
 JOHNSON’S
 XMAS
 GIFTS
 GIVE THE TORIES THE SACK IN 2021

AFTER THE year of Covid-19 
Boris Johnson warned “’tis 
the season to be jolly careful”. 
But it’s the Tories who should 
watch out.  

They are happily handing out 
cuts and coronavirus cases, so it’s 
time for working class people to 
kick them out for good.

Christmas will be difficult for 
those who have suffered because 
of the deadly mishandling of 
the pandemic. While the likes of 
Johnson will enjoy lavish presents 
and food, millions will be without 
during the festivities. 

But in 2020 resistance in some 

parts of the world was stronger 
than ever. 

Winning change is possible. 
Austerity and job losses are not 

inevitable. And workers should 
not pay for the crisis. If there’s 
money for the military, then 
there’s money for pay rises, 
housing, climate action and a 
liveable benefits system.

Johnson’s present to us 
is misery. But the best gift 
we can give ourselves this 
Christmas is system change. 

2020: a year of 
contrasts >>Page 5
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 MILLIONS FACE MISERY THIS WINTER BREXIT

Ordinary people 
pay for politicians’ 
wrangling
THE CHAOTIC Tory handling 
of Brexit limps on towards 
further potential disasters.

A deadline of 13 December 
to reach a trade deal was 
abandoned as talks failed. 

Rival capitalist states are 
fighting to boost the firms in 
their borders. And the Tories 
are using nationalism to divert 
attention from their problems. 
>>Page 6

HOUSING

Homelessness 
hits a record 
high in London
HOMELESSNESS in 
London now stands at a 
15-year record high.

Some 62,670 households 
are living in temporary 
accommodation.

Three homeless people 
were recently found dead. 

The Tories are refusing 
to fund the services that 
people desperately need.
>>Page 20

INDIA

Farmers’ protests 
pile pressure onto 
Modi’s regime
FARMERS’ PROTESTS in 
India continue to put the hard 
right government of Narendra 
Modi under extreme pressure. 

They are resisting free 
market reforms.

Protesters have received 
solidarity donations from 
across the world. 
>>Page 8



Socialist Worker  16 December 2020 TROUBLEMAKERthe2

 Court says war crimes were  
 ‘murder’ but offers no justice  
ONCE AGAIN the British 
murderers have got away 
with it. The International 
Criminal Court (ICC) last 
week said it would not 
open a full investigation 
into war crimes committed 
by British troops during the 
2003 invasion and occupa-
tion of Iraq. 

This was despite finding 
there was a “reasonable 
basis” to believe that war 
crimes were committed.

ICC chief prosecutor Fatou 
Bensouda concluded that 
responsiblity for investigating 
and prosecuting the alleged 
offences rested with Britain. 

British investigations into 
thousands of claims over the 
last ten years have failed to 
produce a single successful 
prosecution.

The report nonetheless sets 
out the allegations of many 
instances of abuse it says 

were committed by British 
forces and may constitute 
war crimes.

The ICC notes that British 
forces in Iraq are believed 
to have committed “wilful 
killing/murder against seven 
persons in their custody”.

It said, “While under the 
control of UK armed forces 
Naheem Abdullah died from a 

blow or blows to the left side 
of his head inflicted by one 
or more British soldiers on  
11 May 2003 at a roadblock 
control north of Basra. 

“Ahmed Jabber Kareem 
Ali and Sayeed Shabram 
drowned in the Shatt-Al-Arab 
river after being detained 
by British troops on 8 and  
24 May 2003, respectively.”

There are horrific charges 
of rape and sexual violence 
against victims while they 
were detained at Camp 
Breadbasket in May 2003.

One Iraqi detainee “was 
allegedly forced to the floor 
under the threat of a knife, 
brutally undressed, and raped 
by the two soldiers in turn. 
After the rape, the victim 
alleges that the soldiers 
started to punch him and cut 
his arms with the knife.”

Other examples of possible 
war crimes include interroga-
tors and guards using torture 
methods to extract informa-
tion and punish detainees. 

The ICC said torture 
techniques used by British 
forces include the so-called 
“five techniques”. 

The British government 
supposedly banned these in 
1972 after they had been 
used in Northern Ireland.

l ISRAEL’S NEW Ambassador to Britain, 
Tzipi Hotovely, used her first speech during 

an event organised by the Board of Deputies 
of British Jews to describe the Nakba as “a 
very strong and very popular Arab lie”. She 
added that the displacement of Palestinians 
since 1948, when Israel was created in their 
land, is “a made up story”. The creation of 
Israel saw nearly one million Palestinians 
systematically expelled from their land.

 Huge growth in stealing  
 to eat from shops in US
A GROWING number of 
increasingly desperate 
people in the US are 
turning to shoplifting to 
survive. In Philadelphia 
thefts were estimated 
to be up 60 percent 
compared to last year.

Items stolen during the 
pandemic have largely 
been staples such as bread, 
pasta and baby formula. 

Jeff Zisner, chief 
executive of security firm 
Aegis, said, “It’s people 
stealing consumables and 
items associated with 
children and babies.”

Nearly 26 million 
adults—one in eight of the 
adult population—reported 
not having enough food, 
according to the Census 
Bureau. One shoplifter 

said, “I don’t feel much 
guilt about it. It’s been 
very frustrating to be part 
of a class of people who is 
losing so much right now. 

“And then to have 
another class who 
is profiting from the 
pandemic—well, let’s just 
say I don’t feel too bad 
about taking stuff from 
Whole Foods when Jeff 
Bezos, the owner, is the 
richest man on Earth.”

Revolving door win for 
government contracts   
A VICE-PRESIDENT at a 
company with a  
£113 million government 
coronavirus testing 
contract started her role 
only weeks after finishing 
a  job at England’s test 
and trace programme.

Emma Stanton was 
director for supplies 
and innovation for test 
and trace on a fixed-
term contract between 
July and November. 

Later in November 
she became vice-
president clinical at 
Oxford Nanopore.

It’s one of the  
first companies to be 
awarded a contract to 
supply test and trace with 
rapid coronavirus tests. 

Elizabeth David-
Barrett, an adviser to 
the government’s anti-
corruption strategy, 
described this as “a 
revolving door issue”. 

“There’s a potential 
conflict of interest 
around what they were 
doing in office and the 
information they might 
be giving out in their 
new role,” she said.

Study shows fast 
Covid tests are 
rapid but rubbish
THE RAPID test kits most 
widely used in hospitals, 
universities and care homes 
across Britain detect only 
half of those infected with 
coronavirus, research has 
found. 

The Scientific Advisory 
Group for Emergencies 
(Sage) released research 
last Friday by the University 
of Liverpool. It found that 
the “lateral flow test” 
picked up just 49 percent of 
active infections. 

The test was the main 
technology used in a pilot 
programme in Liverpool 
involving 200,000 people 
last month. 

This has since been 
rolled out to care homes, 
hospitals and universities. 

The Liverpool university 
study also revealed that 
the city’s Health Protection 
Board postponed a trial 
of using the test to allow 
people to visit elderly 
relatives in care homes last 
month “due to the accuracy 
statistics”. 

Postponed
At the time the council said 
it had postponed the trial to 
allow more time for  
talks. 

Rapid lateral flow tests 
can provide a result in  
30 minutes without a need 
for laboratory processing. 

The government has 
spent more than £700 
million on the kits, 
produced by Innova. 

The researchers at 
Liverpool university found 
that the Innova test gave 
a positive result almost 
86 percent of the time in 
people with a high viral 
load, but failed to pick up 
those carrying low levels 
who typically do not display 
symptoms. 

The findings contrast 
with an evaluation of the 
Innova test earlier this year 
by Public Health England 
and Oxford university. 

These found it had an 
overall sensitivity of 76.8 
percent.

However that study 
admitted that the test was 
only 58 percent accurate 
when administered by 
self-trained members of the 
public—which is how it is 
often used.

Tzipi Hotovely
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lLLOYDS BANKING Group 
has revealed that its black 

staff are paid nearly 20 percent  
less than their  col leagues.  
   T h e  a ve ra g e  p a y  g a p  
between black workers and their 
colleagues was 19.7 percent, while 
the bonus gap stood at 37.6 percent.  
    It isn’t known whether this is 
worse than other banks because 
they don’t release figures.

Why steal?

A BRITISH soldier abusing a prisoner in Basra

Matt Hancock—still in charge

‘We can see them. 
And what we can 
see, we can hit, and 
what we can hit, we 
can kill, and the  
kill will be 
catastrophic’
What General Lloyd Austin, 
Joe Biden’s nominee for 
secretary of defense, said on 
the eve of the Iraq war

‘It’s so integral that 
when you point 
out it’s existence, 
people assume 
you are against 
gardening, not 
racism’
Botanist James Wong, who 
pointed out racism in British 
gardening to tabloid outrage 

‘Enjoy a lamb  
roast’
‘Drink British’
‘Enjoy more 
Japanese’
Three of the ten things the 
The Sun says you should do to 
make Brexit work

‘Many non-
racist football 
fans will find it 
inappropriate, 
pompous and 
divisive’
Columnist Tony Parsons 
speaks up for the football fans 
who oppose taking the knee

‘Enforce our  
waters’
Tory Dominic Raab prepares 
himself for publicity to send 
warships to protect British 
Fish from foreigners

Emma Stanton



INJUSTICE
Windrush 
payouts are 
an ‘insult’
TORY HOME secretary Priti 
Patel has been forced to 
fast track money to victims 
of the Windrush scandal. 

The minimum payment 
will increase from £250 to 
£10,000 and the maximum 
from £10,000 to £100,000. 

The announcement came 
after growing anger from 
Windrush victims and their 
families over the Tories’ 
continuing mistreatment. 

At least nine people have 
died in between making an 
application for compensation 
and receiving any money.

It has impacted on 
hundreds of thousands of 
people who came from 
Britain’s former Caribbean 
and Asian colonies after the 
Second World War. 

Many of the migrants—
and their descendants—faced 
deportation or the loss of 

livelihood after decades of 
living in Britain. Most were 
given indefinite leave to 
remain in 1971. 

But the Immigration 
Act 2014, a crucial part of 
the government’s “hostile 
environment”, meant 
many suddenly found 
they didn’t have the right 
documentation. 

Patel said she hoped last 
week’s move would “go some 
way to rebuild trust”. 

Yet Patel is pushing 
through changes that will 
make Britain’s immigration 
system even more racist and 
brutal. 

A new points-based 
immigration system will 
make it harder for people 
to come to Britain. Those 
deemed to be “unskilled 
workers” will be forced to 
accept only temporary visas 
and will have restricted rights 
once in Britain. 

And Patel is still pushing 
for more charter flights 
to Jamaica and attacking 
“activist lawyers” who help 
block deportations. 

This is part of a Tory 
attempt to create to false 
divide between “good 
migrants” and “bad 
migrants”. 

Accepting it reinforces 
racism against all migrants 
and ethnic minorities.

Surge of anger after cops 
attack a black teenager
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

THE COPS are facing a backlash 
after a violent assault on a black 
teenager in north London last week. 

Video footage appears to show an 
officer punching a black teenager in 
the head as the young man’s body is 
pressed up against a car.

The alleged attack took place 
 outside Park View school in 
Tottenham last Tuesday.

Around 100 people joined an 
angry march to Tottenham police 
station last Friday, chanting, “No 
 justice, no peace, no racist police,” 
and, “UK’s not innocent.” 

Shanea from 4Front Project youth 
organisation told the angry crowd, 
“This is not a one off experience. Our 
young black brothers are brutalised 
by the police very single day.”

She spoke about the  “nonsense, 
the brutality, and the traumatic 
 experiences that don’t get caught on 
camera”. 

The protest was called by local 
anti-racist activists, including the 
Black Lives Matter Movement. 
Gary McFarlane from the group 
slammed the cops for being beyond 
 “democratic control”.

The Metropolitan Police said that 
four teenagers, all aged 16, were 
arrested and that police sustained 
injuries.

Welfare
A statement from the Met said, “A 
criminal investigation is under way 
to ascertain how the officers received 
their injuries and welfare support is 
being provided to them.” 

Ken Hinds, chair of the Haringey 
Independent Stop and Search 
Monitoring Group, slammed the 
response from the cops. “The 
police statement is insulting and 
 disrespectful,” he said.

“The borough commander stated 
that the video footage showed 

a snap shot in time without the 
wider context. The wider context is 
that the police harassed four black 
 schoolchildren as they went to 
 collect their GCSE certificates from 
Park View School. 

“They had not seen each other for 
quite some time so they were just 
catching up and hanging out.

“The police attempted to stop and 
search one of the children  without 
any reasonable suspicion. The 
video footage then showed a police 
officer punching one of the children 
repeatedly.”

Hinds added, “The police  statement 
alleged that the  schoolchildren 
caused injuries to the officers and an 
investigation was underway to find 
out how this happened. 

“This is complete nonsense. How 
is it ever possible for four unarmed 
schoolchildren to cause injuries to 
armed police officers?”

The police’s pet watchdog, 
the IOPC, has now opened an 
 investigation into the incident. 

A statement from Haringey Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR), which sup-
ported the protest, has issued list of 
demands on the police.

They include dropping “all 
charges,” an “unreserved apology 
to the child who was punched on 
the head” and suspension of “all 
officers involved in the incident 
immediately”. 

The assault is another sign of how 
Britain’s institutionally racist police 
force targets black people. 

No documents can mean no job

SCHOOL STUDENTS led a protest
through the streets of north London
in the wake of the attack. They were 
joined by others from the community
(below) Picures: Guy smallman

Socialist Worker Appeal to raise £125,000

To donate go to socialistworker.co.uk/appeal 
 Call 020 7840 5607 or send a cheque, payable to ‘SW Appeal’ to PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ

‘Socialist Worker’s support for Palestinian liberation has never been more 
important. This is especially so as supporters of Palestine in the Labour 
Party, good socialists, have been muzzled by Labour’s top brass. They have 
been told to shut up, for example, about their support for the BDS campaign. 
It matters enormously that there is a powerful voice for Palestine outside 
Labour. It matters equally that SW unambiguously exposes every example 
of real antisemitism, a serious menace in the era of Trump.’
John Rose —  activist and author of The Myths of Zionism 

I SUPPORT THE APPEAL BECAUSE...Socialist Worker gives a voice to the 
people fighting for a better world. 
Throughout the pandemic it has dispelled 
the racist scapegoating and anti-working 
class rhetoric of the mainstream press. 

We publish stories of the strikes and 
protests that can beat back the bosses 
and bigots. We are asking everyone who 
enjoys Socialist Worker to donate as much 
as they can and help fund the resistance.

£125,000

£100,000

£75,000

£50,000 

£25,000

Total so far 
£118,509
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Tories keep 
repeating 
fatal virus 
blunders
The Tories put profits before people 
at every stage of the pandemic—and 
ordinary people have paid the price, 
says Sarah Bates
THE TORIES ended 2020 with 
the same disastrous coronavirus 
policies that have run throughout 
the pandemic.

Nine months after the first 
 lockdown began, their schemes 
of profits-first, privatisation and 
cost-cutting have put ordinary 
 people’s lives in jeopardy and meant 
extra deaths.

The deadly spread of Covid-19 is 
nowhere near under control. 

There had been 1,849,403 
cases recorded across Britain up to 
9 December. But because reliable 
mass testing still isn’t available, the 
real figure is higher.

According to the latest figures, 
rates were climbing sharply, par-
ticularly in South Wales and Kent, .

Neath Port Talbot is the local 
authority with the highest infection 
rate in Wales with a week-long rate  
of 693.6 per 100,000 people. 

Maidstone in Kent was  recording 
an infection rate of 482 per 100,000. 
Dover was recording a rate of 519 
per 100,000. 

Restrictions
Cases are still on the rise partly 
because the Tories are pushing back 
on attempts to close schools early 
and implement wider restrictions.

But the obvious failures meant 
the Tories had to then introduce 
harsher measures. More than 60 
percent of England’s population—
around 34 million people—were 
in the strictest tier three rules this 
week. 

On 16 December London and 
parts of Essex and Hertfordshire 
entered tier three. 

The current system—billed as 
helping prevent the NHS becoming 
overwhelmed—isn’t working.

At the start of September, the 
NHS was treating 500  hospitalised 
Cov id-19  pat ients .  But  by 
10 December, some 13,000 patients 
were hospitalised with coronavirus. 

England’s test and trace system, 
once promised by Johnson and the 
Tories to be “world beating,” is 

 failing to reach many potential vic-
tims of Covid-19. A report by the 
National Audit Office released last 
week said that until June, contact 
tracers were working only 1 percent 
of the time. 

That’s because the test and trace 
service has been contracted out 
to privatising firms like G4S and 
Serco, which care only about the 
enormous potential profits. 

M e a n w h i l e  h u n d r e d s  o f 
 thousands of residents in care 
homes are left waiting until the 
 government distributes enough 
tests to make visits safe. 

Age UK found that some 
70  percent of residents in care 
homes had not had a visit from 
family members since March. 

Judy Downey, from the Relatives 
& Residents Association, said 
 workers at care homes couldn’t 
get hold of “lateral flow” tests that 
would allow them to regularly 
assess whether they had Covid-19. 

“Government guidance seems to 
give people hope and then take it 
away,” she said. 

The scale of the virus across 
Britain this year was not inevitable. 

Tens of thousands of people have 
died because the Tory government 
decided their lives were worth less 
than restarting profit-making.

BACK STORY
The government’s test and trace 
system has been a disaster—
as has its drive to put parts 
of Britain into tiered regional 
lockdowns
lMinisters handed private 
companies the job of tracing 
those who’d had contact with 
someone with virus. But they 
failed even basic tasks
lThe tier system was designed 
to protect business not people. 
It allowed some cities to remain 
open even as the virus spread. 
There was no real help for those 
who were sick or isolating 

Thousands wait more than 
a year for NHS treatment  
TENS OF thousands 
of patients have been 
forced to wait for more 
than a year to start 
hospital treatment in 
England, according to 
new figures.

Almost 163,000 
patients—on a waiting 
list of 4.4 million—had 
to wait for more than 
12 months in October.

The NHS England 
figures show the 
number of people on 
a waiting list for over 
a year is 100 times 
higher than before the 
pandemic. In February 
around 1,600 people 
were waiting.

The number of 
people waiting for 
more than a year is at 
its highest since 2008.

The crisis is the 
result of the Tories’ 
disastrous handling 
of the pandemic—and 
underlying weakness 
of the NHS after a 
decade of cuts and 
privatisation.

Now patients with 
long-term conditions 
are paying for it.

The data suggests 

the number of 
patients admitted for 
planned treatment 
has been increasing to 
pre-pandemic levels.

But the second 
wave of coronavirus 
could put that in 
jeopardy.

The new waiting 
list figures are at a 17 
percent increase on 
the almost 140,000 
people in the same 
position in September.

Sarah Scobie of the 
Nuffield Trust charity 
said, “These figures 

show the enormous 
impact that the 
pandemic is having 
on non-Covid-19 
care. Between the 
two waves of the 
pandemic, the NHS 
was not able to catch 
up with the demand 
for scheduled care.

The waiting times’ 
crisis once again 
shows the need 
to bring the NHS 
back into full public 
ownership, and for 
an effective strategy 
against Covid-19.

NHS waiting lists could take years to recover

Welsh hospitals in crisis
A WELSH hospital 
was “stuffed full”, with 
more patients in beds 
with coronavirus than 
without, a consultant 
warned in the run-up 
to Christmas.

Outpatient 
appointments and 
non-urgent planned 
surgery has been 
halted in the south 
east Wales area.

It covers the 
south-east of Wales, 
including Newport, 
Caerphilly, Torfaen, 
Blaenau Gwent and 
Monmouthshire.

Dr Ami Jones, 
an intensive care 
consultant at the 

new Grange hospital, 
Cwmbran, said people 
were queuing in 
ambulances as there 
was “no space”.

She added, “As the 
numbers of patients 
with Covid in the 
hospital get more and 
more, that becomes 
more difficult. It’s not 
just pure beds, it’s 
trying to keep those 
patients safe.

“We have reached a 
tipping point, we have 
more patients that 
have Covid than don’t 
have Covid now.

“My ICU is 
probably two-thirds, 
three-quarters Covid 

patients who are not 
getting the care.”

Wales’ Health 
Minister Vaughan 
Gething said it was 
“incredibly serious”.

Gething said 
another, un-named, 
major health board in 
Wales would also be 
withdrawing a range 
of non-urgent services 
shortly due to 
increasing pressures.

Wales’ “firebreak” 
cut Covid-19 
transmission. But 
lifting it afterwards, 
with schools and 
shops reopened and 
ineffective testing has 
seen a surge.

Medical gowns go unused
THE GOVERNMENT 
has spent £122 million 
on millions of medical 
gowns that have never 
been used.  

The gowns were 
bought at the end of 
the first lockdown 
from PPE company 
Medpro, a firm that 
had been set up a 
month earlier. 

At the time, 
hospitals across 
the country were 

reporting shortages 
of personal protective 
equipment—clothing 
and accessories to 
protect medics from 
the virus.

But months later 
they still haven’t been 
worn.  

The government 
said contracts for the 
gowns must meet 
the British Standard 
for the sterilisation 
of medical devices 

or a “technical 
equivalent”. 

PPE Medpro took 
the second option. 

The government 
would have to seek 
approval from 
the MHRA health 
regulator for the 
gowns to be used in 
the NHS.  

It has so far 
declined to comment 
on the approval 
process.  

BRITAIN HAS suffered far more Covid-19 deaths than comparable countries

Forcing schools to stay open led to 
rising Covid-19 rates in children
CHILDREN ACROSS Britain 
ended the term in chaos thanks 
to the Tories.  

All secondary schools and 
colleges in Wales moved to online 
learning from Monday. Yet the 
Tories insisted that children in 
England continue to go to school.  

Cases of coronavirus have 
soared among school students. 
Even health secretary Matt 
Hancock admitted last week 
that “by far” the fastest rise 
in infection rates was among 
11‑18 year olds.  

 The Tories have spent months 
insisting that sending children 
back to school is safe. They have 
claimed children are less likely 
to contract Covid‑19 and are less 
likely to transmit the virus.  

Now the evidence that 
children do catch and spread the 
disease has grown and they can’t 
get away with these lies. 

Yet they still insist that 
children have to gather in large 
groups in schools.  

And they have threatened 
those who are trying to keep 
children safe.  

Several head teachers wanted 
to end face to face teaching early 
to cut the risk of workers and 
children having to self‑isolate on 
Christmas day.  

Schools minister Nick Gibb 
wrote to one Hertfordshire 
headteacher last week warning 
that the government could force 
the school to stay open. 

Gibb cited emergency powers 
under the Coronavirus Act.  

The school, Presdales in Ware, 
planned to move most teaching 
online until the end of term. Head 
teacher Matthew Warren said 
there had been nearly 50 positive 
virus cases since September.  

On Tuesday of last week some 
170 workers and children were 
self‑isolating, including half the 
English department.  

Despite the Tories’ refusal to 
keep children safe, many schools 
did close early. It shows that 
schools and councils can defy 
the government.

Islington and Waltham Forest 
councils in London advised 
schools to close early for 
most children, as did several 
individual schools.

In Greenwich, south London, 
the council instructed all schools 
to close from Tuesday of this 
week. 

The government launched 
legal action against the council 
using its emergency powers.

Posh Eton College also shut 
early due to a virus outbreak. 
But the Tories did not threaten it 
with legal action.

No danger to pupils, claimed the Tories

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

2020—IT’S BEEN A YEAR 
OF HORROR AND HOPE

 T
HIS YEAR has seen the 
horrors that flow from 
the capitalism system, 
but it’s also seen mass 
resistance. Coronavirus 

dominated the year, exposing and 
accelerating all the failings that 
already existed.  
    Governments failed to save 
lives but ensured that profits were 
protected. They calculated that the 
avoidable death was a price worth 
paying.

Boris Johnson wouldn’t enforce 
a lockdown until two months after 
the first reported cases in Britain.

Donald Trump dismissed the 
pandemic as the flu and advised 
Americans to treat themselves 
with bleach.

Back in January, pre-pandemic, 
the system already delivered 
poverty, racism, war and climate 
chaos. Now we can add the 
recurrent pandemics to the charge 
sheet of the bosses’ system.

Coronavirus brought misery 
for most, but it was highly 
profitable for a few.

Amazon owner Jeff Bezos 
became the first person to have 
grabbed wealth of $200 billion, 
just as hundreds of millions of 
people globally faced malnutrition 
and starvation.

In Britain, already gutted by ten 

years of Tory policies, the NHS is 
on its knees. Food bank use and 
homelessness have skyrocketed.

On Tuesday there was more 
grim news about jobs. There are 
819,000 fewer employees on 
payrolls since February, and a 
record rise in redundancies in 
the three months to October—
despite the furlough scheme.

But 2020 has not just been a 
year of suffering. It has also seen 
resistance and a glimpse of the 
forces that can change the world.

 The police murder of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis in May was 
followed by an eruption of Black 
Lives Matter protests. It became 
the largest mass movement 
in US history. Fury at years of 
systematic racism exploded into a 

global revolt—including in Britain.
Calls for defunding the police 

and system change showed there 
is potential to do more than call 
for limited reform.

After Alexander Lukashenko 
stole the Belarusian presidential 
election in August hundreds of 
thousands took to the streets. 

Strikes followed and showed 
the power of workers, although 
the dictator has so far survived.

In Poland women took to the 
streets against attacks on abortion 
rights. Protesters in Guatemala 
burnt the national Congress, and 
in Thailand thousands rejected the 
country’s monarchy and military 
dictatorship.

Farmers in India joined a 
250 million-strong general 
strike. Resistance in Nigeria saw 
ordinary people rejecting state 
violence and repression.

Capitalism creates crisis, but 
also pushes people into struggle.

The solutions we need won’t 
come from the Labour Party or 
its equivalents. The experience 
of Jeremy Corbyn and what has 
happened since should tell us that.

And far too often trade union 
leaders have held back the 
struggles we need.

It’s time for real resistance, and 
to fight for socialism in 2021.

STARMER’S NO ANTI-RACIST
 DON’T LET anyone tell you 

Keir Starmer is an anti-racist. 
When a caller to his radio 

phone-in show confronted him 
with a racist conspiracy theory, he 
appeared to understand.

“The racial inequality is now 
against the indigenous people 
of Britain because we are set to 
become a minority by 2066,” said 
the caller. 

That’s why she thought it was 
okay to boo footballers for taking 
the knee in solidarity with Black 

Lives Matter (BLM).
The best Starmer could respond 

with was to talk vaguely about an 
“equal society”.

He didn’t manage to confront 
the racism with the same 
determination he’s found to drive 
left activists out of Labour. 

The Labour right have 
convinced themselves that working 
class people abandoned support 
for the party because they see 
immigration as a problem, and  
anti-racism as a threat.

Starmer wants to send a signal 
to those at the top that Labour 
doesn’t back the radical demands 
of BLM. That’s why his support 
for BLM is more muted than his 
condemnation of protesters.

One other thing.  The caller 
saw Israel—where the state 
openly works to discriminate 
against Arabs and keep them the 
minority—as a model. 

That’s because Israel is a racist 
state. Starmer had nothing to say 
about that either.

Capitalism 
creates crisis, 
but also pushes 
people into 
struggle

‘‘ 

Holiday greetings to our readers
lThe next issue of Socialist Worker is due out on  
     Wednesday 6 January 2021 
lUntil then check socialistworker.co.uk  
     for reports and updates 
lSend news and reports to  
    reports@socialistworker.co.uk  
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The political choices 
behind hard Brexit
WE WERE still stuck at the Brexit cliff-edge as Socialist 
Worker went to press. Whether or not there is a trade 
deal between Britain and the European Union (EU), 
we will experience a hard Brexit, with a fair degree of 
economic disruption. 

Such an outcome was not inevitable. So why is it 
happening? There are three main reasons.

First, this is how the EU chose to play Brexit. The Tory 
ex-MEP Daniel Hannan wrote an interesting piece in the 
Telegraph newspaper. It outlined how the EU reacted to the 
weakness and incompetence of Theresa May’s government by 
progressively tightening its demands. 

Even some of the EU’s emergency measures to alleviate the 
effects of a no-deal Brexit are conditional on Britain accepting 
a “level playing field”. That means caving into the EU’s central 
demand that, even after leaving the Single European Market, it 
remains tied to the rules of the single market.

EU chief negotiator Michel Barnier and his numerous 
apologists this side of the Channel try to justify this, on the face 
of it, absurd requirement. They argue that Britain is too big 
and too close to be allowed to go its own way. 

There’s an element of truth in this—France and its allies fear 
being undercut by a deregulated “Singapore-on-Thames”.

But the EU is bullying Switzerland to revise the agreements 
they made in the 1990s that created the kind of economic 
relationship that Britain has asked for. That suggests that more 
is involved. 

The EU now functions economically as a would-be imperial 
power. It imposes its policies not just on its member states—
witness austerity in Greece—but on its neighbours.

Secondly, this what Boris Johnson and the Tory right want. 
Regaining Britain’s economic sovereignty has been their 
prime objective, and to achieve it they are willing to risk the 
disruption of a no-deal Brexit.

Sovereignism seems to be the closest thing to a principle 
that Johnson has. In any case, he lost a lot of political capital by 
his incompetent handling of the pandemic. 

The latest three-tier system provoked a massive rebellion 
by Tory backbenchers. Many of them would denounce him for 
treason if they thought he was conceding too much to Brussels. 
This gives Johnson a strong incentive to push the negotiations 
to the wire.

Third, this is the price of Jeremy Corbyn not becoming 
prime minister. Labour nearly won the June 2017 general 
election on a programme that combined accepting Brexit 
and implementing a range of social-democratic reforms. This 
would have been a very different break with the EU.

Destroy
The problem is that, after Corbyn’s near-miss in 2017, 
the Labour right wing worked systematically to destroy 
his leadership. On the one hand, they initiated and gave 
credibility to the lie that Corbyn is an antisemite. They fed 
a media hue-and-cry that was very damaging to Labour’s 
general election campaign a year ago. 

On the other hand, the Labour right, through their 
instrument Keir Starmer, forced Corbyn to promise a second 
referendum on Brexit. This made it very easy for the Tories to 
target Labour-held constituencies that had voted to leave the 
EU in the June 2016 referendum.

The Remain wing of the Labour Party, with an exaggerated 
sense of their power amid the parliamentary disarray of 2018-
19, played into Johnson’s hands.

So there is nothing inevitable about the hard Brexit we are 
heading for. It is the outcome of the political choices made 
by a range of actors in European capitals and Westminster. 
Understanding this is important if we want to learn from what 
is happening.

It’s also important if we are to avoid the blame game to 
which too many people on the left seem to be attracted. One 
fundamental element in the situation was the weakness of the 
British radical left. 

It was too weak to make a powerful anticapitalist case either 
for or against the EU during the referendum campaign. It was 
also too weak to impose its own solution as an alternative 
during the Brexit crisis of 2017-19. 

But this doesn’t mean the radical left lacks support, as the 
hundreds of thousands who rallied to Corbyn showed. We 
need to learn how to win.

 Ordinary people forced to 
 pay for politicians’ wrangling
 by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE CHAOTIC Tory han-
dling of Brexit limps on 
towards further potential 
disasters. 

As the talks about a trade 
agreement between Britain 
and the European Union 
(EU) failed to produce a deal, 
the deadline of 13 December 
was abandoned. 

Instead they were extended 
right up until 1 January. This 
is the day when the current 
Brexit transition period ends 
and Britain is scheduled to 
break completely form the 
EU. 

The talks are so fraught 
because they represent rival 
capitalist nation states fight-
ing to secure an advantage 
for the firms that operate 
from within their borders. 
In addition they want to be 
able to proclaim a “victory” 
that will give them a boost.

The interests of ordinary 
people are forgotten.

Hating
Predictably the Tories turned 
to foreigner-hating national-
ism to divert attention from 
their own problems. Right 
wing newspapers were 
encouraged to ratchet up the 
jingoistic rhetoric.

The Daily Express front 
page ran the headline, 
“Gunships to guard our fish.” 
The Daily Mail’s read, “We’ll 
Send In Gunboats.” 

The Mai l  s la thered, 
“Wildcat and Merlin helicop-
ters are also being placed on 
standby to help with coastal 
surveillance. 

“And military person-
nel have been seconded to 
the Joint Maritime Security 
Centre to help deal with any 
clashes in fishing grounds.”

W h e t h e r 
there is a deal or not, the way 
Brexit has been handled has 
ensured there will be disrup-
tion and talk of crisis.

The Sunday Times news-
paper reported that the gov-
ernment has warned super-
markets to stockpile food and 
other essential supplies in 
anticipation of a no deal out-
come. That will ensure a com-
petitive surge that will lead to 
shortages in some areas. And 

it will mean a repeat of the 
long delays and tailbacks of 
lorries on motorways near 
the port of Dover as stockpil-
ing leads to increased traffic. 

Trucks headed for the port 
were stacked up for miles 
recently.

There has also been 
major congestion around 
Southampton and Felixstowe.

This is intensified by the 
unplanned way the system 
works.  Since September, the 
country’s biggest container 
port, Felixstowe, has been 
handling a third more goods 
than usual. 

Businesses have com-
peted to replenish stock 
after the end of lockdowns 
and have stockpiled because 
of the coming end of the 
Brexit transition period. 

The increase in demand has 
resulted in a fight for space 
on the container ships that go 
from China and other coun-
tries to the US and Europe. 

Shipping costs have risen, 
which will be used as an 
excuse to put up prices for 
ordinary people.

The Tories’ handling of 
Brexit has been disastrous. 

There are good reasons to 
break from the EU—which 
acts as a mechanism to 
impose big business demands 
across a continent.

But throughout the period 
after the 2016 referendum 
the Tories have prioritised 
helping business and impos-
ing racist migration laws. 

Working class people will 
be asked to pay the price of 
what results.

JOHNSON WANTS to present a victory for Britain—and 
got right wing papers to help ramp up the nationalism

for the firms that operate 
from within their borders. 
In addition they want to be 
able to proclaim a “victory” 

The interests of ordinary 

Predictably the Tories turned 
to foreigner-hating national-
ism to divert attention from 
their own problems. Right 
wing newspapers were 

The Daily Express front 
page ran the headline, 
“Gunships to guard our fish.” 

W h e t h e r 
there is a deal or not, the way 

it will mean a repeat of the 
long delays and tailbacks of 
lorries on motorways near 
the port of Dover as stockpil-
ing leads to increased traffic. 

Trucks headed for the port 
were stacked up for miles 
recently.

There has also been 
major congestion around 
Southampton and Felixstowe.

This is intensified by the 

JOHNSON WANTS 
got right wing papers to help ramp up the nationalism

EU border rules cause winter hell for refugees
A MAKESHIFT camp 
holding thousands of 
refugees on the Greek 
island Lesvos has 
flooded—heralding a 
winter of misery for people 
trapped by Europe’s 
borders.

More than 7,000 
refugees are said to be 
currently living in tents 
in the camp, held on the 
island by European Union 
border laws. 

The site, which flooded 
during heavy rain over the 
weekend, was built after 
the larger Moria refugee 
camp burned down earlier 
this year. Rather than 

allow all the refugees 
to pass into mainland 
Europe and onto safety, 
the Greek government has 
kept thousands in squalid 
conditions. 

The camp is the brutal 
face of the EU’s drive to 
keep refugees out of Europe 
and deport them to Turkey.

Just last week Greek 
border police—who 
enforce the EU’s regime—
were charged with beating 
refugees outside the camp.

The Moria Corona 
Awareness Team—a 
self-organised group of 
refugees—reported, “In 
the camp we have a new 

lake now, it’s very close 
to our recycling point. 
Raining since three days 
now and so many tents are 
wet and there is not any 
dry place to go.

“Yesterday a tent broke 
and they tried to fix and 
found an unexploded 
grenade, because this is an 
old army place.”

It added, “Already in 
October everyone said this 
happens   with the first 
heavy rain. We are afraid 
so many people will get 
very sick now.

“This is how Europe 
thinks refugees deserve to 
live.”Beaten by border cops
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  Sir Starmer  
 plots a new  
 shift right  
 for Labour
Keir Starmer wants Labour to be 
‘patriotic’, pander to racism and 
support cuts, writes Nick Clark

LABOUR PARTY leader Keir 
Starmer will lay out his plans 
for a further move to the right 
in January.

Starmer and shadow cabinet 
ministers will present Labour as 
a  “patriotic” party in speeches on 
 “violent crime”, “government waste” 
and “Labour’s place in the world.”

The three themes are designed 
to push Labour’s politics onto right 
wing terrain. 

Labour leaders in the past have 
used “tackling crime” to call for 
more policing and punishments that 
target working class people.

And tackling “government waste” 
will mean a return to the language 
and arguments that justify cuts and 
austerity.

Starmer  to ld  the  Mirror 
 newspaper the speeches would be 
aimed at winning back support in 
areas where there has previously 
been strong support for Labour.

He and his supporters in Labour 
believe that working class people 
didn’t vote Labour in the 2019 gen-
eral election because it was too left 
wing.

They hope adopting right wing 
patriotism can win these voters back 
while proving that Labour won’t 
threaten the “national interest” of 
the rich and the state.

In a report the group Labour 
Together said Labour had to 
connect with people who are “proud 
to be British”. 

Blueprint
The report, hailed as a “blueprint 
for Starmerism”, also said Labour 
must connect with people who want 
stringent immigration controls.

And one of his key advisers Claire 
Ainsley says Labour has to send 
“signals” that Labour shares their 
“values”. In practice that means 
pandering to right wing politics.

Starmer launched his effort to 
present Labour as a “patriotic” 
party with a speech in September, 
credited to Ainsley. He said Labour 
“loves our country” and “values” the 
“security for our nation.”

He then immediately pushed out 

shadow ministers who refused to 
back a Tory bill in parliament that 
protects soldiers from war crime 
prosecutions.

And in a speech last week, shadow 
foreign secretary Lisa Nandy set the 
stage for a return to backing US 
wars and “interventions”.

Nandy claimed that under 
Labour, Britain could play a pro-
gressive role by standing up for 
 “feminism, environmentalism and 
human security” around the world. 
She said a Labour government 
would “shed light, not might”.

But in reality this meant reviving 
right wing nationalism—such as 
rallying around Britain against the 
US’s rivals Russia and China—in left 
wing language. Nandy said her plan 
to “put British people first” was actu-
ally “rooted in internationalism.”

She said this meant working 
closely with the US under its new 
president Joe Biden—a champion 
of the US’s wars in Iraq, Libya and 
Syria.

Supporters of those wars also pre-
tended they were about  defending 
democracy and “liberal values”. In 
reality they were about enforcing 
the US’s control of the Middle East 
that has caused devastating wars 
and wrecked millions of lives.

BACK STORY
Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer 
is waging war on the left
lStarmer wants to make a clear 
break from the left wing politics 
of former leader Jeremy Corbyn
lHe thinks that Labour lost the 
2019 general election because it 
was too left wing
lSo he hopes to win back voters 
by connecting with people who 
want tougher immigration rules
lHe wants to show that Labour 
won’t threaten the rich

KEIR STARMER and Lisa Nandy plan to drive Labour further to the right 

  Corbyn’s ‘Peace and Justice’ project  
won’t confront war against the left
FORMER LABOUR leader Jeremy 
Corbyn is also set to launch a new 
project in January.

Corbyn announced on Sunday 
that he plans to launch a Peace 
and Justice Foundation in an 
online event on 17 January.

He said the foundation would 
“bring people together, for social 
justice, peace and human rights, in 
Britain and across the world”.

“It’s there to create space, 
hope and opportunity for those 
campaigning for social justice and 
a future that works for the many, 
not the few,” he said.

Corbyn described the project as 
an attempt to defend the legacy 
of his leadership of the Labour 
Party.

“We can build on the popular 
socialist policies developed in the 
Labour Party over the past five 
years,” he said.

Yet the new initiative avoids 
directly confronting Keir Starmer’s 
war on the left, or organising an 
independent challenge to the 
Tories and the right.

His supporters explicitly denied 
it was an attempt to set up a new 
political party.

Instead it was presented as an 
opportunity for left wing activists 

and campaigners to discuss 
policies.

“We will work with unions 
and social movements to build 
a network of campaigners, 

grassroots activists, thinkers and 
leaders, to share experiences and 
generate ideas about solutions to 
our common problems,” Corbyn 
said.

Former Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn plans a new project

On other pages...
Homelessness hits record high 
>>Page 20
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 Farmers’  
 protests in  
 India pile  
 on pressure
FARMERS’ PROTESTS in India 
continue to put the hard right 
government of Narendra Modi 
under extreme pressure.

Modi wants to push through free 
market reforms in agriculture that 
will allow big business to squeeze 
the poor for profit. Farmers know 
that this will push many of them 
over the edge and have pledged a 
fight to the death.

Tens of thousands of protesters 
have blocked main roads into 
the capital New Delhi since the 
beginning of December. 

The mood of the farmers on the 
outskirts of Delhi remains upbeat. 

Donations of food, medicines 
and other supplies were pouring 
in from across India and from the 
Indian diaspora in Britain, the US 
and Canada.

“At various protest sites, dif-
ferent types of rebellious songs, 
poems and lectures of legendary 
heroes are sung and recited,” say 
researchers Deepinder Kaur and 
Atinder Panday. “In the peasants’ 
struggle, women feel that they are 
in a terrible situation now, but in 
future their sons and daughters can 
be liberated from shackles of debt.”

But Modi’s new laws threaten 
to turn an already grave situation 
even more deadly.

“My husband and son killed 

themselves due to debt and crop 
failure,” said one 80 year old 
protester.

Now I am here with other women 
for the prospect of our survival. 
After the laws are implemented, 
we will be landless.”

Another protester said her hus-
band killed himself in 2015.

“After the demise of my husband, 
I was left alone to deal with family 
responsibilities and conflicts, just 
struggling with the pain and push-
ing the remaining life,” she said.

The Modi government has been 
desperately trying to negotiate a 
settlement with the farmers, but 
only on its own terms.

The Indian economy is in a 
nosedive, with inflation, low growth 
rates and massive unemployment. 
Ministers hope that agricultural 
“reform” will see big investment 
and the potential for exporting 
more foodstuffs.

The price of reform, however, 
will be the destruction of mil-
lions of small farmers and landless 
labourers.

It is vital that all those affected 
by Modi’s attacks on the poor and 
religious minorities get behind the 
farmers and help take a Scythe to 
his government.

Meanwhile, Indian police have 
arrested over 100 workers at an 

INDIAN FARMERS are furious with the hard right Modi government

 Italian workers stage strike over pay, pensions and outsourcing
by SIMON BASKETTER

PUBLIC SECTOR workers struck 
across Italy last week.

The strike was over the 
renewal of the public sector 
national agreement—it expired 
in 2019. 

It is supposed to be an 
ongoing three-year deal. 

It covers wages but also 
pensions and the scale of 
outsourcing.

“This public employment 
strike was declared by the 
government alone,” said 
the secretary general of 
UIL federation, Pierpaolo 
Bombardieri. 

“It has turned its back on 
the requests of three million of 

workers who have worked this 
year putting their own health at 
risk to safeguard ours.”

The government claimed, 
“Participation in the public 
sector strike, proclaimed by 
trade unions for the renewal of 

contracts, was around  
4 percent.”

This was certainly a gross 
underestimate, but the real 
figure is hard to ascertain for 
certain.

The unions are demanding 

that precarious workers are 
brought into the agreement. 

There are currently 350,000 
public sector workers on casual 
contracts without job security, 
including 60,000 health workers. 

Unions deliberately limited 
rallies for the sake of social 
distancing. So for instance there 
were 60 people in Trieste. 

Health workers, while part of 
the campaign, largely didn’t join 
the strike. They wore badges to 
work saying, “I don’t stop but I 
protest.”

What counted as necessary 
cover to deal with the pandemic 
went beyond the health service 
to include sections of local 
government. 

Civil service workers are 
mostly working from home, so 

had to email to say they were on 
strike. 

The government offered last 
ditch talks, but the strike wasn’t 
called off. 

Scheduled talks have now 
begun over the deal. 

This strike and a previous one 
involving different groups of 
workers at the end of November 
had a feeling of sabre-rattling.

The Italian government is 
weak, particularly over its 
handling of the Covid-19 crisis. 

But while the current 
government includes right 
wingers, the union leaders are 
fearful of pushing too hard in 
case forces further to the right 
re-enter office. 

That is one reason why they 
are only for token action.

iPhone factory who went on a 
“rampage” after not being paid.

Social media footage showed 
workers from the firm in India’s 
technology capital, Bangalore. 

T h e y  r a n s a c k e d  s e n i o r 
management offices and smashed 
CCTV cameras furniture, assembly 
units and glass panels.

Workers said they have not been 

fully paid for four months.
Meanwhile in Britain a car 

cavalcade protest in support of 
the farmers this weekend brought 
the centre of Birmingham to a 
standstill. Hundreds of mostly Sikh 
protesters joined the procession, 
which was warmly greeted by 
passers-by.

There were also protests in 

London, and more are being 
planned elsewhere in Britain.
Thanks to Deepinder Kaur and 
Atinder Panday of Punjabi University, 
India, for sending their report

On other pages...
Ten years since the revolution in 
Tunisia >>Pages 14&15

Italian union leader Pierpaolo Bombardieri
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My patience is 
being tested
I’VE BEEN going round 
in circles trying to find 
out what happened to 
my Covid-19 home test 
result.

The NHS hotline 
says, “Don’t worry. It 
happens.”

But I am worried. 
I worry about people 
who’ve done a home test 
and, because they’ve 
also got no result to 
show, have had to go 
back to work.

They may be carrying 
the virus to friends and 
colleagues. 

Stephen Millrine
 Glasgow

Players must 
fight racism
RACISM from football 
match officials 
caused a match to be 
abandoned in one of the 
game’s highest profile 
competitions last week.

My team, PSG, walked 
off the pitch together 
with Basaksehir Istanbul 
in protest. 

The people who run 
the “beautiful game” 
have nothing but 
grotesque motivations. 

They care only for 
profit, and will only take 
action against racism if 
they are forced.

So players must make 
them face a penalty.

Virginie
by email 

An Oscar for 
the Tories?
TO unfortunately 
paraphrase Oscar Wilde, 
one lockdown is a 
misfortune, but two are 
carelessness.

The Tory mishandling 
of this Covid-19 
catastrophe amounts 
to mass murder of the 
vulnerable and the poor.

Zekria Ibrahimi
West London

Different life 
for privileged
THE GOVERNMENT are 
a bunch of blue gloves—
they’ve never had to 
make a real decision 
because they’ve lived 
privileged and easy lives.

That means the 
decisions they are 
making now, about 
lockdowns for example, 
mostly affect people that 
aren’t like them.

The Dominic 
Cummings affair just 
shows the people who 
make the measures don’t 
stick to it themselves.

Bar worker
Swindon 

Just a 
thought...

Some shop ads infuriate racists

Is TV ad a sign of hope, or cashing in?
IT’S BEEN interesting to 
observe how a supermarket 
advert featuring a simple 
conversation between a 
black father and daughter 
has caused such a backlash.

Adverts have always 
used “family life” to show 
good, bad and sad times to 
sell us things.

For me, seeing a black 
family in an ad is a breath 
of fresh air.

Back in 2013, I wrote to 
Tesco to applaud them for 
having a black family on a 
Christmas advert, and then 
having an Asian family the 
following year.

I don’t remember any 
outcry then, it was seen as 

natural. The reason some 
people have a problem this 
time around is their racist 
response to our Black Lives 
Matter movement.

It shows one of the ways 
our society has not come to 

terms with racism. What I 
did find very ironic about 
this whole episode is that 
we, the anti‑racists, have 
ended up applauding 
supermarkets for showing 
black people doing normal 
things.

On one hand, I think yes 
it is great and they should 
stand against racism, 
everybody should.

But on the other hand, it 
just feels that they’re just 
making money off the backs 
of black people, just as 
companies have done for 
generations upon 
generations.

Ifeoma Obi
Manchester

Just in time 
weakness
NEWS THAT the Honda 
factory in Swindon will 
have to shut temporarily 
due to a lack of parts is, on 
the face of it, another blow 
to workers at the plant. 

Honda has already 
announced that it is to close 
permanently next year. 

Union leaders often argue 
when workers are facing job 
losses that there is little we 
can do except beg for 
mercy. But the news from 
Swindon shows the power 
workers have to resist. 

Multinational firms such 
as Honda spread production 
across different countries to 
reduce costs, with factories 
in different countries 
producing different parts of 
the final product.

To avoid tying up capital 
through stockpiling, they 
rely on so‑called “just in 
time” supply arrangements.

The means that they only 
store enough parts at each 
plant for a few days or 
hours, relying on regular 
deliveries from suppliers to 
keep production going.

This makes them very 
vulnerable to strikes.

A stoppage by even a 
small number of workers 
can quickly bring the whole 
operation to a grinding halt 
and potentially cost the 
company millions of 
pounds in lost production. 

Logistics workers who 
move components, such as 
lorry drivers and dockers, 
also have the power to 
quickly disrupt production 
for this reason.

Honda workers should 
demand that their union 
leaders mobilise their 
power to defend their jobs. 

If union won’t do it, they 
should take things into 
their own hands and 
occupy the plant.

Tony Phillips
East London

Anti-Traveller racism 
comes from the top 
GYPSY, TRAVELLER and 
Roma communities detail 
the way discrimination is 
leading to mental health 
issues and a “epidemic” 
level of suicides in a new 
report.

This anti‑Traveller 
racism is encouraged by the 
government.

In September, home 
secretary Priti Patel spoke 
at a meeting organised by 
the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews, where she 
slandered Travellers as 
“criminal and violent”.

The comments would be 

condemned as racist were 
they directed against any 
other minority. 

The Traveller movement 
has written an open letter 
to Patel demanding an 
apology for her “vile” 
anti‑Traveller remarks.

She has yet to give one.
And the Board of 

Deputies has yet to 
condemn Patel or apologise 
for hosting a meeting at 
which such filthy racist 
sentiments were expressed.

Solidarity with Travellers.
Sasha Simic
East London

Anti-trans court ruling is an 
attack on autonomy for all 
A HIGH Court judicial review 
earlier this month outlawed the 
use of puberty blockers for young 
trans people unless they can 
persuade doctors to go to court on 
their behalf.

Socialist Worker was right to take 
a hard line against the decision 
(Socialist Worker, 8 December).

The ruling will likely also have 
huge implications for people who 
are not trans.

The court said, “It is highly 
unlikely that a child aged 13 or 
under would be competent to give 
consent to the administration of 
puberty blockers.

“It is doubtful that a child aged 
14 or 15 could understand and 
weigh the long-term risks and 
consequences of the administration 
of puberty blockers.” The judges 

concluded that, for some 
treatments, children would never 
be able to achieve “Gillick 
competence”. 

The Gillick case was important 
because it said that young people 
had a right to consent to medical 
treatment without reference to 
their parents.

This was as long as it could be 
proved they had “sufficient 
understanding” of what is 
proposed. It overruled parents 
wanting to stop children under  
16 from accessing contraception 
from a doctor.

The latest decision has some 
potentially worrying implications 
for rights to reproductive 
healthcare and abortion.

The lawyer for the claimant was 
Paul Conrathe, who has 

undertaken actions for those who 
seek to restrict abortion through 
court action.

One of the witnesses for the 
claimant has ties to the Alliance 
Defending Freedom, a group that 
says it stands for “sanctity of life, 
and marriage and family”.

As the Lawyers For Choice group 
said, the judge’s decision “is a real 
threat to Gillick competence”.

“If this court can single out 
trans children and their decisions, 
there is no legal reason why 
another court can’t single out 
abortion-seeking children,” it said. 

“In fact, now there’s precedent.”
All socialists should recognise 

an attack on trans rights is an 
attack on bodily autonomy for all.

Kate
Leeds
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T
HE SMALLEST borough 
in London is home to the 
largest levels of inequal-
ity in Britain, and during 
the Christmas period this 
reality is harsher than 

ever. Local billionaires, celebrities and 
royalty live in extreme wealth, while 
nearby food banks are desperately 
trying to feed their neighbours.

While three council wards in the 
Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea are in the richest top ten in 
London, three are also in the  poorest. 
This includes Notting Dale, home to 
Grenfell Tower.

Some residents will be spending 
thousands of pounds on festive food 
and drink for their social bubble. On 
the other side of the road many people 
will struggle to heat their homes, or 
will be relying on food bank parcels 
throughout December.

And it ’s in this borough that  
72 people died because of an agenda 
of penny pinching from housing bosses 
and construction firms. 

The inquiry into the Grenfell fire has 
already heard that the council thought 
that what the tower looked like was 
more important than how safe it was.

Leearna is a Grenfell activist who 
lives in nearby Ladbroke Grove. She 
told Socialist Worker that her street is 
“the perfect example” of the borough’s 
inequality.

“I live in a house that happens to 
be a council house, which is the only 
one on the street,” she said. “Everyone 
else’s is private and opposite us is a big 
social housing estate.

“If I walk less than 12 paces down 
the street and turn left, I’m where 
David Cameron had a property. There 
is huge wealth and extreme poverty.”

Austerity
Moyra, a campaigner for Grenfell, lives 
in North Kensington. She told Socialist 
Worker, “There have always been 
wealthy big houses among the estates. 
It’s the character of the area. 

“But the disparity between us 
has worsened as austerity hit and 
management of the estates declined.

“Our local population has been 
replaced with professionals. But 
south of the borough has always been 
wealthier than North Kensington.”

Leearna added, “The opera houses 
and museums ended up with hundreds 
of thousands of pounds each because of 
the lockdown, so why has social housing 

stock been left in such disrepair? I know 
about a man in Adair Tower in North 
Kensington. After the Grenfell fire the 
council started checking buildings and 
they found the render and insulation 
there were flammable.

“They took it off last year and 
haven’t replaced it. Two cold winters 
have passed. His flat is absolutely full 
of damp because he lives at the top of 
the tower and water has got in.

“The council attitude is ‘be grateful 
you’re not on the streets, because we 
could put you there’.” 

Since the Grenfell fire in 2017 
Notting Dale has appeared in the top 
20 most income deprived wards in 
London. 

And in the borough’s Golborne ward 
38.9 percent of people experience 
deprivation due to “low income”. 
At the other end of the borough, for 
people who live off King’s Road, this 
figure is 1 percent.  

A brutal policy of gentrification is 
forcing people out of the area entirely. 

“The key policy that is unwritten by 
the council is gentrification of North 
Kensington. Property is too valuable,” 
Leearna explained.

Revealed 
“There’s been a huge impact on rents 
because this is now a prime area. Social 
housing providers say they provide 
realistically affordable rents, but this 
‘affordable rent’ is ridiculous.”

Leearna said one social housing 
 provider charged £280 a week for 
a studio flat. “The Citizens Advice 
Bureau at the Westway centre was sold 
off without consulting us,” she added.

“They sold the building off and put 
a Pret there instead. Just what we 
need—another coffee shop.

“They’re catering for the wealthy 
because that’s who they want there. 
We cost them money—they don’t want 
us.”

Public Health England revealed that 
the gap in life expectancy across the 
borough is 14.5 years lower for men 
in deprived areas compared to wealth-
ier areas. For women, the difference is 
10.1 years. 

“Life expectancy is higher in Chelsea 
because we’re impacted by things like 
the flyover,” Leearna added. “We get 
no fresh air because of the Westway. 

“And there are so many new  food 
banks popping up everywhere. At 
‘Kids on the green’ there’s been a big 
coordination to do Christmas food 
deliveries with different charities 
coming together.

“During lockdown the council 
financially helped a few  food banks 
but would send councillors for photo 
opportunities. It’s a tick box exercise. 

“And they would ask people for 
evidence that they were in deprivation. 
This is humiliating.”

Many have slipped through the 
net as a result. Tender Loving Care 
Foodbank in Ladbroke Grove sup-
ports those affected by the Grenfell 
Tower fire and the pandemic.

Marianne, who runs the 
food bank, told Socialist 

In the borough’s 
Golborne ward some 
38.9 percent of 
people experience 
deprivation
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North Kensington 
residents packed into 
sub-standard social 
housing have to walk 
past neighbourhood 
estate agents who’s 
properties are valued 
in tens of millions of 
pounds (above). Would 
Charles Dickens, the 
19th century author of 
A Tale of Two Cities, 
recognise the huge gap 
between the rich and 
poor today? (below) 

Worker, “It’s about immunity for the 
community.”

The food bank gives out fresh foods 
to help people stay healthy during the 
pandemic. It now supports 650 people 
a week with care packages.

Marianne said, “We also provide 
food for people on Christmas day who 
otherwise wouldn’t have a hot meal.”

In Kensington and Chelsea ine-
quality is running rampant. It’s a 

Dickensian picture of the poor 
struggling to eat while their 
rich neighbours gorge on luxury 
foods.

In west London, people in poverty live 
side by side with some of the richest 
families in Britain. Isabel Ringrose looks 
at the lives of all the residents living in 
the shadow of Grenfell Tower

A £16 million house collapses after work to create a basement swimming 
pool and cinema (above). No fear of parking tickets for some (below)

A
CROSS  THE  roya l 
borough life is very 
d i fferent  for  those 
living in the wealthiest 
areas in Europe. Some 
households have an 

annual income of £1.8 million, while 
others struggle every day to get by.

Knightsbridge in the borough is the 
location of luxury department store 
Harrods—a business worth £2 billion. 
Houses here are priced 530 percent 
above the London average.

Down the road is Kensington 
Palace. This is where the royal family 
scrounge—buildings are worth over 
£450 million and funded by taxpayers.

It’s royal palaces like this that get 
expensive refurbishments, not the likes 
of Grenfell Tower, which was clad with 

cheap and dangerous materials. The 
rich enjoy private gardens, where they 
work out with personal trainers, while 
the council try to build on the limited 
parks that poor children have access to.

It’s a borough characterised both 
by huge levels of poverty and vast 
personal wealth of the few. 

Kensington and Chelsea has  
1,500 long term empty homes and 
9,300 second homes.

Overcrowded
Yet after Grenfell, families were 
rehoused for long periods of time in 
hotel rooms. And today, one in six 
households in Notting Dale is classi-
fied as overcrowded.

But in Kensington Palace Gardens, 
less than three miles away, one in five 

homes are empty or are second homes.
Leearna said that there’s a “class 

divide” between people who use the 
same park, live on the same street, but 
have very different lives.

“During the first year after Grenfell 
there was a lot of unity. But now people 
have gone back into their little bubbles. 
It’s the working classes carrying on that 
fight, and it’s a difficult one.”

In Kensal Town child poverty levels 
are at 41 percent, but in Queensgate 
ward—20 minutes away—poverty 
rates are one hundred times less.

Houses in Notting Hill are lovingly 
painted in pastel colours, and seven-
story mansions are the height of 
grandeur. 

In November a £16 million house in 
Chelsea collapsed while a new luxury 
basement was being built. Three other 
properties on the same street are 
 undergoing similar extensions for glam-
orous home cinemas or gyms.

Eye-wateringly rich residents lavish 
themselves with their bottomless 
wealth, but a stone’s throw away, resi-
dents of Grenfell lost their lives due to 
corporate greed.

Moyra said, “For young people it 
creates a level of resentment. The 
inequalities are in front of their face. 
Grenfell was genuinely scary because 
it showed ‘this is what they’ll do to us’.

Hanging baskets
“It’s very much a class issue. North 
Kensington is working class. But the 
council is spending less in the north 
of borough and more on things like 
hanging baskets in the south.”

The Chelsea Flower Show is the 
highlight of upper class life. A few 
months later in Notting Hill, the  biggest 
carnival in Europe hits the streets.

“During carnival weekend the rich 
go away and employ someone to stand 
outside their house,” Moyra explained.

“In North Kensington no one would 
think about going to the Chelsea 

Flower Show. Why? Because it’s for 
poshos. Yet young people have found 
it therapeutic post-Grenfell to garden.

“One of my young colleagues filled 
the space under the Wall of Truth by 
the Westway. He’s been given a space at 
the show, but he is not going as a token.

“Gardening is assumed to be a white, 
middle class skill. Within the context of 
Black Lives Matter, it’s time to ask ‘why 
is the working class so unrepresented?’”

Leearna explained that she used 
to live near a wealthy journalist 
 working for the BBC and his wife was 
a professor.

Passive
“They had a couple of kids and sent 
them at Key Stage 1 level to Oxford 
Gardens primary school”, she said.

“They did this to save money. They 
knew they needed to send them to a 
private school for Key Stage 2. They’re 
wealthy and used the system to bene-
fit themselves to save money, but they 
don’t buy into that system.”

Despite the hardship working class 
families are not passive.

“Young children look at what they’ve 
got around them and they have culture, 
which is the thing they hang on to. We 
have a lot of creative youth”, Moyra said.

“Especially during the pandemic they 
are shaping the recovery from Grenfell. 
It’s empowering people to take some 
control over their lives.”

Bridging the gap between rich and 
poor is only possible by ripping the 
system apart.

Moyra said, “It’s about recognising 
that we in the north are not just victims 
of a tragedy. Grenfell was an atrocity.

“We need to start taxing rich if it’s 
a question of money. The local private 
school Latymer has massive grounds—
open it up for the kids on the estate.

“We’re a model of what the Tories 
want society to look like. Security and 
gated communities.”

Leearna agreed. “Lots of us are now 
ready for a revolution. We need to keep 
empowering people to fight back.”
Grenfell three and a half years on—
memorial and speak out. Mon 14 Dec, 
1-3pm, Downing Street, London WC1

For young people it 
creates a level of 
resentment. The 
inequalities are put 
right in front of 
their faces
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

 We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions.

To join us, turn to page 16  
or go to www.swp.org.uk 
or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information
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BIRMINGHAM
Wed 13 Jan, 7pm
281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY
Wed 13 Jan, 7.30pm
352-891-2411
BRADFORD
Thu 14 Jan, 7pm
885-9187-7552
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 14 Jan, 6.30pm
841-2142-3683
BRISTOL
Thu 14 Jan, 7.30pm
688-397-3148
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Wed 13 Jan, 7.30pm
856-0963-2675
CAMBRIDGE
Thu 14 Jan, 7.30pm
681-800-4408

CARDIFF 
Wed 13 Jan, 7.30pm
630-181-4857
CHESTERFIELD
Thu 14 Jan, 6.30pm
829-532-8731 
COVENTRY
Wed 13 Jan 7.30pm
823-945-1917
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
Wed 13 Jan, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708
EAST MIDLANDS
Wed 13 Jan, 7pm
354-874-4790
GLASGOW
Thu 14 Jan, 6.30pm
851-5254-7239
ESSEX
Thu 14 Jan, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480

KENT
Thu 14 Jan, 8.15pm
434-623-8064
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
Thu 14 Jan, 7pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS
Thu 14 Jan, 7pm
935-5290-8076
LIVERPOOL
Wed 13 Jan, 7pm
493-925-5919
LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 14 Jan, 7.30pm
798-534-2585
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 14 Jan, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
Wed 13 Jan, 7.30pm
288-098-8827

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 13 Jan, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Thu 14 Jan, 7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
Wed 13 Jan, 
7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Wed 13 Jan, 
7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Thu 14 Jan, 7.30pm
834-3932-1796
MANCHESTER
Wed 13 Jan, 7.15pm
323-178-7151

NEWCASTLE
Wed 13 Jan, 7pm
368-595-2712
NORWICH
Wed 13 Jan, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299
OXFORD
Thu 14 Jan, 7pm
899-0436-0867
PLYMOUTH AND EXETER
Thu 14 Jan, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883-
PORTSMOUTH
Wed 13 Jan, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809-
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Thu 14 Jan, 7pm
528-174-9278

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 13 Jan, 7.30pm
381-513-5080
SWANSEA AND WEST WALES
Thu 14 Jan, 7pm
902-964-963
YORK AND SCARBOROUGH
Wed 13 Jan, 7.30pm
827-489-7492

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

EDINBURGH
The fight against fascism—
lessons from Austria
Wed 6 Jan, 7.30pm
431-459-112
HUDDERSFIELD
Big pharma, the Tories 
and Covid-19—will the 
vaccine solve the crisis?
Wed 6 Jan, 6.30pm
290-168-1804
LONDON: HARINGEY
Marxism and mental distress
Wed 6 Jan, 7.30pm
459-388-1576
WOLVERHAMPTON & WALSALL
Capitalism, diet and 
the politics of food
Wed 6 Jan, 7.30pm
913-6646-7067

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online 
meetings during the coronavirus crisis. This is 
to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom 
system. Download the Zoom app onto your phone or 
computer and just before the time given for your local 
meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page 
for the appropriate meeting. The password for all 
meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of 
national online meetings and other updates.

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquires@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

Prospects for socialists in 2021

PROTESTERS IN Brisbane, Australia, say Black Lives Matter, in June 2020  

Socialist Worker  16 December 2020
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 How Marxism helps us to  
 understand—and enjoy—art 
Art is about social relationships, says writer John Molyneux—and what art is 
changes as society develops. He spoke to Socialist Worker about his new book
WHAT MAKES a great painting—or 
a great sculpture, song or poem—
great? What makes it art at all?

Is it the technical skill it requires, 
the emotions it evokes or something 
called “beauty”? For art historian 
and socialist activist John Molyneux, 
the answer lies in the labour that 
produced it.

His new book, The Dialectics of 
Art, outlines a Marxist approach. “It 
explores the tension between art and 
capitalism as they have developed 
over the last five centuries,” he told 
Socialist Worker. 

“A lot of artists have been left wing 
or rebels. But even when an artist is 
right wing or trying not to be politi-
cal, all artistic production in capitalist 
society exists under a state of siege.”

Molyneux’s fascination with art 
goes back to his childhood. He recalls 
a teenage visit to Florence in Italy, 
where he encountered Michelangelo’s 
paintings and sculptures.

“If you stand in the Sistine Chapel 
you can see a clear shift in mood 
between the ceiling—where the 
young Michelangelo painted the 
hopeful The Creation of Adam—to 
his later work The Last Judgement 
on the walls. That stayed with me.

“Most art historians explain that 
shift in personal terms, about ageing, 
but I see in it the early hopes of the 
Renaissance being stalled as reaction 
set in.”

The 15th century Renaissance 
“was the beginning of capitalist 
development, especially in the Italian 
cities, and the complex creative 
responses to it”.

Revolts
New economic models, together with 
revolts against feudal institutions, 
seemed to promise a better, freer 
kind of society.

It inspired artists—and began to 
separate their work from the rest of 
human labour.

“The modern concept of art 
emerges with the Renaissance,” 
John explained. “Before capitalism, 
the word ‘art’ was used more broadly, 
from handicrafts to mathematics.”

Picture the building site of a mag-
nificent cathedral such as Notre 
Dame in Paris. The skilled, creative 
work of thousands of stonemasons 
and other workers was as much art 
as that of the architect.

The Renaissance brought the idea 
of the “genius”—an individual artist 
who alone controlled their output. 
For the rest of us, capitalism squeezed 
the creativity out of work.

“The production of everyday 
objects before capitalism often had 
an artistic character that disap-
peared with mass production,” John 

explained. Wage labour gradually 
robbed workers of control over what 
they produced and how, limiting 
them to miserable drudgery.

By contrast, an artist’s work allows 
creative self-expression. Socialist art 
critic John Berger called art “a model 
for freedom”.

After counter-revolution in Italy, 
Holland became the next hotbed of 
revolution, capitalism—and artistic 
innovation. 

The book shows how Dutch painter 
Rembrandt’s portraits made heroes 
out of businessmen, yet showed an 
“implicitly anti-capitalist” empathy 
with outsiders and the oppressed.

“Rembrandt was both a product of 
that society and an instinctive critic 
of it,” said John.

The tension between art and capi-
talism grew as the revolutions faded 
into history—and it shows.

“Kings, queens and the rich used 
to have portraits painted by the 
greatest artists of the day, such as 
Hans Holbein. But by the nineteenth 
century, someone like Vincent Van 
Gogh painted postmen instead.”

Too many mainstream art 
commentators—through sexism, 
snobbery or squeamishness—refuse 
to see what is right in front of them.

“There is so much writing on 
Velazquez’s famous nude the Rokeby 
Venus, about its colour and so forth, 

that just ignores the fact that it’s a 
naked woman laid out with her 
bottom in the viewer’s face,” John 
said. “There was a rather stupid 
furore around Tracey Emin’s My Bed 
about whether it was even art. But 
her bed didn’t miraculously appear 
in a museum—it was a reconstruc-
tion, as much an artistic work as if 
Van Gogh had painted a bed.

“As has often been the case, the 
furore was about not wanting to 
engage with the subject matter. 

“Emin put into art an experience 
of young, working class women that 
hadn’t previously been reflected in 
the art world.”

A Marxist approach can bring 
more clarity.

Expression
“What Marxism brings to the table 
is that art is an expression of social 
relations. These are the relationships 
between people—parents and chil-
dren, sisters and brothers, servants 
and employers, and many others—
and between humans and nature.

“The mark of great art—from 
Michelangelo to Andy Warhol—is its 
sensitivity to and insights into those 
social relations and how they are 
changing.”

The story isn’t over. “Art is going 
to be fundamentally changed by our 
changed relationship with nature,” 

John anticipated. “The prehistoric cave 
paintings of Lascaux, landscapes by 
Thomas Gainsborough, and Damian 
Hirst’s cut up animals all reflect the 
different relationship between humans 
and nature in different societies. 

“With the profound ecological 
crisis we now face, it is impossible 
for that not to have an impact on the 
development of art.”

Marxism brings more than a the-
oretical insight to art. Healing the 
rift between art and labour, between 
creativity and production, will take a 
revolution against capitalism.

“In a socialist society, artists will 
become producers and producers 
will become artists,” said John. “As 
we overcome the legacy of capitalism, 
the way we shape our world and 
ourselves will become both productive 
and artistic at the same time.”

HANS HOLBEIN’S portrait of Henry VIII (left) and Vincent Van Gogh’s portrait of the postman Joseph 
Roulin. The contrast reflects how art changed as capitalism developed

020 7637 1848  
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Dialectics of Art
By John Molyneux

£17.99

Available at Bookmarks

FILM
MANK
Directed by David Fincher 
Now on Netflix

OUR STORY opens—shot 
in silvery black-and-white 
and overlaid with the 
typewriter clacks and slow 
dissolves of scene cues. 

Mank has been sent to 
dry out on a remote ranch 
to write the first draft of 
the film Citizen Kane.

David Fincher’s new 
film is based on the life 
of screenwriter Herman 
Mankiewicz (Gary 
Oldman).

What follows is a 
leisurely ramble through 
the drink-addled banks of 
his memory. 

Here he is disparaging 
the Wizard of Oz script. 

There he is meeting 
Orson Welles for the first 
time, or insulting studio 
executives with casual 
disdain for authority and 
deadlines.

His wit lets him stumble 
through, particularly as 
a court jester to William 
Randolph Hearst (Charles 
Dance), the reactionary 
newspaper tycoon. 

He is too clever for his 
own good, and too self-
aware not to know it. 

Mank is about 
Mankiewicz in much the 
same way Citizen Kane is 
about William Randolph 
Hearst. 

It is a magnification, a 
caricature. 

It sometimes captures 
some of the truth of 
the corruption of the 
Hollywood system, and 
some of it is fiction.

A lot of Netflix cash has 
been spent on digital work 
to make the movie look old 
and analogue—to make the 
small screen look like the 
old big one. 

It’s impressive but a little 
hollow. 

The ideal viewing 
condition seems intended 
so people who have seen 
Citizen Kane can sit next to 
someone who hasn’t and 
can elbow them knowingly 
and say, “See him? See 
that? And that?”

But there is much to 
enjoy. 

Mank’s drunken 
skewering of the media’s 
role in socialist Upton 
Sinclair’s election defeat 
while ostensibly talking 
about Don Quixote is very 
powerful in a way that 
shows it is not actually very 
powerful at all.

The acting is great in a, 
“Is it Oscar season yet?” 
sort of way. 

Mank is about the 
destructiveness of trying 
to survive while avoiding 
doing the wrong thing. 

It’s self-pitying myth-
making and definitely 
worth watching.
Simon Basketter
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R
EVOLUTIONS can 
seem to come out 
of nowhere. The 
one that began 
in Tunisia, north 
Africa, a decade 

ago changed the world.
It’s been ten years this week 

since 26 year old fruit and 
vegetable seller Mohamed 
Bouazizi doused himself in 
petrol outside the governor’s 
office in his hometown Sidi 
Bouzid.

He shouted, “How do you 
expect me to make a living,” 
then set himself alight.

Earlier that day, police had 
insulted Mohamed, beaten 
him, then confiscated his cart. 
Without the money to bribe the 
cops he’d gone to the governor’s 
office to plead for it back.

He left after being ignored, 
and returned with a can of 
petrol. 

Mohamed had grown up in 
poverty in an area of Tunisia left 
underdeveloped by the regime. 
Like a lot of people his age, he 
struggled to find a job. So he 
scraped a living to provide for 
the eight family members who 
depended on him.

It also wasn’t the first time 
he’d been harassed by the 
police. “What kind of repres-
sion do you imagine it takes 
for a young man to do this,” his 
sister Leila later told reporters.

“In Sidi Bouzid, those with 
no connections and no money 
for bribes are humiliated and 
insulted and not allowed to 
live.”

Mohamed’s act resonated 
with those who faced the same 
sort of poverty and unemploy-
ment. It also shocked wider 
layers of society including sec-
tions of the middle class. 

T h a t  s a m e  d a y — 
17 December—was the day of 
the first demonstrations of the 
revolution.

The crowd that gathered 
turned into the sort of protest 
rarely seen in Sidi Bouzid. And 
similar protests spread to other 
towns and cities in the days that 
followed.

These were places where 
the level of unemployment was 
even higher than the national 
average of 13 percent. 

“The uneven distribution of 
wealth was an important aspect 
of the revolution in Tunisia,” 
Jaouhar Bani, a Tunisian 
socialist, explained to Socialist 
Worker. “Regions where people 
can’t find jobs was one of the 
issues that pushed the revolu-
tion forward.

“It started from the periph-
ery, in areas where there is 

more lack of opportunity and 
then went to the cities and the 
capital.” In fact, demonstra-
tions over unemployment in 
the Gafsa region of Tunisia in 
2008 had given a taste of what 
was to come.

Workers in the region’s phos-
phate mines were often the 
only source of income for their 
whole families. 

So when unemployed people 
demonstrated, phosphate 
miners struck with them.

It became a small uprising, 
but didn’t spread beyond Gafsa 
and was eventually put down 
by massive repression.

T
HE 2010 protests 
did spread—and 
soon targeted the 
regime. That was 
part ly because 
unemp loyment 

was so clearly linked to 
government corruption. 

The other reason was the 
repression of the state. The  
23-year dictatorship of Ben 
Ali had helped keep wages 
and working conditions low 
with the help of brutal police 
repression.

“Everything could be linked 
to the dictatorship,” said 
Jaouhar. “The dictatorship 
maintained the benefits of the 
majority.

“The people who suffer the 
repression are the poor. When 
they fight the police they know 
they are fighting the same 
regime that has been repress-
ing them for years.”

As the protests 
continued, the cops 
became deadly. 

In a series of mas-
sacres, armed regime 
snipers opened fire 
on demonstrations in 
Kasserine and Thala 
in central Tunisia.

But the repression 
only spurred more 
action.

Demonstrations spread to 
the major cities, as well as 
schools, colleges and universi-
ties. Protesters began to call for 
Ben Ali’s downfall.

Crucially,  the uprising 
pushed Tunisia’s largest trade 
union, the UGTT, into action. 

L i k e  u n i o n  l e a d e r s 

everywhere, those in charge 
of the UGTT saw their role as 
one of mediators between their 
members and Tunisia’s ruling 
class. 

The UGTT’s leaders 
were very close to the 
Ben Ali regime, which 
relied on them to contain 

workers’ resistance.
But as  the revolut ion 

spread, the UGTT came under 
pressure from its rank and file 
members. Many had already 
joined protests and set about 
organising strikes themselves. 

The UGTT called a general 
strike for 14 January. The day 
before the strike, Ben Ali made 
a desperate speech offering con-
cessions that was only met with 
anger.

On the day of the strike 
he announced a state of 

emergency. The army turned 
against him and, though they 
arrested some of his family 
members, Ben Ali fled to Saudi 
Arabia.

The uprising didn’t end there. 
Prime minister Mohammed 
Ghannouchi announced he 
would take over as interim pres-
ident. But Tunisians wanted the 
whole regime gone.

Huge protests took over the 
streets again and again. And 
though the UGTT leaders sup-
ported the government’s new 
cabinet, its members kept 
striking in regions around the 
country. 

By 27 February, they had 
forced out Ghannouchi and his 
government too.

The impact of the revolution 
reverberated around the world.

It smashed apart the ideas 

the US and its allies had used 
to justify their wars and inter-
ference in the Middle East and 
North Africa.

They’d said Arabs and 
Muslims were too conservative, 
so “democracy” could only come 
through invasions, and progress 
through the free market.

But these revolutions for gen-
uine democracy threatened the 
dictators they relied on to coop-
erate with US power.

And what happened in 
Tunis ia  inspired revol ts 
and uprisings in other Arab 
countries. 

Just days after the fall of Ben 
Ali, the Egyptian revolution 
began with huge demonstra-
tions on 25 January. Marchers 
chanted, “Revolution in Tunis, 
Revolution in Egypt.” It inspired 
people in other countries too. 

READ MORE
 

As the  
protests 
continued,  
the cops 
became deadly

‘‘ 

‘The people’s fear 
changed sides’ 

 
MOHAMMED BANI, a 
Tunisian socialist living 
in London, flew to Tunis 
to take part in the revo-
lution on the day of the 
general strike. This is an 
extract from his report 
for Socialist Worker at 
the time.

‘I LANDED AT 
12:30 and went 
straight to the 
demo in Avenue 

Bourguiba. It was 
humongous. I’ve heard 
numbers up to 65,000. 
I’ve never heard of 
demonstrations in 
Tunisia of more than a 
couple of hundred. 

It came after 
shocking pictures and 
videos circulated on 
the internet of people 
shot in the head, brains 
out and skulls broken 
after police attacked 
earlier protests.

That really mobilised 
people. The fear 
changed sides.

We were in front of 
the Ministry of Interior. 

It was extremely 
peaceful.

At around 4pm 
the police suddenly 
attacked. 

A funeral procession 
for a protester killed 
the night before 
was passing by, 
and the police took 
it as an excuse to 
attack everyone.

They used tear gas 

and I heard shots. 
People were saying, 
“This is not tear gas, 
this is bullets.”

Two hours later 
people were still 
battling in the area.

My brother in 
law was trapped 
on a rooftop. 

He was telling me, 
“People are falling 
down, police are 
beating people.”

Houses belonging to 
leading figures  
in the regime 
were burnt. 

Practically every 
big shopping centre 
has been burnt, and 
the police stations.

Like many in 
Tunis, we set up a 
district committee 
to protect our local 
community from the 
armed militias. 

Barricades
We made barricades 
from furniture to 
block the roads. 

We patrolled the area 
and decided any car 
moving after curfew 
was suspicious.

We had two 
presidents in 55 
years—and then 
two in 24 hours.

Tunis is locked 
down, but people are 
already out in the 
streets elsewhere, not 
wanting the old gang 
to stay in power.”

lMaking of the 
Tunisian Revolution: 
Contexts, Architects, 
Prospects 
by Nouri Gana 
£24.99 
lTunisia: the people’s 
revolution 
Chamseddine Mnasri 
International 
Socialism article. Go 
to bit.ly/tunisiarevisj

lArguments for 
Revolution  
by Joseph Choonara  
and Charlie Kimber 
£3.50
Available at 
Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

Ten years have passed since the start of the Tunisian 
revolution. Nick Clark explains how it toppled a dictator, 
encouraged more fightbacks, and shook the world

 TUNISIA  
IN REVOLT

The year 2011 turned out to 
be one of protests and revolt 
against austerity and the same 
free market policies that sparked 
the Tunisian revolution.

There was a feeling that 
resistance was possible—and 
can win. The revolutions that 
began in Tunisia were the 
centrepiece.

For socialists it was proof 
that revolution could become 
a reality—not seemingly out‑
dated history or abstract theory. 

And that there was an alter‑
native to the depressing limita‑
tions of parliament and Labour 
parties that mirrored the right.

It showed that revolution 
is possible—and that it can 
change the world.

The Tunisian police drag a protester away

Fighting for change

A MEMORIAL to Mohamed 
Bouazizi (above) Workers 
gathered outside UGTT 
headquarters in the capital of 
Tunis (right)

EYEWITNESS 
TUNISIA

‘The crisis for the revolution 
is also a crisis for the regime’

Tunisian socialist 
Jaouhar Bani says 
revolution has left a 
regime in constant 
crisis—and increased 
outbursts of resistance
WHAT HAPPENED in Tunisia 
after the fall of Ben Ali 
was obscured as attention 
moved to uprisings in Egypt, 
Syria and Libya—and their 
counter‑revolutions.

Tunisians didn’t face 
the same horrific level of 
repression. But they didn’t 
win a regime that came close 
to meeting their demands for 
social justice.

Instead they still grapple 
with poverty, unemployment 
and corruption—and a series 
of governments in constant 
crisis. 

That’s why Tunisian 
socialist Jaouhar Bani says the 
revolution “hasn’t succeeded”.

“We cannot just celebrate,” 
he told Socialist Worker.

The first elections after the 
fall of Ben Ali ended with a 
coalition government led by 
the Islamist party Ennahda, 
previously outlawed by 
Ben Ali.

Jaouhar explained that it 
“represented a party that had 
been exiled and repressed by 
the regime, and so was on the 
same side as the population”.

“But Ennahda knew they 
had to rule, and rule in the 
same old way,” he said. 

“You wouldn’t call them 
counter‑revolutionary, but 
they wanted to stop the 
revolutionary process.”

Demands
The new government was 
caught between the demands 
of those who elected it 
and those of the rich. 

Investors attracted by the 
poor workers’ rights that 
existed under Ben Ali’s regime 
began to pull their money out 
after his fall.

Ennahda implemented free 
market reforms including fuel 
subsidy cuts, price rises and 
ending public sector hiring.

Tunisians soon struck and 
protested against the new 
government—whose police 
forces responded with violent 
repression.

When left wing opposition 
politicians Chokri Belaid 

and Mohamed Brahimi were 
assassinated within months 
of each other in 2013, 
there were huge strikes and 
protests.

Many people accused 
Ennahda of being complicit in 
the killings. It was forced to 
dissolve the government and 
call new elections in 2014.

Yet Belaid and Brahimi’s 
left wing Popular Front 
coalition party got barely 
4 percent in the election. 

Jaouhar says it hadn’t 
offered an independent 
left wing alternative, and 
in practice backed what it 
saw as a “progressive or less 
reactionary bourgeoisie.”

Governments that 
followed continued with the 
same pro‑market policies 
demanded by the rich.

The rate of unemployment 
in Tunisia now—16 percent—
is worse than it was when the 
revolution began in 2010.

The main opposition—the 
right wing Free Destourian 
Party—says life was better 
under Ben Ali’s regime.

Jaouhar says this is one 
result of the constant crisis 
of the Tunisian ruling 
class since the revolution. 

The other side is repeated 
outbursts of resistance by 
ordinary people constantly 
pushed to fight for better—
mostly in regions outside the 
main cities. 

People demand more jobs 
and a more equal distribution 
of wealth. 

Mining and energy 
industries sap resources out 
of their areas—but ordinary 
people don’t benefit.

Strikes
Just last month strikes and 
protests demanding jobs 
shut down Tunisia’s entire 
phosphate industry—hugely 
important to the economy.

“After the dictatorship it 
has been easier for people to 
protest,” said Jaouhar. 

“There is still the prospect 
of fighting because of the 
continued crisis.

“Once every one or two 
years there is a small uprising 
in the winter time. 

“It’s when people feel the 
weight of poverty more. It’s 
also around the anniversary 
of the revolution.”

It was not inevitable that 
the Tunisian revolution would 
be blocked from winning 
fundamental change. 

Building stronger 
workers’ organisation, and 
a revolutionary left, will be 
crucial for giving the battles 
to come a better chance of 
success.

Jaouhar warned that the 
left in Tunisia must connect 
with the demands and 
struggles of ordinary people. 

“The possibilities are 
there,” he said. “The crisis for 
the revolution is also a crisis 
for the regime.”

CLERKS AND justice officials protested outside a Tunis 
court in November to demand better conditions

The left in 
Tunisia must 
connect with 
the struggles of 
ordinary people 

‘‘ 



I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker with a monthly 
direct debit of £5
Name  ...............................................................................

Address .............................................................................

..........................................................................................

Postcode  ..........................................................................

E-mail  .............................................................................

Phone  ..............................................................................
I would like ____ extra papers to sell 
(this will not be deducted from my bank account)

For official use only—this is not part of the instructions to 
your bank/building society

Sherborne Publications,  
PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay 
by direct debit

Originator identification no.   n n n n n n
Our reference no.  

n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n
1. Name and full postal address of your bank or building 
society
To the manager:

Bank/building society  ....................................................

Address  ........................................................................

Postcode  .......................................................................

2. Name(s) of account holder(s)

....................................................................................

3. Branch sort code  nn / nn / nn

4. Bank/building society account no.  

nnnnnnnn
5. Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Sherborne Publications direct debits from 
the account detailed on this instruction subject to 
the safeguards assured by the direct debit guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may remain with 
Sherborne Publications and, if so,  details will be passed 
electronically to my bank or building society.

Signature(s)  .............................................................

Date  ........................................................................

Banks and building societies may not accept 
Direct Debit instructions from some types of account 

Direct debit guarantee
nThis Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.
nIf there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Sherborne Publications will notify you ten working 
days in advance of  your account being debited or as otherwise 
agreed. If you request Sherborne Publications to collect a payment, 
confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time 
of the request.
nIf an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by 
Sherborne Publications or your bank or building society you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your 
bank or building society.
n If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back 

when Sherborne Publications asks you to.
nYou can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting 
your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. 
Please also notify us.

9 7 3 3 5 5

Socialist Worker Subscriptions
Post PO Box 74955 London E16 9EJ 
Phone 020 7840 5601 
Web www.socialistworker.co.uk

Subscribe to Socialist Worker
Have Socialist Worker delivered with your post every week for a direct debit of £5 a month

JOIN THE
 SOCIALIST

 WORKERS
  PARTY

Yes, I'd like to be a member
I’d like more information and to receive emails

Name  ...................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

Postcode  ..................................

Phone  ...................................................................................................

Email  ....................................................................................................
Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 74955  
London E16 9EJ. Phone 020 7840 5602  
Email membership@swp.org.uk SWP

Solidarity with prisoners over the holidays
AS THE holiday season 
approaches, Socialist 
Worker asks readers to 
write to political prisoners 
and those who have 
suffered at the hands 
of the system to show 
solidarity

Brendan McConville  
Roe 4 C7604
HMP Maghaberry
Old Road
Upper Ballinderry 
Lisburn 
BT28 2PT
bit.ly/McConville1220

George Black
A3887AE, HMP Wakefield
Love Lane, Wakefield
WF2 9AG
bit.ly/Black1220

Norman Grant
A8832AM, C Wing
HMP Whitemoor
Long Hill Road
March 
PE15 0PR
bit.ly/Grant1220

Robert Knapp
A7878AG
HMP Whitemoor
Long Hill Road
March PE15 0PR

Glyn Razzell
A0744AK
HMP Hollesley Bay
Woodbridge IP12 3JW
glynrazzell.org.uk

Julian Assange
A9379AY HMP Belmarsh,
Western Way, London
SE28 0EB writejulian.com

Mark Alexander
A8819AL HMP Coldingley
Shaftesbury Road
Bisley GU24 9EX
freemarkalexander.org

Lynton Fletcher
A9417AG HMP Featherstone
New Road, Featherstone
WV10 7PU

Wang Yam
A5928AL
HMP Lowdham Grange
Old Epperstone Road
NG14 7DA bit.ly/Wang1220

Keith Rose
A7780AG HMP Coldingley
Shaftesbury Road
Bisley GU24 9EX

Kevan Thakrar
A4907AE
HMP Full Sutton
Stamford Bridge
YO41 1PS
justiceforkevan.org

Roger Khan
A5724AY
HMP Oakwood
Oaks Drive
Featherstone 
WV10 7QD

Justice for the Birminghm 
Four See bit.ly/SWonB4

Naweed Ali
A0531CJ
HMP Frankland
Brasside 
Durham
DH1 5YD

Tahir Aziz
A8301DV
HMP Whitemoor
Long Hill Road
March 
PE15 0PR

Mohibur Rahman
A3480AZ
HMP Frankland
Brasside 
Durham
DH1 5YD

Khobaib Hussain
A0537CJ
HMP Long Lartin
South Littleton
Evesham
WR11 8TZ

YOUR LETTER can tell prisoners they are not forgotten                      Picture: chmee2/WikiPedia 

How to write 
to prisoners
WHEN WRITING to a 
prisoner
lInclude the prisoner 
number on this list and 
the full address for the 
prison
lThe sender must 
include their full name 
and address on the back 
of the letter 
lIn most prisons letters 
are opened, searched, 
and can be read before 
being given to the 
prisoner
lIf you send greetings 
cards these should be 
of reasonable size and 
must not be padded or 
pouched
lLetters must have 
sufficient postage to cover 
the costs
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by SADIE ROBINSON

A SERIES of strikes at an east 
London school has lifted the lid 
on an ugly culture of bullying in 
education.

NEU union members at the 
London Design and Engineering 
free school are demanding the 
reinstatement of their rep, Sharon 
Morgan (see below). But Sharon 
isn’t the only one victimised after 
organising at work.

NEU rep Louise Lewis was sus-
pended from North Huddersfield 
Trust School in October. And John 
Boken, an NEU rep at Shrewsbury 
College, is facing disciplinary action. 

When bosses dismissed John’s 
complaints about bullying and 
racism, he could have “kept my 
head down and carried on”.

But John told Socialist Worker 
that, as a union rep, that wasn’t an 
option. “How could I expect other 
workers to come forward with com-
plaints if I didn’t myself?” he said.

John, who works in the IT depart-
ment, had also raised concerns 
about safety during the pandemic, 
and has been “a very active rep”. 

But this activity appears to have 
made him a target.

“The department’s attitude 
towards me has always been neg-
ative,” he said. “They complained 
about me always being on strike. 
There’s a toxic environment.”

John described email trails where 
he and another worker had been 
denigrated and bullied. When he 
contacted his boss “she defended 
the bullies”. And the pandemic saw 
workers’ lives get harder still.

“During lockdown I was looking 
after two children under the age of 
four,” said John. “I was struggling to 
do marking at the same time, deal 
with emails. Nothing I ever did was 
good enough.”

Complaint
When workers returned to the col-
lege, John was told a complaint 
had been made about him. He was 
forced to wait weeks to hear the 
outcome of an “investigation” by a 
senior member of staff.

“They just delay and delay, and it 
makes you feel really stressed,” he 
said. “One moment I’m OK and the 
next I’m in despair. 

I’ve got a wife and two young 
children, and my wife is pregnant. 
We’re going into the Christmas 
period and we’ve got this hanging 
over our heads.”

But John said NEU members at 
the college, who are currently bal-
loting for strikes, are “100 percent” 
behind him. And hearing about 
his victimisation has led to other 
 workers raising issues too.

The culture of bullying in educa-
tion has been encouraged by a Tory 

drive to weaken unions. The strikes 
should be a focus for the whole NEU 
and the trade union movement 

“As education secretary Michael 
Gove made it a lot harder for 
union reps in education,” said 
John. “Since Covid-19, union reps 
have found their voice again. And 
 managements are panicking.

“They don’t want to go back to a 
situation where teachers had some 
say over what happens in educa-
tion. I need people to vote for strikes 
because we need to stop this.” 
Send messages of support for John 
Boken to jean.evanson@neu.org.uk

BACK STORY
School workers are fighting 
victimisation
lNEU union rep Sharon Morgan 
was suspended at the London 
Design and Engineering free 
school in east London 
lIt came after rep Louise 
Lewis was suspended at North 
Huddersfield Trust School in 
October
lUnion rep John Boken is facing 
disciplinary action at Shrewsbury 
College. NEU members at the 
college are balloting for strikes

WORKERS JOIN a picket line outside the London Design and Engineering free school  Picture: MiriaM Scharf 

LDE free school strikers are fighting for 
a ‘better school for staff and students’ 
 by MIRIAM SCHARF

NEU UNION members at the LDE 
free school in east London are 
fighting for the reinstatement of 
sacked NEU rep Sharon Morgan 
and better contracts.

They have struck for six days 
so far—and plan a further six 
days next term. Strikers see the 
walkouts as their only chance to 
make the school better for staff 
and students.

Several strikers told Socialist 
Worker that, when they first came 
to the school, things were very 
different. They described having 
specialised, first class equipment 
for design and engineering.

“I came to work here because 
there was a vision that was really 
in the interests of students,” 
said one. “It was giving them 
opportunities they wouldn’t get 
anywhere else in the borough.”

The striker said there was a 
“broad curriculum” and good 
conditions, such as a no homework 
policy and 50-minute lunch break.

This changed after the Ofsted 
schools inspectorate said the 
school “requires improvement”. 
Management then brought in more 

hours of contact time and cut the 
lunch break to ten minutes.

Homework was expected for 
every class. 

Everything started to be 
monitored. And there was no 
consultation about the changes.

Earlier this year, management 
brought in new, heavier 
timetables. “That’s when I joined 
the union,” said one striker. 

Others joined too, and the union 
group elected Sharon as their rep.

But when they tried to discuss 
their issues, management began to 
attack Sharon, then dismissed her.

Pandemic
Conditions got worse during the 
pandemic. 

Teachers were told to open 
windows. But triple-glazing was 
installed as the school looks out 
onto City Airport. 

In an already overcrowded 
classroom with design technology 
equipment, not hearing 
instructions is a safety issue.

No discussion of this and other 
issues related to Covid-19 was 
tolerated.

Bullying and intimidation have 
made it harder to organise. The 

majority of NEU members voted to 
strike, but not all of them are out. 

One striker said, “There are 
people who feel very vulnerable, 
they want to support us. We have 
to be their voice.”

But the strike can also give 
people confidence. “I was anxious 
but we’ve had a couple of meetings 
where we all came together 
to reaffirm why this strike is 
necessary,” one teacher explained.

“Things are stressful enough 
with the pandemic—we don’t need 
extra pressure.”

The school has made some 
changes since the action began, 
such as slightly improving 
contracts. But much more is 
needed.

The NEU has agreed a further 
six strike days next term, starting 
on 13 and 14 January.

Sharon told pickets last week 
that it’s worth fighting. She thanked 
them for their “support and 
bravery”. And she said, “We can get 
them to listen to us to get a better 
school for all staff and students.”

Send messages of support to ldeutc.
neu@gmail.com and louise.cuffaro@
neu.org.uk Sign the petition at  
actionnetwork.org/petitions/sharon

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

Strikes confront the bullying 
and victimisation of union reps
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AIRPORT WORKERS

Heathrow workers in 
fight over contracts 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

WORKERS AT London 
Heathrow Airport rallied 
in cars on Monday against 
bosses’ plans to fire and 
rehire. 

The rally came as Unite 
union members’ struck over 
Heathrow Airport Limited 
(HAL) bosses’ attempts to 
force around 4,000 workers’ 
onto inferior contracts. 

The move could cost 
 workers up to £8,000 a 
year—a pay cut of around 25 
percent. 

Workers had already 
struck for 24 hours at the 
beginning of the month and 
planned further walkouts 
before Christmas.

Action
T h e  a c t i o n  i n v o l v e s 
f i ref ighters ,  engineers, 
campus security, baggage 
operations, central terminal 
operations and landside and 
airside operations.

Wayne King,  Unite ’s 
regional coordinating officer, 
said workers had “ramped 
up” strikes after bosses 
refused to budge. “HAL has 
refused to withdraw its deci-
sion to brutally fire and rehire 

its loyal staff,” he said. 
 “The airport’s success was 

built on its workforce, who 
have continued to ensure 
it operates throughout the 
pandemic, on occasion 
risking their health.

“HAL has repaid them by 

conducting the most brutal 
fire and rehire operation ever 
seen in Britain.”

King added, “HAL would 
rather pay millions on arrang-
ing for contingencies during 
the strike then agree a fair 
deal for its loyal workforce. 

It is using Covid-19 as a cover 
to force through long-held 
plans to cut workers’ pay. 

“This is about greed not 
need.” The strikes against 
HAL should link up w ith the 
BA cargo workers’ fight (see 
below).  

BRITISH AIRWAYS

BA cargo workers are also 
in a ‘fire and rehire’ battle
CARGO WORKERS employed 
by British Airways (BA) at 
Heathrow Airport were set 
for nine days’ of strikes 
beginning on Christmas Day.

Over 840 Unite union 
members voted 98 percent 
in favour of action. 

They are fighting 
against British Airways’ 
attempts to fire and 
rehire the workforce. 

The cargo workers face 
pay cuts of 20-25 percent 
of their pay. They are also 
threatened with cuts in 
their terms and conditions.

Delayed
Unite delayed announcing 
strike dates to allow 
BA “a final opportunity 
to come forward with 
a meaningful offer”. 

Predictably the bosses 
have not done so. Given the 
huge reduction in passenger 
numbers, it is the one part 
of the BA business which 

has remained profitable 
throughout the pandemic.

Unite assistant general 
secretary Howard Beckett 
said, “Unite has bent over 
backwards to give British 
Airways the opportunity 
to make a fair offer to 
its cargo workers. 

“Now Unite has no 
option but to announce 
a series of strikes.”

Strikes were set to 
begin on 25 December 
and will end at midnight 
on 2 January.

It’s right to strike 
and there should be no 
acceptance of any pay 
cuts as there have been in 
other parts of aviation.

 The cargo workers are 
in a very strong position 
given the chaos at British 
ports which is hitting 
imports and exports.

They can defeat BA 
and demonstrate that pay 
cuts are not inevitable.

CAMPAIGNING AT Heathrow                                                                       Picture: Guy Smallman 

Rolls-Royce at key stage
WORKERS AT Rolls-Royce 
Barnoldswick were continuing 
their strikes to save jobs 
up to Christmas Eve. 

Unite union members at 
the aero engineering factory 
in Lancashire walked out in 
November over bosses’ plans to 
slash 350 jobs and outsource 
production. 

Bosses escalated the dispute 
at the beginning of this month 
with a Christmas lockout, 
shutting down the factory until 
the New Year.

One striker said, “No one 
wants to be on strike in the 
North of England in the middle 
of December. 

“Yet there’s been 100 
percent support because we 

all recognise that we have to 
fight for our jobs and we have 
to fight for our communities 
and for our families, because 
there’s no alternative.” 

He added, “I think everyone 
accepts Christmas is going to 
be different this year.

“But the reality for many 
of the workers here is that 
without these jobs, Christmas 
could be different every year.” 

If Rolls-Royce bosses get 
away with pushing through the 
attacks in Barnoldswick, they 
will increase attacks across the 
company.

The action against the attack 
must spread.
lMessages of support to  
ross.quinn@unitetheunion.org

Optare workers won’t give 
up in long battle over pay
WORKERS AT bus 
manufacturer Optare 
near Leeds were “staying 
strong” as they began their 
ninth week of industrial 
action over pay. 

Unite union members 
at the factory struck on 
Monday and Tuesday of 
this week. They planned 
to strike on Thursday and 
Friday, and for more days 
from 21 December.

Kevin, a Unite member, 
said workers are fed up 
with bosses “poking us 
in the chest all the time, 
creating tension”. 

“It’ll be three years come 
February when we first 
started discussing a pay rise,” 
he told Socialist Worker. 

“Optare CEO Graham 
Belgum promised us an 
above 1 percent rise, but then 

he said he never said that.
“They offered us Christmas 

Eve off if we came back 
to work, but we rejected 
it by a big number.” 

Workers are also angry 
about plans to outsource 
31 workers to an agency. 

Kevin said, “While 
outsourcing is not officially 
part of the action, it makes 
the feeling stronger.” 

Bosses have claimed 
the industrial action isn’t 
having an impact. But 
Kevin argued it already 
has—and that pressure will 
increase on the company. 

“They have new orders 
and they need us,” he said.  
lDonate to the strike fund. 
Account: Unite NE/200/1 
Optare Branch. Account 
number: 20327132 sort code: 
60-83-01

Gosh—it’s a 
success story
CLEANING workers in the  
UVW union have forced 
management at Great 
Ormond Street Children’s 
hospital (GOSH) to bring 
hundreds of outsourced 
cleaning staff back in house.

Many of the cleaning staff at 
the hospital are outsourced to 
multinational contractor OCS. 

But from 1 August they will 
be NHS employees. 

This victory is the result of 
months of campaigning and a 
readiness to fight.

The UVW held a consultative 
ballot which saw a unanimous 
vote in favour of strikes. 

The threat pushed 
management to concede some 
of the workers’ demands. 

Genevieve a cleaner at the 
hospital, said, “Being in-house 
and an NHS staff member is the 
best thing that has happened 
to me.

“We can now get all the 
benefits that the NHS offers and 
we will no longer have to come 
to work when we are sick.”

A mood for 
strikes at BT
TELECOMS WORKERS at BT, 
Openreach and EE have voted 
by 98 percent in favour of 
strikes, in a consultative ballot 
organised by the CWU union.

BT bosses are pushing 
ahead with a “restructure” that 
would sack hundreds—if not 
thousands—of workers, and 
assault pay and conditions.

But CWU members said they 
would back strikes, in a ballot 
with a turnout of over  
74 percent.

CWU general secretary Dave 
Ward said, “Our members have 
stood up and I have absolute 
confidence they would deliver 
in an official ballot as well.

“If it had been a genuine 
strike ballot, it would have given 
the union an overwhelming 
mandate for action under the 
Tories’ anti-union laws.”

The CWU described the result 
as a “warning shot” and called 
for new talks. The best way to 
fight the job cuts is to build on 
the campaign and push ahead 
with a proper strike ballot.

CLEANERS TELECOMS

HUNDREDS OF Bradford 
bus drivers are preparing to 
walk out over “dangerously 
unsuitable” scheduling at 
First West Yorkshire. 

Some 300 Unite union 
members voted to strike so 
the firm would restore staff 
schedules to pre-pandemic 
levels. 

Bus drivers are reporting 
a return to normal passenger 
figures yet are forced to 
work the extended shifts that 
bosses brought in during the 
first lockdown. 

Workers are planning to 
announce strikes in January. 

Darren Rushworth, Unite 
regional officer, said, “The 
conditions drivers are 
operating under are unsafe for 
themselves and the public.”

nTWO STRIKES could be on 
the way in London as drivers 
begin voting on action. 

Workers at the RATP firm, 
which runs some services in 

west London, are set to begin 
a strike ballot over pay and 
proposed cuts to their terms 
and conditions. 

And some 3,000 workers 
at Metroline, which operates 
bus routes in north and north 
west London, are also due to 
start voting on strikes soon. 

The Metroline workers are 
battling remote sign on—a 
process where drivers start 
work at locations away from 
garages. 

The bosses’ push to 
introduce remote sign on 
will make bus routes more 
dangerous for workers 
and passengers during the 
pandemic. 

Workers, who are members 
of Unite, voted by 97 percent 
to strike against remote sign 
on in October. But bosses 
used Tory anti-trade union 
laws to contest the ballot. 

The laws must not be 
allowed to prevent effective 
action.

BUS DRIVERS

ENGINEERING

BUS BUILDERS

Fights coming on the buses 
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  HOMELESSNESS  
 AT RECORD HIGH
by ISABEL RINGROSE

HOMELESSNESS IN London 
now stands at a 15-year 
record high, councils have 
warned.

“Worst-ever levels” mean 
62,670 households are living 
in temporary accommo-
dation—two thirds of the 
overall figure for England.

This includes 89,850 chil-
dren from the capital who 
were set to spend Christmas in 
temporary accommodation.

Homelessness has skyrock-
eted during the pandemic. 

But  as  temperatures 
plunge, spaces in hostels and 
shelters are limited to ensure 
social distancing.

More than 700 people in 
London are thought to be 
sleeping rough and around 
3,000 are in emergency 
accommodation.

Dead
Last week two homeless 
people were found dead in 
Oxford.

One was a Polish national, 
another a Latvian national. 
The government has threat-
ened to deport  rough 
sleepers, making them less 
likely to come forward to 
access services.

Last week another man 
was found dead at a Glasgow 
hotel used to house the city’s 
homeless population.

The death is believed to 
be the ninth at the Alexander 
Thomson Hotel on Argyle 
Street. 

It has been used for 
emergency shelter for the 
homeless during since March.

At the start of the pan-
demic, the government 
claimed it would end rough 
sleeping and provide decent 
accommodation. But that 

was a lie. During the first 
lockdown, the government 
funded 15,000 hotel stays for 
the homeless. 

But disgracefully this was 
not repeated in the second 
lockdown.

An estimated 778 homeless 

people registered in England 
and Wales died in 2019—
that’s 52 more than in 2018.

This was the highest 
number of deaths since the 
figures began to be collected 
in 2013.

And as more people face 

homelessness, the London 
Councils group said there 
is “extreme pressure” on 
services.

Temporary accommoda-
tion accounts for 80 percent 
of homelessness budgets. 

Cost
If the government made more 
social housing available, this 
cost would be dramatically 
reduced.

London Councils called 
for changes to the welfare 
system, long-term funding 
plans for homelessness ser-
vices and a boost to social 
housing.

More than one in ten rough 
sleepers nationwide are now 
under 25—the highest level 
recorded. 

But separate emergency 
hotel accommodation for this 
group has been shelved due 
to lack of funding.

Job losses, a short-lived 
eviction ban, and government 
funding cuts have escalated 
the problem. 

Councils and charities are 
left to try and pick up the 
pieces.

During a global pandemic, 
the Tories have left record 
levels of adults and children 
without a permanent home 
this Christmas.

RECORD NUMBERS of people are now homeless in London  Picture: Guy Smallman 

  Tories put safety and environment at risk with plans for new nuclear plant
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

THE TORIES have 
restarted negotiations over 
funding a new £20 billion 
nuclear power plant at 
Sizewell C in Suffolk. 

If, as expected, the 
project goes ahead, 
the cash will head for 
multinational company 
EDF.

The Financial Times 
newspaper said the news 
will “delight nuclear 
industry executives who 
have been waiting since 
last year for signs that the 
government was prepared 
to forge ahead with 
another large new plant to 

replace Britain’s current 
fleet of ageing reactors”.

The Tories insist that 
nuclear power can help 
to offset the effects of 
climate change. And 
unsurprisingly, so do 
energy bosses.

One EDF spokesperson 
said, “Sizewell C has 
a vital role to play in 
tackling the climate crisis 
and helping the UK meet 
its net zero target.

“When complete, 
Sizewell C will deliver a 
biodiversity net gain to the 
area.”

Environmental activists 
aren’t fooled by these lies.

Last week protesters 
gathered to oppose the 

cutting down of woodland 
in order to clear space for 
Sizewell C.

Suffolk Wildlife Trust 
said the new plant would 
have a “devastating” 
impact. It would destroy 
an area of outstanding 
natural beauty the size of 
900 football pitches, rare 
wildlife habitats and ten 
hectares of a protected site.

Nuclear power is not 
clean energy. It creates 
tonnes of radioactive 
waste.

Repeated nuclear 
disasters have caused 
deaths and widespread 
pollution that can affect an 
area for decades.

Nuclear power is 

dangerous—and it isn’t 
needed. 

Renewable power such 
as offshore wind is already 
much cheaper than 
expensive nuclear.

Greenpeace UK said, 
“This money would be far 
better spent on a flexible 
grid that can handle 
the shedloads of cheap 
renewables increasingly 
powering the UK.” 

Yet the Tories are 
determined to push ahead 
because of the relationship 
between nuclear energy 
and nuclear weapons. 

They put maintaining 
the ability to manufacture 
weapons above safety and 
the environment.Sizewell C—a dangerous, expensive and unnecessary development
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