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Myanmar’s rulers 
unleash bloodiest 
weekend yet
SOLDIERS AND police 
set about slaughtering 
more than 100 people in 
Myanmar last Saturday.

Some of the dead were 
young protesters. Others were 
bystanders or people in their 
homes. 

The brutality is a sign of 
the regime’s desperation 
following a wave of strikes. 
>>Page 8

ECONOMICS

Capitalism---is 
it more than just 
greedy bosses?
BORIS JOHNSON says 
greed has produced 
coronavirus vaccines.

The drive to make as 
much money as possible is 
about the system, not just 
about greedy individuals. 

And while this creates 
huge potential, it limits 
progress and causes crises 
because profit comes first.
>>Pages 14&15

SCOTLAND

Alex Salmond’s 
new party provides 
nothing positive
FORMER SCOTTISH National 
Party (SNP) leader Alex 
Salmond has launched a 
new party, the Alba Party. 

It could pick up voters 
disgruntled with the SNP. 
But any socialist who follows 
Salmond’s lead is going down 
a nationalist dead end.
>>Page 6P
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 ‘This bill affects all oppressed people’
MANY TOWNS and cities saw 
protests last weekend.

Richard, a socialist in 
Nottingham, reported, “Around 
1,000 people gathered, with 
Extinction Rebellion supporters 
prominent, for a Reclaim our 
Streets and Kill the Bill Protest.

“It was good to see a Unison 
union banner there.”

Around 1,000 people took 
to the streets in Brighton. They 
chanted, “Shame on you,” as they 
marched past the police station.

Over 500 protesters in 
Manchester gathered in St Peter’s 
Square. They marched to the 
police station and took the 
knee for 8 minutes 46 seconds 
in silence at the George Floyd 
memorial.

This is the same length of time 
cop Derrick Chauvin knelt on 
Floyd’s neck.

Protesters blocked the streets 
with sit-ins and brought trams 
to a halt. Striking bus workers 
joined the demonstration.

Protester Sky said the crowd 
was anti-capitalist, radical and 
angry. “The crowd was diverse 
because this bill affects all 
oppressed or working class 
people,” they said.

“I think if it wasn’t for Bristol 
the numbers we’re seeing in 
Manchester wouldn’t be so high. 
It’s a sign of solidarity.

“The police aren’t going to 
protect us, so we have been 
protecting each other.”

Police intimidated marchers 
by turning up in large numbers 
with vans. Cops dragged people 
off the tram lines and started 
making arrests.

In Cambridge around 100 
people gathered outside the 
police station to join the 
movement against the bill.

The angry crowd included 
Extinction Rebellion and Disabled 
People Against the Cuts.

In Portsmouth over 250 
protesters gathered to resist the 
bill. Crowds in Norwich held 
placards reading, “Killing protest 
kills democracy.”

PROTESTS 
SPREAD 
ACROSS 
BRITAIN
Fury at the Tory police bill and 
violent cops means thousands of 
people have joined demonstrations
THOUSANDS OF people took to 
the streets of towns and cities 
across Britain on Saturday after 
riot police attacked protesters in 
Bristol the night before. 

Young, angry marchers had come 
out in Bristol on Friday over the 
Tories’ protest-smashing police bill. 
It was a show of defiance against 
police violence, which has broken 
up other Kill the Bill protests in the 
city (see right).

Charlie, one of the protesters, told 
Socialist Worker the police were 
“trying to intimidate the crowd” on 
Friday. “When we arrived there were 
already riot police with  helmets and 
batons,” he said.

“It felt like they were trying 
to get revenge and reassert their 
authority.”

Repression
The crowd started to disperse 
after dark when the police tried to 
arrest people, but it was met with 
heavy-handed repression.

Yet the state and press has tried 
to blame protesters for the violent 
scenes.

Tory prime minister Boris 
Johnson condemned the violence 

as “disgraceful” and described the 
scenes as a “mob intent on violence”.

But the cops were the mob intent 
on violence. Avon and Somerset 
police had claimed after last Sunday’s 
protest that officers suffered broken 
bones. This turned out to be a lie.

“After Sunday all the media sided 
with police,” Charlie said. “They’ve 
stuck with backing the police. Those 
that have been injured by police 
don’t get any recognition.

“I’ve seen so many people talking 
on social media about how they’ve 
been assaulted by police.

“The police are trying to show 
they are dominant and in control. 
They do that by being violent to 
peaceful protesters.” 

On Friday night people chanted, 
“Whose streets? Our streets.”

“It’s about reclaiming the streets 
from the police,” Charlie said. “We 
have a lot of reason to be scared 
late at night because of the police— 
especially when they are out in riot 
gear stamping their authority.

“As the crowds get smaller and 
it gets dark people get their heads 
smacked, even those sitting with 
their hands in the air.”

On Saturday around 2,000 

protesters marched in Sheffield. 
P ro tes te r  Pa t r i ck  sa id  the 
demonstration was “spontaneous 
and the creativity was huge”.

“We marched to the police station 
in town and did a sit down protest,” 
he told Socialist Worker. The crowd 
shouted, ‘Acab,’ and, ‘No comment,’ 
when police tried to find out what 
was happening. It was electric and 
really powerful.”

Patrick thinks a year of lockdown 

and Tory failures contributed to the 
protest’s success.  “We’ve had a year 
of absolute brutality from the gov-
ernment,” he said. “It’s backed the 
bosses and the rich, and people have 
felt so isolated and downtrodden.

“Now protest, the one thing we 
have, they are trying to take away 
from us. But there are so many new 
faces out on the protests.

“The bill has set fire to an anger 
that has been there for a while.”

 THOUSANDS JOINED a Kill the Bill protest in Sheffield                                                                                                  Picture: Neil terry

 

 ‘It reminds me of the miners’ strike,’ says ex chief
EVEN TOP cops are worried 
about the new Tory police bill. 
Not because they want to defend 
ordinary people’s rights, but 
because they fear it will mean more 
trouble for them.

Michael Barton, former chief 
constable of Durham, said that 
the new laws would move Britain 
dangerously towards “paramilitary 
policing”. 

Barton complained that the 

Tories are “flexing their muscles via 
their police forces” like “repressive 
regimes” across the world.

Under the bill, police would be 
able to stop protests deemed to 
be causing a “public nuisance” or 
“serious inconvenience”.

Barton worries this will cause 
a headache for the cops. “Police 
chiefs will be seen as the arbiters of 
what is and is not allowed when it 
comes to protest,” he said.

And he fears it will turn even 
more people against the cops.

Sir Peter Fahy, former chief 
constable of Greater Manchester 
Police, also opposes elements of 
the bill.

He said it is a “politically driven” 
bill that is a “reaction to Extinction 
Rebellion and Black Lives Matter”.

“It reminds me of the miners’ 
strike when policing was mobilised 
for a political reason,” he said.

The police are never on our side 
and their role is to protect those at 
the top of society. They don’t need a 
new bill in order to do that.

What they fear is that the new bill 
will make their repressive role more 
obvious.

Many Tories also oppose parts of 
the bill. Divisions at the top reflect 
the Tories’ weakness. Ordinary 
people should exploit this and ramp 
up actions against the bill.

CAPTION GOES

‘‘THE THINGS 
THEY SAY
‘The police have my 
full support.’
Tory prime minister Boris Johnson 
after cops attacked Bristol protesters

‘Criminal minority’
How home secretary Priti Patel 
describes the protesters

‘Thugs intent on 
causing trouble’
Patel continues

‘Exceptional 
patience’
What Superintendent Runacres said 
cops had shown in Bristol

‘At times reasonable 
force had to be used’
Runacres continues

‘We have a duty to 
protect people’
Runacres following cops hitting 
protesters with shields and batons

‘Two were taken 
to hospital after 
suffering broken 
bones’
What Avon and Somerset police said 
on Monday had happened to cops in 
Bristol, following Sunday’s protest

‘Neither were found 
to have suffered 
broken bones’
What Avon and Somerset police 
admitted on Wednesday

‘A punctured lung’
What Avon and Somerset police 
said one cop had following Sunday’s 
protests—which was also incorrect
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 Media lies back up the police
SCENES OF cops battering 
peaceful protesters expose the lie 
that police have been faced with 
“violent” demonstrators. 

Yet that doesn’t stop the 
mainstream media continuing 
to peddle it. And it isn’t just the 
likes of the Daily Mail that are 
downplaying the cops’ crimes.

The liberal Guardian 
newspaper reported on Tuesday’s 
events in Bristol with reams of 
words from cops complaining 
they feel “under siege”. 

It went on to quote several 
officers and cop representatives, 
including the chair of the Police 
Federation of England and Wales.  

Not one protester was quoted. 
Not one mention was made of 
the violence protesters faced.

The paper later published 
an article with the headline, 
“Police under fire for ‘assault’ of 
journalist at Bristol protest.”

It said a Daily Mirror journalist 

had shown video footage “that 
appeared to show police pushing 
him and hitting him with a 
baton”.

But the footage didn’t “appear” 
to show cops’ violence—it did 
show cops’ violence.

Meanwhile the Independent 
ran an editorial titled, 
“Individuals on both sides should 
be condemned for their actions 
in the Bristol riots.”

The Tory police bill is an attack 
on the right to protest. It will 
make life harder for Travellers 
and give the cops even more 
powers to harass vulnerable 
people.  

It is fantastic that rage against 
the bill has exploded onto the 
streets. 

We should take no lectures 
from the Tories, the cops and 
their friends in the media on 
“violence”. Instead we should 
keep fighting to kill the bill.  

Cops in Bristol—is this an assault or an ‘assault’?

Protesters in Manchester last weekend     Picture: Mark kraNtz

Write to
Socialist Worker
PO Box 74955
London
E16 9EJ

Cops attack 
Bristol demo 
for Travellers
RIOT COPS attacked a peaceful 
protest on College Green in the 
centre of Bristol last Tuesday 
evening. It came after police 
violence against protesters two 
days earlier.  

Travellers and people who 
live in vans in Bristol had set up 
camp on Tuesday in protest at 
the Tories’ new police bill. People 
joined the protest to defend the 
rights of Travellers, Roma and 
Gypsies.  

One woman told local 
journalist Adam Cantwell-Corn 
that she was there “to protest the 
anti-Trespass laws that are being 
proposed”.  

“These laws are criminalising 
a nomadic lifestyle,” she said. “It 
means they can seize people’s 
homes. It makes it almost 
impossible to live a travelling 
lifestyle and criminalises the 
homeless.”  

She said cops “crashed” onto 
her with riot shields while she 
was sitting down and that she told 
them she couldn’t breathe. “They 
didn’t listen,” she said. “They just 
carried on.”  

Adam said that police 
threatened journalists trying to 
report on the protest. “Press card 
fully on show,” he tweeted. “Just 
got threatened with dogs and 
force by an officer despite telling 
him we are journalists.”

Dog
The cops bragged that they used 
“specialist police dog units, 
horses, the National Police Air 
Service and a police drone unit” to 
target protesters.  

Police were filmed using dogs 
on protesters, shoving people with 
riot shields and punching people. 
Bristol Live reported, “One police 
officer was seen repeatedly 
punching one sitting protester 
before grabbing and yanking his 
hair, using his hair to pull him 
back through police lines.”  

One protester said police were 
“abusing their power and being 
violent”. “People were angry 
because police were riling them 
up,” she added.  

Over 200 cops destroyed the 
protest camp, ripping down 
banners and tents. Protesters sat 
on the grass chanting, “Peaceful 
protest.” 

Cops used riot shields to force 
them to move closer to each 
other, trapping them against the 
wall of Bristol Cathedral.  

Cops on horses repeatedly 
charged protesters to force them 
away from the area.  

Many people had left flowers 
to remember Sarah Everard, who 
was murdered earlier this month 
allegedly by a police officer. Cops 
walked over the memorial.  

Protesters defied police attacks 
and remained on the streets into 
the early hours of Wednesday 
morning. Some laid a row of 
daffodils at the feet of a line of 
riot cops. Riot police charged over 
them.  

3KILL THE BILL2

Join actions 
to kill the bill
CAMPAIGNERS HAVE called 
for a national weekend of 
action to “kill the bill”.

Activists from Extinction 
Rebellion, Black Lives Matter 
and others have united to form 
Kill the Bill.

A national day of action in 
London and other cities will 
see a protest on Saturday 
3 April at 1pm. Protests are 
also planned for Friday 2 April 
at 5pm.

Organisers are encouraging 
people across the country to 
call protests too. They say 
protests have already forced 
the Tories to retreat but that 
“the fight isn’t over”. 

“It is vital that we keep up 
the pressure,” said the group.

More protests are planned 
on 8 April, International 
Romani Day, to highlight 
the threat the bill poses to 
Gypsies, Roma and Travellers.

Everyone should join the 
protests.
Search #Killthebill on Twitter for 
updates and more information
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Key issues 
in the fight 
against the 
police bill
With protests growing around 
Britain, Isabel Ringrose looks at 
what’s at stake—and what we can do

Who is involved 
with the protests?
The protests bring together a 
broad range of activists who are 
targets for the bill and know that 
defending the right to protest is 
vital against the attacks to come.

The movement started in 
defence of women’s rights after the 
death of Sarah Everard. 

Feminist groups such as 
Sisters Uncut called for action 
on the streets. And other groups 
across Britain called similar 
demonstrations.

The timing of the outcry over 
Sarah Everard’s murder coincided 
with the second reading of the 
Tories’ policing bill—and so the 
movements fused.

Anger at how the police reacted 
generated more outrage—both 
because Sarah Everard’s alleged 
killer is a cop and because the bill 
gives police powers to crackdown 
on protests and attack minorities.  

Defending the right to protest 
and protecting minorities who are 
already victims of police violence 
opened up questions about the role 
of the police and the state.

Kill the Bill 
took to the 
streets not only 
against systematic 
sexism—an idea 
that was becoming 
the focus of the 
protests—but to 
link with other 
groups also 
affected by the 
bill.

The climate movement, the anti-
racist movement—including Gypsy 
and Travellers—and Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) are now frequently 
on the streets together.

Snide comments about “middle 
class protest” from some people 
miss out the way that young 
workers, students and others have 
been hit hard by job cuts and 
poverty during the pandemic. 

What’s happening 

with the bill?
New laws go through various 
stages in parliament that 
generally take months to 
complete.

A key stage is the second 
reading where MPs vote on a 
measure. It is generally seen as 
the crucial vote on the general 
principles of a bill.

The police bill passed its 
second reading on 16 March by 
359 votes to 263.

Labour had been intending to 
abstain on it. But it was pushed 
to vote against following the 
police attack on the vigil for 
Sarah Everard in Clapham and 
the protests that followed.

The bill now goes to the 
committee stage, where there is a 
close examination of each clause.

Once the committee stage is 
finished, the bill returns to the 
Commons for its report stage, 
where the amended bill can 
be debated and amendments 
proposed.

As of Monday this week there 
were only two amendments to 
the bill. 

Both were for a group of 
Labour, Tory and Green MPs 
proposing extra offences which 
could be added.

They claim to give women 
more protection against sexual 
harassment. But they also give 
the police more powers. 

Many more amendments will 
certainly be proposed.

There is then a final vote for 
the bill’s third reading. This is 
expected in June or July.

All of these parliamentary 
events will offer opportunities for 
protests.

There may be changes to some 
elements of the bill. 

But the bill must be opposed 
and defeated as a whole, not 
with just some of its most 
outrageous elements weakened.

And that won’t come through 
parliament where the Tories have 
a large majority.

The key arena remains in the 

streets.
Why doesn’t Labour 
support the protesters?
A minority of Labour politicians 
have criticised police brutality in 
Bristol.

Left wing Claudia Webbe—
currently suspended as a Labour 
MP—said on Twitter, “Bristol. 
Police brutality is the boot of a 
capitalist state established to keep 
us all in order.”

She added, “There are clear 
acts of police brutality & violence 
targeting journalists & protesters; 
none of this should be ignored. This 
is not policing by consent and falls 
well short of acceptable standards; 
police are acting with impunity, 
this must be condemned.”

Labour MP Apsana Begum said 
that the footage of violence and 
evidence of injuries revealed “the 
extent of totally unacceptable force 
used by the police.”

But leading Labour politicians 
joined in with blaming protesters 
for violence. Shadow home 
secretary Nick Thomas-Symonds 
said, “let me be clear that the 
scenes of violence that we’ve 
seen in Bristol, from a minority of 
protesters are totally and utterly 
unacceptable.

“That shouldn’t be happening 
and they’re not helping the cause, 
the legitimate cause of arguing 

against the protest provisions in the 
policing bill.”

Labour shadow chancellor

ANTI-RACISTS join Manchester police bill protest
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WHAT WE THINKWHAT WE THINK

A YEAR OF  KEIR STARMER, 
A YEAR OF SURRENDER

K
EIR STARMER has spent 
his first year as Labour 
Party leader refusing to 
oppose the Tories—but 
he has shown us what 

he stands for.
It’s not for the right to protest 

without being beaten, arrested and 
fined by the cops.

Starmer would have told Labour 
MPs not to vote against the Tories’ 
plans in the new police bill. It was 
only the widespread outrage after 
Sarah Everard’s murder that pushed 
him to oppose it.

It’s not for workers’ safety in the 
teeth of the coronavirus pandemic.

At pivotal moments Starmer 
broke his support for the 
government to demand plans to 
end lockdown restrictions and 
reopen workplaces. 

He refused to support 
education workers against the 
unsafe opening of schools.

It’s not even for a decent pay 
rise for NHS workers—supposedly 
the centre of Labour’s campaign 
for the local elections in May.

While health union activists 
demand a 15 percent pay rise, 
Starmer’s Labour will only call for 
2.1 percent.

But from the moment he 
became Labour leader, Starmer 

made sure to show what his party 
would stand for. He wants the 
Labour Party to realign with the 
bosses, which pander to what he 
and his advisers believe are the 
right wing views key to winning an 
election.

Starmer has promised a 
“responsible” government, 
“working alongside British 
business.” 

This meant opposing the Tories’ 
plan to raise taxes on the rich.

He has pledged loyalty to the 
police—and will spend more on 
cops, soldiers and nuclear weapons 
and support US wars.

And it’s all done against the 
backdrop of the blood-soaked 
Union Jack—a sop to the racism 

and nationalism they wrongly think 
defines working class people.

Starmer’s job when he took over 
as Labour Party leader was to end 
the era of Corbynism. 

So his appeals to the bosses have 
been accompanied by a war on the 
left.

Yet now, as the Tories still sit 
comfortably in the polls, the Labour 
right want him to go even further 
right.

One anonymous shadow cabinet 
member said Starmer “spent too 
much time over the last year 
trying to appease the hard left on 
one hand and being too cautious 
trying to look like a government in 
waiting.”

The only excuse they can offer 
up for Starmer is to blame his 
failure on Corbyn’s legacy.

The right is still haunted by 
Corbyn. But the left needs to put 
Corbyn behind it too.

Corbyn failed because, inside 
Labour, he was constantly 
undermined by the need to 
appease the right. Now the right 
wants to smash the last fragments 
of Corbynism altogether.

The left has to choose where it 
stands too—not in Labour, but on 
the streets with all those resisting 
the Tories.

TORIES RISK LIVES FOR PROFIT
A MAJOR EASING of 

lockdown restrictions 
took place in England this 

week. People can now meet with 
others from different households 
outdoors. Outdoor sports 
restarted and the “stay at home” 
rule was lifted.  

Many people will be 
understandably relieved. But 
unfortunately, in the hands of the 
Tories, easing restrictions risks 
more lives because they refuse to 
put in place measures to protect us.  

So, their full reopening of 

schools earlier this month has 
already led to a stark rise in 
virus cases (see page 17). Their 
inadequate furlough scheme 
pushes people to continue going 
to work even if it isn’t safe.  

And their weak safety 
laws mean no boss has been 
prosecuted for failing to provide 
personal protective equipment or 
otherwise putting workers at risk.  

Boris Johnson says that we can 
ease restrictions safely if “we” all 
obey the rules. Already the Tories 
plan to blame ordinary people 

when cases inevitably rise.  
Across Europe, third waves of 

the virus are forcing governments 
to impose new restrictions and 
lockdowns. It’s unlikely that Britain, 
one of the hardest-hit countries 
by coronavirus, will be any 
different.  

Scientists predict that a third 
wave of Covid-19 could hit Britain 
in June. It won’t be the fault of 
ordinary people “breaking the 
rules”. It will be the fault of the 
Tories who have put profit above 
people throughout the pandemic.

The right is still 
haunted by Corbyn. 
But the left needs 
to put Corbyn 
behind it too

‘‘ 
Anneliese Dodds said protesters 
should use “other ways of 
expressing whatever dissatisfaction 
they have.” In other words—shut 
up and go home.

Labour is desperate to show that 
it is “responsible”—and that means 
backing cops and talking down 
protests. The party has chosen 
this week to show it is “tough on 
crime,” calling for more convictions 
and powers for police.

In an interview on Sunday 
Thomas-Symonds said, “We need 
more police out there on the streets.”

How do we win?
Protests by ordinary people have 
won all the rights and gains that 
we have—from abortion rights 
to the right to vote to defeat the 
Tories’ poll tax in 1990.

More protests are crucial.
But resistance will be strongest 

if it involves more, organised 
working class people. The threat 
to profit is what forces change. 

A demonstration by 5,000 
people is good. A militant protest 
by 5,000 that takes over the 
streets and refuses to surrender 
to police threats is better. A strike 
by 5,000 workers can be even 
more challenging.

It’s not a matter of setting 
off one form of protest against 
another. We need them all.

So workers should be on the 
demonstrations now and should 
argue for unions to join them.

It was good to see striking bus 
workers on the protest over the 
bill in Manchester last weekend.

Arguing for workers’ 
involvement isn’t about reducing 
the movement to the blandness 
and hesitations of the union 
leaders. It’s about taking the 
radicalism of the movement into 
the workplace and using workers 
power to add to the movement.

In France, some of the most 
militant strikes in 2019-20 
followed the interaction of 
workers and the Yellow Vest 
movement.

Why is the movement a 
‘lightning rod’?

Debates about women’s rights, 
why the police don’t keep anyone 
safe and what the bill means have 

led to rage against the system—and 
those who run it.

Fury at the police for their 
treatment of protesters in Clapham 
Common and Bristol means many 
now understand the role of the 
police and who they protect. The 
bill only looks to encourage this 
violence.

The bill isn’t just about protest 
and the police either. It looks to 
criminalise Gypsy and Travellers 
and extend prison sentences. This 
opens further debates about why 
certain groups are under attack and 
whose purpose it serves.

So the conversation has moved 
on from just being about the bill—
as just one symptom of the Tories’ 
repressive state—to the wider forces.

Fury against the bill is rage at 
the system for the chaos it causes. 
It’s the Tories who are bringing the 
bill in, so it’s the Tories who are a 
focus of the anger on the protests.

The Tories push backwards ideas 
into society to divide us—but it’s 
now clear from their actions that 
the real cause of issues in society 
comes from the top.

And giving the police powers to 
attack protests and minorities is the 
final straw.

The climate movement, women’s 
movement, LGBT+ movement 
and anti-racist movement must 
continue to unite against the 
system.

PROTESTING IN Brighton last week

Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red 
and get the latest news every day. 

For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go 
to socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred
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 Suez crisis driven 
by pursuit of profit
KARL MARX wrote in 1857, “while capital must strive on 
the one hand to tear down every local barrier to traffic, 
i.e. to exchange, and to conquer the whole world as its 
market, it strives, on the other hand, to annihilate space 
by means of time, i.e. to reduce to a minimum the time 
required for the movement (of product) from one place to 
another.”

If you want a contemporary confirmation of this truth, 
you need look no further than the giant Taiwanese-owned 
container ship Ever Given that blocked the Suez Canal.

Marx was writing during what the historian Eric 
Hobsbawm dubbed the Age of Capital. Industrial capitalism 
was creating a world economy to serve it. 

Technological innovations such as railways and 
steamships permitted, as Marx put it, “the production 
of cheap means of transport and communication” as “a 
condition of production based on capital”.

The construction in Egypt during the 1860s of the Suez 
Canal linking Asia to the Red Sea and the Mediterranean was 
part of this process. Britain quickly bought a majority share 
in the Canal and seized control of Egypt in 1882. 

Dominating the Canal helped guarantee the security of 
London’s key colonial possession —India. It also facilitated 
the flow of Indian exports to Europe and America, which 
played a crucial role in balancing Britain’s international 
payments. 

Indian independence in 1947 marked the beginning of 
the end of the British Empire. Tory prime minister Anthony 
Eden’s failure to reverse Egyptian president Gamal Abdel 
Nasser’s 1956 nationalisation of the Suez Canal sounded its 
death knell.

And the Canal has continued to serve global capitalism, 
which still innovates in “the means of transport and 
communication”. 

Superficial commentators sometimes claim that 
globalisation means the “death of geography”. This is 
nonsense. Container ships move goods along global supply 
chains stretching from the new production hubs in Asia to 
the rest of the world. 90 percent of world trade still goes by 
sea.

And more than 12 percent, borne by an average of 50 
ships a day, passes through the Suez Canal. 

Containers
An article by Brendan Greeley, explains what went wrong 
with the Ever Given.  He stresses that “ships have gotten 
big, fast” and that in 2007 “the biggest container ships 
carried 8,000 containers. Some ships are now close to 
25,000 containers. The Ever Given carries just over 20,000 
containers.” 

The ships are getting bigger to cut costs and boost 
profitability. But physical constraints mean that container 
ships can’t keep getting longer but have to become wider and 
stack their cargo higher and higher. Even a layperson can see 
how things might go wrong for such an unwieldy vessel in 
what Greeley calls “basically just a 24 metre deep ditch dug 
in the ground to let the ocean in”.

The radical scholar Laleh Khalili points out in the 
Washington Post that ships started to get bigger in response 
to the blocking of the canal for eight months during the 1956 
Suez crisis and for eight years after Israel’s 1967 war with 
the Arab states. Sending cargoes around the Cape of Good 
Hope at the tip of Africa to reach their markets takes an 
additional three weeks.

So increasing ship sizes cut costs. But now one of these 
mammoth ships has blocked the canal and held up trade 
worth over £7 billion a day. It may be shifted soon, but 
shipping companies have approached the US Navy for 
protection against pirates in the waters off East Africa on the 
way to the Cape.

And the ships don’t run themselves. They depend on 
the labour of 1.6 million seafarers. Marx noted the “means 
of transport and communication” function as “spheres of 
profit-creation, of labour organised by capital”. 

A shipping boss warned last December of “a hidden 
humanitarian crisis” and that “lockdown measures have left 
as many as 400,000 seafarers stranded on their vessels, past 
the expiry of their contracts.” As the pandemic reminded us, 
global capitalism rests on human toil.

ALL UNDER one banner independence protests in 2018

 Alex Salmond’s new party 
provides nothing positive 
by MARK BROWN

FORMER Scottish National 
Party (SNP) leader Alex 
Salmond announced last 
week that he was launching 
a new party, the Alba Party, 
ahead of the Holyrood 
 election in May.

T h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t 
comes after a year of legal 
 arguments and political 
intrigues  following Salmond’s 
acquittal at the High Court 
in Edinburgh on charges of 
attempted rape and sexual 
assault.

D u r i n g  t h e  c o u r t 
 p roceed ings ,  Sa lmond 
 admitted to appalling behav-
iour towards a number of 
women. That should be 
enough for socialists to give 
no support to Alba.

The allegations against 
Salmond drove a wedge 
between him and, his former 
close ally, Scotland’s first 
minister Nicola Sturgeon.

Salmond’s announcement 
comes at a time of growing 
frustration at the SNP’s timid 
approach to independence. 

That discontent has found 
expression in the massive All 
Under One Banner demonstra-
tions and the new grassroots 
organisation Now Scotland.

Current SNP strategy, if a 
pro-independence  majority 
is elected in the Scottish 
Parliament, is to bring forward 
a bill to hold an independ-
ence referendum—indyref2. 

The expectation is that 
this will be refused by Boris 
Johnson’s government and 
the courts.

The SNP remains wedded 
to a constitutional route and 
playing by the rules of the 
British state.

Salmond’s party might 
attract some of the people 
who are disenchanted with 
that position.

But any socialist who 
 follows their lead is going 
down a nationalist dead end.

Salmond shows no sign, 
for example, of differing 
from Sturgeon on the con-
stitutional approach to 
indyref2.

His new party has more 
to do with his own personal 

rivalries with leading figures 
in the SNP than it does with 
any political differences.

One sign of that is Salmond 
calling on his supporters to 
still vote for the SNP in the 
constituency section of the 
election. 

Alba is standing only in 
the list seats where around 
6  percent of the vote is 
enough to win an MSP 
under the  proportional 
 r ep re sen ta t i on  vo t i ng 
system.

The SNP remains wedded 
to a constitutional route and 
playing by the rules of the 
British state. And any radi-
calism that Salmond ever had 
has been left in the past.

Machine
Salmond turned the SNP into 
an electoral machine that 
managed to appear left of 
centre on issues such as the 
abolition of university tuition 
fees.

However, at the same time, 
the party has been absolutely 
committed to  pro-business 
policies. Sturgeon’s strategy 
as first minister has been 
to  continue with Salmond’s 
political model.

The SNP has had an 
easy political ride over the 
last 14 years thanks to the 
 wretchedness of Scottish 
Labour.

Now, however, cracks 
have started to appear in 
what previously seemed like 
a political monolith.

How to win independence
SALMOND’S NEW party 
may not have much 
success. A recent opinion 
poll showed that just 
15 percent of those 
who voted SNP in 2019 
viewed him favourably.

More people who 
voted Tory in 2019 
viewed him favourably.

Beneath the 
differences, both 
Salmond and Sturgeon 
offer the same set of 
neoliberal policies 
and lack of strategy. 
It is crucial that the 

grassroots independence 
movement turns 
outwards and looks to 
mass action from below.

Street protests, 
huge demonstrations, 
civil disobedience and 
building for workers’ 
actions matter more 
than elections and 
SNP manoeuvres.

This is the key to 
forcing the Tories to 
concede indyref2 and 
deliver an independence 
that brings about 
real change.

Alex Salmond

6 NEWS Socialist Worker  31 March 2021



Protests after teacher shows 
racist cartoon to Muslim pupils
Bigots and Islamophobes want to defend the ‘right’ of a teacher to show pupils an offensive 
image of the Prophet Muhammad. But parents are right to be angry, says Isabel Ringrose
A TEACHER at a West Yorkshire 
school has been suspended after 
showing an Islamophobic car-
toon of the Prophet Muhammad 
in a religious studies class.

The picture is believed to have 
been an offensive caricature from 
the French magazine Charlie Hebdo.

Around 35 concerned Muslim 
parents and local residents  protested 
 outside Batley Grammar School on 
Thursday and Friday of last week.

The school has since apolo-
gised, calling the material “totally 
 inappropriate” and announced a 
review of the curriculum.

The teacher has also been 
 suspended pending investigation.

A statement written by parents 
and local Muslim groups said the 
teacher had “failed to appreciate 
that the carton was loaded with 
Islamophobic tropes”.

“Our children should be able to 
go to school without having their 
faith and culture ridiculed, insulted 
and vilified,” it read.

“Our children should be allowed 
to engage with challenging ideas, 
such as blasphemy,  without 
their teachers having to utilise 
Islamophobic material.

“Such material services only serve 
to marginalise Muslim communities 
and spread Islamophobic sentiment.”

Meanwhile Tory ministers and 
the media are using the opportunity 
to attack those rightfully outraged 
by the incident. The Department for 
Education called the protests “com-
pletely unacceptable” and claimed 
staff had been intimidated.

Mohammed Shafiq from the 
Ramadhan Foundation denied 
 violence at the peaceful protests.

He instead feared the incident 
“will be hijacked by those who have 
an interest in perpetuating an image 
of Muslims”.

Alarming
“It is alarming that the Department 
for Education chose to amplify those 
divisions by attacking the  parents 
and pupils,” he added.

Tory housing minister Robert 
Jenrick also spoke out against the 
protests, branding them “not right” 
and “deeply unsettling”.

He said, “This is a country based 
on free speech, and teachers should 
be able to tackle difficult and con-
troversial issues in the classroom 
and issues shouldn’t be censored.”

But there is a big difference 
between ridiculing a religion such as 
the establishment-backed Church of 
England and mocking the beliefs of 
the poor and oppressed.

The cartoons in Charlie Hebdo are 
intended to humiliate people who 
bear the brunt of institutional and 

state racism. The Tories use their 
version of free speech as an excuse 
to offend and scapegoat minorities.

Meanwhile, Muslim children 
are eight times more likely to be 
referred to the Prevent scheme.

This government policy means 
school children can be reported to 
authorities under the guise of mon-
itoring “extremism” just for oppos-
ing Britain’s wars or supporting 
Palestinians.

Stand Up To Racism said, 
“In  educating students we must 
be clear—insulting the Prophet 
Mohammed is not freedom of 
speech, it is racist abuse.”

On other pages...
Schools reopening causes a spike 
in Covid-19 infections>>Page 17

PROTESTERS OUTSIDE Batley Grammar School last week picture:pA

Protests are not bigoted
THE ROW has drawn 
comparison with both the 
Trojan Horse scandal, and 
protests in Birmingham 
over LGBT+ education.

In 2014 a number of 
schools in Birmingham 
were investigated after 
a letter claimed Muslim 
groups were trying to 
radicalise state schools.

No evidence of a plot was 
found. Socialist Worker said at 
the time that “the Trojan Horse 
furore is an Islamophobic 
witchhunt.” The events over 

education in Birmingham 
were different. In 2019 some 
Muslim parents protested 
against lessons on diversity 
as part of Relationships 
and Sex Education.

Socialist Worker sided with 
the oppressed group under 
attack—LGBT+ people—and 
said, “There should be no 
retreat over LGBT+ teaching.”

Those protests were not 
the same as those now in 
Batley, which are against the 
use of plainly Islamophobic 
material in lessons.

BULLYING
Racism and sexism 
reported in schools
RACISM AND sexism are endemic 
in Britain’s schools, new figures 
show. Freedom of Information 
requests sent by the Guardian 
newspaper uncovered over 6,000 
recorded racist incidents in 
Britain’s schools over the past five 
years.  

The real figure will be far higher, 
as schools don’t have to record 
bullying or report racist incidents to 
local authorities. Former children’s 
commissioner for England Anne 
Longfield said the figure “could be 
the tip of the iceberg”.  

Racism has pushed some 
children to switch schools. 
Naomi from Essex said she 
changed schools aged eight due 

to racist bullying. “It was pretty 
consistent—they just wouldn’t 
leave me alone,” she said.  

“I felt like an alien, an outcast.”  
She said she reported the 

bullying to teachers, but “nothing 
was done”.  

A teenage girl from Greater 
Manchester also said she was 
forced to change schools after 
bullies ripped off her hijab and 
pushed her into a road. And a 
teenage boy in Bradford described 
how he was likened to Osama bin 
Laden at school.  

Omie said she suffered racism 
in secondary school with other 
students calling her racist names. 
“What really stands out to me now 
was the school not doing anything 
about it,” she said.  

Students are also speaking 
out about sexual harassment and 
abuse in schools on the website 
everyonesinvited.uk, launched 
by Soma Sara. More than 8,000 
people have posted testimonies 
detailing their experiences on the 
site, launched following the killing 
of Sarah Everard.  

Many said teachers ignored 
abuse and took no action to keep 
students safe.
Sadie Robinson

‘Tip of the iceberg’—Anne Longfield

7NEWS Socialist Worker  31 March 2021



Scotland’s NHS workers deserve 
more than a 4 percent pay rise
The battle for greater NHS pay will 
require building for serious action 
now, argues Yuri Prasad
THE SCOTTISH government’s 
offer last week to increase NHS 
pay by 4 percent has been 
met with fury by many health 
workers.

“It’s a complete and utter insult,” 
said Pauline Brady, a mental health 
nurse from the West of Scotland.

“This offer works out as an 
extra £14 a week for me,” she told 
Socialist Worker. “That doesn’t 
even cover the increases in my 
household bills.”

So far, Scottish health workers 
have mixed feelings about how to 
respond.

“Some people are simply saying, 
‘jog on’, this award is part of a politi-
cal game before the coming Scottish 
elections,” said Pauline, who is also 
a rep for the GMB union. “And lots 
of people say they’re still prepared 
to strike.

“But there is a hesitancy among 
some nurses. We’re often told to be 
grateful for doing the job we love—
we do it because we care. It’s true 
we care, but we’ve got to make a 
living too.”

Sugested
The offer, although higher than 
the 1 percent suggested by Boris 
Johnson’s government for English 
NHS workers, falls short of the 
unions’ pay claim.

Unison is demanding a rise of 
“at least” £2,000 a year, while 
the nurses’ RCN union wants 12.5 
percent.

So it’s likely that some union 
leaders will reject the offer.

But already the Unite union has 
said it will put the deal out to ballot 
among the membership.

Some union leaders are enthu-
siastic about the Scottish offer. 
Unison head of health Sara Gorton 

said, “This shows where there’s a 
political will there’s most definitely 
a way.

“Valuing health staff and invest-
ing in the NHS is a political choice. 

“One that Boris Johnson and 
Rishi Sunak are choosing not to 
make.”

The response from both Unite 
and Unison suggest that the 
Scottish government offer is the 
best that can be got.

But that’s nonsense. 
The mood to strike has spread 

across the NHS.
Most health workers are clear 

that the way to solve the staffing 
crisis and improve patient care is 
to raise pay.

“We are worth far more,” said 
Pauline. “But if we don’t fight, 
we’ll never know how much more 
we could get.”

On other pages...
Alex Salmond’s new party offers 
nothing positive >>Page 6

UNIONS SHOULD not back off from their demands Picture:  Guy Smallman

 Tories’ takeover of Liverpool council  
 follows the imposition of the market
THE TORY government has sent 
a team of bureaucrats to impose 
its will on the Labour-controlled 
Liverpool City Council.

Tory minister Robert Jenrick 
used allegations of corruption 
involving former Liverpool mayor 
Joe Anderson to stage the partial 
takeover on Wednesday last week.

Jenrick stopped short of the 
complete takeover that had been 
threatened in the Tory-supporting 
Telegraph newspaper ahead of 
the announcement. But his team 
of commissioners—in place for 
at least three years—are on a 
mission to reinforce a regime of 
privatisation and marketisation.

An investigation into allegations 
of corruption at Liverpool council, 
commissioned by Jenrick, criticised 
the way the council granted some 
contracts.

It said that Anderson insisted on 
awarding contracts to Liverpool-

based firms. It highlights a 
decision to award a health and 
safety contract to a firm owned by 
Anderson’s son, David.

David Anderson has called the 
report “factually incorrect” and 
“slanderous”.

The report has been held up as a 
damning indictment in the running 
of the Liverpool council.

But it really shows the grubby 
reality of opening up council 
services to commercial interests 
and the market. Under laws 
imposed by Tory and Labour 
governments, councils are required 
to give private companies the 
chance to bid for council contracts.

This outsourcing means that 
services are stripped from public 
control and put into the hands 
of unaccountable and unelected 
companies, under the guise of 
“partnership” with the council.

This culture of competition, 

marketisation and “partnership” is 
a recipe for corruption and dodgy 
dealing.

Yet the report touts reopening 
council services to competition 
as a solution. It complains that 
Anderson’s insistence on choosing 
Liverpool-based companies was “at 
worst, an attempt to stifle healthy 
competition in tender processes”.

It already has Liverpool’s 
street cleaning services in its 
sights. These were run by private 
contractor Amey until 2018 when 
the council set up its own company 
to buy the service back.

The government’s inspection 
report complains that since then 
the service has made a loss and is 
not operating “as a company”.

It recommends that all services 
run by council-owned companies 
are reviewed and opened back up 
to the market.
Nick Clark

BACK STORY
On 25 March the Scottish 
government offered NHS staff a 
4 percent pay rise
lThis follows the British 
government recommending a  
1 percent increase
lUnions and activists demand  
a pay increase of up to 
15 percent
lUnion leaders face pressure to 
accept an offer lower than their 
demands
lWorkers organised for a day of 
action on pay on Thursday 
 1 April

Fight needed in England too
THE SCOTTISH government’s 
offer of a 4 percent pay rise to 
health workers threatens all 
NHS staff.

Unions representing workers 
in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland could abandon their 
original demands and instead 
use Scotland as a benchmark.

The NHS Pay Review Body 
will make its recommendation 
in June. They’ll possibly say a 
rise of 1 percent isn’t enough 
and instead suggest a slightly 
higher figure.

Some unions will say, even 
though the offer isn’t sufficient, 
it’ll still be put to a ballot.

That would send a message 
that the union isn’t serious 
about fighting.

The best way of resisting that 
process is to take action now, 
not to wait until June.

The Unison union planned 
a day of action this Thursday. 
But it has done nothing to build 
it. Some workers planned to 
agitate and raise the issue of 
strikes.
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Fight for an anti-racist Pride protest
THE ADVISORY board of 
Pride in London Community 
(PiL) all resigned earlier this 
month. They said they were 
pushed out by a culture of 
racism and bullying in the 
organisation. 

This group resignation 
follows after their most 
senior black volunteer 
resigned over concerns of 
racism. 

It’s not the first time PiL 
has been criticised for 
racism. 

PiL also took the decision 
to allow the Met Police on 
the event despite calls to 
remove them at the height 
of the Black Lives Matter 
protests last year.

Pride in London has 

turned its back on its roots. 
Born from a riot led by 
black LGBT+ activists, 
Pride has been co-opted by 
corporations. 

Pride has been a great 
marketing opportunity for 
companies to look like they 
care about LGBT+ 
oppression. 

They slap a rainbow flag 
on everything for one 

month and harvest the 
profits. PiL’s fall from grace 
can be seen as 
disheartening for some but 
there’s also hope.

This should be a new call 
for people to organise in 
alternative ways to make 
Pride everywhere a protest 
once again.

Claudia Merlo 
Tower Hamlets 
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New low for 
Galloway 
SOCIALISTS HERE in 
Scotland have watched 
the unionist election 
campaign of George 
Galloway with increasing 
dismay.

Galloway sunk to 
a new low last week, 
however, when he 
Tweeted to SNP cabinet 
minister Humza Yousaf, 
“You’re not more 
Scottish than me. You’re 
not a Celt like me”.

His comments should 
be condemned by every 
socialist.

Mark Brown
Glasgow 

Unemployment 
is a misery 
I AM currently out of 
work due to being sacked 
after being victimised by 
management. 

I applied to work as a 
food delivery driver for 
Tesco. But I was told that 
more than 170 people 
had applied for the same 
role. 

It’s important for 
people to know how 
desperate so many of 
us are. 

Carlos 
East London 

Harsh jail terms 
don’t end sexism
AFTER READING the 
article Could Longer 
Sentences Protect 
Women? (Socialist 
Worker, 24 March) I don’t 
think people who rape 
think about potential 
prison sentences. 

It’s got nothing to do 
with punishment.

It’s got everything to 
do with the mentality 
that the system 
propagates.

Owen Eccles 
On Facebook 

lLONGER sentences 
would be nice but it’s 

just not a deterrent. It’s 
people attitudes towards 
women who are raped 
that is the real problem. 

Ellie Hanson 
On Facebook 

Bosses fear 
resistance 
I’VE READ Socialist 
Worker’s coverage of the 
Shrewsbury 24 case. 

It is clear this is what 
we face in capitalism. 

Bosses will use 
fear, intimidation and 
violence to further their 
greed, and when we 
push back they throw us 
in prison.

John
On Twitter

Just a 
thought...Anti-Asian 

racism is  
not new
IT WAS shocking to hear 
about the mass shootings in 
Atlanta, Georgia, which 
killed eight people, 
including six Asian women. 

There has been a surge in 
anti-Asian hate crimes 
across the United States 
since the outbreak of 
coronavirus last year. 

Recent protests in the US 
and Canada have demanded 
justice. But many have 
pointed out that anti-Asian 
racism in the US is not new.

The Chinese Exclusion 
Act of 1882 was the first 
and only ever US federal 
law to explicitly prohibit 
immigration for a specific 
nationality. 

And during the Second 
World War 100,000 
Japanese Americans were 
subjected to brutal 
treatment in internment 
camps. This happened even 
as Japanese Americans 
fought and died for the US.

Atlanta suspect Robert 
Aaron Long says he 
targeted the Asian massage 
parlours to “eliminate” 
“temptation”—an example 
of the violent misogyny 
directed towards Asian 
women. 

President Joe Biden’s 
attacks on migrants have 
shattered hopes that he will 
move away from the racism 
of the Trump era. 

But Black Lives Matter 
protests over the last year 
have demonstrated the 
power of mass movements 
in challenging the racist 
system. 

We must stand in 
solidarity with the Asian 
community and take to the 
streets against all forms of 
racism.

Ruby James 
East London 

Boris Johnson’s rule 
change lets father holiday
DOES LOCKDOWN have 
you dreaming of escaping 
abroad? Do you spend 
your workdays fantasising 
about breaking your 
routine with a trip 
overseas? Well now you’ll 
need foreign property to 
do so. 

The “Stanley Johnson 
Clause”—part of the new 
coronavirus regulations—
allows travel abroad for 
the “purchase, sale, 
letting or renting of 
residential property”. 

The name comes from 
the father of Boris 
Johnson, who was 
criticised for visiting his 

property in Greece only to 
say that he was making it 
“Covid-safe.” 

Other travel 
exemptions include work, 
study, or medical 
treatment.

Travelling without the 
privilege of being an 
international landlord 
could land you a £5,000 
fine. 

Normal people watch 
while those with more 
cash enjoy the benefits 
that wealth affords them. 
It’s one rule for them and 
another for us. 

Adam Lord
Lancaster

The police put us in danger 
at protests in Newcastle 
OUR DEMONSTRATION in 
Newcastle against the police bill 
and violence against women 
wasn’t as dramatic as the one in 
Bristol. But the police made us less 
safe.

They blocked off the area 
between the Monument and the 
Civic Centre, so two groups of 
protesters couldn’t join up. 

At the Civic Centre, people were 
socially distanced. But then the 
police started to move in and 
scared people. 

We ended up squeezed together 
because of the police. We had 
nowhere else to go.

When the police tried to move 
us on, we tried to join protesters 
at the Monument. 

We were on a wide road, safely 

spaced out. Then the police came 
up on horses and we had to 
squash together to avoid them. 
You couldn’t socially distance.

People weren’t being violent 
towards the police. 

But the police were trying to 
scare us, basically saying you’re 
going to get arrested if you don’t 
move.

We ended up going to Exhibition 
Park. We were nice and distanced. 
People were talking about their 
experiences and why it was 
important we were there. The 
police then left. 

I don’t know if they left because 
there were a lot of kids and 
families around. 

People were angry but upset as 
well. But on the protests I’ve been 

on, there’s an atmosphere of 
looking out for each other. 

You do have to be careful—
masks and keeping distance is 
important. 

But the things people care about 
so much to go out and protest over 
can also be life and death matters. 

We can’t let the government use 
Covid-19 as an excuse to shut 
down any dissent or accountability, 
especially when they’ve not cared 
about keeping us safe from Covid 
in the first place.

This time last year, they let the 
Cheltenham Festival go ahead. 

But as soon as anything happens 
that affects them they talk about 
Covid-19 safety.

Kaya
Newcastle
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The easing of lockdown measures will be met with the Tories ramping up 
repression. Home secretary Priti Patel is ready to unleash a raft of measures that 
scapegoat the most oppressed and clampdown on opposition. Isabel Ringrose 
looks at their plans

Police, law and order
EMPLOYING MORE police and 
handing them increased powers and 
is at the top of the Tories’ plans.

They say this will make the 
streets safer, especially for 
women.

But the answer to violence 
against women is not more police 
or undercover cops in nightclubs. 

That’s because the police are 
a vital part of the system that 
acts as a threat to women, black 
people and minorities.

Institutional sexism and racism 
are entrenched in the police. 

It’s no accident that police 
systematically disbelieve women 
and regularly dismiss claims of 
assault and harassment.

Since the killing of Sarah 
Everard, allegedly by a serving 
police officer, furious protests 
against sexism, racism, the 
police and the system have 
spread. 

And they have linked with the 
movement against the Tories’ new 
Police, Crime, Sentencing and 
Courts Bill.

The response of cops to these 
protests shows why increased 
police powers must be resisted. 

We have seen a vicious 
and violent crackdown by the 
state—and now politicians 
dare to blame protesters 
themselves for violence. They say 
demonstrations show the need for 
tougher laws. 

But the real “violent thugs” 

aren’t those with placards, it 
those with riot shields and clubs. 

After two nights of protests and 
police attack in Bristol last week, 
the cops first claim that many 
officers were severely injured.

Yet, they’ve since admitted that 
no cops suffered “broken bones”.

Black people know only too 
well what happens when you give 
the police more powers.

Search 
Already, black people are nine 
times more likely to be stopped 
and searched than white people—
and five times more likely to have 
force used on them.

According to home secretary 
Priti Patel, police “stop and search 
works” to keep people safe.

But even police figures show 
that most people stopped are not 
convicted of any violent crime.

The new bill will give police the 
“automatic right to search those 
who pose the greatest risk” and 
allows for “known criminals to be 
stopped at any time”.

That can only mean one thing—
more police racism.

Asylum seekers are in the 
Tories’ firing line yet again
ASYLUM SEEKERS are yet more  
victims of the Tories’ proposed new 
laws.

From dumping people in camps 
to slamming the borders shut for 
undocumented migrants, Patel 
has ramped up Britain’s racist 
treatment of refugees.

Under her command refugees 
awaiting a decision on their 
asylum application have been 
forced into squalid, disused army 
camps in places such as Penally, 
in west Wales and Napier, Kent.

Nearly 200 of 400 residents 
at the barracks in Napier caught 
coronavirus due to the terrible 
conditions, inability to socially 
isolate and a lack of protection.

When a protest against this 
treatment led to a fire, Patel 
callously said, “This site has 
previously accommodated our 
brave soldiers. It is an insult to 
say it is not enough for these 
individuals.”

But inspections show that the 
barracks were not designed for 
long term living. And a planned 
refurbishment had not taken place 
before reopening last year.

The resistance of refugees and 
their supporters to the Home 
Office has seen the Penally camp 
shut—but the fight is not over.

Patel’s new immigration 
plans will mean that the way a 
refugee enters the country will 
automatically determine the 
success of their application.

Refugees forced to travel 
“illegally” into Britain, such those 
crossing the Channel in dinghies, 
will be removed.

This sanction also applies if 
they travelled through a “safe 
country” to get here.

If removal isn’t possible 
immediately, claimants will be 
given a temporary status with 
limited rights and continually 
assessed for removal.

Patel’s plans are rooted in 
fear-mongering about crowds of 
refugees pouring into the country. 
But this is a fabrication.

One refugee who recently 
moved out of Penally thinks the 
government tells lies “because of 
its own problems.”

Applications
“It doesn’t want to be guilty for 
all the misery it’s caused, so it 
blames refugees,” he explained.

Asylum applications fell by 
20 percent last year. Nearly 
50,000 asylum seekers have been 
waiting for over six months for 
an application decision—up from 
11,500 three years ago.

Those who now arrive through 
“legal resettlement routes” will be 
given indefinite leave to remain.

Only 3,560 people were given 
refugee status through these 
routes in the year ending June 
2020. But there were 31,752 
asylum applications in the year 
ending September 2020.

Claiming asylum is a legal right 
enshrined in a United Nations 
convention that Britain has signed.

Patel and the Tories are seeking 
to create a divide between 
supposed “good” and “bad” 
refugees. This only reinforces 
racism against all refugees.

The right to protest attacked
OUR RULERS fear the power of 
movements, such as Black Lives 
Matter and Extinction Rebellion. 
And they remember times when 
mass protests have forced 
governments in shuddering U-turns.

That’s why the Tories proposed 
law specifically targets those who 
fight back.

They are desperately worried 
about the environmental protests 
that targeted Britain’s polluting 
industries, and those that highlight 
the racist roots of Britain’s 
colonial past.

But the Tories’ bill will hit a 
far wider range of targets than 
that. In fact, even small protests 
that make a lot of noise could be 
dubbed “criminal”

Priti Patel hates most protests. 
She labels Extinction Rebellion 
as an “emerging threat” and 
“criminals who disrupt our free 
society”. 

And, she called the Black Lives 
Matter movement that erupted 
last summer “dreadful”.

This week elements of the 
Tories’ ban on protests under 
Covid-19 legislation was lifted. As 
lockdown eases Patel worries that 
a wave of pent up anger in society 
could be unleashed. Her police 
bill will specifically target the very 
types of protest that have in the 
past proved effective.

It will create a new offence of 

“intentionally or recklessly causing 
public nuisance”.

You may well commit an 
offence by “causing harm through 
annoyance” or “inconvenience”. 

Failure to end a protest could 
see organisers landed in jail. 

Bystanders
The bill also gives police the 
power to control protests deemed 
by bystanders to be too noisy. 
“Controlled areas” around 
parliament will ban protests to 
prevent disruption to MPs.

Cops will be able to implement 
limitations to prevent “disorder, 
damage, disruption, impact or 
intimidation”.

And defence of statues 
depicting the establishment’s 
“great and good” is also a top 
priority.

The new punishment for 
attacking such an inanimate 
object could be a ten year jail 
sentence.

The government’s new racist backlash against Travellers
GYPSIES, TRAVELLERS and Roma 
people will be among those that feel 
the full force of the Tories’ planned 
repression.

The police bill creates a new 
offence of “residing on land 
without consent in or with a 
vehicle”.

It amends existing police powers 
to be able to remove “unauthorised 
encampments”.

The bill will also change trespass 
from a civil offence to a criminal 
one—meaning that police can 
immediately make arrests and 
courts can dish out heavy jail 
sentences.

And the new definition of Gypsy 
or Traveller requires proof of 
travelling in order to access any 
legal provisions.

Without proof, permission to be 
granted a pitch will not be given.

But acquiring proof of travel will 
be made harder as the bill severely 
restricts travelling.

The bill also gives the police 

powers to seize vehicles and 
homes.

Priti Patel’s hostility towards 
Gypsy and Traveller communities 
reflects the Tory preference of 
protecting private property over 
people’s lives.

Her drive to demonise 
communities that don’t fit in with 
the permanently-settled model 
serves to reinforce capitalism’s 
claim that this is the only “normal” 
way to live.

Discriminate
At the end of 2019, Patel 
announced a consultation on 
creating the new offences.

“The public wants their 
communities protected and for 
the police to crack down on 
trespassers,” Patel claimed.

She said that Traveller camps 
cause “a great deal of chaos and 
harm across our communities”.

This racist myth is used to 
discriminate against Gypsies 

and Travellers. Nevertheless, the 
majority of those who responded to 
Patel’s consultation were opposed 
to more powers.

The charity Friends, Families 
and Travellers said, “The case for 
action is flawed.

“An enforcement approach 
to addressing the number of 
unauthorised encampments 
overlooks the issue of the lack of 
site provision—there is an absence 
of places where Gypsies and 
Travellers are permitted to stop or 
reside.”

Since the Criminal Justice and 
Public Order Act 1994 councils no 
longer need to provide sites for 
travellers.

A report from January showed 
there are 1,696 households on 
waiting lists for pitches—with only 
59 available on permanent sites 
and 42 on transit sites in England.

The new laws will turn those 
who travel across Britain 
nomadically into criminals.

Sentencing 
and terrorism
THE BILL protects 
the police—with the 
maximum sentence 
for assaults against 
emergency service 
workers doubled to 
two years.

And it looks to 
toughen sentences for 
“serious criminals”.

But the threat of 
locking people up for 
long periods does not 
deter crime and it 
does not make society 
safer.

To do that would 
mean digging up the 
system that drives 
people into crime.

That means 
reducing poverty and 
inequality, but it also 
means overturning 
the racism and sexism 
buried deep into 
capitalism.

Life sentences could 
for the first time be 
handed to 18 to 20 
year olds for acts of 
terrorism that result in 
mass loss of life.

And, that could 
include people 
who have posted 
supportive messages, 
as well as those 
convicted of attacks.

Deciding that a 
teenager should spend 
the rest of their lives 
in jail for something 
they did when young 
will only feed the 
bitterness that leads 
to terror attacks.

The bill creates 
additional powers to 
more closely monitor 
offenders released 
from prison.

Both of these will 
likely be used to 
unfairly target and 
scapegoat Muslims, 
rather than white 
racists.

Priti Patel’s racism has legitimised prejudice
against Gypsy Travellers and others

Repressive 
laws are 
coming in 
everywhere
IT’S NOT just the 
Tories who fear mass 
movements on the 
streets—and the 
power they have to 
rock the system.

In France laws 

have been brought 
in that ban filming 
and recording acts of 
police violence. 

And more controls 
on Muslims’ lives are 
being pushed through.

This week in 
Athens, Greece, 
protesters took to the 
streets again against 
new laws that require 
permission before 
holding protests.

Ruling classes 
across the world are 
aware of a brewing 
anger in society, 
heightened by the 
pandemic.

Those at the top of 
society have only one 
response—and that’s 
more repression. 

But often their 
action then fans the 
flames of people’s 
anger.

 TORIES’ NEW
 CLAMPDOWN

REFUGEES PROTESTING at the Penally barracks earlier this year

Protesting against the 
new police bill in Bristol 
earlier last month (left)
Vicious home secretary 
Priti Patel (below) 
wants to outlaw 
effective protests
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR
These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 

INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 
Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and  democratically plans how they 
are used.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM
The present system can not be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say.

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society.

THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD
The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers.

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia.

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system.

INTERNATIONALISM
The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide  struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries.

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements.

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country.

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
a similar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. 

We are for an end to all forms 
of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people.  

We oppose discrimination 
against disabled people including 
those who experience mental 
distress. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 

Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class.

We have to prove in  practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own  interests. 

We have to build a rank and 
file movement within the unions.
To join us, turn to page 16 or  
go to www.swp.org.uk or  
phone 020 7840 5602
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BIRMINGHAM
100 years since Partition—
can there be a united Ireland?
Wed 7 Apr, 7pm
281-634-5938
BRADFORD
Is Labour right to wave 
the Union Jack? 
Thu 8 Apr, 7pm
885 9187 7552
BRIGHTON & HOVE
Can the police be reformed? 
Thu 8 Apr, 
6.30pm
841 2142 3683
BRISTOL
From Blair to Starmer—
why won’t Labour 
oppose the Tories? 
Thu 8 Apr, 7.30pm
688-397-748
BURNLEY & PENDLE
Covid, job losses & 
pay cuts—can unions 
lead the fightback? 
Wed 7 Apr, 7.30pm
446 409 5118
CARDIFF
Indian workers and 
farmers—mass revolt 
against Modi
Wed 7 Apr, 7.30pm
630-181-4857 
CHESTERFIELD
Will technology solve 
the climate crisis?
Thu 8 Apr, 6.30pm
829-532-877

COVENTRY
100 years since Partition—
can there be a united Ireland?
Wed 7 Apr 7.30pm
823-945-1917
CREWE & STOKE-ON-TRENT
What’s behind the 
coup in Myanmar?
Wed 7 Apr, 7.30pm
839 5832 0899
DEVON & CORNWALL
Booklaunch: Rebellious 
Daughters of History 
with author Judy Cox
Thu 8 Apr, 7.30pm
865-2972-2883 
DUNDEE, ABERDEEN & PERTH
Pamphlet launch: Capitalism 
and the politics of food 
with author Amy Leather
Wed 7 Apr, 7.30pm
894 2628 7708
EAST MIDLANDS
Riots and resistance—the 
police, violence and the state
Wed 7 Apr, 7pm
354-874-4790
GLASGOW
Pamphlet launch: Capitalism 
and the politics of food 
with author Amy Leather
Thu 8 Apr, 6.30pm
851-5254-7239
HARLOW
Why does capitalism put 
profits before people?
Thu 8 Apr, 7.30pm
832-8746-7480

HOME COUNTIES
Will the vaccine 
solve the crisis?
Thu 8 Apr, 6.30pm
872 4922 1957
HUDDERSFIELD
Crisis in the royals—
do they still matter?
Wed 7 Apr, 6.30pm
290-168-1804
KENT
From Blair to Starmer—
why won’t Labour 
oppose the Tories?
Thu 8 Apr, 8.15pm
434-623-8064
LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE
From Blair to Starmer—
why won’t Labour 
oppose the Tories? 
Thu 8 Apr, 7pm
992-204-9372
LEEDS
Free speech, the Tories 
and defending our rights
Thu 8 Apr, 7pm
881-4770-0676
LIVERPOOL
From Blair to Starmer—
why won’t Labour 
oppose the Tories? 
Wed 7 Apr, 7pm
493-925-5919
LONDON: HACKNEY
The environment and the 
myth of overpopulation
Thu 8 Apr, 7.30pm
798-534-2585

LONDON: HARINGEY
Free speech, the Tories 
and defending our rights
Wed 7 Apr, 
7.30pm
459-388-1576
LONDON: ISLINGTON
Alienation—how it 
distorts our lives
Thu 8 Apr, 7pm
874-012-7970
LONDON: NEWHAM
Indian workers and 
farmers—mass revolt 
against Modi
Wed 7 Apr, 7pm
288-098-8827
LONDON: SOUTH
Why is the British 
establishment so racist?
Wed 7 Apr, 7pm
497-196-1801
LONDON: SOUTH EAST
Big pharma, the Tories 
and Covid-19—will the 
vaccine solve the crisis?
Thu 8 Apr, 
7pm
529-913-6390

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS
From Blair to Starmer—
why won’t Labour 
oppose the Tories?
Wed 7 Apr, 7.30pm
818-391-0420
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST
Mass extinction—why 
capitalism drives the 
biodiversity crisis
Wed 7 Apr, 7.30pm
543-023-057
LONDON: WEST AND 
NORTH WEST
Crisis in the royals—
do they still matter?
Thu 8 Apr, 7.30pm
870 9261 517
MANCHESTER
Free speech, no platform 
and the Tories
Wed 7 Apr, 
7.15pm
323-178-7151
NEWCASTLE
Mass extinction—why 
capitalism drives the 
biodiversity crisis
Wed 7 Apr, 7pm
368-595-2712

NORWICH
How have the Tories got 
away with all of this?
Wed 7 Apr, 
7.30pm
906-652-5299
SHEFFIELD & SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE
Free speech, the Tories 
and defending our 
right to protest
Thu 8 Apr, 
7pm
528-174-9278
SWANSEA & WEST WALES
Can capitalism ever 
be sustainable?
Thu 8 Apr, 
7pm
902-964-963
TELFORD
End violence to 
women—sexism, the 
police and the state
Thu 8 Apr, 
7.30pm
791-7178-2356
WIGAN
Capitalism and the 
politics of food
Thu 8 Apr, 
7pm
872-5136-9540
WOLVERHAMPTON & WALSALL
The vote—how it was 
won and undermined
Wed 7 Apr, 
7.30pm
913 6646 7067
YORK & SCARBOROUGH
What’s behind the 
coup in Myanmar?
Wed 7 Apr, 
7.30pm
827-489-7492

Socialist Workers Party online meetings

CONTACT 
THE SWP

Phone 020 7840 5600
Email enquiries@

swp.org.uk
Post PO Box 74955

London E16 9EJ

BOOKMARKS the socialist bookshop

 PHONE 020 7637 1848  WEB bookmarksbookshop.co.uk

The Labour Party— 
a Marxist History 
by Tony Cliff, Donny Gluckstein 
and Charlie Kimber, £14.99

A Rebel’s Guide to 
Engels by Camilla Royle 
£4

Transgender Resistance
by Laura Miles  
£10

Does privilege explain 
racism? by Esme Choonara, 
Ken Olende, Yuri Prasad 
and Weyman Bennett, £3

The Socialist Workers Party is holding online meetings during the 
coronavirus crisis. This is to ensure that there can still be collective local 
discussion, organising and actions. 

Most of the meetings will be held using the Zoom system. Download the 
Zoom app onto your phone or computer and just before the time given for 
your local meeting ask to “Join a meeting”. 

 You can then enter the number printed on this page for the appropriate 
meeting. The password for all meetings is 967537.

Make sure you look at the SWP Facebook page  
facebook.com/SocialistWorkersParty for news of national online meetings 
and other updates.

The Paris Commune—when 
workers ‘stormed heaven’
CAMBRIDGE
Thu 8 Apr, 7.30pm
681-800-4408

EDINBURGH
Wed 7 Apr, 7.30pm
431-459-112

OXFORD &  
THAMES VALLEY 
Wed 7 Apr,
7pm
861 2001 6477

PORTSMOUTH
Wed 7 Apr, 7.30pm
488-934-2809 

SOUTHAMPTON
Wed 7 Apr, 7.30pm
381-513-5080
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Menace and mystery in a jumpy psychological horror 
FILM
THE NIGHT
On digital and streaming 
platforms from Friday 2 April

THE NIGHT is a horror 
movie set largely in a small 
space with just a handful of 
characters. It focuses on a 
young Iranian couple living 
in the US with their baby.

After a visit to friends 
they leave to drive home, 
but strange directions from 
the car’s navigation system 
mean they get lost. It’s 
quickly obvious that they 
are seething at each other. 
After deciding to stay at 

the Hotel Normandie, the 
tension ratchets up.

The film slowly builds 
a sense of horror and it’s 
impressive that it keeps 
your interest even while 
not much seems to be 
happening.

The baby won’t sleep. 
Why not? Is it just that 
babies don’t sleep or is 
it because you can see 
the shadows of footsteps 
outside?

There are knocks on the 
door, and loud bangs come 
from the room above. 

The concierge tells them 
about a series of disasters 
involving the deaths 

of children. And a visit 
from a cop ends up being 
terrifying. The film has 
plenty of genuinely jumpy 
moments and I spent much 
of the time watching it 
behind a cushion.

Some have drawn 
attention to similarities 
with Stanley Kubrick’s The 
Shining. But for me, such 
comparisons got in the way 
of enjoying the film. 

Any echoes of Kubrick 
felt grating, and I 
sometimes felt that the 
film was trying too hard. 
It’s also been described 
as a comment on the 
migrant experience in 

the US. Maybe the hotel 
is a metaphor for an 
unwelcoming country

But again, it feels a 
stretch to say The Night is 
some grand statement on 
immigration.

The film might actually 
have a problematic 
message—that the 
supposedly “immoral” 
practices of individuals 
cause all the world’s 
problems.

But if you want to watch 
a sinister film with lots of 
menace without worrying 
about “the message” then 
this is a good choice.
Sadie Robinson

The Mauritanian gives a face 
to the victims of US torture
This is the true story of a man locked in Guantanamo Bay without charge for 14 
years. The horrific injustice overcomes the liberal guff, says Simon Basketter
MOHAMEDOU OULD Slahi (Tahar 
Rahim) has come home to North 
Africa for a wedding. He’s been 
abroad, studying electrical engi-
neering in Germany.

It’s November 2001. While visiting 
with his family, the authorities drop 
by. The Americans are interested in 
you. If you could please come with 
us, we’d just like to ask you a few 
questions.

If you are familiar with Slahi’s 
story or have read his 2015 book 
Guantanamo Diary, you know what 
happens next. He’ll spend the next 14 
and a half years detained and sub-
jected to all of the horrors the US 
state could come up with.

To his torturers he is Prisoner 760. 
But he is still Mohamedou. If nothing 
else, Kevin Macdonald’s new film The 
Mauritanian is determined to put a 
name and a face to anonymous casu-
alties of the War on Terror.

Slahi ’ s  account  of  l i fe  in 
Guantanamo is only one of the nar-
rative strands we follow. 

Jostling
There are two others jostling for 
screen time. We get human rights 
lawyer Nancy Hollander (Jodie 
Foster) taking on Slahi’s case along 
with her fellow attorney Teri Duncan 
(Shailene Woodley). 

They act as our tour guides in the 
bureaucratic maze. 

They take us through the cul-
ture around the legal- l imbo 
Guantanamo—picturesque bus rides, 
the prison gift shops that serve beer, 
the surfing off-duty guards.

And there’s Stuart Couch (Benedict 
Cumberbatch), the soldier heading 
up the prosecution. 

Couch is soon folded into the 

film’s collection of well-intentioned 
Americans who slowly come to see 
the importance of righteousness. He 
is the liberal conflicted conscience. 

“Someone has to answer for that,” 
a colleague says regarding the attack. 
“Someone, not just anyone,” the pros-
ecutor replies.

To be honest there is too much of 
that sort of stuff. Someone sees the 
light and utters a line with such grav-
itas that you can feel the weight of 
the film struggling to get out from its 
own sense of self-importance.

Hollander offers at one point, 
“The Constitution doesn’t have an 

asterisk that says terms and condi-
tions apply.”

This all pulls the focus from Slahi 
at the heart of the story. 

The real light is Tahar Rahim who 
is extraordinary. There’s a wariness 
he gives Slahi. 

His eyes dart whenever someone 
enters a room. And there’s a rawness 
as he’s consistently questioned, beaten, 
transferred from cell to cell, tortured, 
mentally and spiritually broken. 

Not even a speech about tolerance 
and justice and the American way, 
delivered via video monitor, spoils 
the performance.

Outrage
The attempt to provoke suspense and 
outrage renders Slahi’s story formu-
laic. And that is worse for the movie 
than the idea that there is something 
un-American about torture.

The torture scenes are shocking, 
except there isn’t really a new way 
to dramatise the violence. The depic-
tions of the masks, waterboarding, 
shackles, and blasts of heavy metal 
are heading to exploitive cliche 
regardless of intention.

In contrast Rahim’s grace and still-
ness convey Slahi’s pain with a speci-
ficity and empathy.

The Mauritanian is ahead of some 
other pious political thrillers post 
9/11. 

And it is very a long way ahead of 
the pro-imperialist torture-porn justi-
fications of 24 and Zero Dark Thirty.

That Guantanamo Bay is still open 
is enough to give the film relevance. 
And Rahim’s performance and Slahi’s 
story make it well worth watching.
The Mauritanian is available to stream 
on Amazon Prime from Thursday  
1 April

TAHAR RAHIM captures the pain of prisoner Mohemedou Ould Slahi

Horror in a hotel room

RADIO
 
A WRITER AND HIS 
 COUNTRY—JOHN LE CARRE 
ACROSS SIX DECADES
On Radio 4,  
Saturday 3 April, 8pm and 
then on BBC Sounds

WRITER, SPY, outsider, 
insider, neighbour, friend. 
Who was the real John Le 
Carre and what does his 
writing tell us about him 
and his country?

In this edition of Archive 
on 4, John Le Carre’s 
friend and fellow writer 
Philippe Sands pieces 
together the inner life of 
a beloved chronicler of 
postwar Britain. 

Using archive interviews 
with Le Carre and new 
interviews with his editors 
and one of his sons, Sands 
charts Le Carre’s shifting 
sense of identity, and his 
relationship with Britain.

PLAY 
ADAM
Now on BBC Iplayer

INSPIRED BY the life of 
Adam Kashmiry, Adam 
tells the remarkable story 
of a young trans man and 
his struggle across genders 
and borders to be himself.

Born in Egypt, Adam 
was assigned female at 
birth but always knew he 
was a boy.

With a borrowed laptop 
he typed in a question—
”Can the soul of a man be 
trapped in the body of a 
woman?” What followed 
was a catalyst to begin the 
epic journey for the right 
to change his body, to the 
boy he knew himself to be.

This hour-long drama 
focuses on Adam’s 
isolating experiences 
in a Glasgow flat while 
awaiting a decision on his 
asylum claim.

Adam is trapped in a 
Catch 22 where he cannot 

prove his need for asylum 
as a trans man until he 
transitions, but is unable 
to start transitioning until 
he is granted asylum. 

He is left alone to 
wrestle with his conflicting 
thoughts and feelings as 
every waking moment sees 
him haunted by figures 
from his past and present.

Adam—alone in his flat
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READ MORE
lCapital: Critique 
of Political Economy 
Volume 1  by Karl Marx  
£18.99

lDeciphering Capital: 
Marx’s Capital and its 
destiny 
by Alex Callinicos   
£14.99 

lA Reader’s Guide 
To Marx’s Capital  
Joseph Choonara 
 £9.99

Available at 
Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 or go to 
bookmarks 
bookshop.co.uk

This was Marx’s starting 
point when explaining how 
accumulation works.

A boss invests money in the 
material and equipment needed 
to produce something and hires 
people to do it.

If the boss can sell the 
 product for what it’s worth, 
they get back whatever money 
they’ve spent on equipment and 
material—plus the extra value 
of the work. 

They pay back the work-
ers only some of this extra 
value, and keep the rest for 
 themselves. Marx called this 
surplus value.

Competition begins when 
another capitalist begins 
 producing and selling the same 
commodity but undercuts the 
other by doing it for less.

This means the boss can’t 
keep selling their product at the 
same price. 

S
O THEY invest 
some  o f  t he i r 
 surplus value into 
new equipment 
that allows them 
to produce more of 

their product, which they can 
use to undercut their rivals by 
selling for less.

In the short term, they can 
make much more money. But 
they are also spending more 
on production and getting less 
back for every product because 
it takes less labour time to 
produce. 

Their rivals are forced to do 
the same in order to avoid being 
undercut themselves.

The rate of profit is the ratio 
between how much bosses 
invest in production, and how 
much surplus value comes out 
of it. 

As the cost of investing 
in production rises, and the 
 surplus value that comes out 
of it falls, so does the rate of 
profit.

When the cost of investing 
in production becomes more 
than the surplus value—that’s 
a crisis.

Bosses try all sorts of things 
to keep the rate of profit high or 
stop it from falling. 

They can try and reduce 
the amount that they invest 
in labour by slashing wages, 
 cutting jobs or forcing their 
workers to work even harder.

This pushes up the rate of 
exploitation.

So far from being a purely 
positive engine of progress—
accumulation is behind the 
cycle of boom and bust and 
underlying economic crises.

It is also the cause of 
 destruction and misery.

Pfizer, as well as other 
 pharmaceutical companies 
like Moderna, produced their 
vaccines because they saw an 
opportunity to make profit. 

Then, in jealous protection 
of those profits, they slapped a 
patent on their vaccines so that 
they are only available from 
them, for a price.

The greed that is ingrained 
within the system stands 
between millions of ordinary 
people and vital, life saving 
medicine.

But if the bosses’ profits 
depend on how much they can 
squeeze out of ordinary peo-
ple’s labour, then that also 
means ordinary people have 
the power to bring that system 
to halt.

Ending that system of greed 
and destruction can only be a 
good thing. We’re all aGREED 
on that.

Richard Branson 
on his private 
island (top) 
Workers in a 
factory in China 

G
REED IS a 
bad th ing . 
Most people 
are agreed on 
that. That’s 
probably why 

Boris Johnson was embar-
rassed last week to be 
caught celebrating greed 
for producing coronavirus 
vaccines.

And the fact that most 
people at the top agree 
with him is probably why it 
passed so quickly from the 
news headlines.

After all, that sort of 
thinking is the whole reason 
why pharmaceutical compa-
nies have had anything to 
do with making the vaccine 
in the first place.

Sun newspaper columnist 
Rod Liddle— who is always 
happy to say what the Tories 
are all thinking—put it like 
this.

“ T h e  m a i n  r e a s o n 
 companies like Pfizer are so 
good at coming up with new 
medicines isn’t that they are 
really lovely people who care 
so much about the rest of us.

“It’s because they want to 
turn a profit. A humongous 
profit, if possible. 

“That is the point of such 
corporations—to make vast 
amounts of money. 

“Without that incentive, 
many medicines wouldn’t get 
made.”

For Johnson, Liddle, and 
most governments around the 
world, greed is the engine of 
progress. 

This is the philosophy that 
has underpinned every push 
towards privatisation and 
 marketisation for the past four 
decades.

T
HEY SAY that the 
constant drive to 
make as  much 
money as possible, 
in competition with 
others, is the most 

productive and efficient way 
to run society.

Really they mean capitalism. 
But it’s quite handy for them to 
reduce it to the “greed” of the 
bosses.

When the system seems to 
be running well, they can cel-
ebrate “greed”—though they 
usually call it something like 
“entrepreneurialism.”

When everything goes wrong 
they can blame it on the “greed” 
or “excesses” of the few at the 
top, rather than the system as 
a whole.

We can think of plenty of 
greedy bosses ourselves. Philip 
Green, Richard Branson and 
Jeff Bezos all get a regular kick-
ing in Socialist Worker.

They’re the faces of the 
system we hate.

But even if Green decides 
he has enough yachts, Branson 
wants no more private islands, 
and Bezos stops buying 
 mansions, they’ll all keep 
 desperately grasping for profits.

The pressure to keep  turning 
profits is greater than all of 
their greed—and it never goes 
away. 

If the profits stop, they get 
overtaken by their rivals and get 
swallowed up or go bust.

So companies are in constant 
competition with each other 
to grab the biggest share of 
the profits and dominate their 
markets. 

The way they do this is by 
investing some of their profits 
into ways to grow bigger and 
faster than their rivals, in order 
to continue making profits and 
expanding further.

The revolutionary Karl Marx, 

who spent his life getting to the 
heart of how capitalism worked, 
called this the “accumulation of 
capital.”

The whole system revolves 
around this continuous cycle of 
investing, profiting, reinvesting 
and expanding.

And in that way capitalism 
keeps reproducing itself—keeps 
growing.

In the nineteenth century, 
capitalism’s growth meant 
bosses were driven to exploit 
thousands of people in order to 

build the Suez Canal through 
Egypt. The bosses motivation 
for this was to expand trade 
between Europe and east Asia 
to maximise profits 

Today capitalist growth has 
meant that trade ships have 
become so large that just a 
single one can block the whole 
canal up.

It’s a slightly awkward meta-
phor for the system itself.

T
HIS constant search 
for growth and profit 
makes  capitalism 
a n  i n c r e d i b l y 
dynamic—and in 
s o m e  w a y s  a 

 productive system. 
It rapidly produces new 

 innovations and technol-
ogy that can transform the 
 conditions we live in.

More importantly, its ability 
to produce creates the potential 
to get rid of hunger,  poverty 
and suffering. 

But that same search for 
profit means that instead, it 
is the cause of unmeasura-
ble  suffering and destruction 
across the globe.

Marx said progress under 
capitalism was like “a  hideous, 
pagan idol, who would not 
drink the nectar but from the 
skulls of the slain.”

He was describing the 
way the British Empire—

pursuing profits for British 
capitalism—dominated and 
destroyed Indian society and  
brutalised the people who lived 
there.

It could just as well apply 
to the way so much of capi-
talist progress and growth has  
been built on the fossil fuel 
industry,  destroying the 
environment.

Capitalism even turns that 
destruction in on itself.

Bosses rush in to produce 
commodities wherever profits 
can be made. 

There  i s  a  f renzy  of 
 accumulation as they all pour 
capital into ways to undercut 
each other by producing more 
and selling for less.

Together, they eventually 
produce more than they can sell 
for a profit. 

W h e n  t h a t  h a p p e n s , 
 accumulation crashes to a 
halt as bosses stop producing, 
 selling and investing.

Behind all this is an even 
more fundamental problem and 
it is with accumulation.

As bosses invest more into 
machinery and technology, the 
rate of profit tends to fall. 

That’s because the value of 
any commodity reflects the 
amount of labour time needed 
to produce it using the normal 
skills and techniques.

The one thing that every 
commodity has in common is 
that a certain amount of labour 
has gone into making it. 

Comparing the amount 
of time it takes to produce 
 commodities is what allows 
capitalists to figure out their 
value.

The more time it takes to 
make something, the more it 
can be exchanged for. 

CAPITALISM  
IS IT MORE   
THAN GREED?

The whole system 
revolves around 
investing, 
profiting, 
reinvesting and 
expanding

‘‘ 
Boris Johnson

Our leaders will celebrate greed for pushing innovation 
but Nick Clark argues that the greediness inbuilt within 
capitalism could potentially lead to our destruction

Should having no jab mean 
there’s no job for workers? 

Some bosses and 
Tories want to force 
people to have the 
Covid-19 vaccine. 
Sam Ord says 
persuasion, not 
coercion is needed
A POLL produced by the 
Trades Union Congress (TUC) 
last week found that almost 
one in seven companies 
surveyed had introduced 
a “no jab, no job” policy.

Alongside this the 
government is assessing plans 
that would legally require all 
care workers to be vaccinated. 

This would affect around 
1.5 million care workers and 
could also be introduced to 
frontline health workers. 
This will inevitably mean 
some workers being sacked. 

Barchester health 
company insists its care 
staff are vaccinated. 

Management said If 
workers “refuse on non-
medical grounds they will, 
by reason of their own 
decision, make themselves 
unavailable for work.”

Employers want to shift 
the blame for Covid-19 
outbreaks from their own 
actions and inactions. 

Instead they want to 
suggest that workers are 
individually responsible 
for any problems. 

Opposition
Trade unions have rightly 
voiced opposition. Unison 
union general secretary 
Christina McAnea said 
the plans “will do nothing 
to help health and care 
sectors that are already 
chronically understaffed.”

The TUC says this approach 
is counterproductive and 
potentially discriminatory. 

It could be used to 
penalise pregnant women.

TUC general secretary 
Frances O’Grady said, 
“Getting everyone vaccinated 
as quickly as we can is 
the best way to make 
sure our workplaces are 
safe, to protect care home 
residents, and to open up 
our economy again.  

“But forcing workers 
to get vaccinated isn’t the 
right way to do this.” 

Winning all workers 
to want to be vaccinated 

is critically important. 
This is in their own 

interest and in the interest 
of wider society.

But the focus should be 
on persuasion, education 
and participation. 

It’s important to recognise 
that there are many 
reasons people may be 
hesitant to be vaccinated. 

Some don’t trust a 
government that has 
presided over an official 
toll of 130,000 deaths. 

It has lied about so 
many other things, so 
it’s not surprising some 
people think it is capable 
of lies about the vaccine.

Many undocumented 
migrants will fear that if 
they come forward for the 
vaccine that their records 
might be later used to 
arrest and deport them.

There is also a low take-up 
among some sections of 
black and Asian groups.

There is a legacy of 
black people being used for 
medical experimentation.

And the NHS is not free 

from institutional racism.
But there are obvious 

measures that could win more 
workers to have the vaccine.

One is to make the process 
simpler and free it from 
worries about losing pay.

Last week’s TUC report 
said that 55 percent of 
companies surveyed aren’t 
giving staff paid time 
off to get vaccinated.

The TUC is calling on all 
employers to offer paid time 
off to receive the vaccine.

Involved
Black and Asian people 
themselves should be involved 
in the vaccine rollout process. 

This would allow wider 
and specific education to 
be easily accessible.

This could be backed up 
by services in workplaces 
such as care homes. 

Workers could ask 
questions about the vaccine 
and hear refutations of the 
myths surrounding it.

In any case, even 100 
percent vaccination in 
a workplace cannot be 
an excuse to dismantle 
workplace safety measures. 

Vaccines don’t protect 
everyone who has them. 
And coronavirus is 
constantly mutating.

Forcing people to get 
vaccinated through the threat 
of unemployment is the 
worst way to tackle fear. 

And taking jobs away from 
those people who refuse 
the jab will only increase 
the potential for more 
anti-vaccination anger.

SOME MOSQUES have been used as vaccination centres 

There are 
simple 
measures that 
could persuade 
more people 

‘‘ 

FOCUS ON 
VACCINES
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PICKET RICKY Tomlinson following release from prison on 25 July 1975

Shrewsbury 24 convictions overturned at last
by CHARLIE KIMBER

THE COURT of Appeal was 
last week forced  to admit 
some particles of the truth 
about one of the greatest 
injustices ever imposed on 
striking workers in Britain.

Judges cleared 24 trade 
unionists who picketed 
during the 1972 national 
builders’ strike.

In a series of political show 
trials they were fitted up for 
offences including  unlawful 
assembly, conspiracy to 
intimidate and affray.

It has taken nearly half a 
century for a bit of the truth 
to come out.

The cruel  sentences 
imposed were as high as 
three years’ imprisonment. 
Workers and their families 
had their lives wrecked.

Many never worked again 
because of the slurs on their 
names.

Ricky Tomlinson, who was 
sentenced to two years in jail, 
told Socialist Worker after the 
verdict, “It’s right that these 
convictions are overturned.

“But what’s happened 
is an outrage. They’ve let 
 themselves off the hook, 
but this verdict makes no 

difference to me. It won’t 
bring back Des Warren, it’s 
no justice for the treatment 
he received.

“He went into prison a 
well-built man and came out 
a skeleton. They destroyed 
him with the drugs they used.

“The truth is we should 
never have been in the dock. 

They used conspiracy laws 
against us. Conspiracy? I 
didn’t really know Des Warren 
until I met him in court.

“Guilty? They asked me to 
be a prosecution witness, and 
it was only when I refused 
that they went for me.

“This won’t be justice for 
the 31 days I spent on hunger 

strike, the many, many days 
in solitary confinement.

“We were right to resist, 
we made it harder for them 
to use that law against other 
people. I’d do the same again 
tomorrow.

“And people fighting now 
against new laws are right 
to resist too.” The Court 

of Appeal had heard that 
a covert government unit 
helped to convict the pickets.

Declassified documents 
suggested that Edward 
Heath, the then Tory prime 
minister, personally approved 
of the unit’s campaign to 
undermine left wing union 
militants.

It was a time of near-
unprecedented class  struggle 
in Britain, and the state 
wanted to hit back at activists.

Programme
Documents show that in 1973 
the secret unit gave a dossier 
about activists to the makers of 
an ITV television programme.

This programme, called 
Red Under The Bed, was 
broadcast by ITV just before 
the defence was set to begin 
its evidence.

Campaigners said that 
the programme biased 
the jury against the trade 
 unionists, helping to get them 
convicted.

Heath’s  aide,  Robert 
Armstrong, noted in a 
memo that a transcript of 
the programme had been 
shown to the prime minister. 
According to the memo, 
Heath “commented that we 

want as much as possible of 
this sort of thing”.

However, this was not the 
ground the court accepted 
should clear the 24.

Instead what proved 
 crucial was that police were 
found to have destroyed wit-
ness statements and denied 
crucial material to the 
 lawyers defending the men.

Eileen Turnbull ,  the 
 tenacious researcher for the 
Shrewsbury 24 campaign, 
played the key role in 
 prompting this week’s court 
decision.

She found a letter and 
memo written by West Mercia 
police showing that original 
witness statements had been 
destroyed by the police. This 
material also confirmed this 
fact had not been disclosed to 
the defence or the court.

No amount of money or 
apologies can give justice to 
the Shrewsbury 24 and their 
families suffered.

But if any of those who 
orchestrated the plot against 
them are still alive then they 
should be prosecuted. And 
the survivors and families 
should be fully compensated.
A longer version of this article is 
available at socialistworker.co.uk
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Sadie Robinson explains 
how the rush to get 
children and workers back 
into schools across Britain 
has caused a surge in 
coronavirus cases

 THE TORY policy of herding 
ten million workers and stu-

dents back to schools and 
colleges has sent cases of coro-
navirus soaring.

The number of suspected or con-
firmed Covid-19 cases among school 
children in England has more than 
doubled in a week, government fig-
ures show. The figure leapt from 
12,000 to 28,000 in the seven days 
to 18 March.

For much of the latest lockdown, 
schools were open only to vulner-
able children and those with key 
worker parents. Most started to 
reopen more widely from 8 March.

It took just ten days for cases to 
rocket.

The Department for Education 
figures also show that around 
127,000 students in state schools 
were self-isolating on 18 March. 

That is nearly four times the 
figure of 33,000 on 11 March.

And around 4,000 students 
were absent because their entire 
school was closed for Covid-related 
reasons. 

The figure for the previous week 
was 2,000.

Public Health England (PHE) 
recorded 49 Covid-19 outbreaks 
across all education settings 
between 8 and 14 March. Between 

1 and 7 March it recorded 24. PHE 
said increases in case rates in people 
aged 0-19 were “likely to reflect 
schools reopening”.

The government claimed it 
wanted children back in schools 
to protect their education and 

wellbeing. 
But it refused to put in place 

measures, such as proper distanc-
ing, rotas and reliable testing, to 
make schools safer.

The result is a predictable rise 
in cases that harms children’s 

education and wellbeing.
Governments in Scotland and 

Wales imposed a more gradual 
return to schools, with some chil-
dren returning from 22 February. 

But again, without proper safety 
measures, this does not stop school 

outbreaks. Public Health Scotland 
(PHS) figures show that the number 
of settings closed due to Covid-
19 nearly doubled between 23 
February and 10 March. 

Cases in children aged 0-14 have 
risen every day in Scotland since 3 
March—despite the fact that not all 
secondary school children are back 
in schools yet.

Plans for all students to return 
after Easter are now in doubt.

In the six days to 11 March, 
reported cases in Welsh schools rose 
to 120 from 71 the previous week.

Cases at three Cardiff schools 
last week led to over 80 students 
having to self-isolate. On Anglesey, 
students and staff at seven schools 
are self-isolating following virus 
outbreaks.

Between the return of schools last 
September to 10 March this year, 
there have been 9,634 reports of 
coronavirus cases in 1,244 schools 
in Wales.

Unions rightly warned that, 
 without proper safety measures, the 
full reopening of schools and col-
leges would help to spread the virus. 

Unfortunately, union leaders 
did not call on workers to refuse to 
attend unsafe workplaces.

Primary school workers in 
England refused to return to unsafe 
workplaces in January. 

More workers’ action is the only 
way to stop further unnecessary 
deaths. 

THE GOVERNMENT knew the pushed to reopen schools would mean more infections

 Keeping schools open in the second 
wave endangered adults and children 

 SCHOOLS MAY be linked to 
a rise in infections among 

adults in the second wave of the 
virus, according to a study 
published in the British Medical 
Journal.

The research investigated 
records for 12 million adults in 
England and looked at infection 
rates, hospitalisation, intensive 
care admission and deaths.

Living with children wasn’t 
associated with increased 
risk for adults aged 65 and 
under during the first wave of 
the pandemic, from February 
to the end of August.

Yet they had an “increased 
risk” of infection and 
hospitalisation during 
the second wave, from 
September to December.

Adults over 65 living with 

children were more at risk of 
infection, admission to Intensive 
Care Units and death from 
Covid-19 in the second wave.

What was the difference 
between the first and second 
waves? In the first, schools 
were closed. In the second, 
schools were open.

“Widespread school 

attendance may have 
led to increased risks to 
households,” said the report.

It added that “other 
differences” between 
households with and 
without children could 
explain the findings. 

These include school 
openings allowing parents to 
be pushed to travel to work.

The Tories like to talk of 
“uncertainty” in terms of 
children and coronavirus. 

They focus on the fact that 
children are far less likely 
to suffer a severe reaction 
if they catch Covid-19.

But the evidence repeatedly 
shows that children catch 
and spread the virus—
and this has an impact 
beyond the school gates.

What’s your story?
Email with your ideas 
reports@socialistworker.co.uk

 Tory schools reopening is 
causing a spike in Covid-19 

Over 65s were at risk of hospitalisation

BACKGROUNDCHECK

Why is Barnsley hit hard?
CASES OF coronavirus in 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire, 

rose by a third in the week to 18 
March. The town had the highest 
infection rate in England, with 
195 cases per 100,000 people. The 
national average is 56.

Full school reopening has 
contributed to the rise. In the 
first week after the full return 
of schools, six schools reported 
closures. The figure is now 22.

Infection rates among children 
aged four and under rocketed from 
28.3 per 100,000 on 1 March to 99 
per 100,000 on 12 March.

The rate for children aged 
between ten and 14 nearly trebled, 
from 49.2 to 140.2. Meanwhile 
children aged between five and 
nine have an infection rate of 
100.3 per 100,000.

Julia Burrows, director of public 
health for Barnsley council, said 
unsafe workplaces are also a 
factor. “Like many industrial areas, 

we have warehouses, factories and 
workplace settings where it isn’t 
possible for people to work from 
home,” she said.“There is much 
more exposure.”

Julia added that poor conditions 
make it harder for people who 
think they may have the virus to 
stay safe.

“There are issues around low 
wages or insecure employment,” 
she said. 

“So it becomes a difficult choice 
between job security and isolation 
if they have symptoms.”

Barnsley has the highest infection rate
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Scotland’s NHS workers deserve 
more than a 4 percent pay rise
The battle for greater NHS pay will 
require building for serious action 
now, argues Yuri Prasad
THE SCOTTISH government’s 
offer last week to increase NHS 
pay by 4 percent has been 
met with fury by many health 
workers.

“It’s a complete and utter insult,” 
said Pauline Brady, a mental health 
nurse from the West of Scotland.

“This offer works out as an 
extra £14 a week for me,” she told 
Socialist Worker. “That doesn’t 
even cover the increases in my 
household bills.”

So far, Scottish health workers 
have mixed feelings about how to 
respond.

“Some people are simply saying, 
‘jog on’, this award is part of a politi-
cal game before the coming Scottish 
elections,” said Pauline, who is also 
a rep for the GMB union. “And lots 
of people say they’re still prepared 
to strike.

“But there is a hesitancy among 
some nurses. We’re often told to be 
grateful for doing the job we love—
we do it because we care. It’s true 
we care, but we’ve got to make a 
living too.”

Sugested
The offer, although higher than 
the 1 percent suggested by Boris 
Johnson’s government for English 
NHS workers, falls short of the 
unions’ pay claim.

Unison is demanding a rise of 
“at least” £2,000 a year, while 
the nurses’ RCN union wants 12.5 
percent.

So it’s likely that some union 
leaders will reject the offer.

But already the Unite union has 
said it will put the deal out to ballot 
among the membership.

Some union leaders are enthu-
siastic about the Scottish offer. 
Unison head of health Sara Gorton 

said, “This shows where there’s a 
political will there’s most definitely 
a way.

“Valuing health staff and invest-
ing in the NHS is a political choice. 

“One that Boris Johnson and 
Rishi Sunak are choosing not to 
make.”

The response from both Unite 
and Unison suggest that the 
Scottish government offer is the 
best that can be got.

But that’s nonsense. 
The mood to strike has spread 

across the NHS.
Most health workers are clear 

that the way to solve the staffing 
crisis and improve patient care is 
to raise pay.

“We are worth far more,” said 
Pauline. “But if we don’t fight, 
we’ll never know how much more 
we could get.”

On other pages...
Alex Salmond’s new party offers 
nothing positive >>Page 6

UNIONS SHOULD not back off from their demands Picture:  Guy Smallman

 Tories’ takeover of Liverpool council  
 follows the imposition of the market
THE TORY government has sent 
a team of bureaucrats to impose 
its will on the Labour-controlled 
Liverpool City Council.

Tory minister Robert Jenrick 
used allegations of corruption 
involving former Liverpool mayor 
Joe Anderson to stage the partial 
takeover on Wednesday last week.

Jenrick stopped short of the 
complete takeover that had been 
threatened in the Tory-supporting 
Telegraph newspaper ahead of 
the announcement. But his team 
of commissioners—in place for 
at least three years—are on a 
mission to reinforce a regime of 
privatisation and marketisation.

An investigation into allegations 
of corruption at Liverpool council, 
commissioned by Jenrick, criticised 
the way the council granted some 
contracts.

It said that Anderson insisted on 
awarding contracts to Liverpool-

based firms. It highlights a 
decision to award a health and 
safety contract to a firm owned by 
Anderson’s son, David.

David Anderson has called the 
report “factually incorrect” and 
“slanderous”.

The report has been held up as a 
damning indictment in the running 
of the Liverpool council.

But it really shows the grubby 
reality of opening up council 
services to commercial interests 
and the market. Under laws 
imposed by Tory and Labour 
governments, councils are required 
to give private companies the 
chance to bid for council contracts.

This outsourcing means that 
services are stripped from public 
control and put into the hands 
of unaccountable and unelected 
companies, under the guise of 
“partnership” with the council.

This culture of competition, 

marketisation and “partnership” is 
a recipe for corruption and dodgy 
dealing.

Yet the report touts reopening 
council services to competition 
as a solution. It complains that 
Anderson’s insistence on choosing 
Liverpool-based companies was “at 
worst, an attempt to stifle healthy 
competition in tender processes”.

It already has Liverpool’s 
street cleaning services in its 
sights. These were run by private 
contractor Amey until 2018 when 
the council set up its own company 
to buy the service back.

The government’s inspection 
report complains that since then 
the service has made a loss and is 
not operating “as a company”.

It recommends that all services 
run by council-owned companies 
are reviewed and opened back up 
to the market.
Nick Clark

BACK STORY
On 25 March the Scottish 
government offered NHS staff a 
4 percent pay rise
lThis follows the British 
government recommending a  
1 percent increase
lUnions and activists demand  
a pay increase of up to 
15 percent
lUnion leaders face pressure to 
accept an offer lower than their 
demands
lWorkers organised for a day of 
action on pay on Thursday 
 1 April

Fight needed in England too
THE SCOTTISH government’s 
offer of a 4 percent pay rise to 
health workers threatens all 
NHS staff.

Unions representing workers 
in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland could abandon their 
original demands and instead 
use Scotland as a benchmark.

The NHS Pay Review Body 
will make its recommendation 
in June. They’ll possibly say a 
rise of 1 percent isn’t enough 
and instead suggest a slightly 
higher figure.

Some unions will say, even 
though the offer isn’t sufficient, 
it’ll still be put to a ballot.

That would send a message 
that the union isn’t serious 
about fighting.

The best way of resisting that 
process is to take action now, 
not to wait until June.

The Unison union planned 
a day of action this Thursday. 
But it has done nothing to build 
it. Some workers planned to 
agitate and raise the issue of 
strikes.
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NHS

 NHS workers fight 
back for pay justice
by YURI PRASAD

THE SCOURGE of NHS 
wholly-owned subsidiary 
companies continues to 
threaten some of Britain’s 
lowest paid workers.

These private firms are set 
up by NHS trusts, usually in 
a bid to employ workers on 
lower rates of pay than if they 
were employed directly.

Unions have in recent years 
fought many battles against 
outsourcing. Now a new one 
is brewing in Airedale, West 
Yorkshire.

Facilities management 
company AGH Solutions 
employs porters, domestics, 
security and catering staff. 

Those who were trans-
ferred to the “wholly-owned” 
firm from the NHS have most 
of their pay and conditions 
 protected for 25 years, but 
more recent staff are on far 
less.

Their hourly rates are at 
least £1 an hour lower than 
the NHS’s Agenda for Change 
pay scale. And they receive 
no unsocial hours payments 
for evenings, nights and 
weekends.

GMB union rep Joe 
Wheatley says there is now a 

“mood of anger” among most 
AGH staff.

“We’ve won two indicative 
ballots to reject the company’s 
pay offer,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “Not only have we got 
more than 50 percent of our 
members voting, but over 80 
percent have voted to reject.

“People have strongly 
 indicated they are prepared 
to take industrial action.”

T h e  c o m p a n y  h a s 
 suggested incorporating its 
bonus scheme into the hourly 
pay rate. But the bonus is 
conditional upon reaching 

certain targets, such as having 
a minimal sickness record.

“People are disappointed 
and angry,” said Joe. “Even 
those workers on Agenda for 
Change conditions are being 
hit. 

The GMB plans a third 
indicative ballot this month 
and is preparing to escalate 
its dispute.

W o r k e r s  w h o  h a v e 
already faced the threat of 
wholly-owned subsidiaries 
by striking, such as those in 
Lancashire, will be the first to 
say that action can win.

nPORTERS, cleaners, 
domestics and switchboard 
staff at Cumberland 
Infirmary took to the picket 
lines again last week in a 
long-running battle to secure 
unsocial hours payment 
from the contractor Mitie.

nPORTERS AT Heartlands 
hospital in Birmingham 
struck last week against 
the fire and rehire tactics 
of their NHS trust. 

The new contracts force 
workers onto shift patterns 
that wreck their lives.

CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS

Strikes planned at DVLA
WORKERS AT a dangerously 
overcrowded government 
department are set to strike 
over health and safety from 
Tuesday of next week.

Operational staff—
made to go into work at 
the Driver and Vehicle 
Licensing Agency (DVLA) in 
Swansea—are demanding 
measures to allow more of 
them to work from home.

The strike comes after 
more than 600 workers 
at the site have tested 
positive for coronavirus 
since September last year.

Bosses have forced 
nearly 2,000 people 
to come into work in 
dangerous conditions.

Call centre workers 
say they’ve been made 
to sit just one metre 
apart, while managers 
dismiss and ignore their 
safety complaints.

Other workers at 
DVLA are also set to start 
an overtime ban from 
Saturday of next week.

nPASSPORT CONTROL 
officers at Heathrow 
airport were set to begin 
a strike on Wednesday 
of this week against 
changes to shift patterns.

Some 450 members 
of the PCS union are 
battling the imposition of 
new rosters they say are 
unsafe and unworkable.

The rosters have caused 
queues of up to seven 
hours at Heathrow. 

Bosses at Home Office 
Border Force say the 
rosters have been imposed 
due to coronavirus 
safety measures.

But the PCS says many of 
its members feel less safe 
since they were introduced.

The PCS has also warned 
that bosses are trying to 
draft in civil service workers 
from another government 
department, HMRC.

The PCS has called 
on all its members not 
to volunteer to cover 
for striking workers.

CUMBERLAND STRIKERS want pay justice                                             Picture: unison north West

Sick revolt 
at Wilko
WORKERS IN the GMB 
union at high street giant 
Wilko have voted 88 percent 
in favour of strikes in a 
consultative ballot over plans 
to cut sick pay. 

The proposed cuts would 
see 21,000 workers lose 
their right to sick pay after 
the first instance of absence. 

Wilko bosses have 
defended the cuts saying 
that they would stop workers 
from “taking advantage” of 
sick days. 

Workers have described 
cuts to sick pay as the “final 
straw”. One worker said, 
“You feel so worthless as an 
employee at Wilko. 

“It was announced 
shortly after an enforced 
contract change. That saw 
many team members forced 
to choose between their 
family commitments, carers, 
childcare etc. and their 
personal health.”
lSign the petition at 
gmb.org.uk/wilko/petition 

Action at 
Deliveroo
DELIVEROO workers are 
set to strike on 7 April as 
the company makes its 
debut on the stock market. 

Company founder Will 
Shu is expected to make 
around £500 million 
from the process. 

The IWGB union has 
called the strike to highlight 
the poor pay and conditions 
of Deliveroo workers. 

It was revealed recently 
that some Deliveroo workers 
work for £2 an hour. And 
a third of them work for 
less than minimum wage. 

The strike will demand 
a guaranteed living wage 
after costs, an end to 
unpaid waiting times and 
holiday and sick pay. 

Workers in Aylesbury in 
Buckinghamshire protested 
over pay last Sunday. 

And Ubereats workers 
in Plymouth struck over 
cuts to pay last week.
lDonate to the hardship fund 
bit.ly/IWGBcouriersstrikefund

Manchester still united
OVER 400 bus workers at Go 
North West in Manchester 
started their fifth week 
of an all-out strike on 
Sunday. The Unite union 
members are battling fire 
and rehire proposals. 

Last week, Greater 
Manchester mayor Andy 
Burnham announced 
that the region’s buses 
will be returned to local 
authority regulation.

But similarly to London’s 
transport system, buses will 
continue to be operated 
by private companies. 

However the reform 
will give local authorities 
complete control of fares, 
routes and scheduling.

The power to re-regulate 
was passed by an act of 

2017. As early as January 
2018 Burnham was 
saying, “Buses are going 
to change in Greater 
Manchester—no doubt.”

Three years later some 
change is coming—although 
not for some time. The 
first services are planned 
in 2023 for Wigan and 
Bolton. And all routes will 
be under the city’s control 
by 2025, Burnham said.

Privatised bus firms 
are angry. Stagecoach 
has applied for a judicial 
review of the proposals.

Burnham’s plans falls 
short of councils establishing 
their own publicly-owned bus 
companies. Though no longer 
allowed by government, 
councils should fight for it.

 Strike to defend John Boken
THERE WERE socially-
distanced picket lines at 
Shrewsbury Colleges Group 
on Tuesday as workers began 
a two-day strike to defend 
NEU union rep John Boken.  

John was targeted 
by bosses after raising 
complaints about racism. 
He is now waiting for the 
result of an appeal against a 
final warning given to him.  

NEU rep Jean Evanson 
was picketing on Tuesday.   

“We’ve had very good 
conversations with students,” 
she told Socialist Worker. 
“Young people understand 
injustice and are pleased 
to see we are fighting.”  

The walkout follows 
a series of solid strikes 
in defence of John.  

Many workers know his 
victimisation is part of a 
wider pattern of attacks 
on NEU reps. Over 1,200 
people have signed a 
petition in defence of John.  

“We were hoping to 
get a quick decision after 
John’s appeal on Monday,” 
said Jean. “But we’ve 

been told we won’t have 
a decision until Thursday, 
so it means more stress.”  
lSign the petition at bit.ly/
JohnBoken  

nWORKERS AT Leaways 
Special school in Hackney, 
east London, began a 
two-day strike on Tuesday. 
The walkout is the latest 
action in a fight to defend 
students’ conditions and the 
rights of workers to organise.  

Two NEU union reps have 
been victimised. 

Workers struck for two 
days earlier this month 
following six days of strikes 
before Christmas.  
lMessages of support to 
David.Davies@neu.org.uk and 
sign and share the petition at 
bit.ly/Leaways

nTHE UCU union has 
condemned university 
bosses for calling for a full 
return to campuses across 
England from 12 April.  

The union said 
this puts student and 
staff safety at risk.  

WILKODELIVERY WORKERS EDUCATION

SPS TECHNOLOGIES

BUS WORKERS

Five weeks on, still standing firm                               Picture: unite north West

AROUND 200 workers 
at SPS Technologies in 
Leicester are striking over 
fire and rehire proposals. 

Management plans will  
see reductions in overtime 
pay, sick pay and other 
allowances that amount to 
wage losses of up to £3,000 
a year.

Strikes began on 12 March, 
and escalated this week to 
a continuous strike until 

3 June. Christine, a Socialist 
Worker supporter who 
was on the picket line last 
Friday, said it was “lively and 
confident”. 

“The strike is solid,” she 
said. 

“Workers are sending a 
message to their employer 
but also all other employers 
thinking about implementing 
the same with their 
workforce.”
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 URGENT BATTLE  
 AT BRITISH GAS 
by SOPHIE SQUIRE

THE BRITISH trade union 
movement faces a severe 
challenge, and it must not 
back off. 

British Gas, a major 
employer, has outrageously 
told striking workers they 
will be sacked because they 
won’t accept a new contract 
with a 15 pay cut. 

It’s a gross example of the 
“fire and rehire” policy that 
all unions say they bitterly 
oppose.

Around 7,000 GMB union 
members at British Gas have 
struck for 42 days. Bosses at 
British Gas’s parent company, 
Centrica, gave them the final 
ultimatum on Monday. 

They have been piling 
pressure on workers to 
accept the pay cut and other 
harsh changes for months. 
But many workers defied the 
intimidation and threats, and 
refused to sign. 

They received an email 
from Centrica on Monday 
evening. It said, “We have 
spent months in collective 
consultation and negotia-
tion with our trade unions 
 however we were unable to 
reach collective agreement 

on the new terms and con-
ditions. We gave you the 
opportunity to individually 
accept the new terms. As you 
did not do so, we entered 
into a period of individual 
consultation with you but 
unfortunately you have still 
not accepted the new terms.” 

It gives 14 April as the date 
for the job to end—without 
redundancy pay.

Ben, a British Gas engi-
neer who refused to sign the 
new contract, told Socialist 
Worker he won’t give in to 
bosses’ bullying. 

“We’ve had a constant 

barrage of emails from the 
company telling us how 
much money we’re losing by 
going out on strike,” he said.

Workers have fought val-
iantly, but GMB national 
leaders have failed to lead 
at key points. They called off 
planned strikes on the coldest 

weekend of the year for fruit-
less talks.

They put a rotten deal 
out to ballot without a rec-
ommendation, and only 
workers’ resolve stopped it 
going through.

The union told workers, 
“If you plan to stay with 

British Gas after 31 March 
and intend to ultimately sign 
a new contract, our lawyers’ 
advice is to do so by noon on 
25 March.”

Ben said, “It’s been the 
workers from the ground up 
who’ve driven this forward. 
We have picketed despite 
not having official places of 
work—no depots. And we’ve 
done it all in a pandemic.” 

This is not just about 7,000 
engineers or British Gas. The 
whole trade union movement 
should be in uproar.  

If bosses force these 
cuts through—in a highly 
 profitable company—many 
other firms will think they 
can do the same.

The GMB should imme-
diately call an all-out strike. 
Unions, starting with those 
with members at British Gas 
who haven’t been striking, 
need to join it whether it’s 
legal or not.

And the whole trade union 
movement should back the 
struggle financially and 
physically. 

BRITISH GAS workers picket in Leeds  Picture: Laura MiLes

EDUCATION

Scottish college lecturers launch strikes to protect jobs and education
WORKERS AT further 
education colleges 
across Scotland were 
set to walk out on 
Wednesday over bosses’ 
attacks on their jobs.

The EIS-Fela members at 
Scotland’s 26 colleges are 
fighting plans to replace 
lecturers with instructor 
assessors, who do the 
same job with worse 
terms and conditions. 

Workers struck last 
Thursday. They plan a 
further two-day walkout 
from Tuesday of next 
week, escalating to three 
days a week after that.

Workers at Forth Valley 
College, where bosses tried 
to use a form of fire and 

rehire, are taking action 
above the national strike.

The walkout was 
solid from Shetland in 
the far north to Borders 
College, near England.

Small physical pickets 
descended on college 
gates, while large virtual 
pickets operated on Zoom 
due to the pandemic. 

Workers’ anger is 
intense because bosses 
reneged on their own 
deal shortly after EIS-Fela 
members had accepted it.

The reason is 
becoming obvious.

The deal said, in 
effect, that the people 
who lecture in colleges 
are lecturers. The bosses 

realised their proposals 
would frustrate plans 
to replace lecturers.

Later discussions 
descended into farce. 
When asked if someone 
who prepares lessons and 
delivers them in a college 
is a lecturer, management 
were absolutely unwilling 
to answer, “Yes.”

The strike’s importance 
was underlined at the 
national lunchtime rally.

The Scottish TUC union 
federation’s Roz Foyer 
emphasised the need 
for union solidarity. 

And Carlo Morelli, 
president of the UCU 
universities union in 
Scotland, stressed parallels 

with bosses’ attacks in 
higher education.

UCU Scotland has 
now pledged immediate 
financial support.

Targeting politicians 
has been at the centre of 
the strikes from the start. 

Funding comes from 
the Scottish National 
Party government 
and the Scottish 
parliamentary election 
takes place on 6 May.

That ’s why the 
EIS-Fela action is set 
to peak at that point. 

Trade unionists across 
Britain should build 
solidarity for the strike. 
Send messages of solidarity to 
jgkellyeis@live.co.ukPickets at West College Scotland                  Picture: rory Anderson
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