the 
idea that Labour would 
protect Britain’s role as a 
supporter of the US as the 
dominant power.

The interests of the Labour 
right and supporters of Israel 
aligned. 

And the charge of 
antisemitism was the perfect 
weapon to undermine and 
discredit Corbyn.

Understanding this 
relationship is an important 
part of being able to combat it.

Continuing to believe it’s 
all simply orchestrated by an 
“Israel lobby” can lead you 
down some very dark paths. 

But it also actually lets the 
Labour right off the hook.

The charge of 
antisemitism 
was the perfect 
weapon to 
undermine 
Corbyn

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
ZIONISM 
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 MUZAFFAR ABDULLAH      Picture: cage video

  Profiled and harassed for being a black Muslim
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

A BRITISH official admitted 
that he “singled out” a black 
Muslim man under a stop and 
search at a London airport, 
according to footage.

Muzaffar Abdullah from 
south London has been 
repeatedly stopped under 
Schedule 7 of the Terrorism 
Act 2000. 

He regularly travels to and 
from Cairo in order to visit 
his children in Egypt. 

He spoke out about being 
targeted in a video released 
this week by detainee rights 
organisation Cage.

In footage filmed by 
Muzaffar at the airport, he 
tells “officer Mark”, “You’re 
stopping me as a Muslim. 
You’re singling me out, no 
one else got stopped, the 
whole plane went through.” 

The officer replied, saying, 
“Yeah, we are singling you 
out.” 

When Muzaffar asked, 
“Because  I ’m a  b lack 
Muslim?”, the officer then 
mumbled, “Yeah.” 

Muzaffar then asked for a 
confirmation, “You did say 
yes now?” 

The officer said, “Yes, yes, 

absolutely, I fully agree.” 
C a g e  s p o k e s p e r s o n 

Anas Mustapha said, “The 
 shocking behaviour of the 
officers in the footage shared 
by Muzaffar Abdullah is a 
clear reminder.

“ T h e  p r o f i l i n g  a n d 
harassment  of  Musl im 
 holidaymakers at airports 
under Schedule 7 are a form 
of structural Islamophobia 
and racism that have no place 
in a free society.

“We reiterate our calls for 
Schedule 7 to be scrapped 
immediately.”

S chedu l e  7  o f  t h e 
Terrorism Act allows offic-
ers to detain people without 
suspicion and hold them for 

up to nine hours at airports, 
ports and international rail 
stations.

Research by Cage in August 
2019 showed that “poten-
tially close to one million 
people” had been stopped. It 

found that the overwhelming 
majority—some 88  percent—
were Muslim.

Muzaffar said, “I’ve been 
stopped a number of times 
because I travel from Egypt 
to London constantly through 
the year. 

“Any time I’ve stayed over 
two to three weeks, I get 
stopped at the airport. 

“The type of questions I’ve 
been asked is, ‘Where do I 
pray?’”

Muzaffar was punished 
after one stop. “This stop 
led me to be arrested and 
detained for over 22 hours,” 
he said. “Later I was charged 
with obstructing an officer in 
his duty times two. 

“This led to a trial, which 
was held at Westminster 
magistrates court. 

“I was found guilty of 
obstructing an officer and 
given a £520 fine.”

While only 100 people 
have been charged and 44 
convicted under Schedule 7, 
hundreds of thousands have 
been harassed. 

Terror laws were brought 
in to paint Muslims as an 
“enemy within” during the 
West’s “war on terror”. These 
laws must be scrapped.
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 THE OWNERS of Argos announced big profits as they slashed 3,500 jobs 

 SOME 2.6 million people in 
Britain could be officially unem-

ployed by the middle of next year. The 
horrific cuts are being spun as an “inev-
itable” consequence of the virus and 
related restrictions. 

But it’s the system we live in that 
creates unemployment.

We are told that the pandemic 
has hit profits and that bosses “can’t 
afford” to keep people on.

Yet reports of “falls” in profits can 
be misleading. Mega profits are still 
being made. And many firms have 
even increased their wealth.

Tesco’s profits soared by over a 
quarter in the first half of the year—
after it benefited from a government 
break in business rates payments. It 
decided to reward shareholders.

On the same day as Sainsbury’s 
announced a jobs massacre at sub-
sidiary Argos, it reported underlying 
profits of £301 million for the first 
half of 2020

In the six months to September, 
the B&M discount retailer reported 
a 121 percent rise in pre-tax profits 
from £106 million to £235.6 million.

There’s plenty of money in the 
system. 

But people are losing jobs because 
bosses and the Tories don’t want to 
part with it. Many job cuts could be 
avoided if bosses and shareholders 
took a hit instead. 

Of course not everyone works for a 
big, super-profitable company. Some 
smaller firms have been harder hit. 
And some, such as small cafes, may 
not be viable anymore as the virus 
has transformed how people live and 
work.

But this doesn’t mean unemploy-
ment has to go up. 

There are plenty of useful things 
that workers laid off in one area could 

do instead. The government could 
offer training schemes to help people 
switch industries. And it could invest 
in the things that people need, creat-
ing jobs. 

Firms that lay people off to protect 
profits could be nationalised—and 
unions could demand this. Such state 
intervention isn’t an outlandish idea.

During the 2007-8 economic crisis, 
governments threw billions at the 
banks to stave off their collapse. The 

British government has run the LNER 
rail franchise since 2018, after taking 
it from Virgin. 

It has subsidised countless schemes 
in the interests of the bosses—such as 
the Crossrail project in London, HS2 
and nuclear plants.

More recently it has inadvertently 
shown how jobs can be supported on 
a huge scale. 

The Tories spent an estimated 
£14 billion a month on the furlough 

scheme at its height. The scheme had 
serious flaws. But it kept millions of 
people in work, at least in the short 
term, and showed there is an alterna-
tive to slashing jobs.

Job losses and pay cuts partly 
reflect a balance of forces between 
bosses and workers—and resistance 
can stop them (see below). 

We have to resist the idea that any 
cuts are automatic, and urgently build 
resistance to the jobs massacre.

Can workers stop  job cuts 
when the system’s in crisis? 
Bosses claim they ‘can’t afford’ to keep people on because of the crisis. There’s 
money—but it will take a fight to take it off the rich, writes Sadie Robinson

Super-rich are 
still profiting

 FORBES magazine 
reported in 

September that 
“America’s super-rich 
are doing better than 
ever”. The combined 
wealth of its top 400 list 
was £2.5 trillion— 
8 percent more than the 
previous year. 
    Amazon boss Jeff 
Bezos (pictured) had a 
fortune of £138 billion 
in July—up 57 percent 
in a year. By late August 
it had gone up to £160 
billion.

Tories help  
out bosses

 THE government 
spent £849 million 

on encouraging people 
to visit pubs, restaurants 
and cafes in August. 
    The Eat Out to Help 
Out scheme was aimed 
at helping hospitality 
bosses to make more 
money, regardless of the 
safety risks. 

When the Tories want 
to help out the bosses, 
the money’s always 
there.

Soaring toll  
of joblessness

 THE NUMBER of 
employees has 

fallen by 782,000 since 
March, according to 
Office for National 
Statistics figures 
released in November 
   Redundancies reached 
a record high of 314,000 
in the three months to 
September, rising by a 
record 181,000 on the 
quarter. In the three 
months to September 
the unemployment rate 
was 4.8 percent. 
   This is 0.9 percent 
higher than a year 
earlier. 

When workers won before
WORKERS CAN organise 
resistance to defend jobs, even 

during crises. Margaret Thatcher’s 
Tory government used a recession to 
attack workers in the early 1980s. In 
February 1981, it announced the 
closure of 23 coal mines. Some 
24,000 miners struck unofficially and 
Thatcher retreated after three 
days.

The same month over 200 
women occupied their Lee 
Jeans factory in Greenock, 
Scotland, to fight its 
closure. They occupied 
for seven months and 
kept it open.

Struggles don’t 
always save jobs, 
but they can still 

humble the bosses. In 2009, car 
components workers at Visteon 
plants occupied and blockaded their 
workplaces after being sacked. They 
forced parent owner Ford to pay out 
redundancy money.

Even during the biggest slump 
of the 20th century, the Great 

Depression, ordinary people 
fought and won. Protests and 
riots in 1935 forced Britain’s 
government to retreat on the 
Unemployment Act, which 
would have slashed benefits. In 

September 1931, sailors at 
Invergordon mutinied for 

two days against a 10 
percent pay cut. 

They won 
concessions.

‘Public and private unite ’
ORDINARY PEOPLE face an 
ideological onslaught as 

those at the top try to make us 
pay for the crisis. 

A big part of this aims to 
divide working class people.

Hence the mantra that public 
sector workers are “privileged” 
for simply having jobs and 
so should accept attacks on 
pay. Or the idea that “foreign” 
workers take “our” jobs.

Accepting ruling class 
ideas limits our ability to 
fight back collectively, and 
strengthens the bosses.

Unfortunately many union 
leaders have repeatedly 

accepted damaging arguments. 
A big one is that workers should 
swallow pay cuts to “save” jobs. 

Every time that unions have 
agreed such deals, bosses have 
followed pay cuts with job cuts.

When bosses get to make 
cuts, they come back for more.

In June, it was announced 
that Nissan had “spared” 
its Sunderland plant from 
cuts by shutting factories in 
Barcelona and Indonesia. 
Just a week later, it slashed 
250 jobs in Sunderland.

Workers should unite, across 
countries and industries, 
to defend every job.

Occupying Visteon
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‘You’d think 
we wanted 
chandeliers’ 
say strikers 
after snub
by MIRIAM SCHARF

SOME 51 workers at Little Ilford 
School struck for their fifth day 
on Wednesday of last week.

It was the second day of a 
three‑day strike over unaccepta‑
ble working conditions and the 
 expansion of the east London school.

NEU union members are  fighting 
the forcible expansion of the school 
from 1,470 pupils to 1,800. They say 
this will harm the quality of educa‑
tion and hit support for  vulnerable 
children.

Some 24 percent of students at 
the school have special educational 
needs. It has the highest number 
of students receiving free school 
meals in Newham, one of the most 
deprived boroughs in Britain. 

And the vast majority of children 
are from homes where another 
 language is spoken.

The union has demanded an 
extra 13 staff—but management 
only offered the equivalent of 2.2.

Striker Tony was not surprised 
that workers had been given such a 
derisory offer. 

“They’re not looking at the 
 problems,” he told Socialist Worker. 
“Who picks up the pieces? We do. 
They don’t know what it’s like, 
 sitting in their offices.”

Claims
Beth, another rep, said the school’s 
claims about money don’t add up. 
“We were told if the school paid for 
the extra staff the union wanted, 
there would be a deficit for two 
years,” she told Socialist Worker.

“But they also said the school 
could be clear of this in three years. 
They could even take a loan out 
from the borough to cover it. But 
they were not willing to do this. 
They’re not taking us seriously.”

Tim has been a Little Ilford 
teacher for 37 years and is a 
 long‑standing union rep. He 
told Socialist Worker, “It’s pea‑
nuts, the kind of thing we’re look‑
ing for. You would think we were 

asking for stained glass windows 
and  chandeliers hanging from the 
dining room ceiling! They wanted 
us to compromise on staff  working 
space. But working space isn’t a 
luxury—it’s a basic necessity.”

Tony argued that “the money’s 
there” and that bosses “need to 
invest it to improve the school now”.

“They’ve just finished a rebuild,” 
he explained. “The staff were not 
involved and then we’re told they 
spent £32 million.”

The action is encouraging more 
workers at the school to get involved. 
Kate confirmed that the NEU group 
had recruited six or seven new 
members since September. 

She said, “They joined to get a 
voice, get some agency back, some 
dignity, not to be so marginalised. 
They know we are going to fight 
together for the good of the kids.”

NEU members plan to strike 
again on Tuesday and Wednesday 
of next week.
lMessages of support to 
protectlittleilford@gmail.com

nNEU UNION members at 
London Design and Engineering 
(LDE) college in Newham struck 
on Thursday last week.

They strike is for the 
reinstatement of Sharon, 
their union rep. She has been 
summarily dismissed, as she 
says, “With no due process, 
actually with no process at all”. 
Why? For organising to give 
union members a voice. 

Conditions at LDE, a free school 
belonging to the UTC academy, 
had become unbearable. Teachers 
said, “We are timetabled to have 
only 20 minutes break in the day. 

“But even then sometimes 
we eat our lunch with the kids 
while on duty, or even in our 
classrooms as lessons start.”

Further strikes were planned 
for Tuesday and Wednesday this 
week and next week.
lMessages of solidarity to LDE NEU 
ldeutc.neu@gmail.com and petition at 
actionnetwork.org/petitions/sharon

WORKERS AT Little Ilford School are determined Picture: Guy Smallman

EDUCATION

Battles over cuts and safety fears
UCU UNION members at 
Brighton University were set 
to strike on Wednesday of 
this week. They plan further 
walkouts on 7, 10, 15 and 16 
December. 

And union members also plan 
to begin an indefinite work to 
rule from Thursday.

Workers are fighting 
planned redundancies in the IT 
department. The UCU branch 
said the cuts are “senseless in 
current circumstances” where 
many staff are working from 
home and rely on IT support. 
“Students will suffer from these 
cuts,” it added.

Bosses at the university 
initially said that 49 workers 
were at risk of redundancy, five 
of whom were UCU members. 
Two UCU members remain at 
risk of redundancy.

The union branch has said 
one was refused redeployment 

into a new IT job, suggesting 
that management “deliberately 
wants to make UCU members 
redundant”.

Some of the workers at risk 
are in the Unison union. 

It held a consultative ballot on 
taking action. But this was not 
followed with an official ballot 
for strikes.

UCU general secretary 
Jo Grady and UCU president 
Vicky Blake were set to speak 
at an online strike rally at 
Wednesday lunchtime. 

The strike comes as university 
bosses across the sector look 
to use the coronavirus crisis to 
attack pay, jobs and conditions. 

Everyone should get behind 
the strike. As Brighton UCU said, 
“Our dispute is part of a wider 
picture of resistance building 
right across higher education.”
lSend messages of support to 
m.abel@brighton.ac.uk.

nWORKERS AT Northumbria 
University have voted for strikes 
over virus-related health and safety 
concerns. The UCU union said it 
has become the first union branch 
in Britain to win such a ballot.

UCU members have voted by 
67 percent for strikes on a 67 
percent turnout. Some 89.9 percent 
of those voting also backed action 
short of a strike. The vote follows 
huge numbers of positive cases 
of coronavirus among students 
and staff at the university.

UCU general secretary 
Jo Grady described the result as 
a “massive step forward in our 
struggle to keep campuses safe”.

The UCU branch has called 
on all teaching to be moved 
online where possible and for 
all non-essential face to face 
teaching to be cancelled. 

Bosses have already limited 
face to face teaching in 
response to the strike ballot.

POSTAL WORKERS in Royal Mail 
offices in the Swansea area held 
gate meetings last week over 
unagreed changes to working 
patterns.

Royal Mail bosses are pushing 
through changes at workplaces 
across Britain—without the 
agreement of the CWU union.

It comes as CWU leaders said 
they were nearing an agreement 
on a pay deal in negotiations with 
Royal Mail top bosses.

Yet major attacks on jobs and 

conditions could still be on the 
horizon.

Industry regulator Ofcom last 
week demanded “efficiencies” 
that Royal Mail bosses have long 
wanted to force through—including 
scrapping obligations to deliver 
letters six days a week.

Bosses demands could lead to 
the breakup of the postal service—
and cost thousands of jobs.

CWU members have responded 
to recent threats with massive 
strike votes.

UNIVERSITIES

ROYAL MAIL

A gate meeting in South Wales
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HEATHROW

Airport strike fights 
‘fire and rehire’ plan
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

WORKERS AT London 
Heathrow Airport struck 
on Tuesday against bosses’ 
plans to blackmail them into 
accepting pay cuts.

The action by Unite union 
members came on the same 
day that Heathrow Airport 
Limited (HAL) bosses began 
forcing around 4,000  workers 
onto far worse contracts.

The alternative was to 
have no job. 

Worke r s  p l anned  a 
 further 24-hour walkout on 
Monday 14 December and a 
 two-day strike from Thursday  
17 December.

Heathrow Airport wants 
workers to accept perma-
nent pay cuts of up to £8,000 
a year—around a quarter of 
their total pay. 

Betrayed
Those affected include 
f iref ighters ,  engineers, 
security, baggage operations,  
central terminal operations, 
landside and airside workers.

This is despite bosses 
boasting they had cash 
reserves to get through 15 
months even if a single plane 
did not land at the airport. 

On the eve of the walkout 
Unite raised “very serious 
concerns about the safe oper-
ation” at the airport during 
the industrial action. 

Wayne King,  Unite ’s 
regional coordinating officer, 
said, “Unite has severe 
concerns that Heathrow 
airport will not be able to 
operate safely during the 
forthcoming strikes. 

“However, every time 
we have sought further 

information we have been 
rebuffed.” 

The union has written to 
the Civil Aviation Authority, 
the Health and Safety 
Executive and the Transport 
Select Committee about its 
concerns. 

King said the union 
wants them to “ensure that 
safety levels have not been 
compromised”. 

“There are thousands 
of passengers and workers 

who will be using the airport 
during the strike,” he said.

“They require guarantees 
that the airport will operate 
in a safe manner.

“By its own admission 
HAL’s contingency plans 
mean the company will need 
Unite workers to immediately 
return to work if a major inci-
dent should occur.”

Trade unionists should 
raise solidarity for the 
Heathrow workers’ fight.

DELIVERY WORKERS

Sheffield workers in revolt
DELIVERY WORKERS in the 
IWGB union in Sheffield 
struck on Wednesday of 
last week to demand a 
living wage and an end 
to unfair sackings. 

Strikers formed a lively 
cavalcade of up to 20 cars 
that passed the food outlets 
the workers deliver for. 

On the strike day the 
Sheffield Deliveroo app 
told customers that there 
were “no couriers nearby”. 

Minimum
In August Deliveroo decided 
to scrap a minimum per fee 
per job. Deliveroo workers 
formed the South Yorkshire 
Couriers Network in 
response. 

Abdirisak Hared, a 
courier based in Sheffield, 
said that their treatment 
at the hands of UberEats 
pushed them to take action. 

“In July I was terminated 
first by Deliveroo and then 
by UberEats. I’ll probably 
never know the exact 

reasons and I wasn’t given 
any chance to appeal or 
explain,” he said. 

Another worker, 
Mohamed Abdul, said, “I 
worked through lockdown 
without a single day off. 

“It was really frightening 
at times but the country was 
clapping for us and we knew 
we were needed.

“I’ve completed over 
8,000 deliveries with a 
customer rating of 97-100 
percent. 

“In August I was 
terminated by an automated 
email—no due process, no 
hearing, no chance.” 

Neither Deliveroo nor 
UberEats has to explain 
why a worker has been 
dismissed.

The IWGB has launched 
the #clappedandscrapped 
campaign to win support for 
a parliamentary motion for 
delivery workers’ rights.
Sophie Squire
lFor details of the motion go 
to bit.ly/IWGBmotion

PICKETING AT Heathrow Picture: Guy Smallman

Pay action at Alstom sites
OVER 30 strikers and 
supporters joined a picket line 
in Longsight, Manchester, last 
Sunday to support a strike 
by RMT union members 
employed by Alstom. 

The train maintenance 
workers were celebrated as key 
workers during the pandemic, 
but have been told that they 
cannot have a pay rise. 

But the freeze on pay 
doesn’t apply to everyone. 

One worker told Socialist 
Worker of their disgust when 
they were offered a “sandwich, 

packet of crisps and a can of 
pop” while managers received 
£1,500. 

“We refused the lunch,” he 
said. 

Michelle Rogers, RMT 
national president who 
joined the Longsight picket, 
told Socialist Worker there 
were strikes in London, 
Wolverhampton, Glasgow and 
Liverpool. 

The strikers were set to walk 
out again on Thursday and 
Friday this week.
Martin Empson

We Are With You dispute  
 sees struggle win gains
REHAB WORKERS at We Are 
With You in Wigan and Leigh 
have forced bosses to cough 
up cash after a long-running 
dispute.

Unison union members 
at the drug and alcohol 
charity—formerly 
Addaction—have voted ito 
accept a pay offer. 

They held a series of 
strikes from August 2019 
to demand NHS Agenda for 
Change rates of pay. 

The workers were 
outsourced from the NHS to 
Addaction, which runs the 
service on a contract to the 
Labour borough council.

The deal will see bosses 
pay workers a lump sum, 
which will make up for what 
they’ve lost by not being part 
of the NHS pay deal. 

Workers will also receive 
a monthly top up on their 
regular pay until March 
2022. 

But workers’ pay will 
revert to what they’re on now 
after that—unless there’s a 

fight. One Unison member 
told Socialist Worker, “After 
deductions, I will get around 
£2,200 in the lump sum and 
then it’ll be around £100 a 
month.

“It’s not the Agenda for 
Change pay we wanted, but 
we’re here to fight another 
day in the future.” 

The Unison member said 
the strike had “made people 
see we had some power”. 

“At the start we weren’t 
very active, we didn’t have 
any reps,” they said.

“The strike has galvanised 
us. There are three reps, lots 
of people like me getting to 
speak at meetings. 

“Before the employer 
tended to make decisions 
without much consultation. 

“We were expected to say, 
‘Thank you very much sir or 
madam’. But we’ve now won 
union recognition.” 

Keeping up organisation 
will be key when the deal 
runs out and bosses try to 
claw back the gains.

Venton wins 
a settlement
A SHOP steward sacked 
after fighting against cuts 
in workers’ sick pay has 
won a financial settlement 
against furniture giant Ikea.

Socialist Richie Venton 
was fired this year from the 
company’s Glasgow store after 
bosses claimed he “breached 
confidentiality” by warning staff 
of new sick pay rules before 
management announced them.

Ikea has now awarded Richie 
a payout rather than face an 
employment tribunal. But he 
has not won his job back.

The Reinstate Richie Venton 
Camapign said it was “a massive 
victory for the entire Ikea 
workforce, a victory for workers’ 
solidarity—although still at the 
price of Richie having no job 
and no wages since July”.

It also rightly criticised 
Usdaw union leaders who 
“point blank refused several 
calls to issue public declarations 
of support for Richie”—even 
though he was a member of its 
executive.

Optare out 
for four days
BUS manufacturing workers 
near Leeds began a four-day 
walkout over pay on Tuesday.

Unite union members at 
the Optare plant have held a 
series of strikes over “broken 
promises” on pay.

Optare worker and Unite 
union member Kevin was due 
to speak alongside strikers from 
other disputes at an online rally 
on Tuesday night. 

The rally was organised by 
the People Before Profit group, 
It brings together Labour MPs, 
trade unionists and campaigners 
to resist the Tories’ and bosses’ 
attempts to make workers pay 
for the coronavirus crisis. 

Workers say solidarity has 
been key to keeping up their 
morale. 

Trade unionists and 
campaigners should raise money 
for the Optare strike fund. 
lDonate to the strike fund. 
Account: Unite NE/200/1 
Optare Branch. Account 
number: 20327132. Sort code: 
60 83 01. Unity Trust bank

SHOP WORKERS BUS BUILDERS

TRAIN GUARDS in Glasgow 
struck last Sunday and were 
set to strike this Sunday. 
They are fighting  against 
improper use of disciplinary 
procedures. 

The RMT union members 
work for Scotrail and plan six 
consecutive Sunday strikes. 

They are also refusing to 
work on rest days, undertake 

higher grade duties or 
overtime shifts. 

In addition, workers on 
the whole of Scotrail are 
campaigning to get a Yes 
vote in a strike ballot over 
pay. 

Nearly 2,500 workers are 
being balloted after bosses 
claim they are unable to 
afford to give a pay rise.

>>continued from page 20
prevent the closure of 
the Swindon plant, still  
scheduled for 2021.

Huge job losses at 
the Rolls-Royce plant in 
Inchinnan were accepted 
despite a publicity campaign 
and verbal support from 
the Scottish TUC union 
federation. 

Scottish first minister 
Nicola Sturgeon promised, 
“The Scottish government 

will continue to do everything 
we possibly can to get a 
more positive outcome 
to this. These jobs are 
important.” 

Bosses’ victory in 
Inchinnan encouraged 
them to go after workers in 
Barnoldswick. 

And if Rolls-Royce gets 
away with pushing through 
its attacks, it will then move 
on to workers in other parts 
of the company.

SCOTRAIL

ROLLS-ROYCE

RAIL WORKERS

REHAB WOKRERS

The battle in Barnoldswick
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  ARCADIA CRASH 
THREATENS JOBS  
by  ISABEL RINGROSE 

MAJOR RETAILER Arcadia, 
which owns Topshop, 
Burton, Miss Selfridge and 
Dorothy Perkins, collapsed 
this week.

The company, owned by 
tax avoider Sir Philip Green, 
entered administration on 
Monday.

Some 13,000 jobs were 
hanging in the balance.

Green was seen relaxing in 
the tax haven Monaco on his 
£100 million super yacht this 
weekend. 

This is the man who 
spent £6 million on his 60th 
 birthday party.

Meanwhile, thousands of 
workers are fearful for their 
future as the jobs cull and 
economic crisis continues.

One worker said, “I’m 
really worried about what 
is going to happen to us, 
especially as it is so close to 
Christmas.

“It’s already been a very 
tough time. I’m in a role where 
I can work from home, but I’m 
not relying on anything being 
there for me. I’ve started 
applying for other jobs.”

The fate of Arcadia sur-
faced last Friday.

During the pandemic 
Green furloughed 14,500 
workers. 

Arcadia publicly requested 
taxpayer help to cover the 
costs. But Arcadia Group 
was already in trouble and 

shutting shops before the 
pandemic. 

It narrowly avoided admin-
istration last year, when 
Green managed to get credi-
tors to back a rescue plan. 

But this was at the cost 

of 1,000 jobs. Thousands of 
workers may now also suffer 
pension cuts if the company’s 
scheme falls into the Pension 
Protection Scheme. 

Stephen Timms, the chair 
of parliament’s Work and 

Pensions Select Committee, 
is calling on Green and his 
family to fund the estimated 
£350 million pension funding 
shortfall. 

He said, “Whatever hap-
pens to the group, the Green 

family must make good the 
deficit in the Arcadia  pension 
fund.”

Green has form for bro-
kering deals that punish 
workers. 

In 2000 he bought depart-
ment store BHS for £200 
million, but sold it for £1 in 
2015. 

By April 2016 BHS had 
debts of £1.3 billion, includ-
ing a pensions deficit of £571 
million. 

Despite the deficit, Green 
and his family collected  
£586 million in dividends, 
rental payments and interest 
on loans. 

It took months for Green 
to agree to a voluntary settle-
ment of £363 million into the 
Pension Protection Scheme.

The cost of this corpo-
rate failure will be paid by 
 workers—unemployment 
rates are already standing at 
4.5 percent. 

The collapse is a foretaste 
of many other job cuts to 
come as the Tories let unem-
ployment soar.

 WORKERS WILL pay the price despite bosses’ huge wealth

Strikers facing Christmas lockout from bullying Rolls-Royce management
STRIKERS AT Rolls-
Royce need urgent 
solidarity from across 
the labour movement 
after bosses announced 
a Christmas lockout. 

Rolls-Royce bosses shut 
down their aeroplane 
engineering plant in 
Lancashire last Friday 
and said they would 
begin to offshore work. 

Unite union 
members at Rolls-Royce 
Barnoldswick are in the 
middle of a series of 
strikes, due to continue 
until 23 December, 
to save 350 jobs.

“It’s disgusting,” one 
striking Unite member 
told Socialist Worker. “It’s 
pretty much a real shock. 

“There’s other ways 
around it, but the company 
doesn’t seem to want to.”

Another Unite member 
said the lockout was 

“part of an ongoing plan” 
to move production 
abroad, not because of 
the coronavirus crisis. 
“We’re not going down 

without a fight,” he said. 
Rolls-Royce bosses’ 

bullying tactics must be 
met by an escalation from 
the whole movement. This 

could mean spreading 
strikes to other Rolls-Royce 
plants to mount pressure 
onto the company.

The union can 
pick a workplace 
issue to manufacture 
a dispute over. 

Many Rolls-Royce 
workers believe that 
the company’s claim 
that offshoring will go 
ahead is exaggerated. 

They say the company 
needs the assistance 
of some Barnoldswick 
workers to support 
the transfer. 

Trade unionists and 
campaigners should 
support workers to 
resist any attempt to 
shift equipment. 

Unite is supporting 
a parliamentary 
campaign against the 
lockout alongside the 
industrial action.

This could boost 
solidarity for the 
strike, but relying on 
parliamentary campaign 
will not save jobs. 

Unite ran a similar 
campaign over the 
closure of a Honda 
plant in Swindon. 

MPs raising an early 
day motion “attracted 
cross party support”. 

A march, organised late 
in the day in Swindon, 
was well-supported. 

But this sort of 
campaign did not
>>continued on page 19 

Workers are battling to save 350 jobs
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