
  ROADMAP
TO RUIN
TORIES PUT PROFIT BEFORE PEOPLE >>PAGES 4&5

BORIS JOHNSON’S roadmap 
out of lockdown puts reopening 
the economy above the health of 
millions of working class people.  

Johnson claims his plans are 
“cautious” and careful. His friends 
in the media back him up.  

The BBC’s Laura  Kuenssberg 
described them as a “go‑slow”. 
“Mr Johnson is playing the role 
of a leader for whom  caution is 
number one,” she claimed. 

It is rubbish. Under the Tory 

plans, some ten million students 
and workers could be driven back 
to schools and colleges in England 
on 8 March.  

The Sage group of scientists 
that advises the government says 
this could push up the R number 
by up to 50 percent. R measures 
how many people will be infected 
by someone who has coronavirus.  

Johnson unveiled his plans on 
the same day that new figures 
showed school workers are more 

likely to contract coronavirus than 
most other workers.  

Office for National Statistics 
data put teaching and education 
workers fourth out of a list of 
25 occupations as most likely to 
become infected.

Even health professionals 
had a lower chance of catching 
Covid‑19.  

Johnson called his plan a “one 
way road to freedom”. Yet he 
accepted that it will lead to “more 

deaths”. And who will die as a 
result? It won’t be the wealthy 
or the bosses. It will be people in 
overcrowded homes, older people 
with health problems, and black 
and Asian people who are more 
likely to die from Covid‑19.  

The Tories want working class 
people to pay a deadly price so 
that bosses can get back to making 
profits. We urgently need more 
 resistance to make sure we don’t 
pay it.
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ENVIRONMENT

Bill Gates won’t 
save us from 
climate disaster
BILL GATES’ new book 
How to Avoid a Climate 
Disaster is a billionaire’s 
agenda for managing the 
climate catastrophe.

He manages to flag up 
all the projects he invests 
in, admitting some are not 
guaranteed to work.

And he dismisses those that 
do, such as solar power.
>>Pages 14&15

MYANMAR

General strike 
can shake the 
military regime
A GENERAL strike 
of millions brought 
much of Myanmar to a 
standstill on Monday.

Activists said the numbers 
on the streets were the 
biggest yet. It was a defiant 
response to army attempts 
to intimidate protesters. 

Extending the strikes can 
challenge the regime. 
>>Page 8

ANTI-RACISM

Home Office 
risked refugees’ 
lives in barracks
THE HOME Office ignored 
advice not to house asylum 
seekers at Napier barracks 
in Kent, a court has heard.

Some 120 refugees there 
contracted coronavirus. 

Stand Up To Racism held a 
day of action in the run‑up to 
mobilisations on 20 March.
>>Page 7
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  After Dilyn’s Watergate---- 
 put down all the Tory dogs  
THE DECAY in Downing 
Street is getting absurd.

In the No 10 garden last 
year Katie Lam, who worked 
for the prime minister’s 
former chief adviser Dominic 
Cummings, put down her 
bag. Johnson’s dog Dilyn 
cocked his leg over it.

Lam pushed away the dog 
to protect her possessions, 
according to well-placed 
sources that definitely aren’t 
Cummings. 

Carrie Symonds arrived at 
the scene and remonstrated 
with Lam. Some blame Lam, 
some blame Symonds.

Dilyn’s Watergate led 
to Lam’s departure from 
Johnson’s inner circle.

Cummings, who did not 
leak the story to the media, 
clashed with Johnson when 
Symonds tried to stop Johnson 
hosting a Covid crisis meeting. 

She wanted Johnson to 
deal with a newspaper report 
claiming she wanted to get rid 
of Dilyn. Symonds was livid 
at a report, which claimed 
that she no longer liked the 
mutt.

Cummings ordered offi-
cials to block any calls from 
Symonds about the dog. 

According to sources that 
aren’t Symonds, Cummings 

harbours a grudge against 
Dilyn because the dog once 
“humped his leg” during an 
away day at Chequers. 

On the other  hand, 
an insider who wasn’t 
Cummings said, “I was at a 
meeting where Dilyn darted 
under the PM’s feet with an 
old book in its mouth. The 
PM shouted, ‘God’s sake, I’m 
going to get another £1,000 
repair bill! Someone please 
shoot that fucking dog!’”

Last week one of the last 
members of Cummings’ circle 
was forced out. 

Oliver Lewis, nicknamed 
Sonic for reasons too tedious 
to mention, quit after he was 
accused of saying bad things 

about Michael Gove.
Lewis was in charge of 

fighting to stop Scottish 
independence for all of two 
weeks.

The latest infighting flared 
after Lord Frost and Lewis 
were upset by the recent 
appointment of two key FOCs 
—Friends of Carrie—to key 
positions. They are Henry 
Newman, as a senior adviser, 
and Simone Finn, as deputy 
chief of staff and gatekeeper 
to Johnson. 

Lord Frost threatened to 
resign. So Johnson appointed 
him to the cabinet as minis-
ter responsible for  overseeing 
post-Brexit trading oppor-
tunities or something.That 

pissed off Gove, who lost 
chunks of his portfolio to 
Frost. 

As  i t  happens  both 
Newman and Finn are former 
close advisers to Gove.

“Boris has allowed his 
assassins into the Theatre of 
Pompey,” said a source who 
wanted to show off their edu-
cation with reference to the 
place where Julius Caesar 
was killed by senators.

A source who wasn’t 
Symonds said, “Frost is run-
ning out of pals, apart from 
Boris. The deep state stepped 
in to make sure that he didn’t 
get a security job. They rose 
up and said, ‘Fuck off’. Why 
would the spooks say No?”

The implication that 
vetting of Frost by the spy 
agencies had uncovered 
something was dismissed as 
a smear by the same source.

A source who wasn’t 
Symonds or Cummings or 
Gove claimed, “Poor Sonic 
was totally weaponised by 
Dom. It’s tragic. 

“Let’s hope Dom gets a 
new job soon so he stops his 
low-grade briefing against a 
defenceless dog.” 

Meanwhile over 120,000 
people have died from coro-
navirus in the last year.

    Segregating housing  
 to keep prices high
A DEVELOPER hoping to 
build an 11-storey tower on 
a former library site says it 
will have to segregate rich 
and poor tenants to avoid 
lowering the value of its 
market-rate flats.

The former Wood Street 
Library in Walthamstow, 
east London, is currently 
being demolished to make 
way for a new building.

Plans for the new block 
group cheaper flats into 
a separate part of the 
building. These will have 
separate stairs and lifts.

A spokesperson for 
developer Haworth 
Tompkins said that not 
segregating the flats would 
“add additional risk in 
terms of marketability”. 

They added, “We have 

made a tenure-blind resi-
dential entrance but felt 
that we had to de-risk the 
scheme and have separate 
cores.”

Asked, if they meant a 
risk people will not pay as 
much for a property next 
door to affordable housing, 
the spokesperson said 
that “there is that risk” 
and that non-segregated 
communities do “impact 
values”.

Johnson’s daft tunnel 
to get a roundabout
THE TUNNEL Boris 
Johnson wants to build 
between Britain and 
Ireland is to get a giant 
roundabout under the 
Isle of Man.

The latest wheeze is 
for three tunnels heading 
out from England and 
Scotland, arriving at 
a roundabout dubbed 
“Douglas Junction”, 
before heading across 
the rest of the Irish Sea. 

According to one aide, 
“Just as Hitler moved 
around imaginary armies 
in the dying days of the 
Third Reich, so the No 10 
policy unit is condemned 
to keep looking at 
this idea, which exists 
primarily in the mind 

of the PM.” Studies 
are currently being 
undertaken by the boss 
of Network Rail, Sir Peter 
Hendy, to find out if the 
tunnel is possible.

As Troublemaker 
previously reported, that 
is unlikely. So Johnson 
has come up with the idea 
of having three tunnels.

Courts rule 
against cost 
of becoming 
British again   
THE GOVERNMENT has 
lost a legal bid to continue 
charging outrageous fees to 
register children for British 
citizenship.

Under legislation 
introduced in 1983, children 
who are born to non-British 
parents without settled 
status do not automatically 
become British citizens.

Instead they have 
the right to register for 
citizenship after ten 
years, or if their parents 
get settled status or 
citizenship.

Families are charged 
£1,012 to register their 
children for citizenship, 
despite the government 
saying the administration 

costs of the procedure are 
£372. 

The Home Office uses 
the remaining £640 profit 
to fund the system of anti-
migrant laws.

The fee has risen 
from £35 in 1983. It has 
increased at almost ten 
times the rate of inflation 
and has nearly doubled in 
the last decade alone.

The Project for the 
Registration of Children as 
British Citizens estimates 
there are about 120,000 
children in Britain without 
citizenship who should 
have it.

They could then face 
barriers when it comes to 
accessing the NHS, renting 
accommodation, securing 
a job, going to university or 
opening a bank account. 

Judges last week ruled 
that ministers had failed to 
assess the impact of the 
exorbitant fee on children’s 
rights. 

Lord Justice David 
Richards added that for 
some families it was 
“difficult to see how the fee 
could be afforded at all”.

In 2019 the High Court 
ruled that the fee was 
illegal. It said that there was 
a “mass of evidence” that 
it stopped many children 
from registering.

The Home Office 
appealed the High Court’s 
decision that it had failed in 
its duty to assess the best 
interests of children when 
considering the fee, but the 
court of appeal has now 
rejected this move.

The government has said 
it will now review the fees.

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘The world is 
being taken 
over by stealth 
by the Chinese 
Communist 
Party’
Bigot for hire Nigel Farage 
writes in the Mail that he is 
worried the Chinese are buying 
BRITISH public schools

‘The public were 
entitled to see 
who this money 
was going to, 
what it was being 
spent on and 
how the relevant 
contracts were 
awarded’
Judge Martin Chamberlain 
ruling that health secretary 
Matt Hancock’s handing out of 
contracts was unlawful 

‘We acted 
incredibly 
quickly, some of 
the paperwork 
got a little bit 
delayed’
Hancock explains himself

‘No, I don’t want 
him to resign’
Labour leader Keir Starmer on 
Hancock

‘The whole 
Labour 
movement is very 
patriotic’
Starmer defends his strategy 
to promote flag waving and 
celebrating being British 
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Councils must fight cuts 
SOME TWO thirds of major 
councils in England are set to 
raise council tax in April or make 
swingeing cuts.

Research by the Mirror 
newspaper says that 99 of 
England’s largest councils are 
planning council tax rises 
of almost 5 percent—
the maximum increase 
allowed.

Council leaders 
say they must choose 
between raising council 
tax or making big cuts 
to services due to low 
funding from central 
government. 

Some councils are 
planning both. More 

than half of councils in the 
Tory-dominated County Councils 
Network say they are planning 
“moderate or severe” cuts to adult 
social care. Many county councils 
also plan a council tax rise of up 
to 4 percent.

The Labour Party 
said the planned tax 
rises were a “£2 billion 
council tax bombshell.” 
But Labour councils have 
a choice. 

They can pass on 
austerity to ordinary 
people. Or they can defy 
the government, refuse 
to pass on cuts and tax 
rises, and take the Tories 
head on.

Missing 
meals on 
Universal 
Credit 
by SADIE ROBINSON

UNIVERSAL Credit (UC) 
claimants are missing meals 
due to lack of money. A 
survey from the Welfare at 
a Social Distance project 
published last week showed 
how claimants are struggling 
to survive.  

Researchers surveyed over 
6,400 claimants between 
May and June last year. One 
in six new UC claimants and 
one in five existing claimants 
had skipped a meal in the 
previous two weeks. 

Nearly half of new 
claimants said they’d had 
problems in claiming benefits.  

Over 40 percent of 
claimants had their payments 
cut due to “deductions, caps 
or charges”. Susan told 

researchers that her benefit 
doesn’t even cover her rent. 

“I tend to juggle things,” 
she said. “This week I haven’t 
paid the rent because the gas 
and electric are due.”  

Jacob said being on UC 
meant “the terms of essential 
have gone even smaller”. 
“I’ve not been getting 
transport,” he said. “I’ve been 
walking everywhere.”  

Claimants’ “strategies” for 
coping included “borrowing 
from banks or from friends/
family”. Many have been 
forced to use food banks.  

“Even with the £20 
uplift, benefit levels are 
inadequate,” said the report.  

The Tories are due to end 
their temporary £20 a week 
uplift to UC leaving claimants 
£1,050 worse off a year.  

Campaigners from 
Disabled People Against 
Cuts plan a day of action 
on Monday to demand the 
Tories keep the uplift. 

The action will take 
place ahead of the budget 
announcement next 
Wednesday. People Before 
Profit has called for action on 
budget day.  
Go to bit.ly/PbP3March and 
dpac.uk.net

Private firm puts patients 
and workers at virus risk
by YURI PRASAD

T H E  SCA N DA L  o f  p r i va te 
 contracts in the NHS has focused 
this week on health secretary Matt 
Hancock’s dodgy dealings during 
the pandemic.

The high court found Hancock 
guilty of failing to publish details 
of contracts worth hundreds of 
 millions of pounds for goods and ser-
vices, including personal protective 
equipment.

But the private contract scandal is 
not just about shady deals in the last 
year. The wholesale privatisation of 
NHS services has been going on for 
decades.

Outsourcing giant Mitie runs 
health service facilities and employs 
cleaners, porters and kitchen staff at 
hospitals up and down the country.

The firm has a reputation for paying 
low wages and poor  conditions. 

Risk
Mitie’s practices are now putting 
workers—and vulnerable patients—
at grave risk of coronavirus.

Workers for Mitie at several 
London hospitals say they are being 
denied full sick pay for Covid-19 
related absences.

Cleaners and porters who have 
fallen ill and been forced to isolate 
during the winter second wave of 
the virus are getting only a third of 
their usual pay. 

As a result some are returning to 
work before their self-isolation period 
is over—and while they are still ill.

“Even when people are going off 
with suspected Covid-19, they’re being 
told by managers it’s probably not 
Covid. ‘Just stay at work. Don’t go off.’ 

“Mitie management have been 
saying this,” one worker told the 
Independent news site.

Since March 2020 NHS guidance 
has stated that all workers “who have 
to be physically present at an NHS 

facility to carry out their duties” must 
be given full sick pay. 

In a letter to NHS Trusts, the chief 
executive of NHS England said that the 
government would provide payments 
for “sub-contractor staff to ensure all 
sickness absence is covered”.

But in outer west London low paid 
NHS workers are being forced to get 
by on statutory sick pay of less than 
£100 a week.

West Herts NHS said that the 
 government’s financial arrangements 
changed in the winter and they are 
no longer obliged to fund proper sick 
pay for sub-contracted staff.

Mitie, which made £2.1 billion in 

revenue last year, says, “All  colleagues 
are paid in line with the terms of their 
contracts.”

Tell that to the scores of health 
workers employed by the firm to work 
at Carlisle’s Cumberland Infirmary 
who are preparing for strikes this 
Friday and on Monday of next week.

Around 150 Unison and GMB 
union members are angry that 
they’ve never received the payments 
for working unsocial hours that they 
are entitled to.

That’s despite previous  employers, 
and the local NHS Trust, assuring 
workers on many occasions they’d 
get the payments.

“Our members at the hospital 
feel utterly devalued,” said Unison 
regional organiser David Atkinson.

“They have risked their lives by 
working through the pandemic. 

“They just don’t deserve to be 
treated this way.”
The Unison union plans picket lines 
at Cumberland Infirmary on strike 
days, from 6am to 11.30am and from 
4pm to 7pm. Messages of support to 
enquiries@unisoncumbria.co.uk

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk
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Tories want 
schools open 
in spite of 
virus threat
The Tories have announced that all 
school children will return on  
8 March. Sadie Robinson explains 
why this spells disaster

BORIS JOHNSON’S plan to fully 
reopen all schools and colleges in 
England on 8 March will put many 
more lives at risk.

Johnson told the House of 
Commons on Monday, “Two weeks 
from today students in all schools 
and further education settings 
can safely return to face to face 
teaching.”

He said some university students 
would also be expected to return 
from 8 March. 

“Lifting lockdown will result in 
more cases, more hospitalisations 
and more deaths,” he said.

But he added, “We cannot persist 
with restrictions that debilitate our 
economy.”

East London primary school 
teacher Emma said she hadn’t 
spoken to anyone who agreed with 
Johnson’s plan. “People want to get 
back to school,” she told Socialist 
Worker.

“But there is a real concern about 
safety and the protection of vulner-
able people.

“If we open in a reckless way, we 
end up having to close before the 
end of the academic year. 

“We don’t want to do that to kids 
again.”

The Tories claim they are “follow-
ing the science”. It’s a lie. 

All the figures suggest that, 
 without safety measures, schools 
help spread the virus. Emma’s school 
has seen closures of bubbles and  
virus outbreaks even during 
lockdown.

Edge
Julie, a nursery teaching assistant in 
a York primary school, said people 
“feel really on edge”.

“It feels like support staff have 
been on the frontline and worked 
so hard, and we could lose control 
of the virus again,” she told Socialist 
Worker.

Julie’s nursery class has been 
closed to most children after she 
raised safety concerns citing Section 
44 of the Employment Rights Act. 

The Tory announcement adds to 

the pressure to reopen it. “We’ll have 
47 kids in straight away,” said Julie. 
“They’re 3 and 4. They don’t socially 
distance and we don’t use PPE.

“The risks are really high. 
“If one child comes in with cor-

onavirus, it will spread throughout 
the nursery and then back into the 
community.

“Many staff are close to being vac-
cinated. We could wait until after 
Easter and be much safer.”

Statement
A joint statement signed by nine 
trade unions, including the NEU, 
GMB, NAHT, NASUWT, Unison and 
Unite, called Johnson’s schools plan 
“reckless”.

“The full reopening of schools will 
bring nearly 10 million pupils and 
staff into circulation in England—
close to one fifth of the population,” 
it said.

In January, primary school teach-
ers across England refused to return 
to unsafe schools—and helped force 
the Tories to include schools in the 
lockdown. 

Now we need action again. 
Emma said that workers “should 
use the same methods of organ-
ising that we used in June and  
January”.

“We need collective action to 
make sure a return is done in a safe 
way,” she said. 

“Schools aren’t safe. Until they 
are made safe, we can’t tell our 
members that it’s safe to go back in.”

FULLY REOPENING schools early will cause more deaths

High virus rates among primary 
children linked to schools
CORONAVIRUS IS spreading 
fastest among primary age children 
and young people, according to 
research published last week.

This is despite the fact that 
primary schools are only open to 
vulnerable children and those with 
key worker parents.

The React 1 study at Imperial 
College London found that 
coronavirus is most common 
among five to 12 year olds and 18-
24 year olds.

Other figures show that schools 
and nurseries aren’t safe. The 
Early Years Alliance last month 
found that one in ten nursery and 
pre-school workers had contracted 
coronavirus since 1 December.

And the rate of infection among 
primary and secondary school 
teachers is 1.9 times higher than 
the general population, according 
to Department for Education 
figures.

Public Health England recorded 
21 outbreaks in primary 
schools between 8 and 14 
February. 

The previous week 
saw 28 while there were 

32 the week before.
Driving many more children into 

primary schools will likely send 
these figures soaring.

Outbreaks continue to be high in 
nurseries, which are supposed to be 
open as normal. 

There were 40 outbreaks in 
nurseries between 8 and  
14 February, and 45 the week 
before.

Christina Pagel from the 
Independent Sage group of 
scientists said the React study 
figures for virus levels among 
primary age children are  
worrying. “It’s a sign that opening 

schools in March has 
to be done very 

carefully,” she 
said.

The Tories 
say it is safe to 
lift restrictions 
because virus 

levels are down 
and the 

vaccine 
is 

protecting more people.
The React 1 study found that 

coronavirus infections have 
fallen by two thirds in a month in 
England. 

Yet it stressed that prevalence 
of the virus overall remains high—
with around one in every 200 
people infected between 4 and 13 
February.

Joint NEU general secretary 
Kevin Courtney said that when a 
phased return to schools took place 
last June, the infection rate was 1 
in 1,000. 

In September it was 1 in 1,400. 
Yet on current trends, by 8 March 
the rate “is likely to be 1 person in 
every 300”.

Courtney has also said that 
the NEU will base its position on 
school reopening on the views 
of scientists. Yet the joint union 
statement accepts that “scientists 
have expressed different views” on 
the role that schools play in virus 
transmission.

The Tories will focus on 
whichever scientists back up what 
they want to do. But the figures 
speak for themselves.Kevin Courtney

WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

THE TORIES PUT LIVES AT 
RISK TO BOOST ECONOMY

 A
T LEAST 30,000 more 
people will have died 
from Covid-19 because 
of the end of lockdown 
measures—and that’s 

if everything goes better than 
expected.

That’s the prediction from the 
government’s own scientists, who 
modelled various scenarios for 
how lockdown should end ahead 
of Boris Johnson’s announcement 
on Monday.

Every scenario predicted a third 
wave of coronavirus infections as a 
result of easing restrictions.

One scenario from researchers 
at Imperial College London 
analyses a similar path to the one 
Johnson announced.

 It estimated that a further 
150,000-280,000 people would 
be hospitalised and 32,200-
54,800 people would die between 
February and the end of  
June 2022.

Those figures didn’t appear 
on the front pages of any of 
the newspapers that welcomed 
Johnson’s plan—from the Mirror 
and the Guardian to the Sun and 
the Daily Mail.

Behind the celebration is a cold 
calculation that trades people’s 
lives for profit. An editorial in the 

bosses’ newspaper the Financial 
Times sees ending the lockdown 
as a question of managing the 
economy. 

It decided Johnson’s plan 
“strikes a sensible balance.”

“Exit too fast this time and 
another resurgence may yet entail 
another lockdown,” it said.

“Too slow, and the toll on the 
economy and non-Covid health 
will be all the greater.”

Johnson himself put it more 
bluntly. 

“We cannot persist indefinitely 
with restrictions that debilitate 
our economy, our physical and 
mental wellbeing, and the life 
chances of our children,” he 
told parliament. That’s why the 

first move in every plan to ease 
lockdown is to open schools again 
(see left).

No genuinely “cautious” plan 
would start by cramming hundreds 
of people together into buildings 
and classrooms. 

But once schools are open, 
parents can more easily be made 
to go back to work.

So no one should trust Johnson’s 
claim that he will be guided by 
hospital statistics when judging 
when to move on to the next 
phase of reopening. Bosses and 
Tory MPs demand he moves faster.

Adam Marshall, director 
general of the British Chambers 
of Commerce, said the pace of 
Johnson’s roadmap put “the  
future of thousands of firms” at 
risk.

Throughout the pandemic and 
across the world, governments 
have put businesses first. 

In the US, roughly one year 
since the first known coronavirus 
death there, 500,000 people have 
died—20 percent of the world’s 
total. Capitalism regards them as 
disposable.

It’s an obscene calculation—but 
one treated as totally normal in a 
system that routinely puts profits 
before people’s lives.

A BUDGET FOR THE BOSSES
 CHANCELLOR RISHI Sunak’s 

budget announcement next 
Wednesday will lay out the 

plan for who pays for the crisis—
and he’ll be pushing to make sure 
it’s ordinary people.

The economic crisis from the 
mishandling of the pandemic has 
already seen unemployment rising 
to 5.1 percent or 1.74 million 
people. It has resulted in pay 
freezes for most public sector 
workers and poverty skyrocketing.

Young people aged 16-24 
account for 58 percent of job 

losses—but the Tories will offer 
no way out for them.

Now that Boris Johnson has 
laid out his reckless programme 
to ease lockdown restrictions, the 
government will also be scheming 
to cut off long term economic 
support.

Schemes such as furlough and 
the £20 Universal Credit uplift 
may be retained temporarily but 
will disappear after the economy 
reopens.

The government will be happy 
to go back to “normal”. But the 

pandemic has exacerbated the 
realities of Tory Britain—normal 
for many will still be a daily reality 
of poverty, hunger, homelessness 
and job insecurity.

The Tories didn’t care about us 
before or during the pandemic. 
They will leave working class 
people to fend for themselves 
after they’ve rushed to reopen the 
economy for the bosses.

Instead of us paying we need 
to make sure the rich and the 
powerful are blamed for the crisis 
of their system.

Across the world 
governments 
have always put  
businesses and 
profit first

‘‘ 

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

Sir Keir Starmer keen to 
appease Boris Johnson
THERE WAS a 
love-in between 
Boris Johnson and 
Labour leader Sir 
Keir Starmer in the 
House of Commons on 
Monday.

Following Johnson’s 
announcement of 
his plan to ease 
restrictions, Starmer 
thanked him. “I’m glad 
the prime minister 
talked about caution,” 
said Starmer. “Those 
are the right guiding 
principles.

“We all agree that 
the priority must be 
for all children to be 
back in school as 
quickly as possible 
and to stay in school. 
We want that to 
happen on March 8.”

Starmer had already 
made clear he would 
offer no opposition to 
the Tories’ drive to get 
schools fully reopened 
before it’s safe. 

He’d said on Sunday 
that he wanted to see 
all schools open to all 
children on 8 March.

Johnson said 
several times that 
he was “delighted” 
to have Starmer’s 
support for his 
schools’ plan. He 
added, “It would 
be great if he could 
convince some of his 
friends in the unions.”

Disgracefully, 
Starmer has gone out 
of his way to show 
that he backs the 
Tories over unions 

and workers.“I don’t 
think there should 
be industrial action,” 
he said on Monday, 
in response to union 
fears over school 
reopenings.

He added that 
teachers may have 
to work extra time 
during holidays to help 
children “catch up”.

Teaching assistant 
Julie said the focus 
on catching up is 
“complete nonsense”. 
“Children need 
to be playing and 
socialising,” she said. 
“We need to fight for 
that. 

“That’s key to staff 
wellbeing too. If it all 
becomes about data, it 
adds to the pressure.”

Starmer backed Johnson’s plan

Scotland and Wales risk lives
MORE CHILDREN in 
Scotland and Wales 
began returning to 
schools on Monday.

Children in primary 
years one to three 
returned in Scotland, 
along with some 
secondary school 
students who needed 
to do practical work 
for qualifications.

In Wales children 
aged between three 
and seven began to 
return on Monday—

but high virus cases 
meant different rules 
in different places.

For instance, 
children were not set 
to return in Wrexham 
until Friday at the 
earliest, and those 
in Anglesey until 
Monday of next week.

It’s a sign that 
already pushing 
more children back 
to schools will 
mean more chaos.
Coronavirus remains 

a threat across 
Britain.

 And the measures 
that school workers 
have called for, such 
as more buildings to 
enable more social 
distancing, are not in 
place.

Scottish National 
Party leader Nicola 
Sturgeon and Labour 
First Minister in Wales 
Mark Drakeford are 
also putting more 
lives at risk.

 Union leaders’ weak response
THE NEU union 
leadership’s 
initial response 
following Monday’s 
announcement was 
weak.

Joint general 
secretaries Kevin 
Courtney and Mary 
Bousted said schools 
would be reopening 
without the measures 
needed to make them 
safe. But they added 
that they did not think 
workers would be 
able to use Section 

44 to refuse to attend 
unsafe workplaces.

Unison general 
secretary Christina 
McAnea said Boris 
Johnson had got 
the “right balance” 
with his “cautious 
approach”. 

And the heads of 
the NASUWT and 
NAHT unions focused 
on demanding 
vaccinations for 
school staff.

The UCU union 
seemed better. 

General secretary Jo 
Grady said Johnson’s 
plan is “irresponsible”.

“If our members 
feel their health 
and safety is being 
put at risk then we 
will support them 
including through 
balloting for industrial 
action,” she added.

However, ballots will 
generally be too slow.

The key to 
protecting safety will 
be workers organising 
on the ground.

BACKSTORY
Boris Johnson has announced 
all schools and further education 
colleges will return fully to in-
person teaching in England on 
Monday 8 March
lThis is despite the science, 
which says it’s inherently risky
lAcross Britain cases are falling 
from the historic highs, but the 
rush to send children back will 
see deaths and infections rise 
again.
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 Farmers block trains
FARMERS IN India stepped 
up their battle with the 
government last week with 
blockades of railway tracks.

The “Rail Roko” protests 
saw hundreds of farmers 
blocking some of the country’s 
most important routes and 
causing travel chaos.

Reports suggest the action 
was particularly successful 
in Uttar Pradesh, West 
Bengal, Punjab, Bihar and 
Haryana. In Delhi, around 
150 protesters blocked the 
main line to Ambala for over 
four hours.

Farmers’ organisations 
are now calling for mass 
action until the end of the 
month. Saturday 27 February 
was declared a day of 
“farmer‑worker unity”.

Speakers at a major 
rally in Delhi stressed the 
need for the movement to 
guard against government 
attempts to whip up 
religious hatred. 

Prime minister Narendra 

Modi and his right wing 
thugs have been attempting 
to divide the farmers and 
their supporters using 
bigotry.

They have also launched 
a string of mob attacks on 
farmers’ protest camps.

The rally also highlighted 
resistance to the state’s 
crackdown on the protests. 

Harinder Bindu used her 
speech to call for the release 
of 21 year old climate activist 
Disha Ravi and 23 year old 
human rights activist Nodeep 
Kaur. 

Both are in prison for 
supporting the farmers’ 
movement.

ISRAEL 

Favours for vaccines
ISRAEL IS using coronavirus 
vaccines as a bargaining 
chip with other states in the 
Middle East—while millions 
of Palestinians under its 
control go without.

In a secret deal revealed 
last week, Israel agreed 
to buy £850,000 worth of 
coronavirus vaccines for the 
Syrian regime in exchange 
for the release of prisoners.

Meanwhile it has provided 
just 5,000 vaccines for 
Palestinians living under 
military occupation in the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. 

The deal with Syria came 
shortly after Israeli soldiers 

blocked some 2,000 vaccines 
from leaving the West Bank, 
headed for the besieged Gaza 
Strip.

Although Israel has 
kept both under military 
control since 1967, it insists 
Palestinians are responsible 
for finding their own 
vaccines. The Palestinian 
Authority is still left to find 
the rest of the vaccines 
for the other 5 million 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. 

But as the block on the 
vaccines headed for Gaza 
shows, whether Palestinians 
get vaccinated depends 
entirely on Israel.

CYPRUS

Anti-corruption protest
MORE THAN 8,000 people 
in Cyprus defied police 
repression last Saturday to 
march against government 
corruption.

Protesters targeted 
right wing president Nicos 
Anastasiades after a year of 
corruption scandals and as 
ordinary people suffer under 
austerity.

Anger has been growing 
over a government scheme 
that granted Cypriot 
passports to billionaires. It 
gave them European Union 
citizenship in return for 
investment. 

Protesters say it’s a blatant 

example of corruption and 
favours for the rich.

One protester, Ioanna, 
said, “I feel like my future 
is just hanging by a thread. 
There are no jobs, but those 
governing and their buddies 
are getting rich.”

The march came after 
riot cops attacked a smaller 
corruption protest earlier this 
month. 

Cops used lockdown 
restrictions as an excuse to 
blast a protest of 300 people 
with water cannon, leaving 
one woman needing an 
emergency operation on her 
eyes.

STARMER LAST week told bosses Labour he will be a safe pair of hands

 Keir Starmer assures the 
bosses that he’s their guy
by NICK CLARK

L A B O U R  L E A D E R  K e i r 
Starmer seemed to offer a 
change from “business as 
usual” in a speech last week 
billed as a significant break 
from Tory politics.

But “partnership” with the 
businesses that have bene‑
fited from a decade of Tory 
rule was at the centre of it.

S t a r m e r  s a i d  t h e 
 government’s coming annual 
budget, set for 3 March, 
 presents a “fork in the road.” 

He pointed to the Tories’ 
disastrous handling of the 
coronavirus pandemic—
and linked their failures 
to years of austerity and 
privatisation.

He attacked the idea that 
“you can strip back public ser‑
vices, ignore inequalities and 
take money out of the pockets 
of those who need it most only 
to look the other way when 

the consequences of those 
choices become clear.”

It was an admission that neo‑
liberalism—the politics that jus‑
tified four decades of privatisa‑
tion and austerity—has meant 
misery for ordinary people.

Starmer said there is “a 
mood in the air which we 
don’t detect often in Britain.” 
He knows that anger at the 
results of neoliberalism caused 
the anger that led to the Brexit 
vote and support for Labour’s 
previous leader Jeremy 
Corbyn.

But he didn’t mention that 
throughout those four dec‑
ades, Labour also champi‑
oned austerity and privatisa‑
tion under a string of leaders 
including James Callaghan, 
Tony Blair, Gordon Brown and 
Ed Miliband.

Instead, in a dig at Corbyn’s 
leadership, he claimed that 
“for too long Labour has failed 
to realise that the only way 
to deliver social justice and 

equality is through a strong 
partnership with business”.

“Under my leadership, that 
mindset will change,” he said.

So Starmer promised a raft 
of handouts to businesses. 
This included extending tax 
cuts.

Rather than squeeze the 
rich, Starmer proposed a 
British Recovery Bond for 
people to “invest in local com‑
munities, jobs and businesses.” 
In other words, he wants ordi‑
nary people to lend the gov‑
ernment money to spend on 
the bosses.

Starmer argues that bosses 
and bankers can no longer 
rely on the Tories. He wants 
to offer them Labour as an 
alternative home—and also 
to channel the growing dis‑
satisfaction among ordinary 
people behind it.

One journalist asked 
Starmer if he would oppose 
increases in corporation 
tax and if he supported 

renationalisation of “key 
industries.” He dodged the 
question of renationalisa‑
tion, and said tax rises “risk 
 throttling off the economy.”

Starmer wants businesses 
to know he won’t do anything 
without their approval. That’s 
why he promised Labour 
wouldn’t “spend money we 
can’t afford”—another dig at 
Corbyn’s leadership.

And it means, despite his 
promises to end austerity, if 
bosses demand cuts, he’ll go 
along with them.

Starmer kept repeating that 
the government had reached a 
“fork in the road”. 

But the choice is between 
siding with bosses or ordinary 
people—and Starmer has 
shown he’ll always choose the 
bosses.

Got a story?
Email ideas to reports@
socialistworker.co.uk

Labour won’t challenge Tory cronyism
STARMER CLAIMED that 
his leadership meant a 
break from privatisation 
and outsourcing. 

Yet just days later 
he refused to follow 
through and attack the 
Tories over a major 
outsourcing scandal.

In his speech last 
week, Starmer said the 
coronavirus crisis had 
“got into the cracks 

and crevices of our 
society and forced 
them open with tragic 
consequences.”

“These are the 
inevitable consequences 
of a decade of decisions 
guided by the notion that 
government can’t interfere 
with the market,” he said.

It followed a speech 
by his shadow chancellor 
Anneliese Dodds 

earlier this year that 
said outsourcing had 
failed to offer “value 
for public money”.

Just days after 
Starmer’s speech Tory 
health secretary Matt 
Hancock was found to 
have unlawfully handed 
a contract manufacturing 
medical supplies to 
a personal friend. 

Hancock’s former 

neighbour was handed 
£30 million to provide 
Covid-19 test vials 
for the NHS. 

Yet Starmer refused 
to demand that Hancock 
resign—because he 
didn’t want to be seen 
attacking the government.

In the end, Starmer 
puts appearing 
“responsible” ahead of 
opposing the Tories.

Blocking the tracks
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Home Office risked refugees’ 
lives by keeping them in camp
The High Court has heard the Tories were advised not to use an ex-army barracks to house 
refugees—but did anyway. Months later, 120 caught Covid-19 reports Isabel Ringrose
THE HOME Off ice del iber-
ately ignored advice not to 
house asylum seekers in an 
ex-army barracks at Napier in 
Kent—months before a major 
coronavirus outbreak.

Six refugees brought a case to 
the High Court last week on the 
grounds that the barracks—that 
housed 400 men together during 
the pandemic—breached their 
human rights.

The court heard last week that 
Public Health England (PHE) raised 
concerns to the Home Office in 
September. It said that the dormi-
tories asylum seekers were kept in 
“were not suitable”.

But the judge, Mr Justice 
Chamberlain, said the “advice was 
apparently not followed” after the 
government went ahead with the 
plans to repurpose the site two 
weeks later. 

Coronavirus was allowed to tear 
through the camp and 120 refugees 
tested positive. Residents were 
locked down in blocks containing 
people with both negative and 
 positive cases.

An asylum seeker who caught 
Covid-19 at Napier told Socialist 
Worker, “I believe the Home Office 
decision to put asylum seekers 
in former army camps was a 
 completely political one.

“They knew some challenges 
would be made. But even with 
those challenges, the Home Office 
could achieve its goal. It is showing 
asylum seekers who want to come 
to Britain that this country is not 
going to be generous to you.”

Following the hearing a Home 
Office spokesperson claimed, “The 
government provides safe, warm 
and secure accommodation with 
three nutritious meals served a day, 
all paid for by the taxpayer.”

The Home Office also said it had 
“worked extremely closely with 
Public Health England to minimise 
risks of coronavirus and this track 
record will be robustly defended in 
court.”

Apalling
But residents consistently reported 
appalling conditions—especially 
after they were left with no heating 
or water for days following a fire 
last month.

No Home Office official had 
 visited Napier since November 
despite these complaints.

The asylum seeker, who has now 
been moved out of the camp, said, 
“I think the Home Office underes-
timated the response of the society 
and courts.

“And it especially didn’t expect 
documents to be revealed about 

the PHE statement and the barracks 
being unsuitable.”

The court heard that  planning 
experts warned in 2014 that the 
site did not meet “acceptable 
 standards for accommodation”. 
And a report found the blocks, built 
in 1890, “were never intended for 
long-term use” and demolition was 
recommended.

The asylum seeker added, “They 
didn’t think that this would become 
a scandal for them.

“That’s why the home secretary 
is still denying the criticisms and 
saying repeatedly that this place is 
safe and Covid-19 compliant.

“Priti Patel can’t believe how far 
this investigation has gone. She 
thought this might be in the media, 
but not that they will face legal 
consequences.”

INSIDE NAPIER barracks 

Prepare 20 March protests
ANTI-RACISTS across 
Britain took part in a Stand 
Up To Racism “day of 
mobilisation” last week to 
build for action on United 
Nations’ anti-racism day.

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
plans a global day of action 
against racism on 20 March. 
Because of coronavirus, 
annual demonstrations in 
London and Glasgow will be 
replaced by local protests 
and online action this year.

The mobilisation day last 
week was backed by SUTR 

and the TUC union federation.
In Glasgow SUTR activists 

staged protests with a 
#SackTheSlavers campaign.

SUTR Bristol held a banner 
drop at the plinth where slave 
trader Edward Colston’s statue 
was torn down last year. 

And postal and NHS 
workers across the country 
gathered in their workplaces 
to show support.
Go to standuptoracism.org.uk for 
protest details, and to book for the 
SUTR and TUC online conference, 
this Saturday 27 February

POLICE
March after death 
in Newport, Wales
AROUND 200 anti-racists took 
to the streets of Newport, South 
Wales, last Thursday after the 
death of Moyied Bashir.

Moyied died after Gwent Police 
attended his home last Wednesday. 
His parents had called 999 for help 
in escorting him to hospital.

His brother, Mohamed Bashir, 
said 24 cops arrived and “forced” 
their way into Moyied’s room and 
“tied him up by his leg”. Moyeied 
had a stab wound on his main 
artery from three weeks earlier.

“While he is tied up, handcuffed, 
he started getting weaker,” 
Mohamed said. “In hospital, my 
brother was given CPR, oxygen, 
they tried everything.”

Moyied was pronounced dead in 
hospital at 29 years old.

Mohamed said, “He’s been 
battling mental health for a long 
period of time. The combination 

of the medication and his mental 
health got a bit stressful.”

He explained that their parents 
“rung the police with the intention 
to escort him to hospital with, say, 
two to three officers”.

“We only wanted help,” he said.
Outside Newport police station, 

Mohamed chanted, “That was my 
big bro.” The crowd responded, 
“He taught me everything I know.”

Further protests took place 
on Saturday over the death of 
Mohamud Hassan in Cardiff. 
The 24 year old died after being 
released from custody last month.

He had come into contact with 
52 police officers—yet none of 
them have been suspended.

Bianca Ali from Cardiff Black 
Lives Matter told Socialist Worker, 
“We no longer want to defund the 
police, we want them gone.

“They’re an institution built 
on the oppression of the working 
class that offers nothing for the 
black community.”
Sam Ord

Moyied Bashir 

7NEWS Socialist Worker  24 February 2021



 Mass strike  
 in Myanmar  
 can shake  
 the military
A strike and protests in Myanmar 
this week are defying army attempts 
to crush action, says Yuri Prasad

A GENERAL strike of millions 
on Monday brought much of 
Myanmar to a complete standstill 
in show of strength against 
military rule.

Activists said that the numbers 
of people on the streets were the 
biggest yet, with huge protests in 
towns and cities well beyond the 
commercial city of Yangon.

Pictures from across the coun-
try showed demonstrations that 
stretched as far as the eye could 
see—they were a sea of red banners 
and hard hats.

Workers’ delegations joined the 
marches, but the strike brought out 
opponents of the regime from all 
classes. Shops and businesses closed 
for the day and the few vehicles on 
the streets were keen to show their 
support.

The scale of the protests will 
surely shake the military regime 
that took over in a coup at the 
beginning of the month. But many 
fear that this will prompt the gener-
als to lash out.

The army was sent into Mandalay, 
the country’s second city, last 
weekend to cut down protests in the 
most brutal fashion. Snipers used 
live ammunition to target those on 
the streets, killing two people and 
seriously injuring 30.

Face
One of the dead was a 16 year old 
boy. Now the face of his killer is on 
vinyl posters on the pavement along 
with the slogan, “Blood-hungry 
criminal killed civilians with sniper 
rifle. Never forget, never forgive the 
crime against humanity.”

Marchers stamp their heels on 
the soldier’s head as they pass, 
while musicians play the popular 
revolutionary anthem “Thway Thit 
Sar”—blood loyalty.

Everyone knows that the police 
and the military are capable of 
far bloodier violence than this. 
Massacres in 1988 and 2007 are 
never far from people’s minds.

Riot police in Yangon made a 
point of attacking marchers at two 
key protests sites. They charged at 

them in formation, beating their 
shields with batons and shouting. 
The intimidation worked, with most 
protesters quickly dispersing.

Elsewhere in the city, a crowd 
of thousands staged a sit-in at a 
police blockade at the junction of 
University Avenue and Inya Road—
near the house of deposed leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi.

But in the afternoon organisers 
announced, “Today we are victori-
ous. We staged our peaceful protest. 
Let’s disperse—we don’t want any 
violence.”

Protesters’ fear of reprisals is 
understandable. But unless the 
movement finds ways to combat 
the threat, the regime may be 
able to cling to power. Extending 
the strikes and creating defensive 
organisations is a vital first step.

There is another risk to the 
movement. Many on the streets are 
demanding that the United Nations 
intervene to restore democracy.

But as far as the big powers are 
concerned the country is valuable 
only for its oil and gas resources—
and its strategic location on the 
border with China. No one should 
trust them to act as honest brokers 
in the fight for democracy.

On other pages...
International news from India, 
Palestine and Cyprus >>Page 6

BACK STORY
A military coup in Myanmar last 
month has unleashed a mass 
movement for democracy
lWorkers joined a general strike 
this week to oppose military rule
lThe action saw huge numbers 
of people take to the streets 
across the country in protests
lThe military has staged attacks 
to try and intimidate people and 
deter them from taking action
lDeepening the strikes, and not 
looking to duplicitous Western 
leaders, can strengthen the revolt

WORKERS JOINED a general strike in Myanmar on Monday 

UNITED STATES 

Millions of people in Texas without  
 water or power due to climate chaos
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

MILLIONS OF people in Texas, 
the US, face water shortages after 
a deadly Arctic storm damaged 
water pipes and treatment plants.

Officials told seven million 
people—a quarter of the state’s 
population—to boil tap water 
before drinking it.

And at least 14 million people 
were struggling to access clean 
water on Sunday.

This came after the storms left 
millions without power in the 
latest sign of the extreme weather 
caused by climate chaos.

Storm Uri hit many US southern 
states last week, affecting some 
150 million people according to 
the National Weather Service. 

Over 20 people have died—
including a woman and her seven 
year old daughter in Texas. 

In desperation the woman used 
a car to heat their home, leading 
them to inhale fatal amounts of 
carbon monoxide. 

This isn’t an isolated incident. 
One Texas county reported that 
there had been more than 300 
carbon monoxide poisoning cases 
since temperatures fell. 

And one person tweeted that 
some of his friends were “burning 
their furniture” to stay warm. 

A state of emergency was 
called in Texas after temperatures 
plummeted to as low as -18 
degrees in some areas on Sunday. 

The drop meant people were 
using more power than usual to 
heat their homes. 

This sudden surge was too much 
for the state’s power grid, which 
wasn’t designed to withstand such 
low temperatures.

Many residents are angry about 
why such a catastrophic failure 
was allowed to happen. 

Freezing
Amber Nichols, a Texas resident, 
said, “We’re all angry because 
there is no reason to leave entire 
neighbourhoods freezing to 
death.”

Not everyone has suffered 
equally in the black out in Texas. 

Affluent areas often close to 
critical infrastructure—which 
remain a priority in a blackout—
did not have to be without power 
for long. 

And in the capital Austin, 
skyscrapers were even lit up for 
valentines day while those living in 

poor neighbourhoods froze. 
Power companies stand to 

gain from the high demand for 
electricity.

In fact, the energy sector 
gained more than 3 percent on the 
stock market in early trading on 
Tuesday. 

The distribution and storage 
of coronavirus vaccines were also 
under threat across the state. 

In Harris County, Texas, 
the backup generator at the 
refrigerated storage facility failed.

The weather conditions have 
also caused complications outside 
the southern US. Washington 
State in the north west had to cut 
down on the number of vaccines 
administered. 

And appointments were also 
rescheduled in New Hampshire. 

Climate change means that 
extreme weather events like 
this will become more and more 
common. 

This means that places such as 
Texas—which often experience 
droughts and heatwaves—will also 
see extreme weather on the other 
end of the spectrum. 

Texas is a glimpse of horrors 
that accelerating climate chaos will 
create. 

8 INTERNATIONAL Socialist Worker 24 February 2021



LETTERS Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJLETTERS Socialist Worker  24 February 2021

 Don’t trust Sturgeon’s virus plans
THE Scottish government’s 
approach to the Covid-19 
crisis has been to always 
appear slightly better than 
the default British position.

However the Scottish 
government has allowed 
themselves to be driven by 
right wing voices who put 
business profitability before 
greater public health 
concerns.

While claiming “we’re 
following the science”, first 
minister Nicola Sturgeon is 
looking to reopen schools 
on Monday 22 February. 

She is already setting 
dates for further relaxations 
in less than a month’s time.

Scotland rushed to 
reopen schools in January. 

Staff were crammed in to 
look after key worker and 
vulnerable children—many 
more than in the first wave 
of infections.

School workers have 

been frustrated, if not 
terrified, by the needless 
risks they’ve been asked to 
take. 

And other workers have 
been forced to take risks or 
lose their jobs. 

A blind eye seems to 
have been turned to 
lockdown rules in many 
private sector workplaces.

All hope seems pinned 
on the success of the 
vaccination programmes.

Failure to implement a 
strategy to eradicate 
coronavirus is now putting 
us at the mercy of the battle 
between vaccine scientists 
and virus evolution.

Arthur Nicoll
Dundee

9

The real 
extremists
A 100,000+ death toll, 
hungry children, arguing 
over whether the poorest 
families should keep 
the extra £20 Universal 
Credit per week, the 
amount of racism in this 
country. These are the 
things that are extreme, 
not the anti-racist left.

Gin Putland
Facebook 

Solidarity with 
British Gas
COMRADES, husbands, 
wives, brothers and 
sisters must stand 
shoulder to shoulder. 

We can and will win. 
Solidarity forever, stop 
the British Gas fire.

Johnny Shanks
Twitter

Fight leaders 
here as well
WHEN WE are out of the 
Covid-19 catastrophe 
I’m sure we’ll organise 
something similar to the 
Russian opposition to 
show our disdain for our 
current leadership. 

I can’t bloody wait. A 
beer and a demonstration 
sound good to me.

Chris Turner
Twitter

Fight for NHS 
or we’ll lose it
SAY GOODBYE to our 
NHS, I’m afraid to say. 
You’ll miss it. 

If you voted Tory you’ll 
have to live with your 
actions and it will be 
future generations that 
will suffer.

Rob Jack
Twitter

Take Covid-19 
seriously
WE COULD be living a 
far more normal reality 
if Boris Johnson took 
Covid-19 seriously. A 
proper lockdown and a 
correctly implemented 
track and trace—not 
Serco’s—should have 
been introduced. 

Jack Lime
Twitter

Welcome 
every refugee
RACISM IN Britain is 
shocking. Refugees 
trapped in Napier 
and Penally barracks 
are being treated like 
animals by Priti Patel 
and the Tories.

Anne Juliff
Twitter

Just a 
thought...

 First Minister Nicola Sturgeon

Biden fails on  
minimum 
wage in US
ACTIVISTS ARE right to be 
angry at US president Joe 
Biden for going against his 
promise to raise the 
minimum wage to $15 
(£10.75).

But this is not unusual 
behaviour for a Democrat, 
particularly one like Biden.

From his election as 
senator for Delaware in 
1973, Biden has backed 
corporations, slashed social 
security and supported US 
wars.

He doesn’t support 
Medicare for all as he 
thinks it’s “too costly”. 

The only reason he made 
the promise to raise the 
minimum wage was 
because workers started the 
“Fight for $15” campaign.

This led to some 
impressive action, including 
strikes in fast food 
workplaces.  

It’s always been ordinary 
people that have forced 
change. 

We’ve seen brilliant 
examples of this with the 
gains made by the Black 
Lives Matter movement, or 
the teachers fighting an 
unsafe return to schools.

Biden says he wants 
things to go back to normal. 
But he means normal for 
those at the top of society 
who want to keep profiting 
from our low wages.

For conditions to really 
improve, activists involved 
in the fight for $15 must 
turn their anger into further 
action.

It’s time to ramp up the 
pressure by fighting for 
bigger and more organised 
strikes that will hit the 
bosses where it hurts.

Jasmine Fischer
Liverpool

 Protests in Catalonia  
after free speech attack
SPANISH anti-fascist rapper 
Pablo Hasel was arrested 
last Tuesday after 
barricading himself in the 
University of Lleida in 
Catalonia, where he 
gathered with supporters.

He has been sentenced to 
nine months in prison for 
lyrics and tweets addressing 
crimes by the Spanish 
monarchy and police.

Protests erupted across 
Catalonia and cities in 
Spain. Demonstrators were 
fighting against another 
attack on freedom of 
speech. 

The Spanish government 

has allowed “the gag law” 
pushed by the Spanish 
constitutional court to 
remain in place. It is 
therefore complicit.

This is no surprise—
Spain is a racist state. 
“Freedom of speech” is 
granted in exchange for 
loyalty to the regime.  

Pablo Hasel was 
imprisoned for speaking up 
against police abuse and the 
corrupt monarchy, both 
protected by an 
authoritarian justice system.

¡Llibertat Pablo Hasel!
Laura Verdasco

Glasgow

India’s vaccine rollout driven 
by power politics, not need
THE SERUM Institute of India is 
the world’s largest producer of 
vaccines, with the ability to 
produce 1.5 billion doses per year.

It has agreed to produce 
1.1 billion Astrazeneca Covid-19 
vaccines. Most of these vaccines 
have been allocated towards low 
and middle income countries, 
including India itself. 

Finance company Deloitte has 
suggested that India could produce 
up to 3.5 billion vaccines in 2021, 
only second to the US.

With a focus on producing the 
simpler to store Astrazeneca 
vaccine, this will make it easier to 
vaccinate in places that lack the 
higher end medical facilities. 

India has already started to send 
free vaccines to its neighbours and 

other countries around the world.
But there are concerns that not 

enough vaccines will be distributed 
to the many Indians who need 
them. This is because India has 
exported more than they have 
administered to their own 
population. 

India is known as the “pharmacy 
of the world” and the move to 
export Indian produced vaccines 
can be a way to exert influence on 
bordering nations.

This is a move against the 
growing Chinese influence in the 
region mainly because of the 
increased tension between the two 
countries.

Using people’s health as a pawn 
for international influence is 
dangerous—particularly in the 

middle of the pandemic.
It highlights how those at the top 

have little care for the people at the 
bottom. They would rather play 
politics with people’s health.

The Indian state has plenty of 
other issues at hand with the 
militant farmers’ movement, which 
has been well documented in 
Socialist Worker.

Regarding the vaccine and the 
importance of getting it to as many 
people as possible, India will have 
an important role to play. 

We will get a thorough 
understanding on how well they do 
in the coming months.

But the people in need in India 
must not be forgotten.

Harjeevan Gill
West London
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The new film Judas and the Black Messiah aims to 
tell the story of Black Panther leader Fred Hampton. 
Yuri Prasad looks back at the revolutionary 
organisation—and how the state turned to murder in a 
bid to stop its advance

Fred Hampton–‘We’re gonna 
fight racism with solidarity’

 FRED HAMPTON was a natural 
Black Panther leader. Brought 
up in the church he had oratory 
skills that matched the best 

of his generation. As a teenager 
he organised against racism in his 
school in a black working class 
Chicago suburb. 

When white pupils raged violently 
against his campaign Hampton 
organised self-defence. 

With his reputation as a fighter it 
was only natural that in 1968 people 
trying to start a branch of the Black 
Panthers in Illinois sought him out.

Hampton, who was just 20 years 
old, was already impressed with 
the Panthers and joined readily. He 
immediately set about trying to win 
over the two big youth gangs that 
dominated the city.

As well as being involved in all 
manner of petty crime, the gangs 
were also trying to run social 
programmes for unemployed young 
people. And crucially they were 
trying to keep the police out of their 
communities. 

It was then that Hampton came to 
the attention of the FBI.

The Chicago Panthers carried 
guns for self-defence against the 
cops. But they were also keen to take 
up the party’s social programmes, 
starting a breakfast club and making 
plans for a medical clinic.

Flourished 
Soon the party had several hundred 

recruits, a Chicago office 
and were selling up to 8,000 
copies of The Black Panther 
newspaper every week.

Hampton wanted to ensure 
those who joined knew the 
party was not like the black 
nationalist groups that 
flourished at the time. The 
Panthers were black Marxists.

“We got to face some facts,” he 
told them. “That the masses are 
poor. That the masses belong to 
what you call the lower class, and 
when I talk about the masses, I’m 
talking about the white masses, 
I’m talking about the black 
masses, and the brown masses, 
and the yellow masses, too.

“We say you don’t fight racism 
with racism. We’re gonna fight 
racism with solidarity. We say 
you don’t fight capitalism with 

no black capitalism—you fight 
capitalism with socialism.”

As far as the FBI were concerned 
Hampton now embodied their   long-
feared “black messiah”.

Cops raided the Panthers Chicago 
headquarters on three occasions 
in 1969. On each they shot 
revolutionaries without themselves 
sustaining casualties.

But Hampton was their prime 
target and it wasn’t long before they 
had a plan to trap him.

The FBI had a trump card in its 
pocket—the Chicago Panthers’ head 
of security William O’Neal was a 
paid informant.

His job was to provoke 
the organisation into deadly 
confrontations with police. Later he 
gave the FBI details on Hampton 
home, where he slept and how many 
comrades there were to protect him.

Right on!
On the night of 4 December 1969 
the FBI came to Hampton’s address 
armed with machine guns. Using a 
plan of the house O’Neal had given 
them they found Hampton and killed 
him, and fellow leader Mark Clark.

Three doctors found that Hampton 
had been killed by bullets shot from 
an angle slightly above and behind 
his head as he was lying down. 
They found no powder burns on his 
hands, contradicting police claims 
that Hampton had fired at them.

Days after the murder over 3,000 
people packed into a Chicago 
Panther rally. 

The mood was one of angry 
defiance as one Panther leader 
reported that yet another well-
known comrade was now fighting for 
his life. He had been after gunned 
down by the police in the days since 
Hampton’s murder.

When the speaker urged the 
audience “get you some guns and 
defend yourselves against 
the pigs,” the crowd 
spontaneously broke 
into foot stomping 
and hand 
clapping chant. 

“All Power to 
the People! Right 
on!

“All Power to 
the People! Right 
on!”

I
N A packed hall in downtown 
Chicago in 1969 Black Panther 
founder Bobby Seale stood 
 alongside local leader Fred 
Hampton. He was making a speech 
to a newly established district of 

the party—the mixed crowd of black 
and white radicals hung on every word.

“I’m so thirsty for revolution,” said 
Bobby. “We’re going to have a black 
army, a Mexican American army, an alli-
ance with progressive whites. All of us. 
And we’re going to march on this pig 
power structure. And we’re going to say, 
‘Stick ‘em up motherfucker. We’ve come 
for what’s ours’.”

Seale was channelling the spirit 
of rebellion that had been sweeping 
American cities for the past two years. 
The movement against the Vietnam War 
had fused with liberation struggles, and 
the urban uprisings that set alight scores 
of black ghettos.

From 1964 to 1968 black people rose 
up in almost every city in the north east, 
the Midwest and California. When the 
Watts ghetto in Los Angeles exploded in 
rage in 1965, the authorities deployed 
14,000 National Guard troops. 

In the repression that followed 34 
people died and around 4,000 were 
arrested. In each, police racism was usu-
ally the trigger. 

California College students Huey 
P Newton and Bobby Seale wanted 
 working class black people to get organ-
ised. They formed the Black Panther 
Party for Self-Defence in 1966 and began 
by addressing the terrible conditions in 
which most people around them lived.

Their party said no more black people 
should be sent to fight in Vietnam. It 
wanted decent jobs for black people, 
houses that were fit to live in and 
schools that taught black history. And, 
most famously, it wanted racist police 
out of black communities.

Popular
Fed up with official politics, the Black 
Panther Party insisted only revolution 
could bring real change.

Inspired by black nationalist leader 
Malcolm X, the Panthers fought for 
 freedom “by any means necessary”. 
But they also embraced elements of 
Maoism—the ideas developed by China’s 
Communist leader Mao Zedong.

Mao was increasingly popular with US 
radicals looking for left wing ideas that 
appeared as an alternative to Russian 
Stalinism.

His often elitist conceptions stressed 
the need for a committed “revolutionary 
vanguard” to lead the struggle against 

capitalism. But this vanguard must also 
“serve the people”.

Newton had studied law and knew 
that all US citizens had the right to bear 
arms. He and Seale decided that one of 
the first objectives of the Panthers would 
be to end police harassment in their com-
munity. They recruited and armed young 
men and women to “patrol the pigs”—fol-
lowing police patrols through the ghettos.

Caravan
Unsurprisingly the state did not accept 
the right of the Panthers to patrol the 
police. In the spring of 1967 authori-
ties sought to outlaw the carrying of 
weapons. The Panthers responded by 
 organising an armed march on Califor-
nia’s state capital.

Bobby Seale recalled the day in his 
memoirs, “We went across the bridge 
to Sacramento with a caravan of cars. 
There were 30 brothers and sisters—20 
of the brothers were armed… A lot of 
people were looking. A lot of white 
people were shocked, just looking at us. 
I know what they were saying, ‘Who in 
the hell are those niggers with guns’.”

News of the protest spread like 
 wildfire and within months the party 
grew from about 50 members to over 
5,000. Young black people wore the 
group’s uniform of black leather jacket, 
black trousers, powder blue shirt and 
black beret—and raised a clenched fist 
salute.

Soon Panthers were “patrolling the 
pigs” in cities across the US.

Fulfilling Mao’s demand to “serve 
the people” the Panthers also organ-
ised a social programme. They set up 
centres that provided breakfasts for up 
to 250,000 children a week. They also 
launched medical clinics and commu-
nity-controlled schools. 

A nationwide poll conducted for Time 
magazine in 1970 revealed that 9 per-
cent of the black population—about two 
million people—considered themselves 
to be “revolutionaries”.

The community initiatives proved 
extremely popular. But they increasingly 
represented a split in the organisation 
about whether to continue “revolution-
ary” armed operations against the state 
or move towards a form of grassroots 
“reformism”.

The establishment was now targeting 
the Panthers as “the greatest threat to the 
internal security of the country”. FBI chief 

Black Panthers, 
including co-founder 
Bobby Seale, on 
an armed visit to 
the California state 
Capitol building (top) 
Protesting to free Huey 
P Newton (above) 
Thousands of people 
received free food 
parcels that were 
part of the Panthers’ 
community ‘survival 
programme’ (below)

Panther leader 
Kathleen Cleaver 
was forced into exile 
in Algeria in 1969. 
The Black Panther 
newspaper fought to 
keep her name alive

Fred Hampton —the assassinated leader of the Chicago Black Panther Party

J Edgar Hoover was obsessed with the 
idea of a “black messiah” who’d rise to 
lead the oppressed in a revolution.

What worried him particularly about 
the Panthers was the way they deliber-
ately appealed to both black and white 
radicals.

Informers were planted throughout 
the organisation. Their job was to inform 
the FBI about the Panthers’ plans and 
engineer conflict between different parts 
of the organisation. 

The cops would aim to draw the group 
into shootouts. Inevitably, revolutionaries 
would suffer the most casualties. Those 
that escaped bullets were then hunted 
down and either jailed or forced to go 
on the run. 

Bobby Seale was fitted up as part of 
the Chicago Eight trial after an anti-war 
demonstration in the city in 1968. Upon 
release he was rearrested for another 
crime he had not committed.

Newton was shot in the stomach by 
police during a confrontation in which 
a police officer was killed. He was sen-
tenced to three years in prison.

Fellow leader Eldridge Cleaver was 
forced into exile in Algeria, and David 
Hilliard was on trial for threatening to 
kill president Richard Nixon.

For a small revolutionary organisation 
the loss of so many leading activists was 
a crushing blow.

To many members a retreat into the 
party’s community programmes seemed 
to be the only way to survive. But “serv-
ing the people” pulled towards engaging 
with the state. 

To fund the breakfast clubs and clin-
ics party activists applied for charita-
ble grants, and to win them they had to 
make friends with local politicians.

This arrangement soon took a turn 
towards standing in local elections on a 
radical ticket.

The state was using a combination 
of repression and incorporation to frag-
ment the organisation. In the years that 
followed many Panther activists either 
drifted towards  mainstream politics or 
fell away from activity all together.

By the mid-1970s all that remained 
of the fire of the late sixties was embers, 
and with it went the hopes of millions 

of people. 
But capitalism is built on oppression 

and exploitation, and therefore is always 
prone to explosions.

The rage of the poorest would be felt 
many more times before the eruption 
of the Black Lives Matter movement in 
2014.

The fact that today the  history 
of the Black Panthers is once again 
relevant to many newly  radicalised 
people—black and white—is surely 
the revolution’s revenge.

A poll showed that 
9  percent of black 
people were 
‘revolutionaries’

‘‘ 
Police shot up the steel door that protected the Panther’s Chicago office (left) Smiling cops 
carry the dead body of Fred Hampton 
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12 WHAT’S ON        Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
ONLINE MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to 
discuss political issues 
and local interventions. 
All welcome.

BIRMINGHAM
International Women’s Day 
booklaunch: Rebellious 
Daughters of History 
with author Judy Cox
Wed 3 Mar, 7pm
281-634-5938
BLACK COUNTRY
Transgender resistance, 
socialism and the 
fight for liberation
Wed 3 Mar,
 7.30pm
352-891-2411
BRIGHTON AND HOVE
Environment and the 
myths of overpopulation
Thu 4 Mar,
 6.30pm
841-2142-3683
BRISTOL 
The dialectics of art
Thu 4 Mar, 
7.30pm
688-397-3148
BURNLEY AND PENDLE 
The origins of LGBT+ 
oppression
Wed 3 Mar, 
7.30pm
856-0963-2675
CAMBRIDGE 
The Egyptian Revolution—
why it matters ten years on
Thu 4 Mar, 7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
Indian workers and 
farmers—mass revolt 
against Modi
Wed 3 Mar, 
7.30pm
630-181-4857
COVENTRY
Venezuela—crisis 
and imperialism
Wed 3 Mar, 
7.30pm
823-945-1917
CREWE AND STOKE-ON-TRENT
Revolutionary women—
Rosa Luxemburg
Wed 3 Mar, 7pm
861-4394-0431
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN 
AND PERTH
Making Scotland 
ungovernable—lessons 
from Gandhi and civil 
disobedience
Wed 3 Mar, 7.30pm
894-2628-7708
EDINBURGH
Navalny and the political 
crisis in Russia
Wed 3 Mar, 7.30pm
431-459-112

GLASGOW
Why the COP process 
has failed to tackle 
climate change
Thu 4 Mar, 
6.30pm
851-5254-7239
HASTINGS AND EASTBOURNE
Fighting for abortion 
rights—from Poland to 
the US and Britain
Wed 3 Mar,7pm
871-7107-4592
HOME COUNTIES
Angela Davis—women, 
race and class
Thu 4 Mar,
6.30pm
915-511-1297
HUDDERSFIELD
Does capitalism 
work any more?
Wed 3 Mar, 
6.30pm
290-168-1804
KENT
A Rebel’s guide to Engels
Thu 4 Mar, 
8.15pm
434-623-8064

LANCASTER
Pamphlet launch—
capitalism and the 
politics of food
Thu 4 Mar, 7pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS
Navalny and the political 
crisis in Russia
Thu 4 Mar, 7pm
881-4770-0676
LIVERPOOL
From populism to 
fascism—how do we 
defeat the far right?
Wed 3 Mar, 
7pm
493-925-5919
LONDON: HACKNEY
Does capitalism 
work any more?
Wed 4 Mar, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: HARINGEY
How Greek anti-fascists 
beat Golden Dawn
Wed 3 Mar, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576

LONDON: NEWHAM
Pamphlet launch—
capitalism and the 
politics of food
Wed 3 Mar, 
7.30pm
288-098-8827
LONDON:SOUTH
Is there a North/
South divide?
Wed 3 Mar, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
What’s behind the 
coup in Myanmar?
Thu 4 Mar, 7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
The Egyptian Revolution—
why it matters ten years on
Wed 3 Mar, 
7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Indian workers and 
farmers—mass revolt 
against Modi
Wed 3 Mar, 
7.30pm
543-023-057

LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Climate change, anti-
racism and refugees
Thu 4 Mar, 7.30pm
824-3598-9096
MANCHESTER
Big pharma, the Tories 
and Covid—will the 
vaccine solve the crisis?
Wed 3 Mar, 7.15pm
872-5136-9540
NEWCASTLE
Socialism or barbarism—
the revolutionary politics 
of Rosa Luxemburg
Wed 3 Mar, 7pm
368-595-2712
PORTSMOUTH
When workers fight 
for our environment
Wed 3 Mar, 
7.30pm
488-934-2809
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Environmental crisis and 
the myth of overpopulation
Thu 4 Mar,  7pm
528-174-9278

SWANSEA AND WEST WALES
Is Labour right to wave 
the Union Jack?
Thu 4 Mar, 
7pm
902-964-963
WIGAN
Covid, job losses, pay 
cuts—can unions lead 
the fightback?
Thu 4 Mar, 
7pm
872-5136-9540
YORK AND SCARBOROUGH
From Blair to Starmer—
why won’t Labour 
oppose the Tories?
Wed 3 Mar,  7.30pm
827-489-7492

{ }MOVEMENT  
EVENTS 

OXFORD AND THAMES VALLEY
Rally against racism—build 
for a world against racism
Mon 1 Mar, 
7pm, 861 2001 6477
Organised by Stand 
Up To Racism. 
Go to standuptoracism.org.
uk for more information
NATIONAL
Stand Up To Racism Trade 
Union online conference
Sat 27 Feb, 11am 
Sign up at bit.ly/SUTR-unions
NATIONAL
Students and Young 
People’s Forum 
#WorldAgainstRacism
Sat 27 Feb, 4pm
Hosted by Stand Up To Racism 
and All Black Lives UK
Details at bit.ly/SUTRstudents

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online 
meetings during the coronavirus crisis. This 
is to ensure that there can still be collective 
local discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the 
Zoom system. Download the Zoom app onto 
your phone or computer and just before the 
time given for your local meeting ask to “Join 
a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on 
this page for the appropriate meeting. The 
password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook 
page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for 
news of national online meetings and other 
updates.

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquires@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602

Resistance and revolution---the real 
tradition of International Women’s Day

BRADFORD 
Thu 4 Mar, 
7pm 
885 9187 7552

EXETER & 
PLYMOUTH 
Thu 4 Mar, 
7.30pm 
865-2972-2883 

HARLOW 
Thu 11 Mar, 
7.30pm 
832-8746-7480

LONDON - 
ISLINGTON 
Thu 4 Mar, 
7pm 
874-012-7970

NORWICH 
Wed 3 Mar, 
7.30pm 
906-652-5299

SOUTHAMPTON 
Wed 3 Mar, 
7.30pm 
381-513-5080PROTESTING TO defend abortion rights in Poland last year
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Slowthai album is more thoughtful—but less angry
MUSIC
TYRON
By Slowthai.  
Out now

SLOWTHAI’S NEW album 
TYRON is one of two 
halves—the first brash 
and loud, the second more 
introspective. 

His first, released in 
2019, was a shout of 
anger against the Tory 
government of Theresa 
May. That anger seems to 
largely be missing from this 
record. That doesn’t make 
it worse necessarily, but it 
does make it different.  

Slowthai turns his gaze 

inward, which makes for 
more nuanced lyrics. 

This could be seen as 
a reaction to his sexist 
drunken implosion at the 
2020 NME awards, for 
which he has admitted 
deep shame.

It could be an expression 
of the introspection forced 
on everyone as a result of 
lockdown, though half of 
the album was recorded 
prior to the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Whatever the reason, 
the record is lacking 
some of the angry social 
commentary which 
featured so heavily on the 
first—though not all. 

Standout tracks include 
adhd, which seems to sum 
up the contradiction at the 
heart of the album and in 
Slowthai. 

Other tracks to look out 
for include nhs. 

This could have been a 
place to inject some angry 
politics into the mix but 
instead it just comes across 
as a defence of the status 
quo.   

TYRON is more slickly 
produced and performed 
than Slowthai’s first album, 
but in the process he has 
lost some of his bite. 

Here’s hoping he finds it 
again. 
Alistair Farrow

Adam Curtis mixes stunning 
images with dodgy politics
Can’t Get You Out of My Head looks far more interesting than many things 
on TV, but it puts the blame on ordinary people, says Charlie Kimber
ADAM CURTIS might be hugely 
contemptuous of Socialist Worker 
reviewing his work—so that’s one 
good reason to do it.

Curtis’s six-part television series 
Can’t Get You Out of My Head is 
an extraordinary assemblage of 
stitched-together snippets of film, 
music and archive news.

One minute you are watching a 
 section on Jiang Qing, the wife of Mao 
Zedong. Then you leap to the tortured 
history of the British model Sandra 
Paul, then you learn about Black 
Power activist Michael de Freitas.

You find about the tragic life and 
death of writer Edgar Mittelholzer. 
Then you’re off to the Chinese Cultural 
Revolution and then the Acton branch 
of the International Socialists.

Throughout Curtis intones a 
 commentary on the particular events 
and produces general patterns inside 
the confusion.

It is initially mesmerising. It seems 
far more interesting than most of what 
appears on television.

But Curtis’s politics increasingly 
undermines the power of the images.

There’s an emptiness at the heart of 
the programmes where there ought to 
be the hope of people’s own actions.

The series begins with a quotation 
from the recently deceased anarchist 
anthropologist David Graeber.

It reads, “The ultimate hidden truth 
of the world is that it is something we 
make. And could just as easily make 
differently.”

That sound liberating. Certainly 
Graeber meant it as a call to look 
beyond the apparent inevitability of 
what’s around us and insert human 
agency into the construction of soci-
ety. For Curtis it’s used to include the 

culpability of ordinary people in the 
construction of modern society. For 
him they are, in the main, seduced 
into inaction and acceptance of 
capitalism.

Bought off and influenced by televi-
sion, drugs and the internet the hor-
rors of society continue unopposed.

We can point at the wreckage and 
failings everywhere, but who is to 
blame? 

As Curtis puts it, “These strange 
days did not just happen. We—and 

those in power—created them 
together.” But that’s nonsense. 

The fact that billions of people go 
along with the system most of the 
time doesn’t imply they have the same 
responsibility as the politicians and 
the corporate executives.

It’s the very powerlessness of 
the vast majority that pushes them 
towards consent.

Curtis adds, “What’s astonishing 
in our time is how the left here has 
completely failed to come up with 

any alternatives.” He suggests appar-
ently radical moments are either 
irrelevant—Socialist Worker sellers 
being ignored by the masses—or are 
absorbed into the system itself.

Curtis says he tends towards 
 “something very close to a neocon-
servative position” and that he is “fond 
of a libertarian view”.

That’s not just an external factor. It 
permeates how these amazing images 
are used.
All episodes are on BBC iPlayer

ADAM CURTIS stitches together an array of extraordinary archive film footage

The album cover for Slowthai’s introspective second album TYRON

MUSIC 
LET MY PEOPLE GO
By Archie Shepp and 
Jason Moran 
Out now

IN AN era when many 
artists shun political 
affiliations, veteran 
saxophonist Archie Shepp 
makes a point of wearing 
his on his sleeve.

“I am a black Marxist. I 
will be till I die,” he told the 
French newspaper Le Monde 
earlier this month.

“It has always been my 
fight. It’s not just about 
intellectual ideas. It’s a 
feeling I share with my 
sisters and brothers.”

Shepp’s convictions easily 
find their way into the 83 
year old’s latest album. 

The lead track is a 
thorough re-working of 
the traditional spiritual 
Sometimes I Feel Like 
a Motherless Child—an 
anti-slavery and Civil Rights 
Movement anthem.

The song has always 
balanced somewhere 
between hope and despair. 
In its new incarnation, 

Shepp’s saxophone 
delicately plays the singing 
part, while Jason Moran’s 
piano adds dark and 
occasionally discordant 
notes.

Then Shepp comes in to 
sing the verses. His voice 
sounds aged but never 
fragile, even when singing 
the refrain, “Sometimes I 
feel like I’m almost gone, a 
long way from home.”

Why did Shepp choose 
the song for an album now? 

Perhaps, it’s the mix of 
hope of the new movement 
for black liberation that he 
celebrates—and the darker 
possibilities in society that 
have also appeared.

Similar themes emerge in 
the song Go Down Moses. 
It’s a biblical parable at the 
corner of many songs and 
stories of the black freedom 
struggle, and which contains 
the line, “Let my people go”.

The album officially ends 
on a slightly deconstructed 
take on Thelonious Monk’s 
landmark Round Midnight. 
But some streamed versions 
contain extra tracks, 
including a live version of 
his 1975 classic Ujama.
Yuri Prasad

Archie Shepp
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B
ILL GATES’ new 
book How to Avoid 
a Climate Disaster 
is a billionaire’s 
agenda for man-
aging the climate 

catastrophe. 
Gates begins by saying coun-

tries have to get carbon emis-
sions down to net zero. 

He calculates that 51 billion 
tonnes of greenhouse gases 
need to be removed from the 
atmosphere every year to main-
tain our survival on the planet. 

To get to net zero he makes 
it clear that—like every billion-
aire—he will work within the 
system to get to this point. 

The problem with this is that 
this system—capitalism—has 
already led us to the brink of 
climate catastrophe. 

It cannot be shaped to save 
the planet. 

As the book progresses, Gates 
focuses on how it could be pos-
sible to transform major indus-
tries green, using the examples 
of transportation, agriculture 
and energy. 

These chapters are filled with 
details about innovations in cli-
mate and green technology as 
well as heavy doses of wisdom 
from Gates himself. 

He manages to flag up all 
the projects he invests in and 
encourages other corporations 
to take a risk and invest in them 
too. 

Expensive
Yet these ventures include a 
number of projects even he says 
are not guaranteed to work. 
Gates explores the possibilities 
of direct air capture, a ridicu-
lously expensive process that 
harvests carbon dioxide from 
the air. 

He also mentions geoengi-
neering, which tries to delib-
erately manipulate the world’s 
environmental processes. 

This is another expensive 
venture that relies on technol-
ogy, some of which hasn’t been 
proven to work yet.  

These new technologies are 
decades away from being able 
to produce results. They don’t 
address the desperate immedi-
acy of the climate crisis.

Gates favours technologies 
that—if successful—will have 
very short term effects rather 
than technologies that are more 
long lasting. He’s looking for 
quick solutions, even if they’re 
not guaranteed to work.

And while the book champi-
ons new technologies he’s less 
interested in ones that have 
been around for a while. In 
one passage Gates complains 

that solar power isn’t efficient 
enough and that wind power 
takes up “too much land”. 

In 2019 Gates even said 
government subsidies should 
be directed away from wind 
and solar and should go to 
“something new”. 

Wind, solar and tidal power 
are existing  technologies that 
have the potential, if they are 
applied correctly, to produce 
enough energy for all of us. 

Technological progress in 
both the wind and solar indus-
try has meant that they are now 
much cheaper to run and more 
widely available. 

One problem for  the 
billionaires is that these 
industries are not guaranteed 
to make them much profit. 

Wind and solar are often 
heavily regulated by govern-
ments. And the revenue private 
firms make in both industries 
has fallen over the years. 

Even if energy companies do 
invest in renewables, they are 
not likely to abandon the fossil 
fuels industry that they have 
billions of dollars tied up in. 

Nuclear
While dismissing wind and 
solar, there is one type of 
energy that Gates really puts 
his weight behind and that’s 
nuclear energy. 

It just so happens that Gates 
is the founder of nuclear inno-
vation company TerraPower. 
He falsely assures the reader 
that nuclear energy can be 
made safe through innovation. 

The book doesn’t quite say 
that technology that will save 
us from climate crisis. But it 
stresses “innovations” as the 
main solution time and time 
again.

Yet the advancement of tech-
nology alone can’t provide an 
answer to the climate crisis. 

The problem isn’t technology 
itself—it ’s  the way that 
capitalists such as Gates use it. 

Gates argues that competi-
tion between rival capitalists 
could drive the innovation 
of new climate technol-
ogy. But actually it is what 
limits it. 

G a t e s  a r g u e s  t h a t 
governments must “mind the 
investment gap,” and wishes 
that there was more competition 

in the energy market. 
He encourages corpora-

tions to “take more risks” when 
investing in climate research 
and adds that they should be 
rewarded for taking these risks. 

But more capitalist competi-
tion is also not the solution to 
the climate crisis. 

In a system run for profit, 
capitalists compete to outdo 
one another. If they don’t com-
pete they will be overtaken by 
their competitors.  

This has meant that bosses 
not only increasingly exploit 
workers more but they also 
exploit the natural resources 
this planet has to offer. 

They only look for profits in 
the short term, never solutions 
in the long term. 

This has led to deforesta-
tion, loss of animal habitats and 
global warming. 

More competition in, for 

example, the renewable energy 
industry will only add to an 
already chaotic system that 
normal people get absolutely 
no say in. 

For renewables to be a viable 
alternative to fossil fuels the 
industry must be prized away 
from the big business and put 
under public ownership. 

But of course, you can’t 
expect a billionaire like Gates 
to come to this conclusion. 

One of the main functions of 
this book is to deflect the blame 
for the chaos of the system away 
from Gates and big corporations 
and centre them as the solution. 

Despite all the noise that 
Gates makes about the environ-
ment he still has not completely 
cut himself off from the fossil 
fuel industry.  

He has publicly said he com-
pletely divested from fossil fuels 
at the end of 2019. This is not 

completely true.  
Public fillings of the Gates 

Foundation showed that more 
than £71 million was still 
invested in oil and gas compa-
nies at the end of 2019. These 
companies include Exxon 
Mobil, Chevron Corp and BP. 

He also owns 19 percent of 
Signature Aviation which is the 
world’s largest operator of pri-
vate jets. 

The contradiction between 
how Gates would like to be 
perceived—as a philanthropist 
turning his efforts to avoid cli-
mate catastrophe—and what he 
does in practice is obvious. 

One thing this book does 
show is how conversations 
about the climate have shifted 
in the past two decades. 

In the past giant corporations 
like—oil giant Shell—simply 
denied that climate change 
existed. 

READ MORE
 

Advances in 
technology 
won’t produce 
the answer to 
climate chaos 

‘‘ 

Why do the media 
love rich people?

 GATES’ book 
has had 
some positive 
treatment in 

the press. The media 
often presents him as 
the friendly billionaire 
who graciously gave us 
Microsoft technology 
and contributes large 
sums of money to 
charity.

Now he wants to 
pose as an inspirational 
figurehead gifting his 
wealth and wisdom 
to the fight against 
the climate and 
coronavirus crises. 

But the favourable 
view of Gates in some 
sections of the media 
is surely helped by the 
massive donations he 
hands out to them. 

Last year the Bill 
and Melinda Gates 
Foundation gave over 
£2 million to the 
Guardian newspaper. In 
fact, over the last nine 
years, the foundation 
has given grants of 
over £6 million to 
different sections of the 
Guardian Media Group. 

It comes as no 
surprise then that the 
Guardian published 
a glowing review 
of Gates’ new book 
written by former 
prime minister Gordon 
Brown last week. 

The foundation also 
gave the BBC’s Media 
Action programme 

£1,455,485 and the 
French newspaper Le 
Monde £1,521,292 
in 2019.

This information isn’t 
even hidden away—a 
simple search on the 
Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation website list 
of donations throws 
up the figures.

Gates’ foundation 
even funded a report 
into what influence 
donors have over what 
journalists write. 

Happily for him it 
found, “There is little 
evidence that funders 
insist on having an 
editorial review.”   

Now Gates wants 
support for his agenda 
on how to tackle 
climate change and 
large sections of the 
media are prepared 
to help him in return 
for his cash. 

Conclusion
From the articles you 
read about Gates, it 
would be easy to come 
to the conclusion 
that billionaires are 
good for society. 
That their innovation 
and charity work 
benefits people. 

In reality, the 
charity work done 
by billionaires has 
very little to do with 
helping people and 
everything to do 
with making profit.

System Change not 
Climate Change
lEdited by  
Martin Empson
l£8

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to www.
bookmarksbookshop.
co.uk

Bill Gates’ new book claims competition is the solution to 
climate crises. Sophie Squire says he shouldn’t be trusted

BILL GATES  
WON’T SAVE  US

Now one of the richest men 
in the world has written a book 
about fighting it. 

Companies have made shifts 
to appear greener because 
of how public opinion has 
changed. 

Many of those who joined 
the climate movement have 
come to the conclusion that the 
only way to stop catastrophic 
climate change is to dismantle 
the system that created it. 

This books tries to offer 
a counter argument to this 
radicalism. 

It says the solutions to the cli-
mate crisis can be found in the 
free market, with maybe some 
help from politicians and world 
leaders. 

But Gates is wrong. The cli-
mate crisis will only be solved if 
we wrestle control of the system 
away from the ruling class who 
led us there in the first place.

Gordon Brown gave the book a glowing review

One technology Gates 
isn’t interested in 

ENERGY COMPANIES such 
as Shell have billions tied 
up in fossil fuels—and won’t 
abandon them

Egypt---revolutions can 
spread to win change

The 2011 revolt 
in Egypt inspired 
struggles across the 
globe. Sophie Squire  
explains why 
internationalism is key 
to winning socialism

AS DICTATORS were ousted 
in Tunisia and Egypt in early 
2011, a revolutionary spark 
swept across the Middle East 
and North Africa. It terrified 
leaders in the West. 

Images from the resistance 
were sent around the world 
and carried the message that 
revolution was not dead. 

Across the region, leaders 
had enforced neoliberal 
policies that crippled the 
poor. Unemployment was 
high. All working class people 
stood to gain from revolution 
spreading.  

And revolts did spread. 
Protests swept across Jordan, 
forcing the monarchy to make 
constitutional reforms. 

Thousands of protesters in 
Yemen called for president Ali 
Abdullah Saleh to step down. 
And despite promising that he 
would, the movement stayed 
on the streets. 

In Syria, people held 
solidarity protests with the 
Egyptian Revolution.

State repression of the 
protests helped spark a mass 
movement intent on toppling 
Bashar al-Assad’s regime. 

In the Gulf island state 
Bahrain, protesters occupied 
the main roundabout at the 
heart of the capital Manama, 
just like Egyptians occupied 
Tahrir Sqaure.

Saudi Arabia saw protests 
for the first time in many 
years. And in Gaza fireworks 
marked the fall of Egyptian 
dictator Hosni Mubarak. 

Videos
Governments further 
afield were worried too. 
In Zimbabwe activists 
faced a possible death 
sentence for watching 
videos of the revolution. 

Greece saw mass protests 
later in the year, and 
demonstrators occupied 
squares across Spain. 

Egypt’s uprising brought 
a chance for a real 
transformation of society. Its 
working class was bigger than 

many others in the region—
providing a force that could 
deepen the revolution. 

But success wasn’t 
inevitable. And the revolution 
would not survive without 
significant struggles by 
working class people in other 
countries. 

Sameh Naguib, a member 
of the Revolutionary Socialists 
in Egypt, explained this in 
Socialist Worker in 2013. He 
said that being “surrounded” 
by revolution was “very 
dangerous” for other Middle 
Eastern countries. 

“So the rulers of Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates are leading the 
counter-revolution in the 
region,” wrote Sameh. 

“When General el-Sisi took 
over in Egypt, his first phone 
call was to tell the king of 
Saudi Arabia not to worry. 

“The revolution in Egypt 
can only succeed through the 
fall of these regimes. It needs 
to spread or it will be choked.” 

Revolution cannot bring 
about lasting socialist change 
in one country while the 
global capitalist system 
remains intact. 

Revolutions disrupt 

the global trade that links 
different states together. And 
by suggesting that there is a 
different way to run society, 
they threaten capitalist ruling 
classes everywhere. 

That’s why those at the top 
will fight to crush revolutions 
and stop their spread. 

Organised
Mass revolutionary 
movements have to be large 
enough and organised enough 
to beat back these forces. 

After the Russian 
Revolution of 1917, the 
Bolsheviks who led it argued 
that ultimately it had to 
spread to succeed. 

With revolts breaking out 
across the world, and strong 
revolutionary movements in 
countries such as Germany, 
this was a real possibility. 

As Bolshevik leader 
Vladimir Lenin said, “The 
absolute truth is that without 
a revolution in Germany we 
shall perish.” 

The revolution in Egypt did 
not lead to a different kind of 
society. Yet the sparks of the 
Arab Spring revolts are still 
felt across the region. 

Millions of protesters took 
to the streets of Algeria and 
Sudan in recent years, forcing 
out dictators. 

Revolutions will continue 
to break out and give hope to 
millions of people across the 
world. 

Revolutionaries have to 
learn the lessons of past revolts 
to try and make sure that those 
in the future succeed.
This is part of a series of articles 
on Egypt in revolution Read our 
coverage at bit.ly/EgyptSW2021

EGYPT’S REVOLT inspired mass protests in Yemen in 2011

Egypt’s uprising 
was a chance 
for a real 
transformation 
of society

‘‘ 

REVOLUTION
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New pamphlet on how to end LGBT+ oppression
by HOPE RYAN

THE CENTRAL theme of the 
new pamphlet Pride, Politics 
and Protest—A Revolutionary 
Guide to LGBT+ Liberation is 
that people have the power to 
end oppression.

The pamphlet highlights 
the real gains that have been 
made through struggle by 
LGBT+ people over the last 
few decades. 

But the authors also make 
it clear that the fight for 
LGBT+ liberation is not over. 

Gay people can now enter 
into—supposed—marital 
bliss and transgender people 
can turn on the television and 
watch Caitlyn Jenner. 

But these gains are not 
uniform across the world. In 
51 countries a conviction for 
homosexuality can get you a 
jail term. 

And despite some gains 
being made in Britain, there 
is still a long way to go. 

Hate crime has doubled 
in the last three years and 
LGBT+ programmes have 
been cut by the Tories.  

Transgender people face 
increased attacks. 

There are groups that 

claim an improvement for 
transgender rights would 
undermine women’s rights. 

A High Court decision 
restricted access to puberty 
blockers. 

This has led to a climate 
where half of trans people 
say they feel unable to go 
outside under threat of physi-
cal, sexual and verbal attacks.

Because of the way that 

LGBT+ people have been 
treated for centuries and 
are still treated now there 
is a common sense idea that 
oppression is part of human 
nature. 

But evidence shows that 
for most of human history 
oppression did not exist and 
a range of sexual orientation 
and gender identities were 
expressed freely. 

The move to class society 
was the point at which sexu-
ality became more controlled. 
In the Middle Ages rules were 
put in place to prevent sexual 
expression that wasn’t for 
procreation. 

But it was the rise of capi-
talism that specifically tar-
geted homosexuality.

The family unit as we 
know it emerged to both 

produce the next genera-
tion and socialise it. And 
this became the mechanism 
where our sexuality was 
really controlled. 

The strength of Marxism 
is that it locates oppression 
within the material basis of 
a society.

It shows oppression is not 
a matter simply of individ-
ual attitudes but about the 
system itself.

By understanding the 
roots of LGBT+ oppression 
we also can equip ourselves 
with the tools to overcome 
it. Socialists understand 
that only by dismantling the 
system which creates oppres-
sion can we overcome it. 

The pamphlet highlights 
that from the beginnings of 
the fight for LGBT+ libera-
tion socialists were at the 
heart of the movement. 

Many of those that first 
took part in Pride marches 
described themselves as 
revolutionaries. 

Pride events have often 
been commercialised and co-
opted by corporations but 
there are struggles to take 
them back to the politics of 
liberation.

In workplaces black, 
white, gay, straight, cis 
and transgender people are 
brought together. And we 
must focus on what unites us, 
not what divides us. 

Through struggle bigoted 
ideas can be thrown off. 
But winning reforms under 
capitalism is not enough—
we must uproot the existing 
political system of capitalism. 

True liberation from all 
forms of oppression can 
only be secured through 
class struggle and a socialist 
revolution. 

To order copies of the 
pamphlet, email swcirc@swp.
org.uk or phone 020 7840 
5601. For downloads go to  
bit.ly/pridepamphlet
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 IT takes some brass neck to 
try and impose laws on uni-

versities defending “free speech” 
while shutting down the right to 
criticise Israel on campus. But 
that’s what Tory education minis-
ter Gavin Williamson is doing.

Included in proposals Williamson 
outlined last week are measures 
to protect—and even promote— 
bigoted views, while severely 
 curtailing protest.

Free speech has never meant the 
right to speak unopposed or unchal‑
lenged. It’s never even meant the 
right to be heard in “respectful” 
debate or to not be shouted down.

In fact, at its most radical, it’s 
meant the opposite.

The rich, the powerful and the 
right have never lacked space or 
opportunity to spread their ideas or 
spew their bile. They own the media 
outlets that give them a platform—
and set the boundaries of what is 
considered acceptable discussion.

Heard
Ordinary people have had to fight 
for their right to be heard. 

Throughout history and across 
the globe, campaigns for free speech 
have been tied up with the right to 
organise and resist.

One of the best known exam‑
ples is the Tolpuddle Martyrs, who 
were deported for forming a union 
in 1832. Another is the protesters 
who were killed in the Peterloo 
Massacre of 1819 demanding the 

vote and democratic rights. The 
19th century Chartist movement, 
the Suffragettes’ of the 20th century 
and the US Civil Rights Movement 
all tied in the right to organise and 
protest.

The Berkeley Free Speech 
Movement in California in 1964‑65 
fought for the right of students to 
organise politically and for academ‑
ics to research and teach  radical 
ideas.

There are genuine fights for free 
speech today. Palestinian societies 
fight for the right to organise in 
universities. There are campaigns 
against the Prevent legislation 
that silences Muslims. And LGBT+ 

activists are battling those who aim 
to keep trans people marginalised.

Today Williamson uses the 
 language of free speech and academic 
freedom to push our rights back. He 
cited the case of Felix Ngole, a stu‑
dent expelled from a social work 
course after calling gay sex a “wicked 
act”, to justify his measures.

Ideological
Williamson’s policy paper  complains 
that “academics have been pres‑
sured to adjust their reading lists 
for ideological reasons”.

That’s a reference to campaigns 
to “decolonise the curriculum”—
to change what is taught to reflect 
racism and oppression. 

Students having a say over what 
they are taught is the kind of free 
speech Williamson doesn’t like. So 
is their right to take action over it.

Williamson is forced to accept 
that “the right to free speech 
includes the right to challenge or 
protest”. But universities must “not 
allow protest to prevent speech 
from being heard (for instance, by 
drowning it out)”.

More vaguely ,  protesters 
shouldn’t “intimidate speakers or 
audience members”. The biggest 
threat to free speech on campus is 
Williamson and the Tories.

PROTESTING AGAINST Israeli ambassador Mark Regev at Soas university in 2017. Gavin Williamson 
wants to stop this kind of ‘intimidatory’ action  Picture: Guy Smallman 

 Universities monitor 62,000 events in one year due to Prevent
 MUSLIMS have borne the 
brunt of attacks on free 

speech. The force driving these 
attacks aren’t woke students—it’s 
the state.

In universities, Muslims who 
want to organise politically, 
hold events, or invite outside 
speakers have to do so under the 
surveillance of the Prevent duty.

This requires universities to 
monitor students for signs of 
“extremism” or that they are being 
“drawn into terrorism”—and 
report them to the authorities.

Universities are asked to 
vet speakers and events before 
deciding if they can go ahead. 

Cops
Often they’ll impose conditions 
on events, such as having them 
monitored by university officers, or 
even the cops. The government’s 
Prevent strategy describes 
“extremism” as “the active 

opposition to fundamental British 
values”. The main targets under 
this loaded definition are Muslims, 
and in particular Prevent aims 
to silence them from criticising 
Britain and its wars.

The most recently released 
statistics from the government’s 
Office for Students cover the 

2017‑18 academic year. More 
than 62,000 events and speakers 
were subjected to scrutiny by their 
universities under the Prevent duty 
that year.

Of those more than 2,100 were 
only allowed to go ahead with 
conditions attached.

The National Union of Students 

surveyed Muslim students about 
how they felt about Prevent that 
same year. 

More than one third said they’d 
felt negatively affected by Prevent. 

“Respondents who reported 
having been affected by Prevent 
are significantly more likely than 
others to believe there is no safe 
space or forum on campus to 
discuss issues that affect them,” 
the report said. 

Review
“These students are also 
significantly more likely to note 
they would not be comfortable 
involving themselves in 
student debates around racism, 
Islamophobia, Muslim student 
provision, terrorism, Palestine or 
Prevent.”

It also meant Muslims felt less 
comfortable running for elected 
positions in their student unions.

Even Gavin Williamson’s policy 

document had to admit that 
parliament’s Joint Committee on 
Human Rights found Prevent had 
a “chilling effect on freedom of 
speech”.

But it doesn’t think anything 
should change, only saying that 
Prevent “should not be used to shut 
down or discourage lawful speech”.

Yet the Tories are determined 
to ensure that it does. They 
last month appointed William 
Shawcross to chair a review of 
Prevent. 

Shawcross is a former chair 
of the Henry Jackson Society, a 
right wing think tank that blames 
Muslims for “extremism”.

He once said that, “Europe and 
Islam is one of the greatest, most 
terrifying problems of our future.” 

His book, Justice and the 
Enemy, is sympathetic to the use of 
torture in Guantanamo Bay.

And now he’ll set the limits of 
free speech for Muslims.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

  Williamson’s ‘free speech’ is an  
 attack on our rights to organise 
The Tories’ crackdown on universities means protecting bigots from opposition. But as 
Nick Clark shows, real free speech battles have always involved defending the right to protest

Resisting the racist Prevent strategy  Picture: SocialiSt Worker
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OBITUARIES  

Court rules Uber drivers are 
workers not self-employed
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

THE SUPREME Court has ruled 
that drivers for taxi  company 
Uber are now classed as workers. 

It means some drivers for the 
company will be entitled to sick 
pay, holiday, maternity leave and 
a minimum wage. 

Legal action was brought against 
the company by former drivers 
James Farrer and Yaseen Aslam 
who took Uber to an employment 
tribunal over the issue in 2016.

Uber appealed and tried to prove 
that drivers for the company are 
self-employed and control their 
own hours. 

But Uber tightly restricts what 
drivers do once they log into their 
app. 

And an algorithm manages their 
time and performance. 

The court found that drivers at 
Uber are in a “position of subordi-
nation and dependency to Uber”.

It shows the autonomy that 
 businesses like Uber say workers 
have is a lie. Claiming that  workers 
are self-employed allows  companies 
to further exploit them. 

Currently the ruling only 

applies to the 25 drivers that were 
 claimants against Uber, but it will 
allow thousands of others to make 
similar claims. 

The App Drivers and Couriers 
Union (ADCU) said, “The court 
handed down a unanimous deci-
sion from six judges who heard the 

case and there was no dissenting 
opinion. 

“This is a landmark decision that 
will fundamentally re-order the gig 
economy in Britain.” 

It’s certainly a step forward, 
but drivers at Uber don’t have 
to wait for court rulings to push 

for a minimum wage and better 
 condit ions.  Organisation by 
 workers can ensure gains are made 
real and permanent.

During the pandemic workers 
for Uber and its food delivery ser-
vice Uber Eats have kept the com-
pany afloat after it made massive 

financial losses in 2019. But many 
have been struggling financially. 

Farrar said, “We’re seeing 
many of our members earning 
£30 gross a day right now,” due 
to the  assistance available for 
self-employed workers.

And a number have died after 
contracting Covid-19.

One driver, Rajesh Jayaseelan, 
reportedly starved in the weeks 
before his death and hid his 
 symptoms out of fear of eviction.

The TUC estimated that five 
 million people worked in the gig 
economy in Britain in 2019. 

And this figure is likely to have 
risen in 2020 and will continue to 
rise this year. 

Despite challenging conditions, a 
fightback is possible.

D e l i v e r o o  w o r k e r s — w h o 
are  a l so  cons idered  to  be 
“self-employed”—went on strike 
in Sheffield last year. They were 
able to bring food delivery services 
largely to a standstill. 

The court decision is a welcome 
step to improving the conditions 
and pay for those in the sector. 

But only action by workers will 
turn the tide for all those trapped 
in the gig economy. 

UBER DRIVERS win in court—but only action can make lasting change  

Mike Waterman 1953-2021
COVID-19 HAS taken the life of 
Mike Waterman who died at his 
home in Norwich last week.

The following evening, at a 
few hours’ notice, a Zoom event 
organised by Norwich SWP 
brought together more than 40 
people. It heard moving tributes 
to a comrade and friend who 
made a difference everywhere 
he went.

Mike joined the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) in 
the early 1970s. As well as 
being a trade union activist 

in Wandsworth council, he 
developed a reputation as a 
resolute anti-racist and fighter 
for the Palestinian cause.

He was well-read, and gained 
enormous political experience 
that equipped him to handle 
every situation and argument 
with a quiet confidence.

Mike took that with him 
to Australia in the late 1980s 
where he became influential in 
turning the small International 
Socialist Organisation outwards.

He engaged in campaigns 

from the struggle for Aboriginal 
rights, to workers’ struggles, to 
the fight against the first Iraq 
war. Returning to Britain, Mike 
tirelessly galvanised Brighton & 
Hove SWP for a decade. He was 
central to launching Stand Up 
To Racism in the city.

His Palestine solidarity 
work saw a triumph when the 
local branch of the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign succeeded 
in closing the SodaStream shop. 
It sold products manufactured 
in the occupied West Bank.

Mike joined the picket there 
every Saturday for two years.

At the end of 2017 Mike 
moved to Norwich and again 
made an immediate impact in 
local campaigns.

For those who worked with 
him he was a rock—the vital 
centre of every SWP branch 
he joined. He was a comrade 
adept at patiently explaining 
his differences with those who 

disagreed with us, while uniting 
with them in the struggle.

Immediately identifiable 
by his pork pie hat, he was an 
influential leader.

And his passions beyond 
politics were diverse. He loved 
to dance to ska and reggae, and 
trance music. He was a fan of 
Leonard Cohen and Chelsea FC.

He was a demon on the poker 
table and turned to science 
fiction for a sense of how our 
world can be different.

Our condolences go to his 
sister Julie, his brother Leo, his 
niece Rachael and her children 
Eva and Jamie.
Phil Mellows

Gerry Kelly 1951-2021
BORN TO a Roscommon tailor 
Gerry grew up in Balsall Heath, 
Birmingham. He left school 
at 16 to work in the building 
industry.

He was a teen rebel on 
issues of Irish nationalism and 
workers’ rights and joined 
the SWP forerunner, the 
International Socialists (IS). 

In 1971 he started organising 
on the Woodgate Valley council 
housing site. 

He built a strong UCATT rank 
and file.

Gerry took these workers to 
join picketing at Saltley Gates 
on 10 February 1972, helping to 
win the miners’ strike.

He also led a dispute with 
employer Bryants that won 
members a 50 percent pay rise. 

Gerry was blacklisted out of 
the trade in following years, 
receiving compensation in 2016. 

Meanwhile he took time to 

do A Levels and left IS. Gerry 
moved to attend the Polytechnic 
of North London in 1977, and 
threw himself into student 
politics. 

He later worked as a guard on 

London Transport then served 
as a criminal solicitor’s clerk in 
Hackney.

Belatedly Gerry became 
an excellent English teacher. 
He hated the OFSTED school 
inspectorate but they had to 
give him “outstanding” grades. 

He also loved teaching 
at Arsenal football club’s 
youth academy when run 
by a personal hero of his 
Liam Brady.

He was active in the NUT 
teachers’ union in Waltham 
Forest, in east London, and 
was a regular speaker and 

entertainer at NEU union 
national conferences. 

At his last gig he played a 
wonderful collection of Irish 
rebel songs. Gerry also wrote 
songs for The Fred Hampton 
Appreciation Society band.

Gerry died in Homerton 
hospital on 15 February. 

A popular, talented working 
class fighter has left the stage.

Our deepest condolences go 
to Gerry’s partner Sue O’Shea, 
his son Brendan, siblings Ann, 
Cathy, Maggie and Tommy, plus 
Brendan’s mum Chloe.
Nick Grant

18 NEWS Socialist Worker 24 February 2020

Gerry Kelly                  Picture: AmAndA Squire

Mike Waterman in Norwich
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 UEL strikers fight for 
jobs and education 
by SADIE ROBINSON

UCU UNION members 
at the University of East 
London (UEL) staged a 
two-day strike this week in 
a fight to save jobs.  

Bosses want to impose 
swingeing redundancies. 
The strike comes as workers 
in universities and colleges 
across Britain face attacks on 
jobs, pay and conditions.  

Over 230 people joined an 
online strike rally on Monday. 
Workers and students spoke 
alongside Greater London 
Authority member Unmesh 
Desai and Newham mayor 
Rokhsana Fiaz.  

UEL worker Anna said 
bosses have made “cut after 
cut” since 2013 and that it is 
now “impossible to get our 
work done in our working 
hours”.  

“We’ve seen our admin 
teams cut to the bone,” she 
said. 

“Students have less and 
less support. Students in 
distress have waited days or 
weeks for appointments.”  

UEL student Amal said 
students have supported 
others suffering serious 
mental health problems 

because the university is not.  
“This isn’t our job,” she 

said. “The university needs 
to start listening to students 
and put support in.”  

Monia, a student from 
India, described how she had 
been forced to rely on a local 
food bank to get by. 

“UEL and management are 
not supporting students,” she 
said. “We’ve come so far to 
have a better life.”  

UEL worker Molly Andrews, 
one of those threatened with 

redundancy, said compulsory 
redundancies are “sweeping 
the sector”. 

Like many, she said the 
union must wage a national 
fight to defend workers.  

Many of those facing 
redundancy are UCU reps. 
Richard McEwan, a UCU rep 
at New City College, said the 
attacks are “victimisation 
plain and simple”.  

He added that workers 
are going to have to fight 
the Tories’ push to get them 

back into unsafe workplaces. 
“Branches are capable of 
fighting back when they’re 
supported by the union,” he 
argued.  

“The challenges are too 
great for us to rely on a 
branch by branch strategy.”  

He said some in UCU 
argued that the union needs 
more members before it can 
take effective action. Richard 
said this is a “fallacy”.  

“Unions grow when they’re 
fighting back,” he said. 

EDUCATION ROUND-UP

Fight cuts and victimisation 
UCU UNION members 
at Chichester College 
Group are balloting for 
strikes over job cuts. 

Bosses plan to axe 
ten full time equivalent 
jobs in Maths and 
English—40 percent of 
the department. They 
also plan further cuts.  

UCU regional official 
Michael Moran said 
bosses are “trying to use 
the pandemic to push 
through dangerous cuts”.  

The union says that the 
college had an operating 
surplus of £5.7 million in 
its most recently available 
accounts from 2019. 
lTweet support to @chi_ucu

nWORKERS AT Shrewsbury 
Colleges Group were set to 
strike on Wednesday of this 
week to defend victimised 
NEU union rep John Boken.  

John was suspended 
after he raised complaints 
about racism in the college. 
NEU union members voted 

overwhelmingly to back 
strikes to defend him.

John’s victimisation 
is one of a number of 
attacks on NEU reps.  
lMessages of support to  
jean.evanson@neu.org.uk  

nNEU UNION members at 
Barrow Hedges School in 
Sutton began a two-day 
strike on Tuesday of this 
week. The walkout was the 
first of six planned strike 
days over coronavirus 
and home working.  

The school has said 
it will not allow staff to 
work from home when 
schools fully reopen if their 
children have to isolate.  

NEU members at Langley 
School in Birmingham 
were also set to strike on 
Wednesday over health 
and safety issues.  
lMessages of support to 
Langley School at  
Shirley.perry@neu.org.uk and 
to Barrow Hedges at  
Andrew.gibbons@neu.org.uk

UCU MEMBERS at UEL struck in 2020                                                             Picture: ueL ucu

Start fight 
for LG pay
A MAJOR battle could 
be coming over local 
government pay in 
England and Wales.

Three local government 
unions last week submitted 
a pay claim for school 
and council staff.

They want to see a 
“substantial” pay increase 
from this April with a 
wage rise of at least 
10 percent for all.

The Unison, GMB and 
Unite union represent 
1.4 million council and 
school workers. 

They say staff working 
in local government have 
seen up to 25 percent wiped 
from the real value of their 
pay in the last decade.

Winning a pay rise that 
begins to redress years of 
cuts will take a major fight.

Unions should be 
preparing their members for 
strikes now, and demanding 
that Labour council leaders 
give their full backing.

40 days of 
strikes plan
CLEANING WORKERS at the 
La Retraite Roman Catholic 
Girls’ School in south London 
are planning 40 days of 
strikes from 16 March. 

This comes after workers 
returned a 100 percent Yes 
vote for strikes. 

The members of the UVW 
union at the school are 
demanding the London living 
wage, improved sick pay, no 
reduction in working hours 
and recognition of their 
chosen union.

The workers—outsourced 
to Ecocleen—are also angry 
that the company withheld a 
month’s worth of their wages. 

Workers refused to return 
to work last year saying 
the school wasn’t a safe 
environment to work in. 

One of the cleaning 
workers, Montserrat said, 
“They have punished us by 
not paying us this month the 
only thing we have done has 
been to claim our rights”.
lDetails at uvwunion.org.uk

  Homes For All organises
HOUSING CAMPAIGN group 
Homes For All held a summit 
last Saturday to discuss the 
crises around housing and to 
plan action.

A rally on Friday was 
followed by plenaries on 
Saturday attended by 
hundreds. And workshops 
attended by over 160 people 
were also held on Grenfell, 
empty homes, housing 
associations, the planning 
system, homelessness, rent 
strikes and universal credit.

In the closing plenary Fire 
Brigade Union Matt Wrack 
said housing companies are 
“just for profit.”

“If corporate donors don’t 
influence policy, why would 

they make such donations to 
the Tories?” he asked.

Attendees raised proposals 
for physical protests, 
increasing awareness of 
housing issues and fighting 
to uplift the current housing 
and welfare system.

Last year 976 homeless 
people died last year—a third 
more than in 2019.

This was despite 
government claims that it 
was offering accommodation 
to all during Covid-19.

And the Grenfell inquiry 
has exposed corporate lies 
and greed over building of 
homes.
lFor details of Homes For All 
go to bit.ly/Homes4All0221

Escalate now at British Gas 
>>from back page
issue to everyone’s attention. 
If we win it’ll be the green 
light to everyone that you 
can fight this practice.”

And British Gas workers 
can win. Strikes are hitting 
British Gas hard. According 
to the GMB 210,000 
households are in a backlog 
awaiting repairs and 250,000 
planned annual services 
have been abandoned.

Further strikes are planned 
for 26 February to 1 March.

Only more pressure 
on the company will win 
this fight and the workers 
who opposed suspending 
strike action last week 
were right to do so.

Negotiations turned 
out to be pointless and 
really only resulted in the 
dispute losing four days of 
strikes during the coldest 
weekend of the year. 

On 31 March the company 
says it will sack workers 
who haven’t signed the 
new contracts. It is vitally 
important that the union 
escalates the strikes to 
protect these jobs.

An all-out strike could 
win British Gas strikers 
their demands and stop 
future attacks on their 
pay and conditions.

Every trade unionist 
must continue to 
support this fight. 

It’s a bad deal at Goodlord
WORKERS AT lettings 
software provider Goodlord 
launched strikes on Monday.

They are fighting 
attempts to slash staff 
salaries by up to £6,000.

More than 20 Unite 
union members are 
employed in Goodlord’s 

London-based referencing 
department. Under the fire 
and rehire plans, Goodlord’s 
referencing staff’s pay 
would plummet from 
£24,000 to £18,000 a year.

And maternity, holiday 
and sick pay would 
also be reduced. 

Scaffolders build new action
FIFTY SCAFFOLDERS at 
the British Steel plant in 
Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire, 
began a 48-hour strike 
on Monday. And a further 
24-hour strike was set for 
Thursday this week.

The Unite union members 
employed by contractor 
Brand Energy have already 
struck for nine days over pay.

Workers are fighting to 
be paid in line with the 
National Agreement for the 
Engineering Construction 
Industry (NAECI). There is 
a difference of £2 an hour 
between the NAECI rate and 
Brand Energy’s rate.

nSECURITY STAFF at the 
Royal Berkshire Hospital 
in Reading are on strike 

until 7 March. This is the 
third wave of action by 
Unite union members.

The 20 security guards 
work for Kingdom Services 
Group Ltd and have been 
striking since mid-December.

Bosses have refused to 
offer more than £9.30 for 
security officers, who are 
fighting for an increase to 
£12 an hour.

nSTRIKES AT Eddie Stobart 
Ltd’s Warrington depot have 
been suspended as talks 
with bosses over pay began.

The 38 workers who 
deliver Walkers crisps were 
due to strike on 17 February 
until 20 February. Unite 
said further strikes from 
28 February could go ahead.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CLEANERS
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STRONG STRIKE 
 BY BUS DRIVERS
by SAM ORD

OVER 2,000 London bus 
drivers struck on Monday 
over pay and conditions.

The strikes targeted three 
subsidiaries of multinational 
bus operating company 
RATP—London United, 
Quality Line and London 
Sovereign.

The Unite union claims 
that RATP is using the 
 pandemic as “a conveni‑
ent smokescreen” to try to 
 introduce policies that could 
see drivers lose up to £2,500 
annually.

B o s s e s  h a v e  a l s o 
 threatened drivers with the 
possible introduction of 
zero‑hour contracts.

Manoj,  a driver and 
branch rep in Edgware, north 
London told Socialist Worker, 
“We want recognition of the 
work we have done over the 
past year.

“We want to be treated 
with respect and given what 
we need. A £2.40 pay increase 
each week isn’t enough, that’s 
why we’re here.

“I haven’t heard anything 
from management, so I don’t 
know if a compromise will be 

made. Most of us here are on 
strike, it’s the best support for 
a strike we’ve ever had. 

“We’re going to strike 
again next Wednesday and 
the week after.” The  workers 
had a lively presence on 

picket lines outside most 
depots. They have affected 
services from Edgware, 
Harrow, Hounslow, Park 
Royal, Shepherd’s Bush, 
Tolworth and Fulwell.

Workers at London United, 

which operates in south and 
west London, were due to 
strike on Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday this week.

Workers at Quality Line, in 
Epsom, planned to strike on 
Monday and Tuesday. They 

are paid £2.50 an hour less 
than drivers at RATP’s other 
subsidiaries. 

The workers have been 
offered a pay increase of 
0.5 percent—seven pence 
an hour. Drivers at London 

Sovereign in north London 
were on strike on Monday 
and are set to strike again on 
Wednesday 3 and 10 March. 

Workers have been offered 
a pay increase of just 0.75 
percent, which is well below 
what has been offered by 
other operators.

It’s great to see  workers 
fighting back during the 
pandemic, and London bus 
workers have real power.

Manchester bus drivers 
working for Go North West 
were also preparing for an 
all‑out continuous strike from 
this Sunday.

The Unite union members 
are fighting bosses’ plans to 
fire the entire workforce and 
rehire it on worse contracts. 

The proposed plans would 
axe 10 percent of jobs—and 
force drivers to work longer 
hours for no extra pay.

Workers are also angry 
at proposed changes to the 
sick pay policy. This would 
force them to work while 
sick or when they should be 
 self‑isolating for Covid‑19. 

Transport workers have 
been key throughout the 
pandemic. They must fight 
to receive the pay and condi‑
tions they deserve.

DRIVERS ON strike in Shepherd’s Bush, West London  Picture: Guy Smallman 

BRITISH GAS

Workers back on strike after GMB union’s talks with bosses break down
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

AROUND 7,000 striking 
British Gas workers have 
headed back to picket lines 
after negotiations with the 
company broke down.

Friday saw their 19th 
day of strikes this year. 
The action will continue 
until the end of Monday. 

GMB union members 
are battling the decision 
by parent company 
Centrica to fire thousands 
of workers and then 
rehire them on much 
worse contracts.

It’s a crucial battle not 
only for their own pay 
and jobs but against the 

whole rotten practice 
of fire and rehire.

Union leaders called 
off recent strikes in order 
to hold talks with the 
bosses. But during the 
negotiations Centrica chief 
executive Chris O’Shea 
refused to withdraw the 
threat of fire and rehire. 

Many strikers think 
it was wrong to call 
off the strikes.  

Martin has worked for 
British Gas for 31 years. 
He told Socialist Worker 
that he feels the company 
“clawed a little bit back 
from us” when strike 
days were suspended. 

“After not striking 
last weekend I feel like 

the ball is more in their 
court,” Martin added. 

Workers were not able 
to find out what had gone 
on in negotiations due 
to the involvement of 
government conciliation 
service Acas. 

This meant they spent a 
week not knowing if they 
would be heading back 
to the picket lines while 
negotiations went on. 

Martin said that the 
week has been filled 
with “uncertainty” 
and by Tuesday it was 
easy to be filled with 
“doom and gloom”. 

Many were also worried 
that a deal made in 
talks would fall short 

of their central demand 
which is to scrap fire 
and rehire contracts. 

But despite the 
announcement on Friday 
that talks had collapsed 
and fire and rehire was 
still on the table, workers 
remained resolute and 
ready for more strikes. 

Chris on Twitter said, 
“I’ve lost track of what day 
we are on, and my pay 
packet has taken a serious 
hit. But we will fight on.”

Martin said, “It’s 
still possible to remove 
the gun to the head 
of fire and rehire.  

The support from the 
public has brought the
>>Continued on page 19Strikers in Edinburgh
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