
 THAT’S
 RICH
 RISHI

MILLIONAIRE
CHANCELLOR
WANTS US TO

PAY FOR CRISIS

RISHI SUNAK hopes to prop up 
the Tories’ failing system with 
his budget this week.

The government claims it has 
protected ordinary people during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

It hails measures such as the 
 furlough scheme and the £20 
uplift to  Universal Credit.  

But these things are the tip of 
the iceberg in terms of what needs 
to be done.

They have not stopped  working 

class people suffering a year of 
rising poverty, unemployment 
and debt.  

Sunak’s budget means more of 
the same. It won’t stop the soaring 
unemployment sweeping Britain. 

And it won’t bring poverty ben-
efits up to a level that can give 
people a decent standard of living.  

Yet there’s no crisis for the 
bosses. On the contrary, the rich 
have got even richer during the 
pandemic.

The Tories have spent the past 
year throwing money at the bosses 
to bail out their businesses.  

If there’s a small rise in corpora-
tion tax, it won’t make up for this.  

The Tories want working class 
people to pay for the disruption 
caused by the pandemic. There’s 
plenty of money in the system, 
but it’s in the pockets of a para-
sitic elite.

We need to fight to take the 
money off the bosses.  

Balanced on the breadline
>>Pages 10&11

MILLIONS UNDER ATTACK FROM 
THE RIGHT >>PAGES 10&11STARMER IS FAILING >>Pages 5 and 7

WHAT’S WRONG
WITH LABOUR?

MYANMAR FIGHT 
AGAINST MILITARY
AT A CRUCIAL STAGE
BLOOD ON THE STREETS >>Page 8
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�BAILOUTS TO BOSSES 
�MISERY FOR POOREST

EDUCATION

We can resist 
unsafe return say 
school workers
TRADE UNIONISTS are 
fighting Tory plans for ten 
million people to return 
to schools and colleges in 
England on 8 March.

Several have already won a 
staggered return to schools.

“People are worried,” said 
Redbridge teacher Michael. 
“We have to do everything we 
can to win a safe return.”
>>Page 3

STRIKES

Solidarity for 
bus drivers in 
Manchester
OVER 400 bus drivers in 
Manchester are on all-
out strike over bosses’ 
fire and rehire plans.

Trade unionists including 
local NHS workers have 
joined picket lines in 
solidarity. 

And bus drivers in 
London were set to walk out 
again this week.
>>Page 20

ANTI-RACISM

State stops 
Shamima Begum 
coming home
A COURT ruling that stops 
Shamima Begum from 
returning to Britain to 
fight for her citizenship 
shows the British state’s 
hostility towards Muslims.

It also sets a dangerous 
precedent for what constitutes 
being “British”.
>>Page 4



Socialist Worker  3 March 2021 TROUBLEMAKERthe2

 Queen’s love of horses and 
torturers knows no bounds
NEW EVIDENCE has emerged of 
Dubai ruler Sheikh Mohammed 
holding his adult daughters 
hostage. 

We should remember that queen 
Elizabeth has met the repressive 
leader on at least ten occasions 
since the 2011 “Arab Spring”.

The Declassified UK website 
says she gave him a horse racing 
award a year after one daughter, 
Princess Latifa, had fled Dubai and 
been forcibly returned.

The following year the queen 
hosted a state visit from Sheikh 
Mohammed’s colleague, the UAE’s 
president and ruler of Abu Dhabi, 
Sheikh Khalifa. 

He was treated to a lavish lunch 
and stayed as a guest of the queen 
in Windsor Castle.

The queen’s “love of horses” 
has seen her foster close ties with  
several other vicious Gulf  
monarchs. 

She visited Oman’s Sultan 
Qaboos shortly before the Arab 
Spring in November 2010 as part 
of her trip to the UAE. 

She took £364,000 for the 
flights. Tory foreign secretary 
William Hague accompanied her.

In Oman, Qaboos presented the 
Queen with a gold Faberge-style 
egg and put on a cavalry display 
involving 700 horses. 

In return, she honoured him 
with a Royal Victorian Chain, an 
award “conferred only upon the 
highest dignitaries”.

Sultan Qaboos sent 110 horses 
to a pageant at Windsor Castle 
that accompanied the queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee celebrations.

When one of his subjects, the 
activist Khalfan al-Badwawi, 
 protested at the cost of transporting 
so many live animals to Britain by 
air, he was arrested and tortured.

lMORE BLACK people have been victims 
of murder or manslaughter in England and 

Wales than at any time in nearly two decades.
Office for National Statistics figures showed 

105 black victims were recorded in the 12 months 
to March 2020. It’s the highest figure since the 
12 months to March 2002. Black people made 
up around 15 percent of all homicide victims 
in the latest figures, yet just 3 percent of the 
general population are black. Nearly half of 
black victims were aged between 16 and 24.

   No rows here, but ‘a 
nest of singing birds’
IT’S REASONABLE to 
question whether “they 
should be running 
Number 10 during a 
deadly pandemic,” 
a friend of Dominic 
Cummings told the Mail 
on Sunday last weekend.

The “they” in question 
were Boris Johnson’s 
partner Carrie Symonds 
and their dog, Dilyn.

The rows among the 
Tories have escalated to 
the degree that a dog now 
stands accused of secretly 
running the government. 

The Bow Group 
Tory think tank wants 
an investigation into 
Symonds’ influence 
on government.

She is said to have 
briefed the media against 

leading female civil 
servants, an allegation 
that a Number 10 source 
called “total bollocks”.

Carrie is said to be 
at war with Johnson’s 
press secretary Allegra 
Stratton and chief of 
staff Dan Rosenfield. 

“I love Carrie and 
would do anything 
for her,” responded 
Stratton. “We are all a 
nest of singing birds.”

Will no one think of the 
poor hedge funds?
“A BAD year for humanity 
was a wonderful year for 
the hedge fund elite.” 
That’s the verdict of 
Institutional Investor 
magazine as it published 
its annual Rich List of 
the top 25 hedge fund 
managers.

It showed that this 
super-wealthy elite 
grabbed £23 billion last 
year. 

That’s an increase of 
50 percent compared to 
2019. The editors add, 
“When volatility increases 
and stock markets 
soar—regardless of their 
connection to the real 
economy—a select group 
of men (and yes, it is all 
men on the 2020 Rich 

List) stand to make bank.”
These sort of hedge 

funds were among 
those who ultimately 
won out from the 
GameStop episode. The 
magazine concludes, 
“Will the £23 billion in 
earnings across the top 
25 managers grate on 
those who watched tens 
of millions lose their 
jobs while global GDP 
cratered? Most certainly.”

Keir was less a 
flag waving fan 
than Keir  
LABOUR right wingers 
thought they had a 
moment of triumph last 
week when a picture 
emerged of early Labour 
leader Keir Hardie with a 
Union Jack behind him.

Look, they chortled, 
today’s Keir is following in 
the footsteps of the man 
he was named after.

They don’t know their 
history. Whatever the 
weaknesses of his politics, 
Hardie’s flag was not a 
celebration of empire.

It was a trophy grabbed 
from a South African 
crowd that sought to 
lynch him for his remarks 
attacking the British during 
the Boer War and British 
rule in India.

Author Martin Plaut has 
written, “Hardie’s remarks 
in India, critical of British 
rule, were widely reported 
in the UK as well as South 
Africa. 

“When he arrived in 
Durban in 1908, he faced 
a storm of controversy. 

Although Hardie attempted 
to reassure the journalists 
who came to interview 
him that he was not in 
the country to stir up a 
revolution, he had little 
success. 

“Hardie’s South African 
journey was dogged by 
bitter criticism and violent 
demonstrations, from 
which he was lucky to 
escape without serious 
injury. 

“In Pretoria a white mob, 
3,000-strong effectively 
ran him out of town, 
singing ‘We’ll hang Keir 
Hardie from a sour apple 
tree’.”

He took the flag from 
that crowd. Not quite why 
Labour’s Keir today is 
pictured with the Union 
Jack. 

Blaming the victims?

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘A gloomy 
submission to 
a new world of 
excessive safety’
Right wing columnist 
Peter Hitchens on getting the 
coronavirus vaccine

‘We gave up real 
freedom for the 
illusion of safety’
Hitchens continues

‘A spiteful war 
on our glorious 
snowdrops’
The Mail on Sunday on the 
latest crime of the European 
Union

‘The 
parliamentary 
wing of the public 
sector unions’
Janet Daley has a strange view 
of Keir Starmer’s Labour Party 
in the Telegraph

‘New low in the 
current vogue for 
the denigration 
of Churchill’s 
memory’
Sir Nicholas Soames, 
grandson of Winston Churchill, 
isn’t happy at Churchill’s 
racism being called out

‘White 
supremacist 
philosophy’
How Cambridge University’s 
Churchill College had 
described Churchill

‘Smear’
Soames responds
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lON 11 January Tory London 
Assembly Member Tony 

Devonish tweeted “very good 
piece” when the Times denounced 
low traffic neighbourhoods as 
part of the woke culture war. But 
“Great Work” was the call by 
Devonish by February when Tory 
Westminster council announced 
plans for blocking roads to make 
more street space for restaurants. 
Eat out to stop the snowflakes?

Running the country?
Tough times

REACTIONARY FEUDAL relic and Sheikh Mohammed 

Labour leader with racists’ flag

Labour leader with racists’ flag



Stats show 
danger of 
easing rules
CORONAVIRUS LEVELS 
remain high across Britain—
and are rising in some areas. 
Cases of a new “Brazilian” 
variant of the virus, said 
to be highly transmissible, 
have also been confirmed in 
Britain.

Figures released last week 
from Public Health England 
showed that infections are 
going up in 69 of 315 local 
authority areas, more than 
one in five.

The virus remains a 
significant threat, despite the 
rollout of the vaccine. 

England’s deputy chief 
medical officer Professor 
Jonathan Van-Tam said last 
week that some areas are 
“burning quite hot” with rising 
levels of new infections. 

Areas with rising infections 
include the Midlands and 
east and west coast of 
England—all areas that are 
still supposedly in lockdown.

“This reinforces the fact 
that this battle is not won,” 
said Van-Tam.

Tory health secretary Matt 
Hancock said the rate of 
decline in virus infections is 
“slowing” but that hospital 
admissions and deaths 
remain “far too high”.

“The stay at home rules 
are still in place for a 
reason,” he said. 

But it’s his government 
that plans to force millions 
out of their homes for a 
return to schools next week. 
Millions more have been 
pushed to continue to work 
in unsafe environments in 
non-essential industries  
throughout the so-called 
“lockdown”.

Van-Tam said there are 
signs that “people are 
relaxing. Do not wreck this 
now,” he told the public. 

But the people who are 
pushing to relax restrictions 
and who are putting lives 
at risk are the Tories, not 
ordinary people.

We can resist the unsafe 
return say school workers
by SADIE ROBINSON

EASING CORONAVIRUS restric-
tions rapidly will create “another 
surge in hospitalisations and 
deaths”. That’s according to 
Professor John Edmunds from 
the government’s Sage group of 
scientists.

Yet Boris Johnson still wants ten 
million people to return to schools 
and colleges in England on Monday 
of next week. His deadly plan must 
be resisted.

At a London NEU union  meeting 
last week, education workers 
described how they have organised 
to fight back.

Neil from Redbridge said union 
members at his school had voted 
by 85 percent to send a letter to the 
head teacher demanding a phased 
return. “We can win—it’s  winnable,” 
he said.

Jenny from Brent described how 
a group of workers had successfully 
resisted a push to get them in before 
8 March to do preparation work. 
“Even compromises save lives,” she 
said. “It’s about not losing hope.”

Emma f rom Bark ing  and 
Dagenham said workers have won 
a staggered return at her school and 
are now fighting for more. 

Principled
“We might not win, but it’s about 
being principled,” she said. “We 
would be remiss if we didn’t put the 
argument.”

Michael from Redbridge argued, 
“We have to do everything we can to 
win a safe return. Don’t just accept 
that everybody returns on the same 
day. Seventy-one reps have signed a 
letter for a staggered return. 

“It shows the mood. People are 
very worried.”

Amy from Tower Hamlets said 
workers organising meant the union 
was “being listened to in my school”. 

“The head has met with me twice 
this week,” she said. “That would 
never have happened before.”

The union has succeeded in 
making masks compulsory and the 
school will send a reusable mask 
to every student. “People are still 

scared and there are members who 
feel really angry,” Amy added. “But 
now we have won certain health 
and safety measures. It’s about that 
collective power the union group 
now feels it has.”

A statement signed by nine 
unions last month condemned the 
8 March plan. 

The NEU agreed last week to 
 support workers “using collective 
action to seek a staggered reopening”.

It also agreed to use new  checklist 
materials, looking at things such as 
ventilation, to judge whether it’s 
safe to return to schools.

It said workers could use the 
materials “with the threat of indus-
trial action and the potential for use 
of S44 under advice from the union”. 

Section 44 of the Employment 

Rights Act says  workers have 
the right not to work in unsafe 
environments. 

Primary school teachers across 
England cited it when refusing to 
return to schools in January—on 
the advice of the union.

It’s good that the NEU has not 
ruled out using Section 44. Yet 
union leaders had previously said 
falling cases mean this is not the 
right time to use it.

It’s right, and possible, to resist 
to stop more virus deaths. If safety 
demands aren’t met, workers should 
use their power and refuse to return.

A CLEANER prepares a classroom, while the presentation shows a child 
worried about coronavirus (above) Johnson (left) wants unsafe return 

On other pages...
Union leaders’ compromises leave 
workers behind >>Page 15

Thin cladding passed test
A PERSON responsible for testing 
the cladding used on Grenfell 
Tower said he was “not aware” of 
a weakness in the panels.

The Grenfell Tower Inquiry 
into the deaths of 72 people 
heard from the Building Research 
Establishment (BRE) 
last week. It carried out 
testing on the flammable 
insulation that was put 
on Grenfell.

Insulation firm 
Celotex’s product failed 
a test in February 2014. 
Celotex passed a second 
test in May 2014, but by 
using thinner boards to 
strengthen the cladding 
panels. Phil Clark from 

the BRE—who also advised 
Celotex on how to pass—did not 
mention this in his test report.

Witnesses claim they had “no 
doubt” Clark was aware of the 
boards. During cross-examination 
he denied this, despite signing a 

delivery note showing 
the panels were 8mm 
rather than 12mm.

Clark said, “What you 
need to appreciate is 
at any one time I could 
have had seven or eight 
projects I was working 
on.”

“That’s not credible, 
is it, really?” counsel 
for the inquiry Richard 
Millett QC replied. Richard Millett QC

FIGURE IT OUT
 69  local authority 

areas still 
had rising 
coronavirus 
infection rates, 
according to 
Public Health 
England stats 
released last 
week

 0.9  The current 
R number in 
Britain—close 
to a value of 1, 
which would 
show the virus is 
spreading
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System bars 
Shamima 
Begum from 
coming home
The court ruling that Begum can’t 
enter Britain sets a racist precedent 
that anyone’s citizenship can be 
stripped away says Isabel Ringrose 
THE SUPREME Court has ruled 
that Shamima Begum will not 
be allowed to return to Britain 
to fight for her citizenship to be 
reinstated.

It is a cruel decision showing 
the British state’s hostility towards 
Muslims.

The ruling from last Friday was 
unanimous that Begum’s rights 
were not breached when she was 
refused permission to return to 
Britain.

In 2015 then 15 year old Begum, 
along with two friends, left Tower 
Hamlets, east London after being 
groomed online. The secondary 
school students travelled to Syria 
to join Isis.

Then Tory home secretary Sajid 
Javid stripped Begum of her British 
citizenship in 2019 on the grounds 
of “national security”.

Last July the Court of Appeal 
ruled that Begum should be 
allowed back into Britain to appeal 
the decision. But the Home Office 
appealed again on the grounds that 
her return “would create significant 
national security risks”.

Article Six of the Human Rights 
Act protects the right to a fair trial, 
and it is illegal to revoke a national-
ity if it would leave a person state-
less. But racism is at the heart of 
Britain’s immigration system. 

The case is yet another example 
of the Tories’ hostile environment 
and Islamophobia 

Opportunity
It will only give right wingers 
further opportunity to push their 
racism and label all Muslims as the 
enemy within or extremists.

Javid revoked Begum’s citizen-
ship because he argued she was eli-
gible for Bangladeshi citizenship as 
it is the birth country of her parents.

But Shahrial Alam, Bangladesh’s 
minister  of  foreign affairs , 
said, “Bangladesh asserts that 
Ms Shamima Begum is not a 
Bangladeshi citizen.

“There is no question of her being 
allowed to enter into Bangladesh.”

Begum is now stuck in a refugee 

camp in Syria, stateless with no 
legal rights or protection.

For years the Tories have boosted 
the dangerous rhetoric that there is 
a difference between “good” and 
“bad” Muslims.

Good equates to keeping quiet 
and refusing to question Britain’s 
foreign policy or bloody wars that 
have seen the rise of groups such as 
Isis. Otherwise you are the victim of 
racist scapegoating and could risk 
your rights being snatched from 
you.

These divisions fuel Islamophobia 
that is rampant in society, from 
Prevent to deportations.

The Tories are also setting a dan-
gerous precedent for what consti-
tutes being “British” and what mkes 
people worthy of living here.

The Windrush generation, who 
lived and worked in Britain for 
decades after being encouraged to 
come from the Caribbean, were not 
given the right paperwork. It meant 
thousands faced deportation.

But second generation migrants 
such as Begum are also told to go 
back to their parents’ country—
despite holding British citizenship.

Shamima Begum should have 
her citizenship reinstated and be 
allowed to return home. Anti-
racists must fight against all forms 
of Islamophobia and British state 
racism.

It is not immigrants that are the 
problem—it is the racist, warmon-
gering state.

SHAMIMA BEGUM remains stateless due to the racism and cruelty of the British state 

 Big turnout at a conference to 
unite workers in anti-racist fight
OVER 1,000 workers, trade 
unionists and campaigners 
discussed fighting racism and 
inequality in workplaces at a 
conference on Saturday.

The conference, organised 
by Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
and the TUC union federation, 
stressed the importance of 
building links between unions 
and the anti-racist movement.

The opening plenary looked 
at how the coronavirus crisis has 
worsened institutional racism 
and inequality.

TUC race relations committee 
chair Gloria Mills told the 
conference, “The post Covid-19 
recovery can’t go back to what it 
was before. We don’t want to go 
back to normal.

“We must tackle 
disproportionate levels of 
unemployment, inequality, and 
social injustices in society.”

NEU education union joint 
general secretary Kevin Courtney 
explained the importance of 
building against the threat of the 
far right. “You can’t be a decent 
trade unionist unless you an 
anti-racist,” he said.

“The far right is against 

white workers as well as black 
workers. The trade unions are 
central to pushing them back.

“This is why the 20 March 
demonstration matters—we must 
get more workers involved.”

Workshops were held to 
discuss institutional racism, 
the fight against fascism, 
decolonising education, opposing 
the hostile environment and 
justice for refugees.

The session on refugees heard 
from refugee Ethan, who was 
forced into the ex-army barracks 
at Napier, Kent.

He warned that, “Anyone 
can be next. Depending on the 
passport you hold, the language 

you speak, religion you practice 
or colour of your skin you could 
be the next victim.”

Amit Malde, the FBU union 
BAME members’ chair, called for 
resistance to racist scapegoating. 
“When there is a coordinated 
effort from the left we promote 
our interests against those 
pushed from the top,” he said.

The final plenary discussed 
how to build and organise for the 
SUTR day of action on 20 March.

British state racism—from 
killer cops to Islamophobia and 
home secretary Priti Patel calling 
Black Lives Matter a “disgrace”—
was central to the discussion.

CWU union vice president 
Jane Loftus pointed to capitalism 
as the root of inequality and 
racism. “When we’re united, we 
are facing the real enemy”, she 
said. “The working class will not 
pay the price for the pandemic.”

This was echoed by US anti-
racist Elise Bryant. “Race is a 
political construct that the ruling 
class created to divide the workers 
across the world,” she said. “But 
we are the power of the many.”
Read more online at  
bit.ly/SUTRconf2021

Gloria Mills 

BACK STORY
Shamima Begum is not the 
only British citizen to be made 
stateless by the British courts 
lThe Sunday Times reported 
that in 2017 “more than 
150 suspected jihadists and 
criminals have been stripped 
of their citizenship and banned 
from returning to the UK”
lAnother 100 people were 
reported to have suffered the 
same fate in 2018
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to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred

IN BRIEF 
Coronavirus is hitting poor 
and black people hardest
RACE AND class are 
still the main factors 
in the spread of 
Covid-19. 

Recent data from 
the Office for National 
Statistics paints a 
stark picture of how 
the coronavirus is 
increasingly a disease 
of the poor.

It shows that those 
living in more deprived 
and ethnically diverse 
communities are at 
far greater risk of 
infection and death 
than those in the least 
deprived areas.

The disparities 
can easily be seen in 
Birmingham.

In the leafy suburbs 
of Sutton Four Oaks 
over 95 percent 
of over 80s are 
vaccinated and the 
infection rate in mid-
February was 88 per 
100,000 people.

Travel just eight 
miles south to Alum 
Rock and the picture 
is very different 
indeed. 

Here just 61 percent 
of over 80s are 
vaccinated and the 

infection rate jumps 
to 255 per 100,000 
people—almost three 
times higher than 
Sutton Four Oaks.

In Sutton Four 
Oaks just 12 percent 
of the population are 
from a black, Asian 
and minority ethnic 
background. 

But in Alum Rock 
91 percent of the 
population are.

There is a huge 
overlap between 
poverty and race in 
Britain’s inner cities. 
High unemployment 
and low pay are  

endemic, and 
overcrowded housing 
is generally the norm.

As a result, in the 
first nine months of 
the pandemic there 
were almost three 
times as many deaths 
in the poorest  
10 percent of areas 
as there were in the 
richest.

This pattern of 
death means the 
coronavirus can only 
be defeated by radical 
social measures 
that go way beyond 
the vaccination 
programme.

Race and class shapes who suffers most from Covid-19

Anti-racists see off Nazis
by ALAN THOMSON,  
SUTR West Wales

THE DEATHS of two 
black men in South 
Wales prompted Black 
Lives Matter (BLM)  
to call a protest  
in Swansea’s Castle 
Square last  
Saturday.

Moyied Bashir, 
aged 29, died after 
police were called 
to his house on 17 
February. 

And 24 year old 

Mohamud Hassan 
died after he was 
released from police 
custody on 10 
January.

A collection of 
a small group of 
hardcore racists 
called a counter “All 
Lives Matter” demo, 
promising to “turn 
Wales English”.

The ragtag 
collection of about  
30 Nazis turned up 
and for a while it 
looked like they were 
going to outnumber 

the BLM rally.
However as word 

got out on social 
media the  
anti-racist protest 
started to grow and 
soon outnumbered 
the Nazis. 

It was a brilliant 
collection of young, 
vibrant black and 
white anti-racists.

The police turned 
out in numbers and 
did their best to stop 
the BLM supporters 
attending the 
demonstration. 

Mobilise for anti-racism day
UN international 
anti-racism day on 
20 March is a chance 
for activists across 
Britain, and the 
world, to continue to 
build the fight against 
racism.

Stand Up To 
Racism (SUTR) has 
called for a day of 
action to say no to 
racism, Islamophobia, 
antisemitism and 
fascism. 

It will also say that 

refugees are welcome 
here.

Socially distanced 
protests are planned 
in cities across Britain. 
SUTR groups will also 
host rallies online. 

The impact of 
racist populist 
leaders such as 
former US president 
Donald Trump and 
Jair Bolsonaro in 
Brazil have, in part, 
led to the rise of the 
far right globally.  

There is also 
growing systemic 
racism. 

The inequality 
and scapegoating in 
Britain heightened by 
the pandemic need to 
be fought.

Anti-racists must 
build for mass  
action on 20 March 
in their workplaces 
and in anti-racist 
networks.
For details go to  
bit.ly/SUTRforM20
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FIGHT THE BOSSES THAT 
LABOUR PARTY BACKS

 W
HAT’S THE point of 
a Labour Party that 
won’t even back the 
meagre tax rises on 
the rich planned by a 

Tory government?
For the people who look to 

Labour, the idea that it would 
oppose taxing businesses to pay 
for a bosses’ economic crisis 
should be out of the question. 

But that’s what Labour leader 
Keir Starmer and his shadow 
chancellor Anneliese Dodds 
looked set to do on Wednesday of 
this week.

Tory chancellor Rishi Sunak 
was expected to raise corporation 
tax—a tax on profits—in his 
Spring budget, announced after 
Socialist Worker went to press.

Yet Labour spent more than a 
week ahead of the budget insisting 
they would oppose it.

Starmer insisted that “now 
is not the time” to raise taxes 
on the rich. Dodds branded it 
“economically illiterate”.

“It is hard to find a serious 
economist who believes that 
immediate tax rises would achieve 
anything other than damaging 
Britain’s recovery,” she said.

The economists who advised 
Labour’s last shadow chancellor, 

the left wing John McDonnell, say 
different. So when Dodds talks 
about “serious” economists she 
means ones who agree that society 
has to be run in the interests of 
bosses and big business.

Starmer’s supporters say calling 
for taxes on business is the same 
as demanding austerity.

Yet the difference between 
taxing the rich and making cuts 
is in who pays for the bosses’ 
economic crises—the rich, or 
ordinary people.

Labour wants to fudge the 
question by pretending the two 
are the same. But eventually it has 
to take a side—and Starmer is 
desperate to show he’s chosen the 
side of the bosses.

When Starmer says raising 
corporation tax would “choke off” 
recovery from an economic crisis, 
he means bosses would react by 
moving to punish ordinary people.

Rather than lose a penny of 
their profits, they’ll threaten 
to hoard their cash and stop 
spending. 

Or they’ll make their workers 
pay the price of the increase by 
cutting jobs and pay.

For Labour, promising 
to manage the economy 
“responsibly” means not doing a 
thing to upset the bosses.

That’s at the core of what the 
Labour Party is about. It doesn’t 
want to take the bosses on—it 
wants their backing to be allowed 
to run a government.

Some left wing Labour MPs 
demanded that Starmer backs 
the corporation tax hike. Richard 
Burgon said Labour “needs to 
be much bolder in offering an 
alternative”.

But that alternative needs a plan 
to defy the bosses’ blackmail. It 
means fighting them with protests, 
occupations and—crucially—
strikes when they come for jobs 
and pay.

Labour won’t do that—so we 
need to do it ourselves.

FIRMS CAUSE CLIMATE CHAOS 
 A THIRD OF Britain’s top 

companies produce carbon 
dioxide emissions at a rate 

that is accelerating global warming 
and adding to the climate crisis. 

These were the findings from 
Arabesque—a company that 
provides climate and sustainability 
advice to big business. 

Their report found that 31 
members of the FTSE 100 index 
were emitting carbon dioxide that 
could raise temperatures by 2.7 
degrees by 2050. 

Unsurprisingly, some of the 

worst offenders include oil giants 
BP and Royal Dutch Shell. 

The temperature rises would 
surpass the target agreed by world 
leaders at the 2015 Paris Climate 
Accords to keep rises under 
2 degrees. 

But this target is not enough. 
And almost nothing has been done 
to stop corporations’ continuing 
destruction of the planet. 

The Cop26 climate talks 
in November will be another 
forum for leaders to discuss 
how emissions could be cut. Any 

solution that refuses to address 
the role of big businesses in the 
climate crisis is worthless. 

But the ruling class refuses 
to break from the fossil fuel 
industry—which includes some of 
the biggest polluters. 

We can’t rely on our rulers to 
tackle climate change.

A few corporations are 
throwing us deeper and deeper 
into climate crisis. We need to put 
the blame at their door and break 
from the system that is leading us 
to disaster. 

Labour doesn’t 
want to take the 
bosses on—it 
wants their 
backing

‘‘ 
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ANALYSIS 
SIMON BASKETTER

Facebook v Australia 
was a terrible match
THE AUSTRALIAN government argued that Facebook 
made money from the news stories shared on its 
platform. So it proposed a law that would force Facebook 
to pay the Australian publishers who create them. 

Facebook responded by unilaterally banning Australian 
news stories.

Its bans are always a bit haphazard. The ban on news 
blocked the pages and posts of non-news organisations. These 
included the Facebook pages for coronavirus vaccination 
information, the Australian Bureau of Meteorology and 
Facebook’s own Facebook page.

What is remarkable is that, in response to this 
straightforward bit of corporate blackmail, it took less than a 
week for Australia to backtrack. 

Facebook can now offer different publishers whatever amount 
it wants, including nothing at all, without risk of penalty. 

Facebook gloated, “We have come to an agreement that 
will allow us to support the publishers we choose to. Going 
forward, the government has clarified we will retain the 
ability to decide if news appears on Facebook so that we won’t 
automatically be subject to a forced negotiation.”

On the same day that Facebook launched its ban, Google 
announced a multi-year deal with Rupert Murdoch’s News 
Corp. It owns around 65 percent of print newspaper readership 
in Australia and is a controlling shareholder in various media 
outlets in the country.

Partially the different strategy is down to news being 
more important to Google than Facebook. Partially it was 
because the Australian government is already under News 
Corp influence. There are different ways of bribing—or, as 
politicians like to put it, lobbying—for influence.

The payment for publishers isn’t the issue. Facebook and 
Google don’t mind spending money if it increases the power to 
make more money. 

Information
Keeping their main advantage as platforms is vital. They 
aggregate huge amounts of free information and profit from 
the ways they can organise, distribute, and sell our own 
information back to us.

If there were a law that said Google has to pay for information 
in its search index the thing that makes them work as a capitalist 
interest is at risk. It would be the same if Facebook had to pay to 
have some kinds of information in its News Feed.

As Google’s Melanie Silva said, “The concept of paying a 
very small group of website or content creators for appearing 
purely in our organic search results sets a dangerous precedent 
for us that presents unmanageable risk from a product and 
business-model point of view.”

It is worth noting that the news publishers after the cash in 
Australia are the normal unpleasant corporate media. If the law 
was passed here the main beneficiary would have been the Daily 
Mail. And governments aren’t the good guys in these battles.

The Indian government has announced new rules to 
regulate social media. The rules are to be brought after Twitter 
ignored orders to drop content on farmers’ protests against the 
government. There is a suitable period for some lobbying to 
take place. 

Facebook and Google are both perfectly willing to throw 
money at publishers to hold back regulations. 

First they gave grants. Google started the Digital News 
Initiative and Facebook had the Journalism Project. Then 
Facebook started making deals with publishers for their stories 
to appear in a separate tab, a new Facebook News Tab, curated 
by Facebook editors. 

Google has made deals in a number of countries that are 
about to legislate in similar ways to Australia to do the same 
thing.

Search ads make the largest contribution to Google’s profit, 
but the company doesn’t say how much of that comes from news-
related clicks. One study estimated that Google made £4 billion 
worldwide from digital advertising on news searches in 2018. 

Facebook claims, “The business gain from news is minimal.” 
The firm said that news accounts for less than 4 percent of the 
content on Facebook users’ feeds. The company had a revenue 
of £60 billion in 2020. 

The battle over information and who profits has many bad 
actors and little likelihood of a happy ending coming from any 
of the sides.

FORMER SCOTTISH first minister Alex Salmond accused Nicola Sturgeon of breaking the ministerial code

 Criticise Sturgeon but reject  
 support for Alex Salmond
by CHARLIE KIMBER

A DEEP rift is tearing apart 
the top of the Scottish 
National Party (SNP). 

Scottish first minister 
Nicola Sturgeon was set to 
give evidence to a parliamen-
tary inquiry this week.

Last week previous first 
minister Alex Salmond used 
his appearance before the 
same committee to make 
far-reaching accusations 
against the SNP hierarchy.

Sa lmond  domina ted 
Scottish nationalist  politics 
for decades.

And he was at the head 
of the Yes campaign in the 
2014 independence referen-
dum. When No won the vote 
he resigned and Sturgeon 
became first minister.

In 2019, Salmond was 
charged with 14 offences 
against ten women. The 
charges were one attempted 
rape, one attempt to rape, ten 
sexual assaults, and two inde-
cent assaults.

At a trial a jury found 
Salmond not guilty of all 
charges except one, on which 
they delivered a verdict of 
“not proven”.

The women who made the 
complaints issued a  statement 
saying they were  “devastated” 
by the judgement.

They said, “We want to 
send a strong and indis-
putable message that such 
behaviours should not be 
tolerated—by any person, 

in any position, under any 
circumstances.”

Salmond admitted in his 
own evidence at the trial that 
he should have been “more 
careful with people’s  personal 
space”.

Following his acquittal, 
Salmond has made a series of 
accusations that he was set up 
by his political enemies.

The Scottish parliament 
is holding an inquiry into 
Sturgeon’s government’s 
 handling of complaints 
against Salmond.

In a statement to the 
inquiry Salmond accused 

Peter Murrell, SNP chief 
executive and Sturgeon’s 
 husband,  of  t ry ing to 
 “persuade staff and ex-staff 
members to submit police 
complaints” against him.

Salmond has also accused 
Sturgeon of breaking the 
ministerial code by mislead-
ing parliament about the 
meetings between them in 
April 2018, which Sturgeon 
has denied.

All accused by Salmond 
have denied his claims. 

A substantial number of 
independence supporters are 
frustrated and angered by 
Sturgeon’s unwillingness to 
confront the British state over 
a second referendum.

It ’s right to criticise 
Sturgeon. But too many of 
her critics have unhesitatingly 
rushed to support Salmond’s 
claims and ignore what has 
been revealed about him.

Supporters of Salmond 
are generally ferocious oppo-
nents of the Scottish govern-
ment taking up issues such 
as trans rights. They see this 
as a diversion from the unity 
needed to win independence.

But if Scottish independ-
ence is to mean anything it 
must include a war against 
all forms of oppression, 
including women’s and trans 
oppression.

Socialists should insist 
that it is possible to recognise 
the Scottish government has 
not told the full truth about 
its actions—and reject any 
 support for Salmond.

SNP has no answers
FOR NOW opinion 
polls for the Scottish 
parliament elections in 
May still put the SNP 
comfortably ahead. Most 
SNP supporters seem 
to still back Sturgeon.

But in any case, the 
politics of both Salmond 
and Sturgeon are 
completely inadequate. 

Whoever inherits what 
is likely to be an SNP 
victory will not have a 
credible plan to take 
on Boris Johnson.

Meanwhile, the 
Tories are celebrating 
a chance to undermine 
and weaken the 
independence movement.

That can be challenged 
only by a militant mass 
movement that is not 
constrained by the 
politics of either Salmond 
or Sturgeon. This is the 
task when the Scottish 
independence movement 
returns to the streets.

It is also a key 
question for the new Now 
Scotland organisation.

SNP’s Peter Murrell—under fire
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Win for right in Scottish 
Labour leadership battle 
by NICK CLARK

ANAS SARWAR was elected to 
lead the Scottish Labour Party 
last Saturday. His win is a boost 
for Keir Starmer—but promises 
further disaster for Labour in 
Scotland.

Sarwar’s win is more evidence 
of the rout of the left in the party. 
He beat the left’s candidate Monica 
Lennon, with 57.56 percent of the 
total votes cast. 

It also shows that Scottish 
Labour’s few remaining members 
are opposed to a second referendum 
on Scottish independence.

The question of whether to back 
a second independence referendum 
was the central dividing line in the 
leadership contest. 

And Scottish Labour’s refusal to 
back independence is at the heart 
of its deep, prolonged crisis.

Labour’s support in Scotland 
collapsed after the Scottish 
Independence referendum of 2014.

Working class people saw 
independence as an opportunity to 
break from the austerity and poverty 
of Westminster governments’ rule.

But Scottish Labour put the unity 
of the British state first, and lined 
up with the Tories in a right wing 
campaign against independence.

In a long arc beginning with 
revulsion against Tony Blair and 
the Iraq war, it has gone from 
being a dominant party in Scottish 
politics to now having only one 
Westminster MP.

Sarwar’s election comes as 
 support for a second referendum is 
growing in Scotland.

In the campaign, Lennon said 
Labour should support a second 
referendum, but only support more 
devolved powers for the Scottish 
government rather than independ-
ence. Sarwar opposed a second 
 referendum outright.

Independence
The right will say his victory shows 
Labour supporters oppose inde-
pendence—and proves that Labour 
shouldn’t back it.

In Labour leadership elections, 
m e m b e r s  a n d  “ a f f i l i a t e d 
s u p p o r t e r s ” — m o s t l y  t r a d e 
unionists—vote separately. 

Lennon won very marginally 
among affiliated supporters, with 
50.64 percent.

But Sarwar won overwhelmingly 
among Scottish Labour members, 
with 61.21 percent over Lennon’s 
38.75 percent.

Yet the size of Scottish Labour’s 
membership is shrinking drastically. 
Figures leaked earlier this month 
showed it has just 16,467 members. 
That’s down from 25,836 in 2018 
and 35,309 when previous leader 
Richard Leonard was elected in 
2017.

Leonard was seen as a left wing 
leader, but also refused to back 
independence. As a result, Jeremy 
Corbyn’s leadership didn’t see 
Labour’s membership in Scotland 
get the massive growth that it did 
in the rest of Britain.

In his victory speech, Sarwar had 
to admit that Scottish Labour “has a 
lot of work to do to win back”  support. 
“You haven’t had the Scottish Labour 
Party you deserve,” he said.

Yet he insisted on Labour’s refusal 
to back a second referendum. He 
promised to focus on “what unites 
our country, not what divides us”.

The right backed Sarwar over 
Lennon because he represents a 
return to the old politics.

Sarwar promises a Scottish 
Labour Party aligned to the British 
state and the status quo.

On other pages...
Sunak’s budget will bring cuts and 
poverty >>Pages 10&11

ANAS SARWAR’S election as Scottish Labour leader is a gift to the SNP 

Left blocked in Liverpool
LABOUR COUNCILLORS in 
Liverpool are up in arms after 
national party bureaucrats 
blocked all of their shortlisted 
candidates from standing in an 
upcoming mayoral election.

Some of the Labour left 
saw it as an attempt to stop 
their candidate, Anna Rothery, 
from becoming mayor. 

But the move united 
all of Labour’s Liverpool 
councillors in anger.

Yet an attempt by right 
wing Labour councillors 
to abolish the position 
of mayor in response 
was voted down.

The left said doing this 
would make it easier for 
the right to install one of 

their own as council leader. 
Instead they are putting 

their hopes in a legal 
challenge by Rothery—a 
move not likely to win.

The most effective way 
for Labour councillors 
to hit back would be to 
resign the whip and run the 

Starmer 
backs war 
and nukes
THE LABOUR Party has 
promised generals it backs 
spending more on the military, 
nuclear weapons, Britain’s arms 
industry and the Nato military 
alliance.

In a speech last Friday, 
Labour’s shadow defence 
secretary John Healey said the 
party’s commitment to Nato is 
“unshakeable” and support for 
nukes “non-negotiable.”

It was the latest move by 
Labour leader Keir Starmer to 
show the party has buried the 
left wing politics of previous 
leader Jeremy Corbyn.

Healey pitched the speech 
partly as an attempt to win back 
votes. 

Starmer and his allies believe 
that Labour lost the general 
election 2019 because it was too 
left wing—and that Corbyn’s 
opposition to war and nuclear 
weapons were unpopular.

In a swipe at Corbyn, Healey 
said he wanted to “restate 
Labour’s core principles on 
national defence and security”. 

He said it was “so that 
voters, service personnel and 
the defence industry can see 
where we, the new leadership 
of the Labour Party, are coming 
from.”

But the speech—given to the 
RUSI military think tank—was 
also designed to reassure top 
generals and security officials.

Healey promised them that 
Labour would support increased 
spending on the military—
including building four new 
nuclear submarines. 

He also hinted at more 
resources demanded by security 
services for use against Russia 
and China.

And Healey said he wanted 
to bolster Britain’s standing as a 
military power in Europe, as a 
counterpart to the US.

The speech came after 
Starmer promised bosses a 
Labour government wouldn’t 
“spend money we can’t afford.” 

But as Healey promised, 
Labour is happy to spend money 
on weapons and war.

Keir Starmer

Anna Rothery
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Protesters 
and strikers 
murdered 
by police in 
Myanmar
by YURI PRASAD

MYANMAR IS in the grip of 
fierce fighting between the ruling 
army regime and pro-democracy 
campaigners.

Videos and pictures posted online 
last weekend show  protesters 
making makeshift barricades as 
police fire volley after volley of tear 
gas and bullets.

Amid clouds of smoke, groups 
of young people try desperately to 
reach those injured or killed to drag 
them out of the firing zone. 

They throw back canisters that 
hit their defences—and anything 
else that came to hand.

In the biggest single-day death 
toll among protesters at least 18 
people were killed and 30 injured 
by armed forces in the country’s 
biggest city, Yangon, and the small 
southern city of Dawei.

Police fired tear gas and water 
cannons as well as live rounds. 

The attacks are part of a 
 crackdown on the movement 
demanding democracy after a coup 
in early February led the military 
back into power.

Murderous
Myanmar’s murderous rulers took to 
state television during the  fighting 
to announce that almost all trade 
unions are now banned.

The order came in the wake of a 
hugely successful general strike last 
week. Millions of people downed 
tools or walked out of offices to 
bring the country to a standstill.

Banking and civil service workers 
brought parts of the financial sector 
to a standstill. 

And oil and gas workers followed 
the lead of overwhelmingly women 
garment workers and took to the 
streets.

Health workers too have been in 
the frontline of protests and are now 
being targeted by the regime, with 
even senior doctors being sacked by 
their hospitals.

Now many of the strike leaders 
are on the run. Ma Moe Sandar 
Myint, head of the Federation of 
General Workers Myanmar, is in 

hiding. The authorities tried to 
arrest her for leading thousands of 
workers in protest. 

A garment factory trade union 
leader in the Hlaingthaya Township 
area of Yangon said factory work-
ers are playing cat and mouse as the 
police search for them. 

She said the workers sleep in dif-
ferent places at night and protest 
every day.

The resilience of the protest-
ers is all the more incredible given 
the army’s record of massacring 
those who opposed its rule in the 
 movements of 1988 and 2007.

But if the movement is not to be 
crushed it must now fight to regain 
the initiative from the military. 

Indefinite
A new, indefinite general strike 
could paralyse the entire econ-
omy and put the generals under 
increased pressure.

Until now, the democracy 
 protesters have—with the past in 
mind—been determined to keep the 
struggle peaceful.

The movement must find ways to 
defend itself from the most hideous 
violence of the state. 

Otherwise people will be driven 
from the streets and the army could 
well remain in power.

On other pages...
Manchester buses on all-out strike 
>>Page 20

BACK STORY
A military coup in Myanmar has 
led to mass protests and strikes 
demanding democracy

lThe military’s reputation for 
putting down movements is a 
bloody one

lThe military killed at least 
18 people in a single day last 
weekend. but the fights on

lMass strikes have the power to 
stop the military for good

UNITED STATES

President Joe Biden offers no  
change on immigration or wars
US PRESIDENT Joe Biden has 
already shattered any hope 
that he will move away from 
imperialism and racism.

While talking about new 
negotiations with Iran, he 
bombed groups that are aligned 
with the country.

On Thursday of last week 
he directed airstrikes towards 
assets of “Iranian-backed militant 
groups in eastern Syria,” killing 
22 people. 

Pentagon spokesperson 
John Kirby told the media that, 
“The message is clear and 
unambiguous. We’re going to 
protect our national interests in 
the region.”

Biden did declassify a report 
that finds the murder of Saudi 
Arabian journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi in 2018 was approved 
by Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman. 

Yet Biden’s administration said 
it wouldn’t sanction him.

US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said that Biden wants 
to “recalibrate, not rupture” 
the US and Saudi Arabia’s close 
relationship.

It showed that—just like 
Donald Trump—Biden will prop 
up the US’s dominance in the 
Middle East with violence and the 

support of repressive regimes.
At the same time, Biden has 

also continued with attacks on 
immigrants.

A detention centre specifically 
for migrant children in Carrizo 
Springs, Texas was quietly 
reopened last month. 

The facility holds up to 700 
unaccompanied children from 
the ages 13 to 17 who have 
travelled across the US border 
with Mexico. 

Rosey Abuabar is a community 
activist in San Antonio who was 
arrested protesting against the 
camp in 2019.

“I don’t have any hope that 
Biden is going to make it better,” 
she said. 

Children
Since the start of the year US 
border patrol has reportedly 
already apprehended around 
5,800 unaccompanied children. 

Biden insisted that the 
facility in Texas would only be a 
“temporary measure”. 

And he has tried to claim 
that the children are being held 
to keep them safe during the 
pandemic. 

But Linda Brandmiller, a San 
Antonio-based immigration 
lawyer who represents 

unaccompanied minors, said 
the detention of children is 
“unnecessary, it’s costly, and 
it goes absolutely against 
everything Joe Biden promised 
he was going to do.” 

She added, “It’s a huge step 
backward.” Meanwhile former 
president Trump made his first 
public appearance since Biden’s 
inauguration. 

He spoke at the Conservative 
Political Action Conference—and 
insisted that he isn’t going away.

“The incredible journey we 
began together four years ago is 
far from over,” he said.

Trump said he will seek to 
remain dominant inside the 
Republican Party, and repeated 
his false claims that he lost 
November’s election because of 
electoral fraud.

He hinted at another run in 
2024, saying, “Actually you know 
they just lost the White House. 
But who knows? I may even 
decide to beat them a third time.”

Trump also pledged, “We will 
fight the onslaught of radicalism, 
socialism.”

Anti-racists and socialists 
must organise to fight against 
Biden’s plans and the threat of 
Trumpism.
Sophie Squire

PROTESTERS IN Myanmar defend themselves from attack
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 Stop attacking environmental activists
PEACEFUL protesters say 
they have been violently 
assaulted by bailiffs and 
HS2 security as they 
attempt to save our 
nature and environment. 

This week at Poors 
Piece in Buckinghamshire 
one protester suffered a 
broken nose from what 
they said was unprovoked 
repeated kicking. 

Another protester, in 
a treehouse, suffered a 
spinal injury. They said 
their head and neck 
were stamped on by HS2 
bailiffs.

The police made a deal 
to call emergency services 
and let paramedics treat 
the protester, who was at 

risk of being paralysed. 
But only if the other 
protesters came out of 
trees.

The police are not here 
to protect us, they are 
here to protect profit. HS2 
is already accelerating 

climate change. The 
project is emitting over 
11 million tons of CO2 
and destroying more 
trees than any scheme in 
Britain’s history.

Estimated costs for HS2 
are already £106 billion, 
and it won’t be completed 
until 2040. 

This destruction will 
do nothing to benefit 
ordinary working people. 
It only serves to create 
more wealth for a tiny 
rich minority. 

HS2 represents so 
much of this corrupt 
system that we’re fighting 
to change.

Izzy Smitheman 
Manchester
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What about 
the climate?
KEIR STARMER’S big 
vision statement included 
no promises whatsoever 
on climate change. I 
guess he thinks the 
environmental movement 
was just a moment too.

Aria Davis
Stockport

Tory plans are 
dangerous 
BORIS JOHNSON is 
putting profit before lives 
in his new Covid-19 plan. 

His justification is 
“there is no credible 
route to a zero Covid 
Britain or indeed a zero 
Covid world”. This is a 
lie. An initial study by 
the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine suggests that 
full reopening of schools 
could put the re-infection 
rate above one.

Socialists should say 
non-essential industries 
should shut and the 
furlough scheme should 
continue until the end of 
this crisis.

Chris Fuller York 
Kim Hunter Scarborough

Resist return 
to schools
MY granddaughter’s 
Liverpool junior school 
has stayed open 
throughout this lockdown. 

Teachers can become 
very ill with Covid-19. 
Even with smaller classes 
it was impossible to 
keep the pupils, staff and 
community safe.

Education staff should 
launch a campaign to 
encourage parents to 
keep children off until it’s 
safe to return. 

John Carr 
Facebook 

Sanders and 
the pay rise
THERE WAS a good 
letter in last week’s 
paper about Joe Biden 
dropping promises to 
raise the minimum wage 
immediately in the US. 

But it didn’t point out 
that a self-described 
socialist, Bernie Sanders, 
also opposed a rise now. 

Harriet Lane 
Swansea 

Thank you 
Socialist Worker 
I HAVE been reading 
Socialist Worker on my 
phone quite often. It’s 
been great and has kept 
me going. 

AH
Birmingham

What about 

Just a 
thought...

A protester

Biden is 
keen for war
US PRESIDENT Joe Biden 
has worked tirelessly during 
his first weeks in office to 
return the US to “business 
as usual”. This has included 
reasserting US imperial 
interests in the Asia Pacific 
region. 

Beneath his incoherence, 
Biden’s predecessor Donald 
Trump pursued an 
isolationist policy towards 
China. Trump famously 
withdrew from the Obama-
era Trans-Pacific Partnership 
and enforced trade 
restrictions in an attempt to 
curb China’s economic 
power. 

Today Biden couches his 
foreign policy on China in 
terms of human rights and 
global responsibility. 

The appalling abuses the 
Chinese regime is carrying 
out in prison camps filled 
with Uighur Muslims, of 
course, must be condemned. 

But it is hard to take 
Biden’s human rights 
agenda seriously when he 
continues to lock migrant 
children in cages at the 
US-Mexico border. 

Biden and the military 
elite on both sides of the US 
political establishment don’t 
care about Chinese 
censorship, Uighur Muslims, 
or the Hong Kong 
democracy protesters. 

They care about asserting 
the US’s economic and 
military hegemony in 
Asia. 

This is why Biden’s 
administration—with a 
cabinet stacked full of 
certified warmongers— has 
already sent military ships 
into the South China Sea. 

And it’s why he has 
launched a Pentagon task 
force to review the US’s 
military position in the 
Pacific. 

Clare Lemlich 
Los Angeles, US 

More diverse bosses 
won’t lead to equality
THE INVESTMENT 
Association Plan issued 
warnings to over 300 firms, 
that do not disclose the 
diversity of their boards or 
address the issue. 

They hope that these 
firms will hire at least 
one director from black or 
Asian backgrounds.

At a first glance this 
appears to be a progressive 
move to ensure that board 
members are more 
reflective of the society we 
live in.

But meeting a quota of 
ethnic minorities at the 
board level does not 

address the structural 
inequalities which cause 
lack of diversity. 

And it doesn’t address 
how black and Asian 
people are almost always 
paid less.

These are central issues 
for workers.

We should be wary of 
calls to diversify the faces 
of those at the top of 
society. 

Appointing more black 
chief executives or women 
board members is no route 
to liberation.

Suhella Ahmed 
South London

Keir Starmer is showing his 
right wing agenda in Liverpool
THE SCRAPPING of the Labour 
Party list of candidates for the 
Liverpool mayoral election by Keir 
Starmer has caused outrage in the 
city and nationally. 

The candidates, Anna Rothery, 
Wendy Simon and Ann O’Byrne 
were all from the left and have 
spoken up for working class 
communities. They also all support 
trade union rights. 

All are committed to 
democratising local government 
and improving the accountability of 
those elected to office in Liverpool 
city council.

On 17 February the three were 
interviewed by senior national 
party officers.

Six days later—with no 
explanation— ach were told that 
they could not run for the office of 

mayor for the Labour Party.
It is clear that the Labour party 

led by Keir Starmer is attempting a 
purge of the left. But this should 
not be seen as only a Labour Party 
affair. 

Thousands of community 
activists and trade unionists, both 
inside and outside of the Labour 
Party, have an interest in this issue 
and its outcome.

Activists for Palestinian rights, 
Black Lives Matter and trade 
unionists in Liverpool need political 
leaders who are prepared to speak 
out against Labours’ march to the 
right. 

Campaigners against austerity 
and climate change need 
representatives who are prepared 
to stand up to the interests of big 
business. Starmer’s attack on the 

Liverpool mayoral candidates is 
shameful. 

Labour should be taking the fight 
to the Tories on all of these issues 
and more. 

Instead, by attacking the left 
Starmer is doing the Tories’ dirty 
work for them.

We have suffered a decade of 
austerity. The dreadful effects of 
the coronavirus crisis on the health, 
lives and livelihoods of working 
class people and communities. 
Starmer’s right-wing agenda is not 
what Liverpool needs. 

We call on the Labour NEC to 
restore the three candidates on the 
original Labour list for the office of 
mayor.

Our message to Starmer is “let 
Liverpool decide”.

Liverpool Socialist Workers Party
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 WE’RE
 STILL SUNK 
AFTER 
SUNAK’S
 BUDGET
Chancellor Rishi Sunak was to announce the Spring 
Budget 2021 on Wednesday. Sadie Robinson explores 
the realities of poverty in Tory Britain, and how 
working people will be made to pay for the virus crisis

COLLECTING food 
packages from a food 
bank in Malden, south 
London. Some 3 million 
people are going 
hungry in Britain during 
lockdown

Life for the wealthy 
elite has never been 
better—a world of 
superyachts (right) and 
butlers (below)

‘I’ve been suicidal, thinking 
how am I going to eat?’
 FOR THE first time in decades, 
infant mortality is rising in Britain. 
For every 1 percent rise in child 
poverty, there are an extra 5.8 
infant deaths per 100,000 live 
births.

And around a third of the rises in 
infant mortality between 2014 and 
2017 “can be attributed to rising 
child poverty”.

That’s the message from a new 
report from a cross-party group 
of MPs into the impact of the Tory 
Welfare Reform and Work Act 2016.

Ten years of austerity created 
“rampant levels of poverty 
particularly affecting children and 
disabled people” even before the 
pandemic.

Benefit claimants have lost “self-
esteem and confidence” with some 
feeling “worthless”.

And Britain “is one of a few 
advanced economies where life 
expectancy has flatlined since 2018, 
with poor areas seeing a decline”.

Aurora, a widowed parent of two 
children, told the report how cuts 
have affected her. “We can no longer 
afford the essentials to ensure even a 
basic standard of living,” she said.

“After rent and deductions are 
paid there is nothing left. I do not 
feel supported and I feel ignored.”

Dysfunctional
Universal Credit claimants described 
a “hostile, dysfunctional, uncaring 
system”. One claimant said his 
partner was “in and out of hospital 
with his depression, self-harming 
and that”.

He said, “It was just horrible. He 
was like, we’ve got no money, what’s 
the point, I can’t go out, can’t see 
people, can’t even eat properly.”

Another claimant said, “I’ve been 
suicidal, that’s how bad it’s been. 
Just desperately thinking, ‘How am I 
going to eat?’” 
Read the full report at  
bit.ly/InequalityReport2021

Work not a route out of poverty
SPENDING ON social security for 
working age people will have fallen 
by a massive £34 billion since 2010 by 
next year, according to the Resolution 
Foundation. 

The Tories hail their system for 
“encouraging” people to work. Yet the 
MPs’ report explained how the system 
puts barriers in the way of work.

Cuts to disability benefits harm 
claimants’ health, and many said this 
delayed their return to work. The “poor 
quality” support for disabled people is 
“largely ineffective” in helping them 
find work.

Neither is work a “route out of 
poverty”. Some six in ten people 
in poverty now live in a working 
household. Child poverty has risen 
since 2010 due to “reductions in state 
support”.

The report heard that child poverty 
would continue to rise “without a 
supporting welfare structure”.

A “levelling off of life expectancy, 
no improvement at all in mental 
health and a rise in child poverty” 
have accompanied large rises in 
employment.

And “most jobs accessed by people 
who may alternatively be unemployed 
are short term and badly paid”.

“The bottom of the labour market 
is helping to keep people out of 
unemployment, but not out of 
poverty,” said one submission to the 
report. “A minority of people find 
accessing benefits so difficult that they 
turn to family and friends for support.

“But as family members are likely to 
be poorly-off themselves, the poor are 
sustaining the desperate.”

Can’t live on Universal Credit
THE NUMBER of families with 
children claiming Universal Credit 
(UC) has shot up by 51 percent since 
the start of the pandemic. 

Over 620,000 families with 
children have started claiming the 
benefit since the pandemic began, 
according to the Save the Children 
charity. Some 1.8 million families 
with children rely on UC.

In a report last week the charity 
said many “will be forced to rely on 
foodbanks or run up debts” if the 
£20 weekly uplift to UC is cut.

And Becca Lyon from the 
charity said a six-month extension 
“just won’t cut it” because soon 
“hundreds of thousands of people 
will lose their jobs”.

Two thirds of the families now 
receiving UC are single parent 
families, and around 90 percent of 
single parents are women.

Single parent Rebecca said UC 
“just isn’t enough to live off”. And if 
the £20 uplift goes, she would have 
to rely on food parcels.

“I’m already panicking about 
buying food,” she said. “We’re 
scraping around, and if anything we 
need more money. If they took away 
the £20 I wouldn’t be able to buy 
enough food.”

Single parent Aneita said the £20 
“means we can have two or three 
decent healthy meals a day and not 
just one because we have to make 
the food stretch”.

“It gives you a little bit of leeway,” 
she said. “A little bit of dignity.”

There’s no crisis 
for the rich
LONDON NOW has the highest 
concentration of “dollar millionaires” 
in the world. Nearly 875,000 people 
in London have assets worth over 
£720,000, according to property 
consultants’ Knight Frank’s annual 
study of the wealth of the rich.

Meanwhile, over a quarter of 
people living in London are officially 
in poverty.

The Knight Frank report showed 
that the rich have got richer during 
the pandemic. More than 6,000 
people became ultra-high net worth 
individuals, who have assets over 
£21.3 million, last year.

A 1 percent tax for five years on 
anyone with more than £500,000 
in assets could raise £260 billion—
enough to fund the NHS for a year.

T
HE TORIES are preparing to 
plunge many more working 
class people into poverty 
and despair. Chancellor 
Rishi Sunak is under pres-
sure to keep measures that 

support ordinary people in this week’s 
budget.

But any extra help will be tempo-
rary. What Sunak really wants is “fiscal 
responsibility”—cuts.

The budget follows a year of misery as 
joblessness and poverty soared.

Unemployment reached 5.1 percent 
in the three months to December—the 
highest figure for five years. In January 
2.6 million people were either  claiming 
Jobseeker’s Allowance or Universal 
Credit (UC) because they were  looking 
for work. The figure last March was 
1.4 million.

More than a third of all claims ever 
made for UC have been made during the 
pandemic. And things will get worse, 
with unemployment expected to peak 
later this year. 

But for all the talk of support for 
workers, many have been abandoned—
and are furious.

Nicky had a job offer withdrawn as 
the virus hit last year. She said she has 
been “fortunate” to have been working 
for the past few months, but more uncer-
tainty lies ahead.

“My contract is coming to an end 
soon,” Nicky told Socialist Worker. “I am 

already suffering anxiety and insomnia 
about the worry of finding another job.

“I used what little savings I had to keep 
afloat when my Jobseeker’s Allowance 
ran out. I now face having no income 
again and that is hugely stressful.”

Anna, a self-employed potter, was 
pushed onto UC after losing work during 
lockdowns. She’d been left with £8 a 
month after rent to pay her bills and 
feed herself and three children.

Destroyed
“The government has failed me mas-
sively,” Anna told Socialist Worker. “My 
business has been almost destroyed and 
I have had to sell half of my equipment 
to survive.

“I’m so cross with this government 
and its ineffectual ministers, whose 

main agenda appears to be looking after 
their mates. Things could have been so 
different.”

Anna said she is “grateful” for being 
able to claim a grant from her coun-
cil. “But it does not even begin to cover 
money lost through being shut down,” 
she said.

Nicky said it’s harder to find work 
because so many people are looking for 
jobs, and wages have dropped too. “The 
government completely ignored people 
like me who have fallen through the 
cracks,” she said.

Stress, depression and anxiety has 
soared along with unemployment and 
poverty. “Many people’s mental health 
has been pushed to the edge,” said 
Anna. “Some have taken their own lives 
because they see no other way.”

Nicky said her mental health “is at an 
all-time low”. “I have got to the point 
where it all feels too much,” she said. 
“There are so many of us who were and 
still will be excluded if the government 
doesn’t listen.”

Anna and Nicky want Sunak to “do 
the right thing” and bring in measures 
to support everyone who has lost out 
during the pandemic. Disgracefully, the 
Tories will make many people’s lives 
even worse.

Sunak plans a new round of  austerity 
once the worst of the virus crisis has 
passed. It follows rising government bor-
rowing and spending to try and protect 

the system during the pandemic.
“Sunak will use his budget to signal 

that the borrowing binge cannot last 
forever,” reported the Financial Times 
newspaper last week. And one Tory 
warned, “There is a bill to be paid for 
all this spending.”

They say austerity and cuts are 
needed to “balance the books”. But the 
last round of austerity didn’t see the gov-
ernment pay off its debts or get the defi-
cit down. 

Instead it was an excuse to shift 
wealth from the poorest to the richest. 
Working class people paid the price of 
bailing out banks and businesses.

It’s not true that states can’t borrow to 
spend, or get into debt.

The government has spent around 
£280 billion during the pandemic to 
“support the economy”. This includes 
the furlough scheme, which pays bosses 
part of workers’ wages to stave off job 
losses.

But this isn’t a case of the Tories being 
nice to workers. Sunak wanted to help 
bosses by protecting their businesses 
from collapse.

He may increase the corporation tax 
on profits in the budget. But this follows 
years of cuts to the tax. And bosses will 
still be paying one of the lowest rates in 
the world.

The government will be looking to 
line the pockets of the wealthy by cut-
ting where they can. But it may also 

want to keep new voters on side.
For now, the Tories think that some 

extra temporary spending is the best 
way to prop up the system. But  ordinary 
people still face pay freezes, attacks on 
benefits and cuts to services.

And once the Tories feel the immedi-
ate crisis has passed, they will be back on 
the  offensive. “A reckoning lies ahead,” 
said the Financial Times. Workers have 
to be  prepared to fight.

I’m so cross with this 
government and its 
ineffectual ministers. 
They just look after 
their mates

‘‘ 
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BLACK COUNTRY
Wed 10 Mar, 7.30pm
352 891 2411
BRIGHTON AND HOVE 
Thu 11 Mar, 
6.30pm
841 2142 3683
BRISTOL 
Thu 11 Mar, 
7.30pm
688-397-3148
CAMBRIDGE
Thu 11 Mar, 7.30pm
681-800-4408
CARDIFF
Wed 10 Mar, 7.30pm
630-181-4857
COVENTRY
Wed 10 Mar 7.30pm
823-945-1917
EAST MIDLANDS
Wed 10 Mar, 7pm
354-874-4790
HOME COUNTIES
Thu 11 Mar, 
6.30pm
915 511 1297

HUDDERSFIELD
Wed 10 Mar, 6.30pm
290-168-1804
KENT
Thu 11 Mar, 8.15pm
434-623-8064
LANCASTER
Thu 11 Mar, 7pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS
Thu 11 Mar, 7pm
881 4770 0676
LIVERPOOL
Wed 10 Mar, 7pm
493-925-5919
LONDON: EAST
Wed 10 Mar, 7pm
818 391 0420
LONDON: HACKNEY
Thu 11 Mar, 7.30pm
798-534-2585
LONDON: HARINGEY
Wed 10 Mar, 7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: SOUTH
Wed 10 Mar, 7pm
497-196-1801

LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Thu 11 Mar, 
7pm
529-913-6390
LONDON: WALTHAM FOREST
Wed 10 Mar, 
7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Thu 11 Mar, 
7.30pm
824-3598-9096
MANCHESTER
Wed 10 Mar, 
7.15pm
323-178-7151
NEWCASTLE
Wed 10 Mar,
7pm
368-595-2712
OXFORD AND THAMES VALLEY
Wed 10 Mar, 7pm
861 2001 6477
PORTSMOUTH
Wed 10 Mar,
 7.30pm, 488-934-2809 

SCOTLAND
Sat 13 Mar, 6.30pm
814 6516 9575
SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Thu 11 Mar, 
7pm
528-174-9278
SWANSEA AND WEST WALES
Thu 11 Mar,  7pm
902-964-963
YORK AND SCARBOROUGH
Wed 10 Mar, 7.30pm
827-489-7492

{ }SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS

Weekly meetings  to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions.  All welcome.

BIRMINGHAM
Indian workers and 
farmers—mass revolt 
against Modi
Wed 10 Mar, 
7pm, 281-634-5938

BRADFORD
The Egyptian Revolution—
why it matters ten years on 
Thu 11 Mar, 
7pm
885 9187 7552
BURNLEY AND PENDLE
Booklaunch:  
Rebellious Daughters 
of History with 
author Judy Cox
Wed 10 Mar, 
7.30pm 
446 409 5118
CHESTERFIELD
Is the  Labour Party right 
to wave the Union Jack? 
Thu 11 Mar, 
6.30pm
829-532-8731
COLCHESTER
Big Pharma, the Tories 
& Covid 19—will the 
vaccine solve the crisis?
Thu 11 Mar,
 7.30pm
466-478-2013

DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
The revolutionary ideas 
of Angela Davis
Wed 17 Mar, 7.30pm 
894 2628 7708
EXETER AND PLYMOUTH
Israel—an apartheid state 
Thu 11 Mar, 
7.30pm
865-2972-2883 
GLASGOW
Lessons from the Anti Nazi 
League—building the anti-
racist movement today 
Thu 18 Mar,
 6.30pm
851-5254-7239
HARLOW
How do people’s 
ideas change? 
Thu 11 Mar, 
7.30pm
832-8746-7480
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Capitalism, Covid-19 
and mental distress
Thu 11 Mar, 
7pm
874-012-7970
NORWICH
Migration in an era of 
climate catastrophe 
Wed 10 Mar, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299
SOUTHAMPTON
Indian workers and 
farmers—mass revolt 
against Modi
Wed 10 Mar, 
7.30pm
381-513-5080

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online 
meetings during the coronavirus crisis. This is 
to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom 
system. Download the Zoom app onto your phone or 
computer and just before the time given for your local 
meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page 
for the appropriate meeting. The password for all 
meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of 
national online meetings and other updates.

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

Resistance and revolution—the real 
tradition of International Women’s Day

AN INTERNATIONAL Women’s Day march in the Spanish state, 2019

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602

Socialist Worker  3 March 2021
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BBC doc exposes systemic racism behind Covid deaths 
TELEVISION
WHY IS COVID KILLING 
PEOPLE OF COLOUR?
Now on BBC iPlayer

BLACK, ASIAN and 
minority ethnic patients are 
dying in disproportionate 
numbers from Covid-19. 
Actor David Harewood felt 
compelled to discover the 
reasons why.

David starts his journey 
in Brent, north west 
London. During the first 
wave of the pandemic, the 
borough had the highest 
Covid-19 mortality rate 

in Britain  It is also one 
of Britain’s most diverse 
areas. Nearly 65 percent 
of the local population are 
black, Asian or from other 
minority ethnic groups.

Dr Tariq Husain, head 
of the Intensive Care Unit 
at the nearby Northwick 
Park Hospital, describes 
the tidal wave of cases 
that overwhelmed their 
capacity. Black people 
seemed the hardest hit.

David finds out that 
what happened in Brent 
is mirrored across the 
country. He asks what 
it is about being black 

that puts him at such an 
increased risk. The answer, 
he discovers, is systemic 
racism.

David finds out that a big 
risk factor is the job that 
you do. 

Key workers risk their 
lives, exposing themselves 
to the virus as they keep 
the country running. And 
black people are more 
likely to do this work.

He asks why many black 
people do these frontline 
jobs. 

He and his sister Sandra 
discuss their parents’ 
experiences as new 

migrants to Britain in the 
1950s, and how race still 
impacts what jobs people 
are likely to get. 

Another aspect is 
deprivation. 

It becomes increasingly 
clear to David that black 
people are proportionately 
more likely to live in 
deprived conditions.  

He ends his journey 
frustrated. 

But he also has some 
hope—that the inequalities 
exposed by Covid-19, and 
the Black Lives Matter 
movement, could make a 
pivotal moment of change.

How the FBI killed the ‘black 
messiah’ Fred Hampton
Judas and the Black Messiah tells the true story of Black Panther leader Fred 
Hampton. It captures the spirit of a revolutionary, says Antony Hamilton
SHAKA KING’S new film Judas and 
the Black Messiah expertly knits 
together a web of revolutionaries, 
gang members, the local commu-
nity, police and the FBI. 

It’s entertaining—but also has a lot 
to say about the role of the police and 
the state, and even the question of 
reform or revolution.

There is archive footage of the 
Black Panther Party, an interview 
with William “Billy” O’Neal and 
an outstanding performance from 
Daniel Kaluuya as Fred Hampton.

It exposes the violence of the state, 
as well as the truth behind Hampton’s 
politics—the politics of solidarity, rev-
olution and the power of the people.

Hampton was a charismatic, young 
revolutionary and leading Panther. 
That’s why he was assassinated by 
the Cook County Police Department 
on the orders of the FBI, helped by his 
head of security and FBI informant 
Billy O’Neal.

Icon
To those already aware of Fred and 
his politics, he is an icon. But this 
film captures the evolution of his 
character. 

There are pivotal moments when 
we see him grow. At times it’s easy 
to forget how young he was—in his 
early 20s he was described as having 
the gravitas of a man twice his age. 

At only 21 he had already united 
rival gangs in Chicago under a 
Rainbow Coalition to resist police 
brutality and fight for all oppressed 
people.

His character develops during his 
incarceration for stealing ice cream 
to give to children, and in discussion 
with Mrs Winters, the mother of a 
panther who was killed by police. 

Both show how the Chicago 

Panthers continue to hold on without 
him, and how he shouldered the 
responsibility of healing the wrongs 
of the state with direct solidarity.

The film captures a sense of 
community in every aspect. Fred 
was never really on his own, always 
surrounded by his comrades and I 
think this is key in showing what the 
Black Panthers were really about. 

There may be key recognisable 
figures, but they were a party of the 
people, for the people. They were 
also gaining support and linking 
together with the anti-war movement 
and students.

This was too large a threat for the 
US government. J. Edgar Hoover, 
director of the FBI, labelled them 
such an important target that he set 
up a secret operation—Cointelpro. 

Infiltrated
The FBI incited gang violence, infil-
trated black organisations and assas-
sinated figures Hoover feared could 
become a “Black messiah”. 

This is where the film starts, 
showing the community focus of 
a revolutionary force against the 
might of a secretive government 
body bent on destroying them.

The film is wrought with struggle 
and loss. At times there is so much 
confusion, and it comes down to Fred 
to offer clarity through speeches of 
unity against a common enemy.

But this is not just something to 
watch. It is a call to action and to 
fight for the legacy which Fred left 
behind: “We don’t fight fire with fire, 
we fight fire with water.

“We f ight  capital ism with 
socialism.”
Judas and the Black Messiah is out 
now

DANIEL KALUUYA as Fred Hampton

Actor David Harewood

STREAMING 
BIGGIE: I GOT A STORY TO 
TELL
Out now on Netflix

FEATURING rare footage 
and in-depth interviews, 
this documentary celebrates 
the life of Christopher 
Wallace—The Notorious 
B.I.G.

It focuses on his life 
before he rose to hip 

hop fame and features 
previously unseen concert 
performance clips.

What’s on at

Bookmarks
The socialist bookshop
The Hammer And The 
Anvil

Online booklaunch of a 
new translation of Larrissa 
Reisner’s reports from the 
Russian Revolution
7pm, Monday 8 March 
Go to Bookmarks the 
socialist bookshop on 
Facebook 

Biggie: I Got a Story to Tell 

STREAMING 
TRIAL BY FIRE
Out now on Netflix

THIS FILM from 2018 tells 
the story of Cameron Todd 
Willingham. 

He was executed in 
Texas for killing his three 
children. But scientific 

evidence and expert 
testimony that bolstered his 
claims of innocence were 
suppressed.

Jack O’Connell as Todd Willingham
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READ MORE
A Rebel’s Guide to Rosa 
Luxemburg  
by Sally Campbell
£3

The Accumulation of 
Capital 
by Rosa Luxemburg
bit.ly/accumulate-capital

Can capitalism go on 
forever? 
by Judy Cox
bit.ly/cap-forever

Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848 or 
go to bookmarksbook 
shop.co.uk

from each other. But Luxemburg 
said this would create “a merry-
go-round which revolves around 
itself in empty air”.  

“That is not capitalist accu-
mulation, i.e. heaping up 
money capital, but the oppo-
site,” she said. “Production for 
the sake of production is, from 
the  standpoint of capital, utter 
nonsense.”  

So imperialism was neces-
sary to create new markets 
where extra commodities could 
be sold. But this was ultimately 
limited, and would produce 
crises in the system.  

Unlike Luxemburg, Marx did 
not reject the idea of “production 
for the sake of production”. 

He explained that production 
under capitalism is not aimed at 
meeting people’s needs. Instead 
it is geared towards exchange 
and consumption to make profit.  

Critics pointed out that 
Luxemburg’s theory confuses 
the priorities of individual capi-
talists with capitalism as a whole. 
Capitalists do exchange com-
modities to increase their ability 
to produce.  

T
HE SYSTEM will 
always find a way to 
make profit so long 
as there is demand 
from somewhere—
even from workers 

and capitalists. And it finds 
ways to create markets, com-
modifying anything from 
relationships to necessities. 

Also although some capital-
ist firms might go under, others 
will feed on their resources and 
markets as new forms of profit.  

Luxemburg did not develop 
a theory explaining boom, crisis 
and slump.

In Volume Three of Capital 
Marx theorises how the drive to 
accumulate profit leads to the 
rate of profit to fall, rather than 
to under-consumption. Marx said 
that individual capitalists are 
pushed to invest in the means of 
production to increase their pro-
ductivity across the system. 

But this means less investment 
in the actual source of profits—
workers’ labour. This theory of 
crisis shows how capitalism’s 
contradictions harm the system.  

Other Marxists have expanded 
on the relationship between cap-
italism and imperialism.  

Luxemburg, for instance, 
didn’t explore the role of monop-
oly capitalism in the drive 
towards overseas colonisation.  

The Russian revolutionary 
Nikolai Bukharin understood 
clearer how the concentration 
and centralisation of capital led 
to closer ties between capital and 

nation-states—leading to impe-
rialism. Despite some problems 
with her theories, Luxemburg 
added vital analysis. She showed 
how capitalism depends on state 
violence to expand.  

She believed that as milita-
rism between capitalist states 
was inevitable, the fight against 
imperialism was necessary to 
fight capitalism. She said that 
spending on arms “is in itself a 
province of accumulation”.  

This crucially laid the basis 
for explaining the growth of the 
economy based on the role of 
the arms economy following the 
Second World War.  

Luxemburg reiterated the cen-
tral idea behind Marxism—that 
surplus value is produced by the 
exploitation of workers.  

And she reinforced Marx’s 
theory of capitalism by conclud-
ing it “proceeds by assimilating 
the very condition which alone 
can ensure its own existence”.  

Her understanding of how 
capitalist operates and stops 
human progress led her to dedi-
cate, and give, her life to the fight 
against war and imperialism. 

The failure of 
the German 
Revolution (top) 
paved the way for 
the horror of the 
Second World War 
(above)

T
HE  revo l u -
tionary  Rosa     
Luxemburg , 
b o r n  1 5 0 
years ago on 
Wednesday, 

led the battle for  socialism 
during the 1918 German 
Revolution.  

An anti-capitalist and 
anti-imperialist, Luxemburg 
fought for a workers’ state 
through revolution.  

She lived at a time when 
momentous struggles were 
breaking out across Europe. 
Yet many people on the left 
accepted reformist ideas, 
arguing that life could be 
transformed for workers 
within the capitalist system. 
And some said full socialism 
could be achieved through 
parliament.  

Luxemburg consistently 
argued with reformists, includ-
ing those in her own Social 
Democratic Party (SPD). 

At the time it was the 
world’s biggest socialist 
party, and Marxist in name. It 
focused on elections to bring 
change within the system, not 
struggle by ordinary people to 
transform the system.  

Reformists argued that capi-
talism had changed from its 
early years and had become 
more stable.  

She looked to develop the 
work of the revolutionary Karl 
Marx, who said that capitalism 
was built on contradictions and 
would face repeated crises.  

Marx’s theory of accumulation 
had explained how competition 
pushes bosses to make profit for 
its own sake, constantly accumu-
lating more wealth.  

Luxemburg developed this 
theory, and also tried to advance 
Marx’s analysis of imperialism to 
explain why society was on the  
brink of world war.  

She wrote The Accumulation 
of Capital: A Contribution to 
the Economic Explanation of 
Imperialism, in 1913. It looked at 
how the expansion of  capitalism 
into new territories affects the 
system.  

M
A R X  h a d 
said that the 
compet i t ion 
ingrained in 
t h e  sys te m 
pushes capital-

ists to spread across the world 
in a search for greater profits.  

Luxemburg did not agree that 
this was simply down to a hunt 
for new profits. She argued that 
capitalism was forced to expand 
into non-capitalist countries in 
order to exist.  

Luxemburg said that a “deep 
and fundamental antagonism 
between the capacity to consume 
and the capacity to  produce” 
drives this expansion.  

In the main centres of 
 cap i ta l i sm,  she  argued, 
 capitalists could not endlessly 
expand production because 
there would not be the markets 
to consume it.

Luxemburg argued that capi-
talism depends on non-capitalist 
markets to sell its products to, 
and forces them into its system 

by colonial conquest. In the pro-
cess, these countries’ economies, 
resources and labour power are 
taken over and exploited. States 
then export cheap materials to 
these countries to make more 
profit.  

Luxemburg showed how cap-
ital accumulation provides “the 
economic roots of imperialism”.  

Imperialism is “the political 
expression of the accumulation 
of capital in its competitive strug-
gle for what remains still open of 
the non-capitalist environment”.  

“Only the continuous and 
 progressive disintegration of 
non-capitalist organisations 
makes accumulation of capital 
possible,” she argued.  

Luxemburg believed that, 
once all non-capitalist countries 
had been pulled into the capital-
ist system, capitalism would face 
collapse. 

The prosperity that imperi-
alism generates for the domi-
nant nation would be tem-
porary. An end to capitalism 
would be brought about as 

under-consumption—creating 
more commodities than there is 
demand for them—takes hold.  

Yet capitalism has today 
spread to encompass the 
world—and it has not met its 
end. Luxemburg was wrong to 
argue that the system would nat-
urally collapse in this way. But 
her writings are still valuable.  

Luxemburg taught political 
economy at the SPD’s school of 
activists from 1906-1913 while 
writing a pamphlet on Marxist 
economics called Introduction 
to Political Economy.  

It explored how production 
had been organised for centu-
ries under common ownership 
in pre-capitalist societies, called 
“primitive communism”.  

But when writing she found 
what she saw as a problem with 
Marx’s formulation of accumula-
tion in Volume Two of his work, 
Capital.  

L
uxemburg analysed 
how  cap i ta l i sm 
reproduces itself. 
Bosses sell com-
modities, but they 
don’t keep all of the 

profit for themselves. Instead, 
they reinvest part of the profit 
for future production.  

For the system to work, there 
has to be the right balance 
between what is produced. 
There has to be enough com-

modities to sell and make prof-
its. And there has to be enough 
of the equipment needed to con-
tinue production.  

Marx explained this in Capital 
Volume Two by creating two 
theoretical departments.  

Department One produced 
goods needed for production—
such as tools or machinery. 
Department Two produced com-
modities for consumption—such 
as cars or clothing.  

Luxemburg argued that there 
is a limited market for commodi-
ties and that this restricts capital-
ism’s growth. 

So the system could expand 
and produce more goods. But 
there wouldn’t be enough people 
to buy the goods unless demand 
increased.  

Luxemburg believed that the 
flaw she had found in Marx’s 
theory was over where increased 
demand would come from.  

Surplus value, which Marx 
said was the source of profit, 
is the difference between what 
workers are paid and the value 
of what they produce. 

Bosses have to reinvest some 
of it, or the system would grind 
to a halt.  

But Luxemburg said that the 
“realisation of surplus value for 
accumulation is impossible in a 
society in which there are only 
capitalists and workers”—a soci-
ety that Marx had laid out.  

She said there would be 
under-consumption because 
workers wouldn’t have the wages 
to consistently buy luxury goods. 
And capitalists can’t simply sell 
commodities to each other, oth-
erwise no surplus would be put 
back into the system.  

For instance, capitalists could 
buy the means of production, 
such as machines or equipment, 

REFORM
IS NOT
ENOUGH
Rosa Luxemburg, born 150 years ago this week, fought 
reformist ideas to argue for revolution. Isabel Ringrose looks 
at what her economic writings contributed to Marxist ideas

She looked to 
develop the work 
of Marx, who said 
that capitalism 
would face 
repeated crises 

‘‘ 
Karl Marx

ROSA LUXEMBURG was a revolutionary whose ideas aimed to challenge reformism

Union leaders’ compromises 
leave workers behind 

Organised workers 
have the power to 
tackle the bosses.  
Nick Clark explains 
why union leaders 
often fear strikes  

SOMETIMES IT seems as 
if trade union leaders are 
afraid of success—as if every 
step forward is followed by a 
retreat.

For instance, the NEU 
education union leaders 
are reluctant to repeat the 
call on members to refuse 
the return to schools, even 
though it’s still not safe.

When workers did this 
collectively in January—
encouraged by union 
leaders—it forced the 
government to back off. 

But the NEU hasn’t 
yet repeated the call.

And leaders of other unions 
wouldn’t follow the example.

Take another case. British 
Gas engineers were on the 
front foot in their fight 
against fire and rehire plans. 

But GMB union leaders 
risked losing the initiative 
when they called strikes 
off for talks—rather than 
press the advantage home.

The most militant strikers 
were proved right when 
the talks broke down and 
the action was back on.

Caution
What’s behind the caution?

At the root of it is 
something revolutionary 
socialists have always argued 
about union leaders—their 
relationship with the bosses.

The union leaders’ role 
is to mediate between their 
members and managers.

That means they have 
to take their members’ 
demands to bosses. But their 
negotiating position means 
they try and make these 
demands fit within the limits 
of what bosses can accept.

Sometimes this means 
they have to lead strikes—
either because their members 
demand it, or the bosses’ 
attacks threaten their own 
negotiating position.

But it also means they 
make concessions. And it’s 
why they sometimes talk 
about working together 
with bosses because they 

both want what’s “best 
for the business”.

That’s only the beginning 
of the argument.

In the past, and 
sometimes recently, union 
leaders have led significant 
confrontations with the 
bosses and the government. 

Why do today’s leaders 
seem especially reluctant?

The answer goes back 
decades, to the end of a 
time when strikes were 
much more common.

As bosses and governments 
forced through privatisation 
and low wages, they inflicted 
significant defeats on workers 
in major battles throughout 
the 1980s and early 90s.

Many of these defeats 
came about because union 
leaders failed to organise 
the action or solidarity 
needed to win. They then 
used these defeats to argue 
fighting wasn’t possible. 

The immediate effect was 
that workers felt much less 
confident about fighting back.

Union leaders began to 
accept the new way of the 
world. More and more they 
looked to “partnership” with 
the bosses to soften attacks 
on jobs, pay and conditions.

They also pinned their 
hopes on the idea that a 

Labour government would 
give some more protection 
than the Tories. Even 
when unions were under 
attack from Labour, union 
leaders worried that strikes 
could damage the party.

For many workers 
today, the idea that they 
can strike might not seem 
likely. Union leaders often 
say this means it’s too 
difficult to try and organise 
a strike. Anti-union laws 
give them an extra excuse.

This in turn can feed 
the idea that striking 
isn’t possible. 

The answer is not to 
fall into the trap of always 
thinking that’s true.

There have been 
opportunities for major 
confrontations that could 
have shifted things. 

A public sector-wide strike 
over pensions in 2011 and 
a confrontation between 
workers and their Ineos 
bosses at Grangemouth 
oil refinery in 2013 were 
the most significant in 
the past ten years.

Both were squandered 
by union leaders.

Yet despite all this, time 
and again workers have 
shown they’re willing to 
fight when given a lead. 

Socialists have to look 
for every opportunity 
to encourage this. 

That means looking for 
opportunities to fight, and 
organising with workers 
who want to strike—even if 
they’re in a minority at first.

This can put pressure 
on union leaders to 
fight when they might 
otherwise give in. And it 
can give more confidence 
to other workers too.

BRITISH GAS workers were right to fight on 

Opportunities 
have been 
missed to 
launch major 
confrontations 

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
UNIONS
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A revolutionary party and the battle for change 
by ISABEL RINGROSE

AT KEY moments in any revo-
lution, the working class faces 
important choices.

Is it time to consolidate 
gains that have been won or 
to push forward to conquer 
new heights?

How can new forces be 
won to the struggle? 

Such issues are not settled 
without a struggle. 

And to push aside those 
who want to hold back strug-
gle, revolutionaries have to 
organise.

That’s why a revolutionary 
party is crucial. 

T h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
Socialists (RS) in Egypt 
played a vital role in building 
workers’ activity and politics 
during the revolution.

Strike
RS pushed for a general strike 
to topple Hosni Mubarak and 
called for “a worker’s revolu-
tion against the capitalist gov-
ernment” after the military 
took power.

And it later urged revolu-
tionaries not to side with the 
military against the Muslim 
Brotherhood government.

Members  faced v io -
lence and arrest both from 
Mubarak’s regime and coun-
ter-revolutionary forces.

Mass strikes were key to 
the overthrow of Mubarak. 

And after he was deposed 
strikes continued to demand 
job security, independent 
trade unions and the removal 

of corrupt bosses.
Following the 18-day 

uprising in Tahrir Square, RS 
brought together some of the 
best rank and file  workers. 

These led in part of  the 
new trade union  movement 
that the revolution had 
encouraged. This work was 
crucial to organising workers 

and directing their struggle.
In a move to bring stability 

and gain control the military 
government denounced the 
strikes. 

So did sections of the rev-
olution—in particular the 
middle classes and liberals.

They didn’t see the workers 
as the vehicle to bring about 

change, and accused them of 
being greedy and selfish.

RS was crucial in provid-
ing theoretical and practical 
leadership for the strikes and 
fought to convince others of 
their importance. 

But the revolution became 
dominated by reformists of 
different types who argued 
against class unity and 
 workers’ power.

They centred on  conflict 
between secular and Islamist 
groups rather than between 
capitalists and workers.

Meanwhile military gener-
als who supported Mubarak’s 
regime posed as  a “revolution-
ary” force against Islamists.

Alliance
But after the first general 
election, won by the Muslim 
Brotherhood with Mohamed 
Morsi as president, the army 
and the Islamists entered into 
an alliance.

Revolutionaries again 
called for change. 

Protests erupted and the 
military saw this as an oppor-
tunity to launch a counter 
revolution. 

They pretended to be 
on the side of the people, 
which many fell for. The 

revolutionary party reminded 
revolutionaries that being 
anti-Morsi shouldn’t mean 
trusting the army or being on 
the same side, but many on 
the left disagreed.

Without bigger num-
bers the revolutionary party 
couldn’t convince everyone 
that the army would not 
betray people in Egypt.

It meant the millions in 
Egypt fighting to keep the rev-
olution alive were not won to 
the need for workers’ power. 
And opposition to the coun-
ter-revolution was weak. 

The military’s victory was 
not inevitable. 

But without unified work-
ers’ organisation and a bigger 
revolutionary left, alternative 
ideas couldn’t spread across 
every workplace in Egypt.

Yet the work of RS was 
key—it helped to show work-
ers their strength in organis-
ing and fighting for a new 
society.

The revolutionary party has 
to remember the experience 
of Egypt. And it has to use it 
to fight for success next time.

This is part of a series 
of articles on Egypt in 
revolution Read our coverage 
at bit.ly/EgyptSW2021
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Workers won’t benefit if Covid 
and racism drive out migrants
Reports have found that large numbers of migrants are leaving Britain. It’s all caused by a 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic—and a punishing immigration system, argues Sam Ord

 THE mishandling of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the 

hostile environment is leading to 
large numbers of migrants leaving 
Britain. 

A report published by the 
Economic Statistics Centre of 
Excellence, states that 1.3 million 
foreign born people living in Britain 
have emigrated. 

The agency set up by the Office 
for National Statistics (ONS), com-
pared data from the third quarter 
of 2019 to the same period of 2020.

The figures may not be wholly 
accurate. 

The Migration Observatory pro-
ject at Oxford university clarifies 
that the data collection systems 
have had to change in order to be 
safe during the pandemic. 

This has massively affected the 
ability to monitor migration.

Madeleine Sumption from the 
Migration Observatory said the 
hardships of collecting data “has 
left us flying blind just as the UK 
is introducing a new immigration 
system.”

Driven
The combination of a racist points- 
based immigration system, as well 
as Brexit, have all contributed to 
migrants being driven out of Britain. 

And the vulnerabilities of 
migrants have also increased due to 
the pandemic. Firstly, they are more 
likely to suffer financially as a result 
of Covid-19. 

A large proportion of those leav-
ing Britain are from Eastern Europe. 
Migrants from the European Union 
(EU) often work in the hospitality 
and construction sectors.  

Workers in these sectors are 
likely to experience job insecurity 
and job losses. 

It’s not surprising to hear that 
people in these situations are 
pushed to emigrate.

Contrary to the myth that 
migrants come to Britain to claim 
benefits, they come to work. 

But waves of migrants leaving 
Britain presents a real problem for 
those in power considering that 
the economy rests heavily on their 
labour. 

Migrant workers make up a sig-
nificant part of the workforce. 

About 16 percent of people 
employed in Britain in September 
2020 were born abroad. 

At different points in history 
migrants were relied on to rebuild 
and to supplement an inadequate 
workforce. 

Eastern Europeans were encour-
aged to migrate to Britain to work 
in food production at the beginning 
of the pandemic. 

Similarly in the period after the 
Second World War immigration was 
needed in order to rebuild.

Immigrants from the Caribbean 
at this time, known as the Windrush 
Generation were key. 

Capitalism both relies on 
migrants but then uses them as 
scapegoats to divide opposition. 
This contradiction works out in dif-
ferent ways in different periods.

Far too often the right—and 
some on the left—have said 
migration cuts wages and puts up 
unemployment.

But around a million migrants 
have left and we still face soaring 
job losses and pay curbs.

Bosses measure a person’s worth 
based on their ability to “boost the 
economy”. 

Reducing the argument to this 
reinforces the idea that they are 
useful only for profit-making.

Opposition to migration has to be 
wholly opposed. It is just another 
tactic that the ruling class uses in 
order to divert anger from its own 
crimes.

On other pages...
Why we should burn all the bosses 
to solve unemployment >>Page 2

Nurses for vaccines—how governments are bartering with migrants 
THE PHILIPPINES has 
said it is prepared to 
allow thousands of health 
workers to take jobs in 
Britain and Germany in 
a desperate bid for more 
Covid-19 vaccines. 

The country currently 
has one of the worst 
infection rates in Asia and 
as a result, has limited 
nurses immigrating 
to 5,000 a year. 

This cap will be relaxed 
if Germany and Britain 
agree to the proposal.

The governments of 
Britain and Germany 
haven’t yet taken up 
the offer—but it shows 
how governments 
are bartering with 

people’s lives.
Jocelyn Andamo 

secretary general of the 
Filipino Nurses United 
said, “We are disgusted 
on how nurses and 
healthcare workers 
are being treated 
by the government 
as commodities or 
export products.”

The NHS already 
relies on 30,000 Filipino 
health workers to 
function as well as a 
further 140,000 migrants 
from other countries.

The health ministry 
claims that there 
has been an increase 
of 11,000 NHS 
workers this year. 

But this increase has 
still struggled to match 
the demand created 
by the pandemic.

Austerity is the 
primary factor in 
not hiring a larger 
healthcare workforce. 

The Tories have instead 
relied on volunteers, low 
wages and longer hours to 
cope with higher demand. 

Britain has ordered 
more than 400 million 
doses of the vaccine. 

Meanwhile, the 
Philippines hopes to 
receive 148 million 
doses, despite having 
a population that’s 
40 million greater.

Currently Britain has 

managed to give over 18 
million people the first 
dose of the vaccine. Yet 
the Philippines is just 
starting their vaccination 
process this week with 
jabs donated from China.

Competing nation 
states are currently 
using the vaccine as a 
valuable resource to 
try to strengthen their 
global dominance. 

Vaccines and 
people shouldn’t be 
treated as products 
to swap and trade. 

Freedom of movement 
and public ownership 
of the vaccines are 
necessary to tackle 
these inequalities.FILIPINO NURSES are vital to the NHS
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Unison leaders declare their 
backing for Heartlands strikers
S T R I K I N G  P O R T E R S  a t 
H e a r t l a n d s  H o s p i t a l  i n 
Birmingham were given a boost 
by an online solidarity rally last 
week.

Around 100 people joined to 
hear recently elected Unison union 
general secretary Christina McAnea 
give her “100 percent backing” to 
the long running strike.

Trust bosses gave workers a “fire 
and rehire” ultimatum and the por-
ters are now working on worse 
terms and conditions. 

Shift patterns constantly rotate, 
meaning staff struggle to keep up 
with family and caring responsibili-
ties outside of work.

McAnea told the strikers that 
after more than 20 days of strike 
they still have the backing of the 
whole union and that they must 
“stay strong”.

“It’s unbelievable that we are 
having these arguments with NHS 
managers at this time. A time when 
everyone who works for the health 
service is under so much pressure,” 
she said.

“Whenever management has a 
money-saving wheeze, it’s always 
our members they come after.”

Resources
She went on to say that the union 
would use all its resources to make 
sure the porters are not beaten.

McAnea was flanked by Labour 
shadow health secretary Jonathan 
Ashworth, shadow international 
development minister Preet Gill 
and Labour’s West Midlands 

mayoral candidate, Liam Byrne.
For Unison to organise such high 

profile speakers sends a message 
that the union is serious about its 
continuing backing for the strikers.

In part, this reflects McAnea’s 
desire to be seen as a very different 
general secretary to her predeces-
sor, the strike-fearing Dave Prentis.

McAnea is only too aware that 
her general secretary vote was 
impacted by the very large turnout 
for left winger Paul Holmes.

Pressure
But it also reflects a degree of 
employers’ pressure on the union. 
Up and down the country, NHS 
health bosses and private contrac-
tors are trying to rip up agreements 
on pay and conditions.

If they are able to get away with 
the attacks the union will have 
been bypassed and will be seen as 
irrelevant.

Unison—a union of two mil-
lion members—should be able to 
deliver victory. 

Strikers must now push Unison’s 
leaders hard to make sure that 
hard hitting strikes continue, and 
that their fight spreads across the 
union.
lDonations to Unison University 
Hospitals Birmingham Branch 22536, 
Unity Trust Bank, account number: 
20403849, sort code: 60-83-01 
lMessages of support to  
William.Morris@uhb.nhs.uk and 
Lee.Williams2@uhb.nhs.uk 
lFor updates go to Unison Heartlands 
Porters Dispute on Facebook

   

NHS

CUMBERLAND INFERMARY

MORE THAN 150 porters, cleaners 
and catering workers at Carlisle’s 
Cumberland Infirmary are striking 
for long-promised unsocial hours 
payments.

Staff employed directly by the 
NHS receive enhanced rates for 
working at nights or over weekends. 

The strikers, who are now 
employed by outsourcers Mitie, 
have not been getting these 
payments for ten years.

Workers, who are members of 

the Unison and GMB unions, are fed 
up with constant promises that their 
situation will be “sorted out”. 

They took action last Friday and 
on Monday this week.

Unison branch secretary Liz 
Walsh told Socialist Worker that the 
atmosphere on picket lines at the 
hospital was “fantastic”.

“There’s been a great turnout 
of strikers—and lots of tooting and 
waving from the public,” she said.

“The strikers’ mood is upbeat but 

there’s been no movement yet from 
Mitie, so we need to keep on going.”

Unison regional organiser David 
Atkinson said, “It is incredibly 
disappointing that key workers, 
who have put their lives at risk to 
keep us safe during this pandemic, 
have been forced to strike by their 
intransigent employer, Mitie.”
lMessages of support to enquiries@
unisoncumbria.co.uk and follow 
Unison Cumbria & north lancs health 
branch on Facebook for updates

UNISON UNION members on the picket line in Carlisle

EDUCATION

Further education lecturers in 
Scotland vote for national strike
SCOTTISH FURTHER education 
lecturers have voted decisively in a 
statutory ballot for strikes against 
fire and rehire and casualisation.

Escalating strikes are set to 
begin on 16 March. They will 
increase from a day per week up to 
two and then three days. 

The issue at stake is 
management attempts to replace 
lecturers. People with a wide 
variety of titles are told to do the 
same job but on vastly inferior 
conditions. 

These include no preparation or 
marking time.

By taking this course 
managements have shown that 
all they are concerned about is 
money. The education offered to 
students is entirely secondary.

It is all the more scandalous 

in that they hoped to use the 
pandemic as a cover for this 
pernicious practice. It is to the credit 
of EIS-Fela members that most 
voted out of solidarity with others. 

The process of replacement 
is still limited, though cases are 
popping up around the country.

The employers can be in no 
doubt that we mean business. 

Before the union’s indicative 
ballot they denied that a national 
dispute even existed, claiming local 
colleges could do what they wanted.

On the showing of this ballot, 
and with support from others, 
EIS-Fela members will not allow 
the Scottish government to turn a 
blind eye to fire and rehire.
An EIS-Fela member
lMessages of support to 
jgkellyeis@live.co.uk

EIS-FELA

THERE WAS a clear mood to 
fight at this year’s UCU union 
annual congress.

The congress, held online over 
two days earlier this month, 
heard from workers across 
Britain facing attacks on jobs, 
pay, conditions and safety.

Delegates  defied their general 
secretary to back a motion 
calling on the union to instruct 
members not to enter unsafe 
workplaces. 

As the Tories look to drive 
more college and university staff 
and students back to face to face 
teaching, this will become more 
crucial.

The motion pointed out that 
balloting for action “does not 
provide protection for members 
who face immediate threats” due 
to the timescale of ballots.

It was passed despite advice 
from general secretary Jo Grady 
in a closed session that several 
delegates described as a “speech 
against” it.

UCU

Action and support for victimised  
NEU union rep John Boken
WORKERS STRUCK across 
Shrewsbury Colleges Group last 
Wednesday to defend victimised 
NEU union rep John Boken. Bosses 
there targeted John after he raised 
complaints about racism in the 
college.

Over 60 people joined an online 
strike rally on Wednesday, with 
more watching a livestream on 
Facebook.

John said he has “faith and 
trust” in the NEU members backing 
him. And he said his fight is part of 
a wider struggle. “Our actions as 
trade unionists are vital in securing 
a safe workplace,” he said. 

“One that is safe from racism, 
bullying and victimisation.”

Strikers stressed that the fight 
to defend John is part of a much 
bigger battle.

John’s victimisation is one of 
several cases where bosses are 
targeting NEU reps. In Greenwich, 
south London, rep Kirstie Paton 
has been targeted after criticising 
the academy chain that runs her 
school.

In Huddersfield, west Yorkshire, 
rep Louise Lewis was suspended in 
October. 

And NEU members at the 
London Design and Engineering 
free school in London staged 
strikes last year to demand the 
reinstatement of rep Sharon 
Morgan.

Workers plan nine more strike 
days in March, with the next 
walkouts set for 9, 10 and 11 
March.
lRush messages of support for 
John to jean.evanson@neu.org.uk

SHREWSBURY COLLEGES
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BRITISH GAS

 Chuck out the rotten 
deal and build strike 
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

BRITISH GAS strikers were 
voting this week on a rotten 
deal to end their dispute. 

It amounts to a rehash of 
previous proposals, plus a 
desperate bribe. The company 
has not taken away its threat 
to use fire and rehire.

The GMB union members 
are battling parent company 
Centrica’s decision to fire 
and rehire workers on 
significantly worse contracts. 
The deal came just as Centrica 
announced operating profits 
of almost £700 million.

Workers ended a four 
day strike on Monday, their 
26th strike day. And many 
have spoken out against the 
proposed deal.

British Gas engineer David 
told Socialist Worker, “In this 
new offer engineers will still 
need to work an additional 
156 hours for nothing.

“Sick pay has been reduced 
and will be removed entirely 
if you don’t opt into a private 
healthcare scheme. 

“The core hours have 
c h a n g e d  t o  i n c r e a s e 
unsociable working hours. 
And engineers will also 
need to work from a rolling 

six week roster which 
can change depending on 
customer demand.”

He added that the company 
is offering up to £4,000 to 
accept this new contract. But 
it’s not good enough. 

Alex, another British Gas 
striker, said, “It’ll be a waste 
of time if we don’t keep 
striking. 

The company said a 
million times in December it 
wouldn’t make another offer 
as there was nothing in the 
budget. 

“But that makes no sense 

now after the profit figures and 
the bribe to accept.” He added, 
“It’s never been about money 
either. It’s about weekends 
and unsociable hours. 

“Most of us don’t want to 
sign our lives away to the 
company—it doesn’t matter 
what money they offer.”

David added, “I won’t be 
signing the new contract. 

“To still be offered such 
a pitiful deal shows the lack 
of respect the business is 
showing to the people who 
keep the wheels moving.

“The people at the bottom 

make those at the top very, 
very, very rich.” David said 
he can’t accept because that 
would mean being “bullied 
into accepting inferior terms 
when I know the job I do is 
worth so much more”.

British Gas has said it 
will  sack workers who 
haven’t signed contracts by 
31 March.

Only more strikes will 
force British Gas to bend to 
workers’ demands and defend 
them from future attacks. 
lWorkers’ names have been 
changed

ANTI-RACISM

Solidarity call after racist 
attack in Southampton 
ANTI-RACISTS ARE calling 
for active solidarity after 
a university lecturer was 
subjected to a violent, racist 
attack while out jogging.

Chinese national Peng 
Wang said four white men 
shouted at him to “go 
home” in Southampton 
on Tuesday of last week.

He said he needed 
treatment for facial and 
elbow injuries after they 
punched and kicked him 
to the ground, leaving 
him with a bloody 
nose and mouth.

Police said a man 
had been arrested on 
suspicion of racially 
aggravated assault.

He was later released 
but remains under 
investigation.

Peng Wang has lived in 
the city for six years and 
teaches at the University 
of Southampton.

He said he had seen 
racism against Asian 
people increase after 
former US president 
Donald Trump used the 
phrase “the Chinese virus” 
to describe Covid-19.

He said if the “hostile 
environment” did not 
improve he would bring 
plans forward to move his 
family back to China.

Southampton Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR) and 
the Chinese Association of 
Southampton held an online 
rally on Monday to show 
solidarity with Peng Wang.

SUTR said the meeting 
was “to make a collective 
statement that racist 
attacks will not be tolerated 
in Southampton. 

“We are the anti-racist 
majority and we will 
stand up to racism.”
lFor details of Southampton 
SUTR go to bit.ly/SotonSUTR 

DETERMINED STRIKERS in North Wales                                        Picture: @BroGoronwyFc on twitter

Don’t delay 
pay struggle
THE THREE main local 
government unions last 
week called on employers 
in England to speed up 
the pay offer process. 

The Unison GMB and 
Unite unions, which between 
them represent some  
1.4 million council and 
school workers, have called 
for a substantial increase to 
redress a decade of cuts. 

But they have been told 
a 2021-22 rise will not even 
be considered until after the 
local elections on 6 May. 

This is despite staff 
being due a wage 
increase from 1 April.   

 Winning a pay rise that 
begins to redress years 
of below-inflation deals 
will take a major fight.

Unions should be 
preparing their members for 
strikes now, and demanding 
that Labour council leaders 
give their full backing.

Unions should make this 
a central election issue.

Strikes at 
naval base
WORKERS ARE set to strike 
at the Coulport and Faslane 
naval bases on the Clyde 
from 12 March.

Around 1,000 Unite union 
members voted by  
95 percent in support of 
strikes on an a 65 percent  
turnout across the three 
different entities at the base. 

These are Babcock 
Industrial, Babcock Non-
Industrial and ISS Facility 
Services. 

The strikes will be 
held in conjunction with a 
continuous ban on special 
call outs and a ban on all 
overtime. 

The dispute is over pay 
and bargaining rights. 

The “industrial” workforce 
has strongly rejected a pay 
offer of 1.1 percent for 2020. 

For the non-industrial 
workforce, a pay settlement 
was imposed on Unite’s 
members without any 
involvement or consultation 
from the trade union.

Battle at BT Openreach 
ENGINEERS AT telecoms 
giant BT were set to continue 
strikes this week from 
Wednesday to Friday.

It is their first strike in  
34 years.

Some 170 highly skilled 
engineers working for 
Openreach struck for 
two days last week.

The CWU union members 
are fighting an attack on 
pay and conditions.

Openreach bosses want 
to shift the engineers onto 
a managerial grade—with 
worse pay and conditions 
for new starters and without 
union recognition.

Graham Colk, the 
CWU’s Openreach regional 
coordinator for Wales and 
the Marches, told Socialist 
Worker, “The industrial 
action has been driven by 
the workers themselves.”

He added the workers 
had “solidarity all the way 
through” with a “virtual 
picket line” of up to 130 
people last Wednesday 
morning. And over 400 
attended an online 
rally that evening.

Graham said Openreach 

managers “think trade 
unions cannot respond when 
Covid is at its height. We’re 
proving them wrong”.

In contrast to the 
solidarity, the CWU said 
workers had faced “tacit 
intimidation” from managers.

One CWU member on 
a picket line in Newport, 
Wales, told Socialist Worker 
that a manager and security 
guard stood watching 
them, taking pictures. 

On Wednesday’s 
virtual picket line, CWU 
member Ian Wilson said 
managers’ attitude had 
only made workers more 
determined. “Everyone’s 
come together over the last 
few months,” he said. 

The action is the first 
strike by BT engineers 
since 1987—and by any 
workers at BT since 1999.

They are fighting against 
management plans to bring 
in new contracts that would 
mean lower salaries, topped 
up by a bonus based partly 
on money the workers 
make for the company.
lLonger online at  
bit.ly/BT030321

A new fight in construction
THE FIRST shots have been 
fired in a new battle by 
electricians.

Wednesday of last week 
saw protests in London, 
Glasgow, the North East and 
the North West of England 
against attempts to deskill 
the construction industry. 

In London workers 
occupied the offices of 
energy multinational EDF.

EDF and its partners 
are building the Hinkley 
C nuclear power plant in 
Somerset. 

Firms there have created 
new installer grades to 
undercut industry terms and 
conditions.

The plan is to run short 
courses for electricians on 
how to install containment or 
cabling.

A series of online meetings 
of the Unite union electrical 
and mechanical combine 
(EMC) and the electricians’ 
rank and file group have 
escalated the campaign.

The result of the pressure 
is that Unite has come out 
against the new grades.

It announced last week that 
as a result of this pressure “all 
training in this area has been 
postponed until the problem 
has been resolved”.

Hinkley Point C is due to 
open in June 2026—a year 
late and so far at a cost of 
£23 billion, some £5 billion 
over budget.

The dispute has echoes 
of the electricians’ Besna 
dispute in 2011. 

Originally eight companies 
had planned to impose a 
new agreement and grade on 
workers to undercut wages 
and organisation.

That saw an escalating 
campaign of direct action on 
construction sites. 

Electricians protested, 
occupied and struck 
unofficially for six months.

The largest company 
involved, Balfour Beatty, gave 
in following that pressure and 
the threat of an official strike.

A similar level of militancy 
may be needed to push back 
the bosses’ latest attempt to 
attack construction workers.
Simon Basketter

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CLYDE

CONSTRUCTION

TELECOMS

Taking the message to the bosses last week               Picture: Guy Smallman
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 MANCHESTER BUSES
 ON ALL-OUT STRIKE  
by SAM ORD

OVER 400 bus drivers in 
Manchester began an all‑out 
strike on Sunday.

The Unite union members 
are fighting against Go North 
West bosses’ plans to fire 
and rehire them on inferior 
 contracts.

Over 100 people joined a 
lively picket line on the first 
day of the strike. Other trade 
unionists and campaigners, 
including a group of local 
NHS workers, showed their 
solidarity with chants, horns 
and whistles.

Bosses’ proposals would 
slash 10 percent of the 
workforce and leave drivers 
£2,500 worse off each year.

Neil Clark, Unite regional 
officer, said bosses are push-
ing fire and rehire because 
the “credibility behind the 
rationale for the changes 
has been totally dismantled 
during the negotiations”.

“That’s why management 
has withdrawn from the 
negotiations,” he told Social-
ist Worker. “This is about a 
power grab to control the 
destiny of the drivers, making 
them work flexibly to suit the 
company.

“They want to diminish the 

driver’s conditions including 
sick pay, in the second-worst 
industry for Covid-19 infec-
tions. These are key workers 
who have been out on the 
front line, working for their 
communities.

“Their reward is fire and 
rehire. It’s the most awful act 
of industrial violence that I’ve 
ever seen.”

The bosses’ plan would 
destroy the existing sick pay 
policy, forcing drivers to 

work when they should be 
self-isolating.

The strike will continue to 
disrupt 30 Go North West ser-
vices across the region. 

Karen Reissman, a local 
NHS worker who visited 

the picket line told Social-
ist Worker, “they, like us, 
have been on the front line. 
We know if the employers 
get away with it here it will 
become normal for all work-
ers including the NHS.

“My union branch has 
always believed in solidarity. 
We’ve always received such 
fantastic solidarity and know 
how much this helps build 
our confidence to fight.

“Four workers from my 
branch came to the picket, 
and loved it. We have agreed 
to donate £500 a month as 
long as they are on strike.”

Go North West  workers 
 previously voted by 82  percent 
to strike on a 77 percent 
 turnout.

Unite regional secretary 
Ritchie James said, “This 
underlines the anger of our 
members. They are being 
forced by Go North West to 
choose between their jobs 
and huge cuts in their pay 
and conditions.”

He slammed bosses “cyni-
cally trying to use the Covid-
19 pandemic as cover to fire 
and rehire workers and slash-
ing their pay and conditions”.

The determination of the 
bus drivers is an inspiration 
to all workers fighting against 
bosses’ attempts to make 
them pay for the Covid-19 
crisis. There must be no going 
back until the bus companies 
have withdrawn attacks. 
Messages of solidarity to Unite_
NorthWest on Twitter and sign 
the petition bit.ly/busfirerehire

HUNDREDS OF strikers and supporters helped picket at the Queens Road bus garage in Manchester this week

‘Our health is not considered by bosses,’ says striking London bus driver
LONDON BUS drivers 
launched powerful strikes 
over pay and conditions 
last week and were set 
to hold action further 
action this Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday.

Some 2,200 workers 
in the Unite union 
walked out last Monday 
in three branches of the 
outsourced bus operating 
company RATP—London 
United, Quality Line and 
London Sovereign.

The workers reduced 
bus services from 
the depots in west 
and south London. 
Managers operated 
buses in an attempt to 
maintain the service. 

Alan, a Unite rep at 
Fulwell, told Socialist 

Worker, “our pay is 
being taken away from 
us and I don’t know 
why they’d do that at 
this particular time. 

“Most of us have 
been working full time 
throughout the pandemic. 
We’ve lost a few friends 
and had people in 
this garage get very ill 
with coronavirus. 

“The company doesn’t 
respect that, in fact, they 
are punishing us. The new 
contract will take away 
our daily allowance“

They know it’s a service 
run by people, but they 
say that it’s actually 
a business and that’s 
where the problem lies. 

“The health of 
the workers isn’t 

considered, it’s just a 
business decision.

“Meanwhile the bosses 
have been given big 
bonuses and rewarded 
their shareholders” 
added Alan. 

Workers at London 
United face wage cuts of 
£2,500 a year which will 
reduce wages to 2015 
levels if the proposed 
contract is introduced.

Quality Line drivers 
currently earn £2.50 
per hour less than other 
RATP branches. The 
new contracts will see a 
measly pay increase of 
seven pence an hour.

London Sovereign 
workers say that the 
proposed pay increase 
of just 0.75 percent 

isn’t good enough. This 
increase is much lower 
than what’s been offered 
by other operators.

Unite added that 
bosses have also 
threatened drivers with 
zero-hour contracts.

Another driver in 
north west London, told 
Socialist Worker, “being 
up against the virus 
has been challenging 
for everyone.

There’s the physical 
health side of it but, 
also not being able to 
have job security in a 
challenging time affects 
our mental health.”

There must be no 
return until all the 
attacks are defeated and 
strikes should escalate.There was a confident mood on bus picket lines in London too
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