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HEALTH SERVICE

Nationalise all 
private healthcare 
to protect the NHS
PRIVATE HEALTH firms 
are cashing in while the  
NHS Covid crisis grows. 

As NHS hospitals cancel 
many operations, routine 
surgery continues in the 
“independent sector”.

And firms siphon off NHS 
doctors to treat their fee-
paying patients. Private health 
care should be nationalised. 
>>Page 20

EDUCATION

Nursery workers 
are ‘incensed’ 
by Tory plans
EARLY YEARS workers 
are resisting Tory plans 
to force them into 
unsafe workplaces.

Many have defied the 
government and refused to 
return. 

Nursery teacher Paula 
said, “What we are doing 
is stopping the virus from 
killing people.”
>>Page 3 

RESISTANCE

Workers hold the 
power and can 
change the world 
EDUCATION workers’ 
refusal to return to unsafe 
workplaces showed that 
workers have immense power. 

Workers play a role that 
no other group does, in 
producing profits for the 
bosses. This means they can 
bring the system to a halt.
>>Pages 14&15
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 Israeli firm gains from Tories’  
 military training outsourcing 
THE BORIS Johnson gov-
ernment has recent ly 
awarded a contract for run-
ning the Navy and Marine 
training establishments, 
including all 16 onshore 
naval bases, to the Fisher 
Training consortium.

The contract is for twelve 
years and is worth £1 billion.

The outsourcing of parts 
of the military began under 
former Tory prime minister 
Margaret Thatcher and was 
pushed forward under Tony 
Blair’s New Labour.

The process includes the 
use of armed mercenaries in 
combat roles.

Babcock was the chosen 
provider for naval and marine 
training. But its position was 
challenged by US compa-
nies Raytheon and Lockheed 
Martin.

Even for the Johnson gov-
ernment, handing over naval 

and marine training to US 
companies was probably a 
step too far. So the contract 
has been awarded to the 
Fisher Training consortium. 

This is headed up by Capita 
but Raytheon is also heavily 
involved.

The involvement of Capita, 
with its reputation for incom-
petence and occasional 

corruption, has attracted most 
attention. Apparently, it is 
even joked at the Ministry of 
Defence that the awarding of 
the contract is part of an army 
plot to destroy the navy.

Certainly it has served to 
distract attention from the 
role of Raytheon. But while 
the involvement of a giant US 
military company is serious 

enough, another partner in 
the consortium is the Israeli 
company, Elbit Systems.

Based in Haifa, Elbit 
Systems generated nearly  
£3 billion in revenue in 2018. 

The company has long 
had a global presence, oper-
ating subsidiaries in many 
countries.

It has been accused of 
providing spyware which 
has been used against the 
Palestinians and also against 
dissidents and journalists in 
other countries, including 
Britain.

It has been the target of 
successful disinvestment cam-
paigns in Norway, Sweden 
and Denmark. 

Unfortunately we cannot 
look to the Labour Party to 
take up this issue. Indeed 
even mentioning it would 
probably get people expelled. 
John Newsinger

lA COUNCIL committee has voted for a 
review of plans to underwrite a £100,000 

unveiling ceremony for a statue of former 
Tory prime minister Margaret Thatcher.

Previously, South Kesteven district council 
had agreed to fund the event, due to be 
held in Grantham, Lincolnshire, this year. 

At a public meeting recently held to 
discuss the ceremony, one person logged 
in with the name Arthur Scargill.

 Saudi law breaches  
 left out of secret log
AIR STRIKES in Yemen, 
many involving civilian 
casualties, have not 
been recorded in the 
government’s secret 
log of alleged breaches 
of international 
humanitarian law.

The log was revealed 
only when the government 
faced a legal challenge 
over its decision to grant 
British arms manufacturers 
export licences to sell 
weapons to Saudi Arabia 
for use in Yemen.

By last July more than 
500 possible breaches had 
been recorded.

But in a conflict in which 
Saudi-led forces have 
conducted over 20,000 
air strikes, the real figure 
must be much higher.

In January 2018 an air 
strike on a bridge and a 
market in Al-Mufdhah 
area, Qaflah Athr district, 
killed 17 people. 

The Ministry of Defence 
has confirmed this attack 
is not on the database.

A September 2015 
air strike on a funeral 
gathering in Khabb wa ash 
Sha’af district, in which 
30 people died, isn’t on it 
either.

Travelodge backs down 
after threat to worker
HOTEL giant Travelodge 
refused to put a single 
mother on furlough after 
her daughter’s primary 
school was shut.

Schools were closed 
across the country last 
week as part of a new 
lockdown.

But the Tories have 
left parents and children 
without support.

Bosses told a 
housekeeper she would 
be marked as “absent 
without pay” if she did 
not turn up for work.

The housekeeper, 
who asked not to be 
named, feared being 
left penniless after 
being snubbed by her 
employers.

She said, “They’ve put 
a gun to my head—it’s 
either starve or resign. 

“I can’t just wait with 
no wages for however 
long it is until the school 
reopens.”

Travelodge, which runs 
560 hotels, U-turned 
after pressure from the 
Sunday Mirror newspaper.

Covid-19 helps 
private health
THE VULTURES are 
gathering to feed off the 
health crisis.

Britain’s private 
healthcare providers hope 
for a “coronavirus bounce” 
over the next four years 
driven by a potential  
£10 billion worth of 
contracts with the NHS.

More than 90 providers, 
including two of the 
biggest, Spire Healthcare 
and privately-owned Circle 
Healthcare, have signed 
up to the four-year deal 
with NHS England. 

It starts in March and 
they are expecting big 
profits.

Shares of Spire have 
tripled since the start of 
the pandemic.

Charles Weston, an 
analyst at RBC Wealth 
Management, said that the 
coronavirus crisis “should 
drive more NHS work into 
the independent hospital 
sector”.

Last March, the 
NHS agreed to pay the 
operating costs of the 
private providers to 
help them survive the 
pandemic. This includes 
rent, interest payments 
and staffing.

The government has so 
far refused to reveal the 
cost of the deal.

The crisis in the NHS, 
and its inability to carry 
out many procedures, 
have also boosted private 
firms.

HCA healthcare said it 
was performing double 
the number of self-
pay procedures in hip 
surgeries, cataracts and 
abdominal operations 
during the pandemic.

Thatcher—in statue form

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘Wonderful news’
Labour leader Keir Starmer 
celebrates the vaccinations of 
royal parasites

‘I am deeply 
afraid for 
the future of 
freedom in my 
country’
Peter Hitchens, Mail on 
Sunday journalist, says he is 
censored for opposing Covid 
restrictions

‘The new Red 
Guards’
How Hitchens describes those 
who challenge right wing views

‘The world is 
laughing at 
America & Mao, 
Lenin, & Stalin 
are smiling’
Don Trump Jr reacts to the 
closing down of President 
Trump’s Twitter account

‘Almost 
breathless’
Former Commons speaker 
John Bercow on Theresa May’s 
praise for Donald Trump

‘The National 
Union of 
Mineworkers of 
this generation’
What one Tory MP called the 
NEU union after it said workers 
should refuse to attend unsafe 
schools

‘Too weak’
How two senior Tories view 
education secretary Gavin 
Williamson
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lMORE THAN 70,000 households 
have been made homeless 

during the coronavirus pandemic.
The figures, compiled by the 

Observer newspaper, show the weak-
ness of Tory pledges to prevent evic-
tions. Some 207,543 households 
approached their local council for help 
with homelessness between the start 
of April and end of November 2020.

Some 70,309 were homeless.

A Saudi air strike in Yemen

Travelodge—under fire

CAPITA IS central to the privatised training regime

Free speech--- 
for the right
A GROUP of students who 
thought they had joined 
a group to defend free 
speech say they were 
censored if they weren’t 
right wing enough.

They say the Free 
Speech Youth Advisory 
Board is actually a front 
for right wing Tory Toby 
Young’s Free Speech 
Union (FSU) group. 

Graduate Charlotte 
Nurnberg said, “The 
group started with quite 
diverse viewpoints. But 
very quickly that got shut 
down.”

The FSU appears to 
be particularly irked by 
“anti-racism” initiatives in 
workplaces and by people 
who fight for trans rights.

The FSU says it could 
support people who are 
“targeted by a digital 
outrage mob”.



EDUCATION
Government 
wants more 
children in 
school 
THE TORIES are desperate 
to undermine the impact 
of workers’ mass refusal to 
return to full schools. 

Under the lockdown, 
schools and colleges should 
only be open to vulnerable 
students or those with key 
worker parents.

But the Tories have 
expanded the number of 
children in these groups.  

For instance, during 
the lockdown in March, a 
child could attend school in 
person if both parents were 
key workers. 

Now they are able to 
attend if one parent is 

a key worker. And the 
government has asked 
schools “not to limit” the 
number of children of key 
workers allowed back to 
schools.

The Tories have said 
that children who don’t 
have the technology or the 
space to learn at home are 
“vulnerable.”

Children that are classed 
as vulnerable by the 
government include those 
that are living in temporary 
accommodation and those 
who are carers. 

The classification 
also includes children 
that are adopted and 
those who are on special 
guardianship orders as 
being “vulnerable.” 

This is set to massively 
increase the number of 
children who can attend 
in-person classes. Kevin 
Courtney, joint general 
secretary of the NEU union, 
said the number of children 
in primary schools last 
week was “far higher” than 
it was in March. 

It’s urgent that activists 
continue to resist the  
Tories and push their 
unions to keep fighting 
any unsafe working in 
education.

 Nursery workers are now 
‘incensed’ by Tory plans 
by SADIE ROBINSON

EARLY YEARS workers  are 
 resisting Tory plans to force them 
into unsafe workplaces.  

The lockdown in England does not 
affect nurseries or other early years 
settings. 

The Tories expect these to remain 
open—despite workers reporting 
 outbreaks of the virus last term.

Julie is a nursery worker and 
Unison union rep in York. Staff at 
her school refused to return to work, 
writing to the head and citing Section 
44 of the Employment Rights Act. 

The action, by around 20 NEU and 
Unison union members, forced the 
school to close to most children on 
Monday of last week. 

“Handing in the letter collec-
tively made a difference,” Julie told 
Socialist Worker. “People were elated 
about what happened. 

“And when the government 
announced the lockdown they felt 
vindicated—we were right.”  

Julie explained that the action 
meant staff could plan online lessons.

And she said very young children 
find it the most difficult to under-
stand coronavirus measures.  

Dangerous
“My nursery class is the biggest in 
school and it’s the most dangerous,” 
she said. “Hand washing is pointless. 
Kids immediately put their hands 
in their mouths or in other people’s 
mouths.”  

Workers took similar action in 
schools across England last week. 

They showed that it’s possible 
to resist being pushed into unsafe 
settings. 

But the Tories still want to force 
more children into schools (see 
column).  

Hundreds of people joined an 
online meeting last week to discuss 
how to keep early years settings safe. 

They demanded the government 
give financial support to nurseries to 
support them in closing safely.  

Early years teacher and NEU 
member Elaine said, “I’m completely 
incensed by this situation. 

“If you close, you’re basically going 
to close your business down. But if 
you stay open, what is the health 
cost? This is the time for the union 
to really step up.”  

Nursery teacher Michaela said 
workers “are in a fight for our lives”. 
“Funding has come down to the 
survival of the setting or the life of 
people who attend the setting,” she 
said. “This is unacceptable.” 

Bella described how workers at 
her school, mostly non-unionised, 
had used Section 44 and refused to 
return to work. 

“We’re losing sleep over the fact 
that we’re not with those children,” 
she said. 

“But at some point you have to 
weigh up your own safety.  

“For us it has been a success. We’ve 
been furloughed until the February 
half term at least.

“I wanted people to know that it’s 
possible.”  

Cambridge nursery teacher Paula 
said the action has a widespread 
impact. “Children and workers are 

all connected into the community,” 
she said. “The transmission goes way 
beyond our settings.  

“What we are doing is stopping 
this virus from killing people.”  

Another nursery worker, Merike, 
said the government guidance made 
her feel “my life doesn’t matter”. 

“That is the message we have been 
given and I am disgusted,” she said. 
“We need to stand up and do some-
thing about this.” 

 . What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

EARLY YEARS workers are angry at government plans to keep nurseries open as usual

Children pushed back to school
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 Coronavirus  
 rips through  
 dangerously  
 overcrowded  
 hospitals 
by TOMÁŠ TENGELY-EVANS

DEATH HAS become a regular 
experience for Emily and her col-
leagues at Homerton Hospital in 
east London.

Increasing numbers of people 
are forced to endure prolonged and 
excruciating deaths and workers are 
stretched beyond breaking point. 

“Patients are so sick and dis-
tressed,” the occupational therapist 
told Socialist Worker, 

Emily says “there’s only a small 
section of the hospital that’s not” 
taken by coronavirus patients. 

“It’s people of all different ages,” 
she described. “Someone in inten-
sive care is in their 20s and very 
distressed. 

“I work on elderly care where 
70 year olds would normally be 
young for us, but there are patients 
from 30 to 90 year olds and that’s 
unusual.”

The terrible scenes inside and 
outside hospitals are about to get a 
lot worse. 

London’s hospitals are less 
than two weeks from being 
 overwhelmed—and that’s even 
under the “best” case scenario. A 
briefing from health officials showed 
that there would be a  shortfall of 
1,500 beds by 19 January if corona-
virus grew by 4 percent a day. 

Last Friday London mayor Sadiq 
Khan declared a “major incident” in 
the capital, warning that the spread 
of coronavirus was now “out of 
control”.

Shortfalls
These shortfalls would be despite 
the NHS and private hospitals 
increasing capacity. 

On 5 January the capital’s NHS 
already had an “unmitigated sur-
plus” of just 46 intensive care beds. 

If the scenarios happen ambu-
lances will simply have nowhere 
to discharge people, meaning more 
will die without care in their homes. 

Nurse Brenda feels “burned out” 
after working at an intensive ther-
apy unit (ITU/ICU) in east London. 
“ITUs are at their fullest capacity,” 
she told Socialist Worker. 

“Right now we have increased 

ITU beds by three times and they 
are already full.

“We are looking after more 
patients than we usually do. 

“Back in March nurses looking 
after two or three ITU patients was 
unusual—now it’s the norm within 
Covid-19 ITU’s.” 

In London and other cities ambu-
lances already have been forced to 
queue, sometimes for hours, outside 
hospitals. 

Some hospitals have had to 
turn away ambulances due to 
lack of beds of oxygen supplies. 
Nina, a dietitian who works on the  
frontline on wards in Hertfordshire, 
says they’ve “sent patients out to 
Leicester”. 

“We’ve had a much higher 
amount of patients than in the 
previous peak,” she told Socialist 
Worker.

“Intensive care is entirely Covid-
19, it’s been really challenging.”

Catherine, a nurse in central 
London, has “been on the wards 
for nearly 40 years and it feels 
different”. 

“I know people use the word 
unprecedented a lot, but it really 
is,” she told Socialist Worker. 

“The things that happened under 
the Tories in the 1980s when people 
were dying on trolleys—that’s hap-
pening again.”

The Tories and the right wing 
press have normalised daily death. 
It’s time for a reckoning. 

Workers’ names have been changed  

BACK STORY
Workers are battling to make 
understaffed, underfunded NHS 
services safe for patients
lHospitals are being stretched 
to their breaking point as critical 
care beds become filled up
lNurses are forced to look after 
several desperately ill people at 
one time
lThe Tories missed every 
opportunity to avoid a crisis that 
is claiming so many lives
lThey prioritise producing profit 
above people’s health

 Tories still spurn demands 
for NHS workers’ pay rise
HEALTH workers’ 
morale has gone 
through the floor. 

“I have seen some 
of my colleagues 
trying to cope with 
anxiety problems in 
the last few weeks,” 
said ITU nurse 
Brenda. 

“We were not 
feeling ready for 
another wave as we 

are still physically and 
emotionally affected 
from the last one.

“The mood is 
quite low. Health 
workers are usually 
quite resilient, but 
lately I have found a 
lot of my colleagues 
feeling burnout due 
to working under so 
much pressure for 
months now.” 

They are forced 
to cope with 
traumatising work 
environments, and yet 
Tory politicians are 
still denying them a 
measly pay rise. 

Health secretary 
Matt Hancock made 
sure to give health 
workers another slap 
in the face with his 
recent announcement 
that any pay 
increases would 
be “unfortunately 
delayed”. 

“We feel 
undervalued and 
insulted by how the 
government is treating 
us,” said Brenda. 

“Saying it’s not 
the time to talk 
about a pay rise for 
nurses after years of 
real terms pay cuts 
has left most of us 
disheartened.

WORKERS SAY patients are in distress as wards and services are stretched to capacity  Picture: PA

 NHS workers speak out—‘We’re in big trouble’
POVERTY PAY, rocketing 
workloads and slashing support 
for health care students have 
fuelled an acute staffing crisis 
during the last decade of Tory 
rule. 

The NHS began the 
coronavirus crisis with a 
shortage of 122,000 full time 
permanent staff, including 
41,000 nurses and 10,000 
doctors.

This has been compounded by 
staff sickness—and burnout—
after the pandemic began. 

Brenda said, “Working in the 
NHS has never been easy, but 
before the pandemic you knew 
that after a couple of very busy 
shifts you usually had a better 
one.

Exhausted
“At the moment all our shifts are 
so busy and stressful that most of 
us feel exhausted.”

It’s not just nurses working in 
intensive care that are feeling the 
strain. 

Elizabeth works as a health 
care assistant on a zero hours 
contract in the West Midlands. 

“One morning I was trying to 
book a shift for the afternoon,” 

she told Socialist Worker. 
“There were still 40 shifts 

outstanding for that morning. 
“And you’ll go onto the 

computer system to book shifts 
on and you’ll see that 60 are 
outstanding.

“There are hardly any staff 
around, they’ve come to be 
reliant on bank agency and zero 
hours staff like me.” 

Elizabeth says that “at the 
beginning of the pandemic there 
were enough staff”. 

“But that shows my acceptance 
of low standards,” she said. “I 
mean there was enough staff to 
perform the jobs and go home 
exhausted. 

“It’s worse now.” 
Nina says dieticians were 

“down to 50 percent of our staff, 
there were only four of us at one 
point”. 

“Normally there are about ten 
of us,” she explained.

Junior
“One of us was doing all of ITU, 
so that left two junior ones and 
myself to see everybody else. 

“It was really unsafe working 
conditions and unsafe.

“We use green, amber and 
red to rate how we’re doing as 
a department and we’ve been 
arguing we should be rated as 
red.  

“Red means we’re not able to 
see urgent patients. 

We’re in big trouble if we’re 
red and that’s’ been happening 
all through Christmas.”

But Nina said that even if 
all urgent cases were seen 
by dieticians, the system 
was stretched to a degree its 
“compromising patient safety”. 

People spend hours in ambulances

ROUND UP
 The government ignored vital  
 opportunities to stop the crisis
HEALTH workers are 
angry that the Tories 
didn’t use the lower 
rates of Covid-19 
infection during the 
summer to prepare 
for the catastrophic 
second wave. 

The failures of their 
strategy has directly 
led to the death and 
destruction currently 
bringing the health 
service to its knees. 

The government 
handed hundreds of 
millions of pounds 
to outsourcer Serco 
instead of building a 
functioning test and 
trace system. 

Ministers knew 
about the new strain 
of coronavirus and 
were warned that 
schools were key 
areas for transmission 
before the New Year. 

Yet they refused to 
announce a lockdown 
or provide support 
for people just as 
cases and hospital 
admissions increased 
in December. 

Emily had to 
“steel myself” before 
returning to work 
after Christmas. 

“While I was off I 
didn’t stop looking 
at emails and 
WhatsApps,” she said. 
“I have to be prepared 
for going back and not 

get a shock like last 
time. 

“I went in 
intentionally very 
optimistically to just 
try and get through it.” 

Catherine says 
that before Christmas 
“we were getting a 
sense of the pressure 
on beds”. “People 
in beds had to be 
justified—even our 
cancer patients,” she 
explained.

“There aren’t 
enough nurses to 
care for all the sick 
patients.

“Over Christmas we 
had really young health 
workers—in their early 
20s—falling ill.

“Sicknesses seem 
worse this time 
around.” 

Workers are 
struggling to maintain 

care when so many 
of their colleagues 
have been struck by 
Covid-19 or are forced 
to stay at home and 
self isolate. 

Emily added, 
“We’ve got people 
off shielding and off 
sick at home because 
coronavirus has just 
ripped through staff 
recently.

“I think that’s why 
the hospital started 
letting us wear the 
FFP3 masks for all 
Covid-19 contacts. We 
had an email through 
saying we could and it 
felt like such a shock, 
it’s like admitting that 
we’ve been at risk the 
whole time. 

“I could cry with 
relief—all this time 
we’ve been working 
with surgical masks.” 

Health workers are bearing the brunt

Matt Hancock

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

GET ANGRY AT PROFITEERS, 
NOT ORDINARY PEOPLE

 ‘S
TICK TO the 
coronavirus rules, 
we’re all in this 
together, breaking the 
rules is selfish,” is the 

message from the government.
Yet every action from the Tories 

rams home that the class divide 
runs through the whole approach 
to the virus. 

Under their rule the rich profit 
while the rest of us are left to job 
cuts, poverty and mass deaths.

The Tories were forced last 
year into a partial retreat over 
their failure to provide free school 
meals for hungry children.

But among those handed 
contracts to provide the food was 
the company Chartwells, part of 
the giant Compass group.

Chartwells has now been 
exposed for supplying parcels 
with food that you could buy in a 
supermarket for about £5. It will 
collect £30 from the government 
for this. It’s a sweet profit as 
children are condemned to hunger.

Parents or carers should be 
handed cash or at least shopping 
vouchers to buy their children’s 
food. But that would cut out the 
profiteers. Chartwells has a track 
record of growing fat from state 
funds while underfeeding children. 

It charged a school in Bristol £11 a 
week per pupil for bread, a handful 
of fruit, snack bars and crisps to 
last a week.

It is no surprise that the 
chairman of Compass Group is 
Paul Walsh—a Conservative Party 
donor. He was part of former 
prime minister David Cameron’s 
business advisory group and 
signed a “captains of industry” 
letter urging people to vote Tory.

Compass grabbed profits of 
£563 million last year following 
£1.85 billion the year before.

Like other companies that 
have failed to provide during the 
pandemic, Chartwells was handed 
the school meals contract without 
any rigorous process. There 

was no competition for this big 
money-maker.

And the insults go on.
The police are handing out 

hundreds of fines for alleged 
breaches of coronavirus rules. 

Government guidance permits 
exercise, but to reduce the spread 
of coronavirus advises not to 
travel outside your local area.

Last week two women were 
fined £200 by police for driving 
five miles to meet for a walk.

But there is no action after 
Boris Johnson was spotted on 
Sunday on a bike ride seven miles 
away from Downing Street.

Just like the inaction over 
Dominic Cummings’ trip to 
Durham, it’s one rule for the people 
at the top, another for the rest.

They say there’s a lockdown 
while herding people to work in 
construction, manufacturing and 
many other non-essential industries.

There isn’t a “national 
interest”—there’s a society 
where the corporations and the 
politicians who back them grow 
ever wealthier while life gets 
harder for the majority.

Don’t blame ordinary people 
for the problems in society. It’s the 
scum like Paul Walsh and Boris 
Johnson who are guilty.

A CLIMATE OF PUNISHMENT
 LAST YEAR tied with 2016—a 

year marked by warm climate 
event El Nino— as the joint 

hottest year on record. 
It shows how, despite a drop in 

fossil fuel emissions in 2020, the 
climate catastrophe is definitively 
locked in to our future. 

The carbon emissions that are 
causing runaway, fast-acting climate 
change have already been released 
into the atmosphere. 

It’s impossible to turn back the 
clock on the causes of climate and 
ecological disaster. 

But the people at the top are 
doing much worse than that—and 
actively punishing those who 
draw attention to the scale of the 
emergency. 

More than 1,000 people who 
took part in Extinction Rebellion 
protests in October 2019 are 
being taken to court. 

Some are being asked to travel 
across the country during the 
pandemic. 

The Crown Prosecution 
Service is pushing ahead with 
an unprecedented number of 

prosecutions for activists who 
engaged in peaceful direct action.

It follows a smear campaign by 
top Tories, such as home secretary 
Priti Patel. 

She claimed activists threatened 
the “UK way of life” after their 
rebellion in April 2019. 

Climate catastrophe puts us all 
in danger. 

Ignoring the glaring need for 
radical action while criminalising 
those who raise the alarm shows 
the deadly priorities of those in 
charge. 

They say there’s a 
lockdown while 
herding people 
into non-essential 
workplaces

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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A world in 
deep crisis
IN A session on the global 
crisis central committee 
member Camilla Royle argued 
the situation was defined 
by climate catastrophe, 
economic disaster and an 
unprecedented pandemic. 

The past year has also 
“seen the potential for 
inter‑imperialist rivalries to 
develop into military conflict”, 
Camilla argued.

The session took place in 
the aftermath of US fascist 
and far right forces breaking 
into the Capitol building in 
Washington. 

Emma from east London 
said this “shows anger and 
disenfranchisement can go 
those or despair”. 

Camilla pointed to the 
anti‑monarchy protests in 
Thailand, the End SARS 
movement against police 
violence in Nigeria and huge 
struggles in Lebanon.

Swept
Anne Alexander from north 
London said it was important to 
learn lessons from the “wave of 
revolution that swept through 
the Middle East” ten years ago. 

Balwinder from west 
London spoke about the 
militant farmers’ protests 
against India’s hard right 
prime minister Narendra Modi. 

Delegates also discussed the 
climate catastrophe.

Gordon from Glasgow urged 
conference to bring trade 
unions, XR groups and climate 
groups to protest outside 
the Cop 26 climate talks in 
Glasgow in November. 

“We need to put working 
class and anti‑capitalist 
politics at the centre,” he said.

Sky from Liverpool slammed 
the Tories and media for 
“creating a moral panic around 
trans and non‑binary people 
to distract from the disastrous 
handling of the pandemic”.

Building the Socialist Workers Party in an era of lockdowns 
AMY LEATHER, SWP joint national 
secretary, began a discussion 
on building the SWP and its 
student groups, and seizing the 
opportunity. She said the Covid-19 
crisis has “laid bare the brutality of 
capitalism”.

She pointed out that the demand 
for fundamental change is a key 
reason why there is such a big 
audience for socialist ideas.

Amy highlighted the BLM 
movement and the crisis of 
Corbynism as key reasons why 
many people decided to join the 
SWP. Disillusionment with the 
Labour Party is a major factor in 
party recruitment.

She insisted it was crucial that 
the SWP is seen as both activists 
and “the people with the best 
political arguments”.

The importance of the party’s 
weekly branch meetings as 
places to present its politics was 
emphasised.

Amy discussed the need for a 
thorough social media strategy to 
attract new people to meetings. But 
she added that any opportunity to 
act “in the real world” should be 
grasped.

These themes were taken up by 
the discussion that followed.

Creatively
Mitchell from Sheffield talked 
about how important it is to 
organise creatively.

“In Sheffield we’ve organised 
a number of meetings outside of 
branch meetings, including an 
event entitled ‘taking pride in 
resistance’.

“This has given people a 
different route into the party’s 
politics,” they said.

Toni from Glasgow detailed how 
the Marxism in Scotland event was 
a great success.

She said, “We had people signing 
up from 20 different countries for 
the event.

“It is clear that there is a real 
hunger for meetings like it.”

Delegates also talked about some 
of the challenges of organising 
during a pandemic.

James from Chesterfield said 
that despite branch meetings on 
Zoom being much larger than 
in-person meetings it has been 
difficult to recruit.

But Elizabeth from south London 
said recruitment is possible if you 
pay attention to detail, and call 

and engage every possible new 
member.

Several student delegates spoke 
about their experiences. 

Titas from Bristol said, 
“Constantly putting up posters 
and stickers has helped us have a 
presence on campus.”

And Daisy from Bournemouth 
reiterated the need for student 
activists to get involved in 
movements and continue pushing 
out on social media.

Patrick from Sheffield added that 
organising in secondary schools is 
possible after he and other comrades 
set up a group in their school.

“We’ve set up an Instagram for 
our socialist group, and now we 
have other people from different 
schools messaging us asking how 
they could set up one of their own.”

Debating 
where next 
for the left
Revolutionaries debated the political 
situation and how to shape it at 
the 2021 Socialist Workers Party 
conference
THE SOCIALIST Workers Party’s 
(SWP) annual conference last 
weekend was shaped by the 
pandemic, and the need for an 
alternative to the toxic capitalist 
system.

Charlie Kimber, SWP joint 
national secretary and editor of 
Socialist Worker, led a discussion 
on Tory failures and the crisis in 
Labour.

He described events of the last 
year as “world changing.”

“It has revealed and underlined 
to hundreds of millions across the 
globe that there is something wrong 
with capitalist society,” Charlie said.

He explained how the pandemic 
has caused a “deep political crisis”, 
particularly for the Tories whose 
failures have caused 80,000 deaths. 

These failures were described 
as “a tale of cronyism, corruption, 
chaos and capitalism”.

During discussion of the Labour 
Party Charlie highlighted the need 
to work with the Labour left in 
united fronts, but to argue for revo-
lutionary ideas.

“Keir Starmer has agreed with 
the Tories more than he has disa-
greed. We need to put forward the 

argument for people disillusioned 
with Labour to join the SWP.

“The best response from the 
Labour left to attacks from Starmer 
would be leaving the Labour Party.”

Delegate Barney blasted the 
Labour Party for not taking the ques-
tion of anti-racism seriously. 

He said Starmer “no way wants to 
see any further achievements from 
the Black Lives Matter ‘moment’ as 
he calls it”.

Lois from east London expressed 
frustration at the rightward direc-
tion of Labour. “They’re not viable 
anymore,” she said. 

Organisation
“Who would we be supporting next 
time, considering everything that’s 
happened in the Labour Party—the 
sabotage of Jeremy Corbyn and the 
racism that Diane Abbott faced?”, 
she asked. 

Activists discussed how they 
would be central to efforts of 
 building a new organisation to fight 
for Scottish independence.

“We want independence as 
socialists, not nationalists”, Charlie 
explained. “This is why the slogan 
we’ve put forward for May’s election 

is ‘vote left, fight for independence.’”
Delegates also highlighted the 

People Before Profit (PBP) organisa-
tion’s emergency  programme, along 
with the importance for action on 
the streets and in workplaces.

Bristol delegate Huw said the 
depth of crisis meant a “necessity 
of political clarity and an attempt to 
work with a wider level of people 
to raise the level of resistance and 
solidarity.”

“A layer of the Labour Party, not 
enough, but a layer has been attracted 
by the activity and the politics around 
People Before Profit,” he said.

Other delegates debated how 
effectively teachers responded to 

the Covid-19 danger in their work-
places, the scale of the Tory crisis 
and how LGBT+ rights have been 
affected by the pandemic. 

Mark Thomas from the SWP’s cen-
tral committee (CC) and Workplace 
and Trade Union Department then 
led a discussion on resistance in 
workplaces.

He argued the last period “has 
been characterised by a palpable 
sense across millions of people in 
Britain that there is a huge threat to 
lives and livelihoods”.

London Tube worker Phil said 
rank and file initiatives over issues 
such as working hours gave bosses 
“no choice” but to give in. 
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Investing in new media to help revolutionaries grow 
THE CONFERENCE debated 
new plans to make major 
improvements to the SWP’s 
publications online. 

These included bringing the 
SWP website and most of the 
party’s publications, including 
Socialist Worker, together on one 
website and professionalising its 
social media.

Lewis Nielsen from the Central 
Committee (CC) said, “There is 
a big opportunity for the party to 
take steps forwards in terms of 
our online work and our online 
strategy.”

The plans also included 
stopping the print publication 
of the SWP’s monthly magazine 
Socialist Review.

There is now a plan to focus on 
publishing longer form articles on 
the new website.

Lewis said this is to “divert the 
resources currently spent towards 
Socialist Review towards our 
online work so we can take the 
leaps forward I talk about.”

In the discussion Adam 
from south London said it was 
important to see “our strategy as 
the starting point” in shaping the 
SWP’s online work.

Tomáš Tengely Evans from the 
CC said that building a stronger 
online presence “is not just about 
creating an alternative media, it’s 
about building the party.”

But Alan from Hackney argued 
that Socialist Review must stay 

as a print publication. “Given the 
situation we are facing we need 
all three of our publications to 
operate,” he said.

Celia from Manchester 
responded saying the print 
magazine doesn’t play a crucial 
role in building the organisation.

An amendment proposing to 
keep Socialist Review as a print 
publication as well as establishing 
a commission of comrades to 
oversee the new online strategy 
fell by 233 votes to 76.

Lewis said the new plans 
were “not just trying to build 
up an online following. We are 
strategically trying to place our 
media to grow the party and grow 
the struggle.”

Conference votes
OVER 400 members attended 
the conference held online.

The “Where We Stand 
column” in Socialist Worker was 
changed to include opposition 
to discrimination against 
disabled people and those who 
experience mental distress. 

The Central Committee (CC) 
that leads the organisation on a 
daily basis was elected. The CC 
is Alex Callinicos, Amy Leather, 
Brian R, Camilla Royle, Charlie 
Kimber, Héctor Puente Sierra, 
Jess Walsh, Joseph Choonara, 
Julie Sherry, Lewis Nielsen, 
Mark Thomas, Michael Bradley, 
Sophia Beach, Tomáš Tengely 
Evans and Weyman Bennett.

Conference also elected a 
50-strong national committee to 
guide the party’s work.

HEALTH WORKERS demonstrating for a pay rise last summer Pictures: Guy smallman 

Fighting back against 
 racism and fascism
BRIAN FROM the central 
committee (CC) introduced the 
session on racism and the far 
right, BLM, and Stand Up to 
Racism.

He said coronavirus 
“highlighted the deeply rooted 
structural racism in society.”

“It quickly became apparent 
that the virus was having a 
hugely disproportionate impact 
upon black, Asian and minority 
ethnic people”, Brian added.

“More black people died not 
because of a disregard for the 
lockdown rules, but because 
we are more likely to be in jobs 
where we’re exposed to the virus.

“Black Lives Matter was the 
highlight of the year. We marched 
in solidarity with George Floyd 
but also for victims of injustice in 
this country.”

Nadia from the SWP national 
office spoke of how BLM had 
raised several ideological 
arguments. 

“The resilience of reformism 
means ideas around black 
advancement as the way of 
overcoming racism is strong.

Systemic
“We celebrate more black 
representation, but individual 
advancement isn’t the answer 
to how we overcome systematic 
racism.

“It is the collective resistance 
of black and white working class 
people that can do that.”

Julie Sherry from the CC 
outlined the upcoming activity of 
SUTR. She argued, “The strategic 
importance for revolutionaries 
is to stop the rise of the far right 
and to fight racism.”

She stressed the importance 
of the 20 March anti‑racist 
demonstrations in Britain and 
internationally.

Discussion focussed on how 
SUTR groups had been building 
around BLM.

Nahella from Manchester said, 
“It’s been a difficult balance 
between rushing out onto the 

streets and saying we have a 
responsibility to keep people safe.

“The ‘Take the Knee’ initiative 
helped us be on the streets, but 
socially distanced.”

Neil from Waltham Forest said, 
“Black lives can’t matter until 
black trans lives matter. It’s really 
important to link the struggles.”

Ruby from Glasgow added, 
“The growth of the far right 
necessitates that anti‑racists 
don’t stay at home.

“Anti‑racism has to be on the 
street in the safest way possible 
because if we vacate that space 
it’ll be filled by racists.”

A debate took place on 
whether to add an amendment 
to the session’s commission 
about the SWP pushing for 
SUTR to explicitly oppose Israeli 
apartheid.

Martin from the Black Country 
said, “We need a very clear 
profile as the party saying we are 
against anti‑Palestinian racism 
and Israeli apartheid.”

Sophia from the CC disagreed 
with this approach. She said, “As 
the SWP we are uncompromising 
on our position over Palestine. 
But in the united front we don’t 
put ultimatums on people. We 
need the strongest possible anti‑
racist movement in Britain.”

The amendment was voted 
down.

Speakers discussed how school 
workers’ action played a pivotal role 
to force the Tories to stop the unsafe 
reopening of schools this month. 

The NEU union had told members 
they could refuse to return to work 
citing Section 44 of the Employment 
Rights Act. 

York teaching assistant Julie said 
workers closed her school by refus-
ing to return. She said anger can 
override a “lack of confidence”. 

Ameen from Salford, Greater 
Manchester, said workers’ refusal to 
return to nurseries forced the coun-
cil to close them. 

He said people had “got con-
fidence” from the PBP group. 

Supporters had organised pro-
tests over job losses, solidarity for 
 workers’ strikes and the student 
occupation and rent strike.

Jasmine from Liverpool also 
stressed the importance of PBP. “We 
should not be holding back in united 
fronts,” she argued. “Big things are 
possible.” 

Students spoke about organis-
ing rent strikes, and several trade 
 unionists said they had recruited 
more members during the pandemic.

Mark argued that the pandemic 
had “reinforced the caution and pes-
simism, which sometimes grips much 
of the trade union leaderships”.

P e o p l e  d i s c u s s e d  h o w 

revolutionaries should relate to 
trade union leaders.

College lecturer Sean said the 
union bureaucracy has mostly been 
“bloody awful” but said this can 
open spaces for activists to take 
initiatives.  

Dundee lecturer Carlo said these 
should sometimes “go beyond the 
official structures of unions”. 

Judy, a teacher in east London, 
said union leaders are “an inevita-
bly conservative layer” and revolu-
tionaries must be independent from 
them. 

South London teacher Jess said 
revolutionaries’ demands should be 
“flexible”.

Delegates discussed how to organise

Marching in London last year

Socialist Worker—our primary weapon
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 Israel keeps  
  key  vaccine  
 from people  
 in Palestine
The latest outrage shows that the  
so-called ‘two-state solution’ is a 
sham, says Nick Clark

PALESTINIANS LIVING under 
Israeli military occupation have 
slammed Israel for excluding 
them from its rollout of corona-
virus vaccines.

Israel’s government refuses to 
take responsibility.

Israeli prime minister, racist 
warmonger Binyamin Netanyahu, 
beamed on Saturday as he became 
the first resident to receive a second 
vaccine dose.

As Israel heads for yet another 
election in March, Netanyahu has 
taken credit for the rapid rollout of 
the vaccine to Israeli citizens. 

Its government boasts proudly 
that more than three quarters of 
Israel’s adult population has already 
received the first shot.

Israel will reportedly receive as 
many as 700,000 vaccines from 
drugs company Pfizer until all its 
citizens are inoculated.

Yet the roughly five million 
Palestinians who effectively live 
under Israel’s control in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip won’t get 
a single shot.

Israel has occupied the West 
Bank since it invaded in 1967, and 
kept the Gaza Strip under siege and 
blockade since 2007. Every aspect 
of Palestinian life is shaped and con-
trolled by Israel’s occupation.

Yet Israel claims it is not respon-
sible for making sure Palestinians 
are vaccinated. Instead it says it’s up 
to the Palestinian Authority (PA)—
the sham Palestinian government—
to deliver the vaccine.

Israel’s government says the PA 
has not asked for a share of its vac-
cines or its help in rolling one out.

Phony  
It says agreements signed as part 
of a phony “peace process” in the 
1990s mean the PA has the inde-
pendence and responsibility to 
govern Palestinians.

But the PA is completely under 
Israel’s thumb.

It was created as part of a deal 
in 1993. Israel and the US said 
this would lead to an independent 
Palestinian state in the West Bank 

and the Gaza Strip—called the  
two-state solution.

In reality, the deal gave Israel 
indefinite control over Palestinian 
land. It kept its soldiers there while 
claiming the PA was responsible for 
looking after the Palestinian people.

The PA is supposedly in full con-
trol over some parts of the West 
Bank. But Israel controls imports 
and exports to the Palestinian terri-
tories, and has a monopoly on basic 
commodities. Israel collects taxes 
on behalf of the PA—which it has 
sometimes withheld to make the PA 
do its bidding.

In other areas under Israel’s 
military control—usually where 
Israelis live in large, illegally built 
settlement towns—soldiers block 
Palestinian roads and raid their 
homes.

Palestinian society is completely 
dependent on Israel—and held 
down by it. While Israelis in West 
Bank settlements are already being 
vaccinated, Palestinians will have to 
wait until at least March before the 
PA even begins its rollout.

It’s the latest failing of the sham 
two-state solution—and a racist 
Israeli state that treats Palestinian 
lives as second class.

BACK STORY
Yet another election is set to be 
held in Israel in March this year
lPrime minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu is taking credit for 
Israel’s vaccination programme
lOver three quarters of Israel’s 
adult population has already 
received the first shot
lYet the government is refusing 
to vaccinate Palestinians living 
under Israeli military occupation
lIsrael is avoiding responsibility. 
Yet Palestinian society is 
completely dependent on Israel

 The global virus response has failed
MONDAY MARKED one year 
since the first Covid-19 death in 
Wuhan, China. 

Nearly two million deaths 
later, the global coronavirus 
response is shaped by a 
desperate scramble to roll 
out the vaccine as quickly as 
possible. 

In South Africa, an aggressive 
new strain of the virus has 
driven a second wave. 

It is likely to see another 
upsurge in deaths when winter 
starts to bite in May and June. 

“We are going to get a third 
wave, even a fourth,” said Tivani 
Mashamba from the University 
of Pretoria. “This pandemic has 
only just started,” 

The government has promised 

to vaccinate two thirds of the 
60 million-strong population 
but has said just 1.5 million 
doses will be available to health 
workers by the end of March. 

Meanwhile, South African 
factories manufacture vaccines 
for export to the West.

In Brazil, over 200,000 people 
have died from the virus. 

Despite devastating levels 
of infection, Jair Bolsonaro’s 
government gave permission for 
gatherings of up to 300 people 
to over the Christmas period. 

And in Mexico, intensive care 
units are struggling to cope. 

Paramedic Daniel Reyes said, 
“The whole system is completely 
saturated. There’s no room in 
the public or private hospitals.”

 Anger against long-term Ugandan leader 
UGANDA IN east Africa 
was set for elections on 
Thursday this week. 

President Yoweri 
Museveni is trying to 
extend his 35 years in 
office.

His main rival is 
musician Robert 
Kyagulanyi Ssentamu, 
known by his stage name 
Bobi Wine.

Kyagulanyi has only 
a vague programme to 

tackle poverty.
But he has won 

support because of 
the corruption of the 
Museveni regime 
and soaring youth 
unemployment.

Over 75 percent of 
the population are under 
30, and two-thirds of 
Uganda’s people are 
unemployed.

A coronavirus 
lockdown in Uganda was 

not accompanied by any 
economic support to 
ordinary people. 

Millions of people 
have been driven into 
destitution.

It has been a brutal 
election campaign with 
repeated arrests of 
opposition figures.

And some 37 
campaigners were 
massacred in November 
last year.

An increasingly 
desperate Museveni 
has claimed Kyagulanyi 
is “an agent of foreign 
interests” promoting 
homosexuality.

Whatever the vote, 
Museveni is unlikely to 
go quietly. 

Soldiers were deployed 
across the capital 
Kampala in advance of 
the vote.
Charlie Kimber

ISRAELI PRIME minister Netanyahu gets a vaccine—while Palestinians have to wait until at least March 

Jair Bolsonaro

UGANDA 
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9 UNITED STATES IN CRISIS 

 Donald Trump’s supporters stormed the Capitol building in Washington last week. It shows we 
need more working class mobilisation, not more respect for institutions, writes Charlie Kimber 

T
H E  M O B I L I S AT I O N  i n 
Washington DC by far right 
 protesters last week should be a 
spur to working class struggle. It 
is not a reason to huddle around 
the Democratic Party, venerate 

the institutions of US democracy or seek to 
reconstruct some alleged “centre ground”. 

Tens of thousands of Donald Trump sup-
porters marched and then hundreds stormed 
the Capitol building. They forced the tempo-
rary abandonment of the certification of Joe 
Biden’s presidential victory.

As they swept through the hallways of 
Congress, they marched with a flag of the pro-
slavery Confederates from the US Civil War.

Some of those taking part were ordinary 
people. But this should not be seen as the 
“revolt of the working class”. Many of those 
involved were quite well off, with the money 
for cross-country travel and military gear.

The day was prepared for by Trump.
His four years in office has seen  systematic 

scapegoating of migrants, black people, 
Muslims and other minorities. 

This has encouraged racists. They felt one 
of their own was in the White House.

That has been followed by vicious denun-
ciations of the Black Lives Matter movement, 
the left and socialism that have fuelled far 
right groups.

Trump defended Kyle Rittenhouse, a 
militia-supporting man who shot dead two 
 anti-racist protesters in Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
last September.

Ever since voting on 3 November, and 
despite irrefutable evidence of his defeat, 
Trump has insisted that he won. He claimed 
the election was stolen through fraud.

This was partly a desperate move to 
 overturn the result through the use of state 
politicians and the Supreme Court.

But it was also delivering a message, a 
sacred myth, to sustain his supporters. This 

was that their cause had not been defeated but 
thwarted by the cheating of their opponents.

This is the belief that helps encourage the 
bands of racists, white supremacists, fas-
cists and others. It led to the targeting of the 
 meeting of the Congress to ratify Biden’s elec-
toral college majority last Wednesday.

Trump tweeted on 20 December, 
“Statistically impossible to have lost the 2020 
Election, Big protest in DC on January 6th. Be 
there, will be wild!”

As they protested Trump professed his 
“love” for his supporters, describing them as 
“very special”.

Fawned
Many right wingers who now say they are 
horrified by what happened have previously 
fawned over Trump and his type of politics.

Theresa May rushed to pay court to him 
immediately after his election. Boris Johnson 
arranged a state visit to Britain so he could be 
pampered and praised.

Home secretary Priti Patel last week said 
Trump’s words had “directly led” to the 
storming of the Capitol. Yet she wants Trump-
style anti-migrant laws in Britain.

In the US there was wide knowledge of the 
potential for a far right move.

Recently all ten of the living defence 
secretaries wrote a piece arguing, “Efforts 
to involve the US armed forces in resolv-
ing election disputes would take us into 
dangerous, unlawful and unconstitutional 
territory.”

These loyal servants of US imperialism and 
capitalism called on the military to “refrain 
from any political actions that undermine the 
results of the election or hinder the success of 
the new team”.

Such sentiments were not accidental. They 
reflected a broad understanding in ruling cir-
cles that events such as those last week were 
coming. The former defence secretaries’ 

calculation was that the health of their system 
is better served, at this time, by allowing 
Biden to become president.

But they did not unmask the depth of the 
possibilities that had unnerved them.

And the far right protesters had special 
treatment, at least initially, from the cops.

As the Washington Post newspaper wrote, 
“In a city on high alert, in a building with its 
own 2,000-officer police department, people 
forced their way in with nothing more than 
flagpoles, riot shields and shoves.

“Nobody stopped them—and some officers 
were captured on video appearing to stand 
back as rioters streamed inside.”

One video shows police opening gates to 
protesters. Another reveals an officer taking 
a selfie picture with them. Another cop is 
seen beckoning Trump supporters toward the 
Capitol building.

One protester told CNN, “The cops were 
very cool. They were like, ‘Hey guys, have a 
good night.’ You can see that some of them 
are on our side.”

Had this been done by armed Black Lives 
Matter protesters, there would probably have 
been a massacre.

The federal law enforcement agencies and 
the National Guard—ever present during pro-
tests last summer following the police murder 
of George Floyd—hung back.

Even after last Wednesday’s events, some 
police openly supported what had happened. 

John Catanzara, leader of Chicago’s 
Fraternal Order of Police, said, “A bunch of 
pissed off people feel an election was stolen, 
somehow, some way.

“I don’t have any doubt that something 
shady happened in this election. You’re not 
going to convince me that so many people 
voted for Joe Biden. 

“Never for the rest of my life will you ever 
convince me of that.”

Such deep support for the right underlines Ü

Trump professed his 
‘love’ for his supporters, 
describing them as 
‘very special’

‘‘ 

DANGEROUS TIMES
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Georgia Democrat wins 
mark Southern change
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

THE VICTORY of two Democrat 
senators in the southern state of 
Georgia has tipped the scales in 
Joe Biden’s favour just before he 
becomes president.   

Reverend Raphael Warnock 
and Jon Ossoff were confirmed as 
winners in the US senate election 
last Wednesday. 

Warnock’s appointment is 
particularly significant—he is 
Georgia’s first black senator. 

Their victory means the 
Democrats will control the US 
Senate, House of Representatives, 
and White House for the first time 
since 2010.

Pressure will now be on Biden 
to pass legislation as it can no 
longer be blocked by Republicans.

The victory has largely 
been attributed to the work of 
former member of the House of 
Representatives and voting activist 
Stacey Abrams.

Along with hundreds of 
community organisers she made 
it her mission to increase voter 
turnout, especially among black 
people. 

Abrams achieved this. Georgia’s 
voters went out in record breaking 
numbers.

But attributing the victory to an 
individual obscures other reasons 
as to why Georgia may have voted 
for change. 

Georgia is deeply divided. In 
2019 5 percent of the state had 
assets of over $1 million. Despite 
the wealth, the poor in Georgia 
have sunk further into poverty. 

Up to 18.5 percent of children 
live below the poverty line. And 
unemployment was ranked one 

of the worst in any state even 
before the pandemic. Georgia has 
been hit hard by the pandemic, 
with some of the highest case and 
death rates in the US. 

An exit poll found one in six 
Georgian voters had suffered 
severe financial hardship because 
of coronavirus.

Candidates
But unlike Georgia’s outgoing 
Republican Senators, the 
Democrat candidates offered those 
financially impacted by the virus a 
£1,472 survival cheque. This was 
crucial to their success. 

Until recently Biden was against 
awarding such cheques. Yet in 
a speech made last Monday he 
stated, “By electing Jon and 
the Reverend you can make an 
immediate difference in your own 
lives. 

“Their election will put an end 
to the block in Washington on that 
$2,000 stimulus check.”  

Biden had no intention of 
granting survival cheques until he 
realised it would be beneficial for 
him to win the Senate.

The Democrats may have won in 
Georgia, but it is already becoming 
clear that Biden won’t act unless 
he is forced to.

Anti-racism and the South
MEMBERS OF the Democratic 
establishment will celebrate the 
win in Georgia as proof that the 
south can swing in their favour. 

Until the 1960s the US south 
was run almost exclusively by the 
Democrats who had held power 
since the end of the Civil War.

Democrats in the South, known 
as Dixiecrats, were in total support 
of segregation and brutally racist 
laws.

The Civil Rights Movement 
pressured Democrat president 
John F Kennedy for change 
from below. The US ruling class 
were also against open racist 
segregation because it wanted 
to portray the US as progressive 
during the Cold War.

Kennedy had to balance 
pressure from above and below 
against the need to keep support 
in the South. 

But after he acted over 
segregation, the Democrats in the 
south began to split away. 

In response candidates such 

as Republican Richard Nixon ran 
campaigns appealing to the racist 
Democrats in the south. 

The Democratic party has never 
been an anti-racist one. Instead it 
uses anti-racist movements to win 
votes and at the same time hijacks 
these movements. 

Anger burst onto the streets 
of Georgia this summer with the 
police killing of George Floyd and 
the murder of Atlanta resident 
Rayshard Brooks.

The Democrats benefitted 
from the anger by presenting 
themselves as an alternative to the 
racist Trump.

But Biden’s only goal was to win 
the presidency. And he spurned 
the power of the Black Lives 
Matter movement because it didn’t 
fit with his neoliberal agenda.

Real change will not come 
through the Democrats or waiting 
years for elections. The real task 
to change society and break 
apart the current system of two 
capitalist parties.

Elected—Reverend Raphael Warnock 

why the state can’t be relied on in any 
way to fight the far right. Instead at key 
points state forces support the racists.

This was not a coup. To achieve suc-
cess it would require a much larger 
street army, significant support from big 
business and wider support in the ruling 
class and its repressive state forces.

Some of Trump’s supporters would 
welcome such an outcome.

As the march took place in 
Washington, Republican congress repre-
sentative Mary Miller told a rally, “If we 
win a few elections, we’re still going to 
be losing unless we win the hearts and 
minds of our children. This is the battle.

“Hitler was right on one thing. He said, 
‘Whoever has the youth has the future.’”

Much of the commentary now sug-
gests that there has to be a “defence of 
democracy” centred on support for the 
Democrats.

But Biden will be no obstacle to the 
growth of far right forces.

Begged
As Trump’s supporters went on the 
rampage, Biden called for action—
by Trump. He begged the president 
to appear on national television to 
“demand an end to this siege”.

Biden has never raised the alarm 
about Trump’s manoeuvres. He has only 
pledged his support for the US political 
system and the capitalists that benefit 
from it. This is the system that produced 
Trump and boosted the far right.

Biden denounced “rioters” on the 
Black Lives Matter demonstrations.

In fact we need more of the militant 
protests against Trump and racism that 
have taken place in the US and across 
the world. 

In office Biden will continue with the 
pro-business policies that have led to 
massive poverty and bitterness.

The lesson from the 1920s and 30s 
is that to stop the growth of any fas-
cist forces workers need to forge an 
active movement centred on the streets 

and workplaces. When workers trusted 
mainstream politicians they found that 
those same politicians eventually ele-
vated the fascists to power.

The US ruling class that now con-
demns last week’s events thinks noth-
ing of bombing and murdering millions 
in order to advance imperial interests. 
They would do the same at home if they 
thought it necessary.

For now the bosses don’t need the far 
right. They like the present system that 
has delivered record stock market gains 
amid the mass death and suffering of 
the pandemic.

Trumpism
And real power lies in the boardrooms 
and the state, not government buildings.
Last week’s protests are unlikely to be 
the final act of Trumpism.

After the storming of the Capitol, the 
ructions in the Republican Party pushed 
Trump towards a change of tone. He 
accused demonstrators of “defiling the 
seat of American democracy” and said 
those who broke the law “will pay”. 

US socialist and writer Mike Davis 
wrote, “Tomorrow liberal pundits may 
reassure us that the Republicans have 
committed suicide, that the age of 
Trump is over, and that Democrats are 
on the verge of reclaiming hegemony. 

“Similar declarations, of course, were 
made during vicious Republican prima-
ries in 2015.

“They seemed very convincing 
at the time. But an open civil war 
amongst Republicans may only provide 
 short-term advantages to Democrats.

“Freed from Trump’s electronic 
fatwas, moreover, some of the younger 
Republican senators may prove to be 
much more formidable competitors for 
the white college-educated suburban 
vote than centrist Democrats realise. 

“In any event, the only future that we 
can reliably foresee—a continuation of 
extreme socio-economic turbulence—
renders political crystal balls useless.”

Perhaps the best guide to what 
Trump himself hopes came in a tweet 
as his supporters dispersed.

“These are the things and events 
that happen when a sacred landslide 
election victory is so unceremoni-
ously & viciously stripped away from 
great patriots who have been badly 
& unfairly treated for so long,” he 
tweeted.

“Go home with love & in peace. 
Remember this day forever!”

It is a warning of what could happen 
if the working class does not mobilise.

FASCISM IS 
MORE THAN  
A RACIST  
MOVEMENT
More than simply hard right or 
viciously racist, we must grasp that 
fascism has specific characteristics, says 
Tomáš Tengely-Evans 

A SINISTER collection of 
Trump supporters, far 
right conspiracy theorists 
and outright fascists were 

in the crowd that broke in the US 
Capitol building. There is no doubt 
Nazis were at the core. 

They included men with  hoodies 
reading, “Camp Auschwitz” and 
“6MWE”—six million wasn’t enough—
references to the mass murder of Jews 
in the Holocaust. 

To confront it, it’s necessary to 
understand the nature of the threat. 

Having a clear definition of fascism 
isn’t about having a tick box list—or 
playing down how dangerous other 
right wingers and racists are. It’s about 
understanding what makes fascism 
unique in order to better fight it. 

Fascism isn’t just a nasty form of 
authoritarianism, racism or bigotry. 
It strives to build a mass movement 
on the streets that can inflict violence 
and terror on political opponents and 
minorities. And, ultimately,  fascism’s 
aim is to destroy all democratic rights. 

Fascism was born out of the 
profound social crisis that followed 
the First World War. In “normal 
times”, the capitalist class can rely 
on their state and the police to keep 
threats in check. They justify their rule 
through the facade of parliamentary 
democracy, a media that pushes ruling 

class ideas, and “safe” opposition 
parties that act as a safety valve when 
anger erupts. 

In times of crisis, the usual methods 
aren’t always enough. In the decades 
after the war, ruling classes faced 
militant, mass workers’ movements 
and the threat of revolution. Sections 
eventually looked to another mass 
movement—fascism—to crush the 
workers. 

Fascists contest elections to gain 
legitimacy, but they have never won 
state power through democratic 
elections. Whether it’s Adolf Hitler in 
1930s Germany or Benito Mussolini 
in 1920s Italy, the ruling class has 
handed them power in the hope of 
restoring order and stability. 

Anti-establishment
This doesn’t mean that fascism is 
just an appendage to the ruling class 
or a ruling class movement. It has 
its own mass roots and dynamic 
and uses fake “revolutionary” or 
“anti-establishment” language. 

Fascism’s social base is rooted in 
the “petty bourgeoisie”. These middle 
class layers include small capitalists, 
shop keepers and some professionals 
who run their own businesses. 

They lack the wealth and power 
of capital and the working class’s 
ability to fight back collectively. When 

Open civil war 
among Republicans 
will only bring short 
term advantages

‘‘ 

Ü

crisis hits, these layers are often badly 
squeezed. If there’s a strong workers’ 
movement, they can look leftwards. 
But without it, they can lurch to the 
right, which provides scapegoats for 
their distress. 

This was the case with the Nazis 
in 1930s Germany. But it has held 
true more recently. In Hungary, for 
instance, the fascist movement Jobbik 
grew in the wake of a heavily-indebted 
middle class being smashed in the 
2007-8 financial crisis.  

Confronted
Fascist movements gain their strength 
through street mobilisations—and that 
means they have to be confronted.

Today the US ruling class is not 
looking to a fascist movement to 
restore order. 

But that doesn’t mean fascists are 
not dangerous. And Trump openly 
courted fascists in the White House at 
the beginning of his term. 

He has given succour to far right 
conspiracy theories, and during the 
election hinted at them being useful 
boot boys. He has also pulled a section 

of the Republican base further to the 
right, giving fascists a substantial 
audience. Within a far right or racist 
movement, there is often a Nazi core 
surrounded by softer racists. 

These sorts of right wing movements 
can be pulled in a more “mainstream” 
direction or the Nazi core can grow 
and seek to harden up the movement 
politically. That’s what fascists in the 
US are seeking to do. 

The scenes in Washington were not 
a serious effort to seize state power. 

But to build their movements, 
fascists have sometimes opted for bold, 
declarative actions. Mussolini’s fascists, 
for instance, smashed up socialist 
newspaper presses and murdered 39 
people in Milan in 1919.

At that point the fascists were a 
small force. But the violent action was 
declaration of intent and propaganda 
for the movement, with Mussolini 
hailing it as the “first incident of the 
civil war”.

The US Capitol riot was the last gasp 
of the Trump presidency. But it also a 
clear declaration that the fascists and 
far right are not going away.

‘We’re bringing together a broad active resistance to the right’—US socialist speaks out
VIRGINIA RODINO from the socialist 
group Marx21 in the United States 
opened the conference by talking 
about the fight against the right.

“It is plainly recorded across 
social media that Trump’s far 
right supporters openly planned 
for weeks the violent protests we 
witnessed last Wednesday. 

Our argument about the long 
connected history and kinship 
between police and white 

nationalists has been confirmed as 
well.

The malignant roots of white 
nationalism are much deeper, and 
much older than Trump.

The fears of millions of 
Americans have become the fertile 
ground for populist sentiment. 

Marx 21 comrades are using the 
political space to grow a united 
front.

We’re bringing together a broad 
active resistance against violent 

racist and far right groups and the 
threat of fascism in the US.

The working class is the force 
that can far outmanoeuvre and 
overpower fascist groups. 

It’s our ideas that must win over 
the millions of Americans who are 
in crisis who don’t feel they have 
anywhere to turn, who don’t have 
unions and who have been left 
behind. 

We are convinced and confident 
that we can beat back the fascists 

through our politics and through our 
organising.”

Anti-fascists demonstrated in New 
York last Sunday.

Marx 21 says, “Broad unity against 
the far right has never been more 
urgent, but this alone will not resolve 
the fascist threat. While building a 
broad mass movement, socialists 
also need to strengthen the anti-
capitalist left that can explain and 
eradicate the roots of racist and 
fascist despair altogether.”

The revolt in Washington last week comprised many different right wing forces

Hungry’s Viktor Orban 
(top) looks to Mussolini 
for inspiration (above)

U.S. revolutionary 
socialist Virginia Rodino

A wave of radicalism is 
spreading in the US

Donald Trump (above) 
has created political 
space for fascists such 
as Proud Boys leader 
Enrique Tarrio (top)
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602
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BIRMINGHAM
Big Pharma, the Tories 
and Covid-19—can a 
vaccine solve the crisis?
Wed 20 Jan,
7pm
281-634-5938
BRADFORD
After Trump—prospects  
and challenges for 
the US left
Thu 21 Jan, 
7pm
885 9187 7552
BRISTOL
Climate change and the 
myth of overpopulation
Thu 21 Jan, 
7.30pm
688-397-3148

CAMBRIDGE
Workers, union leaders 
and the fightback
Thu 21 Jan, 7.30pm
681-800-4408
CHESTERFIELD
The dialectics of art
Thu 21 Jan, 6.30pm
829-532-8731
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
Capitalism, Covid-19 
and mental distress
Wed 20 Jan, 
7.30pm
894 2628 7708
EAST MIDLANDS
How would socialists 
deal with a pandemic?
Wed 20 Jan, 7pm
354-874-4790

EDINBURGH
Who will pay for the 
economic crisis?
Wed 20 Jan, 7.30pm
431-459-112
ESSEX
Prospects for 
socialists in 2021
Thu 28 Jan,7.30pm
832-8746-7480
GLASGOW
Brexit and globalisation—
is neoliberalism dead?
Thu 21 Jan, 6.30pm
851-5254-7239
HUDDERSFIELD
How education workers 
are fighting the pandemic
Wed 20 Jan, 6.30pm
290-168-1804

KENT
Big Pharma, the Tories 
and Covid-19—can a 
vaccine solve the crisis?
Thu 21 Jan, 
8.15pm
434-623-8064
LONDON: NEWHAM
Macron, Islamophobia & 
the far right in France
Wed 20 Jan, 
7.30pm
288-098-8827 
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Fighting for abortion 
rights—from Poland to 
the US and Britain
Wed 20 Jan, 
7.30pm
543-023-057

MANCHESTER
Fake news and 
alternative facts—who 
controls the media?
Wed 20 Jan,
 7.15pm
323-178-7151
NORWICH
Conspiracy theories and 
the far right—how should 
socialists respond?
Wed 20 Jan, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299
PORTSMOUTH
How would socialists 
deal with a pandemic?
Wed 20 Jan, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809 

YORK & SCARBOROUGH
Why we need workers to 
fight for our environment
Wed 20 Jan, 7.30pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online 
meetings during the coronavirus crisis. This 
is to ensure that there can still be collective 
local discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the 
Zoom system. Download the Zoom app onto 
your phone or computer and just before the 
time given for your local meeting ask to “Join 
a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on 
this page for the appropriate meeting. The 
password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook 
page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for 
news of national online meetings and other 
updates.

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquires@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS  
the socialist bookshop

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber

Does privilege explain 
racism? by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad 
and Weyman Bennett,

£14.99 £3

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

BLACK COUNTRY
Wed 20 Jan, 7.30pm
352 891 2411

BRIGHTON & HOVE
Thu 21 Jan, 6.30pm
841 2142 3683

BURNLEY & PENDLE
Wed 20 Jan, 7.30pm
856 0963 2675

LANCASTER AND 
MORECAMBE
Thu 21 Jan, 7pm
992-204-9372

LEEDS
Thu 21 Jan, 7pm
935-5290-8076

LIVERPOOL
Wed 20 Jan, 7pm
493-925-5919

LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 21 Jan, 7.30pm
798-534-2585

LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 20 Jan, 7.30pm
459-388-1576

LONDON: ISLINGTON
Thu 21 Jan, 7pm
874-012-7970

LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 20 Jan, 7pm
497-196-1801

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Thu 21 Jan, 7pm
529-913-6390

LONDON: TOWER 
HAMLETS
Wed 20 Jan, 7.30pm
818-391-0420

LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Thu 21 Jan, 7.30pm
834-3932-1796

NEWCASTLE
Wed 20 Jan, 7pm
368-595-2712

OXFORD
Wed 20 Jan, 7pm
823 6470 6218

SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Thu 21 Jan, 7pm
528-174-9278

SWANSEA & WEST WALES
Thu 21 Jan, 7pm
902-964-963

WIGAN
Thu 21 Jan, 7pm
872-5136-9540

After the storming of the Capitol
Trump, the far right and the US under Biden

Trump supporters outside the Capitol building last week
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A warts and all tale of survival and people trafficking 
NOVEL
BAGHLAN BOY
By Michael Crowly 
The Book Guild, £8.99 

MICHAEL CROWLEY tells 
a story of asylum seekers, 
refugees and migrants 
fleeing war, poverty, 
domestic violence and 
other horrors crossing 
continents to try to find a 
better life.

He has talked to 
many who have made 
these often terrifying, 
and sometimes deadly, 
journeys. This novel 
draws on the legion of 

stories they have told 
him. It begins with the US 
invasion of Afghanistan. 

An airstrike in a village 
in Baghlan in the north 
destroys a family home, 
killing the father. Farood 
is very young and will 
be lucky to survive the 
journey. 

But the family’s 
remaining wealth, a flock 
of sheep, is sold to pay a 
people smuggler to get 
him to Britain. 

The hope is he will 
somehow be able to 
restore the family’s 
fortune. Surviving the cold 
and hunger, he crosses 

Iran, Turkey 
and Greece. 
Sometimes 
forced to 
retrace his 
steps, he 
finally makes 
his way to 
Britain. 

He 
grows up 
abused and 
exploited, 
then set up 
by his kebab 
shop boss 
for a killing 
he didn’t 
commit. 

In jail he 

masters the survival skills 
of prison life. 

He escapes 
to become 
a people 
smuggler, 
working 
with those 
he has got to 
know inside 
and, in a 
limited way, 
feels he can 
trust. 

Having been 
trafficked, he 
quickly adapts 
to the everyday 
brutality of the 
job. It’s a vile 

business and Farood’s 
story, which finishes with 
him back in his village, is 
told absolutely straight, 
warts and all. There is 
no attempt to idealise 
Farood’s character. Nor is 
there any moralising. 

Baghlan Boy cuts 
through the hypocrisy and 
lies we are being fed by 
politicians and the media. 

It’s also a page-turning 
thriller that powerfully 
reflects the tension and 
dramas faced by refugees 
and migrants in a world 
that has neither peace nor 
security.
Geoff Brown

A true story of how the FBI 
smeared Martin Luther King  
Using newly revealed documents, MLK/FBI delves into how the US ruling 
class sought to undermine the Civil Rights movement, writes Ken Olende
THE US establishment was  terrified 
of the Civil Rights Movement 
 centred around Martin Luther King 
in the 1950s and 60s. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) under J Edgar Hoover spent 
years trying to  undermine the 
anti-racists. 

The new documentary MLK/
FBI goes through its behaviour in 
forensic detail, in part using newly 
 declassified documents.

The FBI leadership considered 
King the “most dangerous man in 
America” and set out to destroy him.

The initial reason the FBI claimed 
it had to tap King’s phone was his 
close association with New York 
 progressive lawyer Stanley Levison. 

Levison had once been a member 
of the Communist Party. The film 
accepts the FBI’s defence of national 
security justification.

But it could emphasise more that 
while the left opposed racism, the 
McCarthyite witch hunt branded 
anyone opposing segregation in the 
southern states as un-American. 

The Civil Rights Movement was 
a threat because the state was 
 institutionally racist.

Fanatical
Hoover is rightly seen as a fanatical 
right winger. 

But as one commentator here 
points out, his views on the black 
movement were not out of step with 
the establishment. He was just the 
person who got to enact them. 

It was the liberal Attorney General 
Robert Kennedy—president John F 
Kennedy’s more radical brother—
who authorised him to carry out the 
surveillance. 

The bureau tried to build on 

tensions within the anti-racist 
movement. 

There were some who said the 
only way forward was to draw more 
and more people into radical activ-
ity. The respectable wing of the 

movement believed that to gain 
respect the movement must appear 
“sane and patriotic”. 

After Kennedy’s assassination 
new president Lyndon B Johnson 
tried to draw King into the system. 

He advised King to break all links 
with Levison and anyone who had 
Communist connections. 

To his credit King responded that 
given the levels of discrimination 
it was “amazing that so few” black 
people turned to communism.

And after King came out against 
the Vietnam War and started organis-
ing the poor, Johnson supported the 
FBI’s attempts to undermine him.

Once FBI agents discovered King 
was sleeping with women other than 
his wife while on the road organis-
ing, they expanded their programme 
to bugging and filming. 

They hoped that the recordings 
could be used to discredit him. 

This operation was run by the FBI’s   
disinformation branch, and wildly 
exaggerated the accusations it made 
against movement figures. 

Letter
It sent an anonymous letter with 
a recording to King’s wife Coretta 
and other leading members of the 
movement. 

The letter told King, “You know 
what you have to do,” which his 
 colleagues saw as a call on him to 
kill himself. 

The film deserves to be seen and 
the facts to be known. But I felt the 
film’s tone lacks the rage that I felt 
watching a group of powerful racists 
trying to undermine the fight for civil 
rights. 

It implies that the moderate view 
was right. 

In fact the success of the Civil 
Rights and Black Power movements 
came from the fact that they refused 
to compromise.
MLK/FBI is available to stream from 
15 January. Go to mlkfbi.co.uk for details

CIVIL RIGHTS marchers in a still from MLK/FBI  Picture: iFc Films

MUSIC
SPARE RIBS
By Sleaford Mods 
Out on Friday 15 Jan

THIS IS a brilliant album 
from the East Midlands 
two-piece of Jason 
Williamson and Andrew 
Fearns. It’s a Covid-19 era 
album that talks about 
that experience with an 
anti-capitalist edge.

Williamson has 
a long-held and 
well-deserved reputation 
as someone who holds 
a mirror up to everyday 
working class lives and 
delivers acerbic austerity 
era commentary. My late 
nan would have loved his 
singing style because “you 
can hear every word.”

This is a Sleaford Mods 
album that is really playing 
with well-established 
boundaries of their sound. 

On Spare Ribs the 
musical talents of Andrew 
Fearns come more to the 
fore, and it’s welcome. On 
songs like Out There, Mork 
n Mindy and Top Room you 

feel like you’re in a club—
which is welcome in the 
context of our Covid-era 
social lives.

This is still their 
characteristic 
minimalism—often only 
two or three sounds at 
any one time. But they’ve 
strived for a bigger sound 
here and it’s paid off big 
time. Often it’s rooted 
in sounds that come out 
of the late 90s, early 00s 
dance scene.

Williamson’s singing is a 
bit less deadpan and a bit 
more relaxed.

There’s one other 
well-trodden theme that’s 
repeated on this album. 
That’s in criticising what he 
describes as “class-tourism” 
and artists who use 
social questions without 
understanding them. 

This is the subject of 
an ongoing three-way 
public feud with excellent 
contemporaries IDLES and 
Fat White Family. 

One note of criticism 
is Williamson’s use of the 
c-word—albeit employed 
here less than on other 
albums. My nan wouldn’t 
like that and neither do I.

But all in all it’s an 
album they can be very 
proud of.
Alan Kenny

Sleaford Mods—Spare Rib



HISTORY & THEORY14 15
Socialist Worker  13 January 2021Socialist Worker  13 January 2021

S
o m e t h i n g 
very unusual 
happened in 
Britain earlier 
th is  month . 
Large  num-

bers of workers refused to 
return to their  workplaces 
in  def iance of  c lear 
instructions from the gov-
ernment. And the mass 
action helped to inflict a 
humiliating defeat for the 
government.   

The Tories had insisted 
that it was safe for primary 
schools across England 
to reopen from Monday  
4 January. 

But in school after school, 
head teachers were forced to 
close to most children after 
workers refused to attend. 
The same evening, Boris 
Johnson announced the 
closure of schools as part of 
a new lockdown.  

It’s one of the few times 
during the pandemic that 
workers have made their 
voices heard. There have 
been other smaller-scale 
examples—involving post 
workers, distribution staff and 
council workers. 

But the primary school 
action has been the most 
significant—and shows that 
workers have immense power.

Workers are often seen as 
relatively powerless, a group 
on the bottom rung of society. 
Bosses and the governments 
they influence make the big 
decisions that affect our lives. 

In fact workers are the most 
powerful group in society 
because they play a role that 
no other group does. The entire 
system relies on them.. 

For instance, deliveries 
have expanded during the 
coronavirus crisis as more 
people avoid visiting shops. 

People working for firms 
such as Deliveroo are often 
on insecure contracts and low 
pay. They might be dismissed 
as “precarious” and seen as too 
weak to fight back. 

But if delivery drivers got 
together and decided to refuse 
to work until a demand was 
met, bosses would have a big 
problem. They can’t simply 
get on bikes and do the work 
themselves —there’s too much 
of it. 

C
APITALISM IS a 
highly-integrated 
system. This has 
made it more vul-
nerable because 
a strike that hits 

one area can quickly have an 
impact elsewhere. 

When lorries queued for 
miles at Dover last month there 
was panic. Shops couldn’t sell 
products because they were 
trapped in trucks.  

Honda closed its plant in 
Swindon temporarily, blaming 
problems in getting parts. Food 
began to rot in lorries instead of 
getting to supermarkets. 

Workers’ action didn’t bring 
about the gridlock. But the 
chaos showed how fragile 
the system is —and how easy 

it is to bring it grinding to a 
halt. Similarly, when pubs and 
restaurants have closed during 
lockdowns, there are howls of 
outrage from bosses. 

The bosses are furious that 
they have paid for stock only 
to be prevented from making 
money from it. 

Imagine if instead of a 
lockdown, it was a workers’ 
strike that closed pubs and 
restaurants. It would cause 
exactly the same problems for 
the bosses. Workers who don’t 

directly produce profits have 
power too. Governments panic 
when school workers threaten 
strikes because they know that, 
if parents have to look after 
children, they may not be able 
to work. 

It matters if health workers 
take action because bosses 
need some level of health care 
to keep their staff fit enough to 
work. 

Workers are in a unique 
position under capitalism. 
Exploiting workers— employing 

them but not paying them 
the full value of what they 
produce—is how bosses make 
profits. And the whole system is 
based around bosses competing 
with each other to make the 
most profits. 

Strikes matter because they 
expose a fundamental truth 
about the divide that lies at 
the heart of the system—that 
between labour and capital.

O
N THE surface 
it  seems that 
bosses make all 
the decisions. 
But the truth 
is that workers 

have the power to decide 
whether production keeps 
going or not, and in what way. 

For instance, workers staging 
mass strikes in France in 2019 
targeted businesses but helped 
ordinary people. Electricity 
workers cut power to big firms 
while deactivating payment 
meters that limited the energy 
supply to households behind 
with the bills. 

T h e  a c t i v i t y  a n d 
organisation involved in taking 
action can help workers to see 
their own power. That’s partly 
why socialists fight for workers 
to be active in disputes and 
take control of them, instead 
of leaving things to union 
officials. 

Of course it isn’t only workers 
who fight back. Strikes aren’t 
the only form of resistance and 
others, such as protests, are 
important too.  

Recent mass movements and 
protests in Poland, Guatemala, 
Belarus, Thailand and other 
places have rattled states and 
inspired ordinary people. 

But workers have a power 
that others don’t—they can 
stop the flow of profits and shut 
down the system. They are in a 
position to strike the strongest 
blow against capitalism. And 
they can build an alternative 
to it. 

The revolutionary Karl Marx 
called the working class the 
“gravedigger” of capitalism. 
It has the numbers, skills and 
experience to run society 
without bosses. It is the only 
class with the social weight to 
make a revolution and create a 
socialist society. 

T h e  n e e d  f o r  s u c h 
fundamental change becomes 
clearer by the day. 

Before  the  pandemic , 
we faced a barbaric system 
that generates war, poverty, 
oppression and climate change. 
Capitalism harms the vast 
majority of people in one way 
or another.  

Coronavirus has highlighted 
the failings of those at the top 
of society. They are overseeing 
a devastating crisis and tens 
of thousands of unnecessary 
deaths. 

As with the financial crisis of 
2007-09, more people can start 
to see that the system doesn’t 
deliver for them. Socialists 
need to organise to turn the 
bitterness at the system into 
action that can stop the horror 
and transform the world.

WORKERS 
HOLD THE
POWER

Those at the top of society tell workers that they have no 
power. Sadie Robinson look at recent school stoppages 
and says that only workers can end Covid chaos

Workers who 
don’t directly 
produce profits 
have power  
too 

‘‘ 
Delivery workers have
more power

TRANSPORT WORKERS in South Africa protesting while on strike

READ MORE
 

Workers at British 
gas recently struck 
Picture: Guy Smallman

Teaching staff ‘feel bold and 
empowered’ after action

Cleaning workers at Facebook struck and won  Picture:caiWu 

 THE ACTION in primary 
schools followed a call 
from the NEU union. 
But it was delivered 

by activists on the 
ground. 

Nursery teacher Paula said 
half the nursery schools in 
her city were affected after 
workers cited Section 44 of 
the Employment Rights 
Act. 

This says that 
workers have the right 
to refuse to work in 
unsafe environments. 

“We would not have closed 
if union members had not 
organised,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “It’s really good.  

“People were really 
anxious about coming back. 
We can’t social distance. 
We have lots of adults 
across the classroom. 

“The head did a risk 
assessment and we said 
it’s not enough. So we 
went straight to setting 
up vulnerable and key 
worker bubbles.” 

Venda, joint district 
secretary of Redbridge NEU 
in east London, said two 
schools there used Section 
44 letters. “I never thought 
people would be doing this,” 
she told Socialist Worker. But 
fear drove people to act. 

“In one primary school, 
eight teaching assistants 
(TAs) got together and 
lobbed in Section 44 

letters,” said Venda. 
“Normally TAs are 

treated abysmally. The head 
thought they would do as 
they were told. So this was 
really extraordinary.” 

Venda said, “People feel 
bold and empowered”. 
“They’ve overcome the 
fear factor,” she said. 
“They will be going back 
on their terms. That’s so 
different—it’s resistance.” 

Paula explained the 
difference this resistance 
has made in her workplace. 

“We have two 
teams on a rota. 

“Today we had nine 
children usually we’d 
have 40-odd. Another 
bubble has six children.” 

Uncertainty
Paula warned there is some 
uncertainty over where 
to go next. But Venda 
said that union leaders 
should not retreat. 

“There’s a real mood 
to do things,” she said. 
“To pour cold water all 
over that is really sad. 

“But for some union 
leaders it’s almost like 
workers are too confident.” 

Paula also added, 
“People are taking action. 
Our organisation is 
getting stronger. We’ve 
got a big battle on our 
hands and the union has 
got to be decisive.” 

lOn New Terrain: How 
Capital is Reshaping the 
Battleground of Class War
by Kim Moody £15.99

lLearning we are powerful 
—how do workers become 
revolutionary?
Socialist Worker article by 
Dave Sewell
bit.ly/RevWorkers

lMarxism and Trade Union 
Struggle The General Strike 
of 1926 
by Tony Cliff and Donny 
Gluckstein 
£9.99

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk
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Don’t let lockdown laws 
stop our right to resist

The latest lockdown 
legislation brings in 
worrying assaults on 
protest rights, writes 
Sarah Bates

OUR RIGHT to picket and 
protest is under threat 
from new coronavirus 
laws—and the police are 
promising to enforce them 
with a renewed vigour. 

New legislation seeks 
to make it much harder 
for people to hold 
gatherings in areas under 
the toughest coronavirus 
restrictions. The Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) 
Regulations could have 
serious consequences.

Previously, people were 
allowed to set up a protest 
if organisers filled out a risk 
assessment and could prove 
they were minimising the 
danger of virus transmission. 

It said protests were 
allowed if the gathering 
was “organised by a 
business, a charitable, 
benevolent or philanthropic 
institution, a public body, 
or a political body”. 

But under tier four that 
exemption was removed, 
and now the restriction 
has been rolled out 
across all of England. 

Last week the 
Metropolitan Police said it 
would begin to prosecute 
not just the organisers of 
events, but people who 
attended them too.

Fines
Matt Twist from the Met 
said a new digital system 
allowed cops to issue 
fines at a faster rate. 

Early signs show that 
cops are becoming heavier 
handed—21 people 
were arrested at one 
 anti-lockdown protest in 
central London last week.

Yet despite their claims 
of protecting people, the 
police and the legal system 
aren’t interpreting the law 
in very predictable ways. 

In March last year, the 
Coronavirus Act gave police 
sweeping new powers to 
arrest, detain and charge 
people for breaching the 
new regulations. But the 
Crown Prosecution Service 

admitted that in the first 
two months all 44 charges 
brought against people 
under the new legislation 
were improperly applied.

It’s not the first time 
the state has tried to stop 
us taking to the streets. 

The latest Tory anti-trade 
union laws, which came into 
force in 2017, included strict 
new rules for picketing.

The rules play into the 
hands of union bureaucrats 
who don’t want to mount 
a real fight, and make the 

bosses feel like they’re on the 
front foot. Yet strikers have 
still gathered together in 
large numbers on picket lines 
and shown their strength.

In the same way, it is 
possible to protest during a 
pandemic, such as during 
the Black Lives Matter 
protests last summer. 

A surge of anger erupted 
across Britain meaning cops 
weren’t able to stop the 
demonstrations, whether 
risk assessments had 
been filled out or not.

When protests do happen, 
they should be made as 
Covid-safe as possible. 

Spread
But when the major reason 
behind the spread of the virus 
is the Tories’ failure to put 
people’s lives before profit, 
resistance is necessary. 

It was important that 
health workers protested 
against the Tories’ 
refusal to grant them 
a pay rise last year.  

The government fears 
resistance. It won’t be in a 
rush to repeal the existing 
coronavirus legislation. 

But that doesn’t mean 
we have to accept they stay 
forever. The unions should 
mount resistance to the 
new draconian measures. 

The new legislation, 
rushed through at a time of 
unprecedented crisis, could 
undermine the right to take to 
the streets in the long-term. 

It will need a fight to 
ensure that all the rights 
to protest and picket are 
defended and extended 
so ordinary people 
can have their say.

COPS AT a Black Lives Matter protest last year

BACK STORY
The Tories have used 
coronavirus legislation to 
restrict the right to protest
lThe first coronavirus 
legislation, brought in 
last March, gave the 
cops powers to break up 
gatherings
lThere were some 
exemptions for protests—
and people did organise 
demonstrations in the 
summer
lBut now new laws want to 
make that much harder

The Tories 
won’t be in a 
rush to repeal 
the draconian 
measures
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PROTESTING IN defence of Julian Assange in London this month  Picture: Guy Smallman

   Jail the war criminals, not those who expose them
by ISABEL RINGROSE 

A COURT decision earlier this 
month blocking WikiLeaks’ 
founder Julian Assange from 
being extradited to the United 
States is a blow to imperialism.

The US wants Assange to 
stand trial over leaked, confi‑
dential documents published 
by WikiLeaks.

Information provided by 
US Army intelligence ana‑
lyst Chelsea Manning from 
2010 and 2011 in some 
750,000 classified docu‑
ments, revealed the horrific 
truth about imperialism.

The incriminating material 
includes over 250,00 US 
diplomatic cables and around 
480,000 army reports—
known as the Iraq War Logs 
and Afghan War Diary. 

Documents
WikiLeaks had released some 
91,000 documents related to 
the war in Afghanistan by 
July 2010. 

I t  r evea led  c i v i l i an 
deaths, Taliban attacks, 
and involvement by other 
countries. 

Footage of the Granai 
airstrike in 2009, in which up 

to 147 civilians were killed 
by a US airstrike, was also 
uncovered.

Some 400,000  documents 
regarding the Iraq War were 
released. 

Classified footage from 
2007 in Baghdad showed 
two Reuters journalists being 
fired at and killed.

After the men were killed 

US forces fired on an unarmed 
van that was picking up the 
bodies. The numbers killed 
in the attack varied from  
12 to over 18, and two 
 children were wounded.

The documents showed 
that the US government had 
ignored reports of torture 
committed by its military.

In 2011 779 secret files 

relating to prisoners detained 
at the Guantanamo Bay mili‑
tary base were published. 

Documents noted that 
more than 150 innocent 
citizens from Pakistan and 
Afghanistan were held for 
years without charges.

They included details 
of the mental and physical 
 wellbeing of the prison’s 

youngest and oldest detain‑
ees, including an 89 year old 
man and a 14 year old boy.

Military powerhouses such 
as the US and Britain don’t 
want their imperialist ven‑
tures put at risk by individu‑
als speaking out.

From 2012 to 2019 
Assange was granted politi‑
cal asylum at the Ecuadorian 
embassy in London. 

He was arrested by Met 
police after failing to appear 
in court for extradition to 
Sweden.

Assange was taken to 
Belmarsh, where he has been 
held for the last 18 months. 

Since the decision was 
made to not extradite him 
based on his mental health, 
he has been denied bail.

Assange and Manning 
have faced continuous legal 
action.

Manning was jailed from 
2010 until 2017 as retaliation 
from the US establishment.

She was charged with 22 
offences, including violations 
of the Espionage Act 1917 
and aiding the enemy. 

It was the first time the 
1917 act has been used 
to indict a publisher or 
journalist.

Manning was fined and 
jailed again in 2019 for a 
year after refusing to testify 
against Assange.  

The s t rength of  the 
a n t i ‑ w a r  m o v e m e n t 
encouraged the Wikileaks’ 
revelations of war crimes, 
and  the  cases  l eaked 
bolstered the movement’s 
arguments.

Threat
The prosecutions of Assange 
and Manning are a direct 
threat to those who reveal 
the reality of war.

But  they a lso  show 
how much the leaks have 
unnerved the authorities.

States pump out lies to 
rally support for their wars—
such as claiming they are for 
humanitarian reasons. When 
crimes are uncovered, these 
lies are exposed.

Si lencing those who 
unmask the truth only 
demonstrates why revealing 
it is so important. 

Assange should be freed. 
And opposition to imperialist 
powers must fight to end their 
bloody wars permanently. 

Those who commit war 
crimes should be jailed—not 
the people exposing them.

NEWS16
Socialist Worker  13 January 2021
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Readings 
risking lives? 
GREEDY Morrison Data 
are sending out meter 
readers—for BG, EDF 
and the rest—in the most 
highly infected areas in 
the country.

They are telling their 
workforce that they are 
key frontline workers. 
These workers are on 
minimum wage, putting 
their lives at risk to fulfil 
contracts.

If they are key 
workers, get them 
vaccinated.

Sallie Payne
Dymchurch  

No hope in 
Joe Biden 
US president-elect Joe 
Biden won’t only destroy 
the planet with his 
polluting climate policies, 
he is also pro-war. His 
policies will also destroy 
the planet.

Andres Viveros
Facebook

Starmer failed 
on education 
TORY FAILURES have 
killed working people 
and made them work in 
dangerous conditions.

Good on unions such 
as the NEU for taking 
steps for safer workplaces 
to reduce transmission 
in our communities to 
protect people. 

They’ve done more 
than the Tories or Keir 
Starmer’s pathetic 
opposition.

Martin Empson
Online

lTEACHERS and 
education workers will 
never forget that Labour 
leader Keir Starmer has 
sold them down the river 
in a canoe, without a 
paddle.

Jim Callaghan
Facebook 

Keep our 
schools safe
THIS IS one deadly and 
dangerous government! 
What a time for some to 
decide an arrogant, inept 
and immoral individual 
would be a good leader 
for this country.

That choice has 
resulted in tens 
of thousands of 
unnecessary deaths.

What’s the safety 
situation in the 
most expensive and 
prestigious private 
schools like Eton? 

I want the same safety 
precautions as them, if 
you please.

Sally Meadows
Online

Just a 
thought...

Vaughan Gething

No praise for Welsh government
THE SENEDD, led by Mark 
Drakeford and Welsh 
Labour, did well in opinion 
polls for their handling of 
the first wave of the 
pandemic.

This was despite the 
deaths of more than 1,000 
care home residents and the 
catastrophic spread of cases.

However public 
confidence plummeted 
when cases rose 
dramatically across the 
country after the October 
firebreak.

Health minister Vaughan 
Gething was reluctant to 
cancel the easing of 
restrictions at Christmas, 

even though Wales had the 
second worst infection rate 
in the world. 

Cancellation of non-
urgent care and 12 hour 
ambulance waits are 
becoming frequent, and 
there are already delays in 
rolling out the vaccine. 

Fingers are now being 
pointed at the delays in 
announcing a lockdown, 
inadequate and chaotic 
testing systems, and 
keeping schools and 
colleges open.

Education minister Kirsty 
Williams has now been 
forced into a U-turn over 
schools, which remain 
closed until half term.

But this was after 
thousands of teachers 
refused to work in unsafe 
environments. UCU union 
members should now follow 
their lead.

Rhoda Thomas
Swansea

Solidarity 
with school 
workers
IF NO education worker 
was in a trade union—from 
teachers, support staff, 
admin staff and 
headteachers—then last 
week’s lockdown would not 
have happened.

Some sort of lockdown 
might eventually have 
happened but announced 
later for a shorter duration 
and with less depth.

Boris Johnson delayed his 
lockdown announcement 
until Monday night. Not 
because he is incompetent, 
but because he was testing 
whether the teachers and 
support staff had the 
organisation to close 
primary schools.

Thankfully enough of 
them did. And this support 
was snowballing.

The Tories faced the 
prospect of a lockdown 
being implemented from 
below by education workers 
through their unions.

This was spearheaded by 
the NEU, itself spearheaded 
by its activists. The 
government announced the 
lockdown on Monday night 
to take back control.

Education workers have 
won a massive health and 
safety victory for our entire 
class. We are nowhere near 
being out of the Covid-19 
woods yet, but at least we 
are not rushing deeper into 
those woods.

The task now is to ensure 
enough economic and 
societal support for all 
adversely affected by the 
lockdown. Then fighting 
the virus and not fighting 
the lockdown can remain 
our focus. Solidarity with, 
and thanks to, education 
trade unionists.

Richard Milner
Unite finance sector delegate to 

Unite regional committee

Repurpose for the climate 
I’VE BEEN following the 
struggle of the Rolls-Royce 
workers in Barnoldswick 
in your pages. I’m 
surprised the trade unions 
haven’t targeted this site.

It’s a perfect place to 
use the principles of the 
1976 Lucas Plan and cash 
from the government’s 
infrastructure bank to 
convert production to 
new green technologies.

Barnoldswick has a 
highly skilled workforce 
and young people in 
abundance. Train them 
through apprenticeships, 
at the premises Rolls-
Royce no longer want to 

use to produce their highly 
polluting jet engines.

Rolls-Royce and other 
aerospace industries have 
received vast amounts of 
government money over 
the years. So a nominal 
£1 for the site seems a 
fair price.

If we had a socialist 
government, the workers 
at the site would already 
have secured a future for 
themselves and future 
generations of workers.

And equally 
importantly—the 
environment.

Jane Lee
By email

Keir Starmer blaming wrong 
people for Covid-19 spread
IN AN appearance on TV’s Good 
Morning Britain last week Keir 
Starmer voiced his support for 
emergency legislation to deal with 
anti-vaxxer campaigns.

This could mean jail time for 
those spreading misinformation 
about the Covid-19 vaccine.

Without doubt, anti-vaccine 
myths are dangerous. But 
Starmer’s suggestion of 
criminalising these campaigns only 
risks fuelling them further.

Beyond the significant free 
speech implications, this idea is 
simply bad policy.

Conspiracy theorists, particularly 
those in the social media era, will 
process information in light of 
what they already believe to be 
true.

Threatening criminal 
punishment will not stop the 

spread of misinformation. It will 
only fuel anti-vaxxers’ beliefs that 
they have uncovered a hidden truth 
which the powers-that-be are 
desperate to keep quiet.

If Starmer was serious about the 
rise of dangerous conspiracy 
campaigns he should highlight how 
social media algorithms—
particularly Facebook’s—encourage 
the spread of misinformation.

Instead he suggests criminalising 
gullibility—policy that would be 
entirely self-defeating.

There is also little to suggest at 
this point that anti-vax campaigns 
are impacting the rollout of the 
vaccine.

The real obstacle preventing rapid 
and widespread vaccination is not a 
lack of willing participants, it is the 
continued criminal incompetence of 
the Tory government.

The Tories are vaccinating at a 
rate too slow to keep pace with 
rising infections. 

They have shunned potential 
vaccinating partners and have 
failed to guarantee coverage for 
care home residents.

And the 12-week wait for a 
second dose has sparked concerns.

The government backed itself 
into a corner with its Covid-19 
non-strategy. It has made 
vaccination the only viable way out 
of the pandemic and the only way 
to prevent more rampant death.

Now the Tories are at risk of 
failing to deliver on the vaccine. 

But where does the leader of the 
opposition place the blame? 

People who spend too much time 
on Facebook.

Liam Doherty
Northamptonshire
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PAUL HOLMES is confident after coming second to ‘continuity candidate’ Christina McAnea (inset) 

 Election achievement for   
 left wing Unison activist 
by SARAH BATES

SOCIALISTS IN the Unison union 
were feeling encouraged this 
week after left candidate Paul 
Holmes delivered a strong result 
in the general secretary election. 

Although right wing candidate 
Christina McAnea won the elec-
tion with 63,900 votes, Paul came 
in second place with 45,220 votes. 

Assistant general secretary Roger 
McKenzie managed 14,450 votes 
and Hugo Pierre had 10,382 votes.

“As an ordinary, lay member of 
the union, to come a clear second in 
the ballot was an achievement, par-
ticularly getting at least three times 
the vote of those candidates coming 
third and fourth,” said Paul.

“The number of new activists 
that got involved in our campaign 
was incredible, as was the breadth 
of talent displayed”.

It’s the best left wing vote in a 
Unison general secretary election for  
20 years and shows the appetite for 
change throughout the union. 

Paul argued for a real fight over 
wages, a robust defence against 
attacks on jobs and conditions, and 
for a union genuinely controlled by 
members. 

His big vote should be a spur 
to make the most of the poten-
tial for workers’ resistance. People 
responded to the idea of a positive 
lead from the top.

Workers in the public sector 
know they are facing a punishing 
time ahead.

Years of austerity had left local 
government, education and the 

NHS stretched thin before the 
pandemic—and now they are at 
breaking point. 

“The NHS has 100,000 vacan-
cies and 15 percent of staff are off 
work for Covid-related reasons,” 
said Paul. “We have seen the fiasco 
in schools. The vaccine programme 
is complicated by government 
incompetence.”

And bosses are attempting shady 
new tactics to get workers to accept 

worse terms and conditions. 
Paul added, “Employers like 

British Gas and Tower Hamlets 
council are increasingly looking to 
‘fire and rehire’ tactics.”

Unison national executive com-
mittee elections are coming soon. 
Union members are organising to 
win more left representation on the 
key decision-making body. 

McAnea was the candidate heav-
ily pushed by the Unison top brass. 

She’s seen as the “continuity can-
didate” to Dave Prentis’s two dec-
ade-long reign that saw almost 
no national fightback against the 
Tories’ attacks. 

Paul called on Unison members 
to back NEC candidates “who want 
real change”. 

“The need for our union to 
organise, ‘shout from the rooftops’ 
and ‘up its game’ has never been 
greater,” he said.

 Tories give  
 green light  
 to evictions
LANDLORDS NOW have the 
power to evict tenants for not 
paying rent during lockdown, 
under new rule changes by the 
Tories.

The government last Friday 
extended a ban on bailiff 
evictions in England. The 
extension will continue until 
21 February, covering the new 
lockdown.

But they have scrapped 
restrictions on landlords serving 
eviction notices. 

Rent that has been unpaid 
for six months can now lead 
to evictions, and any debts 
accrued since the start of the 
pandemic are not excluded.

Previously, the ban allowed 
landlords to carry out evictions 
in the “most egregious” cases, 
such as anti-social behaviour or 
owing rent for more than nine 
months. But rents accrued since 
the first lockdown in March 
were not allowed to be counted.

This means that, as 
unemployment skyrockets, 
the Tories have taken away 
protection for those who can’t 
afford to pay the rent.

Citizens Advice has estimated 
that close to half a million 
tenants are in arrears, with the 
average amount owed at £730.

Landlords lobbied ministers 
to end the ban, claiming it 
harms business and is causing 
tenants to build up more 
arrears. 

The Tories have clearly shown 
they care more about keeping 
money in landlords’ pockets 
than keeping a roof over 
people’s heads.

Applications to the courts for 
possession by landlords were 
down 86 percent between July 
and September last year due to 
the ban.

But 70,309 households 
were still made homeless and 
50,561 were threatened with 
homelessness since the start of 
the pandemic despite this.

The new rules will mean even 
more people will face evictions 
and homelessness.
Isabel Ringrose

 Brexit Party—now Reform UK—says ‘learn to live with virus’
by SADIE ROBINSON

THE RACIST Brexit Party was 
officially renamed as Reform UK 
last week. The right wing party has 
now launched a group in Scotland, 
Reform UK Scotland, and plans to 
stand in elections this year.

A press conference on Monday 
spelled out its right wing agenda.

Party chair Richard Tice argued 
for cutting taxes, “unnecessary 
regulation” and “wasteful 
government spending”. 

He attacked what he described 
as “diversity at the BBC” and 
“bumbling bureaucrats” in 
government.

He railed against the lockdown 
restrictions, complaining that 
“we’re all locked up” and claiming 
that people are “unnecessarily 
terrified”.

“Our children  are caged up,” 
Tice said. “This is Boris’s bleak 
Britain.” Tice said lockdown is 
causing “untold misery” for people, 

and that instead of lockdowns, 
“we have to learn to live with” 
coronavirus.  “It’s with us forever,” 
he said reassuringly.

Tice claimed that Reform UK 
would be based on “common 
sense”. 

A big theme was railing against 
any attempts to bring about 
Scottish independence, and 
celebrating “the union”.

“The sum of the whole is worth 
so much more than the sum of the 
individual parts,” he said.

Michelle Ballantyne MSP is 
heading up Reform UK Scotland. 

She resigned from the Tories in 
November last year, having voted 
against coronavirus restrictions.

Ballantyne whined last week 
that young people are being 
“sacrificed” to stop older people 
from dying.

Reform UK aims to grow out of 
discontent with the system and 
push it in a right wing direction. 

It should be opposed.Richard Tice hit out at diversity

FIGURE IT OUT

50,561
 households have 
been threatened with 
homelessness between 
the start of April 2020 and 
November last year, figures 
obtained from councils show

 70,309
households sought help from 
councils as they were already 
homeless during the same 
time period
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ENGINEERING

Has fightback saved 
jobs at Rolls-Royce?
AFTER NINE weeks of 
strikes, workers at the 
Rolls-Royce factory in 
Barnoldswick, Lancashire, 
were voting this week on 
a possible deal to end the 
action.

Unite union members have 
been fighting a threat to  
350 jobs and the possible 
 closure of the site.

Unite suspended the 
strikes last week.

Unite assistant general 
secretary Steve Turner said, 
“This workforce, their union 
and this community have 
battled long and hard for a 
brighter future and there is 
now very real hope of this on 
the horizon.

Backing
“We are  advis ing our 
 members that this deal comes 
with the unanimous backing 
of the shopfloor leadership, 
which is an overwhelm-
ing reflection of this union’s 
 confidence in the proposals.

“Every minute of the past 
nine weeks, this workforce, 
their friends and neighbours 
and their union have battled 
for a brighter future.”  

The details of the deal 
have not been made public.

But there are  suggestions 
that management have 
o f f e r e d  a  t w o - y e a r  
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  n o 
 compulsory redundancies,

They have also said that  
there will be development of 
the site over the next decade 
that will boost jobs.

If these reports are true, 
then action and  sustained 
strikes have secured much 

more  than the  fa i led 
 campaigns at Ford Bridgend 
in South Wales and at Honda 
in Swindon.

At these purely  propaganda 
action did not halt closure or 
imminent closure.

Strikes are always a more 
powerful response to job cuts 
than mere words.

However, the Barnoldswick 
o f f e r  s t o p s  s h o r t  o f 

protecting workers against all 
 redundancies. It is still possi-
ble Rolls-Royce could push 
through rounds of voluntary 
redundancies that would gut 
the plant and reduce jobs in 
the area.

The very brave battle 
by Barnoldswick workers 
deserves to end with all 
the jobs protected and real 
certainty about the future.

HEALTH WORKERS

It’s time to turn NHS anger 
into effective action now
THE MAJORITY of Scottish 
nurses are willing to strike 
due to being “burnt out and 
undervalued” and suffering 
from bullying during 
the coronavirus crisis.

A new study also 
found that nearly all 
frontline key workers 
say they are suffering 
mental health issues.

The survey by health 
worker group Nurses United 
and Nursing Notes found 
that 60 percent of nursing 
staff in Scotland were 
willing to strike up to and 
including the withdrawal 
of non-critical care.

Value
Of the 659 Scottish nurses 
who took part in the 
survey, 97 percent said 
they felt undervalued 
by the government.

Just over half said they 
were regularly understaffed 
and three quarters of 

them admitted it led to 
a compromise in care.

One in three workers 
had been forced to skip 
meals to feed their family 
or save money and 
12 percent had been forced 
to miss rent payments.

Royal College of Nursing 
Scotland’s associate 
director Eileen McKenna 
said it had found as 
early as last summer that 
nursing staff continued to 
feel “undervalued, under 
pressure and unhappy 
with low staffing levels”.

nA SURVEY for the GMB 
union has revealed that 
almost two thirds of NHS 
workers are considering 
leaving the service after 
the end of the pandemic.

Details of the survey were 
released on Monday as 13 
NHS unions came together to 
launch a united campaign for 
better pay.

STRIKERS HAVE fought for nine weeks                                                     Picture: unite north West

Resistance saves lives
SCOTTISH further 
education (FE) workers 
have revolted over safety.

After Scottish first minister 
Nicola Sturgeon announced 
a “stay at home” lockdown, 
a minister issued a letter 
saying existing pre-Christmas 
arrangements for colleges were 
still sufficient. 

These rules had allowed  
20-40 percent of FE students 
on to campus. 

If unopposed thousands 
would have congregated 
in colleges from 5 January. 
Members of EIS-FELA—the 
college wing of the teaching 
union—acted. 

On 7 January, after 
mobilising the recently formed 
EIS-FE safety reps’ network and 
lay branch reps, the EIS was 
urged to challenge the advice. 

With the UCU, Unison 
and Unite unions, the EIS 
demanded the Scottish 
government ban face to face 
teaching until it was safe. 

The next day the minister’s 
advice changed, saying all 
face to face teaching should 

be reduced to an “absolutely 
essential minimum”. 

A few principals remain bent 
on forcing students in. Their 
definition of what is “essential” 
seemed to be commercial 
courses or hair and beauty.

South Lanarkshire FELA 
members held a giant EIS 
online members’ meeting in 
response. 

It unanimously decided 
that if the principal did not 
change position the branch 
would go into dispute, and also 
encourage members to submit 
Section 44 letters.

Management was forced 
into a massive retreat.

Resistance saves lives. The 
same will apply to jobs. 

The Scottish government 
publicly promotes lecturers’ 
professionalism. But it turns 
a blind eye to lecturers being 
fired and rehired or replaced as 
instructors who would do the 
same job but on less pay. 

EIS-FELA is shortly to hold a 
national statutory strike ballot 
to win over this issue.
Donny Gluckstein

Five-day strike at British Gas
>>From page 20
shared a message from 
a supporter on why they 
were backing the strike.

It said, “One of the 
reasons engineers are 
striking is to protect the 
customers long term.

“Under the new T&Cs, 
engineers will be given 
unrealistic time allowances 
for every job. As soon as 
they arrive at your house 
the clock is ticking. If they 
don’t complete the job in 
the time given, they’ll be 
penalised, but rewarded 
if they complete faster 
than the allowance.

“They won’t be able 
to do the thorough job 
you need and deserve, 
which could compromise 
your safety. You don’t 
want them to rush when 
working with something 
as dangerous as gas!”

The message added, 

“Every day, engineers also go 
above and beyond, helping 
elderly and vulnerable people 
with easy little odd jobs such 
as fixing cupboard doors.

“Imagine how they will 
feel when the engineer tells 
them they can’t help them/
chat with them as British 
Gas will penalise them 
for taking extra time.”

The strike involves 
some 4,000 service and 
repair gas engineers, 600 
central heating installers, 
540 electrical engineers, 
170 specialist business 
gas engineers and 1,700 
smart metering engineers.

As workers in many other 
industries face similar fire 
and rehire battles, victory for 
the British Gas strikers could 
inspire wider resistance.

More strikes are now 
urgently needed.
lSend solidarity to British Gas 
workers at bit.ly/BGsolidarity

Sage workers 
set to strike
CARE AND cleaning workers in 
the UVW union at Service to the 
Aged (Sage) care home in north 
London were set to strike from 
Friday to Sunday this week. 

In October workers voted 
100 percent for action. 

They are demanding pay of 
£12 an hour as well as sick pay 
and annual leave at the same 
level as NHS rates.

They also want UWV to be 
the recognised union.

A UVW statement said, 
“Sage’s trustees, two of whom 
are billionaires, continue to 
cite poverty pay and precarity 
across the sector as justification 
for refusing workers’ demands.”

Bile, a care worker at the 
home, said, “We have worked 
and worked in this pandemic, 
but when an employee voices 
their opinion, there is a barrier, 
there is a block, they’re ignored. 

“It’s happening because our 
bosses look at us like we’re 
nothing.”
lDonate to their strike fund at 
bit.ly/sagecarehomefund

Vote begins 
for BT action
THE CWU union is beginning 
a formal strike ballot this 
week at BT’s Openreach.

It follows bosses’ refusal 
to withdraw from imposed 
changes to the grades of 
Repayment Project Engineers 
(RPEs).

RPEs voted by 92 percent for 
strikes over the issue last year 
in a consultative ballot.

The union hoped Openreach 
management would then 
reconsider. 

But, says the CWU, “such 
expectations have proved futile 
with complete management 
intransigence setting the scene 
for the forthcoming statutory 
industrial action ballot”.

The ballot was set to begin 
on Thursday this week and end 
on 4 February. 

At that point, says the CWU, 
“assuming a ‘Yes’ vote and the 
company’s continued refusal 
to change tack, notice will be 
served for industrial action 
to commence on or about 
Thursday 18 February”.

CLEANERS AND CARERS TELECOMS

THE PCS union has begun 
a consultative industrial 
action ballot for its members 
working for outsourcer OCS 
on a security contract in 
courts and tribunals.

It is over the failure to 
improve pay, terms and 
conditions.

Workers want pay of at 
least £9.50 an hour across 
Britain and £10.85 an hour in 
London.

They are also demanding 
sick pay from day one at 
the company rather than 
statutory rates, 30 days 

annual leave per year and a 
bonus in recognition of their 
work during the pandemic.

OCS has offered an 
increase of just 13p an hour.

Yet OCS has also released 
a statement boasting about 
making £20 million in  
Covid-related sales since the 
start of the pandemic.

The PCS says its members 
have “often put the health 
and safety of court users 
above their own health 
and safety. Our members 
are outraged, angry, and 
disgusted by OCS,” it said.

CIVIL SERVICE

FURTHER EDUCATION

BRITISH GAS

A battle coming in courts? 
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 NATIONALISE ALL  
 HEALTHCARE NOW
WHILE THE NHS lurches 
deeper into crisis, private 
health care for the rich is 
cashing in.

A number of NHS hospitals 
were forced to cancel all but 
the most urgent cancer oper-
ations last week as wards 
filled with desperately sick 
coronavirus patients.

In Leatherhead, Surrey, 
bodies are being stored at a 
temporary facility after the 
county’s hospital mortuaries 
reached capacity.

One hospital chief in south 
west England described the 
situation as an “absolute 
crisis” and said trusts in his 
area were “hanging on by 
their fingernails”.

Like many others, he 
reported not only a shortage 
of beds, but a terrible lack of 
doctors and nurses.

Routine
But it is a very different story 
at hospitals in the “independ-
ent sector”. There even trivial 
treatments and routine sur-
gery continues as if nothing 
has happened.

Worse still, these leach-
ing firms often siphon off 
NHS doctors to treat their  
fee-paying patients. These 
are the same workers who 

could be helping deal with 
the crisis in the hospitals that 
pay the bulk of their wages.

Normally guarded senior 
clinical leaders in NHS 
England are “profoundly 
uncomfortable” that routine 
care is continuing in private 
hospitals, reported the Health 
Service Journal.

“Many were ‘incensed’ 
that the independent sector 
and the doctors working in 
it were, as they described it, 
‘once again taking the piss 
and walking off with the 
money’. They expressed the 
view the sector needed to be 
‘shamed’ into providing more 
help,” it said.

In a joint letter to all medi-
cal directors in London, the 
leaders asked them “not 
to support” staff perform-
ing non-urgent work in the 
private sector for the next 
month.

And some senior doctors 
are now demanding that all 
private healthcare be com-
mandeered by the NHS so 
that vital treatments, such as 
cancer care, can be shifted 
there. Not only can this 
move provide more capacity, 

but would isolate vulnerable 
patients and mean they can 
be more easily protected.

But with the NHS in such 
a deep crisis we should go 
much further than paying pri-
vate hospitals to start treating 
the less well off.

Instead, private health 
care should be national-
ised immediately, without a  
pay-off to the fat cats who 
feed off them.

The nurses, and other 
health staff, who work in the 
sector should be immediately 
transferred to the NHS and 
asked to work where they are 
most needed.

And, those top consultants 
who have gorged themselves 
by taking a generous NHS 
salary while grabbing a fat 
slice of private sector cash 
should also be brought to 
heel.

One of Labour’s great 

c o m p r o m i s e s  i n  t h e 
founding of the NHS was 
to allow private practice  to 
continue—despite the risk of 
a conflict of interest.

The coronavirus crisis 
shows exactly why this prac-
tice must end.

PRIVATE HOSPITALS are carrying out routine procedures while NHS emergency services are cancelled

 British Gas workers stage national strike against vicious bosses’ assault
by NICK CLARK

THOUSANDS OF British 
Gas workers have struck 
for five days. They are 
leading the way in a 
fight against assaults 
on working conditions 
planned by bosses 
across industries.

More than 7,000 
engineers at energy giant 
British Gas held their 
last day of the strike on 
Monday of this week. 

Their bosses at parent 
company Centrica want 
to force them onto zero-
hours style contracts 
by firing them and then 
rehiring them on much 
worse conditions.

It’s the latest in a 
wave of such assaults 
on workers in a number 
of industries. 

Management issued an 
ultimatum for workers to 
agree to cuts by  
23 December last year 
on pain of dismissal.

GMB union members 
working for British Gas 
responded by voted 
overwhelmingly for strikes 
and staging a high profile 
walkout that won huge 
widespread support.

Chris Fulcher, said 
on Twitter, “I’m a 
British Gas engineer 
of 23+ years service, 
I’ve given over half my 
life to the company.

“My reward for such 

loyalty is BG adopting 
Fire and rehire tactics 
to impose new T&Cs”.

Another, Chris Nelson, 
tweeted that he had “17 
years of loyal service 
to BritishGas. Working 
all the way through the 
pandemic, even working in 
properties with confirmed 
cases of Covid-19. 

“Fixing heating 
and hot water for 
vulnerable customers.

“The thank you I 
received was the threat 
of fire and rehire.”

The strikers received 
widespread support 
and messages of 
solidarity on social 
media. Striker Daniel 
>>continued on page 19Strikers are leading the way against fire and rehire Picture: Guy Smallman
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